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Music and Canadian I dentity
Student Handout 2: Songwriting Guide

. What isthe topic or theme of the song you will compose?

. What is your group’ s opinion about this issue?

. Why do you fed thisway? List facts and evidence to support your point of view.

. Beginto draft your song. Make surethat it clearly expresses you views and is backed up by
facts and evidence. Sometips:

a

b.

C.

d.

Writing song lyricsis similar to writing a poem.

Song lyrics can rhyme, but it is not necessary.

Y ou may decide to use the tune and rhythm of afamiliar song (e.g. “Three Blind
Mice”) and ssimply rewrite the lyrics.

A chorusreinforcing your opinion may be used repeatedly throughout the song.

. When the song is finished, you must design a cover for your sheet music. For guidance you
can look at the following sources:

Sheet Music from Canada’ s Past
URL: http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/sheetmusic/

Images Canada
URL: http://www.imagescanada.ca/

From Colony to Country: A Reader’s Guide to Canadian Military History
URL: http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/military/

Canadian War Museum
URL: http://www.civilization.ca/lmembrs/collect/col cwme.html
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Canada’ s Digital Collections
URL.: http://collections.ic.gc.ca/lE/SL _canadaatwar.asp#\W
National Archives of Canada
URL: http://www.archives.ca/




