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the twofold question whether Riel was so dangerous a
character that it would not do to leave him alive, and
whether the enmity to the Government which his execu-
tion would excite was so trifling that it could safely be
disregarded. e T ok TIT L
The execution of Riel, followed by the excitement
attending the outbreak of smallpox in Lower Canada, has
embittered the French population against the English
more than any other event of recent years. The estab-
lishment of friendly or even of tolerant relations between
the two races will now be extremely difficult, and without
such relations the lot of the Ministry, of whatever party,
will be one of endless perplexities.—New York Times.

THE EXECUTION OF RIEL.

Louis Riel, the leader of the Canadian Half-breed
rebellion, was hanged yesterday at Regina, North-west
Territory. He had been convicted of high treason, and
for that offense sentenced to death. During the weeks
that have elapsed since sentence was passed upon him the
Canadian people have been divided into two factions,
one clamoring for his blood and the other protesting
against his execution.

An appeal in Riel’s behalf was made to the English
government, but the Ministry refused to interfere, and
there has been a similar division of opinion in England.
In this country less interest has been felt in the case
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than the excitement over it manifested by some of our
newspapers would lead one to believe. Nevertheless, the
general feeling has been one of sympathy with the
condemned man.

This is due to no conviction that Riel was right, or
that his rebellion was justified, but to an aversion on the
part of Americans generally to the infliction of the death
penalty for political offenses. This man, who headed an
insurrection in a distant Canadian Provinece, which at no
time threatened the peace and safety of the Dominion, is
tried and hanged as a traitor. Contrast this with the
conduct of our own government which, at the close of a
great rebellion that threatened its very existence, made no
attempt to punish any of those who had taken up arms
against it.

The result in our case has been a gradual disappearance
of the passions of the civil war, and the turning of ninety-
nine hundredths of the governement’s recent enemies
into stanch and loyal supporters. The opposite conrse in
Canada will make Riel a martyr, and perpetuate and widen
the breach caused by his trial and conviction.

We fear that the Canadian governinent not only lacks

magnanimity, but political sagacity.— New York Star.

THE CANADIAN HANGING.

The Canadian Government has executed Riel on the

gallows. It ought not to have done so for two reasons.
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First, the Government, by its offer to settle with the
*rebels ” in the North-west Territory after the latter had
taken up arms, and by its admission that the IHalf-breed
residents had been wronged and were entitled to redress,
precluded itself from exacting the extreme penalty of the
law for the offense and made the hanging of the leader an
act of ernelty and tyranny. Next, because the mind of
the prisoner was evidently unhinged and no proper
examination was made to ascertain if he was morally
responsible for his acts.

The exccution was as impolitic as it was brutal.
There is every reason to suppose that the Government
feared the political resentment of that portion of the
population which clamored for Riel’s blood. Perhaps
it was thought that the “English” sentiment at home
would be offended if mercy should be shown to the victim.
But the anger of the I'rench portion of the Canadian
population is much more likely to be dangerous than the
bluster of those who would be satisfied with nothing less
than the poor creature’s death. It will be surprising if
the Government is not made in the end to see the folly-
of its course and to pay heavily for its blunder.

Riel's erime was of course one of a serious character,
against which a nation has the right to protect itself by
severe penalties. But a Government’s hands must he
clear of injustice and the offense be without justification
to warrant extreme measures in such a ease. If it had
not been admitted that the Ialf-breeds are serious and
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cruel wrong to complain of, and if Riel had been a man
of sound mind and vigorous intellect, the execution would
have been justifiable. As it is, it was a brutal and
revengeful act and an indication of cowardice and weak-
ness instead of an exhibition of firmness on the part of
the Government.—New York World.

CANADA REPUDIATES THE CRIME.

[ The Montreal Post, the representative organ of
the Irish element in the Provinee of Quebee, edited by
Mr. II. J. Cloran, whose talent is only surpassed by his
enlightened patriotism, has untiringly worked in the
good cause, and written, both before and after Riel’s
execution, some very remarkable articles, extracts from
which we should have liked to make more extensive if
our space was not necessarily limited.]

“Louis Riel, the leader of two rebellions raised in the
interest of justice and right, and on behalf of the oppress-
ed Half-breeds and pioneer settlers of the Canadian
North-west, was hanged this morning at Regina. He
bowed his head to the murderous manipulation of the
hangman with as much grace and fortitude as Sir John
and his colleagues submitted with cowardice and pusila-
- nimity to the blood-thirsty dictation of the Orange demon,
which has been seeking to destroy the chief of the Metis
during the past fifteen years. To the scandal of the
civilized world, and to the injury of the Canadian





