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courtesy. It is a piece of kindness like many others which I have been accustomed
to receive from Mr. Manning. He has been a good friend of mine, and I have been
Intimately connected with him in many subjects and places. (Cheers.)

A standing vote of thanks, and three cheers were then given to Mr. Manning.

THANKS TO THE CHAIRMAN.

Sie Jorx MacpoNanp—1 beg to move that the cordial thanks of this meeting
be tendered our chairman—the leader of the Liberal-Conservative Opposition in
Ontario, who I hope will ere long be the Liberal-Conservative Premier of Ontario—
(cheers)—for his conduct in the chair. (Cheers.) When Isay IThope I will soon have
the opportunity of greeting Mr. Meredith as the lcader of a Liberal-Conservative
Government I do not merely speak from the lips. (Hear, hear.) All I can
do to hasten that happy event, all the influence I can exert will be exerted to
bring about that change, which I am couvinced is so desirable in the interests
of Ontario, and which will redound so much to the advantage of this great pro-
vince. (Cheers.) I hope that ere long there will be a Liberal-Conservative Gov-
ernment in Ontario. (Cheers.) I know that a few years ago I would have been
charged with great impropriety in making such a statement. I should have been
told that there should be no entangling alliance between the Ontario and Dominion
Governments. But as the present Minister of the Interior said we must fight fire
with fire. Mr. Mowat some time ago used that expression when there was something
like a dispute as to how certain elections were carried. We find that the Govern-
ment of Ontario is being employed in the interests of the Grit Opposition in the
Federal Parliament. Therefore I call upon all my friends in the Conservative
party to rally round my friend, the leader of the party in Ontario, just as warmly
and enthusiastically and energetically as they would in my behalf and that of the
Dominion Government. (Cheers.)

A Vorce—What about the Scott Act? (Laughter.)

Sir JorN replied by drinking a glass of water amid loud laughter. He then
said—*‘I move that the thanks of this meeting be given to Mr. Meredith for his
able conduct in the chair at the sittings of this convention.”

Hoxn. Me. Proms seconded the motion. He thought that those present at the
convention would take away the recollection of having participated in one of the
most glorious demonstrations which had ever been held in the Dominion of Canada.
He believed that the result would be that each delegate would go home determined
to carry out all the principles of organization impressed upon him by the central
department, determined to do his duty better and more vigorously, and with the
consciousness that in doing so, he would be acting in the best interests of the
country. He seconded the motion with the best wishes that they would soon see
the chairman at the head of the Ontario Government, where he should have been
at the close of the last election. (Cheers.) He believed that it was owing to the
Ontario Conservatives not being sufficiently sanguine that Mr. Meredith was not
in power now. (Cheers.) 7

Tae MaYor put the motion, which was carried with immense enthusiasm.

THE CHAIRMAN'S REPLY.

M. MEREDITH, on rising, was received with prolonged applause. He said—
Mr. Mayor and gentlemen, I am sure that no word of thanks from you to me is
necessary on the occasion, but rather my thanks are due to you for the honour
done me by being present on this ion, and presidi porarily over this
assembly. Mr. Mayor and gentlemen, I think this gathering has demonstrated one
or two things we should bear in mind, It has d notwithstanding
the malignity of the attacks made on the right hon. gentleman who was the
chosen head of the Conservative party, and who has for many years led it to
victory, that he still holds & warm place in the affections of the Conservative
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party and of the people. (Cheers.) I think it has also demonstrated this, that
the great heart of the Conservative party represents the feeling of the people of
this province—(cheers)—because I did not believe there could have been gathered
together in so short a time from all sections of the people, in every walk of life,
such an assembly as this, evincing such an enthusiasm as it has. (Loud cheers.
Assembled under these conditions it represets the feeling of the province, and, as
has been well said, it has been the grandest demonstration of any political party
ever held in the history of this country. (Cheers.) So far as the observations
addressed to myself are concerned, I have to thank the mover and seconder for
their kind words, and you, gentlemen, for the cordial way they have been received.
(Cheers.) Ever since I have had the honour of occupying a seat in the Legislature
of this Province or taking a part in the discussious which arose there, it has
been my fortune to sit in the cool shades of Opposition. (Laughter.) But,
although that has been so, I am always ready and willing to take any position in fur-
therance of the interests of the Conservative party. (Loud cheers.) 1am not—
and I think that is a matter we should bear in mind here—I am not a Conser-
vative simply because it is the party with whom my associations have been in the
past. 1 am a Liberal-Conservative because I belicve the future interests of this
great Dominion are bound up 1n the success of that party. (Prolonged cheers.)
And although our numbers in the Legislature are small, we are a band representing
more than one-half of the votes of the people of this Province and battling for
their rights. (Applause.) We have been maligned, scorned, and charged with
being traitors. I have on every platform hurled back on those who made them
these accusations, and I say here to you now, if it be treason to the interests of On-
tario that I should be willing to respect the rights of the other provinces of the Do-
minion, to respect the rights of those Frenchmen—though they are French they
are our brethren in the great work of building up this Dominion—(cheers)—if that
be treason then I plead guilty to the charge. (Loud cheers.) It has been well said
on the plaiform here to-day I am a son of Ontario, born within its limits, but I owe
an allegiance to this great Dominion, of which Ontario is only a part. (Cheers.) I
fully recognize the greatness and prominence of my native province in this Confed-
eration, I rccognize that she is first in wealth, first in population, and great in
intelligence and education—(cheers)—but I say that she ought to be generous in her
treatment of the other provinces of this Dominion—(hear, hear,)—and it is ouly by
means such as these that we can build up this great nation we are attempting to
build up on the northern half of the North American continent. (Loud cheers.) We
are engaged in a great and glorious work, and I say to you to-day, Go on
with this work notwithstanding those who traduce you and yours, and if it be not
in these times that you receive your reward, those who come after you will say you
have done your duty, done something to advance the iuterests of our common
couniry. (Loud cheers.) I appeal to the young men of this country. As has been
well said by Mr. Blackstock, they have no part or interest with the Reform party,
and I ask them to cast in their lot with the Conservative party and join our union.
There is no telling what can be accomplished if its energies are directed aright. No
man who has attended here and has heard the representatives from the North-West,
Quebec, and the other provinces, but must have felt his heart swell with just pride,
and no man who calls himself a Canadian need be ashamed to go anywhere where
the sun shines and putting his hand on his heart declare, ‘I am a Canadian.”
(Loud cheers.) Let me say in conclusion, let us inscribe on the banner of the Con-
servative party that this unicn must and shall be preserved intact and inviolate.
(Loud cheers.) Let that be inscribed high up on the banner of the Conservative
party, let us go on in our work, and in accomplishing it we shall deserve the thanks
of posterity. (Loud and prolonged applause.)

Three hearty cheers were given for the Queen and Sir John Macdonald, after
which the Convention adjourned.





