
                                                                                       
                                                                                           
                                    

 
Canada and the Cold War: The Gouzenko Affair 

 
 

Lesson 7 
Culminating Activity:An Anthology of  

Student Research Essays: The Gouzenko Affair 
 
Synopsis 
 
Students will write research essays on a variety of themes for an anthological booklet 
about the Gouzenko affair for the school library and/or a newly created website. 
 

Specific Expectations 
 
Students will 

• demonstrate the ability to undertake in-depth research;  
• think creatively and critically about a global issue; 
• write theses statements and action plans; 
• write annotated bibliographies;  
• write research essays;  
• collaborate with other students to produce a booklet and/or website. 

 
Preparation 
 
1. Prepare Handout 7.1: Rubric for Culminating Activity for each student. 
 
2. Produce Handout 7.2: Annotated Bibliography (six per student).  

 

Suggested Topics 
 
No more than three students per topic. Each of the three must have a different thesis 
statement, which must be approved by the teacher. 
 
1. The Gouzenko affair was the most important international event in the Cold War. 
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2. Igor Gouzenko was a genuine hero of the Cold War. 
 
3. The federal Cabinet’s acted with justification in the Gouzenko affair. 
 
4. Innocent victims were necessary sacrificial lambs in the work of the Royal 

Commission on Espionage. 
 
5. Sir William Stephenson, the man called Intrepid (Code name) said that he had to 

protect Gouzenko from both Soviet agents and the unpredictable Prime Minister 
King.  

 
6. Write about one of the ‘suspects’ who appeared before the Royal Commission on 

Espionage. Develop a thesis statement. 
 
7. Did the Commission overstep the mandate of a typical royal commission in the 

Gouzenko case? 
 
8. If Gouzenko had not defected, what might the possible implications for Canada 

and/or the world have been? 
 
9. Write about civil liberties issues that emerged in the Gouzenko affair. Develop a 

thesis statement. 
 
10. What were some international implications of the Gouzenko affair? 
 
 
Process 
 
1. Distribute Handout 7.1: Rubric for Culminating Activity to be used as a guide for the 

activity. These will also be used to evaluate the activity. 
 
2. Ask students to write an action plan (50 to 75 words) that includes the following: 

• background on the topic; 
•  a statement of what the student will do, including deadlines for completion of all 

tasks. 
 
3. Distribute Handout 7.2: Annotated Bibliography (6 per student). 
 
4. Have students complete annotated bibliographies of at least six items from at least 

three different types of sources (books, magazines, CD-ROMs, websites and other 
media). 

 
5. Have students write rough drafts of their essays (800 to 1,000 words) for assessment.  
 
6. Arrange student-teacher conferences to discuss student progress and the first drafts. 
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7. Have students write and submit their final documented drafts, using the proper 

format. 
 
8. In class committees of various sizes determined by the teacher, have students 

assemble the booklet and/or website. Write the following instructions for organization 
(i.e. division of labour) and strategies on the board or overhead: 
• Design a cover and title page (use graphics). 
• Create a list of topics and write a table of contents categorizing essays under 

themes (subtitles). 
• Organize the order of essays and number pages for the booklet. 
• Arrange to print and copy the final booklet. 
• As an option: if feasible, design and make necessary arrangements for creating a 

website.  
 

Assessment 
 
1. Collect the rubrics (Handout 7.1) to assess the various components of the project. 
 
2. Use the following components to assess students’ work: 

• annotated bibliographies  
• action plans 
• rough drafts 
• teacher conferences 
• final drafts of essays 
• booklet and/or website 
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