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PREFACE.

.4

!
——

_ :
Tris scleetion, from 4 large number of specehes and
addresses, delivered during the past”few years in the
Canadian i’urlizuuont, or to public assemblies in the
North- American Provinces, has been’ made, “at the
request,”—to use . venerable  formula— of “many
friends.”’ ' _ | N _
The only objeet in making public at present such
selection, is, to contribute something, however inconsiders
able, to the fullest discission of what may be called the
British- Ameriean question, . .

For the suke of convenience the speeehes  and
addresses - are arranged in two parts. 1. Addresses
delivered to special societies, or "ut popular gatherings. .
IL Speeclies in the Canadian Parlinment, '
" This division of ‘the matter seleeted was intcndcd', in.
the first place, to aid the ““home ™ reader, personally
unacquainted with those’ Proviuces, in forming a fair
estimate of the elements which go to make up the
aggregate of our present  British-American socicty 3 and
inthe séeond, to give some exemplification of the
difticulties, !()(Yllr, sectional, and Jdegislative, which the
cOlltctnpluLQd Confederation has had to encounter,

!




PREFACE, |

No one can be more conseious than the speaker him:. -
self of the deficiedcies of every kind to be found i inthese
speeches 5 they were somctmms made at short notlce—-
sometimes  ill-reported,” and  seldom correeted for the
press: if, ‘notwithstanding, they should  be fouud to
possess any saving interest, it can only be nttnl»utul to
the fact that they form a tolerably consccutive running
commentary, on the reeent course of political opinion in
the British Provinces; on the main events of the
American civil war, und on the’ new relations arising for
the Provimees out of those v\(nt%, and, finally, on the
cfforts which have been made, especially ddring the
last few ycArs, to bring about the establishment of g
new Nutmndllt), on monarcliical principles, in British-
America. ;

(L}

MoNntREAL,

Aprid 13th, 1865,
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~ PART.I. |
" ADDRESSES ON VARIOUS PUBLIC

OCCASIONS.
: :;..;___;;ww(j:izf;y\;é

X Sl -

THE LAND WE LIVE 1N,

L] -
ApbrEss ‘10 Tig ‘“Niw Enavrawp Boorxry oy Montrmar,. ox ™R

ANNIVERSARY oF T4 Lanbing or Tim Prooniny,” 22np Droxunen,
1860, . : ' :

Mi, McGei: Mr.'l’rcsident, Ladices and Gelltlem(;n;-

As one of -the Representatives of the_city of Montreal, I
feel it to be an act of duty, and a most agreeable duty it js,
to attend the re-unions of our varions Nationgl Societics,
and to contribute anything in my power to their gratifican
tion. My respect for- all these Socicties, and my own
sense of what is decorous and fit to be said, havo, I hope,
. always confined me to the proprigties of such oceasions ; ,
but still, if [ speak at"all, T must speak with frecdom, and
free speech, 1 trust, will never be asserted in vajn among a
Society composed of the men of New England and their
descendants, | congratulate you and the Society aver
which you preside, Mr. President, on the recurrcuce of
your favourite anniversary, and not only for your own
gratification as our fellow-citizens of Montreal, but in the
best interests of all humanity in the New World, let us .
join in hope that not only the sons of New England, but
Americans from all other States settled amongst us, will
long be able to*join harmoniously in the celebration of the
arrival of the first ship-load of emigrants in Massachusetts .
Bay on t|his day, 240 years (‘agq s—a ship which wafu;;l over -

s




»

BRIFP{SH-AMERICAN UNION,

~ the sen ns large a earg® of the sceds of-a new_civilisation =
" as any ship ever did, since the famous.-voyage recorded in
the legends of the Gireeks, < It is rather a hard task tlns
. you have set me, Mr. President, of extolling the excellen-
" cies of “the land we live in”—that is, praising ourselves
—¢specially ut this particular scason of the year.  If it
_were mid-simmer instead of mid-winter, when our rapids
7 are flashing, and our glorious river singa its triumphal
gong from Ontario to the Ocean—when the northern sum-’
" mer, like the resurreetion of “the just, ‘clothes every linea-
ment of the landscape in beauty and serenity—it might
- be easy to say fine things for ourselves, without conflicting
with the evidence of our senses.  But to eulbgise Cannda
about Christmas time requires a patriotism akin to the
Laplander, when, luxuriating in his train oil, he declares
that “tlrere is no land like Lapland under the sun.”  Qur
~ . consolation, however, is that all the snows of the scason
fall upon our soil - for wise and Providential purposes,
‘The great workman, Jack Frost, wraps the ploughed land
ina warm covering, preserving the lato sown wheat for the
first “ripening influence of the spring.  He ‘macadomizes
~ ronds and bridges, brooks and rivers, ‘Tu:ltcr than could the
snanual labour of 100,000 workmen,  He forms and lubris
cates the track thvough the wilderness by which  those
» sailgrs of the forest— the, lnmbermen~tare enabled to draw
down the ammual supply of one of our chief staples, to the
marging of frozen rivers, which are to bear their rafts to
‘Quebee, at the first opening of the navigation.  'Lhis
_ - climate of ours, though rigotous, is pot unhealthful, sinco
“the .average of human life in, this Province is seven per
cent. higher than in- any other portion of North Ameriea ;
~and if” the lowness of: the glass does sometimes incon-’
venience individuals,; we ought to” be' compensated and
cofisoled by remembering of how whuch benelit these annual
falls of snow are to the country at Jarge.  So much for our
climatic difficultics,  Let me now say a word or two on our
- “Reographical position.  Whoever looks at the map—a good
« map is an invaluable public instructor—not such maps as
‘ " wo used to have, in which Canada was stuck away up ab_

I
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the North Pole, but sucly maps as_have lately appeared in

~. this” country —will be tempted to regard the (julf of St.

Lawrence as the firs of the Canadian Lukes, and our mag-
nificent river ug only a longer Ningara or Détroit, 1y
eye will follow up through “the greater part of the -tidal
volume of that river the spme parallel of latifude— (he 4+6°
. —which interscets Germany; and cuts through the British
Channel; if he pursues that parallel, it will Jead him
to the valley of the Suskatchiewnn, and through the Rocky
Mountain pasges, to the rising settlements of our fellow.
“subjeets on the Pacifie, [t will lead him through that
most. inh-rcs(ing conntry—the Red River territory, 600,000
square miles in extent, with u white population of less than
10,000 souly ; erritory which ought to be: “the Oyt.
West” of our Youth—where American enterprise has lately
tauglt us o sl ary, though a rebuking lesson, for while
we were debating about s true limity and the title by
which it iy held, they wepe steaming down to Fort Garry,
with mails and merchandise from S, Paul’s,  I'he position
of Cahada is not only important in-itself, but it i important
a8 Fia media to the Pacific; from g given point on our
side of lake Superior to nvgable water on the Fraser
River has been shown o be not more han' 2000 mileg—
about double the distance from "Boston 10 Chicago, A
*railway ronte, with gradients not much, if at all, exceedin
those of the Vermont Central, or the Philadelphin and Pigts..
burg, has been traced througliout by’ Mr.* Fleming, Mr,
Ihind, Mr. Dawson, Captain Synge, und Colonel Puilisser
~and thmlgh neither Canada nor Columbia are alyle of them.
selves to undertake thu‘(:unm-xiun, we cannot believe that
British and  Amerjean enterprise, whiche risked so man
recious lives to find a practicable passage nearer to the
l’olv, will long leave untricd thig safest, shortest, and most
expeditions overland North-West passage.  We eapnot
despaiv that the dream of Jacques Cartier may yet be ful. -
filled, and_the shortest route from Furope. to China be
found through . thy valley of the St. Lawrence, Straight
on to the West lies Vancouver’s Island, the Cuba of the
Pucific ; o little to the North, the Amoor, whicl may- be
. » 3

H
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4 BRITISH-AMERICAN UNION,

called the Awmazon of the Arctic; farther off,” but in a
" right line, the rich and populous Japaiese group, which
for wealth and enterprise Luvc not been inaptly called the
British Isles of Asia. These, Mr, President, are some of
our general geogtaphical advantages ; there are p liers that
T might refer -to, but on an occasion of this-kind 1 know
the fewer details the better.  Now, one word more as to
our people: the decennial eensus to be taken next month
will !)mbnbly show us to be nearly equal in numbers to the
six States of New England, or the great State of New
York, deducting New York city. An (S‘cmcnt, over a third,
but less than one-half of that total, will be found to be of
French Canadian erigin ; the remainder is made up, as the
Yopulution of New York and New England has Lven, by
Jritish, lrish, German, and other emigrants and their
descendants,  Have we advanced materially in the ratio
of our American neighbours ? I cannot say that we have.
Maontreal is an older city than Boston, and Kingston an.
older town than OQswego or Buffalo.  Let us confess frankly
that in many material things we are- ialf a century behind
the Americans, while, at the same time—not to gi‘vo.wn,y
altogether too much—let us modestly assert that we pogsess
some social advantages which they, perhaps, do nng,/ For
example, we believed until lately —we still belipve~—that
such a fiction ns a slave, us one nign being apother man’s
chattel, was wholly unkiown in ()unmlu.“/Aud we still
hope that may ever continue to be our bgast,  In material
progress we have something to show, and we trust to have
amore.  All we need, Mr. President, mixed up and divided |
ns we naturally are, is; in my hamble opinion, the cultiva-
tion of a tolerant spirit on all the delicate controversies of”
race and religion,—the maintenance of an upright public
opinion in. our politics and commerce,—the cordial en-
“couragement of every talent and every charity which

* An allusion to the reoent ease of Anderson, arrested and tried in -~

Upper Canada, on the charge of killing his master, whilo attempting to

. escape, in Missouri,  He wan finally nequitted by the Upper Cunada Court

of Appenl, but not until & writ of Aabeas corpus hiad been issued from
_ theo Quecu's Bonah, at Westminster. ‘ '

. -
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revenlgS steelf- among-us,—the expansion of those’ narrow
views: and small ambitions which are apt to attend upon
l"rdvinciulism,~¢-~at||(l with these amendments, 1°do think
we' might make for Christiay men, desirous to bring up
their posterity in the love and fear of God and the law, one
of the nmst'Jcsirublc residences in tle world, of this “land
we live in,” - | S
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THE POLICY OF ('0\1(,1111\110&

Rnunuq AT Mnnnnl., Magon, 186}

CIN reply to the toast of his health, at a dinner given
him by lis constituents, on the eve of the session of 1861,
Mr. MeGee (after some local nl)wrvntunw) said: T'he carcer
I bave had in Canada led me chiefly into those parts of the
country inhabited by men who speak the English lainguage,
and using the opportunities which 1, have had between the
time when T ceased to be a newspaper publisher to that of
my adiission a8 a wember of the Lower Canada bar, 1
trust 1 hiwe learned something which may be profitable to
me in the pmllmn to which you clevated me on trust and
in advance,  The result of my observations, thus made, is,
that there is nuthmg to be more dreaded in this country’
than feuds arising from exaggeratod feelings of religion and
nutlmmh() On the other hang, the one thing needed” for
making Canada the happiest of homes, is to rub down all
sharp apgles, and b remove. those asperities which divide
our poop!fv on questions of origin aud religious profession.
The man who says this-cannot be done consistently with
my set of prineiples founded on the charity of the Gospel
or on the Tight usa, of human reason, is a blockhead, as
every bigot is,—while under the influence of his bigotry he
LS008 no ?nrlln v than his nose.  For p man who has grown
to years of discrotion—though some never do come to those -
\mrsn\\hu has not become wedded to one idea, who, like
Cole rulgv is as ready to regulate his conduct as to set his
~watch ‘when the parish clock deelares it wrong; who is

reatly to be .mg‘ﬂ by high as well as" by low, and to
rumv' any stamp of truth-—1 may say that suc N a man
mll ¢ome to this conclusion: that there are in all origing
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men good, bad, m‘ul,.indiﬂ'vrent; et for my own part, my
ox{mru'ncv.is that in all classes the good predominate, I

believe that there have come out of Ireland, noble as she

15, those whom she would not recognise us her childgen ;

and 8o with other countries celebrated for the noble cha. -
racteristics of their population as a whole, In Canada,

with men of 4l origing and all kinds of culture, if we do

not bear and forbear, if we do Dot get rid of old quargels,

but on the contrary make fresh ones,—whereas we ought to

have lost sight of ‘the old when we lost sight of the eapes

and headlunds of the old country —if we will carcfully con. -
vey across the Atlantie half-extinguished embers of st rifo
i order that, we may by them light up the flames of our
inflammable forests—if ‘each acighbour will try not only
to nuree up old animosities, hut to invent new grounds of
hostility to lis neighbour—then, gentlemen, we shall re.
turn to what Hobbes congidered (he state of Nature—]
mean g state of war, Iy sociely w¢ must sacrifico so1c-
thing, as we do when we go throngh a erdwd, and ‘Wt
only must we yield to old age, to the fairer and better sex,
mn" to that youth which, in its weakness, s entitled to
some of the respeet, which we accord to age; but we must
sometimes make way for men like ourselves, though we
could prove by the most faultless syllogism our right to
push them from the path, In bhis great specch respecting
the Unitarians, Fdmund Burke declured that he (sid not
govern himself by abstractions or universals, and he main. -
tained in that same argument (I think) that what is not

possible is not desirable—that the possible best is the abso.-
lutc best—the best for the generation, the hest for the
man, since the shortuess of life makes it, impossible for him
o achieve all that he could wish, | believe the possible
best for us |s peace and good-will.  With this belief T did
my part to heal ip those feuds which prevailed in Montreal
and westward bvl’drc and at the clection of 1857 1 felt
that some one must condone the past, and 1 determined, so
far as 1 could be sy posed to represent your principles, to-
lead the way ; | tri('(ﬂ 1o allay irritated fecling, and 1. hope
not altogether without success,  We' have a country whicﬁn,
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being the land of “our choice, should also haye our first”
considerption. 1 know, and you know, that 1 can never
ceasc to regard with an aifeetion which ainounts almost to
idolatry the land where L spent my best, my first years,
where I obtained the partner of my hfe, and where my first-
~born saw the light. i connot but regard that ]nn({ even
with inereased love because she hns not. been prosperous.
Yet 1'hold we have no right to intrude our Irish patriotism
on this soil; for our first duty 1s to the lund where we live
and have fixed our homes, x;n({whcre, while we livg, we must .
- find the true sphere of our duties.  While always ready
thereforo to say the right word, and to do the right act for
the land of my forefathers, 1 am bound above all to the
land where 1 reside; and especially ani I bound to put
“down, so far as one hamble lnyman can, the insensate
spread of a strife which ean only tend to prolun our period
of Provincialismn and make the country an undesirable home
for those who would otherwise willingly east in their lot
among us.  Wo have ucres enough; powers mechanical

and powers natural; and squrces of credit enough to make
out of this Province a great nation, and, tlmu h 1 wish to
* commit no one to my opinion, 1 trust that it 21" not only

bo 8o in itself, but will one day form part of a greater

British North Ameriean State, existing under fhe sangtion,
*and in perpetual allianee with the Empire, uhlcr which it

- had ite risé and growth.

.
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TIE BORDER COUNTIES OF LOWER CANADA:
THEIR RELATIONS WITH UNITED STATES,

Reuarks ar 4 Povtticar Pic-wio ar OnrusTowN, coustr or CuatEAU-
. guay, JuLy 171, 1861.* '

M. McGer said: 1 am very grateful to you, my friends, -
for your cordinl reception, and to my friend, ‘your worthy
member (Mr, Slunivsf, for the flattering recommendation
to your notice which he has just given me. 1 now under-
stand, when 1 see him moving ubout among his constituents,
one great sceret of his popularity, in the unaffected friendly
feeling <%ith which you and. he meet, and interchange

opinions with each other.  Jor myself, m{ friends, why

am L here? I answer, ‘beeause you desired .it, and your
respected representative seconded the request, Being here,
what can 1 say that, may interest or instruct you?  Mere
speaking, for speecli-sake, T hold to be almost the lowest
exercise of human capueity ; but if there. be things to be
said, which aro at once fit for the place, the time, the audi-
ence, and the speaker, such speceh ag that can never bo
superfluous or impertinent, ill-timed, or in bad taste, Two
or three incidents oceurred to my honourable friend and
mysell on-our way to this place, which gave me mental
octupation along the road, and suggested to me observa-
tions which, with one or two others of a more general
nature, 1 very gladly offer you as my mite towards the -
objeets of this festival nt Ormstown. The chief of these
obscrvations, which 1 “shall present to you before- 1 close,
concerns our own social state in Lower Canada; and the
other, to which 1 mean to refer in the first place, concerns

.,

® The period of the ﬁui battlo of Bull's Ruu,

.
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our present and future relations with the Americans, your
next-door neighbours,  We stand here on the historic soil
of Chateauguay, where De Salaberry, with his handful of-
volunteers, repulsed an army in the last war, as American
armies were then numbered ;” we are here within two hours’
ride of the American linc ; your relations and the relations

A o« s 1o . v . . 4
of the, ad];(ommg counties, with our neighbours in Western
New York, espectally'singg the establishment of the Reci-

:

procity T'reaty, are of the most intimate and cordial cha-

racter, \ls it not sof Every true Canadian, every true
Americanl, wishes to preserve and perpetuate these peaceful
relations.\ Ts it not.so ¢, Now, if this be the determination

on both sides, there can’bo little possibility of a fupture,
cand 1 thetéfore entirely agree with the senfiments of those
statesmen who think that the late infusion of a small stand.
ing army into our old Jarrisons was of (uestionable policy,
I do not ptetend to kndw upon what representations such
an addition|{to the regular army in tliis country was made ;
but if it was made with any fecling of apprehension as to
our relationy with our neighbours acrosa the line, 1 think
it was premature and unnecessary. It may be what is
called an_etror on the right side, but 1 confess [ look
for the preservation of peace between ourselves and the
American pdople far more to the cultivation of a just and
generous style of dealing with the national troubles of that

=, people, than 1 would to the presence here of a few thousand

regulars more or less, We have cverything to lose, and
nothing to gain, by adopting any other tone or any other

;; ~ tactics, and I repeat here, at this the earliest oprnrhmity 1

7 frowned d”“i", wherever it appears, by the Canadian publie, "

Y

have had, what "1 said in my place in the last “arlinment,
that all thig wretched small-talk about the failure of the
. Republican experiment in the United States ought to be

I am not a Republican in politics ; long before these recent
“troubles came to & head in the American Union, 1 had
ceased to dogmatise upon any absteact seheme of govern.
ment ; but 1 have no {wsitatiun in_declaring my own hope
and belief—a  belief founded on evidence acenmulated
thgongh several years of observation—that the American

¢
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system may emerge from this, its first great domestic trial,
Jpurificd, consolidated, disciplined, ' for greater usefulness

- aystem, 8o far from having proved a failure—that that -

and greater achicvements than before, 1t is then, it seems .

to me, the duty of Canadian statesmen to look through the
tempprary to the lasting relationa we are to sustain to our
next neighbours; to suppress and discountenance all un-
- generous exultation at tllm trials and tribulations which
v they are now undergoing; to show them, on the contrary,
in this the day of their adversity, that while preferting on
“rational grounds the system of Constitutional monarchy for
ourselves and  our cfynildron-—whilu preferring _to  lodge
within the precinets of the Constitution elaborated through
~ages by the highest wisdom of the British Islands, we can
ot the same time be just, nay, generous, to the merits of
the kindred system, founded ; oy their fathers, in the defen-
sive and justifiable war of their Revolution, If we are
freemen so are lhvg', and the public calamities which befall
one free people can never be matter of exultation to another,
80 long us the world is half darkened by despotism, as it is,
The American system is the produet of the highest political
experience of modern times, working in the freest field, cast
adrift from all European ties, by the madness of an arbi-
trary minister, blind to all circumstances of time and place ;
if t{;ut fabric should be dostined to fall —as fall ] lirmly
believe it will not in our day, nor at any carly day,—the
whole world must feel thie shock, and all the civilised parts
of the earth might well be clothed in mourning, if they
. only understood the value of what they had lost. 1 amn
- told there” are several American citizens here present: 1
was not before aware of the fact; but if there are, | beg
them to take from me, ns one of the public men of this
Provinee, that, so far as 1 am aware, with few and unin-
fluential exceptions, the. press and people of Canada are
anxiously and sincerely desirous that they may be able soon
to settle their domestic troubles, and that the future course
of their Confederation may be as free from -anarchical
dangers as it has been hit erto, sinee the days of Wash.
Ington, : ‘
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CAN/ "I)A\‘S I&'l‘ldl”ﬁﬂ'l‘ IN THE AMERICAN
CIVIL, WAR. ' -

.

An AvDREss DELIVRRED DUkINg THR Aoricurrurat Exuisieron, ar
/ Loxvoy, C.W., Rerrkxpks, 261, 1661,

Mu./M('(h:v. said: Mr, Chairman, Tadies and Gentle-
men :—~Many of you have been kind enough, through my
much; esteemed friend near me (Mr. Frank Swith), to -
imvite me to speak to yow on the subject of * Canada’s
Iuterest in the American” Civil War,” Though you come
Logether from all parts of the Provinee with a very different
object—though you have dedicated this week to compare
notes and statisties with cach other—though you have been
occupied inspeeting the plentiful fruits with which an all-
gracious Providence has crowned the ygar—though your
“noaginations have been busy with the wheat ficld,” the
meadow, and the orchard — it was thought that we
might spend an evening  not unprofitably in consider-
ing how far we are likely to be affeeted in our peaceful
progress, our domestic industry,»mul\ our external rela-
tions,” by the stirring events, which are taking place on
the soil of Virginia and Missouri, Our friends were of
opinion-—and 1" fully agree with ' them—that while culti-
vating our own fields in peace, under the broad banner of
the triple cross—that while cherishing with & natural
_preference our ewn institutions, copied n general after the
model furnished by our Island ancestors, we still cannot be
insensible to the revolution attempted to the south of those

eat lakes, upon which a portion’ of Upper Canadians
fﬂvull and depend, and from which we in }mwer Canada
derive most of our freights and exchanges,  Standing as
we do to the north of the North, riding safcly by the firm
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: .. : - .
‘ anchorage of a system of :!vlf.govornnwnt, the most liberal - .
that metropolis ever conceded to colony, since the emi-
grating ages of the Greeks—hound up with the fortunes of- . |
a great empiro by ““ links light as air, yet strong as jron,” we
conceive that the publig intelligence of Canada is sufliciently
centred in itself, sufliciently alm, unbiassed, and comprehen-
sive, to form opinions for ourselves, neither parrofted after
the organs of the Nérth, nor cchoed after the orators of
“the South, In mecting—in - discussing this subject at all
1L am sure it is your desire, 1 can safcly say it is mine,
that we should. utter no word without deliberation andl fore.
thought—that if we are to he quoted anywhere as any
evidence of the publie opinion of this Provinee, the Province
may not be discredited by the spirit in which we speak, nor
by the meaning, intent, and substance of what 'we sny. We
all feel, Mr., Chairman, that, end how it may, this surprising
civil war is destined to form the third great epoch in the
anmals of the new world.  As Columbus's discovery mado
the first, and Washington's success the second, . 8o this
great insurrcetion of the  Africanized States against the
Federal anthority must Yo considered the third epoch in
American history, " It is an cpoch, however, yet unformed,
whose fssue is in the future, whose events “are upon the
.march, and, therefore, to be spoken of by a prudent looker-
on with many reservations.  In Cannda we. have this
advantage over both North and South, in their present
blood-heat temper: we ean express ourselves, without fear
- of censorship or Lynch law, whenever we do ste our Wiy
clearly, and feel that there js o principle at’ stake.  \While
1 feel buoyed up in an atmosphere nll free specch, T must -
add, on the, other hand, that 1 feel borne down almost to
speechlessness by the vastness of the subject. 1 cannot
comprehend—1 cannot imagine—how any rational being
conld approach such a subject in a light, or flippant, or
gratified spirit, | canpot_conceive the perversity of nature,
the hopeless seepticism in man’s sclf-government,; which
could make apy one applaud at such a national tragedy—at
“the miserablé prospeet of a whole continent given over to
bloodshed, rapine, and revolution,  But of all men, I can

v . »
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least conceive the wental state of that English-speaking ~~
nwn, who can hear with satisfuction the language of which
he is justly proud—the speech so rich in new and old
wisdom—the tongue which we all had hoped a little while
ago was dedicated for eversto herald peaceful progress
throughout the carth—1 cannot_ conceive the mental state
of SUCITI & man, of any party, who can hear with satisfaction
that language (-mploym‘ in the stern exchange of challenges
and countersigns, along all the great central rivers of North
America; Since the first dawn of this century the Fnglish
tongue has not hitherto given expression to the barbarous
passions of civil war; and it was one, not of the least,
among the services of the Federal constitution to ghe ‘con-
tinent, that men of the same speech—intelligible to each
other for all purposes of good, while they obeyed that
supreme authority, were neither tempted, nor driven, nor
ded=at least not in multitudes—to defame -each other,
i a ln‘nguugc whose resources of vituperation are only
inferior to ts *adaptability for* free  intercourse, - for
calm - argument, and for all the kindly and dignified offices
of public and private life. “The interests of Canada in
the American civil war are, in generl, the interest of all
free governments, and in particular the intereet of w next
neighbour, ln_uving.u thousand miles of frontier and many
social enterprises in common with the Republic,  Weare our-
sclves an American people geographically and commercially,
~though we retain our British conneetion; our situation is
continental, and our politics, in the largest and best sense,
must necds be continental, It is true onr Federal capital is .
on the other side of the Atlantic, not on this; but although
subject to a constitutional monarchy in our externyl affairs,
we claim to be as free 'n people —indeed, we flatter our-
sclves we are.a freer people — than our neighbours of
New York, or New England, or the North-western States,
As a free people, with absolute domestic sclf-government,
with local libertics, bogwd up in an “Imperial Union,
governed by our own majority constitutionally nscertained,
weare as deeply interested in the issue of the present unhappy

.

contest; as uny of the States of the United States ; while,

Al ' . :
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as & North American people, Canadians are more jmme.
diately and intimately concerned in the issue than any
other population, not excepting the West Indians op the
Mexicans,  Let us glance first at the merits of this most
unhappy contest.  Are the Slave States engaged in a lawful
resistance to Federal despotism, or in g wanfon assault on
the legitimate central authority P To tnswer this question

Cclearly, it iy ecessary to look back from the clection of

last November, in whicl Mr. Lincoln obtuiied the votes of

4 clear majority of the thirty-two States, to the date of the -

formation “of the government. by the original thirteen,
There cannot, in my opinion, be a doubt on the mind of
any one who looks earclully into the historical argument,
that the signers of the Declaration of Independence rejected
i that document the modern doctrine of Southern slavery ;
nor that the authors of the Constitution of 1789 regarded

its alatus as merely municipal ; nor that the framers of the

North-west Ordinance of 1787 regarded it in- the same
hght; nor that those of the Fathers who declared that the
African slave trade should - be adjudged  piracy after 1808,
looked upon “the peculiar institution” as u haleful tree, to
be girdled and finally cut down, rather than to be propa-
gated and fostered, and, like the sacred (ree of Abyssinig.
nvoked and idolized.  Of late years, alnost within m

own recollection, a new doctrine has overrun the South,
that slavery is national, not lucul-—-~constitutionul,' not teme
porary 5 and as it is the nature of ong falsechood not ¢o b
able to stand alone—us lie, to stand at all, must be

triangulated —so this fallacy has begotten a falso philo-.

sophy to strengthen it, a false theology to sanctify it; and
it has had its day. [n asserling its more than municipal
pretensions, the slave interest were compelled to buttress it
up with the strange doctrines of State soyercignty and the
right of secession—_o deny, therefore, to the Federal power
the prerogatives of what Webster called g government
proper,” endued with the fiest power of all governmentge
self-preservation.  "Phe previous political question—1o the
question of Iederal oppression—is this ; \k'us the Federal

authority “a government proper”? 1t may be examined
4

1
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- historically, or upon-the internal ‘evidence of . the Constitu.
- tion, or both. -It is certain that the Federal power was -,
. first constituted by the cession of ample sovereign attri..
.~ butes by all the people of the thirteen revolted Colonies.
= . All the parties to that compact gave up the treaty.-making °
R o and: wnr-nmking powers; the power to coin money ;. to

)

establish @ Supreme Court of Judicature; to pass an uni-
- form, law for t}lc admission of citizens by naturalisation.— -
. Vi@inia gave up her lands, New York gave up her‘customs,
> ~and almost every essential sign and substance of sovereignty
--became invested in the: Federal Administration, If there ,
.- 48 any proviso of secession, it must be found in the -
- Yederal Constitution ; but there is no such provige there ;
that instrument confers essential prerogatives of sovereignty,
. but ds dumb as to any imaginable modys for the withdrawal
Y ~- . of a State from its State allegiance.”  Secession is, in this
: *. view, a mere question of force—of revolution; and resolves ,‘
c. 0 itself into just this: Are the Slave States able to break the
B bonds with which their fathers bound them, but which they,
R ~are. no longer willing to be bound by?  Quiestion of cops
o " stitutional or conventional right thero is none, even for
' f o those of the original thirteen States, who'how seck to with-

v draw from their allegiance,  But with the more recently
o ‘ . acquired States—in the case of l.,uuisimm, Ilorida, Ala- _
o} - * bama, Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas,*and Texas, pur-

f chased by Federal money and Federal blgod—drawn into
Lo being) by -the warmth_ and nurture-of the Federal power—
: A : conquered and colonised by Federal, atms and Federal laws
: I \ T —the erime of treason is aggravated - by the vice of ingra-
f

W - titude,'and their secession partakes, in an’ extreme degree, |
.t of the taint of constitutional and conventional repudiation
2 and wrong, . L. ' -
" I And’ from what description of -government is it these
States are so eager to break away? By their own declara. -
: tion, from a governmgnt hostile to “the* extension” of
b * human slavery; w government whose original sin is, jn’
! ‘ ~ their cyes, the grand declaration, that “all men ”—Dblack

3 .

t i \ ‘A . . . . . .
| | - a8 well as white—*arc endowed with certain inalienable

N privileges, among which ate, life, liberty, and the pursuit of
! L | . toe . AN . Lo ’ B L) \ ’ . )
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happiness”—a government which, wide-spread as were its
arms, and various as were the Interests it embraced, was
never accused, even by the hottest zealot, of . hostility to
- the general interests of the South, until the day of “Mr.
Lincoln’s inauguration, (Op that day, the rebelhon, how.
ever, was already organised and on foot, under the- plea of

approaching, rather than of actual, injustice. ‘Thus’ the -

cardinal Ametican doctrine—which is British doctrine, too

—that the majority, constitutionally ; certained, should rule, -
was {ldng to the wind, along ‘with the elder doetrine of jp.

herent natural right ; and all that beneficent, ’clustic‘system,
which has been, so long the infernatjonal law—the-system
of cquilibrium of the new world ;=>-thus the flag, the his,tory,
thc_l]au'w of a common nationakity were cast-oll’ like a gar-
ment out of season ;—thus the wisdom of three generations
was undone in the madness of 8 month, and a system, co.
secrated by the highest genius and the highest virtue of the
cighteenth century, wag, contemptuously rejected by the

- presumption and petuluiice of the nineteenth.  Thiy ter. -

> rible reverse may, no doubt, have fullen. upon that too
prosperous people for some wise, providentigl end. . Those
who belive in the retributions of history, imagine they sce
in it the well-deserved punishment ‘of inordinate ambition,
Not satistied with the overthrow of British power’in the
original thirteen States, there was & periodica] menace held
sout to British America; not. coutent with the subjugation
of the Spanish race in Florida, Texas,.and Califorma, there
was a like menace held out against Cuba, and Mexico, and
Ccntr'nl‘Anu‘ricu._ The Monroe doctrine, as expounded at
San Juan, has nof been entirely forgotten among s, Rut
by far the least defensible series of republican Aggressions
were those committed upon the aborignial nations, Whole
© tribes which, like the Powhattans ahd the. Lenni Lenappe,
could count their warriors by tens.of thousands, when the
white man's axe first smote their shelter, are now absolutely
extinet,  ast of the I\Iississippi there remain not above
10,000 aborigines ; west of- that river, all the remunants of
all the triley combined—adding 100,000 for California —
do not exceed, in the total, 850,000, In removing these
. S . 0
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remnants from their old hunting-grounds, all the forms of ,
- law were scrupulously observed ; the Indian treaties of the
Union are an immense collection ; but it is impossible ‘to
reconcile with any notion of natural right, or conventional
Justicg, such purchases as were made, from the Osage iribe
for instance, of 48,000,000 acres of land, for the wretched
stipend of $1000 a-year, payable to .the chiefs! Sull, it
must be admitted that i’ these transactions the Federal =
policy was mild and mercifal compared to the sanguinary
-~ intolerance of individual States—such a8 Arkansas, Florida,
and Georgia. ~Nor is it ‘an insignificant fact,, that while,
thus far (and T trust it will be so to the end), the Federal
. government has humanely refused to enlist the tomalawk
and the’ scalping knife on its side, the Confederate autho-
ritics are said to have called back the Cherokee to - the:
eastery war-path, from which he_was ycars ago banished,
in the name of Western civilisation.* =
“South of the Texiaf bdeder, men see, no doubt, in recent
events, another lesson of re ribution. . The spoil of Mexico
has proved the shirt of Nehsus to the North,  With Cali-
. fornia, came in an excess”of luxury which has been too
- sudden to be safe.  The extensjon of\the Union to the'”
Pacific, before the intervening south-western prairies were
surveyed, not-to say colonised, was no doubt a violence
done to Nature, and as such it has been avenged.  But we
should remember on this head, that the invasion of Texas—
the Santa Fe cxpedition, the descent on California, the
fillibuster 'forays nto South America, were \mainly acts
of that floating, turbulent - Mississippi populatin, \\;{m are
; the chief ‘authors of the present insurrection. Judged by
the event, it would seem that Aaron Burr appeared on that
river half a century too soon; had he li.vuﬁ in this gene-
ration he would have found fewer legal seruples to overcome
—he would have been received in Richmond, not as'a cul-
' })rit to be tried for conspiracy, but as'a hero to be honoured

for his enterprising patriotism,

\l
* This statement, though generally believed at the time, was not, I ain
' ~ : \

' \

bappy to say, subsequently found t be correct,
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Yet vast as the extent of the Union hecame within the -
last few ycars, it ‘may be observed that, between the Rocky
Mountains and the Atlantic at least, Were 18 no natural
-barrier to its governmental unity. A canoe launched oy
the upper waters of the Missouri, . within sight of those
~ . SNowy summits, may, with a-fow portages, make ts way to
the levee at-New Orleans ;-5 pine, felled on the Cattarauguy
hills, within sight of Lake arie, may be floated from the,
Alleghany to the Obio, and 80 to the same port with-the
- canoe from Kangasg or Dacotah,  An olg English ballad
tells us how— . X e

The Avon to the Severn rung —
The Severn-to the sea.

FEN
. L P

And still more sirik_ingly federal i the river system of this
continent, south of the great lakes. OQur system also jg -

- complete in itself, for we-have 10t a single tributary of sige

flowing towards s from the south; but it js to be observed
of the American Union, that if it\had the ambition of a Riant
it had also the framework of a 1wut.  From another bond
-of almost equal force with the language and the river system -
—the memory of & common Labor\Palria—t)e Secessionists
are likewise labouring to break Away. “In him the South g
much as the North, and the North a the South, were accus.
tomed to hold forth the great exeniplar of patriotism, the
highest type of their national charactyr. Yot it nOw scems
~doubtful " whether, in the hollow repdtitions of hig praise,
the leaders of the Slave States cared'\to bestow ahy great
degree of study on his character, ’l‘h(Augh far from being
. the bloodless myt), that vulgar panegyrists have. made hin
~~though capab{c of anger whicl tmnsl}ortml ‘him to the -
utterance of an oath, and of contrition w \ich humbled him
“to the earth, Gicorge Washington was, take him for al] i
~all,, the - New: World’s noblest creature—the Jeast faulty
public man of wodern times, His striking 'transition from
the camp to civil life always suggests to me, though jn’ -
another sense™ than ‘the author ‘wrote it, the Scandinavian
+ poet’s eulogy on the martjal astrononier of Uranienborg—
. 7 . B [\
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* The gopd Knight ceased to walk on
- The fields of war and gore,
His sword and helm the balk on
He hung tu use no wore.

* And he his eye projected |
. . luto the night afar, '
Aud keen the course inspected
Of every twinkling star.”

The grave of Washington ought to have consecrated the
valley of the Potomac to peace and union for ever. . Will
those who now battle about that "tomb partition out: s
dust when they have rent asunder his system? . Could
_either ‘side assume sole custody of those pregnant_ashes?,
To me, the violence done to all actualities, to the hving
language, the living kindred, and the river system, seems
less monstrous and unnatural than this violence done tb
the maxims and memory of the Pater Patria, by the very
‘means of all others he most abhogred and deprecated—civil
“war and sectional hostihty, . o

The next question to be considered “is, the species of
government the seceded States propose to themselvesif they
should come successfully out of -the conflict,. They intend
to call it & Republic, but they do not attempt to deny that
it is to be a pagan Republice—an Oligarchy founded upon
caste, the caste founded upon colour. A Republie founded .
upon the servile labour of +,000,000 blacks to begin with;
~with 200,000 or 800,000 planters, and the rest of the
white: population—over. 7,000,000 rather freedmén than
freemen; such an Oligarchy, stripped of all disguises,
being . of the newest, imust be of the most exacting and
~intolerant description. Such an Oligarchy would combine
“some “of the worst featutes of the worst gystem hitherto
endured by mankind; a rule of caste as inexorable us:
abtaing in India; a Patrician power of life and déath; a
Spanish contempt of mechanic industry ; o Venetian-es-
plonage; s (.‘:\rl\mginiun subtlety and craft. = Organise an
American power on such a basis, give it a g, & Senate, a
military anstocracy, a_literature, and u history, and you
condemn mankind on this continent to begin over again

[4
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the great battle of first principles, which, in the Christian
parts of the carth, were thought to have heen settled and
established some centurios ago.  As lang as the jnonstmus
doctrines of the innate diversity of: the human race, the
. imcurable barbarism of the black, and t}e hereditary,master-
* ship of the white, were Ponfined to ingdividuals, or States,
or sections, they were comparatively harmless; but huild g
government on such a basis ; aceept[ 300,000 whites as
the keepers and lords of life and -dewth over 4,000,000
blacks ; ereet an entire social and political superstructure’

on that foundation, and contemplate, if you can, without

horror, the problems and the contlicts you are preparing for -~
. postenity | ' S . %

For, gentlemen, evade it as diplomac may, what would
be the effect of * the recognition of sucﬁ a Republic?  If
the northern boundary of Maryland (near the 40° parallel) -
18 to be continued tothe Pacific, or if the Missouri com-
promise line of $6° 30 s to be continued, slavery will
obtain a larger territory than freedom, north of (he-
equator.  We will thus place beneath the feet of a fow
hundred thouswmnd men, a country larger than all the Free
States,” or all British - America combined; a country —
exclusive of Mexico—already extending over 15 degrees of
Tatitade, and Hydegrees of longitude § s country abounding
in cereal and in tropical products, called for in all the.
markets of (he \mrl({. The labour to qultivite this vast
scope of continent, 80 governed, must be servile labour, and
the only race of slaves accessible to the new oligarchy are in
Africa. The Qulf of Guinea would soon be familiar with
- the new flag.  Onee salute it with the honours due to
_sovereignty i British watdrs, and yow send it with- your -
“sanction to the Congo and the Senegal,—While missionaries
and men of sctence are penetrating the inmost.recesses of -

rica, some by way of Mount Atlas, others through

pt and Abyssinia, others tracing the line across its vast
extent, othgrs starting from Zanzibar and Mozambique—
while all thi} heroism of seience and of the cross is exlbited
to us on thal mysterious stage, arewe prepared to ganction
the erection §f new barracoons on the slave coast, bnd new

’ . L i - '. . ’ )
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auction marts for human creatures along the cotton coast ? -
Has the benevolence and science of Furope explored the '

' land only to bring the slave seller and the slave buyer \gore

i : readily together 2 Is dense night to settle down AgANNY e

all the 60,000,000 who people that*forlorn and melancholy
region?  For "of one' thing we must rest certain, the -
govgrnment that recognises a slave power on the Gulf of
Mexico,” recognises by one and the same act that slave

“ .- . power in the Gulf of Guinen, .. Was it not enough for

e Lyropd to have fastened such an’evil on the infant societies
‘ of the New World, that she now, in the hopf of hope. for . -

.+ 1§ extinetion, comes to the rescue to perpetaate the crime ?
* What {ms become of all the public penances done for that

' sinof our ancestors, of all the declarations against slawvery - s
and the slave trade P Are they all to be unsaid, renounced,
controverted, beeause Manchester is alarmed-for its cotton, -
and Liverpool and Havre are averse to the blockade P We,

“m Canada, must feel deeply whatever concerns the pros. -
perity of the, Empite ; we should grieve to hear of want and
sutfering in Lancashire, as much as if it were in one of our
own populous counties; but we know there is cotton 'in
Brazil,-in India, in Fgypt, in Surat: we know that cotton
grows readily in Guinea, in Jamaica, in Queensland ; and
we have an abiding faith that the glorious stand taken by *
the Empire in recent days against African slavery, will not

. be deserted, beeause there may be a short supply of a single
staple, which in a very few years may be effeetually remedied,
not only for. the present but, also for the future of the
trade. 1 do not underrate the vital importance to England
of an amplesupply of eotton ; there are a million mortals
depending on that industry ; but there is capital eyrough
in kngland, and there ape cdtton-fields cnough in the
rest' of the world, to enable Muanchester to shake ofl' her
dependanee on shwe  labour m;\(l now 1s the time in
which that long-desired change cap be wrought—once and
for ever, - R S

© Being a continental people, \t'c.‘l_im'v to consider for our-

sclves, whether we ought to ivvlv?ﬁmwu new era in the

wilitary organisation of this cantinent—whether we ought
: i \l Y L J
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‘ _ o v -
to do or s “anything fo Iasten the advent of duch an era,
We have been steadily making friends of our r(‘p{l'limn
neighbours during  (hd last twenty’ years.r \\'lf:lt have wo
to expeet in the combinations of fhe future thyt-we dodnot
possess, or that 'we /may not obtain, if thefr union be- -
preserved P - 'Phe fri ndship of the South, in re uri for our
sympathy ? - Our inftitutions are too entirely ¢ issimiinr to
make such a politicl friendship possible, even if it werg
desirable, and if tlfe Kree States_ did not- inte pose their
whole extent betwen s and them; while, Judired by the
only “examples wlfich are vast - cnough to mfateh ” this
immense  disruptipn—the breaking up of - Allexander’s
Empire—of the Roman Empire—of Mahomeda unity—
of Papal unity af the Reformation—the ditferen dogma
for which these combatants fight, the ditlerent systems the
hold sacred, musdt lead-to an era of standing mies, of
assports,” of eypionage, of luctuating  boundar g, and
Lordvr Wars re we pregared to weleome a state \of per-
manent and stil -lnereasing armaments for North Aweriea ;-
are we prepardd by word, or deed, or -81gn, or | seeret
sympathy, to hasten the advent of such times, fdr our
posterty, if no ourselves P | sincerely trust that o wiser
and a nobler sense of our position and duties will yjrect
and instruct s to a wiser and nobler use of wh; tever
influence we hay possess with the mother country in the
present exigeney,  There is another consideration ; if two
Emglish-speaking powers take the place of the one with
which along the Empire has had to deal these 80 years
past, thery will mevitably arise a balance, and rivalry of
“diplomacy, between them. "I, cotton is strong enough to -
bind England to the South, and if England” becomes the
intimatdf ally of the one power, France, her great western
- rival, will cultivate the most amicable relations with the
other, / If England makes herself necessary at Richmond,
she will cause France to become necessary. at Washington ;
aud Prance will not be slow to cultivate the aflections of
the North, Strange as it may seem (such. is the clusticit
- of Fyench manners), it iy nevertheless trae, that the l"reuitﬁ
navyl and military oflicers were highly popular in the war
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~of Independence, when stationed at Philadelphia, New
York, and Newport, © Since Irance parted with her own
possessions upon this contineift, it has been lier traditional
policy to build up a West-Atlantic power to combat with
England. " Tt was the policy of the old noblesse, who ruled
France in 1777 ; it was the policy of Napoleon 1., when he
- gave up Lowsiana, from the Gulf to the Minnesota line, to
v Jeflerson 5 it s t ie policy, which, according to report,
led a It Prince, very near the throne, to drink to the
succesyf of the North, in his recent visit to the other side of

the LdAkes.  The North being the second maritime power.
—the sccond  Atlantic power—would form, in »nl‘ig\nce
with  France, i most  serious’ rivalry to  England’s

\  maritime ascendency; and 1 leave you, gentlemen, to -
« % ponder over the probable consequences of such an alliance
yot \ In our waters, or along our thousand miles of fronti r,
| \ originally explored, and  at several points first colonisd,

i

from, France, . . o
O Ind the first stages of the contest, it scemed to me and
- others, that the public sympathy in- this country was

: . altogether with the North,” Some offensive bravado from
,. -~ one or two New York newspapers was made: use of by
' 4 some one or more Canadian journals, to arrest, to turn

back the genial currents of that sympathy, A “pretence

was next made that it was o war undertaken from a lust of

- - dominion, and not from any sincere love of hberty,
Because the Federal government, which always recognised

slavery as the creature of the municipal law south of the -

‘ Pennsylvania line, did not rashly set that municipal law at
: : . nought ; therefore, it was not at oll a war for freedom |
‘ - It would require very little argument—none at all, if the
view | have taken of (he merits of the controversy. be

correct—to prove that a war for the unity of the Republic

must be necessarily, ipgo facto, a war for hberty.  The

dogmas on which  the Republic is founded are “genuine

AN articles of every freeman’s creed ; like the dogmas of the
~ Christian religion itself, they are held in deposit by the

Federal hierarchy ; one age ‘or one generation Is not sufli

cient to exhaust or to develope all” their latent salutary

|
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efficacy. It may be that the keepers have not always
proved worthy of their trust, that the expositors have not
comprehended the true spirit of their own doctrine; but he
must be a very impatient, a very unreasonable American
reformer, who would not be content with the progress
the -antisl:wvry capse has made, from the days when
Mr. Garrison had a halter round his neck in -Boston,
tll the day when - Mr. Lincoln was carried “ on  the
Chicago platform into the presidential mansion.  The fears
of the South for the perpetuity of slavery are better
evidence than the sophisms of our anti-American editors
and orators. They felt the decisive_hour gradually but
surely drawing nigh, and desiring to guard against every
possi{;ility of peaceful emancipation, they are now battling
for an_opportunity to reconstitute their entire system on the
abominable fuundutiqn of the eternal bondage of the blacks,
Is not battling to put down such a scheme, ipso fucto,
making war for freedom ? ) . . - :
Another argument calculated to prejudicg the Canadian
mind is this, that the Free are_ endeavouring to enforee upen
the Slave States the very same superiority which their
revolutionary fathers denied to Great Britain, . If I under-
stand the merits of the American revolution, there is no
parallel whatever in the causes of quarrel.  In the days of
Washington, Mr. Grenville, Lord North, and the other
authors of that revolt—for the seeds were shipped from--
England  which were harvested iy ‘Americn,—held  that
$hey had an lmperial right to tax't e colonies without the
consent of their legislatures; and thdy practically tested that
right, first in the Stamp Act, and afterwards in the Tea Tax.
Has there “heen any pretence set up by the South that
“Congress, the Impenial power, -has Vi()]);ltl‘(] the “existing
rights or the municipal institutions of any one of the States
subject to its superiority P, Has there {w(-n any direet or
indirect nterference with the domestic institution,  since
the slave trade was declared iracy in 18082 The com-
promises of 1820 and 1850—the adoption of Mr. Douglas's
rinciple of the right of territories to admission to the
Luiou, with or without slavery, as they should themselves

\
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determine ; the decision of the Supreime Court in the
celebrated “ Dred Scott case,” were all concessions oto the
South, or, more strictly speaking, to the desire to perpetuate
the Union.  Nor, looking at it. calmly, from the point of
view of -history,-do 1 fecl disposed to admit that Chief
Justice Tancy, or Mr. Doviglas, or Mr. Clay, went too far,
{mid too high“a price, for the preservation of the Federal
ond,  "Lhe ordinary American mind has been, for a
generationior two, so occupied in the contemplation of the
blessings of liberty, that it has neglected or overlooked the
co-cqual \\ﬁ(\\rth of unity. This war—this great adversity

bursting like a summer thunderstorm in their clear sky—. -

will lead them to inquire into many phenomena in” the
heavens aboye -and thé earth beneath. iscipline and
subordination in war will teach them the value of unity
and- obedience to laws jn time of peace,  They will learn

~ that unity is to liberty as the cistern in the desert to the

thoigh Providence should rain it

1 . .
seldom sent shower; that of lll)(!l‘t{ we may. truly say,
(

: wn upon our heads,
“""fb'h the land should thirst for it, till it gaped at every
pord, without a legal organisation” to retain, without a
supreme authority to preserve the Heaven-sent blessing, all
in vain are.men”called free, all in vain are States declared
to b independent.  The contest waged by King George
UL [against the thirteen Uniteds( ‘olonics was acontest to
assent the, Imperial right of taxation; a right unheard - of,

“us Mr. Burke proved, before the vear 17645 a right which

we i Canada, loyal as we. are, would resist as stoutly as
did the Americans in 1776; but the Southern States, in
theit several “ordinances of sceession,” have not alleged
any parallel innovation on tlwir,d(mwslic‘rights»uguillst the
Unifed States government. - They have alleged a case of
oppression,  without * particulars ; there are no speciffe
coufts in - their indictment; it is - one . broad geneml
assymption, or assertion, of sovercignty reserved and danger
apprehended, - Now, as theologians contend that there ca
be [no such thing as” he esy in general, neither can e
conjceive of any such- thing s oppression in - general,
When men have been badly hurt they know where they are

l N
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hurt, but these people do not. T dismiss, as unworthy of
furthér consideration, the sophism that the revolutionary
war of 1776_presents any sort of parallel to this insur-
rection of the™ minority against the constitutional majority
in 1§61.  And in discussing it let me add, of my own
opinion, that the civil war of jtself proves nothing Against
~republican institutions, nor against the Federal constitu.
tion considered in itself, 1t only proves a very old truth,
that social slavery cannot long co-cxist undisturbed in the
presence of political liberty, -~ -
Besides the - military - and dipl()mz\tic_“possil)ilities of
_disunion, we have also to consider the commereial mterests
involved.  To show the extent to which our” eredit and
prosperity depend upon that of our neighbours, 1 will give
you, first the figures of what we sold to them for the four
years ending with 5.4, the year the Reciprocity froaty was -
negotiated, and next, what we sold to thew in the four
years ending with 1860 ;— , \\- C :
Four years ending 1854, , . $27.081,887
‘our years ending 1860 . . | Bo8,047,88 4 ~
This increase from 27 to 58 millions of exports is, as
you perceive, more than double, while there is this l'urtller
consideration to be taken into the account, that whereas on
the 27 millions the United States collected $2,400,000 in
duties—that is, taxed your industry.to that extent in four
- years, on the 58 millions, if we are to l)vlim’q Mr.- Hateh,
they have not (‘ullgctvd in the four years ending in 1859—--
the latest figures in his report—the total sum of %300,000,
If, however, the Reciprocity Ireaty has been beneficial to -

us, it has been no less so, in IRy opinion, to the Americans,
We took from them in the four years ending 1860, goods'
and products to the value of . $70,000,000 and upwards,
On these imports, we 'of course raised o very large share of
our revenue—fully one-fourth of our whole revenue; but -
the Americans were not without  their profits, and the
custom: dutics fell, as they naturally must, on” Canadian

consumers,  The value of ‘our whole Amcrican commerce
. : | o
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n-1860 .mdy be estimated -in this way, that Whereas-the .

year's cexports and imports amounted together to over

69,000,000, our (*.\'{)orts, and imports to and from the -

“‘United States summe up within a fraction of 38 out of
those £69,000,000. Our entire trade with Gireat Britain
reached to but $29,000,000, and with the rest of the world
to about ¥2,000,000. .Now,.gentlemen, this enormous
trade may be injured, Aleereased, crippled, or cven lost in
“various contingeiicies, It is a trade maintained with the
I'ree States altogether; it may be injured by their defeats,
by their embarrassments, by their oneroug burthens in o
long-continued war. - 1t may be crippled, or even lost,
through iuternational estrangement, enmity, and a spirit of
retaliation. 1 ask the farmers; the millers, the forwarders
and Tumberers of Upper Canada and Central Canada to
think of this, when they see a portion of the press they
atronise artfully and cominu:‘lv labouring to stir up
fms}ility and hatred towards the Northern Americans, |
venture to ask those journalists themselves to retlect upon
the cansequences to Canada of a refusal to conlinue the
Reciprocity T'reaty in 1865 ; to estimate the consequences,
to coumt the cost, to ask themselves how many ploughs
~may rust in the farmyard, how many bushels may rot in the
warchouse, how many mortgages may be forcelosed by the
bank or the court ;" what stringency, what gloom, and what

suffering, what permanent clieck to prosperity must be

inflicted upon Canada and its people ? o
For all these reasons, -commercial, diplomatic, military,
and Christian, it must be to us a problem of the highest

interest, whether this civil war is to be a long or a short

one, and on which side the chances of victory may incline.

We can only form our judgments as to the issuc by com.’

paring the character, the resources, and the situation of the
combatants. I the knowledge of causes is prophetic of
events, and if we could master the whole u} any set of
existing facts, we could, probably, construet history @ priori
for a generation or two after our own time.  We must not,
however, mistake the bravado articles of any particular
" press as an infallible index of Northern characier, if we do

[ 7 T"
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» = nat wish to be self-deceived, “The people of the North are

20,000,000 they are very generally educated, so far at’

least a8 to acquire and exchange the current information of
the.day.  They are, men and women, all i)oliticmns, and
now all Uniomsts,  "I'heir unannnity, though not so sileat,

#13 not less real -than that of their “Southern” brethren, -

When I 'see men like Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Everett ag
swarm in the support of Mr, Lincoln’s administration ag if
they were members of his cabinet, I cannot doubt that'the
energies of the North are braced, that no man really essen-

own way—that since the Treaty of Ghent, forty years ago,
their voyage of life. has been all plain sailthg. They have

~ been born to prosperity and dandled in luxury and sclf.

~opinion. The first great adversity with such a people is

hard to bear, but they bear it bravely, and will' learn to .

bear it better, 1 may be reminded of their panic flight in
the first battle; but what militia, what army, after all, has
not been, at one time or another, smitten with panic? Not
to mention modern’ instances, which might seem invidious,

no one | suppgse will quegtion the courage of the Spaniards®

who followed Cortez into the C“{ of Mexico; nor the
~ courage of the legions who lande with Cwsar to restore

Roman ascondency '}n Bgypt.  Yet we know that o clamour

raised by some sailors who had come up to witness the
assault on Alexandrin in the one case, and tlie breaking
down of a causeway in the other, threw those Spanish and
Roman veterans into panic flight, - even under. the eye,
within the sound of the voice, of their illustrious captains,
The North will fight ; the North has the numbers iwo to
-.one i M8 favour; its credit exceeds in proportion its
numbers ; it can command bot]y ¢ gold and iron,” the two
hinges on which all wars must move,  The South, on the
other- hand, possesses in-its peculiar social formation some
advantages as a war-making power, which 80 8 good way to
make up for its deficieney in numbers and convertiblo
wealth. 1t cherished in ifs “colonjal stage a tincture of

>

* tial 18 wanting.  We are to remember, however, that this ..
generation of Americans have hitherto had everything their -

feudal pride, whioh ‘has not been cntirely obliterated,

v
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E‘ i The spirit of -caste is not uncongenial to the military

Aspirit. 8o long . as its 4,000,000 of bondsmen close
their ears to the :distant din'_ of war, and labour as if
the earth did not ‘rock” beneath their feet, the whites can

... » sparc a percentage to the:army, equal to almost double

.‘l - their number at the North. lA gery large proportion of

- * these whites afe horsemen from' their childhood, and as

| , . cavalry ought to be much superior to an equal number of

-} ¢« + . Northern tradesmen or townsmen. “In their unanimity, in

- their sense of discipline, in their gradations of ranks and

K +- .. classes, they possess some materialse of military success
- l L which the Nortl, might envy.. In their consciousness of
N . superiority, sedulously ‘cultivated, and, unhesitatingly be.-

N lieved, they have ‘another: great element of suocess ; for

R R nothing is more_ceftain than that undoubting belief is often -

Lo+ the perfector of its wn prophecies.  Yet the South, besides -

A | 7 its inferiority in ‘nymbers and in realised wealth, has the

' 7 fatal defect of  its\ shallow shores without a first.class * -

S A T ~ harbour from Norfolk to Galveston—a coast more easily
it M. blockaded than any bther of the,sain extent with'whicg

AN SRS we are acquainted. They are not by “their - position, nor

FEE by .their discipline, § maritime ple, and even if they
Pt . - succeed, they must bd for ever ependant on some foreign

et maritime power. Y¢t with all these drawbacks they are - .

Jp o - an_enemy not to be flespised, and the war they wage will

l b - neither be a short war.nor a weak war, L

o R \ Whatever indirect advantage™Canada or the Empire

A ‘might derive from tlfe war, the people of Canada can never

Loop .- be mdifferent to thg_dangers to the system of free inter.

SR R .« ‘course.and commofi arbiter, which is to stand or.fall in

: i + . this eicounter. It/is not by feeding our minds with such
et +* paltry passions as have been sometimes ap{)ealeil to, that

t ) we, Lthe possessors fof a seventh {:art of North America, are
§ .. toshame our Republican ‘neighbours out of their assaults,

T upon odirselves. Our littleness is no < to rebuke their

' .7 .o littleness; ‘wé dge not to answer railing’ with railing, ‘nor

TR * to heap up wrath against the day qf wrath.  We can afford -

I " to speak of the/American gystem in'this hour of its agony,

.-« in the glowing/language of their finést poet: |

i ’ - . .

-

———
" - p s - -
.
B P = ety o T—

\d
-

~»

- ," ,
-

—
MAET
- ‘-; -
" T
LN " .
vl o
. =‘
-
-
-
-
- -




/ . .

B

ADBRESSES ON vaRioUs PUBLIC OCCASIONS, . 3]:

“ Thou, too, sail on, O Ship of Staté !
Kail on, U Union, strong aud great |

" Humanity with all jta fears,
Wity all the hopes of future vears,
I banging breathless on thy fate !
We know what Master Iaid the kee],
What Workmen wrought thy ribs of steel,
Who made each wast, and sail, and rope ;
What anvils rang, what hammers beat,
In what a forge and what » heat -

‘Were shaped the afchors of thy hope." "

‘We do not—to contimie the poet’s image—while the ship -

is_driving on. the rocks, her .signal gun pealing for aid

" above the din “of *the tempest—we do not lurk along the
shore, - loating- over her” anger, in hope of enriching our- -
selves by the wreck, .. No, Giod forbid ! - Such i not the .
feeling of the people of Canada: " Op the contrary, <o far -

as their public opinion can be heard throughout the Britjsh

. Empire or the United States, their wish would be that the
-‘Republic, as it was twelve months ago, might hve to

celebrate in concord, in 1876, the centenary of its Inde.
pendence. . We prefer our own institutions to theirs; but
our profercn("o_ W rational, not, rancorous; we may think,
and we do think, it would have been well for them to have

“retained more than they did retain of the long-triéd wisdom -

-

of their ancestors; we may think, and we do think, that
thetr ovcrthro'w “of ancient precedes and venerable sife.

* ‘guards was too sweeping in 1776 but as between . con.
~ tinental peace and chroni¢ civil war—as between natural

right and_ oligarchical oppression ; as between the con-
stitutional majority and the lawless minority ; as between
free intercourse “and armed frontiers ; as ctween negro

emancipation and a revival of the slave trade ; as between |
- the golden rule arid the cotton crop of 1861; as between

the revealed unity of the race and the heartless hetesy of
African bestiality a3 between the North and South in this

deplorable contest, 1 rest firmly in the belief; that all that

is most liberal, most ntelligent, and most “magnaniinous in

- Canada and the l‘)mpi{’(z, are for coutincntalljpenve, for con. -
, ual emancipa-

gt.itution_nl‘arbitrameu for universal, if gra

|
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tion, for free :intercourse, for justice, mercy, civilisation,
‘and the Northox . .~ _ T . K
® Whoever has the patience to follow to the end this series of speeches
and addresses will perceive that the strong pro-Northern sentiments of the
speaker, 8o freely uttered in the doubtful and discouragmg \lays of 1861,
though never retracted, were repeated less frequently, and ‘with several
modifications, during the three succeeding years. This was a natural con-
| sequence of the tone taken towards Canada, and the Kmpire, by the organs .
- of Northern opinion, especially after the affair of the Trent. It is to be
hoped that the heartily friendly fecling which was expressed in this
address, and so heartily applauded by a fair representation of the best men -
of Upper Canada, may be found capable of restoration, without any com-

promise of self-respect on the part of either people. e

~
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AMERICAN BELATIONS AND CANADIAN

DUTIES. .

ADPRESS To THE ImIsm Protesrant BENEVOLENT Soou:‘r'r,«Qu:n:c,
"May 10tn, 1842, .

Mz, McGer said :—Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 received
some time ago, a warm invitation from my friend, Captain
Anderson, the Scerctary of this Society, asking me to be
present and take part in the proceedings “of this evening,
It was an invitation given with great cordiality, for an

Irish society’s benefit, and the object was to enable the

~ society to assist the friendless emigrant, and the unforty-

~nate resident.” It seems to be ident to our state of

socicty, where we have no legal provision for the poor, no.
organised system of relief of any public general kind, that
therg should be a division of chantable Tabour among, our
different voluntary societies,—and as 1 look upon thew all,

patron saint, as being themselves but members of one vast
socicty—the society of Canada,~1 did not feel that 1
could, either on Irish or on Canadian grounds, decline the

nvitation, It s very true, Mr., Presideiit, that you and ]
will not be found, to-morrow worshipping under the same”

13 o reason ; such differences exist in the first clements of

[

roof, but is ghat any reason why we should not be united
here to-night iii a common work of ‘charity ?  Witl, nie it,

our population: and it is the duty of every man, especially

of every man tndergoing the education of a statesman, to -

endeavour to mitigate instead of inflaming, religious api-

mosities, . No prejudices lie- nearer the surface than those

which plead the sanction of religion<—any idiot may arouse

them, to the \\'ise/m/an’s consternation, and the peaceful
, D

‘whether under ‘the auspices of Saint Patrick or any other.

N




“at'Fort Sumter was the signal gun of a new c(}]

-plainly than human speech mnic\ er express it, to ‘skep no

K

34  BRITISH-AMERICAN UNIQN. . *°
man’s dcep regret. 1f ‘in times past they have: been too
often and too casily aroused, we must all deeply. deplore 1t ;

- but for the future,—in theqc new and eventfu dar “hcn '
‘it 1s so essential that there shall be complete

1armon

within our ranks,—lct us all agree to brand the prapagan{ -
dist. of bigotry as the most dangerous of our enemies,
because his work is to *divide us among ourselves, and
thereby render us incapable of common defence. It is
upon this subject of the public spirit to be cultivated among
us—of  the spirit which can aloric make Canada safe and

- secure, rich and renowned—which can alone attract- })opu]a-

tion and augment capital—that I desire to say the few
words with which T must cudunoul to fulfil your expecta-|
tions. I feel that it is a scrious subject for a populat
festival—but these are serious times, and they bring upon
their wings most serioys reflections. That shet fired at
Fox¢ Sumter, on the lgth of April, 1861; had a message

for the North as well as for the South, and here in Quebec,

if anywhere, by the light which ]nstory lends us we, should
find those who can mghtI) read that eventful message.

Here, from this rock, for which' the. immortals have con-

tended, here from t]ns rock over which Richelieu’s wisdom
and Clmtlmm s genius, and the memory of heroie men, the
glory of three great Mtlons has hung its hulo, we should

|~ look forth tipon_a continent convulsed, and nsk of a

rulor, “ Watchman, what of the night ? " - *lmt shot fired
h for

North Awmerica, which told the people of Cana

more, except oif their arms~—unless in their Ql(\cp they (lesire
to be overtaken and subjugated.! For one, Mr. Presidput, 1
can safely say that if 'L know myself 1 have not a p: rticle -
of prejudice against the United States; on the contrary, 1
am bound to ‘declare that many things in the ‘constitution
and the people | sincerely estecem and admire, What 1
coiitend for with myself, and wlmt 1 would impress w )ou
others is, that the lesson of thelast few months furnished b

America to the world; should not be -thrown away upon
the inhabitahts of Canada, 1- -dd not believe that it is our
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-

‘destiny to be engulphed into a Republicaln union, renovated
and inflamed with the wine of victory, of which she now drinks
so freely —it seems to me.we have theatre enough under ¢
feet to act another and 5 worthier part ; we can hardly join
the Americans on our own terms, and we never ought to
join them on theirs, A Canadian nationality, not French.
Canadian, nor . British-’Canadj:m, nor Irish-Canadian—
patriotisin rejects the prefix—is, in my opinion, what we
should ook forward to,—that is what ‘we ought to labour
for, that is what we ought to he prepared to-defend to thye '
death.  Heirs of one-seventh of the'continent—-inheritors R
a long ancestral story,—and'no part of jt dearer to us
* that the glorious tale of this last century,—warned not by
cold chronicles only, but by living scencs, passing before
our cyes, of the dangers of a;()u'umixc'd"doinocrpcy,——wc are
here to vindicate our capacity, by the test of o new political
* creation.  What we most im‘mcdiatcly wait, Mr. President,
to carry on that work, js men—more men—and stjl] more
~men!  The ladies, T dare say, will not object to that -
doctrine, We may not want more lawyers and doctors—
but we want more men, i town and country. - We want-
the signs of youth and growth in our young and growing
- countryr  One of our maxims should be—¢ carly marrigges,
«and death to old bachelors.”” T have long entertained &
Y project of.a special tax uport that most undesirable class of
- the population, and our fiend the Finance Minister ma
perhaps have something of the kind among the agreeable
surprises of his next budget. Seriously, Mr, President, -
what 1 chiefly wanted to say in coming here is-this, that if
we would make Canada-safe and secure, rich and renowned,
we must all libernlisc-——locull_y, scctionally, religiously,
nationally,  I'here is room cnough in this country for one
great free people, but there 13 not room enough, under the
" same flag, and the same - laws, for two or three angry,
suspicious, ‘obstructive “nationalities,” Dear, most justly
dear to every land beneath the sun are the children born in -
her bosom, and nurseid upon her breast ; but when the
man of gnother country, wherever born, speaking whatever
speech, holding whatever creed, secks out a country to
. - _ - - p 2 o
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serve and honour and ¢leave 'to, in weal or in woe,—when
he heaves up the anchor of his heart from its old moorings,
~and lays at the feet-of the mistress of his choice, his New
country; all the hopes of his ripe manhood, he establishes °
‘by suth devotxon a claim to consideration, not second even
‘to that of the children’ of the soil. - He is’ their brother

delivered by a new birth from the . dark wombed Atlantie < .

ship that ushers himn into existénce in the new world —he-
stands by lis own clection among /the children Qf thé .
houschold, and narrow and most unwise is that specics of
public spirit, which, in" the perverted ‘name of patnotlsm,
would refuse him a'll he asks—* a fair field and no favour.”.
‘T am not about to talk politics, Mr. President, tlxough
-these “are grand, politics—I rcscwc all “clse for what is .
~usually called “another place” i—and I may add, for
~another time,” But I am so thoroughly convinced and .
assured that we are gliding }1101)" the currents of a mew
cpoch, that'if I break silence at Tl in the presence of my
fellow -sul)Jcct I cannot_chdose but speak of the immense
issues’ wlnch dcx'.olve ppou us, at this- moment, in this
country. ~ I may c pirdoted, perhaps, if 1 refer'to another
“matter that come§ home/to you) Mr. President, ,and to
~myself.  Though we m‘g alike opposcd to all ;nvndmus
* national distinctions on’ this- soil, we. “are ‘not _apposcd, L
lope, to giving full credit to all the clements wlﬂc&n at the
present day compose gur population. In this r spcct it i3
a source of ;gratification to learn that amon\ your invited
:

members - of
the House to whicle 1 have the honour to. belop -——gu_ltle-
" men from both sides of the House—who drew their native
~ breath in our own dearly beloved ancestral island.. It
- takes three quar,tcrs of the world¥n these days t¢ hold an-
- Irish family, and it is pleasant to know that somé of the
-elder sous of the family are considered, by their discrimina- -
ting- fellpw-citizens, worthy to be entrusted w:tf\\ the
liberties and, fortunes of their adopted countries. Wehave
here men of Irish birth who have led, and who still lgad,
the Parliament of Canada, and who are determined to lead |
it in 4 spirit of genuine liberality. “We, Irishmen, Pr
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testant and Catholic, born and bred in a land of religious .

o \ .
-+ controversy, should never forget that we now live and act
in aland of the fullest religious and civil liberty.  All we
have 'to do, is, each for himself, to keep down dissensions

which can only weaken, impoverish, and keep, back the .

. country; cach-for himself do all he can-to increase its

.= wealth, its strength, and its reputation; each for himself— -

“yowand you, gentlemen, and all of us—to welcome every

talent, to'hail every Invention, to cherish” every gem of arf,
", to foster «every. gleam of authorship, to honour every
- acquirement and cvery natural gift, to lift ourselves to the
-/ level-of our dgstinies, to rise above all low limitations and

v
.

: / narfow ‘ircumscriptions, to  cultivate that true catholicity’

- of spirit which-embraces all creeds, all classes, and all races,
in order to make of our boundless Province, so rich in

~known ‘and unknown resources, a great new Northern

nation,.




_ BRITISH-AMERICAN UNION.

. : " ‘ A v o
Sreecut Ar A Pouiticar Pic-N1o AT Port Rosinsoy, CaNapa Wesr,
SxpTEMBER 18tH, 1862, .

Ion. Mr. McGee said he had listened with great
pleasure to the statesmanlike, national, broad-principled,’
and high-spirited speech of the Premier of Nova- Scotia,
(Mr. Howe), and he had heard the fervent, animated, and
manly sentiments expressed by his hon. friend, Mr.
Mitchell, of New Brunswick, with almost cqual pleasure,
For his own part he had never been’a sectional man. He
had no sectional partialitics -in this country. ‘e was
neither a Lower Canadian nor an Upper szm{ian. In the
Government, -or. out of the Government, he had never
known what the old Province line was. ‘The Province line
was obliterated before he came to the country, and never -
should be Testored with his”consent.'+ And not being a
sectional man as regarded Canada, he was not a sectional
man as regarded Bntish America; for if, in the progress of
cvents, we could draw together more closely, in the presence

Southern frontier] the bonds of amity anll union with our
British brethren /who é{wclt on the shorey of the Atlantic,

he, for his part, was repdy to bid Godspedd to the Union,

and to take his share of the responsibility of bringing it~
about. -The last great act of "union that whs accomplished
on this continent "of British America, was accomplished
amidst great 'difficultics, and as it appeared to him very -
hastily in some of its details, and it had worked in some
respects not to the satisfaction of the pdople either of

- of the perilous ?ircumstances that confronted us on ‘our

Upper or Lower Canada. But still that Act of - Union of

1840 was a step in' the right direction, one step forward in

[
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. the great pathway which Providence scemed to have pre-.
scribed to the British people of the northern portion of this
continent.  And now, looking back at it, he did not. think
there was a public man of any party, with any pretension

to information or influence i Canadian affairs, who would,

¥

be prepared to go back to the $tate of things which existed:
- before that Union.” As that Union of 1810, therefore, was
~astep’ in the right direction, so he believed that, in the'
~fulness of time and of events,ia greater union than that
" would come, and that all the people of the north, bred and
~hursed under the system of local cedom, under the.s{:adow
~and protection of the three-crosied flag, would corhe to-
gether in a close union, having learned wisdom from the
example. of our brethren across the border, whose schism
he deplored, and the fruits of which wére wiihappily seen
- to day on the field of battle, gathered with the sickle that
- gathers the crop of death. “These results we could not
rejoice over, but ‘the example we might. profit by And if
- We were to be an independent people —which, however, he
did not at all apprehend to be probable as an innncdintcv
© -~ contingency—let us be an independent people with a sea-
hoard as well as an inland country. If we were to be an
\ Imperial people, which - he thought ‘was at present our
position, et us continue an Imperial people, but not to be an
Imperial puppet, to be petted at one moment, and stigma-
tized before the world at“another. Let us not be kept for -
the convenienee of Imperial Senators, as Scott tells us
Mungo Malagrowther wag kept in the Scottish Court, to
be whipped m the Place. of the young Princt, to show
. what he ought to have got when he was naughty, because
it would have been unconstitutional to have touched any,
portion of his Royal Highness's person with a rod, It
would appear that ‘when it devolved upon the Empire to -
subdue the spirit of party at home, the object was some.
times aimed at by administering a whipping to some of its
colonigl possessions, and that the same thing was resorted
to’when it was sought to make an impression for some
purpose or other on the Government of the Notthern
- States at Washington, These colonies ought not to submit, -
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8 - to such treatment.  Let th'cin say to the people of the
¢ ' - mother country, We are willing to bear “our share, with
; you--and all portions of her Majesty's subjects, in the
}1! ~.anxieties and perils and dangers of the Empire, but insult
i o and opprobrium we will not tike from your hands.” lle
2 R ; was glad to hear the broad national sentiments to which
: they had just listened, and he heartily cchoed them as one -
# - _of the representatives of the people.of this Province. e
T R " thanked his friends from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick for
their kindness in coming there to give them, at this critical
period in their history, the benefit of those sentiments.  And
he knew little of public opinion in the British Empire, if
before™ this day six weeks these words, uttered on the
Welland, did not meet the eye of ‘every . leading statesman
y | . of England, whether in or out off the Government. He
L did not know that, viewed in this light, there had been
SR any public meeting of more importance during the time
ot he had been a resident of Canada. 1le .was glad also
K T to hear the testimony which had been paid to the worth
,y_;* ~of the late representative of this Division, the Ion.
" Hamilton Merritt. He could not utter a betler wish
for his hon, friend beside him: (Mr. Currie), than that he
N . might. prove himsclf a worthy successor of the enterpris-
e 0 ing, clear-headed, laborious old man, whose place he was
N " about to take . in the Legislative Council.  Mr, Merritt,
] like all other Juman beings, might liave had defeets in
p, . his character, ‘but ‘t]ll'ere was one defect which certainly

PO

I _
- c he had not. He had neither a small heart nor a small -

T head.  Nature; did not make him on a small block, and -

; W he made good use of the large quantity of good stuff
A R that went originally to his composition. ~As long-as the

i

!

}

!

il i Welland Canal connects Lakes Erie and Ontario, as long
5 ©as Niagara Suspension Bridge remains a monument of o
N ~ engincering skill, so long wlil the namec of [lamilton Mefritt
ST, ~continue inseparably associated with Western enterprise.
(o : But he was niot simply a western Canadian; he was a
/ P . "North Americpn,  Ile was an American by birth, but in,

e

Mr. Merritt’s ‘active days, the people of Cangda”were not
badly- bitten with the mania of anti-Amcricanism. If not

.t
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any more American then than now, we did not go rabid-
against any one whose birthplace was on the othep side of
- the lakes. It was not in the Niagara District alone that
Mr. Merritt was intercsted. e was as much interested in
the prosperity of the port of Quebec as in that of Toronto,
or St: Catherine’s, or cither of t]e termini of the canal, e
saw, as every man of far vision saw, that whatever benefited
~one part of our common country, must ultimately benefit
every part of it; and he could only wish that the new
member for the Niagara Division, in assisting in the future
legislation of Canada, would ~approach all questions of
~commercial intercourse and internal improvement with as
large and liberal a spirit as his ‘enerated predecessor had
done. 1t had been said that ast year they had had a
meeting of condolence, and that this year they had a meet-
ing of congratulation, an important: change having taken
place in the affairs of this Province in the meantime, He
would nofy at a gathering of this description, go into
questions of party politics, but' he would “say he believed
there had been a” most important change eflected,  Af(er
- some allusiony, to recent ministerial changes, Mr, McGee
next referred to\the rejected Militia Bill of the late Govern.
Juent, and said 3 was not without considerable difficulty -
that e had votdd against its sccond reading, bad as
many of its details were.  Ile believed it necessary that
there should be a certain amount of arms and ‘ammunition
in the hands of our own people for the protection of our
frontier—not against a-national invaéion,-——hgnins't that we
must have other remedies— but against marauding bands,
who might disturb the peace of our frontier, on the djs.
banding of the present large standing army of the United
States.  But, unfortunatcly for our neighbours, there ap-
peared little likelihood of that disbanding for some time to
come. The struggle was, on botl, sides, he regretted to sce,
when it was people speaking our own language who were
engaged in it assuming the character of a war of extermi-
nation.  His own s /mpathies had been and still were with
~the North, as the {cgitim:rtc Government. But no wise
_People would trust to the forbearance of its neighbours as
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the sr){fcgu’ard -of its liberties, and Parliament did well, as
matters stood last spring, in voting the sum it did to
supplement the defences of the Province/in aid of the effort of

the Imperial Government. He was also quite willing to aid

in the construction of such facilities of communication as
would give the British Government fr¢c ingress into this

~territory at all. scasons of the year,/ or to.do any other
‘reasonable. thing that would give satisfaction to the reason-
‘able feeling of England, and at the same time not beggar

dnd bankrupt the people of Canada. Like Falstaff, he
would do mothing upon compulsion, he would not be
drivem™nto any course by those speeches in the House of
Lords to which reference had been made by Mr, Howe;
but it was our interest as ¥ell as our duty to d everything
we could to satisfy the people of England that we, were

~ ready to bear our reasonable share of the,bjrdcn of the

defence of the Province. This position he|would have
illustrated - by his vote last spring, had he Dheen in the
House, and he would be prepared to illustrat¢ it again in
the. coming “session of Parliament. The Government, in
providing for the defence of the country, were' prepared to

- go to the limit of their ability, and the limit of their

ability was the measure of their responsibility, Mr.. McGee
then referred to the signs of wéalth and abundance among
the farmers which had met his eye in travelling through
the country, and made ‘an eloguent- appeal that some por-
tion of that abundanca should be sent for the rélicf of the
suffering operatives in the manufacturing flistricts  of
Fngland.  Such an act on the part of Canadians would be
the best rcH)ly they: could give to the accusations which ha

been recently made in England against them, | B

-
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CHARACTER OF CHAMPLAIN, THE FIRST CAPTAIN-

'~ GENERAL OF CANADA Lo

THE FRENCI-CANADIANS UNDER FRANCE AND
- - GREAT BRITAIN, |

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT FoRT Poruam, State o Marmne, 29rn
- - BRPTEMBER, 1862,%

- "
~ The memory of Sieur de Champlain, the fearlcss navigator and accom-
plished statesman ; the first to oxplore and desiguate these shores ; whose
plans of Kmpire, more vast and sagacious than any of his time, failed of
success only through the short-sightedness of his govereign, in allowiug the
Atlantic shores of New ‘England to fall iuto the hands of his rivals, thereby
changing the history of the New World, - B I

loN. Mr. McGek, President of the' Lixecutive Council
of Canada, addressed the assemblage in response “to this
~sentiment, e said:. I beg to assure you, Mr. President,
.- and the gentlemen of the Maine Iistorical Society, who
~ have done me the honour to invite me here, that I feel it a
very great privilege to be.a Spectator and a participant in
the instructive, retributive ceremonial of this day. 'This
“peninsula of Sabino must - become, if it is not now, classic
ground; and this 29th of August, the true era “of | the
_establishment of our language and rice on this continent,’
one of the most cherished fasti of - the English-speakiiig
people of North Aanerica. "It is, on gcn.erai; grounds, an
occasion hardly less interesting“to the colonies still Bnglish,
than to the citizens of Maine, and, therefore, T beg to
repeat in your presence the gratification I feel in being

- * This was the commencement of an interesting series of annual celebra.
“tions, observed with great éclat, of the foundation of *“ the first colony on
thé shores of New Buogland.”  Tho place is the pevinsula of Sabino, at the
mouth of tho Kenneheck river ; tho founder was Captain George Popham,
" brother of Chicf Justice FYopbam, and the vime 19th of August (old style),
1607. ' S .
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* allowed to join in the first, of what I trust will _prove but
the first, of an interminable series of such celebrations, © I
- would be very insehsible, Sir, to the character in which I,
.. 'have been so cordially presented to this assembly, if I did
- mot personally acknowledge it; and 1 should be, 1 conceive, -
- unworthy the position I happen to occupy as a mémber of
the Canadian Government, if I did not feel still more " the
- honour you have paid to Canada; in the remeémbrancé, you
have made of -her first Govérnor and Captain-General, the
Sieur de Champlain, ~That celebrated person’ was in truth,
not only in pomt of time, but in the comprehension (‘?f Tus
views, the audacity of his prajects, aul the celebrity of his
individual career, the first statesman of Canada; and. no
one pretending to the character of.a Canadian statesman
could -fee] “otherwise than honoured and -gratified, when
Champlain’s name is inw}ked, publicly or privately, in his
- bresence. - We have no féar that the“reputation of our
_‘grcat'l“ouhdcv ‘will not- stand the sceverest test of his- -
* torical research; we lave no fear that his_true greatness
will dwindle by- comparison’ with the rest of the Atlantic
leaders—the chiefs of the renowned sea-chivalry, of whom
we have already heard such eloquent: mention. Al]l Cana-
dians ardently desire that he should be better known—be
well. known—and perhaps, Mr. President, you will permit .
me to indicate some of the traits in the car T, to point to
some of the traits in the character, whic% halo for us’
. . for ever the:name and memory of the Sicur de Champlsin. -
- What we esteem’ most of all other féatures in the life of
.~ our Founder, is that chief virtue of all cminent men—his
indomitable: fortitude;" and next to that we revere the
-~ amazing ‘versatility and resources of the man. Originally
a naval officer, he had voyaged to the West Indies ond to
Mexico, and had written a memoir, lately discovered at
Dieppe, and edited both in France and Engft}:nd, advocating -
» among other things the artificial connection’of the Atlantio-
and Pacific Oceans.  I'rom the quarter-deck we trace him
“to.the counting-rooms of the merchants of Rouen and Saint
; Malo, who first entrusted him in 1603, with the command
g { 1 e - ofa commercial enterprise of which Cinada was the field.

»
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From the service of the merchants tof Rouen, Dicppe, and
Saint Malo, we trace him. to the ser\"icc of his Sover ign— .
Henry IV.  For several successive years we find his flag -
glancing at- all points along this | rock-bound coast on "
which,we arc now assembled, from Port Roval to Massachu-
setts Bay.  Whenever we do not f; id 1t here, we may be .
“certain 1t has advanced into the interior, that it is unfurled .
- at Quebec, at Montreal, “or towards the sources of.the ..
Hudson and the Mohawk. W will find that this versatile |
sailor has become in ‘time'a founder of cities, a negotiator
of treaties with bnrl_)“a_rous'tril)es, an author, a discoverer, |
As a discoverer, hie was the first Buropean to ascend the

Richelicu, which he named after the patron of his latter

years—the all-powerful Car(linal.,w)llc was the first to f

traverse that beautiful - lake, now altogether yoq‘r own,

which makes his name so familiar {to Americans ;' he was B
the first to ascend our “great ccntr.%l1 river, the Ottawa, as
far north as Lake Nippising, and lie . was the first to dis-
cover what he very justly calls « the fresh-water 'sca ” of
Lake Ontario. Ilis place as an Axh‘erican disco‘vcmr.is,’
therefore, amongst the first 5 while his claims as_a colonjser
rest on the' firm foundations of Montreal and Quebee, and _
his projcct——c.\:traordinnry for the age—of uniting. the !
Atlantic with the Pacific by an artificial channel of com-,
munication. *As a legislator, we have not yet recovered, if -
we cver shall ‘recover, the ordinances he is known to have -
promulgated; but as an author we have his nnfrativc of
* transactions in New- France, liis voyage to Mexico, his ¢
treatise on mnavigation, and some other papers, ~ As g
diploinatist we have the Franco-1ndian W:1lli:mccs, which he
founded, and ihich lusted a hundred and fifty years on this ‘
continent, and which exercised 5o “powerful an ‘nfluence, S
not only on American but on Buropean ‘affairs. o him
also it was mainly owing that Canada, 'Acadia, 'and Cape )
‘Breton were reclaimed by, and restored to France under )
the treaty of Saint Germain-en-Laye, m 1632, As tq. the = -
~moral qualities, our Founder was brave almost to rashness.

He would cast himself with a single Furopean follower in

the midst of savage -cnemics, and more than ox;'ce his life

: _ ) .
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'wx_‘ls,endan_zzered“by the excess of his confidence -and his .
courage. He was eminently ‘social in his habits—as .his «
order of /e bon temps—in which every man of his assaeiates

. was for one day host. to all his comrades, and commanded

. in turn in those agreeable enconnters of which we have just

8 ~~~ had & slight skirmish here. " Ie.was sanguine as became
L an adventurer, and self-denying.as became ‘a hero. He -

soeved under, Pe Monts, who. for a time succeeded to his ,

honours and oftice, as cheerfully as he had cver acted for
~himself, and in the end he made a friend of his rival.  He
encountered, as Columbus and- many othets had done,

- mutiny and impatjence in Wi own followers, but he tri-

- .

T I ——
e e e . i

umphed over the bad passions of mon as completely as he
3 , - tnumphed over the ocean and the wildetness. o
J‘ . He touched the extremes of human experience among
[ T
i
!
|
i
¥

diverse characters and nations. At one time he sketched -
plans of civilised aggrandisement for Henry IV, and Riche-
lieu; at anothicr, h® planned schemes of wild warfare with -
Huron chicfs and Algonqiin braves. 1Ilc united, in a"

‘-1: -

- TR

X o ... most. rare_degree, the faculties of action and -reflection,
! ik = and like all highly reflective minds, his thoughts, long che."
¢
Z
"

o T rished in secret, ran often into the mould of maxims, and |

ol -~ some of them would form the fittest possible inscriptions to
i E be engraven upon his monument. - . S

S @ . When the merchants of Quebee grumbled at the cost of
W fortifying that place, he said :— It is best not to obey the
B passions of men; they are but for a scason; it is our duty
to regard the future.”  With all his love of good-fellow-
- ship and society, he was, what scems to some inconsistent
: with' it, sincerely and (inthusiastically religious; among his
. ~ maxims arc these two—-that “ The salvation of one soul is

-

1, * “Kings ought not to think of extending their authority -
TR ~ over idolatrous nations, except for the purpose of subjecting

them to Jesus Christ.” | P |
f [ Such, Mr. President, ate, in brief, the attributes of the
| ’ man you have chosen to honour; ‘and 1 leave it for this

A _ - company to say, whether in all that constitutes true.great-
% S ness the first Governor and  Captain-Géneral of Canada

i ; . , R ! . !
SR Ly ' , ‘ ¢
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., need fear comparison with any of the illustrious bz("othe‘r-
" hood who projected ‘and ‘founuded .our North Al,erical;
- States, - Count over all their honoured names; cnumerate -
~their chief actions; let cach community assign lo its own _
his. meed. of eloquent and reverent remembrance ; but
. among them, from ‘North to Sputh, thérq will be no ‘se-
condary place assigned to the Sicur ‘de Champlain. -
. Mr. President, you have added to the sentiment i honour ;
- of Champlain, an”allusion and an inferenge as to the dif-:
. “ferent re’fﬁ!’ts of the I'rench and English colonial policy, on
which you will probably expect me to offgr an observation.
or two before resuming my seat. ~ Chgmplain’s project
“originally was, no doubt, to make this Atlantic coast the
basis of French power in the, New Wof His Govern.-
ment claimed the continent down to the 40th parallel,
which, as you know, intersects l’cnnsyl\funia, Ohio, and
Mjnois, while the l‘ﬁ'lglisll claimed ‘up to the 45th, which

—

intersects Nova Scotia and Canada,
. Within these five degrees of latitude the pretensions of

France were long: zealously maintained in diplomacy, but -

were never practically asserted, except in the 44th and 45th,

by colonisation. I am not prepared to dispute the ference /-

. _that the practical abandopmcnt, by France, of the coast dis-
“coveries of her carly navigators,” south ' qf 45, may have -

. changed, as you say, “the. destiny of the New'World.” 1t
may be s0; it may be, also, that we have not reached the
point of time in which to speak positively #s to the per-
manent result ;- for Divine Providence moves in His orbit
by-long and insensible curves, of which cven the clearest.

- sighted men ean discern in thejr time but a very limited
section.  But we know; as of : the past, that the French
power in the reign of: Louijs XILL and X1V, was prac-
tically based on the St, Lawrence, with a Southern aspect,
rather than on the Atlantic, with a Western aspect.” All

- the consequences of this change of Champlain’s plan and
policy T am not prepared here so much as to allude to, -
for that would ‘carry me where I have no wish to go—into
international issues, not yet exhausted, :

I may be permitted, however, to question that French
. . i .

~
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 influence, as developed /An_jts-Roman Catholic religion, its
“- Roman law andwi_t,,a..il}ié't'orical fascmations, was ever really
circumscribed-to Candda, or was replly extingmished, as has
~ - beendsually assumed, by the fall of Quebec. 1t fs amazing

_.~""to find in the Colonial-records of the period between the

‘death of Champlain and the death of Montcalm, a century -

and a quarter, how impottant a part that handful of secluded -
~I'rench colonists played in- North” American affairs, fil_ .

]

- .. ®1629, Champlain could have carried off all his colonists in

“a single ship”; more than a hundred years later they:

- “were cstimated at some 65,000 souls; in the Seven Years'

War they were, according to My, Bancroft, but as “one t ‘

fourtecen” of the English colomists. - -The part plnycd-“bﬁ

the.Canadians in war, under the French Kings, was out of

all proportion to their numbers; it was a brilliant but pro- -

digal part; it left their country exposed to pcriO(})ical "

scarcity,*without wealth, without commetce, without poli-\ -
tical liberty. “They were ruled by a policy strictly martial

- to the very last, and though Richelitf_u, Colbert, De la.”
26 Gallissionére, and other supreme minds saw, in their “ New
France,” great commercial.capabilities, ho prevailing policy,

. especially under Louig XIV, and XVZ was to make and
jkcdp Canada a mere military colony. / It is instruetive Lo
#find a man of such high intelligence a8 Montcalm justifying ,
.| that policy 1h his despatches to the él"residcnt de Mole on -
_the very eve of the surrender of Quebee. 'The Canadians, ™

in his opinion, ought not to be.allowed to manufacture, -
! lest they should become -umnanageable like the English
| colonists,*but, on the contrary, they should be kept to

.. martial cxercises, that.they might subserve the intcrests
" of Frauce in her Transatlantic warg with. England.  Such
. was . the po'li’éy which fell at Quebeg with, its last ¥French
+ Governor and Captain-General ; a policy, I need hardly. -

.- - say, which no intelligent Canadian fow looks back to with

- any other feelings than those of regret and.disapprobation.
A hundred years have clapsed since the -international con-
test to which you refer was consummated at Quebec, and

Canada to-day, under,the mild and equitable sway of her .

fourth Lnglish “sovereign, lias to point to trophies. of

4
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. peaceful progress, not 1%;4 gloriois, and far more service. ' .
- able, than  any achieved by our. predecessors who were .= < -
subjects to the Frenc Kings. The Frenc¢h-speaking popu. °
. lation, which.froni 1608 4l 1760 had not reached 100,000, \
~from 1750 to 1860 has multiplied to 880,000, “Upper
- Cauada, a wilderness. as Champlain found it and Montcalm
left it, has a population exceeding Massachusetts, of as fine
A YCOMANTY 48 ever stirred the soil of the earth. If French
Canada points. with justifiable pride to jts ancient battle-
ield, Erig?'sh Canada points with no Jess Pleasure. to its
ncwly-recl‘;kmed harvest fields ; if the old régime is typified
by the stréng walls of Quebec, the monument of the new !
cra may” be Seen in the - great bridge which spans the
St. Lawrence within_ view of the. city I represent, and
whose four and twenty picrs may each “stand for one hour
gacred to every travelier whe steams through its sounding
““tube on his way from ghe Atlantic to the far West,
" In conclusion, Mr. resident, allow me again to assure
you that™I have listened with great pleasure to the speeches
of this day—especially “ fo. the address of my old ang
esteemed friend (Hon, M. Poor). T trust the sentiments
uttered here, at the mouth of the Kennebee, in Maine, will
_ 80 home to England, and show our English relatives that
~ the Americin people, unmdved by any sclfish motive, are
capable of doing-full and entire justice to the best qualities
- of the Liaglish character, I am sure nothing was farther
from your:minds than to thrn this historical commemora-
tion to.,any. political nccount—iniid'germin]y T could not
> have doné myself the pleasure of being here™ if I had ina.
gined any such intgntion,  But after all the angry taunts
which have been Litely exchanged between England and
America, 1" cannot but think this solemn acknowbedgment
of natjonal affiliation, made on so memorable 3 spot as Fort -
- Popham;, and made in"so copdial o spirit, must have g
~healing and a’happy effect, We have been sitting under
your authority, Mr, President, in the Iligh Court of
Posterity—we ™ have summoned _our ancestors from their
anicient graves—we have dealt out praise aml,blame among
them—1"trust without violence to truth or injixgtjcc to the

.
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Dead : for the dend have thmr rights as |the lmng havc- .

- injustice to. them is one of the worst forms of all injustice,
‘and undue. praise to the’ undeservmg is the worst injustice

to the virtuous and mentonous actors in the grcut events '
of former ages.
When we leave this place we almll d cend from‘the'.

- meditative world of the Past to.mingle in the active woyld -
. of the Prescnt, where cach man must bedr his part and

defend his post. Lect mé say for myself, |Mr. President,

and I think I may add 1 speak in this rcsp 'ct the gencral"

settled sentinieng of my countrymen of Canagla, when I say
that in the extraordinary circumstances whigh have arisen
for -you, and for us.also, in North America, there 1s no
other feeling in Canada than a feeling of d p and smcere

- sympathy and friendlincss towards tlie Unitdd States. & As

men loyal to our own institutions, we honouq loyalty cvcry-
where ; as frccmcn we are interested in all free btatcs _
uc1ghb0urs we’ are especially interested iy your )cace,
prosperity, and welfare. We are all anxiou§ to cxc{ 1ange
everything with you except injustice and misrgpresentation ;

“‘that is a species of conunerce yhich—even yhen followed

by the fourth estate (pointing to the reporterd'at his right)

originally an emigrant to these shores as an I

—T trust we will ahke dlscourn%c even to [(thé verge of

prohibition. - Not only as a Canadian, but as

so many of my original countrymen resident 4
shall never cease to. ptay that this kindred
always find in the future, ae tllcy always have

one who was
ishman, with
mong you, I
people may-
found in the

past, brave men to lead them ‘in battle, wise then to guide
them in council,.and cloquent men hk(, mJ honourablg
fricnd yonder (lon. John A/ Poor), to cclebrate their.
exploits and thur \\Pdom from geucratlon to gencration.

.
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.;Qi‘qfxx'\xtx_\; THE PROBABLE CAPITAL OF AN
: UNITED BRITI_SH AMERICA.

RerLy T0 A/TOAST AT A CoMPLIMENTARY SuprER oivEx By THE SAINT
Parkick’s Literany Socrgry oF UrTawa, Ooroser 4, 1862,

Mr. McGeg, after a fow introductory remarks, of a per-
sonal ngture, said :—And noiy you wil no doubt expect
-me to gllude bricfly to some oflior subjects in which the
people /of Canada and the citizens “of Ottawy are more
deeply fnterested than iy the personnet of {he Administra.
tion. /1 suppose you would like to hear my frank opinion
on thy subject of .the Government, Buildings I this city,
Well, frentlemen, T was one of the last to admit the pro-
ricty pf reference which was made on that sy jeet ; but
Im'\'ing admitted and adopted that decision as phrt of the
policy bf the present -Administratioq——having doyie so in
perfect ‘good  faith, without':my ulterior views whhtever—
I woulll "be the: last to consent to reopen the duestion,
Ottawa|was not my choice,, but it has been selepted by
ler Majesty, thatdecision has” been frankly adopted by
the pregent (}ov'crnmcnt,v and it will be frankly anld fully
carricd out.  There js only one remote possibility of dis.
turbing that decision, and that might follow if (he members -
for Ottawa constituencies allowed” themselves to be made
use of by any party combination, If they allowed the
Ottawa (Question to be_m:xdp use of as a parly question,
they miglit drive others to reopen the question ; but unless
s réviyed by some such crror as that—and it s your
interest to see that no such error is. committed by your
“epresentatives— Ottawa may rely upon it that he- present
Administration will never go back of their word," Yes;
gentlemen; not only. may your city become the Seat of
‘ : . B2

|
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* Government of Canada, if your interests are proper]{; repre-

sented, but in after. times of all British America, between

' the Rocky Mountains and the Atlantic Ocean. I suppose

you have all seen in the public journals a good deal of dis-
cussjon as to the late Intercolonial Conference at Quebee,

~and a projected Intercolonial railway. Well, geutlemen,
all I can tell you on that head is that that newspaper dis-

cussion must necessarily be premature, because no man at
this moment, in any of the Colonies, or in England, can
possibly say what precise shape that project may ultimately
take—what route may be chosen—what distances involved -
—on what terms—under what conditions—subject to what
management—that road will be made, if it is hade, within

" a few years, The discgssion must be premature, because

the project is inchoate—Dbecause the negotiation has merely
taken its first preliminary form—because, as a negotiation,
it can only be matured in London, by and with the consent
of the Immperial authorities, Those who desire to avoid rash
conclusions and needless retractions will suspend their
judgments till the project has matured and received its last

~form from negotiation, and then if it can be shown to be

necessary to strengthen the connection with the mother
country—if it can be shown to be necessary to our self-

- preservation as a British American people—if the liability
_can be limited, and the proportions fairly adjusted—1I, for

one, would not shrink from going to the people of Canada,
from end to end of -the Province, with this test question:

~ ““You think the connection valuable to Canada; what will

you pay for it?” Is it worth to you five-twelfths of an
iron road four hundred miles long ?* TIs it worth the outlay
on an additional link of railway of the distance, say from
Montreal to Kingston, or thereabouts? For, gentlemen,
depend upon it, we cannot in the North America of our
day—in this'new Awerican age which announces its advent
witb ‘salvos of artillery—we cannot go on as we have gone
on 1n the piping times of peace.. We have three choiees

) . . .
- before us: cither to continue the Connection, or to set up

] : . . . .
for qurselves, or to drift into annexation with the Northern
Democracy.  Not one per cent. of the pcolfe of Canada at
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present desire annexation ; not oge per cent. of the people
feel that the hour has come for our cntering on an inde-

~. pendent political existence ; and, therefore, practically the

only choice left us is to provide for the proper matntenance, -
on our side, of the Imperial connection, I say frankly I
place this alternative on 1o impalpable ground ; but 1 do
place it on the clear ground of common sense, ‘of self- - .
interest, of self-preservation, as well gs on the sense of duty
aud conscientious obligation, I put it to you on Canadian,
rather than on Tmperial ground. I say the 'connecetion is
worth paying for, and the only questions are, whether as to
a militia or a military road, what can you pay, and when,
and how, will you pay it?  But, gentlemen, I do not rest
our railroad connection with the Lower Provinces on milj-
tary reasons only ; there are political reasons, and there are
commercial reasons as well. As to the commercial reasons,
the three Provinkes are fully committed to the principle of
inter-colonial free trade, which would bring us 800,000
more customers, and if we should unfortunately lose the
Reciprocity T'reaty in 1865, would give Upper Canada a
breadstufls market, which takes as much from the United
States now, as the United States do from Canada.  As to

the intrinsic value of the new country to be opened, I have

the authority 'of a gentleman whose ability to l]udgc cannot

be questioned in Canada—DMr, Walter Shan y—who has
been over the ground this last summer, and made very full

- Dotes of his tour, that with the exception of a belt of some |

*30 miles on the immediate border of Canada 'and New

Brunswick, the remainder js generally as fine a (':our)hy as
any in North America. And this castern enterprise may
very fairly be looked upon as an additional motive and
guarantee for western extension to the Pacific.  Before I
had af seat in Parliament, in this very city, several years

- ago, iy speaking of the *“ Future of Canada,” I expressed

the s.:; ne views I do now, when I say that the route by

“Lake Huron and Iake Superior ‘to British Central America

stockholders of the Judson’s Bay Company,—to that
country rich in hides, in furs, in tallow, in salt, and ni .

—to the prairie country too long monopolized by the 268
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mineral wealth-—and rich, too, in agricultural capabilitics—

ought.to be opened up, and must lead westward through the
Ottawa valley. But we can hardly have the aid of a British
ministry or of British capital for Western¥xtension, if we
“underprice the connection, or refuse to begin at that end of

" it whicle lics next.to lingland, and is more immediately re- .

quired to maintain the conuecction. As to the general
political reasons for the railroad, I think they will be found
to be, on further observation, gentlemen, of the utmost

people of Canada. - We are, for” fully five months in the
year, as much “an inland kingdom,” as that- Bohemia
whose castles, even Corporal Trim was foréed to admit,
“could not stand by the sea unless God willed it.”  We
now get to and from the Atlantic, five mounths in every
year, by the grace and favour of the State of Maine; but
unless Maine were at some future day to join us politically,
that relation between us cannot be counted on,-from year
‘to year. Let us reason by experience, and sec what has
been the condition of other inland states of which we know
something, on the “continent of Kurope. Take the two
- most_conspicuous examples, the two great German powers
Austria and Prussia.
ciously to her Italian provinces? Because it is only through
them she touches the sea. ‘It is only through Venice,
I'rieste, and Fiume, that Austria exists as a maritime or
commercial power ; and though 1 do not know what it cost
to construct the railway from Vienna. to Trieste, through a
.very difficult country, I know well what lesson that road
ought to teach us. It teaches the lesson of empire, in

.

which Austrian statesmen have not seldom been the teachers

of older states than ours, Look again at Prussia in the
Baltic.' What has been her expenditure between Berlin
and Dantzic? Why does she at this moment vote
-12,000,000 francs for.Jahl, and 25,000,000 franes for Jash-
mund, i the isle of Rugen? Lo have outlets to the sea,
through her own térritory, to secure safe ports, to have her
own avenues into the common exchange of all nations—the
open occan,  Now, whether the British connection is to

weight, deserving the most careful consideration from the -

Why does Austria hold on so tena-

>
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outlast this century or the next, I cannot, as a Canadian
representative, observant of the signs of the times, and our
present peculiar circumstances, be any party to refusing for
this country a sea-coast and outports——if they do not cost
too much—which’ any civilised inlandpower in the world
would give the lives of armics and millions of treasure to
secure. I would stand rebuked and dimb in the presence
of the Austrian and the Prussian if were capable of such
folly ; it would be a stolid policy, more worthy of the dark
interior of Africa, than “of ‘this “region of acute and ready
mental resources. 1 know it is said, the motto of our
_government is and ought to be, the onc word, “ Retrench-

‘ment 1” Gentlemen, that is an’ excellent word— Zeetrench- g
ment—but 1 will follow it with another, not hostile, not
inconsistent with it, the word Dlevelopment.  Retrenchment

is the immediate duty, the.duty of the duy and the hour,—

but a_government must lead as well as save, 1t must march

as well as fortify, it must originate plans for the future, as

well as correct the errors of the past. - The eventful oppor-
. tunity for British America is now ; the tide in our affairs is

at - the flood, we must .act as well as cxamine, advance as_

well as retrench. - It is for us to appropriate the olive

branch of peaceful progress, which the great Republic has
relinquished for the blood-stained laurel ; it is for us to .
“unite the Atlantic and the Pacific, and to lay broad and’

deep on this soil the foundations of a thoroughly constitu--

tional government. 1 sce here many of the young men of

the city and ncighbourhood, and to the young men of
~ British- North Awmerica 1+ look with every hope that they.

will sustain and maintain the programme of national de-
velopment in connedtion with Great Britain, which it is the

aim of my colleagues. (o inaigurate. ‘Ihe future belongs to - =
them, and they belong to their suceessors; 1f a generous -
far-sighted British American policy is to triumph in Canada
and the sister Provinees, the, young men must be up and -
doing; if they will follow, I venture to promise they shall
have a lead—a lead which will make Canada a great,
country, and Ottawa the capital of a United DBritish
America, - ’

AN
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THE COMMON INTERESTS OF BRITISH
C 'NORTH AMERICA, .

‘ .;it‘ » o Ax Appruss’ DELIVERED AT TuE TEMPERANCE Havl, Havirax) Nova
RN R 8cor1a, JuLy 21st, 1863, ©

SR aRLe . Ho~. Mr. McGer said :—Mr. Mayor, Ladics, and (Gen-

Rk o flemen,—This meeting las grown out of a very shnplg cir- -
T © . cumstance—the desire of several gentlemen, some of. them

T ' very old friends, to hear from a Canadian representative

’ . what was generally thought in his province, as well as what

: ; - views he himself took, on the subject of the long-talked-of
;5 Intercolonial Railway. The invitation was conveyed to me
, m the kindest terms, by gentlemen for whom 1 have the
‘]* L highest respect; but it would be folly in me to concpal

Co it ~that I felt a great deal of diflidence us to my own powerito .
e e mect their expectations. I felt it not only from the nature
L I of the subject to be spoken of—whose very magnitude whs
R -7 embarrassing=but also somewhat on personal grounds, as

£ ',’Ph | to what might be right and proper for me, as a Canadian ‘\

o representative, to say; but I nerved mysclf by saying, « If ' .
! v we can have no other direct intercourse, either of- trade of
o o travel, with our fellow-citizens of Nova Scotia at present,
Ll - - at all events let us have the intercourse of free speech anc
l P courtcous personal consultation.” I propose, then, to submit
BEE R to you the views, so far as I understand them, of very many
‘l

b

in Canada, on the subject of this projected Colonial "con- |

* nection, with séme remarks on the same subjeet which,
| perhaps, are more personal to myself.” We are of opiitfon,
i very many of us, in the first place, that we cannot go on
. ~ much longer—not many months perhaps, not many seasons
! - certainly—as we have been in the past. . Great necessitics

have arisen within the present decade, both on this and the

.
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other side of the Atlantic, which seem to say to us, in
Canada, and to all British America, “ Look well to your-
selves ; consider carefully the times that now are;
well that thgse are not the vti‘xpc_s of old; take counse
your new Present as té how. you ‘may best confron
- mnew  Future.” . We may, ladies_nnd" ge‘ntlcmenv
- wrong in thus translating int(;%?tords the “si
times, but with his warning voilt ringing h
ears, I cannot, for one,’ keep my eyes fixed on
sectional objects ; nor shall [ to-night treat
ject you have- called on me to discuss, i any local, or
sectional, or one-province spirit. I shoul feel ashamed of ,
myself if I were capable of mingling in the discussion of g -
subject of this description, anything—tlfe least tinge—of"
the partisan; neither; I am quite sure, would you receive
“my arguments, if I were to caleulate them -exactly for the
meridian of Halifax, Morcover, I feel that I must speak .
of, as well as to, British America,—that the free press of -
Nova Scotia will carry what I may say to the. free press of .
Canada,—and that tle voice raised here to-night on behalf
of Colonial unity, fecble as it 18, will be audible, within a
month, to the farthest western settjer who hears the wolf
bark by night beyond Lake Huron.  Now, what, in outline,
is this British America of which we speak ? - We are four
millions of nominal British- subjects dotted over g seventh
Part of the continent, I say nominal British subjects, for
we enjoy within ourselves absolute self-government, with an
indefinite and sentimental, rather than a practical or onerous
.allegiance, to a distant, non-resident sovereign, , ,
1t is to be allowed, however, that there are two excep-
tions to this state of absolute self-government—tl,e auto. -
-~ cratic power of the Government, of British Columbia,* and
the close oligarchy of the Hudson's Bay.  And, as if to
show how thoroughly the rights of the Crown arc assumed
to be extinguished in the soil of all these immense regions,
we learn, only within a week, that that Hudson’s Bay Com.

irly in’ my
on local or

* This complaint, perbaps overstated at the timo',.has siuco beca
remedied, - /fi / / ) g . o -
- e l.'.z}( Ml e

bserve . .. - -

he great sub. .-~
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~ pany have actually sold the proprietorship (and received
. the pretty luck-penny of £100,000 down) of gomewhere

about 500,000 square miles of Her Majesty’s dominions in’

* North America, which the sellers pretend to hold in fee by

- a title derived, from King Charles II. Distant, as that ter-

" ritory is from us, fat in the future as its ultimate destinies
may repose, I am sure the Imperial Government will have
something to say about its sale, and that we in Canada will
-have something to say about' its delivery. I know nothing

" but what has been stated in the newspapers as to this sale,
‘but I insance it here, at once, to call attention' to the
statement, and at the same time to illustrate the anomalous
state of our ‘allegiance, where one private/ company can

- propese to scll and another to buy a British dominion as

large as all England, France, and Germdny. A single

" glance at the physical geography of the Whole of British

America will show that 1t forms, quite as much in structure

. a3 in size, one of thg most valuable séctions of the globe.

. Along this eastern coast the Almighty pours the broad

~ Gulf Stream, nursed within the tropics, to temper the

rigours of our air, to irrigate our ““deep-sea pastures,” to
combat and to subduc tie powerful Polar stream, which’
would, otherwise in a single night fill all our gulfs and
harbours with a barrier of perpetual ice.  Iar towards the

- west, beyond the wonderfu] lakes which excite the admira-

+ tion of every traveller, the winds that lift the water-bearing -
clouds from the Gulf of Cortez, and waft them northward,
are met by counter-currents, which capsize them just where
they are essential—beyond Lake, Superior, on both slopes
of the Rocky Mountains. - These are. the limits of that

~climate which has Licen so much misrepresented—a climate

which rcjects gvery pestilence, which breeds no malaria ; a

. " climate undeér which the oldest stationary populatidn—the

French Canadians—have multiplied -without the jinfusion
of -new_blood, from Trance or clsewlere, from a’stock .of
- 80,000 1n 1760, to a people of 880,000 in 1860, -1 need

- - not, however, have gone so far for an 1llustration of the

. fostering eflects of our climate on the Iuropean race, when
‘I look on the sons and daughters of this Peninsula—natives
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-of the soil for two, three, and four generations ; when I see
- the lithe and manly forms on all sides around and before
. me; when I see, especially, who they are’ that, adorn that
gallery (alluding to the ladies), the argument 1 over, the
- case,18 closed. - If we descend from the climate to the soil,
- we find it sown by nature with those precious forests, fitted -
to erect cities, to build fleets, and to warm the hearths of
many generations. We have the isotherm of wheat on the
Red River, on the Ottawa, and on the St. John ; root crops
everywhere; coal in Cape Breton and on the Saskatchewan ;
iron (with us) from the St. Maurice to the “Trent; in-
Canada, the copper-bearing rocks, at frequent intervals, ,
., from Huron to. Gaspe; gold in Columbia and in Nova -
~ Scotia salt, again, and hides, in the. Red River region ;
fisheries, inland and scaward, unequalled.  Such 18 a rough
- sketch—a rapid enumeration of the resources of this land
of our childrei’s inheritance, Now, what -needs- it, *this
- country, with a lake and river and seaward system sufticient
to accommodate all its own and all jts neighbours’ com-
merce ® what neceds such a_country for its future? ' It
" needs a population sufficient iy numbers, in spint, and in ‘
capacity, te become its masters ; and this population need,
\as all civilised men need, religious and civil liberty, unity, ~ "~
‘authority, free intercourse, commerce, security, and law, '
As to population ; the young ladies probably would not -
bject that desirable young men should be somewhat mnore
plentiful than they now -are i these provinces,  What
would be a fajr American ratio of population for our terri-
to i? covering, as it docs, a’third part of. the continent ?,
~Twenty millions of a total would give us only five inhabit-
ants to the square ‘mile—our square miles are four mil- |
. lions—a degree of denseness which even la backwoodsman ™
would not find inconvenient y close.  Of the liberties en-
joyed throughout all our part of the continent, it is to be |
observed, ‘that with the -temporary. .éxcel')tions-Hudson’s \‘
. Bay and British Columbia—they ard in the. hands of the \
. people’s elected representatives.  We need have no fear for
our liberties if gur representatives de their duty ; but as to !
the other social and political needs of which 1 have made =~ '

¢ :‘-5 {2:0 ) \\ : “‘ . N | ) ‘
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" mention, that one about which I feel just at present most )

anxious, is authority. I am told I have been taunted a .
good deal in some leading American journals for my fre-
quently expressed anxiely on this head. I have been

" taunted as a Liberal, as if laWful aughority were incon-
. sistent with liberality ; and, as an Irishman by origin, I

have not been spared. I answer, Mr. Mayor, to/all these
Alippant deliverances, that if I livéd in a state of “society in
which liberty was in danger from the encroachments or
excesses of- authority, I should stand fast by libegty ; but,
whereas, in gur new world one plant is indigenous, snd,

grows wild all round us, and the other must be introduced
from afar and carefully cultivated, that-other equally essen-
tial to the very existence of good government, I choose to

- concern mysclf most for that which we most need, leaving

that which every public man is sure to cultivate, to the
charge ‘of its innumerable other guardians. - answer, as
an Irishman proud of the name, that in walking.in this

} am in the right line of succession with the most
1llustrious Irish statesmen of the past—Q'Connell, Plunkett,
Curran, Grattan, and, above all, Burke: their trophies are
found on every arch of the temple of the Constitution—
their cffigics are carved upon the very shrines of its sanc-
tuary. They were statesmen whom the world kiew ; they
were as jealous of authority as they were vigilant for free-
dom: what names has theschool that opposes thém pro--
duced to equal the least among that illustrious succession ?
I do feel anxious for the consolidation of our provincial

' liberties—for the timely planting of a well-defined su[‘)reme
authority among us, and, therefore, 1 adopt cordially the

only practical form of arrangement which I can by any sign

-~ discover—the Union of all the Colonies, under the regency
or vice-regency of a royal Prince, or other Linperial ruler.

1t will, perhaps, be within the recollection of those who hear
me,—1I -rejoice to ste around me some of the same friends
to-night,—that several ycars ago, in this very room, I advo-
cated, on commercial and political grounds, this same good

- cause of Colonial union. Is it not obvious, ladies and gen-

tlemen,—you, to whom I am all but a strange;,—-thzft\if I
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. did not believe there were very good arguments in favour

.

of such an union, ‘I would not presume, after g lapse of
years, to take up, oh the same spot, the same cause, before
the same community ? These arguments, to my mind, are
so umerous that I shall be obliged, as.formerly, to proceed
by way of select'ion-i-Ltouching‘only'on a few of the most

* prominent and popular.® -

~a

L4

First. There is the argument from Association, What
.13 taught us by the whole history of our times? That the,
greatest results are produced by the association of small
means. In banking, i commerce, in science, association
has been tried; and found in general to work wonders,
The very Intercolonial Railroad, of which I am y-and-by
to speak, is a proof of the absolute negessity of intercolonial
“association. ‘Canada cannot huild it alone 5 yYou cannot do
it without Canada. * What then is the obvious remedy P
Is it not. the union of our joint credit, skill, and resources -
for the atcomplishment of a common purpose, which singly
-none of us, nor all of us, can hope to effect P - |
* Second. There is the commercial argument, Why should
- we, colonies of the same stock, provinces of the same em-
pire, dominions under the same flag, be cutting each other’s
throats with razors called tariffs ? Here, for example, is
my overcoat of Canada tweed, which, imported into New
Brunswick, is charged 15 per cent., and in Nova Scotia
10 per cent.—New Brunswick bejne 5 per cent. worse
than you are. Now, the British Aslands and all united
states and kingdoms have long found it absolutely neces-
sary to have within-themselves the¥reest possible exchange

* of commodities. \Why should not we Iere?  Why should .

we not_have untaxed admission to your 800,000 market,
and you to our three million market? I onfess I can see
no good reason tp the contrary. At the Quebee Con-
ference,* over which I had .the honour to preside, we -
decided that intercolonial free-trade should follow at once .-

- on the making of the railway, and I'look back with satis-

~ faction to having drafted that compact,

»

* The Intercolonial raiiway conference of September, 1562,
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. Third. There is the immigration argument. I was much
“struck, speaking on this point, with a note to an article in, -
I think, ““Macculloch’s Commercial Dictionary,” in which .
immigrants bound for these Lower Provinces were warned _
not to take shipping to Canada, because it was as hard to -
get here from Quebec to these lower ports, as from Liver.
pool! - Practically, every one knows that an emigrant . -
ship’s cargo is a mixed cargo, Say there are 400 persons’
‘aboard one of  those ships arriving at New York, 100 will
disperse towards the manufacturing districts of New Eng-
land, another 100 to t1fe mineral districts of Pennsylvania, |
while the other half will be divided between the landing- -
place and the ?gricultural-\\’cs‘t. The wide market makes
the full ship. ' The diversities of occupation swell up the.
aggregate of new labourers; and if we were united. the in- .
evitable result would be' that each of us would sccure a
much larger share as parts of one freat State, than either
cor all of us can command as separated and obscure pro-
~vinces. . In the past what has heen the fact P We gained
but one million of Jritish emigrants in all our provinces,
from 1815 to 1860, while the United States gained thiree
millions.  Three of our natural born fellow-subjects passed - -
us by for one that remained. | They helped to. swell the
‘ranks ayd increase the riches of the Republic in & threéfold
ratio to ours, and they raised.it. in half a century to so high
a pitch of prosperity, that prosperity-mad, -it spurned the -
Hnmigrant, and madly menaced those ancient islands from
-which, it drewMits first being as well as the whole outfine of
its civilisation, L o o S
. Lourth. There*is.what T shall call .the patriotig argu-
ment—the argument to be  drawn' from  the " gbsolute
necessity of cultivating a high-hearted patriotism gmongst
us provincialists. 1 speak without offence—witly an eye
to my own part of .the country as well as any other—when
I ask, why are our ordinary politics so’ personal ;why are
our great men’ sometimes found so small Po Bebause we
arc sectional and provincial in spirit as well as i fact; we
are not simply shut up in our several corners, byt we sub.
divide those-corners into pettiest domains,. \'itll us, in

)
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Canada, there is a Taronto )art.y-'," an Ottawa party, or g
Quebec party, It was-maid of old, ““ Octavius had his
party, Antony had his party, but the Commonwcalth has

none,”—and thence the dg line and fall-of Rome; Are we

capable in these lands of being inspired with senfiments of

a siving patriotism ? - A we capable of 'béing kindled in\to

a common passion for a dommon cause?  Capable, T meg ),
of being made so in ady |

1ing or guiding us on i 4 common
ou how you would fee] down here,
of Fundy, if you heard Quebec was
¢ had fallen. | have no doubt what-
feel a common calamity then, or that
we would equally feel it on the St. Lawrence; if we, heard -
that “Halifax had/been attacked by a fleet of Monitors, or
that a-hostile force had crossed ‘the St."John, . But it
might be too Jdte then to remedy the evils. of isolation—it

would certainly be too Iate to avert some of the worst . of

contest. I don't ask
on the Gulf or the I;
besieged—that Que

themt  Is it igt the part of true wisdom now, while we yet

have time—now while the actual emergency is not yet upon
us—is-not this the opportunity, sinee we must stand or fal]
together, if war comes, to consult how best we may eonduct
ourselves by each other, and towards England, g5 that we
may stand, and not fal] P sq that- England may trust, and
not distrust us? » T o ‘
Fifth (and for the present lastly).  There Is the argu.
nient ‘of political lecessity; arising from the state of our
next neighbours. T am ot about to say one word—I cap
lay my hand on my heart and declare ghat T do not believe
I have uttered one word' since the ‘commencement of the

~ unhappy civil war—to irritate or embitter republican fecling

against us. 1 deprecate all intermeddling on our part in
that war, in which we were commanded to obsérye 3 strict
neutrality, in spirit and in letter, and I would implore every
man who values tlie blessing of good neighbourhood not -

| . wantonly to ageravate the existing bad feeling.  In this

case,’ certainly, they who “sow iy bitterness ** can hardly

. .expeet “fo reap m joy.” " I say this in no idle hope or

»

wish to conciliate northern prejudice in jtg present temper;
. / . - | / 1 . .
. . } . -
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I'say it as a lover of peace and & hater of causcless ‘war.,
fare; but if war must come upon us here, in these long -’
peaceful regions, I have no doubt, for. my part, that all -
our people, of every race and creed and class, will be found .
serried like iron ‘in defence of gur own freedom and the
imperial connection which ensures it to us, - I.dare not
})retend to predict the end of 'fhe *present contest ; but
1owever otherwise it may end, there must long continue *
a powerful military element, active and unexhausted. - -
If the South be subdued, armies will be needed to hold
it down; if the combatants separate, each will arm ‘his
frontiers and replenish his arsenals. It seems to me a
" question wainly, in this light, whether we shall: have two
military independencies or one between us and Mexico P
If two, then it would be but natural that they should turn
back to back—as to their aggressive movements—the
South -marching south, the North marching north. You
‘remember Pope’s lines— : ‘ ‘ '

** Where is the North ? In York 'tis on the Tweed !
In Scotland 'tis the Orcad_os ; and there— - .
- Tis Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knows where 1"

. Where would be the limit of the North then? I put
the question through you and through the press of ITalifax’
to all British America.  Where would be the limit of
the North, in that contingBney ? I leave the answer to
- each for himself, while 1, for my part, answer, that if these
Provinces are united in good time, for mutual- support,
_counsel, and protection, 1 do not fear thﬁt—-thcy would be |
‘able to hold their own against all comers, - .
So much for the obvious arguments in favotr of Colonial
union ; the argument from Assgciation : the argument from
. Commereial advantages: the Immigration .argument ; the
- Patrfotic argument proper; and; the argument drawn from
the proximity of danger, from the circumstances existing in
the neighbouring States.  Here, I quit the general subject,
and now beg to come direetly to the topic most immediate .
—the necessity—the absolute uccessity on all these grounds
—of an intercolonial railroad, | |
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 Iam not here to discuss, nor would you care to hear, a

- this subject.” *But T myst take this opportunity of declaring,
as one cogn_is,ant.of all tha‘fact:} (I-think I nay say 80,) of

the ‘Tast negotiation, that the lmputation of bad fajth g -

delegates who went over last year,
undeserved accusation. I do not desire to be gt all dispu.
tatious; I think I may say I am impartia] i the matter—
for with some of the gentlemen as responsible as I ‘wag for
that negotiation, on the part of Canada, I'po longer act ;
but whether witli them or against them, I utterly deny for
" them and for Canada, the 1inputation of bad faith, - will

tell you candidly how the question is viewed iy Canada.

work, so long rojected, should be. undertaken, There jg .

no parliamentar party, there is no Cabinet possible, that
would say, or date say,~ o railroad—no connexion-—oy
any terms.” At the same time, the hon-political men of
inﬂucnce-many in Eastern, and many more in.Western,

Canada, many also of the constituencies, are not favourable -
to the project at all~certai113' not to it as a Government \
by the Grand Trunk, they

work ; they were so scorche 1]
‘8ay, that they dread the fire of any other railroad, In some

respects the popular prejudices against the whole thing are - -
ot unfounded ; byt Ain-others, I am bound to say their -

only basis is a melancholy want of information, ag to the
- extent, resources, and capabilitics of t)js part of British
America, The prejudice really, in these last aspects, js
- against New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, as countries,
rather than against the road. * People say, “What do we
want with a railway down there? No one lives down there,
Ve have no trade, we are never likgly to have* any trade
with them. The land js a-wilderness, and the winter would
render the.road,impassablc.”- - This s, of course, gross
assumption ; but”has_ not cvery great improvement to
- tncounter just such assumptions P Was not the Rec-
- Procity Treaty' carrieq against- prejudices as perverse—as
: o St Ty
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contrary to the facts? Was not the Union of the Canadas
themselves a conquest over far worse prejudices? And it
is because this want of knowledge can only be combated
. by intelligence, that I am a volunteer in the needful work
_of making the different provinces acquainted with each
‘other. It is not harder to pull a prejudice than to pull a
tooth—and the unsounder it 1s, the more necessary to have
it out. I invoke intelligence on our side.” To combat
against such lamentable misconception everything helps,
from a weather almanac up to a Scriptural quotation, and
even if the railroad should not soon go on, the labours of
- intelligence will not be altogether lost. ; In one sentence,
ladies and gentlemen, I do not hesitate for my part to say,
that if it can be shown to the satisfaction of the pepple of
Canada that the country through whicli the road would
* pass, is naturally rich for three-fourths of the way in soil
" and in minerals; if it can be shown (as}is the fact) that,
thanks to your warm-hearted neighbour, the Gulf Stream,
your winters are far milder than ours, either in Lower or
Central Canada; if it dan be shown that the liability could
be limited to three, or even three and a half millions ster-
ling; if it can be shown that private capitalists able and
willing for the work might be found to undertake it; then,
ladies and gentlemen, on all these showings, which I myself
believe to be perfectly possible, I have no hesitation in
~ 'saying that the people of Canada, for their own sakes, and
for the.sake of British connection, would sustain their
. government in entering at once on this great work, and .
“thus rendering practicable the so desirable! Union of all the .
-Colonies, =~ . . A
Here, perhaps, I best may pause. A very few words,
and I am done. This great project of Union was, as you
“kuow, endorsed by Lord Durham, the Imperial High Com.-
missioner to these Provinces, in 1838. Of late years it
had been sustained through all vicissitudes, on this side of
the Atlantic, mainly by the advocacy of the many able
public men Nova Scotia has given to political life. Some—
the chief among them (turning to Messrs. Johnson, Ilowe,
Tupper, Heury, &c.), 1 have the satisfaction of secing here,

' |
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~ beside me, hey are here, irrespective of party, and T truef ,
- I'may add, that T have‘endeavoured, not only out of care

- In the presence of the great subject ag T contemplate it,

~ the lines f party are effaced and disappear, | endeavour
to contemplate it i the light of a future, possible, proba.-
-ble, and /] hope to live to be able to say positive, Britjsh.
i " n the terms of the

questiox/l I asked at first, what do we need to construct such

a Nationality p Territory, resources by sea and land, civi]

and religious freedoin—tliese we already Qave, Four mil.

lions we already are—four millions cylleq from the races

that for a thousang years have led the vap of Christendom, |
hen the sceptre of Christian civilisation trembled in t)e /

enervate grasp of the Grecks of the Lower Empire, then the
western' tribes of Europe, fiery, hirsute, clamorous, byt
kindly, snatched at the falling prize, ang placed themselves ,,

- at the head of human affairs, © We are the children of thess '

- fire-tried kingdom-founders, of these'oceml.discoverers of
western Europe, Analyse our aggregate population ; we

English realm; we- have more Celts than Brien hag when
he put his heel on the neck of Odin; we haye more Nor.
mans than William had when he marshalled hig invading
host along the strand of Falajse, We have the laws of .
8t Edward and S, Louis; Magna-Charta and the Roman
Code; we speak the speeches of Shakespeare and Bossuet ;

" We copy the constitution whiclg Burke and Somers and

fature generations - who shall inhgb;t all the vast regions
/We now call purs, | invoke the fortunate genius of an united *

itish Anmerica, to solemnise law with the moral sanctiong

/ of eeligion, and to crown the fair pillar of pur f; dom with

" its only appropriate capital, lawful authority, so that, hand

in hand, we and our descendants may advance steadily to
the accomplishment of a comman destmy, | "

':2,




| INTERCOLONIAL RELATIONS AND THE
-~ INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. J

An AppRESS AT Mzonaxics’ Institure, 8. Jomw, 'N.B., Auovs'r,‘laﬂs.

- }
Mr. McGee said :—Mr. Chairman, Ladies, and ,Gentle-
men,—The postponement of the ‘present address from
Friday evening Ex(;t till to-night, which I hope has not
caused the Committee or the citizens of  St. John any in-
convenience, arose from my strong desire to see a part of
Nova Scotia, of which the traveller, hurried by rail from
Windsor to Halifax, has no conception,—1I allude to the
beautiful valley between Windsor and“Annapolis.| For
“two entire days we traversed that beautiful Yalley—looking
out on those fertile marshes, celebrated in the hexameters
of Longfellow, breathing the perfume of meagg®s; of~corn--
ficlds, and of orchards. In no part of I¥ Aerica
have I seen a lovelier, or apparcntly a moxe preeperous,
country. I do not wonder that our countrymien of Nov
~ Scotia shiould be proud of what they called the Garden of
their Province, or that they should—for they are fx most
. hospitable people—desire to give strangers such g treat,
: a::d Ill jo,urney through that 80 or 90 miles of their *f happy.
valley.” . ‘ o g
\\yhile referring to Nova Scotia, I may be perlmitted,
perhaps, to say, that I think the good cause of Celonial
Union received a- powerful émpefus the other might at
Halifax. When 1 left here a fortnight ago, I had no
intention whatever of speaking on that subject duting my
visit to Nova Scotia; but I sincerely rejoice now that the
delivery of ‘the address, or lecture, which . my |friends
requested for a local charity, was the occasion of an
expression of public opinion by the first men and first
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journalists of that Province, which must be conéidered_

most timely and most important, * We had, accidentally,
present on that evening, my hon, friend the leader of the
Government of this Province (Mr. Tilley), with the leading
Nova Scotians, and I am sure the _practical evidence
afforded of the possibility of ‘the union and concord of the
public men of “these Provinces, was an illustration the .
most striking that could be furnished to the arguments -
which had %een advanced, Perhaps you will further
indulge me in taking this first opportunity to return my
warm personal thanks to thes‘leople and press of Nova -
Scotia, for their very great and very undeserved kindness
to myself, during my stay among them,

You are awarg, ladies and gentlemen, that the immediate
object of the present lecture Wwas to advance the organiza.
tion of our friend Captain Millet’s Volunteer Company.
I am -sure I shal] only be too happy if I can contribute
anything in this, or in any other way, to foster a resident
litary spirit in these Colonies, _ Every one must see that
h a spirit, generously encouraged and wisely directed,
¢ essential to our continuance as free communities ; that
every drill-room and Jvery armory is a high school of
patriotism ; and that the popularity of our Volunteers R
the fittest expression we can give to the general feeling of
public; spirited attachment to our free Institutions, = Ip
endeavouring to meet, in this respect, the wishes of the
Volunteers, we selected, as the subject for consideration,— »
Intercolonial Relations, and the Intercolonial Railway—a
subject naturally and inse arably associated with the causes
. which have called the Volunteers nto existence ; and most -

plainly of all, with the leading questions of Colonial defences
and British connection. - : |

- 1 did not touch, at Halifax, on this subject of Colonial

defences, because I had matter enough and to spare, of a
political and commercial kind : and because I wished to
- reserve its discussion for the present more appropriate

occasion, when, speaking for the Volunteers of St. John, T~

could more properly introduce the subject of defence, as -,
-understood in the Province in which I reside, All parties
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there—theoretically at least—admit that the ‘Tmperial
connection, as now existing, is  well worth fighting for ;

-all parties admit that the extent of our ability is the -

" measure of our responsibility ; but no one with us, endorses
the doctrine of the new “school of Colonial reformers in
England, that our measure of lgcal ““self-government”
necessarily includes  self-defence.  We hold to ‘the old
doctrine, that peace and war are the dread prerogatives that -
attach to sovereignty only; that to provide means and
measures of defence attach as responsibilities to these
prerogatives; that mnot being sovereign powers we - can
neither make war nor cause war to ccase; and, therefore,
that our contribution towards the .defences of these Pro-
vinces must needs be secondary, as our powers and respon.
sibilities ‘are secondary, to those of the Kmpire at large.
But while we hold these maxims, all of us, absolutely, we

- cheerfully acknowledge that the sacrifices made by the
Imperial Government in maintaining the West India fleet
—as much for our protection as that of the West Indies—
in maintaining the great fortresses from Halifax to Kings-
ton—in dispatching her Guards, as she did in December,
1861, to guard our. frontier—we cheerfully and- gratefully
admit, that these sacrifices on the part of the Sovereign -
State, demand sacrifices in turn from us, and that, cost
what it may, we must, in Canada, for some time to come,
maintain a large and effective ‘Militia. The late Govern-
ment, of which I was a member, armed and equipped in a

.+ few ménths'25,000 men, and enrolled about 10,000 other &
~ volunteers, for whose equipment Parliament had made no
" provision. It is mnot, perhaps, too much to say, that -
Canada can and will raise, as a precautionary force, 50,000
active service men; and in case of necessity, I have no
doubt we could double the number in a reasonable time.

Perhaps you will allow me to remark here, on the recent

views promulgated in England, by- Mr. Goldwin Smith,
Mr. Adderley, M.P., and others, as to the military relations
sustained by the thirtcen colonies who became the United
States, relations contrasted by those gentlemen with the

~similar relations sustained by us, much to our disparage-
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| - Those gentlemen contrast mvidiously as against us, what
t they call the « self-reliance 7. of the ‘Tevolted colonies, in
\this matter of defence, Ngw what are” the real facts in
relation to this military connection of those ex-Colonies
with Great Britain during the last century? ] utterly
deny that there is extant o document, despatch, or prece-
dent, to show that thpse Iinglish settlementg ever considered
' themselves ‘principals in their own defence against France,
-Spain, or Holland. Against the Narragansetts or the
Iroquois they ncted for themselves, but wher; the quarre] - .
was Imperial—when tle enemy was a great civilised power,

paign,—they claimed their bounty and got it out of the 5
Crown Lands; they claimed thejr Pay and got it out of
the Imperial Treasury, The very terms they employed, x
-~ “Queen Anne’s war,” “King George’s war,” “showed the
.1 state of their public opinion; in “the French and Indian -
war”’—known in Kurope as the “ Seven years’ war”—the
genius of Chatham contrived to make them more prominent
n théir own quarrel  but even - op that eve of supreme
triumph for the English in Nort}, Awerica, they never held -
any other language than that which we hold in Canada, v
. when we contend that the power to make peace or war A
alone comprehends tlo duty of providing - adequate ways -/
and means of defence, ‘The-memorial of the royal governors '
of New York.and New. England, Shirley and Clinton, to
~_the \Lords of Trade, in 1748 ; the correspondence . of
" Governors Hutchinson and Dobbs 5 the ‘plan of Union
‘submitted at the Albany Conference of 1754,- by Dr.
Franklin ; every document of that period, does, in my
opinion, place the question just where it pow is, that the
‘main defence rests on the Imperial, and the secondary only
on the Colonial authoritjes, Governors Sliirley and Clinton
“Wwere 80 convinced from ¢ past experience” that New York

LN
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and New England “wonld never agree on quotas” -(towards .
- Colonial defence), that they saw no hope of getting anything - -
~ done except by the direct intervention of the Crown, “by -
. roya] instructions.” . I refer to this entire despatch, and to
many other papers on the same subject, published in the
voluminous Colonial Records of New York, to show that
we have not degenerated from the example of the elder
Colonies in -their best days; to show that the charge is at
least not made out as completely as Mr, Adderley would
}ave his English readers believe. , . L
I advocate the union of the Provinces on, among other
‘ %rounds,'that of better providing for the common defence,
am committing no indiscretion—because their report has
_been published by order of the Imperial Parliament and of
. the Canadian Assembly—when I allude to the fact that the™
“late Royal Defence Commiission, in Canada, laid great. stress
.- on the completian of what they call “the Quebec and -
Halifax Railway” as a military work.- But we have even
~ a better evidence of its impartance~~the evidence of fact.
You all remember when, at the time of the Trent affair, -
the Persia and other transports were dispatched with
troops for Canada in the-month of December. ‘T'hey were
- to get a certain sum if they landed them here or at Halifax,
- - and nearly double the sum if they landed them in the St.
- Lawrence. " Well, the-Persia 'made her way up to Rivigre
" du Loup, but she was obliged-to run from that port,.
“leaving some of her boats and men-behind her, beforé half
 the soldiers were landed ; the remainder I believe she
- brought round here. ~ This occurrenge, which happened
- early in the winter, indicated precisely the military position
-of Canada for four or five months in the year, and with-
Canada, New Brunswick, at least, must stand or fall. Nova
.- . Scotia, guarded by fleets and fortresses, might be made s
- . sort of cis-Atlantic Gibraltar- or Malta, but your destiny.". .
.and ours, gentlemen, is as inseparable as are tife waters
which pour into the Bay Chaleurs, rising, though' they do, -
_* on'the one hand on the Canadian, and _on the other on the
" New Brunswick Highlands.” Geographically, we are bound
up beyond the: power of extrication ; your Nortliern coyn- :
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ti'es, ja great and ~ﬂourishing poftidn of this Province, front

- onour waters; "the Miramichi and the Restigouche drain. o

ing their - thousands of Square miles of territory, must for

. .ever associate New Brunswick and Cangda as co-partners

in the, advantages and the casualties of: the commerce of
the Gulf, thn,_therefore, I advocate our future unjon
I only follow Nature ; -the text js given us by Nature ; it
isdor man to make the commentary, - |- - T
Al states and forms of. ancient and modern civilisation
‘have been the result of human intelligence, s'upplcmenting‘ ‘
and supplying. the requirements of nature, Voices cried

* aloud from the void, and man hastened to respond. hug,

in the Plain of Egypt what was needed of old was cleva-
tion, and man multiplied the column, the obelisk, and the

- Pyramid ; thus what was needed in modern Europe was

expansion; and man invented, the marinr's compass, the

" ocean ship, and the art of navigation. - 8o uncouth rivers

have become celebrated in song, and obscure scenes, glori.
fied by the footsteps, of fomance, attract wanderers in search

" of health or Pleasure, from the, ends of the.carth.  With

the same cry, do the gigantic, dislocated fragments of

“British America, appeal to our hearts, our senses, and our |
© reason ; there ‘they lie Quistretched, longing for unity—=jf

we are a gexxerationvwbrt‘lxy to organize a nation, assuredly

the materials are abundant and are at hand! . :
L shall not go over’ again the arguments I adduced at

Halifax, drawn from our mutually destructive tariffs, and

from the immense results achieved by the principle of asso-
. Clation, in our times; but I nay perhaps, without 1mpro-
' ‘priety, refer again to the-argument to be drawn from the
-1aws which govern lImmigration and settlement to ‘these .

rovinces, as compared with the neighbouring | states,

Blly persons express surprise to me, that notwithstanding
the civil, war, the homigration into the: United  States
should. be so immense, and into Cauada 80 comparatively .
litde, - It seems to’ me, that the very existence of the war
itself, as long as it is unaccompanied by insolvency, may
account for ‘this, Suppose 50,000 mechanics and 200,000

Agriculturists have been cut off in 'this war while the con.
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. sumption of the country is not seriously impeded, it is clear

~ there must be an enhanced demand, Just now, for a quarter
~of amillion of men to supply their places. It is thus the
wide field makes the full ship, and the port from which the
redistribution of diverse industries takes -place over the
greatest extent of country, draws to itself the strong and
‘perpetual stream of fructifying foreign labour. You have
1n the interior of New Brunswick—I speak on the autho-
rity of the Agricultural Professor Johuston—one of the
finest unsettled tracts in North America, a tract through
which I hope yet to travel by railroad—within sight of the |
houses of tens of thousands of the proprietors of the soil.
But while the maritime Provinces are *disunited from
Canada, and Canada from them, we are comparatively
‘unseen and unfelt in Europe—we present on the map our
puny outlines in vain; give to the Provinces the aspect of

- Empire, and you will sce how strangers will turn to them
with such reverence as the P?u'see. does to the rising Sun,

I am well aware, Mr. Chairman, that we cannot have -
Union, that we cannot even have a commercial league,

- without other means of intercourse than we NOW possess,
There was some fanciful talk formerly among us in Canada,
“that the people of Maine might wish by-and-by - to cast
in their lot with us, and thus make Maine the bond of
connection, east and west. . This commanding position
seems, however, clearly reserved for New Brunswick, which
alone can unite Nova Scotia and Canada. - Now what, you
will ask, in your opinion, is the greatest obstacle to the
“establishment of such direct intercourse ? I answer un-

" hesitatingly, ignorance of each other’s true resources-and
‘condition, It is not the distance ; 1t 18 not the eost ; it is
not the disputes about routes or modes of construction ; it
13 Intercolonial ignorance which, primarily, stands in the
‘way of the Intercolonial Railway. * For example, very”
intelligent people with us, especially in Western Canada,
~will insist that the winter down here is so severe that the
‘road, if made, would be blocked up all the winter with ice
and snow. In vain we show that your 100 miles of rail. -
road, and Nova Scotia’s 60, have not beon stopped by such

A
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“canses ﬂve,dhys'in five years; it is hard to displace precon.

cetved ideas, . They argue in this absurd way ;—Lower
Canada is colder thap Upper Canada, therefore, the Lower
Provinces are colder-than Lower Canada. Now, what are

- the exact facts on "this much misunderstood subject of

climate ? (I select the figures from the tables ‘prepared
for the Smithsonian Institute in 1860, which included al]

- North America.) The mean annual temperature of t)jg

and the Nova Seotia coast, taken at the nghest and lowest

- points—Windsor and l’ictou~mngcs from 5143 “at the
~former, to 42-09 at the latter-2-the lowest point being 2

igher than Quebec, and the highest being 2
degrecs higher than Hamilton, Canada "West ; and the .
average being nearly 8 degrees higher than the ‘mean
annual temperature of Montreal or Toronto, It is all in

degrees hj

* vain to show them this, and to pointgtp.Pro'fessor John.-

stou’s report, In spite of agricultuy sts, ogeologists, and
statistics, like ‘dear o}d Christopher North n Blackwood's_
Magazine, who, having once called Montgomery a Mora.

-+ vian, declared, notwithstanding the poet’s own denial, that

Blackwood having called him 5 Moravian, a Moraviap
he must be to the end of the chapter, —tlose Canadians :
having” made up their-minds that New Brunswick is 3
wilderness, declared that a_wilderness it must be,, It is

e

" useless to tell them of the " Gulf Stream, They will fiot

elieve in the Gulf Stream, I sincerely hope thab we will -
soon be ‘able to knock this prop from.under the tottering

form of ancient prejudice, and”that we will hear no more
- of the insuperable_ obstacle of your winter climate. Others
-are frightened because the Grand Trunk was such a drain

on our Province, and argue that t]helntgr_wlpniul would b¢

just such another,

I admit, however, that thgre are 8pecious and -even
reasonable objections to the undertaking being dirccted or
controlled by the political parties -in power, for the time
being, in these Provinces, ™ admit that there are some.

. good grounds for allegixlg that Lord Palnierston’s Govern.

~ment seem disposed to drve g rather hard bargain with the .

Colonies, Ladwmitthat the expenditure ought to be,qstimated, "

‘e
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with proximate certainty, before the Legislature of the several
Provinces should be caﬁqd upon to give effcct to the project.
On all these grounds there is fair room for “discussion
and argument; but how any man who looks beyond the
Jour, can deny the vital necessity for a road, on some con-

- ditions, is really what I cannot conceive. No party—no
. Government in Canada—could take that extreme ground, |
~and live; no man pretending to the character of a states-
man would venture on such ground. A resolution opposing
the project absolutely was once proposed in the Canadian
Parliament, and only seven persons, besides the mover,

voted for it in a house of over,a hundred. . And such, I

~ am certain, would be the fate of any similar vote moved

now after a general election. In fact, a feeling of un-

- easiness pervades the thinking portion’ of the Canadian
people. They feel that a more intimate connéction with -
‘England is necessary, and that if this is to be effected we
must ourselves draw nearer to the mother country, 1 deny
that there was any want of faith on thé part of the Canadian
Government in the late negotiations in London on this

subject. We may have thought the Tmperial Government

were driving a hard bargain with us, and that they ought

to regard this road as a work of military defence ;_but no

one who knows the gentlemen who went as Delegates from

- Canada could believe them - capable of acting in bad faith,

With one of those. gentlemen I am not acting politically,

but whether acting with him . or against him, I feel it my
duty to bear witness to his integrity and his high sense of
honour.  Notwithstanding all the difficulties that lie in the
way, however, I do not despair of seeing this great work go_
on, with your and Nova Scotia’s co-operation. - .

- Although I have usually put forward defensive and com-

mercial reasons for the road, I confess to you frankly, that

- Iplace as high, or even higher than either, reasons more
- purely political.> I am, from' conviction and obsecrvation,
in favour of giving the constitutional monarchy a fair trial
in British America. In the language of the Hon. Premier
of Nova Scotia the other night, I am desirous to sec that
form of free government working side by side with the
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: Republican form of free government on this continent.
~ For, I maintajn that the limit’ed"monarchy, with representa. -
tive institutions, is ag essentially a free government gs any
* republic that|ever existed. The name republic s not
~ always synonymous with freedom, as we may see in Venice
and ancient | Rome; indeed some kingdoms have been
administered throughout wpon republican principles, and
. some republigs upon despotic principles, I acknowledge the
salutary efficacy.of what Burke called “the suppressed re-
publicanism’7 .of the British system, and "that there are

© periods and ¢ircumstances in which it ought not to be sup

- pressed; hence seeking anxiously for my adopted country sta-

~ Eility as well :’is the largest liberty, I confess I turn, after many .

. anxious years of consideration, to the expedient of an invie.

- lable head, with responsibleadvisers, as the only one yet known
among men which can give us, in harmonious proportions, a
government preservative of frec‘:dom, and conservative of law,

[Here the rei)orter Tesorts to the « third pexfsori."]

The lecturer dwelt at great length on this subject. He had "
arrived at his present convictions slowly and somewhat
painfully, often forced by experience and reflection to
abandon theories which he had believed to be sound, and .
principles which he had supposed to be just. Liberty and . - "
‘authority were - parts of the same thing, and without * - '
authority true liberty could not exist. If a monarchy were ) -
not possible, and ty Join the American Demooracy were not
desirable, what course should they mark out for themselvesp - -
Canada could not go on lang in the course she is following.
She has made the Upper Chamber elective—and as a body
fepresenting the people it can claim the right to contro] - ,
money grants, The QVest having outgrown Lower Canada, = /
demands representation according to population, - e be. .
lieved the principle to be just, and that the demand must one , -
day be complied with, Iy all these Provinces the authority
of the head of the Government has been diminished untj i
is now almost nugatory. In England this i not so, for the /
Crown being the fountain of honour, the influence of the /- .
- monarch s, and always must be, great, - The experience of -

Yo
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all ages has shown that in times of peril authority is essen.

tial to the welfare or even to the existence of the State, and -

- that if the head of the Government had his authority unduly

impaired in times of peace, he must when danger threatens,” -
burst all these shackles, and, it may be, in the spirit of the

 highest patriotism assume a dq(;lrce of power necessary for
1

~ that this was true. In this, history is

the protection of the rights and liberties of the people as °
well as of his own inheritance. The powers now assumed
by the President of the neighbouring republic in suspending
the Habeas Corpus, and ordering the arrest of persons and -
the suppression’ of newspapers, often b{;»telegraph, showed
ut repeating itself,
The Roman Republic two thousand years ago; when danger

 threatened, sensible that its electoral system was not

adapted to emergencies, substituted the Consul by a .
Dictator, . ' T
It had been his fortune, he said, to live twice under a
Republic, and twice under a Monarchy, and therefore,
besides what he read on the subject, he had an introspective

“view of the working of the two systems. From lus own

observation, he was satisfied that the United States was not
the place where a person with European notions and ideas
could desire to bring up his famly.  Their respect for
religion, for authority, for law, for old age—all that consti- -
tutes the strongest and most enduring bonds of society—
all that thinking men value most, is fast disappearing.
Where the most awful and most holy names are used so
constantly and so profanely, in the most odious asseverations . _

and the most fearful blasphemy, it was but natural to ex.

" peet that some great calamity must come fof the purgation
- of people prosperity-mad. But the calamity he anticipated

was social, not political. . He never- did anticipate that the
institutions of the country would prove a total failure. In.
one way or other the monarchies of Europe had carried on

~ the great work of government for a thousand years. ‘The

‘unity of the States, framed by great and wise men, has not

outhved three generations. = IHe would - not say that. the
Americans had not made some important discoveries in

- politics, as well as in machinery, and excellent adaptations
poitics, as well . 5> an P

!
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for want of autho'r\ity,A nevertheless must. be recast, - He
asked the audience tg reflect how essential to good govern-
-ment the existence of authority is, The Atlantic has washeg

out of the people of these Provinces many old worl( pre-

what is there fo give_stability ,to - the government or tq

secure the liberties of the people?  What avails j¢ that the_

- rich dews and’ rains of heaven fall on the sandy. desert, jf

there be no cisterns to catch and preserve the Water for the

- Sustentation of anima] apq human lifep Whatever be the

result of the present struggle on the Potomac and tpe
Mississippi, this much Wwas evident, that we are no longer =

to have a pacific Republic as oyr neighbours, Beyond our s
border will hencefort)y be a great military ower, and we

which we pay to
. words, and yet jentails on yg responsibilities whiely may
: ity if we ‘are not united under 5 constitu-
tional monarg Y framed after the Pattern of that Goyery.
- ment with whjch we have been so long connected, We -
- cannot have ‘muely that has gone to form the present .
English nation)) ~ We cannot have -a Normagy, conquest or
Feudal . laws; /byt - we may have authority, stability; g
 Tevenue for allthe things necessary to safety, and the most
ample measufe of freedom, It has been said of olq that ,
empire comes from the N orth,  Shall not we, {ree from the .
despotism of Asia, the slavery of America, the auperism of
lurope, create outmof these disconnected Provinceg-which,
‘are now unknown to Lurope, unknown tp America, up-
X0WN one to the other, which insteaq of looking to ‘ope -
auother, and aiding one another, stand back t, back and -

.
¢
- . ¢ - r
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-+ he sajd, was suited for such a change. In the time of the -

_in exposing to ridicule and contempt the degrading vices of

- of Hapsburg.

- once united, and increasing at an accelcrated ratio, may

© speculate it grows,  1f that way towards greatness, which T
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ook to Lo;‘/mdon, to Paris, or to Was}{ington, a great con.

~ stitutional monarchy, with strength and authority in the °

government, justice and truth 1n its councils, and liberty
everywhere—a country to be admired and respected by all

~ nations ?; Henceforth"a balance of power—a principle in-

troduced in Europe as a substitute for the temporal supre-

 macy, of the’ Popes—would be necessary to prevent the

aggrandizement “of the strong and the oppression of the
weak, lven Mexico, with its people whose blood was one-
eighth Spanish and seven-eighths that of the savage native
tribes, was endeavouring to prepare for this future; and
would not these Provinces become, as they easily might, a
power able to maintain its own independence ? "The time,

Regency, when the greatest talents were properly employed -

“the $overeign, it would have been difficult ; but the virtugs,
public and private, of the Queen have shed a new lustre on
the authority she wields, as the virtues, public and private,
and even the domestic afllictions, of Maria Theresa won back
the affection and loyalty of the Ilungarians forsthe House

The lecturer [says the reporter] concluded as follows :—-
This being my general view of my own duty—my sincere,
slow-formed conviction of what a British-American policy
should be—I look forward to the time when these Provinces,’

"

become a Principality, worthy of the.acceptance of one of
the sons of that Sovereign whose reign inaugurated the
finn foundation of our Colonial liberties. If I am right, the:
/railfoa(l will give us Union, Union will give us nationality,
“and nationality a Prince of the blood of our ancient kings.
 These speculations on the future may be thought prema-
ture and fanciful—but what is premature in America?
" Propose a_project which has life in it, and while still you

have ventured to point out to our scattered communitics,
be practicable, I have no fear that it will not be taken even
in my time, / -If it be not practicable—well then, at ‘least,
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ealthful and ennobling in thejr discussion, to the mjy s of

Let me, before T- close, offer wit} great rogpect single
suggestion to the Britis], American Pregs, I have been
here, in the lower Provinces, nearl three weeks, and,
except a very occasional baragraph, I ﬂl’

quotation from tle press of Canada'; the same, thing, |
kuow, holds true wit} us. Now is it not possible to remed
~ this fatal absence of intcmonlnlunicatior\\through the Press?

~Is 1t not: possible, both here and in Czum\da, that we should

give a little more attention to each other's affairs, so that
“When the time comes when we must act together—as come.

. 1t will—we may learn to meet like old friends, rather than
as aliens and strangers P ‘

~ Mr, Chairmail-l beg to repeat once more here in St,
John, what I have said this night week i Halifax, that
there is no party in Canada opposed to the great enterprise
‘which is to give us union, strength, and sccu‘rity. In that
firm conviction T retury to my home, Prepared to take my
“humble part—and all the Better. prepared, I hope, from
this visit along-shore—in furtherance of that great measure,

I need not appeal to your })ublic men and public writers o -

judge justly and generously of thejr contemporaries ip the
sister Provinces; I am sure that they wil] do so——fpr all know,
who are publicists, how much we stand in need of fajy play

|

\ &nd a fair construction of -our motives, [ (o not aitempt-

to prejudge the present Canadian Administration, byt | will
¢ much surprised jf, whetler they stand or fall, many
among them do not prove to be staunch friends of union

and authority, At gl events, there are before the public -

men of British Americy at this moment hyt two courses—
either to drift with - the tide of democracy, or to seize the
golden moment ang fiy for ever the monarchical character of
- Our institutions, e have now two choices—representa.
tsve government or 'dcmocracy; which shall we choose ?

or my part, I choose the former, and I invite every fellow -

. @

e

ave not seen a single -




82 BRITISH-AMERICAN UNION,’

- golonist who agrees with me to unite our efforts, that we
- may give our Provinces the aspect of Empire, in order to
exercise influence abroad and at home, to create a state and
, to originate a History, ““ which the world will not wi lingly
ca o let die)” - - R PR




THE FUTURE OF CANADA. -

SussTaNcE op LxcTure peLIvERED AT Sr. Lawngxcs Haw, Toroxro,
‘Noveusgg 26ru, 1863, o ’

M. McGeE said ;—7 am, to speak to yoy to-night, ladies
‘and gentlemen, of « The Future of Canada.” Tt ig g subject
on which I have already spoken frequently in other towns
and citics, and I trust 3t may not be without jts Interest—.
Judging by the array before me it is not without its interest-

+ —for Toronto. Before, however, entering on the discussion
of the subject, let me take you all, without reface, ‘into my
confidence, [ may say, then, that I ﬁll({) it exceedingly
difficult to discuss any subject, within 4 thousand miles of
the topics of the day, without exciting the most extraordi-

\ hary speculations, Qg provincial public have many excel-

lent qualitics, but they-are rather too Larrow in the matter
ﬁ{cmotives of condnet.,” Tg it not possible, for example, to

- use the wordg ¢ Canada,” “ America,” “Governinent,” or
“ é()nstitution,” without subjecting oneself to the suspicion
of w‘rapping Up a partisan speech in the disguise of 3 pop-
ular lecture? ~ T remember well, ‘when, some years ago, I
delivered, a purely didactic lecture in thig very place, on
“The Political Morality of. Shakspeare’s Plays,” some of

.. the eritics "of the day saw only in m dissertation a clever .

Partisan mancuvre ; but T trust the ay has already come, -
Wwhen it will be admitted that it i possible, even for 5 poli-
tician, to' choose 5 great subject of genera) interest, and to E

iscuss it on jts merits, without compromising himself. by
attempting to steal a march on any portion of his audience,
It has been objected to Iy treatment of “this subject, that
1t is theoretical; ¢hat it puts me in the Position, for which I _
oW myself wholly unsuited, of a teacher of loyalty ; that T ~
e — . a2 :
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mingle in the discussion injurious criticisms on our Repub-
lican neighbours,  To these objections, 1 answer, that
though theoretical to-day, our future will be practical to-
_morrow ; that I do not, and never did, place myself in the
position of a preacher of loyalty; that I preach rathier secu-
rity, I preach precaution, T preach sclf-preservation ; that if
I criticise the American system of government, I cqually
criticise our own, and 1 trust no one will deny me that right
of free discussion, which within proper bounds is one of the
first—if not the very first—of the rights which constitute
the common stock of our freedom. In glancing over the
political map of Furope and America, the patent fact strikes
every, one, that in the old world the governments, with
hardly an exception, are monarchical, while in the new
| worl(ly they are republican; Switzerland on the old - conti-
nent, and BraziL on the new, are alone exceptions to the
rule.®  From this prevalence of one invariable type on each
side the Atlantic, one might be led to conclude that there
was some natural fitness, m each case, of the constitution to
the circumstances. 1 do not pretend to deny that it is
natural for a larger liberty to flourish in these new regions;
that the new-found forest gave way for freedom but not for
privilege; but if we look closer, I think we will discern
“that there are as many varictics among the States calling
themselves republican as there are among monarchies ; that
some mmmr(:\lios, in all but name, might be considered
republies, while some republies partake largely, if not of a
monarchical, certainly of an oligarchical character, - We
~must not allow ourselves to be misled by names alone in
this discussion, but if possible we must endeavour to force
our way through that cactus-fenee'into the presence of the
things themselves,  The circumstances of the new world,
North and South, were certainly favourable to the ercction
of republics.  ‘The monarchy did not emigrate ; the metro-
polis, with all its attractions, remained in the parent State;
the aggrandisement of lnbour was the fomidation of new
communitics ; the old Colonial relation was strained Gl it

* Mexico has since been added to the American exceptions,
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snapped, and them, by its own bold act, rather than the
provizion of the parent State, the Colony sprang into indes

pendence.  Such is gho invariable history of the Anglo-

American and Spanish- American States, which have pre.
eded us in the pathway of nationality, ] allude to thein
because I know only two teaclicrs capable of structing us

in the wu]v in which we, too, should 80,—cotemporary
t

(1h]

-events, ang
of the past, N & sincere spirit, of inquiry, wo shall never fail”

he voice of History, If wo o to the oracles

of instruction.  But we shall find there precisely what we
seek for: if we consult History in o spirit of Hatred wo
shall find there poisonous and deadly weapons enough ; hut
if, in & sincere desjre to know and to hol({ fast by the truth,
we seck that source of political wisdom, we can never tome
away empty or disappointed.  And then—as to ovents ; jf
a man be cotemporiry to a great event and will not see it ;
if the event speaks with the voice of a cannonade, and men
will not hear it, the fault and the loss are with that ago; a
deaf and dumb stolidity which sometimes entails its conse.
quences on after ages. |y America, the cardingl events
would seem to be, its discovery;  the importation of (he
African as a slave ; the revolt of the Thirteen Colonies in
1776; the final abandonment by Spain of South America
in 1823 ; and the Givil War of 1861, 1r L am not mi.
taken we are colemporaries of an event,—{his war of Seces.
sion, — as instructive for us, as the success of Columbus or
of Washington was, for the men of their generations,
Looking back to History, and out of the world we live in,
I feel ns if we, in Canada, with our anxious three millions,
and our peculiar situation, were about to embark like the
voyagers of old, who first left hehing them the pillars of

Hercules to sail into the external’ sea,  British precedent -

and American example are the landmarks of the god for us;
beyond them we must ro, but it is still in our power to say,
on which shore we shal]

we shall elect to prosecute our destined course,  For 1

~own part, ladies and gentlemen, 1 have considered the
~ problem of American example at its source, and i, is one | do
not feel free in commending to my countrymen of Canad,

sucrifice, and under which auspices
, .
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For me, it has the fatal defect of instability and incon-
stancy. It may be that, out of their present tribulation,
the national character will consolidate and establish itself ;
‘but up to the present, whether in manners or in ideas, there
has not been that fixity of character in’ the republic which
—ecven supposing everything there to be for the best—
would justify any*observer in proposing it as a model to -
other communitics.  The colony-bred men who founded
the republie, were men with English ideas of law and go-
-vernment.  George Washington was quite as ceremonious
in his oflicial conduet as George 111 He drove to open
the first' Congress with ““ buffand blue ” liveries— postilions
and footmen ; and in his bearing towards ambassadors.and
private citizens, he preserved all the gravity and dignity of
a sovereign. . As to the judicial oflice, from the highest to
the.lowest—from the decisions of the supreme court to the
pettiest jurisdictions—the Americans of to-day have de-
purted much farther from the ideas of their grandfathers
than we in Canada have, from- the Foglish of the age of
Alfred,  In the legislative department of government, new
opinions, no less opposed .- to the old colonial wisdom, have
prevailed. Makers and managers of .clections, under the
name of conventions, act for the people on the one hand
apd the candidate on the other; and after the eleetion, the
convention leaders naturally constitute themselves “ the
lobby,” or third house (as it is called), at Washington and
all the state eapitals,  Taving made the legislators and the
governors in conclave, it is natural they should look after
them in¢ffice; it 1s natural, but it is (ﬁ'plumhlc, that this
vast organised, extra-constitutional body ealled “the lobby,"
should dictate its will to those whom it has called into ex.
istence. - In manners, which are the fypes of stability or of
inconstancy, not less than in ideas, the internal revolution
lis proceeded, is proceeding, and probably must proceed
much further, from the standard of the age of Washington,
If the Puritan fathers were o revisit Boston to-day, and
hear bits of Mozart musie, pouring out of Gothic churches
blazoned with stained glass, they could hardly imagine that
the congregations boasted themselves the children of the
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Puritans, "These signs of change may scem trivial in

themselves, but if, as an ancicnt'sngle maintained, a change
~in a nation’s musie includes a change in its morals, | aunfy :
am not attaching too mych importgnce to them, as illustras
tions of the absence of stability and fixedness in the Awmeri-

can character, If, then, T am correct, in assigning to it
this description, 1 say to those who, sceretly or openly, are

preaching up Americanism Among us, Bhow us that the
model you propose to us to imitate is a definite modée] ;

show us that what you ask us to copy is stable and certain ;

otherwise you propose that we shall grasp at the rainbow

on the spray of the cataract, even at the risk of Sumbling
into Ningara!  As to the other original of a free State, the
British Constitution, it, ut least, will be allowed, even by its
cnemics, the merit of stability, As it exists to-day, it has
existed for many hundreds o years. 1t inay be said that it
is rather strange for an Irishman, who spent his youth in

resisting that government iy his native country, to {;e found
amongst the admirers of Britisl, constitutional government
in Canada,  To that remark, this is m reply :—if in my
day Ireland had been governed as Canada is now governed,

I would have been as sound a constitutionalist as is to. be
found in Ireland,

But although T was not born and bréd in the school to
see the merits of the Britis), constitutional system, | trust
I am not going to quarrel with the sun and “the clements,
because of late dnys it has rained 200 days out of the 365
in the year, on the particular spot of earth on which I way
horn, » "I take the British constitutional system as the great
original upon which must be founded the institutions of all
new free States, 1 take it as one of a family born of Chris.
tian civilisation, and of the marriage of that Germanic
empire, or rather race, which, breaking into nationalitics,
transmitted it to other empires to mould for them freg
institutions, I take it, ns combining in jtself permancency
and libcrty-—-—libcrty in its bost form, not in theory alone,
nt’in practicc—liberty at this hour, enjoyed and prac-
tised by all the people of Canada of every onigin and creed,
Can any one pretend to say that a chapter of accidenty, .
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which we can trace for cight hundred, and which some
antiquarians may even trace for a uluch/lo/nggr period, will
account for the permancnce bf any. one sct of institu-
tions? 1If you suy that they have not in themselves the
clements of permanency—if they have not the saving salt
which preserves the formation of the Government of a freo
state from one generation to another—how do you account
for their continued and prosperous. existence— how do you
account for it that of all the ancient institutions of Europe
“this ulone remains; and remains not only with all its
ancient outlines, but with great modern improvements, and
even alterations, but alterations sowe of which might more
properly be called restorations, and all of which have been
uuulc in harmony with the design of the first. architects ?
Here is o form of government that has lusted, with modi-
fications to suit the spirit of the age for a period of 800
yeurs ; and here is another that has lasted 80 years, if it may
not now be suid to be re-revolutionised by the exigencics
of the civil war,  One has had u carcer of eight centurics,
and the other of two-and-a-half generations.  How is it
that L account for the permanency of the institutions of the
first 2 Because, in the first place, their outline plun, what-
ever abuse or injustice ma imvc been the oceasional result
of .the gystem, combined all that has ever been discovervd
in the science of government of material importance.  The
wisdom of the middle age and the modern, of the earlicst
political writers and those of a late day, have all laid down
one maxim of government—1that no unmixed form of govern-
ment can satisfy the wants of a free and intelligent peoplo;;
that unmixed democracy, for instance, must result in anar.
chy or military despotism; but that that form of govern-
ment which combines in itsell an invioluble monarchy and
popular representation, with the incitements and induce.
ments of an aristocracy—a working aristocracy, an aristo-
cracy that takes its share of shot in the dany of battle, of
toil and labour, of care and anxicty in the time of peace:
an aristocracy of talent open to the people, who by talent
and desert moke themsclves worthy to enter it —is tho
highest result of political science, the highest effort of the

\
Y
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mind of man, Tet'ys sce If ‘the British form, apart from
“any defails of jts Yru(:(,icu', combines in jtself these three
qualities.  If werhold (hat authority and liberty are necessary
to free govérnment—t)gt one is as heeessary as the other—
then we can ‘apply the touchstone, to this system, and see
whether it be true ¢ the mechanism oy which it stands, -
The Teading principle of the Britis), System is that the head
of the state is inviolable, It is necessary to the stability of
oy state that there should Le an inviolable suthority or
trifmmd somewhere, and-under t)e British system that rin.
ciple is recognised in the maxim that « (le king can (l]u no
wrong.” It s necessary in any free government that there,
should be some Power—cither the head of the state or some
other power—beyond whiclian appeal does not lie, an influ. -
etice not subject to the caprice or whim, or even to the Just
complaint of the private  citizen, contending against “tlie,
state,  This iy licCessary to prevent reform becoming revo.
~ lution, and to prevent local abuges becoming the source of
general disorganisation. Having placed the pinciple of -
inviolability there, and the principle of" )riviich in the
peerage, the founders of the British state zo"uk care- at the
same time that the beerage should ot stagnate intp g
slagnant well, an intolerable pool of pretension ang arrogance,
They left the device of the House of Lords, s0 to speak, with
one gable— they left it open to any of the people whe might
distinguish themselves in War or’in peace, wlthough they
wight “be the children of paupers, (and some have bepyy
canobled who were unable to (o] who were thejr parents,) to
enter and take thejr places on ay equality with the proudest -
there, who dated therr descent by centuries, -This ‘inclined -
plane by which the people might rige ¢ higher position
was left open ; and this provision wag made m or(llcr that
the peerage should not stagnale into an exclusive casto
whicll could never be added 'to, or subtracted from, exeept -
)y the inevitablo law of natural ficrense or decrense, Then
a8 to the Lnglish people, there have bheen great abuses pg
to their representatjon in the Lovernment; but, since the
Beform Bill' there has been pretty general satisfuction on
this point, ang a fecling thyt al) classes have their fair
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influenee. © This reform may be enlarged from time to time,
in accordance with the spirit.of the period; but a good -
proof ‘that at present it meets general approbation and gives
satisfaction, is that the party has not yet become by any means
powerful that demands a more radical change®  Mr, Mec-
Gice, having entered at some further length into a conside-
ration of the clements that form the British system, went
on to snﬁ'tlmt in forming the institutions of our countr x
we should compare this system with that which prevailed n
the North Americag States, to ask otrsclves which was the
best.  Tle observed that there was a strong democratic
element in our society in Canada, but he felt satisficd from
his own intercourse witlh the people that not three-tenths—
he might say one-tenth, but %m wished to give the widest

. possible limt—of sthem were what, by any stretch of the

term, could be called democrats, e did not believe that

this proportion existed, even if all who were really demo-

crats at heart, but for various motives denied the designa- -
tion, were to express their private convictions; and this

included the wlva, whether of French or other than French
origin.  Formerly the democeratic ‘spirit had been much
more strongly cxﬁibilcd in this country,  We had made
our Legislative Council elective, which in his opinion was
much to be regretted.  We had adopted to a certain extent
the caucus and convention system of the United States,
which even many Americans regarded as productive of so
much evil, and which he thought had no advantage which
should commend it to our approbation:  We had plso cn-
couraged and sustained a democratic tone in our public

~ press, and in some very conspicuous examples the press had

a dircet fendency to a low—almost the very lowest—tone
of democratic opinion.  He spoke of the public press as
one who knew 1t well, and was proud of the rights it en-
joyed.  Fifteen of the best years of his lifé Nad been spent
i almost every relation in which he could stand towards
public journals. It was becauso it was desirable that the

* Here the reporter, for the anke of condensation, makes use of the
third person, and so continues to the end, ‘ o

4
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public press should occupy that position to which it was .
“fairly entitled, that he de »ﬁm'd the exhibition occasionally ;.
of a species of levelling, and a spirit of disregard for private
rights and private decorum, Now the press, it appeared to
him, ought to be g profession, as well as law or medicine,
If medicine was important, if the maker of pills occupied
an important place in the community, how much more
important was the maker of opinions? The physician might
destroy his individual patient; the advocate pleading at the
bar might ntter a fallc » Which the jury conld deteet o the ‘.
judge correet, or which the o posite counsel might eXpose.
—at worst he would utter 511'9 words to impalpable air:
which closed ‘over and crased them, and there was nothing
-~ irrevocable in such wonds, But the man without a con.
~ seience behind a printing-press had a power of multiplying
his errors to an alarming extent. Ill such a man might
give out at midnight his lie 1 relution to public or private
mtereats, he “might go home, lay his head upon |ijs
pillow, ‘and perhaps bid his God good-night ; and hefore
the morning dawned the wowerful engine, toiling while
be slept, would have 'mulltiplic(l' his lic- ten” thousand.
fold, and sent flying over the country, cast, west, north,
and south, littering the land  with, libels and filling it
Wwith & fulness of falschood  which  neither truth nor .
- Justice could ever overtake,  Of all the professions and
callings of our time, there was no man, not even the or. -
dm'uc(li minister of God, who exorcised such a fearful- in-
fluence, whether for good or evil, in the perversion or for-
mation of opinions, ns the . dircetor of a powerful public
oress. - And he was sorry to see, as he did not occasionally
Lut frequently sco in Canada, an imitation of the worst
demagogic apfs of the neighbouring States; for there might
be a (lft‘m:igogic Press, as well as a demagogic politician,
He. went on to say that not alone i the public press, but
i other departments of public life, did he observe some of
the evils of the American s_)"stmn-amvnliouing particularly
the manifestly growing practice of lolibying being substitu-
ted forpctitioning Pacliament; but he expressed his convie.
tion that the cause of constitutional government was gaining




)

92 . BRITISH-AMERICAN UNJON.

ground every. day, and that if the representatives of the people
were true to themselves and to the people, it would be shown
that there never was a community sounder at the core than
ours, or one more ready to make sacrificés for the institu-
tions which they prized.,, Returning to a consideration of
the probable future of Canada,. he said it was for the people
of the country, with the precedent of England and the
example of the Aierican republic before them, to decide
which should be the prevailing character of our government
«—Britislt coustitutional or American democratic.  For his
lm:t he preferred the British constitutionsy government, not

secauso it was called British, but because it was the best ;
and he rejected the republican constitutional, not because it
was cnllmi republican, but because it was not the best,  Ile
pointed out t&mt we were now  witnessing a great epoch in
the New World’s history, and that the events duily transpi-
ring around us should teach us not to rely too much upon
our present position of sccure independence, but rather to
apprehiend and be prepared for attempts against our libertics
and against that system of government, which he was con-
vinced was cherished by the great mass of the people of the
Province,  In conclusion, he said he left the subject with
his audicnce.  He had but sketehed it inoutline, = He was

embarrassed, not with the meagreness, but with the Fichness
- and fylness of the topie, and the amplitude of the material

connected with it, ]lc had already spoken in seven of the
principal towns in Canada, and in the principal cities of the

maritime Provinces, on the same text, and every time, of
itself, it suggested smncthin;i new. - He only wished it had
been presented in a measure better worthy of their attention:
. but at all events a subject more imporiant and really de.
scrving of contemplation, however treated, could not have
been offered than “the Future of Canada,”

'
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BISHOP'S COLLIQE, LENNOXVILLE, CF. -

Rexarke wapn AT THR ANKUag Convocarion OF THR Uxivirpiry op
- Branop'y CoLrxex, Lexnoxvine, C.R., Juny 27tn, 1864,

Your l'}xccllcncy, Mr. Chancellor, Ladies and (ientlo-
- men:—I must confess that . when | aceepted the kind
invitation of the Chancellor of Bishoi’s College, and when -
esterday I Jeft Quebee, 1 had hoped that for & senson at
]ycuat, Ihnd left the dutjes of a public. apenker altogether
hehind me, Besides, Mr, Chancellor, though not wholly
unaceustomed to heing realled o my feet at a moment’s
notice elaewhere, thin iy an oceasion- and g presence in
which 1 should shrink from anything like unconsidered or
ill-considered speaking, [t may, perhaps, he doubted, if it
i8 ever admissible for g man to speak without some degree
of previous preparation—unless, indeed, he is forced (o -
speak, ns he may be forced to strike, in sheer self-defence,
You have put me, sir, in that attitude, but 1 beg you to
consider at what o disudvantage, You ought to consider
whether or not 1 had my oratorical wardrobe with- e,
You ought to have considered that my thesis might be jn
my trunk at the Sherbrooke station,  You wil] permit me,
lowever, now that I have broken (lie ice (a most refreshing
metaphor in this sort of weather), to enlarge for o moment
on two ideas which were referred to by 1{is Iixeellency in
another place, and whiel, have been fructifying in my mind
ever since.  They led to (wo trains of thought, ‘one of
which included the consideration of {)e material jj.
h('ritun(,"(-, and the other (he consideration of the mental
inheritance of the young men of Cannda,  When | am

told that this College has not yet completed its twentietly
year; when 1 consider that it staiids almost within the

N
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- counccted with our own home history.  Patriotism will

94 . DBITISH-AMERICAN UNION, .

shadow of the‘nn(jiont pines ~which bowed to the same

blasts that impelled Cabot and Cartier on their courses—
when [ reflect a mowment on the riches which abound above

“the soil, in the soil, and hnder the soil of Canadu, I cannot
“but think the merely material prospects of the young men

of this country are prospects to be envied. And when L.,
consider on the other hand ‘our mental inheritance,—the -
conquering 'English speech, in which a man ‘may travel
round the world and find hjmself on no shor¢ a.stranger—,
when I thiik of the hived and hoarded wisdom’ of antiquit A
made common to us all by the two ‘magiciaus, movcab{o '
types and the steam press ; when I rcmcuﬁ)cr that although .
much has been lost, a priceless amount his. been saved
from the wreck of ancient schools and socicties, .I must *
aguin congratulate the fortunate youthhood of tliese Pro.
vinces on their ample mental inheritance.. One thing, also, . .
ought not to be omitted; it is the glorious ‘associations

increase in Canada as its history is read. No jraviice of
any ancient or modern power—not evei Giayl when it was |
a province of Rome—has had nobler Imperial names inter: /
woven with its locul events, Under thd French kings -
Canada was the theatre of action for a” whole scrics of men ;'
of first-rate reputation—men eminent for tlicir ‘cnergy, their;
fortitude, their courage, and their accomplishments, for all
that constitutes and adorns civil and mi\itury reputationy/ '
Under’ our English sovereigns—from the days of Wolfe to
those of the late lamented Lord Elgin (to speak only of.the |
dead), our great names are interwoven with ‘some of the -
best and highest passages in the annals of the Empire. We
have not, therefore, a (flistory simply provincial, Ninteresting
only to the Provincials themselves; but a history which
forms an inscparable and conspicuous part in the annals of |
the best ages of the two first Fmpires in the world, France | -
and England. I congratulateyou, young gentlemen, natives '
of Canada, on that fact, and 1 trust you may years henee, abe”
other convocations, when “other * dignitaries preside; and
another age graduates, that you may be enabled to- tell )
your successors how, even within your own time, a grea

-
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step was taken tuwards the ‘consolidation and advaiicement
of i)lritish North America in- the good days when Lord
Monck  was Goyernor-General of Canada. Pardon me for
having k(!ll)t you' so long, and be good enough “to aceept -~
my most heartfelt thanks for your very kind and-cordial-
regeption, - . - - S e S
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PROSPECTS OF THE UNION,
. | REMARKS AT A Dm.mm AIVEN To 'rnu. CANADIAN "PARLIAMENTARY

Excunstonints 1otk Manitiun Proviness, ot Tie Drite-noon,
Havrax, N.8.,* Avausr 141u, 1864, . .

Mu, McGrere said: Let me sy at the outset that the
idea of this visit did not originate with the Canadinns ;
the credit of the invitation and the, merit of its con..
ception are due to the citizens  of *St. John and of
Halifax, headed, in the one epse by Mr. Donaldson, and hy

. your Mayor in the other.  In the next place it would be

o unfair it 1 forgot to state that to the great railway of

Canadn and ity public-spirited dircetors s also due the

possibility of our earrying into excention the - design of

visiting these Provinees, in what 1 fear you shust feel to be
rather an invading host, ‘ '

Men have different objects of ambition 3 some wish to be

great: orators, others artists, others to be distinguished in

the naval or military services of their country; but to be a

good companion and_a good fellow-traveller is surely a

worthy mnl)itinu. There are some of our fellow-travellers,

" and some also of the sons of Nova Scotin, whom we all

desire to hear, and 1 shall, therefore, make my speceh very

. short. Though 1 believe T am a good ('mnrmfv, yet T must

sny that [ am afraid, judging from the present attachment

of some of our company to this place, they intend to settle

* here, or else to deprive your city of some of its fairest

. + treasures.  Tename no names ;1 trust that having given

® On an invitation from the Board of Trade of St John, and the .
Mayor and citigens of Halifax, about & hundred Uanadian gentlemen, mems:
oL . bers of Parlinment, merchants, editors, &e.y had spont & wonth ou a tour
, " through New Drunswick aud Nova Sootia. i t
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this intimation” of their design, You will take all Jiroper
“precantions to preserve fhe peace of the eity,

Fwill make one or two observations o seenlar ‘matters,

and first witly respect to the publie advantage to which thia
visit may betconverted, - I can Sy, 48 one of ) |ersons
representing ona of the chambers of (he Legislatare of
Canada, thiat we did not place any ity under any political
promise in asking him 1o Join this exeyrsjon. There way
no  politieal design in the mind of those who sen the
nvitation or of (hose who secepted i, am ot myself
here a3 2 Munister of (he Crown, hut simply uy o member
of the'Legislature ; but 1wy say that 1 hope, and every
- Persen present must also hope, that béfore any great lengtl
“of time Passes we shall have 5 practical commentary on the
mtercoloniy] hmpilulit‘\'—ol' which we are now fhe recipients,
My fears are that we May move too slow v We do move
slowly in British America, |y fomegrespects it s oy stifety
=i SOme. casey inertia is ay exeellent teait of national
character, and might be exeellent now W our neiglibonr's
house were not on fire; but being on fire, slowndss 1y, (rying
to prevent (he dingerons element reacling us js wothing ¢Jse
than the act of o mamiae, . The man w o cansfiat his eyes
mnd blind his thoughts to (he Circumstanees Pasting arannd
him, 13 wnworthy to have place i (e councls of these
free Provinees, | repeat, 1 ear that we May move too slow ly
—that we may he overtahen by the coming Northern-s(or,
—that we MR WASLE our e (g We nay Jose the

golden woment of opportunity —which, it s been well!

said, s geiven (o individuals g, nations onee iy bivtime,
and which) jf neglected, My never come agan L owill add
frankly, my hope for a Degrer poliey s in the chariceter of
the gentlemen whe will meet at the proposed Charloteton
Conference, | don’y Know how fag it wj)| go. 1t st be
a prelimigary meeting of course, | it plices s g sep
h:u'k\\:n'«l, I shall ln-\griv\'uusl;\' clisnmminlml sl puts e
dstep forward, we shall b greatly enconraged, My hope

1800 the charneter of the gentlemen v ho will assenih|e, e

i theie desive 1o sink merely docal questions, ) o will
oppose—who are now opposed o our unjon % Only those
. n
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who have a vested interest in their own insignificance,
For, what s it we are called upon to sacrifice 7 Nations
have been ealled upon often to sacrifice much for the sake
of religious and seenlar liberty - year after year, generation
after generation, they have sent out the flower of their
youth to div upon the hattle-ficld in order that the palrie
might be saved. But what are we ealled upon to sacrifiee P
A few seetional prejudices, a few personal prejudices, some
few questions of etiquette and precedence I "These we are
nsked to place upon the altar of general union for the
benefit of the whole, " ‘Phe metropolitan Power, with a
wisdom  which we might well emulate, has invited us to
nsk the union ax a boon that we might have for the asking,
Rest assared, of we remain long as fragments, we shall
bedost; but et us be united, and we shall be as o rock
which, unmoved itself, thngs back the waves that may he
dashed npon it by the storm. Let me appeal to the press
and pubhé men of these Provinees, as T would to those of
Canada,  Dod’t aggeavate the dilienltios that e ahead,
Don’t magmty particular obstacles that stand in the way of
the leading spirits of the ditterent Colonies: as | imust eall
those who have devised this Conferenee; for it s a Nova
Seotin project, this idea of a Conference in respeet to Union
of the Colonies, 1 appeal to the press to back up those
who have the moral courage to laok the future in the face,
and are endeavouring to protect these Proyinees against the
“dangers that threaten them, 1 have had some experience
of pohitical hife in America = both in the Northern States
and i the Provinees—and 1 think T ean prophecy —though
1 adangerous ground to venture on politeal propheey.—
that we shall never take o decenninl census again, cither as
British Colonics or independent: States, exeept we lave
an unon of one kind or other, . :

Before | sit down you will permit me (o say, in addition
to- what has been said by Monsienr Burean who - comes
from Fastern Canada, and by Meo McCrea who comes {rom
the extreme west—{rom the borders of Lahe St Clair—
that all of uy, both those who are silent and those who

gpeak, feel deeply the uniform Mindness with which we
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- have been treited sinec. wehave been here, I have
been here before, and that was ‘one reason why | way g
aNxious to come againe My friends haye consuled me,
and 1 have told them (hat this is the ordinary Kindnesy of
Nova Seatia g and now, 1 think | nay say for them, one
and all, that theie ambition iy to be classed heneeforth
AMoONg. your friends, You will permit me on their part
return our heartfolf thanks,  From their Excellencies the
l,ivutvnnnt-(.‘m‘vrnur, the Vice.Admiral, hig Girace  qhe
Archbishop —from, Ml clusses of the citizens of Halifax,
there has s)vvn nothing hut ong continued series of Kind.
Hesses sinee we o Japged hereo ‘It kindm-as Wi not
merely loeal, it me us beyond the borders of ()¢ Provinee
—in the persons of our friends, My, ryor, Mr. Coleman,
and Mr, Wier, They took (he trouble (o pass the boundy
of this Provinee tq meet us, and therefore L think | may
say your hospitalitiey surpass all houns,

Meo MeGee coneluded by proposing the health of the
Mayor and Clilizens of Halitux (he h(mpi(uhl(‘."




“SOME OBJECTIONS TO A CONFEDERATION
OF THE PROVINCES CONSIDERED.”

AvDRESY DELIVERKD AT TRMPRNANCE Have, Hativax, N_‘:g.‘
Avausr 10, 1364,

Mo Mavor, Ladies and “Gentlemens Those whose
opinions | have every reason to receive with deference, -
those who, in this city, have ever been my kind friends,
and who hadd distinguished  places wmong ity eitizens —
have been pleased to sy that an address on the subject
which has been annonneed to youwould bo o useful and
almost a necessary close to the Intercolonial festivities of
the last fortnight, 1 have cheepfully yielded my opinion
to thers,and T am therefore to nddress you, on the subjeet
announeed - Some Objections to o Confederation of the
Provinees considered.” '

In the fiest place, Ladies and Gentlemen, | must solicit
your hind consideration for whatever sy may find defective
i the treatment of o subjeet, so limited evenas this is, Fhe
festivities of whiel we, froin Canagda, have been the nbjects
for several days past, were not, as soumay well imagine,
the best possible preparation for the diseussion of (the most
tportant public question ever submitted to the people of -
these Provinees, | shoudd, 1 am free to own, have hked
more time for nmnterrapted vetlection, but the conmmands
Fad on me were deresistible, and 1 am here, on short notice,
to do the hest in my power, ‘

L shall come at onee, with your leave, to the umatter in
Jand the much-talkedoof Confederation. ‘e proposal
though not very new is yet not at all definite 3 it @2 there.
fore hable to all sorts of conjecture ; all sorts of notions
e alloat about i, and will continue to be atloat until the -
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sheme aequipes something like mnsi'xlvnvy, when we may
fairly ook for fwo great matural parties, Unionists an
anti- Unionists, Fanging themselves oy Opposite sides of (e
broad ficld whiel will then b fairly open for our dis.
cussion, .

At the outset | must obserye upon the danger we all ran
of attaching somu arbitrary eXisting meaning to the ferg
“Confederation isell,  Of confederations there may by,
and there have been, ag many varieties ge of consolidated
monarchies, Lyl N a monarchy—so jy Russia s but
how unlike ! 1l Netherlands wepe i mml‘mlvr;u-y, with
an hvn-ditury head 5 Switzerland jx , «-nnﬂ-dvrm'y withont
AV permanent head, hereditary or cleetive; e neighbour.
ing States are g4 ¢'nnl'mlvr:u'.\', with an elective head, supremo
for his time aver the army and wavy and (lye administration
of allwirs, [ |y not ulmnlnh‘l'\' Heeessary that" onre Brigishy
American Confederacy g jy should be eqlled o existenca
~should reproduce (e American, the Swiss, 6r the Dagely
model ; we ought to be yhle—] trst our leading men ap
ahle—to strike OUL N new ercation fron the same froitful
souree of frep Rovernments, (o plang AMONESL 18 ) e
variety of fhe same amous ok, suited to our sl anl
congenial (o our climage, |y hy should they not p  What
are the principal objections which have o’ fup developed
themeelves P Pwe or three of the ehjof | will vmh-u\'muj to
state fairly and diseuss foirly, and it will e for you' (o
decide with what ctleet, fup | believe | neel l|:mll'\‘ eiu.\' to
you, Lam a feiend and earnest advocate of g strong and
speedy Confederation, o

LoThe first objection whiel, meets one iny ROCiety e
very naturally this-- mherent weak ness of Confederaeies
themselves, uy tHasteated i (e Falure of the South Ameriean
andthe disruption of gl North American Confederacies,
TCmust be admitred that the Souh American Confederaciog
were shorttlived — were m fact mere abortions - (it they -
died almost as soon 4y their CXBtenee Wi proclaimed ; 4y
must be confessed, too, that the great Northern (’unli-dvr.wy
has been driven (0 submit to g dictator wt the peql Presenca
of domestie danger ; but, as 1 said before, Confederacips
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are of many kinds, and the question, therefore, is many-.
Bi(l('(l.
Reasoning after the fact, it is asy to be wise, and .
«  reasoning ona familine case, it is easy to be eloquent,
The example of the Northern American "States which, less
than a century ngo, were “sister colonies ” of Nova Scolia
and Canada, may seeve as a guide as well as a warning to
us, " For the present purpose we will pass over the Spanish
Republies, where there has been o failure of eivihsation
rather than o fuilure of the federal system, and we will
< consider only the familiar example of the States. They
\  broke wway foreibly from the hm‘y of the Empire, —1 will
\ hot #ay without justification 5 but having broken away, the
\ generation that suceeeded this violent separation set” their
S hearts upon making their society oy \inlike  Furope as
possible. Now, 1 will not pretend to say that we nlmuhl
lesive to mould Amerien = even it it were possible, which it
s not—on the forms of Frope,—but I will venture to
atlege that Europe, in its positive Christinnity, in its ancient
Aearningg, in-its manners, wd i ity conservatism, presents
to Amerien muny subjects for study, for imitation, and for
admiration, \\\'fwn, therefore, the American Demoerat of
our century snid in his heaet, 1 will make my country ay
unlike the rest of Christendom as 1 ean,” he  said o vain
aned foolish thing, and his vanity and folly have bhrought
their own punishment, livery “one, of conrse, hag l’ilis
theory as to the distuption of that Confederacy, and you
would probably like to hear my theory,  Well, it is this:
Livery constitution wo have any rv('un{nf, placed the priy-
ciple of infallibility, at least nu} seat of absolute last resort,
—somewhere.  In Bugland, it is in the Queen in Couneil ;
in (he United States, 16 was placed in the Supreme Court, |
When, by their loeal legislation, a large portion of the N
States themselves rejected the doetrine of the infallibility,
the inviolability of t‘{n'ir Supreme Conrt, when they broke
down the very shrine of their constitution, the Govermment,
with or without civil war, was overset,  Now, supposing
; with this example befare our eyes we were to form a Cone
(B P tederation, why should we invite at a fufure day o ke
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catastrophe ? Wy 1ot rather engraft into our system the
essentinlly Brigisly rineiple of investing with inviolability
the exceutive hv:ui of the State,—the Viceray, Duke, or
Prince, who might be selected to rulo over us? |y i3 of
the nature of an executive to be self-protective, and in
necording such w hepd all necessary powers, we but follow
Nature,—y good guide, when ‘well llml('rsluml.‘ I account
for the failure of the American system to protect wself from
domestie cuemies, except by unconstitutjong| means, by the
peenline distribution and fimihlli(m of powers under that
ystem,—unot from the mere fuct of its being o confederated
rather than a consolidnted Government,— But there iy 10
possible compulsion Hpon us to mako a similae distribution
of powers,  On the contrary, enlightened as wo have been
by Inte events, the matural result would by Confederae
feamed on ditferent priuciples, in some respects, from the
Republican Unjon, :

L. Another objeetion commonly wrged against o unjon
of these Provinees i the heavy publie debt of Canada, 1t 1y
true we owe ahove $67,000,000; but wo are nearly it not
quite 3,000,000 prople; the nssessed value of our real
properly alone exceeds $ 100,000,000 our revenue this
year, i1 ame well informed, will considerably exceed our
expenditure s the averago per head of gur debt does not
exceed Pyours in Nova Seotin, for your population ; while
half the millions we owe re solidly represented by our great
publie works, steetehing from Lake Huron to the borders
of New Branswick, Though our deby iy lnrge, T do ot
admit that the burthens jt nnposes are unbearable, while |
hope to show yow on the other hand (hat the inducements
we olfer you 1o unite with us are neither specious nor -
('ou.‘«i(lm'ui)h.'.‘\ Under awommon tanifl we would offer you a
threepmillion market s under the more mtimate commercial
system thus established we would offer to your young men
conneetions andd cmployments which no isolated Proyinee
can now allord them through uy you wonld secure your
share in the future of that great Northewestern tepr ory
which Lord Sterling estimated apable of snstuininz 1
population of 20,000,000 of souly, These are material
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inducemeénts to union ; bat there is one of a nature rather
less tangible, which yet 1hold to be most important. Ay
an clement of our common security—as - contribution
towards our mutual defence—it is impossible to attach too
much importance to the moral eflect of our union. v Both
on onrselves and on” pur neighbours the mere fact of our
being united for purposes of defence would have a most
“ralutary effect, and jmight go w long way to avert the
“attempts which might be matle, with o greater prospect of
sueeess, against our estranged and isolated conmmunitics,
As it is, we ate bannd up ineach other’s fate without being
allicd for each other’s help—we are associated in danger,
but not in preparation, I, therefore, 1 add the considera-
tion of our mutal defence to the more material considerations
ol internal free trade, as an inducement to your union with
Canada, 1 feel confident 1 am doing my duty at once to .

. e [N
Canadacand the Maritime Provinees,

I\ thind objection arises from the vast extent of
country which it is proposed to bring, for general purposes,
under one general Government, 1 do not underrate the
difliculties wrising from the straggling und  outstretehed
mture of our territory, But modern scienee has fortue
nately provided us a remedy against this evil = in steam

- communication. This invaluable means of communieation
18, of itself, w reason for union, since wo cannol absolutely
command its god oflices without elubbing our capital,
[t i not ereditable to any ol us, nor is it worthy of the
enterprise of the Fuipire to rellect, that if a Canadian wishes,
for example, to visit the North-west, he must be indebted
to an Ameriean enterprise, and piy tribute to an American
voute ; while il he wishes (o visit these Provinees, he must,
as we all have done, be under the smme necessity of
travelling over Awerican soil, and sailing on Alnerican
waters, to meet his fellow-subjects on thee AMlantie | 'Phis

U8 astate of things which ought not to be allowed to con-
tinue, andd which U am persuaded will not be allowed, if
Mr. Fleming's Intercolontal Survey should prove, as 1 have
reason to bielieve it will prove, — that the  long-desired
highway can'be built for a reasonable yum such as these
Provinces can shoulder,  Upon the feasibility of that road,
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I admit, the best Aanswer to this objection depends,—an
answer 1 will hot anticipate; hut, if it should be favourable,
o beg, gentlemen, you will observe, that it brings cven the
most distant constituencies of Britjsh America as near to
cach other, in time, as the Scottis), constituencies were {o
London in the Jast contury, or as fhe Frish constituencies
were, fifty years ago, to the.same centre of authority,

You will permit mé now (o refer to the general Hnpression
of many other difliculties in {he way of confederation.
Ishall not yo i detail into the diseussion of these difli-
ceultios, but 1 wil| simply ask, as one of my Canadian
colleaggues did on 4 ('ritic:lf oceasion, “ Wihat are statesmen
for, 1 not to remove difliculties 2 7 | Jave never heapd —
I do not think you haye ever heard —of any state being
founded op enlarged, or delivered from danger, exeept by
surmounting diflicultjey, < Bat how 14 do e Nomge
one will ask, « What i your plan®” «\What o you
propose P> | reply, for the handredthy time, here
clsewhere, that 1 do nof Prosume to answer questions of
this magnitude on my individual responsibility, 1 wonld
proceed as our ancestors always praceeded, i snely Cises,

by taking the sensus communis, with the  sanetion of the

wown, and 1 would not fear for (he adequacy of (hy
answer after commaon consultation,

There will, Mr., Mayor and Gentlemen, rest assured, bo
more than ane Conferenee, before thiy momentons nego.

fation can b either completed o abandoned.  What wer -

want for the discussion of all the main particulars is onip
best men, trrespeetive of thegy party antecedents, « [ ery
of British Ameriea at this hour shonld bLe « Men! more

men !’ ot merely an inerease of nwber, but an inerease

i quality as well “as i quntity.  Let me illustrate what
Fmean, by o reniote allusion, ™ Aleens, who, for the lofty
truths he uttered, and the musie of his utterance, way
called “the divine,” taught a free waion of atqguity,

whieh, from smallep lwginnings than ours, rose to il a fipst -

place i history, that it was nof iy, broad-armed navies, nor

- battlemented walls, that the greatness of o state con.
sisted, but in men, high-minded and brave, who hnew heje

i
y
f
|
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rights, and how to preserve them.  Here, where we are
now assembled, anothe form of the same lhnught presents
itsell to me: time was, when your noble harbour, the pride
~and hoast of all British Ame rica, was burthened nnly by the
transitory shadows of the clond and the canoe, where now
we see such broad-armed navies ride as never were dreamt
of by the divine Alewus.  Its depths were as fruitful then
a3 new—its tides as constunt-—its shores as, sheltering ;
but the civilised man has suceceded to the savage, .nul
even the face of Nature itself has changed, under the filial
oftices of her durling child—the Furopean man,  As in
matetial trivmphs, xo0 it may be in politieal,  Give us me
—high- mnulu\ men—men who know their rights, m‘
how to sceure them=-and we will change the moral and
political aspeet of British America as rvu(ly and a3 bene.
ficially w3 the physical aspeet of lr once  barbarous
Chebueto has been changed, since the foundation of the
good city of Halifax. ' 3
And now, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 have,
however unpulutlv compliecd with the wishes of many
“vahued friends, who desived that I should say a fow parting
words to you on this subject, By this time to-morrow the
“waters of the Bay of undy will be between our kind
friends and ugi—before the end of the week, "xt please
God, we shall be back again in our Can ul an homes,
rununlmg the pleasant adventures we have ln{l here mul
in New Brunswick,  Will you peemit me, before taking
my leave, to utter one last word of appeal to the press and
public of these Maritime Provinees?  Before 1 may be able
to visit you again, it is possible, nay it is probable; the fate
of British Ameriea, for all time to come, will be decided,
So certain am 1 that the present moment s decisive of our
fate-~ g0 certain that clements hostile to our. future existence
as free, but not democratie States, are in active existence—
- 80 uwnrml do [ feel that the men who now sway our several
Ccouncils must save or sacrificeour future fortune—tliat
onee more | \\uul«l bescech all - to whom my feeble voice
may reach, not to embarrass this great discussion l)) minor
issues. Un the contrary, as was said of old, “u great
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spinit befitteth a great fortune,” -1 (rust our press and our
public men will exhibit now, in the erisis of our destiny, -
saehacspirit, and that e Gircat Ruler of all things may,
n llis‘intinitc,wimlmn, dispose the hearts of our statesmen
to seck above all the trye good of the people: tliey govern,
and to sink out of sight everything trivial and temporary,
personal and mereenary, for the sake, the sole sake, of our
glorious British Americn—for the sake of justice, and eace,
and freedom, and Christian civilisation. If, in conelusion
« (said the hon, gentleman) ~if we are indeed of the race
who began that work of civilisation Iwenty centuries ago
in the British Isles, in o soil originally so unfavourable,
with implements so inferior o what we now possess, and
who from such beginnings have worked aut sueh stupen-

dous results—if we qre worthy to represent that raco—
then we shall repeat on a lurger seale, commensurate with
the largeness of the basis o which W8 are to raise our
structure, the constitutijonal trimmphs of tha race, In
reconciling liln-rl’y with law, in dmuvstivuling Justice with
freedom, crowning a fair and venerable uut,lmrity by the
volee and hand of ap intelligent, sell-governed popalation,

-
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THE (t.\l,r.""/ﬁ OF THE QUEBEC CONFERENCE,” -

SrEEcit AT THR/DESECNER 01vEN To TR MEMDERS 0¥ THER ()l{lCllRO

(‘um:l/u:m*i:, AT MoxTrEAL, Ocroben 2471, 1864,
* Mu. MeGer sald he had po intention at that late hour,
and after their long sitting in Conference that afternoon, to
detain them.” When they were infthe Lower Provinees

. their hospitable entertainers, many of whom they were glad

to sce to-night, were, on all oceasions, pleased ‘to hear
Canailians speak and themselves to listen, e thought, as
far as he (Mr. MeGee) was coneerned, he would hest dis-
charge his duty in showing himself a good liost by being a
goold Distener. However, as the Canadiad politician who
carliest made the acquaintanee of some of the gentlomen
now  here, as one \\"m had been, in an humble way, o
pioneer of this gathering of the British North Amberiean
family, he could not, as the only ond” of the mewhbers for

- Montreal present at this moment, who ad not spoken, allow

the meeting to separate without Living his hearty endworse.
ment to.every word of weleome addressed from the chair
and by the varions speakers to their friends from the coast
Colomes, 'Fhey were welecome to Canadians * ns fellow.
subjects long estranged from them, and now, he hoped,
abaut to be united. They were weleome to Canadiand on
their own aceount, as accomplished gentlemen, and of their
accomplishments and  powers the meeting had had this
evening some evidence.  They were still mdre welcome to

Canada on account of the colonies of l\'v\\'fmnullumI! New

Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Fdward Esland, and of the
communities there whicl they represented.  As far as he
was concerned, he would make no mystery of what brought
them here, or of the business with which they were en-

. N
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gaged. They were doubly welcome, to himself, as one of
the representatives of the fiest city of British Nortly Mcriea,

for the work of union in which they were now engaged, :
He was told that some of the citizens had often nsked, Why .

this Conference at Quebee with elosed: doors P Why i)
this mystéry ; why this gathering-together from, the ends of
- British Awieriea of all the leading publio men p Why were
the several Governors of the Provinees eastward (vaf'l’vvtl of
~the benefit of the agdvice of their Faponsible advisers, that
they should be . thus gathered together af Quebge holding
" close counteil together - Parties sajd they elected these
gentlemen to :ullninislm;_ the government and laws ny they
exist; and not 1o frame new  constitutions, Why, it way
- asked, had- these, gentlemen come here (o sketehy ont, ay
was reported, the ines of w pow constitution? 1 paked
the reason why, he would give the reason in one word, the
same which the visitde g0 St Paul's was cnlled upon to
read on scarching fob (he monument of Nip Christopher
Wren—circumspice 1 1,00k wround, and they wonld gee
the reasons for (his gathetug,  Look the, valleys of
\'irgini:n, at the uplands of Cieorgi s look arognd i this
age  of carthquake i political perturbation i North
America, Look ot e men in these Provinees who were
called ity statesmen, whom (freat Britain = i warned
“solemmly and repeated]y through the pressand Partiament,
md by diveet oflieal notification, that'if (1 Provineials did
not previde :ulvquu'((!ly for the v.\fgvn(ri(-s of their present S
new condition, snglangd would holi herself blameless* for @
the consequences, s \)'hy, she had given us 1) warning that
things could aot B0 onin future as in (he paste 11 they
wanted to see Feaspns for the present Conference lot- {lyem
look acrosy the border, und they woiild  find Feasony ag
thick as hlackberries why they should meet g they did and
engage - the work whicl had for some tjme oceupied
them, 1t was noiy neeessary, having gone s far, that -
they shonld have wigl, them the cordinl” i “united support, _ '
of the pulilic opinion and the public viice of () great ety
of. Montreal, the lukr( and brain of Canada, He trusted,
t9o, they” would have the, support of the majority of

-/
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~all the intelligent people of Canada, of whatever origin,
- " ereed, or race,” "This was not a tine for questions about
- - ereeds, or origing, or races, but "a ‘time either to save or
. .+ - ruin British North America,  If ita fate were not deeided
within this deeade by its pwn act, in one sense assuredly it
would be, and perhaps nof to their satisfaction,  1f the
- ' © thirty-three delegates had presumed to go into the Chamber .
. in Quebee to sketeh an ontline to be submitted to Her
- © Majesty in Council and the Taperial Parliament, before
|- which submission it was not right it should be submitted
B i any kind of detail to-the people of these Provinces—if
SR ~ they had gone into that room in a time of profound peace
& S to sketeh a new basis of constitution for these Provinces—
B . . they found their justification in the circumstances, in the -
' peculiar - position, in which the British American Colonies
L stood towards Republican North-Ameriea, and in the intj-
' -~ mations, official and unoflicial, respeeting our dutics as to
. ; - self-defence, conveyed to s for the last three vears from
B 0 the most undoubted sarees—from the Government . of - the
;o Fmpireitsell, - The Conference had acted, not in an cme,
' pirical spirit—they had not. gone into Council to invent
. any new system of Government, but had entered it with a
Jos ©reverent spint to consult the oracles of the history of thejr
LT race,  They had gone there to build, if they built at all,
% on the old fonndations,  They desired not” to build an
' edifice with stucco front and lath and plaster continuations,
but g constitutional editice upon a basis of solid British
. masonry, solid as the “foundation of the Eddystone Light.
coas 0 hoyse, which would bear the whole foree of the demoeratie -
© winds and waves, and the corroding politital atmoxphere of
the New World, and which{hey haped would stand for ages,
= avindieation of-the solidity of their institutions and of the
©o o legitimaey of their origing In theie (the Rritish N, A)
- . political apehiteeture, he trusted they would vindieate the
. honour of the races from which they sprung, the Novman,
the Saxon, the Celt, the homely, vigorous, fearless Seandi-
navian, and oll the races that had gone to make up the
great conerete called the popalation of the Bijtish Fapire,
Wt _ He trusted that the Brtish N, A, politieal \architecture
v i . L o :
) /
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“would not be q Plagiarism’ of republicanism, and nof fulfil = -
the predictions so freely showered upon: them by some of
the New York Journals, that the proposed union woul( be
simply democraey in disguise ; “but (ha we should no only
acknowledge the monarchical principle, hut- construet an
edifiee with  British connection as the ('()rni*r-stun(-,' and
frecdom as the maiy wall of the structure; and make the
people feel their freedom was conneeted with o due respeet
for authority and the throne, s well ag for those whe
represented here authority anil the throne, [y answer {o
the well-wishing editor of the New York Albion, who had
~eautioned Canadians against premature rejoicings over (he
degree of suceess they had altatned, as they had done withy
regard o the laving of the Atlantje telegraph cable a foy
years ago, he' (M, MeGee) would wenture to assure the
cditor they lad not been experimenting and sounding out
Cof their depth s those who Laid “the cable did.  I'le
members of” the Conferenee had not bheen together so fyr
without having a fajr indication' of wha each other's
opinions and sentimenta weres They wanted no cleetrieal -
" stimulus from Lingland, having only to touel Magna Charta
and the Bil] of Rights to receive gl the aspiration i j,.
pulse they wanted* in theip present labours, - No long as
they had” that  electrical mspiration” in Lheir Tibraries, o
therr sides, they would always know what was thought in
England of the work they had ln'vn'dning ot Quehee,
going back to their constituents, he said (o theip hononred
guesty, not as an Upper Canadian or as a Lower Canludian,
*for he had always said the Provinee line was abolished hefre
he came to Canada, and if it was never drawn again tll he
drew 1t ("ilhvl" socially, |mliti(tnll‘\', or any other wav, it
would remain undrawn long enough —he said 1o them, not
simply as a eitizen or representative of Montreal, nor even
as an anhabitant of Ganada, but as one who desired, and
had labour. d, in his humble way, to bring abont this very
Spectacle which they to-night Withessed—=he woul siy -
fearlessly  and wnreservedly on the part of Canada, (hat
- Canada, e tirmly believed, sought his allianee, not from
mekcenary motives, but from 4 sentiment of common de-

N
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" fenee.  1f they, on their part, came into this. union, as he
thought they would, well' dowered and in such a manuer
that no one of the partners could ever upbraid thém with
their having come an a subordinate position—they could
say that if Canada desired this union, which he believed
she did, although the public mind of the country was not
yet tully. formed upon the subject, she went into 1t for no
selfish, small, or mercenary purpose; and they could say
for the public intelligence of Canada, and especially for the
city of Montreal, that we were year by year, and every vear,
- becoming more enlarged and hiberalised moour views ; that we
were becoming less angry and hostile ns seeta and classes; that
we were becoming better friends, and that now all men agreed
that we could go where we liked on Sunday, or nowhere at
all, if we hked that better; but that, at all events, on
weekadays, inour business and soeinl relations, we bore
ourselves as one people; with one heart and mind, for the -
commonweal. = They could sy that in Canada religions
bigotry wax at a discount ; and if they wished for illustra.
“twn, he could point his finger and show where the bigot
had withered on his stalk, and where onee e had o great
show of power and influence, now were “none 5o poor as
do him reverenee,” Bigots of all Kinds, Catholic ng well
‘s Urotestant 5 bigots of all classes, on all sides bigots of
race, who behieved that no good could come ont of the
Nazaveth of any other origin but their own,—their day of
small things = God knew how small—Tad passed for ever
i Camidi - Fvery mans wag willing to respeet every other
man’s convictions,  We had, at least, reached that degree
of sell-government, and shown ourselves ¢ be in the hest
sense ewil and religious freemen, it for 72"!l'.gm‘vrlnm*ut,
by allowing every man of every creed and geet und racd (o

Cmanage us own allaivs in by own oway, and to wash his
own dirty linen"in his own hackevard, so that it did nat
trouble the neighbours or -disturb the peace of the come
munity.  He thought their guests from helow might assure

. their neighbours when they returned, that i they united
with us they would find all that i Canada = religions com.
bined with political hberty,  He was sorry they bad been
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s0 long confined in ghe political laboratory at Quebec that
they would not have time before the necessities of the
scason compelled them to return (o their homes to see
- what went ‘to make up this great Provinee—great in re.
fources, great in extent, but greater stil] in the promise it
seemed to hold out, that here in:British North Ameriea we

should establish true freedom—not freedom fajr without

“but foul within, but that truo freedom that gave every man
“his private and personal rights, consistent with (he private
and personal rights of others, They might say to their
constituents, that it Canada went mto this union she went
“into it mainly with a view to promote the common pros.
perity, to secure the common safety, and to establis)y the
common liberties of all British North Americea, '

|
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GROWTH OF MONTREAL, AND ITS‘
REQUIREMENTS. |

A vew RaMarxs 10 TuE Montugan CALEDoNIAN Socuﬁ,
Oceronsr 30T, 1863;

Mu. McGer, after some humorous remarks in relation to
the hall (tho “Crystal Palace”), said: 1 quite agree with
my honourable friend, Mr. Ferrier, that mectings of this
description are fit subjects for congratulation; for surely
nothing can be more ngrecable than to see large assemblics
conducted with the utmost order=than to sce Care forget
its burthen, and Ol Age grow young as the night wanes
on, and Memory going back to our earliest and happicst
recollections, playing the physician’s rather than the tor-
mentor's part, L luwve myself seldom missed attending any,
of these secular festivals, and 1 eannot feel that an evening
is thrown away when it is spent in observipg and in shariig
the recreations of large clusses of our fellow-citizens,  The
character of our countrymen of Frenel orvigin for gaiety of
heart a8 proverbial throughout Ameriea, and cannot, for
my part, see any reason why, on an oceasion, a Scotchman
ot an Irishman may not be as gay as o Frenchman,  Lower
Canada is remarkable for many things —for long winters,
sudden: springs, and rapid vegetation, —long wmay it be
spoken of also as the home of a happy and wnited people,
i whatever language they may meet to exchange their
congratulations, Tt s well for us to know, as we now do
for certain, that there is gold on the Chaudicre and anti-
mony on Lake Nicolet, but it is even better still to feel, as *
I do standing here to-night, that there is a growing feeling
of brotherhood among our whole population = that there is
a sense of security and a day-spring of gladness in the

’
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hearts of our people. " 1 speak now especially of Montreal,
m the social cconomy of whicl the Caledonian Socicty playg
an-important part, i might be made to perform even g
more important part. ‘Mg Society provides ity members
during the summer months with “free  admission to the
gymnasium of oyr deserving townsman, Mr., Guilbpult,
and, if but for.this privilege alone, 1 wonder there shoul,
* be a young Scotsman i the city who does not belong to!
At I all those wha might und ought to be were members
of the Society, 1 have no doubt that in other directions, ng
well as works of charity and athletie exercises, the useful-
ness of the Society would be co-extensive with . tle city,
MU the sister socictios represented on this platform. ouglt
to grow as'the city BrOWs, and we are apt to boast no
city on the Continent s growing more steachly and solidly
than Montreal, 1 should wish for my part to -live to see
it extend from Hochelaga to Lachine, but not simply to
idolise its vast dimenstons, | prefer the gods of " {he
Gireeks, nearly of humn size, to the gigantic gods of *
Assyriag and o cily is no more worshipful for the number
of acres it covers—ar (le size of ity cemeteries—than an
uol from Ninevelr for being forty fect high, 1 woul
desire to see our city (for its charaeter iy in-the erucible)
provide dtselt witly ]l possible appliances of ‘)hysivul and
mental culture, as well gy grain clevators and street rail.
ways. - With 120,000 mhabitants, an operahouse, a public
hbeary, and o gallery of art ought yery soon be withiy our
meaus, for without {mul\‘.\', muaste, and pictures, ueither the
eye, nor the car, nor the understanding of man is of much
tore value to eivilisation than the senses of dead genera.
tons are to the people of the living age.  Pardon me, Mr, .
Presidont, for speaking so serious o speech at your festival,
but we have had our laugh both at the “dippers” and the
“snappers,” and 1 know that o plea for J)l(‘llding the wtite
with the dudee is never out of place in g saciety of Seots:
e A word or two now upon the modern uses of thig
festival of Hallowe'en, which Burns has immortalised in
verse, and - Macljse uponw canvas,  The ancient super-
stious rites which (he bard has celebrated haye vanished
o ' ‘ 12 )

+
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one by one out of the by-ways even ¢f the old world; but
the old, good, kindly, neighbourly fecling—the old fere-
ditary hunmur the (){d love of socigl enjoyment—remain,
I hope, nnunpmml and unchangedy The original of the
scene that Burns drew was a Scottfsh peasant cottage of
the middle of the lust century— :

€ Awang tho bonnio winding Hhnka,
Where Doen rins, whimplijs, clear,
Where Bruce ance ruled the mrunl rauku
An’ shook hin Carrick speifr.’

While the scehe we witness here to-night, which owes so

“much to the spell of his genius, iy contained within what

we are apt to call, a little nm,mlnquvnlly, our “Crystal
Paluce,” without any of the romantie surroundings or his. -
torical assoc |.mmm of the onguml But | trust we are not
lexss happy in our lot here, in the new country in which -
that lot has been cast, than were the “merry, friendly,
kintra folk " whose prunl\s and joys he so heartily ap-
proved,




THE GERMANS- IN CANADA.

Avprss 1o Tk GerMaN Soctkry, Cqry CoNerrr Hav, Monriear,
\ ' Dxckmpnn 7T, 1864, ' .

- M. McGer said: M, Chairman, Ladics and Gentle:
men, =My friend Mr, Lomer has been kind«gnough to .
devolve upon me the principal part of the dut of udidress.
ing  you, according to an estublished ln(‘uly custom in

- Montreal on these oceasions,  He Ly spoken for himself
and for the German Soeiety ; ‘and while | fully agree with
all he has said ny to e importanee of such society for
the protection of {he immigragt and {he romotion of
German: jnterests generally—wliilg | cordially conenr in

< the satisfuction N has expresséd at the exceellent under.
standing which exjsty among all our national societies (and
long may that good feeling continue)—1 am sure o will
allow me to say that, so far s | am informed, | consider
the Grand "I'runk Company o *fvd well and wisely i volun.
tanly settling, instead of lihgating, all the cliims that”
could be brought against (gém arising out of the recent,
deplorable acetdent to (fon an-immigrants ul Beloil, # 1
thik the German ang othef societics also did well in cpna
curring in that settlementd 1 think iy was well they were -
Present, acting in concert,f and | Must again express jny
sineere hope that (hejr cbrdial good mul('rst;uu’ing may

“always continug,  While we see and deplore in the chiel
city of Upper Canada, Tornto, hostile socictics organised
and, 1t iy said, armed nginst eaclh other, striving, as it
would appear, who should o most to disturl) and exasperato

* Iy the opening of the qlmxvh&idgﬂ at Belwil, in which somo ninety
lives of Qormnn immigrants had beey sactiticed, .

AR
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- cach other, let it still be our pride and bLoast that our
Montreal socicties, of whatever origin or whatever religion,
are rivals, only in acts of benevolence and efforts at im.
provement.  The firmness and forbearance, of a few in-
dividuals on both sides might have given Toronto the same
cheering tale to tell that we have here; and T must say, for

my own-part, that those in Toronto who have most in- -
fluence with their fellow-citizens, and who allow a great
city like that to drift into a chronie state of strife and
hatred, have much to answer for. In this city we have
had and now have, and always must have, our diflerences ;
. but I am quite sure that any firmed combination ngainst
't , *any portion of our fellow-citizes, any combination against
f . private or associated rights, and thercfore against the law
‘ of the land, could, in the present temper of Montreal, be
' ~put down in forty-cight hours, 1 wish it were so in
) Toronto, 1 hope it may yet be so. 1t ought to be so;
‘ ‘ K and if the men of real influence in Toronto said the word,
é;‘.' H ! it would be so.  You will allow me also, 1 hope, to express

1

! . my acknowledgments to. Professor Stmon, whose musical
k accomplishments T have long been familiar with, for the
k ’ . . surprise he has given me in introducing some old words of

; il mine to his exquisite musie, and to Herr Brandt, for the

i B ‘ true fecling and taste with which (if 1T may be permitted to
1 : say s0) he has rendered both words and music, 1 turn
| 3 now to another topie, the pm'wr topie of the evening—the .

1 German Society of Montreal, or rather the Germans;;in
Wy Canada. 1 have enjoyed the warm, whole-hearted hos-
' pitality of the chief German settlement in Canada, in the
N ©county of Waterloo, when they were represented by my
ne ' | able and traly liberal-minded countryman, the Hon. Mr,
“l o ‘ Foley, who, Tregret-to say, is no longer in public life in
b this country. 1 have seeti the flourishing German settle-
Rl ments of the United States, from Pennsylvania te Wis-
| ‘ ‘ ‘ :ﬂlsin, and knowing the universal character of those settlers *
| Clheir patient industry, theie peaceable demeanour, their
1 S power u(l endurance, and their love of frecdom—1 have
naturally desired to see a large increase of German immi-
gration to this country. The Fatherland, with its fifty
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millions, must, in'tlm‘ future as in the past, throw off 4 )

large annual efilux of its hardy and docile bopulation,
Whether that effluy finds its way to the Ocean by the Elbe
or the Oder, or the Rhine, from north or south or centre—
from Catholic States or Protestant—] only wish we conld

attract them to our sliores, and keep them here, at some.

thing like the same rate 4o they do i the Unjted Stafes.
"And why do we not?  Because, in the first place, the
name of Canadais not as familiar to the Germans at home
a3 the larger and louder sounding name of America; be.

cause at Hamburg and Bremen, at Antwerp and Amster.

dam, the name of Montreal is not a3 familiar ag e name
" “of New York, And we shall continue in g great degree to
~ labour under- (his disadvantage until the great work iy
which our public men have recently heen engaged —the
union of all British A merica—js successfully accomplished,
Then British Amerjeq will be large enough; its field of
“labour will be diversified enough s its name will sound dis.
tinetly enongh in he Old World’s car, to divide with the
United States the attention of the emigrating classes all
over -Germany.  One olher thing we want, 4 bring
nbout this result, and “that iy o fair and generous estimate
of the German ming and the German character, A (o)t

/.

LY . L
myself, Iyshould be the last man living to admit an iuate

mferiority” in “the Celtie race to any other; hug | admit
disparity, dissimilar _gifts, and dissimilar powers, 1 hope
I am suﬂicivntly a citizen of the world (o sep and acknow.
ledge the strong points of the Gierman character, to admit
~the great serviees rendered by them in art and letters— iy
practical as well as iy speculative: seience—to {le rest of
the world, Nothing nsed to astonish me more the
United States {hay the popular error that, 1o use the
popular phrase, « the Duteh” were 4y unintelleetus| people,
(t used to remind me of the.old story of the practical joke

played off carly in the last century, by a Prince of Wiir. .

temberg upon his acquaintances 1y Venice, while Veniee
was yet proud and free of Austria, who had imlulgvd very
freely in disparaging his countrymen, e invited them to
supper, and afterwards (o 4 theatrical entertainment,  "his
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picce,_got up for the occasion, represented a street in
Venice, with a solitary lamp burning at o door. The ghost
of Cicero was discovered flitting in and out of the shadows,”
when a German traveller entered, and- endeavoured to get
admittance to the lighted house. ‘alling to get in, he
pulled out his watch to learn the hour; he then took out
a printed book and began to read by the lamp ; till, at last,
-becoming impatient, he drew his pistol un(s fired in the
air to awaken the Italians, At this the ghost of Cheero,
who had watched all the German’s movements, asked for
explanations, which were given; and then Cicero demanded,
if the barbarians of the north had, since his age, invented
the timepicee, printing, and . gunpowder, what had the )
Italinns invented P And at this point a Savoyard entered .
on the scene, crying out, “Heckles! Heckles T Heckles Q’S
This was a very proper rebuke to the arrogance of that<y
: {mrlicnlnr company, though it was far from just to the
talians as w people. I we “are to succeed in-forming a
new Confederation of the North, in establishing a free and
‘united Monarchy upon the basis of these separpted Pro-
vinees, we shall “only "do so by being Just to all men, of
every origin, speech, and creed, who may desire to come
amongst us, toaid in that great work,  The general idea
of a Confederate government s already familiar to the
German mind, from your expericnee in Switzerlind  and
the Netherlds, and the German Confederation proper—
though the last one’is rather . Teague than a union—3y
Staatenbunde than n Bundesstaat. It iy an idea which
combines what the Germans have always cherished —free.
dom, with what they have always striven for—unity.  Not

only by its grandeu U prestige but l;ﬁils sceurity, i3 it
well caleulated to ot and intérest nughtful prople,

whose - migrations, judging from the fruitfulndss of the .
stock, ‘are as yet far from the end.  1f we may infer the
part they are destined to play from tho'spiart they havo
played, lﬁvn we could wish our country no better it, than -
a large infusion of the Germanie element.  On this point,
i you will allow me (us to the past), 1 will réfer to one of
the greatest' names of our times, the late Dr. Arnold of

ES L <y
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Rugby, one of the most thorough and most fearless readers
of history since Niebuhr’s deatlr, |y, his inaugural address
as Professor of Modern llistory at _Oxford, delivered ip
1841, Dr. Arnold showed that Christendom in the fourth
century possessed all he intellectual treasures of Grecee, all-
the political wisdom of Rome, and al the cthies o Chris. -
tianity, but it wanted the German clement ; that e Middle
ages bore an undoubted German, character; thyt the influ-
ence of this element was still felt, and would long continue
to be felt, “for good or for evil, in almost every country i
the civilised world”  Ag we pretend in British America to
belong to the civilised world, and as 1 believe that influence”
which Dr. Arnold deseribes would be for good, 1 repeat my
hope and expectation, that the new Cra I our interngl
government may prove a new source of attraction to draw
and to settle large numbers of Germans in our futupe Con-
federacy, My, Chairman and Gentlemen, [ will pot dwell
furthier on these topics, begause though they are above all
party politics, still "1 do 104 wish to obtrude even general
politics on any oceasion not specially set apart for such
discussions, [ thayk JOU most gratefully - for your very
cordial reception, and (| (‘ongrutuintu myself on being in,
the city, mu{ being able to be present ab and to take part in
this first public festival of the German Society of Montreal.
You have made 4 good beginning, gentlemen, and 1 eqy
only say, what we 3] shall be saying ‘two or three weeks
from now, that | wish you, from my heart, « many happy
returns” of your benevolent festival,

t

\
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SPEECH AT COOKSHIRE, COUNTY OF
COMPTON, DEGEMBER 22, 186+

/
Ou TNE ()omsxou ov A Poprio Disner 10 Mn J H. I’ou,
qunln YOR CoMPTON.

IToN. Mun. Mc(‘N‘ said : Mr, Chairman and (‘ontlmnon,
1 promised my respected friend, your county member, Mr.
- Pope, to meet him at the recent public dinner given to my
colleague, Mr. Galt, at Sherbrooke, and to come over here
with him to Compton to ﬁpo.\k to ‘you on the subject of

DBritish-American Union. "1 was, greatly to my regret;

prevented, by a sudden and qh.\rp lllIICS}i from being pre- -
sent at-the Sherbrooké dinner ; for thare 1 is no puhllc man
in Canada whose services to the Uniondeserve all honour-
able wkno\\']cdgmont more than Mr. Galt; and theye is no
pl.u'c in the country T had rather discuss this question than
i “* the liastern lownslupq ”% 1 am here to make good
your member’s promise in my behalf, and 1 am deeply |
th ml\ful that T -am able to be here, and have 'still a voiee:
to raise in behalf of this cause. * 'This is a border county—

it i3 a county actually undvr"omg colonisation—it is the.-

home of a mixed “people, various in origin, i langu: age,
and in creed ; and, therefore, a very fit place to consider
propositions which must interest men of all languages,
origins, and creeds, which involve all our future re clations
among ourselves and with our neighbours, internal and
external. 8o far as I can help it, gentlemen, 1 will not
trouble youw with what has been sml bcfmc l)y my col-

. 7 ‘

®* The ! Eastern 'Pownﬂlnps form that pertion of Lower 'anada lyirg

l»otwoen Montreal and the American line.. They were settled by ** Tuwne
ahips,” not by “‘l‘nnshca, a8 in Freuch-speaking Lower Cavada,

- -
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- leagues in the government at’ other meetings, but I will
endeavour to give yon my own views an the nature of the
constitutional developments which have been projected by -
the late Colonial Conferences, to show on what principle
the project stands, to illustrate by comparison and contrast
- the merits of our design, and to show, in closing, its special -
adaptability to our ‘present. situation as British American
- Provineial communitics, o - .
At the start 1 cannot but congratulate the people of all
.the Provinces on the fortunate conjunction of circumstances
which makes this the best possible time. for a scarching cxa-
mination and a tlmi'dugh_ovcr]muling of our political system,
When I was in the Maritime Provinces last summer—when
the Conferences were sti]) thing to come—| appealed on
behalf of the roject to the press and the public there, that
it should not ll)(}"})r(rjlnglgtt(l, and T must say'T think very
great degree of forbearance and good feeling was manifestedl
i this respect.  But | should be soryy, speaking far myself,
now that the stage of intelligent discussion hag heen reached,
now that we have got something before us to discuss, that,
such avast scheme should: pass, if. that were possible, sud
“wilentio.  So far from deprecating discussian now, I should:
come i, for there could not he, there never ean be, a
moke propitious time for such a discussion than the present,
Under the -mild sway of a Sovereign, whose reigiis coin.
nt with. rvspunsif)lc government in” these - colopies—a
sovereign whose personal vigtues have rendered monarchical
principles respectable i‘\'(‘ils‘\l\d those who prefer abstradtly
“the republican system —with ‘peace and prosperity at: pre.
~sent within our own lmmlvrs—'\\’c are called on to consider

what. further constitutional safeguards we need to CATTY us
oh for the future in the same path of peaceable progression,
And never, surcly, gentlemen,” dud the wide field of
~American public life present so busy and so instruetive o
_prospeet to-the thoughtful. observer s in this same good
year of grace, 1861, ()vvrl(;%king all minor details, what
do we find=the one prevailling and all but universal charac. .
teristic of American politics - those days?  Is it not that
©“Union” i3 at this moment throughout the entire new
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. world the mot d’ordre of States and statesmen? If we
look to the. far South, we perceive a Congress of Central
{American States cndeavourmg to recover their lost umty; -

1 we dmw down to Mexico, we perceive her new Imperor
'cndcavourmg to “establish his throne upon the basis of

union ; if we come farther north, we find eleven States

battlmg for a new Union, and twenty-five on the other side

'batthng to restore the old Union.  ‘The New World has

evidently had new lights, and/all its States and statesmen

have at last; discovered that \liberty without unity is like
rain in the desert, or rain upon granite—it produccs nothing,
it sustains nothmg it profitethy pothing.* From’ the. bitter

/exponcncc of the past, the Confetlerate States have scen the
-/ wisdom, among other tlnng~ of giving their mnnstcrt\ﬁfxts
/ in (Longrcss, and extending the tenure of executive office

fifty per cent. beyond the old United States period. . From

bitter experience, also, the most enlightened, and what we
may - consider #ie most: patriotic. among the Mexicans,
desiring to establish the inviolability of their executive as’
the foundation of all stable government, have not hesitated
to import, not “a little British. Pzince,” as 1 have been
accused of propmmg, but an’ Austrian Ar('hduko a descend,
ant of their ancient kings, as a tonfe to theic shattered con-

- stitution. - Now, gentlemen, all this American experience,
~ Northern, hputhcrn and (,(*nlml is as accessible to ug as

to the electors of Mr. Lincoln or A, Davis, or the subjects

of the mperor Maximilian: it lies before us, an open:
volume, and invites us-to well read, and ‘mark, and digest -,
its contents. It was with a view to contribute my mite at

the present stage. of the discussion, that I accepted M.

l’opcs kind invitation, and am” now hefe tovoffer you as

clear a view as I can put into words, of the process of rea
soning -and observation by which those who composed . thc
late Conferences arrived at the decisions at whicly they have -
arrived, in relation to the constitution and powers of govern-
~ment jn_the future Confederation.  You have probably all
read in the newspapers what purported to be the text—and
" it was verynear the text—of the conclusions arrived at.
You have 1o, doubt all read Mr Brd\\ns explanations at

Y ., . R 3
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Toronto, and Mr. Galt's further explanations at Sherbrooke ;
you have probably also seen two other expressions of opinion,
on‘the general question, in the journals of the day, one from
the Honourable Mr. Dorion, who is opposed to all union, A
‘except some ‘sort of Pederation of the Canadas; another j’,,};.‘(“
from the Honourable Mr. Hillyard Cameron, who would " 0" Y,
much prefer a legislative to a federative union. don’t sz“h
say that if. it could be had by common consent, 1 would
mot be prepared to agree with Mr. Cameron ; but a legis-
lative union, under our circumstances, was simply out of
.. the question.  We might as well ask for the moon, and
- keep asking until we could get it B was a ‘question
‘between some fofm of federative union or no union at all;
and I am not at all prepared to say with Mr. Dorion—and
.. hever was—that the greater union is not {he most desirable,
. 1f conditions can. be settled satifactorily to all Darties. - Lt
seems to me—and in saying so 1 intend no shidow of dis-
respect” to the honoutable member for “()chvlaga—-—tlmt the
man who can seriously maintain that union is not strength,
‘that five or six comparatively sniall communities, ownihg a
common allegiance, existing side by side on the same conti-
nent, in the. presence of much larger communities owning
another allegiance, would not be stronger and safef united
than separate, that such a one puts himself out of the pale
cof all rational argument. Lo o
. Twill take as an instance of the irrationality of such an
atgument, the particular question, the great test question
remaining between Canada g W England—the question of
defence.  The futuste (lcnvmﬁ(iovvrmnunt has resceved to
Ctslf, savimg the sovercignty of England,.the control 6f our
militia and military expenditure. bivery one caif see that= .
War with Fmgland“and’ the United States would be largely
A naval war, and such a naval war as the otean has never
before seen—a war that would interegt and stir the heart.of
England even beyond the piteh that made her staid mer.
chants astonish Lloyd’s in 1813 with  (}yree times three
cheers,” when they heard that the Shannon had fought and
Captured, and carried the Chesapeake a prize into . Haljfax .
Harbour. - Suppose, then, in the, ‘event of an iuvasion\x of

. . . * T
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our soil, cither in Upper Canada or Lower Canada—sup-
pose that a flotilla was needed on the St. Lawrence or on
Liake Ontario ; that England could spare us the ‘gunboats,
but not the skilled seanien ; would it be no advantage to
Canada to have the 50,000 Atlantic sailors of the Lower
Provinces to call upon for their contingent to such a
“service - No doubt the Empire could call on’ them now,
but unless it restored the press-gang it could not make
them come.  But if by our union we. gave that valuable
class of men the feeling of common country ; if by the
intercourse And commerce: which must follow on our union,
that feeling grew to the strength of identity, we would have -
enough help of that description=—drawn from what my col-
~league, Hon, Mr, Cartier, calls the miritime clement—for
the asking.  The Imperial power, having conceded to all
the North American colonies responsible government, can
only sccure their co-operation, even in mulitary measures,
through those sceveral local governments. Lvery one can
fee at a glance how much the hnperial power, and we our-
selves, would gain in iy emergeney —if there were but tivo
governments instead of tivé to be consulted—how much i
promptitude, - decision, in time, in unanimity, and in
effectiveness. 1 need not enlarge, 1 am sure, on s6 self-
evident a proposition ag/Ahis ;. the man that will not'see it,
will not s that is all 1 need add on that score. At has,
indeed, been asserted” by the sceptics in our work that all
our “theories of incfeased commercial intercourse are ehie
merical s and yet, ddly enough, these are the same people
who thinka comfercial uion would “ secure all the bene-
YRS -/ : - : ! g
fits™ of thiy’ chfmerical prospect.  Well, 1 will ot meet
assertion: by aysertion, but 1 will answer a conjectuire by a
et At AT very time the member for Hachglaga fas -
issuing his ghther inconsistent declaration against a political
_union,, a8, Among  other reasons, wholly unprofitable in a
commercigl point of view, and in favour of a commercial
union ag/all that was to be desired in itself, at that moment
~the firdt steamship, laden with breadstufls, direct from
Mongfeal to Newtoundland, was dropping - down the St.
rence, as o result of the partial and brief intercourse
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brought about between the two communitjes through our

 Conference at Quiehec | That is a fact not very important

m itself, perhaps, but very indiative of the possible useful-
ness of union in a commereiy) point of view | L.may men-
tion ‘another fact : while we were lying i Charlottetown
Hatbour last September, gur attention wag Called to the
arrival 6f a fine oconn-goihg.stc:unship-—-onc of a regular

“line between Boston and Prince Edward’s Iskand. “The

Boston people find the trade of that rich little island worth

cultivating, and “they do it. They know where there is -

roduce and where there is a market, and they establish a
]inc of steamers to run there; yet [ am sure they sell
nothing to the islanders which we, at half the distance,
could not just ag well supply them wit)y from Quebee: or
Montreal, ™ [ repeat, however, 1, will ot argue so plain a

- point as that, wit) provinees lil‘c ours, uniton is strength, is

reputation, s credit, i sccurity._ | will just give oue other
ilustratton on this last head, and then "wil) drop the topic

. where it is,  The seeurity for peace which a large political

organisidtion has over a small one, lies not only in ity greater
umity and disposable force, but in this other consideration,
that the aggressor must risk or lose the benefjt of much
larger transactions in attacking a larger than i Assailing a
smaller state,  1f, for example, in our system of defence—
in addition to all the Imperial Government, could do for

us—if we could, by our joint representative action, be sure
to shut up simultancously the River St. John upon the

people of Maine, to exclude from the (Gulf the fishermen’of
Massachuset(s, to withhold from the. hearths and furnaces
of New England the coql of Cape Breton—no ma can
question but that we would v ield several additional means
of defence, not now at the commang of Canada.  And so
with the Lower Provinees, If their statesmen: could wiel(

. RS . .
~our forces and our resources in addition to their own, does

any sane man“pretend that would not be an immense gam
to them in their hour of danger P (Hear, hear,) 1 may
¢ told, again, the Imperial Government can do al] this for
us if they will ; I repeat that the Imperial Governmen

Svone can neither do any of these things so promptly, so
o ’ . ‘.‘

——
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° full\' nor wnth so little troq]).v:s on our lceal rcsponsnblo
governments, as a ‘united legislatyre conld through an

- united puhllc force, with the aid of a Federal treesury, T
really, gentlemen, nn«'ht to beg vour p.mlon, and i do 80,
for dmllm" 80 lnn" on; the truhm that union is, in our-
case, stre nglh but as the fiest proposition to which we all

~agreed at the first Conference, 1 thought 1 would give sowme
reasons why we had un.munuml\ arrived at that result,

Another ulu((tnr ()ppuqm vur project because Colomal

Union is inconsistent with hnpcrml/(()nnv\mn Well; to
that we might answer that we are quite willing to- lv.wt, i
to thest: u(-snu n of the 1 ,]mpm' themselves to “decide the
point.  If I,ngl.nul docs mot find it so, 1 think we myy
safely assume it is not o, And, infpoint, of fact, the Imyje-
rial Parlinment several wmn ago dfcided the question wlien
they passed the New Zieal: nul Conktitutional Act, establish.
ing six or seven local g(g\(mu nts, under one general
government, in that eolony.  Shill ,motlnr objector con-
tends that the complemeiit nf Fefleralisim is Republicanism,
beeause most of the States with which we are familiar as
Federal States are also Re p\nl»l"s. But this objeetion is
l)v NO means unanpswerable, © 178 frue Switze ]]und 18 a
re puhlu' i the ‘sense of havingr no he reditary head, but
the United Netherlands, \\'11(‘!! a Confederacy, were not a
Republic in that sense.  Ittis frue the United States and
Mv\lu), and the z\rgvntmc‘ Federations, were all repub.
lican in basis and 'theory ;| bjit it s .ll‘l() true that the
German Confederation s, mul has always been, predomi-
nantly monarchical. ‘T There ‘may be half” as many varicties
of federal gm(rmnvnt% as lhv ¢ are states or provinees in
the world ; there m.w be arisfocratic federations, hike the
'\(H(ll.\ll' or monatchical, like the German; or demo-
cratic, hke the United bt.m"z: the only definition which
rv.nlly covers “the \\Imlo specfes of governments of this
denptmn 18, the pnhhml umon of states of dissimilar size
and resourees, to secure extet nal protection and internal
tranquillity. "These are the tw maip objects of all confede.
racies of states, on whatever principles governed, locally or
umtcdly lcdcmhsm is a political co-partnership, \\lmh

|
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may be, and has been formed- by Monurchists, A ristocrats,
and Democrata, Pagans and Christians, under the most
various circumstances, and in all periods of human history,
There may he almost ag many varicties of confederation
as of companies in private and social life. We say, witl)
propriety too, ¢ the company at  the hotel,”  or “the
company who own the hotel ;2 but the organisation of
feach is widely difforent, Our Federation will” he British ;
it will he of the fourt), class of Lord Coke's division —
for mutual aid. "Iy only element in it pot British is the
sectional equality provided for i the Upper House.—q
principle which s known, to be alike applicable to the
democeratic confederation next us, and the monarehjey] con-
federation of Germany, .

One  more objection whieh comes from an opposite
quarter to the last, is that our plan s too stringently con.
servative,  Well, gentlemen, 1 ean b say to that —af it e
so—that it is o happy fault, which e may safely leave (o
the popular elements ‘of our state of society to correct iy
time. It was remarked Jong ago B Lord Bolingbroke—
aud a greater thay Bolingbroke hay called oy profound
remark " —that it is casicr to graft anything of » republie

on a monarchy, than anything of monarchy on a republic,
It s ul\\'n.\'s Casy i our sm-,i(-ty to extend demoeratie mtlu-
ence and democratic authority ; but it ;s not always pos
suble—it is very geldom pussi’))lc-wvvvr to get anything hack
that is onee yielded up to democracy, |y, therefore, onr
- plan should seem at first sight somew hat too conservatyve,
- Frepeat my own opini(m,lthut it is a happy fault, and (e

remedy may salely be left. to time, So much, gentlemen,

for what l:uv.\'vrs call the “general issue,”
Mr. Chairman —Yon will robably like. me to define
’ R

that particular adaptation of the federal system which Loy

lately found sucl high' favour in e eyes ol our leading
colonial politicians, Well, this definition has been, | think:
pretty acourately given in the published - text —or w it
professes to be the text—of the results arrived a ot Quebee,
Lot be alarnied » | Aot going to reag you the whole

X
L] ' [

SYENLY-two propositions : it will be quite suflicient for my
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{:urposc to give you, both by contrast and comparison, a

- broud, general view of what is and what is not included in

. our proposed constitutional charter, . In the first place, 1
may say, gentlemen, to take the most familiar comparison,
that we proceeded in almost an inverse ratio to the course .|
taken in the United States at the formation of their consti.
Aution.  We began by dutifully acknowledging the sove-
reignty of the Crown, as they did by boldly declaring their
total separation from their former Sovereign. * Unlike our
neighbours, we hiwe had no question of sovereignty to
raise.  We have been saved from all cmlnirrus«ﬂ/l:-nt on the
subject of sovereignty, by simply recognising it as it already
exists, in the Queep of Great Britain and Ireland. There,
for us, the sovercign powers of peace and war, life and
death, recciving and sending ambassadors, still reside so.
long as Hor-Majesty and her descendants retain the alle.
ginnee of the people of these Provinces,  No doubt, some
inconvenience may arise from the habitual personal absence -
of the Sovereign; but even this difticulty, now that the
Atlantic is an cight-day ferry, 18 not insuperable.  Next,
we made the general, the supreme government, and the
local derivative; while the Americans did just the reverse,

~ "As to, the werits and the consequences of this funda.
“mental difference, 1 must observe this, that merely to
difer “from another, and a sometime-established system, as, -
“of course, no merit in-itself; but yet, if we are to bew
distinet ‘people from our republican neighbours; we can only-
be o and remain so by the assertion of distpnet principles
of government—a far f)uttvr boundary thaw' the River St.

~ Lawrence, or the Ashburton line. ~ But suppose ther
Afundamental polities to be, right, would we then, for the
sake of distinetion, erect a falsechood at the North, to
enable us'to contend against a truth at the South?  Would -
we_establish monarchy merely out of a spirit of antagonism?
No! gentlewmen, God forbid ! 1 of course hold not only
that our plan of government is, politic in itself, but also
that it is better thae the Ameriean. 1 am prepared to
maintain this at all times—against all comers: for if 1 had

/ not myself faith in our'work, I should scorn to inculcate s

i
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obligations on the public. W build, as I said tle other
day at. Montreal, on the old foundations, though the result
of our deliberations s popularly called “ (he pew constitu-
tion,” ] deny that the principles 3‘11 which we proceeded
are novel or untried principles, These principles all exist,
and for ages have existed, in the British Constitutjon, Some
*of the. contrivances g adaptations of principles are new ;
but the Royal authority, Ministerial responsibility, a nomi.
native Upper House, the full and free representation of the
Commons, and the independence of the Judges, are not
inventions of our making. We offer youno political patent
medicinedwarranted o cure everything, nor do we pretend
that our work is g perfect.work 3 but if we cannot make it
perfeet, we have at: Jeast left it capable of revision, by the
coneurrence of the-partics to the present settlement, and the
consent of the same supreme authority from which we seek
“the original sanction of our plan, SGll it is to be hoped
that the necessity for any revision will seldom oceur, for |
am quite sure the people of these Provinees will mever wisly
to have it said of their constitution, what the Frenely book.
seller of the lust century said o wittily, on being asked for
the French ()(ms(ilutimn, that he did not deal in periodieal
wblications,  We bujlq on the old foundations, and 1 trust
{ may say, in the spirit of the ancient founders, as well,
~ The groundworks of e monarchical form of government is
humility, self-denial) ~obedience, and holy fear, 1 know
these are not m'_livlvvnih'-('cn_ylry virtues, neither are they
plants indigenous. o the soil of the New World:  Because
It is a new world, ag yet undiseiplined, pride and self.
assertion, and pretension, are more common than the great
- family of humble vf;tuvs whose names | have named,  Pure
democracy g very like pride—it is the “ good-as.you 7.
fecling carried into politics, - Pure demoeracy asserts an
unreal equality between youth and age, stubject and magis.
trate, the weak and (he strong, the vicious and {he virtuons,
But the same virtues which feed and nourish filial affeetion
and conjugal peace e private life, are essential o uphold
civik authority ; and these are the virtues on whiel the
monarchical form of government alone can be wmaintained,
) A kK 2
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There was a time when such a doctrine as this, which I
am now inculcating here, in Compton, could hardlv geta
patient hearing in any. part of North Amoncn, but that
time is fortunately passed away: it is possible in our days,
even for -republican writers to admit the merits of the
monarchical system, without being hooted into silence, as

the elder Adams was when he published in l’lnla(lclphm

towards the end of the last century, his eloquent “ Discourses
on Davila.” Ihs grandson and editor, the present able
Minister at the Court of St. James’, tells us how the
printer was intimidated from procu:(hng with the publica.
tion, and that it was the great cause of his ancestor’s life-
long unpopularity ; and for what ? Because he maintained,
with Burke and Washington, Bossuet and Shikespeare, the
divine origin of society, as against the theory of 1ts human
origin, upheld by Jcl\orxnn, Paine, Rousscau, and John
Locke. John Adams could be President of the United
States, but he could not get a printer to publish a general -
treatise on. government which admitted  the wents  of
mmmrchy——\\ln(.h. contended that there was “a natural
aristocracy at  Boston as well a8 at Madrid ”—and the -

~tolerant ()u'tcry then raised against him for the “ Discourses

“of Davila”

'

pursued him to the grave,  Another American,
of even higher mental mark than President Adams—per-
haps the very first "intellect of all the authors of tne
American system—was on the same ground cqually sus.
pected. and equally abused ; Alexander Hamilton, e his
original plan of the Awmerican (Jonctiluti(m, offended in the
Sume Wity ay Adams by advocating “a solid and coercive
unton” with “ complete sovereignty in Congress;” and we
all know how, down almost to yesterday, his memory was
bianded as that of an enemy of the country he did so much
to bring ipto existence.  No wonder political scienee has
been almost at a standstill for fifty years on- this continent,

when no man, however high Ins position, dared rase a
negative to the prevailing demogratic theories without per-
mission of t[u- clamorous majority for the time being., At
last, and almost simultancously, the negative has been
r.uwd al the extremes of North Amcnc w—Mexico, and
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Canalda; ang we, at least here, have no fear that our
printers will e bullied into silence like the printer of

President Adams, We have not conceiveq our system in -

spirit of antagonism to our next neighbours ; we wil] sjl]
have enough iy common with they constitutionally o
obviate any very zealous propagandism o either part ;" but
“we will also have enough left of our ancestral system to
distinguisl, permanently our people from thejr people, our
mstitutions from their institutions, and our history‘(whcn
we shall have 3 history) from theip history, _

I have referred, My, Chairman aij( Gentlemen, to the
assertion of somew hat similar principles te Our own now
being made §y, Mexico. 1t woulg {)
should reach, by deliberation and foreth()ught., the same
results which Mexico has grasped at out of the miserable
depths of her long anarchy.  We are not yet informed
whether the new Emperor designs to consolidate his pro.
vinees, or to leave them thejp local organisations; byt this

know, that witl, all the immense natural advantages of-

Mexico, 1 should, for my part, rather take my chance for
the permanent establishment of g free monarchy in the
North than in Mexico.  We have already solved for oup:
selves one great problem—the legal relation of Church and
State—which s stil] before the rulers of Mexico,  1f we
“have but half {he population, we have three times “the
number of “men of pure Luropean race fhat Mexico has ;
and while 1 own thye I wish every suceesy to the Mexica!
Empire, under the auspices of l'{mncc, I have, 1 confess,
still stronger hopes for the successful establishment of the

free kingdom - of Canada, wnder the auspices of (jreat

Britaun, o
 Por bright, and fieroe, and ficklo is the Soutt, ;
But dark, and true, and tender is the North."
S . . S .

We have also solved, so far as the late Conferences could
do 5o for these Provinges, the relation of the Crown to the
people, the powers of the prerogative, and the sphere of (he
suflrage, \k'c have preserved every British principle now
in use among us, and we have, recovered one or two that

(8
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were well-nigh lost ; we have been especially careful not to
trench on the prerogative of tl*e Crown, as to the rights,
or rank, or income of its future representative on this con-
o . tinent ; as to the dignity of the office, or the style and title
v ~of the future kingdom or viceroyalty, or by whatever other
'J name it may be Her Majesty’s pleasure to designate here-
after her dominions on this continent.  Next to the United
," | ~ States, we have the most extended suffrage in the world;
some think quite too far extended; but in our state of
‘ society, I do not see how that is to be avoided, in the
i) selection at least, of the tax-imposing House of Parliament.
i . -~ We have, besides, restored to the Crown one of its essential

f

T attributes when, as the fountain of honour, we leave to the
‘ Sovereign the confirmation of the second and Conservative
Chamber ; and we rpreserve for the Crown its other great
[ Lo . attribute, as the fountain of justice, by retaining its right
é. ‘ | -to appoint the Judges, of course upon the advice of the Con-
| ~stitutiopal Councillors of the Queen in this country, who
M : are i turn responsible to Parliament and the people for -
% ' their advice and appointments.  We have provided also, in
el our new arrangements, that the tenure pf all oflices shall be
N - good behaviour, in contradistinction to the .““ spoils prin-/
L R cciple” of our next neighbours.  In all these respects we,”,
T‘ ' have built on the old foundations, in the spirit of the gld
' : ‘wisdom, and we have faith, tlierefore, that our wor /zill
1K stand. : :
: Naturally, gentlemen, we cannot expect tlmtﬁ(yn‘ course
1 "" - will be all plain sailing. -We must have our djfficultics, as
all states, new-and old, have had ; and thi/;,brings me to
refer to the apprehensions excited as to the local législa-
tures. "The difference of language betwetn the majority of
|' - Lower Canada, and the majority of the whole union 1s a
| difticulty ; but it is a difliculty which almost every other
, L nation has had and las SOlV(‘({A in Belgium thcy\{mvc at.
I B - least two languages, in Switzirland they have three chief
‘ languages—CGerman, Frpm 1, and Itahan; the.  Federal
l
‘.

E .o .
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form of Government, thé_compromise between great states
and small, seems p/(/:cuimr]y adapted to conciliate difliculties
. of this description, and to keep -politically together men of

/
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diferent. origing and languages. T confess [ have less
“anxicty on this_seore/ thay | have on anotler—the proper
protection of The ninorities, as to religion in Upper and
Lower Canada respectively.  On ghis point there is po
" doubt a good deal of natural anxicty felt in these Townships,
as there-js among my owi constituents iy Montreal, and [
dare say you would Jike me to enlarge upon it as e point

most immcdi:mly intcrcsting to yoursetves, X ‘ :
Lam, as you are, ntérested in the due protection of the
rights of the minority, not only as an l')nglish-spmking
member in Lower Canada, but as interested naturally and
reasonably for my co-religionists, who form 4 minority in
Upper Canada, T an; persuaded as regards bty minor;.
ties, that they can have abundant guarantees—sacred heyond
the reach of sectarian op seetional domination—for all thine
- rights, ci/vil and religious, If - wé had failed to securo
every possible constitutional Buarantee for our minoritics,
east and west, | am sure the gentleman who may be con.
idered your special representative at the Conforence—
(Hon, M., (-'ult)-—:m(l Lam equally sure that § myself
could have been’ no party to the conclusions of {hy late
Conference.  But we boly believed—and all our Canadian
colleagues went with us in this belief—¢hat I securing the .
power of disallowance, under cireumstances which night
warrant it, to the Generg) (}ovcrnmmt,"'in'giving the
appointment of Judges and 1Local Governors to the General
iovernment, and in expressly providing in the Constity.
tion for. the ediicational rights of the minority, we had
taken every possible guarantee, legislative, Judicial, and
educational against the oppression of a sectional minority
by a scetional majority.  You will have for your guarantee”
the Queen’s name,—which 1 think the ase of Ottawa hag
shown is not without ower in Canadu; you will have the
subordination of the ocal to the general authority, pro-
vided in the constitutional clmrter‘itsclf, and you will have,
besides, the great material guarantee, that in the 6Gencral -
Government you will be two-thirds of the whole tolg by
language, and a, clear majority counted by creed; and jf
with these odds Jou cannot protect your pwn interests, it
- “ ‘
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will ‘be the first: time you ever failed to do sb. The
- Protestant minority in Lower. Canada and the Catholic
minority in Upper Canada may depend upon it the General
Government will never see them oppressed—even if there

“1s wot.in Upper Canada; which I am quite sure there is
not in Lower Canada. "No Gefieral Government could

without Catholic as well as Protestant support; -in fact,
one great goad to be expected from the larger interests

local prejudices, and all.other prejudices, will fall more and
more into contempt, while our statesmen will rise more and
more superior to such low and pitiful politics.  What

ascendency of any race -or creed ? Why the direct cftect
would be to condemn themselves and their prineiples, to
insignificance in the General Government. Neither you
here, nor the Catholic minority in Upper Canada, will owe
your local rights and liberties to the forbearance or good-

tolerate being tolerated ; but all your speeial institutions,
religious and educational, as well as all your general and
common franchizes and rights, will be secured under the
broad scal of the Empire, which the strong arm of the
Gieneral Government will suffer ng*j,';ot to break, and no
province to lay its finger on, should any one be foolish
enough to attempt it. - ' .
and to. this system, when fully understood, 1 am certain
you will give a cheerful and hearty adherence.  We offer
the good people of these colonies a system of government:
which will sccure to them ample méans -of preserving
external and internal peace ; we offer to them the common
profits of a trade, which was’ represented in 1863, by
imports and exports, to the gross value of 187,000,000
of dn”urs,'un(} by a sca-going and lake tonmage of
12,000,000 of tons! ~ We offer to each other special

. ¢ - .
L B
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were any disposition to oppress them—which [ hope there.

This is the frame of government we have to offer you,

stand for a sivgle session under the new arrangenients

with which that Goevernment will have to deal will be, that

would be the effect of any set of men, in, any subdivision
of the Union, attempting, for example, the religious

will of the neighbouring majority ; neither of you will -
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advantages in detail, Tl Maritime Provinces give us a.
right of way and frce outports for five months out of every
Year; we give them what they need, direct connection with
the great producing regions of the North-west all the year
round. .This conncection, if they do not get through Canada,
~ they must ultimately get through tlie United States; and
" one reagon why I, - scason, and perhaps, out of season,
have continued an_advocate for an Intercolonial Railway
was, that the first and closest and most ]asting‘c’mnwction
of those Lower Provinces, with the continental trade system,
might be established by, and through, and in union with,
Canada, "1 do ot pretend that mere railway connection .
will make. trade between us and them, but I am quite sure -
we can have no considerable intercourse, no exchanges or *
- aecounts pro or con without Such a connection both for

.

~postal- and travelling“purposes, | rejoice, morcover, thig'
we, men of insular origin, are likely to recover by this means
one of-our lost senses—the sense that'comprehiends the seq
- —that we are not now about to subside into a character so
foreign to all our afitecedents; that of a mere inland people,
The Union of the, Provinces restores us to the ocean, takes:
us back to the Atlantic, and launches us once more on the
modern Muliturmnv:m, the true central sea of the western -
world.  Buit it is not only for its material advantages, by
which we may -enrich each other, nor jts joint political
action, by whicl we may protect cach other, that the Union
1s to be desired ; it s be uusg it will give, as it only can'
“give, a distinét historical existonce to British America, " 1f
-1t should be fortunately safely established-and wisely upheld,
“mankind will find here, standing side by side, on this half-
cleared continent, the British and American forms ¢f free
government ; here we shall have the wmeans of comparison
and contrast in the greatest aflairs ; here . we shall have
principles tested in'thejr results, an bug inspected and
systems gauged, and schools of thought, as well as rules of
state, reformed and revised, founded and refounded. A
that wholesome stimnlus of variety which was wanting to
the intelleet of Rome under the first emperors will be
abundantly supplied out, of our own circumstances and

#
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those of our neighbours, so that no Cicero need ever, from

. personal  considerations, enter into iudefensible incon-

’

-

sistencies, and no Tacitus be forced to disguise his virtuous - -

indignation at publi¢ corruption, under the thin veil of an
outlandish allegory. " T may be sanguine for the future, of
this country,—but if it be an error of judgment to expect
great things of young countries, as of young people who
arc richly endowed by nature, and generously nurtured,
then it is an error I never hope to amend.  And here let
me say, that it is for the young men of all the Provinces we .

who labour te"bring about the Confederation are especially
working ; it is to give them a country wide enough and
diversified enough to content them all,xfﬁ'at we, labour ; it
is to erect a standard worthy to engage their affections and
ambition ; it is toframe a system which shall blend the:

-best principles with the best manners, which shall infuse”

the spirit of honour into the pursuit of politics, that we
have striven—and who can be more interested for our

+ success than the young men of these Provinces, who are to

carry on the,country into another century ? ‘
We in our time hope to do our duty; not only in

“lengthening the cords -and strengthening, the stakes” of

our constitutional system, with a view to that future, hut

~in guarding jealously, inithe perilous present, the honour
. and integrity of this province. -1 may say to you here, on
- the Lastern. frontier, that the Government of the day are

fully informed -of all the machinations that have been,sct s

v

on foot, within and without our borders, to drive, or _tcnﬁpt.,
or trick Canada, out of that straightforward neutralityy
commanded by the Queen’s Proclamation four years ago.-
So far, we huve been enabled to maintain  that neutrahty
in the letter, as well as in the spirit, and I trust we may be
equally successful in doing so, so long as it may be required
of us. 1 am well "convinced * there is no Canadian who

would wish his Government to make any base ‘compliance

—to0 overdo or overstrain any legal oblication—in order to
v D fo]

‘buy for us the inestimable boon of peace; but T am equally

convinced, and you will agree with me 1 feel confident,

‘that all that can Be done by way of prevention, however

ST ‘
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oncrous or costly it may be to us as 5 province, ought to
be done to maintain friendly relations with our neighbours,

so far as they will enable us to do so. - Lhe rest depends
on them,—on the fairness of t.hcir.statvsmcx‘l and the djs-

cretion of thei; military ‘authoritics ; but come what may
in the future, at g events we must see that Canada does
its duty, and its whole duty, cheerfully, fully, and fear.
lessly. J| o , ‘ e
Mr. Chairman -and Gentlemen, T beg ydhr forgiveness
for the great length to which these remarks have detained
you.  Biit our general plan having already found its way
to the public,II was anxious to show our countrymen, hegé
and at home, in a plain, popular way, the processes of
reasoning and the guwling |1)rinciﬁlcs by which we .:lrr}vc(l
ab the results at which we have atrived. 1 should blush
for myself, and gricve for my colleagues, if we were any of
- us capable of picking up our, principles in a panic, without
inquiry or reflection, or examination, I need hardly assure
you, gentlemen, that nothing was done or. sajd at Quebee;
or Charlottetown withoyt fyl] deliberation, and very hard “
work. It would be invidious to name names in_connection &
with what was regarded by all engaged as a '(fonﬁdcntinlg\ :
discussion ; ‘but while | cheerfully recognise in our country. 1.

men” of the Lower Provinees ‘the noble qualitics they
exhibited througllout the whole of these transactions, [
must”say, I was proud of Canada’s patt in them also,- 1
was proud of the self-control, the'uhility, the acquirements,
and the disinferested unaninmity of our colleagues, from
“Upper as well as from Lower Canada, And now, gentle-
men, that the architects have completed thcir{)lan, it is for

you to say shall the building be put up? At is for you,
and for your representatives Parliament,— for my friend
Mr. Pope and ‘the other township members,—for hé people” ~
of the Maritime Provinces and their representatives to say,
whether. this great work s to be carried, with all die
diligence, to its completion,  If the design should seem 1o
you as'wise and fit as it seems to us, then fliy all mis.
givings far behind you and go ahead!d  Let “no Joeal
.preju(licc’f impede, Tet- no perSonal ambition obstruct, the

AN
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great work. W hy! the very Abongmcs of the land mlght
have instructed the sceptics among ourselves that union was
strength.  What was it gave at one time the balanice of -
’ }jowcr on this soil to the Six Natlons —s0 that England, -
. France, and Holland all sought ‘the allnncc of the red-
skinned statesmen of Onondago ? - What was it made the
names of Brant, and Pontiac, and Tecumseth so for-
midable in their (Ln ?  Because th(*) too had conceived the
idea—an immense stride for the eavage intelleet to make
—that “union was strength. Let the personahtus and
partisanship of our times stand abashed in the presence of
 those forest-born Federalists, who rose superior to all mere
tribal prejudices in cndmvourmg to save a whole. people,
And now, my friends of the County of Compton, once more
receive my. grdteful thanks ; have no fears for the rights of
the minority, but be watchful as you ought to be, and as I
am sure your worthy member (who is always at his post
- when your interests are at s%:l\c) will be.  ‘The Parliament
of Canada is, as you arc awnre, called by His Excellency
for despatch of business at Qucbu' on the 19th of January;
it 1s an curlv call ; and 1 am sure you all feel it will be an
important ch:,lon. 1 am, 1 do assure you, persuaded in
my inmost mind, that these are the days of destiny for
British Amvru a; that our opportunity to determine our
own fufure, undcr the favour of Divine Providence, is upon
*us; that there is a tide in the affairs of nations, as well as
of men, an(l that we are now at the flood of that tide.
Whether thc men who have this great duty in charge will
be found cqual to the task, remaims to be proved by their
- votes ; but for my part, I am hopeful for the curfy and
" mutually ndvanl.xgcouq union of all the Provinces ; for the
early and firmn establishment of our monarchical (,outulcm-
tion on this continent.






