THE IRISH IN CANADA ; THE IMPORTATION
| OF FM\NIANISM.*/ .

*

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED *BEFORE TH®W ST, PaTrick's Sociery, ar Crry,
Concenr Hawvy, hit»urquan, JANUARY 1111, 1865,

Mr. McGre said : Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 deserve ne
credit for coming here to-night from Quebee, at some per-
* sonal fnconvcnicncc, as my [riend, the President, has said,
- for this g the annual meeting of the St. Patrick's Society,

in aid ofgt‘s charitable fund ; this js our yearly offering Yo
the poor of dir own Origin—an offering made in the middle
of winter, whéy all - the glowing zeal of charity is called for
to kindle the Marthstones of those who have, perhaps, at
‘this honr neithe food nor fuel, nor any other friends but
ourselves.  We ary here in the best room in the city—
brilliant. with lights tyd fair faces and fine dresses ; but we
are here, to remembenthose who are debarred by bitfer
poverty from entering these happy walls, from witnessing
these pleasant scenes, forzhom we have to think and act,
and, so far as we can, for w) m we have also (o make pro-
vision stited tothis trying seaxon.  If it were at “all within
the possibilities, 1 could not §o otherwise than be here
but | frankly own to you I had Yome additional reasons in
desiring to " be present this evdning,  This society - has
been always very kind o me, as, ndeed, I think | may say
every society among. us has been in\its turn, Now, 1, on
my part, am ready to do my pelit pyssible for them all; 1
endeavour not to ahuse their conliclcnc\», and I ask but one
recompense—the privilege of unrestricted freedom of speech,
within the bounds of modesty and discretion, There are
one or two subjects on which I desire to exercise that privi.
lege, without whicl my presence here would be worse thap
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. useless both to you and to me L and the first of them 18, io

say a few words, which 1 ma{thc 1o other opportumty of
saying, on behalf of an admirable object, for which a
reverend gentleman from Irgland is at present canvassing
the city—1 allude to the {Rev. Mr. ‘Beausang, of the
Catholic University of Irelarid. Being so long out of old -
Ireland, fully conscious of jthe’ changes that have taken
place in myself and in the gircle of my own friends during

sixteen years, 1 always spepk with great difidence when [

venture to give any public fexpression to opinions on lrish
topics of the day. Morcover, gentlemen, as you may have

observed, 1 do not belong fto the Jefferson Brick school of
polm(mm (Jeflerson, you [may remember, was of opinion
that his leading articles in the * Rowdy Jotirnal ” made the
Czar shake 1n Tiis qhoyrt St. Petersburg). 1 have ratlier

avoided than sought to’parade in pubhc the often-abused
name of our glorious “jold country.” 1 have avoided -
doing so, because 1 feel ng stirrings of national gratification
in prese ntmg my native land in the character of an habitual

~ vieym, or a pcrpvtnal plajntiff'; or an unsatisfied petitioner
for the cold world’s pity.

| (hslnl\c as much as Moore did
that she should '

“ Ymrly kneel before our masters’ doors |
And hawk her wronga as beggars do their sores ! ”

I consider it the ]nrt of true palrioticm not to jeopardise the

position of the Irish in these British Provinces —half a million

strong or thereabouts—Dy idle or irritating retrospective con-

troversies; by fighting over again the battle of the Boyne;

or (hspuhng about the merits of the illustrious Prince, who
was the vmtor, and the unfortunate King, who was the van-
quished in that cventful contest. \'The Irish mind has
been fed too much on stimulants and too little on solids:

‘and this, among other reasons, is one of my strongest

motives for Jesiring the secure establishment of an Univer-
sity of their own, springing from amongst and congenial to
the spirit of the Irish Catholics still in Ireland.  On this
view, | may say 1 lmpc without presumption, that I saw
with very great regret, but still greater surprise, Lord

AN
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. Palmerston’s refusal to grant a Parliamentary charter to
that University. * There are at- present two Universities
recognised by law ‘in Irclund-'l‘rinity College, and what
are popularly known a3 “The Godless Colleges.” T have
every disposition and every right to speak with respect of
Trimty College, although it is, and always has been, exclu-
sively Anglican in al] 1ts statutes, tests, and honours. -~ No
~Irishman can forget that it was the A/ma Mater of almost
all our most famous public men, of Anglo-Irish stock, from
its first and greatest scholar, James Usher, to its Jast and
not least ornament, Isaac Butt, No Catholic Irishman wil]
consent to part with the reputation of Willian Conyngham
Plunkett, of T.C.D\, beeause he was the son of g disscnting
minister, and cducated at the cost of thc«congrvgation; or
with our beloved Goldsmith, beeause e was the son and
brother of & parson, nor with Jonathan Swift, because he
was a parsonhimself,  Long—| say in all sineerit '—long
may old Trinity flourish and be found famous ; flowcvcr
tenaciously she may cling to her Elizabethan statutes, tests,
and distinctions, ‘None of us, men of the Emancipation
era, should ever forget that her present venerable Provost,
Dr. Macdonnell (father of the present Licut.-Governor of-
Nova Scotia, and unele of my friend Dr, Macdonnell, of
this city), was one of the fipst signers, in 1828, of the
Dublin' Protestant petition on behalf of Catholic emancipa-
tion; nor, to descend from bold decds, as that was in those
days, to gentle courtesies, none of us, 1 trust, have for.
gotten the marked attentions paid to Cardinal Wisemay |

that thorough scholar and thorough Irishman, Dr. Todd,
when some “years ago the learned Cardinal visited the
College.  Irish zealots on gl] sides, there and then, were
quictly rebuked, when the scholarship of Trinity rendered
its due but dignified recognition to the acquirements and
‘genius of a prinee of scholars and i prince of the Roman
Church. ~ But while we can and do respect Old Trinity,
with all its dogmas and distinctions, we look— ] hope cvery
tght-minded Irishman, Protestant or Catholic, looks wit,
distrust amounting to hostility on all godless colleges.
Never once for her thirteen hundred years of Christian

’
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annals have religion and science been considered irrecon.

* - cileable in Ireland—never have they been other than help-

mates to cach other—never has the decree of their utter
divorce been pronounced until our own days, and never, I
trust, cither now or hcrenftor can that unnatural (llvorce
be carried into effect. ' Speaking as a layman—as a poli.
tician, if you choose—I repeat, with all deference, that it
scems to me a most calamitous mistake for the lmporml

‘authorities to make war upon the laudable ambition of the
- Irish mind, to found for Catholics a Catholic University,

and to have its afatus fixed by legislative enactment.  But
I will not dwell upon this subject farther than to commend
to my countrymen and co-religionists who are here the
cause which brings the present delegate of that University,
the Rev. Mr. Beausang, among us.  There is another sub-
ject which more immediately concerns ourselves, in ‘Mon.
treal and in Canada, which has lately ocenpied a good deal
of the attention of the press—1 allude to the alleged spread

~of a seditious Irish society, originating at New York, whose

founders have chosen to go behind the long Christian
record of their ancestors, to find in days of Pagan darkness
and blindness an appropriate name for themselves, A
statement having been made the other day in the Toronte

(i lobe, on the authority of its Montreal Correspondent, that

itentional malice
on the Correspondent’s part—1 felt l)()l{ll(], as 1 suppose
you may have seen, to deny absolutely that statement.  "The
denial was not given in my own words , but the alleged fact
was denied, and that was the main. pomt I now, in your
presence, repeat that denial on behalf of the Trish Catholics
of this city ; L say there could not be 15 such scamps asso-

there were 1500 of these contemporary p‘ggunq in Montreal

ciated and mecting together, not to say 1600, without your

knowledge and mine; and 1 repeat ul)aolutvly that there i
no such body amongst us, and that the contrary statements
are deplorably untrue and unjust, and impolitic as well
a3 unjust.” 1 "regret that papers of great  circulation
should  lend  themselves to. the  propagation of such

- statements,  which  have a  direct * tendency to  foster
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~aid” enhance the very evil they “intend  to combat,
See what the result- g been in" some parts of Upper
Canada. - Any two or more nervous or mischievous magis-
d with 11,000 men in the commission of the
peace there must be some of both these sorts—any two or
. more of these may subject a neighbourhood to all the
rigours of martial law. Already indecent and unauthorised
scarches have been made for concealed arms jy, Catholic
churches ; already, as in some of the towns of Bruce, the
- magistrates are very improperly, in my opinion, arming one
class of the prople against the other. What consequences
of evil may flow from this step, should make any respon-
sible man shudder. Ay what is it all owing to ? Why,
to these often invented, and always exaggerated, newspaper
Feports,  Observe the absurd figure Upper Canada s made
to cut in all this business —the Protestant million are made
to tremble before g fraction of' a fractipn - for if there are
Penians in_ {hat quarter of the world, | venture to say
they are as wholly insignificant in numbers a8 in every
other respect. At (he risk, however, of sharing the fate of
all unasked advisers, 1 would say to the Catholies of Upper
Canada, in cach locality, if there'js any, the least proof that
this forcign discase has scized on any, the least among you,
establish at once, for your ‘own sakes—for the country's
suke—a cordon sanituire around. your people ; establisl; a
Committee which il purge your ranks of this political
leprosy ; weed out and cast off” those rotten members who,
without a single governmental grievance (o complain of jn
Canada, would yet weaken and divide us in these days of
danger and ansiety.  Instead of sympathy for the punish.
ment they are drawing upon themselves, there ought to be
general indignation at the perils such wretches would, if
Permitted to exist among us, draw upon the whole commu.
uity, socially, politicnlly,' and rcligiously. How would any
Catholic who hears me like to see the parish chureh 3
stable, and St. . Patrick’s a barrack P ow wonld oyp
working men like to see our docks desolate, our canals
closed, onr | 100 new l)uildings arrested, ruin in oup streets, .
and famine shivvring‘z‘iuiong the ruins®  And this is what
. ! . : .. L

;




/

: mll just refer to an excel}

146 - BRITISH-AMERICAN UNION

these wrctche(l conspirators, if they lmd the power, would
bring to pass as surcly as fire produces ashes. from wood, or
cold pr()(succs ice from water. I repeat here, dcllb(‘mtcly,
that 1 do not believe in the existence of any such organisa-
tion in Lower Cmm(h———ccrtn?nlv not in Moutreal ; but that
there are or have been cmissaries from the United States
among us, for the (Yurposc of  cstablishing it, has been so
often_and so confidently stated, that what I have said on
the general subject will, I hopc, not be considered untimely
or uncalled for. By the law of Lower Canada the adminis.

~tration of an oath of membership in any sceret, seditious

socicty is a penitentiary offence, pumshable by twenty
years’ imprisonment; and the taking of such an oath s
punishable by seven years’ fimprisonment. By the law of
the' Church, membership iny any such society, if l)vr%vcrcd
m, cntmls, (pso facto, the })cnulty of excommunication. I

ent recent work, the Leclures on
Modern Ilistory, by Profys-or Robertson, of the Catholic
University of Ireland, whiere the chicf decrees on this sub-
Jeet, colldted by Professor Murray, of Maynooth College, -
show that Pope Clemeit X11., Pope Benec {ILL X1V, Pope
Leo X1, Pope Pius Vll., and the present Pope Pius X,
have all qtmngly condemned these socicties, . (Mr. Mc(nce
here cited the titley’ of the several decrees by which this .
description of socictics had been condemned.) By all those
solemn Acts of ceclesiastical legislation, sccret seditious
socictics are expressly and in the rost emphatic terms con-
demned ; and as we, in this Socicty, are all Catholics, 1
feel that 1 am justified in strongthening my own position
by a circumstantial reference to those august authorities,

“Causa finita est! ¢

Mr. l’usulcnt —1 have been led to speak at greater
length than 1s usual with me on these occasions, because 1
may not again for some months have an upportmnty of
mecting you all, fncc to face.  We, the Trish inhabitants of
Montreal, are (lmng very well as we are. We are, young
and old, some 30,000 ; our mechanies compare fuvoumblv
with those of any other origin ; “ onr young professional
men are pmtmg forth the promise of great talents; our




4

- ADDRESSES oy VARIOUS pUBLIC OCCASIONS, 147

eivil and religious rights are respected by all ‘our feliow-
citizens; whose equal rights we, i turn, " equally respect.
1 dare assert—and | speak from some degree of knowledge—
that there is not, take them for all iy all, a more respect.
“able community of Irishmen and tlejy descendants to be
found anywhere throughout the New World. T say this
with pride—for it js 3 proud thing to be able to say,
When L conteplate this community, rejoicing, as I well
may, in their Joy, and sharing in their trials,—when [ gon-
template their peaceful, st ady,  onward career, exacting
respect and confidence on gl sides, 1 cannot but fec] keenly
that any newspaper, here or elsewhere, should attempt to
asperse them as' a band of conspirators, or that any one
should “dare assocjate them, as a body, with lawless and
anti-social designs, ~ Mr, President, any good cause you
kuow, and I trust every  one who knows me knows,
cal at any time command my slender serviceg; hut you
will continue to grant.me, as [ am sure our fellow-citi-
- zens at large will grang me, the clerished right of unre.
stricted . free speech whenever 1 am called out to address
“either a special society or the general hody of the citizens
of Montreal. I have excreised that right to the full
to-night ; forgive me if | have gone beyond my limits: j¢
was my zeal for your welfare, believe me, that prompted
what I have mientioned to you. But this | think I may
- 83y, that wherever (he flag u{;ovb us is at stakc—-—wlwrmw\-r,
our community is in question—we will he found by wor(d
and deed to ‘shed the last of our Irish blogd iy, deferee
of thq inestimable liberties we njoy, in common with all
classes of Her Mujvfty’s Canadian subjects, S

‘ | .
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“THE DOUBLE MAJORITY ">
‘Housg oy Assxunmr, Tonouro, APRIL 28111, 1859,

Mr. McGrg sid that last year the hon. member for
Cornwall moved 4 resolution almost identical with that
now before the House, and that he (Mr. Mche) had felt

1t his duty to support it, ad been in this session
of Parliament, from the beginning of jt | ‘the present
time, a valuable moment for those whe professed to ehtet. .
“tain moderate views, and to be Possessed of influence i
the country to make those known, and “that influence felt
throughout the length and breadth of the land, it was, he
contended, in the very debaie in which they were then
engaged. In al probability that was t),e last debate which .
would ever take place in a United Legislature sitting in
the chicf city of Upper Canada, He presumed that the
Government, ‘intendeq to go for four years to Quebee, and
then to remove. o Ottawa, there permanently to reside—
which, though situated jn Upper Canada, couﬁl not be said
to be so peculiarly Upper Canadian as the city of "Toront,
Therefore it ‘was that he had said that )i would be the
last important debate iy 4 United Legislature sitting in -

= * This was a constitutional expedient, by which it Was proposed, that ag

* Upper and Lower Canada had an qual number of members, under )q

nion Act, no legisation **ghould be forced upon either, without the con-
send of ity own majority,” Iy subsequently failed in practice,
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Upper Canada.” They were first of all to go to Quebee for
four years; but where, he would ask, was the guarantee
that the Union would last four years in the present con-

- dition of the Province? When they heard leading repre-
sentatives of the people who occupied seats in that House,
. instituted under and by virtue of the Union, give ufterance

| ,to disunion sentiments; when they heard such sentiments

‘ -/ loudly proclaimed from one side of the House, and echoed
|

.~ tauntingly back from -the other, and when they heard
/ - gentlemen declare “well, let a severance of the Union
- come—we are prepared for it,” these, he asserted, were
~ strong symptoms and unmistakeable indications of what
the feeling of both sections of the Provilice was on that
point. 1f the Government believed the Union workable,
or that it could be made workable, it was their most solemn
duty to have rebuked ‘such ‘sentiments.  But their very
, silence showed that their belief was that the present Union
N was not workable; that its dissolution was a mere matter
- of time; that it was on its last legs, and that it was cither
unworthy of being defended or incapable of any defence
at all.  Where could it have been with more propriety -
defended than in the chief city in Upper Canada, and in
the course of a debate in which sentiments diametrically
opposed to Union had been uttered? Ie had 16 doubt-
in his own mind that they would find the difficulties which
" had distracted the Legislature during - this session, as well
. as the last, would assume a greater degree of gravity in
I ' Quebec, And why? The hon. member for Montmorency
: had talked eloquently and well upon the necessity of com- -
promise, and no mmrrccognism{ the importance of that
« doctrine more than he (Mr. McGee) did, for the spirit of
' compromise was the spirit of harmony; but where was it
| ¥ desirable that that compromise should be made? 1Ile (Mr.
f; ' McGee) would answer, on that very spot, in the chief city
I . é ~in Upper Canada, and in the presence of the people of
|
|

Upper Canada.  If the hon. gentleman was as bold a
statesman as he was an advocate in that House, that was
Lhe place to scttle the difficulties arising between both
‘seetions.  Could it be reasonably expected that hon, mem-

A | | | J




' SPEECHES IN CANADIAN PARLIAMENT, . 151
bers from Upper Canada, in the presence of a strange race
- and away from their own soil, would yield so readily to
Aarguments and proposals of compromise? No,  [§ the -
present Union wys at gl defensible—if it coyld be upheld—
this was the time,- this was the occasion, to prove it, le
(Mr. McGee) " had st 1o opportunity of, making himself
acquainted with the feelings of the people throughout thé
- country, and he was convinced that he dig Not _exaggerate
when he said that there existed, such a spirit of disunion jn
the upper section of the Provinee ; and he would add, on
the authority of members of French origin in Lower Canada
too, that if this cry of disunion were rajsed it would be
{)opulur., Had the ‘end of the Union then arrived ? If s,
et it not be announced by tHe outery of the passions of
people, nor yet let it he heralded by Passionate debates on,
- the part. of thejr representatives. . et those whose duty it
- 18 to steer the ship of State direct it in (he proper path,
“and if the evil ‘must cgme let them' find expedients to break

- the shock.” It was sald in common conversation that the -

Home Government would never permit o dissolution of the
3. Union, They could only . reason upon -that point from
analogy, and nothing, he contended, was more commop in
their colonial history than such an event.  New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia were formerly one provinee, and had been ..
separated by the action of the Imperial Government, Cape
Breton had been separated and re-annexed to Novy Scotia,
‘a3 Labrador had been to Newfoundland,  This Upper Pro-
vinee belonged originally to the provinee of Quebee—was
> separated from it gy 1701, and “re-united half a_century

later., Judging from the colonial policy whimmhcr
country had ‘ever pursued, there 1 nothing more certain
than that, if a dissolution of the Union was strongly pressed
for, it would not be refused. [le .spoke ‘im‘partin”y:' e
had as deeply at heart, he had a8 great a reverence for,
the religious institutions of Lowor Canada ag any’ Lower
* Canadian could have, And he had never sat, by and heard
them attacked without putting forward Lijs decided protest
against such utteranees, In that respect he Wag certain he
felt as strongly as anybody could do for {le preservation of

- . ] s .
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the social and religious mstltutlons of Lower Canada, and
_if they were attacked—and might that day be far distanj—
“his duty would be to unite himself heartily with those who
defended their hearths ‘and their altars.” On.the other
" hand, he had a very deep, strong, and sinceré feeling o
mtepcst in the. people of Upper Canada.  He belonged to
“them by birth; he had a great deal in common with them;
one-third of them were emigrants likes himself, and he
_could therefore speak impartially. onsthe stibject.  In that
spirit he would say that, badly as they got on under the
present system, they would get on much worse'if the Union
were severed. - The radical evil did not: lic so mucl in the
system asin " that meatlable thirst for office which made
every man believe himself a born statesman, and imagine
.. that he should qucceed to office after occupying a seat for
_ twelve months in that House. Too many of them desired
" by illegitimate meang to attain to wealth, to have a hand in
.a job, and" surroptltlou‘xly to arrive at_a position to the
attainment of which men in other countries were willing to”
devote the_best and thﬁ greater portion of well-spent lives,
This spirit' he regarded as dangerous—as the.rock against
which they would Qpht if proper caution was not used
That was the spirit wlngh would ‘prove their ruin, and
which ‘would proéuce o dissolution of ‘the Union, It would
_be doubly productive! of evil in Quebec, as there the French
"Canadian influencg would, be stronger, and conscquent)y
the suspicions of the pcople of Uppcr Canada would be
“more aroused. _ :

. Mr. Caucnon—That will strrke in both ways.

" Mr. McGee—That is your view of sound ‘policy. 'l‘
hon gentleman thinks Lower Canada has now- the po“cr
‘and will keep it." :

Mr. Caycnoy—1I never s said so. 1 hope 3 )ou don t want
. to misrcpresent me. What' I said was that we ought not.
"to make any concession to Upper Canada mthout bcmg
“well aware: of what we are doing. .o

Mr. McGEeE said that such grave issues as thoqe between
the two sections of the Province ought 1iot of course to be
settled mthogt mature dellberatlou. ~The hon. gcutlcmau ,‘
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¥pegting the gentlemen who had been called upon to form
the Administration of August last, as most unjust.  To
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to say that he regarded the taunts Vthvc hon. -
member for'Mohtmorency had “uttered that night, and in

encouraged by hon, gentlemen opposite, re.

ible that great questions, some of which had

been fructifying and fermeniting since the Union, could be
| settled in’ forty-eight hours, was. an absurdity, "He won]d
I not have alluded “to " thijs mattér, did it not incidentall
/ show' the existence of g unfriendly desire o place public
. men unfairly before the House and the country—in g

ich their infuence must be endangered,

- stead of taking, them as v were, and giving them an

being useful so long and as far as possible,

|
!f Instead of being treated in such 3 spint, they were attacked
. with harshness, severity, and unfairness, So long as such-

» 1t showed clearly that it was not desired
d grow into one nation; it showed that the

- theory—that Canada would. be one nation—which, existed
in the mind of 1,ord Sydenham and his advisers, had beeri

both sides, and, that no nearet ' approach

. could be made tohjgrds its fulfilment. On the contrary, he -

se who desired that. if the present system

. were displaced, it should be only to make way for a more
. Complete and perfect union.. ' As one who looked forward

to the speedy growth of this great Province mto an in.
" cipient nat mality, which, in the fulness of time, and with

1e pareyt State, was to take its place among - -
e }\Icw World; as one who did not believe
be all a dream; as one who looked forward
to that glimous consummation, he would

say that it was now the solefin duty of tlic gentlemen who, -

casury Benches to speak seriously one last

parting word to Upper Canaga on a question which most

I her; and, on the important occasion of
ieu, show some reasonable grounds for
cting the resolutions of the hon. men,ber-

. - N
» . .
? “
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: Amenca, and after giving them all the attention I could,

"had the honour of attending this House, and had the use

.t

CONSTITUTIO\IAL DIFFICULTIES BETWEEN
PPI‘ R ANDgLOWER (‘ANADA

Housn or ASSEMBLY, QueBEo, May 2xp, 1860.

“Mg. Brown (Torornito) having moved a serics of ‘reso-

< lutions affirming the necessity of constitutional changes in

the relations of Uppcr and Lower Canada,
“Mr. McGek said—1I have no intention of detaining the
House by speaking at any great length, and still less of

- following in anything like detail, the observations made last

night by the member for North Hastings (Mr. Benjawin).
I listened to the hon. gentleman’s speech throughout, with

a great deal of attention, but 1 failed to perceive any con-

clusive argument in all that he said. The exposmon he
wade to this House reminded me of Falstall’s  penwy-

_ warth of bread to such an unconscionable quantity of sack.” *

(Laughter.)  But, though I do not intend to follow in
argument, as.I must follow in point of time, the hon,”
member for North Hastings, if the House will allow me,
I shall offer some views which 1 have formed for mysclf
from a careful perusal of the political records of this Pro-
vince, as well as of the sister colonies of British Nortl

both during the recess and during former sessions, when I

of its valuable library, the most valuable possession we
hage, T shall offer to the House with great deference the
views which I considered it my duty to form in relation to
this question, which differs most/!l naterially from any other,
question that can come before this Louse. - On every,..
other occasion, we are éither debating a particular ex-'
pendlturc,,or we are for or é‘ﬂuat a partlcular law, but in

,'~‘ . . /
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whether or not we ought to be here—whether it is true
“that, at this’ moment, this House and the co-ordinate
branches of the Legislature, are governing this country,
according to the prevailing theory in Canada of Responsible
Government, We are debating the tenure of our own ex-
istence, .whether we have fulfilled the conditions of that
tenure, and whether it is for ), advantage of our con.
 stituents that that, tenyre should be prolonged. That js 4
- question of much more serjous scope than the propriety of
any particular expenditure, which may take place under
our form of Government, or any particular Act which we
may either pass here or reject. I may observe, Mr., Speaker,
before going farther, that this is not the first time, nor the
secgnd, nor the third, that the Constitution of Canada has
been> under discussion jn Assemblies similar to oy own,
Sir Henry Cuvendish’s’report of “The debates on the
Quebec Bill” in the Imperial Parliament, in 1774, are

familiar to most members of this House. That discussion

this discussion we have raised the long previous question,

occupied the Commons of Great Britain nine days, and .

- engaged the earnest attention of the ablest statesmen of the

first half of George the Third’s reign ; yet in 1774, there

were, according to Sir Guy Carleton, not above 400 British
settlers in all Canada, and not more than 90,006 inhabitants
altogether, including, I Suppose, the Aborigines, The first
Constitution continued in force till 1791—seventeen years;
it was then abolished ; two Provinces were created ; local
legislatures, consisting of an executive head and two cham.

bers each, were granted. to Upper and Lower Canada. The

discussion on the Canada Act of 1791 occupied the Com.
mons of Gireat Britain six days, and were sustajned by the
first statesmen of that generation, ‘That was the discussjon
which was chiefly dwelt upon, and most largely quoted
from by the member for Toronto. 1t was discussion
very remarkable in every respect, because it coincided in

point of time with the great debate on first principles, -

-~ wlhich at that day occupied the minds of all the statesmen in
the civilised world, . T great issues raised by the T'rench

Revolution were thep novel YoQhe minds of men, and even

e
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. the Canada Act of 1791 got entangled in the consideration
- of the general principles involved in the discussion of the
issues raised by the French Revolution, and as the member
for Hastings said last night, led to the rupture of a political
~and personal friendship of twenty-five years’ standing, be-
tween two of the most illustrious  statesmen of Great
Britain, Mr. Burke and Mr. Fox—a rupture, however,
which did not grow, as he said, out of the merits of the
Canada Bill, but from the introduction of French politics
into the debate by Burke, as was charged by his former
- frierd Fox,—unjustly and unnecessarily.  The constitution
adopted-in 1791 differed very materially from that adopted
in 1774, and continued for twenty or thirty years, without
encountering any formidable criticismn or censure. It went -
into effect in Lower Canada at once, and in Upper Canada
in 1796, It was called'in those days the “ New Constitu-
tion,” and had.its culégists and enthusiastic admirers. -We-
~ have an anecdote in Christie’s “ History of Canada,” that
when Prince Kdward, father of her present Majesty, and
grandfather of the young Prince, whom we expect soon to
see amongst us, visited this colony, he quelled an election
riot at Charlesbourg, in this neighbourhood (Quebec), by
appealing to the merits of the “New Constitution,” and
the advantages Canadians had obtained under it. After a
full and fair trial, however, jhe New Constitution was found
. not to work well. It was found that the colony had out-
grown it.  Time and experience, thosé great instructors of
all statesmen, who 'are not wilfully blind or hopelessly in-
capable, proved wiser than Lord North in 1774, than Mr.
Pitt and his colleagues in 1791, exposed many gaps and
“vacant spaces in the once lauded constitution, and pointed
out many occasions and many reasons for change, improve-
ment, addition, and amendment. Dissatisfaction strongly
manifested itself in Lower Canada about the year 1822.
The relations of the Ixccutive and Legislature were not
defined. The relations of the Judiciary to the Iixecutive
and Legislature were not defined. The House of Assembly
had spent the greater part of two sessions, 1818 and 1819,
in impeaching the Chicf Justice and three or four of the

-
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. other Judges. | They claimed ‘the power of impeachment,

while the Upper Chamber asserted 1ts competency to sit as

a court of impeachment, i raised a great constitutional

question, which was referred by Lord Dallousie to the -
Prince chcnt’s‘Govérnment; but, .though it was taken .
into consideration, no decision o the point has been given

by the Home Government from that day to this, (Hear,
hear.)  In 1822, this section of the Province, then by far
the most populous, was before the House of Commons as a
petitioner for constitutional changes.” It was at that time
gradually becoming accustomed to Constitutional Govery,.

ment, which at first, of course, it was not. Ior it js g

- curious fact—a fact, perhapss the dregs of which are not yet

entircly worked out of the social state of Lower Canada,—
that the m: jority of Lower Canadians did not themselves
in the first place wish for Constitutional Government,
having been trained under the military system of Montcalm
and his predecessors, to a preference for submission to
military power,  When the Constitution of 1774 was pro-
posed, the French population of Lower Canada petitioned
almost to a man against it, and declared they did not wish
to be inflicted with ay Assembly, They pointed out how
Assemblies in other colonies had led to conflict bctwceq

“the colonists. and the Crown, and also to their lavish ex.

penditure of public money.  But after a few years were

past, when the generation which saw the substitution of -
the-lag of Great Britain for the flag of IFranco had passed .
away, and when a generation familiarised with constitutional .

“Practices grew up, the public men, of the legal profession

especially, and some of the medical profession, and some of
the scignors of the country, began to warm towards q con-
stitutional system, and the ambition which had formerly
been directed to the career of arms, transferred its hopes to
the legislature, so that it bechme a source of triumph and
pride to have a seat iy cither the Upper or Lower branch
of the governing body of the country. - But, as that con.
stitutional feeling grew strong, so also grew strong the
dissatisfaction - of the people. with the defective -system -
introduced in 17 91. Accordiugly, in 1822, the Commons
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of Lower Canada appeared as petitioners at the bar of -

“the llouse of Commons, in England; the same year Mr.

Maryatt, M.P., was appointed their agent in the Imperial
Parliament ; and in 1823 Mr. Speaker Papineau was sent

“to London to obtain a redress of grlevances In 1828

Mr. Huskisson's “Canada Committee” sat, and they, in

- their report, conclude that no changes short of “an im-

partial, conciliatory, and ‘constitutional ~system,” will be
attended with the desired effect—the pacification of the .
Province at large. - In 1832, Mr. Wm. Lyon Mackenzie

- carried to London a petition signed by 24,000 inhabitants

of Upper Canada, against the scheme of union then in
preparation; in 1834, the ninety-two resolutions of Lower

- Canada, and the report of the “ Committee on Grievances”

in Upper Canada, sufficiently proved that the system would
not work; yet it was not until the unsuceessful insurrection
of 1837 and 88 challenged the attention of Imperial
statesmen to the necessity for ““Constitutional Remedies,”

-that they entered in good earnest on their consideration,

The mecasure proposed in 1839 was, however, postponed
till the next year, when Canadian affairs occupied the
House of Commons six or eight days; the result was, the
the present Act of Union, now in its twentieth ycar, and
which we, on this side, propose to subject to the same
test of experience—of fitness to our present circumstances
—uwhich the statesmen of 1840 employed towards the
Constitution of 1791, and the sfatesmen of 1791 appliéd
to the Constitution of 1774. . (Hear, hear.) A century
has. not passed since the Treaty of Paris. handed over
this country to Great Britain; yet, in that century, it has
existed under five different forms of Government. - For
fourteen years it was governed by a military executive;
for seventeen years it was ruled as a Crown Colony, by a
Governor and Council ; for forty years and upwards it was
ruled as two distinct Provmccs, with one chamber filled by

election and one by nomination, in each section; and at

this moment it is governed by a single lLegislature, but

‘with both branches elective since 1854, and the Exccutive

Ministers, in theory at least, responsible for their official
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acts to the people and Parlj ment of Canada only, The
, show, Mr. Speaker,

Empire were excrcised in

planning the fabric, and - proporhoning the parts of the -
several systems under which- this Province “has been
governed for the last hundred yaars. In reading over
those debates, we are overawed at the fulness of informa.
tion, at the generous forecast, the nlightened wisdom of
many of the men who have gone befpre us, in considering
the constitution of Canada; but we ate no less struck, Mr.
Speaker, by the fact, that all their plans have been materi.
ally modified and amended by time. Time and experience
have proved wiser counsellors than the wisest of ‘men ;
time and experience have condemped Lord N orth’s attempt,
aud évery other attempt, to establish the Churely of England
in aiy portion of Canada, as the State Church ; time and
experience have condemned Mr. Pitt’s attempt to make
seats in the Legislative Council hereditary ; and to these
same high * authorities—time and cXperience—we now
appeal against the defects, the radical defects in Lord John
Russcll's” constitution of 1840.  What were the cireun.
stances which surrounded the introduction of that constitu-
tion into Canada? RBoth Upper and Lower Canady had
been agitated to their depths by the unsuccessful Insurrec-
tion of 1837 and 1838. The swell ‘and clamour of the
storm had not disappeared, when the high commanding
.voice of Lord Durham wag heard above all other voices,
propounding remedies—immediate and permanent remedics
—for the state of the Province.  The report of that noble
Lord completes the evidence of the Imperial care of
Canada exhibited in the discussions of 1791 and 1774,
Itis, as I am sure every one in this IHouse will admit, a
document above all praise, above all price; it is such g
feport as ‘Timoleon might have made to the Corinthian
Senate, when sent to deliver their descendants, the Syra-
cusans, from the double-headed monster, despotism and
anarchy.  Lord John Russel] was, naturally enough, decply
imbued with the sentiments of Lord Durham ; he became
Colonial Secretary in the Melbourne ministry of 1839,
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greatly to the satisfaction of his friend, Lord Sydenham,
who accepted at the same time the office of Governor-
General of the British North Awmerican Colonies. It was
agreed between the Melbourne ministry and Lord Sydenham-
—before he coyld have any other knowledge of the actual
state of Upper and Lower Canada, than that gleaned from
Lord Durham’s report and Lord Durham’s conversation—
that the Legislative Union was to be carried. It was

~. decided upon as a necessary measure, from "an Imperial

point of view, in order to prevent the recurrence of the
events of 1837 and 1838, and in order to strengthen
the connection with Great Britain. 1 do not’ prctuxd to
say that all considerations local to Canada were underrated
or omitted from the deliberations of the Melbourne Admi-
nistration—1I do not even say that the Tmperial view they
took was mnot the view which even the most patriotic
Canadian—reasoning now long after the fact—might not
have taken could he have forescen its actual consequencess;
but I do say, that the measure of Union passed in 1810

was conceived in an Tmperial spirit, thit it was urged on
by Imperial, rather thait” Provincial motives and mtvrcsh
and that advantage was taken of the temporary agitation

/and reaction, in this country, to force it, all nnpclfect as it

was, into premature operation.  (Hear, hear.) * Honourable
gentlemen, its defenders and enlogists in this House, may

‘s speak fondly of it as ““our constit tion"—and *“our invalu-

able constitution ”"—but it cannot be called ours in its con-
\ceptlon nor in its execution. Before the Act of 1774 as
passed, Canadian witnesses were examined by the Imperial
Parliament ; Sir Guy Carleton, Chicf Justice Hay, Baron
Maseres, and M. de Lotbiniere, were examined ; bcfou, the
Act of 1791 was passed, Mr. Lymburner, a \'Lry able man,
a citizen of Quebec, was examined on behalf of the British
inhabitants of Lower Canada, and other colonists had been
consulted by correspondence : but in framing the provisions
of the Act of 1810 no such preliminary consultation with
leading colonists had taken place. It wus resolved upon
in England before Lord Sydenham left; and that energetic
noblun.m prided lmuself especially on the Lclult) with
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which Ne carried the foregone conclusion of lijs collcagues -
into effept, Ile gave the Special Council of Lower Canada

" less than' a week’s time to deliberate—he gave “the Parlia-
ment of Upper Canada g fortnight ; after listening to both

- he heeded neither; he confesses in his private correspon- .
dence that he thought the best thing for Lower Canada
.“would be ten years more of despotisim ;” byt ke could
not persomally afford’ to wait tey years ; he had arrived jn
the last week of October, 1839, and lic b asted, within two
months from that date, before the end of December, 1
had carried the Union, so far as Canada could assent or
make sulmission, (Hear, hear.)  And thig i the origin of
the measurc—the work of two or three men, done in 3
hurry, in two short months—which g spoken of in the
same sense as the British, Constitution—the work of many
gencrations of men—=the foundations of which, like Cologne
Cathedral, were the work of one age, the superstructure of
another, the completion of 3 third, “the embellishment of 5
fourth ; which is compared to the American Constitution,
the product of the wisest men, gathered in from the Ken-
nebee to the Altampa, sitting in conclave, under the presi-
dency of a Washington, or engaged in the discussions of
the “Federalist” op the Forum for seyen whole years
together | - Mr. Speaker, there 13 no sanctity of age about
this Constitution of-ours} we cannot invoke its provisions
as “the wisdom of our ancestors I neither were the means
by which it was carried, sucly as to surround it witl any -

great halo of glory, "Ilergy was no chivalric gathering,

such as met at Runnymede; no learned assembly, such as
sat at Annapolis ; the free voices of the people were not
heard demanding it; no fair representation of . the people
existed at the time even Upper Canada; it was carried
by -sheer TIinperial influence, exceutive address, and the
“advance of £1,500,000 sterling for public works,—The
a0¥denham loan carried the Sydenham Union, and the
instrument thus framed deserves for jtg origin no other
“reverence than such as may fairly be attached to its authors,”
Lord_ Sydenham and Lord John Russcll. It is in this
seuse Lord Girey speaks of Lord Sydenham, "as having
_ : : I
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““assumed the government’;”” and that Lord Metcalfe, in his
despatch to Lord Stanley, of the 5th of May, 1843, speaks -

of Lord Sydenham, as “ the fabricator of the form of

Government now existing in _this Province.” — When

~hon. gentlemen attribute to ¢ the Act of Union” the ad-

vantages which have sometimes flowed from the system-of
rcsponsﬂ)le government, thcy commit, it seems to me, a
serious anachronism.  Responsible government is nowhere
conceded in the Act of Union. (Hear, hear.) Neither
Lord Sydenham, nor his second and ablest successor, Lord
Mectcalfe, recognised “responsible government® in thc sense
we Now use 1t, as inherent in the Act of Union. As Lord

- Metcalfe observes of his prede(,pssor, he “scouted the 1dea”

of responsible government in his despatches.  After the
Union was consummated at Kingston, he practically ac- .
cepted it, or submitted to circumstances he could not
control, by.admitting that members of the Fxecutive
Council ought not to continue such, when they ceased to
commund the confidence of a majority of this House.
Lord Metcalfe certainly did not recognise that theory ; nor
did the Colonial Ministers, his immediate su reriors 3 Lord
Lilgin, so bitterly abused ycstmduy from the enchcs oppo-
site, may be called the first CGovernor-General who acted
consistently on the thcory——nnd he did not arrive here
till the seventh ycar after'the Union. Let us, therefore,
not confound two things—the Act of 1840 _z'md the estab-
lishment of responsible government; let us not credit to a
false cause whatever good results have sprung from another,
and o subsequent advance towards legislative indvpomlcnco.
And, after all, in what does this “responsibility ” of
ministers to this House or the &)untry consist?  On the

vigilance and patriotism of the majority of the House I .

admit it ought to depend; but on what does it really

“depend? 1 answer—and the reeords of our recent as well

as of our carlier politics under the Union bear me out—it
depends as much, if not more, on the puson.ll qualities of -
the Governor sent us—on lus cupacnt), his firmuess, and
his superiority to pcrxonal influctices—as on the will of this

{ucs not cust n your U.nmn Act, nor many

.
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other. fundamental Iaw. It exists mainly in the personal
~character of the Governor, Whep You get a Governor who
respects public opinion, who has had a constitutiona)
training, ‘who js by temper as well as hy information
fit to be the head of 4 great constitutjonal State—whicl
every public man chosen by favouritism or chance medley
is not (hear, hear)—then you have Responsible Govern-
ment ; but not. otherwise, (Hear, hear.)  For it js 4
very different thing, Mr. Speaker, moving in g preseribed
orbit, as ministers iy England, carrying out a copsti.
tution whicl every body around thery hubituallly'obvys,
from trying to work an-ill-defined constitution, in a new
-state of society, supplementing the defects of that con-

stitntion out of the resources of your own wisdom, and

Justice and foresight.. That censtitution which depends on |

the” will of any one man, however high he may be, or the
will of any number of men, 1s no constitution, s undcscrviny
the name of constitution. I kpow very well that the
theory is, that ministers cannot remaiy, in oflice without
being sustained by a majority of this House, But there js
another power which may have more to (o with keeping
them in office, under the present system, than a majority of
this House, or their own clectors, once they are “elected, -
Give any ministry, however seraped together, a chamber of
one” hundred and thirty members, not divided by deep and
broad party lines—give them, at the same time, a pliable,
Or partisan, or incapable Governor, who will permit theny o
profuse use of the public money, under the colour of

“Orders in Council ”—and sucly 4 ministry, however djs.

trusted or detested iy the country, may continue to ryle
this House for four consecutive years, or g long as such a
- Governor remains, Is it not so? s not this the plainest
lesson which Iime and  Experience have taught us from
our existing constitutjon ? And where, even witly 4 new
Parliament or o new Governor—wlhere jg the redress of the
beople - against g Dad minister? e may lay down his
portfolio, and laugh us all to scorn, He may retire from
official station, and you camnot follow him to the back
enches or t)e cross benches.  You canuot reach him
C L ’ M 2 .
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when le is in—you cannot reach him when he is out.
Where, then, is your ‘“ Responsible Government?”  Can
there be responsibility of mmisters without a penalty? It
.seems to me there cannot. And if mnot, where 18 your '
- penalty?  Have you not the same radical defect which Mr,
Grattan found in the constitution of his country, when he .
exclaimed, in allusion to the Roman fasces, ““ Ireland has
" no axe, and therefore she has no honest mimster.” I am
well aware that, practically, the power of impeachment has
fallen .into comparative disuse n England, antl has been
very rarely resorted to in” the. United States; but I know
that it exists in the counstitution of both—that it is not a
“dead letter—that it has been used with terrible effect n
times past, just as the great guns upder-our windows, .
though silent now and somewhat rusted, can yet serve
every purpose for which they were originally cast from the
furnace, and mounted where they stapd”™ DBut, sir, we are
told by the hon. member for North Hastings, that we owe
to the Union, unqualificdly—apart from the system of re-
gponsibility—whatever monetary credit the Province has
enjoyed the past dozen or twenty years. Sir, I am not a
disunionist, and I hold, of course, that some form of union
is essential to our. common credit, and most Deneficial to
our common progress. I do mnot think it possible that
Upper and Lower Canada, once spparated, could advance,
or command one means of progress— money—in_anything
like the proportion which they can, being. united. Disso-
lution, “pure and simple,” as the phrase is, I consider very
simple indeed ; I cofisider it altogether retrograde ; and |
-do not believe the ‘youngest man in this House will ever
live to scc it.  (Hear, hear.)  But because I am a uniomist,
mugt, I, therefore, be for this Act of Union and for no
other ? Or, is it even possible for me, or for any one, to
- stand by Lord Sydenham’s union at this time of day?  Sir,
it is not possible; for that union, siich as it was, no longer
exists ; it has been frittered away, year by year, by Imperial
legislation and by Provincial legislation, till it now hangs
in tatters upon the expanding frame of this colony.  Of its .
“sixty-fwo clauses, no less than thirty have been repealed by
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-statute ‘within the last ten years! The 4} clause, in re-
lation to the Legislative Council,*has been - repsaled ; the
required sanction of the two-thirds vote i Coy ttudional
. Changes has gone with that clause ; the clausg
. 10 25, inclusive, relating to elections—to t nstitutjon .
of this House—have been repealed ;” the rov
.26t clause, and«the whole of the 27th clause, refitin
the same important subject, have been repealed ; clause
11, making the English ]angungc,‘th‘e official language of -
the country, has been repealed ; clause 49, reserving all
legislation on ceclesiastical matters for the Sovereign’s con.-
sent, has been rd caled ;—ctause, 44, relating to Provincial '
Courts of Appeal, has been superseded ; clases 50 to 57,
inclusive, constituting the - Consolidated Revenue J'und,

and schedules A and B of the ‘Act referred: to in those
clauses, have all been repealed.” And this is the shattered

idol we are called upon to worship, as the image of  life,

an® health, and power | So far as it defined the powers of
~ this Chamber, .or the composition of the other, the Aet of
- Union is defunct ; so far as it touched the delicate subjects -
of language and religion it is defunct ; so far g it consti-
tuted Courts of Appeal, or legislated for the public credit,
it is defunct ; and in this carcass we are asked ‘to place all
our trust and all our dependence for future good govern-
ment! - But, I mistake—it is nok altogether dead, though
S0 dreadfully mutilated. There is sfill a Iittle life lett,
" which the Administration of the day draw hope from witl,
desperate fidelity—the 12(), section, decrecing an equality
of representation, indgpendent of population, and the 45th
section, vaguely describing the powers of the Governor. - S
General and the all-important « Orders in Council ; the
section, also, limiting the duration of Pardiament to four .
years, may be .counted among the relics which remaiy,
The equality clause was introduced, avowedly, into the Act,
for the purpose of “swamping the French ;- but  that
purpose has heen defeated —and T rejoice that it has been
“defeated.  (1Hear, hear.) It was a ‘deliberate conspiracy
- against the rights of one set, of people —flagitious in the
« coneeption, and ‘wholly indefensible in the cndetment ;
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wiy, then, should it be maintained and enforced against
another set? *(Ilear; hear.) * Are we, of Lower Canada,
-~ trule our fellow-subjects of Upper Caiiada, on the Pagan
. principle of the Zex talionis ? or, rather, on the Christian
principle “of doing unto others.as-we would be done by 2"

" I do not say that we should ,place oursclves or our institu-
"+ tions—diflering so widely as we do from Upper Canadians
—at® their merey ;I mean nothing of the kind; I have
‘never entertained any such idea. No! 1 believe ‘that a
remedy can be found by Upper Canada for her wrongs, and

. by Lowér Canada ample- safeguards for her rights; and 1
shall immediately, wigh permission of ‘the Ilouse, though
with very great self-disgrust, indicate the nature of that
- remédy, as it suggests itsglf to, hy mind.. But, before I do
s0, let me ask every candid man in this Assembly, whether
- he believes the prcscnt"stn(c’of things in this Province can
- be much longer maintained ? - Are the people satisfied with
“the vague, unlimited power of thie Ixceutive over the public
- expenditure ? - Are they satisfied with the appointment of
- strong political partisans—often by their own colleagues—
~ to the judicial beneh?  Are elections to this House: con-
" dutted on a sygtem caleulatedsto inspire awe and obedience
"+ towards the laws we make?  Is the character of this llouse
“clevated by the scenes which take place at our elections, by
" the” notorious bribery: and corruption' which have been
- practised, by the fact that we met in 1858 with tlarty-two
-+ seats in this Iouse, out- of ‘130, contested, with every
fourtlr man in the [ouse petitioned against ?  (Llear, hear.)
++ Is it the fact that theycharaeter, of this Iouse has been
+ + " raised of late years uhder, the working of our present

- osystem?  Is it the fact that a Lower Canddian majority
v« . persistenfly ruling the people of Upper Canada against their

well-understood wishes; as expressed through *their legiti-
.. 'mate organs in this Hoygse—is that winning friends for the
"= system in Upper Camada? :* (Iear, hear.)  Is an eléutive
-+ Legislative Council, when it becomes wholly elective—as it
o -Soon will—is it, coming fresh from the people,’ likely to

recognise in this Assembly ithe same monopoly of popular
power which the Housg of,\ Commons holds, in cotmparison
l
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with the hereditary House of Lords ?
remains of our constitution does not work satisfactorily—

il the Legislature js losing the respect and confidence of
the people—if the Judiciary even be” sometimes looked
“upon with doubt, recruited as it s from the thick of the,
political conflict—if thie Iixecutive is” not regarded with

» affection and respect by the country—if the three great
 divisions of the Government of the ¢

ountry have all sunk in .
the public estimation, then 1 put to any honest man the

,quosti(m,' How "does all this‘,f”'happ(-n? Is it that our
= pré&ent rulers, the ]chcuti/vé, or. the administrators of
Justice, or the representatives of the people in this House,
LfC WOrse men, are more prone to despotism or corraption
.than those who have gong before them, or those whe may
come after them? I do /cnot_’charge them with any mnate
depravity of that kind; but I charge the abuses, which
liave crept into the Provisions of the Act. of Union, or the
omissions of the Act of Union—an instrument, not strong
cnough to sustain official weakness against temptations. to
go beyond the strict line of official duty—an instrument which
+ - makes the weak weaker, and tempts and enables th& corrupt
to become more corrupt.  (Ilear, hear.) And I say, an in- -
strument Tike that ought not to be held up to the respect of -
this House and of this country ; and ‘that it would be in. .-
Cdeed a poor verdict on the intelligenee of the people of
~ Canada, if; after twenty-three years of peace following the .
last sociul commotion” in tlhs Province, if there are not -
‘men to be found jn Canada at this day of sufficient wiadom
fo frame -a much better instrument ‘than Lord Sydenham
improvised, and Lord John Russell imposed upon Upper
and Lower Canada, regardless “of the opposition- of - both,
(Cheers.)  Before I pass from this subject, there js one -
- other point to whicl Emust’ refer—the admitted necessity
“of Departmental Reform, which cannot be had under our
. Jresent system. _ ‘T'he Public Works Department i1s a fa- -
~thomless abyss; our Public Domain (5
- Wages of its overscers our Department of Agriculture and
. Statistics . is without a head ;. our Emigration Service is
" unorganised; the only active agencies of administration

.
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are to be found in the Taxing Department and the Sueing
Department—with the Finance Minister, the Postmaster,
and the Attorney-General. Individual vigour,” I admit,
may do mueh towards a remedy; but the system ought to
be ‘such as to provide against individual weakness, and to
render mediocrity comparatively harmless.  This; Sir, I fear
we never can have, with the present arrangement of nomi-
nal heads and irresponsible subordinates.” We certainly
~ have not hitherto had a satisfactory departmental system.
* (Hear, hear.) 1 have shown, I trust, that Lord. Syden-
~ham’s Union did not originate in any view to the interests
of Canada, though I do not allege but that the'interests of
Canada have been served by that instrument, up to a cer-
tain point. «But 1 say it was not the act of the people of
Canada. Tt was imposed on the people of Canada by Im.
perial - authprity alone. It was urged on to remove an
irksome state of things in the Province itself, and to
strengthen the connection with the mother country. "It
was hastenéd at a time when its chief advocate, the Gover- .
nor-General of that diy, would have needed to. have been
more than human, to have been above the lInpressions
produced on his mind by all the conflicting stories and™~
~ views pressed upon him, by men coming heated from the
late social contest, many of .whom had been actually in the
mélle of civil war. I admit that those who poiut out the
defects of the present Union are bound to make a clear and
strong case against it; and I think that clear and strong
case has beemr made. (llear, hear.) I speak not now so
much of details, as of the brgad and general facts. . The
details have been claborated with great caie in several
publications ; and, amaug others, in an excellent political
document which the hon. member for North Hastings took
. as the text for his speech last night—thic address of the
‘Reform Convention lately held in Upper Canada. But, 1
suppose, upon -this subject, we are all frec companions on
~ this side of the House, and cach of us has some peculiar
view of his own, which he will express, as I havo risen to
do, in pronouncing an opinion on the motion of the hon,
wember for Toronto.™ I'should have preferred, I admit,
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to have voted upon that motion with some modifications ; -
but 1 am now debarred from doing so by the motion of
the previous question moved by the member for Hastings ;
so that now weshall have to vote “for or against it in the
form in which 1t has been proposad.  (llear, hear.)” As I
“am debarred from voting for any modification of that mo-
tion, I am prepared fully to concur in the opinion, that the
Act of Union Iy not answered the designs of its. projec-
tors—that it has not fulfilled what they claim for it—{hat .
it has been already in great part repealed—that it has np
longer, so to speak, “a leg to stand upon”’—that it 1s.not
now-in existence in this Province. The Question, then, is
- A question of remedy, The hon, member for Hastings, -
last night, twitted the hon, member for Toronfo that he
had no remedy to propose. -I have no doubt, when we
come to that stage of the matter, remedies will be as thick
as blackberries. I have no doulyt every one who has ever
opened,a.constitutional book avill have ‘his own scheme of h
the dijnjbution of functions, and of joint authority, of the.
propoption of power to be cxereised by the central autho-
rity, and the proportion to be retained by the local govern.
ments.  There is no subject, perhaps, on which the human
‘mind can exercise itsclf, so capable of endless combina.
tions, as the question of civil government, Perhaps,
even that science, the subtlest of gl sciences, Theology,
18 not more full of acute distinctions than this compara-
tively modern science, of the formation. of constitutions’
and the &istribution of powers.  &ow my own humble
- view, which 1 offer to the House for what it is worth, is,
that the remedy which will suit our circumstances, is a bold
application of the federal principle.  Tam prepared to apply
that remedy to our position with the sanction of the people of
both sections of the Province, and not otherwise, - But the
best and most desirable thing, to my mind, is the Federal
Union of all the North American colonies—and ' I think it
lot only a mere desirable thing, but a more practical thing.
1 think every man in this House who has given careful
consideration to the subject, must seé¢ that dissolution pure
- and simple js cntircly‘;out of the question; that an abso.
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]utc dissolution of "the Umon is an nnpossxblllt) We are
not our own masters in that respect at all events, We
Lave to get the consent of the ]‘nnplre, and the consent of
tlid, pubhc creditor, and the. wholé tendency of these modern
(imes, is hgainst it.  Lvery invention for diminishing the
obstacle of space, for the multlpllcatlon of ideas, for the
swifter C()nnmnnmhon of intelligence, is against it—art is
against it—science is against 1t-——mturc is against it.

Dissolution pure and snnplo, no man on the floor of this
House, 1 l)Cll(,\'(‘, ever wijl live to see, should he live to be
s old as the oldest of his ancestors. But, while 1 believe

that to be neither the desirable nor the pmctl al remedy, [
say 1t 1s casier to obtain, and we fave already obtained, the
sanction of the Impcnml authorities to enter into the con-
sideration of the question of the general federation.  Yet -
10 work out this cure even with the sanction of the metro-
politan power, much time for deliberation, and many mutual
. conferences, will be necessary,  1f the Legislatures of the
Lower (,olom(‘s, and our own, were prcpnrcd for it, the
initiative ought to be taken immediafely upon, the visit of
I1is Royal llwhmss the Prince of Wales, for even then, it
would lnob'nbl) be 1864 or 1865 before all the obstacles
could be removed, and all the arrangements agreed upon.
It would, however, be something to h()pe for, and to “01'k
for, and to wait for in the mtcnm- it would oecupy’the
hearts and minds of all the statesmen of all the colonies,
and prepare them by correspondence and intercourse to act
understandingly together, when they should come together. -
I rest the a(l\'ocncy of & Pederal Union of all the Provinces
mainly on these grounds.  First.—That a Unity of all
the Provinces is desirable cmmnercmll)/, and would be bene-
“ficial to each. - Secondly.—"That a mere Commercial Union,

such as the German Zollverein, without thie supenntcndcnce
of some’central political power, would not give sufficient,
-sccurity for the intercsts of all members of the confederacy.
- Thirdly.—That such a union is a necessary ('omplunent of
our present colenial svstem,2unless we are to logk forward
. to annexation to the Umtul States. Ifour//zl,y.-—'llnt while
thc tendencies of our times are all in f'wour/of such Umon
) o ‘ .
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the obstacles in our way are not greater than flose which
have been repeatedly overcome by other disunited States
and -Provinces, hiat a Union of "the colonies 15 desirable
commerctlly, was, T. think, very clearly shown to this
House two sessions since, by the present Finance Minister
—though he did not they put his resolution to the vote,
Iad he done s0, I should have fglt,it,my duty to vote wit),
lim, as I did subsequently on-the subject of an Inter.
colonial Railway. 1t is desirable commercially for Canada,
“thiat we should have an addition of a million consumers (o
our domestje market, [t is"desipable that but one tarift
and custom system should prevail throughout all . these
Provinces.  Ilow js it now ? With half g dozen different

tarifls and different currencies, with New Brunswick and_ v

Nova Scotia taxing cach other’s industry, and bot), taxing
ours, is it possible we should grow in nambers or in wealt), -
i the ratio of the conterminons I\’ew-]‘)ngland States ? Tt
18 not possible, as we find to our cost.” While the New
Ingland " States average thirty inhabitants to the square_
mile, Canada averages but seven, and New Branswick and
Nova Scotia, taken together, but eleven, The statistics of
Intercolonial trade, contrasted with our trade to the United .
States, shows what, « a triangular duel” we are engaged in,
at the expense of- each other's safety and property.  In
1857 we exported to the United States breadstufs to the
value of ],776,250/.: or near $9,0()0,000, while the two
adjoining Provinces tmported from the United States bread-
stufls to the value of 403,000/, or $2,0()0,00U: -On the
other hand we imported from the United  States, West
Indies produce to the valug of $1,500,000, while our
exports to the  West Indies were nil.  New Brunswick
lowever, in the same year imported from the West Indies
to the value of 40,000/, and’" Nova Scotia to the amount
of 322,000/, —ip all, to the amount of say, $1,800,000—
A figure which shows how possible it is to carry on much
of our West India trade through the ageney of the sister
rovinees, T instance only these two articles of commerce
—~West Tndian goods :mdr breadstufts,  But there are
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other mediums of exchange between us. Nova Scotia has
coal,—we have none; and fuel, at least in Lower Canada,
we are told is becoming every day more scarce and dear:
Upper Canada exports flour, and imports West Indian
zoods—fish and coal ; we manufacture many articles which
~ the, Lower Provinces want, and they produce or can pro-
fitably procure us others which we require.  What then
“is wanting to our mutually benefiting each other ? 1
“answer—intercourse—association—union.  (Iear, hear.)
It is argued that no intercourse exists,” and, therefore,
that no commerce could exist.  Create the intercourse, and
you create the commerce.  Would the Reciprocity Treaty
" have been of any practical value to any portion of Canada,
if it were not for the canals and railways on our side” the
line, and the other?  There are the broad facts—a million
_ of consumers at our own doors—our own fellow-subjects—
with wants which we can supply, and commodities to ex.
change—yet they profit nothing from our vicinage, nor we -
by them. At this moment each of these Colonies is much .
more profitable td the United States than to Canada; we
have reciprocity with strangers, but none with our fellow.

subjects.  When 1 place the necessity for a general federa.

tion on commercial grounds in the first instance, I do not

_mean to say, Mr. Speaker, that a mere commercial union

without a central political power, could accomplish any

great things. 1 know there is the example of the Zollverein,

which, since 1838, has extended its cirelés from the Rhine
to the Russian frontier—over 40,000,000 of consuniers.

Where would the Zollverein be, without the sustaining and

directing power of Prussia® Wliere would any commercial. .
union be without a tariff-making and treaty-making power?
'he experience of the Hanse towns and the Italian Repub-
lies—the experience even of those separated Provinces is
full of instruction on this head. The territorial interests
~of New Brunswick were sacrificed in the Ashburton Tern-
tory, the ship-building interests of all our seaports were
sacrificed in the Reciprocity ‘I'reaty—the American coasting
trade has been lost to us, by the' indifference of Impetial

e i B
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statesmen—the interests of
been on the point of being given up to France within six
or seven years,  Can any one suppose that if we had a
central political power—strong enough to protect every
member of what My, Caming called *the Great " Britisly
Confederacy ” of North America~—such things could ever

Union as I am considering
our colonial representatiy
-~—which T believe no one

tion to the United States, (Hear, hear.)  Sir, we have
already advanced too far for dependencies, to halt iy our
march towards nationality., On what principles that nation-
“ality will ultimately reposc—whether on’ British or on
American principles—whether e are likely to become part
of a Northern Republic, flanked by Southern slavery, or a
- secundo-geniture in the royal family of England—1I do not
low mean to discuss. One “thing is: certain, we have

advanced, and must continue-to advance,  The law of our
youth is growth, the law of our growth js progress.  Now,
if to the next step, ave are to take, as well as those we have
* taken In 1774, 1791, and 1810, the consent of the Empire
is essential,” can we have that consent for a dissolution of
the Canadian Unionp 1. think not.  For a Canadian
' Fedcmtiou_,? Possibly. Tor 4 general federation, retain-
g the connection ? - It has been given over and over
again; Lord Grey, Sir Lytton Bulwer, Mr. Labouchere,—
almost every Colonial Sceretary of late years,—has declared-
it to be our own affair, with whi(:h:,thc metropolitan power
has no ‘desire to interfere unfavourably.  Nova Seotia is
ripé for it; New Brun;:.wick, as Iihad reason to believe
last year, during a visit"to that country, is not actively
adverse to it ; the political interest below Quebee will_he
inits favour ; and the commercial interest in England is
well disposed towards it. | hold jn my hand petitions
presented to the Imperial Parliament during the present
year by many of the leading houses of Liverpool and -
Ulisgow ; the Cunards, Gilmores, D\\unlops, Richardsons,

IS a necessary complement to
¢ system=—unless we look forward
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Newfoun"dl:m(l have ‘three times -

happen again ? My third - ground js, Sir, that such a-

m this Iouse does—to annexa.
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Gillespics,—names powerful alike on *Change and in the
‘reception room of the Chancellor of the Fxchequer. These

petitions not anly show that it is commercially, but politi-
cally, desirable to draw all these colonies close together.
The petitioners pray for an Imperial aid of 60,0007 a year
for seven ycars, to complete the 400 miles of railway which
would conneet Halifax with Quebee.  They point out that’
the defence of these colonies costs the Imperial Txchequer
420,000Z. per annum, which this road would in great part
supersede ; and every argument for the road tells equally
for the federation.  Lastly, Mr. Speaker, T have said that
the tendencies of our times are all in favour of such a
Union as I speak of, while the obstacles in our way are not
areater than have been often overecome by other separated
States and Provinces. It is true, we are of uncqual size,
with unequal resources, and ditferent degrees of indebted-
ness, but the local governments may harmonise all these
inequalitics.  We are of different religions; yet the two
great divisions of Christians—Catholics and Protestants—

" would be, as nearly as possible, balanced, in a union of all

the colonies. We arc a northern people, and must bea
commercial people; the bonds of interest would therefore
bind us.  We would have in our favour the river system

" of the North, from the mouth of the Gulf to the head of

Lake Superior.  We have not a tithe of the difficultics to
overcome which the fathers of the Swiss, Dutch, and
American Confederacies overcame. Difficulties indeed there

~ar¢, but none, Sir, in my humble judgment, which could

not be got over in an amicable Conference of the Colonies;
and as I once heard the hon. member from South Ontario

" (Mr. Mowatt) ask—* What are statesmen fit for, if not to

overcome difffeulties 2 - 1 cannot believe that any ot

" here has a vested interést in the continuance of our dis-

union. There may be those who imagine that such a plan
as I have sketched would prove fatal to their self-importance;
who, as is said—I think unjustly said—of Juling Ceesar,
«would rather be first in a village than second in Rome.”

“We can understand that there might be such persons, even
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in this House, hut T believe there are’ other members of
. the Canadijan Parliament endued with
better aspirations—men whe do not fear to mect i debate
all the talents of all ¢he Provinees; men, who would feel a
generous  satisfaction iy confronting the ablest of (lojy
fellow-subjects in amicable controversy.  For such men
the prospect of a broader ar m, and less manageable
- majorities, has no terrors ; they would weleome with cn-
thusiasm the dawning of the duy which was to enlarge our
horizon, and open before us new ficlds of labour ang of
“honour, (Hear, hear) [ conclude, Sir, as | began, by
entreating the House to believe that T have spoken witl-
out respect of persons, and wit), 4 sole single desive for he
nerease, prosperity, freedom, :m(lf honour of this Ingipicnt
Northern nation. "I call it o Northern nation—for sucl, it
must become if all of us do but do our duty to the Lust,
Men do not talk on this continent of changes wrought by
centuries, but of the events of yegrs. ™ Men do not vegctate
m this age as they did formerly, in one spot, occupying one
- position. Thought outruns flye steam car, and hope out-
flies the telegraph,  We Jive more in ten ycars in this cpq
than the patriarchs did jy a thousand, * 1) patriarcly
might outlive the palm-tree which was planted “to co-
memorate his birth, and yet nof, see so many wonders as
. we have witnessed since the Constitution we are now dis-
cussing was formed. What marvels Lave not beey wrought
m FEurope” and Ameri 2 from J§l~0 to - 1860 P—and whe )
can say the world—or oy oW, portion of it more pars
ticularly—is incapable of maint:, ning Gl the end of (he
century the ratio of the past progress P71, for one, cannot
Presume- to say so. [ ook o the future of ay adopted”
country with hope, though not without anxiety ; L see in
the not remote distance, one great nationality bound, like.
the shield of Achilles, by the blue riy, of ocean—I see it
(uartered into miany communities—cacl disposing of its -
internal affairs—bug g} bound together by free institutions,
~free infercourse, and-frec commerce; I see wishin the round
of that shield, thv/ﬁjaks of the Western wiountains anpd the

a wider vision and
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crests of the ]iustern_wav'c’s—-thc winding Assinaboine, the
five-fold lakes, the St. Lawrence, the Ottawa, the Saguenay,
the St. John, and the Basin of Minas—by all these flowing
waters, in all the valleys they fertilise, in all the cities they
visit in their courses, I sce a gencration of industriops,
contented, moral men, free in name and in fact,—men -
capable of maintaining, in peace and in war, a Constitution
worthy of such a country.  (The hon. gentleman resumed

Lis seat amidst loud and gencral applause.)

.

.
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Mg. MCGEE——SuIYvring from a severe cold,- as T am,
Mr. Speaker (which rendered it physically impossible for
me to be at the division Jast might), 1 shall not detain the
House' long stating my reasons for the vote I intend to
give. T wish distinetly to state, why, if I had been able to
have been here last night, 1 should have voted against "Mhe
proposition of Representation by Population, as introduced,
though agreeing in the Justice, and believing in the triumph
of the principle as applied to the composition of this Ilouse,
(lear, hear.) Since 1 have had a seat in this louse, 1

have always voted against that pro )osition mtroduced
fal )

singly and” alone, because I believe we ought to have no
fundamental change in this House, which was not to be
accompanied by some simultaneous check introduced into
other parts of the system.  (Hear, hear.y Do gentlemen,
- who advocate this principle for this House, propose to apply
it to the other House? T believe not.. But what effective
corrective will the other chamber, clective s it is, supply
against the change to be wrought in this?  Are you willing
to,go back and declare the other House constituted en
permanence—for hfe?. Are you willing to restore the
nominative power to the Crown, or leave it witly the district,
for which the fmember may deccase? Are you willing to
constitute thi other House o the principle of equality, if
.You have Jour. fair, popular representation in- this House,
which ofiginates the money bills?  These, gentlemen, are
considerations which must accompany the practical adop-
tion of Representation by Population, and though I blame
nobody for recording his vote for an abstract principle,
P . . . N
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your question will not be a practical one, till- you are pre-
pared to consider it with gll its pendants, conditions, and

~surroundings.  (Hear, hear.) 1 hope to see-a party—I
hope to see a government who will ,be so prepared to con-.
sider it,”pnd ‘to overhaul oyr whole constitutional system,
or rather no system, for at present we have none. At

* presemt, the Act of Union haungs in shreds and tatters on
the statute book'; 27 out of 62 clauses, with schedules. A
and B, having been superseded or repealed, by Imperial or
Provincial legislation:  (Hear, hear.) ‘Thirty-five clauses
—and these, except the twelfth, of little importanco—are
all that remain. It is a disgrace to the intelligence of the
House, of the country, and of the age we live m, that, such
a tattered garment should be all we have to clothe the
limbs of this young giant nation. (tlear, héar) This,
Mr. Speaker, is not a subject for heat—not a subjdct on
which it is seemlyoto talk of bloodshed, on one side or
the other.  The hon. member for Portneuf, afd the hon,
member for Laprairie, are ready to shed their blood -an
., resisting Representation by l’o\)nlmion;'whilc the hon.
- member for Peel is prepared to shed his blood to obtain it.
e"?l ought to congratulate the House on this inerease of the
ST martial spirit (laughter), but T prefer to lopk at the ques-
tion from a.genera) point of view, as one might look from
the summit of ih(f*, “Two Mountains™ upon the Ottawa
river, from which you can see both Upper -and Lower
Canada at once,  (Cheers.) )
Besides the consfilerations affecting the other House,
involved in.any other fundamental alterations in our own
organisation, there will,be the consideration of the relation”
which the Judiciary of Canada~are to sustain to™the other
departments of Government in the new system. In lng-
land, it was an ancient constitutional usage lor the Sovereign,
or both Houses) to submit querics on constitutional subjegts
to the Judges; but the legislative bodies have not hesitated
at {imes to vote the answers of the Judges “insuflicient,”
and to aflirm other principles, in resolutions or enactments
of thieir own, - In the United States, the Supreme Court
has always been an essential department of the Govern
' ) . . . .
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ment; if we are to frame constitutional changes- with 4
view to permanency, it will be, imperative on us to define
the relation of the Judges to the Legislature and ihe Ixe-
cutive.  Lastly, Mr, Speaker, the subject of constitutional
“changes involves another—our relations to the Imperial
Government, . While 1 utterly protest against the Imperial

Governmenbimposing a ready-made constitutiop upon us,
know very well that it is not possible, neither is it desjr.

ablg, that we should enter on the _admil'listmtiqln of an
improved system unt;] the Imperial Government have sanc. -

tioned - it, “(Hear, hear.) Do T think such a new system
as [ indicated would weaken or destroy the connectjor; with
Great Britain ? Everything of course would depend on jts
exceutory chief; but as ong who -believes that where cir-
cumstances are not forced, as much legal liberpy may be
enjoyed with an hereditary as with ay elective chief; as
one who has no y ejudices against q constitutional monarcly,
really founded u;k»n, and therefore subject to, the funds.
mental law; as one holding these general views, 1 should
be prepared to see the connection strengthened at ¢l side
by a vice-royalty, which should become 3 secundo geniture
in Her Majesty’s family, and give the possessor rank imme.
diately after he heir-apparent, (Hear, hear) ] throw
out this view with great deference, as g long-entertained
~idea, rather than a complete conviction ; but I throw it out
for the consideration of those who arc‘gr()lmdlossly alarined,
~that the very discussion of ednstitutional changes threatens
the connection, On thé contrary, it scems to me,"in the
adoption of g permanent and comprehensive system, the
mperia) bond, if so desircd on botlh sides,” might be im.,
bedded ayd preserved for ages.  (Hear, hear.)  Another
guarantee: of that description would be 4 Colonial repre.
_sentation in the Imperial Parliament ; a reform i the
metropolitan constitution, long forescen and foreshown by
many able men, both Britisl, and foreign, among whom T
may mention the naie of Iy, Francis Licher, in his ad-
mirable history of ““ Civi] Liberty and Self-Government,”
(Hear.) . But whatever may be the precise distribution of
Powers, T shall always mamtain, Mr, Speaker, that such g
. o . N2
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constitution should originate among ourselves (hear, hear) ;
that it should spring from the sensus communis of Canada,
and the other Provinces, if they coalesce; that it should 'be
the product of the best heads, both in and out of political
life, in these colonies; that it should not be imposed upon

“us as a mere Imperial edict by the Minister of the day in

Downing Street, though I cheerfully admit we must go to
Downing Strcet for its final sanction. (Cheers.) With

: %\gse guarantecs—an equality secured to territory in the
P

ver House—adbovye all, with the Imperial indorsement on
its Lack, it is necessary to suppose one of two things: before
we can dream of the violation of such a compact.  ither
Lower or Upper Canada should conspire in secret and
revolt, or the Imperial power should join one or other to
oppress one or the other, (Ilear, hear.) For your reli-
gious guarantée, gentlemen of Lower Canada, msert n
auch an instrument, so sanctioned, the very words-of the
apitulation of Quebee, and so long as you are a million
strong— 100,000 fighting men with the free use of arms—

-yow may laugh to scorn any violence to your institutions,

even if any one were mad enough and wicked enough to
attempt such violence,  (Cheers.) 1 submit, Mr. Speaker,
that I have indicated sufliciently my own objections to any
unconsidered and unqualified change, without taking up

“thie whole system and viewing it in all ifs parts. 1 am not

opposed—1 am’in favour of the representation of the tax-
paying many in this House, which votes and disposes of
those taxes; ‘but T am against piecemeal legislation; on the

frame of the Government itself.  If the old house will not

stand, let us take it down and crect a new one, according
to our enlarged means and inereased family.  But the word
dissolution— divoree—what the old Jurists called separatis-
mus—ought never to be heard in this House. (Hear, hear.) -
Another term of alwmost cqually evil import is that too
oftén heard in this debate, “my scction of the country.”

“We have nothing to do with sections here; we are the,

Commons of Canada.  Sir, perhaps 1 am in a too sanguine
mood of the trinmph of what 1 belicve to be the right
principles, but though they are thus wrangling for recog-

-~
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nition, there are three things T do not despair of : T do not
despair of the adoption of the principle of numbers as the
basis of representation in the popular branch of -the 'future
Parliament of Canada; I do not despair of this prineiple
- being engrafted in a new Constitutional Act, or Magna . -
. Charta, which shall be in great part framed by our leading
spirits, which Act shall be entirely assented to by the largo
majority of the people of Lower Canada; nor do T despair
of sceing under this generous, wise, and tolerant constity- "
tion, the admission, if not at the outsct, then at some future
day, of the other British Nortl, American Provincos. (Hear, -
hear.) 1 shall vote,” Sir, for both amendments, though |
much prefer that of my hon. friend, the member for Mon.
treal.  As, however, the amendment of the hon. member
for Cornwall does not pretend to lay down the “ Double
Majority ” as a rule or prineiple, but sinply declates it
“highly desirable,” with our present imperfect system, that .
the actual Government should not be carried on without g
“majority in both sections, I intend to vote for that also;
" no doubt it jg highly desirable while the present system
continues,” (Cheers.) :
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CONSTITUTIONAL DWFICULTIES BETWEEN

~UPPER AND LOWER CANADA.
House oF Assnmix,;, AT Queske, AprriL 171H, 1861:

Arter some introductory remarks, Mr, McGeg said :—
I proceed now to the general question—Shall we, or shall
we not, have ‘such constitutional changes as our*présent

. circumstances, our twenty ycars' expericnice of Responsible

Government, and a majority of our fellow-subjects, demand
at our hands? (Hear, hear.) The arguments addressed to
this' House in favour of maintaining things: as they are,
by the three Cabinet Ministers from Lower Canada having

scats in this House, and by several members, their parti-

sans, (who thay be called the, buttresses of the Administra-
tion joined to it and supporting it from without,) were
mainly three: 1. The example of Gteat Britain, of whose
institutions ours were said to be a transcript: 2. The
recent sad experience’of the United States—held up to us
forour warning : 3. The determination of French Canadians
never-to entertgin at any future time, near or distant, the
question of readjusting the popular representation in this
House. 1 think these three heads include all the argument

“or show of argument that was made on the other side,

and when 1 examine the two former—the American and
British precedents—I shall feel free to discuss the con-

sequeyees of the utterly. impracticable policy foreshadowed

in the ultimatum of “things as they are” for another ten
years. (llear, hear.) 1 deny, Sir, at« the outsct with the
member for South Ontario, that our system can be con-
sidered a transeript of the British Constitution,  Where is
the resemblance—not to say identity P England las three
« estates”—a Sovercign_and two Houses; and we have

-

it
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three  branches of Legislature, a- Governor and two
Chambers, - But France, and Prussia, and Belgium, and
the Umited States, have also two Chambers and an Fxecu-
tive, or Sovercign.  If we look below the surface we will
find that in the present distribution - of our powers, we |
depart almost as widely from the British system, in several
impurtmlt.purliculafs, as the United States, or some others
of the countries just named. 1In the Constitutional Act of
1791, and even i the Act of Union, the distribution of
powers was_css'entially different from what jt s now.
Then, the Goyernor-General had a judicial function as part
- of the Court, of Appeals—now he has no Judicial function ;-
then the Upper House was nominative and might have
been hereditary, now it js elective and cphemeral ; then
there was legal provision made for the maintenance of the
Church of England, now you have a Statute, ratified by an
Imperial Act, declaring it to be essential to abolish “the
very semblance of the connection  between Churely and
State.”  Without Judicial powers in your Executive,
without an ceclesiastical, Judicial, or hereditary clement in
your Upper House, where 'is the much-talked-of {ranscript
of the British Constitution? In the powers and functions
of this House, we might, indeed, find a close resemblance
to the composition of the British House of Commons, if it
were not for the 12th section of the Act of Union, which
is the real basis of {his House; the ‘clause decreeing
~equality of representation to the two former Proyvinces of
Upper and Lower Canada,  Ts it not this clause, by your
own showing, that gives a federative character to this
assembly ; and where, let me ask, can you show a federative
clause i the Reform Bill of 1832, in the Bill of Rights,
or the Acts of Union with Treland or Scotland—or in"any .
“other fundamental law of England, defining the charaeter
of their House of Commons?  No such provision exists,
and eonsequently. cach of our three  branches of the
Legislature “contains within it principles, or modifications
of principles, absolutely unknown to the British _ system,
(Hear, hear.)  'The British system, Mr. Spéuker, as a very
* eursory acquaintance with it history shows, was originally
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‘the kind.  In Canada we have been-obliged to extinguiish

.

constructed on the principle of a. domestic balance of

power, and although it has undergone important modifica-
tions, it has never wholly lost its original character. In
its first stages, the balance was between the Clergy and
Nobles- = the: spirituality and the temporality,” as they
were anciently called. A radical innovation was made by
the great partisan leader Simon de Montfort, now better
known as a soldier than a statesman, when he introduced
the representation of borough towns.  Before his day the
tenants holding in eapita, and by knights’ service in the
counties, looked with the same indifference on the claims
of the mere mechanies of the towns, that the hon. gentle

‘man does on the majority of ULq)cr' Canada; but” when

de Montfort’s reform began to take effect on the system,
especially after the Reformation had displaced the clerieal
cquipoise, the balance was formed by the town and country
party—and that continued to be the case till the Reform
Bill of 1882, and still, in part, continues.  In England this

- offsetting of interests and ¢lasses was possible, for the soil

of Eingland was held by feudal tenure, and so cirly as the
reign of the first Stuart, 8000 towns could be counted
within the kingdom. In England, as Romilly said of
India, “distinctions' of class are religiously preserved;”
in England there are estates of the Crown, of the Peerage,
and of the Commons; but in Canada we have nothing of

the only feudal tenure which remained on the Contiuent,
and to substitute for it, the tenure of *“free and com-
mon  soccage”’—the universal tenure of the British
American Colonies, a tenure fatal to the growth of
sustenance of a landed aristocracy. 1 freely admit, there-
fore, with all the hon. gentlemen who have made that
assertion, that the British system is not now.and never was °
founded on the basis of numbers alone; but at' the same
time 1 assert; we tever had a close copy of that system, and
that every year since the Union we have been departing,
under the pressure of circumstances, more and more from -
the general resemblance which our Constitutional Acts once
bore to that original.  But, Sir, I might go even farther

f

.
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~than this—T "might assert with truth,

that for the last half

cehtury and upwards, much of the best intellect of Kngland
has been devoted to equalising the representation of the

people in the Commons I

use of Parliament, What was

the method pursued by Earl Grey's administration when

they brought ‘in their Reform Bill in 18327 They em-

ployed Licut. Druminpn(l,
classify the towns and counti

an cxpert at caleulations, to.
es of England into five claSses

or schedules, in proportion to their population and taxation.

Lieut. Drummond’s decimal

tables were a main point of -

attack by the Disracli of that day—Mr.. John  Wilson

Croker. ~ Every advocate of
racy 3 and upon the bhasis of

the bill defended thejr accue
those caleulations the Reform

was carried, and the Representation still stands. Why
were St. Michael’s, and St. Mawes, Gatton, and Ol Sarum

disfranchised P W), were M

chised ?  Because the former were

latter were !)()pulous towns
stride towar

Lanchester-and Leeds enfran.
dispeopled, and_ the
; and was not that long

s the represenitation of members ? This is a

very slight sketeh of the history of the latest British re.

form : before, "however, 1 pass away from it, |

bvg to

observe, in answer to what fell from the o, Provineial -

Sceretary and other gentlemer

representation of Ireland in the lmiperial Parlj
] I

the Irish liberal or patriotic

L, who referred to the unequal

ament, that
party have nlwu.vs considered .

that -inequality a flagrant injustice. "The o, Sceretary
alluded to M. O’Connell on” this point, and was glad to

find that I consider
when he was living.  Sir, I
slightly in his latter days, and

ed him a greater authority now than .

had the honour to know him
the misfortune to ditfer from .

that illustrious man, to whose memory 1 may be permitted

to render the h(mmge of my

more mature judgment, |t

has been my lot, Sir, to have seen nmn{)and to have known

a few, a very few, historical ]

that, apart from the exaggeration of native patriotism, [
never approached a person who scemed more trul

ersons, but 1 can truly say

y de-

serving the title of “great™ than Mr. O'Connell.  When
consider Ins exclusively Gaelie origin, his provineial birth,
- his” proseribed eret » s forcign cducation; when I con-

-




186 - BRITISH-AMERICAN UNION,

“sider that the Inglish 'tonguo, destined to be his sole
arsenal, cquipinent, and resource, was neither the Tanguade
~of his childhood in Kerry, nor of his studies in France;
when 1 cousider all the foes he overcame within and with-
out; when I remember that he entered the Imperial Par-
liament ™ for the first, time at the age of 54 and the
position e made and held il the last in that fastidious
assembly ; 1 feel that T do not place him too highly, when
I claim that he should be ranked among the most original
politicians of moderii times,  (Hear, hear.) Well, Sir, on”
this very subject before us what was Mr. ’Connell’s stand-
ing complaint?—<"The county of Cork has 880,000 inhabi-
“tants, and (withfher boroughs) six members; the prinei-
ality of Wales has some 900,000 inhabitants, and yet
Vales has 29 members ! 1s this justice to Ireland, 1s this
a union which should be nph('l(f by . Irishmen ?” Such
were the arguments of that great popular léader, and such
was the doctrine of all the Irish hiberal party—a school to
which, in some things, though not in all tilings, I am as
proud to declare my adhesion to-day as 1 was in the carher
and more enthusiastic years of my hife. . (Hear, hear.)  The
recént sad experience of the United States has been fre.
quently held up to us as a warning agaipst extending the
power of the people in this* House, during this debate.
Every one of the gentlemen who so admonished us agsumed
one and the same case—the excess of the democratic
element in that constitution as the origin of its disruption.
. Mr. Speaker, I sympathise deeply with the proud and sen-
sitive American people, who, for the first time within living
memory, are doomed to hear their country spoken of m
accents of pity. 1 sympathise with them, and with human
nature -deeply concerned -in the issue of the American ex-
periment ; bnt 1 maintain that it is our duty the
“presence of such events as aré now unfortunately oceurring.
«in the United States, not to volunteer our testimony on
slight or insufficient grounds against man's capacity for
self-government in the New World” (hear, hear), not "to
attempt to wring a distorted moral, unfavourable to human
rights, from a hurried survey of the facts, (Hear, hear.)

¢
- . .
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Next to the people of the Free Statés, we ourselves possess
the largest powers of self-government wielded anywhere on

this continent, and we onght to be bailsmen with them for. -

our common libertics, derived from a common root, rather
than witnesses against them, (Cries of “hear, hear.”) But

“as the instance of the United States has been adduced, let
" me ask directly, does any one pretend to say that it was,

mainly or solely, throngh default of the Iouse of Repre-
sentatives, which is based strictly on Representation by
Population, that the Union fell P (Hear, hear) The Senate
is constructed on quite another basis,—on the basis of State
equality 5 yet every one knows that in the Senate the djs.
cussion mainly raged sinee dve carly days of Mr. Calhoun,
June, 1820, downwards éu%‘ Was in the Senate Webster
encountered Hayne, anc A glass,s Benton; and Seward,
Hunter; and it'was in the Senate, Sumner was stricken
down‘by brute force for his assaults on Slavery, (Hear,
hear.) 1t was not through the popular braneh, that the
core of the constitution was W()um,u(l beyond cure, if it has
been wonuded.  What then becomes of your argument,
apropos of nothing?  Oh! it was because the President’s
Cubinet did not sit in the House, and were not responsible
directly to the Legislature; that the system broke up ! .Well,
suppose we grant this other assumption, who proposes here
to lessen the responsibility of .our Ministers, or o exclude
them from this House ? No one.proposes anything of the
Kind; let us not evade the question under consideration,
by arguing against a proposition which is not before s,
[ we are to profit by American experience, it can only be
by taking into view all the recent facts of their political
history, the numerical increase of the slaves, the territorial
increase of the Southern States, the annexation of Texas,

the war with Mexico, the conquest’ of California, that fatal

success which has brought the trial of sudden riches, hard

tobe borne by man or nation, in its train. Then there were
other intérnal reasons  besides this  sudden overgrowth,

There was the States l(igllt doctrine of Mr! Calhoun and Vhisﬁ’

school, which taught the-seduétive theory to- Southern men’
that the essentials of sovereignty remained with the Stites,
; ) :

!
?
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“and never were ceded to the Union ; then there was a poli-

tical pulpit and an agitating clergy, confounding the

“Sabbath “with the week and theology with politics ; then

there was a brilliant but'reckless press ‘sneering daily at the
¢ Union-savers "—a press before whose arrows of ridicule,
barbed by wit but feathered by folly, the ancient’ sentiment
of vencration for the work of Washington and his colleagues
fell to the earth. (Hear, hear.) These influences—but
most of all the numerical increase of the slaves, the unjustly
acquired spoils of the Spanish-Americans—must  all be.
taken into the account when we presume to sit in judgment
on the events we have lived to witness at Washington ; and
we should be most careful not to overstate the case against
popular institutions, which our own resemble in structure
(thongh not in administration) quite as.ncarly as they re-
semble those of Great Britain.  (Hear, hear,) 1 come
now, Sir, after these excursions across the line and across
the occan, to_our own constitutional condition, the imme-
dinte subject of this debate. ~ Lintend to vote against the
consideration of this Bill, as 1 voted against similar Bills:
and resolutions when introduced by thé hon. members for

“Toronto, Lambton, and Victoria. L never will vote, as 1

never have voted, for the introduction of such a principle
into our system alone, unqualified, unchecked, unbalanced.
(Hear, hear)  Hon. gentlemen opposite have again in this
debale sncered at their own science, or what ought to be
their own science, constitutional checks, balances, and
guarantees,  Yet 1 ask them, or any of them, from their
confident leader downwards, to point me out a single con-
stitutional statesman or writer, Buropean or American, who
has ever been able to discuss this subject, or define this
system, without the cmployment of such terms. (Hear,
hear) 1 presume no one will dény that Lord Brougham
may be considered an authority ony the British Constitution,
nn({ Mr. Webster on the American.  Well, in what terms
do these distinguished men speak of their several systems?
Mr. Webster, in. his celebrated speech in reply to Hayne,
delivered in the Senate of the Unit,g‘(l States, in 18}50,
says :—“ 1 admit, Sir, that this Government 1s a Govern
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ment of checks and balances ; that js
“sentatives is a check on the- Senate, and the S
check on the House, and the President 18 & check on hoth,”
(Hear, hear.) TI'he "ond chapter “of the sccond volume of
- Lord” Braughum’s Political Philosophy,” “entitled « Of
- Balances and Chevks,” s devoted to prove that no.consti-
tutional system can exist without these conditions, perfect or
imperfect.  After referring to, .the constitutions of Athens
and Rome, he goes on to say girat “a much more striking
exemplification of the doctrine,” of checks and balances, -
“is to be found in the English Constitution.” ‘
some particular recent instances of this description, he pro-
ceeds to lay down the general rule in words, with which 1
shall trouble the House ;—¢ [y, all these_ instances,” says
Lord Brougham, “whether of contending parties or con-
flicting authoritics in the State, the different forces combine
to produce the result, the movement of the machine, Its
course is in the direction neither of the one force nor of
the other, but in a direction between those whicl, cither *
would separately have made it take.” As a body on which
two forces operate at the same time, in different but, not i
opposite directions, moves in the diagonal . between the
wo directions, so does the Legislature or the Government
of a country take the middle course between the two whicly
the different authorities of influences would make it take if
left to*itsclt, ~ 1t will depend upon ¢se DProportion of the
Jorces to each other, whether the dircetion taken shall iy
cline more to the one than to the other ; hut this affects not, -
the argument, the course js affected by cach, and. e in-
Jluence of eack prevails as 4 check on the other”” 1 dare to
~quote Mr. Webster even against so profound a sage as the
hon. member for Arthabaska (laughter) ; I venture (o quote
Lord  Brougham ‘against the  Hon, Attorney-General,
(Laughter.) = And by-and-by, Sir, 1 may hiwe to quote
Archdeacon Paley against the hon. and rev. member for
South  Lanark (laughter), “and M. Justice  Blackstong
against the lon. gentleman who  has Just sat down.
(Laughter.)  In one respect it is consistent enough in the -
~hon. gentleman to sneer gt “checks” and “balances,” in.
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of all 'qonstituti’mml'autho‘rit{, because their own

rules or forces,  They have been instrumental as principals

or asgistants in sweeping away 28 of the 62 cluises of the

Act of Union, and yet they plead the remaining fragment

- as an inviolable compact.  They have left our present, divi-
(] . B v o ¥ K
sion of powers between the two Houses, and the mternal

organisation of each House, at the haphazard. of a single

vote—ay absolute majority of one.  (Hear, hear.)

. Hon. Mr. CavenoN g No, noll S
Mr. McGee—If the hon. gentleman consults the Sta.

tutes he will find it as 1 say.—They created an clective

* Legislative Council, and they have never till ‘this day defined

its functions, so that no one cither in this House or in the
other can (l(-§<'ril)¢: its proper place in, the present~von.
trivance, which seryes us instead of a constitution,  Have
they not argued, iere, Jast night, and sealed their arguments
with their votes, that it is nob nv(‘cﬁsur.\' for an adviser of
the Crown to possess the contidence of the people? (Hear,
hear.) 1 can well understand why persons capable of such

{mblic conduct. shonld tind cheeks full of painful restraint,
alanees itksome in operation, and guarantees impossibly of
‘obsetvance.  When'l advocate a maore measured distinetion
of the powers of the Government, I advocate it not tor
them but for the peace of the country, the unity of all ats
inhabitants, and for the direction and protection of those
who myy l)(-,'tl].q..futurc rulers of the Provinee.  (Hear, =
hear.)  Though* T intend, Mr.. Speakery to yote against,
the introduction of the, Bill, T do not imvl;d fomeet ats ¢
many ablé and respectable advocates on this, side of the
House and onthe other with a flat dental, still less wath
odious comparisons and irritating: “taunts. ./ concede b
them: frankly that constitutional’ changes are wécessary, antl
must come sooner. or later.  But 1 go further; | believe
that such .changes should be made with a view to per-
manence, and " should embrace simultancougly the division:
of powers between this House and the othey, the lmits of
the Exéeutive ; "the -power, and real responsibility of
Ministers, and thr recognition of some judicial dribunal as

[
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:the final interpreter of . our constitutional compact ror 7 v
fundamental law. [ will endeavour to exhibiy my meaning,
as brietly as possible,” under the several -heads - of the
Executive, the “Upper House, Ministerial Respopsibility,
the Composition of this House, and the functiongof Final
Interpreter, under such. a reformed constitution ag I*am
‘prepared to disenss and to help forward, in commop with~
all who are convineed of its necessity, whether they come -
+ from Upper or Lower Canady.* Before T go into this
detatl, Mr, Speaker, it may ot be amigs to say another
~word or two on’ the general subject; the division of powers
and the system of checks, which Dr: Paley calls “ the first
Jmaxim of a free State,” and which Hlnckstkmv calls “a '
main preservative of the public liberty.”—The. same muy
be said to be the -all bt sunaimous. verdict of “all the
atthors whose works are: of authority on the subject of
S govérnment ; in faet, this doctrine of the distributign of
powers s as eardinal with constitutional writers as the
doctrine of the division of labour s with the cconomists,
(Heat, hear)  "To begin at the head, Are the duties and \
“powers of the Executive in any-of these North Ameriesn
colonies—or, for our present purposes,. speaking oply of
ourselvés—as well settled, as well understood, as indis. .~ *
putable, as the duties of the Sovereign are in Fngland ?—
Has not every Governor who has been here, since the
estubhishment of Responsible €iovernment; been accused of
SWlating that svsiem ? ‘(Hear,: hear.,) Has"not every re.
presentative of the Crown, during those twenty years, heen
acensed of transgressing lis. limits, and been hooted in’ the
strects of the seat of Government 2 as not the remedy of
electing our own Governors been advocated by muny influ-

<
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thought by others the only protection against the abuses
alleged against the representatives of the Crown in Canada v
(Hear, hear.)  Have there not been hints and murmurs
about a révewal of the seenes of I837.882 © Whenee the L
Feason? - Have all our Governors been to blame, orhas not = T
the indefinite nature of their powers been a main vause of all

. this unpopularity ? L The truth scems o e to Le that the
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Governors’ powers were settled by the Act of Union, and B

_unsettled by Mr. Baldwin's subsequent resolutions laying™
~down the doctrine of the- Executive Council’s responsibility

to this Chamber. Nothing can show more clearly the

'responsibility\ of the Governor as an Imperial office to the

Crown, and that of his Provincial advisers to this House,

- than the two contlicting dcs‘l)atchvs addressed on those sub.
jects to Lord Sydenham by

sord Johu Russell, in October,
1839. (1Tear.) Both despatches may be considered hostile to
thetheory of Respousible Ziov'c'rnnicnt, thoughin'very different
degrees, and it is equally certaju «from Lord Sydenham’s
memoirs and letters, that the Act of Union was framed in’
the same spirit of hostility.  Your first innovation that the
Act was to make the Governor subject, in the selection of

v

- this Council, to the majority of this House,—n salutary

innovation, 1 admit, but still no part of ‘the fundamental
law; aflirmed only by.a resolution of this House, and °
which a strong man, a vain man, or an irritable man,
holding the oftice, might and could cvade by shuilling
expedients, such as refusing one party a dissolution and
granting it to anpther;or by sanctioning such an evasion
of the independence of Parhament Act as was sanctioned
at Toronto, in July, 1868. Another innovation on the
Governor's powers 1 have already alluded to, when you
atruck him out of the composition of the Court of Appeals,
and left him no remnant of judicial authority, except the
pardoning power may be so considered. 1 do not com-
plain that our chief rulers appear on closer examination,
that they have still 2 ite enough for the efliciency of their
oftice; T do not complain-that their term of office is not
fixed ; but 1 do think it would he equally desirable for the
future incumbents of that high “office, as well as for their
councillors and the people of this country, that these powers
of the Excentive sh(_)uld'l)c, by common consent, defined

and established, so that the riotous discontents of the past

might never again disgrace our cities or our records.
(Hear, hear.)  For it seems to me that if you wish to give
"thie Sovereign's representative here a chance to be s
;populur us the Soverofgn’s sell in England, give his authb-
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ity its fuﬁ‘_lcgitim‘ate scope within the canstitation; let
. him know his place ; let us knoy it ; let the reople know it, - c
and then the experiments of the Metealfs and the Elging on
Canadian endurance, and the deplorable events they led lo,
will be impossible of repetition in the futinre.—(Crics of
hear.) 1 come now, Sir, to tlie composition of the Upper
House, and 1 repeat my former question; can any one in
this chamber or in that, tell me what the powers of oug
Senate are?  Can they vote confidence or want of con-
fidenice in the Ministry of the day P Can they alter or v
originate & money* bill?. We vote - the peo'pf:e’s_ takes, @
because, on the British maxim, we come from the people —
* because, as the hon. member for Arthabaska said the other ‘
night—<the Commons are on the floor -of this House,”
. But do they not also comesfrom the people?  Are they,
. tither ‘as persons or as an assembly, a privileged order ?
The only privileges. 1 know appertaining to them s, that
they are not subject to dissolution before their time, as we
are.  But does this indissolubility alone constitute them <
an cffective check on this House?  Does it establish any
Hther function in thew, than the faculty of inertia ? - 1s 1t L
anything better in itself, than a premium for indifference— | .
than a bonus on indolence?  Men of active mind going '
- into that Chamber may busy themselves” in amateur legisla- - . @
- tion for a session or-two, but. when they find they have no
real power, eitlfer with the Exceutive or with this House,
~they will soon grow weary, o '

e 1 Of dropping bucketa into cmpt} wells, e
And growing old in drawing nothing up,” ‘

- ©

 Sir, T would give the Upper House real importance by -
. giving Tt active duties; 1 would have it constituted on n . C
basis as unlike ours as possible; I would hate it the repre-
sentative of age, property, and all our conservajve in-
fluence; and T would besides make it the Court of Im.
. peachment, before which  all high  crimes against  the
Constitution should be tried. (Hear, hear.) ~ And this
mention of the word impeachment brings me, Mr. Speaker,
_ S e

. : _ o 4
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to another matter—our present notions of ministerial re-
sponsibility to_the -pcnp{c. We hear commonly a great
deal of ministérial responsibility to the people, that is, to-
this House; that a majority can always turn them out of .
oftice, and so forth. ' ' o
Attorney-General Macponatp—Is it not 0?

~Mr. McGee—Practically, where has been the proof of
such vaunted responsibility P (Uear, hear.) (iive a ministry
the power of augmenting the public debt at discretion, and
obtaining by the lavish cxpcndit\dre of the people’s money
a corrupt majority in this House, and they may defy, and
have defied, public opinion from .one general election ull
another ! Give them the power of retaiming their seats by
. o narrow majority, made up wholly of their own votes, and
wherd is the redponsibility ? We saw an instance Qf it last
night,  Convict one or all of them of a corrupt use of their
positiom as advisers of the Crown—they resign, and where
“1s the responsibility? Q1 true, you may cite them before
a court of justice; you or L, or any private citizen may.
That was the retort to the churgés concerning the Sarnia
land sale; that was the course u!n’i(cn by Mr. M‘Donnell, a
citizen of Toronto, after the double shuflle,  But 1 main.
tain that, according to all conSlitutinnula,prv(:cdclgi, an
~offence against the State ought to be prosecuted by dnd in
behalf of the State; that the high crimitinls ought to be'
tried before one of the bodies-of the magistracy, who par-
take both of legislative, and in that respect, of judicial
“functiona; and 1 go farther, and assert that there never
has been n ‘salutary form of constitution which- did not
provide for the public punishment, on behalf of the State,
of corrupt ministeys and other executive officers,  In" Fng-
Igml not only the ordinary advisers of the Crdwn are subject
to such impeachent, but the Lord Chaneellor may be im-
peached for attaching, the great seal to an Agnominious
treaty ; an Admiral.may be impeached for neglecting the
defence of thie narrow seas; an Ambassador. for having
Betrayed ‘g trust; a Judge for receiving a bribe, or a
Privy Councillor for propounding perniciony advice to his
Sovereigh. No-portion of their history is better known to

4 o0 o
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English politicians than theijr “State Trials,”” and though . -
-~ tilnes has called for few -
that the block “and the
x¢ have not been removed from the ramparts’
of the Constitution. Those wiho are for ever asserting that
our systemn is a- ' the British ought to know
‘that, 1 this importaut particular, the copy has not been
. “truly made; that this House cannot arraign, nor the. other
House hear, nor the Judges act as assessors, nor the
Governor-General preside at the trial of any guilty minister
or peccant judge in this l!)ro'vincc;\ that in oftice you cannot -
reach them; that out of oflice you cannot pursue them ; -
that we stand before the world in the anomalous position
of having provided ample penaltjes for every breach of
trust which is a public wrong, exlept the very highest of
alleTor which we have Ro penalty nﬁ no-ribunal.  (Hear,
/IHca(r') The thief who puts his hand into his master's )]
is rightly punished ; but the thief who thrusts his arm (o
- the elbow into the public Treasury « resigns,” to re-appear,
after a season, on the pul)lic.stu ¢, or to enjoy unmolested o
his ease and dignity. * (Hear, %wur.) ‘Sir—and 1 must
beg the forbearance of the House a littlc‘luugvr, wigle |
discuss the constitution of this House-= [ have always \)vvn
of opinion—in Ireland; in' the United States,,in Canada—
that the popular branch of every lvgislzitive-"bo(ly should
fully represent the numbers of the population, - (Hear,
hear.) 1 for one am not frightened at the - bughear of
universal suffrage, though I am well content with our pre. -
sent standard, which' may be termed wniversal suffrage. for
married men,  If the population of Upper Canada should
be shown by the census to be 250,000 more than. that of
Lower Canada, and notwithstmnlmgﬁull the arrangements
-made under Various pressires and pretexts at  (he Union,”
these quarter of a mllion out of two millions and a half=
one-tenth of our total- tumbers—demand an increased re.
Presentation on this tfoor, in my- humble opimion the wily
to meet such a demand is.not by a flat denial, but by an
alternative proposition, to which both seetions may in the
end be reconciled.  Can any such proposition be made by
St ‘ ‘ - ~ 02 .
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Tower Canada?  (Hear.) That is the great quesjion which
the bill before the House calls on us to revolve within our-
gelves, “I'hie Premier says “No,” and menaces us with a
* war of race. The hon. member for Montmorenci refuses
oven to debate it—moves “the six months’ hoist.” . My
hon. friends from Montreal and Iberville, and 1 hope 1
way add my hon. friend from St. Hyacinthe, do not despair
of a remedy; they are at all events quite willing to ]qur
other opinions and to offer their own’ when the question
comes up in a ‘practical shape. 1 agree with those who -
hold that we can find an alternative proposition other than
by repealing the Union, which would be a release but no
'rvmt;(‘y. And 1 will put a Supp()sititious‘(rnso to those hon.
gentlemen who deny  the possibility of establishing any.
eflicient checks aganst oppr-e on.in our cireumstancos
1t is this:—Suppose you had guarantces for the fullest
religious and. civil freedom in your fundamental law, {ramed
= by yourselves, and ratified by Her Majesty for herselfl and
her successors | Suppose you had a guarantee in the com-
position of the Upper House; suppose you had a power of
final interpretation in. cases of doubt arising under the
constitution, composed of an equal nuuber of the judges
of Upper and Lower Canada; would all these guarantees,
involving the good faith of the Sovereign and of her repre..
- gentative, the good faith of the Upper House, and the high
Judiciary,#~would all these content you ?
“ Hon. Mr. Cauciion—No, ‘
~ Mr. McGee—L1 believe there is but one voice in this
House says, “ No.”  Such guarantees could be had both
from Lngland and from Upper Canadn ; the interests of
“the Empire, the interests of the public creditor, the interests
ool Upf)c‘r Canada herself, would all be favourable to such a
settlement, and if Lower Canada is wise in season she will
neither despise such terms nor insult those who respectfully
_submit thgm for her consideration.  To those who threaten
a war of race, 1 say solemnly—Beware 1 (1 ar, hear.)  We
have pretty well extinguished the war' of creeds, and we are
not likely to permit ourselves, 1 hope, to be eimbattled, hike
the Kuights of Rhodes, by languages and nationahties.”
) . . \
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What must we think of the sanity, not to say the wisdom, , |
-« of any minister who could utter such g menace against the - |
- English-speaking population, two-thirds of*the whole people
of this dependency of England 2, That. English-speaking
population is a slow match, as hird to kindle as to extin.
- guish, and to-those who address it i the lapguage of . E
" menace, I say again—Beware I (Hear, hear.)  Far better o
~ and worthier of the hon. gentleman’s pogsition would it be .
~to avail himself of his miajority to propose an alternative to | .
the people of Upper Canada than to force,them into one '
united phalanx, as his devoted follower for the last seven . . /
ears, the member for Durhawm, told him thé other mght i
fl(‘, would do.- “A time of peace 13 the time for reforms,” . .
says a great political authority, and. it will be far casier to .
adjust our mutual difficulties now, than to lét the old con. N |
stitution run on into downright political bankruptey. Docs
the hon. gentlean suppose that, by postponing the day of
reckoning, he can diminish the demands on -either side, or R
lessen the pangs of concession on either P s his best pre. N
- parative: for a friendly settlement to be found in a long
cherished previous hostility P Will his own uscfulness ag |
a pacificator be improved by his haughty tone in the pre- R
sent debate P—Iar from it. (Hear, hear,)  He may win B
the. applause of the unthinking ; he may strengthen him-: - "
self by such language with a section or g faction, but he - '
nevet can become, by indulging in that spirit, a statesman :
for the whole country, (Cheers.) . Another word only 1 -
will add—to every man who values our provincial union,, - .
eace, and prosperity—and that is, that there is no time . - - 5
]ikc the present in which to enter on the great, good work | - -
+ of constitutional amendment.” T those who would attract ._
new strength from abroad; to those_who would contrast - - Ui

L]

our stability with America's agitation ; to"those who desire
the principles of constitutional monarchy, to have a fair - !
trial ‘in this new field; to' those cooler spirits who look . "
beyond the hour, and know a duty in the distance as well ot
as when they can. touch it with their right hands, —to al|

- and every one of these classes [ say use your time, and

" correet by sthe high light of experience the errors and t
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aberrations of your constitution. Let such as have faith
in a war of creeds; let such as have faith in a war of races,
take, their stand—the sooner the better; but let all just--
men who have seen and felt the derangenient of our whole
existing system, who have thought and co ]\)M‘L‘(l thoughts
as to the remedies to be applied;; let them be but true to
_themselves and their convictions, and T am persuaded a

. solugion will yet be found satisfactory to all reasonable men.

both in Upper and Lower Canada. — (Loud cheers.)

) . . ) - .
,
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- CANADIAN DEFENCES,

Housg op AsskunLy, QukBke, Maron 27tH, 1862, A Derrvern AbbRriss
IN REPLY TO THE SPREcH .¥ROM TR TuKONE HAVING DEEN MOVED,

" Mgr. McGee addressed Mr., Speaker as follows ;— A

speeeh from the Throne may be open to ‘criticism for what
it omits, as well as for what it contains, and | cannot, for
my own part, avoid saying that I -think the gratifying
results of the late decennial Census, and the subject of
emigration and the settlement of the country, ought to
have been referred to.  The Census is an event of rare
occurrence ; it is an net of the highest importance ; its
“results stated in the Royal Speech would have circulated
farther and with higher authenticity than when put forward
in any other manner, | think, therefore, it should have
been referred to, and that the subject. of Fmigration was
also, just at this period, of such importance as not.«to have
been oniitted.  "The leading English journal lately uttered
a seutiment on this head with which 1 entirely concur,
when it said that if our statesmen were worthy of their

position, “ Awmerica’s difliculty might be made Canada’s®

opportunity.”  No other subject has occupied a larger

space in the provincial press—the press of all parties —than-

this of emigration, and the hands of our provincial agents
abroad would have been much strengthened by such an
~authority,  We have only to hope that during the session
it may command more attention in this House than it has
done from the framers of the Speeeh from the Throune.
(Hear, hear) Of the first -sentences, Mr. Speaker—1
mean the very proper reference to the late Prince Consort
in the Speech—there has not been, and there could not be,
any difference of opinion in this House. Al parties are

~
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" equally agreed in Canada, that the world has lost a finished
man in the Prince Consort—a man whose” memory is less
to be honoured for his good fortune and alliances than for
his provident uge of his time, the clevation of his tastes, -
and the (-unspiious example of his private life, v those
sentences we all c()r(liully‘sul)sc'ribt:, and we are all indebted
to His Excelleney for having given us an opportunity of
joining with him’in the just and feeling tribute he has paid”
to the character of “the deceased Prinee. Immediatel
following this allusion to Prince Albert there is a purugmp{;
on ‘which 1 propose, Mr, Speaker, tq make some observa-
tions to the House, coupling it, however, with the last
paragraph specially addressed to this House—1 mean that
concerning  our” Colonial defencék, The first mentioned
paragraph alludes to Her Majesty’s gracious recognition of
the attachment exhibited by all classes m this Province, in
+ the: late cmergeney,® towards the mother country, and L
feel: that it' is no forced march to take up in conneetion
with that passage the relative one_of how far this Lrovince
ought -to Honk_ to the metropolitan power for its external
detence, or for any species of military wrotection whatever.
~(ltear, hear.) 1 must say, Sir, with ull deference, but with
all emphasis, that we in Canada cannot but think that the
time c{mscn by the anti-Colonial party in England for the -
declaration of their prineiples, execedingly ill_chosen, and
the manner of some among them exceedingly injurious to .
Canadian fecling.  1f they were really the people of ling-
land—if they were likely to direct at any future day the
- Government of England,—it would be imcumbent on us
here, without the loss of a single day, to look around us, in
“gearch of ‘some new state of political existence. | What,
Sir! when all ranks and classés with us have been viving
. with cach other as to who should do most to give volunteer
defenders to the country, was this a time to read us an
cconomical leeture on the burthensome - nature of our.
“allegiance to the Lmpiré?  Was this a time to have it
proclaimed in Washington by the authority of the Lmperial

’ . ® The affuir of tho Trent. .
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Parliament, that that supreme assembly considered us too
dear a bargain at 2,000,000/, a-year, - (Hear, hear.) It is
“undeniable, L suppose, Mr. Speaker, that we are indebted

for this rebuff, and the Americans for this gratification, to
that school of cconomists who bring every subject of - Go-
vernment to the infallible test of pounds, shillings, and
pence.” With that school it is, perhaps, presumptuous to
reason, but this I venture to assert, that if their doctrine of
utting every . Fnperial relation in the scales. of a cash

Lalance slmuiyd' ever prevail, the British Empire will be year
its_end, not only in North America,’but in the British
Lilands.  (Hear, hear) “These gentl®en of Bngland

argue that this country is-ho commercial benefit to England,
becayse it is of no apparent profit to her.  But supposing

eveTi this“argument to be unanswerably true—though I am

far from allowing it to be so—are there no relations any

longer profitable” or desirable between the mother country

and her colonies but commercial relations?  Are there no

political ties? Are there no military advantages as well as

disadvantages attached to colonies? 1 am mot competent

to judge’whether the military conveniences or inconveniences

of holding Caniada as a base of North Awmerican operations

may preponderate in the minds of British military men,

but it is clear so far that they have not pronounced against

retaiffing the military power on-our éoi,. It is *so far an

outery of civilians and politicians, and it may therefore be

auswered by other civilians,  Now it scems to me, Sir, that

both in England and with us much confusion atises from

substituting England, or “the mother country,” for the

Empire at large, in certain stages of the argument, and
“dpping that substitution at other stages.  Thus we hear
people talk of the Empire and the Colonics, as if the,
- Colonies were something apart, exclusive, external to Em- -
pire. This is an cvident fallacy ; we, here in Quebee, are
at this moment as’ strictly an Linperial city as London or
Dublin.  Her Majesty's subject Jn Windsor, Canada West,
stands as near to [Her Majesty, olitically, as Her Majesty’s
subject in Windsor, County of Berkshire.  (Cheers.)™ The:
reeiprocal duties of subject and Sovereign are not attenuated

Jp—
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by distance, -but, on the contrary, are oftener enhanced,
since they are, cherished against the relaxing influenee of
such distance. Those who talk, therefore, of it being ua-’
. reasonable to expeet the Empire to defend Canada, forget
-, that Canada s itself the Empire in North America. | 'The
‘Empire, commonly called Bntish, is an Asiatic Fmnpire in
virtue of India, au Australian Empire in virtue of 'Aus. ..
tralia, an African Empire in virtue of the Cape and other
possessions 5 and it is an American Empire still, in virtue
of our sister I'royinces and ourselves.  Is it the will and
> wish of the English in England to Jiave na longer fellow-
gubjects in North America?  For it must-come to that
—whenever the Empire in Canada is not to be defended by
all the vigilance and all the resources of the entire Fmpire,
~ whenever its existence comes to be considered in - the
~ metropolis as something separate and apard from their own
existence,  If that undesirable change should come to pass, -
future British Ministers at Washington will be much less
harassed with work tlian Lord Lyons, because they will b -
much less influential ; they will fuwc fewer cares, {mt they
will also "have a lower sphere of action.  Why are Her
Majesty’s representatives on the Potomac facile princeps
of all the (lilh(mmtic body? Why is the British Minister, -
next to the President, the second power at Washington?
Not alone beeause of England's greatness proper to herself, -
but because he alone represents a North American power—
it we except -the Russian representatives of the Cuar's
provinces in the North Pacific, which certainly give a pro-
portionate influence to Russin.  1f Lord Lyons could re-
view Mr. Seward, with his hand resting on the breach of -
"the :Armstrong gun that thrills this whole, region from tho
Citadel, he could not more visibly and personally have
Canada and Quebec at his back than he has already in the
‘mind's eye of the statesman of the Federal Union. (Cheers.) -
No, Mr. Speaker; directly the commerce of Canada may no
longer be an object to the manufacturers, but indirectly,
and politically, every English relation with cvery part of
America must already (lf(-,pcml materially on  the fact,
whether or not the Crown of England is still one of the

'
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largest proprictors on this continent. I object, therefore,
not only to the confused ‘way in which the terms Empire
- and Colony are bandied about, but 1'also object to the time
chosen by the anti-colonial party in England for raising
the question of what we are - worth to the rest- of the

‘Lmpire. - And T hope, Sir, that from every side, of this

House, from every person of influence within' these wal
_ministerialist ag weﬁ as_oppositionist, that one unanimon
protest will go forth in ghis discussion against the_tipfe
chosen by the anti-colonial party in Lngland, for rasing
such an issue with Canada. (l{car, hear.)  With a' new
state of facts all over North America—with half a million

,
beforc us of the employment of secret agents of the United

- States in Canada—was this a time to cust g damper upen
‘the ardour of Colonial loyalty, and to give a. new hope
of spoliation to our irritated neighboirs P Mr. Speaker, a
former residence of some years in the United States has given
me, 1 presume to say, some insight into the American cha.
mcter, and consulting that knowledge 1 do not lesitate to-
declare that in my opinion we are not yet finally done with
the American (lilhcu{ty. Formerly you had to do with thé
example and opinions of their democracy, but let Canadians
never forget'for ono hour, that they have now to do with
democracy armed and insolent—with democracy in square
and column, with a sword by its side and a bitfer humilia..
tion in its heart. (Ilcar, hear.) It is possible, 1 wish I
couldN\eay it is probable, that thé cvil may” cure itsclf
througll internal purgation; but Canadian vigilance must
slecp 19 more cxeept upon its arms, W have burst into a
new era—the haleyon has fled to other climes and latitudes

- men under arms, in our near neighbourhood ; with cvidence -

=the storm and peril are daily visible in our horizon; I ..
have no fears for Canada, in the presence even of such a .

phenomenon as a victorious democratic acmy, for I believe,

after all, the other and clder members of the: Bmpire will

stand cordially by us in our day_of danget’  But they

must be prepared to do so, in some fair Froport_ion to their

relative strength and wealth as compared with ours, and in
proportion to the strength and wealth of the enemy opyj osed

/
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tous. This is no Cape Colony—this is no, Canterbury

- Maoris nor Cafires. It is not against semi-savages, armed
only with laneds or small arms, «that we must keep our’
fronticr, and the frontier of the kim sire, but against a, people
ag.well armed; as enterprising, an(‘ fefl times as numerous .
as ourselves. -
cheerfully, and to, the utmost extent of our young resourees ;
but 1 say-still, that“our, share must ke proportionate to that -
of the Empire. . (Hear, hear.) To ask us to be the prin-

cipals in our own defence—in our present.stag of develop., -

" ment—with our six or seven inhabitants to the square mle
~ =~with our three against twenty-five millions—1is to ask a
~ - downtight impossibility. The proportion‘ we should. bear
to the Laupire may, perhaps, be indicated by our mutual
-~ symbols of the hion and the Beaver. There.is great dig-
. parity between those creatures; the beaver, 1t is true, can -
work in land and water, and the beaver has worked wonderg
~.in the wilderness. But the lion must bear the lion’s share)
» if he would continue lord of the -forest” he nust be some- .
“times felt—at least his formidable points must be visible to-
the eye of every American emissary. ‘To drop all metaphor,
Mr. Spéaker, and speaking only for- myself, 1" geclare my
| i any proper project for putting -

A

re

- perfect readiness to entertal
~ aur Canadian Militia on a thoroughly elfective footmg, as
sugpested in His Excelleuey’s speech, but 1 cannot tor a
moment entertain—and 1 do-not believe any party 4n ths

House or country can entertain—the mjurious proposition
“Mately affirmed by the House of  Comumons,- which, as
“amended by Mr.- Baxter, clearly intimates that we aré here.
“after to rely invariably and mainly on ourselves, and only

incidentally” on the ‘rest of tite Empire for the common
“defence.  (Hear, hear)  On this point 1 trust the whole
House can be unanimous @ one man. ” Not to ‘distyrb that
‘unapimity in any quarter 1 pass over gome other topies ofs
the Speech at present. | fo me we ought to have

It scems
an’carly and empliatic expression o opinion on this para.
mdunt question of colonial” defenge, and lawould not have
truublé(f the House at all “iqf-gln_y but from a strong sense of

.

settlement—and our American neighbours are - neither

I admit we must do dur share—wilhingly,

E
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what is due to my own ‘constituents, and the country at
large.  (Cheers)) " “In the course of the debate thefe are
~“other topigs to which I should wish to.speak, but just at
©present they all dwindle liﬁo nsignificance !

In_comparison

views - respectfully before the ‘House and
(Loud cheers.)* Lo -

'
0

“the country.
IS . - R

* .

® As the above speech is, but one of a series on the s'ubject,\Nxe only
record of which, during the Semsion of 1863, is found_in the condense]
summary of the Quebeg Morniny Chronide, it is
ing additivnal verarks, from another point of view, made in the debate uf
; the 20th August, 1863, **He (Mr. McUee) went on
facts, the,great danger which wight at any mowment come upon the country
from an aggressive _m{)velmelv on the part of the Northern States.  He
reminded the House that pe, UG one, was no enemy of the North; that, on

v the contrary, he was friepdly towards the N
South, ingymuch as he ‘believed the Wast
legitimate lovermueut_nfvthécount.ry ; but tzem Wad no use in emdeavouring

to hide from ourselves the fact that there as.a strongly hostile feeling in

- the minds of a portion of the American people towards everything Rrinfh
T and everything Canadian. ~ He had 1o doub, RAY, more, ln?« certaln
“that thos¢ who ‘were at.the head of affairs in the United "States we
desirous of avaiding A war with Eogland, and -fully realised the

orth in thyir struggle with the

dreadiul

-foryotten that political demagogues might, in a mautejt of puimml excite-
ment, at a P'residential election for inatance, bring about a atAte of things
which would plunge us into an armed cohitest.
8 proof of this kindpf danger, to refer to the case 8
the public ovatins swhich were nccorded to Commcgore Wilks, who was
lignised and fited, werely because he had fired 3 shot acrgss the bows of a
o Btitish veasel 7 and there was ud saying when suine other buoisterous blie-
- “jacket might not, by a similsr act, put an eud to the, peacetul relations st
present existing between Bngland
¢+, W the extensive armament &g oo along the American gide of ,oyr frun-
tier ~aa for instance the erection of' a vast fort and barracky near Rouse's
Puint, the strengiheniog of the works at Yiagara, and the fort at Mackinaw;
and quoted the speeches-and state papers of the late Mr. Webster and other
" leadg American statesinen to show that the invasion of Canada by way of
Rouse's Point was a mvouwmme with man} of their leading public
cmen; and that the absorgfion .of the whule
Republic was thé darljug object of their ruling
" MeUee dwelt on the willinguess which the mother-country had show, in
the hour of danger, to detend her British Nortt American possesdions. But
while i was well known that Kugland would s}
last ahillisig in defence of her Colonies, if the
- really desirous of maintaining the conncetion, — at the Aame time' 1t was,,
incumbent upon Canadiaus to provide to the fullest extent ¢f their means
for their vwa protection against insult aud aggiession. ™ |
. . . . i

publie. 'In conclusion, Mr,

lattee showed thiat they were

hington Guversment to be the -

" consequences whi'h such a coutest would wmvolve ¢ but it should not be

and Amer i%&\. " Mr Metee then referred
)

continent by the- American

wend her last man aod her .

N PARLIAMENT. - . 205

with this, on which 1 have endeavoured “to lay my own

preper to add the follow. -

W show, from actual -

"It was only necessaty, as -
of the Trent, and look at -

.
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_ REPRESENTATION BY POPULATION.

Housk or }}ssunu, Quesxo, APRiL ler, 1862,

Mg. McGeEs—Whenever there was a hair to split the

hou. memberA(Mr. Dunkin) never failed to have s razor -
~ at hand. _(l,mlghter.z But such’ was not the spirt in-

which a grave reality hike thl\}; ought to be dealt with, and
any man who could descend/to_sophistry in such circum.
~ stances, was wholly misplaced in this House. (Hear, hear.)
Al that he had ever read or heard of state-craft went to
" show- that when a question had taken strong hold on a

large population, that' when 1t l'fad become one of the poli- .

tical realities, it was ho longer met with a flat negative,
but with an alternative proposition. By a reasonable
alternative one part of a party, the moderate part, was cer-
tain to be satisfied, and so the combination was at an end.

“(Hear, hear.) ~Such an alternative would not- satisty -

extremists, but it would take from them the alliance of
those who gave their extreme demands weight.  1t"could

not be pretended any longer, with the two votes of this -

week on record, that the demand for this change came
~from any one side of the House, or from mere agitators,

-when they had around them such advocates of it as the-

= meniber for Welland (Mr. Street), the member for West

Brant (Mr. Ryerson), and the able lawyers who had spoken .

“and voted for it (the Messrs. Cameron). (Hear, licar.)

As a member for Montreal, a neutral ground, and a cosmo-

polit:uf community if there was one in the Provinee, he
(Mr. McGee) appealed to his honourable friend (Mr. Rose),
as a joint rvyr('scntutivc of that city, to be true to the
growing public opinion of that great city, which was in

" favour of an amicable, rational settlement of this question.

L

. . v



It was not considered an

Montreal,
" sented ; a
" trammeled

they remai

" "Now the rural popul

* the urban

filled the.’

taxed. (Hear.,)

would be,
concession,

(Cheers,)

tent to ha

| Canada counties, hay
inhabitants, had elg

(Hear, -hea

Middjesex,
inhabitants,
Bruce, with

tation] Tt may be asked wh
once disturb the existing limitation P
answer that concession could only st

ani] glcw]up

© numerous §’houl«[ have

hon. member who had Jast sat down,
Stability, Why, Sir, what folly this

England, in

‘hear.) W

" from the ho
knife was dr

divide the liberal interest of that city

four hours »

of Montreal, against that wes

a

[ T
A, - o

v

“that Jhumbers shoul
i he hoped, now his honourable frie

it unrepresented in that House ? . (Hear, hear.)
population—=the country made the
I'reasury, and should be heard where they were

Aud heard they might . be assured they
and the longer they resisted the minimum of
the higher would, fise the marimum of demand:

‘He much mistoolg the character of 'tl‘lc 90,000 -
people of Huron and Bruce, for exa

mple, if-they Werg, con.
ve but one representative, while eight Lower

ing in the aggregate only 90,000
ht members-on the tloor of that House.

r.) Nor was the- inequality contined to con.
trasts between Upiwr and LoWer Canada,

The counties of
Oxforc
had two members each, wiyle Huron and
twice the number, had but lalf the represen-
cre will concession stop if 'we
* To that he wolld
op with our. growti
ment, and that cvery new tommunity suflicient)
spoke of England’s
il We are, as to
the Heptarehy stage of our existence. (Hear,

carned o such sentiment about immutabnlity

wurable gentleman for Montreal Fast when the

it througttthe map of Montreal in‘order to

. When in twenty.
petition came down, signed by 3,000 citizens
usure, there was no such pro-

]
[

~

ndment. * (Hear,
in Upper Canada_ were -
size of Montreal or
Lake Huron, could

ation were as valuable to provinces as
town—they.-

» and Ontario, with little over 40,000

4 representative of its own, The .
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.

lirlrehsblx;xble principle in
1 be proportionately repre.

nd was un-
-by “office, he would be true to his _better -
instinets, and vote for this reasonable ame

hear.) It the 285,000 excess ‘
grouped in two or three great cities, the
Quebee, but situatdd on Lake Krie or.
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test on the ground of stability then. (‘lcar, hear.) ; Turon -
and - Bryce would not be put off by the plea of stabiliy.
But he might be asked what guarantée will you give to
Lower €anada if new eastern counties come to knock at our
~ doors year ‘after year? (lear, hear.) His answer was,
Lowe Canada -had her Imperial guarantee—she had her
“guarantee of numbers, her own brave blood, and the free-
man's Yinal. guarantee—the right to carry arms:  (Hear,
hear.) \But in addition there was another guarantee he”
would allude to—he would say to the gentlemen of Lower .
(‘:n’:ula—x:ttlc up your country ! 1If the sanie pains had .
bean taken the last ten years to settle Lower Canada,
that had been taken in Upper Canada,”thé disparity “of
representgtion would be now on the other side. (|{car,»
hgar,) He must speak plainl , but not disrespectfully,
when he said that such pams \{;:ul_nnt been -taken.- The
Rritish and German emigration was-allowed to pass through
: ll"ow-vr Canada as f{ there was ny habitable land either to
t‘(h‘ir right hand or_to their lef\: ~Now, thet had Sir |
William Logan’s ()};illi()ll, and the Han, Mr. Cauchon's
\licial report of 1856, that there was more habitable land
now unsettled in Lower than in {pper Canada.  (Hear,
 hear)” [Mr. McGee here read a qu tation from Horr. Mr.
’ ‘;(‘ mu‘hun"s'Rvpurt of 1856, slu)'wn\g\ that there was room
“[«nough in the St. Maurice region for eleven millions of-
.people.] - Yet nothing had been done to apen up that
country, and the Three Rivers Inquirer of the 2ath mstant
_![smtcd, thut 1t was said to be, beeausg “the Hono Mr.
U Tureotte was -()prcd to the settlement of old ‘country
“Temigrants, ot the appointment of an_agent at Three Rivers.” .
[(Hear, hear.))  But the fact was undoubted—the emigrant

. . W >
'was, not retained in this section of the country. - (Hear,

hear.) . o o \ \
i ] . . / .
| Hon. Mt. Sicorre.— Where wil} we go to? .
VT 2} e . L L ) ]
L Mr. MeGek—There 48 room\though for all, - (Cheers)

‘ R . .. . \ . \ NI N
The population of this country will count by millions before
itd frontiers give way from repletion..  (Cheers. And what'
' ){us been the consequence sof squandering the Jolonigation

i . . » - . "
Fund of Lower Canada on.parish improvemd R \\lhc

N
N
\\\
\ oS
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~obstacles hat kept ont the f()rvignor kept out the native,
- and seny/the surplus Canadians of the ol parishes across
the lipé.  This was the penalty of - obstruction and exclu.
siv())zss&whnt wonld have served the stringer 'wonld have’
preserved the son of the soil — bt b()th sitffered together by
this stolid indifference o the settlement of Lower (‘anada,
© Were they. keeping the St Lawrence for a preserve for
their grent-ar:uuqh")xi]dre.n in the 2oth century® Wl tha”
rest of the Provinee would not stand “still on that account,
and if they would not mareh, they would be left behind— -
that was certain., (Chedre)  In"no sectional Spirit—as o
Provincial man—as 5 Canadian representative—who  felt
“bound tog utter the vital truth which he held, e abjured
_the Frenel Canadian  statesman who now  wielded the
destiny of this land, to" surround jts admirable institutions -
with more people, of whatever tongue or origin, (Cheers.)
WJhey coyld” bear iuﬂwc!ion—-tlu"\' would inspire love and
treverence: all that they needed to be honoured and loved,
was to be known. Upper and Lower Canada differed in
* their views of Christian” duty, ay they did in other views,
but on nearer examination they would find much to admire -
cach:in’ the other, . Unless hon, gentlemen” opposite were
. seeret desirous of o dissolution of the Union, pure et
sim/)/e,-]u:‘.bv\uf_;cd' them to meet the Upper Canadians witl,
an alternative proposition, instead of ancarbitrary negative,

o~

. . . s
. " E e . v )
» Lo ) N he k'_ -
" N ! - ) -

}
L

and not to neglect the Lt and best of guarantees against

Ls

western prepondeganee-— o svttlc,»'up their own seetion of ’
the country,” (Cheers.) S
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EMIGRATION AND COLONISATION. -

. Housk or AsseuBLY, APKIL 25tn, 1862,

T

Ty 1louse resumed the adjourned debate on Mr,
MecGiee’s motion of the sth instant, “'That a Select Com-
_ mittee be appointed to take intoconsideration tiie subjects
~of Limmgration and Colonisation, especially with reference

to the Spring Lmmigration of the present year; with power
to send for persons and papers, and to report from time to
time.” R : o

 Mr. McGrr, after a few introductory remarks, said :—
\l i moving for this Committee, Mr. Sp saker, I might move
“on the _‘ground that it is not only called for in itself, but that.
iy the Province expends large sums -annually to arrive at
a knowledge of its own resources, this Committec is"the
natural corollary of that expenditure.’ “Turning over the
‘public accounts, vesterday placed on the tuble, 1 find the
following principal items of “expenditure for what we may.
eall, in general terms, exploring or exhibiting the resources:
of the Province— L by S

(eological Survey«(1861) . . ST . 320,315 00
Bureau of Agriculture, salavies, &c¢. . .- 8001 00
T Contingencies . .. L 8,505 00
Roads and Bridges (C.E)- . . o R 57,845 00
Improvement Fund LW . . .- 17,398 00
Colonisation Roads \(‘.W.) . . . v e 54,000-00
" W (WCHE)Y . . . . N % B

Crown Lands Surveys (West) . L . 75,4414 00
o o (Bash) ., . 41,969 00
Colonisation Road Ageuts (West) - . . 11,392 00

Y ' R U“.:\Ht‘) . " o . o N

Tnspection of Agencies (West) . . . Lo 2,076 00
~ " . (East) . . . P © 3,514 00

e

'
- e

: TSI
¢ Iucld‘dcd in the item of *¢ Roads and Bridges,” C.K.
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- " Agricultural Sucictics (West) . .« .. $53,804 00
o, (Kast) . R
Emgration service, In!.'nu[ and Poreign Agencies, &e,
s per page 112, Public’ Accounty . . < . 45,329 00
Ewigiation Commission . - . o . . 400 00
Total . o “$501,612 00 ‘
-t \

Thus, we seé, that $500,000 per annum may be said to
“be the presént annual expenditure vf the Provinee on the -
~various branches - of administration which fall directly .
within the scope of this Committee's inquiry, - Thig sum, .-
' S.’)()(l,l)()(),ois about four per cent. on “the total revenues of
the Province, and whether four per cent. be a suflicient -
ptoportion for these branches of the pliblic'scn"{%el am
not now going to discuss ; I my own opinion, Ten ‘per .
cent. of the revenine whuld not be an excessive expendi- e
ture op the work of increasing the population and decreas. '
ing the wilderness; but 1 content myself with pointing out e
that we, spend %500,000 a-year on geologists, surveyors, '
- agents (inland and foreign); roads and bridges, agricultural = ..
socicties, and an agricultural bureau, and that we ought to o
bave something handsome to show atthe end of cach year
“or such expenditure. (Hear, hear) * On a point of wost
immediate mportance — the Spring Emigration, and the
rrangements made to meet it,—1 prust entreat the House
W extend to me its indulgenev, in- the next place. I need »
“hardly say,, that 1 did not take up this anquiry in the
beginning with anywview either to serve or to mjure par-
ticular indf\'i(lmls, and “that 1 do not illl('lll'-—f() far as 1
“aanhelp it—to let the reform dentanded assume any vin.
dictive aspect; (Hear, hear))  But justice must be done &
learlessly done, in the: Port of Quebec, the coming season, - '
or the loud cry of disappointed hope, going home from this
side, will reach us all; from the highest to the - humblest
prsonconneceted with this Government, - Having origi.
mally recommended the appointment of provineial agents
abroad, in my report of 1560, 1 was of course happy to see
that that fugaestion had been acted upon, as far as Grept

o

Britain and lrvl;uul,'(icrnumy, France, and Belgium were | L
concerned, « There may be some doubts as tg whether the .
o N K . * r 2 !
"

s
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"Beelin 1s the proper station {

s

persons nppoint(;d pro fem. to fill those offices have been

“alwavs the fittest persons for their work—there may be some

doubts whether they have been stationed at the best points
for their work, but there can be no donbt that a few able

_agents on the other side of the Atlantic must be of benefit -

to this Province. The Freneh ageney has been objected
to in some quarters as uscless and unprofitable, but when
we see from the statistics of New York that during the
last few ‘years from ten to twelve per eent. of all the arri-
vals at that port were from Havre—some §$,000 last year
out of 65,000 —when we sce that, Havre ranks as a North
Awmeriean port next to Liverpool and Hamburgh in this
trade,.] cannot concur that the appointment of Mr. Verret
was a needless or improper one. 1 Mr. Verret should not
succeed in doing much in France, he -may make better -
Progress i, Belgium and Switzerland—at least let us hope
s0, for the sake of the indertakings (Hear, hear.) Whether

{thv German agent, Mr.
Wagner, “despavehed by the Glown Lands Department, 1
catittot. pretend to say, bul my impression 1s, that one of
the great northern shipping ports— Bremen: or Hamburgh

—ought™ to be his head-quartergg  (Hear, hear.)  But

another appointment equally important, which was sug.

- gested in 1560, has not yet been made,—1 mean’” a Cana-
“dizn agent at New York. By the New York booking

system, we know that, i 1859, 2,000 enngrants were
landed gt that  port whose - destination was Canada 5 that,
in 1s60MWere were 1,850 and 1861, },55 - sinlarly
bound” Tor Canada i—or, i three years, H,434 scttlers,
Now this is o contingent well worth looking after, And,
supposing such an agent appointed at New York, it might
be made part of his business during other seasons of the
year to visit those n ighbourhoods in which there are native
Canadians willing Zml aniious to return to this country,
to report the facs, and to arrange for their return. * (Hear,

Thear.) e wn{n\d also meet with” other British subjects—

with some of those hundreds of natives of the Britigh
. / . H - 0

Isles who have besteged “the Consulates n the great

cities, anxious to be sent back again 1o their old homes,
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- where they will find themselves, on their return, strangers
indeed, and from which they may be foreed, in all ‘proba-
bility, to a sccond eiigration. ~(1lear, hear)- I am not
an_advocate for the creation of new oflices,” Mr. Speaker,
unless when they are shown to be really required ; but |
would not be doing my duty to the Prayince, -if 1 did-
not once more puint- out the unportance of a proper agent
at New York, as well as at Liverpool, Havre, and |am.
Dburgh, As to the new arrangement of the Intand Agents
within® this Provinee, 1 am not prepared to speak i de-
taal -at this moment ; besides, . so much depends on “the
personal habits and character of the men, and so much on
the head of the (lvp.u'lm('nt, that Lshrink fyom discussing
. particular - reforms until we have examined them Com-
mittee ; and 1 hope we.may have the united sanction of -
the Committee for recommendations which, as an indivi.
dual, and a member in oppo$ition, 1 fear would have little
chance of u(h_)ptiun~—('unnng from me, 1 will not, there-
fore, dwell on' that point; for it must rest, in the end,
with the Minister of Agriculture “whether any, of these
ollices are to continue sineeures - or to be made realities,
Mr. Speaker, the mention of New York reminds me of
~the truly sagacious and politic care which that State and
~Gity has of late Years exercised over the enngrant sy rivine
i their waters, Formerly it was not so, Bat for the
past ten or twelve years no department of the public ser-
viee has been nore steadily mmproving than t
ment committed o the Commissioners of Fmigration, |
have here their Tast Annual Report, and it s highly
instractive to see how they handled the 68,000 ahiens
landed in theie port during 1861.. 1 Lave thrown their
results 'into a’tabular form of Iy own, for greater conve:
nience, and 1 find g — '

he depart-

: " ¢
-+ The arrivals at New York iu 1861 were . . . 68,311

Of these, arrived in steamers B

N R
In sailing ships . A . . 37,201 -
Total number of vessels . e .. C 453
Average of passengers to ship

o 15)
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. Destination of New York arrivals in 1861,
© N&Q York City and State ™.+ . .. . 732,783
‘Pennsvlvania and New Jersey . . . . Lo 7,008
New Eugland&tate& ICIPU , T . ) e 5,779
© Western States . . . . . . Y. 716,595
© Southern States L. . .. . .. 3,785
Canada West  ~ . . AN . . . . 1,544
Canada East . . . . . ) 8
Balance to California, &c. - . C e

. . Aid and Employment Afforded.
Amount received at Castle Garden and its agencies, from
friends of emigrauts in interior, to assist emigrantson - -
arrival C e A
Advaices.made to emigrants on deposits of baggage
Of which was repaid during the year : .

Number' who received treatment or relief in Emigrant

Refuge and Hdspital . . . .

Number of emigrants sent back to Europe at their pwn
request . .. . . . Los0 ..
Number provided with ‘temporary lodging in New Yok,

Albany, Buffalo, &e. . . Le LT e
Temporarily supplicd with food in Castle Garden .7 . 1,389
Number of persons of both sexes provided with situations '

by Commissioners and their agents in New Youk City . -

and State . .o e ' . . Lo 6,023 .

: . - . . - \
Emigrant Correspondence. - \\

Letters written at Castle Garden for emigrants . ' e 1,482
Lettcm_rcccivcd for ditto . o o . .o 641

.

»

It will be scen by a glance_at these figures hoi tho. «

roughly the Americans have, to” use their own expression,
 “realised the idea” that emigration is a source of national
« wealth.  For some they have nursed and tended; for.
some they have found prompt cmployment ; for others
“they have made themselves clerks and correspondents ; to

- others they have advanced eash ‘on deposits of baggage,
which they report have always been repaid. | (Hear, hear.)
We may deprecate as we pleasey some traits, of Ameriean
life; but, in working up the raw material of a new country
into populous and prosperous communitics, it would be
well for us to imitate their sagacity,” and their system.

“ (Hear, hear)) T refersto the New York rarrangements, to

\
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point out the absolute necessity of an enclosed landing-
place for emigrants arriving in our own-port. Is it not a
reproach that we here, ‘in Quebee, have less care for our
fellow-subjects, present or prospective, than the Americans
have at New York (hear, hear) ;—that the newly-arrived
‘strangers on our docks, male and. female, may be” exposed
and " témpted to their ruin, as they have been too often
tempted and seduced, both male and female, for want of a
properly-provided landing depdt?- 1 do not pretend that
we could set up anything on the scale of the New York
buildings—tlicre is no need for so costly un establishment; :
“but there is need for a safe and ordinary - means ‘of = - .
~accommodating over night 200 or. 300 persons, who are '
anxious to draw breath Defore continuing their pilgrimage
to the interior. 3 In the name of humanity—in the name
of common decency—1 appeal to the gentlemen opposite
to §ce that some_ temporary landing-pluce and Eamgrant
Refuge is provided, before the Spring fleet pours its pas-
sengers in upon us. It was mainly to cffect - this one
- point that I was so anxious to obtain my Committee before
- the Easter recess ;—but it is not yet too late, if the hon.
>« pintlomen opposite will Qorder it to be done.  (Loud eries
of @llvar.”) " The value of every suggestion of this kind
“must depend, Mr. Speaker, not only on'its fitness, but also
on the character of the Minister éntrusted with its execu- o
tion if it shgnld be adopted—1 allude to the Minister of -
Agriculture.  Now, it scems to me, Sir, and 1 believe the
“opinion to be a growing one, that that portfolio ought to
be estimated as one of the most important,—requiring ‘s , ' :
good abilities as fny other in the Administration, livery
one admits that the legal offices of those who may he .
called our Minisfers of Justice,—that the Finances, the =
Lrown Laids, and the Public Works, require able men to. D
fill them well; bat, hitherto, it secms to have been -eon- .

sidered that the Ministry of Agriouiture—including, as it : )
oughit to do, Iim gration—might be given to any second |

“or third-rate n (Hear, hear)) Now, what should be
fairly required as \a™wtfndard of ability in such a depart- 1¥
ment? = Should the Minister appointed know as mueh as o
! NS .
- !
i
L ‘it
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a elerk under the Civil Service Act? Should he know -
what the Provincial Examiners insist upon as the standard -
for every lcpd surveyor ? . Should he know all p'\rts of Iy
own country well, and something of other countries from
which we draw so much of our labour, and to which we
export so much of our produce ? - 1 wil not be guilty of
the arroganee of defining the duties of such an oflice by
any (lc~(‘r|ptmn of my own, but T will scck for an example

‘of what such a Minister ought to be; and, happily, 1 can

find an illustrious example in the history ()f this Provinee,

~in the person of one of its old French Governors, whose

memory is too little known among us in these days. The
Swedish Naturahst, Peter Kalm, a (]l\(lplc of Linna s,

- who visited medu, and stayved some time in this éity in

the year 1719, has left us, in his “ Travels,” the f()llo\nng
account of the M wquis de l\(:.xllhsonmcr(‘ then (10\ ernor-
Gieneral of this country :— . :

- He (the Marquis de la G ~\ll|~qmmwr(‘) has a surprising
knowledge in all branches of science, and especially i
nataral history; in which he is so \\cll versed, that when
he Degan to speak with me about at, "1 mm«rmv(l 1 saw our

- gre at Linnweus under a new form, When he spoke of the
“uge of patural history, of the method of lcarning, and

employing it to raise (he staté of a country, 1 was asto-
nished to sce him take his reasons from lmlm(' , as well as
natural philosophy, mathematies, and other scienees, [
own that my conversation \nth‘tlna nobleman was very
instructive to" me; and T always drew s deal of uscful *
knowledge from it.  He told me several w .\\s of employing
natural hl\tm\ to the pirposes of |1()l|t|('~, and to make a
country powerfub in order to depress its envious IltIJ/l-

ours. Never has mu.\l history had a greater prémoter

in this country; and 1t 13 very "doubtful \\lwthvr lie will
¢ver have s cqual hvw As soon as- he got the place of
Governor-General he began to take tlmw measures - for

~getting information in natural history which 1 have men-
“tioned before, W h(n he saw people who had been -in a
_sct(lcd part of the u)mm\, especially in thé more remole

pxrts, or h\ul tm\tllcd in those pnl he 1l\\ ays qucxtloucd

Ve
R
.
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them about the trees, plants, earths
‘&, of the place. - He |

inhabitants made of those
bandry was ;- what lakes,

¥

» stones, ores, animals,
ikewise inquire what use the
things; in what state their hus.
rivers, and passages there rare i

and a number “of other particulars.  Those who seemed to

have clearer” notions thar
him' circumstantia) descri
He himself wrote down’ 4
by this great application,

1 the rest, were obliged to give
ptions of what they had: seen.
Il the accounts he received ; and
SO uncommon among persons of-

his rank, he soon acquired a knowledge of the ‘most dis-
tant parts of America.  The priests, commandants of forts,

and -of - several distant pl
questions, and wonder at

aces, are often surprised by his

his knowledge, when they come

to Quebee to pay their visits to him; for he often tells
them that near such a mountain, or on such a shore, &e.,
where they often went a-hunting, there are some particular
- plants; trees, carth, ores, &c., for he had got a knowledge

of those things before. From whenee it happened that -

some of the” inhabitants belicved that” he had ‘a preterna-

" tural kno\\‘lmlgc of things,
the curiositios of places,

COwedishe uiles from Quebee,

imself: Never-was ther

and -0bodyean “take bette

proper means for improviy
welfare” - (Hear, hear.)
This s the portrait of a
the cighteenth century, wlic
S which then included geolo

as he was able to mention all

sonmietimes near  two hundred
though he wever was there -
' a better statesman than he;
r measures, and choose- morer
18 & counlry, and increasing its

Frango-Canadian statesman of
» considered “ natural history,”.

gy and metallurgy, an essential

study for o statesman- in a-country like Canada:  Now I
~will noty under eloak of the Marquis de Iy Gallissonniere’s

great name, stoop to draw
the present holder of the p
Marquis de la Gallissounjere

any sativical cQntrasts between
ortfolio. of Agriculture and the
+ But supposing, Mr. Speaker,

dhe organisation of the department to be all that jt ought

to be, in its head and its

members, et us eonsider the

~altractions we .can offer jn Cun'\}d:t to intending settlers.®

. * The very rich deposits of gold on the (Hxsnu(liérc' and its fi‘ributarica,. in
" the Quebee district,Yhad - wt'yet a

ttracted Public attention, They have

v,
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- Ttis true that this Province-has neither the go_lﬁcn rivers
of California nor the luxurious climate of Austraha; but -
it has two things which free-born -men value even higher
—complete civil ,and religious liberty, and productive
land to be dcquired by any man’s industry.  Our: chief, "
moral 4attraction - faust ever. lie in our institutions; our

+ chief wmaterial attraction must liecin cheap or free land.
The - institutions” of this Province, whatever _defects may

- exist, are, take them all 4n all; the most desirable” in they

Ctworld 5 and if we can only succecll in keeping down the \
wrathful spirit of ‘religigus bigotry— bigotry-on” alb-sules—

_ that despotic .temper which makes a bigot in religion and

~+ adespot in politics out of the self-same stutl ;—if we ounly .

.« - sugceed -in: keeping down that spirit, the institatiaps of
Canada ought npturally to attract. valuable accessions to
our population from abroad. As to our material advan.
tages, the land resoutces of ‘this Provinee are not sa well

. understood, even by Canadians/ themselves, as they should’

" ber Which of us familiaely thinks of the ‘hundred mil
“., 1 lion acres. in - Lower, and fifty million acres g Upper
Canada, 5o ably and fully desembed in-'that eade mecum of

. such information, the Crown Land Commissioner’s, Keport
of' 1857, for whieh the hon. gentleman- (Mr. Cauchon) aid
those  who assisted “him in its preparation deserve the
highest credit,—a Report that ought to be famliar to every

[N

.+ . Member of this House. (Hear, hear.) Buat contining

[y in the market it
. Province, we. find that we commence the year with over
7,600,000 acres. of Crown Lands i the two sections; over
.- 500,000 acres of Clergy L:\wls,*not to mention the School

. Tiands, the Indian Lands,-dnd the Ordnance Lands, with-.

" held, and I think very properly withheld, for the presems.
- L will trouble’the House with a tabular view: ot these
Jands; taken frgm the new emigration pamphlet, g;vm&
« o the ncrcu'gc i round ml‘mpcr:? only— T -
A b e T

'

ince been tested in the ot practical 'way, but only over a limited extecs
" of the-auriferous tield, and the result so far has been such as to eucourage
the formation of several minjpg companies, chietly by capitalists at Bostog

aud New York, © .- . JE . N
" :\ P | . . . /‘l ¢ St o \‘)A
. K " . N - 0
. Vo) \ . - . .
. : d ; ) . : 3
. A , N oo
. A .
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2.
. . (num hsll . o
N . Acres, e
(‘mlntwn oh the nnrth =n]o f the Ottawa . 1,08¢000
. Counties on the netth side-of St "Lawrence + o« L378%000.. Y Ty
; . Counties south sideof Nt, L.'lwr,euce . N o « 1,544,000 T \
° ol awailable in Cang a Bast, ;1842 - 1,015,000 - |
- d ' (w\m “l-s'r 2 .
- In the ()tmwa and Hurun conntry 600,000
- ! Continuations of Leuyox, l'rumcnac, ddmbtun» and .
_ . Ipatriet of Nipissin: | ) L. b')ﬂ 000 . .
\ * . Continuations of. Hastings, annl Peterbnmu'h \utnrn . [
\ - (1,' Bimeoe, and part of Nipssing . . 1.1 4'7 000 . S
-

Pt of Algowa | . A . :
/h) v Williaw \L.Ake \uptnw\

- Total av ultble in Canada W ewt, in 1362

Iltcs(‘ ate the twurv .mnr«hu" to the
p'unphio while mmnhnw to the «Crown

the ertu,/L.xnds actu; nll\ ln. lhv
were.i—

Canada West
Canads Kase .

.

Tut';\l Crown Lands in market

lhls domain mwht be nhunnhhml at the
acres v year, -—-b\ 10,000 ¢p

 be supplied by “the new

kt‘t’pﬂ conatamh employed’
survevors, As the House is aware, Mr,
cent.wc of this lmpu-nw domain
. away An . free uranh;
nm-v be’ actu: l”\ . dem.md |
but the .mrwc pruo
dl%po\cd,m ln sale, are sold,
. In Uppcr (/an.uh thc aver
sales of Jast | year was, for the

hool L *uls

;
new emngr; mqn :
Land Commis: o
Cstoner’s Re Port for the year ending, l)cumlwr J1st, 1861, -

market

.1tv of & million -
20,000 one hundred acre 0 ™
farms, and the dumhc w onld not bc felt, — the want would, :
survme on \\lm'h the lrmmm' L
from two to fhree hundred Lmd"' e 8
bpv.nlwt’ [
15 Yery: hbml\ given ST
ta whyt' extent that per.centage - "
am not now going'to diseuss,
at which the lands of the (rum\n‘ 7
annot” bo.,mnsnh‘rul v\orbl- - _
rage price obtgined i the: - e
.Crown- ],.m’ds N, ~.)
loU .nml thc L'lcr"\dl,.md\ \...a()

* "()n'Q(n) PRSI
64000 v
— ')94 O()H
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. 2,021,229} e
5, 5.)"5 833 R

7 mom

Aaper

the ]
llb v - Tl




o
22

- BRITISH-AMERICAN UNION.

. v : . .
A . 3 ' L} “
Lower -Canada the average prices: were, for the Crown®*
Lands*less than 50 cents, and for the Clergy Lands less
" . . .o
than 81 per acre. - Cousidering thit - on these -purchases

five vears’ time is usually given, and that a first instalment .

of ten per cent. is all that is usuallyirequired, it is evident
that the first cost of our public lands cannot_be any great
“obstacle 10 the more general settlement of our waste terri,
tory. Are there, then, defeets in the machinery by which
the lands are to be settled P—-arg the formalitics expensive ?
—are the surveys inaceessible 9_are there hostile combi-
nations®  These are all considerations of t{e utmost im-.
~portance for this House, aid espectally for, ¢ Committee
which T have proposed. Before passing fltogether from .
this point, 1 cannot. but remark on the existence among us
of certifin landed wonopdlies, whiclr, [ fear, have given -
* Cingda a bad. name far a.poor man’s country to get. 1
allude to such vorporations as the British Awerican Land

Company and thie Canada Comipany ; and speaking of these-

great companies, Iowas” sorry to see, Sir, by the Crown
Lands Report for this year, that Mr. Vankoughnet had dis-
posed ol ten townslips en bloe” in dhe Ottawa and Lake
Huron tract to tnother of these companies. 1 know that
the late Commissioner, to whose grvatwmlministr,uti\'(‘ abilities
I have alwags cheerfully paid homage, intepded angd stipu-
Isted that settlement duties should b rigorously exteted of

this new company,  (Hear, hear.)  Bugwho s to answer

that lus suceessors will be equally re lute ? . Who 1s to
“guarantee the Provinee that o corporition rich *enough to
plrchase will ‘ot be mituential enongh to hold up, these
" ten townships-at an excessive figure, wnd 6 keep back the

surrounding settlements ® (MWhat has been our expericuce -

.. Y \ .

of “ thege large. Tanded compames ? - They_ all came 1mto
existence with the fajrest possible professions towards this
Province. 'The Canada Company and the British American

Company were created By Royal Charter Liefore the days ol

Responsible Govermient, so we are not fairly answerable .
for them, as we shall be-for othiers, .if others are to be
created by our own action.  The Canada Company’s report
for the present year is now in my possession, and shows.

X
.
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how they have used their ol
upon  Camadian lands
< directors congratul

artered privileges to speculate
during the. past fow vears,  The

say 1 — . S : -
4 Phe Directors again draw
prictors to the steady annyal e
of the Company’s Yands as 4 most sitisfactory and important
feature in their atfairs; the ultimate suceess of their opéra-
_tions dcpemling, as it does in soinv'dogr('(’, upon the pro-
gessive increase in the price to be obtained from the safe of
the remainder of their estate, The, gubjoined table of land
disposed of since’ the year 1829, arranged in-decennial
periodls, furnistys an nteresting illustration’on this heid t—

rease 1 the market svalue

h

1820 to't840, . © 736,608 acres, at 1a. 1. per asre,
1841 to 1850, LT AR I N N
1851 to 1861 . 93,8713, B 4a>
“It will be seen from these figures that although the .
quantity of land disposed of during the
preceding “period, 1t

“realised more than. donble the amount.”
- No doubt this js 4 most sntisfnctory state
the Canada Company, to the Directors of the

pany, and to the proprietors of the ‘Canada Company, but:
he western sbetion of the Provinee is in
some degree retarded, if jts increasing population is ob.
structed by this, for the American world, exorbitant price.
of wild land (32s. sterling per acee), it is not (quite so satis-.

anada as for the Company. -
The transyetions of e Company during the first two
. A o U L.
ar, are figured up in the. same .
RE , 8
report, as follows:—  ~ 7. ' S
- . 4 .
.l *“From-the 1st January to the 2 t—
: -+t 24 neres have been sold at 328, 114 per acre.
8,221 acrey have been leased 't 364, 114. per acre,
24,522 acres cwnverted to treeholds,” Py

8th February, 1862 .. ’

~ The collections of money for the same period afiount 1o
36,500/.-currmc.\', ViZoi— . ‘ '

ate the. proprictors an the constant pro.

ngSSi\'C riSC 01; l)l‘iCCS. ill N(‘llCiP Sill'(_‘s"of‘ \Hl(l Lllllls‘-&b"u{y

the ‘attention of the ]‘pro-.

last ten years has

of, things to
Canada Com- -
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. 9,581
. . 3

rent and interest
‘suudnys Ca

R

M . N . ' - Y L] . .
““ On account of purchipse money . .. . \/ . . £28,875 -

", .
l\

¢ The sum of 31,0\\001.‘ sterling,”, adds the Report, “ has
‘been remitted home by the Commissiongrs since the 31st
December.” , : S T ) ’
_ I have no dispositian, -Mr. Speaker, to exaggerate the
“ evil in our state of society of these great land -companies,
but 1 think it my duty f\o state to tis House that both in
the Eastern Townsliips, where the. British American Land
Company still retains en gfoc many thousands of acres, and -
in those-counties in Uppier Camada in which the Canady
Company retains its vast reserves, that they are generally
looked upon as lets rather than as aids to settlement,
They allow their lands tollie waste, unless they can get
their own exorbitant prices, or if they 1¢ase them it is often
to take them back again from the disheartened lessces ; for,
in any event, the value is certain to mcrease by the mere
increase of the neighbouring settlements on . the lands of
the Crown.  The whole surrounding.country is tugging to,
lift that dead weight of corporate lands held en éloc, and if

“a more liberal poliey is, not adopted by them—if a policy - '

“less hostile to Canadidn’ interests is not adopted—this Pro-
vince may be compellCH, in self-defence, to inquire by what
means . may begh mitigate this evil, and enfranchise the .
large scopes of cquntry now ‘held in“worse than mortman .
clutch.® ~ The Clergy Reserves and the Scignorial Tenure,
strong=s they were, had fo give way'to the requirements
- of a growing socicty ; and ‘those cqupanies, if they are.
wise for themselves; will not overdo the apportunities whieh
. they unfortunately possess, to retafdd, in many sections, the
- grawth of population.. (Cheers.) -1t might seem to be a

. sufhicient cure for this evil, that, the millions of acres of
Crown Lands in the market” were to be had, in Upper
Canada, on an avetage at %2 -per acre, and. in Lower
Ganada, from $1 to 50 cents per acre; but, ynfortunately,.

2 This language shnuldbbcv received with wmany muhﬁl‘:\t.iunﬁ, as larger
experience has iustructed us.  But the objection us to abuse ol plivileges

©rewainus goud,
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[ .

the g.reatlcom[)allios have got into the very heart of the

laud ; they have got prime soil centrally situated— whiols
gives thém the opportunity they so usuriously employ, to
7 monopolise and overcharge—according - to
American standards of the -value of wild lands.
. hear.) - Another topic in connection with our land policy
+ relates to what are called the Colonisation or * Free Grant ™
roads, east and west. (Hear, hear.) From the Crown
Land Commissioner's Report, just laid on the table of the

- House, we may sce at™a glance with what unequal strides

the work of free colonisation went. on, last year, in Upper
83 compared with Lower Cahada,
~ Provinee ail the free grants fell & fraction short of 10,000
acres; while in Upper Canada the free grants somewhat
exceeded 30,000 acres.  Now, .43 to the quantity of ““free

all existing
(Hear,

0

In this section of the

“grant}’ land reduced to caltivation during the ‘year, the-

number of scttlers actually established on the colonisation
roads, and the: reported value of the annual production on
those new lines of road, 1 have taken the Commissioner's
figures, and 1 find that the result in each section of the
- Provinee, for last ycu;", stands thus: — ’

l

T .
.+ . Tetal value of

1 oot
Roads in Upper Canas A Acres.  Settlers.:

The colonisation

* This figure must be taken, not for the. ye:
Mre grant " reclainations on those roads to th

.

. : " . .
‘road experiditure |
Canady was over 832,000, and for tl

¢

!

ar 1861 alone,
at date.  »

PR

{ * Produets in 1361,
Addinglon . . T2 27 $38, 56220 .
Bobeay Leun, . W 3 —_— 30,007, 10
Hastings: . . ., 9,0 . 88 44,418.15
Muskoka @ . Y - 300 (R 4,900.23 .

- Upeougo . PN . - 4lor 40 36,716,32 -

*Total Upper C«u‘mmﬁ: R TO RIS $154,584.00

. L . f ~ Value of Products

- Roads in Lawei Canadh. Arpents. Settlers, - in 1361,

© Elginroad -, .. 731 L29 $15,000°72
Matane ,, * . . R 11 3 - 4,443.15
Kewpe ,, ) Ju <14 . 1,317.70
‘ - L741 .43 $20,702.57

ast - year in Lower
1t very considerable

v

.i)ut for nli
.
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~than has been mada in’ Lower Canada. It would

N
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-sum and the donation of 10,000 acres, we have 43 new
“free grmit”” settlers added to the pioucer population,

Those, 10,000 acres, according to the statutory limitation
of 100 acres the grant, ought to give the Provinee at least.
100 such settlers. - Tt may "be that on some of these free
- grants, settlement duties will be commenced the present -
spring, but it is tvident-that taking 1861 by itsclf, the
acres granted are not represented by the required nuinber
of grantees. (llear, hear.) In Upper Canada (exclusive

of -the Bobeavgeon road, not returiied), we have only 217,

instead of 300 neéw settlers for 30,000 acres; but {this is
a ncarer approximation to therequirements” of thy law, -
e -in-
structive to know what proportien of these ““frec gruts,”
so freely advertised abroad, were taken up by Fmijrants -
and what partion by native Canadians; bu[I 1 believe] there

s, at present, no official information of that, kind—unless
it may be supplied in the Report of the Mimister of {Agri-
cilture, not yet in our hands, . (lleag hear.)  Another
‘important consideration for us; at*thi¥ moment, remaigs to
be taken up.. We were invited, as you will remember; Mr.
‘Speaker, in Ilis Execllency’s speech, at tl;é%pcning of the
session, to consider .the highly important subject of our
-military defences, and we Tave assured His Exceliency that
we will give our best attention to that subject. 1 have
full confidence that this House will keep good faith with
His Lixeelleney ; but, Mr. Speaker, 1 deny that we can
wisely consider the subject of our defenceg apart from the
subject of our population.  (Iear, hear.) | Nay, morg; we
must consider it in conncetion with thc;gro“'t!x of that
Awerican population who alone can éver crogs our border
in anger, * Our boundary is theirs ; buf while on our side
there are at present about 2,500,000 mbabitants, in the

¥

- States that face our frontier theré are nearly 20,000,000,

. L 4 hd .
Does any one believe that we could hold our® own, with
the odds agaist us eight to one?  Allow everything you.

“ please for a-people defending their own soil —allow every-
* thing you please for Tmperial assistance—the disproportion

between the two populations is so cnorinous as- to inspire

M . [ 5



time, when it must come 0 our turn to be devoured by
“our gigantic neighbour. I feel, Sir, that these fears are
neither weak nor fanciful; but I still hold that if we use
our present opportunities as we ought—if we fill in our
frontiers with a sturdy yeomanry—if we creats and estab-
lish a peasant proprictary, trained from youth to the use of
arms, that Canada may fairly pretend to an independent
existence on this continent. [ }Iave no knowledge of mili-
"~ tary affairs, Mr. Speaker, but T would beg the attention of
the House in considering our defences, as well as the pre-
~sent subject, to a glance at the map of the country, both
the populated and unsettled parts of it, and fo the Inquiry
which arises from even such a glance, what connection exists
" between the distributian of our people, and their resources
- for self-defence ? 1t scems probable that we shall all be
“obliged to study the map of the country hereafter, more

me, to cast even a cursory glance at it without feeling that
we occupy one of the most peculiar positions—that -our
population, so far, is the most peculiarly distributed—of
any to be found anywhere else on thissside of the world.
Qur great central valley: froni Cornwall to the Saguenay is
banked on both sides wjth settlements, facing to the front
and not extending, on an average, except up thelateral
Jalley.of the Ottawa, and in the direction of the Fastern®
. Townships, 50 miles from the St. Lawrence ; we have thus
~a long narrow riband of population, onc-seventh the breadth
of its own length, as singularly shaped a country as eye
cever beheld,  Bast of the Junction of the Saguctiay with
the. St. Lawrence, our population is carried down to the
gulf by the south shore alone, while west of Cornwall, it is
found only to the north of the Upper St. Lawrence uu(glhc
‘great Lakes,  The peopled part of the Provinee thus. We.
sents the shape of a dong, fattadtic letter «§ "—y waving
Lesbian Iine, which, to my eve; is neither a line of beauty
ok of ¢race, nor of defensive strength., At and above
Cornll, this twist of - population is defined by the (5th
parallel of l:.uitudc, but there is no necessity for any such
_ : N

T -
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than we ever did before ; and it iy impossible, it scems to

Lwd

many with the a]')prehensioil that it is a mere question of
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peculiarity ‘in Lower Canada.  From the Ottawa to the

St. Maurice, and from the St Maurice to the Saguenay
on the one shore; from the Chateaugay to the Du Loup
on the other shore, there is the strongest testimony of the
best authorities—surveyors, geologists, lumberers, “practical
men of all origins<—that three, four, seven-fold the present
population may find ample space and remuneration for their
im‘\lstry. (Ilcar, hear.) Fortunately for us who advocate

_the recruiting of a productive rather than of a destructive

army, science: with its hammer and its theodolite has been
for twenty years at work in these wildernesses.  Our living
geologists have exploded one fallacy—that the -granite
country between the Ottawa and’ Lake Huron could never
custain a numerous population; and this s precisely the
same country, geologically, which we find open to settle-
ment in Lower Canada.  (Hear; heaf.) This is precisely,
the character of the North Shore counties between Mon-
treal and Quebee, where, if ever Canada stands at- bay, in
defénce of her iseparate nationality, it~ must be with her
back to that great Laurentian chain of highlands which
trends away from the Saguenay to the Ottawa and from the

Ottawa to Lake Huron. 7 (Cheers.) I have riot la particle

of desire, Mr. Speaker, to underrate or averrate the un.
touched resources either of Upper or Lower Canada; it is
as truly gratifying to me to read the testimony of Mr,
Symmes, Suporintendent of the St. Maurice Works, to the
excellent, soil in portions of that valley, as it is to read the
testimony of Mr: P L. S. Salter that there is abundant
room for “sixty-five townships of thirty-six square miles
cach,” on the north south of Lake. Huron. (lear, hear.)
1. rejoice to find the country widening before us, as we
advance both east and west; 1 rejoice to know that we

'

“have no limit to our growth, but the line of perpetual frost,

beyond the Laurentian 'mountains. - (Cheers.) “Another
subject not -remotely involved in the, object of my Com.
mittee, is the representation question.- We cannot be blind
to the fact that at the Union, Lower Canada contained
some 225,000 more inhabitants than Upper Canada, -and

[ B . N .
*that now she contams 290,000 less.™ This is an actudl

4 o
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. \ . :
“decrease of above 900,000 in twenty
any rational mani believe that this dis
and yet that strict equality of represent;

Coof populutioil' in Lower Canada l)COl_l
- cultivable lands all taken up?  So far
well satisfied, Mr. Speaker, from all

“all the reports of men of science and m

found materially different from the soil
still unsettled parts of Upper Canada, b
and the Ottawa. There are with us

North and South of the St. Lawrence—
called ““ the St. Maurice country " and t
ships; " we have abundant evidence,

‘both these regions. Popularly, the I
three to four million souls, is generally

which two hundred miles from its ant
river; which drains a country largedith

inhabitants, (Ilear, hear,) Why is thi

pathless woods ? - Why does the CrpW
and the laden - steamer pass by its port,

peared in a local paper that: oppositio

"J'urcottv).» The paper referre | to
that statement, and Lam happy to*repe

!
[

N
i

If not, what then is the obvious remedy ?

even below Quebec the soil and the elim

expense to the Province, of the extent and re

St. Maurice is a complete ferra incognita.
traveller who hears steam blown off at night at Three
Rivers, little dreams that he has just pas

by year, “and .day by day ? When [last 1 spoke on - this
subject in this place, 1 quoted a statement which had ap-

has since withdrawn !

RLIAMENT. ** 297
years, A\fow, does
parity can continue,
ition can be upheld?
Have the limits
reached ?  Are lier
from i, that I am

the evidence, taken

before the several Committees over which I presided—from

en of business, that
ate will ‘not be
and climate of the
etween, Ludk‘/c Huron
two..regions to the
what are commonly
he “ Bastern Lown-
obtained at great
sources of

astern Townships are
tolerably well known ; much hag been done for them, and

- much more ought to be done, (Iear, hear.)” That instead
of w quarter of a million they are capable of sustaining

admitted,—hut the
The summer

sed a great river, -
let is still a great
an_all Scotland,—

and as capable as Scotland of bearing its three millions of

s great valley shug

up from the native and the immigrant settler alike p Why -
does the native Canadian “turn dishdartencd

away from its
led passenger ship !
Three Rivers, year

1 to its settlement

came chietly from an hon. member of this House (Hon. Mr, -
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_ correction, for T could nat beliexe. that any Canadian states..

man would be capable of entering into a conspiracy against

- any class of Her Majesty's subjects seeking a home 1 this

v

country. (llear, hear.) We are here, Mr. Speaker, within
100 miles direct of the middle waters of that great nver
on which there arc as yet but two or three tgjwnshipa
organised—Dolctte, « Turcotte, and Shawinegan. . Quebee
wants a back country—and 30, or 40 miles of a road, con-
tinued frgm Gosford, would tap the St. Maurice at the
Tuque, the centre of its lumber operations, and’ give Quebee
a back country. A lateral road again from the St. Maurice
to the waters of the La Ligvre and the Gatineau would not
be so heavy an undertaking as the Opeongo Road, in
Upper Canada, which, from Renfrew to Lake Huron, is to
be 186 miles in.length.  Such roads might ‘serve to give

axe, and to prepare them in one season for dealing with
«“the bush ' n the next. - (lear, hear,) My hon. friend,
the member for Napierville (Mr. Burean), who ‘has given

great attention to this subject, has a notice on the paper-

for an increase of the Colonisation road grant, and, under
certain conditions, 1 think such®an increase desirable ; shut
everything depends—everything—on the,spirit apd systein
in which the service is hereafter to be administered. 7 1f

that department was in phe hands of a Marquis de la-
Gallissionniere—if such a man lived- in these degencrate

" days—he would soon, without: favoritism” or’ injustice, or

conspiracy, redress’ the balance: of population: between the

“east and west—he would give us mternal peace on just

principles, and external seeurity, on _the guarantee of our
united numbers;  (Cheers.) 1 cannot  but think, Mr.
Speaker, that, under a proper administrative system, the

" county agricultural societies, and the municipalities, might
also be Diade-important auxiliaries in the settlement of our-

waste lands. By the new emigration pamphlet just .pub-
lished, we Jearn that certain municipalities have informed
the Bureau-of a demand for pwards of 13,500 farm

~labpurers,” servants, and mechaiies. It strikes me that

e

.7

%mmcgliatc employment to a number of emigrant Jabourers, -
under skilled leaders, to familiarise then to the use. of the,

»
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. these little local parliaments might

o something more, if
they were not afraid of being tloodeg

with a pauper immi-

gration.  But that fear, in view of the present social state.

of Great Britain and reland, is Quite chimerical. The
pauper class is no onger there; th y have been cut ouf of
the basis of societ ; we shall, forty nately, never see again
the scenes Canada”saw in 1832 aud 1847, 'T'he munici-
palitics, then, ought to be.enlisted 'with the government in
operations in commongto feel a di cct-lnterest in the com-
" mon object—to make Canada afpowerful and populous
country.  There is yet another in pediment in our way to
which 1 must allude before I cloge. It is, the impression
which ‘secms to prevail in some quarters, that there is an
inevitable conflict of interests between the lumberer and the
actual settler. . But this conflict [the spread of intelligence
will postpone indefinitely, To the experienced cye of the
surveyor or the geologist, the character of the timber in-
dicates the character of the soil. | Sucly men need not look
below the surface ; if they find large hemlocks and bass.
woods mixed with white pine, maple, becch aid bireh, they
immediately infer a warm productive soil beneath.  “ Mixed

timber generally,” says Mr. Duncan Sincluir (a good antho. -
rity,—in his reply to my committee-in 1860),” “indicates -

good Japd.”  ¥(0ak and black walnut,” e adds, ““always
bespeak themselves good soil to grow Opon.”  There is
0 niecessity - for _the lumberer's interest and the settler’s
~coming into collision ; but aluabletas the timber trade is,
agricultyre is more valuable still, and those charged with
“the supervision :of the public domain should see that the-
~greater Interest is not sacrificed to the less, (Hear, hear.)
The woods and’ forests “and the agricultural settlements
are necessary and useful . to cach other, and it ought not
to be a matter of difliculty for a firm and intelligent
- Minister to ensure each its own field, and to guarantee all

- fair advantages to both, (Hear, hear,) 1 have thus, Mr,« @ » 07
Speaker, endeavoured to sketch hastily and very impbrfectly, G

. . - ¥ . o . P . ¥
n.consequence’of the lateness of the night, the outlines of
l g .

areform which 1 believe to be essential to the best interests,

LY

to-the largest increase, and fullest. sceurity. of this Pro-

-

.
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vince, The Committee which the ITouse is, T am rejoiced -
to know, well disposed to .grant, will, 1 trust, be. as much .
more effectual as it will be more numerous, than any of its
predecessors.  In alluding to the Committees of the last -
Parliament, 1 will only say of them, that any one who will
“take the trouble to consult the journals of sthis House for
1860 (yot xviii.) and 1861 (vol. xix.) may see in-detail the
reforms we formerly projected and advocated. 1 cannot
~ but again express my gratification that some. of those Te-
“forms have been adopted—such as the agencies abroad, and
districling the inland agencies, to some extent. 1 confess,
Mr. Speaker, T am deeply, nervously anxious about the
~&migraffon of the coming spring. 1f it 1s botehed, we,
sshall be all to blame, and the fair fame of the Province will
be deéply compromised ; but I trust we will bypible to-
~ handle this diflicult interest firmly and wisely, as “Well as
tenderly. The subject should enlist all our sympathics,
for in one sense, and that no secondary one, all -men have
beens emigrants or sous of emigrants sinee the first sad
“pair (lT?l){ll‘t,Cd out of Eden, when— ' '

~

.

.
. | “The World was all before them, where to'choose
A ‘place of rest, and Providence their guide.”

: |
| _ ,
In these latter days, as well as from tlie first, we ‘renew the
ancestral experience, obeying the Divine ordinance—*go
forth and fill the carth and subdue it.”s (Cheers.) In the’
~eyes of the frivolous and the vain, such wandorers may be
advenfurers, and the term adventurer may be made to mean
anything that is base and disreputable. But all the civi-
lisation of the world has been the handiwork of just such
adventurers. . Heroie adventurer§ gave Greece. her civilisa- .
tion ; sainted adyenturers gave Rome her Christianity ; the
“gloritied . adventurers celebrated in history, established in
western Burope those laws and liberties which we are all
. eydeavouring to” perpetuate in America. {(Cheers.y  Let
us rather, then, as adventurer has lost its trug meaning, let
us rather look upon the emigrant, wherever born and bred,
as a founder, as a greater than kings and nobles, because
he is destined to conquer for himsclf, and not by ‘the hired

[N .
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hands of other men, his sovereign dominion over some

founder who plants his genealogical tree deep i the soil of
the earth, whose escutcheon bears, what Cowley so happily.

- called the Dest shield of nations—*“a plough proper in a
" Mield arable,”  (Cheers.) . Mr. Speaker, in the spirit of a
“broad, uncircumseribed Canadian patriotism, which knows

religion, nor language, but only Canada and her advance-
ment, I beg tq-move for the fourth-time for a Committee

adopted as their own by hon. gentlemen opposite who have
_ the power, if they have the will, to establish a new system,
[ certainly.feel some degree of exultation at the favourable
prospects. which are before this great priject. I can say-
for mygelf most truly, though 1ot at all inScnsible either to
the favour of ‘my constitucnts or my colleagues in this:
House, that if 1" were quitting public lifé or personal life
to-morrow, ‘I .would -feel a far Ingher satisfaction in re.
membering that some honest man’s sheltering roof-tree had
° beemraised by my advocacy, than'if 1 had been Premier or

desire of mthers in furope and  America to” lay waste
populousq{)inccs; let it be our better ambition to populate
. waste places.  In this we shall -approach “nearest to the

\ withiit us ;- in this we shall become makers and creators of

new comimunities and a new order of thangs ; it is to further

“In some degree this good work, duting the present session,

-that I have now the lonour to move for a.Select Com.

. -wmittee to take into consideration the subject, of Fmigration

and the Settlement of the country. [The lon. gentleman
“sat down amid loud checrs from all parts of the House.]*

* On Monday, April 28, 1862, the following Committee were on motion’
of Mr. MeGee, secondey by Mr. Bell of Lanark, appointed by the House :—
Mr. Mcee, Honourable Messigurs Alleyn, Robiuson, Foley, Loranger,
Drunmond and Portman, -and Messrs, Jackson, McDougall,. Robitaille,

Joseph Dufresne, De Cazes, Desaulniers, Pope, O'Hdlloran, Jobin, Bell
(Lanark), Dawson, Scott, Abbott, Benjamigy Hooper, Dickson, . Haultain -
and McKellar. B ] ' . ’ . !
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- this louse, n any legislative light, neither race, nor

share of -the earth’s surfice. - (Cheers.)  He .is the true

on Bmigration and Settlement. When I'sce those interests - .-

Governor of the Provinee. (Cheers.)  Let it be the mad

_Divine “original, whose image, however defaced, we bear
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_House v AsSeMuLy, Queske, OcToBER 231,,18683.

* Onx the resolutién‘tb coneur in=the vote of §20,000 fo
exploration and survey of thé proposed Intercolomal Rail-

.
.¥

 way— oo L .

" {Ion. Mr. McGer said that, before  concurrence was

< taken on this resolution, he begged leave  to call attention
to two additignal documents-lud on the table, since thiy
subject \?{l‘sﬂ’i\st_ under consideration. -Among ‘the papers
sent down, there were- oy two_really new, the despateh
‘from His Excelleficy the Licutenant-Governor . of New
Branswick, dated 18th September, 1863, wnd an elaborate.
answer- thereto, contained in a_ memorandum - from “the

Govefnment of Canada, dated 20th September, 1863

+ 0 Mhe. lettér “of Tlis ., Fxecllency, the Licutenant-Governor

says :—“ T have the honour to transmit to, your Ixcellency
(Governor-General-of Canada) the ‘accofnpanying copy of a
minute of my Ixéeutive Councik. 1 readily assent toythe.,
adoption of the course recommended by this minute, and |
“entirely concur. in"the hope therein expressed, thiat na
further departure from the agreement entered into between
‘the three. Provinces w}l ‘be hereafter, proposed by your
“Tixeelleney’s advisers”™ - Jt was quite evident from that .
short, note "that "1lis Lixcellency the Licutenant-Governor
of New Brunswick did not expect that any other portian
of the Ilﬂc;‘ébloniul {lglf(‘(‘lll‘c;lt‘ of Septembier, 1862, would *
have been abandoned by the Government of Canada, exeept
only in “relation to the time of the preliminary” survey.
- 1f this other memorandum of 29th September, drawn up by
-the Canadian Government, contained, as it professed to do,
“their® deliberate conviction that the negotiations oft 156z
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~+ had-come to an end; if that was their deliberate conviction
at'the Tecent reconstriiction of the Cabinet, an intimation
~to this elfect ought to have. been candidly and authori-
" tatyvely conveyed to' the Governments of: the Lower Pro.
“yinees before . this, and also_to this House and count y.
{Cheers.) . But the first intimation al the abandonment on
- our part_was made in this document. of 29th September
last.« He called this document an uneandid document, and-
SInjurious in"t‘l‘lc'_highcst degree to the character for good -
fth of this country ;" dnd f there was oiie thing. more
k -than ancther which any ‘(overnment, cither old or new;
dught, to preserve with Jealousy, it was their reputation for-
- good fdith.*.This document went round and round: Robin
Hood’s barn, and did )')()t‘v ast.;ltc"'lmmistl.\‘ that the members -
- 9f the  present Government, vn coming.into ollice, agreed
among themselves ta regard the negotiations aditered into
by Messrs. Howland and Sicotte as at an end. * It did not
spretend to say, the#Government was reconstructed on that
understhndipg. - If the (overnment had stated that, after a
full and eareful re-considerition of all the facts, t hey were
“resaleed to abandon the negotiations; if they had sald so
plainty and above board, they would have deserved credits
- tor frankness al least, (Hear, hear)  But it was ouly/
oW they came out with a declatation on ghis most m-
portant subject of policy, with fegard .to which, months ago,
theXpresent Attorney-General East had left the C:ii)inct";»
and later, refused to hecome again a member, on the ground
“that this. Intereoloniul Railroad question was “not wholly .
abandoned, It was only now they“took definite ground on’
“this matter, which, if they had, taken with ¢redit (o them:
selves, should have been taken and lield from the beginning,
(Cheer<) = But there. had been a bredch of faith on the
part of our Government towards both the Colonial” and
Amperial Governmengs in regard to these Tntercolonial
‘Railroad negotiations.: He would adduee evidencg to prove
this position, and “did believe the ‘inembers of e, House
" “would not permit this matter to be ahisposed of by a stab in
the dark four* months. after. They should, in the previous
searlon, i duty to the Premier Timself, to the members
N S . 2 ¢ *
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_nf tlm formor CO\'CI’IHI]("nt mot in this one; in _]nxuce to.
the hon. negociators themselyes, and: by all the considera-
tions of honour and national good ffnth, ‘have stated frankly
what they stated now. (Hear, hear.) ‘The hon. gcntlcm'\n N
now proceulul to read the minute: of the Cariadian Govern- -
ment to support his views of their conduct in refereiice to
breaking. off of. the negotiations. The second p\rwraph
read as follows: “lho Committee find that, whilst the
Lxecutive Council of New Brunswick advise thc appoint-
ment of a surveyor to act'in con_]unctlon with' the surveyor
appointed by this Province to conduct the proposed survey,
they would scem to qualify the recommendation by :Mo-'
ciating with it a hope that the survey being accomphshcd
fhe \) wis.agreed -upon by the Lomcntmn, held i Sep-
tember, lbb.v', will be adliered to, if’ the construction of .
Cthe riilw: ay be hereafter found practicable. The Committee
Jearn withl pleasure thag, so far as thd survey is cfmcorncd
their plans are cordially acquiesced in bv the Exteutive of
- New Brunswick, and thiey look forward with satisfaction to
the consummation of  the 1mportant umlcrtdkmq of which .
the survey is the prehmnmr\ step. In order that’ thz re
may be no nmnpprchelmon however, butween th (ro\chl. :
ments of the Provinces having n common interest in {lns
matter, the! Committee think 1t right to call to mind the
uanner w which the ne"otmhons condueted in Landon
té\rmnmtml, and the general position in which the question
of an Intercolonial Railway at present stands in this Pro.
vince, I'he. Committee would remind your Tixcellency
that the conditions propmcd by the Imperial Giovernment,
~in connection with the assistance to be remdered t()\mnls
“the constiuction of the railway, ditfered in som¢ important -
patticulars from the agréenicnt of September, 1862, and
from the instructions whichi T\ delegates sent on. the part
of Canada were charged to carry intos effect.  The Cow.
mittee may refer to the distinet refusal on the part of the
turperial Government to regard the contribution which
(‘anada might make to- the Intercolonict- Railwiy as beinge
to that extent an expendituresfor defensive purposes ; the
]nopowd sinking fund, and fo tlu, condition sct forth m

e o pem et Sn e

> ' : : ./‘




= . . . R Sl - e t
. . = ’ N

A e e : . L

SPEECHES IN CANADIAN PARTIA

e

IENT. 7 233 L
the 9th. of the scries of ‘Propositions  presented by the SRR
~lmperial Government :—Giovermment ot to he asked for o7
this guarantee until the ine and surveys shall have been
subinitted to and approved- by Her Majesty’s Giovernmgnt,
rand’ unti] it shall have been shown to'jts satisfaction that
the line can be constructed without further application for -
- an Imperial guarantee,” ! The  Imperial Goyernment thus

-

making th(f proposed ds<Tstance, by way of aloan, contingent EER .‘f
upon the results of o previous survey cstublis'hing the .suf- LT
“icieney of thes guarantee for the full purposes for which it~ - .+
Wwas to7 be, granted. . The delegates;” therefore, were con- - T
stratfied to decline the_a('/(jvpt;mcc ol a_proposal fettered by

conditions so much at varianee with their instructions, and - © -
their decision received the approval of- their colleagues as s
~being in harmouy with the spirit of the agreement arrived '
at by the ()ucbcc_(,_‘uny‘(‘nrim'l, and in entire conformity with o
the unequivoeal tone of public opinion in.the Provinee, * s
~The negotiations founded upot the undegstanding entered
“mto by the Convention of Suptember, 1862, were regarded e
a8 tegminated with_the return of the delegates to tlus Pro- ‘
vinee.” Now this portion of the despatch was wholly - ™»
incorrect, the delegates not being cither instrueted or con-
~strained to dec)ine any.propositions made by the Tmperial
- Government, their duty being to transmit sucl to the other  * o
members of the Canadian Governmeit for their considera. = o
tion.. The minute (Canadian Execufive Council), went on '
. Wosay—“1t was hoped that’ the Report of the Council of 1
2oth February last would have sutliced to prevent amiscon- {
“ception_ as to the necessary abandonment of the basis upon . ’
which the negotiations up to that time had: been founded, |
“and to show that any further action by tiyf Government of
this Provinee must be the subject of subs quent considera-
tion.””  Now, he denied that " the Report” of Febpuary 25, :
-’63, indicated the neeessary abandonment. of the basis upon '
which the negotiations up to that time had been founded.
He denied -that the moditication went | further than

as FEERY- W .’
regards the necessity of a preliminary survey, which was a A
totally  ditferent thing. - If it could be shown that the ST

Order in Council of 235t Februaty, 1562, pronounced ' e
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neccssarv tﬁle ﬂl)andomnont of the basis roferrod to then
this memorandum of a few days ago was in harmony thero.
with, and the ‘basis was alnndoncd by the last (-(wcrmnent
and not the present. But no such thing could be shown,
“The finute of 29th Septembet further stated “That the
carrying out f the: agreement of September, 1862, neces-
sarily (](‘})Ul(]e(l upon the success of “the negatiations with v
the Tmperial Government, and the assent of the Legislatures
of ‘the three Provinces being obtained,  Zhese neyoliations
having failed, and it being m'unfcst that the construction of .
the railway could not be attempted without Imperial aid,
the Canadian Government did ot feel that they were in a
position to-invite any action on the part- of the Canadian
Legisiature, beyond makjng a preliminary survey, the re-
sults of which may lead to further negotiations, and ona
ditferent buasis from that agreed to by the Convention.”
The hon. gentleman (Mr. - MgeGee) deme(l emphatically
that the negotiations had failed.  Such was not the fact.
The (locunu nt continued-as follows: “In order to promote
"Yhe construction of a work which’ the ,events of each suc.
ceeding vear invest with greater nnport.mce the Committee
addressed themselves to the task- of devising plans whereby
the attainment of the object might be eocurv(l I & manner
onsistent with the interests aud resources of this Province. .
They found that” the examination of the route, and the
satisfactory comypletion af_a survey was also 1n<hc1tcd by
“the Impm'\l Government, as conditions prece dent of any
négotiations, and they then informed your Execllency that
th(\ had decided upon recommending an appropriation by
th(, Legislature of Canada, for the purpose of making such
ps Ya sury ey as is necessary to the final determination of the
several pmpos.lls In (‘onforuntv with this, “they have
asked an appropriation - of $10,000 during the present -
session, and . they have also .xppomtcd an engineer to pro-
ceed with the survey so soon as the requisite arrangements
~can be completed.  The action of the Legislature has pro-
» ceeded o far as that it may be regavded as having rendered
the appropriation a cerlam///, and the immediate commence.

ment of the survey, 1>, therefore, dcpuu]ent only upon the
% |
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. -ju11q1'lnli,t‘}e(l‘ concurrence of the Provikees of Nova Scotia
‘hnd\l\'cw Brunswick.  Tle necessity of a prompt decision
m the part of -the (Government of New ‘unswick, with the
{'iow of an early commencement of the urvey, is obvious, |
nasmuch as the season ‘during which tiis survey.may bhe .

~nost advantageously performed is rapidlg. passing awav,”

* He would beg the ouse to observe that " #his was the first.
tine any Canadian document, attempted t& ])l:ly('(‘ the re:
q'ponsibilitjdf the rejection of the propositidp for a survey*

-qu the Governments of Nova Scotra and Néw Brunswick
—an attempt to make it appéar that the tarms of the
tiegotiations agreed to by those Provinces, anil fngorpo'- ,
rated in both their Statufes, to which they never. objeeted,
had been abandoned by them, instead of by usi- (Ilear, .
hear.). "It was quite evident they did nothing - of the_
kFl](l. ACheers.) ~ And, really, to ask them to. give their .
concurrence to the abandonment of the terms was to ask
them to abandon the scheme altogether.  If this was what

" the Canadian Government wanted, let them drop out this -

paltry item of 820,000 for a survey, at once—Ilet them

geboup and declare. they were not in favour of the Inter.

colonial project itself, "~ . :
Hon. J. S.VA\IACDONALI)-—”(}HF‘, hear. o
Ul Mr. McGee would do the hon. gentleman the

Justice to say that he believed he' was a frieind of the -

scheme,” and opposed “to its abandonment ; but his. new

colleagues, who were opposed- to it, had diagged him with
them “in this matter,  But his.- Government now asked
the Lower Provinees {o abandon the conditions ‘accepted
by them, -and  embodied i their Statutes. He (Hon!

J. 8. Mucdonald) had become a party to that procecding, .

whether willingly or unwillingly it mattered not; and upon

him and his co])lcugm-s must fall the responsibility,- [le

(Mr. McGee) could” undérstand the conduct of the o,

" Attorney- General Bast, who had retired from the Macdonald-
Sicutte Cabinet, and had refused to enter it again, out of
hostility to the Iutercolonial Railway scheme, and because

- itwas not to be abandoned, ' C )

ton. J. 8. Macvonatv—No, no!

A}
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Ton. \[r. MCGFE ropmtcd thh wis the rm\on, and it
“« was well known to. thc House .unl thc country.  (Hear,
Chear)) ‘1 ' ST ‘ -

Several ()ppomtlon \Imnbcrs—-—\ eg,” ves.

Hon. Mr. McGee would repeat he could 11’1(101'@('1!1(1 oS
’\lr. Doriow’s position on this question, but he could not
understand, and thought this House would not understand,
why it was ncccsmr) for Government to make this elaborate -
statement _(the minute of 29th September) to throw the
onus of thesubandonment “of the scheme on the Lower Pro. .
vinees, while in reality all the obxt.lcles to it had arisen,
one alter another, in ‘the sentiments "aind conduct of the
present Canadian Government  itself. (Llwcxs) Having
raised obstacle after obstacle, which the sister Provinces
had generally overcome, our Government at last, having no
longer an impediment to raise, had given an lnt(‘rprc ation
to their own poiicy on tl\(, lntcrcolonml Railway project,
which they had never given before the eleptors, or the
country, or this-House, during all the past discussions on
this subject ; and now, for the first time, four months after
- their as¢ent to po\\ er; we had an authoritative. exprc’ ssion
of the new policy in relation to this subject, with an attempt
to make it appéar of a: piece with the old policy.  (Hear,
hiear.)  One of the most siigular portiohs of the document
which he had read w as,\f’r“t mn relation to the necessity of
a prompt (]LLNOH on the part of New Brunswick, in order
to the -commencement of a survey of the routes This
prompt dckmon was required on the part of New. Bruhs- -
wick—not on “our part.  (Loud laughter.)  This way
_ fequivalent to saying again it was only the Lower I rovinees
that were raifing obst: wles. 1t would be rmwml)cx(d thit
“yon previous |occasions he had endeavoured, but fatled; w
i extract froml the Govermment whether th(y l}.ul cver in-
formed the Governments of the Lower Provinges that they
had abandongd the poliey of 1862, The Ast Zm.(\ General
Fast and Firtanee Minister had failed to angwer this ques-
tion when pllt to them on three several ()92»101)\ ditring
the present kession,  (Hear, hear.)  Now, however, we

" could get an pmswer when thc members o /the x\dll]l),llbll.h

N
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tioni had ‘at length agreed ,among themsolves upon the
policy shadowed fort), in"tls minute- in Louneil of the
29th September ; now, when ey had been four months in
- power, during almost the whole of which {ime thev had no
formed policy on this subject which they: could transmit to
the Lower Provinees, at long last dur "Ministers agree tg
a policy, and put their opinions on paper. The hon. gen-
tleman proceeded- to “poiiit out . the incorrectness of - the

statement in the minute, relative to the object of the

Imperial Government iy, asking for a survey and sinking
fund, arguing that the demand was only intended as a con.

dition precedent o their goimng down to the House of

Commons to ask for the suarantee. The Canadian Govern.
ment, therefore, misrepresented the position of the Colonial
-Oflice in order to Justity its own position and want of faith, -
(Hear.)  Then this document assumed to rely on' the doey. _
ment of the 25th February, as having conveyed tlie informa-
tion to this House that'te original basis of agreement had
been ab:mdone.d,‘ and also that if some details, if the old
negotiation conducted iy England by Ifon. Messrs, Sicotte
and Howland could be adjusted, the enterprise as agreed
‘upon 1n the Conference of September, 1862, would go on,
But thc‘l“cbruury report " pronounced no opinion whatever
as to the abandonment, of the basis of Scptcmbcr, 1862, .
- On'the contrary, it assunied throughout it might be tnduced
“to reconsider some of its objections and recall some of its
propositions, and intimated as -delicately as it could that
sotiie of the counter propositions of our delegates might be
recalicd,  (Hear, hear.) Nor did it give a single hint that
could be intcrprct(j_d mto an abandonment of the basis
In question, Moreover, it conclided with tle expression
of a strong hope that the negotiations might yet be carried g
to a suceessful termination. The present Order iy Couneil
» endeavoured to Justify itself by putting the notification of.
the abandonment of the negotiations in_the mouth of the
minute of February, 1562 ; but it did -not dare to quote o
single sentence in proof. He thought it would be news to
soine lion. members Jike himself, Who at that day were
the Government, that they had recorded a minute of Councfl
-

i
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- communicated.to the Lower Provinces, which would-justify
them in assuming that our Government had abandoned its _
“own act of the previous September.
Hon. Mr. Gant—Was this minute of Pebruary,” 1863,
~ communicated to the Governments “of the Lower Pro-
Svinees? - N S -
Hon. Mr. McGeg replied in the affirmative. They dis-
tinetly understood that it recognised ‘the old basis, and
authorised a survey, cverything going to show they under-
stood the very contrary tothe scheme being abandoned.
" He thought it was much to be regretted this minute of Sep-
tember 29th had been ‘adopted, as the character of Her
Majesty's Ministers in Canada must suffer both in the
Lower Provinces and .in England—much to be regretted
- for the honour of - this country. (Hear, hear.) A more
disingenuous picee of spécial pleading he had never read ;
and it was because he had a real desire that our country-
men along the Bay of Fundy and the Gulf should not have
a low opinion of this country, that our Government should
not be considered a pack of trigksters, and that Canada
should maintain unsullied her 1?1blic faith, that he con--
demned the parties responsible /for this document, and
desired to see our Cabinet take a/ more honest and dignitied
course than in the matter undef consideration.  If at any
time Government should find’ 1t essary to abandon .
a particular policy, which' it hgd rfified in-a manner par-!
- taking - of the nature of a sblemm contract or freaty, it
ought to do so frankly and Joftidially, and at the carliest ™
possible moment. Ie had ng objection it Government was
opposed to any measure, to their getting up frankly, and
saying so, and would not hfve objected if they had stated
they did not consider the fgrmer negotiations binding, and
that the whole thing was gbandoned but if they felt so,
let them not ask $20,000 for a sygvey to cnable themselves
to” gain time, wlhile simul um‘on;%'vt-hcy seck to place the
responsibility of rejecting the scheme on the Lower Pro-
vinees in an unfair and digingenuous manner.* :
» After some further discussipn of a conversational ‘kind, the concur-
Jence was taken, without dividing the L use. : T

*
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STATE OF THE COUNTRY -
: " DEFENCES.

House or AsseMbpLY, QuEebsc, OctoBER 13TiM)

O~ the last day of the session, the question by
the third reading "of the Militia and  Volunteer
Bills— S . ‘ -

Mr. McGee said—Défore the question “is put, Mr.
Speaker, 1 desire to address the House for the last time
this session, when it may be proper to do s05 on the subject
of the state of the defences, provided for, in some sort, in
these bills, and the  other subject inscpambly conncected
with our - defenee; the situation in which, when we quit
Quebee, we shall leave the Governmment of the country.
(Hear, hear) 1 think, Sir, it must be admitted by every
one at all attentive to our politics during the preseiit year
of grace, that one of our greatest weaknesses is the present
Government of the country.  (Hear, hear): No doubt
there are other vulnerable points of attack in ourf position,
but so long as we vn/éy have a strong Governmept—a Go--
vernment acceptablé to, and fairly representing -all - classes
and scctions of " the population—a Government thoroughly -
masters of the hearty, unbought allegiance of the prople
they govern, the main basis of al] defence may be ‘constdered
HLour possession, Now, have we such a Govermment, so
essential to the effective administration of this new Militia
code, so soon as it becomes law ? (llcur,/hc.'i&r.) On
quitting Quebec, after voting for these measures—after
voting the large expenditure necessary to put them in
operation—do we feel assured, can we assure®our con-
stituents, that we have taken the best possible means for
the preservation of Canadu’s independence, so long s the
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" greatest danger ‘of all remains unremedied—a weak Go-
vernment, existing by sufferance, at the mercy, from day to
~day, of the caprice of two of three individuals?  (llear,
. hear.)  Mr. Speaker, I shall vote for the fingl. passage of
both the bills now, before you, not that I consider this
. Militia Bill the best or the fittest measure for Canadd —not
“because "I think the Volunteer Bill one which will satisfy,
or could be expected to satisfy, the Volunteers. of this
~country—(hear, hear)—but because I regard this Govern.
ment as merely a Provisional Government. ~(Cheers and
counter cheers.) It can bg considered in no other light,
with its majorities of one, two, and three. (Cheers.)  And -
‘because, though it is a great misfortune to a country to
lave n merely ad inferim Government in eritical times, yet
provision must be made, means and machinery must be
provided for some degree of defence, cven under the im. .
mense disadvantage of placing them in the hands of such a
Government. (Cheers.) I do not think -in the -present
hands the country-will get value for the money voted.
 Mr. ScopLe—\Why do you vote it then?

Hon. Mr. McGee—As a temporary provision. (Ilear, *
hear.) But certainly not because I-rtegard these Acts @
embodyingthe best system, nor this Government as pos-
sessing the confidence of thosé who are to be called on to
turn out under these Acts. (Cheers.) In vain we vote
pay to militiamen, and clothing and arms to “volunteers, if
we cannnot present to the world without, the spectacle of 3
Government caleulated to inspire them with respect, and to
our own people at home such 4 conduct of affairs as will

“cnlist their cheerful and united co-operation in bearing the
cost and performing the dutics of this or any other system
~of Militia organisation. . (Ilear, hear.) -It is nccessary,

" most of all now, before we separate for the year, that some
one should tell the truth plainly to the Government itself
that however weakly they may cxult in’ the adroit manage-
ment by which they have barely esedped defeat, day by day,
since the-first day of the session, at what sacrifices. and

" surrenders of principle and public poliey they themselves
> know, that, however they might raise a cheer when the

e
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clerk, in calling the division, cou ;
—that they have far less of the salutary confidence necessary
to"protect Canadian interests at this' momerg—at. the close
of the session—than they had even at the ppening of the -
session, - (Cheers, and” .cries of “No, 15,” and “Yes,
ves.”) Tt is liceessary, then, to demonsty

little In detail, from the hour at which we
—the olose of the secortd month we have spent, will not
say wasted, in Quebec—it js necessary for me to make good
the rapid decadence of the political hopes formed of the -
Macdonald-Dorion combination of May Jast—hopes ” are
formed alike of ¢ ey brooms " and now Govérnments—
(laughter)—and this, Mr., Sptakc;r, L shall endeavour to do
in a very summary manney. . It will be rcmeljllbered by the

ited one \wote above 4 i

are now arrived

House (hat the ‘avowed object of the dissolytion of May
last was'to enable the country, by electing .4 new Parlia-
ment, to remedy the inherent weakness ‘which a too close
balance of parties was found to have created iy the last
Parliament, (Hear, hear.) - That was the avowed object—
(hear, * hear) —and what was the. result?
men, strengthened with so many other strong men, making
an eleetion with all {le advantages of their position, real,
imaginary, present, and praspective—these strong men -
suceeeded in splitting the country, cast and west, with a
diagonal line, throwing two-thirds "of the east on one side
and two-thirds of the west on the other, (Cheers.) 'l
succeeded in giving us, as I predicted at the hustings of
Montreal,  two compact sectional majorities,” and thus~
has this gession staggered on, while Canada, like Issachar,
“an ass between two burdens,” groaned under thie twofold
infliction, (Cheers.)  Let us see how this engine s
worked for- the last two months, and judge if it can con.
tinue so to work P (Hear, hear,) 1t i§, perhaps, indelicate

o refer to the seleetion made of o candidate for the speaker-  _
ship at the commencement of the session, but a sensé of
justice compels me to say a word, I stated in the dis-
cussion which preceded that election my objections to the
Ministerial proceedings, in presenting their actual Solicitor.
General to that chu’ir, and I am more and more confirmed

i R 2 :
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in the opinion that those objections were. sound ; but the
clection was not a party test. "It was carried by eiglt
votes, thiee of whom have sinee acted consistently with the.

" Opposition—(hear, lrear)—making a difference of "six to be

-deducted from eight, if 1t had been’ a- party vote. (Hear,
. hear.) -But the choice was made, and I will take the -
Tiberty of .Adding, after the experience of the past two
months, that I belicve, Sir, your. impartial conduct in the
*chair has justly entitled you to the respect and confidence
of both sides of tht House. (Hear, hear.), = After the .
_ election came His Excellency’s speech, which contained the
programme of a full session.. (Cries of Hear; hear.”) " The
programme of a full sessiong—though ministers in the very
first debate took the .extraordinary liberty of putting their
own gloss on the spéech, by declaring here, in their places,
that they did not mean-what His Excellency said—that all |
they wanted was a Militia Bill and Supply Bill. - (Hear,
hear.) In the Speceh from the Thront we were assured
that ‘measures “interrupted by the dissolution " would be
submitted to us; but we heard no more of those measures.
(Llear, hear.)- We were specifically promised in the Speech
a Bankruptey Bill,—but we have heard no more of .that:
- (Hear, hear.y  There was the Patent Law, the Civil Service
‘Amendment Ack—we heard: no more of them. . (llear,
hcar.)[ Now it is, in my -mind, Mr. Speaker, one among
the tlfings most to be avoided in our system—-any weaken-
ing of the confidence of the country, in the utterances de-
~livered from the Throne—any lessening of the prestige that
._surrounds the weakest of our “three estates” 100t was
. never intended—=as it appeared by the announcemént of.the.
hon. gentleman at the head of the Governmeut that 1t never
lad been intended—to stake their ministerial existence on
any onc of those measures, so solemnly - promised 1 us,
. why put their idle and unintentional words in the mouth of
His Excellency? ~ (lear, hear.)  l'or iy part, Sir, I rejoice
to know that the representative of - Her Majesty in this
Province, as far as he has been known to the people, is
- personally and deservedly popular. - (Hear, hear.) And it
s the interest of every Canadian that the Ghief Magistrate

e
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“should stand well with-all cla‘ssebs; of the people. The Go-

»

vernment cannot be safe; the country cannot be safe, if it is
otherwise, and therefore it is I lay the utmost strength on

this bad example, of making the representative of -the - -

Sovercign responsible. for official promises, which his ad.

. visers, through their wait of nerve, or their want of sup-

port—it matters nothing which, when the mischief is done .
—hever attempt to fulfil to thé people. - (Ilear, hear.) As
to the amendments to the Militia law promised in the

- Specch, and the hope then expressed that the House would"

receive those amendments in the proper spirit, I think it

- will be admitted, Mr, Speaker, that the House has shown ]
the best spitit in the discussions which have taken place on
“that _subject. ‘(Hear, hear,) ~But, Mr, Speaker, let it be '

understood that every voice raised in advocacy of an im-
proved and extended system of defence, expept the Premier's,
i introducing his an ndments, came from the ranks.of

. the Opposition.  (Cheers, and cries of “Yes, yes,” and
“No, no,” from the Mmisteriulbcnchgs.)j Yes ! the Premier -

in these discussions stood alone amoug his friends. (Cries.

of “Ohl oty . - . . . -
~ Hon. Mr, ForeY—The~ hon. member for Lincoln as- .

sisted him.  (Hear, hear,). . e
Hon. M. McGig—Yes; T beg his pardon; T should
not have forgotten the hon. member for el (Mr.

McGiverin), ~Ile certainly gave efficient aid, but all
the. rest of 1 the Ministerial following voted ‘in dumb . -
show— (hear, -hear)—while the hon. mémbers -for Kings. - .

ton, for Montgeal Centre, for Laval, and -for Lennox
and Addin'gtgnhparticularly distinguished themselves in

those debates ; and al four belonged to the Opposition.

(Cheers.)  If "the Government had depended for party

sugport to carry evenl the present measurés, they know

well they would have failed; - they know well there are -

enough of -their supporters hostile -to all_such legislation
to leave them in a minority —two votes changed can do
it any time—(langliter)—if the Opposition_proper and the

. ndependent’ members had chosen to ‘make a united stand -

against any one provision of these measures, (Opposition
. - N . . . N “ R .

L)
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‘cheers.) This factrgvery one knows, but the organs of the
| ‘Administration will B&carefu] not to mentionrit. (Laughtér.)
-.. " Now, as tao the financial legislation promised us in His -

, Excellency’s speech, what had ‘become of that? We were-
- W promised—— - 0o T T .
- The Hon. J. S. MacpoNaLD hege rose.to a-question of
" order. -He wanted to know i the hon. gentlehan was
. speaking to the question? - .- ' .

<

Mr. SeeakerR would read to the hon. member the rule

on the subject, leaving it to himself to make the’ appli-
cation, | <L AR I
"« The rule having been read, - - B
. Hen. Mr, McGEt resumed.—1I atp much obliged to you,
" Mr. Speaker, for reminding me of the rule, and I shall -
~ endeavour to adhere as_rigidly to it as possible. (Ilear,
hear.) , Certainly, it seems to me a most important consi.
AR geratioh for the security of Canada, whether we have a
" . strong Goverfiment or a weak one, a.popular -or an un.
t°.,, Jpopular Administration. = (Hear, hear.) Notwithstanding
these excurgions, 1 hope, before 1 sit down, to make the --
matter’ pertinent enough to the direct question—our public -
defences, ' (Hear, hear.) When, then, Sir, as I was about
~ to say, we were instructed in the Speéchito give our attei.-
" tion to bringing ““the expenditure of the country-within its
' ihcome ”—we all, in eur simplicity, supposed "that the
- Finanee Minister was to bring us here some project of taxa.
. tion=some skeleton -of a tariff—to effect.that object.. He
.. alone could bring it, but, again, the promise implied in the
Speech was violated, - (Hear, hear.). Morcover, there was -
“a paragraph in tlte Speech which even - the hon.” gentleman
“ (Hon. J.S. Macdonald) can, I suppose, see.the relevancy
of, in relation’ to our Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Com.
pany, and its value as a “ military work ”” fo ““ the- British.
> . American Provinces.Y - But what cares the hon. gentleman
- for British America? (Iear, hear.) e would far rather
.-~ give hisIeisure to acting as his own wliipper-in. ~(Laughter.)
A whipper-in is a necessary Parliamentary agent, an offtice
~all very well for’ a junior member; but<a Prime Mimster
- who is his own whipper-in is haedly likely to trouble his head -

-
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much about aﬁf'flling Soxlgerning the consolidation of British

- Am@ca., " (Cheers.) -I now distinctly charge the hon.
. gentleman snd his colleagues with_having, from whatever
© motives, so entangled and embroiled the Intercolonial Rail-"
‘way negotiations with the Lower Provinces, that they have
- hot only sought to get. rid of the basis agreed on at Quebec, .
in September, 1862, but they-have gof rid of the survey
they thémselves propased, and for which, one week ago, we
voted the proximate sum of $20,000. (Repeated -cries of .* .
.“Hear, hear.”) That charge I distinctly make, and I intend -
to move for documents which I believe to be in existence, -
"\ which will establish that charge; I do not lhesitate to say,
"\these, proofs which exist, must, when published, do great
amage to_this country's credit- and character. . (Hear, -
“hear), o e : e L.
.-} An HoN, Memser—1What .has that to - do -with the
.Militia.  (Hear, hear.) - \ R
Hon. Mr. McGee—Everything.  If we are to have al
. -System of defence all the year round, it is most essetlti:xl/ '
~ to know how’we are to, get to the sea five months. of the
year.. (Cheers.) If we are to defend ourselves, or be
defended from England, we must stand well in England,
from which we must derive « war’s two fnain hinges—iron
aud gold.” et . S
An Hown. Messer—Whose is that ? (Laughter.) N
Hon. Mr. McGge—The phrase is Milton’s, who had it ~.
» from Machiavelli, who ‘may have had it, as was popularly . °
suppbsed, from ¢ Old Nick.” (Laughter.) ~ One of* the two A
« linges, at least, of all defence, we must derive from England,
~and that will depend on the.exhibit our “sturdy beggar.
- —the phrase_is his own, not mine—1I mean the Minmster of .
- Finance, may make i England.  (Ilear, hear.) "Now, we
© Will Tmagine the hion. Minister, safely arrived at London; in
“ search of his four millions loan (including $900,000 for A
defences), and, though lost in the crowd for a moment,
we will imagine him emerging into the very sanctyary of
- British credit.© He will fﬁld before him merchants who
. - know how to unite the large knowledge of statesnien with -
-~ the keenest attention to their ‘own, interests, and men not -
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-~ altogetlter ignorant of what has passed, and is passing, in
Canada, - Tagine the hon. .gentleman_indicating to such
_ men the gro?ﬁds' for future loans to Canada by saying, -
- “Our. Government Went to the. country last June, and we
_ estimated our expected majority at 20 or;25, but,.un-
fortunately, we found, when the House met, that we -
had two fies the first week.  However, we ‘did “our best to -
. strengthen ourselyes by seating .in “the House a private
person’ (Mr. Rankin) as member for Iissex. . -In this, un.
fortun'ately,‘ we ‘failed. - A week later we mlderwe;nt; the -
ordeal of a want of confidence motion, apd narrowly escaped -
. by a majority of threc in a full House. Tmmediately, =
seeing that something should be done, we took the mover
of that motion—a distinguished member of tlic House—
and made "a Judge of him. (Cheers and laughter.)” The .
ungrateful people of his constituency, however, not seeing -
their duty in that light, sent us in hus stead-a determined
Oppositionist (Mr. Raymond). . .So we made nothing by
giving the Judgeship ; still we think the ingenuity displayed
entitles our Government to great-consideration in England-
—pray, lend us four millions!” (Laughter.) Imagine
the hon. gentleman further explaining away the conduct of
. his Government in the Intercolonial negotiations, and being
. obliged to say, for the truth will be in England before him
—it will stand in his path by the Mérsey and the Thames
. =1t is true we proposed a survey to the Lower Provinces
and the Colonial Secretary, and that both parties accepted
our proposal; jt is true, we went through the; mockery of
voting ai item of $20,000 for that survey, and naming’a
surveyor ; but we found so many of our western supporters °
adverse to it, that we subsequently invented conditions
which compelled the Lower Provinces to. decline going on, -
and the Colonial Office to recall their ‘engineer, for which -
specimen of our good faith we think you ought to put con.
fidende in us—can you lend us four millions ?”  (Renewed
laughter.) - Nor, Mr. Speaker, will the well-known circum®
~stances attendant on the last vote in tnis House (Mr.
~ Galt’s) fail to be understood in England? It will be'seen .
" .at once by the observant politicians and capitalists of -

\
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England that- this is . not. really the hon. gentleman's
Government, but: the Government of any one or two men
who, on any test question,” happen to have the toothache
or'the rheumatisim, to stay away, or to put, up their price, - -
(Cheers and laughter.) “The .moraly confidence of the"
country in this Administration is utterly gone, and if there

- were to be a general election to-morrow;mot the city of
- Montreal alone, but the whole. country, would sweep them |
~away like a drift of dry leaves before the October blast. -
(Cheers.) 1In six months of administration you have de-

stroyed every hold you ever had on the hearts of the people

-~—those brave hearts, whether Frencli, English, Scotch, or -

" Irish, without whose confidence you will build up paper

. defences all n -vain,” (Hear.) "This fact, too, will ‘be
known right well in I‘]nglzmd, as the hon, gentleman wil]
find, when he gets there, secking for his four millions;
and pleading that $900,000 of it 1s for defence. To make
the country secure and strong—to inspiré with respect our

.. b . . ) . .
enemies, 1f we have enemies—we must have g strong

Govermment, and an honest Government, AHear, hear.)
T accept these bills now to be read for the third time,f&é
because they are the best possible Militia legislation, bu
because they are the best we can get from this Provisional
Government, , But will you go on ruling the country with
3 majority of one, two, or three? Wil you weaken, and

. €xpose, and imperil the country by such a. course, at such a
. time?  Or do you expect, by private bartering with indi--
* vidual members, to win over,. during the recess, one, or
- two, or'three more? .y Lower Canada—who is the Lower
Canadian traitor who can face his constituents wearing your,
livery ? (Cheers.) 1t 18, Mr, Speaker, some satisfaction
to many members, like myself; who do not desire the resto-
- Tation to office of the ol coalition (hear, hear), and who
Just. as little desire the ‘continuance in .office’ of the hon.
gentlemen now power (hear, hear), thiat iy quitting
Quebec we have made some improvements, to say the least,
on the existing Militia law ; while, at the same time, every
mewber of this House, not ix! the trammels of the Admi-
.uistration,‘must know and fee , that the prime want of our
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military as of our &ivil strength—the cardinal want of a

~ strong Government—must be supplied—or we must con-
tinue to see the credit and character of Canada suffer,

~ governed, as'she has been governed, by majorities made up

_ of'two or three votes, obtained, as they have been obtained,

under our own eyes, from the 13th of August lastto the

~ present moment. (Loud cheers.) S

a
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.- INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY DIPLOMACY.

\ .

\‘\kHousn oF Assxm.n,r, QUEBEG, MAapn_ 10TH, 1864.

MR. McGee, in rising to move the motion, of which he.
had given notice the first day of the session, for the produc-
‘tion of papers in relation to the Intercolonial Railway and
Survey negotiations, said ;- [ have “already, Mr, Speaker,
expressed my conviction—in the debate on the Address—
that the recent negotiations as to the Intercolonjal Railway
and Survey, I had red€ori to fear were not conducted in a
manner creditable to this country, and ¥ have now before
me on this desk the most melancholy proofs that that con-
viction ‘was well founded, (Hear, hear.) As the most
frequent and sustained, and by far the ablest and most im-
portant correspondence that has ever arisen among these
Provinces themselves, the series of papers sent down to us
. last Session, and those sent to the Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick Houses now sitting, deserve the careful review
. of every member of this House. An article of the organ
of the Administration of this day, denouncing the portion .
of that corresporidence sustained by His Excellency Governor -
Gordon of New Brunswick, as “petulant,” « ignorant,”
- “foolish,” anqd absurdly untrue "—what | cannot but eall
. an audacious article-—setting ‘a very bad example in the ‘
- tone of speaking of persons in His Excellency’s position —a
tone I should be very sorry to see adopted towards our
own Governor-Geueml——gives a very immediate import-
ance to this correspondence to which T now entreat the
attention of the Ilouse, (Hear, hear.). - It will be remem-
bered that the date of the-last paper, in.the return sent .
doy to us last October, was September Sth, There was,
indeed, another paper, the Canadian Memorandum of Sep-

. [ S . : !
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tember 29th, read in_this House, irregularly, and without
due consideration, as I/think, by the Hon. Premier the very
day of its adoption, Put. it 1s not yet formally before this
House. Y . - ’
Hon. J. S. MacpoNarp—It was sent that day by
- mail. . - E - ' Lo
;- Hon. Mr. McG :E—Sent by mail!  (Hear, hear.) That
EEE the way we breat our allies in the other Colonies. (Hear;
.~ hear.) -The Noya Scotia return includes the. paper of
September . 29th/ however, and brings down the serics to
. the Canadian Memorandum of - December 20th; while the
" New Bruiswick| retyrn, which reached .us only yesterday,
gives us all th su}}sequent papers, down to the Order in
Council appoin in‘;r/ Mr. Sandford Fleming on the 20th

»

B Yebruary last—th¢ day after the meeting of Parliament, -
T [observe—to mdk¢ the entire survey on.Canada’s “own
' responsibility anfl at our-sole expense —and the acknow--
' ledgment of that|step made by New Brunswick, under date
"/ TFebruary 29th,-only -ten days ago. Now, unless our
Government has komething behind, something which it has
not communicated to the other Provinces—and the negotia-
tion being in cofnmon, I presume that all the important
“documents are in possession of all the purties alike,—we have
thus, the hon. ggntlemen on the Treasury Benches have i
their hands the/means of refuting, or we of establishing,
the most serioys charge that can be made aguinst any
Government, thit is, the violation of its plighted, public
faith. (Hear, hear.)” I have read, Mr. Speaker, every
line of these Intercolomial papers,—I have read some of -
them for the first time within the last twenty-four hours,—*
- and although it is no pleasure to me to enjoy a personal or
party triumph_over the hon. gentlemen, I cannot for the
sake ‘of the great public interest at ‘stake, refrain from
repeating my full conviction- that our part in the recent
correspondence is not very creditable to Canada, nor such
“as to establish the good faith of our Government in the
entire transaction. (llear, hear.) When in the Lower Pro-
vinces last vacation, I maintained, publicly and privately,
the good faith of the d‘clegatio'n to kngland, and the Govern.

v
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~.ment that sent them there; T maintaiy so still; but it does I
now seem to me, from a careful review of the whole series” -
of these papers, that the new line ‘adopted by the new
Canadian Government,—in which one of those delegates
and four of the former Government now hold seats,—was - .
sufficient. to throw a retrospective shadow of uncertainty -

- over the entire good faith, even of the’ delegates themselves,

[ (Hear, hear.) The other Provinces would naturally say, . »
when objections sich as the sinking fund, peculiar fo
Canada, were started to the common project; when a survey
to- facilitate the project in its latest form was proposed, and

- when that joint-survey was declined by us unless the pro-
ject'itself was to be considered by all parties as.obsolete

- and at an end;—the other Provinces, secing these windings

- and turnings taken within twelve months under the lead of

- the same Prime Minister, with several of the same col-
leagues, would naturally say, “ What faith can be placed -
on the stability, what reliance can be placed in the pro-
mises, of these Canadians?” 9 say that was a very natural
conclusion for the other Provinces to arrive at; and that it
has taken full possession.of their minds, I necd only refer
to the very marked letters of Licutenant-Governor Gordon -
to His Excellency Lord Monck, especially the letters of the .

. Tth and 27th October last. * These letters, we learn from
this New Brunswick return, “received the approval” of
the Duke of Newecastle, and whenever they are read, I
have no doubt they will be admired for their hig-fl-Spil‘ith
assertion of the obligations resting on all the Provineial -
‘Governments as to this negotiation, and the vigorous English
in which they are expressed.  If T particularise these, and

- some other papers, it is not, T repeat, from any satisfaction
I feel in the discussion ; it is not to answer the insolent -

" aspersions of the Mercury of to-day; it-is not to fasten
conviction on the hon. gentlemen;; but it is to turn the light - .

“of the past upon. the present,—it is with a hope, however
extravagant, so to fasten public attention on this Inter-
colonial diplomacy, that it may not be possible hereafter

“for any Canadian Administration, if any such could be’

found, to play the double gawe at Halifax or Frederickton,

..
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in the name of Canada, without being called to answer
for it to the Parliament of Canada.” (Cheers.) - I must
say a word here on behalf of a gentleman who has
shown throughout these negotiations signal temper and
ability. I mean my friend, Mr. Tilley, of New Bruns.

wick, on whom the organs of our Administration have

- endeavoured to throw the entire responsibility of delaying

the Survey. (llear,:hear) Now, the fact is, as these
documents show beyond a shadow of doubt, none of the
negotiators has been wmore anxious than Mr. Tilley—as
certainly no one of the Provinces.is more at stake than
New Brunswick—in this undertaking.  The accident of
politics threw Mr. Howe out of public life for the mo.
ment in his own Province, soon after the return of the
joint delegation from England, and the Imperial Govern.
ment—(I am sure every British American will rejoice at it)
—Mhaving provided an -honourable retreat for Mr. Howe,
in the Imperial office of Fishery Commissioner, this Nova
Scotian revolution—by which, whatever his programme may
have -been, I cannot but feel that our provincial politics

“have lost one of their foremost exponents,—this change,-

[ say, naturally forced Mr. Tilley into the foreground in

- the .maintenance of the Quebec compact' of September,

1862, Mr. Tilley has performed his part, in my -judg-
ment, with great ability, and an extraordinary command
of temper; and when the great project has succeeded, as
succeed some good day it will, t6 no man can it be more
indebted than to Mr. Tilley, for having nursed it through
the most' critical period of its existence. - (Hear, hear.)
Now, Sir, to return to this curious correspondence. The "
last document brought down’to us was, the Touse remem.
‘bers, the Memorandum of our Council, read here on the
29th September, the day of its adoption, in vindication of
the Premier, by himself, and before 1t could be communi-
cated to the other parties. That proceeding I then thought,

~and still think, irregular and disorderly ; but let that

pass.. The document, however, I may observe, en passant, -
15 signed in these papers (N. DB. Series, p. 18), “J. S.
MecD.”—and not, as is our Canadjan custom, by the Clerk

@
0




" SPEECHES IN CANADIAN PARLIAMENT. 255

of the Council. " “What that means, if it means anything, T
am unable to say, but I cal] to it the attention of the other
hon. members of the Government noy in the House,
(LLear, hear:) Now, the first discovery which the Lower
Provinces seem to have made of the existence of a double
" influence in our Council, finds expression in a despatch of

Governor, Gordon to the Duke of Newcastle, n - August
last, and is thus enlarged upon in his subsequent despatch
of the 28th September ;¢ The Provincial Secretary of
. this Province, Hon, §. T, Tilley, together with the Provin-
cial Secretary of Nova Scotia, were at that time on their
way to Quebec for the purpose of arranging the detajls
connceted with tle commencement of the Survey ; and I

felt that on their learning what was sajd to.have fallen from

Mr. Dorion, they might- probably be disposed- to abandon

further negotiation. This, it appeared to me, would be
exactly that which would be most desired by the Canadian
Government, supposing them to be anxious to escape from
their obligations ; and I accordingly wrote to Mr, Tilley to
the effect that, whilst I thought” that, if ‘the Canadian
Government as a body repudiated the engagements of Sep.
“tember, 1862, or refused to bear five-twelfths of the expenses
- of the Survey, he would have 1o alternative but to refuse
~ to take any further” step, and should return lere imme.

diately ; yet, on the other hand, T saw advantages inpledg- .
ing the Canadian Cabinet £ the practical adoption of the share -

of expenditure contemplated in {he original “agreement, and
urged that the arrangements should proceed so long as it was
- possibleto assume that the Government of Canada intended, as
-aGovernment, to respect the engagemeits into which it had
entered.” (N3, Series, page 14.)—This despatch, observe,
vas sent ofl to Downing Street after Mr. Tilley’s return
from Quebec to Frederickton, while we were yet sitting
. here, and were assured that all Iis Excellency’s advisers

were fully agreed on their Intercolonial policy. - (Hear,
hear): Yet what do we find Governor Gordon ofticially

stating to the Dike of Newcastle on Mr. Tilley's report—-

that he found some of the Canadian Ministers “ ugsoluter,
- repudiating, and pthers'hcsxtatmg, to acknowledge tlie

.

U

e A




BRITISII AMERICAN UNION.

- obligations of September, 1862,"—a very dubious position,
as the Lower Province statesmen inevitably felt. The -
Memorandum of the 29th September, rcad in this House -
by the Premier, intended to define the exact position, at
that time, of the Canadian Cabinet, was communicated to -
New Brunswick, and drew from Governor Gordon the re-
markable letter to Lord Monck, of October 7th, which
formally inaugurated the goed faith ” controversy—a
controversy which seems ended ‘only by Mr. Fleming's -
appointment, ten days ago, and the. gleam of sumhme
which now seems to have fallen upon the path of - the
project—or, at least, upon the prospect of the-project. I
shall not go into the particulars of the good faith discussion,
in which we find Iis Excellency compelled by the exigencies
of the case to defend his own honour, while endeavouring
to Jjustify- his advisers; in which we find que:hlons— '
amounting almost to qucetwns of vemcny——-r'used between
these high officers administering these ncighbouring Go-
vernments; questions which™ never .ought to have been
raised, never could have been raised, if a weak spirit, un-
ﬁble te wield, and unable to resign oﬂlce had not presided -
in the Exccutive Council, and led the dehberatlons of this
House, with a pitiful <alvage of one p& cent. of its
members,  (Cheers) When our own return plages the
papers I have quoted from the New DBrunswick official
return in the hands of all the members of this louse (the
“return for which I am now moving), I shall be prepared if
_ necessary, to go 1ntg every detail of that ingenious series of
_expedients—the gain-time-at-any-price- -pokicy, pursued by
the present Administration towards the sister Provinces.
(Hear, hear.) I shall content myself to-day with calling
attention to one other fact involved in these Nova Scotia
-and New Brunswick documents. The House will - re-
member that last year our Government would not go on’
with the joint Survey, of which we were then to pay five-
twelfths only, unless Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
expressly renounced the Quebec compact of September,”
. 1862. Well, what are we doing now? - We are now
going on with it at “our sole érpense,” though neither of

PN -




SPEECHES IN' CANADIAN. PARLIAMENT. " = 957 .
the Lower Provinces have made any ac/t of renunciation,
So far from it, that the last document/ of the Series now
before me, the Minute of the New Brunswick Council of
~ the 29th of February, ten days ago, fransmitted the same
- day to our Government, expressly reférves to that Province
the right to reject altogether the ‘survey now so uncon-
ditionally undertaken by Canada. “'Tje Committee,” says
this minute, “wish it to be distinetly understood that the
Government of New Brunswick are not to be considered in
. iy way necessarily committed to th conclusions at whicl, .
- Mr. Yleming may arrive.  Any survey, to be binding upon .
them, must be conducted according to the terms of the Act
passed at the last session of the Legislature of Now Bruns.
Railway.” = So that we'lost a year, and the surveyor lost a
teason, in seeking for a renunciation which is now aban-

wick, authorising the construction of the Intercolonia] -

~ doned, and in higgling over our proportion of an expendi.

tare of which we have at length undertaken the whole |
Hear, hear.) This s, in short, the s and substanice of
he negotiations of the last year and a-half, conducted op
our part under. the auspices of the present head of the Ad.
" ministration, “(Uear, hear) Tt 18, so far as Canada is
coycerned, divisible into two parts, that part maintained from
September, 1862, to May, 1563, by the Mncdonald-Sicotte

Ministry, and that party since maintained by the Macdonald. -

Dotiion Ministry, Tht question of good faith arises only

‘with the latter, for although the delegation to England was "~

our work, I utterly deny that there was any understanding,

tacif or explicit, that the basis of the Quebec compact was -

abatldoned during our time. These papers bear me fully
out In that denial. . It was from. an announcement made in
his specch on the opening of this llouse, in August last, by

the Ion, Attorney-General Fast (Mr. Dorion), as is shown

by. Gpvernor Gordon’s despateh of the 29th of that month

to the Duke of Newcastle, that the Lower Provinces took
alarm _
plight{’ed faith and Intercolonial | honour. (Ilear, liear.) -

‘Nova Scotia has not beor equally forward, because Nova ~

Scotia has been under an - Addmmistration ad interin for
o < L I R

L4

and that New- Brunswick took up the gauntlet for
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several months, and her new Cabinet are busied about their
- new policy.  But, so far as she has given it; the testimony
. of Nova Scotia, as to past transactions, is entirely with
New " Brunswick, and _against us, as having unworthily

defeated the project. -

.

- Hon. -Mr; BRO\vx.él‘l’}'e best tliing they: ever did.

T (Hear, hear.) - . . . . ,
" 1on. Mr. McGee.—The best thing they ever did! I

regret to hear the hon. member for South Oxford express

so shocking a sentiment—that the best thing a Govern- -

~ ment- ever did wis to meet in conference with two other
- Provinces to sign an agreement, and then violate that
~ agreement, without meeting Parliament or putting the ques-
tion to a test. (Ilear, hear.)  Mr. Speaker, I fear, T deeply

~ and sincerely fear, that the conduct of our Government has

" inflicted a blow on the vitals of this'project, which even -

Mr. ¥leming and his theodolite ¢annot -cure. I received
but yesterday—by the same mail that brought us these
papers—a letter from a valued ftiend, a member of the

Nova Scotian  Assembly (not a Minister), a letter, in “'hidb‘s

he says :—<The Intercolonial is as dead as a door-nail-=
Canada killed it.” T trust my good friend the ‘writer,,
whom I have no objection to name—Mr. Tobin, member
for+ Ialifax—1is mistaken, but I fear for the worst. 1 fear.
we have not only killed it, but that, by our evil Ministry,
we have forced into existence atprood of local projects m
both Provinces, which will divide their councils, and devour
* their substance,..for many a day. to come. (llcar, hear)
I'say hete deliberately, and i possession of as full informa-
tion from below as Ministers themselves have, if this chance
of a Canadian outlet to the sea through_ British territory is
- for long, or for ever, closed. against ug, an awful responsi-

_ bility rests upon His Excellency’s present advisers,  (lear,

hear.) Will despatching Mr. Fleming in rude haste to
. head-waters of the Restigouche, or the valley of the
 Tobique, restore_the project to-where it stood, in the list
~of possibilities, twelve months ago? T say it will not—it

" cannot. _If our Government really means to restore the -

project to the region of reality, let them legislate,  Let -
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- OF a sum not exceeding a certair amount.to be devoted to
this enterprise, with a proviso concerning the result of the
.survey.  This would: logk like business—this would look
like good faith—and for this action, and less will not save
the project, there js still abunidant time left, if our Ministers
really desire to do something practical, to reassure and
*Rgain the Place: we have lost in the confidence of* the

' »Maritime_l’rovinces -and the .Home - Government. There
- . are, d shall NeVEE cease to repeat it, some 800,000 of our
fellow-countrymcn between us and tlie Atlantic—there js

. them intfoduce a bill authoﬁsiu}; eithei“the Québed terms, -

‘wanting an iron link of 350 to 400 miles to connect us .

with our countrymen, the Atlantic, and the -rest of the
Empire. Tt is 4 greab project, and never can be carried
without courage and’ firmness on the part of the several

Provinces. Canada, the leading'_Provmce__in every other
respect, ought to be the leader 1 point of enterprise; and

.1t s, thercfore, that I urge upon I\Iinisters-promising

them my humble Support for any such measure— to go a
step beyond the mere appointment of g Surveyor, and to
give us, and all concerned in the result, a Parliamentary
guarantee for our Provineia] good faith in this undertaking,
If you refuse some such guarantee, after al] that has hap.

rened, 1 repeat, you will not remove, but confirm suspicion” .
ha J v b

~ —You will not revive, but you-wyll ‘still more deeply bury

your” project ;—you will ‘remove it from the dead-house,’

only to-lay it finall L its grave, (Hear, hear.) I have

spoken of & brood ONprojects which have sprung up, in the

Lower Prdvinces, on the fall of the Intercolonial :— '
A . v

- ¢ For wany have sprung from the one lyihg low,
+ 9 Like twigs from the fell'd forest tree ",—_ .

- bt T must excepf one project, which reflects the greatest |

eredit on all the parties—to which we, in Canada, cannot

be indifferent. Laying aside all partisan and personal con.

siderations, the leading spirits of the Lower Provinces, not

fearing to venture into broader channels than their own in- .
ternal politics  afford—have simultaneously proposed {o -

reunite Nova’ Scotia, New ‘Brunsiick, and the lsland of
) T T . . ‘ s 2
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- Prince Edward—into one great maritime community—with .
one tariff, one treasury, anid one legislature. “(Hear, hear.)
" Tt is-impossible not to admire the superiority to mere sec-
~tionalism exhibited in this proposal, and I, for one, humbly
‘and sincerely pray to God, that for their own sakes, and
.+ for ofir sake, they may succeed, and the sooner the better.
- (Hear, hear.) I'could ltave wished, as I have always advo-
cated, that steps might, ere this, have been taken-for the
initiation of. the larger union of all the Provinces; but if. -
‘we arc just now barren of the wise and generous sl)irit of
- “compromise that secks to restore the ancient Afcadia to its.
. .old integrity, we can have at least the modest merit of -
~ admiring in others what we may not possess within our-
"+ selves. (Cheers.)) This will be a inion—unlike our exist-
" ing uiion—brought about by the internal action of the
" .=~ ° sections themselves, with the sanction of the Crown; it
*_will be a union unheralded by any great civil commotion— |
and one, which it is not. presumptuous to foretell, that will
conseerate the ‘memory of ils authors to lasting remem-
brance. - (Cljeers.) 1 could not forbear, Mr. Speaker,
o “since reading the respective speeches of tlie Governors of
™\ Nova Scotia and- New Brunswick, from:expressing my
. hearty.admiration of the wise prevision they exhibit in this
~* recommendation, and in adding my humble hope, as «
7 Canadian representative, that the auspicious umon they
now have proposed may -go- on' to ‘a’ most fortunate
- fruition. ' - - R
*~ The hon, gentleman concluded by moving for the returns .
* - of which he had given notice on the first day of the
Session,~ ¢ : o

.
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SPEFCH oN MOTION" FOR ‘AN ADDRESS TO -
HER MAJESIY-“IN FAVOUR OF QOX.
. FEDERATION, - S .

- LEGISLATIVE -AsSEMBLY, Tujunsnu, FEBRUARY 9tn, 1865,

“THE order of the day for resuming the adjourned debate

~.on the proposed Address to Her Majesty, on' the subject of
the Confederation of the British North Awmerican Provinces,

having been called— ' ; '

Mr. McGee said :—)r. Speaker, T rise fo endewour to’

. fulfil the promise made in my name last evening by the - °

Lower Canadian leader of this House.  After the four "

- speeches that have already been delivered from this quarter

- of the House, it may. very well be supposed that little of -
essential importance remains to be said..” On Monday the .

Attorney-General West, in exposing thie case for the Go-
vernment, in moving this Address to Her Majesty, went
very fully through all the jtems of the resolutions agreedl
upon at the Quebee Conference, and gave us a full analysis.
of -the whole project, witl, his own constitutional commen.

taries upon the proceedings of that’ body. On the next f
evening, the Attorney-General East" gave us his views also,

treating chiefly of the difficulties in the way of union jn.
Lower Canada. The same night, my honourable friend, tle
Minister of Finance, gave us a financial view -of thie whole
subject ; and last evening the Hon. President of the Coun-
_cl gave us another extended financial and political address, -

with some arguments from “the Upper Canadian point of

~view,” as the phrase is, It may well therefore, seem . that
b . . 3

after these speeches little of essential Amportance remains

to be stated. " Still this subject is so vast, the project before |

. .
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the House is so vast, and comprehends within' it so many
objects of interest, the atmosphere that surrounds a subject
of - this importance is so subtle and fluctuating, that there
may be, I am fain to believe, a little joiner-work still left

- “to do—there may be.a Ziatus here and there to fill up; and
although, as far as what is called “ the preliminary case”
1s concerned, the question might perhaps very well have
rested with the four speeches already delivered, there may .
be some slight additional contribution made, and, such as
1t 1s, in my own humble way, I propose to make it to-night.-
‘We all remember that in the nursery legend of the Zhree
Kings of Cologne, Caspar. brought myrrh, and Melchior
incense, and Baltassar gold, but [ am’ afraid ‘my contribu-
tion will be less valuable than any of these, yet such as it
is 1 cheerfully bring it, particularly when there are so many
in this and the other provinces who would like to know -
what-my. own views are in the present position of the
general question. . : .o

With your approbation, Sir, and the forbarance of the

House, I will endeavour to treat this subject in this way :—
First, to give some slight sketch of the history of the ques-
tion ; then to examine the existing motives which ought to
prompt us to sccure a speedy union of these provinees;
then to speak of the difliculties which this. question las .
encountered before reachingits present fortunate stage ;
then to'say something of the mutual advantages, in a social
rather than political point of view, which these provinces
will have in their union ;- and, lastly, to add a few words on -
the Federal principle in general ; when I shall have done.

. In other words, I propose to consider the question of Union
mainly from within, and, as far as possible, to avoid going
over the ground already so fully and so much better occuZ”
pied by -hon. friends who have already spoken upon the’
subject. ' ' o -

My hon. friend, the member for Hochelaga, thought he -

- did a very clever thing, the other evening, when he disen-
tombed an old newspaper article of mine, entitled “ A New

- Nationality,” and endeavoured to fix on me the paternity -
of the plirase—destined to become prophetic—which was

¢
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employed by a very distinguished personage, in the Speech

from the Throne, "at the opening of the Session. I do
happen to remember the article alluded to g% one of my-
irst essays in political writing in Canada ; but I am quite
- sure -that - the almost-forgotten publication in which it
appeared was never known, even by name, to the lustrious
person who delivered tle speech on that occasion, But I -
 will own, when 1 saw my bantling held up to the admira-
tion of the House in the delicate and fostering hands of the

 hon. member for Hochelaga, 1 was not ashamed of it; on the

contrary, perhaps, there yas some tingling of parcatal pride
“when 1 saw whatsten years ago, I pointed out as the trye. .
position for these'colonjes to take, likely to be adopted by -
all the colonies under such favourable circumstances, I do
not think it ought to be made a matter of reproach to me,
or a cause’ for belittleing the importance of “the subject,
‘that; ten years ago, T used the 1dentical phrase employed in .
the Speech from the Tlirone. The idea itself is a good one,
and it may have floated through the minds of many men,
and reccived intellectual hospitality even from the honour.
able member for Hochelaga himself. One js reminded by
this sort of thing of Puff jn the Critie.  *"T'wo people hap-
pened,” Pufl says, “to hit upon the same thought, and
Shakspeare made use of it first—that ’s all.” My honour--
~ able friend in this respect may be the Shakspeare of the new
nationality.  If there js anything in the article he has read
to the House which is deserving of disapprobation, he is
particeps criminis, and 'equally'b]ameable, if not more -
blameable, than myself. “He i, indeed, the older offender,
and I bow to him in that character with al] proper humility, .
Really, Mr. Speakér, the attempt to fix the parentage of
this child of many fathers, is altogether absurd and futile.
It is almost as ridiculous as the attempt to fix the name of
.this new Confederation, in advance of the decision of the .
Gracious Lady to whom the matter is-to be, referred. T
have read in “one newspaper, published in a western city,
not less than a dozen attempts of this nature. OQne indj.
vidual chooses Tuponia, and another Hochelaga, as a suit-
able name for the new nationality, Now, I would ask any

i
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honourable member of this House how he would feel if he
woke up some fine morning, and found himself, instead of --
a Canadian, a Tuponian’ or Hochelagander ? - (Laughter)
I think we may leave, for the prcsent the discussion of the
name as well as the origin-of the new system proposed :
when the Confederation has a place among: the nations of
the world, and opens a new page in history, it will be time
enough to look into its antecedents; and when it has
reached that stage, there are a few men who, having strug- .
gled for it in its earlier difficulties, will then deserve to be
- honourably mentioned. . T shall not be guilty of the bad
taste of personally complimenting those with whom I have
the honour to be associated ; but when we reach the stage
of research, which lies far be)ond the stage of decision
~in these aﬂlnrs there are some names that ought not to be
forgotten. U &) /ymﬁ,u,, aL
So far back as the year 1800, the Hon Mr. Uniacke, a.
** leading politician in Nova Scotia at that date, submitted a -
* seheme of Colonial Union to the Imperial authoritics.  In
1815, Chief Justice Sewell, whose name will be well remem-
bered as a leading - lfm)er of this city, and a far-sighted
politician, submitted a similar scheme. In 1822, Sir John
Beverley Robinson, at the request of the Colonial Oftice,
submitfed a project of the same kind; and I need not
refer to the report of Lord Durhdm, on Colonial Union, in
1839. These are all memorable, and some of them are
great names. If we have dreamed a dream of Union (as
- 'some of you gentlunen say), it is at least worth while
-remarking that a dream which has been dreamed by such
wise and good men, may, for aught we know, or you know,
" have been a sort of vision—a vision foreshadowing forth-
~ coming natural events in a clear intelligence : a vision—I
say it Without irreverence, for the event concerns the lives
of millions living, and yet to come—resembling those seen
by the Daniels and Josephs of old, foreshadowing the trials
‘of the future, the fate of tribes and peoples, the rise and
fall of dynasties.” But the immediate history of the measure
is sufficiently wonderful, without dwelling on the remoter
- predictions of so many wise men.  Whoever,’in 1&62 or
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even in 1863, would have told- us that we should see even
what we see in these seats by which I stand—such a repre-
sentation of interests acting together, would he accounted,
- as our Scotch friends say, “half daft;"” and whoever, in

~ the Lower Provinces about the same time, would have ven.

tured to foretell the composition of their delegations which

- sat.with us under this roof last October, would probably
~ have been considered equally demented, (Laughter.) But

the thing came about; and if those gentlemen who have
- had no immediate hand in bringing 1t about, and, there-

fore, maturally felt less interest An the project than we 3

who had, will.only give us the benefit of the. doubt—
will only assume that we are not all altogether wrong-

. headed—we hope to show- them still farther, though we

think we have already shown them satisfuctorily, that we

-are by no means without reason in entering on this enter-

prise. I submit, however, we may very well dismiss the.

antecedent history of the question for the present: it grew
" from an unnoticed fecble plant, to be a stately and flouris|i-

- ing tree} and, for my part, any one that pleases may say -

he made the tree grow, if I can only have hercafter my faiv
share of the shelter and the shade. (Cheers.)  But in the
present stage of the question, the first real stage of its suc-
cess—the thing that gave importance to theory in men’s

minds—yas the .now celebrated despatch, signed by two -

members of this Government and -an honourable gentleman
formerly their colleague (ITon. Mr, Ross), a member of the
- other House. I refer to'the despatchiof 1858, The recom-
mendations in that despatch lay dormant until revived by
the Constitutional Committce of last Session, which led to
“the Coalition, which led to the Quebee Conference, which
led to the draft of the Constitution now on our table, which

will lead, I am fain _to believe, to the nnion of all these

provinces. (Iear, hear.) At the same time that we men-
- tion the distinguished politicians, I think we ought not to

forget those zezﬁous and laborious contributors to the public
- press, who, although not associated with governments, and

not themselves ‘at the time. in politics, yet greatly contri- .

buted to give life-and interest to this question, and, indi-

. S
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“rectly, to bring it t(‘i'the.h.appy-position in"which it now

stands. Of those géntlemen I- will mention two. . I do

not know whether honourable gentlemen of this House have
scen some letters on Colonial Union, written in 1855—the

Jast addressed to the late Duke of Newcastle—by Mr. P. S.

Hamilton, an able public writer of Nova Scotia, and the
present Gold Commissioner of that province; but I take
this opportunity of bearing my testimony to his well-
balanced judgment, political sagacity, -and the skilful hand-

~ling the: subject received' from him at a very carly period.

(Hear, hear.) There is_another little book written in

Linglish, six or seven years ago; to which I must refer. It
. is a. pamphlet, which met with-an extraordinary degree of

-success, entitled Nova Britannia, by my honourable friend, -

the member for South Lanark (Mr. Morris) ; and as he has
been one of the principal agents in bringing into existence

“the present Government, which is now carrying out the

idea embodied in his book, I trust he will forgive me if I
take the opportunity, although he is present, of reading-a
single sentence, to show how far he was in advance, and
how true he was to the coming event which we are now

_ considering. At page 57 of his’ pamphlet—which 1 hope

will be reprinted among the political miscellanies of the
provinces when we are one country and onc people—1I find-
this paragraph :— | ‘ :

- “The dealing with the destinies of a future Britannic
empire, the shaping its course, the laying its foundations
broad and deep, and the crecting tliereon a noble and
enduring superstructure, are indeed duties that may well
evoke the energies of our people, and nerve the arms and
give power and enthusiasm to the aspirations of alltrue
patriots..  The very magnitude of the “interests involved,
will, I doubt not, clevate many amongst us above the
demands of mere sectionalism, and enable them to evince
sufficient comprehensiveness of mind to deal in the spirit of
real statesmen with issues s6 momentous, and to originate -
and develop a-national line of commercial and general
policy, such as will prove adapted to the wants and exi.
gencies of our position.™ - (Hear, hear.) '
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There are many other excellent passages n the work,
but I will not detain the - Iouse with many quotations.,
The spirit that animates the whole will be seen from the.
extract 1 have read.* But whatever the private writér ‘in -
his closet may have conceived, whatever cven the individual
statesman may have designed, so long as the public mind
was uninterested in the adoption, even in the discussion of
a change in our position so_momentous as this, the Union
of -these separated " Provinces, the individual laboured in -
vain—perhaps, Sir, not wholly in vain, for although his
work may not have borne fruit then, it was kindling a fire
that would - ultimately light up the whole political horizon
and herald the dawn of a better- day for our country and

our people. Lvents stronger than advocacy, events stronger

than men, have come¢ in at last like the fire behind the in.

_visible writing to bring out the truth of these writings and

to impress them upon the mind of every thoughtful man
who "has considered the position and probable future of -
these Provinces. (Cheers.)  Before T go farther into the
details of my subject, 1 will take this opportunity of con-
gratulating this House and the public of all the Provinces
upon the extraordinary activity of the provincial mind since
this subject has become the leading-topic of discussion in
the Maritime, and what I may: call relatively to them, the

“Inland Provinces. Tt is astonishing how active intelligence

has been in all these communities since the subject has been
fairly launched. " T have watched witl great attention the
expression of public opinion in the Lower Provinces as.

“well asin our own; and I am rejoiced to find that even

from the smallest of the Provinces ‘T have read writings
and speeches which would do no discredit to older and -
more cultivated communities—articles and speeches worthy
of any press and of any audience, The provincial mind, it
would seem, under the inspiration of ‘a great question,
leaped, at a single bound, out of the slough of mere mer-
cenary struggles for office, and took post on the high and
“*Dr. J. C. Tacht's excellent  brochure, entitled ‘‘ Des Provinces .

d'Awérique du Nord et d'une Ugion. Fédérale,” published at Queliee in
1358, also deserves honourable mention, . .
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. “~ lononrable ground from which alone this great subject can
/be taken in, in all its dimensions—they rose at once to the
. true dignity of this discussion with an elasticity that does

honour to the communities that have exhibited it. (Cheers.)
We find in the journals and in the speeches of public men
in the Lower Provinces a - discussion of the first principles
of ‘government, a discussion of the principles of constitu-
tional law, and an intimate knowledge and close application
of the leading facts in constitutional history, which gives to
me at least the satisfaction and assurance that, if we never
went a step farther in this matter, we have.put an end for
- the present, and I hope for long, to bitterer and smaller
controversies, \We have given thespeople some sound
mental food, and to every man who has a capacity for
+ discussion we have given a topic upon which he can fitly
exercise his.powers, no longer gnawing at a file and wasting
his abilities in the poor eflort at advancing the ends of some
paltry faction or party. T can congratulate this House and
Province and the Provinces below; that such is the case,
and I may add also, with satisfaction, that the various -
orators and writers scem speaking or writing as if in the
visible presence of . all the colonies. (Hear, hear.) They
are 1o longer hole-l‘}nd-corneri celebrities : they scem to
think. that their words will be scanned and weighed afar
off as well as at home. We have, I believe, several
hundred celebrities in Canada—my friend, Mr. Morgan, I
believe, has made out a list of them—(laughter)—but they
are ‘no longer now local celebrities; if celebrities at ail
they must be celcbrities for British North America; for
every one of the speeches made by them on this subject 1
watched in all the Provinces, and in point of fact by the
amere appearance of political union, we have laid the lines
of o mental union among the people of all these Provinees ;
and many men now speak with a comprehensiveness which
formerly did not characterise them, when they were watehed
7 only by their own narrow and struggling section, and
-weighed only according to a stunted local standard. (ear,
" hear).. Federation, T hope, may supply to all our public
~men just ground for uniting in nobler and more profitable

-
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+contests than those which have signalised the past. (Iear,
hear.). We, on this side, Mr, Speaker, propose for that .
better future our plan of Union; and, if you will allow me,
I shall go over what appear to me the princi{ml motives *

ton. friend

which exist at present for that Union, My
the Finance Minister mentjoned the other evening several
strong motives for union —free -access to the “sea, an

extended market, breaking down of hostile tariffs, a more -

diversified field for labour and capital, our enhanced credit

with England, and our greater cffectiveness when united, -
for assistance in time of danger, (Cheers.)  The Hon, Pre.-

“sident of the Council, last night also enumcrated severa]
wotives for union in relation to tle commercial advantages
which will flow frojn it, and other powerful reasons which
may be advanced if favour of it. - But the motives to such
a comprelensive change as we propose,” must be mixed
motives—partly commercial, partly military, and - partly
political ; and I shall go over a few—nor strained or simy.
lated—motives which must move many people of all these
Provinces, and which are rather of a social, or strictly
" speaking, political, than of a financial kind, In the first
place, I echo what was stated in the speech last night of
my hon.” friend, the President of the Council—that we
cannot stand still ; we camot stave off some great change ;
we cannot stand alone—DProvinee apart from Province—if
we wquld; and that we are in.a state of political transition,
~ All, even honourable gentlemen who are opposed to this

<. . . e : .
description of union, admit that we must do something,

.

and without, to make a change and a great change. e
all, with one voice who are Unionists, declare - our - con.

viction that we cannot 8o on as we have gone;-bat you, -

who are all anti-Unionists, say—<“Oh! that is begging the
~ question ; you have not yet proved that.” = Well, My,
Speaker, what proofs do the gentlemen want? [ presume

there are the influences whicly determine  any great

change in the course of any individual or State. First—

is patron, owner, employer, protector, ally, or friend ; or, -
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and’that that something must not be a mere temporary expe.’
dient. We are compelled, by warmng voices from within .
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in our politics, “Imperial connection.” - Secondly—IIis
partner, comrade, or fellow-labourer, or near neighbour’; in
our case, the United States. And, thirdly,—The man him. _.
self, or the Province itself. Now, all three have concurred .
to warn and force us into a new course of conduct. What
are these warnings?* W¢ have had at least three. The
- first is from England, and is a friendly warning.  England
‘has warned us by several matters of fact, according to her
custom, rather than verbiage, that the colonies had entered
upon a new era of existence, a new phase in their career.,
She has given us this warning in several different shapes—
when she gave us “ Responsible Government ”—when she
adopted Free Trade—when she repealed the Navigation
Laws—and when, three or four years ago, she commenced
that series of official despatches in relation to militia and "
deferice which she has ever since pouredsin on us, in a .
steady stream, always bearing the same solemn burthen—
“ Prepare! prepare ! prepare!”  These warnings gave us

- notice that the old order of things between tlic colonies

and the mother country had ceased, and that a new order -
- must take its place. - (Hear, hear.)  Abont four years ago,
the first despatches began to be addressed to this country, -
“from the Colonial Office, upon the subject. © From that day
to this there has been a steady stream of despatches in this
direction, either upon particular or general points connected
. with our defence; and I venture to say, that if bound up
_together, the despatches of the lamented Duke of Newcastle _
alone would make a respectable volume—all notifying this .
Government, by the advices they conveyed, that the re--
- lations—the wilitary apart” from the. political ahd com.
~mercial relations—of this Provinee to the mother country -
had changed; and we were told in the most explicit
language that could be emplayed; that we were no longer -
to consider ourselves, in relation to defence, in the same
position we formerly occupied towards the mother country.
Well, these warnings have been friendly warnings; and if
we have failed to do our patt in' regard to them, we must,
at all events, say this, that they were addressed to our -
-Government so continuously and so strenuously that they
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freed: the “Tmperial power of ‘,,mu'ch"res[)dilsibility for what, .. "

- ever ‘might follow, beéause they ‘showed to the - colonies "~
.. clearly what, in the event of certajn contingencies arising,
they had to expect. . \We may grumble of not at the neces- .-
sity of preparation England imposes upon us, but, whether

told that we _
have entered upon a new era in_our military relations to .. .
“the rest of the Empire.” (Hear, hear.) Then, Sir, in the
second place, there came what I may call" the other warn."
g from without—the American warning. - (Ilear, hear.)
Republican America gave us her notices in times past, -
tlirough her press, and her demagogues; and her stafesmen,
but of late days she las given us much more mtelligible
notices—such ‘as the 1iotice to abrogate the Reciprocity
.Treaty, and to arm the lakes, contrary to the provisions of
the Convention of 1818." “She Las given us another riotice -
n imposing a vexatious passport system ; another in ler

“avowed purpose to construct g ship canal round the falis of .. ..

Niagara, so as “ to pass war yvessels from Lake Ontario to
Lake Brie:” and ‘et another, the most striking one of al]. - .

,. - . , . D . ’

has been given to us, 'if we will onl understand it, 1,

Jeen g g : , s DY

- .the enormous expansion of the American army and- navy,

"I .will take leave to fead to the Iouse a “few figures
“which show the amazing, the unprecedented growth (which’

- has not, perhaps, a barallel “in the annals of tle past),
of the military power of our neighbours, within the past

_three or four years. I have the details lere by me, “but
shall only read the results, to show the House the emphatic

.. terms of. this most serious warning. 1In January, 1561,

- the regular army of the United States, including of course
the whole of the States, did not excecd 15,000 men, This
‘number was reduced, from desertion and other causcs, by

5,000 men, leaving 10,000 men as the regular army of the -

United States. In December, 1862, that's, from January, -

1861, to J anuary,

to 800,000 soldicrs actaally in the service, - (ear, hear,) -

No doubt_there are exaggerations in some of these figurcs

- —the rosters were, doubtless, in some cases filled with

fictitious names, in-order to procure the bounties thit were -

1863, this army of 10,000 was Increased g
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- "offered ; but il we allow gwo.thirds as correet, we find that
a people who had an army of 10,000 men in 1861, had in
two years inereased it to an army of 600,000 men.  As to
their munitions and stock of war material at the opening of
the war—that is to say, at the date of the attack upon lort.
Sumter—we find that:they had of siege and heavy guns
L952; of field artillery, 2315 of infantry firearms, 473,000
of cavalry firearms, 31,000 ; and of ball and shell, 363,000,
At the end of 1863, the latest period to which I have sta-
tistics upon the subject, the 1,052 heavy guns had become
2,116 the 231 field picces had become 2,965 the
473,000 infantry arms had become 2,423,000 5 the 31,000
cavalry arms had become 869,000; and the 363,000 ball
and shell had become 2,925,000, Now as (o the navy of
the United States, T wish also to show that this wonderful
development .of war power in the United States is” the
sccond warning we have had, that we cannot go on as we
“have gone,  (Hear, hear)  In January, 1861, the ships of -
war belonging to the United States were 835 in December,
1864, they numbered 671, of which H4 were monitors and
iron-clads, carrying 4,610 guns, with a tonnage of 510,000
tong, and manned by aforee 8f 51,000 men. These are
frightful figures; frightful for the eapacity of destruction
they represent, for the heaps of earnage they represent, for
the quantity of human blood spilt they represent, for the
lust of ‘conquest _they represent, for the evit passions they
represent, and for the arrest of the onward pragress of civi-
lisation they represent. But it is not the figures which
give the worst view of the fact<=for. Fngland still carries
more guny afloat oyeg than our well-armed neighbours,
"(Cheers.) 1t is the change which has taken place in the .
- spint of the people of the Northern States themselves which
i3 the worst vigw of the fact.  How far have they travelled
since the humiane Channing preached the unlawfulndss of |
~war—since the living Sumner delivered his addresses tovthe
Peace Society on the same theme! T remember an accom-
iished poet, one of the most acedmplished the New Eng-*
I:m(l Stetes have ever produced, taking very strong grounds
against the prosceution of the Mexican war, and published

‘. .
-
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the Bigelow Papers, saswell known in American literature,
to show the ferocity and criminality of war, That poct
made Mr. Bird-o’-Freedom Sawin sing: S
Kf you take a soaord an droar it, .
D 4% An go sticle a feller thru,

Quv'ment won’t answer for it,
God'll send the bill to you !

(Laughter.) - T'his wys slightly audacious and irreverent in
~ expression, but T was remarkably popular in New England
at that time.  The triter is now one of the editors of o

{mpular Boston pcriodiv:tl"iznul would be one of the last, 1 .

ave no doubt, to induega Nopthern soldier to withfraw >

(]

his sword from the body of any unhappy Southerner whom
he had, contrary to the poet’s former political cthics,
“stuck  thru."” (Laughter.))  But it is not the revolution
wrought in the minds of men of great intclligoncc that'is
most to he deplored—for the powerful will of such men
may compel their thoughts back again to a philosophy of
peaces no, it is the-mercenary and military interests ereated
uider Mr, Lincoln which are represented, the former by an
estimated governmental outlay of above $100,000,000 thiy
year, and the other by the 800,000 men, whose blooil I8
thus to be hought and” paid for; by the armices oyt of uni--
form who prey upon the army in uniform ; by theyg ny ))t'
contractors who are to feed and clothe and armny the ﬁgming‘w .
million ; by that other army, the army of tax-collectors,

who cover the land, sceing that no industry escapes un.

{

burthened, no possession

unentered, no affeetic

m even, u-

taxed,

Tax ! tax ! t

ax ! s the

blood ! blood | i« the cry fron

gold ! is the chuckliy
mushroom millionais

1 undertone which comes
‘s, well mamed a shoddy

cry from the rear!

Blood {

nothe frout!  Gold! gold |

up from the
:lnstuur;ncy.

Nor do I think the

army interest,

the contracting  interest,

and the tax-gathering in

terest, the worst results that have

.,-gm?n out of this war.  "Lhere iy another and cqually
eIt

s nterest—the revolution in the spirit, ind, and

principles of the people, that terril,
made war familiar and even altractive
first battle was fought—when, in the

»

le ('h:mgc which has -

to them. W\ hen the
langnage of the Duke

»
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of Wellington, the first “buteher’s bill was sent in"—a
shudder of horror ran through the length and breadth of
the country ; but by.and-by, as the. carnage inereased, no
newspaper was considered” worth laying on the break fast

= table unless it contained the story of the hitchery of thou-

“sands of men.” ”()!Ily - thousand killed ! Pgoh, pooh,
that's nothing 177 exclaimed Mr. Shoddy, as he sipped his
coffee ip his lusurions apartfient ;- and notlnng short of the
news of terr or fifteen thousand ln.mnwl or slain in a day
could satisfy the jaded palate of men eraving for excite-
ment, and such Korribde excitement as attends tlu- wholesale
murter of their fellqw-creatures.  Have these sights and
sounds no warning addressed to us?  Are we as those who
have eves and sce not; cars and hear not ; reason, neither
do they uud( rstand ? 1 we are true to Canada—if we do
not (lvxlr(' to become part and ]nrul of this pegple—we
cannot overlook this, the greatest revolution of our own
times,  Let us re nu'mlwr (hig, that when the three eries
.mumg onr next neiehbours -are shoddy, taxation; blood, it
15 time-for us o plmulv for our own sunrltv 1 said in
this Honse, during the session of the year 13(»1 that the
irst gan fired at- Fort Sumiter had “a nu'wngv fnr us; " |-
was unheeded then; 1 orepeat now that every one of the
2,700 great guns in the field, and every one of the 4,600
unns .nlln i, whenever it apens its nmuth, repeats the «ul( i
warning of I,n"lnu(l——-l repare | pre pare! prepare ! (Cheers.)
But 1 may be luhl by some moralising friend, Oh'! but when
they got uut of HII\ they will have had (nnu"h of it, and
1Iuw will be very ¢li uMo rest on their lanrels, Ih() ! \\ ho?
The Shaddy .mstn( racy have enonghof it? The dishanded
army of tax- L;ntlwms have (mm"'in of 1t? 'l'lw manufic-
“turers of false intelhgenee have unnwh of 11?2 Whoist
probable will have had enough of 1?2 The fighting men
themselves? 1 dare say they would all like to have a fur-
Inugh but all experience teae Tes ug, it is not of war soldiers
~tire, but of peace; atis not of the sea sailors tire, bitt of the
luul Jack likes to land, and have a frolie. uul spend his -
money, so docs Jack's brother the fighting landsman—but
the one is soon as much out of his element as the other,
AN

o
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when parted from his comrades, when denied the 7IPSyY joys -
of the camp, when he no lohger feels his sword, he looks up
to it where jt hangs, and sighs to take itdown and: be « ¢ _
P work” again, e will even quit his native country, if she.
continues perversely peacefil, ang 80 into foreign service,
rather than remain what heseaflS e {Hear)  This
is experience, which | beg respi tully to cité in opposition-
o the seductive, disarming fallacy of my moralising friend. |
(Hear, hear,)  The A(t()rll(t.\'o(l‘(‘ll(fl]l Fast told us in his
speech the other night, that one of the articles of the oti.
ginal programme of the Amenican Revolutionists was the
acquisitionsof Canady to the United States, They pretend
to underrate the import:uu:c of this country, now thyt they
fre fully occupied elsewhere; but | remember well that the
Jate Mr., Webster, who was not a demagogue, at the open-
ing of the Worcester and Albany Railway, some years siuce,
expressed the hope that the railways of the New Fingland
States would all point towards Canada, beenuse their influ-
ence and the demands of commeree would in time bring
Canada into the Union, and: increase the Northern pre.
ponderance in that Unjon, (Hear, hear)) think, Sir, |
am justified in regarding the Amerjcan confhict as one of
the warnings we have received 3 and the (hird warning,
that things cannot o on in this country as they are, is a
Warning voice from within—q warning voice from our own
experience in the. government of these Provinees, (Hear,
hear.)  On these internal constitutional diflicultjes eXisting
nmong ourselves, which were o fully exposed Jast, evening
by my hon. friend the President of thic Counail, 1 need
say lillqv.;' they are admitted to have been real, not im:i';__ri-
smary, on all hands,  An iHustration was used iy another
place in explaining this part of the subject by the venerable
and gallant knight, our Premier, than whieh nothing could
be more clear. e observed that when we had had five
-administrations within four years, it was full time to 1hok
out for some ]iurn_l:nu-n(«rvmwly for such a state - of things,
True—most true—Constitutional Gavernment, among us
~had touched its lowest point’ when it existed only by the
s_ucbg-ssl'ul séarch of a messenger or a page after g member
o ‘ e o . re o

\
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wn]hngly or unwnlhn"ly.nb%ont from ]ns scat.  Any one
might in those days have been the saviour. of his country.
All he had to do was, when one of the five successive
_ governments which arose in four years was in danger, to
~rise in his place, say “ Yeal” and presto the Lountry was
saved, . (Lavghter.) T his House was fast losing, under
such a “stale of things, Wits hold on thé ‘country; the
a(hnmmmllvc de.lrtmcnts were  becoming  disorganised
under” such frequent changes of chiefs and policies ; we.
wore nearly as had as thé army of the Potomac before . its
“ permanent remedy ”’ was found-in General Grant,  Well,
we have had our three warhings; one warning from within
and two from without, | (l(uv‘mv Sir, we all reme ‘mber
the old school-book story of the ¢ Three Warnings ;” how
Death [#bmised not to come after a certain individual he
had wnintentionally intruded on on his wedding-day. |
say mnntmtmn.nll), for Death is a gentleman, and scldom
walks in unamnotneed (Jlaughter); but he promised  not
to call upon this partjeular person without giving him
three distinet warnings. Well, the honourable gentleman
in question—1 (l.m*& ay he was honourable, and a member
of some house—he, Like all the rest of us, expected to out-
live everybody.  But in process of years e fell lame, then
afterwards he became deal, and at last he grew blind @ then
Deatl’s hour had come, and 4n spite of some admirable
pleading on behalf of the de f(ml.ml i the epse, hie had his
“three warnings” like o Parisian editor, his case, was
" closed, his form was locked up, and his impression was
struck off the face of the carth, and Death claimed and
had his own.  (Laughter.)  Now, Sir, we have had three
warnings, and if we do not ake hieed of them and prepare
for the possible future condition into which we may be
plunged, wo to us if we are found unprepared when the
hour of destiny strikes ! (C heers.)  We have submitted:
a plii preparing us for such a contingeney, and the Attor-
neyvs-General Fiast and West have am ll\w(l lts((an(lllum.\l
character, while the Minister-of Finanee and the President
of the Conneil have treated it inits financial aspeets.
CTliere are some ol jections Lo be taken o lhc pl.m 1

0




*

SPEECHES IN CANADIAN PARLIAMENT. 277

. » - : o, - :
- understand, in detail; but 1 do not believe that wny mem-
ber will get up in this House and declare that he is an
“anti-unionid, and that he is opposed to union, and that he
" comsiders union unnceessary and inexpedient.  (Hear, hear.)
L donot know that there is one man out of the one hundred
and thirty who eompose this House, in view of the circam. -
stances 1 which we are, placed, who will declare that he
is opposed to every sort of union with the Lower Provinces.
One may say-that he does ot like this or the other clausg -
— that he does not like this or that feature of the proposed
scheme; batstill all admit that union of some kind would.
inerease our protection and be a source of strength, Some
honourable gentlemen, while admitting that we have entered,
within the present decade, on a period of politieal fransi-
tion, have contended that we might have bridged the abyss
with that Prussian pontoon ealled a Zollvercin.  But if
any one for a moment will remember that the trade of the -
whole front of New Branswiek and Nova Scotja gravilates’
ab present along.shore to Portland and Boston, while the
trade of Uppier Canada, west, of Ningston, has long gravi-
taled across the likes (o New York, he will see, 1 think,
hat & mere Zollverein treaty without a strong politieal end
to serve, and some puh’ti‘c{nl power at its back, would be, in

our new circinstances, merely waste paper, (1 car, hear.)
The charge that we have not gone far enough—that we,
have not struck ont boldly fof" & consolidated union, istead
of a union with reserved Joeal Jurisdictions—is another
charge which descrves some notico, "I this T answer that
if we had had, as was proposed, an Intercolonial Railway
Lwenty years ago, we might by this time have been perhaps,
and only perhaps, in a”condition to wnite into oie._ con-,
solidated government ; but certain politicians and eapilalists
~having defeated that project- twenty years ago, special in-
terests taok the_place great general interest might by this
time. have ofeupied; “vested rights and local ambitions
arose and. were” recognised ; and all these had o he
admitted as existing in a pretty advanced stage of develop-
ment when the ate conferences were  ealled together.
(Hear, hear.)  The lesson to be learncdt from this squan- .

'
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dering of quarter centuried by British Amcricans is this,
~that it we lose the present propitious’ opportunity, we may
find, it as hard a few years henee to get-an audiencee, even
for any kind ‘of union (except demiocratic union), as we
should have found it to get a hearing last year for a legis-
lative union, from the " Imw period of estrangement and
non-intercourse which had existed between these P rovinces,
and the special interests which had gfown up in the mean-
time in cach of them, (Cheers.) Another motive to union,
or rather a phase of the last motive spoken of, is this, that
the poliey of our neighbours to the south of us has alis ays
been aggressive, lhcu- has always been a desire amongst
them for the acquisition-of new territory, and the iné xorable,
law of democratic existence scems o be its absorption.
‘They coveted Florida, and seized it they coveted Louisiana,
and purchased 1t they coveted I(x.\s, and stole it and
then they pl(kul a quarrel with Mexico, which ended by
their getting California. (Hear, hear)) - They sometimes
pretend to despise these colonivs as prizes beneath their
ambition ; but "had we not had the strong arm of Pngland
over us we should not now have had a wpn:\lv existence.
(Cheers.)  The acquisition of Canada was thie first ambition
of the American Confederacy, and never ceased Lo be so,
““when her troops were a handful and her navy scarce a
squadron,  Is it likely to bie stopped now, when she connts
her guns afloat by thousands and her “()()l)\ by hundreds
of thowsands » -On this motive a very powerful expression
“of opimon Juas lately appeared in a published lotter of the
Archbishop of Halifax, Dr. Connolly.  Who is the Arch-
bishop of 1lalifax ? In cither of the const colonies s, where
he has Taboured in his high vocation for nearly a third of a
century, it would be absurd Ao ask tlie (question lmt m
Canada he may not be equally well known.  Some. of 1
honourable fricnds in this and the other House, who were
his guests Jast year, must have felt the impress of his
(h.ml(tv as well as the warmth of his hospitahty. o(Ilear,
Ilo.\r) Well, he is known as one of the first men in
sagacity as e is in position, in any of these colonies; that
lw was for many years the nmnmu, assoctate of lns late

.
.
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distinguished confrére, Archbishop Hughes of New York ;
that he knows the United States as thoroughly as he does,
the Provinces, and these are his views on this particular
-point; the extract 15 somewhat long, but so excellently
put that T am sure the House will be obliged to me for
the whole of jt ;— ' , o o
“Instead of cursing, like the boy in the uptirned loat,
and holding on until we aré fairly on the brink of the -
cataract, we must at once begin to pray and strike out for -
the shore by all means, before we get too far down on sthe
ceurrent,  We must af this"most critical moment invoke
the Arbiter of nations for wisdom, and abandoning in time .
our perilous position, we must strike out, boldly, and at
some risk; for some: rock on the nearest shore—some
resting-place of greater sceurity. A eavalry raid or a visit
from our Fenian friends on lm‘rscb;u:k,'lhmugh the plains
of -Canada and the fertile valleys of New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, may cost mare in a single week than Con-
~federation for the next fifty years; and it we are to heljeve
‘you, where is the seearity even” at the present moment.
against such a disaster?  Without the whole power of the
mother country by land and sea, and the concentration in
a single hand “of all the strength of British Awerica; our
condition is seen at a glanee, Whenever, the present diffi-
culties will terminate-=and who can tell the moment Pe-
we will be at the merey of our neighbours; and vietorious
or otherwise, they will. he eminently a military people, and
with all their apparent indifference about annexing this
country, and all ‘the friendly feelings that may be talked,
they will have the power to strike when they please, and
- this is precisely the kernel and the only touch-point of the
whole question.  No nation ever had the power of con-
quest that did not use it, or abuse it, at the very first -
favourable opportunity., “All that is said of the magnani. -
mity and forbearance” of mighty nations can, be explained
on the principle of sheer inexpedieney, as the world knows,
The whole face of Burope ‘has been changed, and the
dynasties of many hundred years have heen swept away
within our own fime, on the principle of might alone—the

.
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oldest, the strongest, and as some would have it, the most
sacred of all titles, ‘The thirteen original States of America,
“with all their professions of self-denial, have been” all the
time, by money, power, and by war, and by negotiation,
extending their frontier until they more than quadrupled
. their territory within sixty years; and believe it who ihay,
are they now af titeir own’aceord to come to a full stop P
Noj as long as they have the power, they must go on -
onward:” for it is the very nature of power to grip what-
ever s within its reach, It is not their hostile feelings,
therefore, but it is their power, and only their power, |
dread ; and | now state it as my solemn conviction, that it
hecomes theiduty of every British snbjeet in these Provinees
. /u control that power, not by the insane poliey of attacking
_or weakening them, but by stfengthening ourselves—rising,
with the whole power of Britain af our back, to their level,
and g0 be prepared forany emergeney,  There is no sensible
or unprejudiced man in the: community who does not see
that vicojous and timely preparation 13 the only possible .
means of saving us from the lorrors of a war such as the
world has never scen. o Be fully prepared s the only.
practical argument that can have weight with a powerful
enemy, and make him - pause beforchand and count the
cost.  And as'the sort of preparation | gpeak of is utterly
- hopeless without4he union of the Provinees, so at a moment
when public opinion is being formed on this vital point, as
one deeply concerned, 1 feel it a duty to declare myself
unequivoeally in favour of Confederation as cheaply and as
honourably as possible—but Confederation at all” hazards
and at all reasonable sacrifices, ;

A ter cthe most matare consideration, and ol the
arguments 1 have heard on both sides for the last month,
these are my inmost convictions on the necessily and
merits of o measure” which alone, under Providence, ean
seenre to us socdal order and peace, and rational liberty,
and all the Dlessings-we now enjoy under the mildest
Government and the hallowed institutions of the freest and
happiest countey in the world.”  (Cheers.)

These are the words of a statesian—of a mitred states-
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“man—one of that order of mighty men, powerful in their

generation, -whose statesmandy gifts have been cast in the
strong mould of theologjeal discipline—such men as were
" Ximenes and’ Wolsev, Lawd and * Knox, No one more

deprecates than 1 do the nterference of clergymen ih mere
party politics, and 1 think such s the sentiment also of
s Grace of Halifax ; but when it is an issue of peace or
wit, of deliverance or conquest, who has a better, who so
good a right {o speak as the ministers of {he Gospel of
peace, and justice, and true freedom P Observe onee more
these two closing sentencesr, “ feel it g, duty,” savs the
Ulustrious A vehbishop, “to declare myself unuluivm'nlly m
favour of Confederation as cheaply and as honourably

. =~ . T
obtained oy possible, but Confederation at all hazards and
After the most mature con.

at all reasonable sacrifices,

- sideration, and all (he argaments I have heard on both
sides for the last month, these are my
on the necessity and merits “of g
under Providence, ean securé o us social order and peace,
and_rational liberty, and all the blessings we now enjoy
nnder the mildest Government .and the hallowed institue,
tions of the freest and happiest country in the world,”
(Hear, hear)  The nest motive for unjon to which | shall
refer is, that it wil strengthen rather than weaken the
conneetion with -the Lmpire, so essential  to these rising
Provinces. Those who may he called, if there are fany
such, the anti-unionists, Mlege, that this scheme now
How, pray?

mmost econvietions
measure which alone,

submitted will bring separation in its (rain,
J‘y lllukillg these countries more .inlp()r[:mt, will You make
them less desirable  as connections to Fngland ? By
making their trade more valuable, wil] yYou make her more
anxions. to get rid of P By reducing their Fedvral tarif,

will you lessen their inlvrvst.l'@‘ England ? - By making
them stronger for each other’s ald, will vou make her Jess
willing to discharge n lighter than @ greafer responsibility
Butaf the thing did not answer jise
that she “ cordially approves 7 of ¢
she has always been aceounted

If, England has answered
e plan of union,—and
A pretty good judge of her

own Imperial interests,  (Hear, hear.) She does not con-

.
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' “sider our unioninimical to those interests.  Instead of
«+=Ioking upon it with a dark and discouraging frown, she
- cheers us on by fier most cordial approval and bids us a
“ hearty “God speed ™ in the new path we have chosen to
enter.  (Hear, hear.)  But T put it on provineial grounds
ag well. - We are not able to go alone, and if we gttempted”
2 we would almgst certainly go to our own «est ¥ tion—
ﬁsu that as we ot go alone, and as we do not” desire
" ubion with the Pnited States, it is tlie duty of every man
to doall in his” power to strengthen the connection” with
Great Britmin? - And how shall we do it ? s it by com.
pelling the Tmperial Government to negotiate at Charlotte-
town, for every man and musket required-for our defencg,
to negotiate azain at alifax, and again at Frederickton,
and again at St John's, and again at Quebee P s it by
having these five separate governments  that we aré to
render the connection desirable ? o is it by putting the
power of these colonies into the hands of one General
Government and naking the negotiations between  two
~parties ouly, thereby simplifying the whole transaction and
Cexpediting whatever s to be  done between the  two
countries? — (Hear, hear) T will content myself, Mr.
Speaker, with those prineipal motives to uhion ; first, that ©
we are in the rapids, and must gh oon; next, that our
neighbours will not, ‘on their side, et us rest supinely,
even il we could do so from other canses; and thirdly,
that by making the united colonies more valuable as an
ally to Great Britain, we shall* strengthen rather than
weaken the Imperial connection,  (Gheers))  Let mie now,
Sir, eall your attention to the difticultics, past and present,
which this great project had to encounter, before it reached
thegfortunate stage i whicl we now tmd it 5 by considering
these difliculties we shall be the better enabled to see the,
folly of throwing the subject bagk into the cauldron, merely
on the ground of detail. When a Union was advocated
by individuals, however eminent, of course it had but
scanty chanee of success,  (Hear, hear)  That was the
first stage; when, as in 1822 and 1839, 5t found favour
with Downing- Street, it excited the suspicions of the
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colonists; when it was identificd with the Quebee and
Halifax. ratlway project, it shared the saine fate,—it was -
sacrificed to the jealousies and dissensions which destroyed
that particular undertaking, When, as in the case of my
hon. friend (M., Gialt’s) motion, and my own motion in 1860,
_the subject was ooted in this House by a private member,
the Ministry of the day could not allow so grave a measure
to succeed in other hands than their-own when, as was
the case in 1858, the Ministry committed themselves to it,
the Opposition complained that Parlinment had not heen
consulted, When Canada proposed 1o move, in [85Y, -
Newfoundland alone responded ;. when Nova Seotia moved,
in 1860, New Brfswick alone agreed to go with her; at
all events, Canada did not then conenr,  (lear, hear.,)
Of late years the language of the Colonial Oflice, of Mr,
Labouchere, of Sir Bulwer Ly ttony, and. of the Tumented .
Duké of Neweastle, was substantily ¢ . Agtoee among. .’
yourselves, gentlemen, and we will not. stand- m the way."”
Ab! there was the ruly —« Agree among yourselves1”
Easier said than dono, with five colonies so long estranged,
and whose former negotiations had generally ended iy bitter,
controversics, — Up to the last year'there was, no conjune:
tion of circumstances favourable (o bringing about this
wiion, and Yprobably if we suffer this opportunity to he
wasted we shall never see again such another conjunetion
as will enable us (o agree, even so far, among ourselves.,,
By a most fortunate concurrence - of cireimstances—1ly
\\‘I)::\t, I presume to call, speaking of events of this mig-
nitude, a Providential coneurrened of cirenmstances—_)e
Government of Canada was so modified last spring as (o
enable it to deal fearlessly with (his subject, atMhe very
~moment when the coast colonies, (l('spuiring of a Canadian
union, were arranging a conference of theje own ‘for a unjon
of their own. . Our Government  embraced among s
members from the western seetion the leaders of the former
Ministry and former Opposition from that section,  A¢ (he
time it was formed- it announeed to this House that it was
it intention as part of its policy to geek a conference with
the Lower Colonies, and en leavour to bring about a general

* N
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union. This House formally gave the Government it
confidence after the - annonnctment of that pohey, and

Aalthough T have no desire to strain terms, it does appear
to me that this House did thereby fully commit itself to
- the principle of & union of the colomes, if practicable,
That is iy view, Sir, of " the relations of this Hoise to. the,
SGoveriments after 3t gave it expressly its “confidence,
Other members of the House tahe another view of that
matter, they do not think themsely es commtted even to
the prineiple, and they eertainly afe not to the detuls of
the scheme,  (Hear) " After the. coalition w e formed an
meident oveurred, which, though ot of national import.
anee, it would be most ungrateful of me to forget.  An
Intercolonial Eaenrsion was proposed and was rendered
practicable through  the public spinit of two centlemen
representing our great radway, ob which: so many hard
himgs have been said that 1 fecd e my duty (o say-thig
good thing 1 refer o 'the Yonourable Mr. Ferrier and
Mreo Brydges. (Cheers)) Ferty mvembers of this House,
twenty-five members of the other Houde, and forty gentle.
men of the press and other professions, from Canada, Jomed
m that excursion, So many Canadians- had never seen so
much of the Lower Provinges before, and the people of the
Lower Provinees had never seen so many Canadians,  Our
reception: was beyond bl deseniption Kind and * cordial.
The generpl seitiment of unfon w as evenswhere cheerad to
the echo, though 1 am sorey to find that some of those who
cheered then, when it was but a0 general sentiment, seem
Ao act very ditferently now that it has become o npeped
projeet, and 1 fear thit they do not intend to aet up-to the -
words they then uftered, They may, perhaps, intend to do

0, but (]n‘.\' have & very odd way of gomg about i,
(Laughtor) . Well) Sir, this was in Augrist s theharlotte.
town” Conferenee was called in September, tie Quebee
Couference i October, and the tour of the mantime
delegates throngh Cinada took place in- November.
Four months of the eight which have clapsed sinee we
promised this House 1o deal with it have been almost
wholly given up to this great enterprise. Lt me bear my

[N
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< tribute, Mr, Speaker, now that T refer to the conference,
to the gentlemen from the Lower Provintes, whe sat 80
many days in council witly us, under this roof, (Cheers,)
A very worlhy citizen of Montreal, when | went up o day
or two in advinee of the Mnnlrvul,l);mquvt, asked mey
“ with a curious sort ol emphasis— W hat sort of people are
they ? —meaning the maritime delegates, | | answered him
then, as | repeat now, that they were, as o body, as-able and
accomplished o body, 1 thought, as any new country could
produce,—and that some among them would compare not
cunfwvourably iy ability and information Wit some of the-
leading commoners of "FHogland,  Av our Goyernment jn.
cluded & representation botl, of the former Oppaosition and
~the former Ministry, so their delegations were composed in
about equal parts of the Opposition and Ministerjal partics
of their several provinees. A more hard-working st of
AN men more temacions of their owp rights, yet more
considerate for those of others; men of reader resouree in
debate: men of gentler BENDCTS ;. men more \\'illmg to
bear and forbear, | hardly can hope to see together at one
council * tablé again, (Cheers.)  But why need T odwel)
on this poimnt ? They were seen and heand tnall our
principal cities, and | am sure every Canadian who et
them here was prowd of them as fellow-subjeats, and would
be |I:lj)[).\' to teel that he could svon call them l‘l‘“())\'-
countrymen in fact as well as in name, (Cheers)) S, by
this combination of great abilities by this coalition of
leaders who never before :u'tv«l‘lugvllu'rwlhrmigli'(his
extrpordinary armistice in party warlare, obtained every
mlnﬁy At the same moment - alter all- this Libour and
this svlt'-s;u'riliv«-—ul"lvr.;lll l'urnu-r'impv(linwnls had be
most fortunately overcome —q|ie treaty was concluded and
siened by us all - and there it lies Tor your ratification.
The propositions contained in it have been objected to, aipd
we o were reminded the other evening by the honourable
member for Chateauguay,” that we At not g treaty-
mukiug power. Well, i reference to that (»I)Ji‘('tlm). |
believe the Linperial Govermment QRS in_(;rrt.lilr«-,nvé, suels
@ the Beetprociny Teeaty, coneeded 1o theae rovinees the

-
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right of coaction; and in this case there is the: Tmperial .-
despateh of  1RG2 to Lord Mulgrave, Governor of Nova
Scoti, distinetly authorising the public men of the folonies
to confer with cach other on the subject of union, and
inviting them to ‘submit the result of their conferences to
the Tmperial Government,  (Hear, hear.)  We assembled
under the wuthority and acted under the sanotion of that
despateh.  Everything we did was done in form and with -
propricty, and the result of our prm'(;mlings iy the docu-
ment that has been submitted. to - the Imperial Govern- *

“ment as well as to this House, and which we speak of here

asatreatys And that there may be no doubt about our
position - regard to that document we say, Question it
Youw may, rejeet it you may, or aceept it you may, but alter .
it you may not. (Hear, hear)  1eis beyond your power,
or our ‘power," to alter it. There is not™a sentence—not
even a word—you can alter without desiring to throw out

“the document. Alter it, and we know at onee what you

mean—you thereby declare yourselves against the only
possible unjon,  (llear, hear.)  On this point, 1 répeat
after all wy hon. friends who have already spoken, for one
party to alter atreaty, is, of course, to destroy i, Let us
be frank with each other; you do not like our work, nor
do you likeus who stand ]))_\' it, clwse By elause, line by
line, and letter by lev®r. Oh! but this clanse ought to
run thus, and this other elause thus.  Does any hon, member
seriouxly think that any treaty in the world between five
separate provineea ever gave full and entire satisfaction” on
every pomt, to every party P Daoces any hon, member seriously
expect 1o have a constitutionad aet framed 1o his order, or
my order, or any man's order?  No, Sir, Lam sure no legis-
lator, at léast sinee Anacharsis Clootz was Attorney-General
of the Human Race, ever expocted such deal perfeetion,

(Laghter) Tt may be said by some hou, gentlemen that

they adunt the principle of this measure to be good, but
that it should be dealt with as an ordinary pathiamentary
subjectan the usual pariamentary manner.” Mr, Speaker,

Cthis a8 not an ordinary parhamentary measure, e do

ot legislate upon it, we do uot anact it, - that is for a

LY
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ngher ulllhorify. Suppose the Address adopted’ by this

House to-mdrrow,— is the act of“this House final and con-
clusive?  No. 1t is for the Bperial Parliament to aet
upon it. (lear, hear) "That bodty that can canse the,
several propositions to be monlded nto a measure which

will hav

of law, and these resolutions anay.

/&.ﬂlyw form A
probubly Be“the ipsissima verby of the measure they wifl
give us mnll the other Provinees, But some hon. gentle-

nen opposite say, that it there be defects in this treaty

they ought to be remedied now, and that the Government

(
1
!

1

ught t6 be glad to have (hem pointed out, Yoy, surely,
{ this were sim ly the act of the Parhament of Canada
wut it is not to L(e our act alone, It is ap Address ta the
Phrone, in the terms (o which four othér colonies are

arties, and even if we were to make alterations in it we
» ) ’

(

annot bind them to aceept them, If we were 'weak and

wicked enongh to alter w solemn agreement with the other
Provinces, the moment their representidives had turned

t

o

heir bueks and gone home, what purpose would it serve
Neept that of defeating the whole measure, and throwing it

as well as the country back ngain into  chaos p (Hear,

war.) L admit, Sir, a8 we have been told, that we ought

to nim at perfeetion; but who las ever attained it exeept

|

serhaps the hon, member for Broome ¥ (Laughter) W,
wwever, did strive and aim at the mark, and we think we
nade - tolerably good shot. The hon, member for Chay.-

teanguay will not be satisfied — hisatiate areer '~ unless
we it thes balt’s Lyes (Laughter,) My lon. friend s
well read in political Literaturem—u il he mention me one

!

authority, from the first to the Iast, who ever held that

man government was or conld lw‘xmylhing-nmn- than

“what amodern sage called “ ap, approximation to . the

right,” and an ancient ealled « the possible best P W ell,

" we believe we have here given to our countrymen of all the

Provinces the possible, best—that wel have given them an
approximation to the right--their representatives and ours

|
1

rve laboured nt i, letter and spirit, form and substanee,

mtl they found this basis of agreement, which we. are all .
ontident will not now, nor for many a day to come, be

o

o
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easily swept away,  Before | pass “to another point, Sir,
permit me to pay my tribute of unfeigned respeet to one
of our Canadian colleagues in this work, who s no longer
with us; | mean the present Viee-Chancellor of Upper
Canada (Hon, Mr. Mowat), who took a constant and hon.
~ourable share in the preparation of this project,  (Cheers,)
Now, Sir, | wish to"say a few words i reference to
what I call the social relations which | think ought to exist
and ‘are Likely to spring up between the people of the Lower
Provinees and ourselves 1f there is a closer communteation
estabhished between us, and also in referenice to the social
fitness to each of the parties to this proposed union,  And
first, 1 will mahe a remark to some of the French Canadian
“gentlemen who are said to be opposed to our project, on
Prenelt: Canadian_grounds only.” 1 will remind them, |
hope not improperly, that every one of the colonies we now
propose o re-umite under one rule—in which they shall,
{l:ti'(' apdtential voice—were once before united as New
France.  (Cheers)  Ney foundland, the uttermost, was
~theirs, and one large section of 1ts const s sl AIOWN s,
the Trench shore;” Cape Breton was theirs Gl (he
fintal fall of Louisburgh ;. Prince Edward Island was their
Bshand of Sto Jean 5 Charlottetown was their Port Joli ;
and Frederichton, the present apital of New Branswick,
their StoNune’s5 i the heart "of Nova Scotin was that
fair Areadian land, wheretthe roll of Longfellow's noble
hexameters may be heard in every wave that breaks upon
the, base of Cape Blomedon. (Cheers,)  In the northern
counties of New Branswick, from the Miramachi to the
Matapediag, they had their forts and farms, their churelies
and therr festivals, bvfore the English speech had ever onee
been heard between, thase rivers, Nor is - that tenacious
Nornan and Breton race extinet in their old haunts and
“homes, 1 have beard one of the members for Cape Breton
speak i high terms of that portion of his constitueney, and
Fhelieve Tam correet in saying that Mr. Le Visconte, the-
late: Finanee Minister of Nova Scotia, wax, in the hiteral
sense of the term, an Areadian, - Me. Cozzans, of New
York, who wiote a very readable little book the other diy
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~ubout Nova Seotia, deseribes (he Freneh residents near the
hasin of Minas, and he sy, vs;ivviul[v of the women,
“they might have stepped out of Normandy o hundre
Yearsago ! In New Branswick there iy more than one
iruumy, espeeially in he North, where business, and law,
and polities, require g knowledse of both Freneh ang
Enghsh, A worthy friend of ours, Hono Mr, Mitehel) of
Chatham, who way present at the earljop meetings of gl
Conference, owed his first election for one of these countjos,
because he wag Pierre Mickel, an could speak” to s |
Freneh constituents in thejr own l:mgu:ngv. I will, with
leave of the House, read on this inturvxring.slnl)j(-('Q A
i»;lssugc from a very capital sketeh of the Frenely distriet of
New Brunswick iy IS63, by Licutenant Governor Gordon
[t i in Galston’s « Vication Tourist - for 1861, and s
exceedingly interesting throughout]; Mr, “Gordon SAVS f-mr

“The Frenel population, which  forms. s large a pro.
portion Atnong the inhabitants of the counties of Weg(.*
moreld; Kent, and Gloucester, appears to me as e,
tented as the habitants of \'iclurin_, but hardly cqually ng
well off, “Phere wag air of comfort and bien-ctre nhout
the large timbor fwo-storied houses, painted adark Indig
red, standing among the trees, tle merons grood Norses,
the well-tilled fields and sleek cattlo, which s wanting on
the sea coast, We stopped after a plv:nsuut'(h'i\'v, tording
us good views of the beantitul peak of Greep Kiver
Mountain, at the house of » Monsicur Violet, at the mouth
of Grand River, which wag to be our starting point, The
whole axpeet of (e Jarm was that of the “métaieje in
Normandy—the outer doors “of e house gandily painted
—the panels of u ditferent colour from the frame—{ e large,
PP, uncarpeted  room, with iy bare shining tlooy - the
Lwses at the spinning-\\'lu'vl-—'thc Frenely «-u.xt/um- and
appearance of Madame Violet and her sons and daughters,
all carried me back o the other side of the Mlantie, Alter
ashort conversation with the Violets, we walked down (o
Sthe bridge, where twe log-canoes, manned by Prenchmen
—three Gves and g Tinbandeau—w ere waiting for us, and
~ pushed oll from (e shore,” P
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It will be observed Governor Gordon speaks of four
counties in the north of New Brunswick which still bear
a marked French character. - Well, gentlemen of French
origin, we propose to restore these long-lost compatriots to
your protection ¢ in the Federal Union, which will recognise
equally both Tanguages, they will naturally look to you;
their pvtitiuus will come to you, and their representatives
will naturally be found allied with you. - Suppose thase
four New Brunswick counties are influenced by the French
vote, and say two in Nova Scotia, you will, should you need
them, have them as sure allies to your own compact body,
to aid your legitimate influence in the Federal Couneils,.
(Chevrs)  Toproceed with my analysis of the maritime
population, in order to establish the congruity and con- -
geniality of our proposed union. I point of time, the
next oldest element e that population 13 the Irish settle-
ment of Ferryland, in Newfoundland, undertaken by Lord
“Baltimore and Lord Falkland (Lord Licutenant of lreland
at the time), immediately after the restoration of King
~ Charles 11, soon after 1660, Newloundland stll remains
strongly Irish, as i3 natural, since it is the next parish to
reland == (langhter)—and 1 think we saw a very excellent
specimen of its Trish vatives at our Conference in Ambroso
Shea. (Cries of “hear, heap”)  To me, 1 confess, it 13
particularly grateful to refleet that the only Trish colony, as
it may be called, of our group, is to be included in the
new arrangements.  (Heae))  Another \Qimin element in
“the Lower Provinee population is the Nighlapd Scoteh,
Large tracts of Prince Fdward Island and Cape Breton
were granted after the Peace of Porig, to ofticers and men
of Frazer's Highlanders and other Scottish regiments, which
had distinguished themselves during the Seven Years” war,
I my hon. friend from Glengarry (Mr. DAL Macdonald)
had been-with us last September at Charlottetown, he
would have met clnsmen, whom he would have been
proud to know, and who could havé conversed with him in
his own cherished Gacelie, . , ~ o
“Mu Do Macoovaun.=They are all over the world,
(Laughter,) ' o

-




-

SPEECHES IN CANADIAN PARLTAMENT, - 291

- Hone Mr, McGre.—So mueh the better for the world,
(Cheers))  And 1 will tel] him what 1 think is to their
honour, that the Highlanders in all the Lower Pravinces
- preserve faithfully the religion, as well as the langunge
and traditions, of their fathers, The Catholic Bishop of
Charlottetown is a Melntyre; his Right Rev. brotier of
Arichat ' (Cape Breton). is a MeKinnon'; and in the list
of the clergy, T find a constant suceession of such names as
MeDonald, MeGillis, MeGillvary, McLeodl, MeKenzie, and.
Cameron—all « Anglo-Saxons " of course, and mixed up
with them  Fourniers, Gauvreaus, Paquets, and Martells,
whose origin s asy to discover, (Cheers.)  Another of
~the original elements of that population remains to be
noticed—the U, I, Loyalists, who founded New Bruns.
wick - (as they founded Upper: Canada), for Whom New
Brunswick was wmade o separate Provinee in 1784, as
Upper Canada was for their relatives in 1798, Thejr
descendants still flourish in the land, holding wmany
positions of honour, and as a representative of the class,
I shall only mention Judge Wilmot, who the other day
declared in charging one of his grand juries, that if it were
n(‘(‘vss:lry to carry Confederation in New Brunswick, so
impressed was he with the necessity of the measure fo fhe
very existence of British laws anil British institutions on
this cantinent, he was prepared to quit the beneh and
return to polities. . (Cheers.)  There are other clements
~also not to be overlooked.  The thrifty Germans of Lanen.
berg, whose homes are the neatest upon-the land, as thejr
fleet is the tightest on the sea; and other smaller sub.
Cdivisions s hut | shall. not prolong “this analysis, | may
observe, however, that this population is almost universally
A mative population of three or four or more generations,
In New Branswick, at the most there i3 about twelve per
cent. of an immigrant people; in Nova Scotia, about cight ; )
in the two Islinds, even less.  In the eve of the I, we
adwit no disparity between natives and immigrants in this
country ; but it is to be considered that where men are
born in the presence of the graves of their fathers, for even
a few generations, the influence of the fact is great in

v
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enhancing their attachment to 1 \t soil. T admt, for my
part, a3 an immigrant, of no divided allegianee to Canadn
and her mtmsta; lml it would be untluc and paltry to
deny a divided offection between the old country and the
new. . Kept within just bounds, such an aflection is reason.
able, is right and ereditable to (hose who cherish it. o (Hear, =
he \r) Why I refer to this broad fact which (h\tnwuwhc
the populations of all the four seaward Provinces as much
s it does Lower Canada herself, s, to show the fixity and
stability of that population’s to show that they are by’ birth
Britishe Americans ; that !luv an nearly all, of every origin, .
use that proud phrase when they Iunk (l.nly from their
‘doors, “thisis my own, my native land.”  (Cheers.)  Let
but that population and ours come together lur n generation
or two—such-are the clements that compose, such thie con-
ditions’ that surround it—and their mutual descendants will
hear with \mnd(-r, when the history of these pr(-\vni tranes-
actions is written, that this plan of union could ever have
been seriously opposed by statesien in Canada - or else-
where,  (Cheers.) 1 am told, however, by one or two
members of this House, and l)) exclusive-minded - Cana-
dians ont of it, that they eanunot get up any patriotic feeling
about this union with New Brunswick or Nova Scotin, and
that thQ' cannot look-with any interest at those colonics,
with” which we have had hitherto ‘so little association. -
“What's Heegga to me, or 1 to Hecuba?”  Well, |
answer to that,\ know thcm, and my word for it, you will
like them. I have made several j journeys there, un(i | have
seen much of the people, and the more T have seen of them,
the more 1 respeeted and esteemed them,  (Hear, hear,) 1
say, then, to these\ gentlemen, that if you desire any pa-
triotism’ on the sub ‘et il you want to slir up-a conmon
sentiment of Slﬂ((ll(&l between these people and ourselves,
bring us all into cloder relation together, and having thu;
elements of a vigorous nationality within us, cach will find
something to like and respeet in the nllur; mutual con-
fidenee and respeet. willy follow, and the feching of being
engaged ina common dpuse for the good of & common
nationality  will  grow up of 1(~1ll \n(lmul being foreed

\
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o : t
by any man’s advocacy. ~(Hear, hear.)” The thing who
-shuts up his heart against his kindred, his neighbours, and
his fellow-sybjects, may he a very pretty fellow at a parish
vestry, but («I]o you call such u forked-radish qas that, a
man?  (Laughter.) Dot so abuse the noblest word in
the language.  (llear, hear.)” Sir, thero is one other
argument” for this union, or rather an illustration of its
mutually advantageous character, which | draw from the
physical  geogeaphy and physical resources of the whole
territory which 1t iy proposed to unite; but before | draw
the attention of the House to it, 1 may perhaps refer to a
charge that probably Will be made against me, that 1 am
making what may appear to be a non-political speech, ¢
it be non-political in the sense of non-partisan, then 1 plead
guilty to the charge; but I think that on some of the
oints to which I have alluded the country is desirous of
])cing informed, and as many hon, gentlemen, have not had
time to make a tour of the country to the cast of s, those
who have had the opportunity of doing so cannot, I think,
better subscrve the interest of (he community than by giving
what appears to them a fair, just, and truthful sketeh of
those Provinees and their ')v(rp],(', and thus informing those
in Canada who have not Lml the opportunity of making
observations for themselves on the spot.  (Hear, hear.) "Iy
was remarked "hy the late Sir John Beverley  Robinson,
in_his letter to Lord John Russell in 1839, that if the
British Government had attempted to maintain the ancient-
boundaries of New France, i the treity which acknow-.
ledged the United States, it would have been an unfortu. -
‘nate attempt, and impossible after all, g 'Mhose boundaries
extended to the Ohio on the sunlh,“:m(ﬁvin('lmlml much of
what is now called by our neighbours “ the North-West,”
There is great foree, 1 think, in this observation,  But in
relation to what 1 may éall- the ground-plan on which we A
propose to crect our constitutional edifice, its natural one.
ness s admirable to contemplate, There is not one port or
harbour of all the Provinees now proposing to confederate,
‘which cannot be reached from any ather by all vessels, jf
not of too great dranght, without ever once leaying our

-
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own waters,  From the head of Lake Superior the same

» craft may coast uninterruptedly, always within sight of our ;
own shores, nearly the distance of o voyage to- Fngland— |
to St. John’s, Newfoundland,  (Cheers)) - We sometimes :
complain of our inland navigation, that we have it free but 3
half the year round, but what it lagks at one season it &
‘amply compensates by its vast capacity,  (Cheers,)  Last

‘ stwmmer, when we visited Halifax in the “ Queen Vietoria,”

o which the good people of thiat blockade-running stronghold
mistook for a Confederate eruiser, we were the better part
of a week  steaming away, always in British  American .
waters, within sight of the bold and beautiful coasts which z
it was our privilege to call our own. (Cheers))  While we B

' were thus foll®wing our river system to the open sea, 1 |

could not help often recurring to the vast extent of the
whole. 1 any hon. gentleman who has never made, or
. who cannot find time to make, a journey through his - own
- country, will only go to the library, he will find an exeellent
substitute for such w voyage in Keith Johnston’s “ Physical
Atlas,? a book that when one opens its leaves his hrain
opens with the book.  (Langhtery  He will find that dur
matchless St Lawrence drains an aret of 298,000 st
*miles, of whieh only 94,000 are oceupied by the five great
lukes taken together, -Of the commeree’ already  afloat” -
upon those waters, and the commercee of “which they are
capable of being the vehicle, it 1y hardly necessary, after
what has been already said, for me to speak, 1 shall not
Sattempt to tread in the path of my two friends ‘'who sit
-next me (Hone Messese Galt and Brown) by exhibiting in
“uny detail the prospeets of mutual commercial advantages”
opened up by this union; but 1 have prepared a statement
ol my own on this subject, giving certain general results, —
. - which 1 do"not present as complete, but only as proxi-
© o mately correet—and which 1 now beg to read to the
House 1 © - . T :

, N
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But therg/is, in addition to all that T have quoted, one
special soufee of wealth to be found in the Maritime Pro-
vinces, which was not in any detail exhibited by my hon,
friends—1 allude to the important article of coal. 1 think
there can be no doubt that, in some parts of Canada, we
are fast passing out of the era of wood as fuel, and entering
on that of-coal, Inmy own city every year, there is great
suflering among the poor from the enormous price of fuel,
and large sums are paid away by national societics and
henevolent individuals, to prevent whole families perishing
for want of fuel. 1 believe we must sl copeur with Sir
William Logan, that we -have no eoal in Canada, and 1
may venture to state, onmy own authority, another fact,
that we have—a five months’ winter, generally very cold,
Now, what are the coal resources of our maritime friends,
to whose mines Confederation would give us free and un.
taxed aceess for ever?  Totake these, data from  the
authority in-my hand— from the highest authority on the
subject-="Taylor’s “ Coal Fields of the New World 77—

“ Dro AL Gesner,-ina communieation to the Geological .
Society of London, 1813, states that the area of the coal
tields of New Brunswick has been reeently determined to
be 7,500 square miles 3 and 10,000 square miles, including
Nova Scotig, but exelusive of Cape Breton,  Sinee his tirst
report. he has explored the whole of this vast vegion, and
has found the area covered by that coal formation to be no
less than 8,000 square miles in New Branswick. e soys
the most productive coal beds prevail in the interior, while
those of Nova Scotia oceur on the shores of her bays and
river, where they offer every advantage for mining opera-
tions,  The coal fields of the two provinees are united at
the boundary line, and belong to the earboniferous period,
The “developments of almost -every season illustrate more
clearly the magnitude of these coal fields; which' extend
from Newfoundland by Cape Breton, Prinee Pdward Tsland,
Nova Scotin, and across a large portion of New Brunswick
to the State of Maine, Mr, Henwouod; a geologist of high
standing, observes that the beauty and extent of these coul
treasures it is impossible to deseribe,  In. Nova Scotia,
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~ Dr. Gesner'’s statements exhibit an area of coal formation :
of 2,500 square miles, while -Messrs, lmguil, Dawson, and Yy
Browh greatly exceed even that arca. “Sir W, k. Logan ‘

- demounstrated by a laborious survey the thickness or depth - x

-of ‘the whole group in Nurtlwrn_Novu Sceotia to be over 3 L

miles, an amount whicl fur exceeds anything seen in the »

coal formation in other parts of North Ameriea; in this ' ' ‘

group there ure seventy-six coal beds one above (he other,” ' “
L must say, Sir, that this i a chvcriug statement of facts,

coming to us on the very highest uutlmrity, and 1 feel .

wariming with the subject, even while making the state. A Ly

ment. (Langhter.) - Mhese exhaustless coul fields will, ' !

under our plan—which is in fact our Reciprocity Treaty

with the lmwvr;l’rovincvs~l)v(runu-, hereafter, the great

resource of our towns for fuel, | seo the ery is raised ‘

below by the anti-unionists, that o proceed with Confedera. !

tion would be to entail the loss.of the New England market |

for their coals, [ (o not” quife sce how they make this |

out, hut even an anti-unjonist might sce that. the population”™ I

of Canada is within a fraction of that of all N ey Fnglad .

©oput together, s that we consume  in this country- as - Sy
much fuel per annum as they do in New tingland ; and, y
therefore, that we offer them a market wnder the anion - S
cqual to that which these theorizers want to persuade theip ;
fnho\\"vrs they wonld lose, (Hear, hear,) Sir, another ery. o

raised by the anti-unjonists below s, that they would have

to fight for the glefence of Canada—a very specions argu. '

ment, " What, Sir, three millim!i and one million “unite, B

and the one million do the fighting forall 1. 1y proportion

to their numbers o donbt these, valiant gentlemen will

havedto light, if fighting is to by done, but not one man or

one shilling more (han Canada, pro rata, will they have to

risk or spend.  On {he contrary, the greater community, if

she should not happen to be first aftac ced, would be

obliged to fight for them, and in doing so, | do not hesitate

to say, on far better authority than ny own, that the man

who fights for the valley and harbour of St Joln, or even

for Halifax, fights for Canada, 1 will suppose another not

impossible case. 1 will- stuppose a hostile American army,

Ll ) -
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ow a fishery or any other war, finding -t easier and cheaper
to seize the lower colonies *by land than by sea, by a march
from a convenient rehdezyous on Lake Champlain, through
Lower Canada, into the upper part of New Brunswick, and
so downward to the sea—a march like Sherman's march -
from Knowville to Savannah,  While we obstryeted sueh a
march by CYEry means inour power, from the Richelicu to
Riviere du Loup, whose battles would we be tighting then ?
_Why, the seaports aimed at, for onr common subjugation,
(Rear, hear))  But “the truthds, all these selfish views and
arguments ares remarkably short-sighted, unworthy of the -
subject, and unworthy even of those who use them,  Inoa
commercial, inwomlitary, inevery point of view, we areall,
rightly cansidered, dependent on cach other:  Newfotind.
land dominates the Gulf, and none of us can atford to be
separated from her,  Lord Chathamp “sgid he ‘would as soon
_abandon Plymouth as Newfoundland to.a forcign power,
and he is thought to have understood - how to Lovern men,
‘Nova Scotia and New Brunswick are Siamese twins, held
“togetheE by that ligature of land hetween Baie Verte and
Cumberland Basin, and the fate 8 Ae one must follow the
Tt ol e other. (Hear, hear) Plinee Fdward g only a
little bit, broken ol by the Northumberland  Strait from
those twa bBigger brethren, and Upper and Lower Canada
_are essential to eaely other’s prosperity, Our very phasical
outline teaches us the lessow of union, Al indicates how
many mntual advantages we may all derive from the treaty:
we have wade. M. Speaher, winle we i_n,f/(‘:m:uln have no’
doubt of the ratitication of the Iytercolonpal Treaty, by this
House and cotntry, 1 aannot congeal from myselt that our
fricnds in the Lower Provinees are, lighting a battle with
mdrrow views and vested interests, which are always most
bitter n the smallest, commumties,  There are coasting
trade interests and fatlway interests g ork 5 and there are
“the strong duterests of honest ignorance and dishonest in.
‘g(‘llll‘il_\'."‘:( W hat c.uu these men mean, who are no fools ?
¢ l‘fvcnts‘ln\\'ﬂ since contirmed this predicton ; Wit 1T see no reason o
despair-of all the Maritime Provinees yet coming freely wto the proposed
confgderation, or sowe simlar pohitical unon,

PRI o v
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Do they, too, faney thev. can get a Government made to

their own private order® Do they think the

W OCAN a0 o
on the old sistem ? - g they mean to give np the country

to the Americans 2 Why not hang up at onee the sign,
“These Provinees for sale —terms cash 1—¢ greenbacks?
taken at par value!” | rejoice to see the unionists of the -

- Maritime Provinees 80 resolved, so highespirited, and so
“ulited =—and though their victory will not be won without
work, vet b feelassured it wil] b avictory, - I the honest
and " misgnided would Lut reflect for a moment the risks
they run 1).\' (lvl‘c-;nliug, or even dcl:n_\ing this measure, | am
sure they would, even yet, retract, (Hear, hear) It we
_reject ot now, s there any huwman probability that we . shall
oever see again so Propitious a set of circumstances to b

About the sime results? - How they
Know. " (llear, hear) | The strange

} rng
came about we gl
and fortunate events

that have ocenrred i Canada; the extraordinary conees-
slons made by the leaders of the Governments be ow—Dr,
Tupper, the Nova Scotian Premier, for instance, :nlmi(t'\ng
to his contidenee, and bringing with him here as s do-
representatives, Hon. Messes, Arcelibald and MeCully, two
of his most determined pulilivul.uppumnls‘~-_v.‘m Wioever
expeet, it we reject this scheme, that the same op similar
things will occur AL o favour it?  Can we expeet tossee
the leader of the Upper Canadian congervative party and
the leader of the Upper Canadian liberals .\‘ittl'.ng side by
side agrain, if this project fuls to work out, e spirit of
mutual coppromise and coneession,’ (he problem of our
Lconstitntional - ditlien]tjes ? No, Sit, it is oo mnels to
“expeet. Miracles woulld ecase o be miracles if they were
events of c\’vh'-d;n_\‘ oceurrence 3 the very nature b wop.

~ders regires that they should b

eulous and wonddeful :

of the Governments

crare; and this is a mir.
crecumstanee; that men at the head
‘ i five separate Provinees, and men
the hiad of the parties opposing them; all agreed at the
same time to sink party ditferences for the good of all, and
did npt sheink, at the risk of having therr motives mjs.
understood, from associating together for (lie purpose of
bringing about this result, (Cheersl) 1 have ashed, Sip

.
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what risks do we. run if we reject this measure?  We run
the risk of being swallowed up by the spirit of universal
democracy that prevails in the United States.  Their usual

and favourite motto is—

N
.

. _ ,
No pent-up Utiea contracts onr pnwcr_a',( /
But the whole boundicas continent isouls. )

'l'h:\t‘ i3 the popular paraphrase of the Monroe doetrine,
And the popular voice has favoured—aye, and the greatest
statesmen among them have looked wpon it as-inevitable—
i pxtension of the principles of democracy over this conw
tinent.  Now, | suppose a universal demoeracy is no more
cacceplable to M8 than-a universal monarehy in Furope,
would have been to,our ancestors; vet for three conturies
~from Charles V. to Napoleon—our fathers combated to
the ddath against the subjugation of all Burope to a single
systemor'a single master, and heaped up a debt which has
singt burthened the producing classes of the empire with an
enormons load " of tagation, which, pechaps, -none other .
except the ardy and ever-growing industry of those little
“islandy conld have borne Tip under, (Hear, hear.)  The
idea of \5\ nniversal demoeraey in Ameriea is no more wel-
come to the minds of thoughtful men among us than was
thit of a umiversal monarehy to the minds of the thought-
ful men who followed the standard of 0 third William, or
who afterwards, under the great Marlborough, opposed the
armies of the particular dynasty ‘that” sought to plice
Furope under a single dominion, (Hear, hear)) . But it
we are to have a universal demoeraey on this continent,
the Lower Provinees — the smaller fragments — will be
Cgobbled up”fiest, and we rwill come in o afterwards
by way of dessert, (Laughter.)  "The proposed Confedera.
tion. will enable us to bear up shoulder to - shoultler ;
to Fesist the spread of this universal demoeraey doctrine ;
it will make it wore desirable to maintain on ot
‘sides the conneetion that binds us to the parent State ; it
will faise us from the position of mere dependent eolo-
nies to anew and more important position ; at will give us
a new lease-of existence -under other and more favour

»
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able conditions ; and resistance to this project, which is

preguant with so many advantages to us and to our chil.

dren, means simply -this, ultimate union with the United

States. (Cheers)) ™ But these are small matters, wholly
unworthy of the attention of the Smiths, and Annands, and
Palmers, who have come forward to forbid the banng of

British-American Union,  Mr. Speaker, before | draw to -
j ’ ‘

a close the little remainder of what 1 have to say—and |
am sorry to have detained the |louse 80 long—(cries of
“No, no”)—] beg to ofter a few observations apropos of
Iy own position as an l'lnglish-spmking member for Lower
Canada. Lventure, in the fiest place, to observe that there
seems to be a good deal of exagaeration on tlhe subject of
race, m-c;nsimmlly'il'ltroducml,' both on the one side and the
“other, in this scetion of (he courpey, | congratulate my

.

. © , . { . .
honourable friend the Attorney.General for this seetion on
general, though 1 sull:

Wis freedom from such prejudiees in ¢
think in matters of patronage and the like he always looks
tirst to his own compatriots —(laughter)—for which neither
do 1 blame him. Bt this theory of race iy soictimes
carried to an - anti-christian and unphilosophical “excegs,
Whose words are (lhese—e God hath made of one blood
all nations that dwell on e face of the carth?™ g not
that the true tln-ury of race?  For my part, I am not
afraid of the Frenely Canadian majority in the future local

Government doing Injustice, exeept aceidentally ;. ot he.

cause Tam of the same religion as themselves ;™ for origin
and Lingaage are barriers stronger to divide nien in s
world than s religion 1o unite them  Neither do [ believe

that my Protestant compatriots need Lave any such fear,

The Freneh Canadians have never been an intolerant
livuplv; it s not i their temper, unless they had been
ersecuted, pethaps, and then it night have been as it has
een with other races of all religions, Perhaps, on this
subject, the House wil allow me (o reul very striking
lustration of the toletanee of Frenels Canadian character
from & book 1 hold in my hand, the Digest of the Synad
Mumntes of the l’rosl)'\tvri:m Chuareh of Canada,” by my
worthy friend, the Kev, Mr, Kemp, of the Free Chureh of

N
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Montreal.  The passage is on p;ig(“ seven of the Intro-

“ \lmut the vear 1790 the I’ rml)\t('n.mﬂ of Moytreal of
all denominations, both British and American, organised
themselves into a Church, and in the l()l]m\m" year seeured
the services of the Revo John Young. © At this time they
met in the Récollet Roman Catholie Chureh, - but in “the

year following they erected the edifice which is now known -

as St. Gabriel Street Chureh —the oldest Protestant Chure
in the Provinee,  In their early Minutes we find them, in
acknowledgment of the kindness of the Recollet l.llll( TS,
presenting them with “ Que box of candles, a6lbs,, at 84/
"
(Langhte el beg my hon. friends, who may have ditle rvnt
notians of Christian intercourse at tlm time of day, just 1
fancy doings. of that sort. (lHear, hear.) ll(rv, on th

one hand, are the Récollet Faghers giving up one of tlulr

own churches to the diseiples of John Knox to enable the 0
to \\nrxlnp God .\tur their own manner, and perhaps to
have - gaed at- Popery in the meantime — (langhter)—and
here, on the other e nul, are_the 5rmlul I luh\h TN pre-

senting to” these same hvmnnr) priests Presbyterian wine
and I' H‘\l)\l(l‘l an o wax tapers in acknowledgme 0t of the use
of their chureh for P reshyvterian serviee, («rt.nnl\ aMmore
characteristic instance of tolerancee on both sides can hardly
bie found i the histogy of any other cotry, 1 cite this
little incident - to deaw from it this pr actical moral —that
those who are secking, .unl, - some particulars, 1 believe
justly seeking, the settlement of Protestant ulm.mnn mn
Lower Canada on fiemer ground  than it now oceupies,
might well afford to Teave the two' great Seminaries of
Montreal and Quebee at pmu- No two Justitutions in
Christendom ever more conscientionsly fullitled the ends of
their ereetion; and whoever does not know all, but even a
Little, of the uuml serviees they have rendered to both the
pe npll' and’ lll(' Government of Lower Can ada, to the eivih-
sation and settlement of this country, has mue h vet o learn

ol the lmtm\ of Canada.  (Hear, hear) Mo close” !hl\
Ctopie, 1 have no duul»t whatever, with o goud deal <«

.
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moderation and g proper degree of firmness, all that the
Protestant minority in “Lower Canada ean require, by wa

of security to their edutational system, will be checrfully

.

granted to' them by this House, 1, for one, as a Roman -

Catholie, will cordially second and support any such amend-
ments, properly framed, | will merely add, in felation to
an observation of my friend (Hon, M, Brown) lnstl‘night

on the subject of the (‘uthulic.-Svpnrutv Schools of Upper

Canada, that | aceepted for my own part, as a finality, the
amended Act of 1563, 1 said’ | would do so if it granted
what the petitioners asked, when, 1 thought, they aught to
be satistied, [ will be no party to the re-opening of the
“question s bt 1 say this, that if there are'to be any special
guarantees or grants extended to the Protestant minority of
Lower Canada, 1 think the Catholie minority in Upper
;" Canada ought (o he placed in preeisely the same position —
neither bettér nar waopse, (Hear, hear) At present |
shall not add another word on this subject, as | am not
aware of tlie particular nature of the amendments agked for
ab present, either east or west, (Hear, hear)) Al who
have spoken on this subjeet have said a good deal, as way
matural, of the interests atstake in the suceess or failure of
this plan of Confederation, | trust the House will permig
me g add a few words as (o the prineiple of Contederation
considered i itself,  In the application of this principle
to former constitittions, thepe certainly always was one fatal

defeet, the )\'(':lkl!(\ss of the central :mthnrity. Of all the

«Federal ('mllslilnlmns U have ever heard or read of, this wag
the, fatal n alady they were short-lived, they died of con-

suml)tiun./ (Laughter)  But 1 am ot prepared to sy

that beeanse the Tusean League elected s chiel magis.
trates hut for two months and lasted aeentury, that there.

fore the Pederal principle failed,  On (he contrary, there -

s something in he frequent, fond reeurrenee of mankind
N .

to this prineiple, among the frees people, in their hest.

times and i their worst dangers, which leads meto helieve,
that it has very deep hold in haman nature itselli—an
excellent basis for o government to have, B, indeed,
Sir, the /n;n'n question i3 the due distribution of powers in
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a Federal Union—a question 1 dare not touch to-night,
but which 1 may be prepared to say something on before
the vote is taken.  The principle itself “seems to me to be
~capable of being o adapted as to promote interual peace
and external security, and to call into action a genuine,
enduring, and heroie patriotism, It is a fruit of this prin.
ciple that makes the modern Italian look back with sorrow
and prid® over a dreary waste of seven centuries to the
~ Tamous ficld of Legnano; it was this principle kindled the
beacons which yet burn on the rocks of Uyi; it was this
principle that brokethe dykes of Holland and Qverwhelmed
the Spanish with the fate of the Egyptian oppressor. It .
is a principle capable of inspiring a noble ambition and a
most salutary emulation.  You have sent your y()u‘ng men
- to guard your froptier.  You want a principle to guard
Your young men, gud thus truly defeid your fronticr,  For
what do good mgn whio make the best soldiers fight ?
For a line of sefipture or chalk line—for a text or for ax
- pretext 2 What s a better boundary between nations than
“a parallel of Jatjtude, or even a natural obstacle P—~what
really keeps nations intact and apart P—a principle.  When
' L ean hear our/ young men say as proudly, “our Federi-
vtion,” or ¢ our Country,” or “our Kingdom,” as the young
men of other countries do, speaking of their own, then 1
shall have less apprehension for the result of whatever trials
the future may have in storg for us,  (Cheers)) 1t has
been said that the Federal Constitution of the United
States has failed. 1, Sir, have aiever said it. "The’ Attorney-
General West told you. the other night that he did not
considyr it a failure; and 1 remember that in 1861, when =
in this| House I remarked the same thing, the only man -
who then applanded the statement was the Attorney-General
West, —so that at s plain he did not - simply adopt .
the argament: for use the other night when advocating a
Federal"Ulnion among ourselves,  (llear, hear.) 1t may
be a fulure for us, paradoxical as this may seem, and yet
not a failure for them.  They have had eighty” years” use
ol it and having discovered its defeets, may apply a remedy
and go ot ith it eighty years longer. Bt we also were -

A
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lookers on, who saw its defeets as the machine worked,
“and who have- prepared contrivances by ‘which it can be
improved and kept in more perfeet order when applied to
“ourselves, And one of the foremost statesmen in Lngland,
“distinguished alike jn politics and- literature, has declared,
as the President, of the Couneil informed us, that we have
combined -the best parts of the British and the American ,
systems of government ; an opinion deliberately formed -
at” a distanee, withou, prejudice; and expressed withoat .
nterested motives of any description, ,- (Hear, hear)  We .
have, in relation o the head of the Government, . iy
relation to tle Judiciary, in relation to the  scqond
chamber of the Legislature, in relation to “the financia]
responsibility of the General Government, and iy _relation _
1o the public officials whose tenure of office s during — * _
- good " behaviour instead of at the caprice of a party— ‘
e all these respects we have adopted the British system ;
i other respeets we hive Jearned something from the
American system, ‘and | trust and believe we have made |

A very tolerable combination of both. - (Hear, hear))  The - "
prinetple of Federation Is"a generous principle, Tt js. 4 \
principle that gives men local duties to discharge, wnd
invests them at the same time with general supervision, that ‘
excites i@ healthy sense of responsibility and comprehiension, |
[tis o principle that has produced a wise and trae spirit of -
statesmansiip *in all countries in whicl, it has evep _bvvn_ ‘
applied. 1t s aprineiple eminently favourable (q hberty, T
beeause local allairs are Jeft to be dealt with by local bodies,

and cannot be interfered witly by those who Tave no local

interest i them, while matters of 3 general character ape

left exelusively to a General Government, [ i a principle

inseparable from every government that ever gave extended

and important services to g country, becanse "all govern.)

ments have been more op less confederations iy their charae-

ter.> Spain was a Federation, for although it had a_ King

reigning over the whole country, jt had it local govern.

m($ 8 for the administration of local afluirs,  The British

sles e a guasi Confederation, and “the ol Freneld duke-
doms were “gonfederated i the States-General, It is o

. X - : .
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principle that runs through all the history_ of civilisation in
one form or another, and exists. alike in monarchios and
democracies ; and having adopted it as the principle of our
future government, there were only the details to arrange

~and agree upon.. Those details are hefore you. It is not

in our power to alter any of them even if the House desires
it If the louse desires, it can reject the treaty, but we

cannot, nor can the other Provinces which took part In its:

negotiation, conse® that it shall be alfered in the slightest

o

.-

particnlar,  (Hear, hear.)  Mr. Speaker, 1 am sorry to

have detained the House .so long, and was not aware till 1
had,been some time on my legs, that my physical stréngth
was 5o inadequate to the exposition: of those few points
which, not speeially notiedd by my predecessors in this
debate, 1 undertook to speak upon, Wa stand at present

in this position : we are bhound in honour, we are bound m-
- &ood faith, to four Provinees oceupied by our fellow colo.

nists, to carry out the measure of Union_agreed upon here
in_the last week of October,  We are bound to eareveit to
the foot of the Throne, and ask there from-Her Majesty,

-according to the first resolution of the Address, that She
will be graciously pleased to direct L@islation 1o be had on
- this subject. We go to the Imperial Government, the com- -

won arbiter of us all, in our true Federal metropolis—we

“go there to ask for our fundamental Charter. = We. hope,

by havipg that Charter, which ean only beamended by the

- authority that made it, that we will Iny the basis of perma-

neney for.our future government,  The two great things
that all men aim at in free government, are liberty amd
permanency. We have had hberty enonghi—too much,’
perhaps, in some respects—hut, at. ail eventsy liberty to our
hearts’ content. There is not on_the face of the carth a
freer people than the inhabitants of these colonies:  But. it
18 necessary there should be respeet for the law, a high
central authority, the virtue of civil obedienee, obeying the

Jaw for the Tiw’s sake; for even when a man’s |)ri\7:l{(' con-

seienee may convinee him sufliciendly that the law in some

cages may be wrong, e is not 19 sef up his individual will
against the will of the country expressed through its.recog-

:
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nised constitutional organs.  \We need in these Provinces,
and we can bear, a large infusion of authority. T am not
at all afraid this Constitution errs on the side of- too great .
conservatism. If it be found too conservative now, . the
downward tendency in political ideas which characterises
- this democratic age, is a suflicient guarantee for amend-
~ment. 1ts conservatism is the principle on which - this
instrument is strong, and worthy of the support of every |
colonist, and through which it will seeure the warm appro-
bation of tlie Tmperial authoritics. ~ We have here no tra-
ditions and ancient, venerable nstitutions ; here, there are )
no aristocratic clements hallowed by time or bright decds ;. o
“here, every man s the first settler of the land, or removed ‘ '
from the first settler one or two generations at {he farthest; .
here, we~have no architéctural monuments calliig up ald '
Jssociations 3 liere, we have none of those old popular
< legends and stories which in other countries have exercjsed
- a powerful share in the government ; here, CVErY man is
~the son of his own works, (Hear, hear)  We have none :
of those influences abont s which, elsewhere, hinve their , * -
elleet upon government just as much as the invisible atmo- -
spherve dtsell tends to influence lite, and animal and vege.
table” existence, This is 0 pew land—a land of young
pretensions beennse it is new 5 beeause ¢lasses and -systems
have not had that time (o grow here naturally, +We have
no aristocracy but of vietue and talent, which is the best
avistoeraey, and s the old and trie meaning of the term. . .-
(Hear, hear,)  There is o class of fen rising in these volo. -
nic, superior in many respeets -to others with whom they
might be compared.  What 1 shonld like to see, js— that
fairSrepresentatives of (he Canadian: and  Acadian ariso. .
~eracy should be sent -to the foot of the Throne with (hat . '
scheme, to obtain for it - (he royal sanction=—a scheme. not
sugaested by otherg, or imposed upon us, but one the work .

v,

. of ourselves, the creation of our own jntellect and of our
own free, unbiassed, and untrammelled wille T should like
to sce onr best wen go there, and endeavour to have this
measurd carried throngh (he Imperial l';lrli:uuvnt'—-goi_ng o
into\ll"r Majesty’s presence, and by theie manner, it not

-
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’)xctunlly by their speech, saying—¢ During Your Majesty's
t

eign we have had Responsible Government conceded to us :
we, have administered it for.nearly a quarter of a.century,
during which we have under it doubled ounr population, and
more than quadrupled our trade;  The$mall colonies which - -

-yYour ancestors could hardly sce on the map, have grown

mto great communities, A great danger has arisen in our
near neighbourhood.  Over ouf homes a'cloud hangs; dark
and heavy.  We do not know when it may.burst. With -
our own strength we are not able to combat against the
storm; but what we can dy, we will o cheerfully and
loyally.. " We want time to grow'; we want more people to

il our countryy more industrious families of men to develop

our resources; we want o increase our prosperity ; we
want more ¢xtended trade and commerce 3 'we want more
land tilled—more men established  through our wastes and.
wildernesses, ™ We of the British » North-American” Pro-
vinees want to be joined together, that, if-danger comes, we
van-support cach other in the day of trinl.  We come, to

Your Majesty, who have given us liberty, to give us unity,

that we may preserve and perpetuate our freedom ; and

- whatsoever charter, in*the wisdom of  Your Majesty and of

Your Parliament, you give us, we shall loyally ()1)0_\' and
observe as long as it is the pleasive of Your Majesty and
Your Successors to maintan the conneetion between Great

.7 Britsin and thiese Colonies,”  (Lowd cheers.). R

THE END S
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