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Ministerial negotiations for the reconstruction of

the Government consequent on the death of oo
Sir E. P, Taché, ‘ ' o
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No. 1.—MEMoRANDUM MADE 411 Avaust, 1865, or coaxy ENSATION, HELD
ON THE FRECEDING DAY nTwies Mooy, Macnos vip Annd Broyn.

Mr. Macdonald, yesteeday sought an intervew with
snformed b thut 1< Excellency the Governor Greneral had sent for him,
that moming, and had eiated his desine that the Adniinistration, an it was k
formped in 1864, hould continue i oflice, with gx fow chunges us possible, o
in order 1o enrry anut the policy aunouned by the Govermnent on its fonna.
tion- - that, weth that view 1fis Excellency Wik expressed the opinion that
the most abvious e of supplying the place, vacnied by the death of
Sir Etienne Taché, would be for Mr_ Macdonald tg axsume the position of
First Minister- —an being the Senjor Member of thé mnistry—and thar My
Cartier would, on the sgne prineiple, become the Leader of the Lower '
Canndinn Section of the Government-—and that, for the purpose of carying
those views ito cfleet, he had conmsioned Mr, Mucdonuid to ke 1he
post of Firet Minixr-- W the ke time requesting all the other Ministere
10 retuin their oflicds.  Mr. Mucdonald funther informed Mr. Brown that
he hud nasented 10 this proposition. of His Excellency, and had ocn

Mr. Carticr, who, at once, agreed o it Ha then inviied Mr. Brown 1o
ueoede to the proposnl of Hia Eacelieney,

Mr. Brown und

Mr. Brown replied that o waa quite preparcd o cuter into nrcangements 7 . o
for tho contimrance of the Government in the same position it ocoupied
previoun to the death of Sir Eticnne “Fuché i but that the proposal now
made, involved a grave departure from  that porition.  The Governent,
heretofore, had been g cnu‘lliun of three political parties, each represented i
hy au active party leader, but all acting under one’ chicl--who had ceassd '

1o be nctunted by Mrong party feelings or peronal atnbitions, and who
was well fitted 10 give contidence to ull the three sections of the coalition
that the conditions which united them would be carried out in good faith
10 the very letter. My, Maodonald, Mr. Cartier, end himself (Mr. Brown)
were, on the contrary, regarded ns party leaders, with party feelings |
and nn‘pimtionn i and to place any onc of them in an attitnde of superionity o
over the others, with the vast advantage of the Premiership, would, in,
the public mind, lessen the security for god faith, nnd seriounly endanger, Rl
the existrnce of the Coalition, It wonld be 80 entire chunge of the' )
witudtion. - Whichevor of the three was so preferred, the act would

wmonnt 10 an abandoument of 1he coalition basts und 0 re-construction

of the Geverninent on onlinar party principles, under a {nny leader ynac-

ceptably o a large portion of thowe on whose vupport the existenee of the
Ministry depended. ™ Mr. Brown reminded Mr. Macdonald that when the

ovalition wes formed, the 1iberal party in opjosition, conatituted u magority
of the Mowwe of Assombly - .thnt, solely for the ateomplishinept of a great

. eaatun of %ﬁmM Jul o the peucn ang 'p8 of the oo —_—x il
 hod Jaid asig, w«ﬂmm»ﬁﬁid asrmied B 1 4
osaiNinn Opioné nis, op onhdit w abthingbatihe Mropgest
scose of “duty qonld have judac thero to uccepl, Heo remimded
Mr. Ma«mdg of tbcmdnm ous and embirrasejug poshiion ha (Mr.
Brown) and bis’ ooliragues, Mr..ﬁol)oupll uad Mr, Howland, bad vceg-
piced during the yosr,——united us they ware with nine poll oppe-
nents, who heldll the important Departments of State ; hy saked i
him to reflect ta wiya light the libernl party must regacd this sew proposh, .
tion to ubandon their distinctive position, and place one of 1hafr shivf oppe SRS
nents in the pemnjership, tbou?h his conscrvative sappotters 3 Puk e
were niuch infativh sumerionlly, 1o the Reform; sxpporiers d%
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Na. 2 —How, Joum A Macnonaro ro los, Gronrer Buows
. Quelve, Jugrust 1, 1865
My Dxan Six,

hamedmivly wfler our comersation, the beads of which we have
reduced o writing, | obtained His Exeellency's permission 1o propose e
Yottt Mr Camer, us being the Leader of the Ministerial mnjority of
Lower Cannda e Parlivment, should aame the position of Prime Minister,
vacuted by the diath of Sir Etienae Tache, the other mcmbers of the
wdodnistration cotinning 10 hold (heir position aud oflices as before,  All
the Lower Cunadign Merabers af the Council assent 10 this propoxition, ae
dox M, Canupbell and mysell; und Lo vure | cin alwo speak for Mr.
Sobictor Genernl Coehburmn who ix ow ithrent ’

Muy | request Al Lavour of an ourly roply.

Beliese e, N
My dear Sy,
Yours Lothintiy,

TOIN A NACDONALD.
The Hon. aro Buow \,

N & Ao

No g Hov Growes Buows 5o Hos. Jons £, Mae boONALD, -

Quebee, duguat 4, 186,
My mvax Sea,

blive recvived your letter of ths allermomn, mviting e (o retam my
Preset posiion e Government o e fomned under e Premiership of
Mr. Cartier  Inreply, M have now- 1o state, wter consultution with Messra,
Howland und Mucl)uugl”, thyt we can only wegurd thin proposition as one
{or the conntraction of & new Goverusent, n o Iuaner wriously uflecting
the rocunty horetofore held by the Labernl Puty.  Aaxiously desirous, as
wei ure, howevey, that nothing should cacur at this incment to jeoparndine
the phims of the Coalition Govenmneat on the constilutional quostion, we
cunnot uerine e cesponnibility of vither HOCEPUDE oF rejecting it, without
consultation with gur political fricnd<.  “Thix § am prepared 1o do without
nay delay, und 1o that end it will Iu noccssary that 1 hive clearly stated
An writing the basar on whiceh Mr. Cartier Proposes 1o construet the new
Govemment, .

¥ i, my denr wir,
Youm, truly,

. . GEO. BROWN.
The Hon. Joux A. Macnonarm,
&e, &e.. &e -
3

No. §.—Hon Jonw As Maenoraro o Mon. Grony, Browns.

. Qu:gu-, Saturday, 81A August, 1865

My Dean Sig, . !

I regret 1o lcam from yournowe of yosterday thut Iyau cammot

assumo the respamsibility, without first consyliing your pelitical friends, of
cithes acorpting or ejecting the propasitjon that Mr. Cartier should be
lnced at the bead of the Government in the steed of the {ato Bir Etienne
aché, with the understanding that the reet of the Council should - remain
their present ofioss and positions under him. I have conferrod with Mr.
Cartier on the subject, and we agroe that, at this late hour, it wowdd be
highly inexpediout 1o wait for the result of this consullation

Parkament {s 10 assemble on ‘Tuesday next, snd i our ‘ jon, it would
greatly pr:}udloo o positien of the Government as well as the fwinre -
rospecis of the great scbeme in which we are ol sngaged, i we. met

"arliament with the administration in an incomplete stato and thermfoss -
with 20 fixed polky. - ' -

.




e

out, 8o far as n time ; that it banare Iponssery to conslder what S

ovarse ought to by purened mdthonmmm:mdth« S e
. W® cam® to gn t that we I enemmmttly aetjve for the sdoprion. L4

of the sobeme of the Queben ponfe “$hould we bo unable 10 e

AP i NIET T YA

L . . v e e

L) [ N . - o J
f \

‘ v -

t have His Excellency’s permission to state his coucurrecoe in this -

view, and bis opinion that the public intereatn require the immediate recon. ¢
struction of 130 Ministry,

for

Under these cirowmnstunces and to revent the possibility of the acherme-
the Conkederation of British North errim receiving any injury from

the appearance of disunion umong thoee who coalesced for the purpose of.
carrying it into eflect, Mr. Canier und I, without admitting that there arn

an

pose that Sir Narcisse Helleau o

sutficient grounds for setiin cither of ns aside, have agroed to pro-
iall ussuine the position of First Minister

and Receiver General vicy Sir Eticane Taché, that the position and offices .
of the other mombers of the Exccutive Council ahall remain an before and

that the poliey of the Governmem shall be the same as was luid before

Parliament in July, 18684, as the basis of 1he Coalition which wex then

formed. Hia Excellency authorizes e 10 1nahe this proposition dnd

*xpresses hiv denire for an carly answer .

< Believe un-,
My Denr Sir,
Yours Faithfutly,

JOMN A MACDHONALD

The Hon. Groxur: Baow s,

&, e, &

No O How, Groaer Browy 1o Hon. Jone A Macoosary.
Quebre, 5th Auguat, 1863,
Saturday, b, PP. M.

My Dxax Sin--

L]
Your note of this aficrnoon was hunded 10 10e by Cal. Bemurd, und

having communicuted its contcuts to my collengucs, | now beg to atate

the

we

conclusionn at which we huve arrived. s
Without intending the slightest discouries to 8ir Narcisse Bellenu, '
deem it right 10 permind you that we would not have selected thar

entlemun as suceeasor to Sir Etieune Tache ; but an he ia the selection of

ir.

Cartier and yourself, nod ua wesnne equally with you desirous of

preventing the scheme for the Confedemtion of Britial America receiving

injary from the appearunce of disunion among us, we shall ofier no objec- .
tion 10 hi appoiatment,

bava stated 1o him and shall accepl, i more distinet termy than you have
indicated, the policy on which our Coalition now Tess. It is quite right
that the basis of June, 18G4, shonld be stated 2s the basie still, bulﬁw
should also clearly understand the modification of that ‘cinent, rendered
neceasary h succeeding evenis, and which was ruliﬁ:t‘f“

Taché in March, 1885.  The agreement of June 1864, wan as follows ;...

“

““ measure next u-naim:i, for the purpuse of removing existing diffioulties

I think, however, it will be ncceasary that Sir Narcisse Belloau shal}

Ly Bir Etienne

“ The Govemment am prepured to pledge hemselves 10 bring in &

y introducing ibe Federal principle imto Canada, coupled with such

** which are beyond the oontrol of our own legislation to such u measure . :
' a0 may enable all British Norh: America to be pnited under & genersl . ‘ \
“ leginlature basd upon the Foderal principle.” . '

’ t
e the o¥feqtieps of e marhjpuo Prpvbesed in e

8lr Narcisee Bolloan ahould understand that cocurrences in the —
Incss unfortonately pravented phin agreement from being carviad
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‘st the opening of the session of 1866 for the ocompletion of the Confedera-
tion scheme, we would then presedt to Parliament and press with all the
influence of Government, a measurs for the reform of the constitutional
system of Canada, as sct forth in the above agreemont of June, 1864,
° 1 remain,
’ My dear Sir,
Yours truly,

- . GEO. BROWN.
The Hon. Joun A. Macponarn.

No. 6.—Hown. Jonx A. Macvoxarp 1o Honw. Gxonar Brown.

’
-

. " Quebec, Augu:l 1, 1865.
Mrx Dxan S1a, ‘

Rir Narcins: Belleau returned from the Country yesterday, and [ am
happy to inform you that he hus, though with great reluctance, soceded 1o
the request of Mr, Cantior and inyself, und accepted the position of First
Minister, with the oflice of Recoiver General.

He acoepts the policy of the Iate Government as stated in your note of
8aturday to me, und adopts it as that which will govem his adminisiration,
This policy will of course be announoed in buth. Housos of Parlia-
- tnent, us s0on ue possible.
Belicve me,

Faithfully Yours,

. JOHN A. MACDONALD.
. The Honorable,

Gro. Buown,
, &o,, &o., ko

“y

.

Y Py

|






