~+ A LETTER
DEFENCE- OF CANADA,

TO THB

Y ) " HON. SIR JOHN A MACDONALD, K. C. B. :
s

By D. Betnune, Esqf

BIr,~—As the head of tho Govornment of tho-Dominion of Can’lda,'
I beg leave to address you upon the subject of the Dcfence of
Canada. ,

Much has been raid of Iato respectiug the propor mode of defending
. Canada, A distinguished officer,—Sir John Michel,—recently in
command of Her M.jesty’s Foroes in this Dowinion, has rcoom- -
mended that Montreal, Kingston, and Prescott, should xmmedl-'
ately be fortified,” . |,  « whilst the grand route to the sea, by tha
Ottawa and French River should, as soon as possible, be undcrtaken,
giving a hack-bone of military strength.”

The Volunteer Review, published at Ottawa, strongly advocates
the oponfuy up a live of water-communication from Ottawa to Lake
Huron, for the transport of troops. * No doubt, in the eourse of time,"
it may be desirablo to have a oanal from Lake Huron to Montreal ;
but, at present, the meaus of tho Dominion will not warrant any such
absurd expenditure of money as that vast work will require, Batas W\,

. & wilitary work of importance to tle defence of the country, I beg to
‘ *ﬁpmlﬂ my entire disent from the view takon of it by 8ir John
ichel, .
My humbls opinion is, that Canada must bo' defonded ou its
- frontier  and that the interior line of defence recommendoed by Bir
Joln Miohel, and its other advocates; cannot be of an tiao;‘l'! on: o
fontfer be penetratéd and held by the enemy, betwden Montreaf au
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Kington, or even above Kingston. The holding Montreal, Prescott,
and Kingston aloné, would be uscless, if the intervening country
between those points wero undefended; and taken posscssion of by

6 cnemy.

If, foryins_tunco, the enemy crossed Lako St Louis, or Lake St.
Fraucie, in force, of what use would the Ottawa Canal be ?—as that
part of it which passcs St. Anne or Vaudreuil, would be in possession
of the enemy.  And from the north shore of Lako St. Francis, what
could prevent his marching upon Ottawa, and taking posscssion of it
and the canal there? (f what use would the Ottawa Canal be to
Caonada, if the country south of it were in possession of the enemy ?

It requires no argument to show that the interior communication
to Lake Huron, via Ottawa, would be perfectly useless, unless the
cucty were prevented from occupying in force our frontier betwecn
Prescott and Montreal ; aud, thereforo, that our first duty is so to
fortify that fronticr as to prevent such occupancy.

As for the plan proposed by the Vlunteer Review, of sending
trocps to Lake Huron, via Ottawa and tho French River,—it scems
to me 80 utterly absurd, that I am astonished at its recommendation,

It troops are to bo sent by the,interior, to any point west of King.
ston, they can Lo warched, or conveyed in carriagzes in summer, or in
sleighs in winter, tca or twenty wiles from the fronticr, to Toronto,
much casier than vis Ottawd and Lake Huron, In summer, the
probability is, that Lake Huron would' be commanded by an Ameri-
can fleet. In that cise, how aro the troops who way, with preat
difficulty, teavel that inland route, and be nearly caten up by flics of
every description, to reach Toronto, from the mouth of French River ?
[n winter, that'interior route would be frogen up and impracticablo.
But it is uscless to waste more time upun the consideratin of Shat
plan, particularly if the lino of commuoication be broken at any -
point between Montreal, Prescott, or Cornwall. '

It must, therefore, be evident to the most unthinking, that our
only sccurity will be in the maintenance of our fronti:r vgainst any
attack that mgy be made upon it; more particularly, between Mop.
tteal and Kingston o: Presqu'isle Harbor, _

The question then arises, how is that frontier to be defeuded ?

The defenco of Montreal is the first queastion to be considered,

L appears to me, that if a canal be constructed,—as recommended
by the Hon, Mr. Young, of Montreal,——betwegn Caughnawaga and

the Richelieu or St, John's River, that it would materially aid the de.

feuco of Montreal.  That canal would not be less than  eighty fost
wido at the surfaco of the water, nor less than eleven feet dcep. By
erceting earthworks on the east side of it—say overy thres miles—
sirrounded by wide ditohos baviog cight or ten foet water in them—
in which earthwerk an Iron-clad- Blockhoule"\lhbuld Do etedted, say -

-
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40 feet by 80—withy case-mates ut the four corners of tl
{also iron-clad) for infunt

ie carthworks
ry, rmed with ahort repeating rifles, to dc.

stroy any enemy that mioht ain an entrance inside the earthworks
y ) ) ~ 13 J

and by hnving at least 2 turrets—one at cach corner of the work next
the canal, armed with powerful Armatrong gruns in addition to those
in the Blackhouse and on the works, I have no doubt the line of
cwmal could be defended against any encmy that mizht attempt to
cross it.  In addition to theso works, a few iron-clad gunboaty eonld
easily prevent the enemy from passing in force to the cast sile of the
canal, during the time navigation is open.

In winter, the enemy might, in amall nuwmbers, af.
canal,—although a high embankment on the cast stde, tormed of the
carth taken from the canal, would render that 4 matter of great difl-
culty,—as he would bo.under the fire of the wotks I have u utione 1,
an | otherwiso exposed to attack, [ omit the particulars of the do. ,
fences bohind th embankmant.  Aud gy the 8nOW, in that parg
of Canuda, commences to fall about the latter part of November, and
i8 generally from two to threo foet decp duripz the winter months,
the enomy would find jt very difficalt to maintain himelf during the
winter, east of the ¢zl and hetween (hat and the fortifications on
the south wde of the St. Lawrence, opposito Mountreal, wnd thos
along the river St, John or Richelicn, - . :

Tho same svstem of works should be erected on the north tido of
the River St. John or Richelicu as far down ag its mouth at Sorel; and
if properly ¢omstructed, they can be defended by less than 200 men
cach, against any force that can be brought against them. Those
works would cost about L7.500 cach. T
" My plan for the defenco of Montreal—south of the St. Lawrcnee —-

would be, to ¢~rry a wide and deep ditch from about four miles west®
of the city, at least two miles towards the Rishelicu,—aud eastward at
least two miles east of the Island of St. Helen. " That ditch could hp -
suppied with water either from the Rich:lieu or from the.Lachine

apids. -

A high embankment should be thrown up within the ditgh—or on
the side to be defended—and Tron clad Block-houses erected every
nile round the whole work—say for 10 miles.  In rear of the biook-
'ouses, another embankment shoul bo thrown up and there should
be 3 diteh between the ewbankients—so that the cnemy passing
from one cmbankment'm the other would have to cross the inner
ditch and be exposed to the firo of tjs guns in the block-houses—as
well as to that of the infantry in the works, A third embankment

wl acrogs the

sccond rang> of block-houses iron-clad with plates only two incheg
fhick—to sweep tho space between the embankments, “Thoso workg
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would effectually prevent. the passage of an enemy. Those block.
houses and works wculd cost about £150 000. T need not say that T
would also usc turrcts at proper poirts for the protection of the
works, nor noed I enter into further particulurs, io this paper, of
theso defensive works. _

During the spring and summer, and until the ice closes L ikes St.
Louis and St. Francis, a couple of punboats on each lake would pre-
veot the enemy from landing on the north side of those lukes.

During the winter, and after the ico is strong enouzh to bear
artillery, the enemy must be provented from landing by the same sys-
tem alroady recommended for the defence of the capal. About four
or five suoh works between Lachine and tho Point south-cast of Vau. -
frcuil,-a distince of some thirteen miles,—with the two punboats

iroperly moored,—would prevent the cnemy from crossing Luke St.
Liouis on the ice,

From Coteau Landing to Cornwall—say 30 miles—7 block-houscs
and 2 gunboats would bo sufficient.

From ahove Cornwall to noar Prescott—say 40 milos—8 block-
houses. The blook-houses between Lachine and Prescott would not
require to be heavily plated in front, as they would not be exposed to
the fire of very heavy guns; and on tho other thice sides, the
plates nced not be more than two inches thick. One.inch plates

would be sufficient for the roofs. They would cost ubout £3,000
" each. .

Between Prescott and Brockville—12 miles—4 blockhouses, '
Between Brockville and Kingston—say 45 wiles—10
block-houses, which would cost apbout £7,600 each, or. £108,000

Two works would be nocessary at tho foot of Long Islund,
opposite Kingston, to command the American chunnel
wost of French Creck or Clayton, and prevent a fleet
from passing down the St. Lawrence, £10,000 each, . 20,000

One at the foot of the Island— Four Mile Point—to com.
mand the Batteaux Chaunel and that north «f it
towards Saake Island, : . . . . 10,000

One at the Brother's Island, wost of Kingston, . . 7,500

One at Snake Island, . . . . . . 7,600

Two at the Upper Gap, . . .. . . 16,000

These works would prevent a fleet from entering Kingston -
Harbor, and the cost of all of the works above-named :
would be about, . . . . .. 475,000

Two block-houses at the Carrying-Race, . . . . 10,000

-Two at Presqu'isle, . . . . .~ 15,000

One at Colbourne—on the Lako Shore, . . . 8,000

Ono at Graftod, . . . b000

{Mne between Grafton and Cob;)urg, . . -+ H000
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Two at Cobourg, . e . . . . 10,000

"Two at Port Ilope, . . . . . . 10,000

Two between Port Hope and Ne'wcn.stlc, . "o . 10,000
One at Bowmanville, - . . . . . ... 5000

“Two at Whitby and Oshawa, . . . . . . 10000

Two between Whitby and Port Union, . . . . 10,000
One at lower entrance_to Torgnto Harbor, . .. . 5000

" One work at upper entrabee, . . . . . . 8,000
~ Ono west of the so-called Fort, - . . .o . bono

One on the cass side of Number Bay, . : . . 5000
Barracks and works at Toronto, . . . 7 | ep'doo
One west sido of Humber Bay— (Merigol i's Point), . 5000

One at Oakvi'le, . . . . . P . 5.000
Two between Oukville and Wellington Sqnare, .« . 10000
Ona about four miles routh—on Lake Shore, . . . h0M0

Three betwoen that and Port Dalhousie, . . . . 15,000
Two at Port Dualhousie, . . . " . 10,000
One between that and Nizgara, - 5,000,

Works at Niagara, . . . . . . . 1009
Ono block-house opposite Youngstown, . . . . 5000
One at Queenston, . ;s . . , . . 5,000
Ono at Suspcusion Bridge, . . . . .. 5000
One opposite upper cud of Navy Tsland, . . . . b.ooo
One at Waterloo, 5,000

One opposite Buffalo—Fort Erie, . . . . 10,000
One at Point Albino, . . . . . . 509
Two at I'ort Colbourue, P . ... 10000
One at Grand River, . . . S . . b,000
One at Port Dover, . . . . . . . 5000
Ono at Port Stanley, . . .. . . bu00
One at Rondeau, . ‘ R . . . . . 1,500
Ono at Amhorstburgh, . . e .« 17,600
One at Windsor, opposite Detroit, . . . . . 10,000
Ono at mouth of the Thames, - -, . . . 6,000
Three between that and Sarnia, . . . . * 15,000
Ono at Goderich, . . . . . . . . 7,600
Four between Qoderioh and Colljngwood, . . . 20,000
Oune at Collingwood, . . . . o . 1000
Ono at ’enctanguishoue, . . . . . 7,600
Two at St. Catherines, , ) . . . .
Four works on Mountain between St. Catherines and
Hawilton, . . : . v v . 20,000
Eighteen between St. Hilaire and Quobeo,—£5,000 each, . = 90,000

£366,309
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I we St. Lawrence Canals were enlarged 50 as 4o aduijt the passage’
‘of vesscls upwards of 250 fect long and 45 feet be W, not drawing over
104 fect water. The Canal ‘between Lake St. Louis and Lake St.

Francis should be on the North :zhore—from Vaudreuil to Coteau
Landing, as tho Beauharnois Canal cannot be casily defende,

I havo gone at preater length than may be necessary into the cost

N

of the defence of that part of Canada lying between Quebce und Sar.
via, for the purpose of shewiny that our fronticr can be dofended, und
at no great cust.  The number of men required will not be great—an
nelrly all the works can be defeuded by less thay 200 men cach,

I have supposed that 140 carthworks and bleckhouses—besidey tho
works at Montreal —will be sufficient to defend our fronticr, aud that
200 men will be sufficient for cach, making the whole number required
for these works—28,000, Byt suppoting the number of works should
be increased to 200, we could certainly spare 40,000 men to occupy
them., According to my plan, the work opposite Montreal, for itg do.
fence, would not require more than 8,000 or 10,000 men’ to defend
them against a forco of 250,000 men, or more,

It is probable that additional works will be required at Kingston—
as I donot think much of tho present works thero ; but these addi.
tional works will not bo cxpansive.  Additional works will also bo re.
(ﬁired East and West of Montreal, on tho Nortl, shore, and on Nun's |
sland. '

With aboqt 160,000 Militia and Volunteers and 20,000 ‘British
troops, and with tho fortifications I have suggested, I have no dout

that the Provinces of Quebeo and Qntario oan easily be defendod
against more than half a wmillion of mep, : '

- . s .
As for the line of railway to Noew Brunswick, I have'no doubt
#hat can also be casily defended—even if we wero obliged to havo ap
ron-clad block-house overy threo miles, whero the road passes near
the American frontier. No attack could be made in that quarter,
through some forty miles of woods, without our, having ample notice ®
of it ; ‘and _it woul i require a stronger forco of artillery, and heavier
Buns to batter down our iron.clad block-houses than could. be brought
agaiust them through such wilderness.

I take it for granted that our Government will, without any delay’
comuenoe the enlargement of the Sy Lawrenoe Uanals, 80 as to admit
‘tho passage of Proper sized srom clad gunboats (those wo have at

nt being almost uselcss) ; and thas tho Home Government will;’




bither at our cxpense or thoir own, farnish us with all the iron-olad
W may reasonably requiro; and which should not draw over 104 or
/ 11 feet of water, : T v

X From what I have said, it il bo appavent, that-at leset thirty
< thousaud of our Volunteers or ﬁilitiu should be well drilled artillery
mon, a foroo which has hitherto boeu :uuch noglested 1n Canada.

'I‘rusti‘ng that T shall be pnbrdoned for venh.xring to trespass so

lcng upon your attcotion,~~as the subjoot matter of this lettor is of the
greatest importanoe to o people of this Dominion, .

I beg to subscribio myaself, )

“Bir,

Your’o‘begiiont servant,

D. BETHUNE.

Port Hope, October 28, 1867.
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