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A LEGAL MURDER.

Ev ery French Canadian will feel tha t a legal murder

has been done, and the execut ion will therefore tend to

increase the hostility which exists between this class of

the people and the other subjects of the Queen in Canada.

Th ere were real gr ievanccs behind th e upri sing which

Rid headed, and England could well afford to show a

little hu mani ty to the unfort unate Half-breed leader.­

Harifore! P ost.

THE EXECUTION OF RIE!.

Ri el met his fat e brav ely, without showing either

timidity or bra vado. His, demeanor will doutbl ess increase

the resen tm ent which his sentence has inspired not only

among the H alf-bre eds of the N orth-west, but among the

whole French population of Lower Canada. . .

Th e appea l to Ex ecutive clemency in Rid's case owed

all its fo rce to the consideration that the Government had

oppressed and outraged the people whose leader Riel

became. The rebellion came very near beiug ju stified

when the Government, ill consequence of it, took steps

to inquire into and redress the gr ievan ces of the set tlers,

which it liad not taken before the rebellion brok e out,

and which there is no reason to believe it would ever

have taken but for the rebellion. 'With thi s admission

made, the questiou for the Canad ian Government became
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the twofold question whether Riel was so dangerous a

characte r that it would not do to leave him alive, and

whether the enmity to the Gove rnment which his execu­

tion would excite was so tr ifling tha t it could safely be

disregarded.

The execution of R iel, followed by the excitement

atte nding the outbreak of smallpox in Lower Canada, has

embittered the French population against the E nglish

more th an auy other event of recent years. Th e estab­

lishment of friendly or even of tolerant relations betwee n

th e two races will now be ext remely difficult , and without

such relat ions the lot of the Minist ry, of whatever party,

will be one of endless perplexities.-N ew Y ork Times.

THE EXECUTION OF HIEL.

Louis Riel, the leader of the Canadian H alf-breed

rebellion, was hanged yesterday at Regina, No rth-west

Terri tory. He had been convicted of high treason, and

for that offense sentenced to death . D uring the weeks

th at ha ve elapsed since sentence was passed upon him the

Canadian people have been divided into two factions,

one elamoring for his blood and th e other protesting

against his execution .

An app eal in Ri el's behalf was made to the En glish

government, but the Mini stry ref used to interfe re, and

th ere has been a similar division of opinion in E ngland.

In this country less interest has been felt in th e case
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than the excitement over it manifested by some of our

newspapers would lead one to bel ieve, N cverthcless, the

general feeling has been one of sympathy with the

cond emn ed man .

This is due to no convict ion that Ri el was rig-ht, or

that his rebellion was ju stified, bu t to an aversion on th e

part of Am ericans generally to the inflicti on of th e death

pe nalty for political offenses. This man , who headed an

insurrecti on in a distant Canadian P rov ince, whi ch at no

time threatened thc peace and safety of the D omin ion, is

tried and hanged as a traito r. Cont rast this with th e

conduct of our own government which, at the close of a

great rebellion that threatened its very existence, made no

attempt to punish any of th ose who had taken up arms

again st it.

The result in our case has been a gradual disappcara nec

of the passions of th e civil war, and th e turning of ninety­

nine hundredths of th e governe mcn t's recent ene mies

into stanch and loyal supporters. The opposite course in

Canada will make Ri el a mar tyr, and perp etu ate and widen

the breach caused by his t r ial and conv ict ion.

1Ve fear that the Canadi an gov ernment not only lacks

magnanimity, but poli tical sagacity .- 1Yew 'Yorl: Star.

THE CANADIAN HANGING.

The Canadian Go vernme nt has executed R iel on th e

gallows. It onght not to have done so for two reasons.
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First, the Gove rnment, by its offer to sett le with the

., rebels " in th e N orth-west Territory afte r th e latter had

tak en np arms, and by its admission that th e Half-breed

residents had been wronged and were ent itled to redress,

preclud ed itself fr om exacting the ext reme penalty of the

law for the offense and made the hanging of th e leader an

act of cruelty and tyranny. K ext, because the mind of

th e prisonCl' was evidently unhinged and no prop er

examination was made to ascerta in if he was morally

res ponsible for his acts.

Th e execut ion was as impolitic as it was brutal.

Th ere is every reason to suppose that the Gove rnment

feared the political resentment of th at portion of the

popul ation which clamored fo r Rie l's blood. P erhaps

it was thought that the "English" sent iment at home

would be offended if mercy should be shown to the victim.

Bn t th e anger of the French port ion of the Canadian

population is much more likely to be dangerous than the

bluster of those who would be satisfied with nothing less

than the poor creat ure's death. It will be surprising if

the Gove rnment is not made in the end to see the folly­

of its course and to pay heavily for its blu nder.

Ri d's crime was of course one of a serious character,

against which a nati on has thc right to protect itself by

severe penalties. 13ut a Government's hands must he

clear of inju stice and the offcnsc be without justification

to warrant extre me measures in such a case. If it had

not been admitted that the H alf-breeds are serious and
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cruel wrong to complain of, and if Ri el had been a man

of sound mind and vigorous intellect, the execution would

have been justifiable. As it is, it was a brutal and

revengeful act and an indi cation of cowardice and weak­

ness instead of an exhibition of firmn ess on the part of

th e Govern ment.-New York TVorld.

CANADA REPUDIATES THE CRIME.

[ T he JJl ontreal Post, the representativ e organ of
th e Irish element in the P rovince of Quebec, edited by
Mr. H . J. Cloran, whose talent is only surpassed by his
enligh tened patriot ism, has untiringly work ed in the
good cause, and written, both befo re and after R iel's
execution, some very remarkable articles, ext racts f rom
which we should have lik ed to make more extensive if
our space was not necessarily limited.]

" Louis Ri el, the leader of two rebellions raised in th e

int erest of ju stice and righ t, and on behalf of the oppress­

ed Ha lf-breeds and pioneer set tle rs of the Canadian

N orth -west, was hanged this morning at R egina. H e

bowed his head to the mur derous manipulation of the

hangm an with as mu ch grace and fort it ude as Sir John

and his colleagues submitted with cowardice and pusila-

• nim ity to th e blood-thirsty dictation of the Orange demon,

which has been seeking to destroy the chief of the Metis

during the past fifteen years. To th e scandal of th e

civilized world, and to th e injury of th e Canadian




