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Educational Resources 

Teaching Overview 
The Canadian State Web exhibition enables students to explore the various 
aspects of Canadian governance and to use a set of unique "real life" 
activities to create their own political party. The target age group of students 
is grade 11 to 1st-year university. The activities cover a wide variety of 
Social Science disciplines: History, Civics, Law, Language Arts, World Issues, 
Communications, and Canada in a North American Perspective. 

Summary 
This unit is flexible; it can be broken up into individual activities or used as a 
whole. There are five topics on Canadian governance, each with two images 
accompanying a thematic essay question, two activities, and links to related 
websites for further research. There is one over-arching culminating problem 
to solve, which ties all of the learning activities together. The culminating 
problem encourages students to apply their research in a hands-on situation 
and create their own political party. 
Instructional support is offered in the form of rubrics to evaluate essay 
responses and class discussions. 

Culminating Problem 
Imagine the Governor General has called an election and the future of 
Canada is at stake. This is a perfect opportunity to take matters into your 
own hands and start your own political party. Where do you start? You have 
lofty goals to guide debate in Parliament, engage with Canada's 
constitutional legacy, and develop new policies and laws. Let the election 
race begin! 
 
 

The Canadian State: Documents & Dialogue 
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Expected Learner Outcomes 
By the end of this series of activities, students will be able to recognize and 
explain the following: 

• the role of national identity on a local and international scale 
• the role of Canadian economic independence 
• the role of international relations in Canada 
• the role of political language 
• the role of Canadian ideologies in relation to laws and national symbols 

Curriculum Connections 
Alberta 12 Social Studies: Perspectives 

on Citizenship 
British Columbia and Yukon 11 Social Studies: Civics 

12 Social Studies: Canada and 
the World: History and 
Geography 

12 Social Studies: Law 
Manitoba Senior 3 History: Canada: A Social and 

Political History 
Senior 4 Geography: World Geography 

(Human Perspective) 
Nova Scotia 11 History: Canadian History 

12 History: Global History 
New Brunswick 11 History: Canadian History 

12 History: Canadian 19th- and 
20th-Century History 

New Foundland and Labrador 11 Social Studies: The Growth of 
the Global Perspective 

Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut 

11 History: American, Canadian 

Ontario 11 Social Studies: Canadian Law 
11 Social Studies: Politics 
12 Social Studies: Canada: 

History, Identity, and Culture 
12 Social Studies: Law: 

Canadian, International 
12 Social Studies: Politics 

Prince Edward Island 12 Social Studies: Canadian 
Studies: Canada in a North 



 

American Perspective and 
Prince Edward Island 

Quebec Sec. IV History: History of Quebec 
and Canada 

CEGEP History: History of 
International Relations since 
1914 

Saskatchewan 12 Social Studies: Canadian 
Issues 

12 Social Studies: Law 



 

Evaluative Resources 
Essay Question Rubric 
Intended to aid in evaluating the overall quality of essay responses.

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 SCORE 
INTRO/THESIS Topic sentence grabs 

attention.Thesis is clear, 
insightful, and succinct. Three 
supporting arguments are clear 
and varied. 

Topic sentence is somewhat 
unclear. Thesis is somewhat 
unclear, mixed between 
sentences, and somewhat 
insightful. Three supporting 
arguments are somewhat 
unclear. 

Topic sentence is unclear. 
Thesis is unclear with no new 
insights. Three supporting 
arguments show little variety. 

Topic sentence is 
absent. Thesis is absent 
or unclear. Supporting 
arguments are 
incomplete and/or 
unclear. 

 

FACTS Excellent use of facts. All 
supporting facts are accurate, 
clear and relate directly to 
thesis. 

Most supporting facts are 
accurate, generally clear, and 
generally relate to thesis. 

Some supporting facts are 
accurate, but others are 
unclear and/or do not relate 
to thesis. 

Few or no supporting 
facts are accurate; most 
are unclear and do not 
relate to thesis. 

 

ORGANIZATION Excellent organization. Five 
paragraphs each have opening 
sentence, main argument, 
supporting facts, closing 
sentence, and transition 
sentence. Each idea follows in 
logical sequence. 

Generally well organized. Has 
five paragraphs but they may 
lack one element. Ideas 
generally follow a logical 
sequence. 

Essay is somewhat 
organized, but lacks one 
paragraph and more than 
one element. Ideas follow a 
somewhat logical sequence. 

No organization evident. 
Essay lacks more than 
one paragraph and two 
or more elements. Ideas 
do not follow a logical 
sequence. 

 

FOCUS ON 
TOPIC 

Exceptional focus. All 
arguments relate to the main 
idea, give the reader new 
information, and provide 
insight. 

Generally good focus. Most 
arguments relate to the main 
idea and offer some new 
information and insight. 

Somewhat unclear focus. 
Some arguments relate to 
the main idea, but essay 
offers little new information 
or insight. 

Unclear focus. Few 
arguments relate to the 
main idea. Essay lacks 
new information or 
insight. 

 

MECHANICS Nearly flawless mechanics. 
Few, if any, spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, 
grammar, or usage errors. 

Generally good mechanics. 
Three to four minor errors. No 
run-on sentences, comma 
splices, or inappropriate word 
usages. 

Some difficulty with 
mechanics. More than four 
minor errors, one to three 
major errors (such as run-on 
sentence, comma splice, or 
inappropriate word usage). 

Significant difficulty with 
mechanics. Many minor 
errors and more than 
three major errors. 

 



 

Discussion Questions Rubric 
This rubric can be used to observe and evaluate the whole class, for student self-evaluation, or for peer 
evaluation of small group discussions. 

Ideas for using discussion questions: 

a. Assign different questions to small groups, allow them to discuss, and have them present their findings 
to the rest of the class. 

b. Allow students to choose questions for individual journal response. 

c. Post the questions in the classroom as ice-breakers for warm-up discussion before presenting an essay 
question or historical document, then revisit the questions after examining the document or drafting 
the essay, to see if responses have changed. 

ATTRIBUTE 4 3 2 1 SCORE 
COOPERATION Consistently able to 

judge appropriate time 
and turn to speak. 
Gauges responses of 
others. 

Generally able to judge 
appropriate time and 
turn to speak. 
Generally gauges 
responses of others. 

Somewhat able to 
judge appropriate time 
and turn to speak. 
Somewhat able to 
gauge responses of 
others. 

Rarely able to judge 
appropriate time and 
turn to speak. Rarely 
able to gauge 
responses of others. 

 

PARTICIPATION Contributions 
consistently inspire 
others to speak. 
Consistently supports 
and leads others in 
discussion. 

Contributions 
occasionally inspire 
others to speak. 
Sometimes supports 
and leads others in 
discussion. 

Contributions rarely 
inspire others to 
speak. Rarely supports 
and leads others in 
discussion. 

Rarely contributes. 
Does not lead or 
support others in 
discussion. 

 

CONTRIBUTION Observations are 
consistently insightful 
and reflective. Always 
refers to class material 
and links it to outside 
sources and personal 
experience. 

Observations are 
generally insightful and 
reflective. Generally 
refers to class material 
and links it to outside 
sources and personal 
experience. 

Observations are 
repetitions of class 
material. Makes few 
references to outside 
sources or experience. 

Observations are 
repetitions of class 
material. Makes no 
reference to outside 
sources or 
experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Canadian Government 
Imagine that the Governor General has called an election and the future of 
Canada is at stake. This is a perfect opportunity to take matters into your 
own hands and start your own political party. Where do you start? You have 
lofty goals to guide debate in Parliament, engage with Canada's 
constitutional legacy, and develop new policies and laws. Let the election 
race begin!  
Use Further Research and Canadian Documents to help you with the 
activities below. 

 
Activity 1:  Have a Party! 
In a democracy, political positions are often symbolically arranged on the 
"left," "right," or "centre." What does this mean? What political parties or 
world leaders would fall under each category? 

Your challenge: In groups of four to five students, you will design a political 
party representing one of the three political positions above. You must 
reflect this position in all of your party platforms, speeches, and policies. To 
begin, decide on the following: 

• Your party name 
• Your party slogan 
• The ideology you will represent 

 
Compose Your Thoughts 
A political speech uses specialized political language. How is political 
language used to provoke a particular response? 

 
Speech of Lieutenant Governor John Graves Simcoe (1752-1806) at the official conclusion of 
the Provincial Parliament of Upper Canada, 1796 [ Source ] 

 

http://amicus.collectionscanada.gc.ca/aaweb-bin/aamain/itemdisp?sessionKey=999999999_142&l=0&v=1&lvl=1&rt=1&all=1&itm=10421119


 

 



 

Activity 2:  Polling Canadians 
An important aspect of each political party is to develop goals for governing. 
These goals respond to the concerns and priorities of a wide range of 
citizens. Your task is to poll Canadians on what they think are important 
issues that should be addressed. This will give you an idea of which topics to 
put at the forefront of your political campaign. 

1. Brainstorm a list of issues facing Canadians today (such as security, 
national identity, human rights, and taxes). Look for ideas of the kinds 
of issues a government must address. Refer to Further Research and 
Canadian Documents to help your search. 

2. Choose 10 issues and poll a sample of the Canadian population (10 to 
20 of your schoolmates), and ask them to rank the issues on your list 
from 1 to 10 in order of importance. 

3. Using your poll results, choose four key issues to feature in your 
party's platform. Describe what your goals are in relation to each 
issue. Remember, the way you describe your goals must reflect the 
political position of left, right, or centre. 

 

 
Compose Your Thoughts 
Government documents use specialized political language. How are 
constitutions and other official documents used to govern diverse people? 

 
Proposed content of a bill that would unite the legislatures of Upper and Lower Canada, 
ca. 1821 [ Source ] 



 

 



 

Canadian Democracy 
Think about elections. Do you know anyone who votes? What are their 
reasons for doing so? Do you know anyone who can vote but doesn't? What 
are their reasons for not voting? Think of an event that draws a large 
number of people, such as a major movie or concert. What are some of the 
things that encourage people to be there and participate? Could anything 
similar be done to encourage participation in elections?  
 
Use Further Research and Canadian Documents to help you with the 
activities below. 
 
Activity 3: Writing a Political Speech 
You decide to hold a press conference and make a speech presenting your 
party's most convincing arguments. You need to be the first to win over your 
voters! Some ideas to get you started: 

1. Refer to Further Research and Canadian Documents for examples of 
political speeches. What ideas can you get from speeches that reflect 
your party's political position? How are important topics presented? 

2. What is political rhetoric? Where can you find examples of it? How 
could you use it in your speech? 

3. Pick an intriguing or surprising way to begin your speech. This might 
be an unusual statement, a witty observation, an inspiring quotation, 
or perhaps some startling statistics. Your goal is to grab the attention 
of your listeners. 

4. Identify issues of concern to your voters. In your speech, engage their 
frustrations or fears. Use your arguments to explain how you will 
address these issues. How do you make your political position 
appealing to a wide variety of voters? Ideas include: pointing out how 
you are different than your competitors, using diversion, and making 
your position about a bigger issue. 

5. Are there issues you will have to emphasize or avoid? Plan to address 
one or two difficult questions from the press using political rhetoric. 

6. Make full use of your vocal expression and physical gestures. Consider 
using an unusual prop, a sign, or even a political "stunt" with the help 
of your supporters (a demonstration, cheer, or other planned 
performance). 

In your party, take turns presenting your speeches. Vote on one 
representative for the class press conference. At the press conference, it 
will be the job of the rest of the group, acting as reporters, to ask the 



 

party representatives some difficult questions! Will they handle the 
pressure like experienced politicians? 

 

Compose Your Thoughts 
This document expresses allegiance to the King and proudly proclaims: "The 
people of Upper Canada detest democracy." How are democratic decisions 
influenced?  

Official statement by Lieutenant Governor Sir Francis Bond Head (1793-1875) in response 
to demands that he dissolve the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, May 28, 1836 
[ Source ] 



 

 



 

Activity 4: Protecting the Vote 
Voter turnout can make or break your career in politics. Of course, your 
party has strong democratic ethics, and you want to make sure all voters 
will participate. Unfortunately, not everyone has the opportunity or the 
intention to vote. 

What groups of people may be prevented from voting or may decide not to 
participate in voting? 

Your challenge is to address voter turnout. Use Further Research and 
Canadian Documents to research and make a list of groups of people that 
may not have strong voter turnout. 

In 250 words, summarize one or two key issues affecting voter turnout. 
Explain two or three strategies that you will use to address this issue. 
Consider new ways to encourage voter participation, anticipate any 
challenges that might arise, and outline a logical plan to accomplish your 
goals. 
 
 
Compose Your Thoughts 
Democracy is impacted when individuals or groups are excluded from voting. 
What is the connection between voting and democracy? 

Notice describing the "Classes of persons entitled to vote at parliamentary elections for 
ridings in Upper Canada," printed after 1855 [ Source ] 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Canadian Identities 
Each political party expresses a vision of what they believe Canada should 
be. What is your vision for the identity of Canada? What decisions will you 
make to ensure this identity is promoted? Your challenge is to examine ideas 
of Canadian identity, express your goals for the future of Canada and inspire 
citizens with your vision. 

Use Further Research and Canadian Documents to help you with the 
activities below. 
 
Activity 5:  True Patriot Love 
Every nation has symbols that represent its identity. In Canada, political 
parties also have symbols, including colours and logos. Your challenge is to 
devise symbols for your party, or symbols to represent your goals for 
Canada.  

1. Design or select a logo or emblem for your party. 

2. Design or select symbols for Canada. 

3. Design a new national flag. 

Consider certain things in your selection of symbols: Will they be 
recognizable? Do they communicate a clear idea about your party or your 
policies? Do they represent many groups of Canadians or one group? What is 
the significance of colour and shape?  

In 150 words, explain what your symbols say about your vision of Canadian 
identity. Consider the questions above as you share your views and goals. 
 
 
Compose Your Thoughts 
This statement by Sir Wilfrid Laurier (1841-1919) contains ideas about 
regional identity, national identity, and political identity. How can a diverse 
country develop a collective identity?  

Statement by Sir Wilfrid Laurier (1841-1919) identifying members of his political party as 
"before and above all Canadians," ca. 1898 [ Source ] 



 

 



 

Activity 6:  Calling Dr. Spin Doctor 
Using the products and symbols developed in the activity "True Patriot 
Love," your next challenge is to create a political brochure. Think about what 
issues or ideas you want to convey. Consider your objectives and who your 
target audience is. Some criteria for your brochure:  

Cover: Put your strongest message or image here. Motivate readers to open 
it! 

Text: Use just enough text to ensure people will receive your key messages. 
Use short and self-explanatory headings to guide your reader. Choose 
clear font and use text size and colour to guide your reader. Keep 
sentences short. Include memorable buzzwords and phrases. Provide 
contact information (address, email, and phone number). 

Design: A picture is worth a thousand words. Use colour and shape to guide 
your reader and to reinforce your ideas. Make sure your logo is 
conspicuous. Some other design ideas: T-shirts, postcards, lapel 
stickers, yard signs, banners, bumper stickers, business cards, hats, 
etc. 

 
What is your marketing strategy? In 250 words, explain your marketing 
strategy. Use three or four ideas and plan a logical series of steps to 
implement your strategy. Some helpful ideas: 

Mass: How will you reach the greatest number of people? 

 
Offence: Keep your competition in mind and strike first. 
 
Simplicity: What is your key message? 

Use Further Research and Canadian Documents for some ideas or examples 
of political strategy. 

 

 
Compose Your Thoughts 
This memorial of Sir George-Étienne Cartier is filled with personal, historical, 
and national symbols that inform his identity as a Canadian. Is Canadian 
identity based on a common culture or shared civic traditions?  

Poster entitled Oh Canada, my country, my love [Translation], commemorating the life of 
Sir George-Étienne Cartier (1814-1873), 1912 [ Source ] 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Canadian Law 
If you are voted into power, your party's priorities and values will steer 
Canada's justice system. You will administer existing Canadian legislation, 
and you will have an opportunity to create new laws. Your decisions will 
represent a historical legacy and may influence Canada's development for 
generations to come.  

Use Further Research and Canadian Documents to help you with the 
activities below. 
 
Activity 7:  Law of the Land 
The balance between the rights of the majority and those of the minority can 
be delicate. As a political party, what are your top priorities? Nationalized 
daycare? Defence spending? Tax controls? Controls over public expression? 
Border security? What laws would you enact to address your top priorities? 
Consider disciplinary actions that would go along with your laws. What long-
term effects could you predict as a result of your new laws? Would your laws 
affect all citizens equally?  
 
In 250 words, your challenge is to consider the questions above and present 
your platform on legal protection or enforcement of a particular issue at the 
forefront of your campaign. 
 
 
Compose Your Thoughts 
This document establishes legal powers in writing. Do written laws ensure 
equal treatment of all citizens?  

Form assigning legal powers to James Reid of Montréal, January 16, 1806 [ Source ] 



 

 



 

Activity 8:  Fundamental Freedoms 
Take a look at the Constitution Act, 1982 
[http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/const/index.html] and the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms [http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/const/index.html]. Consider how 
these constitutional documents relate to the policies you developed in the 
activity "Polling Canadians". What aspects of the Constitution or the Charter 
does your party support or oppose?  
Uphold the Constitution! 
Imagine another party wants to change parts of these Constitutional 
documents. Based on your party's policies, defend Canada's constitutional 
documents as they are currently written. 
Change the Constitution! 
What would you change, add, or remove from Canada's constitutional 
documents? How would these modifications change the government's role in 
Canadian society? Keep in mind any potential results (positive and negative) 
that could occur as a result of your new constitutional policies. 
Create a new Constitution! 
Look at the historical documents in the Canadian Documents section. Based 
on some of the issues addressed in those documents, write a Constitution or 
Charter that will establish fundamental rules and political principles for all 
Canadians. 
 
 
Compose Your Thoughts 
This document announces legal authority over the conduct of people within 
specific boundaries. Do laws limit individual freedom or promote individual 
freedom? 

 
Notice warning people of the legal consequences of trespassing and stealing wood from 
lands rented by the Forges du Saint-Maurice at Trois-Rivières, Quebec, December 13, 1819 
[ Source ] 



 

 



 

Canadian Globe 
Government is about more than administering policies and guiding the 
state's internal needs. The Canadian government has an important role to 
play in the international community. Trade, technology, human rights, 
security, and culture all inform the relationship between states. Skilful 
diplomacy is required to promote Canadian values at home and around the 
world. 

Use Further Research and Canadian Documents to help you with the 
activities below. 
 
Activity 9:  True North Strong and Free 
As a governing political party, you will need to express your goals and your 
strategy for how Canada will participate on the international stage. Before 
putting together your platform for international relations, consider the 
following: 

1. What is Canada's current role in international affairs? (Consider, for 
example, trade relationships, our role in international conflicts, 
interaction with the United States, and our role in international aid.) 
Select a global issue and summarize Canada's current role. Use 
Further Research and Canadian Documents to search for issues. 

2. Compare your summary of Canada's current international role to your 
party's priorities for Canada. In 250 words, propose how you would 
deal with global issues if you were in power. Your challenge is to 
balance internal and international priorities, set goals for the future, 
foresee any challenges, and provide a logical plan to implement your 
global policies. 

Think about cultural and political differences of other nations that might 
affect your policies. Consider how your international policies will be received 
by Canadian citizens. How will you express your policies to the international 
community and to Canada? 
 
 
Compose Your Thoughts 
The regulations in this document were written while British North America 
was at war with the United States. In times of political instability, what are 
Canada’s responsibilities to its citizens, and to citizens of other countries?  
 

List of regulations for American citizens living in Lower Canada during the War of 1812, July 
10, 1812 [ Source ] 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Activity 10:  Money Doesn’t Grow On Trees! 
What comes to mind when you think of the "global economy"? Think of the 
various products that Canada exports (such as electricity, water, and grain) 
and some of the responsibilities and consequences that come with 
participation in a global economy (like NAFTA, softwood lumber agreements, 
and copyright laws). 

 Use Further Research and Canadian Documents for examples of important 
issues. 

In 250 words, your challenge is to examine Canada's economic 
independence. How independent are we? Should we be more or less 
interdependent with other countries? Do we have a choice? Based on your 
findings, what policies for international relations and trade would your 
political party develop? What challenges or obstacles to your plans do you 
foresee? 
 
 
Compose Your Thoughts 
This document describes a constitution for "The United States of Canada." 
Does Canada have distinctive characteristics other countries should emulate?  

Program of the "Club de l'indépendance du Canada," listing political resolutions entitled 
"Canada for Canadians," ca. 1880-1889 [ Source ] 
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