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Evaluative Resources 

Discussion Questions Rubric 

This rubric can be used to observe and evaluate the whole class, for student self-evaluation, or for peer 
evaluation of small group discussions. 

Ideas for using discussion questions: 

a. Assign different questions to small groups, allow them to discuss, and have them present their findings 
to the rest of the class. 

b. Allow students to choose questions for individual journal response. 

c. Post the questions in the classroom as ice-breakers for warm-up discussion before presenting an essay 
question or historical document, then revisit the questions after examining the document or drafting 
the essay, to see if responses have changed. 
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ATTRIBUTE 4 3 2 1 SCORE 
COOPERATION Consistently able to 

judge appropriate time 
and turn to speak. 
Gauges responses of 
others. 

Generally able to judge 
appropriate time and 
turn to speak. 
Generally gauges 
responses of others. 

Somewhat able to 
judge appropriate time 
and turn to speak. 
Somewhat able to 
gauge responses of 
others. 

Rarely able to judge 
appropriate time and 
turn to speak. Rarely 
able to gauge 
responses of others. 

 

PARTICIPATION Contributions 
consistently inspire 
others to speak. 
Consistently supports 
and leads others in 
discussion. 

Contributions 
occasionally inspire 
others to speak. 
Sometimes supports 
and leads others in 
discussion. 

Contributions rarely 
inspire others to 
speak. Rarely supports 
and leads others in 
discussion. 

Rarely contributes. 
Does not lead or 
support others in 
discussion. 

 

CONTRIBUTION Observations are 
consistently insightful 
and reflective. Always 
refers to class material 
and links it to outside 
sources and personal 
experience. 

Observations are 
generally insightful and 
reflective. Generally 
refers to class material 
and links it to outside 
sources and personal 
experience. 

Observations are 
repetitions of class 
material. Makes few 
references to outside 
sources or experience. 

Observations are 
repetitions of class 
material. Makes no 
reference to outside 
sources or 
experience. 
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