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[ am glad to be here to join in this honour to our ch ieftain . " 'b y is it th at he holds
his proud posit ion 80 long in defiance of all oppos it ion 1 I will tell you why ! 1t is
because he is t.he youngest man in the Domini on. (Oheers .} I say he is the
youngest be caus e he is the most progressive ma n, modern in his Ideas an ti always
to the fore with such a policy of tr ue reform as is best sui ted to the progre ss of t he
present times. We kn ow "cry well th at in the old tim e when we went t 'l the office
of Mackenzie and asked for a change in the tariff when we sent the best men
that could be found in Cana da, they were not only repulsed and refused, but they
were act ual ly insul ted. But I kn ow tha t to-day the son of the hum blest citize n in
Canada can go to Sir J ohn Macdonald or to Sir Lecnard Tilley with his cause and
he will ha ve a fair heari ng. (Oh eers.} Anoth er reason of Sir J ohn's success is that
not only is he th e most progressive man in Canada, but h e kn ows how to gather
men around hi m in whom he can trust, and in whom the people can tr ust . Alexander
Mack enzie , whose name I always mention with a feeling of reveren ce an tI hono ur,
manag ed th e whole Government Messrs. Bl uke and Cart wright did not
stand by him as the y shou ld. ' B ut S1r J ohn kn ows that when a qu estion of pub lic
wor ks comes up he call tru st Sir H ector Lan govin ; when other qneetione come up
they can be dea'b with by his respectiv e collegues j Sir .fohn kn ows his men, an d that
if> one great r eason for his success. Sir Richard Cnrtw r ight said tha t th e Saskatche­
wan valley was only a h uge projection of the great Am eri can dese r t ; and it cost us
hundreds of thousands of dollars to cont radict that lie ab out our countr y ; and we
proved by experimental farm s al ong t he whole line of the Cana dian Pacltic railroad
th at th e country is capable of pr oducing the best wheat , and the largest quantity per
acre of any part of Canada (cheers) ; and in th e presence of my esteemed friend , )[1'.

Norquay, I will say tha t it is capabl e of prod ucing the best men in th e world.
(H ea r, hear, and loud cheers.) I am glad to be on this platform with the Premier
of Mani toba. La-t year the editors of some small country newspapers, th e eecre­
ta ries of small Gri t organizat ions, the secretaries of se-called agricultu ral clubs, who
would not know which end of a plough to hitch a horse to-{lallghte r)-ealled
th emselves th e rep resentat ives of th e fanners of Mant to ba But our good friend
Norquay calm ly , coolly and del iberately looked over the whole scene, and ha vinc
looked it over he said, v Never mind th e racke t the thing will come all rioht .n
( Hear, hear.} And to-day in Toront o he received a welcome of which an y"mau
might feel proud, I well remember the occas ion on wh ich I first met my honour­
ab le friend . It was at the open ing of a br anch railroad in th e Prairie Province,
and he was to driv e th e last spik e, an d, sir , when he took off his coat and wont at
th e bus iness in a t ru e workmanl ike manner I should have said th at he had done
noth ing but dr ive" last »plkes " his life, bt,er on in the day,
when he stood on a flat car an d delivered the opcnm g orat ion I fully mnde up my
mind th at he had devot ed his life to mak ing speeches from a flat car . (Cheer s and

As between the two parties :you ha ve par ty waftin g
the oli ve branch of pence be tween th e differen t provinces and saYlIlg we are all
Canadi ans and citizens of a common country . (Loud cheers.) Th e policy of the
Opposi tion has been exactly oppos ite, they have sought to array t he provinces
agai nst one another, to a rouse local enmities an d di ssenti ous. A" between the two
part ies no pa tr iotic Canadian can be long in choosing the one which is led by the
man in whose honour we have assembled to-night. Afte r again th anking the meet­
ing for the hon our they had done him, the speaker resumed his seat amid loud
applause .

Th e CIL\lR,rAN" then proposed " Tra de and Commerce," which was duly honoured.
MR. ROBERTH EXRY, Brantford , was called upon to r espond to this toast. He

said it afforded him gr eat pleasure as an humble member of th e great Cons ervat ive
party to be prese nt with those assembled from all parts of the Dominion to do
honour to our great leader , the Right Ho n. Sir -Iohn Macdonald , at th is magnificent
Ie monatrabion. It was no more than an expressio n of the opini on of a vast major ity
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of th e people of Canada to say that he congra t ula ted their gr eat leader upon the
honours confer red by her Majesty, honours worthily bestowed and honourably won.
(Ch eers .) H e hope d that he might be long spared to rul e over the destinies of
Can ada. He (Mr . H enr y) thanked the committee for associating his name with [he
toast of the trade and comm erce of this country. No one can deny but th at depree­
eion exists throughout the coun try at the presen t tim e. Bu t on the othe r han d he
was bold to say thu.t never had the commercial and manufacturing int erests of the
country been in a more prosperous condition th an dur ing the years between 1878
an d 1884. ( Hear, hear.} Allusion had bee n made to the great ben efit derived fro m
th e Na tional Policy, and he believe d th at the adop tion of t:hAt. policy was in the tr ue
inte rest of the people of Canada. H e concluded a short and forcible speech by
saying that in so far as Governm ents could legislate in the interests of t rade and
comme rce, those great inte rests were safe in th e hands of Sir J ohn Macdonald an d
the able an d painsta king ~linis l ers with whom he had sur rounded himself.
(Ch eer a. )

THE LADIES.

SESATOR TuR"SER, of Ha milton , in prop osing the toast of the ladies, said :­
Before proposin g the toas t pluced in my han ds, allo w me to congra tula te ou r right
honorable guest on his improv ed health, his splendi d for-ty year s record as a politici an
and his brillian t accumulation of Imperial honours-honours jus tly earned from 1: 11

Imperial as well as a Domini on point of view. John A. (1 like the good old name)
has b een mainly inst rumenta l in laying the foun dat ion of our Domin ion-the Gr eat
Brita in of the west , whose advancement in na t ional importance will ere long asto nish
Europe. (H ear, hear.} Compare th e United States before immi gra tion st ruck
thei r pra iries with wha t th ey are to-day , and ju dge for yourselves what the
Dominion will be in a. few decades hence, now tha t we ha ve not only gained
entrance to, but ha ve a railway through, prairies second to none in th e world
as to extent and fert ility, and a homes tead and lan d policy unequall ed in liber­
ality. The toast I have the honour to pr opose is The Ladies, only second in
importance poli tically , as well as socially , to the toast «f the evening . The
questio n of woman suffrag e has been mooted here as elsewhe re , I pr esume, so
far as the Dominion is concerned, without th eir conse nt . The y always 11ll \ ' O

bee n, are now, and will conti nue to be, a power in legislation , and I tru st will
110t willingly give up their qui et, persuasive powers or the pleasures of th e curtain
lecture in exchange for the donbtful honours pertaining to an election campaign .
Any Domini on govern ment having the confidence of th e ladies may com rol
Parliamen t , b ut th e te nure in office of an y admin ist rat ion with out their confiden ce
is not worth a week's pu rchase. Th e ladi es are now, and may they long con­
t inue to be 8 0 , the power beh ind the thro ne of our Dominion.

' V. R. M E RE DITR , QC. , )f.P.P. , on coming forward to respond to this tenet,
said :- Mr . May or and gentlemen, I do not kuo w why havi ng th e misfortune, if 1
way use tha t expression, to he a married man . I should be calle d upo n to respond to
this toast , for 1 am sure th at in such a gathering as this the re ate many young Cun­
eervatives who would gladly come forward to tak e my place. But when I am called
upon, I respond most heartily , and I do it perhaps not exactly upon the ground that
Mr. Turner has taken in moving the toast , in regard to the proposit ion tha t has
been made to the Dominion Pa rl iament for the admissi on of women to the fran­
chise. I do not kn ow whet he r th is measure will become law or not, bu t thi s I do
know, that the women of th is country exe rcise a most importa nt pa rt in contr olling
th e dcetduiea of this country , through the Intluencc they have over the ir husbands.
An d, as has alrea dy been said most eloquently to-night, if we ar e enti tl ed to ap peal
to the old men of the country, and to the young men, too, we are ent itled to appea l
to the moth ers and to the wives and dau ghters of this lan d in the in te rests of the
country. 1 shall not at this hou r detain you at any length, but I cann ot take my
seat withou t expressing the great gratifi catio n which it afforded me of seeing such a
gathering upon this platform of prominent men from all the different pro vinces of
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\he Domini on. \Ve kn ow wha t attempts have been made in the past to sprea d dig..
cord in the ran ks of the Conservat ive pa rty. W"e k Il OW that, in 1881,
when the Re form party went tu the count ry , with out a policy , and without a
platform , they return ed to tha t old cry which has been thei r battle cry of old,
the cry of F rench dom ination. And alt hough chey appealed strongly to section al
feeli ng, they were unable to sti r up the host ility of our people to thei r fellow cit i­
zona of Quebec. 1 was glad to hea r the words that fell from the lips of a forme r
P remier of Quebec, H on . J . A. Chaplcau. I reciprocate th e pat riotic sentiments
which he has uttered ill Jou r hearin g to-night, and ] believ e a vast majority of tho
people of Ontari o recfprccate lik ewise. Par ties are but a means to an end, and
1 bel ieve that it is the Conse rvat ive party by whose policy and principles
the int eres ts of this count ry ca ll be best advanced, and by which we can be consoli­
dated and bound togeth er as une people . I am willing for that to stay in the cold
shad es of Oppo sit ion, and even to submit to be driven fro m p ublic life alt ogeth er,
80 long as I can resi st any thin g ten din g to in troduce discord into the ran ks of this
great Confed era tion. (Ckecra. } Th e grea t No rth-West-has to be peopled ; an d un­
less we can fill it wit h populat ion I do not know what the fut ur e of that count ry will
be ; and the man who would do an yth ing to check its progress does a deed which
will milita te gr eatl y aga ins t th e people of this country. Largely by the poli cy of
the prese nt Govern ment we have bound the interests of the people by th e Canadian
Pacitic ra ilway. I n the pro vidence of God we have a great dut y to perform in th at
coun try. Th ere are mill ions of acres there to occup.r and ti ll. The destiny of this
country is a great one ; the Liberal -Conservative party understands what tha t des­
tiny is, wha t the giant energies of our people are , and they are willing to assist them
in this great work . (Cheers.) I say to the men and women of this country, put
your shoulders to th e wheel an d h eartily assist the party, whose pol icy is to de­
velop this country in th e present as well as the futur e. I believe that by adopting
the false and foolish cr ies of ot her men the result would be to put back th is coun ­
try at least fifty years in th e race of pr ogress. (Hear, hear and cheera. } To-n igh t
we have been demonst ra t ing th at con fidence in our part y and honouring our chief­
ta in ; the gre at thin g to be done is to accompl ish th e ends for which these par ti es
are created. I say to you th at when you go to your home s, warm with the en ­
th usiasm which has been created here, when the hour of bat tl e comes you should be
rea dy to go forth in bat tal ions like a well -t ra ined arm y, and if you do so you will
sweep the enemy from before you like a whirlw ind. (Loud and repeated checrs. )

Th e toast of "The Cate rers ," Me ssrs. McG aw & \ Yin net t, was then propos ed
and hear t ily honoured . '

THE PI\ESS.

H The Press" was proposed by th e chai rman , and having been duly honour ed
was responde d to by

1\11'. CREIGHTOY, M.P .P . , who claim ed th at the proud positi on now occupied by
th e Conse rvative part y of Canada was largely due to tile efforts of th e Conservat ive
press. (H ear , hear , and cheers.) A po-tion of the Canadian press had pursued a
course inimical to the tru e inte rests of Canada; but, on the oth er ha nd , there
was a larg e and respectable portion of the Canadian pr ess, viz. , that suppo rti ng the
Conservat ive part y, which had at heart the best in te rests of th e coun t ry . (Cheers. )
Of the lat te r The Toronto Ma il by right occupied the foremost position as
the most progressive , ente rp rising , and enlighte ned newspaper in the Dominion.
(Hear, hear, and loud cheers. ) Nex t to The Mail came th e Conserva t ive county
papers wh ich had done mu ch to accomp lish the en ds and obj ects of th eir party , and
....hich deserved to r eceive their heart y su pport , (Lo ud ch eera .)

Th e toast of " The Chairman" having been proposed by Sir J ohn Macdcna ld
and very cor diall y honoured by the audienc e, th e meeting th en broke up with
chee rs for the Que en , Sir John Macdo nald and 1\11'. Mered ith .




