
                                                                                       
                                                                                           
                                    

 
Canada and the Cold War: The Gouzenko Affair 

 

Lesson 1 
Introduction to the Cold War and Gouzenko Affair 

 
 

Synopsis 
 
Students will learn by inquiry through analyses of primary documents that Igor Gouzenko 
was the central figure in the first important event of the Cold War. They will write lead 
newspaper stories about the dramatic defection of Gouzenko and his family. 
 

Specific Expectations 
 
Students will: 

• understand the distinction between primary and secondary documents; 
• understand and appreciate the historical importance of the Gouzenko affair; 
• apply an analytical strategy to examination of primary documents; 
• demonstrate cooperative skills while preparing newspaper stories; 
• contribute to decision-making while prioritizing information; 
• formulate questions for further research. 

 

Preparation 
 
1. Bookmark the “EvidenceWeb” (http://www.collectionscanada.ca/education/sources) 

section of Library and Archives Canada’s Learning Centre site for documents to be 
used in this lesson. Students will be using documents found under the “Cold War” 
theme.  

 
2. Prepare a photograph of a hooded Gouzenko and the “Gouzenko Statement - Account 

of Steps Taken by Corby in Ottawa on September 5th, 6th and 7th, 1945” for an 
overhead projector.  
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3. Make copies of Handout 1.1: Working with Primary Documents for distribution to 

students. 
 
4. Print Handout 1.2: Rubric for Lead Newspaper Stories, one per student. 
 

Time 
 
90 minutes 
 

Process 
 
Introduction (20 minutes) 

 
1. Post and review the lesson agenda with your students: 

• Using photographs as primary documents 
• Reading Gouzenko’s description of his defection 
• Writing lead newspaper stories 
 

2. Show photographs of the unhooded Gouzenko and later the hooded Gouzenko to the 
students. (Students will probably recognize the hooded Gouzenko.) Lead a class 
brainstorming session on the following questions: 
• How might photographs such as these be valuable to the historian? 
• Would these be considered primary sources or documents? Why or why not? 
• If you were an investigative reporter what questions might you ask about the 

person in the pictures? 
 
Body of Lesson (50 minutes) 
 
1. Organize the students into pairs. 
 
2. Distribute and review Handout 1.1:Working with Primary Documents with the 

students, emphasizing that it is to be used as a guideline throughout the unit for 
analyzing and interpreting primary documents. Not every step or question will 
necessarily apply to every document studied. Before examining any primary 
document in this Cold War unit, students should read over the guideline questions to 
get a general idea of what to look for. 

 
3. Distribute Handout 1.2: Rubric for Lead Newspaper Stories. 
 
4. Direct students to read Gouzenko’s account of his harrowing experiences of 

September 5-7, 1945, from “Gouzenko Statement: Account of Steps Taken by 
Corby…” under the “Cold War” theme on the “EvidenceWeb” portion of Library and 
Archives Canada’s Learning Centre. Ask students to write lead newspaper stories 
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(300 to 350 words) about the dramatic defection, using the guideline for making 
preparation notes. Instruct them to write catchy headlines for their stories. 

 
Conclusion (20 minutes) 
 
1. Ask some students to read their stories to the class. Post some of them on the bulletin 

board after assessment. 
2. Summarize and discuss some of the anxieties experienced by Gouzenko and his wife. 

Why did they run into so many problems? 
3. For more information, research the following items under the “Cold War” theme on 

the “EvidenceWeb”: 
• “The Use of Arbitrary Power”, Winnipeg Free Press 
• “Révélations sensationnelles sur le réseau d’espionnage”, Le Droit (in French 

only) 
• “Le Guépéou au pays: Communistes canadiens, espions”, Le Droit (in French 

only) 
• “Gouzenko Bares Full Inside Story of Russian Spy Network in Canada...”, The 

Montreal Gazette 
 

Assessment Opportunities 
 
NOTE: Throughout this unit, active student participation will be assessed on the basis of 
cooperation with classmates and the teacher, staying on task, enthusiasm, interest, and 
general effort.  
 
1. Assess the active participation of students during the process. 
 
2. Collect the lead stories and assess them based on the guidelines and rubric in 

Handouts 1.1 and 1.2. 
 

New Words 
 
Cold War: name given to the post-Second World War period of propaganda, arms build-
up, threat of nuclear war and polarization of the world into spheres of interest between 
two super powers (the USA and the USSR). 
 
defection: the act of deserting one’s country for another. 
 
military attaché: an army officer serving with an embassy. 
 
naturalization: granting to a foreigner the same rights and privileges that a natural-born 
subject has. 
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