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1. Toronto Public Library Welcome Letter  

 
Welcome to Quest for Heroes 

 
The Toronto Public Library is pleased to present the TD Summer Reading Club 2006, 
made possible through the support of TD Bank Financial Group. This award-winning 
program runs to capacity crowds in libraries across the province and most of Canada. A 
team of children’s librarians from the public libraries of Toronto, Ottawa and Montréal 
developed the theme and the materials for the program. The team has been working 
feverishly for the past few months getting this program ready. The first step was 
choosing the theme and the artist. This year's theme is about discovering all kinds of 
heroes, past and present and is entitled Quest for Heroes. It was chosen to appeal to all 
children. Our illustrators are chosen through rigorous selection processes. Past 
illustrators have included such talents as Ruth Ohi, Heather Collins, Barbara Reid, 
Andrea Wayne Von-Konigslow, Robin Muller, Paul Morin and Ange Zhang. This year, 
artist Martha Newbigging’s imaginative and animated illustrations make up our fabulous 
poster and stickers.  
 
One of the challenges of the program has been to make the materials adaptable to 
libraries of any size. Staff are encouraged to bring their strengths and interests to this 
exciting summer event. The TD Summer Reading Club was specifically developed to 
allow libraries across the country to adapt the program to suit their community. The 
common element of the program has been that a child can visit any library and expect 
to receive a full-colour poster, a sheet of stickers and a logbook. In some locations the 
stickers are used as incentives: each time a book is reported on, a sticker is handed 
out. In other locations the stickers are given out all at once. Each sticker is placed on a 
given area of the poster, revealing something new. Branches decide how best to run the 
program given their staffing levels and the number of children participating. The 
materials have been designed to offer libraries of all sizes the greatest flexibility in 
delivering the program. 
 
Included in this staff manual are forms, templates and clip art for activities and 
suggestions for running a successful reading club that branches can use with children 
throughout the summer. More can be found online at  
http://www.kids-td-club-td.torontopubliclibrary.ca   
 
 
We hope that you have a wonderful summer introducing the children in your community 
to the 2006 TD Summer Reading Club Quest for Heroes. 
 
Yours in Reading Fun, 
 
Ken Setterington        Anna Cocca 
Children and Youth Advocate for Library Services Coordinator, TD Summer  
Toronto Public Library Reading Club 
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2. Welcome letter from the Librarian and Archivist of Canada 
 

 
Welcome to the TD Bank Summer Reading Club 2006! 

 
 
This summer, the TD Bank Summer Reading Club will have children and teens tracking 
down heroes. Last year’s space theme was a tremendous success. In fact, more than 
215,000 kids took part in the program and read on average nine books each; together 
they opened some two million books! 
 
This year’s Quest For Heroes will take our readers in many different directions to find: 
everyday heroes, heroes in the worlds of culture, the arts and sports, heroes in 
Canadian and world history; heroes in mythology and legends; and heroes in novels, 
comic books or manga. So many heroes just waiting to be discovered! 
 
The TD Bank Summer Reading Club is very flexible. It was designed to allow libraries 
across the country to adapt the program to their specific needs and communities. Each 
participant receives a poster and nine stickers created by illustrator Martha Newbigging, 
as well as a logbook. This material can be given out as a reading incentive when 
signing up or as a reward for each book read. The Staff Manual suggests reading 
activities and project ideas from which all libraries—whether located in a rural or urban 
setting—can draw inspiration in providing easy and fun-filled activities for kids of all 
ages.  
 
We want to thank TD Bank Financial Group for its generous contribution to the Summer 
Reading Club, coordinated and disseminated across the country by Library and 
Archives Canada (LAC). LAC is very proud to collaborate with the Toronto Public 
Library who designed and developed this summer reading program. We also extend our 
gratitude to the network of Canadian public libraries, without whose support LAC could 
not reach the thousands of children who only need a bit of encouragement to dive into 
the world of books.  
 
 
 
Ian E. Wilson 
Librarian and Archivist of Canada 
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3. Something about the Artist:  Martha Newbigging 
 
 
Martha Newbigging is a graduate of both the Ontario College of Art in Toronto and the 
Sheridan College graduate program in computer graphics. The daughter of two art 
teachers, Martha was born to draw. There was even a chalkboard near the kitchen table 
for after-dinner artwork. Every special occasion was celebrated with the production of 
homemade cards and holiday road trips were documented with picture journals. She 
started making animated films and flipbooks when she was nine. She and her brother 
often hosted basement screenings for the neighbourhood kids showing their own super-
8 cartoons along with films borrowed from the local library. 
 
Martha has worked as a graphic designer, web designer, animator and a children’s 
book illustrator. Research Ate My Brain (Annick, 2005) is the sixth children’s book she 
has illustrated. Martha’s illustrations have also appeared in online games, website 
graphics, corporate and educational brochures, posters and t-shirts. Her artwork has 
been called, ‘hip and helpful’ and ‘cool and clear’. She has drawn everything from 
diagrams to comics to engage kids in learning. Her style is cartoony and 
humour is an essential ingredient to her pictures. Her animation has been shown 
around the world at independent film and video festivals and on CBC’s Zed TV. 
 
Martha has taught computer graphics to students of OCAD and Sheridan College and 
animation to children and artists in community workshops. This fall she toured lower 
mainland British Columbia for TD Canadian Children’s Book Week where she talked to 
children in schools and libraries about her work as an illustrator of children’s non-fiction 
books. She is now participating in the Ontario Arts Council’s Artists in Education 
program providing workshops for school kids on making comic books. Martha enjoys 
sharing books with kids and encouraging them to draw.  
 
Martha now lives in a small village in eastern Ontario where she breaks up her long 
hours at the drawing board by playing hockey or tennis depending on the season. 
 
 
 
Publications 
 
Research Ate My Brain: The Panic-Proof Guide to Surviving Homework 
Written by The Toronto Public Library; illustrated by Martha Newbigging 
Annick, 2005 
 
Attack of the Killer Video Book: Tips and Tricks for Young Directors  
Written by Mark Shulman and Hazlitt Krog; illustrated by Martha Newbigging   
Annick, 2004 
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Archers, Alchemists, and 98 Other Medieval Jobs You Might Have Loved or Loathed 
Written by Priscilla Galloway; illustrated by Martha Newbigging 
Annick, 2003 
 
The Little Book of Big Questions 
Written by Jackie French; illustrated by Martha Newbigging 
Annick, 2000 
 
Crime Scene: How Investigators Use Science to Track Down the Bad Guys 
Written by Vivien Bowers; illustrated by Martha Newbigging 
Owl Books, 1997 
 
Cybersurfer: The Owl Internet Guide for Kids 
Written by Nyla Ahmad; illustrated by Martha Newbigging 
Owl Books/ Maple Tree Press, 1996 
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4. How to Run a Successful TD Summer Reading Club 
 
 

Be Prepared To Have Fun 
 

When library staff show enthusiasm for the program, it is infectious. The children will 
have a great time. 
 
 

Why Run A Summer Reading Program? 
 
For years, studies have shown that school-age children lose many of their reading skills 
over the summer months if they do not continue to read while they are out of school. 
Summer reading clubs first started when library staff realized that they could make a 
difference. When further studies demonstrated that children who do not learn to read 
fluently in fourth grade will likely never feel totally comfortable with the printed word, our 
job was clear. Keep those children reading and make sure they have fun doing so! 
 
 

Getting Ready 
 
Hosting a successful summer program takes careful planning. Children will be anxious 
to come to the library if they know that something exciting is happening. Library staff 
can build enthusiasm prior to the summer using displays; but the most effective method 
is to get children to tell their friends about the club. Each child and parent who visits the 
library should be reminded that the library is planning a summer of fun. When children 
are at the circulation desk taking out books, remind them to join the program. 
 

 
Contacting Schools 

 
Invitations 
 
Bookmark-size invitations will be sent to participating libraries. Staff can contact local 
schools to drop off the invitations and request that they be distributed with the children’s 
report cards. Since this may require a lengthy approval process in some schools, the 
request should be made as soon as possible.  
 
Class Visits 
 
Statistics from previous years show a strong connection between classroom visits and 
enrolment in the summer reading program. Library staff will notice an increase in 
program participation if they schedule visits with the appropriate grades in local schools. 
Bring along a copy of the poster with the stickers and the logbook. Tell children when 
they can come to get their own poster at the library. A quick “book talk” on a fun subject 
will demonstrate that summer reading can be light and easy. The illustrator, Martha 
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Newbigging, has some books that are appropriate for summer reading, so bring one 
along.  
 

Displays 
 

Included in this manual is a collection of the artist’s clip art. A photocopier can assist 
staff with the enlargement of the images to create interesting displays. The Quest for 
Heroes poster can serve as a focal point for the display. The theme was chosen to allow 
staff to be as creative as possible. Let your imagination run wild. Why not have 
legendary, mythical or modern day heroes placed all over a notice board?  Children 
often enjoy seeing their names displayed on a board, so incorporating their names or 
the books they have read into the display is always effective. 
 
Wall of Fame 
 
This manual also includes two sheets that can be turned into a wall of fame display. 
Place the two sheets together and add blank paper underneath so that children’s names 
can be listed when they finish the program or when they register. 
 
Book Displays 
 
The heroes theme provides ample opportunity to make displays with your current 
collection. A booklist of recommended titles is included in this manual, but these are 
only suggestions. Use similar books from your own bookshelves. This is also a good 
time to pull out copies of prize-winning books or books which have been nominated for 
awards. Remember, children are likely to be attracted to books which are displayed 
face-out. 
 
Posters 
 
The full-colour poster designed by Martha Newbigging can be mounted on foam core 
and put on an easel at the circulation desk. Display this fun poster throughout the 
library; do not limit it to the children’s department. 
 
 

Plan a Launch 
 
An excellent way to bring attention to the TD Summer Reading Club program is to host 
a media launch. If this event occurs in June then classes can be invited. Invite the 
mayor or a local celebrity to kick-off the program to ensure publicity in the local 
newspaper. Be sure that the CEO and upper management of the local TD Bank are 
invited so that they can support the program. If the local newspaper does not send a 
photographer, take a photograph and send it with the story to the paper. July and 
August are often slow months for local news. Please make sure to save a copy of any 
media clippings to be included with your Statistics and Evaluation Report to your main 
library. A library can put all the new books on display and then seal the display with 
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ribbon or tape until the launch of the TD Summer Reading Club. This is an effective way 
to build excitement. 
 
Advertise in your Local Newspaper           

 
Send the local paper a copy of the invitation, the poster and the logbook along with 
information about the program. Explain how the program is unique for your library. The 
paper might be willing to run a story about the program, interviewing a staff member 
with expertise in children’s services. Consider buying space in the paper - the invitation 
can be easily adapted to become an ad. 
 
Local Television 
 
Be sure to let your local cable station know about the program. Suggest coming to talk 
about the summer of fun that the library has planned. Take the poster and stickers and 
explain how the stickers reveal secrets hidden in the poster. Have a few of Martha 
Newbigging’s books on hand to talk about, she has illustrated six for children. Take lots 
of other books to remind viewers that reading is a great summertime activity. 
 
 

Running the Program 
 

Planning the TD Summer Reading Club demands that library staff decide what 
approach works best for the library and the local children. The program has been 
designed to be used in virtually any fashion. Children only need to receive the poster, 
the stickers and the logbook. Meetings can be established or children can simply be told 
to keep track of their reading in the logbook. The following are just a few of the methods 
that can be used. 
 
Record Children’s Reading in the Logbook 
 
Remind children that they should record all the books that they read in the logbook. A 
template of the log sheet is included in this staff manual (page 82) so that you can 
photocopy extra pages for avid readers. 
 
Reading Options 
 
Keep track of number of books read. This is a standard method of making sure that 
children read throughout the summer. For every book read, the child gets a sticker. 
Some libraries vary this by asking younger children to read more books, while older 
children can get a reward for finishing one long book. Others count the minutes spent 
reading in a day. Thirty minutes a day for older children, or being read to for 15 minutes 
for younger children. If you choose the latter consider giving the children a calendar on 
which they can mark their minutes. This calendar can also advertise your summer 
reading activities. 
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  Book Reporting Options 

 
Anytime the Library is Open 
 

Past practice in many libraries has been to allow children to come to the library at any 
time and discuss, with library staff, the books that they have read. This encourages 
children to read extensively and provides the opportunity for staff to promote a wide 
variety of books. The stickers can be used in this type of program as an incentive for 
each book read. 
 
Weekly meetings (e.g., two hours reporting each Tuesday and Thursday) 
 
Locations may identify a specific time each week when children can come to the library 
to report on the books that they have read. This allows the library to staff accordingly. 
Pages might be brought into the library to help cover the circulation desk while the staff 
listens to children discuss the books that they have read. Included in this manual is a list 
of questions for staff to ask children about the books. This can be turned into a game by 
using the dice (template included). The children can roll the dice to decide which 
question will be asked. Alternatively you can enlarge the questions and put them on 
cards to be chosen from, or use a numbered spinner. 
 
Club Meetings (one afternoon a week) 

 
Library branches may decide to have a weekly meeting where children come as a group 
and discuss the books that they read during the previous week. An advantage to this 
option is that children hear from other children about books they think are good. Peer 
promotion is always a good way to build interest in books. During these meetings a 
variety of other activities can be planned. Staff may decide to give out the stickers at 
each meeting as an attendance incentive. 
 
As a Family Event 
 
This method allows the family to set their own goals and come whenever the goals are 
met. The parents judge whether the books read are appropriate and this eliminates the 
need for staff to ask the children questions. 
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Maintaining Interest 
 
Special Events 
 
Special events are an excellent way to build excitement throughout the summer. 
Contests, plays, puppetry workshops and storytelling are just a few of the many events 
that can be planned during July and August. 
 
Author/Illustrator Readings 
 
Many children’s authors and illustrators make excellent presentations to children. 
Hosting a reading during the summer means that the children in attendance are the 
children who want to come – not children who are there because their class came to the 
library. If you bring in an illustrator, make sure that you have paper and an easel for 
them to demonstrate their illustration techniques. 
 
 
 
Local Heroes 
 
The local bookstore owner, the fire chief, the mayor, the school crossing guard are 
people the children recognize. Invite them to the library to share their favourite 
children’s books.  
 

 
Other Things To Do 

 
Write a Letter to the Sponsor 
 
Towards the end of the summer, get the children to write a letter, either individually or 
as a club to TD Bank Financial Group. The letter can describe their summer of reading 
fun. Include any pictures, drawings or book reports that you think would be of interest. 
Please send all material to your main library branch. 
 
Keep Statistics 
 
Included in the staff manual is the Statistics and Evaluation Report (see pg.89). 
Individual library branches are asked to provide their evaluation responses to their main 
branch so that each library system fills out a unique online Statistics and Evaluation 
Report on the TD Summer Reading Club central website for libraries. http://www.td-
club-td.ca 
 
These statistics are useful, not only to show how many children participated in the 
program, but also to highlight the great work being done in Canadian public libraries. 
Also included in the manual are sample Registration Forms designed to collect statistics 
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on participation and to keep a tally on how children hear about the program. The 
collection of these two types of information is mandatory. 
 

Using This Manual 
 
More Than You’ll Ever Need! 
 
The manual has been created to give you many ideas to choose from. The book 
suggestions are just that – suggestions. If you own the books listed, that’s great!  But 
feel free to substitute books from your collection. The crafts or other activities can also 
be adapted to your supplies, or space, or number of kids attending. 
 
Pick And Choose What You Use 
 
If you started at the beginning of the manual and did every program right to the end, you 
would probably still be doing summer programming in December!  Instead, figure out 
which activities get you excited about the theme and concentrate on those. If you come 
up with a program you would like to share, be sure to send it for online posting to:  
www.td-club-td.ca 
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Thank You Letters to TD Sponsor 

 
TD Summer Reading Club 2006 

Quest for Heroes        
 
 
 

Ed Clark, CEO, TD Bank Financial Group 
C/O Toronto Public Library Foundation 
789 Yonge Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4W 2G8 
 
We would like to thank TD Bank Financial Group for sponsoring the TD Summer 
Reading Club. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Reading Club 
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TD Summer Reading Club 2006 

Quest for Heroes        
 

Ed Clark, CEO, TD Bank Financial Group 
C/O Library and Archives Canada 
395 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0N4 
 
We would like to thank TD Bank Financial Group for sponsoring the TD Summer 
Reading Club. 
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5. Program Ideas 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

Here are a few ideas for programming for the summer. In some cases we have offered 
a complete 30-minute or one-hour program, but we have also listed a great number of 
crafts or games that we hope will allow you to put together your own programs based 
upon collection, staff and resources. The ideas have come from many places including 
Summer Reading Programs in the United States, as well as libraries in Canada. If you 
are doing something which will be of interest to others, please feel free to send your 
ideas to the program’s mailbox at: td-club-td@lac-bac.gc.ca 
 
NOTE: Many of these programs suggest specific titles. Feel free to substitute 
books you have on the same subject. 
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Storytime Ideas 
 
 
Brave Animals     
 
Books To Share 
 
The Bravest Mouse by Maria Barbero 
Courtney by John Burningham 
Eggs Mark the Spot by Mary Jane Auch 
Franklin and the Hero by Sharon Jennings 
Maxi the Hero by Debra Barracca 
Superdog: The Heart of a Hero by Caralyn Buehner 
 
 
 
Fingerplays, Songs and Nursery Rhymes 
 
 
The Mouse (to the tune of “The Bear Went Over the Mountain”) 
 
The mouse ran around the room, 
(make circling motions with arms) 
The mouse ran around the room, 
The mouse ran around the room, 
And what do you think he saw? 
He saw a great big cat. 
(Raise arms and make a large circle) 
He saw a great big cat, 
He saw a great big cat, 
So what do you think he did? 
The mouse ran into his hole, 
(squat down) 
The mouse ran into his hole, 
The mouse ran into his hole, 
Safe and sound at last. 
(cover head with arms.)  
 
 
Turtles 
 
One baby turtle 
One baby turtle alone and new.  
Finds a friend, and then there are two.  
Two baby turtles crawl down to the sea.  
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They find another, and then there are three.  
Three baby turtles crawl along the shore.  
They find another, and then there are four.  
Four baby turtles go for a dive.  
Up swims another, and then there are five. 
 
 
Six Little Dogs  (to the tune of “Six Little Ducks”) 
 
Six little dogs that I once knew, 
fat ones, skinny ones, fair ones too. 
But the one little dog with the brown curly fur, 
He led the others with a grr, grr, grr. 
Grr, grr, grr 
Grr, grr, grr 
He led the others with a grr, grr, GRR! 
 
 
Ten Fluffy Chickens 
 
Five eggs and five eggs, 
That makes ten. (hold up two hands) 
Sitting on top is the Mother Hen. (fold one hand over the other) 
Cackle, cackle, cackle; (clap three times) 
What do I see? 
Ten fluffy chickens, (hold up ten fingers) 
As yellow as can be. 
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I Had a Little Hen 
 
I had a little hen, the prettiest ever seen, 
She washed me the dishes, and kept the house clean; 
She went to the mill to fetch me some flour, 
She brought it home in less than an hour; 
She baked me my bread, she brewed me my ale, 
She sat by the fire and told many a fine tale. 
 
 
Caped Crusaders     
 
Books to Share 
 
The Adventures of Sparrowboy by Brian Pinkney 
Atomic Ace: He’s Just My Dad by Jeff Weigel 
Max by Bob Graham 
He Saves the Day by Marsha Hayles 
Oliver the Mighty Pig by Jean Van Leeuwen 
Superhero Max by David Lawrence 
 
 
Songs and Fingerplays 
 
Five Dinosaurs 
 
Five enormous dinosaurs, letting out a roar, 
One went away and then there were four. 
Four enormous dinosaurs, munching on a tree, 
One went away and then there were three. 
Three enormous dinosaurs didn't know what to do, 
One went away and then there were two. 
Two enormous dinosaurs having lots of fun, 
One went away and then there was one. 
One enormous dinosaur afraid to be a hero, 
He (she) went away and then there were zero. 
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Astronaut  
 
Five, four, three, two, one, zero!  
Blast off! Went our little hero.  
(start with five fingers up;  
fold them down one at a time)  
The little astronaut  
Blasted off the world.  
(with hands together quickly  
thrust them overhead)  
Once in orbit, he twirled;  
(rotate body around)  
He circled to the left,  
And he circled to the right.  
Then he was so dizzy  
That he slept all night (lay cheek on open palm) 
 
 

Community Helpers  
 
Books to Share 
 
Doctor DeSoto by William Steig 
Katie Morag Delivers the Mail by Mairi Heddewick 
Magnus at the Fire by Jennifer Armstrong 
Policeman Small by Lois Lenski 
Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathmann 
 
 
Songs and Fingerplays and Nursery Rhymes 
 
I am a Police Officer (to the tune of “I’m a Little Teapot”) 
 
I'm a police officer 
With my star, 
I help people 
Near and far. 
If you have a problem, 
Call on me, 
And I will be there 
One, two, three! 
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9-1-1 (sung to “3 Blind Mice”) 
 
9-1-1, 9-1-1, 
Help's on the way, help's on the way. 
If I need help, I know what to do, 
I can call the police and the firehouse, too, 
It makes me feel safe to know what to do. 
Dial 9-1-1. 
 
I’m a Firefighter  (to the tune of “I’m a Little Teapot”) 
 
I'm a firefighter 
Dressed in red, 
With my fire hat 
On my head. 
I can drive the fire truck, 
Fight fires, too, 
And help to make things 
Safe for you. 
 
I’m Happy I’m a Doctor  (to the tune of “My Bonnie Lies Over the 
Ocean”) 
I'm happy I'm a doctor, 
I help to make people well. 
I'm happy I'm a doctor, 
It makes me feel just swell. 
I'm a doctor, 
I help to make people well, well, well. 
I'm a doctor, 
I'm happy, can't you tell? 
 
I’m a Nurse (to the tune of “Little White Duck”) 
I'm a nurse dressed in white, 
And I feel just swell. 
When you are sick, 
I help to make you well. 
I give you shots, 
And if you're afraid, 
I fix you up with a big Band-Aid. 
I'm a nurse dressed in white, 
And I feel just swell. 
Now you're well! 
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Dr. Denise the Dentist (to the tune of “Rudolph the Red-Nose 
Reindeer”) 
Dr. Denise the Dentist 
Helps me keep my teeth so white. 
Dr. Denise the Dentist 
Teaches me to brush just right. 
Dr. Denise the Dentist 
Always wears a super smile. 
Dr. Denise the Dentist, 
I'll be your friend a long, long while. 
 
The Barber and the Beautician (to the tune of “Here We Go Round the Mulberry 
Bush”) 
This is the way the beautician washes, 
Scrub, scrub, scrub. 
This is the way the barber shaves, 
Buzz, buzz, buzz. 
This is the way the beautician cuts, 
Snip, snip, snip. 
This is the way the barber cuts. 
Clip, clip, clip 
 
Mailman (to the tune of “She’ll Be Coming Around the Mountain When She Comes”) 
 
He'll be coming in his mail truck when he comes, 
He'll be coming in his mail truck when he comes, 
He'll be coming in his mail truck, 
He'll be coming in his mail truck, 
He'll be coming in his mail truck when he comes. 
he'll be wearing his blue uniform....... 
he'll be bringing a package for me...... 
he'll bring mail for mom and dad..... 
he'll pick up letters from our mailbox.... 
 
Down at the Station 
Down at the station, 
Early in the morning, 
See the little puffer-billies 
All in a row. 
See the engine driver 
Pull his little lever --  
Puff, puff, peep, peep, 
Off we go! 
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I’ve Been Working on the Railroad 
 
I've been workin' on the railroad, 
All the live long day. 
I've been workin' on the railroad, 
Just to pass the time away. 
Don't you hear the whistle blowing? 
Rise up so early in the morn. 
Don't you hear the captain shouting? 
 
Dinah, blow your horn 
Dinah, won't you blow, 
Dinah, won't you blow, 
Dinah, won't you blow your horn? 
Dinah, won't you blow, 
Dinah, won't you blow, 
Dinah, won't you blow your horn?  
Someone's in the kitchen with Dinah. 
Someone's in the kitchen, I know. 
Someone's in the kitchen with Dinah 
Strumming on the old banjo.  
Fee, fie, fiddle-e-i-o. 
Fee, fie, fiddle-e-i-o. 
Fee, fie, fiddle-e-i-o. 
Strumming on the old banjo. 
 
 
Family Heroes 
 
Books to Share 
 
Another Perfect Day by Ross MacDonald 
Babe and I by David Adler 
Max by Bob Graham 
Rosie to the Rescue by Bethany Roberts 
 
 
 
Songs and Fingerplays and Nursery Rhymes 

 
Dance to your Daddy 
 
My little baby, 
Dance to your Daddy, 
My little lamb. 
You shall have a fishy 
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In a little dishy, 
You shall have a fishy 
When the boat comes in. 
 
 
The Family  
 
This is the Daddy who bakes the bread, 
This is the Mother who tucks us in bed. 
This is the brother who cuddles the doll, 
This is the sister who bounces the ball. 
This is the baby, the last one of all. 
Oh!  How we love them all. 
 
This is my Family  
 
This is my mother, kind and dear. 
(make a fist and point to your thumb) 
This is the father sitting near. 
(shown each finger in turn) 
This is the brother strong and tall. 
This is the sister, who plays with her ball. 
 
 
Makes a Family 
 
My dad works in an office downtown, 
And when he's home, he works all around. 
He cleans up dishes and that job's hard; 
Then he rakes up leaves and mows the front yard. 
But Dad always finds some time for me, 
And that's what makes a family. 
 
Change Dad to Mom, Grandpa, Grandma, etc... 
This is the baby, littlest of all. 
See my whole family large and small 
(wiggle all the fingers) 
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Complete Programs 
 
Program Title: Captain Underpants Party 
(Target Audience: Elementary) 
 
Program Description: 
Opening activity: pass around a roll of toilet paper, have each child take as many sheets 
as they want. The number they take dictates how many things they have to tell the 
group about themselves. 
 
Name tags: have everyone make their own name tag using the code from Captain 
Underpants and the Perilous Plot of Professor Poopypants 
http://www.scholastic.com/captainunderpants/home.htm 
 
Biography of the author:  Read a short biography of the author 
http://www.pilkey.com/index.php 
 
Games 
For the games you can group the participants into “Georges” (and give them neck ties) 
and “Harolds” 
 

 Toilet plunger relay race: Have the contestants balance a roll of toilet paper on 
the end of a toilet plunger as they race, (get plungers from the dollar store). 

 Diaper of doom game: Like hot potato game but with a disposable diaper. Last 
person with the diaper must open it to find a whoopee cushion (also from the 
dollar store) 

 Underwear toss: Have contestants compete to toss (new) underwear by 
snapping the elastic waist band through  a toilet seat ( either a real one or one 
made of cardboard) Or have a contest to see how far they can toss the 
underwear. 

 
Crafts 

 Create a comic strip  
Hand out blank comic book pages with markers and pencils to create your own 
comic strip based on the Underpants characters. 

 Decorate underwear 
Have the children decorate plain white underwear using fabric markers.  Use 
these to create a display or send them home with the kids ( if you use regular 
markers, warn the kids that their decorations may not survive being worn and 
washed.) 

 
Other Ideas 

• Perfectly Portable Pilkey-Powered Paper Pilot Pug Plane (from the website) 
• George and Harold Flip Books 
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Underpants Trivia  
 Underpants was added to the dictionary in the 1930s 
 The average kid wears out a pair of underwear in about a year 
 All major league baseball umpires must wear black underwear while on 

the job in case their pants split 
 In early Canada it was illegal to hang men’s and women’s underwear on 

the same wash line 
 In Japan you can buy underwear from vending machines, like candy or 

soft drinks 
 The flap on the back of long underwear is sometimes called the barn door. 

 
Underpants Jokes and Riddles 

 
Knock knock 
Who’s there? 
Tom Sawyer 
Tom Sawyer who? 
Tom Sawyer underwear 
 
Q: What do you call a man who forgets to put on his underpants 
A: Nicholas ( knicker-less!) 
 
Q: What kind of underpants do dogs wear? 
A: Boxer shorts 
 
Q: What did the guy call his lost thermal underwear? 
A: Long gones. 
 
Q: What is a pair of underpants afraid of? 
A: To be hit below the belt. 
 
Q: What kind of underpants do florists wear? 
A: Bloomers 
 
Q: What did the t-shirt say to the long johns? 
A: Shall we keep this brief. 

 
Underwear Names around the World 
 

French sous-vêtements 
Dutch   onderbroek 
German unterhose 
Greek  to sovrako 
Korean sawk-pajee 
Polish  majtki 
Swahili chupi 
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Limerick 
 
There once was a young man called Trey 
Who wore the same briefs every day 
They royally stunk 
Worse than a skunk 
For a new pair he just would not pay. 

 
Also see the websites for word games, handouts and colouring sheets 
 
 
 
Program Title: Cartoon Heroes 
(Target Audience: Elementary) 
 
Discuss some cartoon super heroes re: their name, powers and origin etc.  Let each 
child create his own cartoon super hero.  Have them draw a picture of him or her in 
costume, name the superpowers, tell the origin and list their enemies. 
 
 
Books to Share 
 
Several titles by James Stevenson are done in the comic style including: 
Brrr!, Emma at the Beach and What’s Under My Bed 
 
Have a display of cartooning books.  Two recent titles dealing specifically with super 
heroes are: 
 

How to Draw X-men by Steve Behling 
The DC Comics Guide to Pencilling Comics by Klaus Janson 
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Craft:  Make a Flip Book  
 
Instructions: 
 

1. Take a small pad of paper and put tape around the top so the pages won’t fall 
out. 

 
2. To make a picture look like it’s moving, start with a simple picture of a character.  

Next make another picture that is almost the same but a little bit different from 
the first.  Do this again and again.  For example, this is how you can make a face 
go from a frown to a smile.  

 
i. On the last page of your pad draw your first picture.  To make a face, draw a 

circle with two eyes.  You’ll add the mouth later. 
ii. Trace just the circle and eyes onto all the other pages. Those parts won’t 

move. 
iii. To make the mouth, start with drawing the happy mouth on the last page. 
iv. Draw the mouth on each of the other pages, each time making the line get 

flatter until it’s a straight line. Then make it bend in the other direction into a 
frown. 

v. Flip it forwards and backwards to make your face smile and frown. 
 

Tips:  
1. Put more emphasis on starting the first drawing on the last page. 
2. Suggest small changes between drawings but exaggerate the action overall. 
3. Keep the drawings simple and bold. 
4. You'll need to accumulate about 20-30 drawings for a good flip... 50-100 is really 

worth it! 
5. Even though things are moving, keep details consistent (like number of buttons 

on a shirt). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sample of flip book art. 
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Program Title: Comic Mix Up  
(Target Audience: Elementary) 
 
Kids can make their own comic strip from an original comic strip.  Gather several comics 
strips from the newspaper and cut into individual panels.  Put the panels in a pile where 
the kids can choose 3-6 at random and make their own comic strip from a mixture of the 
originals.  Make little dialogue clouds so the child can provide the script.  Tape it all 
together and voilà! 
 
 
Books to Share 
 
Several titles by James Stevenson are done in the comic style including  
Brrr!, Emma at the Beach and What’s Under My Bed 
Meanwhile by Jules Feiffer 
 
Have a display of cartooning books.   
 
Supplies, resources needed:  newspaper comic strips, tape, pens. 

 
 
Program Title: Hero Quest 
(Target Audience: Preschool/Elementary) 
 
This is an alphabet game and any number of children can play.  The first child begins by 
saying “I went on a quest” to a place beginning with the letter “A”, “and with me I took” 
something beginning with the letter A.  The second player would add something 
beginning with the letter “B”.  For example: “I went on a quest to Alaska and with me I 
took an avocado.”  The second player would then say, “I went on a quest to Alaska and 
with me I took an avocado and a basketball” and so on. 
 
 
Books to Share 
 
C D B!  by William Steig. 
 
 
Set up a display of books featuring tall tales, alliteration, and idioms. 
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Program Title: I Have a Dream 
(Target Audience: Elementary) 
 
Tell the children about Martin Luther King Jr. and his role in overcoming injustice.  
Martin Luther King Jr. was inspired by Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglass, Henry 
David Thoreau, and Mahatma Gandhi to work for the freedom and dignity of all people.  
Read aloud from his speech “I Have a Dream”.  Use his story as an introduction to the 
concept of freedom.  What does it mean to be free?  How would you feel if your freedom 
was taken away? 
 
Craft 
 
Make a dream t-shirt to let the children wear their dreams for all to see.  Ask each child 
to bring a plain, cotton t-shirt.  Suggest they illustrate their dreams on the front of their t-
shirts. Tip: to illustrate the t-shirt, stretch it over a piece of cardboard. 
 
Books to Share 
  
I Dream of Trains by Angela Johnson 
Through My Eyes : The Autobiography of Ruby Bridges by Ruby Bridges 
Martin's Big Words : The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by Doreen Rappaport 
 
For colouring pages and other activities go to 
http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/black_history_month.htm 
 
 
 
Program Title: Local Hero  
(Target Audience: Preschool/Elementary) 
All communities have local heroes.  Invite someone who is a community leader, worker, 
star athlete, war survivor and have the hero talk about his or her experiences. If you 
have a parking lot, ask a fireman, ambulance and police to each bring a vehicle with 
them and as part of the program let the kids tour each vehicle. 
 
 
Books to Share 
 
Doctor DeSoto by William Steig 
Katie Morag Delivers the Mail by Mairi Hedderwick 
Magnus at the Fire by Jennifer Armstrong 
Policeman Small by Lois Lenski 
Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathmann 
 
Display books of community workers. 
 
For craft ideas and templates 
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http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/miscellaneous/communities.htm 
 
More activities, including colouring pages: 
http://www.first-school.ws/theme/commhelpers.htm 
http://www.fisher-price.com/us/rescueheroes/fun/activities/colorthumbs.asp 
 
 
 
Program Title: Pacifist Heroes 
(Target Audience: Preschool/Elementary) 
 
Some heroes try to help people in a non-violent manner. Have a book display of pacifist 
heroes (alive or deceased). Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa, etc.).   
 
Have the children work together to make a unity wreath (website listed below) “Pacifist 
Honour Roll.”  List the names on the leaves. Display. 
 
 
Books to Share 
 
The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Seuss 
Potatoes, Potatoes by Anita Lobel 
Ruby Mae Has Something to Say by David Small 
 
Crafts for doves and a unity wreath 
http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/black_history_month.htm 
 
Colouring pages 
http://www.coloringcastle.com/peace_coloring_pages.html 
 
 

 Page 31  



Program Title: Pass The Kryptonite 
(Target Audience: Preschool/Elementary) 
 
This is the hot potato game with a Superman twist.  Find a green object to use as 
kryptonite. Tell the children what kryptonite is and that if they ever should come in 
contact with it, to get rid of if as soon as possible. Then have the children sit in circles 
and pass the kryptonite to the theme from the Superman movie. 
 
 
Books to Share 
 
Max by Bob Graham 
Sumo Mouse by David Wisniewski 
 
Make a Superman craft 
http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/cartoons/msuperman.html 
 
Super hero cape (no sewing involved) 
http://familycrafts.about.com/cs/costumeacces/a/blsuphero.htm 
 
 
Program Title: Props in a Box 
(Target Audience: Preschool/Elementary) 
 
Have a box of props.  The children pull out a prop to build a story.  Suggested props:  
Magic wand, plush baseball, tennis ball, stethoscope, police badge, firefighter’s hat, 
crown, medal of achievement, cape , book, pen, etc. 
 
Books to Share 
 
Over the Moon by Rachel Vail 
Speak Up Blanche! by Emily McCully 
Swine Lake by James Marshall 
What Shall We Play?  by Sue Heap 
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Program Title: Reading With Your Fingers 
(Target Audience: Elementary) 
 
Blind people read every day using their fingers and system of raised dots, called Braille.  
Using the Braille alphabet, try completing these activities.  
 
Decode a message using the correct letter of the alphabet under each Braille symbol. 
You can find the Braille symbols in many sources including: 
 
http://www.cnib.ca/eng/braille_information/ 
 
The invention of Braille made a great improvement in the lives of blind people.  Create 
your own invention that could help a handicapped person live a better life.  Dream big!  
Have the child draw a picture of the invention and explain how it works.  
 
For riddles and games try: 
http://www.afb.org/braillebug/Games.asp 
 
Books to Share 
 
Mandy Sue Day by Roberta Karim 
See the Ocean by Estelle Condra 
 
 
Program Title: Sadoko and the Paper Crane   
(Target Audience: Elementary) 
 
Read the story of Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes by Eleanor Coerr. 
Make paper cranes.  Suspend them from the ceiling in your library. 
 
Books to Share 
 
The Paper Crane by Molly Bang 
Paper John by David Small 
Tree of Cranes by Allan Say 
 
Display origami books, and books about Japan. 
 
Paper Crane instructions: 
http://www.csi.ad.jp/suzuhari-es/1000cranes/paperc/index.html 
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Program Title: Super Hero Costume 
(Target Audience: Preschool/Elementary) 
 
Have kids trace each other on a large piece of newsprint and decorate their outline (or 
they could just do a life-size drawing) to represent what their own personal superhero 
costume or super powers would be.  It could be something to lift cars, a reflection of 
talents/things they enjoy (Baseball Boy, Captain Cooking, etc.) or the ultimate Super 
Villian!   Tissue paper can be used to attach capes; paper and fabric scraps can be 
used for their costume, etc.  
 
 
Books to Share 
 
Oliver the Mighty Pig by Jean Van Leeuwen 
Sumo Mouse by David Wisniewski 
Superdog: The Heart of a Hero by Caralyn Buehner 
 
 
Program Title: Hero Masks 
(Target Audience: Preschool/Elementary) 
 
Provide items to decorate masks as their favourite superhero.   
If you don’t want to design your own, there is a mask template at 
http://www.orangeyouglad.com/pdf/OYG_MaskTemplate.pdf 
 
This site has several printable masks. 
http://jas.familyfun.go.com/crafts?page=CraftDisplay&craftid=11138 
 
Books to Share 
 
Max by Bob Graham 
He Saves the Day by Marsha Hayles 
Oliver the Mighty Pig by Jean Van Leeuwen 
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Program Title: Super Senses 
(Target Audience: Elementary) 
 
Super tasting:  Blindfold taste test (be careful of food allergies) 
Super hearing:  Play sound effects and the group guesses 
Super smelling:  Scratch or sniff objects and guess while blindfolded 
Super vision:  Enlarge pictures or use mystery pictures and guess what they are 
 
Books to Share 
 
The Blind Hunter by Kristina Rodanas 
Hello Ocean by Pam Munoz Ryan 
Mandy Sue Day by Roberta Karim 
Walter the Farting Dog by William Kotzwinkle 
 
Display:  Books on the five senses 
 
 
Program Title: Test of Super Strength  
(Target Audience: Elementary) 
 
Invite children to come to the library dressed as their favourite hero and compete in 
these “test of strength” games. 
Kryptonite Toss:  Use green bean bags as kryptonite.  The child that can toss his 
kryptonite the furthest is the winner. (It could be the best out of three.) 
 
Defy Gravity:  Have each hero in turn stand with their right shoulder, right head and right 
foot against the wall.  Have them try to lift their left foot off the floor.  This can’t be done!  
To keep balanced you must shift your body so that the center of gravity is over the part 
of you that is holding you up. 
 
Obstacle Course:  Use anything readily available to make a challenging obstacle course 
with hero trials for the children to complete:eg. tall buildings (a tower of books?), hula 
hoops, chairs etc.   
 
      
Books to Share 
 
The Strongest Man This Side of Cremona by Georgia Graham 
The story of Hercules from your favourite book of Greek myths. 
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Program Title: Tall Building Challenge 
(Target Audience: Preschool/Elementary) 
 
Your patrons may not be able to leap tall buildings with a single bound, but they can 
build tall buildings with a bunch of supplies.  Have them build skyscrapers from 
recyclable items and see if your building can stand up to tests of strength. 
 
 
Books to Share 
 
The Lot at the End of My Block by Kevin Lewis 
Those Building Men by Angela Johnson 
 
Display: Non-fiction books of buildings, skyscrapers etc.  
 
More building ideas at this site. 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/dwelling/ 
 
Learn how to build a skyscraper “sturdy enough to support a gorilla” at this site. 
http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/sci/tallsturdybuilding.html 
 
 
Program Title: Library Scavenger Hunt 
(Target Audience: Elementary) 
 
Welcome:  “We are here today to search for people that exemplify courage, 
selflessness, and achieved their dreams by overcoming great obstacles.   Are you ready 
to follow in their footsteps?  The tools at your disposal are a quiz sheet and a pencil.  
With these you can find the secrets of those remarkable individuals who through their 
actions are noted for their special achievements.  
 
Scavenger Hunt:  Hand out quiz sheets and pencils.  Be available to answer questions.  
Tell participants to come to you when they are finished. 
 
Prizes:  Stickers and/or a certificate. 
 
Preparation:   
Photocopy enough quiz sheets and certificates. 
Place heroes on appropriate books before starting.  This can highlight your collection of 
books dealing with the theme—community helpers, Greek/Roman heroes, biographies 
of exceptional individuals etc. 
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SCAVENGER HUNT 

 
 

The challenge of this Scavenger Hunt is to use the library catalogue to answer the 
questions.  To help you along, we have placed pictures of heroes on the spines of some 
books. Enjoy the Hunt! 
 

 
 1.   What is a hero?  There are many unique qualities of a hero.  Go to a                
       dictionary and find a definition of a hero. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. There are many people that work in jobs which provide relief and respond to    
      emergency situations.  Write down the titles of two books you find about  
      community helpers.  
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Canada has heroes that fought to save our country.  Find a title of a book  

about Canada at war. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Do you think animals can be heroes?  Find a book about an animal  
      that has played a major role in a person’s life. 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.   Heroes are figured prominently in Greek and Roman mythology.   
      Find the books on mythology and name two mythological heroes. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.    Roberta Bondar is a Canadian astronaut hero. Find a book about her in the library   
      catalogue.  Write down the title. 
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____________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.   Many people love to read books about people (biographies and autobiographies).  
      We have quite a few scattered in the children’s non-fiction section.  Look for a     
      yellow band around the spine of a book or in the 921’s.  Write down the title and the  
      author of one of these books of a person that you consider a hero. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
8.   A lot of people look to the Bible for their heroes.  To find books on Bible heroes go  
      to the 200’s section in the library and write down the title of one Bible story you find 
      there.     
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
          
9.   Many children have a fictional book character as their hero.  Write the name of your  
      favourite book character. 
 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Pictures of Heroes for the Scavenger Hunt 
 
Religious Heroes 

       
 
Community Workers    

                                         
Roberta Bondar   Greek/Roman Heroes   Animal Heroes  

                                           
Biographical Heroes      Canadian War Veteran 
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HEROQUEST! 
 

 
Scavenger Hunt @ ------ 

Library 
 
 
 
 

I certify that  
 
………………………………………………………………… 
has overcome obstacles, 
demonstrated courage, and 
superhuman abilities in the 
quest to find heroes. 
 

Signed …………………………………… 
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  Summer 2006 

 
Program Title: CALVIN- SUPER CUB SCOUT 
(Target Audience: Preschool/Elementary) 
 
The story can be found at http://scoutingbear.com/audience/calvin.htm 
 
Give each child one of the cards found following the story.  This will tell them which 
sound to make as you read the story. 
 
Divide the group into five smaller groups and assign each group one of the words 
listed below. Read the story. After each of the words is read, pause for the group to 
make the appropriate response.  
 
 
CALVIN  "I'll make it through."
DOG/DOGS  "Woof, Woof ." 
SNOW  "Brrrrrrrrrrrrr." 
SLED "Swish, swish." 
POLAR BEAR "Growwwl." 
 
 
CALVIN __ the Super Cub Scout, fought his way through the blinding SNOW __ storm. 
He urged the DOGS __ forward as they  pulled the SLED __ across the vast Canadian 
wilderness. CALVIN __ knew he must get there. The provisions in the SLED __ were 
desperately needed. The wind and SNOW __ pushed CALVIN __ back down the trail. 
The DOGS __ fought on at CALVIN'S __ urging. The forest seemed to close in around 
the DOG __ team, the SLED __ and CALVIN __ as darkness began to fall.  
 
Finally, the DOGS __ could go no more. CALVIN __ knew they needed rest. He dug a 
cave in the SNOW ___ and built a small fire. From the SLED __ CALVIN __ pulled 
some meager provisions and threw some food to his faithful DOGS __ taking only a 
small portion for himself. Those provisions would be needed at his destination. CALVIN 
__ snuggled down between the DOGS __ next to the SLED __ in the SNOW __ for 
some well earned rest. Unfortunately the scent of the food reached the nose of a hungry 
POLAR BEAR __ hiding in the SNOW __ not far away. The POLAR BEAR __ came 
running. CALVIN __ and the DOGS __ had to run for their lives. The DOGS __ pulled 
the SLED __ at top speed as CALVIN __hung on tight. The POLAR BEAR __ was right 
behind them. CALVIN __ could feel the POLAR BEAR'S __ hot breath on the back of 
his neck. Just as the POLAR BEAR __ was about to snatch CALVIN __ from the SLED 
__, the DOGS __ put on a burst of speed and they all escaped in a flurry of SNOW __, 
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leaving the POLAR BEAR __ far behind.  
 
They did not stop again. On through the SNOW __ sped CALVIN __ the SLED __ and 
the DOGS __. Soon they reached their destination and were welcomed by throngs of 
thankful people.  
 
"CALVIN __ CALVIN __. Someone was shaking CALVIN __, the Super Cub Scout. 
"Did you fall asleep? Thanks for bringing the refreshments to the Pack Meeting." It was 
CALVIN'S __Den Leader. "No problem," replied CALVIN __ as the DOGS __, SLED 
__, SNOW __, and the POLAR BEAR __ faded into his imagination. 
 
 
 
Cut these out and give one to each participant. 
       

   

   

   
 
 
Snow:  “Brrrrrrrr.” 
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Dog/dogs:  “Woof, woof.” 
 
 

  

 
                                                                                                                 
 
Polar Bear: “Growl”    
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Sled:  “Swish, swish.” 

 

 
 
Calvin:  “I’ll make it through.” 
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 Summer Reading Club 

 

Reading Report – Book Report One 
My Name:_____________________________ 
Age:_________________________________ 
Book Title:____________________________ 
Author:_______________________________ 
Rating (Circle One) A=Awesome B=Alright C=Awful 
Answer these questions: 
Who did you like best in the story and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What was the best or worst part of the story? 
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     Summer Reading Club  
 

 
 

Reading Report – Book Report Two 
My Name:_____________________________ 
Age:_________________________________ 
Book Title:____________________________ 
Author:_______________________________ 
Rating (Circle One) A=Awesome B=Alright C=Awful 
Write down what you thought of this story. 
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 Summer Reading Club  
 

 
 

Suggested Oral Book Report Questions for Fiction 
 

Roll the dice – answer the question that is the same number as the dice or cut 
questions into strips and have a child pick a strip and answer that question. 
 
 

2.   What was the best part of the book? 

3.   Are there any animals in the story? 

4.   What character did you like the best? 

5.   Would you tell your friends to read this book? 

6.   FREE STICKER – no questions asked! 

7.   Was this a happy or sad story? 

8.   How did the story begin? 

9.   Would you read this book again? 

10. How did the story end? 

11. Where did this story take place? 

12. If you could be someone in the story, who would it  
      be? 
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 Summer Reading Club 2006 
 
 

 
 

Suggested Oral Book Report Questions for Non-Fiction 
 

 
Roll one dice – answer the question that is the same number as the dice or cut 
questions into strips and have a child pick a strip and answer that question. 
 

1) Name one fact that you learned 

2) What was your favourite part of the book? 

3) Do you think other kids would like this book? Why or 

why not? 

4) FREE STICKER – no questions asked! 

5) Why did you choose this book? 

6) Would you read this book again? 
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 Summer Reading Club 2006 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tab 

Tab 

Tab 

Fold Tabs and Glue into 
the shape of a box 

Dice for Oral Book Report 
Questions 

(two required) 
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 Summer Reading Club  
 

 
 

Picture Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Draw a picture from your book 
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ACTIVITY SHEETS 
 

BINGO! 
 

GREEK COMIC TRAITS BOOKS CANADIAN 

B I N G O 
H E R O ! 

ZEUS BATMAN COURAGE STANLEY 
YELNATS 

SANFORD 
FLEMING 

ACHILLES SPIDERMAN CONVICTION HARRY POTTER ROBERTA 
BONDAR 

HERCULES ROBIN TENACITY HARDY BOYS FREDERICK 
BANTING 

HERA WONDER 
WOMAN VIRTUE CAPTAIN 

UNDERPANTS 
MARC 

GARNEAU 

POSEIDON SUPERMAN BRAVE ROBIN HOOD TERRY FOX 

CYCLOPS GOTHAM GALLANT ELOISE RICK HANSEN 

APHRODITE TINTIN VALOUR ANASTASIA LAURA 
SECORD 

PROMETHEUS SCOOBY-
DOO DETERMINATION NANCY DREW NORMAN 

BETHUNE 

APOLLO HULK DARING ENCYCLOPEDIA 
BROWN 

WAYNE 
GRETZKY 

ARTEMIS ASTERIX FEARLESS POCAHONTAS NELLIE 
MCCLUNG 

KRONOS POWERPUFF 
GIRLS BOLD JOHNNY 

APPLESEED 
HARRIET 
TUBMAN 

HADES MANGA STRENGTH KING ARTHUR LOUIS RIEL 

HYPERION METROPOLIS HONOURABLE HANS BRINKER POUNDMAKER

ODYSSEUS PETER 
PARKER SURENESS LASSIE EMILY STOWE 
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Name: __________________________   Age:_________ 
EVERYDAY HEROES 
 
Many people that you know perform heroic acts just by doing their jobs.  There are also 
people who help people through volunteer work.  Write a headline and a short story 
and/or draw a picture about an everyday hero that you know about. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
            

 HEADLINES 
 

 
 

 

 Summer Reading Club  
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Unlikely hero!     
Thousands honour fallen hero!   
Young hero saves DOG! 
 
 
Look in a newspaper and cut out words from headlines to make your own headline.  
Place your headline in the box below.  Then, write a news story to accompany your 
headline. 
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Meet My Favourite Hero 
 
Who is your favourite hero?  Draw a picture of your favourite hero in the frame 
below and then write a caption on the line under the frame. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Write the number of minutes  
you read each day on an easel!  
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 Put your total here:  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Page 55  



 
 
 

Name Game 
 
 
 
IF YOU USE THE LETTERS IN ”QUEST FOR HEROES”, HOW MANY WORDS CAN 
YOU MAKE?  WRITE YOUR WORDS IN THE SPACES BELOW. 
 
QUEST FOR HEROES 
 
EXAMPLE: REST 
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Try this! 
 
 
See how many words you can make from 
the title of your favourite book or author. 
 
 
 



 
 
                                                                     

       REBUS 
 
A rebus is a story that uses pictures and words.  When you come to a picture, say the 
word out loud. 

 

                                      
 
Superlibrarian      Book         Library                      Boy         Cat            Two            Cup 
 
 

It was a dark and stormy day.  A perfect day to curl up with a good , thought 

. 

Just as she was about to pour a  of tea, a came into the .  He 
was bored.   
 

He needed a good .  It was time for   to jump into action.  First, she looked 

in the    alogue.  Then she went to the shelves.  
 
“How about Goosebumps?”  she asked.  
 

 “     scary,” said the .  
 
“How about The Order of the Phoenix?” she asked.   
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“  long,” said the . 
 
“How about Toad and Frog?” she asked.  
 

“  easy”, said the .   

Just then a tremendous crash echoed through the .  A car drove into the 

 ! Just before it hits the ,       jumps in and saves him!  The    

decides to read a     on heroes.  And one day he will become a     .     
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Silly Sentences 
 
These sentences are all mixed up.  Cut out the words and sort them out! 

 

sick people doctor examines A 
 

 
 

fighters put fires Fire out 
 

 

safe you Police officers keep 

 
 

learn School help teachers you 

 
 

help Librarians find you books 
 

 

help sports you play Coaches 
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SUDOKU HEROES 
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SUDOKU HEROES ANSWERS 
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Hero Stick Puppets 

 

 
 

  
 

 
Cut out the hero and tape a Popsicle stick to the back. 
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Super Hero Alias Word Search 
 
 

S U P E R M A N I C P 

E 
 

P E H U L K E R L M 

L A T S A B A T M A N 

I 
 

B E A B A N N E R S 
N T R D I A N A S K P 
A M P A M S P I D K I 

K C A T W O M A N E D 
Y 
 

B R U C E W A Y N E 

L N K W O N P E D T R 
E S R U P E F M Z V M 
W B N Q E R W Z M C A 

W O N D E R W O M A N 
 

BANNER 

BATMAN 

BRUCE WAYNE 

CATWOMAN 

CLARK KENT 

DIANA 

HULK 

SELINA KYLE 

SPIDERMAN 

SUPERMAN 

WONDER WOMAN 
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Super Hero Alias Word Search Answers 
 
 

S U P E R M A N  C  

E 
 

  H U L K   L  

L     B A T M A N 

I 
 

   B A N N E R S 
N   D I A N A  K P 
A         K I 

K C A T W O M A N E D 
Y 
 

B R U C E W A Y N E 

L         T R 
E          M 
          A 

W O N D E R W O M A N 
 

BANNER (Hulk) 

BATMAN 

BRUCE WAYNE (Batman)  

CATWOMAN 

CLARK KENT (Superman) 

DIANA (Wonder Woman) 

HULK 

SELINA KYLE (Catwoman) 

SPIDERMAN 

SUPERMAN 

WONDER WOMAN 
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Quest for Heroes! TIC TAC TOE 
 

Will the real heroes please come forward? 
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Cut out heroes and heroines as playing pieces 
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Community Workers Word Search 
 
 
 

P 
 

O S T A L  W O R K E R S 

L 
 

P E H U I K E R R T M M 

U 
 

D T S A B A T M O E N N 

M 
 

T E A B R N N E T A S S 

B T C N I A N A S C C P P 

E 
 

M O A T R P I D O H I I 

R 
 

C A T W I M A N D E N D 

Y 
 

B C U C A S A Y I R U E 

E 
 

N H W O N P T D C M R M 

F 
 

I R E F I G H T E R S A 

E L E C T R I C I A N E N 
 
 LIBRARIAN    FIRE FIGHTERS    POSTAL WORKERS  COACH   
 
 NURSE   DOCTOR   DENTIST   TEACHER   PLUMBER   ELECTRICIAN 
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Community Workers Word Search Answers 
 
 

P 
 

O S T A L  W O R K E R S 

L 
 

    I    R T   

U 
 

D    B    O E   

M 
 

 E   R    T A   

B  C N I A    C C   

E 
 

 O  T R    O H   

R 
 

 A   I    D E N  

 
 

 C   A S    R U  

 
 

 H   N  T    R  

F 
 

I R E F I G H T E R S  

E L E C T R I C I A N E  
 
LIBRARIAN    FIRE FIGHTERS    POSTAL WORKERS      COACH 

 
NURSE   DOCTOR   DENTIST   TEACHER   PLUMBER ELECTRICIAN 
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Party Ideas 
 
 
1.  Pin the mask on the Superhero. 
 
2.  X-ray Vision Game:  Put items in a box.   Let the kids identify them without  
     sight, only touch or smell. 
 
3.  Cut out pages from super hero comics. White out the speech bubbles and  
     then make several copies with a printer. Write your own party message in the   
     bubbles and send to your guests. 
 
Websites with party ideas: 
http://www.boardmanweb.com/party/hero.htm 
 
http://www.birthdaypartyideas.com/html/party_ideas.html 
 
http://www.ivillage.co.uk/parenting/occasions/birthdays/articles/0,,637040_637044,00.html 
 
http://www.amazingmoms.com/htm/party_super_hero.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
Quest for Heroes Party Invitations 
 
 
1. You are invited to overcome obstacles, demonstrate bold exploits and other 
    superhuman feats. Costumes recommended! 
 

2. Cut out pages from super hero comics. White out the speech bubbles and then make             
several copies with a printer. Write your own party message in the bubbles and send to 
your guests. 

 
 

 You are invited on a Super Hero Mission!
 
 

 

             ZAP! KABOOM! 

 
 
 
 

Date:                   Time: 
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Display Ideas/Contests 
 

Displays and Contests 
 
Displays 
Create a bulletin board of super heroes for the children to colour throughout the 
summer. 
 
Create a bulletin board called “Daring Deeds: Stories of Bravery” with suitable book 
titles. 
 
Make a collage of book covers of heroes from past and present, fiction, non-fiction and 
use the caption “Check out a Hero” or “Be a Hero, Read a Book.” 
 
Make large signs that say BOOM, ZAP, BAM, KABOOM, etc. 
 
Fun lines for display 
 
Super Heroes=Super Readers 
You Too, Can Be a Super Hero 
Super Readers Can Do Super Magic 
Super Heroes Powered by Books 
Super Charged 
Check out a Hero 
Heroes:  Powered by Books 
Heroes:  Powered (the name of your library) 
Hall of Heroes  
Power Programs 
Krypt-Ignite Your Imagination 
X-treme Readers 
Undercover Heroes 
 
Contests 
 
Have a “Guess how many kryptonites are in the jar” contest.  (use green candy) 
 
My Hero Story Contest  
 
Have the children write a brief description why someone in their life is a hero. The 
promotion could say:  Tell us…Who is your hero?  Is your mother a hero? Your pet?  
Your sister?  Tell us about real life rescues and acts of courage. 
Have a comic book trivia contest.  Check these sites for ideas. 
http://www.queendom.com/mindgames/quizdom/quiz32.html 
http://www.suite101.com/article.cfm/comic_books/110079 
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CREATE A HERO CONTEST AT THE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 
ATTENTION ALL KIDS! 

 
 
Use your imagination.  Your idea should be original.  Use any 
materials you like as long as the hero is three dimensional. It must 
be able to be viewed from all sides.  Use boxes, egg cartons, foil 
pans, plastic or paper plates, cardboard tubes, clay, etc. 
 
 
Entries must be received at the library by ______________________. 
 
Attach entry form. 
 
All entries will be displayed in the library and prizes will be awarded. 
 
 
 
 
Name_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Address_____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Phone____________________________Age________________________ 
 
 
Name of your creature_________________________________________ 
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Music/Fingerplays 
 
 

Did You Ever See a Super Hero (to the tune of “Did You Ever See a Lassie?”) 
 
Did you ever see a super hero, a super hero, a super hero 
Did you ever see a super hero 
Jump up and down? 
Jump this way and that way 
Jump this way and that way 
Did you ever see a super hero 
Jump up and down 
...twirl all around 
...hop on one foot 
….etc.  

 
Superman Flying 
 
 Put your hands way up high 
 Like Superman flying across the sky 
 Fly to the left/ Now fly to the right (lean to your left, then right) 
 Now show me your Superman muscles with all your might (make arm  
 muscles) 
 Now Superman’ s putting his suit away (bring arms down slowly)  
So he can go flying another day (rest hands in lap) 
 
Shadowy Surprises 
 
One, two, three 
Who can it be? 
There's a super hero following me! 
Four, five, six 
It can play tricks! 
It runs, and jumps and even kicks! 
 
Who Can You Trust? (from 1001 Fingerplays and Rhymes, to the tune of “Are You 
Sleeping”) 
 
Who can you trust? 
Who can you trust? 

 Page 72  



Who's your friend? 
Who's your friend? 
You can trust a super hero 
You can trust a super hero 
To be your friend 
To be your friend 
I’m a Super Hero (to the tune of I'm A Little Teapot) 
 
I’m a super hero, with my star  
I help people near and far 
If you have a problem, call on me 
And I will be there, 1, 2, 3! 
 
 
Five Super Heroes 
 
Five super heroes standing by a door, 
One became a traffic cop 
Then there were four. 
Four super heroes watching over me.  
One took home a lost boy,  
and then there were three. 
Three super heroes dressed all in blue  
One stopped a speeding car,  
and then there were two. 
Two super heroes, how fast they run! 
One caught a bad man,  
And then there was one 
One super hero saw smoke far away. 
He called the firehouse,  
and he saved the day.  
 
 
Superman Says  
 
If the leader tells you to do something without first saying “Superman says” you must 
ignore him, anyone who obeys is out! 
 

 Shake your head 
 Clap your hands 
 Touch your nose 
 Jump up and down 
 Blink your eyes 
 Hop on one foot 
 Wiggle your ears 
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 Turn around 
 Sit down 
 Stretch up 
 Freeze on the spot 
 Nod your head 
 Bend your body 
 Twist around 
 Tap your head 
 Lift one leg  
 Sway back and forth 
 Scratch your tummy 
 Take a bow 

 
 
Batman and Robin 
 
Jingle bells, Batman smells, 
Robin laid an egg 
The Batmobile lost a wheel, 
And the Joker got away. 
 
 
Tarzan 
 
Tarzan, Tarzan, in the air, 
Tarzan lost his underwear 
Tarzan say, “Me no care”. 
Me no wear no underwear! 
 
 
Super Samson Simpson by Jack Prelutsky from Something Big has Been Here 
 
I am Super Samson Simpson, 
I’ m superlatively strong, 
I like to carry elephants, 
I do it all day long, 
I pick up half a dozen 
and hoist them in the air, 
it’s really somewhat simple, 
for I have strength to spare. 
 
My muscles are enormous, 
they bulge from top to toe, 
and when I carry elephants, 
they ripple to and fro, 

 Page 74  



but I am not the strongest 
in the Simpson family, 
for when I carry elephants, 
my grandma carries me. 
 
Songs about occupations. 
http://www.earlyliterature.ecsd.net/occupations.htm
 

Websites 
 
Comic Books for Young Adults 
http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/units/lml/comics/pages/superhero.html 
 
Comic Hero Characters in Children’s Books 
(featured books of the month) 
http://www.rfcity.org/library/kids/comics.html
 
Family Education 
http://www.familyeducation.com/article/0,1120,67-11945,00.html 
 
Heroes and Heroines 
http://www.hardin.k12.ky.us/res_techn/themes/heroes_heroines.htm 
 
The Incredible Hulk 
(for young Hulk fans) 
http://www.hulklibrary.com/hulk/kids/kids-main.asp 
 
Jewish Heroes and Heroines of America 
http://www.fau.edu/library/brodytoc.htm 
 
Kids Hall of Fame 
(This site spotlights extraordinary achievements of kids under the age of 20) 
http://www.thekidshalloffame.com/ 
 
Superhero Test 
(Take the test and find out what kind of Superhero you are!) 
http://www.matthewbarr.co.uk/superhero/ 
 
Museum of Black Superheroes 
(A site dedicated to Black superheroes) 
http://www.blacksuperhero.com/ 
 
People of the Century 
(Humanitarians and Heroes of the 20th century) 
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http://www.sacbee.com/static/archive/news/projects/people_of_century/hum_heroes/index.h
tml 
 
Spider-Man in Amazing Adventures 
(U.S. Dept. of Education) 
http://www.ed.gov/inits/americareads/spidey/index.html 
 
Super Hero Dictionary 
(The creator of this site’s tagline is “Whoever said comics can’t be educational?) 
http://shdictionary.tripod.com/index.html 
 
Super Hero Cartoons 
http://www.offthemark.com/super/super.htm 
 
Surfing the Net with Kids:  Heroes and Heroines 
(Stories about real life heroes and heroines) 
http://www.surfnetkids.com/heroes.htm 
 
Unsung Heroes and Heroines 
(Created by a school in Ottawa) 
http://www.occdsb.on.ca/~sel/hero/project.htm 
 
http://www.occdsb.on.ca/~sel/hero/gallery.htm 
 
 
 
Colouring Pages Websites 
 
Captain Underpants 

http://www.pilkey.com/bookview.php?id=3&pg=print-play#color 
 
Greek heroes 

http://www.coloring.ws/greek1.htm 
 
http://www.coloring.ws/greek2.htm 

 
Knights (scroll down for knights) 

http://www.coloring.ws/royalty.htm 
 
Police and Firefighters 

http://www.coloring.ws/police.htm 
 
http://www.kidscolorpages.com/policefireman.htm 

 
RCMP 

http://www.coloring.ws/canada.htm 
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Rescue Hero (helicopter pilot) 
http://www.fisher-
price.com/us/rescueheroes/fun/activities/img/coloring/aerial_specialist.pdf 
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Super Heroes (Superman, Spider-Man, etc.) 
 
http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/cartoons/super-heros.html 
 
http://www.coloring.ws/superman1.htm 
 
 
Connect the Dots 
 
Firetruck (connect the dots by 5s) 
http://www.abcteach.com/Dots/dotby5.htm 
 
Firetruck 
http://www.kidprintables.com/puzzles/dottodot/2.shtml 
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Summer Reading Club 2006 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6. Forms, Templates & 

Clip Art 
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 Summer Reading Club 2006  
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Registration Form 

# Name 
 

Age Girl/
Boy

 

How did you first hear of 
this program?  Pick from 
numbers below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
1. School / daycare presentation by 

library staff   
2. Staff promotion in branch 
3. Word of mouth 
4. School invitations 

5. Joined last year 
6. Media (radio, newspaper, website, 

library program guide, transit ads) 
7. Other 
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TD SUMMER READING CLUB 2006 (TDSRC) 
STATISTICS AND EVALUATION FORM 

 
In order to provide TD Bank and your provincial/territorial authorities with accurate information about the 
success of the program, the participation of each library branch in the evaluation is crucial. The process 
will take place between August 25 and September 29, 2006. 
 
Individual library branches are asked to fill out the following evaluation form and to provide their 
responses to their main branch via fax or e-mail. Your main library will then fill out a unique online form 
for the whole system. Please do not change the format of this document. 
 
Main library systems are the respondents for the Online Statistics and Evaluation Form and are 
responsible for compiling the data for all participating branches. The respondents will be receiving an   
e-mail invitation from Decima Research on August 25 with a personalized URL address and full 
instructions.  
 
 
Please make sure you fill out all the mandatory fields marked by (►). If the information is not 
available, please enter ( n/a ); and if there was none for this category, please enter a zero ( 0 ). In the 
non-mandatory fields only, please give an estimate if you did not collect specific data. 

PART I - STATISTICS # ↓  RESPONSES ↓ 

INFORMATION ON LIBRARY 

►Name of your main library 1 
  

►Name of your library branch 2 
  

STATISTICS ON PARTICIPATION 

►Total number of participants who registered for the TDSRC 2006 with the intent to read books.  
Please transcribe the totals from the appropriate category of your registration form.  

►AGE GROUPS   BOYS 
0-5 3  
6-8 4  

9-12 5  
13+ 6  

TOTAL NUMBER OF BOY PARTICIPANTS 7  
►AGE GROUPS   GIRLS 

0-5 8  
6-8 9  

9-12 10  
13+ 11  

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIRL PARTICIPANTS 12 
TOTAL NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS – BOYS AND GIRLS 13 



►Total number of reading kits or posters given out to children coming 
into your library, and to any daycares or other agencies that picked up 
reading kits or posters for their group.  

TOTAL 

►Posters only 14  
►Reading kits (includes poster, logbook and stickers) 15  
Circulation data during July and August TOTAL 
Circulation of children’s materials 16  
Circulation recorded on children’s library cards 17 

PROGRAM STATISTICS TOTAL 
If recorded, total number of club programs/activities 18  
 TOTAL 
If recorded, total attendance at programs/activities for boys and girls 19  
 BOYS 
If recorded, total attendance at programs/activities for boys 20  
 GIRLS 
If recorded, total attendance at programs/activities for girls 21  
 YES OR NO 
►Did you run this as a drop-in program? 22   
►Did you run the program as a club? (e.g., with distinct meeting times) 
(can do both) 23   

 TOTAL 
If recorded, total number of children who collected all 9 stickers 24  
If recorded, total number of books reported on 25  
If recorded, total number of books read 26  
If recorded, total number of hours read 27  

PROMOTION OF PROGRAM 

►Please transcribe the totals from your registration form to the 
appropriate methods below (only one method per participant):  

Number of participants that 
first heard about the TDSRC by 

the following methods  
1. Presentation to schools and/or daycares by library staff 28  
2. Staff promotion in branch 29  
3. Word of mouth 30  
4. School invitations 31  
5. Joined last year 32  
6. Media (radio, newspaper, website, library program guide, 
    transit ads)  33  

7. Other – Describe here: 34  

 YES OR NO 
►Did any library staff promote the program to schools/daycares? 35   

  TOTAL 
►If yes, total number of visits, if no, write zero (0) 36  
►If yes, total number of children reached; if not, write zero (0) 37  



►Rate your level of satisfaction with the program elements below: 
1-Very Dissatisfied 
2-Dissatisfied      3-Neutral     
4-Satisfied  5-Very Satisfied 

►Overall appreciation of the theme 38 
►Visual representation of the theme in the materials 39 
►Quality of the logbook 40 
►Relevance of the content of the logbook 41 
►Program poster 42 

►Rate your level of satisfaction with the program elements below: 
1-Very Dissatisfied 
2-Dissatisfied      3-Neutral     
4-Satisfied  5-Very Satisfied 

►Relevance of the content of the Staff Manual 43 
►Promotional materials 44 
►Menus and navigation on the website www.td-club-td.ca 45 
►Content of website 46 
►Materials available on the website 47 
►The Kids’ website 48 
►Overall satisfaction with the website 49 

PART II - COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS 

PROGRAM READING OUTCOMES 
Do you have any indicators of a child's increased enjoyment of reading? Of reading successes? 
Changes in attitude toward reading? (max. 50 words) 

50   

Do you have any testimonials from parents, caregivers or teachers that may indicate an improvement in 
reading level? (max. 50 words) 

51   

SUGGESTIONS ON PROGRAM 
 Do you have any suggestions on the program's future themes? (max. 20 words) 

52   

Do you have any suggestions on the TDSRC overall? (max. 50 words) 
53   

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA THANKS YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION! 
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Library Program Sheet 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Every year public libraries create and host a Summer Reading Club for children.  The 
program is sponsored by TD Bank Financial Group who have made it available across 
Canada.  This year the title is Quest for Heroes  Children will be searching for heroes all 
summer long through books and activities. 
 
Many studies show that children who do not read during the summer find themselves at 
risk of falling behind once school begins again.  By reading for fun through the summer 
months, children return to school having maintained or improved their reading skills.  In 
fact, if your child doesn’t already read for pleasure, this is the perfect time to remind the 
whole family that reading can be fun! 
 
Children can join at any participating library.  It’s easy and it’s free!  They will receive a 
beautiful poster by this year’s artist Martha Newbigging, and an activity book in which they 
can list the books they read.  Stickers are also given out to be placed on the poster. 
 
Going away on vacation?  Children can read through the summer and either check in at 
their branch at summer’s end, or go to any other participating library. 
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List of Poster Heroes 

 
In 1813, Laura Secord warns the British in Canada about an American attack on their 
soldiers. 
 
In 1923, Canadian Sir Frederick Banting wins the Nobel Prize in medicine for his 
research with Insulin thereby extending the life of diabetics. 
 
Nelly McClung wins the fight for the recognition of women as persons under Canadian 
law in 1929. 
 
Anne Frank, a young victim of Hitler’s Jewish Holocaust, begins her diary in 1942. 
 
Known as the “mother of the American civil rights movement,” Rosa Parks refused to give 
up her seat to a white man on a bus in 1955. 
 
In 1979, Mother Teresa wins the Nobel Prize for her missionary work with the sick and the 
outcast. 
 
Terry Fox dips his foot in the Atlantic Ocean at St. John’s, Newfoundland and begins the 
Marathon of Hope on April 12, 1980. 
 
Gilgamesh was a legendary Babylonian king. 
 
In the 1500s, Hiawatha’s peacemaking abilities helped to establish the Iroquois 
Confederacy. 
 
Jacques Cartier was an explorer of the St. Lawrence River to Montréal. His discoveries 
were the basis for France’s claim to Canada. 
 
One of the most well-known scientists of the century, Albert Einstein changed the world 
by solving many problems in physics. 
 
Gandhi helped free the people of India from British rule through non-violent resistance. 
 
Amelia Earhart was the first woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean. 
 
After becoming a paraplegic, Rick Hansen wheeled the circumference of the Earth to 
raise money for and awareness of spinal cord injuries. 
 
The Dalai Lama won the 1989 Nobel Peace Prize for his non-violent efforts to end China’s 
rule of Tibet. 
 
Best known for her part in the “Underground Railroad,” Harriet Tubman guided 300 slaves 
to freedom. 
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Nelson Mandela an anti-Apartheid activist in South Africa oversaw that country’s first 
democratically-elected government. 
 
Graça Machel is recognized for her longstanding humanitarian work, particularly the 
impact of armed conflict on children. 
 
Sadako, a Japanese child was diagnosed with leukemia in 1955 as a result of radiation 
caused by the bombing of Hiroshima.  While she was ill her friend told her of the Japanese 
legend that if she folded a thousand paper cranes, she might be granted her wish to be 
well. 
 
John Lennon was a founding member of The Beatles, the most famous group in the 
history of popular music. 
 
Donovan Bailey set the world record for the 100-metre race at the 1996 Olympics. 
 
 
 
Other Heroes 
 
Soccer Player 
Hockey Player 
Martial Arts Master 
 
Rock Star 
Virtuoso violinist 
Painter / Artist 
 
Veterinarian 
Animal Rescuer 
Firefighter 
Lifeguard 
Paramedics 
Rescue Dog 
RCMP 
Peacekeeper 
Veteran 
Astronaut 
 
King Arthur 
Hercules 
Wizard 
Robin Hood 
Superhero 
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Stickers 
 
Author 
Teacher 
Crossing Guard 
Coach 
Librarian 
Homemaker 
Reading Buddy 
Dad (planting tree with daughter) 
Person Recycling 
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9 Stickers for TDSRC 2006 Quest for Heroes Poster 
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Everyday Heroes  
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Famous Heroes 
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Other Poster Elements 
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 Summer Reading Club 2006  
 

  
  
 

 

 

7. Booklists 
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TD Summer Reading Club 2006 
Quest for Heroes 

Picture Books  
 
 
*Allinson, Beverley.  Illus. Barbara Reid  Effie  

*Andrews, Jan.   Illus. Ian Wallace  Very Last First Time  

Armstrong, Jennifer.  Illus. Owen Smith  Magnus at the Fire  

Bannerman, Helen.  Illus. Fred Marcellino The Story of Little Babaji   

*Beck, Andrea  Elliot Digs for Treasure (An Elliot Moose  
  Story)  

Bemelmans, Ludwig  Madeline  

*Bourgeois, Paulette.  Illus. Brenda Clark  Franklin in the Dark  

Briggs, Raymond  Jim and the Beanstalk  

Burningham, John  Avocado Baby  

Cannon, Janell  Stellaluna   

*Cassidy, Sean  Good to Be Small  

*Davis, Aubrey.  Illus. Dušan Petričić  Bagels from Benny   

de Beer, Hans  Little Polar Bear  

de Brunhoff, Jean   The Story of Babar, the Little Elephant  

Gackenbach, Dick  Harry and the Terrible Whatzit  

Graham, Bob  Jethro Byrd, Fairy Child  

Graham, Bob  Max   

*Graham, Georgia  The Strongest Man this Side of  
  Cremona  
 

Harrison, David Lee.  Illus. Karen Stormer Brooks Dylan the Eagle-Hearted 
   Chicken  

*Harrison, Troon.  Illus. Zhong-Yang Huang Courage to Fly   

Henkes, Kevin  Sheila Rae, the Brave  

Hoffman, Mary.  Illus. Caroline Binch  Amazing Grace  

Holabird, Katharine.  Illus. Helen Craig  Angelina Ballerina  

*Jennings, Sharon.  Illus. Sean Jeffrey [et al.] Franklin and the Hero  

Leaf, Munro.  Illus. Robert Lawson  The Story of Ferdinand  
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Lester, Helen.  Illus. Lynn Munsinger  Tacky the Penguin  

*Lesynski, Loris  Boy Soup, or, When Giant Caught Cold  

Lionni, Leo  Swimmy  

McKissack, Patricia C.  Illus. Rachel Isadora Flossie and the Fox   

Meddaugh, Susan  Hog-Eye  

*Muller, Robin  Mollie Whuppie and the Giant  

*Munsch, Robert.  Illus. Michael Martchenko    The Paper Bag Princess   

Piper, Watty.  Illus. George and Doris Hauman The Little Engine that Could  

Rayner, Mary  Mr. and Mrs. Pig’s Evening Out  

Rey, H. A.   Curious George  

*Ruurs, Margriet.  Illus. Barbara Spurll  Emma at the Fair   

Sendak, Maurice  Where the Wild Things Are  

Steig, William  Brave Irene   

*Valgardson, W.D.  Illus. Ange Zhang  Thor  

Wells, Rosemary  Hazel’s Amazing Mother  

Wells, Rosemary  Max Cleans Up  

Williams, Linda.  Illus. Megan Lloyd  The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid 
  of Anything  
 
*=Canadian 
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TD Summer Reading Club 2006 
Quest for Heroes 

Advanced Picture Books  
  
 
Arnold, Marsha Diane.  Illus. Brad Sneed The Bravest of Us All  

Barron, T. A.  Illus. Ted Lewin  High as a Hawk: A Brave Girl's Historic 
            Climb  

*Carrier, Roch.  Illus. Sheldon Cohen  The Flying Canoe  

*Charles, Veronika Martenova  Stretch, Swallow & Stare  

*Crook, Connie Brummel.  Illus. June Lawrason      Laura Secord's Brave Walk  

Hesse, Karen.  Illus. Wendy Watson  The Cats in Krasinski Square  

Hort, Lenny.  Illus. Thomas Locker  The Boy Who Held Back the Sea  

Hunt, Jonathan  Leif’s Saga: A Viking Tale  

James, J. Alison.  Illus. Tsukushi   The Drums of Noto Hanto  

Joyce, William  The Leaf Men and the Brave Good Bugs  

Le Guin, Ursula K.  Illus. Julie Downing  A Ride on the Red Mare’s Back  

*Leonetti, Mike.  Illus. Sean Thompson  The Greatest Goal  

Lindbergh, Reeve.  Illus. Pamela Paparone Nobody Owns the Sky: The Story of 
  "Brave Bessie" Coleman 
  
Masini, Beatrice.  Illus. Octavia Monaco  A Brave Little Princess  

*McNaughton, Janet.  Illus. Susan Tooke Brave Jack and the Unicorn  

*Muller, Robin  The Nightwood  

Olson, Arielle North.  Illus. Elaine Wentworth The Lighthouse Keeper's Daughter  

*Oppel, Kenneth.  Illus. Barbara Reid  Peg and the Yeti  

*Patterson, Heather.  Illus. Ron Lightburn A Poppy is to Remember  

Ryan, Pam Muñoz.  Illus. Brian Selznick  Amelia and Eleanor Go for a Ride  

*Sydor, Colleen.  Illus. Suzane Langlois  Smarty Pants  

*Walsh, Alice.  Illus. Geoff Butler  Heroes of Isle aux Morts 

*Watts, Leslie Elizabeth  Princess Stinky-Toes and the Brave 
  Frog Robert 
 
*Wellburn, Elizabeth.  Illus. Deryk Houston Echoes from the Square  

*Wilson, Troy.  Illus. Dean Griffiths  Perfect Man  
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Wisniewski, David  Rain Player 

Wisniewski, David  Sumo Mouse  

*Yee, Paul.  Illus. Harvey Chan  Ghost Train   

 
*=Canadian 
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Beginning and Early Readers 
 
 
Alphin, Elaine Marie  A Bear for Miguel  

Cazet, Denys  Minnie and Moo and the Musk of Zorro   

Cazet, Denys Minnie and Moo Meet Frankenswine   

Clements, Andrew   Tara and Tiree, Fearless Friends: A True Story   

Corey, Shana Brave Pig   

DeLaCroix, Alice   The Hero of Third Grade  

Friedman, Michael Jan  Superman’s First Flight   

Godwin, Laura   Forest   

Himmelman, John The Animal Rescue Club  

Howe, James   The Amazing Odorous Adventures of Stinky Dog   

Howe, James   Pinky and Rex and the Bully  

 Pilkey, Dav The Adventures of Super Diaper Baby: The 
                       First Graphic Novel by George Beard and  

                                           Harold Hutchins 
   

Pilkey, Dav   Ricky Ricotta's Mighty Robot vs. the Mecha-Monkeys  
 from Mars  
 
Scholastic    Batman: 4 Adventure Stories  

Van Draanen, Wendelin Attack of the Tagger   

Van Draanen, Wendelin Meet the Gecko  

Van Leeuwen, Jean   Oliver the Mighty Pig   

Wheeler, Lisa When Pigs Fly  

*Wiebe, Trina Max the Mighty Superhero  

*=Canadian 
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Fiction 
 
 
*Attema, Martha Hero  

David, Lawrence When Second Graders Attack  

*Fagan, Cary The Fortress of Kaspar Snit  

Flanagan, John The Ruins of Gorlan  

Gould, Robert Spider-Man Ultimate Picture Book #1  

Gray, Margaret The Lovesick Salesman  

Jacques, Brian The Angel's Command  

*Jocelyn, Marthe Mable Riley: A Reliable Record of Humdrum, 
 Peril and Romance 
 
*Lansky, Bruce, ed.  Girls to the Rescue: Tales of Clever, 

Courageous Girls from Around the World.  
 Book #7 
  
*LeKich, John The Loser’s Club  

*Lottridge, Celia Barker Wings to Fly  

MacHale, D.J. Pendragon  

O’Malley, Kevin Captain Raptor and the Moon Mystery  

*Oppel, Kenneth Silverwing  

Rodda, Emily Rowan of Rin  

Schultz, Mark The Flash: Stop Motion  

Spinner, Stephanie Quiver  

Teitelbaum, Michael The Story of Spider-Man  

*Walters, Eric Run  

Yolen, Jane Odysseus in the Serpent Maze  

*=Canadian 
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Quest for Heroes 
Teen Hero List 

 
 

Bell, Hilari Rise of a Hero  

Cabot, Meg All-American Girl    

*Coupland, Douglas  Terry     

*Ellis, Deborah The Breadwinner  

*Ellis, Deborah Parvana’s Journey    

Geras, Adèle Troy  

Hesse, Karen Out of the Dust  

*Johnston, Julie  Hero of Lesser Causes    

*Johnston, Julie The Only Outcast  

Jordan, Sherryl The Raging Quiet   

Kaufman, Andrew All My Friends are Superheroes    

Kirkman, Robert. Illus. Bill Crabtree and Cory Walker Invincible.  Vol. 1:  Family Matters    

*Leavitt, Martine Heck Superhero      

McKeever, Sean Mary Jane Vol. 1:  Circle of Friends    

*McNamee, Graham Acceleration    

*Melady, John  Star of Courage: Recognizing Canada’s  
 Heroes 
 
Mikaelsen, Ben Touching Spirit Bear  

*Oppel, Kenneth Airborn    

*Oppel, Kenneth Skybreaker  

Rugg, Jim and Brian Maruca Street Angel    

*Stratton, Alan Chanda’s Secrets    

Vaughan, Brian K. Runaways.  Vol. 1: Pride & Joy  

Wolff, Virginia Euwer Make Lemonade    

Zusak, Markus I Am the Messenger   

*= Canadian  
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Quest for Heroes 
Non-Fiction   

 
 
Barron, T. A. The Hero’s Trail: A Guide for a Heroic Life  

Beatty, Scott Superman: The Ultimate Guide to the Man of Steel  

Beyond Words Publishing Boys Who Rocked the World: From King Tut to Tiger 
Woods 

 
*Bradford, Karleen Animal Heroes  

*Brewster, Hugh On Juno Beach: Canada's D-Day Heroes  

Daniels, Les DC Comics: A Celebration of the World's Favorite 
 Comic Book Heroes  
 
DeFalco, Tom Spider-Man: The Ultimate Guide  

Hazell, Rebecca Heroines: Great Women Through the Ages   

*Kielburger, Craig with Kevin Major Free the Children: A Young Man Fights Against 
Child Labor and Proves that Children Can 
Change the World 

 
Marzollo, Jean David and Goliath:  A Bible Story  

Tallarico, Tony Drawing and Cartooning Comics: A Step-by-Step 

Guide for the Aspiring Comics Artist   

*= Canadian  
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Biographies  
 
 
Bankston, John  Frederick Banting and the Discovery of Insulin  

*Book, Rick Sacagawea: The Making of a Legend  

*Book, Rick Blackships and Thanadelthur  

*Brown, Chester Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography  

*Cooper, John  Rapid Ray: The Story of Ray Lewis  

Dash, Joan The World at Her Fingertips: The Story of Helen 
 Keller 
 
Frank, Anne Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl  

*Garrett, Leslie David Suzuki: Champion of Nature  

*Garrett, Leslie Tom Longboat: Born to Run   

*Gordon, Irene Ternier Grey Owl: The Curious Life of Archie Belaney   

*Gorrell, Gena Heart and Soul: The Story of Florence Nightingale  

*Greenwood, Barbara and Audrey McKim   Her Special Vision: A Biography of  
  Jean Little  

*Hume, Stephen Eaton Frederick Banting: Hero, Healer, Artist  

Kramer, Ann Mandela: The Rebel Who Led His Nation to Freedom   

*La Giorgia, Giancarlo Canadian War Heroes: Ten Profiles in Courage   

*Lloyd, Tanya Canadian Girls Who Rocked the World  

*Lunn, Janet Laura Secord: A Story of Courage  

*MacLeod, Elizabeth The Kids Book of Great Canadians  

*Merritt, Susan Her Story: Women from Canada’s Past I, II and III  

*O’Connor, Edward Julie Payette: Canadian Astronaut  

*Stanbridge, Joanne Emily Stowe: Canada's First Woman Doctor  

*Trottier, Maxine Terry Fox: A Story of Hope  

Uschan, Michael V. Martin Luther King, Jr.   

Wellman, Sam Mother Teresa: Missionary of Charity  

Wilkinson, Philip Gandhi: The Young Protester Who Founded a Nation  

*=Canadian  
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Quest for Heroes  

Myths and Legendary Heroes  
 
 
*Attema, Martha.  Illus. Graham Ross The Paper Wagon: A Folktale from 

                         Friesland 
 
Berger, Barbara Helen   All the Way to Lhasa: A Tale from Tibet   

*Bouchard, David   The Dragon New Year: A Chinese  
   Legend 
 
Byrd, Robert   Finn MacCoul and His Fearless Wife: A 
  Giant of a Tale from Ireland  
 
Creswick, Paul.  Illus. N.C. Wyeth   Robin Hood   

*Galloway, Priscilla.  Illus. Norman Cousineau  Aleta and the Queen: A Tale of Ancient  
    Greece (Tales of Ancient Lands Series) 
 
*Galloway, Priscilla.  Illus. Norman Cousineau Atalanta: The Fastest Runner in the 

 World 
     

 *Galloway, Priscilla.  Illus. Norman Cousineau Daedalus and the Minotaur (Tales of  
   Ancient Lands Series) 
 

 *Galloway, Priscilla   My Hero Hercules (Tales of Ancient  
   Lands Series) 

 
 *Heidbreder, Robert   I Wished for a Unicorn 

Hodges, Margaret.  Illus. Trina Schart Hyman Merlin and the Making of the King   

Howe, John   The Knight with the Lion: The Story of  
   Yvain 
 
*Kusugak, Michael Avaarluk   Arctic Stories 

Lasky, Kathryn. Illus. Mark Hess   Hercules: The Man, the Myth, the Hero  

Lind, Michael.  Illus. Kate Kiesler   Bluebonnet Girl   

Lister, Robin.  Illus. Alan Baker   The Story of King Arthur   

Lunge-Larsen, Lise and Margi Preus. Illus. Andrea Arroyo  The Legend of the Lady  
     Slipper: An Ojibwe Tale    
 

Mayer, Marianna.  Illus. Kinuko Craft  Baba Yaga and Vasilisa the Brave   

Mayer, Marianna.  Illus. Julek Heller Women Warriors: Myths and Legends of 
Heroic Women  
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McCaughrean, Geraldine.  Illus. Gary Blythe Beauty and the Beast  

McDermott, Gerald     Musicians of the Sun  

*Melling, O. R.    The Book of Dreams (The Chronicles of  
   Faerie) 
 
Morpurgo, Michael.  Illus. Michael Foreman Sir Gawain and the Green Knight   

Nardo, Don   Greek Mythology   

Nolan, Dennis   Androcles and the Lion  

Roth, Susan L.   Brave Martha and the Dragon   

Sanderson, Ruth   The Golden Mare, the Firebird, and the  
   Magic Ring  
                                                                
San Souci, Robert D.  Illus. Sally Wern Comport     Brave Margaret: An Irish   
    Adventure  
 
San Souci, Robert D.  Illus. Jean & Mou-Sien Tseng Fa Mulan: The Story of a Woman  
    Warrior 
 
Shepard, Aaron.  Illus. David Wisniewski    Master Man: A Tall Tale of Nigeria   

Sherman, Pat.  Illus. Gregory Christie  The Sun's Daughter  

Talbott, Hudson   Excalibur  

*Taylor, C. J. (Carrie J.)   The Ghost and Lone Warrior: An   
  Arapaho Legend  

 
*Taylor, C. J. (Carrie J.)  Peace Walker: The Legend of Hiawatha 

and Tekanawita 
 
Tchana, Katrin.  Illus. Trina Schart Hyma  The Serpent Slayer and Other Stories of  
   Strong Women 
 
Weitzman, David   Rama and Sita: A Tale from Ancient  
   Java  
 
Welvaert, Scott R.   Theseus and the Minotaur  

Zarabouka, Sofia   Jason and the Golden Fleece: The Most  
   Adventurous and Exciting Expedition of 

 All the Ages 
 
*Zeman, Ludmila   Gilgamesh the King  

*Zeman, Ludmila   The Last Quest of Gilgamesh  

*Zeman, Ludmila   The Revenge of Ishtar  

*Zeman, Ludmila   Sindbad: From the Tales of the   
   Thousand and One Nights  
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Videos and DVDs  

 
Amazing Heroes: Spend a Day with Rescue Workers  

*Anne Ross:  Rebel with a Cause  

Firetrucks & Firefighters   

Hard Hat Harry’s Rescue Adventures and Police Cars   

Harriet Tubman  

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone 

The Incredibles  

Lights for Gita  (Talespinners Collection)  

Marie Curie   

The Miracle Worker  

Robin Hood  

*Roses Sing on New Snow  (Talespinners Collection)  

Scooby-Doo Meets Batman  

Spider-Man: The Return of the Green Goblin  

The Sword in the Stone  

There Goes a Police Car  

Where the Red Fern Grows  

X-Men: The Legend of Wolverine  

*=Canadian  
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