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.. decry their country. We like you, ha ve read art icles in the press wri tte n by men
dissat isfied at home, becam e they cannot C01l tr0 1 th e Government or coun nund the
confiden ce of the people. (Cheers.) Mr. Chai rma n, let me tell you that we in
Quebec hav e been followin g your effort s : we have 1cell watchi ng th e energe tic
manner in which you hav e been keep ing up t he Liberal-Ccneervat ive flag in ti ll: local
poli tics of ) ' OU1' own province-c-Icheers j-c-end, sir, let me tell )' f u th at from m)' own
prov ince to-day comes up a repres en ta ti ve in my friend, H on. Mr. Bla nchet, to
show the intimacy existi ng between th e Conservatives of Quebec and Ontario.
(Cheera. ) Let me return my sincer e thanks for your kin dness in invi t ing rue to
addre ss a few words to th is gathering. In conclusion I have only to say) let ua
obey our leader, let us take our orders from th ose who have the l igh t to give thcr u,
end if we follow tha t rule in the futu re th e grea t victories which have led Sir .loh u
Macdonald to occupy his pr esent exa lted positi on as Premier of the Dominion will
dill be VU TS. (Cheers .) Unless we are 80 united j1arty it will be impossible for us
ill the future to conte nd against the elements whic I lire in anta gouiem to us, and
unl ess we remain united. we canno t expec t to achieve success. (Cheere. )

The CHAIR~fA~-It is said that we are uuder French demina t ion,- but I do not
th ink you a re terrifie d by seeing French- Canad ians on tb e platform-(laught r r)­
nor do I think it will hurt you to hear some of those whom our opponents malign.
I have gre at pleasu re in introducing to you a memb er of the Pro vincial Gove rn ­
meut of Quebec -Mr. Blanchet,

H ox. MR. Braxcu er, who was received with cheers, expressed the pleas ure it
afforded him to be present to do honour tu the leader of th e Conser vative party.
H e felt that it; was a gr eat hono ur to be selecte d by his chie f, th e Prim e Minister (If
Quebec, to at tend, an d at te ndin g he brought with him the feeli ngs of devoti on
which all Lib eral -Conser vati ves en tertaine d toward s the great chief. (Ohee re.)
He WIlS hap py to say that the good cause was flour ishing in Quebec. 'I'he las t battle
fough t the re was fought in his own coun ty of Beuuce. If that had been fought on
purely political gro unds there 'Would ha ve been a Conservative majority of 1,200.
But it was fough t ra ther on personal issues, and the Cons ervative majority was 31:l.
That diu not look much like a Re form react ion. If it was a reaction it was not a
react ion which the Oonservat ivea need regret , for a majority of 313 was Dot to be
despised. {Hear , hear .} Quebec, he could say, was proud of Sir J ohn, and was
well -atiefied with the manner in which the affairs of the country were being man ­
aged. (Cheers, cries of " Tom White" an d 11 Mr. Bowell. " )

Th e CHA.IR~lAN-It is now afte r five o'clock, and we ha ve promised to conclude
here ut five in order th at the hall may be otherw ise occupied. Under th e circuui­
stances I am afraid we cannot call upon othe r speak er . .

THA NK S TO ~IR. MANNIN G.

~1R. A.. BOULTBEEr who was warmly applauded, said he th ought that the y would
all agree with him that this was the grandest demonstrat ion their party, or any
other par ty, had ever had in th is pr ovince. (Ch eers.} 'Y ith all the enthusiasm
which existe d and all the di sposition shown to come there, however, they cou ld not
hav e had suc h a deruonatra tion without the use uf that buildi ng . The re
was not anothe r hall in the city which would h old such a crowd, and even it had
been insufficient to accommodate all who presen ted themselves. It would, there­
fore, not be a cra ceful th ing to part with ou t passing acordial vote of th an ks to
1\£r. ,Mann ing, ~ho had lent the use of h is buildin g for two days free of any charge.
He moved th at t he cord ial vote of the con vent ion be te ndered to Mr. MAIlning for
his kind ness. (Cheera.}

SIRJOH!" ~bCDO:SALD said-c-E rise with great.pleasu re to second the moti on which
has been mad e by my fr iend ~Ir. Bou lt bee. It has been an act of g-rea t kind ness
and gen erosity on the part of Mr. Man nin g to ha ve give n us the use of this buil ding
for t wo days gratis, aud to sacr ifice th e pr ofits which he migh t legitimately have
received had it been OTherwise occupi ed. It is an act which I feel as a personal
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eourt eey, It is a. piece of kindness like ma ny others which I have been accustomed
to receive from .Mr. Manning. H e has been a.good friend of mine, and I hav e bee n
lnt imat ely connected with him in many sub jects ami plac-e. (Chee rs.)

A l tan ding vote of thanks , an d three cheers were th en gi ven to Mr . Man ning ,

THANKS TO THE CHAIR MAN.

SIR JOHN :MAcDo~ALD- l beg to move that th e cordial than ks of this meeting
be tendered our chairu-an-c-th e leader of the Liberal -Conservative Oppositi on in
Ontario, who I hope will ere long be the Libe ral-Conse rvat ive Premier of Ontario-

~h~e~~~;tf~~i~;so~o~~~~~~~~ ~~~.C~I~~~J~S~cae:·\~e'~~dl~rI~?aItit:~t'~:~:;~~t~;:
Government I do Dot merely speak from th e lips. (Hear , hear.} All I can
do to hasten tha t happy event, all the influence I can exert will b e exe rted to
bri ng ab out that change, which I am convinced is 80 desirabl e in the int f r<st:!
of Ontario, ami which will redound so much to the adva ntage of thi s great pro­
vince. (Ohcere.) I hope tha.~ ere long there will be a Liberal-Conservat ive Gov­
ern me nt in Ontario . (Cheera.) I kn ow that a few years ago I would ha ve been

~~tJ1~1~t~~~rr:::u\dt~0~~i~~U:~)gfu~:a~fia~~~\:t~~aet~~h~~nt~ri~O~l~~ ~::U~li~~
Go vernmen ts. But as the pre sent ~I inistf'r of th e Interior said we must fight fire
with fire. ,jl r. l\luwat aotne t ime ago used th nt expression when there was something
like a dispute as to how certain elections wer-ecarried. ' Ve find that the Gover n­
ment of Ontario is being employed in th e in terests of th e Gri t Oppos ition in the
Federal Parliam ent . There fore I call up on all my friend s in the Conservative
palty to rally round my friend, th e lead er of the par ty in Ontario, j ust as warmly
and enthusiastically and ene rge tically as th e)" would in my behalf and that of the
Domin ion Government. (Ohee rs. )

A VOICE-What about the Scot t Act 1 (Lau ghter.)
SIR J ORN replied by drinking a glass of wate r amid loud laughter. He then

eaid-c-" I move that th e thanks of this meeting be given to Mr. Meredith for his
able conduct ill the chai r at the sittings of this convention. "

H ON. M R. PL UYB seconded th e motion. He tho ught that th ose prese nt at the
eonven tion would take away the recollection of having participated in one of th e
most glorious demonst rati ons which had ever been held in the Dominion of Canada.
H e believed that the result would be t hat, each delegate would go home determined
to carry out all the principles of organiz..atio n impr essed upon him by the central
depar tment, determined to do his duty bett er an d more vigorou sly, and wit h th e
consciousness that in doing: so. he would be acting in the best interests of the
country. He seconded the mot ion with the best wishes that th ey would soon see
th e chairmen at the head of the Ontario Government, whe re he sho uld have been
at the close of the laat election . (Cheers. } He believed th at it was owing to the
Ont ario Conservatives not being sufficiently sanguine that Mr . Mered ith was not
in power now. {Cheera.} .

T ux UA.YOR put the mot ion, which "as carried wit h imme nse enthuaiasm.

TilE UHAm~IAN'S RE PLY.

MR. ~hREDITH, on rjsing, was received with prolong-ed applause. H e said­
.Mr. .Mayor and gentl emen, I am sure that no word of than ks from you to me is
necessary on the occasion, but rather my thanks ar e due to you for the honou r
done me by being present on thia occas..ion , and presiding tempo raril y over this
aeeembly. :Mr. Mayor and gen tlem en, I thin k t his gathering haa demonstrated one
or two things we should bear in mind. It hae demonst ra ted , notw ithstanding
the malignity of the attach made on th e right hen. gent leman who was the
chosen head of the Conservative party, and who has for many years led it to
ricto17. t.... t he stili holda a warm place in the affections of the CODservatin
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party and of the people . (Cheers.) I thin k it has also demonst ra ted this, tha.t
th e great hurt of the Conse rvat ive party represen ts the feeling of the people of
thi s province-c-fchee rsj-c-becau su I did not beli eve there could have be en gathe red
together in 80 short a time fro m all aectioue of th e people, in every walk of life,
such an a-sembly as thi s, evincing such an en thu siasm as it has . (Lo ud cheera.)
Assemb led un der t hese cond it ions i t reproseuta the feeling of th e pr ovin ce, and) as
has been well said, it has been th e grandest demonstrat ion of any polit ical party
ever held in the histo ry of th is country . (Cheere .} So far as the obser vations
ad dres sed to myself are concerned, I have to than k the mover and seconder for
their kind words , and you, gentl emen, for the cord ial way th ey have been received .
(Cheers. ) Ev er since I have had t he honour of occupying a seat in the Legislature
of this Provi nce or ta ki ng a part in the discu -sior.a which arose t here , it has
been Ill)' for tune to sit in t he cool shades vf Opposition. (Laughter.') Bu t,
although that has been so, I am al ways rea dy an d willing to take any posit ion in fur­
theran ce of the in terests of the Conservative party. (Loud cheere.} 1 am not­
and I think t hat is a. mat ter we should bear in mind here-I am not a. Conser­
vative simp ly because it is th e party with whom my association s have been in the
past. I am a Liberal -Conservati ve because I beli eve the fut ure in terests of this
great Dominion are bound up ill the success of that party. (Prolonged che ere.}
And although our numbers in the Legislature are small, we are a band representing
more than one-half of the votes of th e people of this Province and battling for
their r ights . (Applau ee.) \Ve have bee n maligne d, scorned, an d char ged with
being traitors . I have on every platfor m hurled back on those who made th em
these accusati ons, an d I say he re to you now, if it be treaso n to th e in ter ests of On­
tario that I should be 'willing to respect the rights of the other provinces of the Do­
min ion , to respect th e rights of thos e Frenchm en-though th ey are F rench th ey
are our brethr en in the great work of bu ilding up t his Dominion-(cheers)-if tha t
be tre ason th en I plead guilty to the charge. (Loud cheers.) It has been well said
on the ple .form here to-day I am a son of Ontario, born withi n its lim its, bu t I owe
an allegia nce to th is great Dominion , of which Onta rio is only a part. (Obeers . ) I
fully recognize th e gre atness and promine nce of my native pr ovince in th is Oonfed­
erntion . r recogniz e that she is first in wealt h, first in populat ion, and great in
in telligence and ed ucation--{ cheers)-but 1 say that she ough t to be gen erou s in her
tr e... tm ent of the other provinces of this Domiuion- (hear , hear,)-and it is only by
means such as these that we can build up this great nat ion we are atte mpt ing to
bui ld up on the no rth ern half of the North American cont inent. (Loud cheers .) We
are engaged in a great and glorious work, and I say to you to-day , Go on
with th is work notwithstand ing th ose who trad uce you an d yours, an d if it be not
in these tim es tha t you receive you r rewar d, those who come after you will say you
ha ve done your duty, don e something to adv ance the interests of our common
country. (Loud cheers. ) I appeal to the young men of this country. As has been
well said by Mr. Blackatock, th ey hav e no pa rt or inte rest with the Reform par ty ,
and I ask th em to cast in their lot with th e Conserv ative party and join ou r uni on.
Th ere is no tellin g what can be accompli shed if its en ergies a re dire cted ar ight. No
man who has at tended he re and has heard the represe ntatives (la m th e North-West,
Quebec, and the ot her provinces, but mus t have felt his heart swell with j ust pride,
an d no man who calls himse lf a Canad ian need be ashamed to g,j anywhere where
th e sun shin es and putting his ha nd on his heart declar e, " I am a Ounadian."
(L oud cheers. ) Let me say in conclusion , let us inscrib e on the banner of the Con­
servati ve par ty th at this un ion must and shall be preserv ed intact and inv iolate .
(Loud cheera .) Let tha t. be inscribed high up on the ban ner uf the Conser vative
party, let us go on in our work, and in accomplishing it we shall deserv e the thanks
of posterity. (Loud and prolonged app luuse. )

Three hearty cheers were given for the Queen and Sir J ohn Macdonald, afte r
which the Conve ntion adj ourned.




