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of the people of Canada to say that he congratulated their great leader upon the
honours conferred by her Majesty, honours worthily bestowed and honourably won.
(Cheers.) He hoped that he might be long spared to rule over the destinies of
Canada. He (Mr. Henry) thanked the committee for associating his name with the
toast of the trade and commerce of this country. No one can deny but that depres-
sion exists throughout the country at the present time. But on the other hand he
was bold to say that never had the commercial and manufacturing interests of the
country been in a more prosperous condition than during the years between 1878
and 1884. (Hear, hear.) Allusion had been made to the great benefit derived from
the National Policy, and he believed that the adoption of th# policy wasin the true
interest of the people of Canada. He concluded a short and forcible speech by
saying that in so far as Governments could legislate in the interests of trade and
commerce, those great interests were safe in the hands of Sir John Macdonald and
the able and painstaking Ministers with whom he had surrounded himself.
(Cheers.)

THE LADIES.

SexaTOR TURNER, of Hamilton, in proposing the toast of the ladies, said :—
Before proposing the toast placed in my hands, allow me to congratulate our right
honorable guest on his improved health, his splendid forty years record as a politician
and his brilliant accumulation of Imperial honours—honours justly earned from an
Imperial as well as a Dominion point of view. John A. (I like the good old name)
has been mainly instrumental in laying the foundation of our Dominion—the Great
Britain of the west, whose advancement in national importance will ere long astonish
Europe. (Hear, hear.) Compare the United States before immigration struck
their prairies with what they are to-day, and judge for yourselves what the
Dominicn will be in a few decades hence, now that we have not only gained
entrance to, but have a railway through, prairies second to none in the world
as to extent and fertility, and a homestead and land policy unequalled in liber-
ality. The toast I have the honour to propose is The Ladies, only second in
importance politically, as well as socially, to the toast of the evening. The
question of woman suffrage has been mooted here as elsewhere, I presume, so
far as the Dominion is concerned, without their consent. They always have
been, are now, and will continue to be, a power in legislation, and I trust will
not willingly give up their quiet, persuasive powers or the pleasures of the curtain
lecture in exchange for the doubtful honours pertaining to an election campaign.
Any Dominion government having the confidence of the ladies may conirol
Parliament, but the tenure in office of any administration without their confidence
is not worth a week’s purchase. The ladies are now, and may they long con-
tinue to be so, the power behind the throne of our Dominion.

‘W. R. Mereprrs, Q C., M.P.P., on coming forward to respond to this toast
said :—Mr. Mayor and gentlemen, I do not kuow why having the misfortune, if I
may use that expression, to be a married man, I should be called upon to respond to
this toast, for [ am sure that in such a gathering as this there are many young Con-
servatives who would gladly come forward to take my place. But when I am called
upon, I respond most heartily, and I do it perhaps not exactly upon the ground that
Mr. Turner has taken in moving the toast, in regard to the proposition that has
been made to the Dominion Parliament for the admission of women to the fran-
chise. I do not know whether this measure will hecome law or not, but this I do
know, that the women of this country exercise a most important part in controlling
the destinies of this country, through the influence they have over their husbands.
And, as has already been said most eloquently to-night, if we are entitled to appeal
to the old men of the country, and to the young men, too, we are entitled to appeal
to the mothers and to the wives and daughters of this land in the interests of the
country. I shallnot at this hour detain you at any length, but I cannot take my
seat without expressing the great gratification which it afforded me of seeing such a
gathering upon this platform of prominent men from all the different provinces of
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the Dominion. We know what attempts have been made in the past to spread dis-
cord in the ranks of the Conservative party. We know that, in 1881,
when the Reform party went to the country, without a policy, and without a
platform, they returned to that old cry which has been their battle cry of old,
the cry of French domination. And although ¢hey appealed strongly to sectional
feeling, they were unable to stir up the hostility of our people to their fellow citi-
zens of Quebec. 1 was glad to hear the words that fell from the lips of a former
Premier of Quebec, Hon. J. A. Chapleau. I reciprocate the patriotic sentiments
which he has uttered in your hearing to-night, and I believe a vast majority of the
people of Ontario recfprocate likewise. Parties are but a means to an end, and
I believe that it is the Conservative party by whose policy and principles
the interests of this country can be best advanced, and by which we can be consoli-
dated and bound together as one people. I am willing for that to stay in the cold
shades of Opposition, and even to submit to be driven from public life altogether,
80 long as T can resist anything tending to introduce discord into the ranks of this
great Confederation. (Cheers,) The great. North-Westhas to be peopled ; and un-
less we can fill it with population I do not know what the future of that country will
be ; and the man who would do anything to check its progress does a deed which
will militate greatly against the people of this country. Largely by the policy of
the present Government we have bound the interests of the people by the Canadian
Pacific railway. In the providence of God we have a great duty to perform in that
country. There are millions of acres there to occupy and till. The destiny of this
country is a great one ; the Liberal-Conservative party understands what that des-
tiny is, what the giant energies of our people are, and they are willing to assist them
in this great work. (Cheers.) I say to the men and women of this country, put
your shoulders to the wheel and heartily assist the party, whose policy is to de-
velop this country in the present as well as the future. I believe that by adopting
the false and foolish cries of other men the result would be to put back this coun-
try at least fifty years in the race of progress. (Hear, hear and cheers.) To-night
we have been d g that confid in our party and honouring our chief-
tain ; the great thing to be done is to accomplish the ends for which these parties
are created. I say to you that when you go to your homes, warm with the en-
thusiasm which has been created here, when the hour of battle comes you should be
ready to go forth in battalions like a well-trained army, and if you do so you will
sweep the enemy from before you like a whirlwind. (Loud andrepeated cheers.)

The toast of ““The Caterers,” Messrs. McGaw & Winnett, was then proposed
and heartily honoured. L

THE PRESS.

“The Press” was proposed by the chairman, and having been duly honoured
was responded to by

Mr. CreicHTON, M.P.P., who claimed that the proud position now occupied by
the Conservative party of Canada was largely due to the efforts of the Conservative
press. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) A portion of the Canadian press had pursued a
course inimical to the true interests of Canada; but, on the other hand, there
was a large and respectable portion of the Canadian press, viz., that supporting the
Conservative party, which had at heart the best interests of the country. (Cheers.)
Of the latter The Toronto Mail by right pied the fi t position as
the most progressive, enterprising, and enlightened newspaper in the Dominion.
(Hear, hear, and loud cheers.) Next to The Mail came the Conservative county
papers which had done much to accomplish the ends and objects of their party, and
which deserved to receive their hearty support. (Loud cheers.)

The toast of *“The Chairman” having been proposed by Sir John Macdonald
and very cordially honoured by the audience, the meeting then broke up with
cheers for the Queen, Sir John Macdonald and Mr. Meredith.






