
                                                                                       
                                                                                           

 
 

The Confederation Chronicles 
 

Lesson 5 

Lead Stories about Confederation 
 
Synopsis 
 
Students will learn what a lead story is and how to write one, for their simulated 
newspaper, about Confederation. They will use primary-source documents from the 
“EvidenceWeb” portion of the Learning Centre, on the Library and Archives Canada 
website.  
 
Specific Expectations 
 
Students will 

• know the structure of a newspaper story;  
• compare newspapers of the 1860s with newspapers today; 
• write a newspaper story about Confederation. 

 
Preparation 
 
1. Bookmark various newspapers stories or bring in copies of newspaper stories. (Some 

with sensationalized or exaggerated headlines and lead stories would be best). 
 
2. Make copies of the organizer in Handout 5.1 for the class, one copy per student. 

 
Time 
 
50 to 60 minutes 
 
Process 
 
Introduction (20 minutes) 
 
1. Post and review the lesson agenda with your students: 

• Learn about the structure of a newspaper lead story. 
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• Compare newspapers of the 1860s with newspapers of today. 
• Write newspaper stories about Confederation. 
• Review facts learned about Confederation to date. 

 
2. Organize the class into their newspaper staff groups (see Lesson 3). Ask the students 

to find The Daily Globe, Toronto, Canada West for Tuesday, October 4, 1864 on the 
“EvidenceWeb”. Specifically they should look for the lead article called “The Great 
Confederation”. If computers are not available for the majority of students, teachers 
should make sufficient copies of this primary-source document for the class. Give 
each student a copy of the organizer in Handout 5.1. Ask them to read the article and 
fill in the organizer individually and then discuss their answers and come to a 
consensus in their groups. 

 
3. Show your students some more sensational types of headlines and stories from recent 

newspapers. Read a few sections to illustrate the differences between newspaper 
stories of the past (the 1860s) and today. Ask them to compare today’s newspaper 
stories with the 1864 article. List the differences on the chalkboard. 

 
Body of Lesson (20 to 25 minutes) 

 
1. Ask your students to write a lead story about Confederation that represents their 

assigned region. The article can be about the conferences at Charlottetown or Québec, 
a politician, an incident, or the arguments for or against Confederation. Whatever the 
subject, students write must try to follow the proper journalistic format and try to 
cover the 5 “W” and “H” questions. This activity might have to carry over to more 
than one class. Remind students that they must use the primary-source documents 
posted on the “EvidenceWeb” as their first source of information. 

 
2. While some members of the newspaper staff are writing others can be working on the 

layout, editing and headlines, or finding pictures.    
 

Conclusion (10 to 15 minutes) 
 

1. Call on the groups to read some of their best lead stories. 
 
2. Identify and discuss some of the critical issues and questions surrounding the 

Confederation movement. 
 

Assessment Opportunities 
 
1. Collect the newspaper stories and do a formative assessment. Do a quick edit and 

provide feedback to the students.  
 
2. Observe who contributes and works cooperatively in the newspaper groups. Speak 

with students individually about their cooperation skills, praising the students who are 
working well and assisting those who need help. 
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Extensions 
 
1. Have students write a fictionalized and sensationalized newspaper story about 

Confederation or one of the people involved in the Confederation debates.  
 
2. Invite a reporter, editor or layout person or to your classroom to talk about their work 

and how they do it. Have the class prepare a set of questions to ask the guest speaker 
before he or she comes in. An alternative could be to conduct telephone interviews 
with various newspaper employees about their work and how they do it.  

 3


	Lesson 5
	Lead Stories about Confederation
	Assessment Opportunities

