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The Confederation Chronicles


Lesson 4
Confederation Editorials

Synopsis

Students will learn what an editorial is and will write one, for their simulated newspaper, about Confederation using primary-source documents from the “EvidenceWeb” portion of the Learning Centre, on the Library and Archives Canada website. 

Specific Expectations

Students will
·	know what an editorial is ;
·	write an editorial about Confederation;
·	learn that people and newspapers of that time held differing opinions about Canada’s Confederation.
 
Preparation

Bookmark newspaper websites and locate their editorial section.

Collect a number of newspaper editorials that will be good examples for your students.

Make sufficient copies of the editorials so that all students will have one to read and analyze. All the members of the same newspaper team should receive the same editorial.

Time

50 to 60 minutes





Process

Introduction (10 to 15 minutes)

1.	Post and review the lesson agenda with your students:
·	Show and analyze an editorial.
·	Write an editorial on Confederation.
·	Read editorials to the class.

2.	Organize the class in their newspaper staff groups (see Lesson 3) then present each with a copy of an editorial from a newspaper. It is probably a good idea to give each member of a group the same editorial. Ask them to read it over and then to describe what an editorial is or what it does. [It expresses an opinion or explains the stance of the newspaper on an issue.] Students should also get an idea about how an editorial is structured. The most important points are made early on (called the inverted triangle or pyramid approach) and the final paragraph makes the position of the editorial clear. Most of the what, who, when, where, why and how questions are briefly stated early in the writing. All this can also be done online by searching for various newspapers. 
 
Body of Lesson (30 minutes)

Ask the groups to use their primary-source documents (“EvidenceWeb” Confederation theme documents) to write an editorial based on their assigned position (refer to lesson 3) either for or against Confederation. They should include some direct quotes from the primary documents.  

Each editorial needs a header or title and should be carefully edited. 

When the editorial is complete then it can be pasted into the newspaper. 

Conclusion (10 to 15 minutes)

1.	Call on groups to read their editorials.

2.	Review the purpose of editorials with the students and discuss the various positions for and against Confederation taken by the newspapers. Why would some regions and people be for Confederation and some against it?  

Assessment Opportunities

1.	Collect the editorials and do a formative assessment. Do a quick edit and provide feedback to the students, let them know the quality you expect and some ideas about the role of the editor.

2.	Observe who contributes and works cooperatively in the newspaper groups. Speak with students individually about their cooperation skills, praising the students who are working well and assisting those who need help.
 
Extensions

1.	Have students write letters to the editor in reaction to their Confederation newspaper’s editorial. Most letters usually disagree with the editorial but some may agree and support it.

2.	Have students conduct research into the history of some of the oldest newspapers in Canada, particularly those that were around in 1867 (for example, The Globe, now called The Globe and Mail). Have students find out what editorial position these papers took towards Confederation.


