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Part III..........Enunleration of the measures
passed by the Governments of which Mr.

I\facdonalcl .has been a member,

CLERGY RESERVES.

Mr. Macdonald spoke of th e se tt le ment of the Clergy R eserves
a t a nu mber of places. The first ex tract is from a speech delive red
at St. Thomas:

" We have called the attention of the legislature to, and have
succeeded in passing many measures, and I am happy to say that
the greatest proof of the valne of our measures is this, that even
those who were most strongly opposed to us, who were most
fierce in their attacks on the government, their motives and
their course, while the measures were before the House of As
sembly, have acquiesced in thos e measures sin ce they became
law, so that all our legislation ha s received the general sanction of
the people and of the Opposition themselves, and not a single one of
those great measures that the government has introduced and carried
in to operation, has anyone ever attempted to repeal. [Appla nse.] I
m ay take the measure of the Clergy Reserves, of which you have
spoke n, which was most strenously opposed while it was passing
t hrough parliament. I may take the Seigniorial Tenure question, that
of Law R eform, and if leisure would permit, I could go over a long lis t
of our acts , not one of which has ever been assailed by the papers
even of our opponents, but all of which have been accepted as laws
which were proper and right. [Applause.] It is said, sir, that that
country is t lle happiest which has no hi story. It may be exciting
and pleasing 101' the reader to read of great wars and great conquerors;
but that h istory , so excit ing to the reader, tells of misery and des
truct ion to the coun try concern ed . T hose wars, though they may
have brought out the great talents of great minds, have been rui nous
to thousands of people. And so it is with administrations. T hat
govern ment which is satis fied with being useful-with doing its duty .
to the people who placed it in power-which, when it finds a prac
tical evil, sets its elf to work to reduce it in a practical way, is not a
government about which you can get up much enthusiasm. I am
happy to say, however, that the administrations of which I have
for med part have been of this kind. They have been contented with
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being useful in their day and generation, and whenever any thing
has been pointed out that was necessary fur the reform of law, or for
the protection of the liberty of the subject, they have met it, and
instead of making it a matter of party agitation, or getting up before
it a cry at the hustings, they have remedied the evil, calmly and
quietly, and they have their reward, [Cheers.J I say we have our
reward. [Loud cheers.] I shall be quite satisfied, after present
dispute are forgotten, long after this Government has ceased to be,
to have it engraved upon my tombstone that I was concerned in the
settlement of the clergy reserve question. [Hear.J But while I
claim that. for myselfand those who acted with me, I must bring it
as a distinct charge against those who were politically opposed to us,
that although they had agitated this question from the beginning,
although they upbraided us with trying to raise up a State church
and a dominant religion, yet, when we came down with a hill to
finally to settle that question, it met with the most uncompromising
hostility from all of them. From the moment I introduced the bill,
until it received the royal sanction, it was opposed by those who had
agitated the country, but were not sincere in their expressed desire
to settle it. [Hear, h eur.] They wanted to use it still as a political
lever, on the hustings a nd on the stump. They were regardless of
the evils cau sed by that civil and social and religious quarrel so
long as they could use it, and say" we go for a settlement, but these
old Tories ar e tryi ng to rule over you, to destroy the eq uali ty be
tween man and man, religion and re ligion, and won't hear ofit." This
country has a right to complain of the partizan and unparliamentary
opposition w hich took place on that occasion. [Applause.J-Thank
h eaven, however, th e measure became law at last, and now we have
pe ace, and quiet, and prosperity! Every possible objection was
taken to the bill, but the greatest was, that there was a certain sum
t aken by w ay of commutation, and given to the English, Scotch and
Roman Catholic Clergy, which, by the action of previous govern
ments, had been a charge upon that fund. You must remember
that we can't have all we want, and we must endeavor to get as
nealy what we want as possible. The Clergy Reserves were settled
by an Imperial act of Parliament in 1840.-That act gave certain
preferences to certain churches, but notwithstanding this, Mr. Bald
win, the head of the Reform party, said in the House of Assembly,
that the man would be an enemy to his country who should re-open
the question. It was, however, agitated, and we had to appeal to the
Imperial Parliament again to give us power to alter the former settle
ment of 1840, which we ourselves should have been happy not to
have disturbed, had not the country been again convulsed about it.
We received that power, but there was a proviso in the act, that we
should not affect the position of these individuals who had stipends
charged upon the fund, to whom the British government considered
the faith ofthe Queen was pledged.-We had, therefore, either to pass a
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bill, preserving these rights, or w e could have no bill at all. We did pa ss
the bill, and, in stead of payin g out to eac h clergyman his annual salary ,
and keeping the body as pen sioners upon the public purse , we calcu
lated its value to him on pr inciples well kn own to actuaries, and pai d
the amount to each cle rg yman entitled to rec eive it. Th e clergy w ere,
indeed , enormous losers by the tra nsact ion, for , by the law, as it stood,
they had a fa ir claim to one -half of the Cle rg y R eserves, But they
felt that they w ere ministers of peace, a nd for the s ake of peace they
accepted our se ttle me nt. If there is any thing which , more than
a nother , has exalted the cle r ical profession in my eye s, it is that act.
The clerg y were paid their very moderate all ow ance of £100, £150
and £200 a yea r, anti the whole ofthe balance of th e fund, consisting
of an enormous sum of money, £ 1,000,000, or so, was ready to be
dev oted to th e municipalities of Upper Canada, among which it was
divided, and which have the privilege of applyin g it to the making
of roads, to the furtherance of education, or any othe r purpose they
please. [ Applause.] There is one great advantage which we secured
by this mod e of settlement. T he Opposition contended that the ori
ginal reser vation of the cle rgy reser ves was a fraud on the people of
Canada- that it should be abolished, annulled, made void, and that
the whole ofthe cler gy reser ves should be placed on th e same footing as
th e crown lands. W hat w ould have been the consequ e nce? As the
public lands are sold , the proceeds are put into the public chest , and
Lower Ca nada gets her half, or , as the Globe says, her three-fourths
of that rev enue. If w e had ca rr ied out the vi ews of the Opposit ion
in settlin g the clergy reser ves, the clergy lands wonld have becom e a
part of the public domain, and L ower Canada would have her share
of th eir proce eds, of which she does not now ge t one six pence.
[Hear.] I may call the attention of th e meetin g to this, because you
have heard it very strongly urged and repeated until perhaps you
have begun to believe it, that there has been on our part a subser
viency to Lower Canada interests-to Lower Canada domination.
While in Upper Canada the municipalities have div ided the w hole of
the proceeds of the clergy reserves among themselves, the case in
Lower Canada has been very different. In Lower Canada, ever
since it was made a French colony by the French Kings, the expenses
of the administration of justice , of th e erection of jails, and institu
tions of that kind, w ere charged on the public funds; but my col
league, Mr. Cartier, the premier, who has been so much assailed for
being altogether a ~ower Cana~ian in spiri t , and attcm pting to injure
Upper Canada, he It was who introdu ced the new system.-He has
taken the clergy reserves of Lower Canada, which ought to have
been divided among the municipalities, if the same plan had been

. followed as in Upper Canada, and applied them to the buildinz of
prisons and the administration of justice, so that instead ofthese being
a charge llpon public funds, Upper Canada might not be called upon
to pay any thing. [Cheers.]
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At Brantford, th e Leader reports the hon. gentleman to have said :

"Before the election of 1854 there was a solemn meeting of th e Con
servati ve leaders, who came to the un animous con clusion that if the
people of Upper Can ada decid ed at th e polls to re-open th e Clergy
Reserve qu estion, th ey w ould not oppose it. They were a sma ll party
of nineteen, and w ent to their constitu ents expressing th eir desire of
abiding the decision of the people of Upper Canad a UpOIl th e quest ion,
they had not the remotest expectation of entering office, but had
shaped their course for the purpose of giv ing llcace to the country.
W hen th e present Administration was form ed, they settl ed that
qu estion , although opposed by Mr. Brown, who from first to last voted
against the bill. And why? Becau se th e Gove rn ment went for jus
ti ce-and scant justi ce it was-to the clergymen of this coun try who
had gone into the wilds ofCanada upon the faith of the British Govern
ment, who promised them an adequate subsisten ce. But the people
of the conntry, who fought for a pri nciple, and not for th e sake of the
money said the confiscation of th e lands wo uld add to the tr easury,
stood by the Gove rnment, and when the bill was introd uced they
su pported it , qu ite satisfied that those cle rgymen should not be t urned
into the streets to beg their bread. H e w as proud to say that the
course taken by the cle rgy w as hi ghly creditable to them. They
said" We know our lands were valuable and in a few years w ill be a
source of great wealth; yet secure us only against want for the
remainder of our lives, and we will giv e the property up for the sake
of having peace in the country, and that we who are the min ist ers
of peace and ki nd ness, may not be the means of unhappin ess and dis
cord." T he consequence was th at brother was no longer arrayed
against broth er, religion aga inst religion, th e question was settled
forever and the country was at pea ce. He the n alluded to the :HgU
ment of those opposed to the government on the question, that the
Reserve should hecome Crown lands. If the course advocated by the
opposition had been carried out, the revenue arising from the sal e of
the lands would have gone into the public chest, and the people of
Lower Canada would have had the same right to the money as they
had to that accruing from other Crown lands; whereas, by the provi
sions of the govern men t measure, the people of Upper Canada, after
se ttling with the clergy, had a million of money to distribute among
the municipalities. If the other plan had been adopted Lower Canada
w ould have had 011e half, and according to NI:!;. Brown, two-thirds of
this sum."

The next and last extract relating to the Cl ergy Reserves is
fro m a speech delivered at London:

" I may again mention, though I have alluded to it before, that
prominent question of the Clergy Reserves . You all know how
the country was agitated about that. In 1836 it was the cause of a
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rebellion. In 1854 it assumed almost the same form idable dimen
sions. The government of the day took up that qu estion, resolved
that it should no more be a qu estion of st rife , setting man against
man, and family against family, and the settlement was made in a
manner to which the whole country has acceded, so that ther e is no
longer a fee ling that one church is dominant, or that one man has
ec clesiastically any superiority over an other. The Clergy R eserve
hill, which I had th e honor to introduce, declared that hencefor th
there should be a severance of the connection between Church a nd
State, and tha t every man should worship God as he chose. In settling
this, w e w er e surrounded with di ffi culties, but the chiefdifficulty w as
cau sed by agitators who had kept the qu estion afloat for use at public
m eetings, as a means of working against th e party who were sup
posed to support things as they w ere-None w er e more disappointed
than those persons when the government measure was introduced ;
and, if we had not known them, w e should have be en surprised at
their per sis tent opposition to a bill ca lc ula te d to remove all d ifficult ies
in a practical way-[Hear, h ear.] N ow, gentlem en, as th is is the first
g reat measure w e introdu ced; one too, on whi ch we staked our reputa
t ion and ex istence, I may repeat what I have said on pr evious occasions
on the subject. [Hear.] You know that in 1840, there was an Act of
Parliament passed by the Imperial L egislature which al one had the
power ofdealing with the qu estion, making a certain set tl ement of the
Clergy Reserves . An agitation, however, arose in the country against
that measure, and ther e was a strong feeling that the set tl em ent should
be altered, although it had been adopted as final by the Reform and
Conservati ve parties; a nd, although Mr. Baldwin, [whose patriotism,
now that he is in his grave, no body doubts, or his sincere desire, accord 
ing to his light and consci ence, to act for the benefi t of the cou ntry.]
st ated in my presence, that the man who should attempt to disturb
the settlement of 184.0, would be an enem y of his country. However,
it was again agitated, and to rA11l0Ve that occasion of sectional strife,
w e were obli ged to apply to the Imperial Parliamen t to allow us to
legislate upon it. That leave was granted, pro vided we preserved
the faith of the British Crown, which was con sider ed pledged to the
clergymen whose stipends were paid out of the reserve funds. We
knew that we could not ge t the royal assent to any measure which
di d not preserve the rights of these clergymen, and we introduced a
clause for the purpose of settlin g that fore ve r, providing that in stead
of bein g paid th eir in comes from year to year, until the last clergy
man should have di ed, there should be a commutation of these sti
pends, on commercia l principles, that each man should have his life
valued, and the value of his salary capitalized and invested for the
good of tile church. This clause we had great difficulty in carrying,
and one source of attack was, that we were giving a large sum of
money to favored churches, that we were showing undue favor to
the dominant Church of England, and the established Church of



Scotland, and were making a special grant to Roman Catholicism,
which had the small sum of £500 a year charged upon the fund. You
must remember that every clergyman who had £150 or £200 a year
charge d upon the fund had by law a mortgage on the whole of the
clergy reserves, and we conld not devote a farthing of their proceeds
to any purpose so long as one such clergyman remained alive. Under
our plan, however, we paid them the fair value of their in comes, and
w ere th us enable d to apply the whole of the enormous balance to the
local purposes of Upper Canada. To the credit of th e churches con
ce rned , and of their clergy be it said , that, gr eat as was their loss , and
enormous th eir sacrifice-for they had a cla im on the full half of the
proceeds- they acquiesced in the settlement we proposed , because
they felt that they ought not to be th e cause of strife, a nd would not
be placed in a false position, and have it said that they look ed more
after temporal than spiritual thin gs. Though the pittances pa id w ere
small, I am happy to have personally received assurances from the
cle rgy of these chur che s- from th eir bishops downwards-that they
are happy our legislation succeeded. [Hear, hear.] You may re
colle ct that we took a different v iew altogether from thc Opposition
011 that question. The Opposition contended that the original reser
vation of one-seventh of the land s of Upper and Lower Canada was a
fraud upon the people- that it was made against their will , and was
against their interests. It was therefore said that the reserva tion
should be wiped out, and the Cl ergy R eserves consider ed as being a
port ion of the public la nds of Canada, a nd dealt with like the other
Crown Lands . W hat would have been th e consequences if that even
hall been ca rr ie d out? As fast as the Clergy R eserve L an ds were
sold, t he proceeds would have gone into the public treasury,
Lower Ca nada would have got her share , and if the Globe is to
be believed, by far the larger share, 'W hat is now the Diet? We
have settled th e cause of strife , sa t is fied the Cler gy, and appropriate d
more than a million of money to the Municipalities of Upper Canada,
to be expended for U pper Canad a purposes alon e , in mak ing roads
and br idges, for paying their debt, or for other us eful obj ects. [Loud
cheers. ] "

CROvVN LANDS M A N AGENI EN T .

In refe re nce to the course pursued by the Go vern me nt regard
ing Crown L ands, Mr. Macdonald , at Mi lbrook, thus spoke of the
action tak en by the Government:

" T h e syst em adopted by Mr. Vankoughnet, which that hon. gentle
man had fully expla ined at a dinner in the W est, h e (Mr. lVIacdonald)
was happy to say had been very successful. That system was
attacked strongly by the Chairman of Mr. Brown's m eeting at Lon-
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don. It was denounced as injurious to the country; that it was
similar to the old Canada Company's system, and that it a llowed
large portions of land to be bought by rich men for the purpose of
keeping out the poor man and actual settler. How unjust these
obj ections were they w ould see wh en he stated what the plan of the
government was, which in a new country like this he thought was
the best that could be adopted . One of the chief obstructions to the
open in g of the back couutry was the enormous expense of the surveys.
In ord er to en courage immediate settlem ent and save this great
expense the government laid out the ex te rn al boundaries of the town
shi ps, but did not survey them in to lots. They put these townships
into th e market, and anyone might become a purchaser. But no one
was a llow ed to take the land for speculat ive purposes. The purchaser
w as obliged to survey the wh ole of the township into lots within six
m onths after the purchase, a nd then to settle the lan-l before he could
proc ure a patent; and eve ry lot that w as not actually settled within
a certain period reverted to the Crown. And not only w as th is the
case; but in order to preven t any thing like a monopoly of the land
the pm-chaser, like. the Canada Com pany, holding it until th e indus try
of the surroundin g farme rs had made it valuab le-every second town
sh ip on ly w as sold . By retainin g one townsh ip in th is manner, if a t
a ny time the party owning land asked too hi gh a pri ce for it from the
settler , all the latter had to do was to step into the next township and
get it a t 4s. an acre . [Cheers.] By the system adopte d by the
Government they had saved the great expense of the su rveys of the
townsh ips ; th ey procured th eir survey w ith in six months a fter sale,
and th eir settleme nt wi thin two years; and the se ttler w as secured
a gainst a ny loss by spec ulators . T he ge ntlemen who had purchased
lands from the Govern ment on these conditions had done so, not as
h ad been charged to make profit for themselves, but w ith a view of
se nding on agricultural men from England to settle upo n them. The
plan did not, however , prevent emigrants coming to Canada on their
own account, but form ed an addit ioual and valuable aid to the settle 
m ent of the whole country. B ut, i t w as charged, the Go vernment
sold land to the rich in order that they should benefit at the expense
of the poor man. Instead of that bei ng the ease, the Govern ment
made the rich men w ho bough t, the agents for the improvem ent of
th e w ild lands of the coun try. [Lond cheers. ] H e mad e this expla
nation , knowing the people of Cavan a nd of the country to be deeply
inter ested in the qu est ion of settlin g the cou ntr y, and to place the
policy of the Government in its true light before them."
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SEIGNORIAL TENURE.

At the Brantford dinner, 1\11'. Macdonald referred as follows to
the Seignorial Tenure question and its settlement :

"The Government had appropriated £30,000 a year for the
purpose of wiping out the obstruction to enterprise and advancement
which the feudal tenure presented. This seemed a large sum, but
they had been in the h abit of expending much larger amounts for the
purlJose of making roads in Upper Canada, a nd opening the country
to settlers. And if they had done so, w ere they not justified in
expending the amount fur the purpose of open ing up one of the most
beautiful countries under th e sun to British ent erprise and British
skill, for an Englishman would never think of settling in Lower
Canada, when the Seignorial Tenure existed . When the Govern
ment of Brown, Dorion and McGee was form ed, it was the first
stipulation that this question should be immediately settled and the
money paid to Seigniors. Ther e was this difference, however, in the
modes proposed-that whereas the pr esent Government w ere taking
out £30,000 out of the public re venue to pay the Seigniors, the
Brown-Dorion Admin istration had made an arrangement whereby
th ey w oul d take out £ 800 ,000 in one lum p from the Municipal Loan
Fund. [Cheers.] W hi le the present Gove rn ment w er e w illing to
pay for t heir dinner a sh illing a clay , the Bro wn-Dorion Cabinet
a greed to run in debt for their" gmb 'J for a whole year. [Laughter
and cheers .] "But " said 1\11'. Brow n , "we w er e to payout of local
fu nds in Lower Can ada: " W hy, already every penny of local funds
had be en appropria ted for the purpose , and there was not a farthin g left.
Crown dues, marriage license fees a nd every other avail able fund had
been set aside; a nd w h en it w as stated tha t £:")00,000 was to be taken
out of local funds, somethin g w as stated which w as impossible . On t his
point Mr. Brown had been contradicted by his ow n Attorney General,
Hon. J. S. Macdouald , who declared that the money w as to have
been paid out of the revenue of the P rovinc e , and was not to be paid
back. Not a single member from Upper Canada dare get up and
endors e Mr. Brown's statement, because th ey w ell knew that it was
not correct. [Cheers.] And because the Govern men t had settled
that qu estion, because they had introduced in to Lower Canada pre
cisely the same peace as in 0 pper Canuda-because they had opened
the door for enterprise and industry-they were attacked and abused
by the Opposition, w ho had they the power would.have settled it on
terms far more disadvantageous to Upper Canada. [Applause.] "
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At St. Catharines, Mr. Macdonald gave the history of the at
te mpts to settle the Seignorial Question, and the Constitutional
thu s reports his language:

"You have heard a good deal, probably, about the Seignorial Tenure,
and how it has been charged that we have wi lfully applied the funds
of Upper Canada to improve Lower Canada, and to remove its
Seignoria l burdens. I wish particularly to make a few remarks on
this subject, inasmuch as Mr. Brown, in a spe ech j ust published in
th e Globe, says mo re that is untrue than he has eve r done in anyone
speech before. The Seignorial Tenure was a great burden on Lower
Canada. No man in the Seignories could be a freeholdcr, or could
freely se ll his lands to whom he pleased , but had to pay rentes to the
landlord , and if he sold his farm had to pay th e Seigneur one tenth of
the purchase money, while if the landlord did not like his new tenant
all he had to do w as to say, " I will give you ten per cen t. more than
the purchase money agreed upon, and take th e farm m yself." The
farmer had to draw his gr ist to the landlord's mi ll, though it might be
a bad one, and had to perform degrading duties, which w er e not
always, though th ey might be, always enforced. [Ch eers.J This, (
of course, kept the ~eignories closed to British settlement and the
employm ent of British capital. [Hear, liear.] N uw , the fact is, that
several bi lls w ere, from time to time , introduced to remedy this, and
one ch arge made by Mr . Brown in his speech at Lo:.don, reported in
his newspaper to-day, is that, in 1852 or 185;~, he says I introduced a
Resolution into P arliament against the passing of a Seignorial Act,
under which the Seign eurs w er e to be paid out ofthe general revenue
of the Province, and that I said it was a Lower Cana da matter , to
which we ought not to he call ed upon to contribute any port ion.
N ow Mr. B1"O"V 11 knew that, although he was stating what might be
literally true, it was altogether false in spirit. We opposed the
Seignorial bill ofthut day because its propos it ion was simply to lower
the rentes, which w ere thought to be too hi gh , and to compensate the
Seigneurs out of the general revenue. " Th is " said I " does not
relieve Lower Canada from the seignorial syst em. We were qu ite
willing to remove that curse from Lower Can ada, if you will sweep
it away entirely." My then leader, Sir Allan MeNab, said he
would go as far as anyone to relieve Lower Canada from the
degrading system under which she was suflering ; but that merely
low ering the rentes was of no gcod to us in Upper Canada,
that British people would still be prevented from going in to
settle. W e then pledged ourselv es, however, that we would go for
any rational measure which should make Lower Canada a country
fit for freemen to live in, and, sir, w e have faithfu lly carried out that
pledge, while we have done equal justice to Upper and I ..ower Ca
nada. (Hear). W e first took all the local funds that could be appro
priated, and we then thought the balance required would be £ 150,000,
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so we provided that that amount should be taken out of the treasury,
but at the same time w e provided that whenever it was don e, an
equal amount should be taken to be expended in Upper Canada for
Upper Canada purposes. We w er e obliged to form a commission to
ascertain what the value of the rights of the seigneurs was. That
commission has nearly fini sh ed its labors. It founel that th e appro
priation would IJe insuffi cient, and we therefore provided that asum
of £ 30 ,000 a year sh ould be paid out of the ge nera l revenue, to ge t
r id of th e tenure for ever . W e can w ell afford that sum. W e r ay
more than tha t eve ry year for openin g lip roads in the back w oods ,
and surely, if it is im portant that a new country should be developed,
it is much more important that an old country should "Le, which lies
between us a nd the sea . (Hear r. W hen Mr . Brown came into power
he had to make nearly the sam e arrange ment , and although in hi s
L ondon speech h e ventures to draw a distincti on between our course
and h is, I think the advantage is a ltogethe r with us. I se e he now
admits that the Municipal L oan Fund for Lower Canada, w hich is a
charge on the whole Provi nce, was to have been used by him although
he form erly sa id a local fund was to have been taken for the prrrpose.
His proposition was to take £fiOO,OOO at once, and add it to our debt,
to pay the seigneurs altogether. Ours simply takes the inter est of
that sum, ann ually, which w e ca n pay without running into debt any
deeper , and mortgaging fur it our property and our ch ildren's welfare .
[Cheers.] "

At St. T homas, Mr. M acdonald spoke of the oppres sive nature
of th e F eud al impo sts, and she w ed that their removal opened u p
Lower Canada to th e enterprize and cap ita l of H er M aj esty ' s
subject s. H e is thus rep ort ed by the Prototype :

" T he re is another quest ion , si r, to which I will call you attention,
because it has been m uch used against us. There has been mu ch
misa pprehe ns ion in regard to it , and I venture to predict you have
hear d it nt [ Le" hust ings , and electora l contests. I mean the qu estion
of the se ignoriul ten ure, I spoke about it at some length at Brantford,
an d was ufterwurrls told by many gentlemen that they had been under
a to ta l misapprehensio n until then, as to its details. (H eary, It is w ell
know n that, in th e old Fr en ch settlemen ts, the tenure of lands was
altogethe r differ en t from w hat it is in Upper Canada. Here, a man
gets his es tate in free an d cumman soccage ; he is lord of the soil,
an d if his farm is paid for, he has the free and exclusive ri ght to it ,
J ar himself, his family and fri ends while he lives, and for his heirs
w hen he dies. In the seignori es, th e case was very differen t , The
whole country is di vided ' int o seignories, as Upper Canad a is into
townships, and th e seigneur was lord of 1he soil, while the habitant or
farmer did not own the land, but paid 3d or 6el or in some cases more
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per acre, as a y early rent. In addi ti on , he was obliged to perform a
g reat m any other duties to the landlord, degrading to himself, which
Ieft him a m ere lessee, in stead of being a freeholder. This retarded
the whole m aterial progress of the coun try, as you will perceive when
I tell you , gentlemen, that a farmer could not go to the best grist
m ill in his neighborhood, but whether his landlord's was good or bad ,
though it w as built on the old sy st em , which was in vogue when the
U. S. loyalists came in , though it m ight grind v ery bad flour indeed,
h e had to go there, though there mi ght be a most magnificent building
close by, furnished with all the la test improvements, owned by
a no ther man. More, if the holder sold a farm, h e was obliged to give
th e landlord one -tenth ofthe pr ice .- '1'he luibi tant had to furnish a
certain number of fowls or so man y capons a-year to the seigneur ;
he had to perform coroee and other feudal se rvices. (Marks of a tten
tion). If an En glishman, I rish man or Scotc h man, wished to go in
and buy-vyou'will remember, in connection with thi s, that the great cry
of Mr . Papineau w as to k eep the Br it ish out of the count ry-all th e
landlord had to say the F rench farmer who sold was, " I w ill g ive
you ten per cent m ore than the price agr eed npon, br eak off the bar
gain, a nd buy the farm m yself. " rIlea r i , Now, such a system-the
system of the dark ages-was ruinous to the interest of Lower Ca
nada-no Engli shman would set tl e th.ire , no emigrant go in , so long
as he could get lands in U pper Ca uda in free and co m mo n soccage.
The w h ole co un try w as kept bou nd , although L ow er Cana da ought to
b e pros pe rous like ourse lves, for it lies betw een us and the se a , w e being
behind it , and just as much i nter est ec1 in j ts prosperity as E lgin is in that
of NIidcllesex.-Now, other Guvernments besides that of which I am a
m ember had felt the difficulty of the quest ion , but w e first un dertook
to se ttle it. The seignioria l tenure w as like the c le rgy reserves in
U pper Ca nada. Ther e was a n ecess ity that it should be settled; and
we took it up as boldly as w e di d the oth er qu estion h ere, and there ,
as h er e , the poli ti cal m ountebanks a nd agitators did 110t in rea li ty
d esire its settlement. In the first place, w e appropriated a ll the local
or spec ia l funds that could he found in Low er Canada ; there were
very few of them, but w e took th em to compensa te the se ig niors.
For the se ig niors h ad deeds for their r ights ; they had the same claim
to th eir re ntal and other r ights as yo u h ave tu yo m farms. They had to
be compensated, a nd to do so, as I tell you, w e took all th e local fu nds,
and pro vided , that if a fur ther sum sho uld be wanted, a sm all snm of
£30,000 per annum should be taken from th e public chest. The va lue
of the claims of the se igniors w as care fully exam ine d by sworn a rbi
trators , who w ent from seigniory to seign iory , and foundout w hat
they w ere worth ; and in our legislation we provided, that instead of
paying them the capital, we should on ly pay them the yearly rental
to which they were ent itled. Now, £30,000 is not a very large sum;
as I said at Brantford, we take every year larger su ms from the public
revenues to pay for the survey of new lands, for opening up new
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roads through the wilderness, in order to allow the settlement of th e
country to go 011. [Hear.] If we can afford to pay £30,000, to ope n
up new country to immigration, how much more important is it to do
the same in Lower Canada, and open up the whole Province to Bri
tish capital, to British ente rprise , to the British settler. [Applause. ]
The present Gove rn ment carried their measure against a most bitter
Opposition , they have since been bitterly assailed for takin g the funds

.of the Province for a Lower Canadia n pnrpose, and by none more bi t
t er ly than by Mr. Brow n, who, in his most able and ene rge tic sty1e
and ho w energ-e tic he is you are ail aware-denonnces us for appro
priatin g all the local funds of L ower Canada, and th en taking £30,000
a year more, to make Lower Canada like Upper Canada , a place fit
for Britons to live il1- [Hear] -and after all the misrepresenta
tions, you will be surpr ised when I tell you that w hen Mr. Brown
formed his junction with Mr. Dorion, he w as of course obli ged to as
sume the same position as w e did- of course h e had to settle that
question-and the firs t stipulation mad e between him and his Low er
Canada col leagues w as, that the seigniors should be paid in full.
[ Hear, hear.] You h ear very freqnently that these su ms were to
have been paid by Mr . Brow n ont of the local funds, but that is a mere
m isrepresentation; there w er e no local funds in Low er Canada, every
loca l fund that could hy any possibility be used for the pur pose of
repaying the sei gniors, had already bee n appropriated by law and set
aside for that object, and £30,000 had to be taken from the ge neral
revenue to pay the balance. W hen the term " local funds" is us ed,
you hear w hat could not in the nature of thin gs ex ist , a nd besides,
you learn from the statement of all Mr . Brown's Low er Canada col
leagu es and from that of Mr. J . S . Macdonald , his Attorn ey Ge ne ra l
West and my successor, that the payme nt of th e se igniors from public
funds was the bas is on which the admin istration was formed . [H ear .]
Of course, when Mr. J . S . Macdonald stated that, w e knew it was
true, because we knew in th e firs t place that no govern ment could be
formed w ith the assistance of Lo wer Canada unl ess on that basis,
and in the second place w e knew that there were no loca l funds .
When w e heal' that local funds w er e to be used, the meaning is th is :
we had a municipal loan fund in Upper a nd Lower Cana da, u nder
which the munici pali ties borrowed mo ney, and the P rovince superin
tended the payment. The Upper Canada fund had been expended
by the municipali ties ; they had borrow ed every farthing of it. In
L ow er Canada , th ey w er e more prud ent, or not so enterprising, and
the arra ngeme nt w as, that out of that fund, which w as a local fund
in one se nse, they were to half taken hal f a million of pounds. But ,
although it was a local fund in one sen se, the Province had to pay
for it. [Hear.] The Province was responsible for it. Now, it w as a
distinct un derstandin g between Mr. Brown and his coll eagu es ·
tha t the £500 ,000 should be thus added to the already very :
large debt of Canada, instead of taking as we proposed £30,000 !-
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a year . That annual sum w e can pay almost w ithout feelin g it,
but they w ere to have taken half a million of money-two mil
lion s of dollars-and adde d it to the debt of Canada! W hen our
m easur e w as going through, w e were surprised to find the oppos ition
it encounte re d in the U ppe r House, but w e soon found out the reason
t he se igniors d id not want to be obli ged to receive m erely the
in ter est; they w anted the cash in hand, to lend it ou t at eigh t or ten
per cent . We, however, said, " I f you want the in terest , you can,
h ave it, bu t if you want to settle your cla im fur e ve r , w e will give
you seve nt y-five per cent of it, three sh illings and ninepence on the
dollar-if you give us a distinct profit, w e will pa y you the cash, not
otherw ise." [Applause.] "Vell , w e se ttle d the qu es tion , in a manner
the least burdensom e to the public chest, wi thout diminishin g our
cr edit, and by appropriating £30,000 a y ear, as I am happy to feel we
can do without any in convenien ce , w e opened II P a great country to
the en te rprise of British subjects. [Loud cheers.] "

T he last extract relatin g to th e subject which w e sh all offer is
taken from a speech at Hamilton , as follows:

"1. now pass on to the question relating to th e Seigniorial T en ure . I
have been subjec ted to a great deal of att ack in connection with this;
tau nted with w il full y abandonin g th e ri gh ts of Uppe r Canada and
allowing Lower Canada tu pocket £30 ,000 a yea r from the public
chest for a local purpose. You all know the nature of the se ignorial
tenure; wher eas, in Upper Canada , eve ry im migran t who comes to
this country buys a farm , wh eth er with the capital h e brings or the
money h e saves, and that farm belongs to hi m and his hei rs for ever,
the Lower Canada farmer w as in a condition of th e veriest slavery.
H e and his children w ere obliged to pay a rental for every acre of his
farm , for all tim e , and by no possibilit y could he attain to be a free
holder. He was ohliged to take his gr ist tu his landlord's m ill, be it
ever so poor and oldfashioncd , and pay h im toll. He could not sell
the farm h e had inherited from hi s fathers, except h e paid over fully t'

ten per cen t of the purchase money to the signeur, and this , though
h e had got the land in a wild sta te, and improved it in eve ry possible
way himself. Mor eover, if the landlord did not like the new buyer,
he could break up th e sa le by paying for the land 10 per ce nt above
the price agreed upon, a nd h e could thus, uccording to th e cry that
was raised in Papiueuu's time, " Keep ant th e British." "Yell , while
Upper Canada was increasing in w ealth and prosperity, Lower
Canada was oppress ed and depressed, British enterprize was kept ant
and immigration all driven up ' Vest, owing to these laws. And , as
th e prosp erity of the two parts is as mutually dep endent as is that of
Wentworth and th e adjoinin g county, we resolved to settle the
question. The first thing we did was to appropriate every local fund
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there was in L ower Canada to pay the seigneurs, for the courts had
decid ed in favor of their cla ims, and it would have been con fi scation
and robbery to deprive them of their property. And as their funds
did not seem sufficient to defray the whole amount, the L egislature
set aside £ 150,000 from the public chest, and finally, after the Com
mission ers had visited every Se igniory, it was found that £ 500,000
might arrange for the whole thm g, or that £30,O~O a year would pay

, the value of the rentals, &c. We w ere surprised to find a stron g
resistance mad e to our bill by the Se igne urs in the Upper House,
but a t len gth w e found th ey were trying to defeat it and the Admi
nistrati on tog ether , because they expected a better bill from Mr.
Brown , w ho w ould have paid th em their cla ims in full , cash down ,
whereas w e proposed to give them only the interest, or 75 per cent of
the capital, if they choose . [Cheers and laughter.]-Mr. Brown
admits that h e was to have paid the £500,000 in fnll , but he says it
was from local funds , whereas in fact there w er e no local funds, we
havi ng appropria te d them all . The local fund w as the L ower Canada
M unicipal L oan F und, which is not a local one in the prop er sen se,
because theunited P rovince is responsible for its repayment. [Cheers.]"

- .~.

T HE RECIPROCITY T REATY AND T HE ADJUSTMENT
OF T HE T ARIFF.

On the occasion of the dinner a t H am ilton , Mr. Macdonald
remarked :---

" It is, as I have often sai d before , useless to discuss the abstract
principles of Free Trade and Protection, but it is matter for consola
ti on that the T ariff has be en so adjuste d as incidental to encouraging
manufacturing industry here. I hope all will see the advantages of a
home market . [Hear.] I cannot go th e length of the Chairman
[Mr. B uchanan] who has so long applied his mind to finance and
questions of politica l economy, in stati ng that it would be well
a lmost to increase our debt for the purpose of securing protection to
our manufacturers, but I feel that whoever created this debt, the Go
vern ments of which I have been a member have the credit of com
mencing the system by which, through it, to raise up a home mar
ket, and give a double marke t to the farmer and the labourer. I f
w e were altogethe r an agricultural country, we should be dependent
for the value of our produce on the quantity of the harvest on the
Balt ic and Black Seas. As it is, when we have attained our full
development, we shall not be so. Manufactories are springing up,
E ast and West, and I hope this great commercial City will see the
a dvantage of encouraging them. [Hear, hear.] If you go to Montreal
and look at the enormous factories at work near the canal basin, you
will realise w hat a source of wealth to a city and country they are.
You have her e no other source of wealth, save your commercial busi-
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ness an d intercourse with the back country. W hen I look at that, I
think how, by the enc ouragement of manufactures , you might qua
druple yo ur population and reli eve Hamilton from its pr esent tempo
rary state of depression , and I hope, then, we sh ould have as strong
supporters here as w e have in every other part of the country where
m anu facturers are conside re d to be of value . [Applau se .] I shall
now make one other charge against Mr. Brown, of which, if he be
guilty , h e is deeply rep rehensible . One gre a t cause of the prosperity
of th e farme r in Uppe r Canada is the reciprocity treaty and the con
sequent interchan ge of agri cultural commo dit ies and raw materials;
H e h as found a market where there was none at all before for him.
Al though that treaty ha s existe d for 10 years, and is to ex ist for 10
years yet; alt h ough the faith of Gr eat Britain and the U nite d Sta tes
is pledged to its continuance, although on no principle of internatio
nal law can it be rep eal ed, although its repeal would bring inj ur y to
Can ada as well as the U n ite d Sta tes, it has been the a im of Mr.
Brown to ra ise in the leg islature of the Un ited States a feeling
against it , and th e Globe has be en constantly fill ed with articles cal
ling on the Am ericans to complain of the injustice to them of our ta
riff. [Cries of" shame,"] 'What have we done save for the pur
pos e of revenue, to put du ties 0 11 manufacture d artic les? N ow the
treaty does not rela te to manufactures at a ll! But because we choose
to increase the duties on manufactured goods which do not come
within the treaty , and although they have increased the duties on si
milar articles in the United States to an extent co nside rably larger
than ours, so that more duty is payable on goods going from Canada
to the United States, than on those coming from the U nited States
into Canada Mr. Brown says we are doing the Am ericans injustice !
If the R eciprocitv Treaty is repealed, it will be du e to such ag itators
as h e. [ Hear. ] But hear what the Constitution says, the organ of
Mr. Buchanan's administration:

" CANADIAN SENTIMENTS ON THE RECIPROCITY l'R EATY.-- In noticing the ap
poin tment of M r. Ha tch by the President to ex amine into the operation of the
reciprocity treaty upon revenue and trade between Canada and the United
States, the Toronto Globe admits that the Canadian tariff is "in violation of the
spirit and intent of the treaty, and operates injuriously to American interests.
In consequence of this cours e of action, the Globe anticipates a partial or total
abrogation of th e tre aty, altough it was agreed that it should remain in force
ten years. It is supposed that the United States will maintain that the ten
years' clause may be rightfull y set aside, upon the grou nd that th e treaty has
been broken by th e imposition of higher duties than was contemplated by
e ithe r party when th e treaty was en tered into.

Lord L yons, in a despatch to the Governor General, speaks of this
as follows:

" As the Oonstitution. is the organ of President Buchanan's Administration,
and is in fact the Official pap er, I thought it right to express to General Cass
and to the Assistant Sec retary of State, Mr. App leton, my surpr ise, that an ar
t icle of such a character should have been allowed to appear in it. "
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I am sure, after reading the article, you will think Lord Lyons had
a right to express such sentiments. [Applause.] This is an instance
of the sound patriotism of the leader of the Opposition! H e thought
it would be a good rod to br eak our heads with, if he could ge t the
United States to interfere in the matter of our tariff-and if they did ,
it would be an insolent interference-so that our farmers might be
led to believe w e were ind eed their enem ies. [Cheers.J And while
on the one hand he thus endeuvored to prejudice the agricultural
inter ests of the country, the same gentle man acted in the same w ay
when Can ad ian manufacturing int er ests came in contact with British.
A representation was mad e by the Shefrielc1 cuttlers against our scale
of du ties, and they protes te d , in lan guage which we very properly
resented , agai nst our right to encourage man ufactures in Can ad a.
[Oh, oh !J I have in my band a memorial, sent by the Cha mbe r of '
Commerce , of Sheffi eld, in 1859, to the Duke of New castle, from
which 1 shall rea d one or two pages,:g'iving their so-called re asons
for such a protest:

" We now beg respectful ly to restate the reasons why such en quiry is appre- ·
hended. Th ese reasons may be said to be twofold,-First, - Th o:,;e arising from
a conviction that it is the deliberate pol icy of the Government of Cana da to foste r
native manufactures by fisca l protection and eve ry other m eans in their power j. .
and, second,-Those ari s ing from a conside ration of the fact that there ex ists, .
close to the Canadian front ie r, a bo.ly of competing Unit ed States m anufactur ers,
to whom such contiguity more than counterba lances the fact that th ey have to
pay the same duties as ourselves.

" In proof that we are not mi staken ab out what the policy of the Canadian
Government is, we would refer Your Grace to the tone of the whole Press of '
Canada, to the speeches of memb ers of the Canadian Parliament, on both sides .
of the House, and esp ecially to the steady increase of duties levied on Sheffield
goods under every successive tariff: It will be sufficient to say on the last .
point , that within 18 years, or less, the duty levied on Sheffield goods hasbeen.
ste adil y advanced fn m 2~ per cent. W e would remind Your Grac e, in the
second place, that while there is a protec tion in favor of Canadian manufac
turers ag ain st Sheffield of from 35 to 40 per cent, cons isting of Land carriage;
fre ight, insurance, comm ission, shipp ing expenses, duty, &c., that owing to the
close contiguity of, and cheap tran sit from the competing seats of Am erican,
industry, sim ila r goods can be se nt across the Canadian fronti er by United
States manufacturers at the cost of from 22~ to 25 per cent. It is therefore plain
that the Am eric an manufacturer has actually an advant age over the Shefli eld
manufacturer of from 12} to 15 per cent. As this is a nat ural protection, how-·
eve r, and consequ en tly one whic h rem ain s about the same, be the Canadian
duty what it may, we only name it to show Your Crace how great the obstacles 
a re, naturally, again st which Sheffield has to struggle, and for th e purpose of
remarking as another objection to any increase of duty, that it i::. actual1 y the
interest of American manufacturers, that the Canadian duties should be raisedy,
since any hin dranc e or confusion cau sed to Sheffield manufacturers can only
tend to dir ect the demand towards markets easier of access, and with which.
intercourse is more quickly exchanged than with Sheffield. It is important,
too, to remember that the American m anufacturer has more than 1000 miles of"
unguarded frontier over which he can smuggle with impunity. Themerchants-
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and man ufacturers of Sheffield hav e no wi sh to obtain special ex ception for
themse lves, and do not compl ai n that they are called upon to pay the same
duty as the American or the German, nei ther do they claim to hav e their goods
ad mitte d free of duty , all they as k is, that t.he policy of protection to native
manufacturers in Canada should be distinctly discountenanced by Her Majesty' s
Govern ment, as a system condemned by reason and experience, directly con
trary to the policy solemnly adopted by the mother country, and calculated to
br eed disunion and distrust betwee n Great Britain and her coloni es. It cannot
be resrarded as less than indecent and a reproach that, while for fifteen years,
the G~vernment, the greates t statemen, and the press of thi s country have be en
not on ly advocating but practising tbe principles of Free Trade; the Govern
m ent of one of her most important colonies should have been advocating mono
.poly and protection. Under the artificial stimulus of this system, extensive and
numerous hardware manufactories have <;prung up both in Canada East and
W est, and the ad option of increasing duties has been the signal for more to be
comme nced. 'Ve are aware that the fiscal necessities of the Canadian Govern
ment ar e urged as the chief cause for passing the late Tariff Bill. This is not
the whole truth; no one can read the papers of the Provinces and th e speech es
of the members of both Houses, and be dec eived for an instant; but, ev en if
that we re the cause, 1Ne conceive that He r Majesty's Covernment has a right to
demand that what revenue is needed sh a ll be raised in some other way than
tha t, which is opposed to the ac knowledged commercial policy of the Imperial
Government, and destructive of the interests of thos e manufacturing towns in
Great Britain which trade with Canada."

Here is a direct statement that w e have not the right to rai se our
revenue, except as they in Sheffield conceive it for their interests !
[Oh, oh !] 'While we admire the policy of Great Brita in and are
quite willing to act w ith it as far as the interests of the country will
allow , yet as ministers of Canada, dependent on her people , we should
have be en altogether wanting in our duty if w e had not protested .
[Loud Cheers.] We said w e had the full right to raise our revenue
in our own fashion , according to our own ideas. Yet what do we
find 1 That this Chamber of Sheffield makes a long quotation from
th e Globe, just as the Washington Constitution did, to sho w that on
Colonial principles, as well as Imperial, we ough t to alter our policy!
[Groans.] These are complaints that I think we have a right to
make. [Hear, hear.] "

'Again---at the dinner at Caledonia, Mr. J\L-\.cDoNA Ln sa id :

" If there is one measure, of late date, which benefits the country
more than another, it is the Reciprocity Treaty, negotiated, indeed,
by the Hincks Govern ment , bat perfected under Sir All an's. You
k now that wh er eas wheat used to pay 20 per cents a bush el to enter
t.he frontiers of the United States, it now goes in free, and every
farmer here is 20 cents a bushel richer for that measure. [Hear.]
Instead of being kept out of the United States, and being obliged to
,go to Montreal to sell his produce, he has now the choice of two
markets-he has two strings to his bow-no Collector of Customs
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stands between him and the New England manufacturer, or between
him and the British consumer. That treaty, which was secured
since '540, is to last until '67 at all events : but I am sorry to say, and
this is another of my complaints a gainst th e course of the Opposition,
[although not so much against the Opposition as against Mr. Brown]'
that, by every means in their power, they have endeavored to agitate
the American min-I against this tr eaty, on the ground thut we have
increased our tariff on manufactures, as we have done for the pur
pose of keeping the faith of the Province and meeting our honest
debts. You know that we have had a series ut' unproduct ive years
and failing harvests. You know that a comm ercial crisis spread, not
only over Canada, but the whole continent; and it is not tu be won
dered at that our revenue arising from duties on manufactured goods
brought into the couutry should have fa llen off, for the farmer, having
little wheat to se ll, could not purchase manufactures largely. We
therefore, w ere obliged to raise the tariff. Now, as you know, the
Reciprocity Treaty merely deals with agricultural prod nce-it has no
connection whatever with manufactured goods-c-and it was therefore
absurd and unpatriotic-I w ill a lmost srry w ick ed-of Mr . Brown to >
take the course h e has done, and say we have virtually broken the 
treaty with the Un ited Sta tes because we have increased the duties 
on manu factures. [ fl ear , hear.] Moreover, we place at this moment
a tax on these articles cons ide ra bly less than that which the Ameri
cans, themselves, im pose, though it would be no more than fair and
equal reprocity, while both countries admit produce free , to have our
tariff as high as that of the United States. [He ~lr . J It is therefore
absurd to say tha t, either in spirit or lette r, w e have infringed the
treaty ; and it is very wrong of Mr . Brown to say that we have done
so, and acted prejudicially to the interests of the United States.
[Applause .J Now, in making the re -adjustment of the ta riff, we
adopted this system: in the first place, we took off the du ties all the
necessaries of life which the poor man uses, as much as possible; in
the second place, we increased those 011 articles of luxury, which the
rich man buys ; and, in the third, we raised the taxation of th ose
goods which our own mechanics can manufacture, so as in a manner
to givo them incidental protection . Although this is an agricultural
country, every man, yOll see, is not adapted for agricultural pursuits.
There are many whose physical constitution unfits them for farming.
We have open ed Hp a means for givi ng these persons en ploy.n ent,
In every part of the country, East and West, I am happy to say ma
nufactories are springing up-we hear of wooll en mi lls, aye, and of
great cotton factories, too, being erected. Foundries, machine shops,
tanneries, &c., are flourishing, and are giving employment to many,
while they are creating a home market for the farmer . [Loud
applause.] "

5
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"T H E ABOLITION OF TOLLS ON THE CANALS.

At the cl inner at St. Catharines, Mr. Macdonald said:
cc One of th e charges brought against the Government is, that w e

:~ave taken the tolls off the canals in the interest of Montreal and of
[ ...ower Canada. N ow I thought the canals were made for the pur
p ose of ca rrying down to the sea the pr?duce .of Upper Canada.
Before they WEre mad e, the expense ofgeitrng gram to market was so

·....reat that some works of the kind w ere abs olutely necessary to allow
:-'he fa rme r a ny profi t a t all. (Hear, and applause.) The tolls on the
v essels and. freights passing through the canals w er e not ver y large,
t he y nrnouuted to only about £ 25,000 a year, and as our shipping in
t erest was depressed, a nd a well founded complaint was made that
'l.ve had subsidized railways but don e nothing for the water lines, we
~took off th e tolls in certain cas es, in order to give every opportunity
f or Upper Canada produce to get to market as cheaply and as quickly
;]is . poss ible. We expec te d to increase the value of our ships and of
-our cro ps in U pper Canada, and I am happy to tell you we have been
:'i!twcessful. [Hear.] No tw itstand ing , the great reduction of tolls, such
ii'.a.s bee n the great increas e in business in consequen ce of th e abun
d a.nt cro p with which a gracious Providence has blessed us, that there
~ ~~viH Le no deficiency in the amount of tolls collected th is year as
~.c.ompared w ith last. [Hear, hear, and ch eers.] I call the atte ntion
-of'rthose who hear me to the very great im portance of this measure,
~, l.1:cl to the great advantage to Upper Canada of our canals being as
'in-cc as if th ey wer e the running waters of the S1. Lawren ce . You
~;;:,now perfec tly w ell that :t,l1Un y a :,cssel .has been rottin g at the
-',JiTlmr ves h ere because parties would not risk money to pay th e tolls
:and ' 0'0 and seek freights. But what is the case now ? If a man has
:;9. ve ; sc l , he risks nothing, and pays no toll for taking it down even as
i£.'lI as Caspe, with the produce of' Upper Canada. He can there ex
'.change tlonr for fish, and bring what he gets up to Upper Canada,
j ust as freely as if he were only going from. Port Dalhousie .to King
.s ton . And we shall find before long that 111 many a place III Upper
C anada craft will he employed in summer running up and down, and
tdms cond ucting what is of far greater consequence to a country than
'fore ig n trade, I mean a successful and active home commerce.
[ Hear, hear.] "

'T H E VALUE TO THE COUNTRY OF THE GRAND TRUNK
..R AI L R OAD AND THE CANADIAN LINE OF STEAMERS.

.A dialogue on this subject occurred at the dinner at S1. Thomas,
-erhich is thus reported in the London Prototype:

M r. .Tames Blackwood-Will the honorable gentleman explain, if
~he t olls are taken off our canals, and the Grand Trunk Railway does
.£tot pay, of wh at value are they to us 1-
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Hon. Mr. Macdonald- T he value of the Grand Trunk Railway to "
Canada is simply this-it is the avenue by which the whole west is
connected with the whole east. The whole produce of Canada,
whether agricultural or not-wheat and goods of all kinds-was for
merly locked up during the winter. Now, sir, we have th e means of
sending our produce from the extreme east to the extreme west, and

. vice versa, at any moment, and at the 'right time, when prices are
highest . [Hear.]

Mr. Blackwood-The value of these works is evinced by their divi
dends. [Hear , h ear, and no, no.]

Hon. Mr. Macdonald- I fully agree with the ge ntleman that, as a
commercial speculation, the value of the Grand Trunk Railway is
evinced by its dividends. To the sharehold ers of that railway, the
stock, if th ey get no divid end, is not worth much. I am sorry to say,
for their sak es-howev er, it is their own affair-that it will be some
y ears before th eir stock will have mu ch commercial value in this
country. It is, how ever , quite a differ en t thing to say that the road is
of no comme rcial value to the shareholders , and that it is of no com
mercial value to the country. If I have £ 5, and invest it in the
saving's banks, so as to get interest, it gives me a comme rcial return.
But if, instead, I make a path from my house to the road , it may not
yield me a commercial return, but it enables me to get out to the
street. [ Applause. ]

Mr. Blackwood-c-The argument holds good with respect to our own .
interes t. But why should it ap ply to the carrying of goods from Chi
cago to Liverpool, and vice versa, at a loss. I ask as a Conservative, I
came here as a frie nd of the administra tion, and I don't want people
to go away, or to go away myself, and report that this speech was a
humbug, and that Mr. lVlacdonald's position won't stand the light of
argument . I wish to have my mind earnestly and conscientiously
mad e up. If th is is for the good of Canada, let it be shown; but if
w e are carrying only for the profit of the 'cute Yankee, and if we
are subsidizing a lin e of steamers which does not pay; if, indeed
and there is a feeling abroad to this purport-s-we are paying three
prices for what we get done, let it be exposed. I should like to go
back to my neighbors and say that ministers have been belied.
[H ear, hear.]

Hon. Mr. Macdonald- I am exceedingly obliged to my friend who
has addressed us, because my object in coming here was fairly to
discuss all those different questions. I must say I agree with him on
one point; if the Grand Trunk Railway has been carrying foreign
grain across its lines at a loss, to the ohstruction of our local traffic,
the practice ought to be put an end to, and I have no doubt the
w isdom of the legislature will put an end to it. [Applause.] The
Grand Trunk Railway, you 'will see, is like other corporations or pri
vate companies. People have their capital invested in these concerns,

5 '"
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and are associated for the purpose of making money out of them. It
would never do for the government to be directly concerned in
making railways-this must be done through the instrumentality of
private companies-The first duty of a railway is, however, in every
case, towards the country through which it passes. It mustperform
that work fully and satisfactorily, before it ventures to take an ounce
of foreign freight. It is only when the Grand Trunk has less local

. traffic to do than it can do, that it can be allowed in any way to enter
into the general traffic of the west. [Applause.] There is another
point in the remarks of the gentleman, in reference to steamships.
We established a line of ocean steamers, for which we paid £40,000
subsidy. The line was fortnightly in summer, and monthly in
winter. Without it our canals and railways w ere useless, for such
were the supposed difficulties of the navigation of the St. Lawrence,
such the expense of freight and insurance between Quebec or Mont
real and Liverpool, that although we could carry from the \\' est
to Quebec che aper than we could send through the United States
to New York, and therefore ought to give the preference to our
own route, especially fur our own produce, still , freights from New
York to Liverpool were so much cheaper, that our trade was finding
its way through a foreign country. To prevent this w e established
our service, following in humble imitation of th e British Government,
who very wisely granted a subsidy to the Cunar d Company in its
infancy. But we found that a fortnightly lin e in summer, and a
monthly line in winter, could not at all. compet e w ith a line going
weekly from New York and Boston as certainly as th e week came,
so we established a weekly line too, giving it £2,000 a tri p, or
£104,000 a year as subsidy. I am happy to say the line has been a
complete success, in consequence of the zeal and ability of my hon .
friend, the Postmaster General, the Hon. Sydney Smith- I may
praise him, for he is 110t here. In consequence of his exertions in
Europe, he having visited Britain, France, Germany, &c. , fur that
purpose, we have effected an arrangement with th e United States
and several European Governments to regar d our lin e with equal
favor to others. And notwithstanding that w e have had to fight
against two subsidies-one given to the Cunard line, and one to the
Galway Company-great has been our success, For although the
postal arrangements only went into effect in the middle of the
summer, and our line is scarcely known as yet in the western States
and in Europe, the foreign postage we shall receive will be upwards
of £50,000 , so that we shall ac tually pay no more for tl 13 w eekly line
this summer than we did before for t.he fortnightly one. [Cheers.]
You must rem ember, too, that this is only a beginning. It takes a
long time to break up old connections, A merchant who has got
into the habit of 'writing his letters for the Wednesday's Cunard
steamers will not change in a hurry. But I have no doubt whatever
that the line will be self-sustaining, and that we shall virtually have



6!)

the communication with Europe .for nothing, as the postage will pay
'the whole Sllbsid y. [Cheers.] You must recollect, also, that
although the line was established for carrying mails, the great object
was to introduce steam power into the St. Lawrence, and to cheapen
freights. This is rapidly being done. In a few years, with the
influence of steam propellers, and the weekly example of this steam
ship coming and going, not only carrying mail bags, but laden with
the produce of Canada, it will be fully accomplished. We are
already beginning to enjoy the advantage of our railways and canals,
and it will soon be shown that our route to Europe has the recom
mendation of being the most direct and cheapest too. I am much
obliged to the gentleman for calling my attention to this subject, a
very interesting one, which I should otherwise have entirely over
looked. I shall be happy to answer further questions, either to-night
or during the short time I shall be among you to-morrow. [Loud
and continued cheering, amidst which Mr. Macdonald resumed his
seat.]

Mr. Blackw ood was understood to express himself perfectly satis
fied, and hoped the meeting would attribute his remarks to their
proper motive; he desire d to have misconception removed. [Hear,
heur.]

At the Brantford di nner, .1\11'. Macdonald remarked on this
su bject:

" Among the other arran gements of which I think the Government
may justly boast, are the postal service and the present efficient
ocean service . While th e United States have been unable, with
all their wealth, to maintain a line of ocean steamers, Canada has
been able to support a successful line, and that too under the great
disadvantage of the mother country subsidizing a line running against
our own. The Canadian system has been so admirably managed,
that while we have had to increase the annual subsidy for the pur
pose of securing weekly instead of fortnightly trips, the increase in
postage is such that it amounts to half the subsidy, £50,000. [Cheers.]
Thus, we do not pay more now for the weekly service than we paid
for the fortni ghtl y serv ice two years before. [Loud cheers.] I have
no doubt that before long, my friend, the Postmaster General, will
have the pride and satisfaction of announcing that our service is self
supporting." [Ren ewed cheering.]
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THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF HOME MANUFACT UR ES.

In relation to th e Encouragement of native ind ustry, Mr.
Macdonald said, at London ;

" It is not necessar y for the government to dis cuss the qu estion of
protection or free trade. In ord er that the Province might keep its
faith with the public creditor, in ord er that Canada m ight be honest
-and I am sure that every man here would be willing to make a
sacrifice of his wealth , and his means to keep her credit-there has
been an adjustment of the customs duties , from which our revenue
for Provin cial purposes is chiefly der ived. W hil e w e keep up the
taxation on luxuries , and on those articles which we can manufacture
ourselves, t.here has been a diminution in taxation 011 those articles of
prime necess ity which our manufacturers can wo rk up. The conse
quence is that in ev ery part of th e country, both in U pper and Lower
Canada, ther e are manufactures springing up. W e hear of hundreds
of industrious mechanics and artisans combining together to es tablish
woollen and cott on mills, &c. , and it is quite cer tain-I am quite
satisfied, and you must be so too-that the wants of the country,
owing to i ts rapid material progress , will so press upon the treasury,
t hat they will a lways be in advance of the revenu e. The manufac
turer can th er efor e safely commence to apply hi s capital to his
business, without fear that by one stroke of the pen , a ll hi s enterprise
w ill be destroyed, through the redu ction of th e du ti e s . [ Hear , hear.]
W ell though w e have so adjusted the tariff, us to e ncourage every manu
facturing inter est in the country; I wish it to be unders tood that we
have not increased the taxation over the taxation of our pred ecessors.
It is true we have put a higher duty on som e articles, chiefly those we
can manufacture ourselves , but the free list ha s been enormously
increased. Goods that w ere heavily taxed in the days of our prede
cessors are free, and under the tariff as it now stands, after having
been adjusted under the responsibility of the present government, the
amount of taxation levied in Canada on each man does not equal
what was levied in the t ime when Mr. Hincks was the finan cier of
the country. [Hear, hear. "]

Again, at S1. Catharines, 1\1"1'. Macdonald remarked, by w ay
of furth er illustration that taxation is not heavier now than during
Mr. Hincks' a d m inistration .

" It is said that we have increased the taxation of the country. Some
of you will be surprised to hear that we have not raised the taxation
higher than it was during the time of Mr. Hincks. W e have, however ,
readjusted the Tariff, reducing the duties on articles of necessity an d
raw materials , and increasing those on what is required for home
manufacturing-this being a direct encouragement to our artisans and
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mechanics. It is as if formerly there had been half a dollar duty Ol~ n:
hat, and half a dollar on a silk neck-tie; whereas there ar e now three
quarters of a dollar on a hat, and one quarter on a silk neck-tie, thus.
protecting the maker ofhats, which we can manufacture in this con n
try, and Jetting the consumer have his silk neck-tie cheaper, w hich.
w e cannot produce. [Hear.]"

THE ABOLITION OF IMPRISONMENT FOR D-EBT~ .

1\1r. Macdonald said at the dinner at London:

" I was very proud to hear my personal and political friend Mr;_
Carling, refer to the abolishment of imprisonment for debt, and w hen
I th is morning when through the Gaol of the County of Elgin, ancI ,
found that there was not a single person confined for debt , I found
how really beneficial that piece of onr legislation was. U nder th e
former law, any man was in the power of his creditors w ho mi gh t :
swear th at he believed he was going away; now the creditor has to-
establish before a judge and to the judge's satisfaction, just as in a .
cr iminal charge before a magistrate, that the debtor is going to ab-··
scond. The effect of th at alte ra tion in the law has been practically;
to abolish imprisonment for deb t. [Cheers.]"

THE ORGANIZAT ION OF THE MILITIA.

Tn reply to a qu estion from Co l. Kingsmill, at the Ham iltors
d inner, Mr. Macdonald is reported by the Spectator to ha ve mad e
these remarks in reference to th e organization of the M.illtia,...
w hich the Colonel desired to have placed on a more costlj r
foot ing :

" I n 1854, when the MacNab Administration was fOn.f.H~cl\ there 
w ere two opin ions respecting the Militia of Canada. T~klue wasa«
respectable party who thought that an active force , an lj) i1'gan'i-ze d!
militia , was of little service; who object ed to it s e::r:wense an d
thought that by forming a militia here, we should do away w ith th e.
practice on the part of Britain of sending British troops heze. T hen ,
there was a party , to which I belonged, w ho thought we were boun d';J_
if we were worthy of being a free peopl e, to be able to protect OiU 

selves. I beli eve no country is worthy of liberty unless it is able· t /JI
fight for it, a nd that not by hired hands only. No one respects Wit::
soldiers of En gland more than I do, and they cannot he co nsidere el
merc enaries when in Canada, fur they are as much in thei r Qu een 'se
dominions here as when they ar e in England. But when w e see
what England has done with her volunteers , we see that we hav e 
need of some such force too. T here the people have risen in their-
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"im ight at the first threat of war. Not satified with their magnificently
-o rga nizcd army and navy, the moment there was a chance of Eng
land's position being endangered, they have rushed to arms; the

f merchant leaving his counter, the farmer his plough, the lawyer his
desk-and by the same token they say the lawyers make the best of
soldiers, because they are always so ready for the charge, [laughter]
and eve ry member of society, who had time or money to spare, enrolled
.h imself, so that England now stands at the head of the world, perhaps,
i n th at respect. [Cheers.] Well, we too made provision for raising

-a militia, by the Act of 1854, an act upon the legal clauses of which
,I was of course consulted, but which was formed, I may state, by a
.professional commission, of which Sir Allan MacNab was a foremost
.membe r, [Hear.] That Act provided for both a sed entary militia
.a nd an active force of volunteers. Not one man was forced to leave
';h is home, yet a body of 5,000 men was raised, and the means voted
'b y the Legislature. It is true that the measure was strongly opposed
'by th ose who were in opposition to the government, but still it was
· ca rr ied , from a sense on the part of the representatives uf the people,
.. w ith whom I am sure the people will agree, that it was unworthy of
· 'us (while the Imperial Gov ernment came forward in the most gener
-o us and proper way, and stated that if we were attacked in a ny way
'by foreign foe, the whole force and wealth of th e Empire should be
e xerte d in our defen ce), to ask the hard-working luborer of E ngland,
t he tax-pay in g people, to keep up a force in this country, and to have
.n o force of civ il soldiers of our own, who would keep t he pea ce , pre-

· v ent riots an d public tumults , such as have ex istence in all countries,
· 'h ow ever highly ci vil ized th ey may be. So when England in for med
· us that she could no longer keep h er soldiers her e to occupy our chief
· places and ac t as police, we properly found that we cou ld no t and
e, ought not to insist upon it; and in fonning the active force, we
'formed a body that w ould be a nucleus round w h ich the whole people
of Can ada w ould rally in case of necessity. [ Applause. ] But Eng
.Iand di d 110t ask us to effect this gr eat change w ithout giv ing us more
-compe nsatiou. In the most gen erous manner , sh e handed to us, for
the us e of the Province, a large amount of land and public buildings
.in th e sha pe of sto res, sold iers' barracks, officers' quarters, together
'w ith grea t m ili tary works of eve ry description, to do 'with them
wha tev er w e choose, with but one reservation, that we should appro
pria te the fun ds, if w e sold any of the property, to keeping up an
active force in Canada. [Hear, hear.] Al though at first the militia
was a serious ex pense , because we could not at once dispose of those
.properties without a great sacrifice, yet they are yearly rising in value,
some of the m have been sold at considerable prices, oth ers like those
.a t P cn etanguish eu e and Jsle Aux N oix , have been assumed by
·t he Province at fa ir rates and appropriated to public uses as reforma
t ory institutions, so that in a few years we shall be abl e to dispose of
t hem and form a fund equal or nearly equal to the sum required for
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keeping up the active militia. [Cheers.] Of course the bill
was only an experiment, though I may say it was a successful one,
and the Parliament which allowed It to pass in ]854, therefore pro
vided that it should simply remain in force for four years . It was
my duty, after that, to draw up the bill to continue the system and
make it perpetual. Sir, I had great difficuties to encounter in carry
ing that bill, and by speaking of them I shall reply to the objection
of my gallant friend, Col. Kingsmill. At that time there was a diffi
ciency in the revenue. There had been a series of bad crops, there
was a great want of money in the public chest, and a great cry of
distress from the suffering country. It was said, therefore-and I
fully appreciated the force of the remark-that as we were retrench
ing in every way, we should retrench in the militia expenses as well,
until the revenues of the Province were in a more flourishing condi
tion. Well, in order to prevent the disembodiment of the whole
militia of Canada by dropping the bill, or not carrying it, I was
obliged to diminish very much the appropriation-the number of men
employed in the active force, the number ofdays they were to be called
upon ot drill, &c.,-and it was only by that means that I saved the
measure as it is now. I believe that the value of the force is known,
and the fund so ra pidly increasing that the Government will be
able to keep up that active force in its original st rength , so that we may
have 5,000 good soldiers, ready to meet the soldiers of any other
nation , and those volunteers, not hirelings. [Applause.] 'rhus, I
answer Col. Kingsmill 's objection that we have allowed the militia
system to be run down-there was no Militia Bill when we came in,
and it is due to us that there is now any Militia Bill at all." [Loud '
cheers.]

IMPROVE ME NT OF T HE COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM.

In his speech at London, Mr. Macdonald referred as follows to
the assistance he had had from Dr. Ryerson in the improvement
of the Common School system ;

" In the improvement of the Common School system, the Govern
ment had had the valuable assistance of Dr. Ryerson, the able and
zealous founder of the system; and he (Mr. Macdonald) would take
the opportunity of expressing his admiration of the great zeal and
with which Dr. Ryerson had, managed educational affairs. He knew.
he had been attacked by the Opposition press and party; but long
years after his puny slanders would the .name of Dr. Ryerson be
remembered as the founder and promoter of a system of education
more perfect, more complete and less burdensome than the system of
any state in Europe or America. [C he ers.]
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At Caledonia, Mr. Macdonald gave Dr. Ryerson ' s re ason for
not advising the repeal of the Separate School Clause, an d stated
his own opinion on that subject, thus:

" I have call ed th e attention of the people to the filet that the 19th
clause of the Common School Act became law long long before I was
in the Government a t all ; so that the m erit of it or the blame of it is
not with m e, bu t res ts entire ly with the Bnldwin-Lafontaine ad minis
t ration , as it was hrought in under the auspices of Mr. Baldwin parti
cularly, that pure and honest man of whom I always love to sp eak,
though w e w er e opp osed in poli tics.-[Cheers.] And if it be asked
why w e did not rep eal it, I answer, in the first place, that it is one
thing to give a right or a franchise, and another thing to deprive peo
ple of it; and in the second place, we have the indisputable ev idence
of a disinterested witness-a man who cannot be suspecte d of any
leaning towards Popery-I mean Rev. Dr. Ryerson,a P rotesta nt cl ergy
man himself, at the head of the Common School System--a person
whose whole energi es have been ex pended in the cause of education
who states deliberately to the people of Canada, that the Separate
School clau se does not retard th e pro gr ess or the in crease of Common
Schools; but that, on the contrary, it " w idens the basis of the Com
mon School System." [Cheers.] If I thought i t injured that system,
I must say that I w ould vote for its repeal to- m orrow. [Applause.]
You must remember also, that Lower Ca nada is decidedl y a Roman
Catholic country--that the Protestant population of Lower Canada is
a small m iuority , and if Protestant schools w er e not allowed there,
our Protestant brethren in Lower Canada w ould be obliged to send
their children to be ed uca ted by Roman Catholic teachers. Now, I
don't know how many Protestants or how many Roman Catholics I
may be at this moment addressing, but I say that, as a Protestant, I
should not be willing to send my son to a R oman Catholic school,
while I think a Roman Catholic should not be co mpelled to send his to
a Protestant on e . [Hear.] In Lower Canada the teachers are gener
ally the Roman Catholic clergy, and, of course , it is their duty to
teach what they consider truth, and to guard their pupils against error. _
But the system in vogue there is more liberal than even ours, in that
it not only permits the establishment of Protestant schools for
Protestant children, but allows the whole municipal machinery to be
employed to collect the rates to maintain them. [Applause.] In
discussing this subj ect, I have always found that 'when it is fairly
laid before the people, they always, by their applause , signify their
approbation of the consistent course of the Governmen t in regard to
it. [Cheers.]"



75

THE IND E P E N DE N CE OF PARLIAMENT ACT AND THE
E STABLISHlVlENT OF A BOA RD OF AUDI'!'.

At Brantford, Mr. Macdonald thus refered to the Independence
of Parliament Act and the establi shment of a Board of Audit:

. "The present governmen t have been charged with using their
patronage and power for the purpose of securing the election of their
friends and putting money into their pockets. But the present
Speaker of the House, who had been a member of the Government,
is the ve ry pers on who introduced a hill which prevents any one sitting
in Parliamen t who has a con tract with the Government, receives
money from them or is in any w ay pecuniarily connecte d with them.
It is a consolidation and completion of all the laws that had ever been
passed for the purpose of secur ing an independent Parliament a nd free
from the possibility of influen ce by crow n patronage. For fear that
it might be said that the lawyers enjoyed the patronage of the
Government, I myself introduc ed a clause into the bill depriving them
even of the po\ver of prosecuting cases on behalf of the Crown while
occupying seats in Parliament . [Cheers.] Now it is said th at there
is fl great deal of'corruption in our books. Our Govern ment has intro
du ced a most thorough and per fect system of auditin g the public ac
counts, and has appointed a man as Auditor Gen eral, Mr. Lan gton,
w hose character has been pra ised eve n by the Opposition. Many have
in fact, lauded h im to the skies because they thought his political
tendencies were tuwards Reform rather than otherwise. His honesty
and fitness for the office have be en admitte d by all parties in the
House and country ; an d not a sin gl e far thing- of the public money
is paid out without a voucher for it and passing through his hands,
the Government bein g responsible for it to Parliament and to the
country. [Cheers . "l

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS.

A t S~ . C l1he ri nos, M r. M acdonald remarked:

You may have heard a great deal of election frauds . The Govern
ment found th at th ese frauds were practised al ike by friends and foes;
that they were dem ora.lizing to the country and destructive of the
purity of elect ion ; and they th er efore introduced an admirable .syste rn
of re gistration, by which a correc t list of votes is made out from
the assessment-rolls. You m ay all have seen or heard of cases in
which bad votes w ere .ecorded ; but that has been completely done
away with by the introduction of the registration system. [Cheers.J
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OTHER MEASURES INTRODUCED.

Mr. Macdonald, at London, thus briefly enumerated some of
the other measures introduced under the auspices of the Govern
ment of which he has been a member:

They had fostered and maintained, as far as their resources would
permit , the agricultural societies of the country, and they had founded
a noble institution for the encouragement of arts and manufactures.
[Applause.] They had framed a measure for the proper inspection
of railways and steamers, thus securing safety to the lives and pro
perty of the public. They had closed the Municipal Loan Fund of
Upper Canada, which had threatened rapidly to increase the public
debt. They had enabled every municipality in Upper Canada, with
the exception of one or two, to meet their engagements and prevented
that being charged to the public funds of the Province. They had
reformed the law, and decentralized it by increasing the jurisdiction
ofthe local courts. They had established an efficient system for the
inspection of jails and prisons. They had legislated in such a manner
that there could be no more fraudulent assignments. T hey had in
creased the exemption of property of unfortunate debtors liable to be
sold for debt. The present Finance Minister had gr eatly decreased
the burdens of the people, and by is judicious arrangement for the
conversion of the public debt, the country received five per cent. in
terest on the Sinking Fund instead ofthree as formerly , thus effecting
an enormous saving; and besides they had got the British Govern
ment to receive £35,000 per annum instead of£75,000 for the sinking
fnnd-thus distributing the burden over a series of years and making
our children pay a portion of the cost of our pH blic works, w hich were
cons tru cted for the ir benefit as well as our own. [Applause .]

LOWER CANADA L E GI SL AT ION .

At St. Thomas, Mr. Macdonald took the opportunity of speaking
in the following terms of Mr. Cm-tier and hi s Legislation with
respect to Lower Canada:

I am proud to call the Hon. Mr. Cartier not only my political but
my personal friend, and if yon knew him as well as I do, you would
see how -worthy he is of esteem.-Untillately-indeed until he came
in as minister of justice-the Lower Canadians were suffering very
much from the French system of the concentration of the courts.
There were courts only at Montreal and Quebec, and an inferior one
in the district of St. Francis ; jurors and witnesses were obliged to
go hundreds of miles to attend them, and often had to remain for six
weeks away from their homes and families. Now fancy if, in Upper
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Canada, a man from Sarnia had to go to attend a court in London
if indeed there were but three courts in the country, at London, To
ronto, and Kingston-what our people would say, Would they stand
that? [No, no.] Now Mr. Cartier introduced, in the first place, a
municipal system, almost identical within our own, taking pattern by
our municipal law, which, since its consolidation, is almost perfect,
and adopting it for Lower Canada, with those slight changes
which the different laws and institutions of the country required.
In the second place, he introduced our county system in the matter
of courts-establishing county courts and county jails, and county
organizations, just as we have them. As 1 before said, he took the
Clergy Reserves of Lower Canada for this-Lower Canada, too,
having had one-seventh of its lands reserved, just as Upper Canada
had-and he forced the municipalities to erect jails, like Upper Ca
nadians. [Hear.] H e introduced this system by degrees, and a plan
is now in operation , by which, in Lower Canada, they pay their
jurors as w e do in Upper Canada, instead of out of th e ge ne ral fund,
as they did before. [Cheers] Again, in consequence of the expense
of the administ ration of justice in Lower Canada, although Lower
Canada has far less crime [1 am sorry for Upper Canada to say it]
and ther e is fur less necessity for the paraphernalia of courts, the cost
was far greater than in Upper Canada. But,l am happy to say, that
in consequence of measures lately introduced, the expenses of the
administration of just ice ar e £35,000 less than they were in the time
of the late Attorn ey General E ast , and although the system is only in
i ts commencement , they are already rather less than in Upper
Canada .

. ,
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