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Quebee and James Bay Bailway,

QUEBEC, 5Tn -Avnit, 1888.

Ty thh Right Hon. Sir'. John A, Mandnnald, & C. B.,

CUPREMIER, Xe. e,

OTTAWA.
NIR,—
,

['am directed, on behalf of the promoters of the Quebee and James Bay Rail-
way, to repeat the application which they had the honor of muking to you on’the
26th March, 1887, for a grant or subsidy to enable tham to carry out their enterprise,

[t is proposed to construct this railway from some point on the line of the Que-
bee and Lake St. John Railway, in a westerly direction, to the north side of Lake
Abittibi, and thence to Moose Factory, Jamnes Bay, o distance in all of aboul 500
miles. ) : .

_The advantages of this proposed loecation aro :—1st. That the section from
Lake Abittibi to Moose Factory could be uséd for and be common to the railways
prajected from Ottawa and Toronto to James Bay, and would be on the most direct
location for these lines :—2ud. That it would form the most direct line between
Quebee and Lake Abittibi, developing the country around that lake, which is suid
to be well adapted for settlemont :—3rd. That when the requirements of the Great
North-West wilk necessitate an additional outlet [ur its products to the seaboard,
this il become part of the shortest possible line from Quebee to Winnipeg, o line

smaore than 200 miles shorter than the Canadinn Parilie, und an interior line forming
i back bone, as it were for the Dominion, truly national in character, perfeetl ang

in the event of hostilitives, and securing, with certainty, to the Maritimo Provinces,
m winter, the whole export trade of the country it will develop. ,

The promoters of this enterprise rvqwntl‘ulfy contond that the Jumes Bay terr
tory is worthy of railway development, ’

The territory enclosed in the aren botween Lako Mistassini to the East and Ni-
pigon to the West, und from the height of land to the southern shore of Jumnes Bay,
contains soms 120,000 square wiles, or about 75,000,000 acres.  In other words a
territory much larger than the inhabited portion of the Provinee of Ontario.

An erfoncous impression has hitherto prevailed with regard to this country,
owing to its connection with Hudson's Bay. It should not bé forgotten that Moose
Factory is very little further north than Winnipeg, that it is in abbut the same lati-
tude as London and Beelin, 500 miles further south than St. Petersburg, which has
500,000 inhabitants ; and that it is 600 miles south of Hudson's Striits, or about as
distant from those straits as it is from Washinglon.

The annexed reports of the Government Meteorological Bareau at Toronto prove
that the average summer tempersture of Moose Faetory is about the sume as that
of Chicoutimmi in the Provinee of Quebee, of Dalhousie in the Province of New
Brunswick, and more favorable than that of Rimouski, by several degrees. They
also]pro\'o that the average snow full at Moose Factory is about half that of Mon-
treal, o .

The annexed letters from Professor Bell, of the-Geological Survey, and the
Revd. Fathers Nedelee and Pavadis, Missionaries ut James Bay, establish the follow-
ing fucts:—1st. That the Jumes Bay territory is a level clay country eapable ol sus-
taining a vory large population ;—2ud. That it will hgre great value as an agricul-
tural and stock raising country ;—ird. That it possesses valuable tinber, nunerals

“ungd fisherios ;—4th, That in all these respects, as well as in climate, it may be con- .
sidered ax a similar eountry to Germany, Russia or Sweden, in Europe, -

I am directed respectinlly to request that the Government will be pleared to
grant to the Quebec und Jumes Bay Railway Company a subsidy of $12,500 per
mile for 130 miles of their road in the Provinee of Quebee, und of $12,500 and, 12,500
acres of land per mile, for about 370 miles from the boundary line to James Bay.

I have the honor to be, . B : <
Sir, : )

i Y()\lﬁlicllt.Surv=llnt, . : _
J. Q. SCOTT, .

Acting Sccrotary.

’




Translation of a letter from the Rev. Father Nedelee, lIate Missionary at James Bay.

Mattawa, 15th November, 1887,

J. G. Scorr, l‘)ﬁri, :
Quebec,

.I)mu Sik,- - ,

I beg to acknowledge roceipt of your letter of the #th inst., in which you ask
me for information ubout the vast Hudson's Bay territory :—thie Siberia of Canwla,
In order to answer your questions satisfactonly one would have to be an explorer,
a geologist, a mineralogist and oven a larmer in a word an export in every branch
of knowledge. I confess that T am only u ‘missionary to tho Indians and the
shanty men of the Ottawa. Nn-\"~rll|\-,lq§s,, I shall always gstecin it a pleasure and
a duty to oblige you to the ntmost of my capacity, to the"depth of my kunowledge
and extent of my observations\y Heyond this, I ean but refor youto good authorities
on vach subject. "But to answer your questions ;— Nt .

1st..—The country is generallg habitable, excepting u fow places, chiefly along the
coant  Along the Eust const the lishing is good

Znd —All Kinds of grain, exeept wheat and buckwheat, alvo frait and vegetables,
are, an arule; grown with success, except in u few scattered places on the
coast.

Aed —1 find it difticult to say what population might be supported in this i«»rrilory.
There i room for millions, with improved agriculture and the developaent
of industries. . . -

4th. —The c-xm;mu heat is 100 © and extreme cold on the coast—35 @, Avvt;lge
in Junuary 39,

Sth - In &ome places the climate is hetter than that of the north of Germany, Po- »
land, Norway. north of Seotland, Lake St John, Newfoundlund. Insome
parts the natural resources are magnificent, in others not so good. As a
general rule it resembles Qnmu- and the distriet of Lake St. John.  Al)
i

that I can say is that the conif¥fy is larger und more habitable than can
be imagined. . »

tith.— The soil ix in general of cla ¢y nare. See * Les Relations des Jésuites 3
Journey from Lake St John to Hudson's Bay —I'roulx. Neo also reports
of Bowen, Stipendiary Magistrate, of Manitonlin Islands, ()lltanr|()—~1:;v()r-
able. ) )

Tth Between Lake Temiseamingue and height of land, white and red pine, sprave
and soft birch abound ; on the other side of the height of land, spruce,
soft birch and cedar. i :

Rth.-+See the report of Dr. Boll, geologist, as to minerals,

. ! - . ' .

9th.—Any amount of fur, hirds and fish ; whales also abound.  See the report of

] Captain Qordon, 18K5H, 1KRBGT
A0th —The snow-fall is not excessive

SUCH IS HUDSON'S BAY.

What was Canada 200 years ago 7 What were the United Ntates 2 In my
opinion it would be a wood thing tor the Provinee of Quebee to ke possession of
that part of Hudson's Bay that belongs to it Your Company ought to establish
Acadian settlements in the Bay. * They afe the very people for the country, and
when the resonrces of the country are developed and wealth amassed, a steambaat
should be sent from Quebec to further develop and explore the conniry, while
-waiting for the railway through the valley of St Mauriee, :

8 . ‘ Yours truly,

(Migned) 1 M NEDELEC, 0 M. 1,
Indian Missionary.
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ExTRACT: FROM A LETTER FROM REv. FATHER PARADIS, FORMRRLY MISSJONARY

AT Moosk Facronry.

v
“This torritory is very guitable for settiement mid the land is first-class. From

Lake Temiscamingue, which is 6850 feet above the sea, to. Moose IFaotory, a distance
of 300 milesis bne black clay plain, very suitable for grain, and well wooded with
maple and other hardwoods - At the height of land, 920 foct above the sea, pine is
lound in abundance, ulso some very largs poplar.  From Lake Abittibi to James Bay
the finest spru ¢ in Ameria is to be found, and on the south side of the mountaius
some red pine, , ' T ’ "

TEMPERATURE . = The thermometor has been as low as 30 below zero at Mooss
Factory —in swmmer as high as 100 above; at the height of land the sumimers are
solder; avernge snow-all three feor, which is much loss than at Quebec.

“Provuers . —The best possible potatoss and all-root crops, are grown here
(rain has not been testod (o any great extent. 1 think wheat would succeed as well
2w in Manitoba.  Oats, hay and barleyswould certainly succeed  Natural hay, ex-
cellent for cattle-raising, ix very plentilul - Excellent beef is raised  here,

Gasme :—Wild goese and duck dre abundant st Fort Albany, north of Moose
Factory ; 36,000 geese are killed there sanually for provisions for the Hudson's Bay
Company by the bndians, that being the number they. are oxpected to furnish.

Ml\'l-:lumm_ Bell's report 1 find him very cansoientious in his reports.
()%rpmu_n ahounds at The mouth of the Abittibi River. [ think thero is coal and
ftroleum on the river. lro“n‘m\NQnil'ul. Mineral springs abound. :

Stargeon abound in the rivers { and on the cust coast, 30 miles from shore,
porpoises and all fish {ound in the ¢hull of 3t. Lawrence, are found in great abua-
dance.

I have no hesitation in recomymending the constraction of n railway from Quehos
to James Bay  Indians.say that the lind towgrds Lake Mistassini is also vory. level
with a elay soil.  Towards the height of Jund it is sandy and rocky.  Some prairiea,
4 to 6 milér wide, without trees, extend to the west of James Bay, according to the
Indinug some 1200 hundred miles.

I think this conntry might be compared to Germany in FEurope, and the Fort
Albany district with Russia. ) 4 !

The climato resemblos that of Kamouraska, with the same flowers, wild fruits,
such as gooscherrivs, strawberrios, juniper herries, and cranberries.

At Moose Factory there are some splendid gardens, containing currants, goose-
berries and all kinds of vegetablow.  In one of them there is an ash tree, planted ten
years ago, that now wmeasures 13 inches dinmoter.

Iee leaves the rivers about end of April, and the Bay is navigable from 5th ta
t3th May  Closes from 1st to 20th November, =The highest tide 18 10 feot ™
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,GrOLOGICAL BURVRY,

o Ottawa, 7th March, 18,87.‘
~J. . 8corr, Esq, : '

Quebec. ' )
Dranr SI_R;—-—

Your favor of the 4th reached me this morning, and [beg to answ?
tiohs seriatim as follows -~ . :

1.—A considerable proportion of the torritnrly southward of Jawes’Ha
for scttlement. : S . -

2.—My own explorations have not extended eastward of the Basin of Moose -

River. In that Basin a great deal of good land is found between the water shed
of the great lakes and the commencement of the low lovel country to the south
westward of James Bay.  This woald comprise about one-third of the reyrion bhe-
tween Lake Superior and_James Bay.  The. voil is mostly brownish gravelly loam
and light colored elay, with sand in some parts.#In the coniferous forests, when
the ground is level, the surfaee is apt to be covered with deep moss, hut when this
timber.has been burnt off and replaced by deciduous trees, the ground is dry.

» _The summer and winter temperatures rexembla those of the County of
Rimouski. The summrrs not 5o hot, nor the winters so cold as at Winnip.g.

4 = The avernge snow-fall i% about 3 feet?or a httle more, stll not quite so
great as about the City ol Quebec. ) '

5. Potatoes and all other kinds of root crops have heen found to do remark-
ably well.  Tlay also grows luxuriantly. Barley would, 1 think, ben sure crop
every year, and rye could also be growi with advantage.  Barley is sown every,
year at Moose Factory and Rupert's House, and itghas ripened well every yoar that’
I have visited these prits. Stll it issaid to fail some years. However, these places
are much further north than the region 1 have indicated, and what is worse for
them. they are near the ses, which is said to have an unfavorable inlluence in the
autwmin.  Mr. John Melntyre (now of Vort Willinuy) <ays he haw ripened wheat at
Missinibi and New Brungywick House, within the above area 1 have had expep-
wents made ot New  Brunswick House and at Norfolk, on the Abit(ibi River, witb
a great variety of field and garden seeds, and the results proved that this region is
capable of growing anything which cau be raised, say in the County of Rimouski.
1 regard the rogion as well snited for stock raising and dairy farming, and it is not
unlikely to prove fit for grain alko .

The soil at Moose Factory i~ heavy and vold, stull vegetables, &eo grow
successiully here, Among the kinds inay be mentioned  potatoes, beans, peas, turnips,
brets, eatrots, cabbages onions, Xe . & Ax shewing the absenee of summer frost
at Moose Factory in 1577, Fnention at page 27 e of my report for that year, that,
on our return {0 Moose Factory. (fram the Northy in the end of September, we

“Jownd that thers had beew no trost there all suminer and the most tender plants,
sl s melons and cwewmbegs: beans, balams, tobaeeo, the eastor oil bean, &ec.,
growing in the open air, were =il quite geeen and flonri~hing  That signmer was
however probably afiner one than nsuad

It s been objected to this stetennt byssome Hudson Bay Co’s men, that 1
ould have mentioned that sone ofthe above plants had bee started in the house.
Bat all T wanted to show, was the ubsenee ol siinnier frosts that year  These
plants are generally started ander glassm other parts of Canada as \v«-il.

5§ —White and ¢ pine zeaw in the southern part of the basin of Moose River,
but the timber most abundant thronghout the whole conntry. consists of white and
hinck spruce, tamarae, white cedar, (as far north an Moo Factory,) white bireh,
aspitn. tongh-barked poplar, = Jaek ™ pine aud boufean [ Fhere s wlitile ol nud
hinek ash, in the southern part, but atis not worlh conntmg cnm‘uwn-inll_\', Rome
of the above wonds are warth exporting.

7. —Minerals are to be found in this region: nearly all the metals are to be
looked for in the Huronian formation. a belt of which is iwliv\'wl to run all the wa
from near Lake Abittibi, to the south of Lake Mistassini. and this would be crossog
by any railway from Quebecto Jumes Bay.  Tron and gypsim are abundant to the -
north-west of Moose Factory. » , -

The shores of Hudson's Bu{ that, would be tributary to the projected railway
aflord a variety of uscful minerals in paying quantities.
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8 —Coal cannot be said to have been found in the region under consideration.

1 found lignite in various places on the Missinabi and Moose Rivers; also indj-
cations of<t on the Mattagami and Albany Rivers, but the quality was mostl

inferior, and in a well woodod country like this, would not be in demand for fuoi
I also found anthracito on & long island on the eaat coast of Hudson's Bay, but I do
not think the quantity likely to prove™ great, nlthough the quality was first-clasa,
As far as we are yet awaro, there is & chance, geologically speaking, of finding coal
in the islands on James Bay, but we have no evidence, as yet, of ita actual existence
there. *~ N - : : . . ' ’

9.—Among'the fish found in Jamnes Bay and Hudson's Bay, may he mentioned
a fine white fish, lake trout of lake Supcrior, and some smalﬁsr specics, sea trout,
salmon, rock cod, capling, &c., besides strictly fresh water fishes in the rivers and
lakes, such as speckled trout, Backs’ grayling and pickerel, pike, &c. The fisheriea
of the bay will probably be found to be valuable. The oil producing animals,
nuch as seals and porpoises, may be included undor % the fisheries."”

10 —I have not considered the subject sutficiently, as yet, to say whether |
would recommend the construction of a railway from (Iuebec to James Bay, or not;
but if it shonld be decided to go on with such a line, the objective point might be
the mouth of the Rupert River, the southern extremity of Rupert Bay, or Hannah
Bay. Deep enough water can. I think, be found at these points and leading out
from them, although the south end of James Bay is shallow. 1f a railway were
built to the south e¢nd of James Bay. steamers might run up the Kast main coast,
which I believe (from experience) will prove attractive as a summer rosort for the
people of the United States and Canada.

For further information, 1 would refer you to somo of 1hy reports under page
27 ¢, with gunerpl survey reports for 187980 and page 7 ¢, onditto for 1877-78,

7 [ am, Dear dir,'
S Youfs truly, .

(Signed)  ROBERT BELL, 0. E, M.D.

»
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