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ABSTRACT 

In the contemporary American west many communities vie for (and share) 

public lands. This text studies one of these groups. Rock Crawlers, who are 

automotive enthusiasts that (re)construct their 4-wheel drive vehicles to pilot them 

over trails winding through these spaces. They enter these lands to enjoy their 

beauty, push their driving skills in an arduous terrain, and to seek refuge from 

negative attributes they believe are inherent to the urban milieu. These places- 

dubbed the "outbackn-are socially created. carved from their surrounding non-urban 

environment through the existence of mentally held 'maps." These maps. 

superimposed over the terrain like a blanket, are comprised of special outback 

locations such as challenges, aberrations in the terrain. or culturally-relevant 

historical sites. 

This text studies how these values are reflected through the form of the 4x4s 

used to venture into these ideologically laden outback places. Interaction with the 

landscape on a personal level engenders morphological reconfigurations in the 

vehicles, as drivers make them compatible with the harsh environments where they 

are used. Even aesthetic modifications-paint, chrome and accessories-to the 4x4s 

hinge on values concerning the nature and significance of the outback. 

Places so imbued with meaning necessitate special activities. This is 
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because they are liminal, or Other than the locations of normal daily life. Although 

outback lands are entered for ritual and recreation, they maintain their special nature 

through adhesion to strictly maintained and performed rules of 'off-road etiquette." 

As such, outback activities take on ritual status; they become more than play or 

diversion; they become a metaphor for life, showi-ng participants what it means to be 

productive members of one's family, social group. or society. 
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PREFACE 

In this work I attempt to provide a focused interpretive analysis of the 

perceptions the rock crawling community concerning their physical environment. My 

hypothesis is that traditional communally-held notions concerning non-urban 

landscapes are revealed through the material culture and social events (such as 

ritual, spectacle, and play) this automotive-based recreational group employs to 

interact with these places. Studying these cultural landscapes through an approach 

which is purposefully eclectic and interdisciplinary in -& theoretical scope, I show that 

the values and characteristics believed to exist in the desert and mountain terrains 

of the American West are revealed through modification and reengineering of the 

off-road vehicles Rack Crawling enthusiasts use to access these places. 

Traditionally conditioned perceptions of these physical environments are 

further revealed and bolstered through the structure of the group's social activities 

which take place within these culturally bounded locations. But before an in-depth 

discussion of the rock crawling community can continue, background data 

concerning this group, and myself as an ethnographer, is needed to provide a 

contextual framework for readers. 
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A THUMBNAIL SKETCH OF MY HISTORY AND RESEARCH 
WITH THE ROCK CRAWLING COMMUNITY 

A yellw-orange sun hangs high in the sky above a rock-strewn, ledge-filled. 

trail meandering through a southwestern American desert dotted with strangety- 

shaped rock formations. Fifteen Jeep-style vehicles, ' sitting tall above fat, heavily- 

beaded tires, slowly pull up to a five foot tall crumbling-rock ledge. Passengers get 

out of their 4x4s as the first vehicle in the line is negotiated into a position that 

enables it to climb straight-up the ledge. People holler jokes and supportive 

comments as the vehicle becomes nearly vertical. Its front tires slowly spin on the 

shifting rock at the top of the indine, searching for a grip. Finally the vehicle finds 

traction and heaves up and over the ledge. The driver of the next vehicle starts its 

motor and approaches the small precipice. This process is repeated until each 

vehicle climbs the ledge. Then the group moves on. 

The above scene is a common event on what is called a trail ride. 

Participants call themselves 'Rock Crawlers." This community is mostly comprised 

of urban rniddle-dass individuals. primarily male, who enjoy exploring the desert and 

mountain areas of the American West. They venture into these areas as a way to 

see beautiful country, escape the metropolitan world, and challenge their driving 

skills. The types of trails they frequent are not simple graded dirt roads. They have 

been described by group members as: 

Rocks. Boulders. Fortydegree inclines.. . .Much of the time, trail 

' This includes Broncos, Sarnurais, Landcruisers, and other short wheelbase 4x4's. 
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ground varies and is loose. Inclines and off-camber trails are very 
common. Water crossings are also frequent obstacles during 
rockcrawling. (Quinnell, 1997b, 28) 

4x4 vehicles play an important part in this community. They are the means 

for accessing and enjoying the places to which trails lead. As might be expected, 

for Rock Crawlers to complete a trail experience, more than a stock 4-wheel drive 

is required. The 4x4s these folks drive are heavily modified, rebuilt to perform in 

arduous, and often extreme, circumstances. There is a tradition concerning the 

creation of these vehicles, and builders conform to communally-based notions of 

acceptable vehicle forms. 

The areas that are accessed by the trails are called the "outback." The 

outback is more than a place of play or diversion. It is also a location for the 

community to meet, socialize, and to propagate the rules regarding the proper 

'etiquette" for outback behavior. These spaces are also locations for ritualized 

behavior. As such, the outback is a zone for cultural production. 

MY HISTORY WITH THE ROCK CRAWLING COMMUNITV 

I first became acquainted with 4-wheeling, and its many subgroups, during 

the early eighties. I had recently moved to Provo, Utah, from my home in Sudbury, 

Massachusetts-abut thirty miles west of Boston. I had relocated to attend Brigham 

Young University. Along with my new university lifestyle came new friends. At this 

time I met and befriended Quinn Mortensen, an avid off-roader. His interest in fixing- 
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up his current vehicle, a 1978 Ford Bronco. to explore the back country of central 

Utah intrigued me. 

Not tong after meeting Quinn, I began searching for a 4x4 of my own. 

Following the purchase of my first 4-wheel drive in 1986-a 1971 Ford Bronco-the 

motor-sport became my passion. Here was a way to challenge my driving skills 

while in beautiful and difficult terrain. These challenging drives plunged me deep 

into the back country of Utah. These were places that I already liked to go as a 

hiking, biking, and camping enthusiast. I also learned that off-roading is not a 

sofitary sport. Rather, it is conducive to social interaction, as most accomplished 

drivers rarely go alone. The dangers to both person and 4x4 spur serious drivers 

to venture onto difficult trails in groups. 

Searching for others with whom to go off-road, I quickly discovered that there 

are myriad off-road communities. each centering around different gestalts of the 

landscape, driving styles, and social expectations. Each group creates vehicles to 

suit its purposes. Learning of these different groups led me to hunt for the one that 

best suited my interests; I gravitated to the 'rock crawling" community. Here was a 

society who drove their vehicles on trails that took them into some of the most 

beautiful and solitary terntory in Utah (and other states). Many of the trails venturing 

into these locations are difficult enough that people on foot can hardly walk over 

them. The vehicles-built specifically to accomplish these driving feats-were 

modified to radical extents that held me in awe (fig: P. 1). Such explorations are a 

way of spending time in the company of family and friends, within social and 

ecological dynamics which differ from those of the urban centers where most 
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FIG: P.1 Stock 4x4s do not last h g  in such rugged terrain. Jim Cde's Jeep, heady  modified for this physical 
emironment. handles the trail with reiative ease. (Comesy Jim Cole) 

FIG: P.2 Vehicles are dwrfed as they drive below the painted and sculpted cliff% hung &it Creek trail. 



Preface ' xxiii 

participants live. 

I quickly fell in love with the desertscapes of southern Utah (fig: P-2). When 

attending rock crawling events in the painted deserts of this region-locations that 

look like scenery from a Roadrunner and Coyote cartoon-l was amazed at places 

that contrasted so much with my Massachusetts homeground. New England is lush 

and green; places are hedged-in, fecund with flora and fauna. The desert, by way 

of contrast, seemed at first to be expansive and lifeless. Yet, deeper inspection 

reveals a wealth of color and life: vibrant oranges, yellaws, ochres, and browns swirl 

through the stone formations. Plant and animal fife existed everywhere, I just had 

to look more clo~ely.~ 

As my interaction with the group became more extensive I moved Worn 

amateur to professional realms. From 1989 to 1994. and again in 1997, 1 helped 

others construct their own vehicles as an employee of Mountain West Off-Road 

Supply Inc. This shop specializes in modifying vehicles for the rigorous demands 

of this sport. These modifications include adding new suspensions, tires, wheels, 

and a host of 'bolt-onn additions, like bumpers, lights, and chrome accessories. My 

knowledge and ability did not occur overnight: I spent considerable time driving off- 

road, and years studying suspension characteristics, drive trains, and body designs. 

This is a process that all Rock Crawlers must undergo-at least for the vehicle type 

that they drive40 be competent. 

As a local Rock Crawler, I was contacted in the early 1990's by several other 

' David W. Teague notes that those not raised in desert climates often must 
cultivate or aquire a desert aesthetic (9 1 - 144 ). 
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members of the community who wanted to form a family-oriented rock crawling club. 

Their goal was to gather a community of femilies that could enjoy 4-wheeling as a 

group. They wanted to ensure that the group was comprised of responsible folk that 

would help prove that Rock Crawling is neither wild youngsters, nor harmful to the 

landscape. The group wanted to actively popularize images of off-roading that are 

different than the negative ones the general population often sees. 

Thus, I became a foundinglcharter member of the Lone Peak #-Wheelers. a 

group that are now known as some of the 'best equipped 4-wheeler-s in Utah" 

(comment. 1996 Jeep Safan). Learning of my background in art. members of the 

club asked me to design the dub logo that would appear on the members' vehicles, 

club attire, and club letterhead. As an active member. I voted on club policy 

regarding driving habits, membership requirements, and all other club business. I 

regularly attended the monthly meetings. I also lead the club's first official trail ride; 

this excursion traversed the Poison Spider Mesa trail, in southern Utah, during the 

Summer of 1993. 

I spent considerable time associating with the local 'big dogs." A 'big dog" 

is what Rock Crawlers call individuals recognized as leaden within the community. 

This leadership comes as a resutt of superia driving skill, quality vehicle modification 

practices. or years of exemplary experience within the group (fig: P.3). These 

individuals are often the best teachers because of their extensive seasoning. This 

multifaceted learning process is ongoing; othemise, I would lose touch with quickly 



FIG: P3 Jim Cole can be catled a "big dogn because he regulaj. n m z u e s  tough obstacles like this six-foot 
ledze. has years of experience exploring arduous trails. and uses a competent driving style. (Counesy Jim  ole) 

changing modification  procedure^.^ As a wrnmunrty member I have an in-depth 

knowledge of life within Rock Crawling culture; this knowledge informs my research. 

I have spent extensive time as a partitipankbserver, having been a member 

of at least twenty organized trail rides throughout central and southern Utah between 

1989 and 1996. 1 have participated in an even greater number of informal trail 

explorations since I started 4-wheeling in the midsighties In the Fall of 1990. 1 led 

a group of writers for an international off-road magazine on a trail ride through the 

mountains of central-Utah. I have been a regular participant at the Moab Easter 

' During the three years that I lived in St. John's, Newfoundland, I had to study 
hard to keep up with this rapidly changing body of knowledge. This study was 
accomplished by reading 4x4 magazines and talking to Wends back in Utah. My 1975 
Ford Bronco, a well-modified eye-catcher in 1994, is now technically obsolete in 1998. 
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FIG: PA Victor MoUer to cruss the Golden Crack in his Jeep CJ-7 during the Moab h z e r  Jeep SrrJbri. 
(Courtesy Victor Mokler. ) 

FIG: PS Victor continues across the Golden Crack (Courtesy Victor Mdder) 
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Jeep Safari-rock crawling culture's premier festival-for four years (1 992-1 994. 

1998) (figs: P.4, P.5). In 1996 1 attended the event purely as an ethnographer; my 

1975 Bronco was garaged in St. John's, Newfoundland. 

As a consultant at Mountain West Off-Road Supply Inc., I have associated 

with thousands of rock crawling enthusiasts from all over the mountain-west. This 

interaction afforded me keen insight into the values and beliefs motivating many 

individuals within the community. I have been able to see general vehicle 

construction trends (on a macro scale) as I helped individuals from Utah, Idaho, 

Colorado, Wyoming, and other western states prepare their rigs for the rigors of 

heavy trail riding. Yet I also frequently interacted on a personal (micro) basis with 

store regulars and Lone Peak club members. I lent a hand in the creation of many 

4x4s. several of which appear in the following pages. I know the builders of most 

of these vehicles, and the beliefs that have motivated their construction efforts- I 

have even spent weekend time with a wrench under some of these rigs. 

RESEARCH STRATEGY 

As an ethnographer, I feel that it is important to move beyond my personal 

enjoyment of rock crawling so this research will raise issues which transcend the 

western American rock crawling culture. Such efforts will help readers not 

connected with this group to contemplate issues and cultural dynamics which may 

affect their own lives or scholastic pursuits. And hopefully Rock Crawfers who read 
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this will find themselves thinking critically about their own culture. 

Because the fallawing project concerns Rock Crawlers and their relationship 

to the landscapes they explore, issues such as the separation and creation of 

special cultural places (mentally or physically) from their surrounding spaces are key 

issues. How this spatial separation is achieved, and what affect this process-and 

its accompanying locations of "cultural reproductionn-has upon a community. are 

unifying themes (Low, 67). 

This theme is influenced by the wok of several scholars who are conducting 

studies concerning the perception of place. Foremost in such research is Yi-Fu 

Tuan. His works. such as Topophilia and Space and Place, focus on experiential 

and cultural approaches to 'place" and are a mainstay for this work. His 'Language 

and the Making of P l a d  provided a starting point for investigating cultural locations 

as rhetorically constructed zones. I expanded these concepts with the findings of 

Keith Basso. His publications (1983, 1988, 1996) concerning language use, and its 

interconnectedness to the physical environment. which grew out of research with a 

group of Apache Indians, has been a bench mark in my quest to understand Rock 

Crawlers' mentally held back country maps. 

Studying cognitive maps simply cannot be done without Kent C. Ryden's 

Mapping the Invisible Landscape. This study, concerning the affect a regional 

environment has upon the creative aspects of a community. thoroughly reconfigured 

my understanding of the importance of both region and place to folk groups. I 

combined ideas gained from Ryden with those of Jay Appleton (1 990. 1996). 

Appleton's 'prospect-refugen theory furthered my understanding of the physical 
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environment as a location for several forms of escape. 

This work also investigates the assumption tacitly held among Rock Crawlers 

that outback locations are landscapes apart-or Other-from those in which they live 

their normal lives. Not only does this assumption influence activities occurring in 

these places, but the technology used to access them. The notion that a physical 

environment can profoundly affect the form of material culture created within its 

bounds is a cornerstone to this study. My approach to this topic has been influenced 

most powerfully by the scholarship of Henry Glassie, Mary Hufford. Michael Owen 

Jones, and Gerald L. Pocius. Glassie has published studies concerning object 

construction and form which are invaluable. His Folk Housing in Middle Virginia is 

a direct influence upon the approach and form that I chose for chapter 4 of this work. 

"Performance and Design in Rock Crawler Morphology." Yet. other publications by 

him, such as 'Folk Art" and 'Studymg Material Culture Today." have equally affected 

my approach to material manifestations of culture. 

Mary Hufford's studies concerning the material interaction between people 

and their environment in the Pinelands area of New Jersey were also of pivotal 

importance to this research (1985. 1986, 1990. 1992). Chapter 3 of this work, 

"Outback Terrain and Vehicle Form." was directly influenced by her publication 'One 

Reason God Made Trees: The Form and Ecology of the Bamegat Bay Sneekbox." 

Michael Owen Jones and Gerald Podus also had impact upon this work. 

Jones' publications (1 980. 1989, 1993) furthered my concepts regarding the process 

by which artisans shape and form their objects. Craftsman of the Cumberlands is 

a powerful study which initiated me into an understanding of the psycological 
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ramifications of the creative act. Gerald Pocius' A Place to Belong influences how 

I approach the notion of cultural places, and how these cultural tenets affect artistic 

expression. 

This research also investigates the affect of a physical environment upon 

forms of ntual and play. These performative dynamics are not unique to this group 

of off-roaders. They can. for instance, be found influencing objects other than 4x4s. 

such as homes. And the notion that ritual times and places become Other than a 

group's normal world is commonly believed to occur during such liminal activities. 

My approach to ritual and play has been primarily affected by several 

schoian. Roger Caillois (1 96 1 ) and his predecessor, Johan Huizinga (1 955). have 

both affected my understanding of the play dynamic. Their attempts to quantify and 

dissect play as a serious cultural expression are imperative to an understanding of 

play as a valid form of cultural production and exhibition. Clifford Geertz's 'Deep 

Play, Notes on A Balinese Cockfight," which focuses upon play as a means for 

performing and reifying the values of a culture, is equally important to my 

conceptualization of play. 

I was introduced to John Bale's work (1994) during the writing phase of my 

research. His unique approach to the relationship between myth and contemorary 

sportscapes, and to the assertion that sportscapes are cultural projections which 

affect life outside the sports sphere, forced me to reevaluate and rewrite entire 

portions of my work. 

Victor Tumefs research concerning liminafity is ubiquitous to ethnographic 

studies of ritual world wide. I have been most influenced by a short comparative 
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work on myth, ritual, and drama (1991). Seeing ritual as a phenomenon that 

expands into areas of life that may not be perceived as 'ritualisticw or even culturally 

important is important to my approacfi to the back country milieu as a cite of cultural 

reproduction. 

Understanding that I conducted this research while thinking of its applicability 

to other avenues of study is crucial. And readers must follow along with this in mind. 

For, unless a work stimulates us to reevaluate ourselves, our folk groups, and our 

research. it is but little use. Readers should also note that the work is divided into 

three basic study realms: (1) perceptions of the landscape. (2) material culture as 

a reaction to these perceptions, and (3) ritual and play as a consequence of these 

attitudes. Because material cutture and rituallplay grow from these beliefs, they also 

provide excellent ways to further explore these belief structures. Such concepts are 

important, and will be reiterated in the lntmduction. For now, however, I will briefly 

discuss my informant pool, and how the information base for this research was 

acquired. 

I turned to individuals that I knew from the Lone Peak #-Wheelers, regulars 

to Mountain West Off-Road (fig: P.6), and to associates that I knew through my 

experiences at the Moab Easter Jeep Safari. My choice for this informant base was 

logical for three reasons: (1) these individuals know and trust me; (2) I am familiar 

m h  this group through rock Mwling related activities; and (3) these individuals are 

easy to contact. In fact, upon first arriving in Utah-from St. John's, Newfoundland- 

for my fieldwork during April, 1 996, i went d i m  to Mountain West Off-Road Supply 
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Inc. I knew that I could contact many of my informants there right away. Wahin 

several hours I had met many of them. I even conducted several taped interviews 

FIG: P-6 The store-front of Mountain West O$R& Sup~& Inc. Bay doors for the shop are behbd the m e .  

in the office that I had occupied when previously working at that establishment. 

Between 1990 and 1997 1 conducted more than twenty-five tape-recorded 

interviews. Each of these hour to two hour sessions produced oral narratives and 

commentary, as well as details concerning vehicle modification strategies. These 

came from both seasoned veteran drivers and neophyte participants. Informants 

such as Victor Mokler, Randy Robinson. Albn Olsen. Matt Smith. Chip Brox, Berr 

Knight. Justin Rex, and others, discussed trails they had driven, vehicle 

modifications they have made (and plan to make). and answered questions I posed 
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as part of the interviews. Many produced pictures to illustrate the concepts they 

were discussing. One informant, David Jawis, even used topographic and U S .  

Forest S e ~ i c e  maps to detail trails and to note the challenging locations and spots 

where events he discussed had taken place. 

Informal discussions among Mountain West Off-Road Supply customers, at 

stops along trail rides. and during other instances of what Robert McCarf has termed 

'cultural scenes," have also provided material for this work (1 993, 72). Often such 

non-formal situations-like Lone Peak 4Wheelers' club meetings-produce the most 

illuminating inforrnation. Disctrssions freely move from topic to topic, offering myself 

as an ethnographer chances to see how issues are interconnected, and how 

individuals react differently to the subjects of discussion. 

It should not come as a surprise that one of the best sources for this type of 

information was the trail ride milieu itself. In at least eight instances, during the 

Easter Jeep Safari, I took notes while participating in Moab, Utah, area trail rides. 

These notes document inforrnation such as the numbers and ages of the 

participants, who leads the trail rides, interesting comments made by those in 

attendance, driving styles and habits, well modified vehicles, cultural taboos, 

breaches of these taboos, reactions to these infractions, games played during rest 

stops. and any other inforrnation which seemed germane to this research. 

Information has also been culled from trail joumals written by Ed lsaacson 

and Eugene Scofield. These journals comprise written accounts detailing trail rides 

they have taken. These personal accounts are often shared by the writers with their 



Preface * xxxiv 

friends and relatives as a way to relive off-road experiences. During my research 

in 1996, as I was meeting informants at Mountain West Off-Road Supply, Dan 

Wynkoop-the store owner-gave me a thick manilla envelope. He told me that 

"Docn Ed Isaacson, a local Rock Crawler, had dropped it off at the shop while I was 

temporarily away with another informant. The envelope had "Dr. Dave" written on 

the cover. Inside was a note explaining that Ed hoped sections of his trail journal 

and accompanying photographs, included in the envelope, would be helpful to my 

research. The photos of his family and Jeep during off-road excursions were 

excellent; the journal proved to be a treasure. It was a twenty-three page, single- 

spaced. account of the trail rides Ed and his family had travelled during the previous 

years. Excerpts from this journal appear throughout the following pages. One 

complete three page edition of Eugene's journal-replete with full-color pictures 

scanned in-appears in chapter five. 

Material from magazines aimed at off-road enthusiasts has also proven 

useful. These publications are: 4- Wheeler, Petersen's 4- Wheel & Off Road, 4x4 

Mechanix (now 4x4 PeHonnance), 4x4 Power, and #-Wheel Drive 8 Sport Utilrty 

Magazine (published specifically for Rock Crawlers, by Rock Crawlers). These 

magazines are excellent informational sources because the writers are off-roaders 

themselves. Therefore, they address issues of concern to off-roaders in general; 

frequently they focus upon issues specific to rock crawting. For instance, often trail 

ride reviews are published in magazines. These detail how to get to a trail, where 

to go while on the trail, sights that can be expected, ratings on how difficult the trail 



Preface ' xxxv 

is, and what modifications need to be made to a vehicle to complete the tide. Such 

information is priceless for studies concerning cultural perceptions of these places. 

New internet sites are opening for Rock Crawlers with increasing regularity. 

Attempting to use as many differing sources as possible, I have visited at least fifty 

of these. They are invaluable research tools. Some detail modifications to vehicles 

and why these changes are necessary. Photographs often accompany this 

inf~rmation.~ While allowing enthusiasts to 'show and tell" their 4x4's. it also 

provides viewers with new or different information they might not learn through their 

local networks. Other sites detail trails; these include inforrnation on what to bring 

for a trip and what modifications must be made to vehicles.= Photos even show the 

kind of vistas travellers can expect. This new technology is becoming a major 

networking format. Trail rides attended by people from many different states are 

often planned via web sites specifically originated to plan the event. 

I spotted Glenn Wakefield's radically modified Samurai while browsing 

through pictures at a Rock Crawler internet home page. Recognizing this rig from 

the 1996 Moab Easter Jeep S a f e  I sent him an e-mail. The message initiated a- 

mail conversations, information trading, and a series of question and answer 

sessions. A portion of my interviews with Vidor Mokler were also conducted through 

For a cite detailing the suspension and frame modifications to a 19664977 Ford 
Bronco. see: Hnp://rogue.no~hwest.com/-ultimatelnvb/visi~quinn htm. Another cite 
details dashboard modifications for the same style vehicle: HttpY/eelink.wnich.edui-p 
nowak/bronco/kentdashh htrnl- 

For a several of these evaluations, with pictures taken along the trails. visit: 
w n v .  off-road. corn. 
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the net. 

In an attempt to visually document as much of the rock crawling culture as 

possible, I have taken approximately six hundred photographs. The goal of these 

photos was to capture the material, as well as the social, aspects of this group. To 

accomplish this, photographs were made during trail rides in central Utah and on 

trails near Moab (in southern Utah), at dub meetings and parties. and while vehicles 

were being modified in shops or at private residences. I also made appointments to 

photograph vehicles during varying stages of their modification processes. 

Additional photos have documented the landscapes and trails through which Rock 

Crawlers travel. The resulting collection of photos was used for reference during the 

writing of this work, and many have been included within the following pages as 

visual information for readers. 

Additional photos have come from sources besides myself and the internet. 

During an interview with Dr. Jim Broadbent following the 1996 Jeep Safari Jim 

pulled out several photographs he and his son had taken- I was astounded by their 

ability to capture the harsh realities of the driving conditions common to rock 

crawling. Many-induding myself-take pictures of these experiences only to find 

that the prints rarely show how 'radical" the circumstances really were. I asked Jim 

if he could forward copies of several prints to Newfoundland for incorporation into 

my work. He made nearly one thousand available to me. Quinn Mortensen, Victor 

Mokler. Dan Wynkoop, Ed Isaacson, Mark Milner, Ken Harrison, Jeff Beach and 

others, have also kindly donated photos to this project. 

Vtsual information for this work also came by way of video tapes. Six hours 
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of home video filmed during trail rides in the Moab, Utah, area were provided to me 

by Dan Wynkoop. This tape represents more than Dan's work; it also wntains 

sequences from a few of his Californian acquaintances. Footage made by members 

of the Lone Peak 4-Wheelers was also included on the tape. For further video 

research. I purchased three professionally edited tapes from Sidekick Off Road 

Maps. Each of these documents a trail ride over one of western America's most 

difficult trails. Viewers get to see the vistas and challenges that can be expected on 

the featured trail. The tapes also detail what modifications must be made to a 

vehicle to complete the trails, and what camping gear and spare parts should be also 

taken. I also used a two hour video documentary of the 1992 Moab Easter Jeep 

Safari that was filmed and edited by Bear Creek Pmductions. Although this video 

documents more than one trail ride, it resembles those from Sidekick Off Road Maps 

in scope and content. 

The tapes were sources for watching and evaluating driving styles and 

techniques. Often, the tapes would capture drivers and their spotters discussing 

approaches to obstacles. Such instances reveal cultural notions of performance and 

responsibility which form the underlying tone of the trail ride experience. The tapes 

also provided conversations and other forms of group interaction which could be 

checked and re-checked while formulating approaches to the outback social 

dynamic. 

This dissertation, generated through a combination of the above-mentioned 

approaches and sources, is an attempt to elucidate the Western American Rock 
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Crawling community's perceptions of, and subsequent interaction with, the 

environment. Although hodge-podge, and even eclectic, this wide variety of sources 

will-l hope-provide readers with a well-rounded image of the Rock Crawling 

community. It is my hope that these pages will do more than educate readers. I 

have attempted to write a work that is also enjoyable to read. 



INTRODUCTION 

LIFE ON THE ROCKS 

The profoundest implications of human experience are never stated rationally, never with 
explicitness, but indirectly in what we agree to call art forms. rhythms, festivals, designs. melodies. 

objective symbolic substitutions. (Austin. 440) 

In the western United States, as in other regions of the country, more and 

more 4-wheel drive vehicles are appearing on the roads. Many can be seen as they 

are driven out of town with mountain bikes perched on their roofs. Others are used 

to tow boats or campers to special vacation spots. Still others are modified and 

used for exploring trails that wind through the mountain and desert areas extending 

through the west's spaces. There are multiple recreational 4-wheel drive based 

communities. 

For many, the term '4-wheeling" conjures images of trucks blasting through 

mud or pounding across rocky fields, like on television commercials. You may think 

of super-tall monster trucks with mega-engines-like Bigfoot-vaulting over cars in 

stadiums. However, there is another kind of 4-wheeling that is less well known. 

This is Rock Crawling, a form of off-roading that involves creeping over extreme 

territory at speeds rarely exceeding five to ten miles-per-hour. The trails these 

enthusiasts travel are rough. Driving along them has been referred to as 'climbing 
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over boulders as tall as your hood, straddling ravines deep enough to swallow your 

rig, and working your way up rocky steps and ledgesw (DeLong, 1997.48). 

Rock Crawlers-that is what members of this community call themselves-can 

trace the history of their culture back to World War II- Prior to the war, the United 

States military still relied primarily upon horses for moving people and heavy 

equipment to and from battlefields. But as the war flared, military leaders decided 

that the horse was no longer an appropriate form of locomotive power (Farquhar. 

Holder & Wescott, 12). A motorized, yet nimble, vehicle was needed to help fight 

in the new mechanized age of war. 

This decision resulted in a flurry of creative approaches to transportation 

systems. Eventually. a small, light vehicle which came to be called a 'Jeep," was 

created. The inlial Jeep designs came from several companies. They were similar 

in that each of the vehicles were relatively small, light weight, could manover in 

rough terrain, and most important, they had four wheel drive. This combination 

resulted in vehicles that excelled in the arduous conditions ubiquitous to the military 

milieu. 

After the war, many returning soldiers from rural areas purchased surplus war 

Jeeps, realizing their worth as work vehicles. In fact, photos occasionally appear 

which show them with farm machinery-such as hay balers or plows crudely attached 

to their frames. It was not long before a civilian model-the CJ2A-was marketed to 

the masses. This 4x4, like its military pradecessor, found its way primarily onto rural 

farms. 

Owners of the little 4x4s (they were much smaller than today's Jeeps) soon 
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realized that their value was not relegated solely to drudgery in the fields. In the late 

50s. as recreational cultures evolved in America. the uses for Jeeps expanded. 

Owners not only used their machines for sod busting, but to test their own abilities 

as drivers in difficult terrains common to their region. Many purchased them solely 

for their recreational beneftts. Realizing this new market, companies made sure that 

other vehicles such as Broncos, Soouts, Jeep Grand Wagoneers. Land Rovers, and 

Toyota Landcruisers were produced to fill the demand. Recreationalists came to 

have a wide variety of choices as they prepared to explore. 

At this point, vehicle modifications were relegated primarily tc those few 

improvements that people could make at home. Most of these consisted of racks 

or brackets to carry camping gear and spare parts. Then, in the late 60s. 

enthusiasts began opening shops specializing in off-raad oriented suspensions, tires, 

and lights. Vehicles were no longer limited to factory original heights or tire sizes. 

The types and difficulty of the terrain people accessed changed dramatically. Now 

4x4s could attempt much more difficutt trails. This enabled drivers to go farther from 

urban centers. 

Over the years specialty equipment has become increasingly technical. In the 

60s enthusiasts were content with a few inches of increased vehicle height, slightly 

taller tires, and any light that was brighter than a stock headlight. Now, in the 90s, 

vehicle suspensions not only range from conservative height increases like 2 inches, 

but to radical heights, like 12 inches. Tires now exist to perfbrrn better than stock 

units in a plethora of extremely specific environmental milieus. Lights have also 

been created to perform in a host of situations. 
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In different sections of the country, regional terrains gradually sprouted 

ing types of off-roading pursuits. For instance, in Louisianna the swampy 

terrain gave rise to groups dedicated to 'boggingn through the deep waters and muck 

that is common to that area. In the western states, such as Utah, folks spent time 

dim bing over and through boulder-strewn deserts. As would be expected, regional 

differences in the physical environment affeds the culture of the people building and 

driving these 4x4s. Both the form of the vehicles used to access these places and 

the attitudes and driving styles of these people are quite disparate from one region 

to another. 

Due to the rocky terrain common to the western deserts, Rock Crawling 

evolved in this region. As increasing numbers of people gravitated to the sport, 

clubs have arose. Many clubs have, and continue to, sponsor off-roading events; 

for instance, the Red Rock 4-Wheelers, in Moab. Utah, have been a long-time 

sponsor of the Red Rock #-Wheelers' Moab Easter Jeep Safari. Such meets 

continue to offer and promote driving and socializing today. 

Despite its World War I1 origins, rock crawling seems to have moved away 

from a military ethos. Rather than the rigorous competition which drives militaristic 

pursuits, rock crawling thrives on a notion that the 4x4 'vehicle allows people to be 

different; it allows people to take off from the asphalt of the urban jungle and explore 

the most rugged countryside far from the madding crowd. Or at least it offers that 

potential, that chance to dreamw (Fryatt & Scott. 14). 

Rock Crawlen venture into the desert and mountain areas ubiquitous to the 

west as places of retreat. This behavior gives participants the chance to 
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'turn ... attention away from the 'Ordinary' world" in which they live their normal lives 

(Hufford, 1992, 7). Rarely going alone, drivers, their families, and friends progress 

along trails winding through areas they dub 'the outback." Outback locations are 

culturally created "enclaves" of great importance (8).  Mentally bounded from their 

surrounding territory, they are maintained as locations for highly ritualized play. 

Members work from the assumption that activities taking place in the outback not 

only affect one's membership within the community, but also positively affect one's 

productivity as a member of society in general. 

With the outback playing such a pivotal role for communal cohesion and 

structure, it is understandable that material culture is also affected by the 

perceptions and involvement with these places (Ryden, 73). The vehicles used for 

trail access easily exemplify this dynamic. Their morphologies (or their structural 

formulations) fit them precisely to the outback milieu that their builders favor. As 

such, many 4x4's "speak" of the places they are taken. Essentially, the vehicles are 

physical representations of their builders/drivers interaction, mental and physical, 

with the special places known as the outback.' 

As an ethnographer. I have been intrigued by the power of the outback. I was 

interested in studying a place imbued with the power to transform individuals and. 

in turn, the objects they use. Why are these zones so important? What do they 

mean? How do they become so? By what process do they exert their power over 

the people and vehicles that venture through them? These questions are poignant 

: For more on objects as representations of their builders/users perceptions and 
values. see: Upton, 199 1 ,  156-69. 
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to me, not solely due to my ethnographic training but also because I, myself. am a 

Rock Crawler. 

In the broader scheme of things, these questions are pertinent because 

Rock Crawlers are part of a web comprising multiple communities currently utilizing 

technology to access the landscape. That is, other communities have their own 

gestalts concerning access and use of the same locations. As such, this research 

is a means for discussing concerns that are rapidly becoming tender spots in the 

North American (especially Western United States) "naturen6riented ideological and 

political spheres. In a climate with escalating concern over the health of wilderness 

spaces, land usage issues confronting Rock Crawlers also affect the activities and 

values of myriad other ~rnmunit ies.~ 

The increasing popularity of outdoor leisure activities is currently forcing rock 

climbers, mountain bikers, campers, hunters, snowmobilers, the boating community, 

and others to face the irony that they are utilizing potentially harmful equipment to 

access outdoor landscapes as a means of escaping the urban world created by our 

technological age. Many are now asking if humans can interact in a sensitive way 

with the wilderness. Rock Crawlers have some cultural safeguards built into their 

outback behavior that could serve as examples of how awareness to this potential 

problem can change the ways in which people act while in these spaces. 

The Rock Crawling community, then. can become a means for examining 

- For an excellent discussion of the tensions existing between the need to protect 
our environment while also enjoying it, see: "Canadian Park: Re-imagining the Land- 
Forever Wild?" 
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perspectives of the landscape. access to these spaces, and the affect of these 

places upon those venturing there. These are factors common to many groups 

utilizing outdoor locations. As such. I have attempted to create a study that looks 

at these issues in ways that encourage readers to expand their knowledge of these 

issues into the diverse spheres of the groups to which they belong. 

OVERVIEW OF THE PRACTICES OF THE 
ROCK CRAWLING COMMUNITY 

It is believed by Rock Crawlers that the sport's evolution can be traced to 

W. W.fl GIs, who became enamoured with the go-anywhere vehicles they used 

during the war. Once home, veterans tested the abilities of surplus military Jeeps 

on their local terrains. The motorsport quickly progressed to where stock 

(unmodified) vehicles no longer provided the growing communrty with the mechanical 

abilities needed for manouvering in the driving conditions they enjoyed. As groups 

built rigs suited to the environments they frequented, different 4x4 communities 

evolved. Rock Crawlers, as noted, frequent rugged mountain or desert locations. 

The cliche that 'necessity is the mother of invention" best describes Rock 

Crawlers, as it was not long before they were 'fabricating," or custom-building, the 

modifications needed to answer challenges the outback extremes provided. Now, 

the modification of one's rig is not only necessitated by the landscape. but also has 

become a communal expectation. It is a means for expressing one's personal 
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relationship with the land.3 

While within the outback, driving expectations vary considerably frorn those ' 

of the daily milieu. Trails represent more than rutted or worn paths. Drivers, like 

other recreationalists, seek 'a variety of elements" and extremes that push their 

driving skills-and the abilities of their vehicles-to the utmost limit (Bale, 126). This 

means that most trails are routinely so difficult that they absorb every ounce of the 

participants' concentration and energy to master them (fig: 1.1). 

Many of the trails have ledges that must be scaled or descended. These 

ledges are called 'drop-offs," or "waterfalls." regardless of the presence or lack of 

water. Many are greater than six feet in height and climbing them can place vehicles 

at angles of sixty degrees or more. Occasionally a 4x4 "sits" on its fmnt or rear 

bumper. In such instances the vehide literally balances on that bumper--sometimes 

with no tires on the ground-hanging for seconds that seem like hours, before settling 

back onto all of its tires. Although not intended, such instances do occur, and 

occasionaily end in the disaster of a rolled machine- 

Other trails literally climb over fields of boulders ranging in size frorn two to 

ten feet in height. Vehicles plunge at offamber angles, seemingly ready to roll at 

any second. Large crevices and cracks regularly appear in trails (fig: 1.2). These 

must be traversed or straddled. Some trails necessitate the constant use of 

winches-mou nted to the vehicles-to pull them over seemingly insurmountable 

obstacles. Progress in these situations is not measured in miles-per-hour, but in 

For more concerning vehicles as personal expression, see: Jo Mueller, 10-37. 
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FIG: 1.1 Jim Cole gets some help in a tough spot 6rom fellow trail ride participants. (Courtesy Jim Cole) 

FIG: I 2  Jeff Drxon crosses the Golden Crack on the Golden Spike Pail. (Courtesy Dan Wesyynkoop) ' 



Introduction ' 9 

feet per-hou r. 

But all trails are not dry. Many have river crossings. Swollen by melting 

mountain snow, rivers can reach heights that would swallow a normal car. Drivers 

attempting these must be careful that such crossings are not too deep, or that the 

current is not too swift Some crossings are so deep that water seeps in through the 

door wells, flooding the vehicle's floor-boards. If the same trail were traversed in the 

winter, drivers would concentrate on climbing through deep snow. During some 

rides over wintery mountain passes, vehicles have had snow push up over their 

hoods as they moved along. 

Obviously, 4x4s used for such endeavors are far from their stock, factory 

original, fom. And hours upon hours are spent building and prepping them for their 

outback performance. Vidor Mokler, owner of a well-modified Jeep CJ-7, noted that 

he spends at least four hours of each week working on his Jeep (511997). He 

seems to be within the community median. 

Most vehicle owners do as much of the work to their vehicle as their abilities 

enable. The amount and difficulty of this work varies widely among drivers. For 

instance, Victor does 'about seventyfive percent of the work on [his] Jeepn 

(511 3/1997). These modifications and maintenance often occur in one's garage: "I 

do all my work there. Except for the stuff I have to fix on the trail, that isn (Victor 

Mokler. 5/13/1997). It is not unusual for a Rock Crawler to rent a storage unit 

specially for working on their 4x4. All the work that can be competently done is 

carried out at these locations. 

Others, like Jim Broadbent, do less of the physical wok on their machine. He 
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usually plans the modifications to his rig, but has specialists actually undertake the 

work. Drivers 'farm-out" to specialists what cannot be done at home due to a lack 

of ability or specialized tools (fig: 1.3). Although another person may be doing the 

actual wwk, the vehide owner is usually involved with the specialist in the planning 

(and even building) stages. Being 'hands-on" is key: 

FIG: U David Mosher, mechanic at Momrain West 0H-RWd9 prepares Jim Broadbent's Jeep for rugged off-road 
usage on the Dakota Challenge Pails in South Dakota 

I do all the body work and painting, all the electrical work etcetera. 
The engine will be built by a machine shop, and I have the drnentials 
and gear work and welding done by a shop. I purchase most parts 
pre-made rather than fabricating things myself.. .That's not to say that 
I don't make things myself, but most of the stuff I buy. (Victor Mokler. 
5/13/1997, italics added) 

It is not uncommon for vehide builders to 'help* in shops alongside the 

specialists. checking the work or discussing the outcome of a given change. 
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Modifications not meeting rigid specifications are redone. Since heavy stresses are 

routinely placed on the vehides, they are built to exacting tolerances or they cannot 

be relied upon. 

Building the vehicles often becomes a social event. Friends and collegues 

congregate to assist or talk as the work progresses (fig: 1.4). 'I. ..do the real heavy 

work at my fnend's house. in his garagen (Viior Mdtler, 511 3/1997). From planning 

stages to completion and usage on the trail, the 4x4's are a locus for group 

interaction. Rarely are individuals seen working on their vehicle alone. As such, 

the 4x4s become zones for socializing. 

A [building) project ... is great fun if you like endless hours of 
comparing, exchanging, and arguing ideas and experiences around 
the campfire or in the garage. Oh yeah, you had better like your 
garage, because it will likely become the place where your mail will be 
forwarded and meals eaten. (Werkmeister, 1997, 38, italics added) 

As the group becomes involved in work or discussion, the 4x4 becomes the focus 

for an enclave of escape from the mundane world (Hufford, 1992, 8). 

But despite friends helping and work done at home, these vehicles do not 

come cheap. Serious rock crawling machines can be expected to cost at least 

fifteen to twenty thousand dollars. And many cost much more: 

[Dennis] Noes'. . .vehicle modifications were done specifically for off- 
highway travel. And although he spent approximately S5.000 outfitting 
his vehide, he classifies himself as only mid-level enthusiast. 'Hard- 
core 4-wheelers spend as much as %40,000 just accessorizing their 
vehides," he says. 'And that doesnt indude what they spend on the 
purchase of the vehicle itself." ( M a  Vaughn, 16) 

It is not unusual to see units that cost between fifty and one hundred-thousand 
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FIG: 1.4 During the Summer of 1997, David Mosher (left), Qumn Monensen (right), and Datld Jan& (above), 
helped the author innall a new motor in his 1 9 7  Ford Bronco. Such group efforts &e corn= 

dollars on trails these days.' Most vehicles are not the result of a single modification 

spree entailing these funds. Rather, they are the result of years and years of 

constant refining and rebuilding. Each 4x4 is the outcome of years of research and 

testing. Their owners know them as intimately as they know themselves. They have 

to; in many cases their personal safety on outback challenges relies upon this 

connection. 

Rock crawling requires a high level of commitment fmm its adherents. In fact, 

many note this commitment to the off-roading lifestyle by saying that rock crawling 

Concerning rock crawling rig construction, AIfieda D. Vaughn observes: 
-'Money appears to be no object to off-highway consumers. The average person spends 
S3.010 each year for specialty equipment-..in connection with what some sources deem a 
"I i festyle" rather than a mere leisure-time pursuit" ( 1  6) .  
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is a 'religi~n."~ Religion or not, rock crawling requires considerable time, and its 

activities reflect and affect the world view and values of those involved. 

MECHANICS OF THE PRESENTATION 

It is important to discuss the presentation mechanics. Readers should note 

that the meaning of rock crawler vanes, depending upon its context. Since members 

of the rock crawling community refer to themselves, and their vehicles, by the same 

name, I do likewise. To avoid confusion, the people are designated as Rock 

Crawlers, while the vehicles are signified as m c k  crawlers. The vehicles are also 

referred to as: vehicles, 4x4s, and rigs. These terms are used as synonyms for rock 

crawler by the wmmuntty; I use these expressions similarly. The terms outback and 

back country are used alternatively throughout the text, and carry essentially the 

same connotation for members of the community. 

Rock Crawler and off-mader, however, are not used synonymously. Off- 

roader is a generic term, referring to all communities utilizing 4-wheel drive vehicles 

to interact with their physical environment. (The t e n  Cwheeler carries essentially 

the same meaning as off-roader.) Rock Crawlers are merely one of these many 

groups. This distinction, although not always used in such a clear-cut fashion by 

Rock Crawlers, is the only way I can rhetorically distinguish between these groups 

Bale has commented on the 'almost quasi-religious or spiritual significance" of 
sportscapes and sport related materials ( 120). 
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in the body of this work without resorting to extensive explanations each time I use 

a term. 

I have tried to use terminology common to the group whenever possible. This 

informs readers of the rock crawling lexicon, and provides a richer view of the 

communrty, how they speak, and how they interact. In many places a full description 

of the term-within the text-would break the rhetorical flow. Thus, some terms. if 

used rarely within the text, will be described with a footnote. If the tern is a 

recurrent one. it will be highlighted with bold print followed by an asterisk (bold*). 

This indicates that a full description can be found in the Glossary. 

During transcribed interviews I followed a few conventions. Italicized sections 

(italics) indicate that the speaker has placed emphasis on that word or phrase. 

Ellipses (.. .) indicate that a false start or extraneous section of discourse has been 

eliminated. And double hyphens (-) indicate a pause in the speech flow, or a 

change of thought in mid-sentence. All other standard writing conventions have 

been retained. For instance, language usage has been transcribed according to 

accepted spelling conventions (ex: 'bout = about). 

Maps are a necessary for considering the landscape. Several appear in 

chapters throughout this work; each deals with issues specific to the discussion at 

hand. Addressed in these maps are: trail locations. places on specific trails. and 

routes taken to access trails. At the forepart of this work, following this introduction, 

are two maps: Frontice map I and Fmntke map 2. Frontice map 1 (F map 1 ) 

illustrates some of the important trails in the western states. Frontice map 2 (F map 
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2) details the locations of trails specific to the Moab, Utah, area. Trails appearing 

on these maps are discussed throughout this work, and readers will be directed to 

use the maps as references when these trails are noted. 

Readers will notice that the vast majority of my informants are post 

adolescent males. This is because Rock Crawlers are primarily males. Although 

they come from all age strata, "the[ir] average age is 37.9 years" (Alffeda Vaughn, 

1 7). Using surveys made by the Specialty Equipment Manufacturers Association 

(SEMA), Alfreda Vaughn, editor of Tmck Accessory News: Products and Trends for 

ARennarket RetailemY6 compiled the following statistics about the ages of Rock 

Crawlers: "21.3 percent are 41 to 50 years old; 19.2 percent, 25 years old or 

younger; 1 5.5 percent, 51 to 65 years old and 1 3.6 percent, 36 to 40 years old" (1 7). 

Despite the preponderance of males, Rock Crawlers believe that theirs is a 

family-based automotive sport; that is, families regularly venture into the back 

country, not solo individuals. It should also be noted that there is a growing 

contingent of active female drivers. Nevertheless, the trail ride scenario is still 

predominantly a male milieu. Although many women thoroughly enjoy the outback. 

Truck Accesson News is a trade magazine aimed specifically at retailers of 
aftermarket accessories for light-duty trucks (pick up trucks), sport utility vehicles 
( Broncos and Blazers etc), and recreational vehicles (Jeeps, Sarnurais etc). 

- The landscapes these individuals travel "may be regarded as highly 
masculinized in the sense that while claiming to be 'the norm' they have [had] a long 
tradition of excluding or ignoring women." This is now changing. However, '*the 
relative underpopuiation of this landscape by women results less from their active 
opposition to incorporation into an activity dominated by men than from the widespread 
view that [this milieu] is still basically a masculine activity" (Bale, 7).  For comments 
concerning ~~ecornasculinism." or the "masculine challenge to the emphatic relationship 
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their sense of these spaces tends not to be as vehicle-centered as is the male 

per~eption.~ For instance, most of the vehicles are built, driven, and maintained by 

men. Many women, on the other hand, note: 'I get out often and watch ... l also look 

at plants and animals. I enjoy that as much, if not more, than riding in the actual 

vehicle" (Becci Neal, 2/26/1997). 

The male vehicle-centered approach to the outback seems to support the 

notion that such places 'provide both a playground and a testing ground for male 

prowess" (OIBrien. 173).' The difference in how the landscape is appreciated is 

further evinced by the fact that Mountain West Off-Road Supply. the location for 

much of my networking and research, has a clientele composed almost entirely of 

men. The bulk of this work, then, deals primarily with male values and perceptions. 

The study is organized into three distinct thematic spheres which are crucial 

for elucidating Rock Crawlers' landscape perceptions: (1) Values and Belief: 

Perceiving the Land, (2) The Vehicles: Traveming Lhe Land, and (3)  

Communitas: Celebrating the Land. Each of these spheres is discussed within 

its own section; these -ens are in turn subdivided, each containing two chapten. 

The conclusion discusses the significant issues each section i a i ~ s  in regards to 

interaction within cultural landscapes. 

- - - - 

with nature," see: Bale, 133. 

- This perception could also be due to the fact that "very often the car remains a 
male preserve'. (Jean Baudrillard. 68). 

See also: Cook, 2 13-29. 
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VALUES AND BELIEF: PERCEIVING THE LAND 

What motivates individuals to drive expensive and time consuming vehicles 

on such extreme trails? Section one details how the rock crawling community 

perceives the physical en~ironment.'~ That is, these landscapes are discussed as 

culturally constructed places. Such perceptions are the result of-and result in- 

specific 'cognitive and image basedn processes (Rapport, 1 29). Chapter one, 

en titled The West: A Symbolic Landscape, elucidates the Rock Crawling 

community by locating their place as one of the myriad communities valuing the 

Western landscapes. To discuss this social milieu, these communities are divided 

into three traditional spheres: extraction groups, preservationist groups, and 

recreational groups. These spheres are classified according to the values and 

importance each set places upon the landscape. 

Extraction-based communities value the land for its useabfe resources, 

preservationists attempt to protect these spaces, while recreationalists seek these 

places for their sport-related benefits. Rock Crawlers are one group among the host 

of recreational cultures seeking access to these places, which are often physically 

and perceptually distanced from the urban sphere. As with many other recreational 

communities, this group favors these lands because of the tripartite benefits that 

they offer: prospect, refuge, and hazard (Bale. 122; Appleton, 1990. 25-6). 

Prospect refers to aesthetically appealing views provided by the land. As 

- - 
- - For a booblength study of the landscape as perception and construct, see: John 

Brinckerhoff Jackson 's Dlscoverhg the i.'ernuctrlur Londscupe. 
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such. recreational pursuits within these places is motivated and enhanced by an 

appreciation of these panoramas (Appleton, 1996, 262). Refuge is fostered by a 

place's ability to provide sensations of shelter or escape, primarily emotional for this 

discussion. That is, the land is seen as Other, a deliverance from the work-a-day 

world (VVilson. 19-51). Hazard refers to the possibility for danger or thrill presented 

through encounters with the land. Examples of this "sensation ... are provided by 

[activities such as] screaming as loud as one can [while] racing downhill. and 

tobogganing;" other activities such as mountain biking, white water rafting, and even 

rock crawling also exemplify the quest for hazard (Caillois, 24)- 

These lands, seen as important to the very existence of the Rock Crawling 

community, are contested spaces. As such, they must vie for the ability-and 

sometimes the right-to access these places. Due to the confrontational nature of 

the desert and mountain places Rock Crawlers value, their relations with other 

communities who also esteem these locations are often strained. This tense social 

milieu is a direct result of the dashing ideologies mnceming the value and character 

imparted to the landscape. This conflict in turn affects how Rock Crawlers interact 

with the land. and what they see as the future of their way of life. 

Chapter two, entitled Designaing and Using the Oulbock, studies how the 

outback is bounded and separated as a special place through cognitive, or mentally- 

held, maps (Downs & Stea, 6-7; Francaviglia, VI). These maps are composed and 

delineated through culturally-specific names (Basso, 1983, 24; Basso, 1988, 102; 

Cronon, 65-6). Although such names may not appear on topographic maps, and 

may not be relevant to the general public, they are of supreme importance to those 
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using them. They conjure histories, vistas. 'important themesw and specific 

challenges to those familiar with them (Ryden. 1 15). This process creates culturally- 

specific places where none may have existed before (Casey, 14). 

A passion for both these cultural places, and vehicles which are potentially 

damaging to them, causes pressure from within the group. Often these ideologies 

come into conflict with each other. eliciting specific behavior-modifying activities 

within the community that mediate these inevitable clashes. These actions are 

designed to "protectw the land; yet they have often become means unto themselves. 

THE VEHICLES: TRAVERSING THE LAND 

Chapter three, entitled The Impact of Terrain Upon Vehicle Form, 

investigates how a 'two way interactionw with the outback affects (Rapport, 130), 

and is reflected and buttressed through, material aspects of the rock crawling culture 

(Moore, 36; Hufford. 1990, 49; Ryden, 73).11 'Creation entails use." thus vehicle 

modifications are direct reactions to attitudes and experiences involving these 

places; practical and mythical values concerning back country provide the impetus 

for vehicle modification (Glassie. 1 99 1, 259). l2 

. . 
- - Steven Lubar has noted: "Objects are cultural artifacts, shaped by the society 

that uses them. They form the boundaries between us and the natural world we inhabit. 
They mediate our experience of our environment ... They do this not as ...pa ssive 
intermediaries but rather as agents, always creating the world anew .... Objects change the 
world. and we constantly rediscover and redefine the world through objects" ( 197). 

: - See atso: Hufford, l990,42-4. 
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Practical values influence construction in myriad ways (Pye. 1967. 46-53); not 

only are suspension changes and tire tread designs dictated by the realities of the 

land, so are body modifications such as wheel well shapes. Yet. mythologised 

perceptions of the wilderness also affect these modifications. as well as other 

components, like the usage of chrome. and paint job colors and schemes (Poulsen. 

10). As products of this dynamic involving the outback, rock crawlers are "not only 

in context: context is in [them]" (Glassie. 1991. 260). 

Chapter four, entitled Performance and Design in Rock Crawler 

Morphology, discusses how the creation of a praiseworthy vehicle not only signifies 

mastery of a "build-upn13 grammar. or 'mental dialecticw (Glassie, 1975. 17). 

determined by the group, but asserts a cognizance of the group's landscape 

metaphors (Upton. 1979. 1 1  7-32). In a milieu where vehicles exist as such tropes. 

there is, as one would expect. a definite tradition-or 'mental languagew-surrounding 

their construction (Hubka. 428).14 In situations where communication is the result 

of such grammars. issues of 'competence inevitably come up" (Rapoport. 130). 

Furthermore, while revealing the individuality of the owner, vehicles communicate- 

actively project-traditions the group holds regarding speafic landscapes (Ryden. 57. 

65; Upton. 1 99 1. 1 58-9). Where there is tradition. there is also room for personal 

: BurZd-up is the term used by Rock Crawlen to describe the process of creating 
a rock crawling vehicle. 

* For a discussion of current theories concerning building grammars, see: 
Michael Anne Williams & M. Jane Young, 40-54. 
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creativity. The tension existing between these two (dynarni~)'~ creative forces 

promotes vehicles that are aiways technically fresh, mechanically current, and 

visually exciting. 

COMMUNITAS: CELEBRATING THE LAND 

The chapters in section three deal with "the environment as catalyst" for 

social interaction (Rapoport. 129). Expanses of the Western American mountain 

and desert topography are 'carefully isolated" and sewe as festival and ritual 

locations for the community, due to their 'sacred" standing (Caillois. 6).16 These 

events, products of specific locations, affect changes in those who participate. 

Chapter five, entitled Socializing in the Outback, describes the trail ride social 

dynamic. Back country places are enjoyed by groups; rarely do Rock Crawlers 

venture within these locations alone. Attitudes concerning its 'liminal" nature foster 

highly structured ritual and play 'phasesn (Victor Turner, 1991, 1 1 ). '' Specialized 

behavior, called off-road 'etiquette." accompanies all phases of the outback 

experience, and mediates how individuals interact with the landscape as well as their 

. 
Dynamics in folklore have been discussed at-length by Bane Toelken, see: The 

D>wuntrcs of Folklore. 

', Frames and boundaries, see also: Bateson, 20 1 -27. 

' See also: Driver, 157-65; Huidnga, 12: Van Gemep, 2 1.  
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vehicles and each other (Nylund. 102)." Outback excursions, then, become 

platforms for highly ritualized communal 'fellowship," performance, and play, while 

escaping the constrictive nature of urban life (Hufford. 1992. 51). 

Chapter six, Experiencing the Moab Easter Jeep Safari. reveals my 

experience@) as a trail ride participant at the safari. My perceptions of the event are 

presented through two different w-ting styles. The dynamic generated between 

these antithetical documentary formats is aimed at creating a dialectic which 

attempts to balance my personal and 'subjectiven feelings with a critical and 

"objective" reading of the event. Through the 'complementarity" established by this 

format, readers will get a more full understanding of what I experience as a trail ride 

participant (Turnbull, 51 ). Hopefully, the action, excitement, and fun of the trail rides 

will also be revealed. 

TECHNOLOGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

People often have negative knee-jerk reactions when they learn of driving 

through the back country in 4x4s; they question if people can truly interact with the 

'naturaln environment in a sensitive and non-violent way. The multitudes of 

individuals in other recreational pursuits now thronging to these spaces for their 

' For more on ruIes and regulations in play, see: Caillois, 8, 27: Dunk, 72: 
Hughes. 95- 103: Huizinga I I .  

For more on  phrataria, see: Huizinga, 12, 16; Hufford, 1992, 53. 
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leisure activities also spur the more specific question: can technology and the 

outback interact in a means that is not ultimately destructive to these spaces? 

These issues lead interested parties to question who is allowed to access public 

lands. In fact, many individuals and groups go a step farther, urging that humans 

and their "mechanized modes of transport.. . .should be excluded from (these] areas" 

altogether (Sierra Club, http:/l~~~.sierraclub.org/policy/408. htm1)- 

Such extremes may not always-should not always-be necessary. In fact. 

many Rock Crawlers question if these tactics should be allowed in a day when the 

pressures of urban world are believed to be more prevalent than ever (Steele. 79). 

Such differences of opinion arise from contrasting gestalts concerning the meaning. 

value, and significance, of wilderness spaces. These diverging concepts lead to 

varying ways of protecting or utilizing these places. Chapter one begins with a 

discussion of how Rock Crawlers fit into the host of differing views regarding 

Western lands. These conflicting views often lead to social friction. Rock Crawlers 

must find. and hold to, the back country places they enjoy within this climate. 







Frontice Map 1 * 24a mdc canyon (I) 
Doll House (L) 
Dusy-Ershim (w) 
Engjneer Pass (X) 
Fins ' W Things (H) Red Rock I- WJleeler 3 Moab &aster Jeep 
Fordyce Creek (A) Sierm Trek 
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Hotel Rock (I) 
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Italian Trap (S) 
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Kane Creek (El) Red Rock dH%eler's M i d  E e s w  Jeep SqEvi 
Last Dollar (0) Ford Mormuair Rendervous 
Lower Bunwwm (V) CMlenge 
Maze District nails: Canyoalands Nariocla Park (K) 
Metal Masba (H) Red Ruck CWkeler 3 Mosb Earzer Jeep 
Montello Mining Disaia (E) 
Mount Blanca P) 
Mount Amro CN) 
Ophi. Pass (0) Ford MoMcein Rendezwus 
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Pritchett Canyoa (H)  Red Rock &Wheeler's M u d  Easter Jeep &&ri 
Redingtoa Pass (S) 
River Trail (U) O M b d  4Xlidwnmm 
RJ's Trail (Q) 
Rocker Panel Pass (R) Ariurm Sme Associadon ofGWheel D M  Clubs ' JQmbOme 
Rodeo Drive (V) D4kol~1 Chailenge 
Rubicon (B) Ebdy Bmncus Rubicon Adventure, Jeeper 's Jmboree, Jeep Jambome, Topm Rubidton ... 
Salt Creek Canyon (I) *** Closed to all motorized use by Federal Judge, Summer, 1998 ** 
Secret Spire ( H )  Red Ruck &Wheeler 3 M d  EPStzt Jeep &$wi 
Sewn Mile Rim (H) Red Rock .(-Mkeler 's Maab Eesler Jeep wanan 
Sledgehammer (C) Johnson Vaky  O W A M  Fun in the Desert 
Stair Way to Heaven 0 Outback 4X4dwnture 
Steei Bender ( H )  Red Rock Cf ie l e r  's Moob Errrer J q  SZ#ZP+ 
Spike Ravine ( H )  Red Rock I-meeler 's M u d  Easter ~ e e ~  *- 
Sunbamet Pass (C)  Johnson V d e y  O W A m  Fun in rire h e n  
surprise c v  0) 
Terminator (R) 
21 Road(M) 
Valley of the Kings (G) 
waterfu (Q) 
WeStDesertO 
Woodpecker (R) A&OM Smtz Associrrrion of & W e /  Drive Clubs ' Jamboree 
Wolf Run (T) Sourhwest Four Wheel Driw Assoahtion-Las C m s  
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3-0 (3) PI 
Behind the Rocks (4+) [IS] 
Behind the Rocks, Tip-Toe (3) [19al 
Chicken Corners (2) [I l] 
Cliff Hanger (3 in+) [Iq 
Copper Ridge (3) [I] 
Crystal Geyser (3) [U1 
Dome Plateau (3) p5J 
Elephant Hill (3 ln) [28J 
Fins & Things (3 ll2) [la 
Flat Iron Mesa (4) [22J 
Golden Spike (4+) [91 
Gold Bar Rim (3 1 R) t8] 
Hell's Revenge (4+) [I 11 
Hellroaring Rim (3) 1231 
Hey Joe Canyon (3 112) [6J 
Hole in the Rock (4) [uff map] 
Kane Creek Canyon (3 112) 
Metal Masher (4) m 
Moab Rim (4+) (151 
Poison Spider Mesa (3 1/21 [la] 
Porcupine Rim (3 112) 1131 
Pritchett Canyon (4+) [18] 
Rose Garden Hill (4) [n] 
Secret Spire (2 1R) (21 
Seven Mile Rim (3 1/2) (4 
Steel Bender (3 112) [lq 
Strike Ravine (4) PI] 
Top of the World (3) [2a 
Wipe-Out Hill (4) [4] 

Trail names are followed by the Red Rock CWhee/emJ trail ratings. The bolded 
numbers relate to the locations on the map. 

Frontice Map 2 



SECTION 1 

VALUES & BELIEF: 
PERCEIVING THE LAND 

I've always enjoyed nature. I feel very comfortable away from.. .modem society. I 
sort of feel like I've been placed out of time. that I should've been born in the late 

1 700's, early 1800ts.. .part of the 'old West." I fee! more at home in the 
wilderness than in the cities. 
4u inn Mortensen, lntervr;ew 1994 

LandscapeAs an image of a place or area based upon some abstraction of 
reality, for it involves selection of certain elements as typical or significant. 

-Richard V. Francaviglia, The M o m n  Landscape 

"Red Rock" spires viewed from a trail north-wes: of ~Moab, Utah. 



CHAPTER 

THE WEST: A SYMBOLIC LANDSCAPE 

It's an escape. So from that patnt of view, we enjoy getting out there and just having a change of 
pace; we enjoy that Another thing is ... l like the Western United States, and the spaciousness. and 
the liberties that the space kind of gives you-something that you're not cooped in. And this gives 

you a feeling that you're, I guess. you're just free to the wind. (Jim Broadbent, 4/9/1996) 

Rock Crawling culture was born following World War II. Veterans began 

buying surplus military Jeeps to test the driving skills they had acquired while driving 

these nimble vehicles during the war. These new skills were pushed and refined 

within the desert and mountain terrains surrounding their homes. Equally important 

was the fact that the rigs functioned as a means to take their families away from the 

burgeoning post-war urban world (Wilson, 89-1 1 5). 4-wheel drive vehicles provided 

an escape into the 'outback." or the unpopulated desert and mountain spaces. 

A fourth generation of drivers is beginning to build their own 4x4s, and now 

drives them on the trails that tatice the westem American topography. In the nineties 

very little has changed. Although the automotive industry has generated technology 

enabling drivers to pilot their vehides over increasingly difficult trails, the community 

still ventures onto desert and mountain trails for the same reasons: to escape the 

urban environment, be with friends and family, see 'a world of trees and streams, 
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rugged hills, meadows and mountains, deserts, and wetlands," and to test ones' 

driving skills on trails in these arduous locations (DeLong. 1996, ix). 

Readers may question what places 1 refer to with the sweeping phrase, 'the 

western American topography." The bulk of this research was camed out in Utah 

County, central Utah. Towns like Provo. Orem and American Fork, where many of 

my informants live. are located along the Wasatch Front (fig: 1.1). This is the foot 

of a range of the Rocky Mountains running north-south through the middle of the 

state. The mountains-which rise out of the highdesert topography-are capped by 

sheer rocky cliffs. Their bases are tessellated by stands of pine. aspen, scrub oak 

FIG: 1.1 Wasarch Front cities memiorred in this work are: A=Salt Lake City. B=.4merican Fork C= Provo 8: 
Orern. Not located along the Wasarch Front is -%do& (D). a mecca for western rock crawtino,. 
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trees, and in some places, the sage brush that is ubiquitous to the desert expanses 

(figs: 1.2, 1.3). This vegetation competes for water running in streams that wind 

through the rocky valleys. Water plunging through these brooks and streams is icy- 

cold al i year long, as it originates froin snow melting from the peaks above, some of 

which reach 13,000 feet above sea level. 

Yet. Rock Crawlers do not live solely in Utah County; nor are their expeditions 

relegated exclusively to trails winding through the high Rockies. Moab, a small town 

located in southern Utah, is a mecca for the Rock Crawling culture (fig: 1.1, F maps 

1 2 The trails in this vicinity-and others like them elsewhere-wind through a 

desert painted in hues of red, gdd, yellow, caramel, and chocolate brown (figs: 1.4, 

1.5). This landscape is replete with stone spires, arches, and all manner of other 

formations and landscapes that look as if they sprang from a scene in a Road 

Runner and Coyote cartoon. Rock Crawlers who frequent this locale live in places 

like Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, California, the Dakotas, and the other states 

comprising what is traditionally regarded as the West. 

Landscapes that Rock Crawlers frequent in each of these states are often 

similar to the desert or mountain environments mentioned above. However, 

variances in the topography at each of these locations regularly draw drivers from 

the other states. In other words, these folks are highly mobile. For instance, in the 

mid-nineties excitement began to spread concerning a series of traib in South 

Dakota. They are extremely rocky, require exceptional driving skills, and a well- 

modified 4x4 to attempt them. An annual rock crawling event at these trails, known 

as The Dakota Challenge, attracts participants from as far as Texas. 
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FIG : 12 Utah3 Roc& Mountains are covered with &pen and Pine trees. (Courtesy Quinn Mortemen) 

FIG: 1 3  Victor M d e r  drivs a, the Hdy  Cross mil, m the mxnPba of Colorado. (Courtesy Vicar Mder) 
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FIG: 1.4 Trail ride participants on the %if Creek trail relax below the Molar. a sandsone "spire.- 

FIG: I S  The southern Utah desertrcape in Arches NonolM-mt, just a few miles north of Moab. 
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While conducting interviews for this project. I found Rock Crawlers 

consistently referring to 4-wheeling in these locations as a means to escape the 

pressures of the urban world. Thus, they imbue these lands with a symbolic nature. 

As "reactions to physical and psychological dispkements caused by modernization, 

urbanization, and industrialization" (Blaustein, 266), the western American mountain 

and desert landscapes are transformed into places of 'relaxation" and physical and 

spiritual freedom from the hub-bub of the work-a-day world (Victor Mokler, 

1 /21/1997). This rhetoric does not merely exemplify the convictions of weekend 

hobbyists, but is the driving force behind an entire lifestyle. The belief that the 

Western landscape offers these bounties is not without precedent, it has been 

observed that 'many Americans still believe in the effcacy of what they define as the 

frontier experience" (Statta, 192). For Rock Crawlers, the bounty offered by these 

western American spaces relates to their ability to provide recreational activities. 

Thus we see that 'landscapes and places do not have to be national centers 

of cultural attention or to have accreted a thick sediment of well-publicised history 

in order to be richly significant" (Ryden. 99). Rock Crawlers are not the only group 

prizing these areas; others also have interests and values dependent upon them. 

Many other recreation-oriented communities value them. Yet recreation is not the 

only boon offered by these lands. Individuals and corporations esteem them for the 

natural resources they contain, resources that can be extracted and converted into 

products and profit. Other groups, in reaction to those "usingn the land, wish to 

preserve these locations, leaving them free from the desecrating influences of 

human and machine. These issues become sources of vehement contention 
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between the diverging groups involved. 

Rock Crawlers, their world view, and their actions, must be placed within this 

broader cuftural framework; general values regarding the nature and importance of 

the western landscape must be understood. This can only be accomplished by also 

studying perceptions of the physical environment held by the other communities 

prizing these lands. As such, a significant portion of this discussion is aimed at 

answering the nagging question: "what is the West?" 

These different opinions indicate that "the West is just abu t  anything that 

anyone has ever wanted it to be" (Worster, 20). ' They also prove that 'people tend 

to project their own feelings onto" the landscapes with which they interact (Ryden. 

66)? Thus, due to these differing perceptions, the land itself has become a locus 

for contesting groups, each fighting to preserve their gestalt of these spaces 

because of the benefits they esteem. 

The discussion will then focus on the Rock Crawling community's place as 

one of the groups vying for these spaces. Since the outback landscapes are a 

valuable commodity4ue to their shrinking expanses as the urban world expands- 

people fight to preserve these places for their own image of how these places should 

be used, accessed, or left alone. Therefore, views concerning the physical 

environment not only affect how individuals access and use these lands, but how 

they interact with each other- As such, these tracts are intensely social places. That 

Richard Aquila similarly notes that "the American West has long represented 
different things to different people" ( 1 ). 

' See also: Wilson, 128. 
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is, cultures gather to enjoy and to defend them; they become a locus for interaction. 

MULTIPLE VIEWS OF THE WEST 

There are multifarious gestalts concerning the western landscape, and more 

often than not they fail to agree. Discussing the many meanings applied to the 

American West. Richard Aquila has noted: 

The West evokes numerous images in the American Mind. Foremost 
is the image of the mythic West as a Garden of Eden. There are 
several variations of this theme. Sometimes the West is described as 
a land of abundance and the source of economic, political, and social 
contentment. Other times the West appears as a land of opportunity, 
where one can achieve happiness, spiritual rejuvenation, equality, 
universal brotherhood, and social, religious, and individual freedom 
while living in a ciimate so healthy and vibrant as to dispel all doubts 
that the West must truly be God's country. (2) 

His comments are important because they break down the perceived West into two 

basic criteria. 

The first criteria refers to how the land is perceived; interestingly, the differing 

concepts regarding the land which Aquila notes can be superimposed over nearly 

any physical environment. That is, the bounties these spaces offer exist primarily 

in the minds of those interacting with them. In and of themselves these areas do not 

actually offer these rewards more than any other region. People see them as 

offering these things; as such they became culturally accepted truths. We have, 

come to see that geographies of agriculture, leisure, and even 
wilderness are all cultural spaces, inscriptions on the land that are 
derived from and in turn shape our ... ideas about [the West]. (Wilson, 
257) 
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Aquila's second point is that different people perceive the land differently; that 

is, it offers different bounties to different people. Some view the open spaces as 

offering personal liberty and solace; others see monetary gain. Still others view 

these lands as being Eden-like, undefiled by the masses inherent to the urban world. 

Understanding these differing perspectives is important because they did not 

fade with the passing of the frontier era. Individuals holding these traditional views 

fall into three broad extraction groups, recreational groups, and preservation 

groups. Extractors, discussed first, are comprised of communities valuing the 

West's land for its extractable resources. As with the other groups, the breadth of 

individuals falling under this nomenclature is large. Farmers and ranchers are 

lumped together with large multi-national conglomerates such as Utah's Kennekott 

Copper Mining company and its diverse subsidiaries. Likewise. oil and gas drilling 

interests, as well as lumbering, are represented. Each falls under this heading 

because the premise driving these communities is that the land offers extractable 

resources that can be used and/or marketed. Whether it be fields of wheat, 

orchards laden with fruit, expanses used for grazing sheep. or mile-deep mines, the 

driving assumption remains the same. Each makes use of the land to convert it to 

marketable and/or profitable goods. 

Recreationalists, like extraction-based communities, are a disparate group. 

Hikers, campers, and windsurfers can essentially be discussed in the same vein as 

rnotoc~oss  enthusiast^.^ horseback riders. and Rodc Crawlers. The common thread 

Motocross is defined as "competitive or aggressive off-road motorcycle 
riding. ..racing over or around obstacles" (David Mosher, 1 3 1  0/ 1997). It has also been 
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linking these groups is that they operate with the notion that the West's lands 

"provide an unusual source of.. .rehabilitation and recreation for our general 

population" (Randy Robinson, 9/21 11 997). Leisure provided by these locations is 

pleasurable because it provides escape, excitement, and beautiful surroundings. 

Because Rock Crawlers fall into the recreational group, more space will be devoted 

to a discussion of their perceptions. 

Preservationcommunities are equally as diverse as those working from the 

extraction and recreational viewpoints. Yet they are motivated by the concern that 

today's expanding urban sphere-and its accompanying extraction and recreational 

communities-are vanquishing the remaining tracts of wild western lands. Prizing 

these spaces for their ability to let 'the forces of nature prevail," preservationists are 

committed to fight as voices for these shrinking lands (Wayne Hoskisson, 9/7/1997). 

Thus, they seek to protect back country areas from destruction wreaked by humans 

and the mechanical objects they utilize to access non-urbanized locations. 

At ieast one other (fourth) set exists, these are those who perceive the West's 

spaces as locations for illicit activities. These communities are characterized as 

those seeing the Western expanses as lawless locations, places for breaking 

cultural standards and taboos. One such group are youths who use mountain and 

desert locations for illicit activities: under-aged drinking, drug abuse. and amorous 

activities not approved by mainstream society. These spaces, then, provide a 

described as: "Riding competitively with others across all types of terrain" (David 
Mosher. 12/12/ 1997). The motorcycle races where the riders, clad in brightly colored 
protective gear, fly high over berms and jumps are one aspect of this spon. 
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chance to escape authority figures or the pressure to act in certain prescribed ways 

exerted by forces within 'decent" society. 

Other instances of itlicit activities can be found near my in-laws' home. They 

live at the edge of Utah's 'West Desert." several miles south-west from Lehi. Utah, 

the closest town (F map 1). In this desert milieu, it is not uncommon to routinely see 

hunters and campers. It is also common to find the bodies of murder victims.' My 

father-in-law has been on the scene to recover victims from at least three different 

murders, one of which he found. 

The desert, then, exists to some as a location for counter-hegemonic, secret, 

or heinous activities. It is, to them, a place where these endeavors can be played- 

out. Although murder is a far cry from teenage drinking, the motivational perception 

to use this location for such an activity is much the same. To them, desert and 

mountain locations are places of counterattural activity, places to escape authority, 

places for activity not approved or endorsed by mainstream society. 

I do not discuss these people because they are not part of a mainstream 

social movement. (Although this area of study is intriguing.) The following 

discussion is relegated purely to those communities currently vying publicly for 

access to the West's open lands. And, as yet, no group of partying teens, mafia hit- 

men, serial murderers, or clandestine midnight toxic waste dumpers has publicly 

argued their right to regularly access these areas for their activities. 

' The bodies of seven young women were found in the deserts o f  Utah during 
1997. Several of these are believed to be the victims of a serial murderer. Ted Bundy, 
one of America's most monstrous serial murderers, used desert locations in Utah to both 
perpetrate his crimes, and to hide evidence. 
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Each of the above groups has its own 'West." Diverging approaches to the 

land by these communities reveal contradicting perspectives of what the land itself 

represents, and where its value lies for each community5 As such, each group's 

'experience of [these] place[s) is inevitably a product and expression of the (group] 

whose experience it is, and therefore. unavoidably, the nature of that experience.. .is 

shaped at every turn by the personal and social biograph[ies] of [those] sustain[ing] 

itn (Basso, 1996, 55). In other words. these locations represent what their users 

"enable them to sayw (56)? They are 'complex constructions of social histories, 

personal and interpersonal experiences, and selective memoryn (Kahn, 167). 

These diverging notions regarding the physical environment lead to a 'fluidity" 

in the terms referring to these places (Pocius, personal communication). Fluidity 

refers to the slippery and changing values associated with vocabulary used regularly 

by the communities being discussed. That is, afthough several different communities 

may discuss the same tracts of land, their conceptualizations of what these places 

represent, and the lexicon they use to describe them, may differ radically. Thus, the 

primary issue at hand involves the varying terminologies applied to the same back 

country landscape(s). 

Publicly m e d  spaces extend over and through the western states. These 

expanses are owned or managed either by the federal government, or by the states 

in which they are located. The importance of these expanses is that they are 

For a discussion of the clashing inherent to one instance of differing landscape 
gestalts. see: Erika Brady. 138-5 1. - 

" See also: Kahn, 1 88; Stewart, 138-9; Tun, 1990, 13. 
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available to the public for a variety of uses (Wilson. 228). Federal and state 

governments have deemed many of them unimpved land. This designation refers 

to the fact that the land has not been developed, cultivated or otherwise 

"domesticated" (Knobloch, 75-7). Those procuring or using such locations 'for 

improving upon [them], and bringing [their] latent potentialities into being through 

certain kinds of work," regularly utilize this nomenclature (75). 

These same spaces are called the outback by Rock Crawlers. Along with 

several other recreation-based communities, like mountain bikers, Rock Crawlers 

also refer to these places as the back country. But the outback also bears other 

names, and is considered important for other reasons. Presewationist organizations 

and communities designate these same locations with the name wilderness-this 

name also has a political significance which we will discuss later. As previously 

noted, the perception and nomenclature of such spaces by these communities is 

"directed by culturat valuesn (Tuan, 1990, 12). 

Readers should note that each of these terms is a reflection of the value 

placed upon the land by tfe communrty using that expression (Ryden, 94-5). 

That is, extractors view the land as unimproved: as if it is waiting to be utilized; 

recreational groups see the land as outback or back country: an Other, away, place 

that is removed from normal life. Preservationist groups value these locations as 

wilderness, connotations hinging on a lack of interaction with the human element. 
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EXTRACTION-BASED COMMUNlf IES 

Groups falling into the extraction categories are widely diverse, and include 

such communities as: fanners, ranchers, mining operations, lumbering, and many 

other communities who 'work" the land. The commonality between these disparate 

groups is that the landscape is valued by them as a resource for the production of 

products andlor profit (Jackson, 44). 

Farmers are one of the first-and least threatening-groups that comes to mind 

when many people think abut those wha work with the land. One well-known Utah 

farmer is Reid Wayman, a past president of the Utah Fam Bureau. Reid notes that 

he has 'been involved-engaged in-fruit farming all [his] adult lifen (1 0/ 1 /1997). 

Thus. he has a wealth of experiences from which to pull when speaking about 

farming. His comments provide a window into the farming mindset. 

During an interview, Reid discussed how he came to choose the location and 

type of farm that he ran for many yean. He began by noting the preceding sale of 

a farm that he had shared with his brother; at this point he had to decide what he 

was going to do next: 

I wasn't ready to retire, and I've always been fascinated by the 
concept of a 'pick your own," where people could come out and 
harvest their own fruit-save themself a little money-and have an 

For an important consideration of extraction-based communities and the use of 
pubtic lands see David Warner's, "Expanding the Wilderness: Businesses Seek A More 
Balanced Approach to Restricting Public Lands." 

' Reid is also my father in-law. Consequently, I have had many years to watch 
him work his farm. 
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experience that would be one that they would remember. And this 
opportunity came up after searching quite thoroughly for a place that 
we could do this sort of a thing. (1 01111 997) 

The statement that he was not yet 'ready to retiren is interesting. It reveals that 

farming was (quite obviously) his occupation; by extension, therefore, his workplace 

was the land that comprised his farm. Thus, this space was a place of business. 

He continues, noting that he wanted to start a "pick your ownn farrn that would 

provide his patrons with a speafic experience. Creating the right experience for his 

customers was integral to the success of his plan. 

Viewing the land as an integral part of his business plan, Reid was pragmatic 

about the location of his undertaking. The placement had to fulfill specific criteria to 

work towards its fulfilment as a functioning business venture: 

A 'pick your ownn needs two or three things. You need easy access; 
you need paved roads. Experience would say that if you live within 
thirty miles of a metmpolitan area of sixty to seventy-thousand people 
that you can in fact establish a pick-your-own and make it successful. 
This particular ground had all of those criteria which would make it 
favorable. (1 0/1/1997, italics added) 

To fundion as a healthy 'pick your own" operation, Reid's farm had to be located in 

a user-friendly location (fig: 1.6). Not unlike the proper placement of any retail 

establishment, this new farrn had to be situated where patrons could see it, and visit 

it. The visibility of this location differed from that of his previous farm, which 

wholesaled fruit and did not depend upon being in the public eye. 

To bring more attention to his 'pick your ownm farm Reid built a large eagle 

(6' wingspan) and a large buffalo (8' tall) out of leaf springs (figs: 1.7, 1.8). The 

eagle sits perched on an arch over the driveway entrance and the buffalo stands 
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FIG: 1.6 Reid Wayman's firm rims parallel to the west shore of Utah Lake. On the lake's opposite side are 
Provo. Orem and American Fork It is a fiAeen to tfiirtytfiirtyminute dzive to the f k n  fiom these diffefe~ towns- 

next to the same entrance. He wanted his farrn to stand-out as a 'landmark" in the 

minds of anyone passing by on the road. In fact, many travellers, wanting to meet 

the builder of these sculptures, regularly drive up his long driveway to inquire about 

their artisan. Not only do they get a chance to meet Reid, but they usually also 

purchase fruit. Many people along the Wasatch Front mountain range know of his 

farrn due to of these sculptures. 

Other criteria besides visibility had to be filled for the new farrn to be a 

success in Reid's estimation. These factors are considered scientifically to 

determine what land is capable of sustaining plant life capable of bearing the highest 

yield: 
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FIG: 1.7 With a six foot wingspan this easje. constructed of automotive le&prings. announces Reid's h 

FIG: I S  T ~ I S  eight foot tall buffalo, a h  built w d ~  leafspring, helps to proclaim the farm 
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Even more important than that was the fact that we were on the side 
of the hill here above Utah Lake. Utah Lake acts as a radiator in the 
spring and water temperatures don't vary as much as the ground 
temperatures do and so we would more often than not get inversions 
in the spring, where-the warmer water than the land-the warm air 
would rise up from the lake and form an inversion over the orchard 
and provide frost protection in the spring. Which of course is highly 
essential. The soil was good; the drainage was good- It appeared like 
!he water was good. (10/1/1997) 

As discussed above, the earth upon which the farm was to be situated had to be 

evaluated also. Air temperature is a factor that can be affected by the lay of the 

land; and in Reid's case, the large body of water located near-by- These factors 

were considered in the decision to choose the farm's lo~ation.~ The quality of the 

soil was also a component mentioned by Reid. 

As is obvious from Reid's remarks, the land was considered in multiple ways 

before the farm was undertaken. These were important decisions which needed 

consideration before opening the new enterprise. Like other commercial ventures, 

considerable money is at stake: 'you've got to have financial backing to carry on an 

operation like thisn (Reid Wayman, 101111 997). A wrong calculation in the planning 

stages could mean an unprofitable venture. Absent is the nostalgia concerning the 

landscape that is commonly held by those living in large urban centers (Wilson, 

1 95).j0 For Reid, the land is how he makes his living; it is considered as an integral 

part of the farming business. 

" Wilson notes that &modem agriculture as practised since the Second World War 
is the result of applying industrial methods to traditional farming practices" ( 194). 

'" For a book-length study of -'country" nostalgia vs. the reality of "country" life, 
see: Raymond Williams' The C o w r y  and ~lze Czhr. 
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An interesting conclusion to the discussion of Reid and his farm is that the 

vast majority of his f a n  was sold to a land devdoper when he decided to retire. As 

I write these words. the orderly rows of trees that once comprised his f a n  are being 

uprooted to make-way for a housing development (fig: 1 -6). Although sad to see 

them go. Reid states that he sold the land to provide retirement funds for his wife 

and himself. Thus the land continues to provide his family with resources. 

During a visit to my parents' home in Boston, I discussed cultural landscapes 

with my father. I noted an interest in the layout of farmers' fields because they 'are 

a unique type of vernacular art" (Mchenry, 107-8). My father. raised on a combined 

dairy and tobacco farm in Providence, North Carolina, replied that 'economyn often 

dictated these patterns (James Neal, 5/l997). He furthered this assertion, stating 

that by economy he meant that field layout is regularly affected through a 

combination of: a desire to use the quickest, most time-efficient means, while also 

keeping production cost-effective. Also affecting field layouts is the accessibility of 

the land and the format most likely to yield a high return on one's efforts. 

The rhetoric used to d-be this process sounds very much like a business 

plan. And the points addressed by my father illustrate the business-like manner by 

which the farmers in the southern states, where he grew up, approach their fields. 

Each step was carefully considered as an integral element towards producing a high- 

yield crop with a minimum of wasted time and energy. As with any successful 

business, efficiency was a primary guiding rule on the Neal family farm, as it is with 

the farms in Utah Valley, Utah. 

Discussions with Boise Evans, a long-time farmer and rancher who lives 
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several miles north of Reid Wayman's farm, supported this. That is, his discussion 

of valuable land for grazing (denoted 'pasture" by him) used a similar means for 

evaluating the worth of a tract of land: its productivity. The question: 'As far as 

grazing is concerned, what's the difference between a good tract of land and a bad 

tract of land?" elicited a conversation about the productivity of a pasture: 

Boise: Well, there's quite a variation. You take the land that's wet 
meadow. it feeds as high as tM> heads an acre. But if you take 
that dry land like out where Reid is there, in that area they 
probably wouldn't run one [head] to ten acres. So there's quite 
a bit-there's a lot of variation in it. 

David: So you have to consider how many cattle are going to be on 
the land and how productive that plot is? 

Boise: That's right. We learned-after a year or so-we figured out 
how many [cattle] it'll run. 

David: 0.K And what areas are the best around here? In that ...[ area 
where your cattle currently are]? 

Boise: Those   location]^ are real good, they are some wet sprinkled 
pastures, yes, they are real good. And then we have some in 
here that aren't too bad. They're kind of in-between. Now you 
take that down around Saratoga there, just north of Reid there, 
and that's mostly winter pasture. And you might run-winter- 
oh, one to the acre. Between half a cow to the acre. 

Boise also showed me the platte for a large subdivision that will be built on 

what he called 'waste landn and 'mediocre property" that was pasture for his cattle. 

'We didn't have water rights, so you couldn't imgate it ... it was poor soil...it only 

supported a few head of cattlen (1 01811 997). He noted that most of his other lands 

were more productive and that the space set-apart for the upcoming neighborhoods 

"barely paid the taxes for itself (1 01811 997). 

Commenting on why he decided to turn his energies from farming to land 
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development. Boise noted: 'It's gotten so you can't hardly break even any more; only 

the big farms like in Canada and the Mid-West can do it these daysn (10/8/1997). 

He estimates that he and his siblings will each net 'two millionn from the sale, and 

added that he has a brother in 'southem Utah starving with a cattle ranch. This deal 

will probably save his cattlew (1 O/8/1997). It will also help Boise and his family to 

"finally have same money before I dien (1 0/8/1997)- 

Boise breaks the ability to make the land productive down; 'You've got to 

have vision ...So many people have tunnel vision, they just do what they know-what 

they were raised with. But there's other ways to make a profit from the landn 

(1 01811 997). He elaborated on a plan to turn some of his property in southern Idaho, 

which does not have a high resale value, into a 'hunting operation-" It will have a 

bed and breakfast, trout ponds, 'a place to shoot birds," and even special property 

designated for elk hunting. A special herd will even be maintained for this purpose. 

He will soon have financial backing. and believes that he will swiftly turn a better 

profit than the land ever could have provided during its days as a farm. 

But farming and ranching are not the only ways of utilizing the land for 

products or profit. Mining is another extraction-based activity. Richard Phelps, a 

retired employee of Kennecott Copper-the world's largest open-pit mine--spoke with 

me about the workings of the facility, located in the mountains south-west of Salt 

Lake City. For Kennecott Copper, the land provides a source for marketable 

products. Richard noted that the company's goal is 'to recover the minerals that are 

out there in that area-at a profit-in a manner that is environmentally responsiblew 

(211 211 998). These minerals include gold, silver, various other trace elements, and 
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'copper is the big one. .-the big income is from the copper" (2/12/1998). 

To accomplish this goal, the company 'use[s] the latest techniques and they 

try to squeeze every dollar's worth of value out of the material that they can, so that 

they can stay profitable and share it with their stock holders and employeesw 

(Richard Phelps, 2/12/1998). While discussing how the company views the lands 

they own and work, Richard noted: 'Well, they realize that they can't waste anything 

because that's their bread and butter. They've got to mine it very efficiently, without 

any waste. They've got to take very good care of itn (Ui211998). 1 asked Richard 

"what makes a parcel of land more valuable or less valuable, as far as the 

corporation is concerned?" His answer reflected the pragmatic approach taken by 

the company. 

Well, the mineral is in pockets here and there. It isn't spread evenly 
throughout the mountain. So they look for the areas where it is a 
higher grade. Because the low-grade areas-they can't extract it and 
run it through the processes and make a profit. It's too expensive. So 
they go into the areas where there is-though there may be small 
amounts of ore scattered in many locations, they have to go into those 
areas where it is most valuable. If the ore grade is too low, they can't 
operate in those areas. They have to be selective. Pick those that 
the current market price of the minerals will justify the process and 
cost of extracting and refining the minerals. (2/12/1998) 

Although mining is often perceived in less a romanticised manner than is 

farming or ranching, interaction with the land is based upon similar motivations. That 

is, to interact in such a way with the land so as to produce a product andlor profit. 

Interestingly, Richard repeatedly noted the steps taken by Kennecott Copper to care 

for the lands they own. He discussed the clean-up and beautifcation of past 

facilities. 'to make them look just like Mother Nature had not been changed" 
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(2/12/1998). He also noted that the company 'goes beyond the letter of the law to 

the spirit of the law" regarding the care taken for properly maintaining currently 

working projects and for the environmental restoration of past project areas 

(ZWi 998). This, he said, "goes beyond puMic relations, its part of being part of the 

community* (211 2/1998). 

The extraction mindset is similar, no matter what the group. Each is 

comprised of those individuals who, through usage and interaction with the land. are 

able to extract its resources. These resources need not be food-related. They can 

also be in the form of other raw materials, such as petro-products or minerals. It is 

important not to limit the scope of what is labelled as a "product" because as Boise 

argues, 'vision" is all that is required to transform a plot into a marketable landscape. 

For instance, both Reid Wayman and Boise Evens have marketed their properties 

as recreational landscapes. Reid sought to provide "an experience" with his pick- 

your-own operation. and Boise is currently gearing-up to provide an "outdoor 

experiencen for hunters from as far as 'New York" (1 0/8/1997). 

RECREATIONAL COMMUNITIES 

Recreational communities are those groups who interact with the landscape 

for its diversionary aspects. These gmups could indude, among others: horseback 

riders, hikers, campers, rock climbers, skiers, and mountain bikers. Also included 

in this group are those who use motorized equipment to mediate their interaction 

with the landscape. This list includes communities such as: motorcyclists, off- 



Chapter One 49 

roaders (Rock Crawlers and other 4x4 users). water-craft enthusiasts, and 

snowmobilers. As is readily evident, these groups are disparate; at first glance little 

might seem common between them, other than similar locations for their activities. 

However, there is more to their similarity than that. They also have parallel 

aesthetics regarding the land. 

In contrast to those perdving the physical environment as a location for the 

extraction of profit, most recreation-oriented w mmunities interact with these places 

as a refuge. For these groups, the expanses of land "have--.the effect of setting 

people free" (Worster, 84); they have been described as "spaciousness, and the 

liberties that the space kind of gives youw (Jim Broadbent, 41911 996). That is, the 

back country is entered as a place of relaxation, fun, and escape. Essentially, these 

locations are perceived, and interacted with, as zones that are antithetical to the 

world in which the enthusiasts regularly live. Thus, wilderness, or back country 

places, are valued as 'the place of the 'other' in the landscapew (Wilson, 181). So, 

their aesthetic is based upon the ability for the landscape to transport ones' mind 

and thoughts to a different place. A key to understanding recreational approaches 

to the landscape rests in this aesthetic. 

Jay Appleton's function-oriented Prosect-Refuge theory, although not 

explicitly dealing with sport or recreation, helps to explicate the perceptual responses 

of these groups as they interact with their recreational landscape (1 990,1996). This 

theory divides such interaction into three 'bio-physiological basesw (Bale, 122), 

prospect, refuge, and hazard (Appleton, 1990, 254). Prospects are vistas, or a 

topographic milieu instrumental for procuring a good view; 'refuges are conditions 
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conducive to hiding or shelteringn (Bale. 122)." Hazards. on the other hand, have 

been described as "all those sources of danger which it might be necessary to avoid 

by whatever meansw (Appleton, 25). However, in terms of recreation, this 

description of danger sensation is too narrow. From the recreational perspective, 

placing oneself in danger, pushing the boundaries, 'feeling the need for speed," is 

part and parcel of many contemporary activities (Caillois, 23-6). The back country 

provides a means for such thrills. 

Rock Crawlers routinely discuss their outback experiences in these terrns. 

For instance, in reply to the question 'Why do you go &wheeling?" Randy Robinson, 

an avid Rock Crawler and back country explorer, commented: 

You know, really, I don't think it's so much the adventure aspect 
anymore, the living-on-th-ge kind of thing that comes with trying to 
overcome some of the of-road obstacles that we do. That is, that 
does have.. .some of the attraction, but we go because this really is the 
only way you can get in to see and enjoy some of the areas we love 
so much. We go nw-when my family goes on a off-roading activity- 
we enjoy the climbing, and hiking, and seeing new things. aspect of 
the 4-wheeling as much as we do the getting-there. We enjoy the 
being there probably more now. 

Every time we go into the back country, especially when we are 
talking about areas around the Colorado Plateau [southern Utah 
vicinity] we run into the new incredible things that you can only 
experience if you can get into those areas. Most of the areas we've 
been into off-roading in the last few years, we would never have seen 
if we had to walk into them. My wife isn't in very good health; she'll be 
fifty in three or four years.. .she's barn (81 children, she's just not in the 
kind of physical condition that would allow her to carry a forty-pound 
pack. And not only that, she doesn't want to. If she could, she just 
doesn't have the physical ... stamina to do it. But she still enjoys seeing 
these wild places, and seeing the petrvglyphs and pictographs and 
incredible rock formations, and the vistas. And you can't, you can't 
access that country unless you can drive in.. . .My kids-right now-if I 
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gave them the choice of Moab or Hawaii, I think would go to Moab. 
(9/2 111 997, italics added) 

Randy's answer discusses why he goes 4-wheeling through these three 

means of viewing the outback- Immediately, he comments that he no longer goes 

to the back country sdely b r  the thrill, the hazards involved. He then focuses upon 

benefits available through outback exploration: 'new and incredible things," and the 

activities that his family undertakes. Although this is not overtly a discussion of the 

refuge properties offered by the lands. the idea that these locations offer bcunties 

unavailable in the workaday world is implicit to his argument. These assumptions 

grow from the refuge, outback as Other, perspective. Much of the rest of Randy's 

comments focus on the 'vistas" ubiquitous to the outback. 

It is important for readers to gain a more in-depth understanding of these 

three motivations. Therefore, each is discussed below. Comments from several 

other recreational groups are co-mingled with those of Rock Crawlers: mountain 

bikers, hikers, campers, etc ... This is because Rock Crawlers are but one of the 

many recreational communities sharing a similar aesthetic concerning these places. 

Outback As Prospect 

There are some sports and recreational activities for which environment is 

fairly unimportant; these focus upon 'body movement [for its]. ..own sake" (Appleton, 

1996, 157). Running track and football. for instance, are judged primarily for their 
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ability to exemplify a mastery of certain physical skills, rather than for the quality of 

the landscape in which they occur. However, there are other activities for which the 

"environmental condition, situation, [and] arrangement [need to be] conducive to the 

attainment of a view" to make the process complete (Appleton, 1996, 262). Rock 

crawling is one of these. 

For these activities, the environment in which one seeks recreation is an 

inseparable factor in the over-all experience. The prosect of new, different, or 

exciting views of one's surrounding environment is imperative. For instance, note 

how important the setting is to this description of a back country rock crawling trip: 

I just love it when a plan comes together! The trip was perfect, and I 
' 

mean perfect. The weather was simply ideal, as only those special 
days of autumn can bring. The companions were congenial, as only 
four-wheelers everywhere tend to be, and the setting. ..oh, the setting. 
The maze of southeastern Utah is truly one of the most dramatic and 
awe-inspiring landscapes to be found anywhere.. .We travelled over 
240 miles of some of the most scenic back country trails available to 
the intrepid four-wheeler with an appetite to get way, way off the 
beaten track. (Werkmeister, 1993, 60) 

Imagine planning to go on a camping trip in a slag heap, where the only view 

is comprised of the gravel and tailings thrust up from a local mine. Such a situation 

is laughable only because exceptional views of "geographical grandeur" are integral 

to the traditional camping aesthetic (West. 274). A camping trip without these great 

views would be a failure. 

I like to go hiking. .. because it's beautiful, it's spiritual.. .there is 
something about being up in the mountains-accomplishing , getting to 
the top. Like, it was hell to get up there, but when you're on top it's 
the ultimate ... You can look out and feel maybe kind of the way God 
feels. You can see everything. (Amy Eskridge, 81611 997) 

Other enthusiasts mention different types of pleasing views: 'I love the cleanness, 
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the clearness, the pristine rivers" (Cheni Eskridge, 8/6/1997). Of his mountain biking 

experiences, Jim Caldwell notes that he likes 'seeing the sights" (1 011 3/1997). 

The "sights," and seeing expanses is an essential part of this aesthetic. The 

sky often fits into this dynamic as well. It is interesting that so many campers 

mention 'being able to see the stars. Being away from the city and its lights I could 

see more stars than I've ever seenn (Holly Neal, 8/2/1997). Such assertions bolster 

the assertion that specific activities depend upon a view for completion. 

Skiing and snow boarding also depend upon prospect- It is true that these 

sports focus upon one's personal skill level and/or pursuing a sensation of speed, 

but a significant portion of the experience can be attributed to the alpine setting. 

"Probably some of the satisfaction of [these recreations] wuld be experienced on a 

featureless inclined surface, but the satisfaction is greatly enhanced by the 

environment [where] it takes place" (Appleton, 1996, 158). The snow draped 

mountain panorama seen from a summit is something no artificial setting can 

achieve. Moving down the mountainside, participants often stop to appreciate these 

expansive vistas. l2 Progressing further along, skien move through a world visually 

Other than that in which they normally interact. 

Rock Crawling, as well as many other off-mad motorsports, depends upon the 

same visual dynamic- Participants, trying to describe what they have seen, often 

note these views with sweeping statements. For instance, the visual splendors 

afforded by a trail in southern Utah have been described as: 'The maze [area] of 

" For more on panoramas, see: Appleton, 1996, 77. 
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southeastern Utah is truly one of the most dramatic and awe-inspiring landscapes 

to be found anyuuhere" (Werkmeister, 1 993. 60). Many drivers stop during trail rides, 

taking photos of the surrounding views, 'idealiz[ing each of them] into a setting of 

unalloyed beauty" (West, 271). 

FIG: 1.9 Quinn Monenserr stops to take a photo of the topography during a trail ride near ~Moab, Utah 

~ iscu& in~  one of the reasons why he goes 4-wheeling, Matt Smith, an avid 

Rock Crawler, asserts: 

In terms of historical pen-ve-and that's certainly something else 
that you get to see as a dwheder here in Utah-we get to see a lot of 
Navajo Indian ruins and things of that nature. I took a trip to lake 
Powell on the Monnon Pioneer Trail, Hole in the Rock. Got to see 
some pretty incredible things down there. A lot of stickrock* there as 
well. And just-to have a vehicle that can take you out in the middle 
of the most desolate land, to experience the beauty of the forbidding 
desert-to be able to return unscathed is quite an enjoyable 
experience, I think. (4/4/1996) 
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It is important to note how much of Matt's statement focuses upon the visual aspects 

of his experience.13 This is because a great part of rock crawling events depend 

upon the prospect of pleasures offered by the surrounding landscape (figs: 1.10- 

Matt is not alone, other Rock Crawlers routinely make similar assertions 

concerning the environment in which they 4-wheel: 

I like to go up to the old mines and ghost towns. Or stuff like 
down in Moab, the pretty-the slickrock, you know? We went down 
through the Doll House. Canyonlands, Amhes, all those national 
parks. You can see all that down in the Moab area. And then go into 
the desert and see all the flowers, and up American Fork Canyon it's 
really pretty, especially in the Spring. (Shannon Shirk, 4/21/1996) 

Poison Spder Mesa...[ is] a very beautiful trail. You get a lot of 
different sights that you can see from the trail because of the way it's 
laid out on the plateau. Locally, I like American Fork Canyon because 
of the topography: the cliffs that are up there, the abundant trees and 
forest, the fact that usually you are near water. (Quinn Mortensen, 
4/21/1996) 

I totally love ... Siem Trek, in Tahoe [California]. It's not 
necessarily the hardest. but it's just in a high alpine setting. And I like 
alpine settings. And you traverse Fordyce Creek several times. and 
the water's up past your running board often times. And you're 
thinking: 'Am I going to sink or swim?" -Laughs= 

You get out there like in Moab [Utah]. . . For example.. .you got 
the Lasal mountains there, and they're up there several-l don't know- 
10,000 feet. They're white and snow-capped, and you come down 
and you've got the green surfaces that are coming into the Spring 
bloom, and you get into the red rock, and you get the desert flowers- 
and you look at those contrasts and its absdutely beautiful. I just lose 
myself out there, totally lose myself out there! (Jim Broadbent, 
41911 996) 

It is not difficult to find information supporting the notion that many 

'" Man also anaches these visual aspects with the important concept of history, 
the ideas of history or heritage will be discussed later in this chapter. 
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FIG: 1.10 A small group of Rock Crawlers enjoy a quiet lunch atop the Rocky Mountains of central Utah 

FIG: 1.1 1 Colorful stickrock formations grace the forrgroud while the La Sal manaim rise in tbe background 
Xotice he trail crossing the sage-covered desm floor at the photo's lefk 
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FIG: 1.12 Thrs arch-located north-west of Mu&. Utah-is one of many in that area 

FIG: 1-13 OddJy shaped stone formations hghlight the views of many trails in southern Utah 
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FIG: 1.14 A trail heads towards a series of sandstone "goblins- near Moab, Uuh 

FIG: 1.15 Huge stone monoliths rise out of the desert on the k v n  Mile Rim trail, near Moab, Utah 



Chapter One ' 59 

recreational communities-including Rock Crawlers-need the possibility of enjoying 

or being within an extraordinary or different visual milieu as a component of their 

activity. Not only does the view add to the experience, it is an inseparable part of 

the activity: 'It takes most paddlers five to six days to complete this trip. The trip's 

high point is a part of Canyonlands known as the Doll House. an area full of 

spectacular rock formationsw (Belt B Davis, 87). In fact, these recreational 

experiences would not be complete without the prospect of good views. But good 

views are not the sole component to these activities. The perception of refuge also 

plays its part. 

Outback As Refuge 

When applied to the landscape, the term refuge refers to the perception of 

these places as "concealment" (Appleton, 1996, a), a location 'conducive to hiding 

or sheltering" (Bale. 122). Thus, in the recreational rnind-set, the western 

topography becomes a location for escape." For recreationalists. the recreation- 

oriented landscape is not merely physically removed from the work-a-day world; it 

also withdraws them mentally from that sphere. These experiences "not only 

provide ... temporary escape from life's problems, but [they teach] Americans how to 

cope with realityn (Aquila. 10). Escape provided by the outback experience works 

" Henry Nash Smith asserts that the West has traditionally been perceived as a 
-'refuge of the oppressed"(203). 
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like a salve, healing areas that were previously exposed to caustic substances.15 

While in the back country, recreationalists don't think about 'all my 

responsibilities at work. Having to pay bills and wony about-you know-traffic.. .you 

get away from all the stresses and strains of daily life in a modem city" (Jim 

Broadbent, 4/21/1997). Important to the recreational notion of refuge is the role of 

'the landscape in enhancing (this escapist] experiencen (Bale, 123).16 

Rock crawling is often discussed in this light: 'I love going back into the 

mountains and I can get back into very remote places ...q uickly and easily* (Matt 

Smith, 4/4/1996). For Matt Smith, 'remote places" are far from the daily routine, and 

the crowded world of the urban sphere; he continues: 'One of the things that I feel 

strongly about is getting out into the out-of-doors. For me its a rather Zen-like 

experience. It's a personal experiencen (fig: 1.16) 

Other Rock Crawlers share Matt's feelings. They note that back country 

adventures are also chances to enjoy these places with one's family and friends: 

It's a recreational activity that can be done as a family unit. 4-wheeling 
is something that gets you to an area of the country that would be 
somewhat isolated, away from the hustle and bustle of a big city. 4- 
wheeling and ofi-road adventuring gives you a thrill that not everybody 
has an opportunity to experience. There are places in south-east Utah 
that I'm sure that you and I could go. if we were willing to spend a 
week camping out of the back of a Jeep, and possibly not see another 
vehicle or another person for a week's period of time. (Chip Bmx, 

'' Along with the idea of escape comes that of healing. -*As a place the West was 
not only beautiful but magically healing" (West, 274). Withdrawing mentally from the 
work-a-day world allows one's mind to recuperate. 

16 Abigail A. Van Slyck notes that the southwest was less the discovery of an 
existing landscape than an "invention" of a '-fictive" one which lends itself easily to 
escapism and leisure activities (95-6). 
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4/71 996, italics added) 

Allan Olsen echoes these feelings, explaining that he takes his family 4- 

FIG: 1.16 Huge expanses with no visible urban areas, like this one north of Maab. fmer the notion of escape. 

wheeling 'because [they] enjoy driving the trails, taking the challenge, to see what 

the vehicle will do. Get away h m  urban life" (411 211 996, italics added). During the 

course of the conversation he mentioned escaping urban life several times. Another 

Rock Crawler, Quinn Mortensen, breaks 4-wheeling down to its most basic 

component: 'Its esapism from the daily grindw (4/2111996). It is common for 

recreationalists to note the ability for the land to transport them away from the 'hustle 

and bustle:" 

I've always enjoyed nature. I feel very camfortable away from ... 
modem society. I sort of feel like I've been placed out of time, that I 



Chapter One * 62 

should've been born in the late 1 7001s, early 1800's- ..part of the "old 
West." I feel more at home in the wilderness than in the cities. Even 
though I was raised in Los Angeles-in downtown Los Angeles-l like 
getting away from people. I don't know if being raised in Los Angeles 
made me.. .dislike crowds or what. I don't like going any place where 
it's crowded. (Quinn Mortensen, 5/1111993)" 

Biking in the mountains also presents the chance to slip free from the 

pressures of the work-a-day hustle and bustle: "I go mountain biking in Provo 

Canyon at lunch with a couple of buddies. It's a chance to get some exercise, and 

get away from the crap at work ... It's a chance to relax" (Jim Caldwell, 711997)- 

Other recreationalists-like hikers-mention escaping "the phone. people. jobs, 

duties, the routine" (Cheni Eskridge, 8/6/1997}. 

An integral part of the rehrge aesthetic relies on the land's ability to offer 

enthusiasts a physical removal from the confines of their normal existence. This 

removal, or the chance to "get way, way off the beaten track" (Werkrneister, 1993, 

60), and have 'quiet time" is a strong motivator (Amy Eskridge, 81611 997). Campers 

often refer to their trips into the back country as "a chance to get away ... by rnyselr 

(Holly Neal, 8/2/1997). Or 'I like getting away from people and I like being by 

myself. I love that solitude timen (Cherri Eskridge, 8/6/1997). Others mention the 

lack of sounds from civilization, noting the absence of car horns, police sirens, and 

even air planes as a boon afforded by camping. 

Rock Crawlers, too, venture into the outback as a means for escaping the 

normal activities that absorb or dominate daily life: 

" These values are not unlike feelings of nostalgia; for more on this dynamic. see: 
Yi-Fu Tuan. 1977. 188. 
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I'm in the office 40 hours a week. just absolutely wired to the chair. 
You can't hardly get out the door. You've got people on your case 
every minute. A lot of it's high-pressure, high-stress, and people hate 
to-you know, nobody likes to go to the dentist. People hate that! And 
they tell you that 3 times a day. You know, 'I'd rather have a baby 
than go to the dentist! "...You get that kind of flak, and for me. it's an 
excellent escape or release, or just a safety valve and whatever you 
call &to just go ... out in the garage, turn on the trouble light, and crawl 
under the Jeep ... For me, it's really a good outlet, or an ability to blow 
off some steam and do something that's totally different from what I do 
every day, all day, in the office. And, it's enjoyable, and I go a lot of 
times on an afternoon where the family's not available and nobody's 
around and I'll jump in the Jeep by myself-and take off. And I can be 
on a tough 4-wheel drive trail in 10 minutes from my house. There's 
places that are right above Alpine [Utah] that are technically difficult 4- 
wheeling. I go right by the lake and goof-off for a couple of hours. and 
just get away-don't worry about it. No telephones, no nuthin'. (Ed 
Isaacson, 4/4/1996) 

Because of this feeling of physical separation, many recreationalists also 

believe that the back country affords them chances to remove themselves from the 

negative influences of society: 'There's not cars, there's not pollution. When you go 

for a walk in the morning you can be by yourselP (Amy Eskridge, 8/6/1997). Quinn 

Mortensen-a Rock Crawler, rock climber, camper, hiker, and some-time mountain 

biker-comments that 'everyone is influenced by how others perceive them. You get 

alone in the mountains and basically you can be yourselF (511 111 997). 

One couple on a rock crawling trail ride in Moab informed me that they went 

4-wheeling as a chance to 'get [our sun] away from the drugs and alcohol other kids 

are doingn (Jeep Safati, 1993). They emphasized that taking time to enjoy the south 

Utah environment together as a family was one of the reasons their son had no 

behavior-related problems, unlike other ywth living in their neighborhood (fig: 1.1 7).  

This attitude is not unusual. I worked at Mountain West Off-Road Supply, a 



Chapter One * 64 

FIG: 1.17 Children are ubiquitous to the uail ride milieu, where they are sa5alired into the rock crawling 
culture. There are frequently qxx~al games for kids dunng breaks. Toys oo the aail rides are often off-road 
oriented: 3x1 pull-toys. radio-wntrolfed 1x3s, and even smaII motorized rigs that the kids can sit in and drive 
appear during rests. This boy plays with a toy Jeep on the Rubicon traii. (Courtesy Off-Roadcorn) 
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business that specializes in selling parts for, and building, off-road vehicles. Couples 

routinely mme into the store as part of their plan to build an off-road vehicle. Many 

explain that they intend to use their rig as a means for taking their children away 

from the urban sprawl. Many note that such positive experiences would be 

beneficial to their childrens' characters (figs: 1.1 8. 1 -19). One hikerlcamper similarly 

endorses the back country as a place to rear one's family: 'It serves as a vehicle to 

teach children the principles of preparation, responding to challenges, dealing with 

crises, overcoming physical hardships, pressing beyond previous limitsn (Chris 

Eskridge, 8/61 1997). 

Most people experience a sensation of freedom accompanying this escape. 

Jim Broadbent, a Rock Crawler, asserts that he feels "just free to the windw 

(4/9/1996). How enthusiasts exercise their freedom is a personal choice. Victor 

Mokler comments that 'I can go where I want, when I want-within limits of the trails 

anyway--and when I'm tired I sleep, hungry, I eat, etcetera. I can do whatever I 

please. If I feel like running around naked for haff the day and jumping in some high 

mountain lake, so be it!" (5/2/1997). On the other hand, Cheni Eskridge emphasized 

that she enjoys when her family devotes a portion of their hikinglcamping time to 

religious-oriented pursuits. Her family takes time to relate the back country and the 

experiences these places add to their religious beliefs (8/6/1997). 

The view that back country offers escape and d a c e  is a strong motivator for 

those venturing into these spaces for recreational activities. f ime spent in these 

recreational pursuits is more than the fun experienced during the activity; it 

represents an escape from the work-a-day world, an escape from the masses, and 
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FIG: 1.18 Mar). and Cecil Rice (both in their 70s) stared that thqr "raised [their] fa* out of this Jeep." which 
they purchased new. They were proud that their kids are now raising their own children with frequent outback 
mps. Nonce their I946 Jeep's "door wells that Cecil specially modified for Flary]...and for f& use" (h4a1~ 
Rice. Jeep Safiri. 19%) 
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even an escape from negative social forces. As such, these experiences are often 

valued as character building. or even as 'a sanity check" (Victor Mokler. 5/2/1997). 

Outback As Hazard 

"It's about cheating death, living on the edge." 
(Dan Wynkoop, 5/26/94) 

The opportunity for hazard is the final boon offered to recreationalists by the 

land. Hazards are those aspects of the land which push individuals to leave their 

"zone of securityw (Bale, 125). These outdoor locations have also been referred to 

as "landscape[s] of exposuren (Appleton, 1996, 132). That is. persons passing 

through these 'gloriously rugged natural venuesn are more vulnerable to danger or 

possible injury than they would be during every-day activities (Konik. 40). 

Essentially, this aesthetic depends upon the landscape as a source of heightened 

'exposure to danger" (Bale, 124). or a place to 'discover [one's] limitsn (Konik. 39). 

These dangers engender the pulsequickening 'excitement" and the 'high that 

you get from something different than every-day lifew sought by many outdoors 

people (Amy Eskridge. 8/6/1997). One Rock Crawler who is involved in myriad other 

recreational activities, pushes his limits outdoors 

because it's fun. I love to push things to the edge in my recreational 
endeavors. I am very much an extreme skier, ride my mountain bike 
at the edge.. .and do the same with my dirt bike [motorcycle]. Four 
wheeling is ... another expression of that. I love to be outdoors in any 
capacity (fig: 1 -1 8). (Glenn Wa kefield, 1 012411 996) 

In this perspective, the back country is linked psychologically with pushing oneself 



Chapter One ' 68 

FIG: 130 Gterul Wakefield gets extreme on an Arizona trail ledge. (Cwnesy Off-Roadcom) 

to the limit physically? 

The opportunity for such adventure comes from activities requiring 

participants to meld their movements 'into a context in which they can more 

effectively evoke the satisfaction which comes.. .from successful strategic 

participation in [this] entire environment" (Appleton. 1 996, 1 57). Many activities 

require enthusiasts to pit their skills against specific environmental contexts which 

would not be thought of as conducive to their mode of locomotion. Extreme skiing 

is a good example of such recreational activ~ty.'~ Extreme skiers now ski off diff 

Bale has noted links between "sport, space, landscape and psychology" (124). 

l9  Caillois refers to similar endeavors as ilinr, noting that these partly incontrol, 
partly out-of-control, activities "momentarily destroy the stability of perception and 
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faces hundreds of feet high. These runs are accomplished by jumping from snow 

covered outcrop to outcrop down the cliff face. The locations these skiers frequent 

could kill those not skilled in the techniques required by these enthusiasts; mistakes 

by these enthusiasts, themselves, could (and do) result in fatal falls. 

White water rafting and kayaking are also currently on the rise, and these 

communities are drawn to raging rivers for reasons similar to those of the extreme 

skiers: 'An adrenal gland is a temble thing to waste" (Edgerly, 81 ). The type of river 

they favor can be characterized by its dramatic challenges: 

The recommended segment is a popular stretch of [difficult] 
whitewater flowing through a gorge that extends through Pisgah and 
Cherokee National Forests. The Nolichucky [river] has a lot to offer 
whitewater paddlers, dropping 35 to 60 feet per mile and boasting 
such well-known rapids as Jaws, On The Rocks and Quarter Mile. 
(David Jenkins, 38) 

Often, speed is an essential part to the challenge of traversing a dangerous 

topographic milieu. The thrill ammpanying swift movement is one people regularly 

seek, but find difficult to put into words. However, occasionally an individual finds 

a combination of words that seems to encapsulate this sensation: 

During the run there is a panorama of feeling and sensation-luscious 
colors, feelings of weightlessness, a sense of everything being quiet 
and an overwhelming sense of accomplishment. And, oh yeah, it's 
freaky as hell. (Jack McClure, quoted in: Creamer, 1 1 ) 

Although this comment was elicited from a drag racer, the sensations at speed that 

he describes have also been noted by enthusiasts in other communities. 

Dave Mosher, a motocross devotee, rides his motorcycle because he enjoys 

inflict a kind of voluptuous panic upon an othekse ludic mind ... The disturbance ... is 
commonly sought for its own sake" (23). 
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"the rush ... the free feeling ...[ of being] as close to floating through the air without 

actually floating through h e  air" (8f2011997). The feeling of freedom and floating is 

closely linked to the hazards offered by the back country: 'its a rush-you don't know 

what's going to happen, you can just ride fast. Anything can happen." David 

continues, elaborating on the rush provided by the combination of speed and 

uncertainty; note that he speakally comments that the location for such excitement 

is provided by the topographic setting: 

D.M. 

D.N. 

D.M. 

D.N. 

D.M. 

Sand dunes are the best.. . because you can just fly across them, hit- 
and you can launch off a dune and just fly forever and come down to 
a soft [landing] on the other side of the dunes. It's nice and rounded 
and you can come down to a soft landing. It's already there Worn 
nature; you don't have to go and build it. 

What are you thinking when you're flying through the air? 

Am 1 gonna crash? Am I gonna crash? Am I gonna crash [laughing]!? 

How often do you crash? 

Oh, once a trip. Once a trip guaranteed. And with a group of people 
it's twice a triphecause you get crazy. No rules; no nothing. You 
just fly. Just so you can get out of control easy. It's real easy. It's a 
fine line there between riding controlled and riding out of control, and 
it's easy to cross at the sand dunes. (8/20/1997) 

One rapidly growing sport community that thrives on a combination of speed 

and technique to negotiate arduous territory is mountain bikers. Dave Mosher is 

also a mountain biker. One of his favorite trails is in Provo Canyon, located just 

north of Provo, Utah. 

Squaw Peak ... is a rush! You gotta brake almost the whole time or 
elseyou never have to peddle... There's little launch-jumps all the way 
down there. and if you don't brake soon enough-you'll just fly off. 
When you land you're going just as fast as you can and you're lucky 
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to get slowed down before the next one.. ..It's rocky. It's pretty rough 
and rocks and stuff is in the way that's loose. There's a lot of loose 
stuff, so you've got to be careful about that (The trail] is ... not 
extreme, but dangerous. It's not extreme, but it is dangerous. 
(8/20/1997) 

David's description of the trail centers on the danger and excitement it provides. For 

him, the attraction resides in the pulse-quickening, hell-bent, never-know-what-will- 

happen-next, benefits it provides- "It is dangerous ... because it's loose and you can 

get up to maximum speed if you don't know what you are doing. You can get up to 

your maximum speed real fasr (David Mosher, 8/20/1997)! 

Speed is not always an important component of the thrill offered by the land. 

Rock Crawlers achieve thrills by taking their rigs over and through obstacles which 

seem ridiw lously impossible to those not associated with the community (figs: 1 -2 1 - 

1.26). "So the challenge is to get (your vehicle] up [obstacles] as smooth as you can 

and as gracefully as possible, and over the worst possible obstacle without breaking 

pa rts-hopefully (Jim Broad bent. 4M996).  The reason many attempt these 

dangers is "because [they] enjoy driving the trails, taking the challenge, to see what 

the vehicle will do" (Allan Ofsen, 411 Z1996). 

Many non-Rock Crawlers have trouble conceiving that drivers can exclaim 'I 

was so scared and so hyped-up-but yet so excited; I haven't been that excited 

about something for years" about driving at speeds of less than five miles-per-hour 

(Ed lsaacson, 4/16/1996). But these experiences are what many Rock Crawlers 

crave: 

I 'wheel for the thrill of it. Though I do appreciate the beauty of the 
wilderness while I'm there. I like challenging. technical, stuff that is 
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both fun to watch and fun to do. I've been to Las Cmces, Dakota 
Tem'fory, Sledgehammer/Jackhammer/A ff enhock, Moab, and 
everything tough around here. I enjoy the thrill of it (F maps 1 8 2). 
(Glenn Wakefield, 1 012411 996) 

Many Rock Crawlers search out trails that are so 'challenging that you are 

wasted by the time you get home" (Shannon Shirk, 4/21/1996). Chip Brox notes that 

he frequents these extreme trails because: 

of the enjoyment I get out of the outdoor experience, the time I spend 
with friends, the satisfaction you get out of being able to do something 
that ... most people look at in awe-thinking: 'No one can do that! You 
can't even walk up that rock, let alone drive a vehicle up that rock!" 
The ability of a vehicle to ascend a rather steep incline of some kind. 
or come down a M i n e  that a normal person would have to sit on his 
fanny and skid down on his butt is absolutely amazing! And the 
adrenaline rush that you get out of that is second to noneabsolutely 
second to none. (4/7/1996) 

Drivers who regularly frequent such trails are referred to as 'hard coren or 'big dogsn 

These names mean that the thrill induced by travelling over 'challenging, technical 

stuff is something they live for (Glenn Wakefield, 10/24/1996). 

These trails can be boulder-strewn valleys so convoluted and broken that 

drivers are tempted to note: 'The cool thing about Jackhammer [trail] is you get to 

it and you're like, 'Where's the trail?'" (Shannon Shirk. 4/21/1996). They can also 

provide obstacles like five foot ledges that drivers must drop their rigs off, as with 

White Knuckle Hill, in Moab, Utah. Other trails boast rivers deep enough that 

participants question: 'Am I going to sink or swim?" (Jim Broadbent, 4/9/1996). 

Each trail has a different set of obstacles to negotiate. Many could ruin a vehicle or 

hurt its passengers if the driver makes a mistake. 

Not all outdoor activities seem as dangerous as climbing one's Jeep along a 
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FIG: 12 1 Man Smith "sets air" on DunrpBump. an obstacle east of Moab. Utah (Courtesy Ken Hanisoa) 

FIG: 122 Man hangs in the balance- (Cwrtesy Ken Harrisu~) 
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FIG: 1.23 Mart continues his climb up DumpBwnp. For a second no one h e w  which way he would go. He 
finally settled back onto terra firma with no problems. (Cour!esy Ken Harrison) 

FIG: 121 .4 Jeep climbs over large W d e r  on the Gtwrdian wad, New Mexico. (Counw Off-Roadcorn) 
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FIG: 1.25 Jeff Beach climbs a ledge on a southern Utah traiI. (Courtesy Jeff Beach) 

FIG: 126 Jeff Beach climbs a five-foat verticd ledge, then must stnddle the chasm at it's top. The potential 
tbr personal or vehcular damage on such obstacles obvious. (Counesy Jeff Beach) 
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cliff. Yet many do. Campers note that there is occasionally an element of danger 

in camping which can add excitement to the trip. The danger involved in camping 

could come from something as mundane as slipping on rocks. Additionally. 'there's 

a certain danger to [camping) ... because you don't know if there's a dangerous 

animal lurking" (Holly Neal. 8/2/1997). 'In my home state of Colorado last year. 

black bean ate two peopk, opening a small trailer-home like a can of tuna to get at 

one of themn (Tilton. 36)?O Such possibilities add to the excitement and adventure 

of camping. 

The link between all of these different scenarios is the excitement produced 

by the danger and/or uncertainty involved in negotiating or interacting with these 

places. Participants feel charged by such episodes. In fact, some imagine that 

these experiences provide a rush comparable to that provided by drugs (Charfie 

Copsey, 411 994). This 'rushw is a magnet. drawing many Rock Crawlers-and other 

recreationalists--into the outback. 

Recreationalists 'infuse" and "create the landscapes" in which they undertake 

their activities in terms of pmsect, mrefe, and hazard (Kahn. 188). The combination 

of these three perspectives creates a full y-realized experience. However, other 

communities do not see eye to eye with this gestalt of the landscape. 

'' The very real danger of bear attacks upon outdoor enthusiasts exists. see: Bob 
Sarber, 184. 
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PRESERVATIONIST COMMUNITIES 

Preservationist groups are comprised of individuals concerned with "the 

preservation of the outstanding wildlands ... and the management of these lands in 

their natural staten (Spring 1 997 SU WA newsletter, 2). *' Essentially, this is based 

upon two main drives: (1) lands perceived as not bearing the mark of human 

intervention must be managed so as to keep them in this state, and (2) "human- 

disturbed environmentsw must be "restored" to their former condition (Siem Club, 

http://~~~~.sierraclub. org/policy/4 13. html). 22 

These views are expanded and elaborated upon by the Sierra Club. Their 

mission statement is explicit in its references to how public lands can be used and 

protected: 

. To explore, enjoy. and protect the wild places of the earth; 

. to practice and promote the responsible use of the earth's em 
systems and resources; 

To educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore the qualw of 
the natural and human environment; and 

To use all lawful means to carry out these objectives. 
(http:I/~ww. sierradub.orglpolicy/) 

Like other preservation-based communities, the focus of the Sierra Club is to 

" For more on preservationist and environmental ideologies, see works by: 
Nicholas Baldwin, Michael Frome, and Joseph PetuIla. 

" See: Wilderness and lhe American Mind, Roderick Nash's book-length study of 
America's moral aesthetic regarding their relationship to wild landscapes. 
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"protect and restore ... the wild places of the earth ... where the forces of nature 

prevailn (Wayne Hoskisson, 9/9/1997). Essentially, the crux of this perspective is 

that wildemess locations should remain 'free of all contaminating influencesw of 

society (fig: 1 -27) (Worster. 6). 23 

FIG: 137 Cutting into the mountains, Kennecon Copper Mine looms over the farms south of Salt Lake City. 
For many presemationists this, the world's largest open pit mine. is a vision of contamination 

For these folk, wilderness can have a bi-level meaning. It can be used 

generally in reference to wild places. This is a more vernacular mnceptualization. 

But the t e n  also has a poignant legal definition. Wilderness space is a legal 

designation for which these groups push. Wilderness standing means that the 

'' Wilson notes that '-since at least the witch burnings of the sixteenth century, 
people of European origin have regarded nature as separate from human civilization, 
which makes it possible to argue for its protection" (25). 
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space is to remain free of any motorized traffic, equine travel (in some situations), 

and in some locations even hikers are forbidden. Sam Rushforth, a member of the 

Southern Utah WiMemess Alliance (SUWA), the Siem Club. 24 and the Utah County 

Clean Air Coalition, explains his understanding of Wilderness designation: 

Of course the 1%3 Wemess  Act says that essentially lands that are 
untrarnmelled by man-their gendered term-and where the evidence 
of man is essentially absent or minimized [can be designated as 
Wilderness]. Five thousand acres in extent, or of the size that it can 
be managed to maintain its wifderness character, and then with 
adequate opportunities for.. .recreation that is essentially of a primitive 
nature. For me, roads have a lot to do with Wldemess, I don't-I'm a 
big believer in roadless areas. So, for me, tracts of land that are 
relatively unmarked by humans, in particular, are roadless. At least 
these have the potential to qualify as Wilderness. (1 011 311 997) 

Like recreational communities, preservationists' concepts of 'wilderness* (in 

its legal or vernacular conceptualization) are motivated by images of refuge. Wayne 

Hoskisson, a dedicated activist who vigorously works with preservationist groups 

such as the Sierra Club, the Wilderness Society, the Southern Utah W e m e s s  

Alliance, the Uinta Mountain Club, and the Utah Wilderness Coalit~on,~~ notes that 

being in the wilderness provides 'the opportunity for solitude, the unrestricted 

chance to enjoy the land without restrictionsn (91'711997). In an assertion similar to 

comments made by mountain bikers and Rock Crawlers, he states that these places 

provide chances to 'escape the crty [and its] peopie" (9ffl1997). Like Wayne, many 

feel that 'as open spaces become further cluttered and air pollution in our cities 

" Sam also created and maintains an internet web site for the Sierru Club's Utah 
chapter. 

-< -- Wayne notes that the Urah Wilderness Coalition is -an umbrella organization 
1 inking many groups ... it links about one-hundred and fifty groups" (9!7/ 1997). 
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worsens, the value of the wild country Utah has to offer for everyone will only 

increasen (Ken Rait, 16). 

Terry Tempest Williams, a novelist and member of SUWA's board of 

directors, authored a novel entitled Refuge: A Season in the Wilderness. The novel- 

-an eco-critical response-exptored experiences and interaction with the Utah 

wilderness that helped the author deal with the cancer-induced sickness and death 

of her mother. Through the encounters she had with the land, and its indigenous life 

forms, Tempest was able to find solace and personal and spiritual strength during 

a challenging and frightening segment of her life? 

But preservationists' enjoyment of the wilderness is not limited to viewing it 

as refuge; most also esteem these Imations as prospect. Like recreationalists they 

find these places 'fulfilling on an aesthetic or spiritual basisw (Wayne Hoskisson, 

9/7/1997). Although, many note: "you couldn't find very much [currently remaining) 

wilderness that is pristine in the contiguous forty-eight states" (Wayne Hoskisson, 

91711 997).'? In fact. many preservationists are recreationalists in that they spend 

time camping, hiking, (non-motorized) boating, and using other fonns of enjoyment 

that do not "present serious and special problems of impact on the environment" 

(http:/~wwwsierraclub.orglpolicy/408.html) This point is where the preservationist 

communities diverge from the recreation-based groups: how these lands should best 

be preserved, managed, and experienced, so as to ensure their existence for future 

-'"or more, see: Farr & Snyder, 197-2 1 1. 

" For more, see: Wilson, 2 3 - 5 5  
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generations (Wayne Hoskisson, 9/7/1997). 

Rather than enjoying these places by venturing into them with a vehicle, 

preservationists believe they should be enjoyed by non-motorized means. Some 

believe that there are areas where no human shouM even tread upon the soil. Since 

there are many different communities, they obviously do not all see eye to eye on 

what forms of access are acceptable. Additionally, location also affects these 

choices; one group may believe: 'In certain areas it is possible for off-road vehicles 

to travel cross-country. Repeated vehicle travel across sensitive soils quickly 

creates a visible trackw (http:/~.suwa.orglfaqpart4. htrnl#roads). Others may see 

!he =me tract of land and argue that no human should ever set foot or drive a 4x4 

within that b~undary.'~ 

No matter how strictly a given community feels that public lands should be 

managed, most seem to feel that "wilderness areas are a core to something 

more.. .and [they should] not [be] just small islandsn (Wayne Hoskisson, WIl997) .  

Elaborating on this idea, Wayne states: 'A park is real nice-people can see it. But 

it is not large enough to have any real benefit ... animals need to move about-to 

migraten (9ff11997). Wayne sees the shrinking tracts of wilderness and laments that 

the general populace will not realize that these areas are disappearing "before the 

nightmare of creeping urbanizationn until they are gone (Nash, 380). And once they 

'' Following a lengthy discussion about the rise of the recreational and aesthetic 
appreciation of the American deserts (9 1 - 125), David Teague concludes: "Seeking 
aesthetic escape the way our culture currently does-through ecotourism, for instance-is 
a human endeavor that works no differently in the desert than it does elsewhere. 
Aesthetic escapes are experiences that people enjoy immensely and for which an 
ecosystem must pay dearly" ( 1 25). 
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are gone they cannot be brought back. He is quick to note the plants in Utah that 

have disappeared. tie also remembers a type of skunk which was unique to certain 

areas in southern Utah that is now extinct, "gone forever" (9/7/1997). 

Sam Rushforth agrees with Wayne. In fact. discussing the 'fragmentation of 

the landscapen he uses terminology similar to Wayne's (1 011 3/1997). Words like 

"islands" are repeated; and he elaborates on how these places are key to something 

more. He sees them as keys to the cohesiveness (or lack of it) of the people: 

One thing is perfectly clear ... If we end up with islands that fulfill the 
legal '63 Wilderness Act definition of Wilderness, in a sea of abused 
and developed lands, we haven't won a thing! What we have to do is 
be convinced as a people-in the United States, and in particular in the 
western parts of the country, which are very divisive-we have to be 
convinced that preservation of the land and love and care of the land- 
no matter what its official, legal definition-is what we should be doing. 
And unless we accomplish that I think we are going to end-up with 
more fragmentation of the landscape. And more divisive arguments 
among the people. (1 0/1 Wl997) 

Many preservationists reason that as long as vehicles, extraction-based 

activities.2g and in some cases even hikers, enter certain sensitive areas, these 

locations may be damaged beyond repair before something can be done to protect 

them. Commenting upon the issue of protecting wilderness areas from the gamut 

of activities that are dangerous to their existence, Wayne noted that 'it's a constant 

battle; We have to find ways of protecting these areas." He later focused for a 

moment upon extraction-based activities, solemnly noting: 'We live in a culture 

where people see the land as a place to extract resources" (Wayne Hoskisson, 

' 9  The renowned preservationist Edward Abbey published an article against the 
ranching and farming communities entitled: "Even the Bad Guys Wear White Hats: 
Cowboys. Ranchers, and the Ruin of the West." 
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9/7/1997). Sam discussed the land in similar terms (1 011 3/l99?). 

These concerns lead preservationist activists to work long and tireless hours 

in defense of these lands." They place lobbyists in Washington, work with groups 

they see as dangerous to specific areas-in efforts to find alternative locations for 

their activities-and publicize these dangerous activities in the media if the groups 

do not work with them. They also 'watch ... the federal agencies that manage these 

areas, to make sure they don't allow the degradation of these placesw (Wayne 

Hoskisson, 9/7/d 997). 

A LAND OF CONFLICTING VISIONS AND VOICES 

Although the following discussion focuses upon how Rock Crawlers, as 

recreationalists, fit into the general land use milieu of the west, a large portion of the 

discussion focuses on relations between communities falling into the three different 

la ndsca pe gestalts: extraction, recreation, and preservation- This is because 

communities falling into each of these designations vie for the same tracts of land. 

Essentially. each group's traditions regarding these places force them to wage war 

with other differing groups to protect their own beliefs. These wan-usually fought 

" Ecudefeme: A FIeld Guide to Monke-wrenching. written by Dave Foreman. 
takes the preservation goal to a militant extent. It begins with a short disclaimer, then 
launches into a study of how to sa'satage the machinery (helicopters, heavy machinery, 
etc ...) used by extraction based corporations. For instance, nails or spikes can be driven 
into trees so as to ruin chain saws. The ultimate soal of  such actions is to make the 
continuous repairs to these machines so expensive as to render expansion into these areas 
unprofitable. The writer believes that the corporations will then leave. 
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in courts of law and even Congress-are very real. Many hours are spent at grass- 

roots levels supporting these fights. Millions of dollars are spent for lobbying, legal 

fees. and propaganda. In fact. an entire industry has developed to serve the land 

use concerns. Consequently, one's hope for the continued existence of these 

places rests in 'winningn these conflicts. This view places many groups at odds with 

each other. 

In fact, when I commented to a group of Rock Crawlers that I was going to be 

interviewing individuals from preservationist communities, one of my them laughingly 

asked "how long can you last before you haul-off and whack one of them?" Another 

called them 'zealots." Others made less respectable comments. Jokes about me 

secretly becoming one of 'them" were bandied back and forth. Although the tone 

seemed light and joking, the content of the conversation was less so. It was obvious 

that preservationist communities are regarded as a threat. In a situation where 

clashing concepts of the land can mean the death of the rock crawling way of life-in 

fact, the death of their conceptualization of the West-they are always mindful of 

other groups' perspectives when considering 'their" land. 

An awareness of Rock Crawfers' perceptions regarding the physical 

environment does not fully explain the social matrix in which they exist. 

Understanding this milieu foms a crucial basis for grasping haw the landscape 

figures into their world view and activities. As previously noted, each of the three 

conflicting landscape gestalts produces groups that praise the land for widely 

diverging reasons. Consequently, communities falling into these three perspectives 

regularly "battlen for control over who has the right to utilize the unimproved 
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land!back muntryhiidemess (Wayne Hoskisson, 9/7/1997). These content ions are 

not just concerned with differing opinions; they literally decide who can and cannot 

access the contested tracts of land. 

These land use battles are not relegated to (the frequent) minor conflicts with 

local ranchers over where they graze their herds. Greater contentions rage between 

preservationists and large corporate machines such as Conoco lnc. Conoco 

recently targeted sites in the Grand Stailcase-Escalante National Monument areas 

in southern Utah, as a location for oil exploration. It is alleged that this drilling could 

take place within eyesight of some of the southwest's most picturesque and fragile 

topography. 

Preservationists immediately became involved in a movement to stop 

Conoco: 

At the end of February, SUWA, the Sierra Club, the Wilderness 
Society and the Grand Canyon Trust met with representatives from 
Conoco Inc. and asked the corporation to work with us to find suitable 
leases outside the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, 
before any drilling took place. The company said no. (Spring 1997 
SUWA newsletter, 17) 

Each group is concerned with maintaining a dimate conducive to its perception of 

the landscape. Wilderness groups push to keep the land in its present form, or to 

restore it to its past splendor, while the corporate image of the land rests on the 

transformation of resources to consumable product. Conoco's failure to agree with 

the a ltemate choices proposed by representatives from the united preservationist 
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groups ensured a vicious legal battle accompanied by public relations blitzes. 3' And 

as Conoco begins their work, the battle continues. 

But the combat lines are not always so easily drawn; the numerous 

communities falling into each of the three perspectives do not see eye to eye with 

other groups sharing their landscape gestalt. Thus, groups that would seem to be 

friendly with each other often vie for the same spaces, producing land-use battles 

andlor hostilities. For instance, the desert surrounding Moab, Utah, has become a 

gathering place for 4-wheelers and mountain bikers from around the world. Its 

arduous terrain provides challenges and beautiful sights to those travelling the trails. 

There should be enough room for both groups to enjoy this terrain without incident. 

However, at both 1993 and 1994 Rock Crawling events in Moab, 4x4 drivers 

discussed attercations involving mountain bikers. Many blamed the bikers for these 

incidents; although, some blamed other Rock Crawlers. It became obvious that 

hostilities, roused over who has the right to use the trails, erupt and routinely 

separate these two communities. I am also a mountain biker-as are many Rock 

Crawlers-and have been baffled by these rivalries. Why, I questioned, would these 

two recreational groups harbor animosity towards each other? 

I was further surprised by the reaction I got from the staff at a specialty 

mountain biking shop when they learned I was also an off-road vehicle enthusiast. 

They balked, and seemed genuinely shocked that I could harbor the views of a 

group that seemed dearly at odds with their own. These antagonistic views are not 

" For a discussion of environmental law. and its use during battles concerning the 
land, see: Roderick Nash, 272-3 15. 
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unanimous. In fact, many mountain bikers routinely come to Mountain West Off- 

Road Supply to fix or mod@ t k i r  4x4s. However, a rivalry does sometimes surface 

between the two communities when they meet in the back country. 

During the Red Rock 4-Wheeks' Labar Day Camp-Out, in Moab. Utah, I was 

riding with Quinn Mortensen in his Bronco. We happened upon a small group of 

bikers sharing the Chkken Cornem trail with us. He slowed "so as not to dust them" 

(8/3 1 / I  997), and rolled down his window to say 'hellow to the bikers. We slowly 

moved along-side them long enough for a short conversation regarding the trail, the 

weather, and the quality of their ride. Driving away, Quinn noted that "we should 

never miss a chance to do some P-R work with mountain bikersw (8i3111997)- 

Such efforts are commonly discussed by the Rock Crawling community: 

One thing that offers instant reward is to show courtesy to other trail 
users, such as hikers, horse riders, and bicyclists. It shouldn't be too 
hard to leave them space when passing on the trail. If you can. stop 
and turn your engine off. Horses can spook easily, which can make 
for a potentially memorable meeting. (Nylund. 1 09) 

Although expanding the discussion beyond that of the mountain biking community, 

the above comment still discusses meetings with other trail-using groups in terms 

of showing a respectful willingness to interact with them in a positive manner. 

Namtives supporting these tensions usually involve land use rights. Stories 

from the 1993 and 1994 Moab events all concerned who had 'the right to be on the 

trailn (1 993 Rock Crawler's trailside comment). Rock Crawlers swapped stories 

about bikers who would not give-way to Rock Crawlers. One Jeep driver told 

several people gathered during a trail ride break about a group of bikers who 'spread 
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out across the trail as they rode" and would not let his group by. Since leaving the 

trail to go around them was not an option,"the Jeeperr wwe forced to follow behind 

the slow-moving bikers "for a couple of miles." 

But offenses go both ways; bikers note incidents where off-roaders 

intentionally flew by them on dusty trails-leaving the bikes. and their riders. in 

billowing clouds of fine-grained trail dust. Trying to breath while riding in such 

airborne silt is nearly impossible. The particles also get into clothing and bicycle 

gears. This is certainly aggravating. Such ads only further push these groups into 

antagonistic positions, making them more apt to compete for land usage rather than 

to strive for a workinglsharing relationship- 

Jim Broadbent, an avid Rock Crawler, fisherman, hunter, and camper, has 

noted the need to grow beyond such rivalries: 

A lot of public interest people, they're looking at land-use these days. 
You know-the Jeep groups, the ATV groups. and the environmental 
groups-and somewhere we have to have harmony in those groups in 
order to continue to use (the land] peacefully with-amongst one 
another. So you have to give-way to the bicyclists or the hiker and 
things like that. (41911 996) 

His comment expands beyond a focus on strife between similar groups by noting 

environmentalists. This statement, then, also includes communities holding 

contradicting expectations of the land. 

Jim's comment is important because it forms the basis for the 'multiple-use" 

ethic adopted by most Rock Crawlers. 'Multiple-use" has a specific meaning for 

" To learn why leaving the trail was not an option, see the discussions on T r r l  
Lrgltd~..' in chapters two and five. 
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them. Generally, when using this t e n  they refer to public lands which are open to 

usage by many differing communities. In other words, these places should remain 

open to many groups entertaining many different landscape gestalts: 

I believe multipleuse to be lands that are geared towards any use that 
is not detrimental to the land: mountain bikers, hikers, 4-wtteeIersl 
people on horseback, anything like that-you know-that use the same 
land, whether you have each trail open to all of those or have trails 
specific to each one-you know-remains up to the judgement of the 
people managing the area. (Quinn Mortensen, 8/20/1997) 

It is interesting that the above description specifically notes activities which are 

believed to have no "detrimentalw effect upon the landscape. Perceived as "multi- 

use" zones (Albright, 13), these locations become the locus for activities such as: 

snowmobiling, horseback riding and motorcycling.. ..cross-country 
skiing, riding dune buggies, hunting, fishing, hiking and all around 
adventuring. .. .You can four-wheel, hike, photograph scenery galore, 
explore old mine sites and historic buildings, add to your flora and 
fauna lists, take nature walks and feel like you are part of a unique 
period of history (fig: 1 -25). (1 3-1 5) 

In addition to Rock Crawlers' perception of multiple use lands as offering 

locations for numerous leisure activities, these places are also available to 

communities who do not share the recreational gestatt. During a conversation 

regarding the importance of the multiple use perspective, Randy Robinson touched 

upon this dynamic: 

First of all, I think multiple use means pretty much what the name 
implies. And that is that-the land is kept open so that it can be used, 
and provide the things that are available there for everybody in our 
society. But, in a managed, controlled, way. But, multiple use, 
meaning that it can be used for fanning, ranching, mining, 
recreation.. .all those kinds of things. (9/2111997) 

Designated as 'multiple-use* by the government, these lands are also available-as 
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FIG: 1.28 Chip B r o ~  leader of a ride along the Szh Creek Canjvn trail studies same ancient Native herican 
pictomhs on a canyon wall with another trail ride participant 

Randy notes-to those groups who might utilize them for their monetary benefits. 

This discussion has already touched upon cattle ranchers. They make extensive 

use of these lands for grazing livestock throughout the west These spaces are also 

available for lumber, mining, and many other activities (Summer 1994 SUWA 

newsletter, 20). 

The multiple use concept, which is shared by recreationalists and extractors, 

is at odds with presewationists' wilderness philosophy. In fact, as previously noted, 

wilderness is not merely a term for the preservationists; it is also a federal-level legal 

33 For a discussion on multiple use, see: Wilson, 228. 

" Recreationalists favor the multiple use ethic because it protects their leisure 
spaces. E.xtraction groups favor this approach because it ensures that they will have a 
continuing supply of locations for present and future ventures. 
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designation for which they aggressively push. Wilderness designation and multiple 

use are currently antithetical and mutually exclusive ways of managing the land. 

Randy noted how designating a space as 'Wildernessn extinguishes the multiple use 

properties of that land: 

I think the biggest threat to [the back country] is Wildemess 
designation. Wilderness designation eliminates the multiple use 
concept ... entirely. I mean. it makes the property available for use only 
by a select few people. And that includes only those few people who 
are unusually, exceptionally, healthy. It pretty-much limits to the 
younger members of our population, and it limits us only to 
recreational use for that select group. For the most part, many of the 
areas that we're talking about-especially in the case of the remote 
desert areas-it limits the use to almost no one. At least for the 
majority of the year, and sometimes for the entire year it will limit it 
pretty much to non-use, rather than any use at all. The key factor 
there is water availability. (9/2 1/1997) 

When asked what his de-ption of Wilderness designation would be, Randy 

answered using a rhetoric concerning access and availability which is common to 

Rock Crawlers: 

Well, if we're talking about Wilderness designation the way it's 
currently conceived-and we have a legal description that is the 
description when Wilderness is designated in the United States-and 
that is ... that once this is designated, and they have criteria to decide 
whether it qualifies, but once it's designated as Wilderness its use is 
limited to.. .access to it is.. .limited to..-non-mechanical access. In other 
words, by walking or. ..for a sew few, by horseback. But again, when 
we are talking about a desert environment, it limits it to almost no one 
in those extreme cases where we want to get into an area that's more 
that a couple of miles from the nearest road. It's no access at all. 
Because a human being can't pack enough water to allow them to go 
more than a few miles. And a horse is not much better off; it can't 
pack water for the rider and for itself. 

And so it limits the access to so many of those areas that once 
they are de~~nated as Wilderness, they are no longer being used by 
anyone. They're just designated as huge tracts of land that have no 
value unless there's some kind of an ulterior motive behind their 
designation that we don't know about. (912 111 997) 
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In light of the limiting nature of Wilderness designation, the 'multiple use" 

ethic is important for Rock Crawlers. This is because it represents and preserves 

their right to access back country trails. This access is more than a mere diversion. 

it is also perceived as a way to enjoy Western heritage and history. Linked with a 

notion of heritage, the back country is regularly seen as a repository for history; this 

history is regularly synonymous with popular culture's depictions of the West's 

cowboy days. These images are affected by such popular culture iconography as 

the paintings by Frederic Remington and Charles M. Russeli, and essentially focus 

on the conviction that in the West there was a heightened sense of 'individuaf 

liberation, of breaking away toward some physical and spiritual freedomn (West, 

276).35 This 'old West," the frontier West, can be accessed and enjoyed by 

venturing into the back country locations (Quinn Mortensen, 5/11/1993). 

Thus, hetitage and history are often discussed synonymously when referring 

to the back country: 

Through the marvels of Citizen's Band radio, Tim acted as our 
historical interpreter. I figure that he really enjoys history, because he 
sure shared a lot of it with us. The Black Hills scenery is breathtaking. 
It reminded me of places much farther west in the United States. In 
fad, the area we were in was once home to Calamity Jane and Wild 
Bill Hickock. We even drove past a site that was used as a backdrop 
in the motion picture 'Dances With Wolves". . .Even though the route 
was rated a 2 [in difficulty], it scored a perfect 5 for history and 
scenery. (Nobert, 8) 

Peecing out at Utah's Great Basin Desert through the old rifle ports of 

'' "Image and legend have played a role in shaping human behavior no less 
influential than facts and events; what people thought took place, or believed to exist. [is] 
only slightly less important to them than what did happen, or did exist" f Billington, 467). 



Chapter One ' 93 

an old stagecoach station, I tried to imagine a lone Pony Express rider 
galloping across the same alkali Rats and sagebrush hills that [Mark] 
Twain crossed by siagemach in the early 1860's. (Huegel, 1997, 80) 

This mixture of heritage, history, exploration and freedom is the way Rock Crawlers 

'join the great American spiritn (Jim Broadbent, 4/9/1996). 

Individuals often feel a link with the frontier West. In fact, the lands used for 

4-wheeling are often seen as a way of coming in contact with aspects of the "old 

Westw that are not readily available to the masses (Quinn Mortensen, 5/11/1993): 

I prefer the high Rockies around here [Colorado]. You know, up in the 
old mining towns and that kind of thing. And largely its heavy-rock and 
high alpine kind of terrain. I just enjoy it because you get up high; and 
you get to see some parts of history-essentially-that you otherwise 
would have to hike for-you know-half a day to get to. wctor Mokler, 
2/2 1 11 997) 

The Pony Express trail and the actual rail bed of the original 
Transcontinental Railroad, while not technical four-wheel drive routes, 
are designated national back country byways. In addition to fantastic 
scenery, they provide outstanding opportunities to relive legendary 
events that helped define the American character ... Then there are the 
towering Henry Mountains, the last range in the lower 48 to be 
explored and named. (Huegel, 1996, 91) 

For this reason old mining sites, ghost towns, and even Anasazi ruins are often 

frequented on trail rides (fig: 1.28). Essentially, the bnd itself is seen as a repository 

for Western history: 

In terms of historical perspective-and that's certainly something else 
that you get to see as a 4-wheefer here in Utah-we get to see a lot of 
Navajo Indian ruins and things of that nature. I took a trip to lake 
Powell on the Momon Pioneer Trail, Hole in the Rock. Got to see 
some pretty incredible things dawn there. A lot of slickrock* there as 
well. And just-to have a vehicle that can take you out in the middle 
of the most desolate land, to experience the beauty of the forbidding 
desert--to be able to return unscathed is quite an enjoyable 
experience, I think. (Matt Smith, 4/4/1996) 
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There is even a strong cowboy-West feel to many aspects of the Rock 

Crawling culture; many off-roading events reflect this. At the 1997 International 

Harvester Western Regionals, in Tulare. California, cowboy poet Baxter Black 

provided the entertainment one evening. The United 4-Wheel Drive Association's 

August, 1997 convention in Reno, Nevada, was named the Western Roundup. And 

in a rock crawling video produced by Rick Russell of Sidekick Off Road Maps, a 

driver is caught during the action uttering: 'The modernday cowboy: that's 4-wheel 

drive, big tires, low air pressure, posi-traction*" (1 993). 

However, Rock Crawlers do not view themselves as cowboys. Victor Mokler 

notes: 'I definitely don't see myself as a cowboy-in any sensen (2/21/1997). His 

assertion is repeated by others who respond to the question: 'Do you see yourself 

as a cowboy?" with the emphatic reply, 'I am not ... one of those guys" (Glenn 

Wakefield, 1 /23/1997).36 

But not being cowboys does not stop Rock Crawlers from feeling an affinity 

for the outback and the historical and recreational benefits it proffers. And when the 

battle concerning who gets to use back country spaces confronts them, restricting 

them from lands they see as part of the Western heritage, they get angry. 

It's not that I advocate or condone unrestricted 'off-roadw cross- 
country travel; I don't. It's just that when special interests are able to 
lock up lands that have been accessible for decadesJt irks me 
something fierce. I want to fight back. (Albright. 13) 

36 Interestingly, in an article that Glenn wrote for a 4x4 magazine in 1998. he 
writes: '-The Wild West was reborn [when] ... the Black Hills 4Wheelers began an annual 
rockfest h o w n  as the Dakota Territoly Challenge ... As a result, a modem day cowboy- 
the off-road enthusiast-has infiltrated the hills" (26). 
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Similar anxiety was expressed by Dan Wynkoop. when he saw the cover of 

the Summer, 1 994, SU WA newsletter, which bore the headline: 'Off-Road Vehicles 

Ravage Our Wild Lands." Below this headline was a picture of six vehicles travelling 

along a trail during the Red Rock CWheelers' Moab Easter Jeep Safari These 

tactics often arouse anger within the general population against motorized 

recreational activities. Non-recreationalists are not aware of the special care taken 

during the Jeep Safad7 so as not to damage the desert. Thus. faced with this 

propaganda, the non-Rock Crawlers are provoked to quash the sport. Irate. Dan 

commented: 

Seeing that makes me so angry that I can't stand it. Anything from 
them makes my blood pressure rise ... It's misrepresentation. We can't 
do anything to make them happy. No matter what we do they turn it 
around and misrepresent it... l wish there was something that a person 
like me could do. If there was, I'd do it. (8lW1997) 

David Jarvis echoed Dan's frustration during the same conversation when he 

mused: 'The use in Moab is virtually all on trails, roads. and Rights of Way's" 

(9/5/1997). Later, he was to comment that uenvironmentalists...just want to close the 

land to everyone but themselves" (9/23/1997). 

Other folks are more vehement in venting their anger and frustration towards 

those perceived as a threat to back country access. The following is an excerpt 

from an editorial that was sent to United's Vojce' The Newsletter of the United Four 

Wheel Drive Associations. Alan Jenkins, the author, is a member of the Cliffhangers 

4-Wheel Drive club: 

" For more on these practices, see chapters five and six. 
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It's really getting pretty depressing. Each fax, each article, 
each bulletin indicates that our recreational vehicle areas are 
diminishing. We're driving around in ever-smaller circles.. Secretary 
[of State] 8abbitt and the environmental movement are threatening the 
American Dream, the sense of adventure exploring our country, the 
restlessness that caused westward movement, the freedom to enjoy 
our land. Where will everyone go when all of our open lands are 
closed? 

I recall a classic animal psychology experiment from the '50's. 
It began with two rats being placed in a large cage. As the experiment 
went on, more and more rats were added. When the cage got too 
crowded, the rats resorted to violence and cannibalism. Certainly, 
there are parallels in humankind. Our large cities are being 
overwhelmed by violent crimes of every sort. On our own personal 
plain, our national parks are under-financed and over-crowded. Park 
rangers are armed to keep the peace. 

With more and more open land being closed, even greater 
stress will be placed on our national parks and monuments. 
Incursions onto closed land is inevitable.. .At some point, the people 
[will] revolt and therein lies the greatest possibility for 
Armageddon ... OK, so it's an extreme point of view, but there are 
grains of truth throughout. Because of four-wheel drive vehicles and 
open lands, my kids and I have seen so much. I seriously doubt that 
our grandchildren will see nearly as much of this land as we have- 
When someone says 'let's go explore", you better take them up on it. 
Because the area you explore today is going to be closed tomorrow. 

Write your Congressman, write the BLM* district office, write 
Secretary Babbitt, for God's sake, write somebody. Tell them you 
want your land back. (9) 

This angry letter voices the fear held by many Rock Crawlers. This fear is that back 

country spaces will disappear or be permanently hedged-off from public or motorized 

access of any kind. This, it is dreaded, will be the outcome of the current 

disputations concerning who can and cannot venture into these locations. 

Most Rock Crawlers feel justified in their anger. This indignation is 

understandable when we realize that threats to the outback present a very real 

threat to "individual and cultural identity and security" (Ryden, 40). For many, their 

conception of self, community, and of the West is intimately bound to their 
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conceptualization and utilization of the outback (64). 38 Thus, these spaces present 

a profoundly emotional core.3g The possibility of being separated from these 

locations, and the traditional ways of accessing them, threatens this entire world 

view. Individual and communal "identit[ies may] become tenuous if [this] 

geographical root is cut" (Ryden. 94). This sense of identity is wre for many people 

and when access to locations giving rise to this sense of identity are in danger, or 

the places themselves are threatened. 'we feel threatened as well" (40). 

Thus, a battle rages over who has the "rightn to use the contested public 

lands. Consequently, Rock Crawlers try to restrict their outback behavior so as not 

to give the "envim nazisn ammo to fuel their battle tactics (Victor Mokler, 7/8/1997). 'O 

Individuals remind each other-vodly and in print-that unless back country behavior 

is always appropriate, the chance to venture into these places may be lost: 

Please observe.. . [the rules] with unswerving dedication. These areas 
offer an almost ideal compromise between the total wilderness 
experience and vehicle access. Let's not do anything to give the 
uoppositionn a reason to try to kick us and our four-wheeled steeds 
out! (Werkmeister, 1993, 64-5) 

Terms like 'enviro nazin are often used to describe those comprising the 

'opposition." Other terms such as 'tree hugger," 'eco freak," 'enviro whiner" and 

other, less socially acceptable nomendatures, are also used. These references are 

3 R For more concerning the relationship between place and constructions o f  self 
and community, see: Basso, 1996.854; Wilson, 242. 

'"~iriarn Kahn concurs, noting that "places are emotional landscapes" ( 195). 

40 For more on behavior-modification as a way to preserve rock crawling as a 
sport, see chapter two. 
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levelled towards those preservationists perceived as threatening the future use of 

trails and the lands through which they pass, thus threatening the rock crawling way 

of life. 

Name-calling aside, these two groups often butt heads because their 

perspectives regarding the landscape widely differ. These basic perceptual 

differences create contradicting approaches to the land that rarely find common 

ground. For instance: since the Rock Crawling community limits travel to existing 

trails they must register these with the government to ensure that they are 

documented as existing routes. If this is not done these trails might be closed to 

vehicular travel. This is because roads that are not recognized and designated as 

"open" by the Forest Sentice, become closed to travel in the state of Utah. If trails 

are not registered then they automatically default to a 'closed to the public" status. 

Preservationists contest road claims made by Rock Crawlers, referring to 

these roads as "routes that are semi-traditional that are not healthy for the land" 

(Wayne Hoskisson. 9/7/1997). Because of the rugged and ungraded nature of these 

routes, other preservationists have referred to their designation as recognized trails 

as 'bullshit" (Sam Rushforth, 10/13/1997). They also refer to them as 'outrageous." 

and allege that these roads, which 2 wheel drive cars cannot negotiate, are 'elusive" 

and that they travel through 'primitive lands" (Spring 1997 SUWA newsletter. 9). 

The f ad  that the trails are nearly unpassable to cars and most casual 4x4 

drivers leads many preservationists to argue that these 'forgotten jeep trailsw should 

be dosed 'because roads detract from [wilderness'] natural. unaltered state." They 

continue, referring to those fighting to keep these roads open as 'anti-wilderness" 
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and 'wilderness hatersw (ht tp: l~ .suwaorgl faqpaR4.htm~ds)  However, these 

assumptions are based upon the notion that the roads must be in pristine, graded, 

and level condition to be of use to the public. These assumptions are also based 

upon the belief that outbacklwildemess areas are of more value if roads do not 

traverse their landscapes. 

However, "sense of place is not possessed by everyone in similar manner or 

like configuration" (Basso, 1996, 84). Thus, the Rock Crawling perspective 

concerning the same routes is diametrically opposite to that of the preservationist 

groups: 

Trails, essentially, are old roads that have fallen into disrepair. There 
is a natural progression as these old roads return to nature. They 
start out smooth and end up rocky, eventually to become impassable. 
The closer they are to that ultimate state, the more a specialized 
machine is required to make progress. (Nylund, 104) 

Rock Crawlers see these ungraded and extremely rugged paths as a boon, and 

recoil at the suggestion that they be graded or closed and allowed to grow over 

We all know that we need to protect our trails because they're the only 
thing we have left and everybody's trying to--you know-get a piece of 
the property for the pristine quali ty... We just want to see the country, 
have the experience. (Allan Olsen, 411 2/l996) 

During a 1994 television special covering 4-wheeling in Utah, Rock Crawlers 

discussed some of these issues with Reece Stein, the news host: 

David Jarvis: One of the points I've raised with the Forest Service is 
that their system of roads meets a specific criteria that's 
based on transportation, and the recreation perspective 
is a lot different than the transportation perspective .... 

Jack Niefsen: It's really hard to get out and designate all of the roads 
that there are out there that we want to be able to use. 
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Reese Stein: 

Jack Nielsen: 

From a recreational perspective, you may have some 
goals and some challenges that are not specifically 
listed on the map. Is that what you're saying? 

I ' l l  say! Yes. There's a lot of opportunities out there 
that we would like to use that may have been 
forgotten.. . . 

Loyal Clark: ... One problem we've got is mat one person's recreation 
is another person's devastation. 

Dan Wynkoop: It has to be "multiple use "...different areas for different 
things. (Four Wheeling in Utah, 1994) 

It becomes immediately apparent that the basis for judging the quality of a 

road, and-more importantly-the land through which it passes, vanes considerably 

between these groups. '[Presewationists] find it hard to accept our community's 

experience and passions, because there is so little in their culture's traditions and 

ethos to paralleln (David Jarvis. 9/5/1 997).4' A trail that some believe exists as a 

ruined and forgotten road through nearly pristine wilderness-that should be 

cordoned off to all motorized transport. presents an exciting challenge that leads to 

enjoyable back country experiences for others. 

One Rock Crawler mentioned a conversation with a preservationist regarding 

the use of these trails and the land through which they venture: 

When I used the term "routen she quickly interjected 'ruts." The 
rational for closing those particular routes was: "The ways are 
expanding and impacting the wilderness quality.. .People aren't just 
recreationally 4-wheeling, they are camping there now. * Well no shit! 
Isn't that what we're expected to do there? I don't suppose there is a 
Holiday Inn nearby. She mentioned that she'd been to a 4-wheel drive 
clinic in Colorado recently. She needs to attend a few more, she has 

" Keith Basso similarly argues that "sense of place is inseparable from the ideas 
that inform it" ( 1996,W). 
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no clue what 4-wheeling is about or what the attraction to it is. 
(Steven McKague. 91511 997) 

No attempt is made to hide the sarcasm and agitation arising from this encounter 

between individuals bearing diametrically opposed views. He concludes his 

comments with the statement: 'They ... don't seem to realize that people other than 

hikers crave solitude and adventuren (9/5/1997). Similarly, another back country 

explorer has noted: "Just because we are 'trail huggers' doesn't mean we love the 

land any less" (David Jarvis, 9/22/1997). His comment hinges upon the 

understanding that most Rock Crawlers call environmentalists 'tree huggers." 

Such angst is a common occurrence among the Rock Crawkn with whom 

I have associated and interviewed because they, like the preservationists, believe 

their perspective best 'usesw these spaces in a responsible manner. Thus, these 

different perspectives lead to political and legal clashes, name calling, and even 

Anger is common. In fact, during intewiews. I came to expect narratives 

or polemics concerning alledged ill-advised, off-base, or back-handed dealings of 

"enviro-nazisw and the politicians who are fkiendly to their cause. Rock Crawlers 

occasionally circulate rumon about trails that wwe booby-trapped by preservationist 

activists. Each group approaches the resulting 'land-usen melees confident that their 

landscape gestalt is correct. 

In these battles, Rock Crawlers reveal a problem inherent to their mindset. 

That is a lack of ability to see eye to eye-or work together with-those holding 

" There is always a politics to landscape perceptions. *-The political landscape, 
artificial though it may be, is the realization of an archetype, of a coherent design 
inspired by philosophy or religion, and it has a distinct purpose in view" (Jacksonl 43). 
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"opposing" views concerning the outback. Many defend their actions by asserting 

that preservationist communities have taken so much of the outback already, and 

they will not be satisfied until all of these areas are closed to motorized travel. 

Whether such statements are true or not, the inability to view the land use problem 

from another's vantage, or cooperate with folk holding differing views, undoubtably 

hurts their efforts at protecting contested lands and legitimizing their continued 

access to these places. 

It is interesting that Rock Crawlers rarely express anger towards extraction- 

based communities because of the threat their activities present to many outback 

lomtions- In fact, old and abandoned mining sites, ranches, and other antiquated 

extraction-based operations are seen as part of the frontier-West heritage, and are 

routinely visited on trail tides. During the 1997 Red Rock 4-Wheelers' Labor Day 

Campout, a group of participants got together to visit an old mining site on the 

Copper Ridge trail that was believed by them to be active until the 1950's. 

Individuals scoured the abandoned mining equipment, tailings, and refuse to 

discover "what it must have been like working up heren (Brian Tanner). 

Currently, extraction-based interests have appropriated increasingly more 

lands used by Rock Crawlers. Oil exploration has artoff some locations. And many 

drivers are alarmed at how common it is for land developers to place neighborhoods, 

business parks, or shopping centers over important trails or recreation areas: 'they 

won't be happy 'till all of Utah Valley is covered in cement" (comment made by a 

patron of Mountain West Off-Road Supply, 9/1997). Rather than blaming the 
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business concem(s) involved. 4x4 enthusiasts are apt to vent frustration towards the 

government agency respnsible for allowing these groups to commercially enter the 

recreational area. 

Often, the B.L.M. is blamed for not properly managing an area. Rock 

Crawlers feel that they have been sold-out: 

What about Public Land Manager's? They hold our future in their 
hands. yet very few seem to have a clue what 4-wheeling is about! 
They lazily lump us into an amorphous blob they call 'off-roaderr." 
Many bureaucrats seem to use the term as environmentalists do, as 
a slam! We're a diverse bunch, but there isn't a 'wheeler so crass, or 
a 'crawler so intense, that he doesn't occasionally stop and hear the 
quiet peaceful voice of the land! (David Jawis, 9/22/1997) 

Many cannot conceive why such special locations could be allowed to undergo 

development. Some even hint that a palm might have been greased, or that there 

might be a "conspiracyn (David Jarvis, 9/22/1997), 'hidden agendas ...[ or even] 

secret pactsn between the involved parties (Randy Robinson, 9/21/1997). But most 

importantly, focus is rarely placed upon the individuals or corporations involved. 

I fail to understand why extraction group interests have not been perceived 

as a threat by the Rock Crawling community. Without any specialized study in the 

area, it is hard to say. But I believe that the main reason for this is because Rock 

Crawlers primarily focus their attention on the battles involving preservationist 

groups. They could eventually wake-up to the fact that it has not been "tree 

h uggersn-objects of their scapegoating-who closed off the majority of the back 

country, but the relentless expansion of the urban world, and its accompanying 

consumption (of which they are a part) that appropriated it for other needs. 
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CONCLUSION 

Rock Crawlers esteem the public lands of the West as recreational zones, 

places where they can escape, experience difficult or dangerous activities, and view 

a 'pure environmentw (Wilson, 22). These same values are shared by other 

recreational communities. Still other groups, not centered upon the recreational 

perspective, also value these spaces. The socio-political climate surrounding public 

lands also involves extraction and preservation perspectives. 

The differences in these views inherently lead to "land grabn battles that 

inevitably decide what communities can and what communities cannot access the 

land (http://www.suwa.org/faqpart4.html#roads). They also decide what can and 

cannot be done on these spaces. These grabs often lead to "battles in Congressw 

to decide their outcome (http:Ilwww.suwa.org/faqpart4.htm~oads). When the 

battles reach this point, the decisions are 'up to people who are not even from Utah" 

to make the final rulings (trailside comment. Hell's Revenge trail, 1996): 

These people-for the most part-are not people who live near [these] 
areas; they're people who really don't understand the issues, have 
never been in and around those [areas], nor will they ever be. (Randy 
Robinson, 912111 997) 

These decisions are also reputed to have been made 'by some bureaucrat in 

Washington" (trailside comment, Hell's Revenge trail, 1996). 

The social and political activity surrounding these locations reaffirms the 

assertion that Western landscapes mean many things to many people (Wilson, 19- 

52). And it is within this multifaceted dimate that Rock Crawlers must find a place-- 
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physically and socially-to enjoy the outback. Their desire to 'get out of the city 

and ...g et up in the hillsn pulls them to these places for relaxation and excitement; 

these desires additionally become a rallying cry in defence of what they feel is their 

right as westemers (Victor Mokler. 1 121 I1 997). They believe that public lands- 

outback spaces-are to be enjoyed in a multiple use sense. Traditional Rock 

Crawler interpretations of 'multiple use" imply that a diversity of groups. primarily 

recreational, must have access to these spaces so as to experience them in the way 

they deem meaningful. This belief often leads community members to side with 

extraction-based groups, often large corporate ventures which could also 

appropriate these places, against anti-multiple use preservationists. 

For Rock Crawlers, enjoying the back country to its fullest means 

experiencing the land through the three means discussed as part of the recreational 

perspective: refuge, prospect, and hazard. Whether a location offers 'really prettyn 

vistas (Shannon Shirk, 4/21/1996). a chance 'to get away, get away from the 

people.. .[for a] different feeling" (Allan Olsen, 411 211 W6), or 'extreme ups and 

extreme downs.. .something that's technically challenging" (Matt Smith. 4/4/1996), 

or even a combination of all three, each trail ride takes participants into a zone that 

is important because of the perceived benefits that it has for the individuals on the 

ride. Such perceived benefits become reality beca~sa the community bases its 

experience and interaction, both humanlhuman and human/environmental. upon 

these beliefs while within these places. 

Chapter two will focus upon how Rock Crawlers bound and separate outback 
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locations from their surrounding landscapes. That is, entire deserts or mountain 

ranges are not conceptualized or dealt-with as 'back country." Rather, the tem-tory 

extending out and away from the trails a group travels is mentally mapped as these 

culturally important zones. Essentially these places are cognitively cawed from their 

surrounding topography by the group. The following discussion examines the 

process by which these spaces are appropriated and transformed into these 

culturally significant places- 



CHAPTER 

DESIGNATING AND USING THE OUTBACK 

The machine which at first blush seems a means of isolating man from the great problems of 
nature, actually plunges him more deeply into them. (Antoine de Saint-Exupery) 

This chapter discusses the process by which Rock Crawlers establish and 

access outback spaces. These are special zones which are culturally defined and 

designated as locations for rodc crawling activities. Their unique status is a 

construct, created through the 'experiences' engendered within those venturing 

inside their bounds (Tuan, 1975, 152)- As such, they are not unnamed and 

unfamiliar blank slates through which people drive. Rather, they are known and 

understood 'centers of meaningw b r  the community (152). As a culturally defined 

and bounded space, each outback location acts as a catalyst. Trail rides entering 

those spaces beccrme a 'dynamic fusion of landscape, [vehicles]. and [participants]' 

(Hufford, 1 992, 27). 

Back country places are impatant because of their emotional effect, which 

results from this fusion. For Rock Crawlers, 'viewing a favored site ... may laasen 

strong emotions" (Basso, 1996. 54). Seeing a photograph of The Golden Creck, 
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Quinn Mortensen once told me the story of his fi k t  crossing that obstacle. He then 

moved into a narrative concerning the entire ride across the Golden Spike trail, of 

which "the crack" is a paR (F map 2). He has a framed photo of himself crossing 

The Golden Crack, in his Bronco, on a bedside table in his bedroom. Such actions 

are common among Rock Crawlers, attesting to the importance of these culturally 

"structuredn locations (Casey, 15). 

The following discussion will first focus upon the outback as a place that has 

been bounded and carved from the surrounding topography through a process 

involving the "names which people apply" to it (Ryden, 78). As will be examined, the 

act of naming spaces creates a culturally significant place where one may not nave 

existed before (78-9). These names may result from a familiarity with the form of the 

land, or they may result from experiences on a given space (Ryden, 38). This 

system of names, applied to the outback, helps to lay a culturally relevant mental 

map over the existing landscape (1 9-52). 

To many people, map making brings images of surveyors and cartographers, 

not people recreationally driving 4x4s through the desert or mountains. This 

perception is common because people rarely notice that maps exist in people's 

minds and influence daily life, often as powerfully as those existing cn pnnted forms 

(Downs & Stea, 70). This process can be described as the mental operation by 

which people or communities perceive or understand the world around them. These 

'maps" form "a person's organized representation.. .of [their] spatial environmentn 

(61). This complex process, translates information gleaned from rhat spatial 

environment into a comprehensible "representationn so that the individual can use 
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and rely upon it in future situations (62). 

This mapmaking process creates an 'outback" place out of land that may not 

have been viewed as such before. Such cutturally speak "cognitive mapsn may not 

coincide with 'official" cartographic records (Ryden. 54; Downs & Stea. 99-1 02).' 

Boundaries may not agree. Meaningful places may not be noted on official records. 

These cultural maps are, nevertheless, very real for the community holding them. 

Having covered the concept of mental maps, the discussion will then focus 

upon these places as a means for -ping the urban setting. Rock Crawlers enter 

the outback to depart from the normal activities of the work-a-day worfd. These 

notions are rife with contradidions One such dash is the act of taking vehicles into 

"pristinew outback places to enjoy these locations. How community members make 

sense of such conflicting ideologies reveals their values regarding how land should 

be used, and their view concerning the place of humans and technology in these 

environments. These negotiations, in turn, affect how the group interacts with the 

land and relates to their vehicles. 

' A recent magazine article commented upon this dynamic, see Wickham's 
"Where is Hardcore Heaven?: It's Not on Any Street Map!" 
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TOPONYMS: OESlGNATiNG THE OUTBACK2 

Understanding the difference between space and place is important to this 

discussion. By space. I mean a 'neutral. prpgiven medium. a tabla rasa onto which 

the peculiarities of culture and history come to be inscribed" (Casey, 14). 

Essentially, a space is a location that acts as a blank slate onto which a cutture or 

group projects its emotions and values. (I doubt that a fully 'blank slate" ever truly 

exists. Let us work fram the assumption that these locations lay open to cultural 

interpretation.) By way of comparison, places are those spaces which have been 

imbued with meaning? They are given a 'distinctive character" in relation to the 

space around them (Bale, 127). Thus, all places are the result of 'projection' (14- 

15). As such they have been transformed into meaningful and/or representative 

lo~ations.~ 

Understanding the process Rock Crawlers undertake to create back country 

places is important. Key to this understanding is realizing the importance of the 

locations in the Rock Crawkfs world. For them, 'the ideal landscape is the 'middle 

region.' the [back country] lies between the chaos of the city and the chaos of the 

wilderness;" this is imperative because it is these in-between territories to Wich 

' I borrow the term foponym from Keith Basso's '"Speaktng with Names': 
Language and Landscape Among the Western Apache." 

' John Bale notes: "Places are significant, not becaw of their inherent value, but 
rather because we assign value to them" ( 1  22)- 

' For an ethnography discussing these issues see: Hufford. 1986. 
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Rock Crawlers venture fluan, 1974, 35). And they are labelled the outback, or the 

back country. Such places are middle regions because they are neither a part of the 

urban world nor am they the unabated wilderness. Studying the names given to the 

land by Rock Crawtern provides dues as to how they transform the wilderness into 

these middle regions. 

Ethnographer Keith Basso relates an experience he had while trying to 

understand the Apache perceptions and values concerning their landscape. He 

reached an impass, unable to comprehend a system that to non-Apaches seemed 

wholly arcane. Nick Thompson, one of his primary informants, told him: 'Learn the 

names of all these places" (1 983, 24). Basso spent long hours scrutinizing maps, 

walking the terrain, and talking to locals about the nomenclature of these locations. 

He discovered that learning the names applied to the countryside provided insight 

into the Apache mind that he could have gained in no other way. For these 

Apaches, place names catalog information; they hold stories for the community. The 

names evoke culturally shared histories, images, and emotions. 

The name system helps local Apaches to create and order a cultural place out 

of the topography in which they live. In effect, a cultural 'blanketw is laid over the 

landscape, making it more than the sum of its names. Such processes are a vital 

part of Apache life and history (23-5). They are also important to Rock Crawlers. 

The act of naming is a means for 'appmpriating physical environments" 

(Basso. 1988, l02).' This propensity to 'claim by naming" is part of a process by 

See also: Basso, l996,83. 
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which communities make these spaces relevant to themselves (Brady. 1 38-5 1 ) .6 

Place names reveal a 'consciousness and a sense of. ..distinctive place, especially 

when they are names such as are not found on maps or in standard reference 

booksn (Ryden, 78). Such special~ed names can range from references to specific 

areas to terms designating broad localities. Often. groups have a "code name' for 

their region whose full range of meaning and nuance will be lost on the uninitiated" 

(78-9). For Rock Crawlers, such code names can be found in the terms "outback" 

and 'back country." The names designate certain areas as special; they also imbue 

those using the terms with a special ingroup identity. 

Names have a more powerful function than mere designation; they have the 

power to convert the discordant world into the ordered zones comprising the 

cognitive map that is carried in group members' minds (Ryden. 54). This process 

separates space that was previously unimportant from its surrounding world. 

transforming it into culturally significant places. In effect. these places are mentally 

bounded within the minds of those who understand their significance. In this way, 

the back country 'is ... a human construction ... Like a set of maps laid over the earth, 

[Rock Crawler's] ideas about [the back country] are already out there on the land 

itself as [they] move around itw (VVdson. 124). 

Rock crawlers are not alone in the act of designating places by naming them. 

'The particular things we value may be given names' (Tuan. 1977. 18). Because 

of this, there is a human tendency to convert such speci-al spaces into places by 

" For more on the creation of piace through naming and language usage, see: Yi- 
Fu Tuan. "Language and the Making of Place: A Narrative-Descriptive Approach." 
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giving them names (29-30). Ancient locations are often specially marked (with 

plaques or signs) to create historical places that would have previously gone 

unnoticed (Lowenthal, 265). The naming, in itself, creates a special place where 

none may have been recognized before.' Such 'designation locates the antiquity on 

our mental map and lends it status; the signpost heralding its age also distinguishes 

it from present-day surroundings" (265). 

Native American place names in New England are also relevant to this 

discussion. Long before the amval of the Puritans, the native populace utilized place 

names that described specific locations and their importance to the community: 

"Names [told] where plants could be gathered, shellfish collected, mammals hunted, 

and fish caught" (Cronon, 65). Names often described what flora, fauna. or 

topographic features were prevalent at a given spot. The point is that names were 

attached to specific locations on the landscape;' these designations did more than 

just name locations-they created cutturat places where none had previously existed. 

Naming a space gives it veracity, makes it concrete. Once a name has been 

assigned to a plot of land, it becomes separate from the expanses around it. 'The 

purpose of such names [for native communities] was to turn the landscape into a 

' In an article detailing how genealogical associations are used to create cultural 
place Barbara Allen notes: 'When people of Rock Bridge look around them, they see the 
landscape as a complex web of human lives lived on it; they see, in other words, a 
genealo_eical landscape" ( 156). 

' Elizabeth M. Thomas notes similar activities among the Gikwe Bushmen of the 
African Kalahari desert. She states: The Bushmen 'have usually named every 
place.. .where a certain kind of.. .food may grow, even if that place is only a few yards in 
diameter, or where there is only a patch of tall grass or a bee tree ... In this way ...peep le 
[know] many hundreds of places by name" (10). 
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map which, if studied carefully, literally gave a village's inhabitants the information 

they needed to sustain th emseh/es... Indians used ecological labels to describe how 

the land could be usedw (Cronon, 65-6). 

The practice of creating space by naming it is directly relevant to rock 

crawling. In a process similar to that undertaken by the Native Americans of New 

England, who designated culturally important locations according to the food or 

commodities they provided, and historical preservationists, who create heritage sites 

by raising brass plaques, Rock Crawlers bound outback spaces from the 

surrounding wildemess by assigning names to topographic locations. These 

locations can be the trails thernsehtes, physical challenges occurring along trails, or 

they can refer to landscape formations through which the trail passes. 

The naming process creates a map that is used in several ways. As 

previously stated, these cultural landscapes are no longer the chaos of the city or 

the wilderness, but a third zone of 'stabitlty" (Tuan, 1977, 29). They are unique for 

the people who have the culturally determined 'invisible landscape" in their heads 

(Ryden, 41 ). These maps are 'symbolically constituted, socially transmitted and 

individually applied" (Basso, 1988, 100). This means that only members of the 

community may recognize, understand, or even value these locations for the 

significance they apply to them. In the case of Rock Crawlers, outsiders often fail 

to distinguish such 'mapsn or their significance. 

Many non-Rock Crawlers believe that community members crave the 

opportunity to wantonly drive their vehides over or through any landscape that is not 

a paved road. During a 1 996 Lone Peak 4-Wheelers meeting that occurred shortly 
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after the Moab Easter Jeep Safari, club members griped about the negative media 

attention that the event had received in the press. One member expressed anger 

at the Salt Lake City television news crews. According to him. they portrayed the 

exploits of the 'mid-term break college kidsw as safari activities, yet failed to show 

any of those related to the Rock Crawlers. Club members felt that the media had 

not bothered to distinguish between the two groups using the town of Moab as a 

locus for activityg 

In many dub members' estimations. outback locations seemed to non-Rock 

Crawlers as randomly desgnateb-or newly created as a vehicles' wheels push over 

the local flora. Matt Smith has described these stereotypical images as depicting 

'Yahoo Jeepers-heating the shit out of their rigs, and not caring much what they 

do." He has also noted that 'people see Rock Crawlers [as people who] run pell- 

mell all over the terrainm (4/4/19%). 

However, for Rock Crawlers. back cwntry spaces are not used for random 

driving (such drivers are called 'thrashers"); these locations are, instead, ordered, 

stable, and self-evident places. These locations have been culturally set aside for 

the specific purpose of driving along the  trail^.'^ Driving outside of these locations, 

or acting incorrectly while within their bounds is taboo. We will see that these 

Ber Knight, information officer for the Red Rock .(-Wheelers. noted that the 
advent of partying college kids during spring break (which is at the same time as the Jeep 
Safari) is new to Moab. This new type of crowd is now coming to Moab due to "police 
crackdowns'- in St. George, Utah, the traditional spring break location for Utah. 
(9 12/ 1996) 

10 For more on the designation of  spaces for specific purposes, see: Downs & 
Stea, 64-5. 
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spaces continue to exist because of their order, not in spite of it. 

Two recently built trails provide evidence of cultural mapmaking process in 

action. Victor Valley 4Wheelers. a California-based dub, wanted to build a trail that 

would be recognized as the most challenging route available. New trails are rarely 

constructed now-most are pioneer or mining trails 50 to 100 years old. In 

accordance with the law, club members asked the Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM*) for permission to use a section of raw 'high desert" in remote Southern 

California (Rick Russell, Sledgehammervideo). Once the O.K. was given, the club 

began construction. The building process took 'just under five months.. . just under 

eleven-hundred working hours" to complete (Chuck Shaner, Sledgehammer video). 

Essentially, trail construction entails moving rocks and natural debris around-by 

hand or with the winches mounted to the 4x4s-until the location is capable of 

supporting vehicular travel. 

During its construction the trail was designated Sledgehammer (F map 1). 

It was dubbed with this name because 'Gary Brown was up here with his 

Cherokee ... And on one of the rwgh parts he kicked out a rock with his rear wheel- 

left rear wheel-and it just went over and it caved-in his door. So he says, 'I'm not 

going to sledgehammer this through here no more.' The name kinda stuckm (Chuck 

Shaner, Sledgehammer video). 

This narrow strip. running along a boulder-strewn wash between two desert 

mountains is now a location known by many Rodc Crawlers. Families come from as 

far as North Dakota and Arkansas to visit this trail, which is less than a mile long and 



Chapter Two " 1 17 

often takes more than ten hours to complete. This previously unknown location in 

the desert has been transformed into a specific cultural place. Non-Rock Crawlers 

viewing a videotape of a group traversing the area say that it is wholly 

'undistinguishable as a trail" (3/1997) (fig: 2.1)- The boulders are as big as the rigs 

climbing them(!), and the desert seems too harsh, hot, and uninviting. They 

expressed disbelief that a vehicle could even complete such difficulties. To Rock 

Crawlers, however, this is a spot of fun and adventure for family and friends. In fact, 

Rock Crawlers have dubbed the area where Sledgehammer-and its sibling trails. 

Jackhammer, Clawhammer and Sunbonnet Pass-is located Hardcore Heaven. 

FIG: 2.1 In his Jeep entitled ?Ramm%q the Stone," Jim Cole climbs over a boulder and through the rocks on 
Sledgehammer. (T~Is rig was destroyed during a roli4ver at the 1998 M d  Easter Jeep Sqbn. Luckily, Jim - - 

was d u n  and had a n& ~eep mda ooastnrcrion within a month) (Councsy Jim Cde) 

Encouraged by the success of Sledgehammer, Victor Valley CWheelers 

decided to build a 'sister" trail. A similar permission process was undertaken 

through the Bureau of Land Management to build the Jackhammer trail in a nearby 
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desert "arroyowy1 (Chuck Shaner, Sledgehammer video). This trail was already 

named prior to completion. Rumors Rew about the possibilities of this new and more 

unforgiving challenge. Several c u s t o m  of Mountain West Off-Road Supply came 

to the store to ask if we could give them directions to 'that new place near 

Siedgehammef (F map 1). People did not know its exact location, but it already 

beckoned as a point of importance. Not long &er it was finished, tales filtered back 

to Utah about its alleged difficulty. More people came in to ask where it was; they 

wanted to drive it. Even though they had not yet seen this new trail, it already 

existed as a space of cultural significance. 

In central Utah, Quinn Mortensen and Matt Smith began frequenting a series 

of trails in the mountains north of Provo. One day they asked if I would like to 

accompany them on a trail n'de into The Valley of the Kings (F map 1). I was not 

aware of such a trail, or of a place bearing this name, and asked them about it. 

They informed me that this was the name they had given to a trail they had recently 

found, and to the lush valley through which it passed. By placing their own 

denotation on this area, they had created place (Basso, 1988, 103). It was a 

location which they could mentally chart, discuss, or venture into. For them-and 

now for me-this space was separated from the landscape around it; it was a 

bounded and 'articulated" location (Tuan, 1977, 83). 

Naming the valley provided a stability and veraaty that it previously lacked. 

Like saying, 'Let's go to my house," Quinn or Matt could say to people in their circle 

' ' Arroyos are steep sided (desert) gulches and watercourses with relatively flat 
floors. They are usually dry except after heavy rains, when they are prone to flash floods. 
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of friends. 'Let's go to The Valley of the Kings." and there was no mistake about 

where they desired to go. The name also conjured spaaCic images for those familiar 

with it. It was now a cultural place for those friends of Quinn and Matt- 

Many of the trails surrounding Moab, Utah, have been given names by Rock 

Crawlers. One trail opened and named by them within the last ten years is the 

Golden Spike (F maps 1, 2). This trail, because of its wonderful vistas and brutal 

has become a favorite. Rock Crawlen from around the west are familiar 

with this trail. 

But names designating trails are not assigned solely by the members of this 

group. Often trails have existed f6r years and are still referred to by names originally 

given them. The Hole in the Rock trail was named by the Mormon settlers who 

made the trail roughly 100 years ago as they ventured into the desert, building new 

towns as part of their planned theocratic state, Deseret (F map 1)- Many other trails, 

such as Poison Spider Mesa, Copper Ridge, Moab Rim, Strike Ravine, Flat Iron 

Mesa, and others, were given their names by explorers and miners from the frontier 

West's mining years, or by their fdlowers during the Cold War uranium boom (F map 

2). Like Quinn and Matt's Valley of the Kings, these trail names help to delineate 

socially constructed places. They "conjure" images and places in the southern Utah 

desert that have specific value for those utilizing them (Hufford, 1992, 8). 

But names can be more specific than mere trail designations. Speafic places 

along a trail are given names. For instance, topographic spaces that are challenging 

" Ten percent of all vehicles attempting this trail experience serious break-downs 
and must be towed out by the other members of their group. 
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to the vehicles are also named. Concerning rough sections of the trails surrounding 

Moab, Utah, writer/Rock Crawler Rick Pewe, notes: 'Most of the famous obstacles 

have names such as Butt Scratcher, Metal Masher and White Knuckle, most of 

which are self-explanatory once you've made it through the trail' (79, italics added) 

FIG: 2.2 Victor Mokler descends mite KinrcWe Hill, a five foot near-vertical drop. The obstacle gets is name 
from dnvers tighdy gripping their steering wbeek as they ascend or descend (Courtesy Victor Mder)  

(fig: 2.2). Through this process a trail becomes a linking of many specific sites, not 

merely a single extended one. Giving names to these challenges creates a specific 

map which is subsumed under the general name of the trail. For instance, Golden 

Spike trail has many locations, a few of which are named: Zuk's Hill, The Golden 

Crack, The Wall. 7?w Launching Pad, The GoMen Steps, Doubk Whammy (fig: 2.3). 

'Those are the famous places on that trail* (Quinn Mortensen, 6/26/1997). When 

any of these locations are discussed, speakers assume that others know that these 
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locations are part of 'The 'Spike." Such places are as common to Rock Crawlers 

that frequent Moab as the 'three-point linen is to basketball fans and players. 

Community members do not usually feel a need to note the locations of these 

places. the trails they are part of are tautly assumed. l3 

Like trail names, these designated locations create culturally relevant places. 

Names like Double M/hamrny, the W e e ,  White Knuckle Hill, Devil's Crack, the 

Golden Crack. Potato Salad Hill, The Rock Pile, and others are challenges known 

to exist at specific locations on outback, mental, and social maps (figs: 2.3-2.7). 

Their names elicit images, stories, descriptions of the challenge, and emotions felt 

among those who have driven them-ar those who plan to. 

Sunday found us up early, and on the trail by 8:30 AM with some really 
tough obstacles almost immediately. First was the head wall, which 
was basically a sheer sandstone wall about 8 or 9 feet tall. and very 
steep. It was more scary looking than actually hard to do. (Ed 
Isaacson. trail journal, September 4-6. 1 993, italics added) 

What's happened here recently is we had [an] experience ... that you 
just-l mean-you couldn't believe it'd happen. When [we] went 
through the Golden Crack-on the Golden Spike1'-l mean-normally 
you put orre or two wheels up in the air, maybe at the same time! And 
there's a tremendous distance of drop there. But when I went through 
that first time with this Jeep as it's now set-up ... it just went through! 
I mean it was smooth ... It just went through it like it was a little bump in 
the road or something. And it was just totally amazing to me. (Jim 
Broadbent, 4/9/1996) 

" A culture's most hdamental beliefs are often so widely understood, so 
generally shared and accepted. that they never need to be stated (Prown, 1993,3). 

I" Jim notes the trail that the Golden Crock is on because he is being interviewed 
"for non-Rock Crawlers.' Note how he stops a minute to regain thoughts after noting the 
trail, a comment that he would not normally have made to me. 



Chapter Two 122 

Many of these challenges are locations for rites of passage. '' For instance, 

claiming that you climbed The Rock Pile, White Knuckle Hill or Potato Salad Hill 

gives you immediate social status because of their acknowledged difficulty. Climbing 

these obstacles designates an uncanny driverfvehicle unity. Not all drivers can 

succeed at these challenges. Consequently, making it through such places brings 

one into an elite body of drivers. Individuals alleging that they frequent Moab's 

desert, but who do not know these locations, would not be taken seriously. How, 

reason Rock Crawlers, could a person say they know the Moab back country and 

not know these places? 

Other such trail locations near Moab are Mkkey's Hot Tub and The Waterfall. 

Drivers first successfully attempting these challenges were involved in their naming 

processes. Mickey's Hot Tub, located on the Golden Spike Trail, is a 1 5 to 20 foot 

deep depression within a slickrock section on the trail (fig: 2.5). Its near-vertical 

walls oombine with a bottom area barely longer than a Jeep to provide a challenge 

which is mental as well as physical. Additionally, the bottom is occasionally filled 

with water, adding a lack of tire traction to the equation. 

This awe-inspiring challenge was first attempted by Dan Mick, then President 

of the Red Rock CWheelers. After he and his well known flame-job painted Jeep 

negotiated this challenge, others followed. In respect for Mick's initial attempt, 

driven named it after him, adding the challenge's physical aspects (hot tub) into the 

designation as well. 

l5 For a discussion of trails as locations for ritual activity, see chapter five. 



3IOAB TRIlL OBSTACLES: 

Broken Steps (C) 

Detd's Crack (T) 

Double Whammy (B) 

Dump-Bump (D) 

Frenchie's Fin (G)  

Golden Crack (B) 

Golden Steps (B) 

High D ~ v e  (A) 

Launchmg Pad (B) 

Llon's Back (D) 

.Metal Masher E )  

hfich's Hot Tub 0) 

hiother In-Law Hill (E) 

Potato Salad Hill @) 

Rock Chucker Hill (E) 

Rocker Locker (C) 

The Rock Pile (C) 

T ~ p a e r  Challenge (D) 

Upchuck Hill (A) 

The Wall (B) 

The Warerfdl (C) 

The Wedge (I3 i F) 

U%te b u c k l e  Hill (A) 

IVidow Maker (E) 

Wipe-Out Hill C H )  

Yellow HilI (C) 

Z-Turn 0) 

Zuk's Hill (B) 
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TRAILS THE\' WHERE THEY OCCWR: 

.-I: Behind the Rocks B : Golden Spike C: Pri~chetz C q o n  

D : Hell 's Revenge E: .%feral Morher F- Poison Spider Mesa 

G: Fins 'AV' Things H: mipe& Hi11 1: Moclb Rim 

FIG: 23 Moab trails and their well-known challenges. 
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FIG: 2.4 A Ford Explorer attempts Pnrchen Canyon mil's Rock Pile. Less than half the vehicIes succeed at this 
challenge. Drivers u b  cannot make it are winched up by those who caa (Courtesy of www.off-roadcomr) 

FIG: 2 5  A Jeep climbs out of Micky 3 Nor Tub. (Courtesy of Jim Broadbent) 
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FIG: 2.6 Behind the Rock trail: lim Bmadban descends W i e  Kituckle Hill ( C o w  of Jim Broadbent) 

FIG: 2.7 Charlie Copsey crosses the GoUen Crack, on the Goklen S '  mil. (Counay Chris Stephens) 
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The Waterfall, on the Pritchett Canyon trail, got its name from a group- 

among them Dan Wynkoop and Chris Stephens-when they first discovered it in 

1994. Also nearly vertical, this challenge is a ten foot tall wall of smooth rock. After 

returning from a trip to Moab, Dan told his f - s  in the Provo-Orem area about this 

new discovery. He had taken pictures-which he brandished-to show what it looked 

like (figs: 2-3.2-8). He described it as: 'There is no water running over its edge. but 

it looks like water should be theren [my recollection]. '' 

.- L 

FIG: 2% Dan Wynkoop climbs The Wateghll as fellow participants look-on (Courtesy Dan Wynkoop) 

-- 

As people took their friends to the spot, it was quickly added to the Moab 

outback 'map. " 'Wordof-mouth" information travels quickly. The Waterfall was 

l6 Steep drop-offs are often called "waterfalls" regardless of the presence or lack 
of water. 
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soon added as an option" to the Jeep Safari's Pritcheff Canyon trail rides. It 

appeared in several magazine photos not long after. 

Formations along outback trails can also be named. These nomenclatures 

may also bleed to the formations' surrounding area, giving the general locale a 

designation. The Salt C m k  trail, which runs through a canyon in Canyonlands 

National Park, south of Moab, takes its name from the creek which it follows, and 

through which it continually crosses (F map 1). This trail ends at Angel Arch, a large 

formation resembling a praying angel, with wings spreading from its back (fig: 2.9). 

Angel Arch was the destination of a trail ride into the Salt Creek canyon trail on June, 

2 1 , 1 997. It was also the location for drivers to exit their vehicles, hike, rest, or grab 

a bite to eat. 

The Golden Spike trail boasts one series of sandstone steps along the trail 

which have been dubbed Double Whammy. They take their name from the effect 

that their form has upon rigs attempting to climb them. 

Double Whammy is a set of slickrock stairs perfectly tuned to the 
wheelbase of a CJ-7, a Wrangler, a Land Cruiser, or a Bronco-tuned 
far challenge, that is. Both the front and the rear wheels hit the steep 
ledges at the same time, so a lot of hopping, bouncing, and breaking 
occurs. (Freiburger, 36) 

On the GoM Bar Rim trail, just north of Moab, there is a large stone monolith 

called the Goony Bird (fig: 2.10). The formation takes its name from its shape, which 

resembles a large bird. People following this trail often correlate trail ride progress 

" As an option, driven are free to bypass the challenge if they feel that they or 
their vehicle is not up to the challenge. 
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FIG: 2 9  ..lngelArch is a sa;ldstone formation a: the end of SaIz  Creek trail. (Courtesy Quirm Mortensen) 

FIG: 2-10 A Toyoa Land Cntiser drives past Goon). Bird, on the Gold B w  Rim tiasI. 
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or position according to their relationship to the Goony Bird formation. 

It is not uncommon that such formations are made relevant through a "folk 

history' or 'quasi-history" (Ryden. 84). In this way 'history is the essence of the idea 

of place" (64). Essentially, the names for such places link Rock Crawlen with an in- 

group history, or at least a history that is felt to be of special relevance to the 

community. 'The worst [obstacle] was 'Frenchie's Fin," that was named for our trail 

leader [Frenchie LaChance]" (Ed lsaacson, trail journal, Moab Jeep Safari 1992) 

(fig: 2.3). 

Other places with names that resound with folk histories are Rock Chucker 

Hill on the Metal Mashertrail, and the Rock Pile, on Pritcheft Canyon trail. The Rock 

Chucker obstacle is optional (figs: 2.1 1, 2-12), meaning a chicken route* takes 

those who do not want to try it around. "We think it's called [Rock Chucker] becauw 

many 4x4s require some road-building to get to the topsimilar to The Rock Pile 

near the end of the Pritchett Canyon Trail. Looks plain vertical to us" (Freiburger, 

42, italics added). Rock Chucker, like the Rock Pile, is believed to take its name 

from the fact that drivers must 'chuck" rocks into a pile at the bottom of the obstade 

to make it up. 

"The [outback] landscape resounds for [Rock Crawlers] with narratives of 

collective history and personal experience. It provides tangible forms for the mooring 

of memory* (Kahn, 167). For instance, on the Gown Spike trail there is a relatively 

steep slickrock hill called Zuk's Hill or Zuki ,'fill. This hill, which previously bore no 

name, was given its current designation after Ken Fransisco, alias 'Zuk" (because 
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FIG: 2.12 The m e  J e e p  duriq its attempt LT Rod  Chcker Hill. 
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of his modified Suzuki Samurai). rolled his rig while trying to climb its steep f a d 8  

Participants on trail rides know the history of the spot, or learn about its name by 

hearing the story of Zuk's roll. 

Other locations bear histories that have no relation to Rock Crawling at all, 

yet their names elicit emotions for those in-group members whose 'cognitive maps" 

contain these sites (Ryden, 54-6). For instance, slickrock itself has a folk history 

that describes its name: 

Moab is best known for.. .slickrock, or petrified sand.. . . Interestingly 
enough slickrock isn't slick-even when it's wet, it offers plenty of 
traction for rubber tires. The nickname is believed to have originated 
because the sandstone didn't offer much traction to the wood-and 
steel-treadd tires of the first vehicles to roil over the area. (Quinnell, 
1997b. 54) 

Other versions of this story focus on cowboys rather than pioneers. These histories 

allege that the term originated due to the horseshoes of cowboys' horses slipping on 

the smooth sandstone. 

Specific locations also take their names from these informal histories. In his 

trail journal, Ed lsaacson notes the history of the Grey Mesa section of the Hole in 

the Rock trail (F map 1): 

We had a quick dinner and then Harley invited those who were 
interested to go for a hike up to Grey Mesa to see a portion of the 
wagon trail the jeeps could not go on. We hiked up the area where 
the pioneers had actually blasted a trail in the sandstone, and could 
see steps they had cut in the rock and could see wagon ruts in the 
sandstone. And at the top of the mesa we saw the remnants of an old 
wagon. It was very impressive, and made you really appreciate the 
hardships those people encountered. (Labor Day Campout, 914- 
611 993) 

'' Jan Brunvand comments upon history as the impetus for place-names (65-6). 
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For Ed and the other trail ride participants. much of the trail's significance comes 

from the history they associate with that specific locale. For many Rock Crawlers. 

"feelings arise.. .from a knowledge of place-based history and identity.. .which 

inevitably tinge@] their contemplation of their [outback] sumwndings" (Ryden. 66). l9 

The idea that Rock Crawlers mentally create places which. for their culture, 

exist apart from the surrounding topography. is imperative to grasping the 

significance of the back country. These are communally constructed areas of social 

importance. They are no longer the deep and dark unknown of the 'wi1derness," but 

neither are they the urban sprawl. By naming these trails and their specific lacations 

Rock Crawlers blanket the wilderness in a cognitive map, creating a new world 

existing outside the one in which they live their daily lives.. These spaces function 

on both local ired (specific challenges: Mickey's Hot Tub) and general (trail names: 

Pritcheff Canyon) levels to segregate the 'outback" from its surrounding topography. 

As they are neither city. nor raw wilderness, they are analogous to what Tuan has 

deemed a 'middle region" (1 971, 35). 

THE OUTBACK AS RETREAT 

Since we have discussed how the outback has been set apart from its 

surrounding topography in the minds of those who use it, we also must comment on 

l9 Miriam Kahn notes that culturally significant "landscape[s] surround the people 
with a sense o f  shared history rooted in the past and memorialized in the present through 
shared symbols. It provides a sense of common identity" ( 1 78). 
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the purpose it serves for them. For most Rock Crawlers, the outback exists as a 

place of escape, a place to relax and be with family and friends. Basically outback 

locations represent a 'complete diversion from what we do every day ... a change of 

pacen (Jim Broadbent. 4/9/1 996).20 

On July 2. 1997, Ed lsaacson talked about a decision that he and his family 

had to make for the upcoming July 4th weekend. They had been invited to attend 

three different activities: (1) a rugged trail ride in Moab. (2) to go on a 

campinglfishing trip in Wyoming, or (3) to enjoy various water sports in Flaming 

Gorge, a large lake in northeastern Utah. For the family, all choices were equally 

enticing. Each offered the family a chance to enjoy being together, while being 

outdoors and escaping the urban scene. 

Since the outback is set aside as a place of 'refuge," logic dictates that 

something must exist to necessitate such an escape (Bale. 122). Essentially. 'an 

environmental value requires its antithesis for definition ... the virtues of the 

countryside require their anti-image. the city, for the sharpening of focus. and vise 

versa" (Tuan. 1971, 102). Glenn Wakefield has noted the escapist qualities 

imparted to the back country: '[It]. . . helps me forget about stresses of everyday lifew 

(1 0/29/1996). Others concur with his view: 

Escaping: I go 'wheeling to get away from all the crap I have to deal 
with...here. Work, crime, crowded cities, trash and litter, paying rent. 
wonying about how I'm gonna get the money to pay whatever. It's a 
good way for me to hook up with people ... who have similar interests 
and go have fun ... Looking at all the old cabins and mines and what 
not, and wondering what it might have been like living up there 

'O For more on landscapes as places of refuge, see: Bale, 122-25. 
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seventy-five or onehundred years ago. It's just a sanity check for me. 
(vctor Mokler, 2/5/1997) 

During interviews and conversations others routinely noted similar reasons for 

venturing into the back country. 

There is a propensity for dividing the landscape into a dichotomous 

relationship, polarized between urban life and the outback's benefits. Such 

tendencies are similar to those that have been called 'pastoralism;" they 

have a long history in Western culture. It promotes a view of nature 
as a kindly mother, a refuge from the demands of urban life. The 
Earth, in this view, is a garden of Eden, generous and fertile. Mother 
Earth provides us with food, rest, diversion, and solacen (Wilson, 94). 

It has been noted that 'the countryside is widely accepted as the antithesis 

of the city irrespective of the actual living conditions of these two environments" 

(Tuan, 1971, 109). The propensity for thus dividing a region's topography has been 

referred to as 'nostalgia" (Raymond Wlliams, 47). 2' Viewed through this mentality, 

urban centers are seen as being filled with: 

organised seduction ,...noise and traffic, with the streets unsafe 
because of robbers.. .the city as itself: going its own way. A retreat to 
[the back] country...from this kind of hell, is then a different vision from 
the mere contrast of rural and urban ways of life. It is, of course, a 
rentier's vision: the cool [back] country that is sought is not that of the 
work[er] but as the fortunate resident. (46-7) 

It is interesting how this description of the urban world and its opposite, the back 

country, comes close to that noted above by Victor. Thus, the outback is 

transformed into a diversion, a place of recreation and escape. 

" Richard Slotkin has similarly noted the propensity for people to polarize their 
world into two realms, "metropolis" and "wilderness" (41 ). 
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Drawing such notions into the modem, technological sphere, scholars have 

observed that: 

The love of nature flourishes best in cultures with highly developed 
technologies, for nature is the one place we can both indulge our 
dreams of mastery over the earth and seek some kind of contact with 
the origins of life-an experience we don't usually allow urban settings 
to provide. (Wilson, 25) 

The veraaty of this comment can be measured within the Rock Crawling culture by 

noting that the majority of the community hail from sizeable urban centers like Los 

Angeles. Denver, or Salt Lake City. However, smaller urban locations like Grand 

Junction, Colorado, cannot be left from the equation. They also produce drivers and 

builders of 4x4s. However, rural Rock Crawlers are a rare site; there are even fewer 

rancher or farmer members of the community. 

During the course of my ongoing research at Moab and other trail ride events 

from the late eighties and nineties to the present, I have met less than a handful of 

serious participants from rural areas. Once again, this is because 'the idea of (the 

outback] as an untramrnelled refuge is most attractive to [groups] situated at some 

distance from [this] world, and whose values tend to rest on a rigid distinction 

between human and non-humann populated locations (Wilson, 27). In this sense, 

back country spaces are places that are Other, defined as such against notions of 

urban existence (4  81 ). 

Outback spaces. then, are lands standing in contrast to the urban spwl, "the 

chaos of the metro," and the hectic lifestyle it engenders (Raymond Williams, 5). 

Essentially the outback takes its significance from drawing one's mind away from 

that which is perceived as urban to any great degree. Consequently. the two 
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physical states 'stand for" and thus provide opposing experiences (1). ZZ The urban 

sprawl is hectic and congested, the back country exists as a symbolic antithesis: 

Despite all the mis-perceptions of 4-wheelers as being 
interested in rape and pilbge of the wilderness, you know they-they're 
looking for things which you define as recreation, if you want. But, it's 
basically to escape the tyranny of a modem-day rat race. And, if you 
want to do that, then you have to--have something that soaks up 
enough of your consciousness to take precedence over the other 
things in your life that you want to escape. Whether it's work or ... a 
whole college year [a playful rib at me], or an enemy invasion! 
<<Laughs>> 

It's a lot like magic is. The black magic mythological stuff is- 
the performance magic is ... a lot of times a slight of hand which 
occupies someone's awareness with a certain move, while you do 
something ... with the other hand, or something while they're not 
watching. Now ... what a nasty section of roads does is it.. .occupies 
your consciousness to the point where your brain's just chugging away 
at a pmbkm-where you know if you screw-up on that problem, you're 
gonna take out a body paner or high center your axle and humiliate 
yourself. Then it's Zen and the art of thrashing your rig! <<We break 
down into laughter.,, And that's the point. You know everybody's 
looking for something different, but I think on a fundamental level it 
goes back down to..-having your consciousness pulled away from your 
usual routine for enough that..your psyche, or whatever, has a chance 
to take a deep. deep breath, while, of course, your consciousners is 
dealing with what's at hand! (David Jarvis, 511 993) 

An advert for S u p M  Suspensbns Systems company recently used a dogan 

playing with the notion that the back country is an escape from the urban existence: 

"Sometimes There's Mountains To Climb.. . instead of corporate ladders" (76). The 

advert plays with the oppositional relationship believed to exist between the outback 

and the work-a-day world. For instance. during a Summer, 1994. Lone Peak 4- 

" Wilson notes that "it is only since the Industrial Revolution, with its unbalanced 
concentration of production, power, and wealth in the cities, that it has been possible to 
think of the country as ... a place of retreat ... That is  now happening again, as urban 
dominance of the economy is waning and the social and ecological crisis in the city 
intensifies" (203). 
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Wheelers trail ride, I overheard participants discuss how nice it is to get away from 

a world where they are always in such a hurry-where even the microwave takes too 

long - 

According to these individuals. this hectic life is all part of a process that 

keeps taking more and more freedom away. When discussing the positive qualities 

of the outback, Quinn Mortensen balances these mments by noting the "crowdedw 

and the restrictive nature of urban life: 

I like ... being on my own a lot. And. that's one thing 4-wheeling 
is-getting to an area where people might not have been for a year or 
more. I like being in an area, getting out, and being in nature. It's 
more of an escapist attitude, trying to get away from society and its 
restrictions, the judgements of others.. .No matter how much we like to 
t h ink-to tel I ourselves-we're not influenced by others' 
decisions.. .pretty much everyone is influenced by.. .how others 
perceive them. You get alone in the mountains and basically you can 
be yourself. You don't have to impress nature with anything. 
(511 1 11 993) 

Essentially, this view of the back country world is diametrically opposite to 

Rock Crawlers' view of the urban situation, which can be described as: 

Men having grown 'mechanical in head and heart". . . mean[ing] that 
their behavior is increasingly determined externally, which is to say, by 
invisible. abstract, social forces unrelated (or alien) to their inward 
impulses. Hegel.. .called this state 'self estrangement," thereby 
implying a conflict between the 'social" and the 'natural" self. (Marx, 
1 964, 1 76-77) 

Statements regarding the back country's positive qualities from David Jarvis. Quinn 

Mortensen, and others, seem to agree with the idea that the urban world can be 

equated with 'external control." This control is obviously not seen as a positive 

force. 

Motivated by this belief. parents come to Mountain West Off-Road Supply 
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Inc.. a store specializing in selling and installing equipment for modifying 4x4 

vehicles. Time and again I have heard the same justifications for their interest in 

vehicle modification: the city's negative influence was something from which they 

wanted to take their family away. Many couples believed that by modifying the family 

vehicle they could heighten their ability to exape into nature, where their family 

would enjoy the independence it provided. Allan Olsen enjoys taking his family rock 

crawling for these reasons: 

You knaw, it keeps the family together, keeps us doing something we 
all enjoy. and gives us time together on the weekends when we're not 
working ...v e] take the family. go up, and not necessarily hard core 
4-wheeling. It's just-go to the mountains to get away, to get away 
from the people. In Summer, when it's hot, it's cool in the mountains. 
It's someplace to go, something to do. (411 2/1996) 

This ideal is not exdusive to the area where the store and Allan are located. 

Exhibiting similar values, a magazine editorial-written in California-urged: 

Getting into the back country seems to set your priorities straight and 
is loads of fun ... Parents. I encourage you to introduce your teenagers 
to our hobby. Maybe go in with them and buy an old beater to fix up. 
Working together will bring you closer to each other and strengthen 
family ties. After the 4x4 gets running. your sans and daughters will 
have a way to get into the back country and explore our heritage, 
becoming setf--suffkient besides. It worked for me. (Howell. 1 995, 7) 

This editoMl not only links the outback with freedom, but with 'our heritage.w23 The 

perception that back country spaces are lands of freedom and beauty, left by 'our 

forefathersm is routinely wnflated with notions of escape, solitude, and self 

sufficiency for drivers and their families. 

Another writer blends images of back country freedom with his own family 

" Bale has discussed sportscapes as heritage locations (137-39). 
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history.24 For him the two themes are inextricably linked: 

Like many of you. I was introduced to four-wheel driving before I could 
walk. The remote places we explored in my dad's Renegade CJ-5 
created the feeling of living in another time for my brother and me. I 
can still remember the sun beating down on us, cold creeks and the 
smell of pine. The ghostly 'whiningn of the Jeep in 4-low. Tires 
gripping and slipping .... It was a legacy, a way of life. begun by my 
grandfather who initiated my Dad in an old Willy's overland truck, 
(Fames, 82-3) 

Fames continues by discussing the -y of his vehide and how he has raised 

his own children-now grown and with Jeeps of their own-with constant trips into the 

back country; he concludes by touching on the fear that this 'legacy" will be lost 

because of militant actions by people who he, like other Rock Crawlers. broadly 

defines as "environmentalists:" 

Environmentalists are not out to steal our memories, they could never 
do that, but what about those who will drive the roads after us? Is it 
a sport that we are defending, or a way of life? My love for the 
mountains began in a Jeep. and hopehrlly it can for others, too. (83) 

The editorial staffs answer to Fames' commentary is equally revealing: 

Yes, four-wheeling is a legacy to be passed on to future generations 
as well as to friends and family now. You are doing everyone a great 
service by doing your part to pass the torch. With a little work on 
everyone's part, the wide-open spaces will be there for your great- 
grandchildren. (83) 

Rock Crawlers transform uninhabited spaces into 'wide-open' and liberating back 

country places; they voyage into these zones for the boon they provide-emotional 

and physical escspe. This is the 'legacy," and they expect and plan for its existence 

'' It is also interesting to note what a sensual experience the back country trips are 
for him. He describes his experiences using input from nearly all of his senses. 
Although sitting in a car might seem to prohibit such enjoyment, it does not This will be 
discussed at length later. 
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in the lives of their children. 

Mr. Fames' description of the back country is important to note. This is no 

excursion comprised of blasting wantonly off-road. For him, such trips are sensual 

episodes- He describes his experiences using input from three of his five senses: 

smell, sound, feel. He even notes the (mental) sensation of time displacement, 

which reinforces the concept of the outback as an Other place. Although sitting in 

a 4x4 might seem to prohibit such enjoyment, it does not for this individual. 

The back country is seen by Rock Crawlers as unspoded; it must be to m a i n  

an escape from the urban world. If these special places become defiled, they are 

less pure and cease to offer the escape that they once proffered. The Otherness 

of these places is what makes them appealing: 

You can go out through nature, you can be one with nature. 
You can see some sights that you wouldntt otherwise see ... You're just 
up there--you're saying, 'this trail goes someplace, I want to see the 
sights. I want to be up in the fresh air and stuff." I think part of 4- 
wheeling is you drive to reach the end of the trail and you say: 'O.K. 
we've come to the end, let's get out and enjoy it." You don't get to the 
end, sit there in your rig and say: 'Well gee, made it to the end, let's 
go find a different trail," and just do 4-wheeling. To me, that's not what 
441eeling is about-it's getting to some place, being some place. If 
you're just going to go out and 4-wheel, then you can just get a loop 
and keep doing that loop over and over. Because, as long as you're 
moving you'd be happy.. .If it takes you some place that is nice to be, 
then the trail is worth while. (Quinn Mortensen, 511 111 993)25 

Interestingly, Quinn's affiniiy for 4-wheeiing arises from its ability to take him to a 

'place." Rock crawling provides the opportunity to get him into a landscape he 

normally does not see. An integral part of Quinn's ofhading experience is getting 

" Quinn reiterated this opinion during a later conversation when he noted that 
"off-roadi ng isn't just about Cwheeling, it about being someplace" (7141 1997). 
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out of his rig to explore these places, places that if he didn't have his 4x4 he might 

have to hike days to get to. Rock Crawling, then, is more than driving, it is a chance 

to be in, and to access, the outback. 

Ber Knight, information officer for the Red Rock 4-Wheelers in Moab, Utah, 

stated that the original organization of the Red Rock Cwheeiers ' Moab Easter Jeep 

Safariwas to access the land as a group, and to 'share ... the treasures of Spring in 

our country and so on and so forthn (S/lZ/l99S). He explains: 

Well, I think we have the country for [the safari] ... It isn't the most 
difficult trails anywhere. Because there am more difficult trails, I would 
say. [He laughs] You want somethin' hard-you dig a hole in the 
ground and pour water in it! You don't have to be out in the country. 
But we do have great country, and it's just kind of gotten to be a thing 
to do. (S l l  U1995) 

Both Quinn and Ber also believe that difficulty is an important factor for rating 

trails. But each makes it clear that arduous driving conditions are not the sole 

reason for their wiide~ness retreats. Enjoying nature's beauty is equally important. 

Quinn notes that if driving was the single motivation, a circular trail could be 

constructed; Ber asserts that a pit filled with water would suit an individual looking 

solely for a thrilling ride. Both images hinge on a lack of mobility and a lack of 

interest in one's surroundings: the circle endlessiy goes no place and the pit sucks 

one in. Thus, 'motion provides [trail ride participants] with a direct experience of 

space, a sense of ... freedomw (Bale, 142). This is important because freedom of 

movement is linked with an appreciation of nature's 'untrammelled" beauty as the 

retief from the urban existence (Wilson, 205). 

'Aesthetic appreciation of [the outback]" (Tuan, 197 1, 34) hinges upon the 
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belief that the land one travels upon exists in opposition to that in which Rock 

Crawlers regularly exist. To sustain this image, back country places are viewed as 

places 'where people might not have been for a year or morew (Quinn Monensen, 

5/11/1993). This is extremely important. During visits to Mountain West Off-Road 

Supply, Rock Crawlers routinely profess that a given back country area seemed: 

'untouched by others." 'unseen by society.- =so remote we didn't see anyone the 

whole time we were there." They describe these locations as 'pristine," or 'so 

difficult to get to that I'll bet no human has seen this place for years." During club 

meetings for the Lone Peak 4-Wheelers, similar statements were often made. In 

fact, nearly any time Rock Crawlers discuss the quaiity of a given trail, its seemingiy 

untrammelled qualities will be mentioned. 

These assertions represent the need to view the land as unspoiled. The 

more 'untouched" a trad of land appears, the greater its appeal? This is because 

the more remote an outback area seems, the more (psychologically and ph ysicali y) 

distanced it appears from society. 1 his ideal has often been expressed by trail ride 

participants who uttered phrases like: 'Boy do I feel sorry for 'X' stuck back in the 

crty." This and other comments similar to it were made on a Lone Peak 4-Wheelers 

trail ride during the Summer of 1994. They referred to a dub member who could not 

attend the event due to business obligations. These statements draw a comparison 

'6 A solitary appearance is the important criteriurn. As will be discussed, an irony 
exists in that physical remoteness is not always a necessity. Often the illusion of 
remoteness or escape is of  primary importance. Although this seems contradictory, it 
must be remembered that taking one's mind away from the "daily grind" is the ultimate 
goal. Physical distance is not always wholly required-but does certainly add to the 
experience. See chapter five. 
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between the participants' joy while in nature and the imagined anxiety of those 

individuals still within the urban sprawl. 

Despite the notion that the outback has rarely seen human intervention, 

individuals realize that their very presence there makes it a little less wild, a little 

more tame. This is the point at which a contradiction within the outback worldview 

reveals itself. 

THE OUTBACK AS A PLACE OF PARADOX 

I placed a jar in Tennessee. 
And round it was, upon a hill. 
It made the slovenly wilderness 
Surround that hill. 

The wilderness rose up to it. 
And sprawled around no longer wild. 
The jar was round upon the ground 
And tall and of a port in air. 

I t  took dominion everywhere. 
The jar was gray and bare. 
I t  did not @ve of bird or bush 
Like nothing else in Tennessee. 

Wallace Stevens 1 9 1 9, 1 923 

tt was not until I became a serious Rock Crawler that the relevance of 

Wallace Stevens' poem 'Anecdote of the Jar" struck me. Until then, the idea that 

a jar could tame a vast wildemess-or even a small hill-seemed a poetic stretch at 

best. Yet, I have not been alone in realizing the keen insight revealed by Stevens' 

poetry. I have witnessed the angst created within drivers by trash-strewn trails; even 

an aluminum can Secrefed in the bushes near a camp site can amuse caristernation. 

It has been noted that 'there are few things as repulsively unecological as a bunch 
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of empty beer bottles and cans littering an otherwise beautiful campsitew (DeLong, 

1 996, 32). 1 too respond this way. 

The following letter to the editor of a popular 4x4 magazine clearly 

demonstrates this outrage. Notice the realization that the land is, and continues to 

be, used as a public throughway: 

The trash at Ellis Cree& was terr ik.  We picked up paper, plastic and 
over 30 cans that w re  littering the place. The trashed camp site had 
a wonderful view of one painted boulder. I can assure you that when 
environmentalists hike along the Rubicon [trail], it won't be large 
vehicles that bother them. The ignorance of a few individuals who 
don't pi& up after themselves and paint grafiu on the bouiders will. 
(Zeigler, 1 1 ) 

The letter is emphatic in its articulation of the anger experienced by Rock Crawlers 

when encountering any form of trash or destructive activities along trails. Such 

violent reactions symbolize more than a mere hatred for trash. They reveal an 

underlying realizalion that the outback is not truly a 'virginal" territory, it is shared 

with other individuals who regularly utilize it for their own needs.2i 

As is evident, serious Rock Crawlers are not content to let offenses to the 

outback's "pristine" quality rest. For them pristine means no trash along the trail, no 

destruction of trailside foliage, and no 'blazingn new trails across the countryside. 

By cleaning the trash-which is inevitably blamed on other recreationalists: mountarn 

bikers, motorcyclists, or campers-the illusion of an undefilea wilderness is 

maintained. In further eiforts ta maintain these areas, organized clubs throughout 

the West (and the entire US.) sponsor periodc dean-ups along trails or scenic 

" It also alludes to the battle for land usage existing between off-roaders and 
many other groups: this will be discussed later. 
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nlgnways In rnerr area. 

More than 200 volunteers-spent the day at Sycamore Ueek...for a 
day of cleaning ... Obstacles like bumtsut can, various broken-down 
appliances, and even two kitchen sinks were hauled out. In the end, 
the people enjoyed themselves so much, they wanted to know when 
and where the next clean up would be. That's the kind of volunteer 
enthusiasm we usually see from off-highway entnusiasts. (Four 
Wheeler Staff, 1 8) 

These volunteers also rebuild trails that need work: 

The Mona Pok Canyon [wasJ slated for closure and just nobody took 
an interest in it. And our dub [Lone Peak 4-Wheekml found out about 
it-found out there had been a-a snow slide, and the road was closed 
because of the slide. And so we had a work project one Saturday, 
and had about 30 rigs and abut  six or eight chainsaws. And we re- 
opened the road. And it's still open. (Ed Isaacson, 411 611 9%) 

Trail re-building occurs regularly, often In conjunctron wth local wldemess or forest 

sewice agencies. 

The willingness to blame others for tra~lsrae trash IS common. 'Four 

wheelers ... do a lot of trail maintenance, to prote ct... trails from washouts and other 

hazards. They also perform a lot of litter removal, and over the years have hauled 

out tons of trash and debris left by hikers and campers" (Farquhar, Holder & 

Wescott, 26-30). A rumor-panic that blazed through the 1 994 Jeep Safan reveaied 

Rock Crawlers' habit of blaming others for outback trash. It alleged that the event 

might be cancelled in Mure years due to the destructive activities of outside groups 

ruining the landscape. Stories further claimed that the government-and even the 

town council of Moab-had had enough destruction of the landscape. The safan and 

the 1-1 trails would be closed during Easter week in the future. 

Many individuals expressed consternation towards mountain bikers, hikers, 
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and the partying spring break college students who have thronged to Moab in recent 

years. It was believed that these groups had perpetrated the destfuctmn esfmnsi ble 

for the trail closures. Safari participants saw themselves as defenders of the 

undefiled quality of the outback-against outsiders perceived as not caring. 

A "keep it pristinen ideal is taken to serious levels to protect the Rock 

Crawling belief system and the environment. At The Easter Jeep Safari littering is 

not the only frowned-upon activity; porta-potties are taken along with each official 

trail ride so individuals may fulfill the tenet: 'pack out what you pack in!"" 

But trash is only one of several challenges to the outback's existence. A 

greater challenge exists within the very existence of the trails themselves. A trail's 

suwival heralds man's past-and continuing-forays into the back country. For Rock 

Crawlers, this quandary poses a threat that is never fully articulated, but is certainly 

felt. This threat can be broken dawn into two component parts: (1) the existence of 

the trail represents a threat to the perceived 'unspoiled' nature of the back country; 

and (2) driving along the trail poses the potential threat of continuing the degradation 

to these spaces. These problems not only create angst withm Me group, they spur 

action. This is because 'when our meaningful places are threatened, we feel 

threatened as well' (Ryden. 40). Although this action does not always take the form 

of articulating the paradoxical nature of the existence of trails (and their travellers) 

within the back country. it certainly does give rise to self-justifymg thought 

processes. 

" For more concerning back country behavior tenets. see chapter five. 
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UNSPOILED OUTBACK AND THE EXISTENCE OF TRAILS 

An obvious paradox exists. How can land seem 'untouched by hurnanw or 

'rarely seen" and have a trail running through it at the same time? This issue, and 

how Rock Crawlers deal with it, is a riddle that plagued me incessantly; after all. I am 

not only researching this community, I am also a member. I recognized an answer 

to this conundrum within a dichotomy built into narratives concerning back country 

trips. This dichotomy enables drivers to pigeon-hole tk topography into two loosely 

defined zones that do not seem to infringe upon each other (fig: 2.13). 

Terrain 

FIG: 2.13 Landscape pigem boles. 

The first zone is the trail and the land easily accessible to it. When speaking 

about a given trail the common tendency is to assert that it looks as if it is a 'very 

remote place" likely to have had few folks traversing it recently (Matt Smith, 

4/4/1996). Obviously such assertions awld serve as boasts of prowess (ie: only my 
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vehicle can gain access to this location); yet more is at stake here than personal 

driving reputations. By professing that a trail is remote or rarely travelled, drivers 

declare that it has generally avoided regular intrusion by the masses. The less 

travelled a trail seems to be, the more removed from the urban world it seems. 

An assumption tac~tly exists that the trail takes one into the outback, but 

somehow remains a separate entity from its surrounding topography. This is how 

the outback can be described as pristine land. yet have a trail running through its 

midst. Through this spatial separation. the trail and outback topography immediate 

to it are divided from the surrounding landscape. The trail is, indeed, seen as part 

of the back country-but only if it is perceived as having limited contact with 4x4s and 

people. A trail that is frequently or regularly travelled is not always seen as part of 

the outback. The Poison Spider Mesa trail illustrates this point (fig: 2.3). 

Poison Spider trail begins as a diversion from a paved road northwest of 

Moab. The trail's first two miles are merely dirt road. also accessible by 2-wheel 

drive vehicles; consequently it is largely travelled and camped. The easily 

accessible nature of this section of the trail causes drivers to comment that 'we 

aren't even on the trail yetw (Quinn Mortensen, 813011 997). Afterwards the trail 

suddenly becomes increasingly difhcult, restricting access primarily to modified 4- 

wheel drive rigs. Although the trail originates two miles back, the point where it 

becomes difficult is often referred to as the trail-head, or Where the trail beginsw 

(Quinn Mortensen. 7/7/1997). The restricted access to the rest of the trail renderr 

it more valuable, more likely to be back country. 

In narratives, lands extending out and away from trails have been referred to 
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in ways that highlight their untrarnmelled nature, such as: 'unseen by any human," 

"never before walked upon," or even 'God's own country" (comments during a 1993 

Jeep Safari trail ride). These assertions reflect the second level or pigeon hole into 

which the physical environment is placed. Topographies, that can be explored, 

looked at (beautiful vistas), or hiked upon, are described in ways that reveal the 

basic tendency for Rock Crawlers to see them as undefiled. Despite the fact that a 

location may be wi-thin a half-hour's walk of a trail, individuals are likely to see the 

spot they have found as their own special place, a tract of land known only to them. 

These places can be shared with close friends or kept as closely guarded secrets- 

much like a fisherman's secret fishing hole. 

My group of friends has a special camping location off a trail in American Fork 

Canyon, just north of American Fork, Utah (F map 1 ). We travel to this same spot 

year in and year out. One weekend during the Summer of 1994 we went camping 

and found another group in our spot Quinn guided our group to find a new location 

further up the trail; but the weekend did not seem right. We lamented the absence 

of the waterfall that we usually enjoyed. Others who joined the group later also 

expressed anxiety at not having 'our spot." Some joked about going down and 

kicking the 'interloping" campers off of a location that was clearly not theirs. 

Ed lsaacson once stated that a group of drivers who had wrongly left a trail 

went 'out through the booniesw (4/16/1996). Although the rigs went no further than 

a hundred yards, they had left the trail and entered his perception of this second 

zone. Trash or tire tracks found in such locations are a supreme affront and are not 
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likely to be forgotten. This is because they damage areas that should not k used, 

and their presence reveals the regular usage of, and intrusion into, spaces perceived 

as being escapes from the urban world. 

These perceptions concerning the Otherness of the land are not unlike those 

presented in the Epic of Gilgamesh? Purported to have been written in Sumeria 

three hundred yean prior to the birth of Christ. the epic details the struggles of 

Gilgamesh, the ruler of a wealthy and powerful city. Despite his power and the 

amenities it brought. he was not satisfies. Realizrng that h ~ s  anxiety was born of the 

urban milieu itself, he ventured into the bush. There he met Enkidu, who was the 

embodiment of that alternate zone. Living off the land and running with animals, his 

pleasures were derived from *more simple" means. Enkidu symbolized everything 

that was antithetical to the city. Through his associations with Enkidu, Gilgamesh 

was able to empe the aspects of urban life which he did not like. He also atta~nea 

a new harmony within his own psyche. 

The outback ads as an Enkidu for Rock Crawlers. Whether driving on a trail 

or hiking away from one, the solitude and sights of the outback are bel~eved to be 

a rejuvenating force against the bureaucratic nature of urban life. Yet the 

paradoxical nature of the outback existence rears its head again. 

'' For a more indepth discussion concerning the Epic of Gilgamesh and its 
relation to views of the land, see Yi-Fu Tun's  Man and Nature (34). 
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PHYSICAL PROBLEMS WITH 4x4s IN THE OUTBACK 

By this point, readers are probably asking themselves: 'But what about the 

4x4s, are Rock Crawlers not taking their machines into the back country to escape 

the urban world? Is this not like taking the proverbial monkey on your back?" Herein 

lies the ultimate irony; machines are prized as the means for slipping free from the 

urban sphere. And their presence takes the urban world one step closer to the 

outback one. 

An answer to this quandary began to unfold while I taiked to Randy Robinson, 

a fong-time Rock Crawler and vehicle modification guru. On June 6, 1997, 1 was 

visiting his shop, Advanced Fou&Mheel Dlive Systems, and the two of us had 

become involved in a discussion concerning land use. For Rock Crawlers, the term 

'land usen is employed when referring to problems-usually socio-politikal- 

associated with accessing the outback. Randy lead the conversation and it was 

easy to see that the topic had struck a chord because he was forceful, adamant, in 

his assertions. The calm facade that I was used to seeing in him vanished and he 

became visually agitated as he spoke of the differing groups 'all attempting to 

hedge-off the land for their own agendas." 

Validating the Rock Crawler's use of the outback, Randy then slipped into a 

traditionally used description of'4x4 utilization: 

The distances in the desert are. so great. Some of the places you get 
to see are so remote that you simply could not see them if you were 
on foot or on a horse. You couldn't carry enough water. There is no 
way to see these places without a vehicle. So if vehicles are forbidden 
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from these places they simply will not be experienced by people. 
(6/19/1997) 

Randy's assertion that rigs are crucial for accessing outback places is the crux of 

many Rock Crawlers' justification for taking their machine(@ into these spaces. Like 

Randy, many "enjoy ..-4-wheeling more to get to a point rather than the actual 4- 

wheeling of it. I mean. I do enjoy the 4-wheeling, but I like getting to someplace 

that's remote-where you don't get a lot of people-and then getting out and hiking, 

looking around and s t f l  (Quinn Mortensen, 4/21/1997). 

The idea of using one's rig to access the outback is pivotal. This point is 

ubiquitous to conversations regarding 'land use," and even what types of trails 

drivers enjoy. Discourse among Rock Crawlers regularly focuses on the places their 

rigs have helped them to access: 

I like to go up to old mines and ghost towns ... It's better if it's really 
good 4-wheeling-you knw--Challenging-obstades, places.. .people 
don't frequent often. I guess-you knownit makes it that much more 
interesting because not very many people go out there. (Shannon 
Shirk, 4/21 /I 997) 

The vehicles are a means for taking people to places away ftom the urban sphere. 

Yet as is noted above, they are also a means for finding challenging diversions. 

Outback places are accessed for their diversionary benefits. They draw trail 

ride participants out of their ordinary world. Many focus on the visual aspects of 

these places. However, the aesthetics of diversion are not limited to panoramic 

vistas. Shannon Shirk once noted that his favorite trail is the Jackhammer. Running 

through a dry, boulder-strewn, desert wash. this trail is not noted for its pleasurable 

vistas. When asked why he prdenad this trail, Shannon's explanation was rife with 
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images of outback places as challenges: 

Well, its just one obstacle after another, no space in between. It's 
unforgiving. It's just-you know-it's only eight-tenths of a mile long. 
And it takes you eight hours to go over it. I'm serious! It's just killer. 
And then you get to the end and you think you are done, and then 
you-The cool thing about Jackhammer is you get up to it and you're 
like, 'Where's the trail?" Because it's just a rock mountain, basically. 
And if you took real close, you can see the tire marks where you're 
supposed to go. That's it. And then you get done. and you're up this 
really hard. super loose-it's a loose, rocky, climb. But the rocks are 
as big as your tires-basically. You get over that and you think you are 
done; and then you're trying to look for the way out. Then you see 
that you have to go up kind of a loose, rocky fin*. You have to go 
straight up it. There's a really off-cambef thi ng... at the top. It scares 
the crap out of you. I hate that, man. If it wasn't for that Jackhammer 
would be just fine. (412 1 11 996) 

Like Shannon, Chris Stephens enjoys difficult aspects of traits because of 'the 

challenge.. . because it.. .challenges the machine that I've built and then challenges 

Charlie Copsey, too, is always on the look-out for a trail that boasts heart- 

stopping challenges. During a conversation in his shop, Just 4 Fun Motorsports, 

Charlie told me about his first trip through the Surprise Canyon trail, in California 

(7/21/1994). He noted that upon its completion. his modified Chevy pick-up was 

neariy destroyed. It had sustained heavy body damage, and the front suspension 

had nearly been ripped from the frame. Despite the damage to his rig, he loved the 

trip. Arriving home, he immediately began to build up 'a rig that could do any trail 

I wanted it to do." 

4x4s' then, are seen as vehicles (in both senses of the word) for accessing 

and enjoying the back country. As such, they are essential to the outback 
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experience. Regardless if one is like Quinn and Randy, who use their rigs to access 

specific locations for other activities, or whether a driver tends to be like Chadie, 

Chris, and Shannon, who enjoy the outback primarily for the thrill associated with 

traversing its extreme terrain. Either extreme depends upon the 4x4 to gain access 

to these diversionary locations.30 

In fact. trail ride partidpants routinely engage in other trail ride activities that 

put them in touch with outback places. They are constantly in and out of their 

vehicles; they jump out to look at this vista, or play in that stream, or to hike an 

interesting foot-path. They enjoy the outdoor smells from within and without their 

rigs3' In addition to these ventures, they routinely stop their rigs and get out to 

watch or spot others as they drive. While on a six hour trail ride, at least three hours 

are spent interacting with (and on) the landscape. 

During a break on the Salt Cmek Canyon trail (F map 1). several children 

spotted, and eventually caught, a lizard (612211 996). Adults took the opportunity to 

teach them about the animal's physiology, eating habits, and environment. People 

crowded around as the children reached out to touch and pet the animal. The 

children set the lizard free before the group journeyed on. 

The idea of taking machines into the outback to enjoy nature's bounties may 

seem incongruous. Rather than articulating this issue. Rock Crawlers adopt an 

it is common to hear comments about the qualities of a trail that focus on that 
trail's dificulty and visual beauty: "The scenery is fantastic and there is plenty of 
potential for new and interesting obstacles everywhere" (Howell, 1997% 52-8). 

" For more concerning the "smellrapes of sports." see: Bale, 142. 
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elaborate set of rationalizations and behavior-modifying belief systems. These 

measures ensure that utilizing vehicles does not negate or damage the land and the 

experiences it proffers. Such systems also ensure that operating machines in the 

outback is never directly addressed as a threat to these places by the community. 

The largest movement in this process to date is Tread Dghtly!. It originated 

as an organization centered upon propagating the idea of driving vehicles (including: 

horses, mountain bikes, motorcycles etc.) in ways that least impact the environment. 

It, then, was a readion against preservationist groups alleging that recreational land 

users were ruining America's 'wilderness areasw and 'wild lands" (Southern Utah 

Wilderness Assoaation, http:llwww. suwa. orglfaqpart4. htmI#roaas) ' Tread Ll'ghtly! 

is more of, I believe, a guideline to keep ... the areas we go to as-you know-pristine 

as possible. To keep it so that long term use won't change itn (Quinn Mortensen, 

4/2 1 I1 996). 

The precepts urged by the Tread Lightly! operation have been heartily 

embraced by mast serious off-roaders. These rules not only help keep the land as 

unaffected by 4x4 use as possible, but the actions it advises also help to maintain 

the illusion of an undefiled back country. For, when trails are scarred with holes 

created by truck tires. mud pits made by driven careening through wet trails, or 

foliage ruined by vehicles taken off trails, the dream of escaping from the normal 

world into an Other one does not ring true. 

Tread Lightly! was organized as a means for changing individuals' thought 

processes regarding back country locations. Its tenets not only advocate certain 
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driving adjustments to protect the beauty of the land, it also encourages drivers to 

consider the equipment they take into the wildemess-even down to the type of 

clothing they wear. An Ogden, Utah, branch of the U. S. Forest Service initiated the 

national movement in 1985. *They called this program Tread Lightly!, exclamation 

point included in the name! Like, 'You better Tread Lightly! or pretty soon you Can't 

Tread At All!" (DeLong, 1996, 29). 

The organization maintains a web site on the internet. A brief history included 

at this site notes: 

It was conduded that a long term informative program was needed to 
increase public awareness, that special care of the land must be 
exercised by recreationalists if [recreational activities] are to continue. 
Accordingly the Tead Mhtly! program was developed. It's based on 
the same premise as 'Smokey Bear' and 'Woodsy Owl' programs 
where Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl focus on fire and litter 
respectively, Tmad tightly! emphasizes law impact principles. 
applicable to all forms of recreational activities. 
(http://www.4x44u.cam/pub/k2/treadlig htly!/) 

The crusade quickly gained support among all forms of land users, motorized and 

non-motorized alike. It grew rapidly, leaving the protective wing of the Forest 

Service in 1990, becoming (with sponsorship from approximately 50 mrporations) 

a non-profit corporation that preaches the responsible use of America's public and 

private lands. The mqxntbn does all this to preserve these places and the sports 

oaamng on them ( h t t p : I ~ . 4 ~ 4 4 ~ . a a m / p u ~ r e a d l i g h t I y !  Currently, many off- 

roaders use the catch phrase 'tread lightly" without realizing the tenets they profess 

are the result of an organized corporate venture. They only knaw that such beliefs 
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mandate certain obligations and actions while enjoying outback lands? 

Writer/off-roader Jack Raudy notes that, at the user level, Tead Lightly! 

teaches visitors how to reduce evidence of their presence on public 
lands in all stages of a trip, from planning through breaking camp. It 
encompasses travel methods, clothing, equipment, camping practices, 
fires, and sanitation. (21 ) 

Furthering his discussion of ecological off-roading, he quotes Jim Baca. director of 

the federal Bureau of Land Management (BLM) as commenting: 'Visitors [to the 

outback] who take a little time to learn and practice 'Leave No Trace' techniques will 

go a long way toward ensuring that our unique natural treasures remain in good 

condition" (21).33 

Such practices have become so pervasive among most Rock Crawlers that 

"treading lightly" is used as a catch phrase indicating all the habits one should utilize 

while driving in order to least impact the land. This "ecd t ' knd~ approach to driving 

is seen as part of the current move for people to be more conscious of their 

environment. 'You k n o w 4  things as you would like them done for you. And I try 

to do thatw (Quinn Mortensen, 4/21/1996). Most attempt to 'follow ecological 4- 

wheeling principles when leaving the pavement. It is, after all, the responsible thing 

to don (DeLong, 1996, 31). For Rock Crawlers, considering the health of the land 

" It is interesting to note that Tread Lightly! has just begun operations in 
Australia. This is the only country outside of USNCanada to embrace this movement- 
Could the fiontier mentality which exists in Australia, and parallels that of the American 
West, be a motivation for this? Although I have not tested this hypothesis, I suspect that 
it is valid. 

" Actually Leave No Trace is a different program which teaches the same 
out back behavior patterns as Tread Lightly! 
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is a way to place the environment before themselves. 

The crux of the Tread Lghtly! movement hinges upon driving techniques. To 

drive in an appropriate manner, individuals must strictly avoid driving off the trail. 

But it is more than this: 'I view it as not only staying on a designated trail, but 

avoiding damaging the existing trail" (Quinn Mortensen 4/2l/l997). This entails 

avoiding muddy and rutted sections of trait or land, blasting over the terrain or 

through rivers, using excessive energy creating tire spin that results in damage to 

the topography, or harming the flora and fauna in any way. An excellent example 

of the kind of driving advice regularly given to neophytes is that: 

There are times when going the slowest possible pace is absolutely 
the best way to [drive off-road], such as when crawling through rock 
or any other kind of really rugged terrain ... The right way to tackle 
heavy rocks is slowiy, dawn in four-wheel drive and low range with the 
engine at idle or barely above. It takes experience and careful 
judgement to decide how large a rock you can straddle without 
scraping a differential or skidplate. (Crow 8 Murray, 1 14-120) 

Going slow and avoiding spinning one's tires while off-road are more than 

mere words of wisdom, they become measuring standards by which drivers are 

evaluated. Drivers routinely state that slowness is a virtue. Yet although most 

embrace this knowledge eagerly, others are less successful (Basso, 1996, 73). 

Thus, there are sane that do not drive in Tmad tightly! approved ways. Such 'bad 

applesw are referred to as 'red necks," 'ya-hoosw and even 'ass holesw (Matt Smith, 

4/4/1996). These drivers-although a rninority-cause pain to the group. This 

generates comments concerning driving habits: 

For fiuther discussion on this topic see chapter five. 
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To some, it may sound very boring to travel a trail at a sedate pace. 
True, there may be a distinct lack of machoism experienced, 
compared to blasting across it, but there can be other, far bigger 
rewards to gohg slow- Many trails and obstacles are much harder to 
30 across slowly than at speed. You'd prove far more driver and 
vehicle ability by idling up a steep hill without stirring up dust or leaving 
any tracks than by going fast. Hitting it fast and hard mainly reinforces 
faith in laws of physics; even a Greyhound bus can make it up most 
hills, given enough speed, and reeching the top proves only that 
momentum works where the vehicle wouldn't ... Try driving your next 
trail without ever spinning a tire. It will be a demonstration of your skill, 
judgement, and engineering if you can do it. (Nylund, 106-8) 

Such tenets are taken seriously and breaches of these rules not only generate anger 

towards the offending individual(s) but can result in their expulsion from a trail ride 

or a club. 

That these ideals have become so ingrained within the driving ethic that they 

have become points of pride and competition. For instance, the supreme means for 

showing off one's vehicle modifications and driving skill is to manoeuvre as slowly 

as possible through tough trail obstacles. The less speed, momentum, and tire spin 

one uses the better. On challenges like the Launching Pad, Fmnchie's Fin, and 

Potato Salad Hill in Moab, I have witnessed vehicles climbing these extremely steep 

hills so slowly that observers, on foot, scamper up the hill past them. Such displays 

elicit oohs and aahs of delight from the spectators gathered to watch as the rigs 

attempt these difficulties. Performances like these are sure to engender respect for 

the ability of the drivers and the engineering of their vehicles. 

Once again, it is not overtly articulated that a paradox exists within the most 

basic aspect of the Rock Crawling belief canon surrounding back country usage; yet 

behavior modifying trends such as Treed hght/y!-and the actions this movement 
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fosters-are telling signs. They reveal an underlying realization that the intrusion of 

4x4's into the outback represents a possible threat to the existence of these places. 

The comprehension of this threat is powerful enough that some individuals do not 

even purchase vehides built by companies that advertise their products driving off- 

road in non-Tread tightly! mandated modes. 

Many nan-'wheelers' perceptions of what four wheeling is come from 
TV commercials-possibl y the single worst offender, image-wise, we 
have. and, ironically, paid for by the people who make four-wheel drive 
vehicles. Fortunately, there are mechanisms in place-largely through 
Tread Lightly!-that are now beginning to bring these misguided 
marketing techniques under control. (Nylund, 102) 

THE IRONY OF 4X& IN THE OUTBACK 

Dealing with the physical effects of vehicles upon the landscape is only half 

of the problem involved with taking machines into the back country. One must ask 

how the community uses their rigs in the back country without seeing such practices 

as extreme irony. In other words, why do Rock Crawlers fail to see the apparently 

obvious clash of using a machine to enjoy a natural environment? Not only do Rock 

Crawlers endure the existence of their vehides in the outback, they elevate the 

usage and modification of these rigs to nearly religious status. Indeed, for many, the 

creation and testing of their 4x4 is an absession that can become an end unto itself. 

How does the community deal with this iconoclast? 

The quest for new and better technology leads Rock Crawlers into building 

cycles that are never completed as long as they own a vehide. Some rigs appearing 
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on trails Iike the Rubicon, in the Sierra-Nevada Mountains (F map I), are the 

incredible result of over thirty years of building and rebuilding. The old timers 

operating and building these rigs-like the younger drivers-constantly seek new 

products to heighten trail performance. In this quest, the machines become 

thoroughly reconfigured Light weight and rust-impervious fiberglass body parts may 

take the place of the original steel ones. New axles may supplant the less bullet 

p r o d  ones that came from the factory. Traction aiding devices, called lockers* by 

most off-roaders, are installd in axle differentjake to ensure that maximum traction 

can be obtained while in 'the wilds." In the quest for performance, locking 

differentials* have been created that are even activated via compressed air; other 

new models are manipulated electronically. The utilization of technology does not 

end there. Special welding equipment is installed under the hoods of many 4x4s so 

that broken parts may be welded while on the trait! This alleviates the need for long 

(and often impossible) hikes back into town for parts. 

Many rigs are now built using aircraft parts and equipment (Chip Brox. 

4/7/1996; Mark Milner, 1/22/1998). A recent rage has been the addition of portable 

GPS* locating units to the rigs. These units, originally invented for aircraft, are 

utilized to locate one's poslion (to within fifty feet) while deep within the outback. 

These units-obtaining their information from orbiting satellites-provide reliable 

information anywhere on earth. Such technology has proven invaluable to explorers 
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venturing deep into the American and Mexican deserts. 35 Chip Brox commented on 

the super-technology that is currently finding its way to the rigs: 

A lot of people break a lot of things. So when you go out and break 
something, you don't just put it back together like it was. You try to 
modify it-if you will40 the point where the next time that you're on 
that obstacle, then that part won't break. The weakest link is the 
problem that you have every time that you go out on a Jeep ride; and 
a lot of people are doing modifications to their Jeep that are aircrafi- 
spec oriented now. You see lots of things from the aircraft industry-- 
as far as being tough. I mean. who would have ever thought that you 
could see a Jeep with tie-rod ends* on it that were manufactured in 
an airplane plant!? You know. who would have ever thought of these 
new transfer cases* that are so low-geared.. .those things are 
amazing! (4l711996) 

Utilizing technology goes farther than 4x4 wnstmction; recently several Rock 

Crawlers' internet sites were brought on-line? This technological wonder gives 

computer owners information on everything from vehicle modification to driving tips 

for trails world-wide; these sites even offer club membership and trail ride 

registration forms. Literally hundreds of scanned pictures detail: people's vehicles, 

how to accomplish modifications, parts for sale, trail rides, and campouts that 

groups have taken in back country locations. 

All of this new technology serves only to more powerfully beg the question: 

how can this utilization of technology square with the goal of enjoying the 'natural" 

'' During April of 1991, the Bila bud Benna club in Iceland navigated their 
vehicles over rugged glacier-covered topography and oceanscapes to the 7,000 foot peak 
of Vatnajokull Glacier, the world's largest ice mountain. Once there, each of the 10 
vehicles in the group were winched and driven to the top. The trip took over one week 
and would have been impossible without relying extensively upon GPS units for 
navigating the ice flows. 

One primary site is: cwww-off-road.comb. This web site interconnects surfers 
to nearly all other sites. Land use sites are also accessible fiom this location. 
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aspects of the outback? I have developed several hypotheses. Three ovemding 

themes spring up when individuals refer to their vehicles as a means for escaping 

into the outback: (1) vehicle as extension of self; (2) vehicle as animal; and (3) 

vehicle as 'half-way house." Discussion concerning these mindsets may 

approximate answers to this challenging question. It is, however, important to 

realize that none of these 'possibilities" is an end-all in itself. Rather, these 

approaches shade into one another on individual and cultural levels that change 

from location to location and person to person. 

Vehicle as Extension of Self 

Rock Crawlers fkel a close affinity to their rigs. Highlighting this affinity is the 

fact that the term rock crawkr is utilized by the community to refer to themselves as 

a group (ie. We are Rock Crawiers), to refer to individuals within that group (ie. 

She's a Rock Crawler), or to refer to their vehicles (ie. He's built himself a great rock 

crawler). These emotional bonds run deeper than mere appreciation for machine 

as transportation. This love is born from a feeling of 'oneness" that most drivers 

experience with their rigs when driving off-road. 

I never realized the depth of this unity until a friend of mine commented on it 

while we prepared for a trail ride. Andy Bay had come with me to the 1993 Maab 

Easter Jeep Safari Being a folklorist who was not a Rock Crawler, and knowing 

nothing concerning the event, he proved to be a perfect observer. He asked 
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questions about topics that I had glossed over entirely. 

As we drove to the meeting place for the trail ride, I agitatedly remarked that 

the hot desert air was making my Bronco's throttle response-or acceleration- 

sluggish. He commented: 'You know, it's really interesting that you know every 

sound. every ability, every aspect of this truck. You know everything about it, don't 

you?" At the time it seemed like such an obvious point; 'Yes I do know these things 

about my rig, what's the big deal about that?" But the statement stuck in my mind. 

It was a while before it dawned on me that not all automobile owners have such a 

relationship with their vehicle; yet this type of connection is common for Rock 

Crawlers. In fact, most of my informants have alluded to, or forthrightly asserted, a 

type of symbiotic relationship with their truck(s). '' 
Chris Stephens, a well known driver, attempted to articulate this relationship, 

'I think you have to-you know-feel like you're part of the vehicle." He continued: 

I can usually tell if I can make it up an obstacle when I pull up to it at 
the bottom. Like, it's just a feeling I have. If I feel like I'm part of the 
Jeep that day-then I can do &..I don't feel like I'm driving. I feel more 
like I'm walking up the obstacle. Like I look at &and just the same 
thing that you do mentally to walk up i t 4  feels the same in my vehicle. 
Just like I'm out on my feet. you know, instead of actually driving 
something. And I think-a lot of people, when they get to that point, 
you know that makes them a good driver. (711 994)% (figs: 2.14, 2.1 5 )  

The vehideldriver unity Chris' attempts to describe is even felt by neophyte 

Rock Crawlers as they learn how to drive off-road. Jake Rex had been rock crawling 

" Crow and Murray's wRoader S Handbook provides an indepth discussion 
concerning the specifics of knowing one's vehicle (108-9). 

One Jeep bearing the name "Trail Walker," graphically displays the same 
notions of driver/vehicle unity as have been discussed by Chris (Wickham, 68). 
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FIG: 2.14 Chris Stephens edges oato Double Whammy7 near Moab, Utah (Courtesy Dan Wyrrkoop) 

FIG: 2.15 Chris continues to "walk up" Double -my. (Courtesy Dm Wynkoop) 
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for just over a year when he attempted to articulate the same dynamic: 

I think one thing that makes a good driver is someone that can tell 
what his vehicle's going to do-how it's going to react to the 
terrain. ..Someone with some skill will be able to tell exactly where his 
tires are at all times. so that he knows what his vehicle is going to do 
and what it is he's got to get over-not just assuming and ending up 
being in the wrong place at the wrong time and maybe causing 
damage. (711 996) 

The idea of being 'merge[dlm with one's vehicle is so important that Rock 

Crawlers routinely tell stories focusing on the disastrous outcome of people who 

drive vehicles they do not 'knaw" over tough terrain (Hufford, 1992, 43). Individuals 

in such tales are usually said to be greenhorns-such mistakes could never be 

perpet rated by experienced drivers. 

This "dynamic fusion of. ..[mankind] and [machine]' may enable drivers to 

overlook the intrusion of vehicles into the back country because they are not seen 

as purely technological fact, but an extension of the driver's psyche (27). As an 

extension of the driver the vehicle ceases to be machine. Because technology is 

utilized as an extension of the human psyche this dynamic could be seen as tending 

to make humans seem more mechanical, more machine-like. Yet the process is not 

perceived as having this e m .  Instead, the rigs are thought of as more human-like. 

Perceiving 4x4s as an extension of ?.he driver produces comments which are 

asserted as if actions occurred to. or were carried out by, the individual instead of 

the vehicle. 'So I went there and just walked right up this thing' (Jim Broadbent, 

41911 996). "1 haven't even made it up Double Whammy yet' (Chris Stephens. 

7/21/1994). It is common to hear drivers make comments such as: 'I broke my 
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axle," ' I  had to hop up a series of ledges," or ' l  couldn't make it up because I kept 

breaking traction." It is important to realize that no distinction between vehicle and 

self is asserted with such comments. Rather, an assumed unity is implied. Such 

harmony could be the reason why vehicles are not seen as an overriding threat to 

the back country. 

Vehicle as Animal 

When one considers the historical milieu that has produced Western 

American culture it is logical to see the step Rock Crawlers have taken by equating 

their 4x4s with horses.3g Horses were the instrument through which mythologized 

cowboys gained their freedom to roam the great expanses of Western topography. 

Acknowledging this relatianship, it has been stated that 'without horses, there could 

be no cowboys" (Slatta, 87). The belief that horses afbrded these men their 

freedom from the constraints of an overbearing eastern society is still widely held, 

despite much evidence to the contrary." This mobility is seen as having fostered 

a cult of individuality among the cowboys which is in many ways co-opted by Rock 

Crawlers- 

Given this history, it is no wonder that many individuals refer to their vehicle 

'' Equating vehicles with horses is not unique to Rock Crawlers. Carolyn S. 
Brown, in her study of  tall tales, notes that Sergeant Bill Davidson recorded World War 
TI GIs replacing the horses in widely known tall tales with their more contextually 
relevant Jeeps (6-7). 

" See: Beverly Stoeltje's Tower and the Ritual Genres: American Rodeo." 
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as if it were a horse. At the beginning of many trail rides it is customary for trail 

leaden call out, 'load 'em up, move 'em outn or 'pack 'em up, move 'em out!" The 

cowboylpioneer image is unmistakable; and the allusion to rigs as being horses that 

need to be packed and/or mounted is not hard to see. 

4x4s are often referred to as: 'workhorses, " 'packhorses, " '4-wheeled 

steeds," and I have even heard 'mount" used on trail rides. Mark Werkmeister, an 

avid Rock Crawler and writer. provides further evidence by referring to people 

getting out of their rigs as 'everyone dismounted.' He later uses the line. 'if you're 

saddledn in reference to being in one's 4x4 (1993, 62, 65). Furthering this idea, 

storage bags that mount to the roll bars of Jeeps are called 'saddle bags." Many 

drivers have pet names for their rigs which bear equestrian allusions; 'Crazy Horse," 

"Knight-Mare," "Pack Mule," 'Little Mule" and 'Lil' Pony" are several that I have 

spotted in magazines or at trail rides over the years. 

Wflh these examples a new significance emerges from the term 'tread lightly." 

The play on words is unmistakable: to tread, as in walking (and galloping). or in 

reference to the tread on one's tires. Such play hinges on the tacit understanding 

among Rock Crawlers-in fact, mast off-roaders-that a connection is made between 

themselves, their 4x4s, and the regular usage of horse imagery (fig: 2.1 6). 

The significance to this discussion of blending animal and 4x4 is that, once 

again, the machine has been transformed. No longer is it technological fact-a 

product of the urban world4 has been altered into a living entity. It is given animate 

qualities that negate the destructive nature inherent to its reality as a technological 

product. Further supporting this ideal is the fact that many drivers paint their rigs 
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with animal-print designs. Although fading in popularity in the late-nineties, animal 

prints like cow, giraffe, zebra, and tiger were commonplace in the early 90s. One 

Jeep called 'Old Dogw had what was purported to be dog spots. And recently I 

spotted a vehicle in Moab that sported a cow-bell dangling from its front axle. 

Fig: 2 
misery. 
t-shim. 

-16 The Jeep's hnt  axle has mapped, and, k e  a horse with a broken kg, it m m  be put out of  IS 
This image h m  W. W-II plays with rbe conflaxion of horse and Jeep and has appeared on Rock Crawlers' 
(Bill Mauldin. Up F m .  Cleveland: World Publishing Co., 1945.) 

During a 1994 Moab Easter Jeep Safari trail ride, our group encountered an 

extremely difficult trail section. 8ecci and I navigated our Bronco up the series of 

broken stone ledges and then got out and ran back to watch other drivers make their 

'" For more on animal print paint schemes see chapter three. 
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attempts. Several figs made it to the top with extreme difficulty. Finally, a rickety 

looking Jeep CJ-5 was next in line. Miraculously, the vehicle slowly, but surely, 

scratched its way up and over the ledges without hardly spinning a tire. As the tired 

looking Jeep lumbered past us, we gave the driver 'thumbs-upn signals for a job well 

done. He smiled, leaned out of the Jeep (its top and doors were off) with his left arm 

and gave the side of the rig a series of gentle and reassuring pats on its 'flank.' just 

in front of the rear tire. Then he said something to the effect: 'She's old, but she'll 

do anything!" 

Vehicle As Half-Way House 

The idea that 4x4s represent half-way houses between the city and the 

outback is also observable. This realization came to me while reading Leo Marx's 

'Pastoralism in America." Marx refers to the Gilgamesh epic and asserts that 

Enkidu's hut had become a 'cultural half-way housen (43). He claims the hut acted 

as a vehicle through which man was able to commune in a 'two directional" 

relationship with nature (43). Essentially, the edifice acted as a mediator, becoming 

a means for introducing and bonding the two diametrically opposed worlds-urban 

and back country-as represented by Gilgamesh and Enkidu. 

Thoreau's small hut in Concord, Massachusetts, fulfilled the same dynamic. 

And like Thoreau's hut near the shores of Walden Pond, Rock Crawlers' vehicles 

provide a means for individuals to venture into the wilderness without wholly giving 

themselves up to its ravages. The naturalist's hut provided him with shelter and the 
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basic amenities of 'civilizedw life, and so does the rock crawler. From its safety, 

individuals can journey far 'deeper into the outback than possible on footL (Randy 

Robinson, 6/ 1 9/1997). 4x4s enable trail ride participants to enjoy nature far from the 

urban world or the crowds typical of most parks- Drivers are also provided with 

shelter from inclement weather. 

Of course this protection can vary; like myself, many drivers own Jeeps, 

Broncos, Blazers, Samurais, etc, and prefer driving them off-road with the top 

(andlor doors) off. Topless openness makes participants feel more united with their 

surroundings. Yet others, like Dan Wynkoap, owner of Mountain West Off-Road 

Supply Inc., enjoy the relaxation of their journeys from within a plush, climate- 

controlled, stereophonically flawless, cabin. 

One of Dan's favorite moves on hot. dusty, trails has been to pull up beside 

drivers with open-air rigs, casually rat1 down the window on his Cherokee or 

Wrangler, and behueen sips from a cool Diet Coke can that rests in a dash-mounted 

holder, he smiles and asks: 'how things are going?" (It is important to note that as 

he does this he makes a display of Wing  at the dust swirling around the person he 

is addressing.) It was hard for me to resist laughing at his understated rib as I stood 

in the midst of swirling fine-grain red dust that is common to the southern Utah 

desert. After the exchange, Dan spins his window back up, salutes the person he 

is addressing with his &-bearing hand, and ambles down the trail in his dean. air 

conditioned, environment. I must admit that I have occasionally been envious. 

One afternoon several dn'ven visiting Mountain West Off-Road Supply 
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mentioned Dan's 'love of refinement while on the trailn (8/1997). While they noted 

that they prefer to enjoy trails from the open air, they also assented: 'Sometimes it 

is nice to have the plush comfort that Dan always has on the trail.' They continued. 

discussing the dust, wind, and changing weather that can sometimes make an open- 

air rig uncomfortable 

No matter what drivers consider 'comfort" while driving trails, vehicles are not 

seen as destructive intrusions into the wilderness (unless a driver fails to tread 

lightly). Rather, they are felt to be a form of mid-point or mediator from which the 

back country can be enjoyed. When Glenn Wakefield was asked if he saw an irony 

in using his heavily modified Samurai-a machine-to enjoy the outback wodd, he 

answered: 

1 think rigs are built ... to make sure you can get there ... and back. 
'Taking the WOW in my book is the people who bring their trailer and 
motorhomes to these wilderness areas. How can you get a feel for 
your surroundings if your ass is planted in front of a t.v. half the day? 
The best built machines have very little 'technology" in them and lots 
of good old-fashioned simple engineering. (1 /23/l997) 

For Glenn, outback enjoyment is enhanced with 'Ijust enough" (just enough is subject 

to widely varying opinions) technology to make the trip better, but not enough to 

detract him from his surroundings (112311997). Note that Glenn does not see his rig 

as technological fact. Rather, he describes it as the product of a simple-if not 

antiquated-bare-bones building process. 

Since Rock Crawlers do not talk about the contradiction of using products 

from the urban world to escape its grasp, I have had to ask others the same 

question that I asked Glenn. Victor Mdtler responded: 
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Yeh, that has occurred to me. I agree that it is a bit of a...paradox; but 
it is4 don't know-l don't know haw to explain the paradox. It-ah-it's 
definitely there though. I don't know-l don't give it a whole lot of 
thought anymore. I stopped thinking about that one. ..It's sort-of like 
going skiing, but when you go skiing you end up on a man-made chair- 
lift anyway. So, I would say, it's much the same as that ... Still, a lot of 
thought, and-It's a different type of driving in any case. And I think, 
more than anything, it's the challenge of trying to develop the skills 
necessary to get over whatever obstacle is in your way. (1121 11997) 

The question took Victor by surprise and he was forced to work through the irony 

while I listened. Interestingly, many-like Vicbr and Glenn-resort to the idea of only 

using enough technology to successfully negotiate the trails. 

How much technology is ujust enoughn varies widely. For instance, Victor's 

rig is conservatively constructed, while Glenn's rig would be considered heavily 

modified by even the most hard-core Rock Crawlers. Glenn comments: nTechno(ogy 

guarantees my survival I guess. You watch a movie like Jeremiah Johnson and see 

how it is to travel the same terrain without technology. I want to be the... But I don't 

want to die for it" (1/23/1997). In this sense the rigs are seen as providing a means 

of respite from the working world, while ofbring comfort and safety from the harsher 

elements of the wilderness. 

Essentially, for many drivm, it gets back to Randy Robinson's comment that 

vehicles are the only way that the outback can be fully accessed (6/19/1997). The 

vehicles utilize techndogy in the way that the builder believes is necessary to access 

the areas he or she wants to visit. 'I think that the main thing that you need to try 

to do is get it so-first and above all-[your] ... vehide is reliable. You don't have to 

worry a bout problems with your vehiclen (Quinn Mortensen, 4/21 11 996). Some 

drivers accomplish this with a 'bare-bones" 4x4. Others use rigs that are fully 
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modified for comfort or reliability. Many contemporary vehicles even have special 

hot water heaters under their hoods that can turn cold stream water into a hot 

shower. Like a wilderness vacation cabin, vehicles become a way of escaping the 

urban world without giving oneself over wholly to a 'primitive situation." 

For non-Rack Crawlers the outback may seem undifferentiated f'rom the 

landscape in which it exists. Yet, for in-group members, these locations are 

important places, resounding with culturally specific meaning. The 'crux in [such] 

matters of place is the rok of perception" (Casey, 17). These different perceptions, 

then, are culturally acquired and transmitted. Outback locations are physically and 

socially separated from their surrounding environs through usage, and the names 

that accrue through interaction. 

Rock Crawlers' view of the outback. 'arises out of a restless[ness or] 

dissatisfactionw with the urban milieu; the outback acts as a temporary 'alternativew 

(Narvaez, 244). This is fraught with conflicting ideals. For instance, the 

existence of the trails bespeaks continuing ventures into the outback. In fad, many 

trails see heavy usage. As such, they are not the pristine areas they are imagined 

to be. Furthermore, using and enjoying machinery to access and experience these 

places also seems paradoxical. 

Conflict within a movement, however, does not negate the vitalrty or beliefs 
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of that movement." In fact, it has been noted that 'Americans have always 

celebrated bath the wilderness and the pioneer's conquest of it" (West, 283, italics 

added). By looking at the tensions born from conflicts within a world view, 

researchers can learn what is valued by that culture. Such revelations come by 

contrasting the conflicting belief systems and studying choices made in efforts to 

protect the entire belief structure as a unit. 

For Rock Crawlers, this process reveals the importance of the outback as a 

place bounded far escape or diversion ffom the pressures of the work-a-day world. 

This land aesthetic focuses upon the back country environment as Other. Rock 

Crawlers value such alternative places according to two criteria: 'awesome 

challenges" and 'stunning surrounding[s]" (Quinnell, 1997b. 50). The need to 

perpetuate this aesthetic affects the ways Rock Crawlers (individuals and 

collectively) act within the outback's boundaries and relate to their vehicles. For 

instance, vehicles are viewed in ways that negate them as a technological fact. 

Tead tightly! and other behavior modification strategies help to maintain the illusion 

of a pristine environment while driving individual trails; they also protect these places 

for future generations. 

Chapter three takes the discussion in a new direction. Where the first two 

chapters have focused primarily upon metaphors concerning the landscape, chapter 

Discussing the clashing ideals of the industrial revolution, Eugene W. Metcal f 
writes: '-As fewentl y as Americans welcomed the unprecedented increase of new 
consumer goods, they were also uneasy with the technology that manufactured them- 
Fear of dehumanization and standardization was part of the general reaction to the 
machines. The fear was often voiced that man himself was becoming little more than a 
machine-a "robot" to use a word that appeared at this time" (204). 
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three examines how metaphorical and experiential perceptions of the back country's 

environment provide the impetus for vehicle modification. Thus, these perceptions 

have a direct affect upon vehicle morphology. The forms of these creations, then, 

stand as a rhetorical dialogue with the landscape. As such, they can be read like 

texts, furthering this expioration of the relationship between Rock Crawlers and their 

environment. 



SECTION 2 

THE VEHICLES: 
TRAVERSING THE LAND 

The modifications that we've seen over the years to the vehicles, both from a 
cosmetic standpoint and from a mechanical standpoint, [are] absolutely amazing! 
You see things that you would think would be impossible for people to do to their 
4-wheel drive vehicles, to come to the red rock country of south-east Utah and 

climb rocks at three miles an hour. It's amazing, absolutely amazing! 
-Chip &ox. Inrefview 4/7/7996 

How a group appropriates an artifact and attaches a cultural value to it becomes 
as revealing as the design of the artifact. 

-Gerald L. Pocius. A Race to Belong: Community Order and Eueryday Space jn Calwert, 
Newlbundland- 

A Jeep c h b s  the Lion k Back near Moab, Utah (Courtesy Jim Broadbcnt ) 



CHAPTER 

OUTBACK TERRAIN AND VEHICLE FORM 

Creation entails use. Ideas of composition and context intecpenetrate in the creative act. so the 
object is not only in context: context is in ubpct Art is not mind purely; it is a record of the mind in 

the world, a blending of will and nature. (Henry Glassie. 1991.25940) 

The secret to successful four-wheeling is matching the 4x4 to the trail. 
(Brian C. Brennan. 38) 

At this point I will "shift gears" to contemplate the affect landscape has upon 

rock crawling material culture. Atthough the community celebrates and expresses 

itself through artifacts in myriad ways (t-shirts, plaques, calendars, trail journals, 

etc.. .), my focus here is upon the vehicles. 1 hey are, after all, central to the 

community world view and are, like festivals such as the Red Rock 4-Wheelers' 

Moab Easter Jeep Safari products of attitudes concerning the outback. These 

4 x 4 ~ ~  which were originally mass produced, are reconstructed to conform to the 

values of the mrnmundy using them. As such, rock crawling vehicles can be read 

as texts which articulate these values (Glassie; 1991. 263; Pye, 1968. 33).' This 

Bernard L. Herman notes: "The use of objects as te xts...[ is] a central tenet in 
vernacular architecture and material culture studies, [and] recognizes the communicative 



Chapter Three ' 179 

chapter reviews two means of interpreting the outback, and the affect they have 

upon vehicle construction. (1) Ontk impressions, simply stated, are understandings 

concerning the realities of the landscape. These arise via direct andlor intimate 

contact with the landscape. (2) A d  hoc perceptions concern the qualities socially 

imparted to the land.' Each means of conceptualizing topography has its own affect 

upon rock crawler (re)mstruction. Since 4x4s are built to perform within a specrfic 

physical milieu, their construction becomes a marker for the values and ideologies 

of those owning and building them.3 

The discussion of ontic landscape perceptions focuses on the realities of the 

harsh driving milieus into which Rock Crawlers venture, and how the ruggedness of 

the terrain elicits a force upon drivers to modify their rigs (Hufford, 1990, 42). A 

discussion with R.D. Searle condudes the examination of ontic perceptions. R D ' s  

delineation of the features he would include on a Jeep to make it competent for the 

trails he frequents provides an interesting case study for the interactive relationship 

between drivers and the outback. Following R.D.'s comments, is a discussion 

pertaining to ad hoc environmental perceptions, and their affect upon vehide form. 

This explores the impact that psychdogical perceptions of outback space have upon 

vehide form. To examine this dynamic. I use the metaphor of a loud conversation 

nature of artifacts" ( 1995,225). 

- For more on ontic and ad hoc perceptions of the physicai environment. see: 
Lightfoot ' s  "Regional Folkloristics." 

' For a concise description of how intimate knowledge of an environment is 
revealed through the morphology of objects built to perform there, see: Uary Hufford, 
"-One Reason God Made Trees': The Form and Ecology of the Bamegat Bay Sneakbox-" 
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to represent the imrnensQ of the outback spaces. To be an equal or dominant voice 

in such "conversationsn requires specific modifications to one's rig. 

Before ontic and ad hoc perceptions of the environment can be investigated, 

a brief discussion of networking and its place in the building dynamic must occur. 

Rock Crawlers live in Western American states, consequently new vehicle building 

ideas not only move through time, but also across great distances. Many 

modifications are invented specifically for one topographic milieu but are quickly 

adopted for topographically dissimilar outback locations. The process by which 

knowledge of these modifications travels from one location to another, and is 

deemed "important" or irrelevant in each new location, reveals much about the 

communities involved. 

THE IMPACT OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL NETWORKS 

Before a discussion of vehicles as reactions to the terrain can be undertaken, 

it is necessary to explicate the nature of rock crawling informational networks. This 

is important because Rock Crawlers-like other folk groups-are not a homogeneous 

or isolated communrty. They travel *. and read printed material from magazines 

and the internet. Individuals take these ideas wherever they roam. Information from 

pcpular sources, and from people met at events like the Moab Easter Jeep Safari 

and the Siem Trek (among others), finds its way into vehicular construction (F map 

1). Such informational transfer is ubiquitous to the rodc crawling milieu. In fact it is 
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an accepted part of the 4x4 build-up process. But applying ideas from one locale to 

another is amtingent upon the applicability of these modifications to one's regional 

topography. If modifications seem superfluous to a builder's locale, they are not 

employed- 

Although delineating the parameters of this study is straight-forward, 

describing my informant body is less so, and necessitates a cursory discussion of 

socialization dynamics within western rock crawling communities. Information 

presented in the following pages comes primarily from my interaction with Rock 

Crawlen in the Lone Peak CWwe/en dub in Utah Valley. Utah (fig: 1.1). However, 

this is by no means the full extent of my information base. For, rock crawling 

communities-like other folk groups-are not homogeneous or insular. 

Discussing house construction in Calvert, Newfoundland, Gerald Pocius 

observes: "Any researcher investigating regional architectural traditions in North 

America would be hard pressed to find forms untouched by international 'styles,' 

recent technological developments, or a pattern book or two" (1 991, 1 98). Calvert 

residents are by no means unique in their ability to blend diverging and (seemingly) 

conflicting styles into a synchronous whole. Rock Crawlers lift ideas from magazines 

in a process not unlike Pocius' house builders' utilization of pattern books; where 

Calvert residents synthesize 'international' building developments they see while 

travelling abroad, Rock Crawlers incorporate regional patterns they witness while 

attending events in locations near and far from home. 

Rock Crawlers are extremely mobile: 

We often drive several hours andlor hundreds of miles to participate 
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in various events ... The highlight of a year's worth of adventures is, of 
course, the backcountry trips, where only a high-clearance 4x4 will 
take you (we Tread Lightly!)-anything to get away from the masses . 

(tourists). (Enemaerke, 1 0). 

This individual and his friends are not anomalies. Texans think little of travelling to 

Utah to 'don trails. Utah Valley Rock Crawlers Chris Stephens and Charlie Copsey 

(among others) often load their rigs onto trailers and head to the Baja Peninsula for 

a weekend with friends from southern Calif~rnia.~ Drivers from Colorado, like Victor 

Mokler, travel to South Dakota for the Dakota Challenge (F map 1). 

During the 1996 Easter Jeep Safari, in Moab, Utah, I co-drove with Quinn 

Mortensen on the Secret Spire trail. One of the rigs on that ride had been driven 

from Maryland to attend. Similar travels are frequently undertaken. Thus the nature 

of the problem is reiterated: this is not merely a discussion of localized, insular 

creativity, there is significant transfer of vehide alteration ideas from one location to 

another through inter-personal interaction. These folks are from diverse 

communities spread all over the Western United States (and farther). If new 

modifications are found to be valuable for traversing a specific terrain-regardless 

of their source-news of their worth spreads. 

Like home renovators or re-builders, vehicle builders are construction 

innovators that fdlw =set[s] of maidsn (Michad Owen Jones, 1980, 339). In home 

construction, these models are gleaned from any source possible, including: 

"vidence o f  such mobility is seen in the numbers of  Californian members of  the 
Red Rock 4-W~eelers, a club located in Moab, Utah. These individuals are not members 
there due to a lack of club affiliations in California, but due to their extensive interaction 
with the club in Moab. Likewise, some of my informants in Utah Valley-like Chris 
Stephens and Charlie Copsey-are members of, or associate with, Californian clubs. 
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how-to books, magazines, friends and acquaintances with some 
experience relevant to the particular problem, suppliers (especially 
knawledgeabk people in hardware stores, lumber yards, and plumbing 
and electrical stores), contractors and designers who are hired to 
assist or who are asked for estimates and then pumped for 
information. other houses, tradesmen (observed at work and 
questioned). (339) 

The above list is extensive, and shaws the breadth and diversity of sources available 

to vernacular home builders. The networking process is no less involved for those 

reconstructing their rock crawlefls). 4x4 builders seek information or advise through 

friends, local mechanics, speciatty shops and outlets. magazines, books, and people 

on trail rides; these networks also include internet web sites set-up for people 

building their rigs to share inforrnati~n.~ At these sites people obtain data about 

modifications, diredions for the building process of specific vehicles, and photos of 

the finished products. 

It is surprising how small the world gets with this type of technology. While 

searching Rock Crawler internet sites from my computer in St. John's, 

Newfoundland, I came across photos and information concerning vehicles owned by 

Shannon Shirk and several of my other informants in Utah. Imagine my surprise 

when I accessed vintage B m  information only to see a photo of Shannon on the 

Steel Bender trail, in Moab, Utah. And l was in the photo! Given the benefits of 

such networking, it is logical to assume that 'behavior in [the modification] context 

is influenced by print, by oral communication, and by objects and activities that are 

M-yriad sites exiq some are: ~www.4x44u.comlpubll;Z/arn4~44u/4x4.htm/>~ 
<www.JX4NO W .corn, www off-road.com/>, and <www.jeepunpavedcod>. Each of 
these sites links web surfen to a host of other locations with photos and information. 
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observed" (Michael Owen Jones, 1980,33940)- 

A Utah Valley Rock Crawler's Samurai modifications exemplify the diverse 

ways these informational networks function. This individual was determined to 

create a traildnly 4x4 capable of performing to peak capacity in nearly any situation. 

While the rig was at Totally Tubular, a local off-road oriented shop, having its 

suspension modified, the owner learned of a modification that prevents front-end 

hop. This problem is that a Samurai's front tires hop and bounce off the ground as 

the rig scales extreme inclines. While at an off-road event, this individual had heard 

of a procedure that involves moving the shackles on the front springs from the front 

of each spring to their rear (fig. 3.1). 

This modification is complex. requiring cutting and welding of the factory 

spring mounts: 

The shackle sitting under the front bumper must be moved to the rear- 
facing end of the spring. Inversely, the spring mount straight down 
from the firewalr must go to the front and will be welded to the frame 
horn. This moves the pivot point to the rear of the front spring, hence 
the term shackle reversal. (Pietschmann, 45-6) 

He subsequently saw a magazine article detailing a Samurai with this modification; 

this furthered his interest. 

He came to Mountain West OR-Road Supply to learn if this was a reliable or 

efficacious modification. I told him that I had seen many such conversions performed 

on Samurais and Jeeps and that the new shackle location provides a different angle 

for spring movement that not only stops frontend hop, but also makes steering 

slightly more responsive. Excited by this news, this individual went to Totally 
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n o d  shackle posruon axle hous~ng 

FIG: 3.1 Shackle rewmds move the sbackte from the h t  of the fran spring to its rear- 
- -  

Tubular to work out the plans for the 'shackle reversal" on his vehicle. 

Prior to undertaking the modifications on his rig, this individual had used three 

differing information sources from networks to glean useful information about the 

reconstruction of his front suspension: (1) He talked to people that he met while at 

an off-road event, (2) he looked in rnagazhes, and (3) he asked people at a local 

specialty shop what they had heard about this modification. Once his vehicle was 

completed, he tested the new modification and found it so much to his liking that he 

advised other Samurai owners to do the same. He then became an integral part of 

the networking web, disseminating the inforrnation about this modification himself. 

This example is important to the following discussion because it is by no 

means atypical. Innovations such as this are learned and spread at every trail ride, 

and through most magazines dedicated to rock crawling. In fact, such information 

diffusion is one of the reasons people attend trail rides, or read magazines for that 
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matter. These interactive matrixes help individuals share similar tastes, aesthetics, 

and mechanical approaches to specific problems presented by the terrain. Rock 

Crawlers from Texas, California, New Mexico and other states espouse similar ideas 

concerning the land, and how it relates to them and their culture. Each of these 

locations has subgroups that ding to their own ideas-ideas they share with friends 

in Wyoming or Arirana-or wherever they travel. 

This interaction makes it difficult to assert that I am concerned with purely 

localized modification strategies. They are, in all reality, not only culled from 

individuals in the Lone Peak 4-Wheelers of the Utah Valley area but also from 

multiple others. What makes these ' b o m W  ideas regionally specific is that 

builders only 'bonow" the modifications they feel will fit into their topographic context. 

If a modification seems relevant. it will be added; if deemed superfluous, then it is 

avoided. (Sometimes ideas are tried and then changed when found to not work). 

Such choices arise from knowledge and perceptions regarding the terrain. 

ROCK CRAWLER MODIFICATIONS AS INTERPRETATIONS 
OF THE "EXPERIENCED" TERRAIN 

Although rock crawling is not relegated solely to the Western United States, 

it has taken on a form of its awn there. Scores of technically advanced and visually 

exciting vehicles are inevitably under construction in communities boasting 

significant numbers of Rock Crawlers. And the outback terrain these builders 
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regularly explore affects their vehicle constructing traditions (Prawn. 1 982, 6-7) .6 

Thus landscape becomes an issue for vehicular morphology because 'style 

comprises.. .placew (Gerbrand, 59). The importance of the outback landscape to rock 

crawler design is crucial to this discussion because no material expression of the 

Rock Crawling community more obviously interprets these spaces than their rigs 

(Glassie, 1 975, 1 22; Pye, 1 964. 46-53). 

The similarity of 4x4s clustering in differing regions speaks loudly about the 

values and needs of the groups from which they springe7 It has been asserted that 

'regional folklore exists in a reflexive relationship with a particular geographic area: 

a region shapes folklore, and folklore helps shape a regionn (Lightfoot, 185). Using 

this basic assumption. it is not difficult to describe the Rocky Mountainldesert areas 

in the American West as a rock crawling cultural region comprising interdependent 

localized groups. 

Concerning perceptions of regional distinctions, Yi-Fu Tuan divides regional 

space into two criteria: 

Countries have their factwl and their mythical geographies. It is not 
always easy to tell them apart, nor even to say which is more 
important, because the way people act depends on their 
comprehension of reality, and that comprehension, since it can never 
be complete. is necessarily imbued with myths. (1 977, 98, emphasis 
added) 

By way of comparison, my limited studies of east coast Rock Crawling reveals 
that these groups tend to produce vehicles with less elaborate suspension and aesthetic 
modifications. When modifications similar to western rigs are found, they are often the 
result of differing terrain-related goals. 

This distribution and clustering of vehicle types in differing topographic spaces 
also appears to support Gerbrand's hypothesis (59). 
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The sense of region exists in the minds of those who interact with it in Wo distinct 

forms: ontic and ad hoc (Lightfoot, 186). Ontic regions are defined by natural 

phenomena, such as rivers, mountain ranges, and other geographic occurrences. 

This coordinates with Tuan's "factualn geography. Ad hoc. like Tuan's mythical 

geography, is a sociological delineation, defined by its existence within the minds of 

those living in that region8 'These geographical. social. and cultural facts combine 

to manifest what human d o g i s t s  call a 'socionatural system'" (Hufford; 1990. 42). " 
Individuals living in such sodonatural webs are 'bound together" and set apart 

by the 'intimate knowledge they have of the environment and its workings" (42). 

And. of more importance to the present discussion, this bipartite understanding of 

space is 'fused into a meaningful wholew through the 'organization" of materials 

which culminates in objects like rock crawlers (Upton, 1 991, 1 58-9). 

REALITIES OF THE TRAIL 

The 4x4s. called 'rock crawlers" by their builders/users, stand as 

interpretations of the physical environment, acting as information catalogues, storing 

knowledge and experience gained and shared communally or by individual 

innovators. They require intimate knowledge of the western American mountain and 

: Echoing the notions that region is a set of mythical and factual perceptions, 
George W. Pierson observes that regions are comprised of "heart and mind"( 12). 

' Edwin Layton argues that objects are imbued with '-all kinds of implicit 
assumptions about man, nature, and society" ( 173-8 1 ). 
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desert top~graphies.'~ Ed lsaacson states that nearly all the modifications on his 

Jeep resulted from knowledge gained through off-road experiences. f n other words, 

obstacles on a given trail or in a specific environment point out the strengths or 

weaknesses of a rig. One trail may necessitate modifications unnecessary to 

complete others. Knowing how to interpret the landscape and build one's 4x4 

appropriately is an important talent. This 'environmental literacy" provides the 

impetus for new modifications (Ryden, 72). Even choices such as using an 

automatic or manual transmission can be affected: 

You can hold on a steep incline with an automatic transmission ... You 
can hold yourself on [it], and work the vehicle back and forth. Kind of 
crab it up on some of the steep stuff better with an automatic than with 
a manual. There's disadvantages to the automatic, but that's one 
reason why they are being used. (Jim Broadbent, 4/9/1996) 

Changes to the vehicles, in fact the 4x4s themselves, can be seen as indexes 

of ontic landscape perceptions. In this sense, the vehicles can be read as texts that 

'serve as portals of entry" (Hufford; 1990, 42)" through which the community may 

be studied and understood because they reveal the groups' 'experiential knowledge 

of placen (Ryden, 73).12 For instance, the form of Victor Mokler's Jeep becomes a 

. . - Ryden notes that 'the specific forms that artifacts take on demonstrate their 
makers' detailed knowledge of the qualities and demands of their environment: they 
tai lor.. .artifacts carefully to conform and adapt to the physical conditions imposed by 
their surroundings" (73). Richard MacKimon notes that locations and forms of 
Newfoundland homes in the Codroy valley are changed as a result of knowledge growing 
from experiences concerning local environment (wind) (35-6). 

. 
- - For more on material culture as portal of entry, see: Arnes, 1980; Arnes, 1986. 

. - 
- - Suzi Jones argues that folkloric texts are changed to reflect a folk group's 

adaptations to specific regional mvironrnents. Although she uses this argument to 
conclude that reg;onahzafion-and its accompanying boundaries-are the group's 
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commentary on a few specific outback locations: 

Almost all the modifications I've done to my Jeep were spurred by - 

experiences on the trail. I added the suspension lift' to avoid 
bottoming out* and gain wheel travel*. No particular instance 
[spurred these modifications]. I can remember one particular trip up 
a local trail near Fort Collins when I was in college. There was a hill 
with a bunch of holes all the way up. I tried and tried, but I couldn't get 
up. I kept falling into one or another holes and one of the wheels-or 
opposite comers-would come off the ground and forward progress 
would stop. That spurred me to install swaybar disconnects', longer 
stainless steel brake lines, and an ARB 'Air Lockerv in the rear axle. 
(512J1997) l 3  

Victor continues by detailing his first trip to Holy Cross City (F map I ) ,  an 

extremely rugged trail. His troubles on the jagged rocks there-like the rocks ripping 

his shocks off-initiated a host of suspension-related modifications." Additionally, 

between the altitude and the steep and off-camber nature of the trail, 
I had problems with the stock carb[uretor]. Hence, the [addition of] the 
Weber carb. The section of trail above the city on Holy Cross was 
also the point at which I started thinking about how to get lower 
gearing. Coming down a nasty rock fall I had a hard time going slow 
enough to avoid bouncing, with the stock 1-5 [transmission]." 
(5/1111997) (fig: 3.2) 

He later replaced the stock 'tranny" with one providing much lower gearing. 

Victor concludes the narrative: 'I would say that my first trip to Holy Cmss Cdy 

was a real eye opener fw me" (511 1 11 997). It was a defining moment that revealed 

response to place, her discussion of folklore as a response ro environment is important 
for understanding a community's material rep1 ies to their environment ( 105- 120). 

. - - Corroborating Victor's comments, Alfreda Vaughn notes: "The type of 
accessories pock Crawlers] tend to buy depends on the way they actually use their 
vehicles and ... the region in which they live and the terrain in that area" ( 1  8). 

. . - - "Made and used by people, artifacts relate to human values, needs, and 
concerns ... They reflect the spirit of the age, the beliefs o f  a society, or a subgroup, or the 
experiences of an individual" (Michael Owen Jones, 1993, 182-95). 
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the alterations that a fledgling hard-core driver needed to make to enable his 4x4 to 

master the terrain he was growing to enjoy (table: 3.3). He attests to the fact that 

"use becomes creation" when he notes that the Jeep's major modifications came as 

a result of this interaction with a specific back country space (Glassie; 1991. 264). 

Jeep vehicles predominate among Rock Crawlers, but there is no single 

automobile make or model used for rock  rawl ling.'^ Therefore the range of 

differentiation appears wide when first viewing the spectrum of vehicles. However, 

there are traditional ideals taken into account when individuals commence 4x4 

construction. They must have enough ground clearance underneath their bodies to 

traverse traiis without being ripped-up. This necessitates suspension and/or body 

modifications. To further vehicle stature, while increasing traction in rugged 

conditions, larger tires with aggressive tread patterns are required. Larger tire 

circumferences dictate lower than stock gears to throw the vehicle back into its 

"power band" or zone of greatest torque and horse power. Usually gears in the 

axles are swapped to accomplish this, however transfer case and transmission 

modifications can also accomplish the task. For truly 'hard coren rock crawling, a 

locker* is installed in at least one axle. 

The changes noted above are the rudimentary modifications required on 

'' The most commonly used vehicles are: Wranglers, CJs and the Cherokees 
made by Jeep. 1930s-1950s Willy's "Jeeps", vintage model Ford Broncos ( 1 966-77). the 
early model Toyota Land Cruiser, Toyota pick-ups and 4-Runners, the Suzuki Samurai, 
and to a lesser extent the full sized pick-ups and sport-utility vehicles (due to their 
inhibited maneuverability resulting fiom their size). Since the early 90s the Land Rover 
Defender 90 and the AM General Hummer have also gained a following. 
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FIG: 32 Victor Molder scales a rocky hill on H o b  Cross City trail. (Courtesy Victor Mder)  

TABLE: 3 3  Physlc.1 envircmrnw and the modifications they have mandated on Victor's Jeep. 

Avoid bottoming out Suspension lift  

Need for greater wheel travel Suspension lift 

Steep hill uith lots Swaybar disconnects 
of ruts and holes Longer brake lines 

ARB 'Air Locker" 

Off-camber and steep M'eber carburetor 
trail conditions 

Steep, roc h2-, descents Lower gearing 
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c~rnpetently'~ built vehicles; beyond this point there is discussion and debate 

concerning exactly how these changes should be accomplished, what products 

should be utilized, and if other fabrications are obligatory. l7  Despite the dialectic 

co nceming fabrication strategies, most drivers would agree that vehicles should be 

expected to operate reasonably well in most environmental contexts within a region. 

Victor has commented that although he drives in locations throughout Colorado and 

Utah, he enjoys 'rocks." and while he has built his rig especially to drive over and 

through them, he expects it to perform well in other local terrains also. 

Others build their rigs explicitly with western environments in mind. These 

range from sandy desertscapes (there are several types of sand defined by group 

members), to boulder-strewn mountain passes, to rutted and muddy dirt roads; a 

vehicle that performs well in snow is also a bonus since many mountain trails are 

snow-covered for significant portions of the year. Vehicles built with a specific 

out back in mind-extremely rocky topography for instance-are acknowledged to 

perform well in the milieu for which they were created: 

Many of these rigs were built specifica/ly for the Dakota ChaUenge. '' 
The most interesting rock rig at the Challenge was a '76 Bronw driven 
by Troy Lipert of Williston. North Dakota. The Bronco sported four- 
wheel steering. Troy had twice the maneuverability of the other rigs 
as he steered around obstacles. The best rigs have tall tires, lots of 

"- Michael Ann Williams and M. Jane Young provide an excellent discussion on 
the usage of grammar codes in material culture studies (40-5 1 ). Thomas Hubka explores 
competence and form generation (426-32). 

. - - For a discussion of this process, see chapter four. 

. . 
- - An off-road event that takes place in Deadwood, South Dakota, within the 

Black Hills Narional Forest. 
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lift, pliant suspensions for maximum wheel travel and locking axles. 
(Merritt 8 Owens, 44, emphasis added) 

Many of the above vehicles are from states other than the Dakotas; the drivers 

simply make the trek to this area so they can enjoy these trails. Owners may also 

construct their rigs with this event spacifically in mind. Often, they add modifcations 

to a vehicle so that it may negotiate one specific location on a given trail. 

Participants at the Moab Easter Jeep Safari sometimes evaluate the 'goodnessn or 

'badness" of a given year's safari based upon their ability to negotiate a specific 

obstacle deemed as their nemesis. 

One trail providing such challenges for many Rock Crawlers is Sumrise 

Canyon, in the Panamint mountain range of California's desert. It is so difficult that 

designating it a trail may be seen by some as a liberal statement. Chris Stephens, 

an experienced and well-known Rock Crawler, commented that during one of his 

tr ips up Surprise Canyon the four vehicles in his group took eight hours to travel- 

driving and winching-one 400 yard section! According to Ed Isaacson. Chris almost 

rolled his Jeep end-overend while descending a waterfall on one of his Surprise 

Canyon trips. The fad that Chris did not d l  attests to his driving ski1 I-and luck. (A 

home video of this near catastrophe is routinely watched by participants of this ride 

and their friends.) This near accident was not Chris' fault; the trail is demanding: 

The trip is difficult enough for those walking-you use your hands as 
much as your feet. And the driving is hampered not only by 
precariously steep angles, but by the constant cascade of water 
across mossevered rocks slicker than mule snot.. .[The] seven 
waterfalls on the road to Panamint are traversed by winching the 
vehicles straight up (fig: 3.4). (Mark Vaughn, 14-1 5) 



Chapter Three * 195 

FIG: 3.4 Damon Neilsen descends Surprise Canyon in his Jecp. (Courtesy Jim Broadbent) 

Surprise Canyon has become the ultimate test for many Rock Crawlers; to 

have completed it gives a driver bragging rights. And, like the traits in the Dakota 

Challenge, even attempting the trail mandates specific rn~difications.'~ Describing 

the vehicles on his trip, Mark Vaughn notes: Wl the vehicles had winches*, locking 

differentials* front and rear, roll bars*, air compressors*, tool kits, special high- 

lift jacks' and full loads of camping gear." Sarcastically ribbing the misconception 

that Rock Crawlers are 'rednecks." he finishes the description: 'The only thing 

missing was a gun mount on each roll bar" (15-16). 

This rugged trail dictates that specialized products and extensive vehicular 

- - - ' Mary HuRord discusses how technology is modified for usage in specrjif 
ge~~gaphical spaces among cranberry bog owners ( 1 985,22). 
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modifications be incorporated on rigs venturing there. Winches must be no smaller 

than 80001b units; often 4x4s have them mounted front and rear (figs: 3.5, 3.18). 

These are necessary because in difficult trail sections, where there is no option to 

turn around, the rig can be winched (pulled) forward or backwards. Most vehicles 

that frequent this trail also have on-board welding systems in case parts (axles, 

frames, or steering componentry) break Vehicle tires 31 inches or taller are 

required on participating vehicles by most trail leaders. Tires must be this size to 

provide the space under a rig necessary for that rig to clear the sharp rocks 

comprising the trail. Most vehicles run tires 33 inches or taller, 

FIG: 35 A winch sirs above the front bumper of this Jeep. (Courtesy Jim Broadbent) 

But off-road handling is not all that is required of rock crawling rigs. The 

majority of them are also used as daily driven*. They must, therefore, tackle daily 
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trips to the store for groceries, to the library, shuttling kids to and from activities. 

going to church, etc ... Of these demands, Allan Olsen comments: 

You know, people are more into the back country exploring. They 
want a vehicle that will be able to do it, and haul their family, and still 
drive around town during the week. You know, do the grocery 
shopping, run the kids to school, and whatever else. (4/12/1996) 

A good rock crawler, then, is often a 4x4 orchestrated to perform in a specific off- 

road milieu while also maintaining comfortable performance on the street. 

When asked what makes a good trail rig,20 individuals responded with 

answers that not only revealed keen insight into the terrain they travel, but also 

proclaim the idiosyncratic requirements specific trails place upon their vehicles. I 

asked Charlie Copsey, a well known driver and fabricate?' in Utah Valley, what he 

considers the ideal combination of axle and locker for extreme rock crawling. His 

answer reveals the balancing act taking place as individuals dea-de what 

modification is suited best for the terrain they travel: 

Charlie: I think Dana 04' axles are-a super set-up. Ford 9 inches* are 
super set-ups. I like lockers front and rear, but there's 
arguments against that stuff too. You know-l mean, so it really 
depends on what you are going to do. But for what I do, I think 
that's the stuff. I like hard core rock crawling. Mine's [his rig] 
the pits in the sand. My four-three [his engine displacement) 

- : David A. Taylor asked Newfoundland boat builders: "What makes a good 
boat?" He notes that informants had "no difficulty comprehending the question," and 
provides a detailed response exemplifying their commentaries (1982, 79). 

-' Due to the numbers of people asking assistance from Charlie in their own 
vehicle modifications, he opened his own shop: Just 4 Fun Motor Sports. Charlie 
specializes in --made to ordei' fabrications, which he creates after consulting with 
vehicle owners. 
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doesn't push it through the sand well with 35 inch [tail] tires* 

David: Well, you've got a rock crawler. You don't have a...[l would 
have continued by saying 'Sand-hill c l i m k f . "  but Charlie 
anticipated this.] 

Charlie: Right. That's why I say its very individual on what you're going 
to do with the rig- I think that's the first thing you got to do 
when you design a rig. That's like this Toyota that I'm building 
over here. [Points to a near by Land Cruiser] I'm putting a fuel- 
injected V-8 in it and the Ranger over-drive*. He keeps 
looking at all these rock crawling rigs23 that come in the shop. 
or this Jeep, or Toyota over here, and he keeps saying; 'Do I 
need this?" You knaw. "I want to do that." And I have to keep 
explaining to him, you know. 'If you want to spend two 
thousand dollars on that, and you're looking for a desert rig, 
that's two thousand dollars that's not well spent." (7/2011994) 

Rock crawling vehicles emerge from such commentaries as tools 

orchestrated to perform in the s p e c  extremes individuals meet while in 'their" 

outback. Such crafting blends traditional notions concerning competent performance 

needs Hnth individual opinions co ncem ing the modification strategies considered to 

achieve these traditional goals." 

I asked R.D. Searle, a Rock Crawler and 'vintage" 1971 Bronco owner, if he 

had a 'dream-vehide" that he would like to build-other than his Bronco. My purpose 

-- Charlie has since built a new vehicle which is discussed later in this chapter 
and also in chapter four. 

. - 

. Within the gamut of rock crawling rigs there are sub-groups delineated by 
types of terrain driven or preferred by the driver, ie: desert trucks (for those who favor 
sandy deserts), rock crawlers (for those who favor extremely rochy terrain), etc ... It 
should be noted that Rock Crawlers frequent most terrains in their area, but may build 
their vehicle to the topographic milieu they prefer. [ As can be seen, the term "rock 
crawlei' is layered with meaning, which is determined entirely by context.] 

' -  For more on this blend, see chapter four. 
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in asking this question was that I hoped to elicit an answer detailing a vehicle build- 

up p m s s  speafic to the rocky terrain R.D. frequents. R.D.'s response was explicit, 

providing just what I was hoping for-a catalog of parts and modifications he believes 

are necessary to venture into the terrain he enjoys. He proceeded, step by step, 

through an imaginary vehicle construction process.25 Like all drivers' vehicle 

constructions, R.D.'s process is idiosyncratic because it is the product of 

experiences he has had off-road. 

I [would] take a Jeep Scrambler, because of the wheel base. Put 
thirty-five inch [tall] tires on it-try to keep the suspension lift* down 
enough. Put a fiberglass body* on it that allows a lot of wheel 
travel* with the suspension down. In other words, most of my lift 
would be tire lift. Put a 350 Chev' engine in it, with a throttle-body fuel 
injection ... a newer 350 Chev' engine or maybe a Cowette [tuned-port 
injection] engine ... And then probably I'd put like Dana 60's' in it with 
reverse cuts*, to keep the.. .drive shafts off the ground and the axles 
[at the correct angles]. I don't know what f'd use for a transfer case* 
'cause l've never really thought about it. But I'd probably go with a 
five-speed [transmission] with a low first gear ... I'd just have [the 
ve hide axles] low geared, probably four-fifty sixes [4.56: 1 -this is 
extremely low]. Something like that. So that I'd have plenty of hold 
back*. So ail I'd have to do is drop down [off ledges or hills without 
using brakes]. Probably I'd have a locker front and rear. I'd go for Air 
Lockers* just for the simple reason you can kick it on and off. 
(7/30/1994) 

R.D.'s lengthy list reveals that his driving preference tends to be in rocky 

terrain. The first due resides in his choice of 35 inch tall tires. Tires this tall provide 

the vehicle height needed to pass over the sharp edges of rocks that might come 

into contact with the rig along the trail. If he were interested in less arduous terrain 

. . 

-'David Taylor asked similar questions to elicit descriptions concerning proper 
boat morphologies for specific jobs and/or oceanic conditions (1982, 77-82). 
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a set of 32 or 33 inch tires could easily suffice; they would give adequate clearance 

for objects routinely encountered in less racky or extreme terrain. 

The choices he makes to increase his wheel travel also signal plans for a 

vehicle that frequents 'the rocks." Wheel travel is the ability for the suspension to 

cycle through a large range of movement.26 The more wheel travel a rig has, the 

more its wheels stay in contact with the trail, instead of hanging in the air. Keeping 

wheels on the ground increases control, as well as safety. As long as tires maintain 

contact with the trail, a rig is likely to move in the direction that the driver wants it to 

be moving. Extremely rocky trails require extensive wheel travel to negotiate large 

objects such as rocks, tree stumps, ravines, and other demands (fig: 3.6)- 

Challenges common to such trails stop stock vehicles-with their average wheel 

travel of four to six inches-dead in their tracks. 

Concerning the ultra-modified S-10 Blazer he used to drive, Charfie Copsey 

estimated: 'from pictures, we're guessing we probably [had] between 24 and 28 

inches of travel on the front and probably about 16 [inches] in the back." Charlie 

now owns a Jeep CJ-7 that boasts well over 3 feet of travel per axle. To prove the 

flexibility of this rig. Charlie 'ramped" it for me (fig: 3.7). Ramping a 4x4 is a way to 

test its wheel travel. This entails running one of the rig's tires up the ramp; the 

vehicle is driven as far up the ramp as it can go while still keeping all other tires in 

contact with the ground. Using a mathematical equation that takes the wheelbase 

into account, drivers can learn their 'Ramp Travel Index." (The equation is: 

-.- For more on wheel travel, see chapter four. 
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FIG: 3.6 Jeff Beach's Jeep-shown here backing up a ramp-has extensive wheel travel. Such vast ?ravel helps 
ro keep the Jeep's ares in coatan with the rugged terrain. (Courtesy Jeff Beach) 

FIG: 3.7 Charlie Copsy tests his wheel tranl on a spadly-cmmmed ramp. Notice thar all tires remain in 
contact with the ground providine aaction tbr t)le Jeep's four comers. (More on "ramping" in chapter four.) 
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[distance up the ramp in inches] divided by [vehicle wheelbase in inches] = X. X is 

then multiplied by 1000 = the RTI score. For instance: a Toyota Land Cruiser goes 

60 inches up a ramp and has an 85 inch wheelbase; [60 divided by 85 = -70581 x 

1000 = the RTf indexlscore rounded to 706.) 

Travel indexes indicate suspension fiexibility; a score of 1000 is the best that 

can be achieved for each wheelbase. The closer one comes to 1000, the better. 

Charlie's rig ramps 1000. As we stood next to it, he pointed to Shannon Shirk's 

Bronco, parked near by. "That can do about 800, but we're going to make it do one- 

thousand." He referred to a host of modifications planned for the rig's suspension 

to improve its fle~ibility.'~ 

While at the 1996 Jeep Safari, I met an individual on Hells Revenge Trail who 

told me that his custom-built Jeep had over four feet of wheel travel. When I 

expressed shock-and a little disbelief-at this boast, he drove the bright pink rig 

crossways over a large ledge. The Jeep twisted, dropping only its driver's side front 

tire off the ledge. All other tires stayed planted on the trail at the top of the ledge. 

He slowly drove forward, dropping the passenger's side front tire and the driver's 

side rear tire over the ledge. At this point, only the rear passenger's side tire 

remained at the top of the ledge. Still, all tires stayed in contact with the trail. None 

hung in the air. This rig has the best travel I have ever seen; it is also known to be 

one of the most competently built crawlers to frequent Moab's trails. To build this 

- In recent years, there have been ramps set up at off-roading events. Driven 
run their rigs up the ramp in competitions. The highest score wins a prize, and the 
jealousy of others at the event. Achieving a high ramp index is now a bragging right. 
This is a relatively new phenomenon. not existing in 1994. 
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system, the owner combined parts from a host of vehicles-many of them non-Jeep- 

Traversing extreme territory usually requires an elaborate suspension lift to 

give the rig added height.Z8 Essentially a suspension lift entails replacing a vehicle's 

springs with taller ones so that the vehicle will achieve a taller stance. Constructing 

his own 4x4. R.D. eschews all but minor height increases due to a roll-over that he 

and his wife had while rock crawling in the mountains near Moab, Utah. Nobody was 

hurt, and once friends helped him get the Bronco back on its wheels they were able 

to continue with their trail ride. But the experience caused them to rethink their 

building strategies. Consequently, they utilize any modifications that add clearance* 

but are not likely to significantty raise vehide height or center of gravity. This choice 

is purely personal for the Searles. as many contemporary figs are getting taller than 

was previously thought to be acceptable for good back country performance. 

R. D.3 choice of a fuel injected motor also falls into line with the requirements 

of extremely rocky terrain. Carburetors 'flood" when a vehicle is bouncing up and 

down or side to side. Flooding occurs when gasoline sloshes out of the carburetor 

instead of going down into the motor. When this happens the engine becomes 'fuel 

starvedw and "diesn (or "konks out") because it is not getting the gas. The reason for 

this problem is inherent to carburetor design. 

A "carb" is nothing more than several l s  that are filled with gasoline by the 

fuel pump. Gas from these bowls-mast c a b  have between one and four-is sipped 

down into the engine. This design is fine for paved roads, but when terrain becomes 

- Suspension lifts will be discussed at length in chapter four. 
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broken or extremely steep the gas spills out of these bowls. To understand how the 

gas sloshes out of the carb's bowls, think of a toddler eating hidher food from a 

bowl. The baby bumps and plays with the bowl while eating. How much of the food 

actually ends up in the child's mouth and how much ends up on the floor within a six 

foot radius of the high-chair? Apply this image to carburetion while off-road. 

One rough trail caused my Bronco's carburetted engine to die more than 60 

times in a three hour period. 2g Not only is this problem a nuisance on rugged trails. 

it can prove dangerous. In a precarious position, an engine dying could cause 

human or vehicular casualties. Remember: steering and braking are often controlled 

by pressure or power generated by a turning motor. Such dangerous instances 

never occur with fuel injection. When gas sloshes out of a carburetor while bouncing 

over a rock, or climbing straight up a hill, fuel injectors continue pumping the gas 

directly and smoothly into the engine. In fact, many fuel injected motors can even 

run if a vehicle is upside down. This abilrty makes them one of the most important 

modifications Rock Crawling addicts can make to their vehicle(s). 

A mrnmon addition to many Jeeps and Land Cruisers now is a fuel injected 

motor from a Co~ette or a Camaro. These reliable engines are fairly easy to come 

by, provide excellent power, and can be implanted in the back yard, or by most local 

garages. Many vintage-style Bronco owners use the fuel injected motors from 

Mustangs to replace their carburetted units. 

Quinn Mortensen drives a fuel injected rig. Although his previous Bronco had 

. - 
- -' Causing me to modifjr my he1 delivery system for more reliable off-road 

handling. 
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a carburetted engine that ran extremely well, he informed me that fuel injection 

provides "a much more controlled ride off-road" (fig: 3.8). Charlie Copsey, Chris 

Stephens and Jim Broadbent. all commented similarly about their own 4x4's- Chris 

states that fuel injection is one of the mast important modifications a driver can make 

to a rig. One of the most frequent swaps on contemporary rock crawlers is a fuel 

injected motor implant The Nialsen family, members of the Lone Peak CWheelers, 

FIG: 3.8 Fuel injection keeps Qumn's Bronco running mnmhly, especially when he is cm steep inclines. 

took a carburetted V6 motor that worked fine on the street out of their rig to implant 

a fuel injected V6 in its place. Jack Nielsen comments: 'It's the best thing we ever 

didn (12f1811997). This process is not unusual, fuel injected motors are more 

reliable in the outback, msequenly they are found with increasing regularity in rigs 

that routinely venture there. 
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R.D.'s axle and gearing choices also reveal that he has rocky terrain in mind- 

Dana 60 axles are ultra-heavy duty units commonly found on threequarter ton and 

one-ton trucks. Such strength serves well under the immense stresses placed upon 

parts in extremely arduous terrain. Dana 60s are also made of heavier gauge steel, 

rendering them nearly impervious to breakage when 'wnched" against rocks. That 

R.D. wants the axles "reverse cut" means they have the drive shaft input, or 'pinion," 

relocated to the top of the differential instead of the at the bottom. This modification 

requires special 'reverse-cut* gears since the axle is essentially upside down. (If the 

new gears were not used, the vehicle would try to go backwards when the driver 

wanted to go forwards.) This expensive process lessens the likelihood of rocks 

bending the drive shafts since they are now farther from the ground. It also keeps 

the drive shaft angles from being too 'steep" (fig: 3.9). f he angle a drive shaft 

enters a differential is of major concern when raising the height of a rig; angles that 

are acute lead to 'binding," gradually destroying drive shaft parts with use. Adding 

reverse cut axles lessens this probiem. 

Placing 'low" gearing in the vehicle gives it power at low speeds or low engine 

rprn's. This aids when climbing steep inclines or large rocks. Low gears also 

provide "hold backw or 'compression gearing." This is the ability to create engine 

back-pressure with low gearing in order to slow the vehicle down, rather than using 

the brakes. In some off-road situations utilizing one's brakes can prove hazardous 

or fatal. Such dangers can occur when driving down a hill so steep that if brakes are 

used the rear tires might lift off the ground. Compression braking is important 

because it slows the vehicle without the loss of control that can be created by using 
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FIG: 3.9 A standard rotation axle is on the I& A reverse cut (reverse romrim) axle is cm the right Notice 
differences in the angle that drivelines enter. Reverse cut axles aIso ke!ep h e  driveline Emher from the g o d  

the brakes. 

R.D.'s final point concerns lockers*. Lockers keep both wheels on an axle 

constantly rotating with power.'O This does not occur with factoryequipped axles; 

these only spin one tire per axle (even on 4-wheel drive vehicles). If a tire ends up 

in the air-which occurs regularly in extremely rocky terrain (figs: 3.1 0-3.12)-a locker 

ensures that power still gets to the other tire on that axle, rather than merely 

spinning the airborne one. Combined with extended wheel travel, lockers guarantee 

that each axle is continuously pulling the vehicle in the direction intended by the 

driver. In extremely rocky terrain lockers are not a luxury. they are a necessity. 

R.D.3 answer, as discussed above, reveals much concerning the terrain he 

knows best. Yet, some driven are not so extensive in their basic requirements. 

Chris Stephens is widely recognized as a trail leader for the Hell's Revenge trail at 

' ' Lockers will be discussed at-length in chapter four. 
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FIG: 3.10 Glenn Wakefield gets a rear rire &me on the Pritckn Canyon rrail in Moab. Lockerquipped 
rigs are more likely to get out of such sinrations under their own power than those without lockers. (Courtesy 
WWW. off- road  corn9 
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FIG: 3.11 A Jeep gets one tire air-borne as it climbs out of a "tub." Lockers make climbing from the tub 
possible (Courtesy Jim Broadbent) 

FIG: 3.12 On Sledgehammer tra& Jim shows thar even 4x4s with lots of suspmslon travel sometimes "lift" tires. 
Lockers m both axles help him pull thou& t h ~ ~  situation with DO problems (Counesy Jim Cole) 
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the Moab Easter Jeep Safa$' who has a considerably modified rig. It was even 

shown in a 1 996 magazine detailing the year's Jeep Safari action. According to 

Chris: 'I think the two most important things would be front and rear lockers, and fuel 

injectionn (711 994). It is interesting that his 1976 Jeep CJ-7 has (among other 

changes) the following fabrications: a tuned-port fuel injected Corvette motor, a 

heavy duty Ford 9 Inchg mar axle. lockers in both axles, an automatic transmission 

from a Chevrolet pick-up truck, a reinforced frame, a custom built roll-cage, and 

seats from a 1993 Saturn. Yet, the modifications he considers crucial for traversing 

extremely rocky terrain are the fuel injection on his motor and the lockers in his 

axles. He asserted that it was these modifications, combined with his later addition 

to the list of "an automatic transmission," that made him feel he could 'rely on [his] 

Jeepn off-road (7/1994)- 

All these modifications must be carefully balanced against each other so that 

a working vehicle emerges from the 'build-up," or building process. Faced with the 

query, "What is the most important modification on your Samurai?" Glenn Wakefield 

replied: 

Which of your children is your favorite? You can't ask a question like 
that! They all interconnect, and it depends heavily on the type of trail 
and temin you enjoy. For my type of stuff, I'd have to say that 
gearing is the first thing that anyone should modify. With proper 
gears, you can go slow enough to get over most mild obstacles 
without smashing your vehicle, by hammering away-trying to get up 
something ... even if you lack somewhat in clearance. Next would be 
to improve your clearance-lift [and] tires, followed by traction adding 
devices in your diff's [diflerentialsl. Now if I was a mid-western farm 
boy who played in the mud, the most important thing would be to get 

- - - - - - p- - 

' ' The Moab Easter Jeep Sufari will be discussed in chapters five and six. 
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a big set of 'meats Dims] to go to the nearest bog. Different strokes 
for different folks- (1 O / Z M  996, italics added) 

Assertions by Charlie. R.D.. Chris, and Glenn prove that when 'we begin to 

learn about consumers is when they abandon the role of consumer and become 

creatorsn (Glassie, 1991, 263). The vehicular modifications these Rock Crawlers 

consider pertinent do not coincide with those of the average auto owner; rather. they 

reflect the harsh trail conditions of the outback into which they venture and know. 

But Rock Crawlers' rigs are not solely the product of direct interaction with the land, 

interaction which is ontic. The vehicles are also the product of ad hoc spatial 

perceptions. These perceptions are imbued with the ideals and myths alluded to by 

Tuan's assertion that 'countries [and by extension, regions] have their.. . mythical 

geographiesn (1 977, 98). 

ROCK CRAWLERS AND THE PERCEIVED ENVIRONMENT 

The perceived, or ad hoc, view of the environment in which one lives and 4- 

wheels is also crucial to vehicular construction; this context refers to the 

"psychological environment in which the group operates" (McCarl, 1974, 248). This 

is different from ontic understandings which result fram physical experiences in the 

back country topography. Ad hoc perceptions, instead, arise frarn psychological 

impressions of these spaces. Such impressions entail beliefs about how and why 

a space is the way it is. They may even construe the reasons why this space is 
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different or more important than other ~ocations.~' These impressions can indicate 

'emotions ... local residents attach to place, feelings which arise from a knowledge of 

place-based history and identity and which inevitably tinge their contemplation of 

their physical surroundings" (Ryden, 66). Rock crawling vehicles arise from these 

perceptions; being reactions to impressions concerning the nature of back country 

spaces, they are the concretion of these values.33 

Such impressions inform vehicle morphology and aesthetics. They also 

provide, among other things, the impetus for vehide height. tire tread stylesVY the 

usage of chrome and other polished surfaces, both faux and functional body armor, 

and-above all-paint schemes. This occurs because h e  rigs are 'symbolic systems 

that facilitate folk expression on ... deeply felt communal level[sJW (Poulsen, 10). 

In her discussion of Bamegat Bay sneakboxes and their relationship to the 

landscape, Mary Hufbrd comments: 'Not only does the sneakbox play an important 

role in the task of selfdefinition, but it enhances the experience of losing oneself, an 

avowed function of the meadows for men in the region" (1 990, 52) .  She elaborates 

upon this point. discussing the means New Jersey hunters use to camouflage these 

small hunting boats. When finished, a craft and its owner fully blend into their 

' -  See: Ryden, 83-4,86. 

' ' William D. Moore presents an intriguing discussion concerning how Masonic 
lodge forms at the turn of the century were influenced by masons' perceptions of 
masculinity in a changing social dynamic. Although his discussion does not take 
landscape into account, it does show the interaction between group perceptions of the 
surrounding world and the morphology of the objects they create (26-39). 

- . 
A study of tire tread designs, and their significance to drivers. would be a 

study in its own right. 



Chapter Three' 21 3 

marshy hunting environment. Like rock crawlers, this technology helps individuals 

escape from everyday life. But in the end this example contrasts sharply with that 

presented by the rock crawling tradition- 

it is true that Rock Crawlers create their vehicles as a means for escaping 

into a symbolic landscape offering seemingly unlimited spacespace in which they 

could lose themselves- However, this is not the case- Instead, rock crawlers are 

often painted and/or decorated in ways that 'shoutn their presence, creating a 

situation diametrically opposite to that sought by sneakbox craftsmen. 

The rigs exist within a metaphorical dialogue. This 'conversation" involves 

the land, the myth of the open spaces and freedom of the West, and the Rock 

Crawlers' answer to these 'identities" through 4x4 construction (Baudrillard, 61). 

The height, bald paint schemes, and flashy modifications utilized in their creation are 

responses to challenges arising from the perception of this set of identities. An 

experience I had during the 1994 Moab Easter Jeep Safari illustrates this concept. 

I had just returned to Moab with my wife, Becci, after a day of desert crawling with 

the Lone Peak CWheelers. As we trundled down the street looking into shop 

windows, two acquaintances approached us. They excitedly commented that they 

had seen us on the trail that day. 1 asked where, since I knew they had not travelled 

with our group, and I had not seen them elsewhere. Their response indicated that 

they had been miles away, but had recognized the unmistakable paint scheme of our 

Bronco as we inched over a sandstone fin* further out in the desert. 

When we engage in a verbal conversation with more forceful or loud 
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individuals we must become more vocal to make ourselves heard. Rock Crawlers 

experience a similar situation in the back country. The power of the land's (real 

and/or perceived) immensity is a 'big voicen (figs: 3.13, 3.14). To assert their place 

in this 'conversation," drivers make their rigs stand out by making them what one 

individual at the 1 994 Jeep Safari referred to as 'bigger than life." The 4x4s must 

fill this space; they must assert the owner into the outback scenario so that dhe may 

stand as an equal-or more powerful-voice. 35 Our two friends had seen us because 

we were, as it where, as big as the rest of the desert that day; we were a powerful 

voice within the dialogue. Many drivers build their rigs similarly, trying to create rigs 

that shout their presence into the immensity of the outback space. 

A magazine article reviewing a 1941 Willy's MB Jeep notes the rig's body and 

paint modifications: "[The builder] wanted to paint the body a bright color that would 

stand out in the back country, and, after some research, settled on 1977 Cowette 

Yellow. The results speak for themselves" (Phitips, 49-50). What is not written. but 

is revealed in the pictures, is that the vehicle's roll cage and bumpers are painted 

metallic gold. The combination of yellow and gold truly makes the rig pop out from 

the desert topography. Asserting that the vehicle was painted specifimlly to stand 

out in the back country is not surprising. and supports the idea that drivers feel 

constrained to powerfully interject themselves into a milieu that might subdue their 

'voice." 

Vehicles are often graced with eyegrabbing colors and bold paint schemes. 

= Roger M. Downs and David Stea discuss scale and its relation to the 
perception of environment (64-6). 
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FIG: 3.13 Large spaces could overwhelm Rock Crawlers. Bold paint schemes help to prevem this. 

FIG: 3-14 Large expanses such as this one tard to make people feel small and/or insignificant. 
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Kitsch colors like bubble-gum blue. 'slime' green, canary yellow. and 'boo-berry" 

purple commonly appear. Many rigs gleam under the sun with bright reds and 

oranges; white is commonly used (figs: 3.15-3.23). Often drivers paint their 4x4s 

with contrasting colors. For instance, Charlie Copsey's Jeep is bright yellow with 

bright blue thunderbolts running over its hood (figs: 4.36, 4.37). The combination of 

yellow and blue creates an effect that truly stands out Alan Olsen, a Jeep 

Cherokee owner, achieved an eye-gripping effect by painting all the accessories on 

his white rig black. The contrast between these opposites is heightened by a single 

teal stripe down the side of the vehicle (fig: 3.24). On many rigs, anything that can 

be painted is given a matching coat, tying the vehicle into a unified whole. Such 

paint schemes create vibrant displays that stand out in any landscape. 

Many drivers do not consciously try to build rigs that shout their presence. 

Commenting on what he has done to make his Samurai aesthetically pleasing. Glenn 

Wakefield indicates his pragmatic approach to vehicle aesthetic properties: 

Not much. I covered up a big rusty area with the front bra? 1 paint 
over body rust with a can of red paint that looks similar to the stock 
color-but isn't. I paint the bumpers black when I scrape them on 
rocks ... I'd rather spend time 'wheeling than buffing the vehicle. 
(1 Ol2911996) 

Although at first Glenn seemed completely function-oriented in his estimation of 

vehicle aesthetics, a slightly different tone emerged when I asked him if his red paint 

was the stock color: 'Yes. At some point I think I'm going to go for something a little 

. '  A bra is a vinyl covering that stretches over the front of a vehicle to protect it 
from road debris flipping up from other cars' tires. Off-roaden occasionally use them to 
protect the Front of a vehicle from branches or rocks along trails. 
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more wild-like maybe a giraffe or leopard paint job. As it is now. I just don't want to 

take the time [to paint it]. Too many other hobbiesn (IO/29/1996). 

For Glenn. like many other Rock Crawlers, function seems to be the priority 

when it comes to vehicle creation: "In my d u b w e  spend time building performance 

mods [modifications]. I only know a couple [people] that actually really spend time 

on aesthetics" (10129/1996). However, eventually having a "wild" paint scheme will 

help to assert Glenn's presence. It is important to understand that Glenn is like most 

other serious Rock Crawlers in that paint and graphics are secondary to 

performance. Although modifications must be functional and aesthetically pleasing, 

the actual paint job is usually done last. after important mechanical modifications 

have taken place. This practice is opposite to some auto-enthusiast groups, who 

undertake paint jobs early in the modification process. As far as paint is concerned, 

many Rock Crawlers would 'rather see some scratches and dents from a rig that 

sees rocks, than some bitchin' behemoth that only sees Main Streetn (Glenn 

Wa kefield , 1 0/29/1996). 

During the summer of 1997 Glenn began a major rebuild on his Samurai. 

This originated with the purchase of a new 'plain-black ding and rust-free bodyn that 

he acquired for three-hundred dollars. Despite assertions about his pragmatic 

building habits, the body did not stay plain or black for long. As part of a host of 

other modifications, Glenn had it sprayed 'Jeep Citron Pearl Green." This color is 

nearly impossible to miss, and adds weight to his comment that: 

Each vehicle has its own 'look-" I like 4x4s that show an owner's 
individuality. I'm tired of the standard old [Jeep] with 33 inch (tall] 
BFG's [tires]. Boring! And they wonder why their rig never gets into 
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FIG: 3-15 Colorfu! Land Cruisers wtit i~ a line-up for h e  Rubicon Trail. (Counesy www.&-roadcom~3 

FIG: 3-16 X yellow hbicon-bound Land C m k r  with its rnarccting ir;ilfer. (Courtesy tww.ofF-roadcorn;) 



Chapter Three ' 27 9 

FIG: 3-17 This bn&-pink Jeep boas z hand-built body and customfabricated extended-travei -ion. 

FIG: 3.18 B r d  ~ ~ ' s  red U-7. Brad even painted the Jeep's axles to match the body. 
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FIG: 3-19 .~XI orange Land Cruiser drim over Moab Sandnone. Xodce the alumnum-protected comers. 

FIG: 320 S o k e  &e c u e  taken to azn pinmipe this Jzep's h i e  uith yellow, red. and blue. 
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FIG: 3.22 The hght  blue ?xx@ on Jim's Jeep srands out in the JacWI~rnrner trail ouzback (Co~mesy Jim Coie) 
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FIG: 3.23 Briar red racs-styie bumpers on Quim's Bronco help it to stand out (Courtesy Quinn Mortensen) 

FIG: 3 3 4  Allan Olsen's white Jeep Cherokee. 
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the mags [magazines]. Get something different and be unique. 
(Glenn Wakefield, 1 0129/1996) 

it is not uncommon to see rigs standing out with more than mere bright colors, 

they visually scream with flame jobs, scallops, and all manner of striping (figs: 3.25- 

3.29). Most of these designs stand out because of contrasts created by the colors 

and angular shapes used. A current trend involves painting rigs with animal-print 

patterns3? During the 1996 Moab Easter Jeep Safari vehicles painted in zebra 

stripes, giraffe spots, tiger stripes, leopard prints, and even cow spots were easy to 

locate (fig: 3.28). One vehicle, entitled 'Old Dog," sported what was purported to be 

a dog spot pattern. These wild prints make vehicles stand out in the desert, and 

even in the most dense forest. When trail r ides comprising vehicles painted in such 

a fashion string through the back country, they are visible for miles. Individual rigs 

can be distinguished from equally far; they stand in vivid contrast to the landscape. 

Flashy alterations are not solely accomplished with paint, but can be achieved 

with the usage of other items which Ed lsaacson calls 'doo-dads." Doo-dads are 

"glitzyw add*ns like door hinges or body panel plating which are made from stainless 

steel, aluminum, 'diamond plate," or chrome, and make rigs stand out even more- 

Often these additions are functional. but their aesthetic quality is just as important, 

if not more so, than the o m s '  overt function (fig: 3.30). In this sense, these body 

- - 
This could visually link the vehicles with habit that many drivers have of 

conflating their rig with images of frontier animals. The dynamic existing between the 
animal husbandry of the tiontier West and contemporary rock crawling rigs is discussed 
at length in chapter two. 
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FIG: 331 Two Jeeps with scalloped paint This panzrn is a h  known as the -modified flame-jobn (Cou-irr- 
Jun Bro;ldbm:~ 

FIG: 336 A red and white scalloped Jeep awaits aaii action at a hotel parlang lot in Moab. (Courtes). Jim 
Broaa'ben;) 
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FIG: 327 Jor, Stephens' Jeep CJ-7 and its immacuiateiy painted flame job. 

FIG: 3.2s .A Jeep Cherokee with d e  sp06. Many ullId prints like h s  show-up at the saki.  
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FIG : 3.29 -4 m e  job h i  Jeep Wrangler tackles the Juckhammer trail (Counesy Jim Cole) 

FIG: 3.30 A cb~ome  m e ,  chrome d brus*, chrome burnper and polished durninum rims give the Serlsen's 
jeep. wkich is u d t  for heat? rock crawimg a Sashy anC tough look 
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modifications can be viewed in part as 'fiction" (Batchelor, 68-9).38 That is, their 

rugged appearances often do not have as much to do with protecting the rig as they 

do with "suggesting the imagined excitement" (68) of a bullet proof 4x4 that is 

'bigger than life." 

A prime example of this 'fictionn is using polished diamond plate aluminum. 

This plating, which sports a raised diamondcheck pattern across its surface, is 

applied generously to many rigs and is commonly found along vehicle rocker panels 

and rear comers (fig: 3.19). If the vehicle contacts a rock. the diamond plate takes 

the abuse rather than the body to which it is attached. Although it is used to protect 

the vehicle from rocks, the plating looks rugged, and makes the 4x4 shine and 

glimmer in the sun. It is frequently applied to many places, functional or not, where 

sunlight might strike it. In fact. many vehicles actualty have whole body panels 

constructed from this shiny material. making them hard to miss. Diamond plating 

also finds its way into vehicle interiors-places where trail mdts are not likely to hit. 

Like diamond plate, chrome is similarly used to dress-up rigs. Chrome (and 

stainless steel, which looks like chrome, but does not rust) may find its way to 

bumpers, rear-view m i m ,  lights, nerf bars*, door hinges. and even shock 

absorbers. However, chrome is usually eschewed on load-bearing components like 

drive shafts or axles. and also on roll bars. 39 This is because the chroming process 

'' Jean Baudrillard refers to such "fiction'- as "formal connotatioc" and notes: 
"Tail fins [on American can] were a sign not of real speed but of a sublime, measureless 
speed. They suggested a miraculous automatism, a sort o f  -pee" (59). 

' Chroming such parts is common, however, among the show-truck circuit (a 
differing off-road oriented folk group). 
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weakens metal by up to 20 percent. Weakening parts which are routinely placed 

under immense pressure off-road is dangerous and counter-productive. This - 

furthers the idea that many of the dress-up items are used more for maintaining a 

"lookn than for function. 

Ed lsaacson dressed his Jeep CJ-7 with chrome highlights such as the front 

grille, rear-view mirrors, door hinges, hood hinges, nerf bars, and bumpers. 

Aluminum diamond plate "tall comersn cover the rear corners of the Jeep, protecting 

them from rocks. But Ed told me there is another reason for their presence; they 

hide some 'big dingsn that were made on the Sledgehammer trail. These "doo-dads" 

contrast, and offset, the rig's metallic blue paint- The combination of blue paint, and 

functional but gleaming body armor, makes the unit stand out while off-road. 

To round out the package, Ed added polished aluminum rims. The 

combination creates a rig that is functional and aesthetically pleasing. (During the 

Summer, 1998, he repainted his Jeep teal green). Most drivers opt for aluminum or 

chromed rims. Like many other additions, these rims are primarily for aesthetic 

purposes. They do not perform better than a similar sized standard steel rim, but 

they do offer more flash. They add a final stroke to the palate which has become the 

artist's masterpiece. And like the other aesthetic additions, they help drivers to 

assert themselves in the immensity of the back country that might swallow them. 

An example of similar dialogic interaction with one's surrounding landscape 

is revealed in the architecture of the American mid-west. Structures such as silos, 

water towers, and other 'assertive" edifices declare or pronounce the human 

element into the overwhelming plains of the mid-westem states (Wright, 75). 
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There's a simple reason for the grain elevators, as there is for 
everything, but the forces behind the reason, reason behind the 
reason, is the land and the sky. There is too much sky out there, for 
one thing, too much horizontal, too many lines without stops, so that 
the exclamation, the perpendicular had to come. Anyone who was 
born and raised on the plains knows that the high false front on the 
Feed Store, and the white water tower, are not a question of vanity. 
It's a problem of being. Of knowing you are there. (75-6) 

Although the mid-west plains situation is not an exact parallel to that existing in the 

Western mountains or deserts, the immensity of the terrain evokes similar emotions. 

In an overwhelming land reverberating with excessive 'volume, " individuals in these 

towns assert themselves in ways similar to Rock Crawlers. Breaking the rhythm and 

continuity of that immensity with emblems of self is a means drivers use to keep 

themselves from being consumed within the 'volumen of this space. 

Folk housing in Utah has been observed to foliow the same dialogic aspects, 

asserting oneself with a powerful landscape: 

A house does not mean, but says. Placement of chimneys and other 
acts of folk building may have important functions as psychological 
boundary markers. They say ... this is what I am, this is what I mean- 
what else could I be? What else could I mean? (Poulsen, 6) 

The structures, then, become more than effigies standing against the onslaught of 

a symbolically overpowering environment. They reveal psychological boundaries 

erected by symbolic object utilization; they delineate and assert individuals within the 

context of their society and environment. 

4x4s built by off-roaders from the mid-western states provide a nice foil to the 

present Western Rock Crawler discussion. The sparse trees and dearth of 

mountainous terrain in the mid-west has generated a vehicle style appearing to 

thrive there more than in any other region of the United States. These are the 
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outrageously tall show and monster trucks like 'Bigfoot," 'USA 1 ," 'Extreme Overkill, " 

and other giants made famous by extensive media coverage (figs: 3.3 1, 3.32). Such 

vehicles, too, are products of a socio-environmental dialogue. The enormity of the 

smooth and open landscape, when combined with a lack of large trees to break-up 

the sky, produces overriding vehicle building goals centering upon achieving 'nose 

bleedn height and excessively flashy paint (which is considered tawdry by many Rodc 

Crawlers). Within their group, such modifications are status symbols. More than 

likely such lavish excess results from the need to assert themselves into the 

expansive mid-westem environmental milieu. 

Echoing Chris Stephens, who calls such rigs 'utterly useless," many Rock 

Crawlers laugh at these vehicles. In their world such monstrous trucks are utterly 

useless because their size prevents access to much rock crawling terrain. One 

afternoon, a Mountain West Off-Road Supply customer brought his ultra-tall show 

truck to the store to show off its progress. Standing nearly 10 feet tall on its huge 

tires, the truck's chrome gleamed above the tops of the other rigs in the parking lot. 

As he pulled away from the store, Quinn Mortensen looked at me and breathed a 

sigh of relief. Then he commented on the rig as a waste of time and money. He 

wondered why someone would expend so much effort on a 4x4 he 'could not use." 

Rock Crawlers view a 4x4 that is modified but not taken off-road as a tragic 

squandering of time, money, and a vehicle. Many fail to understand why individuals 

work so hard to create such a 'waste." These sentiments echo the observation that 

groupspeclfic 'formsn are often 'meaningless to the outside observer because of his 

lack of interaction with them, but [areJ no less viable in their respective positions with 
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FIG: 331 Monster tmck Red Rock gets ready for a performance in St  John's, Newfoundand 

FIG: 332 The Undertclker dwa& the man guiding the driver into tbe arena at St John's, Newfbundand 
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the group" (McCarl, 1974, 246). For mid-western builders, monster-sized trucks are 

logical and valid expressions. With the rock crawling milieu they are not. Due to 

contrasting social outlooks concerning the topography, and the importance 4x4s 

within these contexts, different groups create very different types of rigs. 

Discussing Howard Wight Marshall's work with basket maker Earl Westfall, 

John Michael Vlach notes that belief influences a craftsperson's creative process: 

A man with deeprooted religious convictions, [Earl] sees basketry as 
descending from the 'old Bible days." Thus, his work and his belief 
reinforce each other, because every basket perpetuates a 'Biblical 
tradition" while simultaneously his religion validates his basket making. 
(303) 

In a process not unlike Earl's basket weaving, Rock Crawlers' vehicles are products 

of their beliefs regarding expansive nature of the back country.40 A twofold benefit 

results from this traditional creation process: (1) beliefs involving the land affect 

vehicle creation and morphology, and (2) the existence of the rigs serves to bolster 

and perpetuate the values from which they arose. The circularity of this process not 

only ensures the strength of the ideals involved, but also creates a tightly knit group 

with values that are spoken as loudly through their material culture as their oral 

genres. 

. - - Jules David P r o w  provides an excellent discussion of material culture 
approaches to the study of how objects relate to the beliefs and values of their owners 
and'or crafters ( 1982, 1 - 19). 
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CONCLUSION 

The idea that objects communicate their creators' ethos is not foreign to 

cultural studies. As early as 1974 Robert McCari argued that welders in a machine 

and welding shop actively engaged in 'a communicative processn each time they 

exercised their trade (243). He elaborated upon this theme by asserting that their 

"product and processn were both "a means of communicationn (244). Similarly, Rock 

Crawlers fashion rigs that reveal their 'intricacy of local knowledge of the nature and 

physical properties ... of the[ir] geographical milieun (Ryden, 63). Because of this 

communication, the 4x4s function as symbols14' uttering community values 

concerning the landscape. Because meaning is "stored in symbols." rigs assert what 

Rock Crawlers are, what they prize, and what they believe in (Geertz, 1968, 303). 

The vehicles comprise two distinct interpretations of the landscape: ontic 

(experience-derived) and ad hoc (mythic). Hence, each vehicle can be read as a 

witness of both personal interpretations of the specific outback spaces a driver 

frequents and general communal-based ideals concerning the region. As such, 

"form and style remain fundamental indicators of pervasive cultural valuesn (Pocius; 

1995. 41 9). Form and style do not result from a passive process. Rather. they are 

at the forefront of each rig's grammar because 'material folk culture is a direct 

product of the symbolic processn (Poulsen, 71). Thus, rock crawlers represent much 

. - 
- - Prown discusses objects as --metaphors which conform to the shape of 

experience," thls is part of his assertion that objects are symbolic realizations of "beliefs" 
and "values" ( 1 99 1, 149). 
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more than simple Cwheel drive vehides, they symbolize understandings arising from 

interaction with the and the mythic, taken-forgranted, beliefs regarding 

such spaces. 

Now that general ideas surrounding the relationship between vehicle and 

topography have been introduced, a more in-depth discussion of vehicle construction 

can ensue. Chapter four investigates how the performance and design of each 

competently buiit rock crawler results from a cutturalfy understood vehicle fabrication 

grammar. Individual builders formulate their rigs by employing myriad strategies to 

accomplish this conservative morphology (structure). The utilization of such 

strategies corn bines culturally held notions concerning proper 4x4 form with personal 

gestalts of how this form is best achieved. Of course, intimate knowledge of the 

outback landscape through which the vehicle builder travels exerts a constant force 

in this process. 

' - For more on this see: Kenneth L. Carper's "Building as A Response to 
Technological and Creative Processes," and Tom J. Bartush's *'The Fitness Test: 
Building as A Response to Human-Environmental Factors." 



CHAPTER 

PERFORMANCE AND DESIGN IN 
ROCK CRAWLER MORPHOLOGY 

Hard-core people want racing shocks, sophisticated lift kits. high-end suspension components, 
armor plates, winches and products that allow for [a] locking or limited slip differential. (Steve 

Beneviste: quoted in Alfreda Vaughn, 19) 

Three vehicles methodically scratch their way along an arduous trail deep 

within the western California desert. Hardly recognizable as a trail, their path is a 

conglomeration of silt-like sand, slippery creeks, waterfalls, and boulders ranging 

from the size of bowling balls to those as big as the automobiles themselves. The 

trail is made more difficult by the canyon's towering rock walls; their jagged stone 

prohibiting the travellers ffom bypassing any difficulties. These walls exact a heavy 

toll upon the body-work of any vehicle unlucky enough to slide against their rough- 

hewn edges. Despite the foreboding composition of the route, each vehicle 

successfully negotiates the trials they encounter. 

The lead vehicle crawls over a deep crack in the granite surface, plunging the 

driver's side front tire deep into the crevice. Dropping three feet below the vehicle's 

body, the tire contacts the bottom, spins slowly, and catches on a ledge. Traction 

gained from the ledge pulls the vehicle safely over the gaping maw of jagged rock. 
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The second vehicle straddles a four foot wide and six foot deep gap between two 

Volkswagen Bug-sized boulders by placing a tire on each of the boulders and 
' 

climbing them like stone 'ramps." The final rig edges along a stream to the base of 

an eight foot waterfall; slowly its tires spin until it gains traction on the wet rocks and 

edges its nose up the face of the waterfall. When the front tires reach the top edge 

the rig is nearly vertical. A quick bunt of gas from the driver and the rig heaves up 

and over the top. Each 4x4 has passed through the difficult sections unscathed. 

This fictitious-yet cornmon-event demonstrates the realities of rock crawling. 

Outback driving takes patience, sensitivity to changes and subtleties in the terrain, 

and guts. But no matter how gutsy or talented a driver is, if hisfher rig is not equal 

to the challenge the driver is doomed to failure and possible injury. The ability to 

combine specific modifications that create a rig capable of negotiating back country 

challenges is a hallmark of competent Rock Crawlers. 

This chapter considers these individuals as bricoleurs,' or vernacular 

designers who utilize a negotiation process involving conservative and innovative 

ideas. This approach offen insight into the complex assemblage process they 

undertake. Successful 4x4 'build-ups," as this process is called. do not occur 

haphazardly. Rather, Rock Crawlers have 'rigorous, highly structured design 

methods for generating and refiningn vehicle forms (Hubka, 426). Using mental 

templates (Glassie: 1975, 17; Hubka. 429). or basic design forms which Rock 

Claude Levi-Strauss originated the idea of the vernacular builder as bricoleur. 
Although his notion is somewhat more conservative than mine-he sees the folk designer 
as drawing o n 4  from a limited range of conservative, localized ideas-the terminology 
and process he describes are nevertheless important to this discussion ( 1966, 16-22). 
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Crawlers know and recognize, drivers spend hours planning for, and working on, 

their  vehicle^.^ This process involves manipulating parts culled from a host of 

sources and utilizing the expertise of equally numerous craftspeople throughout the 

automotive industry. 

The discussion then touches on the implementation of these procedures, 

which involves making "two major choices in the selection of designw (Pocius. 1979, 

274). The first of these is when builders begin their work with tacitly held communal 

notions regarding vehicle morphology, or form. Often, these notions are so 

ingrained within the communal ethos that 'the designer's normal habit is [considered] 

mere common sensew (Pye, 1964, 65). 

Despite these 'restrictions," builders are free to make their secondary 

choices; moving beyond basic construction assumptions, they use innovative or 

idiosyncratic means for achieving these modifcations. The resulting 4x4s reveal the 

values, ideas, attitudes, and assumptions of the community and the individualized 

needs of the builder (Prown: 1982, 1 ; 1991. 145). Thus. a relatively small inventory 

of building assumptions produces a wide variety of vehicles (Glassie: 1975. 68). 

Case studies follow to illustrate different approaches six drivers took to create their 

rigs. Each study introduces the builder(s), outlines their construction process, and 

touches upon the impulses leading to the structural changes made to their rig.4 

' For more on generative building -'languages," see: Christopher Alexander. 

' See also: Edward Sapir, 49 

For more on the impulses leading to object morphologies. see: David Taylor's 
"-What Makes A Good Boat?': Toward Understanding A Model of Traditional Design." 
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A discussion concerning the process by which these 'build-upsw take place 

follows the case studies. Just as the rigs themselves are a patchwork of parts and 

modifications, so are their construction processes. Each 4x4 is completed through 

a host of different stages. These regulariy take place in a variety of locations, and 

through a plethora of people and services. 

VEHICLE CONSTRUCTION AS BRICOLAGE 

During the Summer of 1996 1 was conducting research in London. While 

there, I had the opportunity to tour the Victoria and Albert Museum with the noted 

material culture scholar Jeremy Aynsley. As our small group entered a 20th century 

display. Aynsley commented: "Most people of this age buy things, they don't take 

time to create them* (6/25/1996). In this consumer age--when nearly any product 

can be manufactured and sold to a wide market-Rock Crawlers take pride in the 

fact that they create their own vehicles. In fact, most do not consider a 4x4 theirs 

unless they have built it. Since each rig is a combination of traditional structural 

motifs and personal gestalts of the topography, buying a pre-modified rock crawler 

is frowned upon. It is held that such rigs cannot come from the Mend of personal 

knowledge and design negotiation necessary to suit the owner's needs. 

The cool response and suspicion many cast upon those who purchase pre- 

modified rigs was exemplified when an individual attended Me 1994 Jeep Safa' in 

a pre-modified Jeep that he had purchased from a well known driver. Comments 
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circulated among many safari participants that this individual was 'trying to buy his 

way inton the cornmuntty. Some people joked about his inability to properly utilize the 

rig's abilities off-road? At the 1996 safari I asked a driver from the individual's locale 

if he had seen this man. He replied, 'I haven't seen him in a while. I think he scared 

himself on a trail." The implication was that the would-be Rock Crawler did not 

belong on the trail in the first place. 

The requisite driver, vehicle, and land dynamic comes when one is aware of 

each and every aspect of the rig, and how these combine to function in the outback. 

A drivefs 'capacity for absorption in [trail driving] hinges on his intimate knowledge 

of" his 4x4 (Hufford: 1992, 54). This relationship must be built. For this reason, 

Hummers6--now available to the public-are viewed with a mixture of loathing and 

excitement; loathing: because of their off-the-showroom floor capabilities which 

require almost no modifications; excitement: because Hummers are so well built that 

they are capable vehicles right off the showroom floor and require almost no 

modification (fig: 4.1). Hummers' pre-made attributes, which should estrange the 

rock crawling community, also intrigue them. Many Rock Crawlers react angriiy to 

the Hummer presence because their drivers do not have to work on the vehicles to 

make them competent. Yet, these folk are often caught-as on one home video- 

quietly marvelling over the vehicles' incredible abilities. Of course such comments 

are infrequently said within ear-shot of most Hummer owners. 

j For more on driving and technique. see chapter five. 

" A 4x4 built by A M  General for the U.S. military but now available to the public. 
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.4 Hummer sits in the parldng lot to Mountain Wesr qff-RandSuppiy. FIG: 4.1 

Three vehides at the 1996 Moab Easter Jeep Safad conspicuously articulated 

the pride owners take in constructing their vehicle. Each had a logo emblazoned on 

its tailgate: one, a Samurai, sported the caption, 'Made in Japan. Built in America." 

A Jeep CJ-7 displayed a similar phrase: "Real Jeeps aren't Bought, They are Built." 

Another Jeep exhibited a shortened variation of the second message: 'Built Not 

Bought." These phrases, and others like themV7 occasionally appear on vehicles, 

and assert the owner's responsibility for the 4x4s present form. The message is 

overt: Rock Crawlers take pride that they assemble the vehicles they rely upon. 

Rather than being the output of a thoughtless reaction to one's social and 

regional milieu, rock crawlers result from conscious and well planned design 

'A Jeep displaying a similar pbrase-"Real Jeeps are built one part at a time7'- 
showed-up at Mm Wesr Of-Road Supply during the Summer of 1997. 
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neg~tiation.~ In this sense, eech completed 4x4 is a "product managed by a 

[creative] genius" (Henry Glassie, Fife Conference, 6/13/1997).9 This intricate 

assembly process has been termed 'bricolage" by scholars, who note that builders 

take active roles as "bricoleurs" (Glassie: 1972, 260; Hawkes, 51 ; Hubka, 429-31 ; 

Levi-Strauss, 1966, 16). A bricoleur is like an artist making a collage. The collage 

progresses as the artist pulls differing images and forms into hidher work, making 

their muttiiarious textures integral to the artist's vision of unified creation. Likewise, 

the Rock Crawler chooses from among various modification strategies for each 

aspect of a vehicle's construction. This pick-and-choose process slowly creates a 

rig fitting the form of what the competent Rock Crawler-that is one that builds the 

right rig for the right situation-must include for the trails onto which s/he ventures 

(Briggs, 3, 6-9; Glassie: 1991, 256-60; Hymes, 324). 

RESTRICTED CODES 

Part of the vehicle building process entails making choices regarding what 

must be modified. Such choices are influenced by basic concepts regarding what 

vehicles 'need to have" to wok proficiently in the back country. These basics are 

so ingrained within the group's world view that they are often 'taken for granted" 

8 Glassie's "The Variation of Concepts Within Tradition...'' reviews numerous 
exampies regarding the morphological choices builders face during the creation of 
objects. For more on designers and design negotiation, see also: David Pye, 1 964,2 1. 

" He continued, noting that each creative act-within a constructive tradition-is 
-'an unfoldin_e of genius." 
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(Bernstein, 63; Csikszentmihalyi, 21). This cache of rudimentary morpholog~cal 

assumptions dictating rack crawler forms comprise what are known as the "restricted 

codesn of vehide creation (Bemstein, 57). lo Restricted codes ' regulaten (57) vehicle 

form and are 'characterired by a high degree of.. . predictability" (Upton, 1 979, 1 80). 

These are the accepted and conservative standards that must be incorporated on 

a rig for it to be a rodc crawler. l1 Such norms fonn "the weight of. ..familiar[ity that] 

continually exerts subtle pressures," and to which the builder conforms as she plans 

and undertakes the wnstrudion of a rig (Toelken, 34). Thus, these building tenets 

are 'restrictedn in that they control the over-all structure of the rock crawler 

Such building schema 'depend upon an assumed body of interests and 

identificationsn (Upton, 1979, 180), and make up the basics of the morphotogical 

code. As stated, they account for the 'predictability," or the basic structural 

similarities, between the rigs. Traditional 4x4s incorporate the following changes: 

. a suspension lift; taller than stock springs are the basis for this modification . larger than stock tires; this means that they are both taller and wider . low gearing 
reliable fuel delivery to the engine 
a "bullet proof," or reliable, drive-train 
roll-over protection for vehicle occupants 
important 'extras," which increasing numbers now feel are mandatory: 
traction aiding devices, lights, winches, ergonomic changes, and body annor 

Restricted and elaborate codes are analogous to the conservative and dynamic 
forces elaborated upon by Barre Toelken in The Dynamics ofbolklore. Following 
Upton, however, I use Bernstein's terms because they directly correlate with a structural 
approach, and they are more suited to the technicalities of  vehicle construction. 

' ' Commenting on the effect of creative codes upon traditional object 
morphologies, Henry Glassie has noted that objects are '*formed out of [creators'] wills 
and managed by tradition" (Fqe Conference, 6/  1 3/ 1 997 j. 
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This rudimentary vehicle form has evolved to meet challenges the phys~cal 

environment places upon the 4x4s. Through years of traversing back country trails. 

drivers learned that differing aspects of the topography impinge upon vehicles in 

distinct ways; these building traditions are reactions to those understandings. Such 

performance enhancing basics have been referred to as 'performance correlatives" 

(Taylor, 1980, 194-7). This delineation marks any "form of the [4x4] which 

significantly affects its overall functioning" (1 97). Looking at these 'basicsn reveals 

how they affect rock crawler performance in the outback. 

Suspension Lifts 

Large rocks, stumps, logs, deep crevices. ruts, and uneven terrain that twists 

vehicles are common trials on mountain and desert trails (figs: 4.2, 4.3). These 

situations can force one-and even two-tires into the air. Jagged rocks can rip and 

gash sheet metal. Employing taller than stock springs fifk the vehicle and allows 

larger tires; these help raise the rig over trail dangers. This modification also 

provides the chance to supplement softer riding springs, offering essential extended 

'spring flex." Flex is a springs' ability to progress through a range of compression 

and extension. (Pulling a slinky apart and pushing it together provides an idea of 

flexing springs.) Flex, also known as 'travel." is the ability each spring has to allow 

wheel movement into and over trail irregularities. Stock springs often lack extensive 

flexing ability; Rock Crawlers devise new suspensions that offer this needed quality. 

Rigs that have 'lots of traveln keep tires in contact with the ground, thus 
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FIG: 43 Glenn Wakefield crawls over a boulder-strewn trail in his Samurai (Courtesy ~ww.off-madcom/) 

FIG: 4 3  A Samurai gets ready to descead High Dive hdi, near Moab. (Courtesy Dan Wynkoop) 



Chapter Four ' 245 

continuously maintaining traction. *Suspension travel is paramount for rock crawling. 

[A] truck doesn't have any t r a m  unless the tires are on the ground-its that simple' 

(Quinnell. d 997a. 30). A rig that keeps traction is one that can do nearly any trail 

because it crawls through difficult areas with control. This also means it is a safer 

4x4. This is because stiff springs bounce vehicles over and into objects. A vehicle 

that is bouncing is not in control and could end-up rolling or damaging parts. 

Many Jeep builders are now taking the springs, which are mounted under the 

axles at the factory, and mounting them over the axles (fig: 4.4). Moving springs 

over the axle allows builders to raise vehicle height without using a highly arched 

spring. Traditionally, springs with more arch are used to raise a vehide, but having 

vehcle frame vehicie h e  

spmg under the ads spmg above the ade 

FIG: 4.4 .4 "spring-over" conversion takes the spring firom under the axle and places it above the axie. 

more arch decreases a spring's ability to flex downward. Placing a spring above the 

axle instantly produces five to six inches of vehicle lift. And flatter springs can then 

be used to increase downward spring travel. The 'spring-over" is quickly becoming 

a favorite among many had-com Rack Crawlers because when combined with flat, 

very soft springs, it produces extreme suspension travel. 
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Veh~de herght e also ~ncreased (only) on fear spnng type suspensions oy me 

aaomon 01 longer s h a m  (fig: 4.5). Located at one ma of the spnng ana spanning 

between it and the frame, the shackle is a moveable link that allows the spring to 

flex. Usually shackles are replaced because the stock units crack under extensive 

usage In rocicy lerran. When more heavy-duty shackles replace the stock units, 

owners often opt for slightly taller units. These raise vehicle height roughly an ~nch. 

Taller shackles also allow slightly more spring flex. 

vehicle front 

stock shackle 
m e n d  

4 s  housing 

FIG: 4 5  U s m ~  extended spnng shackles can gve leatkpnmq 3x1 s tiom one to two extra mhes of rased herght 

Tire addition of new springs is usually accompanied by new shock absorbers. 

Actually the term 'shock absorber' is a misnomer. The real job of 
absorbing the 'shock' falls to the springs, while the shock absorber is 
a 'damper.. .The shack moves together with the spring's travel, but not 
so much to absorb the shock as to keep the spring from continuing to 
oscillate. (Cole, 6) 

Proper shocks are as imperative to performance as springs. Considering shocks, 

drivers usually keep two goals in mind: (1) Street handling and comfort, and (2) off- 

road handling and comfort. As mentioned, good shocks curb the oscillations of a 

working spring. As such, 'the shock is a cornerstone of the foundation of every off- 
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road truck;" but there is a fine line between adequate and over-kill (8). 

Good shocks let the springs move freely while damping their excess bouncing ' 

action. Finn enough valving systems also decrease 'body-dl" during cornering at 

highway speeds. Off-road, shocks must be soft enough to let the springs flex so that 

in irregular terrain the wheels move smoothly and freely over and around any 

obstacles. A mis-applied shock will slow down the suspension's ability to react to 

the terrain. They may even prevent springs from cyding at all. Shocks with little 

travel, and/or excessively stiff val~ing.'~ will 'hang-up" the springs before they can 

achieve their full flexing potential. Proper shock application exists on a fine line 

between good road handling and excellent back country perfarmance. 

Many drivers now use multiple-adjust shocks like the Rancho '9000" or the 

Doetsch Tech 'ATA XIIm to give them the best handling characteristics of both 

worlds. These can be tuned by tk turn ofa knob on the side of each shock's body. 

(They can now be tuned by controls placed within the vehicle so that drivers can 

tune the shocks 'on the fly.') The units can be tuned-in less than a minuteto give 

the exact performance qualities desired for any driving situation. 

Most shocks used off road function by a series of internal valves that regulate 
the flow of oil within the shock. On-road: very few valves open, producing a firm, 
controlled ride. Off-road: more valves open, allowing the oil to flow more freely, 
producing a smooth off-road ride. 
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Tires 

Like taller suspensions, larger than stock tires are used to keep rock crawlers 

above trail dangers. The height increase that taller tires afford also keeps vehicles 

out of deep water when fording streams or rivers. But tires can perform another 

important function- Like a suspension system with good flex, they help to provide 

grip. Cole Quinnell notes that 'traction and vehicle control are the two primary 

qualities that separate a great rock crawler from a tow-strap junkien (1997a, 28). 

Proper tires are important for maintaining traction, thus ensuring control. 

Most off-road tires are considerably wider than stock. The extra width, 

combined with an array of tread patterns, ensures that vehicles maintain traction as 

much of the time as possible. No matter how rocky, rutted, or steep a path gets, if 

traction is maintained, vehicles can continue in a controlled, safe manner. 

Tire treads are terrain-specific. Some are designated as 'all-terrain." These 

have mild tread patterns that wear well on the street, provide excellent traction in 

snow, and adhere well to rocks. They are usually distinguished by a closely inter- 

locking tread design. All-terrain tires work well for drivers who do not frequent hard- 

core trails and need tires that provide lengthy street wear (fig: 4.6). 'Mud" tires 

feature a more radical design. They do not last as long as all-temins because of 

the wide gaps between the big tread 'lugs." These big lugs catch on ledges and on 

the bottom of muddy or wet areas to provide traction. Most hard-core drivers use 

mud tires because of the superior traction they offer on difficult trails. Except in a 

few situations, mud tires usually perform better in off-road situations than all-terrains. 
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Many Rock Crawlers acknowledge this difference in performance by calling alf- 

terrains 'highway tires." 

FIG: A6 An &-terrain tire is on the lee while a mud tire is on the riqht. 

Low, Low, Low Gearing 

Hills of mind boggling steepness, ledges up to five feet in height, and loads 

of big rocks, these are 'hard core" rock crawlers' favorite driving situations. But to 

competently negotiate these spaces the vehicles must have more than just big tires 

and abundant wheel travel. 1 hey need 'steep gearing." Steep gears are the low 

gear ratios (numerically high: 4.88:1 is lower than 3.50:l) that allow vehicles to 

slowly crawl over large rocks and up steep hills, without lurches from heavy 

applications to the gas pedal. This is because 

putting on larger tires decreases the power the drivetrain delivers to 
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the ground, because the engine. Tcase, transmission, and 
differentials have to work harder to turn the larger tire. To make up for 
this loss of power, the gear ratio of the differentials may need to be 
increased [lowered]. (DeLong, 1 996, 54) 

Lower than stock gearing helps provide additional traction by increasing power 

output, or torque, to the ground-even if larger tires are not being used. 

Drivers with low gears don't have to "punch" the gas to get over or through 

an obstacie. Such tactics can destroy the rig, the terrain, and the driver's 

reputation.13 A slow approach, afforded by low gears, maintains control and is less 

likely to break traction and parts. 

The real key [to tackling rocky and trails) is in proper gearing- 
particularly with a manual-transmission-equipped truck. The slower 
you creep along a trail, the more precise control you have of your 
vehicle. This is why four-and five-speed manual trannies 
[transmissions] with 6:l first-gear ratios are the rage, as are 4:1 
transfer-case conversions and super steep axle gears. (Quinnell, 
1997a, 30) 

Low gearing resulting from these modifications also helps when driving down 

steep inclines. Sometimes an indine is so great that if brakes are used a 4x4's back 

tires may come off the ground. Low gearing provides the vehicle with 'hold-back;" 

this is the ability to slow a vehicle using gearing rather than brakes. (Think of driving 

30mph in first gear. The drastic, lurching, slowing that happens when you abruptly 

let off the gas is caused by hold-back.) Some vehicles have gearing so steep that 

their drivers have to use the gas pedal to drive d m  hills. On the Lion's Back, a 

steep and treacherous obstacle in Moab, many vehicles only use gearing to slow 

their progress dawn the hill. 'Ridingn the brakes could wear them out, or warp them 

l 3  See chapters five and six for discussions concerning acceptable driving habits. 
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DRIVE-TRAIN OF STANDARD 4WEEEL DRIVE 

B 

-4: Tie B: Frame 
C: Front axle D: Front axle Merent id 
E: Rear axle F: Rear axle differemat 
G. Transrmss~on H: Transfer case 
I: Front drive shafi J: Rear drive shaft 
K: En_@ne 

FIG: 4.7 

from the heat generated. 

Low gearing can be accomplished by replacing gears in the axle differentials 

(fig: 4.7). Another way to drop the gear ratio is using a transmission or transfer 

case*I4 with low gears (fig: 4.7). A newly evolving technology entails replacing the 

stock gears in some transmissions or transfer cases with lower aftermarket sets. 

For instance: I replaced the gear-set in my stock Ford 'C4 automatic transmission 

I' The transfer case is responsible for lowering the gear ratio for 4-wheel drive 
and splitting the power between the front and rear axles. 
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with a set normally used in drag racing. This provided me with an 18% lower than 

stock first gear; second gear is 12% lower than stock. Third gear remains stock for 

comfortable highway driving. Transfer case kits are used to drop gearing more 

drastically. One of these is available for Samurais; it drops the 4-wheel drive low 

gearing by 1 12%! A new gear-set was recently developed to drop Jeep Wrangler 

and Cherokee transfer case gearing by 50%. And a transfer case kit for Toyotas 

has an incredible 106% drop. These kits make it possible to build vehicles boasting 

4-wheel drive ratios as low as 200: 1, a feat thought impossible in the late 1980s. 

Reliable Fuel Delivery 

Extreme terrain is filled with excessively steep climbs, inching over and 

between objects, moving along trails that seem like mere footpaths along cliffs, and 

crawling across bad side angles known as 'off-cambers." In such situations it is 

imperative that engines run smoothly and reliably. If an engine quits, more than a 

paint-job may be at stake-lives could be in danger. While most drivers don't think 

of the death extreme, they do seek engines that provide reliable power. 

Carburetors are often the subject of modifications designed to prevent them 

from failing to supply the engine with gasoline while bouncing over rugged terrain. 

Some makes-which are favored on hot rods and race cars-are problematical off- 

road. A few carburetor brands, however, are better at avoiding trail-induced fuel 

starvation than others. Special modifications-many of which come from off-road 
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ra~ing'~-also help carbs to deliver fuel smoothly to the engine. Many people with 

carburetted rigs, however, have found that the best way to ensure reliable fuel 

delivery is to use a fuel regulator. These units are installed along the fuel line 

(between the gas tank and the arb )  and only allow enough gas into the a r b  to be 

used by the engine. Fuel regulators don't give the carb enough gas to allow it to 

slosh out of the bowls while going over rocky terrain, or to spill out while inching up 

and down steep inclines. Fuel regulators frequently have the added benefit of 

providing enhanced gas mileage. 

Matt Smith was having trouble with his Jeep's engine 'dying" while attempting 

steep climbs. After one extremely frustrating trip he installed a fuel regulator; he 

reported that it "completely stopped my problem." I was so impressed with his claims 

that I purchased one for my Bronco. Before installing the fuel regulator, one rough 

trail had caused my engine to die more than 60 times in a four hour period. (It was 

so frustrating that I started to count the number of times my motor died.) After the 

installation, it only died three times during an entire day on the same trail. 

To avoid the carburetion hassle, many drivers replace their stock 

carburetionlengine systems with fuel injected motors. 'Injected motors" always 

supply a perfect amount of gas to the engine--sometimes even if the rig is upside 

down. Additionally, throttle response, or the immediacy and sensitivity of engine 

reaction to input from the gas pedal, is unbeatable with these systems- This means 

heightened control. Added to the control dimension is the fact that high altitudes do 

A different Cwheel drive community. 
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not adversely affect injected motors. The thin air at high altitudes renders 

carburetted motors sluggish-throttle response is unpredictable. Wth injected 

motors, elevation makes little difference; drivers frequenting a range of altitudes 

favor the units for this benefit. 

Many Jeep owners, like Charlie Copsey and Chris Stephens, use fuel injected 

motors from Corvettes. Trans-Ams, and full-sized Chevrolet pick-up trucks also 

regularly supply fuel injected engines for Jeeps or Land Cruisers. Owners of older- 

style "vintagen Ford Broncos, like Shannon Shirk, use injected units from Mustangs. 

Full-sized Ford pick-up trucks also occasionally supply them. The reason for these 

specific choices is ease of installation or compatibility of parts. 

Bullet-Proof Drive Train 

Having a 'bullet-proof rig refers to the vehicle's ability to resist breaking-down 

while enduring off-mad extremes. The term bullet-proof, then, is used to connotate 

a rig's indestructible nature. And a rig's drive train is the chain-like combination of 

engine-transmission-transhr case-drive shafts-and axles (fig: 4.7). Basically it forms 

the route through which a vehicle's power flows from the engine to the ground. 

Having a bullet-proof drive train, then, is more complex than merely incorporating 

one part or one modification into one's rig. It entails building the entire engine-to- 

axles system with parts that are k m - v i a  personal experience or traditionally held 

wisdom-to be strong and reliable under heavyduty usage. 

Transmissions, axles, engines, transfer cases, builders constantly replace or 
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rebuild these parts. As soon as one part is 'beefed-up" it shifts the stresses of tough 

driving along to the next weakest part Builders must carefully consider the strength 

of each part in the chain so as not to put too much pressure on one single link. 

When this occurs, that one link is likely to snap while off-road. And. of course. as 

Murphy's Law holds, it will always be as far from a town as possible. 

To ensure a bullet-proof drive train, builders incorporate parts from a host of 

sources. Shannon Shirk utilized parts from many rigs on his 1968 Ford Bronco. The 

fuel injected engine came from a late model Ford Mustang; power flows from it 

through an automatic transmission that was borrowed from a newer model year 

Bronco. The transfer case came from yet another model year Bronco. The axles 

under Shannon's rig were built using a host of parts from multiple vehicle 

manufacturers including, Ford, Chevrolet, and International Harvester. The resulting 

patchwork of parts forms a system that he feels is reliable in nearly any situation. 

Roll-Over Protection 

All off-road rigs must have some form of roll-over protection. 'Rollingn is not 

something Rock Crawlers plan to do, but when driving in radical environments 

precautions must be taken: "It may not be realistic to expect most sport-ute owners 

to put a big piece of ugly black pipe inside their expensive rigs, but if you're going to 

be climbing a lot of hills. you'd better do it anywayn (DeLong. 1996. 47). Vehicles 

with 'roofsw (non-removable tops) don't present a problem to passenger safety 

because their factory tops provide protection. Open-air rigs-those with removable 
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FIG: 4.8 A Jeep climb& Porno Selbd Hill loses traction and to roll. Notice that it only has a roll bar 
(no cage kit) and because of this the windshield folds over as it rolls down the hill- (Courtesy Mark Milner) 

FIG: 4 9  (Courtesy Mark Milner) 
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FIG: 4.10 (Courtesy Mark Milner) 

FIG: 4. 11 (Courtesy Mark Milner) 
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FIG: 4.12 ib can be seen here, the roll bar has not folded over, but there is no cage kit to ~ratect the f i a t  of the 
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tops-do present problems to passenger safety. Thus, protection must come in the 

form of a roll bar. A roll-bar is a large tubular hoop arching over the passengers at ' 

windshield level (figs: 4.84.13). It is usually mounted in the vicinity of the rear wheel 

wells inside the vehicle. Some extra-strong units go through the body and mount 

directly to the vehicle's frame. 

Roll-bars provide a moderate degree of protection, but in the event of a bad 

roll, or a roll in extremely arduous terrain they may fold. To avoid this, many Rock 

Crawlers add a rollcage to the roll-bar. A roll-cage is welded to the roll bar and 

passes over the occupants. A second hoop is placed directly behind the front 

windshield. The 'cage kit" fully encircles the occupants, keeping them safe? 

During the 1994 Moab Easter Jeep Safan Chris Stephens lead the Hell's 

Revenge trail. As vehicles attempted to climb a formidable obstacle known as 

Potato Salad Hill, he spotted a topless vintage Bronco with no roll-bar or roll cage 

and was aghast that 'anyone awld be that stupid." Chris immediately informed the 

owner that he was not allowed to continue on the trail ride without a roll-bar. Two 

years later he was still unable to believe that a person would drive without any roll- 

over protection, and recalled the Hell's Revenge incident as 'one of the dumbest 

things I've ever seen." 

The Red Rock CWheeiem proudly assert that thanks to rollbarlroll cage 

protection, no one on an officially sanctioned Easter Jeep Safan trail ride has ever 

been killed. People do, however, occasionally get into situations where such 

'" A roll-cage saved my l i fe when I rolled my 1968 Bronco during a freeway 
accident in 1989. 
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protection is not enough. Deaths do rarely occur. but due to the infrequency of such 

accidents, none of my informants have been present when-an trail disaster lead to 

a death. Rumors do occasionally circulate about such accidents, and one garage 

in Moab--with a specially constructed towlretrieval vehicle-has a wall devoted to 

photos of accidents that have occurred on Moab area trails. Many of the wrecks 

depicted on this wall resulted in deaths. 

Important 'Extrasw 

Although there is constant debate among builders about whether the following 

modfications are 'required.* they do not always fall into the changes necessary for 

a rig to be regarded as competent. However, they do regularly appear on rock 

crawlers that frequent arduous terrain. Builders routinely modify, add, or replace: 

body armor, winches, lighting, and axle differentials. 

Body armor comprises a host of protective bolt-ons owners can add to a rig 

to safeguard it against rock damage. Favorite armor among many are 'nerf bars." 

Nerf bars are thick steel tubes that extend out from the frame between the tires and 

directly below the rocker panel (fig: 4.14). These tubes protect the bottom of the rig 

from rock damage. After the front tire moves over a rock or log, the area on the 

vehide body just behind the tire is prone to coming down hard on that object. With 

nerf bars, instead of causing body damage, the object strikes the nerf bar and then 

slides, or *nerfs," along it rather than the body. Cole Quinnell advises: 'You can 

protect the rocker panels on your ... truck from damage with nerf bars. They 
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FIG: 4.14 Nerf bars under the body protect the rocker panels of the Neilsen's Jeep. (Courtesy Jim Broadbent) 

decrease your clearance, but the thousands of dollars worth of body damage they 

save is worth itw (1997a, 30). 

Bumpers are also modified or replaced. The object is to provide strength and 

protection while also increasing approach and depart~re angles. Approach and 

departure angles are the amount of overhang* extending off the ends of a vehide 

past the tires (fig: 4.15). '' Large overhangs scrape on objects. This can damage 

both terrain and vehicle. Additionally, it is not uncommon for a rig with significant 

overhang to get caught because the bumpers have wedged onto something (fig: 

4.16). Placing bumpers as tight to the front and rear of the rig as possible is 

" Increasing approach and departure angles is another reason for lifting the height 
of a rock crawler. 
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FIG: 4.15 Approach and deparnue angles. 

FIG: 4.16 A Bronco catches its rear bumper on the rock of Frenchie 's Fin as it tries to climb a hill on fins 'N' 
Things trail. The bumper wedged so tightly that the tires could not obtain enough traction to pull it free. Other 
participants had to work together to dislodge it 
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advisable. Leaving as much tire openly exposed as possible at the front of the n'g 

is also a bonus-this leaves space to approach large rocks with the path to the tire 

unobstructed. 

Powerful lighting is a must for night driving, and stock headlights are simply 

not strong enough to do the job. The reason stock headlights fail is because they 

are not bright enough, thus throwing shadows across the trail. Dangerous 

irregularities in the terrain hide within shadows cast by boulders or ruts. Drivers not 

seeing these lurking dangers could navigate their rig directly into (or onto) one. 

Brilliant aftermarket off-road lights flood the terrain with illumination, obliterating the 

possibilw of danger lurking within a shadow. These lights can be placed on top of 

the rig, but tree branches often rip them off. Many serious drivers place them on the 

bumper or the pillars at the windshield sides. Some use another option, more 

powerful off-road headlights. Stock units are 45 watts on low and 60 watts on high. 

Several companies now produce race headlights that 'crankn 80 watts on low and 

100 watts on high. One company even makes a headlight that produces 90 watt 

lows and 130 watt high beams. These stronger headlights are exceptional for night 

time off-road use. 

Winches are an option for some and a necessity for others. This depends 

upon the trails one frequents. New trails are becoming increasingly difficult and 

mandate the presence of winches: 'There's nothing like a winch to pull you out of a 

stuck situation. It should be one of the first add-ons you buyn (DeLong, 1996, 49). 

The Sledgehammer trail is so boulder-strewn that vehicles without winches might get 

impossibly wedged between the rocks in many locations. In fact this has occurred 
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to some drivers within twenty feet of the trail's head! The Surprise Canyon trail has 

waterfalls in excess of fifteen feet tall which must be climbed- Wfihout a winch this 

trail would be equally impenetrable. Usually they are placed on top of the front 

bumper (figs: 3.5, 3.7, 3.18, 3-26), but drivers now use them on the backs of their 

rigs too. 

Locking axle differentials are the premier "extran that one can add to a rig. 

In fact. many, like Chris Stephens, feel that a vehicle must have them to be 

competently built. Chris has repeatedly stated that 'locking diffsn are the most 

important modification a driver can make to a rig. Also known as "lockers," they are 

the ultimate in providing traction for extreme driving. Lockers are devices that 

replace stock axle differentiation units to negate much of their differentiation. This 

means both wheels on a locker-equipped axle nearly always turn in tandem. 

With a locker-equipped axle on twisted, broken, and rocky terrain, where 

wheels regularly lift off the ground--no matter how good wheel travel is-traction is 

constantly maintained. This does not occur with stock 'open" differentials, which 

always route power to the wheel with the least traction. Consequently, when rigs 

with stock axles get "in a bind," lifting a tire high off the ground, the open axle will 

send power to the tire languishing in the air rather than the one planted on the trail. 

By comparison, a "lockedw axle routes power to the wheel on the ground and the one 

in the air. 'To send maximum power to your wheels, you need to prevent the 

unloaded wheel from spinning, and the way you do this is to lock the open 

differential" (Delong. 1996, 51 ). With power to the ground. the 'locked-upn rig will 

pull itself through the difficult area, while an 'open" rig will not (fig: 4.17). Having a 
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.Wes wth  "open" differentds .Ues modified with "Iockers" 

Ri$t wheels spin: 
no traction found 

Both heels spin: 
left tires obtaxn d o n  

FIG: 4.17 Performance differences between locking differentials and stock "open" dd3mtds. 

"locking differential and a strong axle assembly [are considered by many to be] 

crucial" (Quinnell, 1997a, 30). 

This consewative body of ideas and concepts concerning vehicles and their 

overall form is the source for rock crawler building traditions (Jones: 1989, 23645, 

250). Such concepts are so ingrained within the ethos of the community that they 

seem to members like self-evident truths (Herman, 1984, 68-9). These"truthsn 

constitute "an adherence to a traditional base concept-a specrfic structure of 

components-and an employment of a traditional set of rules that prescribe a range 

of additive and subtractive variation" (Glassie: 1974, 231 ). The tradition, and hence 

the range of these personal approaches, is always in transition. For instance, as late 
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as 1993 most serious Rock Cravders eschewed tires taller than 35 inches in height. 

In fact, most rigs sported 3 3  tall tires. It was commonly felt that tires greater than 

35 inches lifted vehicles too tall to effectively perform in many off-road contexts due 

the 4x4's resulting higher center of gravity. 

However, at the 1996 Moab Easter Jeep Safari an inordinate number of 

vehicles with tires 36 and even 38 inches in height were being used (fig: 4.18). 

Although most vehicles still ride on 33 inch tall tires, larger sizes are now accepted 

and are regularly utilized due to new suspension and body modifications-not to 

mention pressures placed on drivers by increasingly difficult trails. Despite rock 

crawlers being traditional creations, their 'continurty" does not generate a stagnant 

pattern (Griffith, 165). Traditional vehicle forms, as noted, are in constant flux. 

Malleability inherent to the buifd-up tradition results from the demands placed on rigs 

FIG: 4.18 From left to right: 3 1" tire, 33" tire, 35" tire, 36" tire. and a 38" tire stands next to Qutnn Mortensen 



Chapter Four ' 267 

and drivers by new and more difficuft contemporary trails, the availability of updated 

technologies, and personal innovation. 

ELABORATED CODES 

There is tremendous variation in the configuration of 4x4s. This lack of static 

forms within the corpus of vehicles is due to what are known as Elaborated codes 

(Bemstein, 62). Elaborated cddes are 'characterized by low.. .predictabilityw (Upton, 

1979, 180). Essentially, this aspect of the building process is where builders 

"elaborate" on the conservative assumptions from which they work. They choose 

'from many ... alterations which allow [them] to express [their] experience in a 

particularized, differentiating manner" (1 80). '* Simply stated, once individuals decide 

to build a rig and tacitly assume the restricted codes (suspension, tire size, gearing 

changes, etc ...), they are then free to decide how these codes can be implemented 

(Bernstein, 62; Jones, 1989, 126-31 ; Taft, 1 12, 127). Beginning with these basic 

tenets, builders have a plethora of choices from which to choose. 

The range and combination of elaborated codes brought together in one 

vehicle is what makes it distinctive and personal (as well as a discourse on the type 

of terrain the driver frequents). Thus, tradition neither implies stagnance nor 

'' Concerning this dynamic, David Pye has noted: "Free workmanship shows thaf 
while design is a matter of imposing order on things, the intended results of design can 
ofien be achieved perfectly well w-thout the workman being denied spontaneity and 
unstudied improvisation" ( 1 968, 7 1 ). 
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archaism. lg Some driven may opt for taller suspension lifts to fit larger tires. Others 

may use a 'shorter" lift and cut their vehicles' wheel wells-the sheet metal around 

the wheels-to make morn for larger tires. Many drivers opt for suspension 

'packages" produced by companies like Rancho. SupeM. Trail Master. Teraflex. 

Wild Horses, and others, as the basis for a new suspension. Currently, complex 

modifications using stock springs also provide excellent off-road handling benefits. 

Many drivers achieve low gear ratios by using very low gearing in their 

'pumpkinsn (ade differentials). Others, wishing to spread the strain of lower gears2' 

throughout the drive train, also lower gearing in the transmission or even the transfer 

case. Some people simply use a stock roll-bar for occupant safety, while others 

weld complex roll-cages-which come in kits or can be custom-built-into their rigs. 

The point is. basic concepts controlling rudimentary vehicle form (restricted 

codes) are only the beginnings of vehicle modification. Individual creativity and 

expertise is evinced thrwgh 'play" with the possibilities presented by the elaborated 

codes, or the range of approaches possible to solve each morphological problem 

besetting builders (Bodand & Livesay. 40; Briggs, 7; Hubka. 431). Henry Glassie's 

discussion of architectural variation among English and German house types 

touches upon the process of combining culturally transmined concepts abwt space 

to produce new house forms. This description could easily describe vehicle builders: 

'' Hubka's article "Just Folks Designing ..." refutes the idea that traditional 
building methods emasculate the artist. 

'O Lower gearing is smaller in size, lessening its relative strength. By using gears 
which are not as low in many drivetrain locations-instead of very low gearing in just one 
place-the over-all strength of one's drivetrain is retained. 
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[Each rig) is an inventory of learned concepts. The [creation] process 
consists of seleding from among ... concepts, some of them new, some 
of them old.. .Some concepts are fully accepted, some are modified. 
some are tom apart and combined with others, and some are rejected. 
(1986, 41 1-12) 

For Rock Crawlers, the breaking apart. combination, and modification of wnstruction 

techniques is initiated by asking questions such as: How high should the suspension 

be lifted? How should the lift be accomplished? Should the tires be 33 inches tall, 

35 inches, or bigger? The range and variety of modification choices are limited only 

by one's imagination or wallet. 

Following is a discussion of six rock cmukrs. and the process by which each 

amved at its form. Only general modifications are outlined because a full description 

of any one vehicle would require readers to have an extensive automotive 

background. Additionally, each rig would require its own lengthy chapter. For a 

graphic depiction of the desired outcome for each vehicle modification see the 

performance correlatives table included at the end of each vehicle discussion. By 

locating the 4x4's performance cofrelatives (ie: suspension, tires, or gearing) on the 

chart, readers can compare choices made by the builders. The differing selections 

made by builders for each correlative hint at the range of modifications possible. 

Photos depict each Jeep's different stance, and structural differences. 

Several driven even took me to photo locations that would 'show off what [their] rig 

can do." Jim Broadbent produced an itemized list of future modifications, which is 

included. The list was already in existence at the time of our interview; copies were 

merely made available to me. The existence of this list-whether readers understand 

its specific lexicon or not-attests to the continually fluctuating rock crawler f m .  



Chapter Four * 270 

The rigs rarely keep a single morphology for extended periods. Driven constantly 

reconfigure them in an unending quest to bring their form into harmony with the 

requirements placed upon them by the outback. In fact, the following vehicles will 

not be recognizable as the same units appearing in the photos by the time this 

dissertation is defended. 

Each rig is captured here in one phase of a continuous process. Jim 

Broadbent's and Charlie Copsey's vehicles underwent major suspension changes 

just months after my interviews and photo shoots. Matt Smith's Jeep now has a 

brilliant-white fiberglass body; this replaces the rust scarred one he had at the time 

of the photo shoot. Focusing on 'the mechanicals," Matt told me the body was his 

"last priority;" but when the mechanical changes to his 4x4 were 'nearly finished" a 

car slammed into his driver's side one morning as he drove to work. Matt took this 

'opportunityw to replace the Jeep's body with a rust-proof fiberglass unit. In 1997, 

Ed lsaacson re-painted his Jeep, changing the steel-grey paint seen in the following 

photos to teal-green. He also added a two inch body lift* to provide more room for 

his tires. In January, 1997, Victor Mokler discussed a list of changes that he made 

to his rig since we met during the Jeep Safari in 1996. One of these changes was 

a new motor. Initially, my impulse was inctude the most recent information on each 

4x4. Then I realized that this quest alone is worthy of a thesis. 

I have limited this discussion to Jeeps. By confining the review to Jeep 

vehicles. I can focus upon the actual morphology of the rigs rather than becoming 

mired in explications concerning the differing suspension designs between various 



Chapter Four ' 271 

vehicle manufadurers. This strategy has benefits and drawbacks. The benefits are 

that readers will easily see the similarities and differences between the building 

strategies of the various individuals. A sense of continuity is thus created through 

listing a series of analogous rigs. The drawback is that without seeing the full range 

of vehicles, and their attending modification strategies, readers may regard the small 

selection below-and hence all rock crawlers-as a group of nearly identical vehicles. 

This they definitely are not. 

Each vehicle manufacturer generates schools of thought. For instance, 

modified Jeeps often sport desirable Dana '300" transfer cases. This is because 

they came stock in Jeeps for several years; they are transplanted with relative ease 

into Jeeps that did not come with one. However, vintage Ford Broncos-like 

Shannon Shirk's-are rarely found with Dana '300" transfer cases because the 

extensive modifications required for installation are not worth the benefits the unit 

provides. Instead, Bronco owners opt for a different 't-casen that suits their needs 

and is relatively easy to install- This transfer case, not coincidentally, is rarely found 

in Jeep vehicles. 

White reading about the following Jeeps, keep in mind that the smallest 

morphological differences produce rigs that not only differ visually, but handle in 

radically diverse fashions. An inch of suspension travel or height can make the 

difference between a vehicle that finishes a trail and one that does not. Each driver 

below uses parts he believes to be reliable. The different aspects of each vehicle 

have been orchestrated to form a whole that functions as a single unit. Each Jeep 

represents a well crafted vehicle; some are built for tougher trail action than others, 
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but all suit their owners, who know the landscape into which they venture. 

Jim & Justin Broadbent's 1987 Jeep Wrangler 

Jim and his son, Justin, like driving extreme trailsV2' therefore their rig is 

modified to perform well on any difficulties they encounter. To accomplish this task 

they drive a 1987 Jeep Wrangler. Jim chose the Wrangler because its size 'allows 

it to get into tight spots easily." Smaller vehicle sizes usually provide more 

maneuverability. Besides. a bigger vehicle was not needed for the two of them. 

(They are now building a larger Jeep Scrambler to provide roam for full-family trips.) 

The suspension was one of the first aspects of the vehicle to be modified. 

Jim has had at least three different systems on the Wrangler. One spring set-up 

gave all the flex h e  needed off-road, but it was so soft that Jim was 'scared [he) 

would roll (the vehicle] on steep hills." The system they now use is what they want 

and is comprised of soft one inch lift Rancho Suspension springs mounted over the 

axle. This gives the Jeep approximately six inches of highly flexible, yet controlled, 

suspension lift. 

One inch lift shackles were used to mount the springs to the frame. The 

spring-over operation provided approximately six or seven inches of lift; this affords 

'' Trail difficulty is rated by the Red Rock 4-meeiers on a I to 4+ scale ( I ,  2 ,3 ,  
3+. 3, St ) .  A 1 level trail is no more than a dirt road, while a 4 is much like that 
described at the opening of this chapter. A 3 or 3+ rated trail is very difficult but can be 
managed by a moderately built rig. In Moab, some trails are rated 4+ and have five foot 
[edges that must be climbed or dropped off. Such trails can only be completed by the 
best drivers who drive the most highly modified vehicles. 
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ample room for the extensive wheel travel which the set-up provides. It also 

provides clearance so the body will not get rockdarnaged on tough trails. The 

suspension is damped with adjustable Rancho '9000 shocks to provide a ride that 

can be tuned to suit any terrain. The suspension combination provides so much 

wheel travel in the rear that the gas tank had to be altered to allow the axle's full 

range of movement without making contact and ripping a hde in it. This suspension 

lift has been combined with a one inch body-lift. M y  lifts are another way of raising 

the body height from the ground. This is accomplished by placing a spacer between 

the frame and body. The body and suspension lifts provide enough room for 35 inch 

tall and 12.5 inch wide Kelly 'Mud Terrain" tires (33 inch BFGoodrich 'All-Terrainn 

tires are used for daily driving on the street). 

To keep gearing low with the 35 inch tall tires. the Broadbents opted to 

replace the Jeep's stock 354.1 axle gears with 4.56:1 sets. This extremely low ratio 

provides more than enough power in any situation. But gearing is not enough for the 

type of 4-wheeling they do, they also needed strength. So instead of merely 

replacing the gears in the stodc axles, the Broadbents replaced both axles with units 

from heavier trucks. The fmnt is now a Dana '44*," which was taken from a half-ton 

Ford pickup truck; the rear axle is a reverse c W  Dana '60"' which was taken from 

the back of a 314 ton Chevy pick-up truck. These axles provide strength in situations 

that would destroy stock Wrangler axles. 

This strength means safety and security in dangerous locations on trails far 

from town. While the new axles w e e  being built. Jim and Justin had another major 
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modification installed: lockers. Both axles contain ARB "Air Lockers. " These units 

give drivers the ability to fully override the differentiation in the axle. providing 

traction to both Weds on each axle, by merely pushing a button. This modification 

means that all tires continually pull the vehicle, even if one (or even two) tires is in 

the air. The Broadbents knew that for the type of trails they frequent stock "open" 

differentials could never provide the continual traction they need. 

The axles boast another major modification: a custom four-wheel disc brake 

system. They were installed to help the Wrangler maintain control through deep 

water crossings like those on Fordyce Creek (F map 1). one of Jim's favorite trails. 

Rivers get the stock rear drum brakes wet, rendering them useless. The brakes 

were also installed with the steep inclines of Moab, Utah, in mind. Drum brakes heat 

up under constant usage; disc brakes stay much cooler. Cool brakes are effective 

brakes- The rear drums on the Broadbents' Jeep were replaced with discs taken 

from a Cadillac. The front a>dels stodc discs were replaced with a set from a 314 ton 

GMC pick up truck. Both sets are the largest that could be found and provide 

reliable "stop on a dime" braking- 

The transfer case of their Jeep was also chosen with off-road usage in mind. 

It is a Dana "300" unit taken from an earlier model Jeep CJ. The new "t-case" was 

used instead of the stock Wrangler unit because of its increased strength; it also 

offered modification options not available for the stock t-case at the time of the 

modification. The Broadbents felt its versatility and increased strength made it a 

logical choice. This new unit was then mated to a New Venturn "4500" manual 
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transmission. The new transmission was taken from a 314 ton Chevy pick up. It 

seemed a logical choice for the Broadbents for two major reasons: (1) It is an 

extremely heavy-duty transmission that is not likely to break under rock crawling 

extremes, and (2) because of its low 6-53 'granny low"" first gear. Such incredibly 

low gearing, when combined with the axle gears. creates a rock crawler capable of 

inching over or through anything without hardly a touch to the gas pedal. Such 

smooth transfer of power is something to be envied in tough terrain. Extremely low 

gearing also means the Wrangler has great 'hold-backn on steep Moab trail 

descents. 

The engine is currently the stock Jeep Wrangler ' 2 5 6  straight 6 cylinder. 

Although Jim is planning on replacing it with a Corvette 'L-98" fuel-injected motor, 

he has been relatively pleased with the stock unit. This does not mean, however, 

that it is in its stock form. It was 'tweakedn to provide 'a few extra horse-power" with 

additions such as a headerlafter-market carburetorfair filter corn bination. This allows 

more air to flow through the engine, providing increased horse-power, quicker 

throttle response, and reliable performance off-road. 

The Broadbents use the stock roll-bar to protect the rig's occupants. And to 

make the Wrangler sew-sufficient, they added many other modifications. One of the 

best is the Link An: welding system mounted under the hood. This system, running 

-4 -I -- "Granny low" is a term used by Rock Crawlers to denote extremely low 
eearing. Such a first gear is actually too low to be used on the street and is skipped 
C 

during the normal progression o f  shifting. But during rock crawling this gear provides an 
e~aernely slow and controlled movement through difficult terrain. It eliminates the need 
for harsh or quick bunts of speed which could lurch the rig into a trouble situation. 
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off the Wrangler's power-boosted electrical system, allows them to weld broken 

parts back together on the trail. Such systems save hours of walking or towing to 

get the rig to a shop. Instead. broken axles. the frame, bumpers, etc...can be 

mended right on the trail. Other drivers who break parts can also benefit from Jim's 

system. 

"Nerf bars" have been installed to protect the Jeep from jagged rocks. In 

some cases-like on Sledgehammer trail-Jim uses the nerf bars to slide along large 

rocks that would rip his rocker panels. The 9000 pound winch on the front of the 

Jeep also helps get the rig out of off-road binds. In fad. trails such as Surprise 

Canyon, Jackhammer, and Sledgehammer cannot be run without the aid of a good 

winch. The Jeep also sports a set of Dick Cepek off-road lights for plenty of 

illumination on rides lasting into the night. For future modifications, see Jim's list of 

planned changes (figs: 4.21a, 4-21 b). 

Jim frequents some of the most extreme and difficult trails in the western 

states- His jeep has been modified so as to perform well in any of these situations. 

Between the Summer of 1996. when Jim was interviewed, and the Summer of 1997, 

when this chapter was written. Jim has fully changed his suspension two or three 

times. After learning that 'the new suspension did well on rocks, like in Dakota-but 

did not do well on the steep climbs like at Moabn (8f511997)-Jim changed his 

suspension back to a relatively conservative four inch tall spring underaxle design. 

Returning from the 1997 Dakota ChaHenge he reported that his articulation was not 

as extensive as it had been with his most radical suspension. but that he frequented 
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Moab the most, 'so it should be set-up to perfarm best theren (8/5/1997). 

Jim has tried many set-ups on his rig. Each one has played with construction 

rules to achieve the benefits he has felt to be important on the trail. After going from 

mild to wild, he is back to using the best form for the terrain he frequents the most. 

Jim adds, "it did well [in Dakota] this year. I only had a fuel pump go out on me 

there..-and we fixed that on the trailn (8/5/1997)- 
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RC: 4.19 The Brwioents' Jeep SIZS in the desert (Courtesy of Jim B d o e n t )  

FIG: 1 2 0  J w t h  shows off the Wrang!er's extensive f h t  whed travel Notice the winch and nerf bars. 
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Wrangler Decisions after Safari 4- 6-96 

Reposition front brake lines 
Fabricate or buy and install heavy duty front shock mounts 
a. repair shock right front 
Emergency brake cable ins tall (ordered Six States) 
Jamboree Rack mounts install on tire camet 
Oil leak rear differential 
HPC front and rear differential covers 
Suspect power steering pump may be going out 
Left front Super Winch hub / ARB is not working 
Cap ends of nerf bars 
Rancho gauge doesn't light up 
Install Ready Air and Tank (have) with air hose Quick connect 
Roll Bar 
a. cosmetic Wrangler style with seat belts and bar padkovers 
b. Maintain sound bar. soft top; and hard top features 
c. interior lighting on front roll bar 
Carburet01 
a. runs black smoke 
b. sometimes diesels 
c. kills on steep vertical 
d. Jack has other jets 
Gas tank will fill to full only if take time ... tank acts like an air 
pocket inside ... air vent blockage 1 5  before? 
Remove and sale AMC 258 cc 4.2 L 6 cylinder engine etc. *** 
Remove and sale Center Force clutch. adapter. and NV 4500 
transmission *** 
Install L-98 engine l harness / Camam radiator (hove) 
a. steel or steel braided hoses 
b. sensors # 

c. gauges 
Install 700R4 Corvette transmissioq / harness ( k v e )  
a. LOKAR shifter and dash light indicator 
Fuel pressurn pump and gauge (hove) 
Dual exhaust 
Drive shafts 
a. balanced 
b. new heavy duty cv - Tom Woods *** 
Axle Perch / Differential angle correction ** * 
Steering castor / toe-in and s?eering wheel alignment 
I want anti-sway bar for highway / JKS Quick discomect 
Half-doors 

FIG: 4.2 la Jim's planned modifications. (Courtesy Jim Broadbent) 
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a. Best top uppr balf gutter style 
Cosmetic things for Wrangler 
a. floor board 
b. carpet 
Other items to buy and install (JMB): 

Mepco SW-1 Hone Super seats (other?) 
Master Rack dash rack 
Turn console 
Confer trunk or Delta box 
Coder under seat box 
Mepco speaker boxes (?) 
(3B 
(Jacobs/ Wrangler Products wire assembly) 
amplifier 
velcro grab handles 
rewire driving lights heavier wire 
rear back-up light - - 

car phone console/ parts 
Parts to retum to Mt. West: (Justin) 
a. Scrambler top 
b. body lift kit 
c. exchange Safari cover for rail gutter type 
Spare Parts: 
1. front drive shaft *** 
2. rear drive shaft *I* 
3. Ujointsfront 
4. U joints rear 
5 .  U joints straps 
6. ARB valves 
7. ARB control switch 
8. Right front axle and knuckle / U joint 
9. Left front axle and knuckle / U joint 
Wrangler / Scrambler - fit Wrangler top if; not possible buy the U 
7 hard top and doors at this time * ** use money from sale of 
Scrambler hardtop $1000 - $1200; doors $300; Wrangler engine 
assembly $1 100 -1300, NV 4500 and Center Force clutch and 
Advanced Adapter plate $2oOe$2200; approximately $4000.- 
$4500.; =parts monev for Wraneler conversion flabor and 
miscellaneous narts) and remainder toward Scrambler 
FO~~OW-up de 
a. Scrambler fenders etc. -Gary 
b- 454 Wiring harness -Dave 
c. 454 TBI -Dave 

FIG: 4 2 1  b lim*s planned mOdifiCaddILS amtinucd. (Courtesy Jim Broadbent) 
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Matt Smith's 1980 Jeep CJ-7 

Like the Broadbents, Matt Smith is a member of the Lone Peak 4-M/heelers. 

But the similarity of dub affiliation does not mean that the Jeeps are modified alike. 

Matt chose a 1980 Jeep CJ-7 instead of a Wrangler for his build-up. This choice 

resulted from hrvo factors. First, Matt wanted a small, agile, rig for the back country; 

and second. it had to be affordable for his family budget. He found what he was 

looking for in the CJ-7 he currently drives. It was small and fit into his budget. 

The first modification Matt made to the Jeep was replacing the stock 

suspension with a softer one to improve its rock crawling capabilities. He chose a 

set of 2.5 inch Rancho Suspension springs. Combining this lift with one inch taller 

shackles provided approximately 3.5 inches of suspension lift. Movement of the new 

springs is damped by a set of adjustable Rancho '9000 shocks. Like the 

Broadbents, Matt has found the versatility of these shocks to be noteworthy. This 

lift is relatively mild, but Matt has found that it serves him well. Recently he has 

attempted more difficult trails and is planning on replacing the springs with a set of 

3.5 inch SupedM units. He believes these will give him a taller stance over the 33 

inch tall Dick CepekmMud Country IIn tires that he purchased during the Summer of 

1996 (fig: 4.23). He also thinks the SupeMt springs will give an even softer and 

more compliant ride- 

Matt retained his stock axles. But the gears were changed from the stock 

3.5: I s to a low 4.56: 1 set. These law gears are excellent for crawling over the rocky 



Chapter Four 283 

FIG: 4.23 David Mosher mounts a set of new tires on -Mart's Jeep at .Mmrnain Wed m-Raad Strpply Inc. 
- - - - - - - - - 

&in he enjoys When repbcing the gears, Matt installed a L O C - R ~ ~ M  locker in the 

rear axfe. Like the ARB 'Air Lockers" in the Broadbents' axles, the unit in Matt's axle 

provides traction to both tires. But this unit differs from ARB lockers because it 

cannot be turned on and off. Matt noted that he needs a locker for the trails he does 

and that the Loc-R@M perfoms well and fits his budget The differential in his mnt 

axle is the stock 'open" unit. 

The stock Dana '300 transfer case is retained because Matt feels-as do 

many-that its perfanname simply cannot be beaten. It is strong and provides good 

gear reduction. Matt figures he has the best unit available and does not need to 

change it. His stock transmission, however, was not as desirable. It was discarded 

and a Borg Warner "T-5" manual unit from a 1984 Jeep was installed. This 
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transmission provides Matt with the low gearing and strength needed for tough back- 

country driving. Although he is currently planning to replace this unit with one that 

has a 5th gear for freeway driving-Matt says that the 55 mph (maximum speed) 

highway drives to the trails with his low geared Jeep are a nightrnare-the off-road 

performance has been exemplary. 

Much of Matt's time has been spent on his rig's motor. When asked why he 

spent so much time on it, he commented that this resutted from his love for hot rods. 

He decided to keep the stock Pontiac 151 'Im Duke" 4 cylinder engine for his build- 

up. The 4 cylinder, while giving good gas mileage. also provides a respectable 

platform for a toque producing power source: this means that Matt will have reliable 

power while crawling at slaw trail speeds. The engine has been thoroughly re-built. 

On top of the engine, a Weber carburetor feeds gasoline whik a Cagk fuel regulator 

assures that this flow is smooth. According to Matt, the Cagle even allows the gas 

flow-without sloshing-into the engine while the vehicle is climbing straight up or 

down ledges. He also swears that his Cagk improved gas mileage by approximately 

30%. Matt is so happy with his Jeep's performance using the Cagle that he assured 

me that any carburetted vehicle he builds will have one? 

Matt currently uses his stock roll-bar for roll-over protection, but he notes that 

a roll-cage will soon be added. The Jeep's dashboard sports special gauges to help 

him keep an eye on his motor. He has replaced the stock engine gauges with 

accurate Autometer racing units (fuel pressure, oil temperature. water temperature, 

'-' In fact based upon the improved performance of Matt's Jeep, and his rave 
reviews of the CugIe, I put one on my Bronco. 
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voltmeter). These help him monitor the 'vital statistics" of his engine at all times. 

To help Matt see the numerous trail obstades at night, he augments light fmm 

a set of Dick Cepek race headlights with two Dick Cepek auxiliary lights. These are 

mounted high on his windshield frame. A special extra-capacity 26 gallon fuel tank 

allows Matt to go farther into the outback without having to carry spare gas cans- 

Matt's Jeep is a great example of a rig that is a compromise between the 

desire to have a hard-core 4x4 and the need to use it every day as a daily driver. 

Each modification step Matt has taken not only uses construction techniques 

designed to make it perfor off-mad, but also takes his family's needs-and budget- 

into account. Consequently, he spent 'more time on mechanicals than looks." 

However-as previously noted-shortly after discussing his Jeep with me. Matt was 

involved in a serious accident that destroyed the rig's driver's side. Rather than fix 

the body. Matt opted to replace it with a fiberglass unit. His Jeep is now brilliant 

white and will remain rust-free. He reported that the new body 'works great, why 

wouldn't it" (711 997)? 
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FIG: 4 3 4  Man Snrith's Jeep aith its se? of new 33" taU DicR CqwA =-Mud C o m q  IT' tires. 

FIG: 4.25 -Man's l e q  sits on tile s a d  at I?'td~ M e .  
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'Doc" Ed Isaacsan's 1983 Jeep CJ-7 

Dr. Edward lsaacson has also built a praiseworthy Jeep. He, too, is a 

member of the Lone Peak 4-Wheelers club, and uses the rig for outings such as: 

club rides, camping, hunting, and chances to gather his family together. He notes 

that he chose to build a Jeep because he had wanted one from the time he "was a 

youngster." His approach to building the rig has been to 'beef-upn its weak links so 

as to "nip any problems in the bud,' that might occur on tough trails. All 

modifications are oriented towards creating a bullet-proof rig capable of competently 

traversing any trail without the danger of breaking parts-which Ed said that he used 

to do "every time I went out." 

Ed opted for a Rancho 2.5 inch suspension lift. He is pleased with the soft 

ride the springs give and says that it provides improved performance over the stiff 

stock springs. Ed also states that it rides significantly better than inferior systems 

he tried earlier, when he 'did not know how to build his Jeep correctly." He added 

a set of 314 inch lift Con-Fen shackles to boost vehicle height. This provides roam 

for the 33 inch tall Kelly 'DTRn mud tires to progress through their full range of 

movement. The springs are damped by Rancho '5000" non-adjustable shocks. 

Ed got tired of fixing broken axles after driving tough trails. so he had a pair 

of heavyduty ones built. He informs me that he has had no trouble with this set. 

The rear is a custom-built Dana '44" with 4.1 0: 1 gears. The axle shafts themselves 

are heavy-duty Moser units. which are known for their resiliency and resistance to 
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shattering. A rear ARB 'Air Locker" provides manually activated traction. The front 

axle also has an "Air Locker" in it. The front axle is special because Ed had Charlie 

Copsey, another Lone Peak member, change the light duty front Dana '30" axle into 

a heavy duty Dana '44." The stock Dana '30 housing was used, but heavier-duty 

Dana '44" 'guts" have replaced the stock unit's insides. This may not seem special, 

but this combination has never before been acoornplished. The benefits are a 

smaller external axle size-hence more ground clearance-and a lighter weight than 

that of a Dana "44." Despite the lighter weight and smaller site, the axle is as strong 

as the Dana "44," which is regularly sturdier. 

Ed saw no trouble with the stock transfer case and manual transmission. But 

the straight-six engine has been rebuilt with some mild performance additions. This 

combination provides more horsepower, as well as low-end torque, for rugged rock 

crawling. Gas enters the engine through a Weber carburetor. Like many other Rock 

Crawlers, Ed uses a Weber because it is reliable off-road. No matter how rough a 

trail gets, these units provide consistent fuel flow-a trait not found in many 

carburetors. The carburetor draws air through a washable (and re-usable) high-flow 

K&N air filter. 

The CJ-7's exterior has some special features. Ed installed SmiffybuiR nerf 

bars to protect the undercarriage during trips onto rugged outback trails. He also 

removed and replaced the stock bumpers with heavy duty units offering more 

protection. These also allow the Jeep to scale larger objects without scaping on 

rocks and other objects. A Ramsey 8000 pound winch is mounted to the front 
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bumper. The winch is used extensively on difficult trips like Surprise Canyon-which 

is one of Ed's favorites. For many other trips, it has proven useful in helping others 

out of trouble. A dual battery system ensures that there is always enough power 

flowing to the winch. The Jeep's rear corners are protected by aluminum 'tall 

comers." This aluminum comer plating protects the body from being gouged by 

jagged rocks common to trails like Sledgehammer- 

Ed always considers parts he believes will make the rig reliable off-road. The 

interior of the Jeep exemplifies this goal as much as the undercamage. The stock 

roll-bar has been extended to a full roll-cage with custom-bent tubing. This "cagew 

provides considerably more protection than the stack roll-bar. Occupants sit on 

comfortable aftermarket bucket seats. The seats cutdown on fatigue that mounts 

during bouncy back country trips. The interior also has several lockable organizers 

for equipment and parts that might be needed on the trail. 

Ed has built a Jeep for usage on some of the hardest trails in Utah and 

California. Although its form is not as radical as some of the other Jeeps on these 

trails, it is, nevertheless, built extremely well. In fact, its body and mechanicals are 

in far better condition than many of the other rigs on trails he frequents. This attests 

to Ed's good driving abilities. It also results from his striving to use only the best and 

most reliable modifications on his 4x4. 

Not long after discussing his Jeep with me, Ed replaced its engine with one 

from a Jeep owned by Jim Broadbent. His old engine had seen many miles, and it 

was time for a newer and mare dependable one. For additional comfort, he has also 

added deep, plush, sheepskin covers to all the seats. These 'breath well" and add 
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off-road cushioning. All of these modifications comprise the complete unit which Ed 

and his family use to travel off-road. Ed and his Jeep are often brought-up by Rock ' 

Crawlers in the Utah Valley area as an example of a driver and Jeep that can 

venture nearly anywhere with reliability. 
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FIG: 427 The Isaacso~s on he SZedgehner  trail. Sotice the duome nerf bars. (Counsy Jim Broadben;) 

FIG: 428 The Isaacso;ls climb Surpfise Canyon. This trail necessitares lockers. (Courtesy Jim Bromk)  
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Chip Brox's 1978 Jeep CJ-5 

Chip Brox lives in Moab, Utah, and regularly uses his 4x4 on some of the 

toughest trails in the American West. Moab, the mecca of north American rock 

crawling, is as rugged as it is beautiful. Consequently. Chip's Jeep must be ready 

for tough usage on the sandstone rocks surrounding his home. He chose a CJ-5 

because its small size enables him to easily get into, and out of, tight situations 

common to this locale. 

Chip took a no-nonsense approach to suspension design, opting for basics 

known for their reliability. He began with soft riding 2.5 inch Rancho springs front 

and rear. This mild lift was boosted slightly with longer than stock Tomken shackles. 

The combination of springs and shackles provides approximately 3 inches of 

suspension height. To this, he added a custom-built 2 inch body lift. A body lift lifts 

the vehicle's body by raising it away from the frame with spacers. It is an easy way 

to gain height without changing the suspension. Instead of using graphite blocks-as 

is common with the mass-produced body lift kits-Chip machined the spacers from 

solid aluminum blocks. He feels that they are less likely to sheer during the harsh 

jolts occurring on heavy trails. 

The five inches of added vehicle height create different handling 

characteristics. To control the vehicle better, Chip added Rancho '9000" series 

adjustable shocks. Like many serious Rock Crawlers, Chip uses these rather than 

other types because of the versatility they offer. Their adjustability allows him to 
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change their damping to suit any driving environment. 

Chip's no-nonsense approach to modification is carried through to his axles. 

Only the parts he feels are weak links were replaced. The stock rear AMC model 

"20" axle was retained along with its stock 3.73:l gears. A Detroit Locker provides 

continuous traction to the rear tires through the most unruly terrain. (This, like the 

Lock-Right unit in Matt's Jeep, works constantly.) The stock front axle was also 

retained. This unit, a Dana '30," also has 3.73:1 gears. But Chip did not want a 

Detroit Locker in the front axle because its lack of complete differentiation can create 

steering difficulties while in 4-wheel drive. Instead, he opted for an ARB "Air 

Locker." The ARB gives Chip the option to turn off the locker in the front end when 

he doesn't need it, making steering "much easier? 

The Jeep's stock Dana '20 transfer case was retained because Chip saw no 

need to replace what has been problem-free. The stock transmission was disposed- 

of to provide room for the manual transmission most widely used by Rock Crawlers, 

the nearly indestructible Ford 'T-18." This transmission, taken from a heavyduty 

Ford truck, is thoroughly bullet proof- In addition to its strength, it boasts an 

extremely low "grannf first gear. Chip has not had to put lower gears in his axles 

because of the low transmission gearing. Avoiding very low axle gears is a bonus 

because the lower the gears used, the weaker they become, due to the smaller teeth 

used for reduction. By spreading the gear f e d u r n  throughout the entire drive train, 

Chip avoids localized breakage. The low gearing easily spins 33 inch tall and 12.5 

inch wide BFGoodn'ch "Moab Edition Mud Terrainw tires. 
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Chip's pragmatic building technique extends to the motor the stock 304cid 

V8 engine is retained. Conservatively rebuilt, it uses a stock, reliable. Motorcraff 

carburetor. It does, however, boast high performance exhaust headers. which vent 

spent exhaust gasses away from the engine. While I was interviewing Chip he 

proudly displayed a set of Hooker headers that had been ceramic coated by his son. 

The units awaited a free afternoon when Chip could install them. The ceramic 

coating on the headers reduces engine compartment heat by up to 20%. 

Heat is an enemy of a rock crawling engine. Ultra-slaw outback speeds don't 

allow enough air through the radiator to adequately cool vehicle power plants. And 

hot ones don't live long; the addition of anything that reduces heat in the engine 

compartment is beneficial. Because of high ambient heat in the raw desert 

topography Chip frequents, these headers are an important addition. 

Chip built the front bumper on his Jeep so that he could fit a front winch 

without 'reducing air flow to the radiator." He feels that his special design helps to 

keep air Rowing into the engine compartment. The winch has proven helpful for 

rescuing less skilled drivers while Chip leads trail rides during the Moab Easter Jeep 

Safari. An Olympic rear bumper protects the Jeep's 'rear end." For increased 

passenger safety Chip augmented the roll-bar with a Smntybuilt rollcage kit. He 

also added custom seats that provide comfort during long off-road trips. Rough trails 

in such a short wheelbase 4x4 can be harsh on those inside; these seats add a 

touch of comfort. 

Chip's Jeep has been built to perform smifically in the southern Utah area. 
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That Chip changes very little on it now attests to his confidence in the rig's 

construction. After all, Chip reasons. there is little need to change what works well 

already. Chip has, however, installed the set of performance headers. He notes 

that they work well at boosting engine power and also at keeping the engine 

compartment cool. During a 1997 trail ride he noted that under extreme flexing 

situations the driver's side header knocks the floor boards under his feet. He 

informed me that some minor changes are in order so that this problem au ld  be 

resolved. As with the rest of his rig, Chip takes care of all the important details so 

they will not become problems while on a trail far from home. 
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FIG: 430 Chip's Jeep parked dunng 3 break wfiiie m the Wi Creek Gun-wn mil. 

FIG: 4 3 1  The cusrom body blocks are vlsibie between the body and the bumper at rhe back of Chxp's Jeep. 



Chapter Four ' 299 rox s 1978 Jeep CJ 5 9 
I 

Vehicle 
Modiflcatlona 

I'ircs 

I:rotlt Axle 

Rear Axle 

Axle (icars 

I k n t  I.ockcr 

Hcar Locker 

Transmission 

l'mnsfer Case 

I:ucl Dclivcry 

IInginc 

Spritrgs 

I:ront Shocklcs 

Hcar Shncklcs 

Sl~oc ks 

Roll I h r  

I lo l l  cogc 

33" "111: Oootlrich" 

Stock 

Stock 

3.73: 1 

"ARll" Air I.ockcr 

"l)ctroit I.ocker" 

'1'- 1 R "l.'ortl" 

Stock 

Stock ('arb, 

Stock 304 

"Hnticl~OI' 2.5" 

"'l'onrkc~~" Jixtc~lctctl 

Stock 

"I(ntrcl~o" 9000 

Stock 

"S~~ i i t t yb i l~ "  Kit l 

Wi~itlsbield Rock I 
I 

Performance Corrclaiivcs 

Hullrt Proof Mellablc Fuel 
I'racliun Drive-'l'rain Gear Rcduclion D t l i v t r y  

Roll-Over Hock 
Prulccllon Prakcl inn I . I~h l ing  

Extraclion 
tlcln 

I'AHI,E: 4.32 Chip's I'erforri~mlcc Corrclnlivcs 



Chapter Four ' 300 

Victor Mokler's 1985 Jeep C3-7 

Victor is from Boulder, Colorado; t first interviewed him during a break on the 

Hell's Revenge trail, during the 1996 Jeep Safari He is an avid Rock Crawler who 

goes to Moab when he can: he also spends much of his time exploring the difficult 

mountain trails around Boulder. His rig has a distinctive look and performs well, so 

when he came over to talk with me about my research, I took the opportunity to ask 

him some questions of my own. 

Victofs rig sits on 3 inch tall Black Diamond Suspensions springs. He has 

tried several suspension systems and feels that these ride best. The soft-riding 

springs are attached to the frame via one inch lift Tomken shackles. Non-adjustable 

Black Diamond " X T  shocks damp spring oscillation. He used these shocks because 

they are "made to work with the springs." 

Victor retained his stock axles and their 3.54: 1 gears. He did, however, put 

an ARB "Air Locker" in the rear axk to facilitate traction in rough environments. He 

also retained the stock Dana '300" transfer case because of its strength and gear 

reduction. The transmission, however, was exchanged in favor of a better unit. 

Vlctor implanted a New P m s s  '435' manual transmission scavenged from a 1 ton 

Ford truck. This transmission is extremely strong and provides an incredibly low 

"6.81: 1 'granny low'" first gear. He states: 'The reason I chose that transmission 

was it has one of the lowest first-gear ratios. And it has a very simple design, and 

as such, its easy to repair. I can do most of the work myself" (112111997). Like 
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Chip's gearing strategy. Victor spreads gear reduction throughout his drive train 

rather than dropphg it drastically all in one place. This strategy provides reliable and 

low reduction. 

The CJ-7's motor is relatively stock: the '258" straight-six has had its output 

boosted with the addition of a Weber carburetor. Victor chose the Weber for its 

abilRy to reliably feed the engine gas during the roughest terrain-which many similar 

units fail to do. The cad draws its air through a high-flow K&N fitter. The 

mrburetots reliabiltty is enhanced with a fuel regulator. This unit, like that in Matt's 

Jeep, gives Victor's rig the ability to ascend and descend steep terrain without the 

engine sputtering. In the mountainous and rocky areas Victor ftequents this is 

imperative for reliable performance. 

Engine power is fed to the ground through 32 inch tall Mickey Thompson 

'Baja Belted" tires. Victor chose these tires because of the sidewall protection on 

their tread design. This refers to the way the treads wrap all the way down the sides 

of the tires, protecting them from cuts by rocks or roots. This tread also provides 

excellent traction in nearly any terrain. At 12.5 inches, these tires are wider than 

most other 32 inch tall tires. This width gives him the wide stance he feels is 

necessary for vehicle stability. 

The stock roll-bar was enhanced by the addition of a Smttybuilt roll-cage. 

This combination provides Victor and his passengers with the protection needed on 

potentially dangerous trails. A set of Smittybuilt nerf bars protect the Jeep's rocker 

panels from rock damage. The front end is protected by a Curne Enterprises 
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bumper. This bumper allows Vidor to approach large rocks without scraping. It also 

protects the Ramsey'Pre9000 winch mounted to the vehicle's frame. Like Victor's 

other additions, the winch helps him traverse rough terrain common to the trails 

winding through the Rocky Mountain chain. A high power Optima battery provides 

ample electricity for the winch. 1 50 watt KC lights provide lighting for night trail rides. 

Inside, Victor's major change was the addition of comfortable F b F i t  seats. 

The seats provide a snug, comfortable, fit that keeps passengers from bouncing 

around during tough trails. Victor's CJ-7 is a unique rig- Its mixture of good design 

and function-oriented additions make the Jeep competent-but not overbuilt-for the 

trails Victor travels. 

Victor's Jeep sees regular heavy usage on trails throughout Colorado. During 

the Summer of 1997, he discussed some of the modifications that he has made to 

the rig since the Summer of 1996, when w e  initially discussed its form. The list was 

extensive. For instance, he has completely re-buitt his motor "because it was getting 

tired." He built it to stock specifications, using upgraded parts so that it would be 

'reliable." He is now planning to 'slightly drop" the gear ratio in his axles. 

One common aspect of each of the changes Victor has made to his Jeep is 

that they resulted from Victor's experiences off-road. He takes these incidents to 

heart, then searches for modifications to remedy these situations. When he has 

found what suits his emriences. the changes are made to the Jeep. This process 

has created a rig that performs comfortably and reliably anwere Victor takes it. 
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FIG: 4 3 3  Sotice the sidewall mad protecting the sides of Victor's tires. Tnis keeps rocks from slashing then. 
( Comesy Victor Mokier) 

FIG: 4 3 5  G e m q  and a locker combine m help Vimr  scale T i e r  CkIIenge on He11 5 Revenge pail. Chns 
Stephens, he PaiI leader, spots for Victor in the upper Ieft corner, (Courtesy Victor -MokIer) 
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Charlie Copsey's 1978 Jeep CJ-7 

Charlie Copsey is probably the most hardcore Rock Crawler that I have met. 

He spends virtually every spare moment on a trail somewhere. His love of 4- 

wheeling is so great that he quit his job as master mechanic at a Chevrolet 

dealership in Orem, Utah, to open a business of his ownJust For Fun Moto~spoRs- 

that specializes in constructing rock crawlers. This allows him to be involved with 

the Rock Crawling community all the time. He is also a leading force in the Lone 

Peak CWhee/e/s. Charlie has a rig that is as radical as the trails he frequents and 

it speaks of his full-time commitment to rock crawling. 

Charlie started the modifications to his Jeep with the suspension. As on the 

Broadbents' Wrangler (whose suspension he built), Charlie opted for a springover 

axle conversion. To give the softest and most flexible ride, Charlie used stock Jeep 

Wrangler front springs at each his CJ-7's four comers. These long springs- 

mounted over the axfe-provide approximately five inches of suspension lift. All the 

Jeep's stock spring mounts had to be replaced to accommodate the new springs' 

longer lengths and increased widths. Charlie attached the front springs to the 

mounts with the shackles moved to the rear of the spring instead of the front. This 

"shackle reversal" helps the Jeep climb ledges and steep hills better. Such 

operations also make the 'sloppy" Jeep steering more responsive. 

Charlie uses the multiple adjusting Rancho '9000" shocks on the front axle 

to tailor-fit his front ride quality to each scenario he enters. On the rear axle he uses 
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Rancho '5000" non-adjustable shocks. According to Charlie. the completed 

suspension system not only provides impressive whed travel. it is also bullet proof- 

The suspension is not the only aspect of this rig that is set-up for extreme 

driving. Charlie scrapped the stock axles. replacing both with heavy duty Dana '44" 

units that he constructed. The rear sports 4.10: 1 gears and a Detroit Locker. Like 

the Loc-Right unit in Matt's Jeep. this works full-time and cannot be turned on and 

off like an ARB. Charlie is adamant in his support of the Detroit design and uses 

them in both axles because he believes they are the strongest lockers on the 

market. He stresses that he only uses something he can 'ahays rely upon." The 

front axle also has 4.10: 1 gears. Both axles are filled with custom-built 'gutsn for 

ultimate strength. Due to the strain Charlie routinely places on his Jeep's parts he 

only uses the very toughest parts available to ensure that his rig will not break down. 

Charlie implanted a Dana '300 transfer case because of its strength and gear 

reduction. He added a few custom modifications to the t-case to make it more 

versatile. These changes allow him to switch into front-wheel drive and rear-wheel 

drive. Stock units cannot do this. f his modification allows him to route power to a 

given axie in the unlikely event that the other axle is broken. This also allows him 

to "shut off  his front axle in tight steering situations off-road. since the Detroit can 

make it hard to steer. 

A "700-R4" automatic transmission was scavenged from a Corvette. Charlie 

believes that one of the best modifications to a vehide is the addition of an automatic 

transmission. He feels that on rugged terrain the transmission can do the work of 
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"feathering power" to the wheels. He stresses that this is better than drivers 

attempting to use the dutch in regularly occurring awkward situations. Of course 

some drivers argue for the benefits of manual transmissions, but Charlie always 

uses automatics. He believes the '700-R4" is a great unit because it can be easily 

built for heavy off-road driving. Because of its overdrive, the '700-R4" also provides 

comfortable vehicle use on freeways, even with low axle gears. 

Charlie's engine easily turns the rig's radically treaded 33 inch tall and 14 inch 

wide Super Swamper [mud] 'Boggef tires. He started with a Corvette 350cid V8 

engine and re-built it with a host of high-tech modifications and parts. This 

w m binat ion provides explosive. yet reliable. power. Instead of carburetion, Charlie 

uses a tuned-port fuel injection unit from a Corvette. However, the unit is not stock. 

He customized the computer control and modified the fuel injectors for extremely 

accurate and reliable fuel transfer. Throttle response is immediate, and controlled, 

in any situation-even if the vehicle is upside down! 

The engine's exhaust is vented through ceramic coated racing 'shorty" 

headers. The coating helps keep engine compartment temperatures as coal as 

possible. Charlie knows engine heat is often a rock crawler's worst enemy and, like 

Chip, he has taken steps to eliminate this dangerous situation. 

To further aid engine cooling, a special heavy-duty radiator sits behind the 

front grille. A mechanical clutch-operated fan is spun by the motor; a second 

'pusher" fan in front of the radiator aids the clutch fan. The 'pusher" fan is an 

electric unit controlled by a thermostat that activates it at a specific engine 

compartment temperature. The two fans, coupled with the special radiator, keep the 
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engine at safe temperatures, even on trails during the hottest desert heat. 

Inside the Jeep is a roll-bar taken from a Jeep Wrangler. Charlie likes its 

design because it gives people in the rear seat shoulder seatbelt harnesses. a safety 

option other roll-bars do not offer. A custom-built roll-cage was grafted to the roll-bar 

to further protect vehicle occupants. Aftermarket seats cradle occupants; these 

comfortable units prevent Me fatigue that occurs on long, rough, trails. Charlie built 

an aluminum dash to house Autometer "race series gauges that monitor all engine 

functions." Charlie notes that knowing what is 'going on under the hoodw helps 

drivers stop bad problems before they occur. 

Charlie built the front and rear bumpers. They are considerably tougher than 

stock and, like the isaacsons' bumpers. provide room for climbing over rocks without 

scraping. Above the front bumper is a 9000 pound winch; it is mandatory for the 

brutal trails Charlie frequents. like Sledgehammerand Surprise Canyon. Charlie 

also constructed a heavy-duty spare tire carrier that mounts to the rear bumper. 

After discussing his Jeep wlh me following the 1996 Easter Jeep Safari 

Charlie went on to completely ra-construct the rig's suspension. The new creation 

pushed known suspension design to the limits, and was built to maximize 

suspension travel for extreme driving. However, after several months of usage he 

switched it all back to the system he was using at the time of our discussion in 1996. 

He switched back because 'you want to stay pretty conservative. That's more 

reliable" (7/1997). Afthough conservative for Charlie is still fairly radical for others, 

it is important to note Charlie's modifications always try and test the newest and 
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most current alterations. These changes reflect his efforts to constantly push both 

his own limits and those of his machine- 
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FIG: 4 5 7  Chariie's CJ-7 in 2 tiaii he-up during d ~ t  1996 Moab Eesier Jeep -. 
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THE PROCESS AND PEOPLE OF RIG BUILDING 

Vehicle building entails more than a series of parts coming together. The 

process involves people, time, and many mnstrudion locations. This does not occur 

quickly or randomly. Rather, most vehicles are created through a series of 'build- 

upsW-or discrete building projects-that can lengthen a vehicle's creation over 

months and years. In 1992, Jeff Dixon, a Rock Crawler from Provo, Utah, 

commented on this process after returning from a lengthy trail ride on the Rubicon 

trail near Lake Tahoe, California (F map 1). He noted that many of the rigs there 

had been years in-the-making. He was especially impressed with a few 4x4s that 

had been built by retirees. According to Jeff, several of these were produced 

through a construction process extending for twenty-five years or more. 

Like rock crawler morphologies, build-ups are similar to a collage. Builders 

use a host of differing resources and strategies to collect and install parts in the 

construction process of their 4x4s. In fad, good rig builders are really master 

organizers. At any one time several different projects may be under way. Good 

builders must orchestrate parts, mechanics, dealers, friends, personal time, and 

other resources all at once to complete their rig. 

Parts are found through local junk yards, auto parts dealers, distant mail- 

service specialty houses, or they are traded with other Rock Crawlers. Considerable 

time is spent finding the correct ones; often a single part may have varying qualities 

depending upon the year it was created. For instance, Shannon Shirk needed an 
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'early Dana '20' transfer casen far his Bronco because they utilize "a lower gear ratio 

than the later models* (Shannon Shirk, 4t1996). The necessity of a specific model- 

and its relative scarcity-can make a search for this, or other parts, more difficult 

than a simple trip to the local Ford dealer. Often, the Rock Crawlers, themselves, 

know more about the statistics of these parts than the auto dealerships. 

Networks within the community help to locate such parts. Once 'the word is 

outn that an individual needs a part, others use their own contacts to help find what 

is needed. For instance, during a conversation about Jeep Wrangler suspension 

and drive train building strategies, Kevin Perry, a Utah Valley Rock Crawler, asked 

me to 'keep a lookout for International Scout axles" (Qt1311997). He wants them 

because they are the strong Dana '44" axles. Plus, they have desirable 'high" 

steering knuckles that cannot be found on any other vehide. 

Through networks, Jeff Dixon was able to acquire body parts, information. 

and axles, for the Land Cruiser he built during the early nineties. He was informed 

a bout Specter OF-Road lnc., a business in California that specializes in performance 

aftermarket parts for Land Cruisers. Others similarly learn of shops or collectors that 

deal in specialty components, or that sell hard to find factory parts. Networking is 

a crucial aspect of the construction process; without such resources rock crawlers 

simply could not &e built. 

Once parts are found, they are incorporated into the vehicle in one of two 

ways: either the builder does the work, or they have a specialist do it. Victor Mokler 

describes his building process at length; his comments are indicative of many Rock 
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Crawlers attitudes towards building-up a rig. 

I do abut  seventy-five percent of the work myself. Basically, 
everything I can do, I do. I do all the maintenance work: changing oil, 
diflerential] oil, t-case oil, brake pads and shoes, greasing etc. I do 
all the body work and painting, all the electrical work, all the 
suspension work, replacing axles, tranny swap, engine swap etc. The 
engine will be rebuilt by a machine shop, and I have the differential 
and gear work and welding done by a shop- I purchase most parts 
pre-made rather than fabricating things myself-motor mounts, 
bumpers, tire carrier, etc- That's not to say that I don't make things 
myself, but most of the stuff I buy. I would like to learn how to weld 
though, it's just a very handy skill to have. (511 311 997) 

Victor, like most builders, does as much of the work on his rig as he can. Of course 

some people have greater mechanical abilities than others. For instance, where 

Victor replaces his own axles, others may enlist a local specialist to do such work. 

Ed Isaacson, Jim Broadbent, myself, and others, have hired Charlie Copsey-a 

fellow Rock Crawler with special talents and a shop-to do axle work. 

A specialist may not always k a mechanic in a shop. Certain Rock Crawlers 

may become known as "specialists" in certain modifications. When Allan Olsen, a 

Cherokeeowning Rock Crawler in Provo, Utah, produced a stunning front bumper 

for his rig, Dan Wynkoop (also Cherokee owner) was so impressed that he asked 

Allan to fabricate one for his rig. The completed bumper was then powder coated2' 

by Brian Tanner, another Rock Crawler who owns a 'specialty coatingsw and paint 

shop (coincidentally, Brian is also a Cherokee owner). 

As mentioned earlier, builders must be master organizers. While an axle is 

" Powder cwr is a special finish that is sprayed on (primarily metal) objects in a 
powder form and is then baked on in a large oven at 400 degrees. The resulting finish 
looks like paint: it is often used by Rock Crawlers because of its long-term resiliency. 
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being worked on in a shop, a vehicle owner may be at home in the garage preparing 

the suspension. At the same time, a low-geared transfer case may be en-route from 

a specialty dealer a state or more away. Meanwhile, a friend could be custorn- 

welding new a roll cage. All these discrete actions must be tracked and managed 

so that the vehicle comes together as a synchronous whole. 

Construction occurs in yards, driveways, garages, rented storage spaces, or 

even at a friend's place. If a driver has a spot that is easily accessible or convenient 

it can become work space: 

I have a garage, and 1 do all the work there. Except the stuff I have 
to fix on the trail that is! I also do the real heavy work-tranny and 
engine swaps-at my friend's house in his garage. It's bigger, and he 
has a cherry picker [boom-lift], air tools, and an electric impact wrench. 
Not to mention, an extra set of hands and another brain never hurts. 
He's helped me refine several modifications ... Its a good way to get 
well planned out modifications. (Victor Mokler, 511 3/1997) 

Usually this work occurs after a builder's daily job andlor during the weekend. 

However, others spend even more time on their rig. During the Summer of 1997 

Glenn Wakefield took a month off from work to rebuild his Samurai full-time. 

Above, Victor describes his work in terms of associations with others. This 

is common because this interaction is one of the most important aspects of the 

building process. Vehide build-ups become social events. Friends gather to help, 

comment on the modification, or discuss past and future trail rides as the work 

progresses. Some come just to watch. Nearly every time a builder speaks of the 

construction process, friends or assodates are included in the commentary. Rarely 

is a Rock Crawler seen working on their 4x4 alone. 

In addition to the social aspects provided by rig building, group interaction 
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also helps to alieviate the heavy costs associated with construction. Many 

modifications necessary to ready a rig for the trail are expensive. For instance, the 

parts and labor to install an ARB 'Air Locker" in one axle amount to approximately 

twelve-hundred dollars. Having an extreme-duty axle custom-built by specialists 

such as Cuny Enterprises or Advanced Four-Wheel Drive can run between fifteen- 

hundred and three-thousand dollars. And suspension systems can run from four- 

hundred to thousands of dollam. Installation by a mechanic costs even more. 

Asking knowledgable friends to help on these projects often saves lots of cash. 

Regardless of help from friends, rock crawling is an expensive sport- Jeff 

Dixon reported that some of the vehicles on the Rubicon trail exceeded fifty- 

thousand dollars. 4x4s frequenting the Moab Easter Jeep Safari may cost even 

more. This is not to say that every rig entails such finances. Many driven build 

excellent 4x4s for less than twenty-thousand dollars. However, rock crawling does 

require three things, time, money and friends. As such, dedication to the way of life 

that goes along with the sport is also essential to fabricating a "trail-worthy rig." 

CONCLUSION 

The vehide construction tradition is bom of fundamental principles concerning 

outback conditions. These concepts form the conservative base-often tacitly 

assumed-from which builders cull as they begin the assemblage process (Bemstein, 

57). Utilizing this canon of principles, builders are free to explore a range of 
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modification strategies held within communal networks (Taylor, 1982, 78-9; Pocius, 

1979, 275). Some builders, like Chip and Matt. utilize fairly conservative means to 

achieve their desired ends, proving that 'inventiveness is frequently..-discerned no 

less in subtle variations upon traditional themes than in grandiose innovationsn (Bird, 

51). Others, like Charlie, employ new ideas and products. In this fashion, building 

strategies consistently create fresh designs within a traditional framework. 

Innovative and radical vehicle forms are continuously produced, while builders 

maintain their assemblage within the auspices of tradition. 

The six 4x4s discussed above highlight the conservative, restricted, aspects 

of 4x4 construction. Yet they also exemplify the dynamic, elaborated, nature within 

the rock crawling vehicle building tradition. They are conservative because they 

arise from a restrictive, communally held, grammar dictating each rig's basic 

structural formulation. However, builders then combine their own creative impulses 

with their experiences of the outback to elaborate upon these conservative ideals. 

The process is thus subJect to the individualistic ideals of each 4x4 owner Each rig 

emerges as its builder's interpretation of the modifications necessary to competently 

perform in the back country. 

To achieve this balance, builders assemble their vehicles like collages. 

Pieces are considered, fit, and re-tried until successful outcomes to specific 

problems are achieved. Thus wnstruction is as much a cerebral process as a 

physical one. All the discrete parts must eventually come together to form a unified 

whole, or the final product is flawed. 

Morphological studies such as this one often have a negative side effect. 
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That is, studying rules and procedures can down-play the importance of the 

individuals carrying out the artistic processes. Like other builders and artists Rock 

Crawlers are not automatons, mindlessly building. It is important to remember that 

such creative procedures are carried out in a specific cultural context. Neither are 

these folk lone creators, fabriating objects in seclusion, like Michael Owen Jones' 

reclusive chair builder, Chester Comett ( 1  989). Rock Crawlers assume that building 

is a social procedure; others are enlisted in the multifarious projects that cumulate 

in a trail rig. Friends and colleagues are integral to making decisions and carrying 

out the physical labor. 

Build-ups are often protracted, entailing hours and years of work. Builders 

do not drop piles of cash on a mechanic's desk at one time. Rigs can get expensive 

because they are the cumulative product of years of work. Rather than sitting in a 

garage during a single elongated construction process, they are usually driven 

between modification spurts. After all, as Quinn Mortensen says: 'They are built to 

be used, not to sit there and look pretty." 

Chapter five shifts from the discussion of vehicles to elucidate trail rides. Trail 

rides provide the link between the social aspects of rock crawling and the culture's 

views of the landscape. These experiences-rooted in perceptions concerning the 

value and qualities inherent to the outbackare central to maintaining the communal 

structure of rock crawling. Because this play is neither random nor haphazard; it is 

bounded, controlled. From start to finish, each outback excursion is regulated by 

rules and ritualized behavior sequences. Trail rides-and the socializing that takes 

place before, during, and after these events-become forums for perpetuating views 
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concerning the character and value of the landscape, how one should interact with 

this landscape, and even what is acceptable social conduct. During these 

sequences more than mere play takes place, cultural ideals and expectations are 

played out--performed-in a public scenario. The back country landscape is the 

stage upon which these performances take place. 



SECTION 3 

COMMUNITAS: 
CELEBRATING THE LAND 

This is a good way to leave town and do something [my son] really gets a kick out 
of. for me, it also helps me forget stresses of everyday life. When you are 
hovering on the edge of destructing your vehicle-you forget about the little 

pressures of life and let the adrenaline flow. 
-Glenn Wakefield. 1nterVr;ew 1t229/1996 

1 he landscape is not simply a static backdrop, but a dynamic player. 
-Mary T. Hufford , Chaseworfd: Foxhunting and Storytelliing in New Jersey's Pine Barrens. 

Behind (he Rocks trail ride paracipants gather to watch vehicles attempt the climb up White Knuckle Hill. a 
s ~ c  hot tall sandstone ledge. (Courtesy Jim Broadbent) 



CHAPTER 

SOClALlZlNG IN THE OUTBACK 

Sacred places have been defined as those ... landscapes which reinforce and even extol everyday 
-ems and special rituals of mmunlty life. (John 8ak, 134) 

The main reason I go to the safari is for camaraderie. I have friends all over the country who are 
'wheelers; Moab is a place to see them all and spend some time together having hrn. l enjoy 

seeing other rigs and meeting new people too. (Glenn Wakefield. 101241996) 

The sun has risen well into the sky but the morning air is still brisk. And the 

lack of cloud aver foretells a hot afternoon, so members of the Lone Peak 4- 

Wheelers anive with the tops off their vehicles, wearing jackets and flannel shirts to 

keep warm until the chill is gone. Bristling with excitement, they hop from their rigs 

to greet each other, ctredc-out modifications made to the vehicles since the last dub 

trip, swap stories, and make last-minute adjustments before the group leaves- At 

the appointed time, the party takes off, travelling in a convoy towards the mountain 

trail. 

Soon they are in the mountains far from town. Approaching a rocky sluice, 

the group stops and participants get out of their idling vehicles to survey the rocks. 

After walking through the secbjon of trail-getting to know it-several drivers hop into 
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their rigs, each awaiting a turn to negotiate the twisted and fractured path. Other 

club members have remained among the rocks to guide the drivers with shouts of 

encouragement and hand signals. Still other club members sit at the sides of the 

trail shouting praises and jeers. After all the vehicles have traversed the rocky test, 

everyone gets back into their rigs and the group commences further along the trail. 

The following discussion focuses on the social impact that badc country 

spaces have upon those venturing within their bounds. Due to this influence, these 

locations are oentral to the rock crawling way of life. This centrality arises because 

they are locations for social interaction; in fact, rarely do individuals enter them 

alone. They are expermad through the grwp dynamic. This 'social nature" of the 

outback is maintained through sets of rules. Breaking any of these can destroy 

group unrty or the very illusion of being in a 'pristine" wilderness. 

The tenuous existence of the hack country depends upon the actions of those 

interacting within its bounds. This chapter looks at trail ride rules; because rules 

governing outback social interaction perpetuate the values and structure of the 

community venturing there. Consequently, the very existence of rock crawling 

culture itself is equally dependent upon adherence to behavioral tenets practiced 

during these trips. The outback, then, becomes a forum for teaching and group- 

sanctioned social interaction that inevitably defines the group (Geertz, 1-27). 

The folkwing pages ako intestgate the existence of the outback, furthering 

the questions: 'What is it?" and 'How is it constituted?" Rock Crawlers view these 

spaces as worlds apart from those of ordinary life. They are zones where the 

community gathers together to work as a unit to traverse the landscape in their rigs. 
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As such, these locations are constituted ritually, and maintained as distinct 

conceptual units. As spatial units that are Other than those in the ordinary world, the 

outback must be created and bounded-separated. The outback, then, is not a 

specific tract of land. Rather, it can be any wilderness space into which a group 

ventures.' It need not always be far from civilization. This may seem contradictory, 

yet it is not. As long as trails seem remote. and offer chances for communal 

interaction among beautiful vistas, locations may be deemed 'outbackw by those 

Rodc Crawlers venturing there. This does not, however, deny the fact that remote 

spaces are most often favored. 

Describing what he liked about 4-wheeling in Fannington. New Mexico, 

Shannon Shirk noted: 'The nice thing was ...y ou got up and drove five minutes from 

your hotel and you were at the trail-head. I mean. literally, its right there in the 

middle of town. Almost. And there's just tons of different trails right there; that was 

funn (4/21/1996). Shannon exaggerates the trail's location in relation to Famington 

to emphasize its proximity to the town. For Shannon, and many other Rock 

Crawlers, physical distance from the urban wodd is not a h y s  what engenders 

feelings of escape. Rather, it is a location's ability to provide feelings of being apart 

from everyday life. while being together as a group (Huizinga. 12. 19). The Moab 

Rim trail, as with many of those in the Moab area, overlooks Moab from its location 

on the towering di surrounding the t m .  Yet it, like trails venturing far from town. 

I Driven rarely go into the outback alone. They regularly venture there with 
other vehicles, or at least with several people in the vehicle. The nature of the terrain 
makes driving solo dangerous; lone drivers could be stranded if the vehicle becomes 
disabled. Additionally, solo trip negate the social aspect inherent to Rock Crawling. 
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is regarded as the back country. 

As a *floatingw concept, outback locations are made real through group 

interaction-such as rituals and/or play-that 'inscribes" the tracts of land with 

community-based meaning (Huffwd. 1992. 9). This meaning gives rise to the 

actions that perpetuate rock crawling culture. For Rock Crawlers the inscribed 

landscape is not an abstract amcept Rather, it is a reality into which the community 

ventures and exists. 

This reality is created and experienced in three distinct stages: preparation. 

the outback, and the return. These periods are analogous to the staged scenes 

constituting a play. Each is a bounded reality existing as an integral part of the play, 

but distinct unto itself. These phases are important, for if one is deleted the play 

ceases to f~nction.~ The events experienced during each stage of a trail ride. like 

those of a play, are of utmost importance to the group while within the bounds 

setting this time and space apart. It is important to note that the outback is a place 

created and bounded in phases, during which meaningful social interaction occurs. 

There Rock Crawlers engage in efficacious and meaningful activities that have 

powerful ramifications extending into the work-a-day world. 

' These stages are also analogous to Arnold Van Gennep's pre-liminal, liminal, 
and post-liminal phases of rites of passage, see: The Rites ofPasage. 
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RITUALIZED ACTlVlT IES AND PLAY 

Before a discussion concerning back country ventures can continue, it is 

imperative to address the relationship between ritualized activities and play. Often 

these two performative contexts are perceived as existing at opposite ends of a 

spectrum, one-ritual-being serious, the other-play-being frivolous. However, 

these perceptions imply a false dichotomy which obscures a close relationship 

linking these two forms of performative expression (Birrell, 354; Driver, 82, 98-9. 

164: Huizinga, 5, 8. 18-22). 

First, it is important to understand the nature of play. Yes, play can be 

frivolous; yet more often it is 'performed in the most perfect seriousness" (Huizinga, 

18). Play takes on its seriousness because it is regulady 'a representation of 

something" ... and 'representation means display" (1 3). Often, the attitudes, beliefs, 

morals, aspirations, 'cutture specrfic ... codes," and even world view of a community 

are exhibited during the play sphere (Miracle, 64). Think of the basic moral codes 

inherent to playing cowboys. This childhood game depicts 'good in confl'i with evil." 

and the bad guys are nearly always punished for their imagined transgressions 

(Bloodworth. 57). Such consequences are part of the game rules. No matter how 

basic, these values-maintained by a set of rules-are graphically performed during 

the play action (Caillois, 8; Hughes, 95-6; Huizinga, 104 1, 21). 

As such graphic displays, play teaches. It also reifies the nature of society 

See also Roger Caillios, 39-40; Patrick Biesty, 6- 10. 
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and creates or maintains order (Huizinga, 10). Play thus has the ability to be a 

stabilizing and creative force within society.' 

Trail rides embody the abovementioned aspects of play. Therefore, they are 

more than the mere release of tension, they are culturally significant episodes which 

encapsulate-portrayammunity values. They reprevnt chances to share 'signs 

or symbols" (Mirade, 65). During these sequences, 'mmunlty] reaffirms the m o d  

codes which constitute it as a society and renews its devotion to those values by [its] 

actsn (Shils & Young, 67). These acts 'presewe.. ..reassert. .or reconstruct.. .the 

[community] order" (Birrell, 355, 364). 

Thus, for Rock Crawlers, trail rides are moments of socially important play 

(Bauman, 61-5). This play is beneficial to the partidpants on two levels: personal 

(individual), and social (group). This is because these events bring together 

individual Rock Crawlers and their community for the reciprocal advantage of both 

(Birrell, 355). 

The nature and benefits of play are thus dosely related to ritual, which can 

be described in similar terms (Rappaport, 249-54)? Ritual, too, is responsible for 

'the establishment of order and th deepening of communal life" (Driver, 166). The 

two cultural expressions are also similar because of their ability to 'transport the 

participants to another -dm (Huiringa, 18). Both, essentially, conjure a 'time and 

place set apart from routine living" (Peterson, 258). This transportation can be either 

'' Play also has the power to be a negative and/or destructive force within society. 

5 "Play and ritual grow together as dual focuses of the same process;" for more 
see: Birrell, 355. See also: Allen Gottmann, 1 5-55. 
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a mental and/or a physical one (Van Gennep. 15-1 8). That is. these activities take 

place in 'a dosed space [that] is marked out fw it. either materially or ideally.. .phey 

are thus] hedged off from the everyday surroundings" (Huizinga, 19). 

Being removed from the 0 f d i ~ r y  to the special entails certain benefits. This 

world-between-worlds is called a liminal space, and while within its bounds 

participants often experience a social jumbling called cornmunitas (Viior Turner, 

1991, 82). Cornmunitas is created, 'by [the iiminal situation's] temporary suspension 

or distancing of [nonnal] social stmdure" (Driver. 160).= Hierarchical -a1 roles 

from the mundane world do not apply. Employers may be subordinate or equal to 

their employees. Average people in the work-a-day world may be powerful leaders 

in this alternate sphere. For instance. Chris Stephens, a student at Brigham Young 

Univemty, is transformed into an important leader when he guides the Hell's 

Revenge trail ride during the Moab Easter Jeep Safari 

Patrick Biesty draws a final link between play and ritual during his examination 

of the developmental aspects of play. This study comes close to discussing play as 

a type of ritual knarrvn as a rite of passage. Although these terms are not used, the 

similarity between the play world and the world of ritual seems inescapable: 

Play [is] related to development in an interactive manner. Play 
displays the sews ... condition in a celebratory self regard, and this 
display may itself be an act of developmental change and further 
display. Whatever the outcome of play, some potential developmental 
change is present due to the self-regard inherent in the action. (7) 

Victor Turner argues that "cornmunitas breaks in through the instances of 
structure in IiminaIi ty... It is ... held to be sacred o r  'holy,' possibly because it transgresses 
or dissolves the norms that govern structured and institutionalized relationship and is 
accompanied by experiences of unprecedented potency" ( 1969, 1 15). 
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Thus, play and ritual come to be defined in closely-related terms. Both transport 

participants to another world, both present or display culturally held tenets and 

perceptions, and are powerful tools in affecting a change in the activity's participants. 

This discussion may seem to break dawn the barrier thought to exist between 

play and ritual. However. the two performative activities are not the same. Their 

differences lie not in the outcome of the activities but rather in their applications. 

Play is seen primarily as diversion. Consequently it is used as such. That is, it is 

not consciously used as a force for cultural transformation. Thus, the transformation 

it engenders is merely a sideeffect. Rituals, however, are perceived as being more 

substantive. Therefore, they are employed for transformative purposes in times of 

cultural significance, crises, or change. Both, however, are equally capable of 

engendering a 'transformative actionw (Driver, f69). 

Ritual and play are not eternally separated. They can and do ~ n f t a t e . ~  in 

such instances play can involve ritual. or ritual can contain play (162). One such 

instance is the trail ride. The rides are undertaken for playful or ludic purposes. For 

instance, Quinn Mortensen goes on trail rides 70 get away from it all.' He also 

enjoys trail rides in Moab because they give him a chance to 'play on the slickrock." 

Others like Charlie Copsey, Glenn Wakefield, and Ed lsaacson have concurred. 

' Drewel comments on the importance of play to culture and rituals (16-13). 

8 Slickrock is the name given to the sandstone around Moab by the enthusiast 
groups using it. These groups include, among others, Rock Crawlers, mountain bikers. 
and hikers. The stone is not really slick but is like smooth cement, providing excellent 
tire traction. It is nunored that the name "slickrock" came from cowboys, whose horses' 
horseshoes could not get grip on the stone. 
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Ed calls many trail ride activities 'horsing around." And indeed, the 'high energy" 

and 'imaginationn commonly thought of as part and p a w  of play are present during 

such sequences (Driver, 164)- 

Yet, this playful tone does not negate the purposefully transformational 

aspects ubiquitous to the rides. Driven undertake rides to meet and be with "friends 

[from] all over the country" (Glenn Wakefield, 10/24/1996). These experiences with 

others are intended to hone driving skills, and unite the groupthus changing the 

social dynamic. Often, trait rides become a fwum for teaching neophytes the values 

and skills common to Rock Crawlers, drawing these individuals into the wmmunity- 

The rides, then, are consciously used as a means for transformation. The outback 

is an integral part of this process. Adults take their children along to, as one couple 

noted, 'initiaten them into the 'benefits of the wildernessn (1 994 Jeep Safan). This 

couple continued, noting that they hoped time spent on trail rides, with others in the 

back country, would engender within their son a sense of morality, preventing him 

from "getting in with the wrong group. ..[and] using drugs." 

These "cultural scenes" set the tone for the community, teach important 

values, induct new members, release tension, provide a creative perfamative 

output, and a host of other benefits (McCarl, 1993, 72). As such, trail rides should 

not only be seen as important secular rituals, but also as settings for profoundly 

important play. Readers should be aware that atthough the terms play and ritual are 

not regularly used throughout the course of this chapter, this discussion examines 

the trail ride experience in terms of a confiation of these two dynamics. 



Chapter Five * 330 

PREPARATION 

Rock Crawlers start 'building* the outback as soon as they begin gathering 

before trail rides. This constructive process begins as participants 'inscriben their 

behaviors, language. indeed the entire event, with special meaning (Hufbrd, 8, 9). 

This activity begins physically in a parking lot (or wherever the group chooses to 

meet), then it moves to the different, spatially separated. trail ride location (Van 

Gennep. 18). Yet these two disparate locations are linked by a mental thread. For 

participants, the entire bip-from the dub members' initial meeting until they separate 

to go home-is transformed into an experience conjuring the Other world known as 

the outback. Parking lot meetings begin to separate participants from the ordinary 

world, initiating them, as it were, into a state of readiness to enter the back country 

(Van Gennep, 23, 83). 

Often groups or dubs assembbprior to venturing into the back country-in 

the parking lot of a store, mall. bank, or some other location where they have room 

and freedom to congregate and socialize before proceeding to the trail (figs: 5.1. 

5.2). Physically, this space is often located within the bounds of the ordinary world. 

Such locations are chosen for pragmatic reasons: they are easy to find and get to, 

and supplies for the day (food. auto parts, etc.. .) are readily accessible. People feel 

free to come and go between the gathered group and local stores whik waiting to 

leave from such locations. 

The Lone Peak Cwheelem often converge before local rides in a large 
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FIG: 5.1 Participants he-up their r i g  and @er before a Mud h r e r  Jeep Sq* trail ride. 

FIG: 5.2 Participants gsther to talk befhe a M d  Eosrer Jeep td ride begins. 
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parking lot situated between a bank and a Wal-Mart. This lot is handy because it is 

located downtown on State Street, a major road in American Fork, Utah, where the 

dub is based. This spot is also highly visible from the street. People coming for the 

ride can easily spot the group. WaCMaR also provides easy access for last minute 

food or basic auto parts purchases. People can also hang out and mill about. 

During this time, people center their discussion on the outback- Language 

alters to help frame the back country experience (Bateson, 201-27). Pronouns 

change from 'Iw to 'we," bringing the group dynamic into focusg Conversation 

relates in terms of the traif ride experience. Participants 'recast (outback] 

landscapes in terms of what [their 4x4~1 can do (on] them" (Hufford. 1 992, 82): "The 

sun's shining; warm slickrock gives more tractionn (Hell's Revenge trail, Jeep Safari: 

1 996). Even the weather and physical environment are referred to in terms of what 

is expected to come: 'We'll have a good day -ling today; a little cloud cover will 

keep things & (Sted Bender trail ride, ,'ukab Easter Jeep Safari: 1994. emphasis 

added). Stories about past trips, comments about new vehicles or modifications, 

and any other dialogue that turns community minds towards the imminent trip 

become a focus for attention. 

When the group 'moves outw towards the trail-head. or the beginning of the 

trail, they form a convoy which progresses along public roads. Ultra-low gearing 

often prevents many rigs from driving faster than a maximum of 60 mph. The C.B. 

radio banter is constant. Conversation fills the air waves and bristles with the 

For more on language usage and conjuring "sacred" space, see: Mary Hufford, 
f 992,42-5, 54-5. 
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drivers' anticipation. Participants ask questions about difficult spots on the trail: 'Do 

you guys think I can handle this stM" (Hdly Neal, 8/31/1997)? Others ask who 

knows about a modification that they are thinking of doing to their rig: 'How can I 

drop my low gearing without sacrificing my freeway speeds' (Brian Tanner, 

9/t / I  997)? Individuals are often harassed about mistakes they made during past 

trail rides, or characteristics by which they are known- Ed lsaacson was often 

hassled about an incident that occurred in the early 1990s when he attempted to 

help Gary Atkinson, who was caught in a precarious position. Ed's 'help" placed 

Gary's troubled rig in an even more dangerous situation. Eventually the 4x4-and 

Gary--were brought to safety, but even two years later comments like, 'Hey if 

someone gets hung-up don't forget to call Ed,' could be heard on the C.B. 

These playful ribs are meant to assert group acceptance of the individual 

'persecuted." Such humor helps to quickly promote a sense of community, which 

is imperative (Hufford, 1992. 51; Drewal, 19). Often trail rides cannot be 

successfully completed if the group does not work together. The banter is constant, 

and through discussions about the trails, vehicles, and past social interaction while 

on those trails, the three-way relationship experienced in the back country 

'materializesw (Hufbrd, 1992, 27). This relationship is: 

participant>>>vehicle>>>landscape 

Rock Crawlers 'invoke, sustain. and interpret the [back country]. It is their 

attention to it that holds ...[a ] in being. When attention to it lapses.. .[it] vanishes" (8). 

Conversation thus centers on 4-wheding and the landscape. As noted above, even 

comments about the weather are grounded through a back country perspective: 
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'Hey, it looks like it will be a great day to be on the rocks; there isn't a cloud in the 

sky," or 'The rain last night is going to make the trail slick this morning." Topics that 

cannot in some way be made relevant to the outback experience are often avoided. 

If someone mentioned the workaday world, the spell transforming the outback 

might be broken (Huizinga, 21). It could slip back into the ordinary world; then 

participants would only be on a mere trail through some woods or the desert-not in 

"another world" (18). The importance of maintaining this dichotomy is imperative to 

outback stability (Caillois, 45). 

Mary H u m  notes that C.B. handles used by foxhunters help to develop their 

hunting world by forging different personalities for the participants (1 992, 45). This 

dynamic also exists among Rock Crawlers. Not all driven have handles denoting 

different outback personas such as: Dr. Edward Isaacson, who is known as "Doc 

Ed," Quinn Martensen, known as 'Q," and Samurai owner Ken Francisco, who is 

called 'Zuk," which is short for Suzuki. But C.B. behavior is often different from 

many drivers' normal personas. Quiet people may become 'loud-mouths," 

commenting on anything and everything, while verbose people may be content to 

merely listen. Such contrasts highlight the alternate nature of the outback world. 

The vehicles also progress through a metamorphosis as the trail head gets 

closer. This is difficult to recognize because rock crawler morphologies atways 

allude to their potential as off-highway crawlers. Yet this promise is quickly realized 

as they are readied for the trail. 'Lock 'n' low" is announced over the C. B. People 

get out of, and run around, their vehicles to lock the hubs*. 'Locking-in" the hubs 



Chapter Five " 335 

engages the front axle for 4-wheel drive. Many participants take this chance to see 

friends for one last minute before the ride, saying things like, 'This is what it's all 

about folksn (Chip Brox, Secet Spire trail, 1996). Such statements hint that all auto 

modifications, the work-a-day rat race, indeed all life, culminates through the 

impending act of vehicle and driver upon the land. 

At this point, the air resounds with the metallic clunks and grinding noises of 

transfer cases* being engaged into 4-wheel drive low-range.'' Locked and in low. 

many rigs undergo one last change before they have shifted from being 'daily 

drivers" (vehicles which are also used for ordinary world affairs), to machines in the 

element for which they were intended. This last change is 'airing down," and entails 

letting the air out of one's tires. Airing down makes the tires softer and spongier. 

This provides more traction off-road (figs: 5.3, 5.4). increasing vehicular 

performance. A 4x4 properly aired down can achieve performance levels unequalled 

by even the same rig when its tires are fully aired. l 1  Increased tradion also ensures 

that tires are less likely to spin, thus avoiding possible trail damage-or damage to 

the tires themselves. 

Allan Olsen 'goes down to 12 pounds [of air per square inch)..-It helps to 

conform the tire around the rocks. You're not hard-rubber spinning. It's just kind of 

'' For more on "sounds of sport geography," see: Bale, 1 3 9 4  1. 

" Airing down also provides a dramatically softer off-road ride and helps the tires 
to mould around rocks-instead of bouncing and skipping over them. This makes tires 
less prone to rock damage. People can air down as low as between 3 and 20 psi in the 
back, and 5 and 25 psi in the front. Several Samurai owners with whom I am familiar 
lower their air pressure to between 3 and 5 psi for proper off-road handing. Full-size 
trucks require more pressure. 



Chapter Five * 336 

FIG: 5 3  This tire is aired down to improve tractkm as well as the comfon level of the ride. (Courtesy Dan 
Wynkoop) 

FIG: 5.4 An aired &w tire mnhms to th shape of tbe tanin, providing brad tr&a~ 
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mushroom, marshmallowy, feeling around things. And it's more gentle on the terrain. 

And it's easier to drive" (4/12/1996). He notes how aired down tires react to the 

land: "Instead of your tire up [on top of) a 4 inch rock ... When you let the air down 

you've got the 4 inches on top of the rock, plus howlever law the tire will wrap around 

the edges of the rock. So, you've got that much more traction gripping that rockw 

(4/12/1996). As the 4x4s are readied for the trail, the hissing sound of air escaping 

from the tires' valve stems adds to the chorus of other sounds made by drivers 

preparing to embark- 

It is important to note the vehicles that are not daily drivers. Increasing 

numbers of people now tow their rigs to trail rides on trailers. Such rigs are highly 

specialized and are often no longer used as daily drivers (figs: 5.5, 5.6). They are 

not used daily for two primary reasons: (1) they are so heavily modified that they are 

no longer street-legal, or (2) they are modified specifically for rock crawling and are 

simply not owned for street use. Other rigs are trailered to the trail-head so that if 

they are broken while off-road they can be towed home and fixed later. The 

presence of these vehicles heightens the separation between the outback and the 

mundane worlds because they are intended only for this special place. Their mere 

presence intimates the existence of the extraordinary environment for which they are 

intended. Many do not even touch the 'polluting' influences of city streets. They 

are, in effect, sacred machines for sacred space. These 'are special [4x4s], 

protected, isolated, separated. ..apart from the mundane world: they [comprise] 

special properties" and modifications (Birrell, 357). Many such 'sancWiedn creations 
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FIG: 5 3  At the conciusion of the Jeep ,!&fib a Toyota Land Cruiser sits on iss nailer in downtow M d .  

. - 

FIG: 5.6 X Jeep sits on a trailer m a parking lot foIlow- the :Ud Easter Jeep S#zm 



Chapter Five * 339 

do not routinely experience the profane world, being carried above it on their 

platform trailers. They represent the ultimate separation between back country 

zones and their antithesis, the work-a-day world. 

Such rigs also dramatize the importance the group places upon the outback, 

and their trips into this temtory. Pulling these machines off their trailers is a 

ritualized event in which each act (pulling out the driving ramps, loosening the 4x4s 

tie-down straps, backing the rig off) brings the vehicle closer to its destiny as a rock 

crawler. People often gather to watch these 4x4s-referred to as 'trailer queensn- 

being pulled onto, or off, their trailers. 

In addition to the drivers, who liken all conversational topics to the back 

country, the vehicles add their low-geared whines, engine growls, and exhaust 

sounds and smells to the rhetoric. They 'speak" of the impending communion as 

much as the individuafs driving them. The group-participants and their rigs-now 

stands poised at the edge of the landscape designated as back country for the day's 

event. Bounded and separated through these interactions, this zone is invoked by 

the people and in turn transfarms them (Moore, 27). 

The idea that people can create a space which in turn recreates them is not 

a new one. As part of a discussion concerning a turn of the century social dynamic 

engendered by Masonic Lodges, William D. Moore proposes that certain spaces 

exist as part of a dynamic that affects individuals entering them. He argues: 

The lodge room and the members of the organiration functioned within 
a dialectical relationship. The roam had only the Mnikance assigned 
to it by the Mason* membemhip; yet by being present within this 
space, which they had set aside as different, the individual members' 
personal worth was elevated. The room was shaped and decorated 
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by the members of the lodge, but if simultaneously transformed the 
men that inhabited it- (27, emphasis added) 

Moore also notes that the spaces created inside the Masonic Lodge imbue the 

members' lives with special meaning. This effect extends far beyond the walls of the 

lodge (27). 

It may be agued that because the Masonic Lodge is a physically constructed 

environment the dynamic it engenders is different from that of the back country, 

which is 'constructed" mentally. Hawever, it is important to understand that although 

they are mental projections, the social reality of back country zones is as real as that 

of any physically constructed edifice (Tuan, 1975. 1 52).12 Rock Crawlers venture 

within these bounds, and while there, engage in activities that are like the Masonic 

rites because they too are lifealtering. Moore shows how the spaces within the 

walls of Masonic buildings created places where 'Masonic thought was born." as well 

as locations where fratemtty was created (27). Likewise, trail ride participants 

venture into wilderness spaces set aside for specialized activities that not only 

facilitate relaxation and escape. but define and perpetuate the community as well. 

Perpetuating the communrty entails more than the initiation of new members; 

it involves the transmission of communally held ideals and values. This occurs 

through the event's 'participatory" format, which then fosters the 'transformational 

process" (Drewal. 15). In this aspect. trail rides, like other ritualized adv i t i i ,  cannot 

" Ryden has noted that --people tend to project their own feelings onto their 
physical surroundings" (66)- This process is part o f  conjuring the outback because these 
spaces are created through the emotional "layers" "superimposed upon the landscape 
(42, 50,62). 
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be considered 'unserious, frivolous and impotent;" rather, rules regulating participant 

action and interaction, and the reification of cultural values, imbue the atmosphere 

with seriousness which accompanies the lightheartedness and fun (1 5) .  l 3  

THE OUTBACK 

Once within the outback, the trail ride displays an organization not readily 

visible in the morning pre-ride gatherings. In the parking lot a sense of unorganized 

pandemonium seems to rule; on the trail, uniformity reigns. For although the 

participants have wme to have fun, it is not had at the expense of order. Rather, 

much of the pleasure inherent to the back country experience is due to the order 

instilled by traditional trail etiquette rules (Caillois. 44; Dunk, 66; Hughes, 95; 

Huizinga. 11). People not only abide by these behavioral tenets, but expect others 

to do so as well. To a great extent, it is the fulfilment of these rules that determines 

the success or failure of a trip. 

Rock crawling is not about rules. Nevertheless, rules facilitate, bound, and 

order trail rides. Obedience is a main factor in the summoning and continuance of 

the outback. Seriws etiquette breeches can rend the back country world, because 

they destroy its order. When the order is destroyed, the disorder-anarchy-of the 

l 3  Huizinga similarly argues against the idea that play is the opposite of 
seriousness (5,8). 
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ordinary world leaks in (HufFord. 1992, 48). " When this occurs. the community must 

work together to re-summon the outback- As will be discussed, this is accomplished 

by several means, including: informing the individual(s) of their breech in the hopes 

that they will reform their behavior. uniting as a group against the offending party, 

and/or ejecting those offensive persons from the group. 

The idea of a rule-govemed trip may fly in the face of stereotypical 

perceptions concerning the off-road experience. And many Rock Crawlers feel that 

those not familiar with their community assume that trail rides are undertaken to 

escape the order of society for the liberty to drive haphazardly, get wild, and party, 

in unpoliced mountain and desert expanses (Quinn Mottensen, 4/21 11 996). For 

most Rock Crawlers such motivations could not be farther from the truth; and 

misunderstandings and misrepresentations irk them. Brian tsaacson lamented that 

'out of thirty years of rock crawling in Moab, the media only shows the drunk spring 

break college students that go down there. They aren't even Rock Crawlersm 

(611 711 997). 

Instead of venturing into the back country to party, Rodc Crawlers enter these 

spaces to exit the ordinary world. Rather than anarchy, 'inside the (outback] an 

absolute and peculiar order reigns. Here M e  come across another, very positive 

feature of play: it creates order, is order" (Huizinga. 10). 'Rules are inseparable from 

[trail rides]. . .they transform [them] into.. .instn~ment[sJ of fecund and decisive culture. 

But a basic freedom is central to [the rides] ... to stimulate distraction and fantasyn 

'' Huidnga notes that "'offense against the rules [can cause] a collapse of the play 
spirit, a sobering.. .disenchantment" (2 I ). 
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(Caillois, 27). The outback, then, offers the chance to exist in a bounded world 

maintained through a set of rules ensuring a safe, ordered, society. 

"Crisisw situations follow the deliberate breach of these rules; Rock Crawlers 

'seek to retard the outbreak of open crisis [through follawing] elaborate rules of 

etiquettew (Victor Turner, 1991, 9). Off-road behavior tenets focus upon bringing the 

group together as a unit, driving one's vehide responsibly. and having respect for 

the environment. l6 Adherence to these principles avoids crisis, and maintains back 

country order (Caillios, 8). Drivers are usually well aware of what constitutes good 

or bad 'trail etiquette" (Quinn Mortensen, 4/21/1996). As noted, basic concerns 

center upon proper group interadion, responsible vehide use, and positive treatment 

of the landscape. '' Following is a breakdown of the concerns in these three areas. 

APPROPRIATE GROUP INTERACTION 

Rock Crawlers are specific when it comes to what makes good outback 

experiences. These judgements frequently center upon acceptable and 

unacceptable off-road behavior. Rock Crawlen often discuss what makes for good 

trail rides; statements recumfly list features they like about certain types of terrain. 

" We shall later see that the breech of the rules can engender heated emotions- 
from agitation to the extreme of possible violence. As will be discussed, such anger 
occurs because a break of conduct rules threatens to collapse outback borders. 

l6 Birrel1 has discussed "rituals [as] rules of conduct" (357). 

" For more on these rules, see: Nylund, 102-35. 
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But a major element of the outback experience is the quality of group interaction 

(Bale, 130)- Becci Neal notes: 

Wdl. I enjoy being with friends. It's a lot of fun going with people you 
already know, or going with a group of people-some of whom you 
know just vaguely or you've been introduced to bnefly, and getting to 
know them better as you pause on the trails and-you know-pause for 
lunch breaks. Or, waiting for the trucks to get through the difficult 
parts it's always fun to make new friends and to meet new people. 
(1 /26/l997) 

This fkiendshipping dynamic runs deeper than just making new fiends. It is routinely 

asserted that members of the group must be willing to do whatever it takes to help 

each other through a trail. 

During interviem Jim Broadbent answered all my questions about trail rides 

with the plural 'we." When I asked why he used *we" instead of "I," he stated: 

'You're not doing it alone...Youlre participating with other individuals' (41911 996). Ed 

lsaacson detailed his favorite trail ride with a narrative commenting on the 

exceptional group dynamic occuning during that specific ride. 

Ed: [Surprise Canyon] was the most fun. I think it had to do with the 
atmosphere. It's probably the hardest Jeeping in the shortest amount 
of time-we had seven vehicles, and it took us about six hours to go 
up the canyon- And you winch over- 

David: -f he canyon is less than a mile isn't it? 

Ed: Yeah, it's less than a mile. And you're going up ... abwt 12 hundred 
feet. And you're winching over seven or eight waterfalls. Really 
tough, tough, demanding, technical, hard, 4-wheeling. But it's so 
beautiful. And just the group we had, and just the excitement of it-I've 
never had anything like it! Then when we got to Panamint City (a 
ghost town at the top of the bail] we had a ball. We went up to all the 
old mining stuff...And then coming back down I was so scared and so 
hyped-upbut yet so excited. I haven't been that excited about 
something for years-and just had a ball.. .And then that groupthere 
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just was something about the gmup that was just-everybody got 
along peHecily. Them wasn't a cross word. There wasn't a-and I 
broke an axle and had a horrible time getting out of there. Really a 
tough-a tough trip out. I had more trouble getting out than I did 
getting in. (411 6/1996, emphasis added) 

For Ed, this was the best back country experience that he has ever had. 

Despite the fact that he snapped one of his front axles and barely made it off the 

trail, this ride is remembered by him primarily for its superb group dynamic. In fact, 

Ed notes that he loved the ride so much that he 'burned back to camp," fixed his 

front axle, and was on another trail with the same group just hours later. 

The important factor in creating this positive dynamic is a willingness to lose 

one's self within the group. Essentially, the 'social" aspects of trail rides are 

assumed to be 'inherentn to the outback experience (Miracle, 61). Trail rides: 

give us an opportunity to go out with people who enjoy doing the same 
things we do. Ninety percent of the people I've met, I've gotten along 
with extremely well. I've not met anyone I haven't liked in the club 
[Lone Peak]. But also ... it's a very family-oriented dub, it's very 
relaxing, a very comfortable Wing, you don't feel like it's a-any sort 
of competition when you're with the individuals. They are all very 
willing and eager to help one another. (Quinn Mortensen, 4/21 I1 996) 

Sharing, friendly conversation, and a wiilingness to help each other-sometimes to 

the point of placing oneself in danger-these qualities are expected of trail ride 

participants (figs: 5.7. 5.8). Those reticent about rubbing elborn with others, while 

getting a rig unstuck, or while having a bite to eat at a lunch break, will likely be 

eschewed in favor of more communally minded participants. They are also at risk 

of being labelled an 'ass ho~e,"'~ or someone who is known to be uncooperative. 

l 8  This term describes an individual's outback etiquette and is not utilized in the 
same way as it would be used in situations outside o f  the rock crawling context. 
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FIG: 5.7 Fellow trail ride paraupam M p  Marlc Miloer as be desceods High Dive. (Corntesy Mark Milner) 

Well known Rock Crawler, Rick Russell, leads trail rides through some of 

Western America's most difficult trails. He also produces a series of "how tom 

videos. Drivers planning to run certain trails can watch the videos to learn what they 

need to bring on the trip, and what modifications their 4x4 needs, to competently 

negotiate the trail. Concerning group interaction on trails, Rick states: 

The main job of [participants] is fairly easy. First, you need to harass 
every driver who goes through [a difficult section of trail]. Ask them 
how they made it this far or if they really have a drivers' license. And 
give them hell if they move any of the rocks. But if they need help, 
give it to them. And if they make it through, cheer them on. My best 
advice to the drivers: play along. Who knows, you may be the 
spectator someday. (Rubicon Tiail: Georgetown, California) 

His comments illustrate three significant points: (1) The importan- of constant and 
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FIG: SS Participants belp to push a Bnrwr, up Frenchie 's Fin on the Fms 'N' Tlrings trail. 
- -  

friendly verbal interadion. This interaction keeps the group in focus, rather than the 

individual. (2) Friendliness and humor keeps even the most serious situations 

manageable, and playful-not heavy or solemn (figs: 5.9-5.1 2). The verbal 

interaction between drivers and spectators breaks down divisions that might 

separate them (Hufford, 43, 53). Those drivers who get angry, or do not yell playful 

comments back to the crowd, are not playing their role to fadlitate group unity. 

Likew-se, spectators who yell personal attacks can collapse this unity. (3) When a 
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driver's safety is threatened, spectators should place the needs of this dnver/vehicle 

first. This means 'spotting" (directing) for the driver, pushing if me gets stuck. or 

vehicle extraction in the case of serious problems. Group members are expected 

to work as a unit to pass tests presented by the trail. Even children pitch in. 

Russell's comments seem to intimate that drivers are not part of the audience 

dynamic; this is not so. They regularly leave their vehicles to watch others negotiate 

the difficult sections they have driven-or are about to drive. Consequently, they are 

expected to act as productive bystanders when they are part of that group. 

But spectators are not the only ones with rules to follow. lg Drivers must also 

consider the group. This means not attempting trails that are beyond driver or 

vehicle abilities. Such attempts slow down the group. During a 1992 Jeep Safari 

ride on Seven Mik Rim trail I witnessed many drivers lose their cool because one 

or two grossly under-equipped vehicles stretched a five hour trip to nearly seven 

hours. The underquipped rigs struggled at every obstacle, and even in places not 

considered challenging. Due to the unprepared rigs, a large portion of the trail- 

including some of its noted obstacles-had to be by-passed to finish before dark. 

Groups unencumbered by such drivers avoid these hold-ups. During the 1996 Jeep 

Safari', the Hell's Revenge trail group comprised rigs that were so well prepared that 

the trail leader, Chris Stephens, added several miles of extra trail to the planned ride. 

Even with this added length the group still got home by the anticipated time. 

l9  It must be remembered that these people get back into the rigs until the next 
difficult section of trail. Here, drivers and passengers will once again leave their rigs to 
watch others in the group attempt the obstacle at hand 
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FIG: 19 A Bronco attempts the Dragon 's Taii. whiie watched fiom the trailside by fellow participants. 

FIG: 5.10 Participants Qathered ar the l e e  3/4 rq, the Dmgon 's Td17 on tbe Steel Bender sail. 
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IG: 5.1 I -4 group waiis for 2 Dc&e zs it hishes i s  ciimb q ?oruro S a i d  Hi!/ cn He?les Revenge e l .  

F I G  1 A group waia for a Ddge as it finishes its climb up Pomo SrIpdHill on Hell 3 Revenge Pail. 

FIG: 5.12 A crowd watches Gary Addrwwr dimb his Toyota up F m h e  's Fin, on fins 'N' mings trail 
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While in the outback continual movement is important. Maintaining the set 

schedule is squally as important. Thus, not spending too much time on a given 

obstacle is vital. Usually three tries per driver is acceptable; more than that only 

slows down the group. Besides, most drivers feel that 'if you can't do it in the first 

three tries. you won't make it at alln (Dan Wynkoop. 411 996). During the 1994 safari 

a driver noted that one individual was awful to have on trail rides and that he was not 

liked. H e  added that this individual took too much time on obstacles, ignoring the 

rest of the group as they waited for him. On one trail ride this bad driver repeatedly 

attempted an obstacle-without success-as a group of at least 40 vehicles waited. 

Group physical unity must be maintained. One of the ultimate etiquette 

breeches is for the group to leave one of its members behind by accident: 'You need 

to travel at the rate that the &west vehicle is travelling at, because you need to stay 

toget her" (Quinn Mortensen , 412 111 996). Participants should never leave anyone 

on a trail. 

At the beginning of the trails he leads. Chip Brox reminds drivers that the 

vehicle behind them should always remain visible in their rear-view mirror (1992, 

1993, 1994, 1996, safaris). If drivers regularly monitor each other in this way, 

nobody will be stranded if their rig becomes disabled. If the vehicle behind a driver 

drops from view, that driver is responsible for waiting for the missing vehide to 

catch-up. Or they must turn around and locate the errant rig. This also prompts 

driven to keep up with the group ahead of them. Lagging or taking too much time 

on obstacles causes a disturbance in the group's cohesion (fig: 5-13). 
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FIG: 5.13 Drivers keep & dm m sight as tramse aJeep S&wi OaiL (- Ken Harrison) 

Intoxication and the abuse of controlled substances are also an outback 

taboo. Some people see no problem with occasionally consuming a beer or two at 

lunch break; but more than one or two beers is seen as a serious breech. Control 

is a necessity in many M-road driving Jituations. If someone is nat fit to drive on the 

street, they are not tit to drive off-road. Additionally, the family nature of these trips 

creates a dynamic not condudve to upartymng.m In his trail journal Ed lsaacson noted 

an instance during the 1992 Jeep Sahn when a few drivers attempted to drive a trail 

while intoxicated: 

Our trail was called Fins and Things, and our trail leader was Jean 
Akens. and the heJpers were Tom and Temy Norman. Well right away 
we had problems, with a bunch of drunks called the [4x4  climber^].^ 

" The club name has been changed. 
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They wouldn't keep up and were obviously drinking and had a bunch 
of smart mouths on the C.B. 

He then notes how trail ride participants rectified the situation: 'Right away they were 

invited to leave, and basically dropped out and followed us some distance back." 

Ed's account illustrates that abusing these substances while in the back 

country disturbs the group dynamic and is not tolerated. Many clubs, such as the 

Lone Peak 4-Wheelers, are formed for *family off-roading," and forbid any type of 

substance abuse in the club charter. The conspicuous absence of these substances 

is evident-even at many dubs' non4wheeling events. No Lone Peak Cwheelem 

meetings involve alcohol. Likewise, no Red Rock 4-Wheekr events during the Moab 

Easter Jeep Sahn serve intoxicating beverages. 

Serious breeches to these rules are rare; when they do occur they are 

remembered. Luckily, it is the general lack of such negative behavior that brings 

groups together while in the outback. J.E. Malmberg, a neophyte Rock C ~ ~ ~ e r ,  was 

so enamored with her first back country experience that she wrote an editorial letter 

to a magazine that focuses on rock crawling. The letter articulated many of the 

ideals held by the community: 

The camaraderie, fellowship and mutual support was something 
une>cpeded that developed over the many hours of shared challenges, 
fears and very occasional dirt-breathing. Togetherness is part and 
parcel of this pastime that very quickly becomes a passion for many 
of us who crave the old-fashioned notion of Good Clean Fun ... . It was 
at this point that the importance of mutual support really came home. 
For the experienced driver this comes as no surprise. Contrary to 
what most people think, four-wheeling is not a solo endeavor. Yes, it 
is only you and your vehicle inside the cab. The level of individual 
concentration is, to say the least, intense. However, outside that 
vehide there's you, your leader, your spotter, your friends and all the 
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rest of those crazy folks who are just like you, ready to cheer you on, 
get you through, and pull you out if necessary. (20.22) 

It is interesting that she refers to off-mading as "Good Clean Fun;" this seems 

to contrast what she wnsiders to be healthy communal interaction on the trail with 

that occumng in the ordinary wwld. A belief that the badc country is an escape from 

the negative factors in contemporary society underscores her comments. Malmberg 

is also keenly aware that a trail ride's 'sacredw quality is contingent upon group 

interaction which is, in part, necessitated by the landscape's ruggedness. 

Others have stated that one of the most important factors of 4-wheeling is 

having consideration and patience for one's fellow participants. Experienced drivers 

have an obligation to help those with less experience or less competently modified 

rigs (Ed Isaacson. 4/16/1996). Others reiterate the importance of 'the people you 

meet. the camaraderie, the association, the social4 guess-interadion" in creating 

the outback (Matt Smith, 4/4/1 996). 

Chris Stephens-an e>cperienced and well travelled Rock Crawler-noted that 

the worst trail he ever drove was the Rubicon. When pressed as to why the trail was 

so bad, his reply focused upon an unacceptable group dynamic. Those on this ride 

did nothing to help each other, and were cross with Chris and his wife, Tamara, 

because they did not drive the same vehide make or model as the rest of the 

group2' The loathsome quality of the ride was not determined by the physical nature 

" Most clubs are based in certain locations. For instance, Red Rock 4- Wheelers 
are located in Moab, Utah, while the Lone PeaR &Wireelers are based in American Fork, 
Utah. Other clubs are based upon vehicle make or model and do not depend as rigidly 
upon location: for instance, the Eadv Bronco Registry is a national club comprised solely 
of owners of  1966-1977 Ford Broncos. Likewise, the 7byota LcrndCruiser Associafion is 
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of the trail or landscape; rather, it resulted from the negative attitudes and demeanor 

of his cornpat~iots.~ in fad. Chris made it dear that he would like to do the Rubicon 

again in the company of people who 'don't have bad attitudes" (7/21/1994). In other 

words, each time a trail is run, it is, in a sense, a different space. A new creation. 

Topography and cornmunrty combine on each trail ride to make that back country a 

separate context These are often referred to and evaluated as discrete units. In 

that way Chris can say that the Rubicon is the worst trail he has ever run, yet be 

excited to drive it again. 

Glenn Wakefield, of Park Cw, Utah, notes a similar means for evaluating the 

worth of trails. Glenn is an extreme driver, and describes himself as wanting to 

"push things to the edge in my recreational endeavors." When asked, 'what makes 

a good trail?" he answered: 'The company you are with. Mildly challenging trails with 

great company are as good or better than super technical trails with a bunch of 

jerks.. .But mainly the company you are with can make or break a trail" (1 OJ2411996). 

Glenn was quick to note that he rock crawls for the thrill, primarily driving the most 

difficult trails he can find; if he wants to 'smell the flowers" he'll ride his mountain 

bike. But as he siates above. even the most technically exciting trails can be ruined 

by a group that does not get along well. 

a club for Toyota Land Cruiser owners. 

" This specific trail ride lacked the "groupness" needed to make the ride a 
success. [n fact, at least one magazine took the opportunity to publicly chastise the club 
that sponsored the event because the Rock Crawling community was so outraged when 
rumors of the trip began to circulate. It was even stated that such behavior could 
crumble the foundations of the community. 
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Aithough having beautiful sights or a tough physical environment is important 

to the rock crawling experience, the quality of the landscape does not solely 

determine the worth of a trail ride. Rather, the positive conduct of one's fellow 

travellers adds to the beautiful territory. The quality of the topography is imperative, 

but even the most beautiful and challenging trail can be ruined by people who do not 

use proper trail ride etquette. For Chris, the Rubicon topography is alluring enough 

that he is excited to run the trail again. However, the trail was not good on his initial 

trip because his comrades bmeched the limits of acceptable back country manners. 

RESPONSIBLE VEHICLE USE 

The second set of behavioral tenets focuses upon the driver/vehide 

relationship. As machines specifically constructed to enter the outback world, rock 

crawlers are given extraordinary respect. They should never be abused. Readers 

may ask themselves how drivers avoid abusing vehicles while driving them off four 

foot cliffs and over boulder-strewn aeek beds (figs: 5.14, 5-15)? Yet there are ways 

prescribed by the community for such conditions. 

The term 'gracefuln has been used to describe how a 4x4 should be driven 

(Jim Broadbent, 4/9/1996). 'Basically the vehicle [should] be moving in a smooth, 

controlled, movement.. . not jerky or rough-something that would be. if you will. like 

a ballet dancer in some context. It looks like you have control as you go up 

over ... thing[sIn (4/9/1996). 'You need to think about the coned line to take and plan 
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FIG: 5. IS C M e  Copsq climbs a Large ledge with his modified S- 10 Blazer. (Coraesy Dan Wynkaop) 
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aheadn (McGee, 38)? Slow and controlled movements are less likely to damage 

vehicles: first, because rigs are less likely to lose traction while moving slowly; 

second, because a wildly bouncing rig is more apt to twist or break parts-like axles, 

motor mounts. hubs. or any number of other vital parts. Bouncing also leads to roll- 

overs. Rolling is a reality, and can happen to even the best drivers. 

Tough terrain should be attempted with precision and control rather than a 

lead foot on the gas pedal. The slower one goes the better. In fact. slowness is a 

virtue many drivers now take to extremes. To put on a shaw for other participants 

drivers often traverse obstacles as slowly as possible.z4 Remember: nearly any 

vehicle can pass over rugged terrain if it is moving fast enough. However, the toll 

exacted upon vehicles speeding through :=ugh terrain is a mighty one. An 

application of too much gas can lead to excessive tire-spin, which is also looked 

upon with consternation- Wildly spinning tires signify a driver using too much gas; 

this oould cause the tires to rip as they spin on jagged rocks. Jim Broadbent notes 

that good driven can respect their vehicles and the landscape. even while driving 

in difficult terrain. Readers should notice how the vehicle fits into the puzzle-like 

" Bale notes that many "sports involve the fitting of body movements into a 
context where they can more effectively evoke the satisfaction which comes from the 
successful strategtc participation in the landscape7' ( 123). Such comments accurately 
describe ideal outback driving. 

'' Because of the incredibly low gearing vehicles now have (many have gearing 
exceeding 100: 1 ), crawl speeds can be so slow that motion is hardly perceptible. Such 
gearing is real show material. 
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nature of trail neg~tiation:~~ 

Basically you've got to be able to look at land farmation or rock 
m a t - ,  and. ..pick what they call a @linen to go up it. In some way in 
your mind you visualize how that vehicle would go up that. It has to 
do with the ... lay of the land, as well as the size of your vehicle ... And 
so you kind of envision this thing mentally-and bk at it from a couple 
different perspectives-whether you pick the line that you think would 
be the most-either the most challenging or the most do-able, 
depending on what you're trying to do there. So then, your abilrty to 
follow that mental picture and make it happen, and keep the vehicle 
moving, and not abusing the vehkk. It's easy to drive by power, but 
that's not what #s all about. (4/9/ 1 996, emphasis added) 

Others similarly comment on the complex driver and rig unity that Rock 

Crawlers should feel. 

Even the best trail can be ruined for me-you know-you have people 
taking up and beating old vehicles and don't really have any idea of 
what they are doing ... what does the magazine refer to them as: 'low- 
class yahoo Jeepers with little regard for personal safety or vehicle 
whatsoever." (Matt Smith, 4/4/1996) 

Little respect is generally given to drivers who do not share an intimacy with their rig. 

These drivers are often dangerous to be around because of their erratic control. In 

fact, the negative stigma attached to such individuals has a name; they are referred 

to as "ya-hoos." This We, often used synonymously with 'red neck" or 'ass-hole." 

designates a socially offensive standing in the community. Luckily, there are few 

drivers of this type. But as noted above, one bad apple can spoil the whole bin. 

Their bad driving can result in a ruined trail ride, or even lost trail access privileges 

for the community in the future. 

'* Gerald L. Pocius notes that "landscape provides a puzzle that will never be 
solved, and therefore a topic for endless discussion" (199 1,901. Like this "endless 
discussion'' Rock Crawlers repeatedly return to the back country t o  solve the physical 
riddles it poses. 
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Rock Crawlers react negatively to those who 'beat on" their rigs because it 

is assumed that there should be a vehideldriver unity. 'Within the [outback] the self 

of the [driver] is an expanded self that incorporates (one's rig]. Taking on his [back 

country] persona, a [driver] projects himself into a [trail ride] via his [4x4In (Hufford, 

1992, 51 ). I have already noted the propensity for Rock Crawlers to see their 

vehicles as extensions of their bodied6 in fact, 'in the [back country], the minimum 

unit is a [driver] plus his [vehicle]" (53). This dynamic is evidenced by the regular 

usage of the same definition-rock crawler-for one's vehicle and for oneself. 

This unrty is further revealed by drivers' propensRy to refer to the combination 

of themselves and their 4x4s as 'I." This is not a slip of the tongue, it emphasizes 

the self expansion that drivers experience2' This unity is created by the intimate 

knowledge that ames from having created one's rig, and driven it extensively off- 

road while being sensitive to every movement, sound, and flex while driving. Driving 

is, in this aspect, a sensuous experience. Drivers 'feel" the trail via their vehicle. 

Chris Stephens has discussed a sensation of "walking" as he drives his Jeep along 

trails. He notes that one's unity with a vehicle is not a constant. It fluctuates; some 

days a driver will be in better sync with their rig than others (711 994). 

4x4s are tools for traversing the back country, they are also extensions and 

expressions of self. With this basic understanding of the unity between driver and 

4x4, it is not hard to imagine the implications of abusing one's rig. Self abuse, 

2' See chapter two. 

" For more on the expanded "pronoun [used] to refer indiscriminately to the 
[ve h ide]  and to the [driver],'' see: Bale, 123. 
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violence, lack of responsibility, and low self wwth are all images used to define those 

who "beat on" their rock crawlers- The term 'masochist* has even been used to 

describe such drivers. Unnecessarily 'trashing" one's rig is the ultimate sign of 

irresponsibility and immaturity. 

During the 1994 Jeep Safari. a driver consistently abused his vehicle while 

negotiating a tough trail. To make it climb a ruggedly steep and rocky incline called 

Potato Salad Hill he took a run at speeds that were reported to be in excess of 15 

to 20 mph (fig: 5.16). At a location on another trail he ran his rig across a crack (the 

GoMen Cmck) at an angle know to be dangerous. By the end of the ride. his truck 

had a shattered windshield and a bashed-in body. Both had occurred from the 4x4 

being 'laid over" 28 during the ride. Such addents infrequently happen to drivers; 

however, rugged terrain sporadically does take its toll. Yet this damage had resulted 

from the driver's 'win at all cosr attitude. He was the talk of the 1994 event and 

people eschewed his company. He was labelled 'Crazy J O ~ . " ~ ~  as rumors circulated 

about his unacceptable driving style. Some people were angry and did not want him 

to take part in any other trail rides. They felt that he did not add a positive note to 

the rides he drove; his negative example was not goad either. Two years after the 

incident, people still talked about his hijinks. In 1996 his driving was reported to be 

less erratic, but it was still not tolerable. 

'' Laying-over a rig refers to a partial roll-over. The vehicle rolls onto its side. but 
does not go all the way onto its roof  

'' His name has been changed to protect his identity. 
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FIG: 5.16 -Crazy Joe'. careens up Po- Jproa Hrrl. oa me Herr s m n g e  m. Mmutes later ne rouea llls 4x4 
in a s.emnd-"at least 40 miles-per-bwr"-a!tempt (Mark Milna. 1/24/1998). (Counesy Mark Miiner) 

RESPECT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

Respeding the outback environment is a primary concern for Rodc Crawlen 

and socializing generally focuses upon group interaction with the landscape. 

Participants discuss how challenges can be negotiated without harming the trails. 

Respecting the landscape is bound tightly with retaining the right to continue using 

the outback. Drivers are well aware that abusing trails or the land sumunding them 

can lead to trail closures by the government or private land owners. Consequently, 

rules have been adopted that regulate the driving habits of those entering the 

outback. These tenets concerning back country treatment are called 'treading 
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lightly." Although Tread Lightly! has been discussed previously,30 it is important to 

focus upon the movement again in terms of its affect on the trail riding experience. 

Besides regulating driving habits, this code additionally mandates that drivers 

not only refrain f m  littering, but that they also pick up any trash left by others. The 

volume at which people play their stereos is even an issue. Booming stereos, 

although installed in some rigs, should not be played loud. Excessive volumes not 

only drown out the sound of a vehide's engine-hearing one's engine is important to 

monitoring vehicle performance-but it scares away local fauna and makes 

conversation difficult. 

Chip Brox, as well as the other trail leaders at the Moab Easter Jeep Safari, 

believe responsible off-road behavior is imperative to maintaining back country 

landscapes. Hence, Chip gives a 'treading lightly* lecture during the lunch break of 

every trail ride he leads (Jeep Safaris: 1992, 1993, 1994, 1996). He reminds 

participants that responsible care not only assists in conjuring the outback, but helps 

the community keep the legal right to use these public lands. 

I think that we have to teach people in all aspects of off-road and off- 
site use of the land-whether it be mountain biking, whether it be 
Jeeping, whether it be hiking. backpacking-proper and rightful use of 
the desert-country of south-east Utah. That's very important. We 
have to teach people how to use the country- And if we do that, the 
next generation and the next generation of off-road 4-wheel 
enthusiasts will have the same rights and privileges that we do. If we 
don't do that, that privilege and right is going to be taken away from 
us. So its very important.. . that we educate people to take care of the 
public lands. (Chip Brox, 4/7/1996) 

Question and answer sessions encourage participants to ask questions and add 

30 See chapter two. 
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their own views to the conversation. Conversations are aimed at including all 

present within the care-for-the-land dynamic. Children, too, are encouraged to ask 

questions in many of these conversations- 

Chip reminds new drivers. as well as seasoned veterans, that keeping the 

land pristine is their responsibility. This responsibility entails 'packing out what you 

pack in." and goes beyond merely picking up trash (Chip Brox, 1996 Jeep Safan). 

It means packing out your body's solid waste. The effect exacted upon the desert's 

fragile ecological balance by large groups can be dangerous, so doing all possible 

to lessen this risk is each driver's responsibility. Chip comically sits on the trail ride's 

official 'porta-potty" as he speaks. 3' thus creating a light and joking atmosphere (fig. 

5.1 7). In this way, a topic of extreme importance to the ammunity can be discussed 

in a relaxed format. 

f he outback experience, then, involves conquering the landscape without 

leaving a trace. Most rules for off-road driving focus upon this ideal. Consequently, 

many individuals cannot understand why people outside the community persist in the 

belief that Rock Crawlers destroy the back country landscapes. Often, Rack 

Crawlers-trying to elucidate this problem--give elaborate accounts of positive 

promotion and activities regarding land use. These accounts detail their own eco- 

friendly behavior, and even T& L@ht&!s work with auto manufacturers and auto- 

oriented magazines: 

" Each trail leader in the Jeep Sofori carries a porta-potty for attendees to use 
while in the outback. 
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FIG: 5.17 Chip Brox sits on a pom-pmy during a T d L i g / u & !  m the Scmt Spim Pail. 

I have a membership [to Triad Lightly!l.. . not because I feel a 
strong urge to be philanthropic with my money. but because I w p m -  
and want others who see my wild looking vehideto know that I 
s u m  taking care of the environment. My Tmad &My! sticker sits 
right next to my lM8A sticker on the back window. I get really bugged 
with people that leave garbage and/or various kinds of trash on the 
trails. I really get bugged with gun owners that go out on forest roads, 
shoot-up everything, and leave their gun trash laying around. Gun 
trash means empty shdls and cartridges. I was on Rubicon [trail] last 
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year and saw some guys pulling down a dead tree for firewood. This 
tree really added to the scenic nature of the meadow in which we 
stoad. I was really disappointed. 

None of my f i s  'wheel; they think that 4x4 guys are all beer- 
swilling yahoos that drive into the mountains and leave their shit 
everywhere. That is because all they see is the trash left over by the 
one or two jerkoffs that fit that bill ... not the hundreds of others that 
have passed through cleanly. There is a general misconception out 
there about who we are.. . but on the other hand.. .there are still a lot of 
guys that could care less about the environment, and tear it up. At 
least Tread Lightly! gets us into the media and hopefully into the 
political arena where we can show that most of us are responsible, 
and want to keep the environment intact while still maintaining trail 
access. (Glenn Wakefield, 1 012411 996) 

As is evident from this statement, drivers have strong opinions when it comes to how 

the outback should be treated-and how others think it is treated by Rock Crawlers. 

These opinions generate anger when these frustrated people catch others 

mistreating these landscapes, or hear people hastily generalizing about aH off- 

roaders, based upon the actions of a few individuals. There is no better way to 

anger Rock Crawlers than to tell them that their activities destroy the landscape. 

Several members of the Lone Peak CWheekm were discussing stereotypical 

images of Rock Crawkrs. One individual noted that people see their highly modified 

4x4s, and assume the rigs are driven 'hell-bent over the terrain." Charlie Copsey 

vehemently replied: 'Half the reason we build [rigs] up is so we won't rip up the 

land." Others often touch upon the 'leave no tracen concept: 'There's a lot of areas 

that I've gone across, and walked back. and y w  cannot teI/-other than that you are 

on dirt-that the vehicles have passed there. And that's the way it should be. The 

last thing you need is these -lane ruts travelling all over the country' (Quinn 

Mortensen, 4/21 /1996). 
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The most important aspects of treading lightly, then, are those that concern 

one's driving habits. After all, the vehicles offer the greatest potential for damage. 

And damage to the trails ruins them by lessening the illusion of a pristine landscape. 

This also provides ammunition for groups with a goal to close back country areas to 

vehicle access. Consequently, driving slowly is once again an important issue. Slow 

driving-known as 'crawlingn or 'rock surfing" to the group-not only keeps one's 4x4 

from being damaged by the terrain, but keeps the 4x4 from damaging the terrain. 

Tires rotating slowly, pulling a rig up and over rocks, will not create damage like four 

wildly spinning ones. 

Another important aspect of driving is not 'Maring trails" Blazing a trail refers 

to driving one's rig off the established trail. Such behavior is thought of as 

inexcusable; drivers are expected to keep to the existing trails. Rarely do serious 

Rock Crawlers breech this rule; if someone does, they are immediately chastised. 

On the Fins 'N' Things trail, during the 1 994 Jeep Safari, a group of teen-age boys 

in a Jeep careened off the trail and through 40 or 50 feet of desert vegetation. The 

C.B. was immediately jammed with a torrent of comments aimed at the driver. He 

was informed in no uncertain terms that such behavior was unacceptable and that 

if it continued he would be expelled from the group. 

Thus, many Rock Crawlers not only try to care for the outback environment, 

but also consider themselves environmentalists: 

I very definitely believe that / am an environmentalist. I love the 
outdoors-all aspects of the outdoors: hunting fishing. 4-wheeling, as 
much or more than anybody else. And so right off the bat, I think that 
people that 1 like to associate with-you see on the trail-are those who 
practice msponsibk land use and land management. And you know. 
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that goes beyond packing out your trash ... It means that I don't like to 
see people who are doing things like 'high markingn-for example-on 
hills. You know, 'let's see how high up [the hill] I can get my tracks 
and ruts." Or, the people that tear-up the land. Hey, believe me, I 
love climbing. But you know. there are certain times when you just 
don't go running pel1 mell over bushes-or make tracks and things like 
that. We try to stay on the trails and roads that have been established 
for our recreational activity. We try not to blaze new traits. (Matt 
Smith, 4/4/1996) 

It is important to note that the above comments concerning responsible land use are 

muched in terms of communal dynamics. The remarks begin with commentaries on 

the speakers' environmentalist tendencies, then shift to focus upon social interaction 

with each other and with the physical environment- 

Caring for the land is a sensitive point for Quinn Mortensen; he is one of the 

most conscientious drivers that I have met. He also considers himself to be 

ecologically minded. And like others in the community, he shuns driving through 

trails that are not ecologically sound. When disarssing important aspects of treading 

lightly, Quinn begins by addressing when and where to drive in the back country: 

I view it as not only staying on a designated trail, but avoiding 
damaging the existing trail ...If I come upon mud, I avoid going through 
it at any high speeds- And if I can, I avoid it all-together. That's how 
you get the really bad ruts in the road-things like that. Which, as 
soon as you get a rut, that channels the water-which is going to cause 
more erosion through that area. (412 1 /I 996) 

Although Quinn specifically addresses muddy trails, he points out that it is not 

acceptable to drive one's rig over land that is in a fragile state. It is expected that 

at such locations driven will skirt the problem, avoiding the possibility of making a 

bad situation worse. This means that during parts of the year, or during certain 

weather conditions, driving may be unacceptable on some trails. 
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Rock Crawlers are aware of their potential effect(s) upon the land. And 

contrary to what they see as a stereotyped image, most consider themselves to be 

ecologically minded. 32 Because the outback provides the haven into which they 

journey, it is important that possible problemcausing incidents be avoided. 

The key thing ... is keeping the existing trails in their pristine condition. 
Don't do anything that is going to damage the trails-that's going to 
make it so the Fomstry Sewice says. 'Well this trail has gotten to the 
point to where it is erosion which is putting silt into the stream 
bed, which is hurting the fish and wildlife of the area. So we have to 
close this trail down." If we take care when we am off-roading then we 
won't have a problem. (Quinn Mortensen, 412111 996) 

Quinn is a good example; he eschews back country trips with individuals known to 

drive in a violent or disrespectful nature. Many Rock Crawlers have noted that there 

seem to be a growing number of people drawn to the sport who do not adhere to its 

social constructs. They seem to be enamored with the extreme driving and neglect 

the social aspects which are assumed by most Rodr Crawlers to go along with this 

driving. Primary offenses of this nature are drivers who do not respect the land, or 

their rigs. They 'needlessly spin their tires." drive in inappropriate locations. and 

'hammer their rigs on the racksn (David Jawis, 9/16/1998). Quinn has little patience 

for such drivers and routinely daims that they do not make good driving companions. 

3' Many who call themselves "ecologically" minded will preface the term with 
some form of disclaimer so as not to seem like the --eco-freak" (folk within activist 
groups) that appear on the news. To most Rock Crawlers, these individuals are zealots 
with little regard for anything but their own egocentered goals. They are viewed with 
loathing and anger. 
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A TRAIL ETlQUE7TE BREECH AND ITS IMPLICATIONS 

At the 1996 Mosb Easter Jeep Safari, members of the Lone Peak 4-1s 

buzzed about a shocking 'incidentw that occurred during a trail ride (Ed lsaacwn, 

411611 996). Days later, tempers still rose when the group got together and 

discussed it. It was viewed by many as the worst violation of trail manners they had 

ever witnessed. Several people in the group adamantly expressed the intention to 

avoid the Jeep Safari in the future; they believed the safari was being over-run by 

people from outside the Rock Crawling community who did not share 'our values." 

Others questioned the future quality of "our communityw if "these people" and their 

offensive behavior could even exist within group bounds. Ed Isaacson, who 

witnessed the incident. recalled it: 

When that occurred, we were out on the Behind the Rocks area 
[F map 2]-on a trail, behind the leader which was a guy from Red 
Rock [4-WhedersJ-the oWal leader. And the [offending] group was 
coming in the opposite direction up the hill ... and that's a very narrow 
area-not much room to get around. There are some big slickrock 
spots that you could stop and get out of the way if you wanted to. So 
it's not like it's a n a m  track that you can't get around or can't get 
through. But what we were doing is going down, making slow 
progress, we had a big group-a lot of novice 4-wheelers-that were 
making really slow progress. 

And a group from-well the only license plate I saw was 
Arkansas, but it's a bunch of guys that have been in a bunch of 
magazines, that are very well known. I recognised two different rigs 
that I'd seen previously in +Wheeler [magazine], and 4 Wheel Drive 
& Sport Utildy [magazine], both. And they just flat-out drove right 
through the center of the group, basically held our group up. 
Somebody in our group got out and mouthed-off at them, and told 
them off-you know, get out of the way-to let us through. And so they 
just proceeded to drive out through the boonies-out through the sage 
brush-out through the micro-biotic crust and all that stuff they talk 
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about ... And just tore the place up. And as we went by, mouthed-off 
and flipped us off, and very belligerent, and very uncouth. And, we 
had ladies with us and there was some bad language. And it was just 
a real unpleasant, real ugly scene. 

And the part of it that probably upset me the most-it wasn't so 
much, you know the Tread bghtly! part of it that upset me the 
 most...[^] was that there was a lot of novice 4-wheelers that had never 
beerr out before. We talked to two or three of the groups-there was 
one guy from Illinios, it was his first trip to Utah, his first trip on an 
organized run-and it was an UGLY scene. And he was upset. He 
was really unhappy. And it just presented a really bad image of what 
the sport of 4-wheeling could be if people don't take care of it. And 
the guys that confronted [the offending group], and talked to them 
about it-finally backed off or I think they probably would have been 
assaulted. 1 think they would have got-they probably would have 
duked it out with the guys ... 

But it was-there were two big factors: it was an organized 
group and they came through the group! 'Didn't give us the rightof- 
way. And then, they were just, very obvious& off the trail and out in 
the boonies, and doing things that were not in harmony at all with the 
Tread Lghtly! concept And then, they wwe very rude and belligerent, 
ignorant, and just presented a very, very, poor image. Really Bad. 
(4/16/lQ96) 

It should be noted that the offending group transgressed two of the three 

outback behavior tenets: respect for others, and respect for the environment. It is 

no wonder that Ed's group reacted vehemently, this was a double offense. 

Discussing this inadent indepth will help readen understand why this incident was 

so offensive. 

The offence began when the trouble-makers broke the sense of community. 

This violation originated when the offending group did not give the right-of-way. 

When groups meet off-road, the right-of-way is nearly always given to the larger 

group, or in special cases it is relinquished to the grwp that cannot easily yield right- 

of-wa y : 
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1 think that in terms of group rides, there are some common courtesies 
that need to be observed. You know, that has to do with right-of-way 
for vehides. Even very simple things like not crowding individuals that 
are trying to go over obstacles, being aware of who's in front of you 
and who's behind you at all times. It's a lot like table manners, but it's 
things that we do out-.-on the trail. (Matt Smith, 4/4/1996) 

When someone is m i n g  the other way..-if I'm near a place where it's 
easy to pull off without damaging the wildlife or anything like that, then 
I'll pull over and wait for them to come by ... Probably 90 percent of the 
time, maybe even more than that, the peopie coming the other way- 
usually you know-wave 'Hiw and maybe say a greeting to each other. 
(Quinn Mortensen, 4/21/1996) 

During the Jeep Safari, official trail rides always take precedence over other 

groups using the trails. This means that official rides always get right-of-way. This 

meeting began with the offending group breaking all three of these tenets: they were 

a smaller group; they were in a position to more easily yield right-of-way; and they 

were not an official Jeep Safari trail ride-a point Ed makes very clear. 

Rather than moving to the trail sides, the offending group violated the sense 

of community again by driving through Ed's group. This act flies directly in the face 

of off-road hospitality. The ofkial, safari sponsored, 4x4s have now been forced off 

the trail wherever they can find a spot. Not only has the larger group's sequence 

been destroyed but its physical cohesion is also ruined. One of the most agitating 

aspects of this second offence is that by this time drivers realize the incident is no 

simple misunderstanding. Ed mentions that the offending drivers are well known- 

having been featured in magazhe artides and having run trails regularly in the area. 

Not only is their lack of respect overt, but they flaunt it in the faces of the larger 

group by vebally abusing those individuals who voice outrage at their actions. 

Ed makes it dear that the sihration is mxsened because neophyte drivem are 
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present. The community tries to initiate new drivers into good off-road habits by 

teaching proper etquette during gatherings like the Moab Easter Jeep Safari. Sierra 

Trek, the Dakota Challenge, and others. This means providing examples of what 

should, and should not, be d m  while on trails. Many drivers go out of their way to 

make sure newcomers understand what is expected of them. In Lone Peak 4- 

Wheelers' meetings, proper etiquette has been the object of discussions aimed 

towards newcomers (1 994 club meetings). The good examples for neophytes during 

this trail ride have now been undone in a few moments. The 'best facen has been 

ruined. This instance, according to Ed, upset many newcomers, some of whom 

travelled great distances to attend the safari. 

The second wave of offence comes after the trouble-makers have driven 

through Ed's group. They take their rigs off the trail. For the experienced drivers 

that they are, this is an especially offensive act. Not only are they tearing-up the 

landscape, but they are destroying the micrbbiotic crust (also known as the 

cryptobiotic soil crust). This soil is 'dominated by cyanobactena , and also include(s] 

soil lichens, mosses, green algae. microfungi and bacteria. These crusts play an 

important role in the ecosystems in which they occur" (National Park Service 

pamphlet). This thin algae-like black shell forms over desert sand. keeping it from 

blowing in the wind. Additionally, 'when moistened, [it] swell[s) up to ten times [its] 

dry size. This ability to intercept and store water benefitsw the other plant life in the 

desert (National Park Service pamphlet). 

Information about this important form of life is well publidsed during the safari; 
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it can be found in trait leader comments (during trail rides) and within articles in the 

Red Rock CWh8elem' Easter Jeep Satan magazine. Drivers are made aware that 

driving over this bio-formation kills it; and crust regrowth takes 'up to 50 years" 

(National Park Sewice pamphlet). They are also aware that a destroyed area is 

open to wind erosion for those re-growth years. 

Such harm also endangers the future of 4-wheeling in the affected areas 

because the government doses damaged locations to driving so they can 'heal" 

themselves. It is no wonder that Ed's group reacted strongly. Not only was a moral 

code broken and flaunted in their faces. the offenders then acted in a way that 

endangered the possibility of future excursions into this back country area. 

ENFORCING THE RULES 

Examining how the community enforces behavior codes furthers an 

understanding of haw Rock Crawlers view the back country landscapes-and how 

those landscapes affect communal interaction (Hughes, 103; Dunk, 67). The ways 

in which rules are enforced is equally telling: 

When [participants] are accused of inappropriate conduct and must 
defend or excuse their actions. or when [partidpants] stop play to fight 
over the finer points of what did or did not happen in a particular 
exchange, they pm& a window on their own interpretations of 
actions and events, and on the processes by which they collectively 
n- and i- interpretations as new cimmstances 
arise. (Hughes. 1 03, emphasis added) 

The 'window" is an understanding of communal attitudes arising from a 
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consideration of how that community chooses to enforce or overlook specific 

infractions to the play code. For instance, when the troublemakers cut through the 

safari group and then veered through the desert, it offended those on Ed Isaacson's 

. trailride. 

Neophyte drivers who unwittingly navigate Weir rigs off the trail may, however, 

not engender such a response. Rather, members of the community take them aside 

to tell them the nature of their mistake-and not to do it again. Likewise. if an 

individual or 4x4 were in some form of trouble, members of the group might have to 

travel off the trail to offer help. It is important to note that they would do all possible 

to minimize their impact on the terrain. The community tempers its response to a 

given act, based upon the context (Hughes, 95-6, 98). Driver attitude and 

membership level within the community are also taken into account. There was no 

leeway given in Ed's 'incident" because the offending drivers were known to be 

experienced. 33 

Responses to such actions, then, are based upon more than just a list of 

rules. They are based, in part. upon the knowledge level the offending individuals 

are thought to possess. In this way the canon of etiquette also reflects how the 

group sees itself (Hughes, 95). In other words, when a neophyte unw-ttingly breaks 

the rules, the breech is turned into a situation where the offender can be instructed 

33 Many people in the Lone Peak 4-W7zeeler.s could not make sense of this 
altercation. Hence, most dismissed this threat to their world view by stating that the 
offenders -'aren't really Rock Crawlers, they're just yahoo Cwheelers." Such comments 
move the offensive people-and therefore their acts-outside of the community; this 
maintains and protects Rock Crawler morals and identity that should be held by all. 
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as to what the group 'is," what the land represents, or how to act while in the 

outback. However, if an accomplished driver makes a similar transgression, 

participants realize the driver may be consciously violating the group's self-image. 

As Ed has detailed, the group reacts accordingly. 

There are several strategies for enforcing these rules: taking the offender 

aside to notify them of their problem. verbal abuse, gossip. verbal ejection, and in 

extreme cases ostracism." As noted, when someone does something deemed 

unacceptable they might be told that their behavior is seen as such. Such 

enforcement is usually reserved for new participants. 

Another, more public, way to n o w  someone about their problematic behavior 

is verbal abuse. This occurred on Fins 'N Things trail when a group of teenagers 

veered from the trail. The teens were told in no uncertain terms-via the C.B.-that 

their behavior was not appreciated. They were called several choice names: 'stop 

being an ass hole," 'get your piece of shit back on the trail." These, and other 

comments, were included in the verbal barrage aimed at them over the C.B. The 

C. B., a public forum, is used for such comments. The group unites in this 

"commun~ space" against the offender(s) who hear comments directed at them, not 

from individuals, but fiom an undifferentiated group voice. The anonymous 

statements, as it were, represent the feelings of the group as a whole. Thus, group 

unity is maintained against the offending individual(s) (Hughes, 1 01 ). 

Bad behavior also engenders gossip. Gossiping provides chances to further 

34 Dunk discusses similar rule enforcement in slow-pitch softball games (70-74). 
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unite the participants, letting the offender know that ttisher behavior is outside the 

parameters of normal back auntry decency. During a trail ride in 1992 1 was talking 

with Brian Gerk; as a large 4x4 drove by, he muttered: 'that guy's an ass hole." I 

asked why, and &ved a list of the offences committed by this driver and a few of 

his comrades. We conferred upon how such behavior was detrimental to 'the 

group." When enough people are engaged in gassiping about the negative behavior 

of a driver, rougher measures may be deemed necessary to curb such instances. 

In the case of seriously offensive drivers, the group may band together to 

e n g a g e  in what I label 'vehal ejection." Verbal ejection is when participants tacitly 

acknowledge that an individual is no longer M to remain with the group. At this point. 

the trailside banter normally used to include drivers within the gathering is turned 

against them. For instance, as valued driven proceed through a difficutt physical 

environment, it is normal to playfully tease the individual, while helping them in any 

way they may need. Chides and remarks yelled to drivers from the trail sides let 

them k n o w  they are valued by the community. This dynamic is inverted against 

offensive drivers, when the yelled remarks are aimed at urging them to attempt feats 

which could disable their 4x4. 

This activity hdps the group to dispby its unlty against the offensive member, 

while also contributing to the destruction of hiJher rig. Disabling the rig leads to the 

driver's inevitable ejection from the group because when the vehicle is broken, it 

cannot proceed. Instead of offering help to the brokendown driver, s/he is left to be 

towed out by the 'tail gunner." (Tail gunners are trail rides' final drivers, and are 

assigned beforehand to help broken-down rigs off the trail.) By uniting against the 
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offensive individual, the group displays its unity and protects group cohesion.35 

During a Jeep Safari ride on Gold Bar Rim trail in 1993, a Toyota pick-up 

loaded with obnoxious individuals was offending other participants on the ride with 

foul language and poor driving etiquette. Just before lunch a large ledge loomed in 

the trail. Only the best 4x4s attempted the obstacle. When the Toyota driver edged 

up to the ledge, people whispered: 'I hope he grenades* something," and "what an 

idiot, he'll never make it." Suddenly the group came alive, egging the driver on with 

comments: "you can do it, use more gas," 'hit it harder next time, you can make it." 

Repeatedly the driver hammered his truck against the ledge, eventually shattering 

his transmission. As participants helped to roll the damaged 4x4 from the obstacle, 

blue smoke billowing from under its body, people walked away laughing: 'What an 

idiot!" 

According to Kevin Perry, a similar instance occurred on the Hell's Revenge 

trail several years later. Kevin noted that the offensive driver was 'some spoiled rich 

kid with a brand new Toyota 4-Runner that his ... father probably bought him" 

(911 311 997). Kevin added that the driver 'hammered his rig on every obstaclew he 

encountered, showing no respect fbr the 'brand new truck.' After participants on the 

trail ride watched the driver repeatedly hammer his 4x4 against steep trail ledges, 

messages aimed at him were soon aired over the C.B. 

People were saying, 'Hey, hit it a little harder and you'll make it". . . I  
was behind him and I'd see that the worst route up something would 
be to the right; so, I'd say, 'Hey, go over to the right, go waaaay over 

" It must be noted that the offensive driver is not leH in the outback alone. They 
still have the help of the tail gunner, but are effectively ejected from the group. 
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to the right! <<Laughing>> And we'd watch him go up and bash his 
bumper and rocke rs.... By the end of the ride he did at least five- 
thousand dollars worth of damage to that new 4-Runner! (Kevin 
Perry. 9/13/1997). 

Such rhetoric-which is normally inclusive-is turned against only the most 

offensive drivers. These people are wholly unaware that the trailside rhetoric is 

being used to exclude them instead of include them, emphasizing their lack of unity 

with the group. If these drivers heed group advice and hit the obstacles harder, it 

also signals a lack of unity with their rig. Occasionally a driver realizes what is 

occurring and backs away from the obstacle. Realiu-ng the group's exclusionary 

goal, she will often amend the offensive behavior, and may attempt penance to the 

group: such as being extra friendly or going out of the way to help someone in need. 

If the driver is perceived to be repentant, group members may begin a reconciliation 

process. 

A final means of ejecting offensive participants is to have the trail leader tell 

them to leave. I have witnessed this only once. During the 1994 safari, a Jeep full 

of young males was allowed to follow along with our group because they had missed 

the trail ride for which they had been properly registered. Not long into the trail ride 

they became inebriated. This offence was compounded by their driving off the trail, 

blasting music at high volumes, and yelling obscenities over the C.B. Finally, they 

were told by the trail leader, Jean Akens, to leave. She noted their license plate so 

that they would not be officially admitted to a safari trail ride in the following years. 

36 Kevin is qualified to guess at the rnonetaxy damage to the 4x4 because he owns 
his own auto paint and body business. 
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In similar cases hosted by other dubs, such as Lone Peak, individuals can be asked 

to leave, or when their annual membership expires they will not be allowed to renew. 

OUTBACK FUN 

The outback, however. is not about rules. It is about excitement, play, fun, 

relaxation, escape, and spending 'quality time" with one's family and friends. When 

people venture into its expanses, outside stresses and pressures melt away. 

'Probably the main thing [is] that I enjoy being away from large populations of 

people, being out in amas that you usually don't see, where you're getting back with 

nature (Quinn Mortensen. 4/Z 111 996). Participants enjoy experiences with their 

dubs because of the communal feelings engendered during the rides: 'It [is] just an 

enjoyable way to go out with friends and enjoy the outdoors, as well-you know-go 

camping and do a lot of fun things we enjof (Becci Neal, 2/26/1997). Part of this 

fun is exploring trails together as a group. helping each other through difficulties, and 

taking pleasure in being with others that have common interests. 

Ed lsaacson details his first time climbing the 15 to 20 foot waterfalls on the 

Surprise Canyon trail, emphasizing the joy drivers take in working with close friends 

while in pictoral settings: 

The vegetation was lush and in many places was overgrowing the 
trail. I was as nervous as a mouse in a cat's house, and from the 
chatter on the CBs it was obvious that there was some real excitement 
in the air. Chris [Stephens] was first up [the waterfall] and showed us 
how it was done, with great care in attaching securely to the winching 
point and then showing us expertly how to keep the cable tight, and 
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pretty soon it was my turn. HOLY COW!!! My foot was shaking so 
bad I auld barely keep it on the clutch, but with a lot of help from my 
friends I made it up the first fall, and let forth an expletive to forever be ' 

recorded on the video. How embarrassing!! Then the next couple of 
falls we were able to drive with help fmm Chris and Charlie [Copsey] 
as spotters. (Trail Journal, Surprise Canyon-Sledgehammer Trip: 
May 11-16, 1995) 

It is not just the beauty of the location, the extreme nature of the trail, or the 

companionship that makes the ride a success for Ed: it is a combination of all three. 

There is, however, a subtle competition running through many trail rides. 

Using the most difficult approach to an obstacle, while still negotiating it smoothly, 

is a way of "milking the obstaclen or 'going for the show." Often such informal 

competition is waged among Wends and routinely occurs between those owning 

different vehicle makes. Jeep owners try to 'prove" to vintage Bronco owners that 

Jeeps are superior, and Samurai owners like to show Jeep owners that their rigs are 

more agile." 

The rivalries go back and forth, fuelling playful ribs and driving duels during 

many trail rides; all are aimed at 'provingn which vehicles can negotiate a given 

obstacle best. During Lone Peak 4-Meelers trail rides, when I attempt a section 

of difficult trail in my vintage Bronco, it is normal to hear Jeep owners yell: 'Hey, do 

you want to trade that old sheet metal in for a Jeep?" Pressure is placed upon me 

to out-perform the Jeep drivers, or at least to yell a snappy come-back to the crowd. 

These rivalries are for fun; after all, 'it's not the vehicle you drive but how you build 

it. Any vehicle can be trail-worthy if it's built rightn (Quinn Mortensen). Those who 

" This rivalry is similar to that which exists between Ford and Chevrolet owners 
in the pro-street, W y  car, and Indy racing communities. 
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take these competitions too seriously risk upsetting the carefully constructed outback 

community (Huizhga, 1 1). 

Performance also extends to completing certain obstacles known for their 

difficulty, awarding successful drivers bragging rights. The slower one negotiates 

these zones, the more respect is generated. Many drivers have pictures of their rigs 

performing obstacles that prove the 4x4s prowess. This competitive driving does 

not take precedence over community spirit- Once one has made it over an extreme 

obstacle, she gets out of hidher rig to cheer on the next driver, doing all in hislher 

power to help them accomplish the task also. In this way, individuals succeed 

without being detrimental to the community atmosphere. The group succeeds also. 

Getting 4x4s into the biggest 'binds" is also a way of having fun (figs: 

5.1 8-5.21 ). These become photo-shoot instances. During a Lone Peak 4- Wheelers 

trail ride on Poison Spider Mesa trail, the group proceeded through a 'v" shaped 

rock wedge that forces the drivers' side front tire into the air as vehicles emerge. 

Charlie Copsey waited at this spot with a measuring tape. As rigs emerged. he 

measured how high they lifted the airborn tire skyward (fig. 5.22). Many drivers got 

their rigs as 'bound up" as possible, attempting to lift their tire the highest. Some 

would teeter precariously as the tire shot more than three feet into the air. When it 

seemed they would scrape the passenger's side of the rig on the inside of the notch, 

they stopped their vehicle to let Charlie measure how high the tire hung above the 

ground. After he had confirmed their height, they slowly eased the tire back to terra- 

firrna and let the next driver try. 

Trail leaden sometimes present games and prizes for trail ride participants. 
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FIG: 5-18 .4 driver lifts his rear tire high as he crosses the Golden Cruck. (Courtesy Dan Wynkoop) 

L. 

. -\ - --- .. - - - - -5t- -- - -  - - - ' - - > 
--'PP - -  .a- - a 

G: 5.19 A ng gets a tire -me as it climbs out of the W e e .  (Courtesy Dan Wynkoop) 
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FIG: 5.20 On Chidm Comers trail Holly Ned p u s k  her Cherokee to see how fir  the aspension will fla 

FIG: 5.21 Jeff Beach shows just how fhr his Jeep wiU flex before it "binds-up.'' (Counesy Jeff Beach) 
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On the Golden Spike trail, near Moab, Utah, ofken-time trail leader Dan Mick awards 

gold painted railroad spikes to drivers who accidentally damage their rig. Two rigs 

that I witnessed had the spike inmrporated into the decor of their rig. One mounted 

this prize on the hood; the other used the golden spike as a gear shift grip. This 

prize is awarded often because the trail is so rugged that at least 10% of the 

vehicles running it receive some form of mechanical or body damage. Many 4x4s 

must be towed out. 

FIG: 532 Charlie Copsey measures a Jeep's air-borne tire. (Vidw clip courtesy Lone Peak 4- R7reelers) 

Chip Brox always plays games during the lunch bmaks of the Jeep Safari trail 

rides he leads. He gives away prizes for the winners of quines concerning local 

history and topagraphy. Children and adults alike yell answers to Chip's questions. 

Parents often work with their kids to get answers to the quizzes. During the Jeep 
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Safad's 1996 Secret Sprie trail, he gave awards for categories like: youngest person 

(1 7 months), oldest person (70 years), vehicle that travelled the farthest to attend 

(~ary land) ,~  tallest man (6'4"), tallest woman (5'1 I"), vehicle with most miles on the 

odometer (over 200,000), etc ... Such activities involve every trail ride member. 

Large rides like the annual three day trip through the Rubicon trail are 

catered. Participants are fed huge amounts of food (steak, lobster, etc) by caterers 

who are dropped-off by helicopter with their supplies. A large bandstand is located 

at the campsite near the center of the trail; each year a pop or wuntry band is flown 

in to play for the participants (Kenny Loggins played one year). Portable generators 

power the electrical instruments. While adults dance to music, children play games, 

have out-door activities, and learn about wildlife, ecology, and Tmad Lightly!. 

This type of 'wholesome family entertainment" is becoming more prevalent 

(Red Rock 4-Wheelers, 1994, 14). All types of social activities take place in the 

back country. The space is more than a place for driving off-road. It is seen as a 

place to escape, socialize, have fun, and relax among peers. 

During one 1994 Lone Peak 4-Meelem trail ride, the entire club broke down 

into a water fight at a small stream. Mernbekages ranging from retirement years 

to children-wrestled and splashed each other with the frigid water under the hot 

summer sun. This water fight is remembered by many, even years later. Several 

club members still swear revenge on Pam Nielsen, the person who allegedly initiated 

'' When Chip asked which individual had travelled the farthest Becci and I stated 
that we came from St. John's Newfoundland to attend the safari. A large family sitting 
across from us got excited and stated that they were Newfoundlanders who had moved to 
Colorado. Following the games we got together to talk about Newfoundland. 



Chapter Five ' 387 

the battle. 

The outback becomes a playground accessed by the vehicles that have 

enabled the drivers to get that far into its spaces. Wflh vehicles being the mode of 

accessing and enjoying the back country, it is not surprising that movement itself 

becomes a motivating factor for enjoyment. Commenting about his Surpnse Canyon 

trip, Ed lsaacson details the excitement and fun that can be had when a group 

maneuvers through the outback. Notice the words connoting movement, action, and 

advancement in his description: 

As the day progmssed this became the most awesome four-wheeling 
experience I have ever experienced. I would not have believed that 
it was possible for my Jeep to go up that canyon. If 1 hadn't watched 
someone else ahead of me, I know I would never have attempted to 
even try. I also gained an awesome appreciation of haw important it 
is to work together, and how much fun it can be when everyone is 
watching out for their buddies, and are working their buns off to help 
each other. I doubt if I will ever have another experience any time 
soon, that is as unique and fun and exciting, and scary and fulfilling. 
It is hard to describe, and is nothing quite like I have experienced 
before. I will never forget this day. I was "surprised" again, and 
actually disappointed when Chris [Stephens] told me we were at the 
top of the last falls. My legs were aching and my hands were raw, and 
my feet were cold," but I was grinning from ear to ear from the 
awesome day. (Trail journal, Surprise Canyon-S/edgehammer Trip: 
May 1 1 - 16, 1 995, emphasis added) 

Ed's commentary on movement is not unique. In fact, most Rock Crawlers 

refer to the back country in terms of movement. Even those not driving the 4x4s still 

refer to the experience in terms of movement: 'I often get out of the truck and 

wander through [trail] areas that are difficult to get through. And I just enjoy 

39 Surprise Canvon is comprised of multiple waterfalls that must be traversed as 
the water cascades down them. Ed was wet and tired from climbing up the water falls to 
help anchor winch cables and spot for the other dnvers as the group ascended. 
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wandering around and looking at the topography around me, and enjoying the 

outdoorsw ( B e d  Neal, 2/26/1997). 

Trail rides move along, stopped only when someone breaks down. If the 

problem can be fixed in a few minutes. the group works to get the rig going again. 

If it cannot be repaired soon, it is helped out by a tail gunner." Those who slow a 

ride down with an ilkprepped rig, or skills inadequate for the difficutty of the trail, are 

resented by the group. People mumble and gossip about the 'boulevard cruiser who 

doesn't know that he is doing." or about 'that brown Jeep that's bone stock." 

During the 1993 Jeep Safari's Gold Bar Rim trail. Jake Trujillo was driving a 

Chevrolet Blazer that was so new (two weeks old!) that he had not had time to 

modify it. He found that it was having difficulty managing the trail due to its stock 

suspension configuration. Learning that part of the trail was a loop, and not wanting 

to slow group progress. he parked his rig and rode with another driver. He picked 

the truck up later in the ride. Such actions happen from time to time to maintain 

consistent group movement. 

Movement, then. is central to the outback experience. Consequently, trail 

rides are discussed as 'the exhilaration.. .the completion of a very difficult event.. . . l 

went there and just walked right up this thing ....y ou're all going to the same 

destinationw (Jim Broadbent. 4/9/1996). Even when the group is at rest. its 

individuals are in motion. For instance, the rest stops themselves are also chances 

'' Tail gunners are the trail leader's helper at the end of the group. They are 
chosen by the leader to help keep the group together, help those with broken rigs get 
back to town, and let the trail leader know what is occurring at the back-end of the party. 
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for movement. People mill about between the 4x4s to meet and talk with each other. 

Some pull out balls and gloves for games of catch. Frisbees are common. During 

Moab trail rides many participants, explore, hike through the sage tessellated desert 

or over and around the sandstone monoliths; they 'enjoy looking at plants, or just 

enjoy.. .the sunw (Becci Neal, 2/26/1996). 

Children-ubiquitous to most trail rides--chase each other or play with toys. 

In June, 1997, during a ride in Salt Creek Canyon, in southern Utah's Canyonlands 

National Park, several youngsters had fun during breaks chasing and catching 

lizards and frogs that they found in and around the trail. On other trail rides. children 

play with toys related to tock crawling. Remote controlled cars, pull toys and match 

box cars that look like 4x4s. and even diminutive motorized trucks that the children 

can sit in and drive have all appeared during breaks in the trail ride progress. 

Just prior to when a break ends the trail leader will usually honk hislher car 

horn several times to signal that the group is preparing to move out. This lets those 

exploring out and away from the trail know that they need to return. Ed lsaacson 

has a special switch in his Jeep that allows him to differentiate between two horns 

in his rig. When the switch is turned to the normal position, his "street horn* blows 

when he hits his steering wheel. But when the switch is in the 'off-road" position, a 

loud 'harmonized dual hornn-like those on an 18 wheeler-blasts when the steering 

wheel is hit. This second horn "can be heard echoing up the canyons ...pe ople can 

hear it from miles away" (Brian Isaacson, 6/19/1997). Ed uses this special horn 

when he signals to exploring folks that his trail ride is preparing to leave. 

Trail rides' play component can be characterized by movement. Whether that 
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movement be the piloting of one's rig, the progress of the group as a whole, or the 

exploring and interaction that occurs when the vehicles are at rest. the outback is 

a thoroughly energized experience. There is little time during its bounds for lethargy 

or rootedness. In fact. a new type of trail ride has evolved as a response to the 

current preoccupation with fitness. The Red Rock 4-Wheelers and other clubs now 

offer "combination trailsn (Red Rock 4Wheelers, 1993, 15). These trail rides 

combine driving and hiking sequences. They also exemplify the movement-equals- 

fun aspect of trail rides. 

THE RETURN 

The return phase of the outback experience signals the dissolution of the 

specially framed world (Hughes. 109-1 1); this begins when the end of the trail is 

reached. Occasionally, the group gathers to take photos, capturing the special 

sense of togetherness existing sdely on this trail. Yes, the group may do the same 

trail again, but the dynamic will differ-in fact, even the trailscape will have physically 

changed due to natural phenomenon like rain. "It changes all the time. It's not 

always the same. You don't always get the same experience when you drive [a] 

trailn (Alan Olsen, 4/12/1996}. It will be, as it were, a new and distinct outback. 'It's 

a new experience every time, because it's always changing. There's new people, 

and the trail changesw (Chip Brox. trailside conversation, Salt Creek Canyon trail, 

6/22/1997). 
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As participants reach the trail's end, they ready their 4x4s for the return to the 

ordinary world. Drivers must undo those things that separated them from the 

ordinary world. Hubs are disengaged, disabling the front axle. Rigs regulady have 

special dis-connects for unhooking their sway ban. (Sway ban are discunnected 

because rigs get more wheel travel without them hampering axle articulation.) 

These detached sway ban are reconnected for street use (fig: 5.23). The grinding 

noises of transfer cases return as each rig is shifted out of 4-wheel drive, leaving 

them in 2-wheel drive. 

FIG: 5.23 Following a trail ride, Allan O h  reaches under his Cherokee to re-attach the rig's from sway bar 

Many 4x4s have on-board air compressors, enabling them to 'air up' their 

tires back to street driving pressures. The whirring sound of the compressors is 

accompanied by the whooshing sounds of tires being filled with air. Those without 

compressors use others' units, or drive to the closest gas station with an air pump. 
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People with trailer4 rigs drive them back to the waiting platforms (fig. 5.5, 5.6). 

While doing these tasks, participants often mutter 'back to the grind," and 

other phrases indicating the imminent return of the work-aday world. The transition 

back to the wok-a-day world can occur over a longer time period than that which 

initiated and "conjured" the outback (Hufford, 1992, 8, 42). This is because groups 

occasionally fail to reach the trail's end at the same time. Broken and damaged rigs 

being towed out. or limping out under their own power, take much longer to get off 

the traii. 

Near the end of a 1994 safari ride over the Fins 'A/ Things trail, a Wrangler 

grenaded* its rear drive shaft. The trail leader, Jean Akens, asked a responsible 

driver to lead the majority of the group out, while several of us stayed behind with 

her to help extract the Jeep. Nearly two hours later we tiredly towed the broken rig 

off the trail. 

At the end of a ride through the Jackhammer trail-one of the most difficult 

trails in the United States-Shannon Shirk stayed behind to help damaged rigs finish. 

He began a narrative about running the trail by stating that it took him eight hours 

to complete its eight-tenths of a mile. Completing the ride, he stayed behind to help 

others, even though he was 'beat to deathn (4121 I1 996). 

Everybody helps out ... We actually didn't get off the Jackhammer trail 
until-we rolled back into camp about ten-thirty that night. Because we 
were staying around and helping the people with the problems. I 
mean, we were actually done and sitting at the end of the trail by six 
o'clock. But because of the problems and breakdowns, it took another 
four hours to get the other vehicles out of there. I towed one home 
myself. (412 1 /1996) 
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Such instances regularly occur, and ofien break-up the group as they exit the 

outba~k.~ '  

As the group heads back to town, C.B. chatter is often less vigorous than it 

was on the way to the trail. People are tired from the drive; thoughts of 

responsibilities from the work-a-day world begin to creep back. Occasional 

comments drift over the air waves about chores that must be done in the next few 

days: 'Next weekend I'm moving my business to a larger shopn (Brian Tanner, 

9f 11 1997). The tone is noticeably subdued, especially when compared with that of 

the morning. Mingled with these comments are remarks about the day's trip. People 

discuss changes to vehicles which must be made as a result of the day's trials. 

Congratulations to new drivers are aired. Others rib the experienced driver who may 

have scratched paint, or had difficulty over an obstacle. 

The outback world slips behind as the group heads home, to their camp site, 

or hotel. Realizing this, participants often seek to extend this 'worldn through further 

association. This can and does occur because the outback play zone frames are 

malleable, being 'notoriously leaky affairsn (Hughes, 109). Participants employ 

several strategies to *leaku the back country into the workaday world. 

Participants often head to a location where the outback spirit can continue. 

Restaurants, camping sites, hotel roams, and participants' homes all provide 

excellent locations to assemble and discuss the day's activities. Such gatherings 

elongate the outback into the ordinary world. After a trail ride in Moab on Memorial 

'' As we will discuss, even though the outback is being left behind physically, its 
affects persist for a time. 
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Day, 1994. Lone Peak #-Wheelers met in a south-western style restaurant to 

reminisce about the day's activities and plan future trail rides. The group sat at the 

tables until late into the night swapping stories. giving each other driving adviceqd2 

and laughing at mishaps remembered from the day's drive-and from past trails. 

This outback elongation is done by recalling the triumphs, accidents, break- 

downs, and jokes that occurred during the day's trail ride(s). 'By early evening 

everyone was back in camp and ready for the traditional barbecue cookout. After 

dinner, drivers, passengers and spotters gathered around.. .to swap stories and 

heckle friendsw (Riddle, 424). For instance. following New Mexico's 1997 Las 

Cruces trail rides, participants attended a 'mexican buffet dinner and get-together 

that found everyone swapping war stories from the day's adventures. All agreed that 

the event this year was the best ever (Howdl. 1 997b. 52). Of course. a good bit of 

bragging takes place. People's feats are enlarged and the outback becomes a zone 

for heroism. 

By rhetorically keeping the back country alive in the ordinary world, 

participants continue to live in this other world. thus minimaliring the ordinary world 

in which they are flaw located. Vdeo tapes made during the day also keep work-a- 

day world responsibilities at bay. Members of the Lone Peak CWheelers 

occasionally go to members' homes for barbecue. and to watch videos, after locally 

held trail rides. But, inevitably, the world of responsibility encroaches. Participants 

must bid farewell and drive home, 

'' Biesty notes that "play ... develops capacities" ( 14). 
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KEEPING THE OUTBACK ALIVE 

When Rock Crawlers return to the ordinary world and cannot get to the back 

country, they find ways of drawing it-and its social dynamic-to them. Outback 

"enclaves" are created when Rock Crawlers gather to relive experiences through 

stories about trips to back wuntry locations (Hufford. 1992. 145-6). Such events 

can "overffow" into the ordinary world through more than mere story telling sessions 

(Douglas, 13). People gather together to watch video tapes and even compare 

photos. Many dubs-such as the Lone Peak 4-Mee/em-gather to show each other 

photos, and even share negatives or copies. Through these activities, drivers can 

gain new perspectives on trail rides they did. Seeing the pictures elicits memories 

which invoke outback experiences once again. Lone Peak even has a special 

dendar that lists monthly scheduled activities- Each month is graced with a picture 

of different club members engaged in back country driving action. 

When I moved from Utah to Newfoundland, many club members sent photos, 

letters, and video tapes to me. These contained accounts focusing on who did what 

and where. These letters kept the back country alive for me while I was separated 

from it by so many miles. When I missed associating with friends on these trails, I 

looked at the pictures or watched the video tapes. I was transported there instantly. 

One special means of summoning the back country dynamic is through trail 

ride journals. These are special written accounts detailing ventures into the outback. 

Rock Crawlers occasionally keep such specialized narratives. Some use computers 
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so they can scan pictures into these texts. They detail the trails taken, who 

attended, and any action sequences that would help those who were there to 

remember the excursion. Yet these diaries have more than personal significance. 

They are often given to friends who could not attend the event so that they can 

vicariously enjoy the experience. In effect, they can become part of the group. 

Eugene Scofield wrote a letter detailing the trail rides and fun that his family 

had with their close friends while attending the 1996 Moab Easter Jeep Safan (figs: 

5.24a, b, c). The notes look like a magazine article. and the writing style is modelled 

after reviews found in many off-road oriented publications. He took copies to the 

May, 1996. Lone Peak 4-Wheekm dub meeting to share them with his friends there. 

Eugene commented that he "mailed them to [his] friends around the country that 

couldn't make it to the Jeep Safari this year" (411 996). By mailing the letter to his 

friends, they are able to read about, and see photos of, the outback experience 

shared amongst their Wends. They too can enjoy this world. 

Ed lsaacson records elaborate descriptions of his off-road exploits in his trail 

While I was conducting my 1996 field work in Utah, he delivered a 

package to me that he thought 'might be helpful." It contained a series of pictures 

of his family off-road with their Jeep. Also included was a 23 page, single-spaced. 

excerpt from his trail journal. This not only detailed the beauty of the back country, 

but his feelings about each trip. who he spent meaningful time with, what the group 

did, what vehicle parts were broken, what the weather was like, and what he learned 

'' As readen may have noticed, some of his trail journal has appeared in the 
preceding pages. 



A newsletter for those who love -Moab! 

1 thou&t that I would put 
together &is W e  newfetter for 
ail of our fiends that we met at 
Easter tnis year. lnciuded are 

- - some photos of various jeeps and 

. - .  .. . 
traiis that we saw. 

\ '. TkJs is 2 fist time effort 
. . 

. - - and therefore may be a little 
rough xoucd the edges, bur if 

- -  . 
- . - you like it or have m y  

suggestions just let me know. 
We arrived early Friday nigh; in time to get 

camp se: up before sundoa~. There qpeareci to be 
=ore klks in 

- - ---I-.------ - - -  
camp t h  in 

p r e v i o u s  - years. Tine 
w e z t h e r  l o o k e d  

- - 

prorr . i s i ; lg  &er the snow 
that we had ir, Salt Lake the 
n i d z  - beibre. Ed and Rhea 
Xklendy fiom P h o e n i x  
stopped by and visited for 
z while. Ed's . .-. 

--.I I 

- done some -- - 
m!or chanses - - - - .  - - = . to his CJS, I 
h o g  didn't i, > --: : -- . -: - -- ---. - reco&e it! 
Sporthg a spring-over 
a d  shackie reversal with the new pre-runner styie 
f s m  bumper makes for a veiy unique CJ. We enjoyed 
seeing them again. 

Saturday we just played around at the Dump- 
bump and Potato Salad Hiu. Ofcourse the S& Gods 
smiled on us and it turned out to be just another 
pictiire perfect day j? -Moab. Dave and Robin and their 
son and daughter (non-jeepers, bur not for long!) 
Where d o w -  far the weelieod and went bike riding 
only to 'have a dose encounter witb a VERY territorial 
bdt .  Fast p d a h g  was the order of the day, but we 
are happy to report only happy results and lasting - 
memories. 

Sunday was the 
Go!den Spike Trail. This shot 
shows Ed coming down off 
Shyhe Drive. It's steep! 
Check out the compression of 
the front sprinss and 

'Z -.B 
-- - - exteasion of the rear! Tkit'H - - - -  -----.- - - _  _ -.- - put your knees against the 

d a s h  
7- - ------ym - board. Speaking of knees % . .  - 

against the dashboard, look at 
what happens when you put a 
6' 7" wy behind (above? - . 
xaund?) the wheel of a short 

- 
flatfender. Kiotia iike driving 
a 90-km. Watching h i s  

out ofthe jeep was some - , ' ---cxT..-5~ -.=- --- I. - -  -. 5%- - .:. 
-.'&. :- 

of show! 
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The Goiden Crzck 
provided 3s share of 
photo-ops with severai 
gs ge* some big-time 

--:= air. This Fourrunner had 
e whoIe peanut -&eq 

rwuling for their cameras l 
There was about 5 feet of 

air under the rear bumper. There appears to be a line 
for air and scrzped bmpers 
and another that even our - - -  I 

jeep with 30'' tires can do 
without scrapins. I guess - 

h i  swaybar ~~SCO~IIWCS 

really do work judging by 
. . 

rhe fiont axe1 droop on my 
Wrangler. So air, no cmeras, no pucker factor. 

On bionday. Kathy drove her firs 3 7  traii, the 
3-D. We showed up at Lioc's Park and found that 
only the traii leader OUie Plimpton and his tail-,wer 
R e d  and oufseLCs had showed up for the run! We hit 
the road, the 

- ----- - - 
shortest run of 

the week. .--- 
.-, Last yea we ... - 

fo'Jowed Ollie - - - - -, :-%If and succeeded r.----y.--+. . - 
12 - getring -4, misdirected - - -  
( l  o C t ? ) * - - - -  - -  :-a4* sever. rimE, 
but always ~-7- --. m-geci to 
find the right - - 

- route again k 
a short time. This year: however, wasn't to be the 
same. OUie lost 2 culyons this time! We did find the 
lzst haif ofthe trail and did get back to town in time 
foi supper. Sex? year maybe we7U call it 'DLLie goes 
Sorthwest and gels back for Supper Trail!" 

Here's Kathy climbing Tcugh W We a pro. 
not even spi&g a wheel. I think that she's hooked 

and that I better find a jeep 

enjoy the scenery and take lots of pichires for a 
change, she gonna spoil me. 

FIG: 5 a b  Eugene Scofidd's Paif journai. 

By midweek t a m  WE redly staring to fill-up. 
Everyone uas remaking th it seemed more crowded 
earlier this year. 1 Wess thn with the boom % sport- 
utility vehicles, ever more people are loolrin_g to do 
more with their founvheeI drives than just go to the 
store and the ski slopes. I'm @ad that there is a size 
h i t  on the runs or the whole thing might ger 
unmanageable. A gat amount of credit goes to the 
Red Rock Four Wheelers for the incredible job that 
they do every year 

Fridzy dawned bright with the promise of a 
w2cm and whdy day. Kathy and I met up with the 
Lone Peak 4- Wheelers ,  
accepting m 
tiom OUT 

the S'iickiock 
Tracy and 
The Lone 
going to drive 
Cl i f f i anger  
ciub nm and 
foxward to 
always wanted 
Ariyn Richard . - 

i n v i t a t i o n  
nei&bors at 
Campgroud, 
Christy Holt 
Peakers were 
t h e 
Trail for their 
we looked 
this as we had 
to trg: this one. 
lead the traiI 

-- - - 
and &d an excelIent job 
making sure that no one got too far ahead or behind. 
Ofcourse, the scenery was just @cent with views 
of the Behind-the-Rocks area -- 
and the LA Sals in the -. ;,.:;, b 

-4% , : -3.. 

background. Then Iater 
ioohing into the Colorado 
River Gorge h r n  the top of 
I200 foot cliffs uith the trail 
just f k t  from the edge. We 
had only one minor problem 
with a tire popping a b a d  on 
ihe way up, but on rhe way 
back down z broken U-joint 
on one truck and another-drivetrain problem (IOS my 
notes and can't remember what it was) gave members 
a chance to show us wha can be done on the trail with 
lots of experience, tools, spare parts and willing hands 
can do. Problems were solved and jeeps were back 
up and running in no time in the true nature of the 
club. They impressed us tt7th the fiendhess and 
helpllness of all of the club members. It turned out 
that the Cljffhanger was one of the best runs that we 
have been on in a long time and we look forward to 
spending more time with the Lone Peakers. 



Big Samrdziy was warm and s m q  (are all days 
in Moab this pleasam or just 95%?). I lined up for the 
Moab Rim dong with 3 5 other mcks anticipating a 
s a t  day on the nail. Our daughter, Tara, and 
Y 

Grandda@ter. .Uie aiong with our roomer, Summer 
had c o n e  doun Soom Sah Lake the night before. 

Kathy stayed in town to visir 
with Tara and Mie, so 
Summer went with me on the 
trail. The climb up to the rim 
is excitins due to the fact that 

w the wrong line in a couple of 
places couM roll you right OE 

the edpe 2nd onto the pavement several hundred feet 
below. Xo piace ro lose your concentration on your 
driving! The views fiorn the 
top of the rim were 
breathtaking. With the 
snowcapped La ~ a i s  in the 
background, the fresh greens 
of early spring stood even 
more. With n o  problems or 
brealidows or. the way up, 
we had time to hike to the 
ruins 2nd rock art at the top 
of the trail. SurprisiagIy aitn 
as much accessaSiiit). as there is to this s p o ~  the 

&wings where in very 
> = ~ ~ ~ " ~ - - ~ . 5 - + ~ ~  - -- 2~2+-<+-c-*w-./. _good shape w i ~  very lide 
::.- :m ,<. .+?..;; ?:. 2- .+;- r ;-+. -.- .!...- .. .-7 - -+  .;: . - ...., --+y .-- ?-.- ?. ------ :-. .&;: LZ0'. - - * :;-;:.*.z:;::+:~ :---. , -. defacement. If. in keeping 
:-,..:. ..-y .> /zc-.,:<-+{.; -* .: ,., Y =- . _ . _. _ .. -. . . , .I .,--- r>.-: - with the Tread Lightly 

" same kind of shape, we can 
3. "".-* s. preserve wild country 

access for all of us to enjoy. 
This year I saw more people +aijng rhe time and effon 
to practice good backcounny nuulers. 

Easter Sunday in :- - S-m - ----. 
Moab is quiet and peacefid 

- - - -4.'- - - ;L 

d r h  most foks head& home 
or ar the sand id race. &My 
daugiter hiad just bought a 
Geo Tracker a d  wmted to 
see what it muid do stock so 
we headed out on the 
Chicken Corners trd as she 
had never fourwheeled 
before. Both she md 1 were 

impressed by what the W e  truck could do. W3ea w e  
had I& town that morning, she had said 'Dad, 1 don't 
want any rocks or 
ruts or 
m u d ,  
asked if 
wanted a 
freeway 
way back 
though, 
"If I had 
dres, I 

hills or 
O.K." I 
s h e  
d i r t  
On the 
into town 
she says 
b i g g e r  
wouldn't 

hit 2s m u c h  
and could go on tougher trds.'' I knew she was 
hooked. Now she can't wait for the Cai-Mini 
catalogue to come in! .Maybe they sen pontoons and 
oars. 

Overall, Eaaer Safari was great this year. We 
renewed old acquaintances and mzde new fiends. 
Got lots of ideas for spending more money on Doo- 
Dads and other important stuff. I wn't thank Ed 
enou@ for all his help installing the add-a-leaves. 

Our very good friend Don McCune is getting 
vansferred to Xew Orleans and wiii have to learn how 
to jeep Cajun Style. We are going to miss getting loa 
~ i t h  him. With his sense of direction and my map 
reading sHis we were ,garanteed to spend all day 
fi-=ring oui that none of those spurs were the main 
trail ! 

We'll see fall on Labor Day for the Campout 
weekend in Moab! 

FIG: 524c E-me Wfieid's d joumal. 
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needed to be changed on the Jeep. Like Eugene, Ed shares these notes with 

friends. Parts of them have even appeared in News Peaks: Newsletter of the Lone 

Peak Four Wheelers, the club's monthly news letter. 

The importance of trail journals, video tapes, photographs and story telling 

sessions, is that they invoke the back country and its social dynamic, creating an 

escape enclave when one may not be physically possible (Hufford, 1 992, 1 46). In 

this way, the outback-and the social magic it offers-can be accessed any time. 

This possibility also highlights the leakiness of the frame which binds and separates 

back country spaces from ordinary life. When Rock Crawlers want to escape the 

work-a-day world, or if they simply cannot get to the outback, these genres offer 

escape. 

CONCLUSION 

Back countly trips seem to offer participants a heightened sense of 

awareness concerning their social role. Many state that upon returning from these 

experiences, they have a renewed understanding of the importance of friends and 

family-and how trivial many other activities that occupy one's days are. Others echo 

this assertion, stating that being in the outback helps them to put things 'into 

perspective." "This is what it's all about; enjoying [back country] beauty with great 

company" (trailside comment, Salt Creek Canyon trail, 6/22/1997). 

A woman on the Salt Creek Canyon trail ride thanked Chip Brox, the trail 
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leader, for the excellent ride. She called him 'a saintn and said that she and her 

husband could not credit him enough for showing them 'some of the most beautiful, 

spiritual. places on earthn (612Z1997). Later, plans were made to make the 

excursion an annual event among the small (six 4x4s) group? 

It is normal for participants to feel a post trail ride let-down as they reenter 

their normal lives. Many attempt to extend the special feelings of the back country 

into the work-a-day world. These are attempts to ensure that: 'the feeling of being 

'apart together' in an exceptional situation, of sharing something important, of 

mutually withdrawing from the rest of the world and rejecting the usual norms, retains 

its magic beyond the duration of the individual [trail ride]" (Huizinga, 12). This 

extended "magic" is embodied within the special groupness created by the 

experience. 

This may explain why Rock Crawlers stick closely together in the ordinary 

world. According to Shannon Shirk, members of the Lone Peak +Wheelers attend 

each others' weddings, religious rituals, family gatherings. and parties (412 111 996). 

As noted above, participants comment that they come away from back country trips 

feeling that one's friends and family are the most important things in life. Many 

attempt to keep this perspective in the ordinary world by closely maintaining club 

affiliations. 

The conclusion to Ed Isaacson's Surprise Canyon-Sledgehammer: May 1 I -  

16, 1995 trail journal entry articulates these feelings regarding the importance of 

" Unfortunately, this was not possible. During the Summer. 1998, a federal judge 
closed the Suk Creek Gun-yon trail to ail motorized trafic. 
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family and friends. Ed's elegiac prose also highlights the feelings of camaraderie 

commonly felt among trail ride participants: 

Then the long drive back home. It was made pleasant and relaxing 
with the constant chatter on the C 8  and we finally got the system 
down with the motor home in front, and the campers drafting along 
close behind. Looked like a convoy on the freeway. It was with 
sadness that we got on the CB one last time, and thanked each other 
again for the great adventure we had shared, and will remember so 
vividly for the rest of our lives. I will never forget Surprise Canyon, 
and am already thinking ahead to the possibility of another trip some 
day. But more importantly I will never forget the experience of 
spending such an enjoyable few days with people who have become 
such good friends. That is priceless. 

Besides providing a fitting closure for this discussion. Ed's comments also 

form an excellent bridge to chapter six, which deals with the experiential aspects of 

rock crawling. I will discuss how trail rides-namely those at the Red Rock 4- 

Wheelers' Moab Easter Jeep Safari-are experienced by the participants. Having 

noted the rules and structures inherent to an organized off-road event, it is now time 

to explore the actual process as it occurs to the participants. 



CHAPTER 

EXPERIENCING THE MOAB EASTER JEEP SAFARI 

When people engage in ritual activrty, they separate themselves. parbally if not totally, from the roles 
and statuses they have in the workaday world- There is a threshold in time or space or both. and 
certainly a demarcation of behavior, over wtrich people pass when entering fitual. (Driver, 159) 

I was hooked. Oh, my adrenaline pumped all day long. I was ~~fnpletely  hooked! 
(Charlie Copsey. 7/20/1994) 

To research a community one must become part of the action. True 

understanding simply cannot occur without information gleaned through "total 

participation" and "total sacrifice" (Turnbull, 76). For this reason participant 

observation is a mainstay of the ethnographic m. However, this is difficult and 

experienced ethnographers readily admit that "performance experience ... is 

something the outsider has to speaf~wlly go out of hislher way to get from the 

inside" (Schechner, 28). Others assent, stating that, 'good ethnographic research 

takes a long time" (Hemy Glassie, Fib Cmhmce. 611 3 1  997). This is where being 

a Rock Crawler provides me with added insight. As a community member. I am in 

a unique position to include my own 'performance experience." 

The object of this chapter is to give readers a sense of what I feel while 
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participating in events during the Red Rock CWheelen' Moab Easter Jeep Safari 

As a Rock Crawler, I am well acquainted with these situations. I have access to 

attitudes and information that may never be revealed to people outside this 

community. It is not that Rock Crawlers keep these things secret, such topics may 

not be discussed simply because these attitudes and experiences might not be 

deemed worthy of explication. Such knowledge is usually learned by association 

and not through discussion (Bemstein, 56-8; McCarl, 1978, 109). These 

unarticulated experiences are often those most important to a communtty, and are 

played out during performative contexts, like trail rides (Dunk, 65, 67). Such 

activities, then, are important to understanding these peoples' values and 

motivations (McCarl, 1 978, 1 09). 

George P. Horse Capture's description of several young native individuals 

who wanted to become pow wow drum players applies to the discussion of learning 

through in-group participation: 

A boybod friend, Gordon Lodge, a Gros Ventre member of the Hays 
Singers, remembers that as a boy when he and a dose friend ... wanted 
to learn to sing, they sat in with a family group and for several years 
were only allowed to tap the rim of the drum while the group 
performed. This long apprenticeship was necessary so that they both 
had a lengthy exposure to singers, their songs and their subtle 
nuances. (1 2) 

This example is relevant because the underlying idea held by these native peoples 

is that only through intense observation and personal involvement (in this case a 

silent tap on a drum rim) can an individual achieve a true mastery or understanding 

of an event. The youths learned, intimately, the nuances of certain aspects of their 

culture through participation. This knowledge entitled them to fully participate later, 
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and, ultimately, teach others from the perspective they had gained. 

In similar fashion, my experience as a participant-and leader1-in trail rides 

at Moab, enables me to teach others based upon my perspective of the events 

taking place there. Through narrative, I aim to approximate what I experience as a 

participant of this multi-national rock crawling event. I choose to experiment with the 

narrative format because it vividly provides my perception of what it is to participate 

in a trail ride during the Red Rock 4Wheelers' Moab Easter Jeep Safan' 

I hope that through the narrative a different understanding of the rock crawling 

culture will be imparted to readers. Yet something more will be revealed; I will impart 

myself.* Readers will be able to 'get inside" my thoughts and motivations, as a 

member of the rock aawling ~mmuni ty .~  To facilitate this I have used the language 

and expressions common to regular group interaction. 

The narrative text is counter-balanced and expanded through critical 

commentary. This commentary also helps to contextualize the narrative passages. 

I lead the Lone Peuk CWzeelers on a trail ride through the Porson Spzder Mescr 
trail. in Moab, during the Summer of 1993. 

Levi-Straus similarly revealed himself to his readers through his auto- 
ethnographic work Tristes Troplques. Unfortunately, referring to his informant base 
through terms like, "snotty-nosed urchin[slW and "miserable creatures doomed to early 
estinction. whose chief occupations meanwhile are delousing themselves and sleeping." 
powerfully revealed his prejudice and eurocentrism ( 1974,375)- 

3 For more on personal narrative as self-revelatory construct, see: Stahl, 20-8. 

I realize that narrative structure can be as problematic as a more g.dispassionate" 
approach. I agree with Hayden White when he asserts that we use narratives due to '-a 
desire to have real events display the coherence, integrity, fullness, and closure of an 
image of life that is and can only be imaginary" (24). 
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Keep in mind that these comments can be equally as personal as the narrated Jeep 

Safarf experience; what I believe is relevant to the critical discussion also reflects my 

perceptions concerning this event- Thus, these sections are just as much of a 

construct as the narrative passages. Yet, due to their formal structure, the critical 

commentaries stand in stark opposition to the narrative. As such, they provide a 

different voice. 

This chapter is structured as follows: the two voices are counterpoised as if 

in conversation. This dialectical relationship-heightened by differing fonts-not only 

plays the two voices against each other, it highlights the 'incompletenessw of each 

when standing alone. I hope that the tension inherent to this display projects a more 

complete vision of my Moab experience, while also exploring alternative ways to 

present ethnographic data. Remember, this is not any trail ride at the Moab Easter 

Jeep Safari it is my trail ride. To truly understand the safari one must become a 

participant oneself. 

The narrative-and accompanying discussion-trace my activities from arriving 

at the town of Moab, to participating in a trail ride, to returning home after the event. 

Although the narrative reads as a single trip, it is in actuality a composite of several 

years' activities. At the beginning of each narrative section, the events' actual date 

has been noted. 
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THE MOAB EXPERIENCE 

The Red Rock 4-WheeIe's Moab Easter Jeep Safari is one of the world's 

premier organized off-road events and takes place in the desert surrounding the 

Southern Utah town of Moab. The event attracts thousands of people from all over 

the world. Many non4-wheelers think that safari trail rides are rallies or races. After 

returning from the event, I have been asked by non-Rock Crawlers if I 'won." This 

indicates the common assumption that all automotive sports are necessarily 

confrontational (that is that they are person vs. gerson); applying such perceptions 

to the rock crawling community cannot be farther from the truth (Peterson. 257). 

Rather than rigorous interpersonal competition, rock crawling gains its 

competitiveness primarily through 'accomplishing.. .feats, triumphing over obstacles, 

establishing precarious records for endurance.. .[and] precision,. ..in a word,. ..from 

[accomplishing] ... perfomance[s] difficult to equal" (Caillois, 37). In fact, participating 

vehicles rarely achieve speeds over 'three miles an hour" (Chip Brox, 4/7/1996). 

The trail activities are not organized for competition, but for group cooperation.' 

The Jeep Sahds many activities provide 'a time and place set apart from 

routine living" for Rock Crawlers to see desert scenery, test their driving skills on 

trails rated according to di f ty ,  and-of premier importance40 enjoy the company 

of friends and family (Peterson. 258). Many trail ride participants enjoy the 

Although a current of friendly competition surrounding driving performance can 
exist among many participants. 



Chapter Six ' 408 

"camaraderie" (Glenn Wakefield, 1 OI24f 1996). Shannon Shirk started 4-wheeling 

as a youth with his father, he now goes with his wife. and they 'plan to gow with the 

'kids" they hope to have in the future (4/21/1996). Chris Stephens similarly 

comments: 

the best Mps for me are the ones that [my wrfe] totally enjoys too.. . We 
have a lot of fiiends and we all go out as couples and that really 
makes it fun. You know, just go out, have fun, and be with my wife-4- 
wheel. (7/2l/l 994) 

Crowds attracted by the event are truly eclectic; people from numerous 

locations other than Utah typically attend. Ber Knight, Information Officer for the Red 

Rock 4-Wheekm-the dub hosting the event- notes that individuals come from as 

far as Ohio, Massachusetts, Maryland, and Florida. Additionally, others have 

attended from fomgn countries such as Canada, England. Norway, Switzerland, and 

Chile solely to enjoy the activities (511211995). During the 1994 safari several 

vehicles were brought from Iceland. After they arrived at New York City via boat, 

they were transported across the country on flat-bed trailers towed by 18-wheeled 

long-haul trucks. 

More than 1,200 vehides were registered with the dub as participants for the 

1 993 Jeep Safari, and an estimated 500 to 1 000 additional vehicles arrived that were 

not officially registered for the event. According to a Summer, 1997, Red Rock 4- 

Wheelers newsletter, 'attendance at the 1997 event was 1,500 [officially registered] 

 vehicle^."^ Trail rides were lead by '1 50 trail officials." During the 1997 safari. 

" According to Four Wheeler magazine, the 1997 Jeep Sofori was attended by 
'-over 4,500 gear grinders [drivers]" driving "at least 1,650 rigs" (Jim Allen, 65) .  
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at least six official trails were run every day, with the average being 
eight to ten ... the final weekend of the event featured 27 trails run 
simultaneously. The sight of at least 1,300 4x4s lined up in various , 

spots around town was enough to stir the blood of the dourest four 
wheeler (Jim Allen, 65). 

More and more vehicles register every year (Ber Knight, 5/12/1995). 

We are neur the Utah-Colorudo border and heading south on Utah .trrghwq / 9 1. 

mounturm, drop into the vaIleev and drive towards Moab fig.-6- / j. Lights from the town 

Jeep Safari IS under way. Iflrm-mod~Jied &wheel drives are everywhere. Headlights 

borrnce dung rrurls m the mounruins rhur m e  now towering o w  our heads- To me. r/zo.vr 

headlighrs exemplrfifieedom. just like biTdsfloating on the winds. 

Soon u$er we cross rhe Colorudo River severd other rrgs uhi- p v r  uv on rhe divided 

lone freewoy. Usuallv they drrve m groups. lfke convoys. am they come and go fiom 

locarions deep wirhin the desert or the La Sal mountains. During the day rhese groups 

srrrng along m pcks of two tof i f i  4x4s- Bur this lale at night you rarely see more rhon ten 

rogedzer ur u rime mere is u reason for these groups. I'ou never go into the ourback done. 

vou uiwqvs go wrthfiierads in m e  you get stuck break a part, or even worse. roll your rtg. 

Res rdes. going on (mi/ r~des IS ubow hung wrth f ~ e n d s  and mokrng new ones--not abouf 

herng done. Working together wrth others to get through a trail is half the fun. 

Enrermng Moab, we see even more 4x4s parked along the streets and ut hotels. shops. 

bum, ond eating esrablishments throughout the small town Nearlv ol/ the vehicles ore OH- 
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THE STATE OF UT-AE 

FIG: 6.1 Our Route to Moab: take 1-15 south to Hwy 6; at Grscn River rake 1-70 easc then turn onto Hwy 191. 

ru~ders. Thqv are everywhere.' In mock reverence I whisper to my wfe  Becci: "W2 musr 

be in hemen. " She grim at the ho~goke. knowing that for me this is as close to heaven as 

I can per while on Earth. 

II is the Thwsdqv night prior to Eater  Sund4y: the excite- has been ongoing 

since rhe safari srarted rhe previous Fiidoy. We have arrived fo "do" trails on Fridq, 

Satwdq, and Sunday. Some people rake oflfiorn workfor the entire nine dqvs. Because 
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RCCCI m J  1 ure on u srudet~r hudger. we cun  on[^? uffurd rhe fesrrvrrirs occurring ur the 

evenr!j- conclusion, Even though three days of heayv rock crawlrng mqv seem excessive to 

. ~ m c .  11 /?us never been enough for us. j f e 2  drem of one JUJ. sruwng for ufl nIne JLIJ's. 

.be ercrrement fevel nses. Beccr uhvays gets u hugh out of wutchrng me tp to see 

~ ' v e c .  4x4 uf once: snclpprng my heud ~n uii J~recrron-s, / IO C U I C ~  even. sght. She jokes 

[hut / mn irke u "k~d  m a candy store- " There 's no argument fiom me. f fie/ u new energy 

u td  t1cn7e COMC ~nro m_r. psSvche. L lke our -@rends. / lzavc. wurted un J prepwed for riz I.$ 

rnontenr srnce rhe safarr ended fast year. We urrzve at the horel. where we hme u 

resenwmn: / c~rcie our rrg urourtll the purk~ng lor-rc, see rhe other vehrcies--hefore/irtd~ng 

~f place ro park Finally, 1 pi/ into u spot near the building. 

.\Jlnzrtes furer. while Becc~ IS gettrng rile luggage out of the Bronco, / nm over ro 

check our h e  mdficatiorrs on a baddars tungerme-orange Jeep LIJ-7 u few spaces over. ft 

IS u perfecr hulunce between rnechunrcul mnovurron und aesthet rcs. *'.Jeez Dme, you cun 

look ur r har later. " s q s  Beccr as she strarns wrrh our food-crurnmed cooler, "rrghr now, 

come help me with these bags. " / 'rn urger:t: "Bur w h  fir 's gone tomorrow" " She flushes 

me u look of mock exccsperatron and heaak for the horel door. Smn. we are rn our room. 

rnrer~ng fi~ends who have made rr there befoe us. Clorhes for rhe hursh desert ciima~e. ' 

fiod .wppires for the trad rrdes. spare vehicle p ~ s .  h t h g  gem, and other prephenalrtt are 

ui! /leuped and srrewn uhout rhe s m d  room. 

Evepone gels settled m and hits the beds for sleepmg bags on the froor) us soon as 

' The temperature during these day-long desert nips has been known to fluctuate 
back and forth between one-hundred degrees fahenheight and freezing. Winter and 
Summer gear is, therefore, needed. 
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p~.~srb/e. me lmr-rpjbr the ~ry -com~~g  trurl ride on I;i.rJ+p meets eur!~' rite murnrng. Buf 

/ cun *I sleep. Images of the M w h  truh dance zn he&, cmzng me to loss and turn. For 

c.lvc.n. rrurl I ~ V C ,  I musf do 11 1.000 other trmes m nz!. head L_r*mng /here. i can heur ~hcg 

/ow-growl~ng engmes of rrgs us they return to town porn thew desert ventures. 

Eur(1. Frrd+' mornrng w e  puck t h  Bronco wrth essentrui rrems for the &I; such CIS 

fbod. drmkv. a trre repair krt, trre pressure gauge, spare oil and power sreerrng flurcr! 

rudiuror urtd power steerrng hoses. p/mhy of nu t er fbr t l v  and the Bronco. und u C. L-3- T .  IS 

nwv seem erce-~sn,~. but some people brrng even more equpnent und uuro putrs to prepre 

1i)r [he atrernes ilzc desert cun ofler." I-br rnstunce. I ictor Alokler und others brmg s p r e  

uxle shufis. starters, and even sporf ulfernafors and hubs*.' Soon we ore heading to the 

meerrmg piucv pre-derrrmmed for our truil rrde. The urr brrsdes wlfh exczremenr. 

SEPARATION 

As mentioned earlier, people amve from all over the world to participate in this 

event. Different classes, ethnicities, regions, even people of different ages, sexes. 

and clubs are represented. Yet, the town sewes as a 

Literary scholar David Teague aptly notes that "the 

sort of antistructural buffer 

ability to enjoy the desert's 
redeeming features is inversely proportional to the hazards it presents" (54). Thus, 
preparation is bey to a safe and enjoyable trail ride. 

During the 1996 safari, Victor simultaneously blew a hub and an alternator as he 
attempted a climb on the Heft S Revenge trail. His expert driving skills helped him avoid 
a roll-over. Quickly, he unpacked (from the back of his Jeep) a spare hub and spare 
alternator. and installed them. Less that twenty minutes after the near-tragedy, he piloted 
his Jeep up the ledge, accompanied by the cheers of those along the trail's side. 
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against rifts that could potentially exist between these groups in the normal world 

(Driver, 160; HMord, 1992, 43; Victor Turner, 1980, 159) (fig: 6-2). All associated 

with the safari seem to have fun together, united by the commonality of the rock 

crawling lifestyle. Ed lsaacson details his first experience with the friendly Jeep 

Safari tone: 'Van and i got up early (8 AM), and drove into Moab downtown and 

could not believe our eyes as we saw about a thousand Jeeps all lined up on Main 

Street and everyone having a balln (trail journal: 1990). 

FIG: 6 2  The town of Moab serves as a b d e r  between the ordinary worId and the outback one. 

Despite this commonality between participants, their economic disparity is 

evident." People lacking the money to stay in hotels, camp in the desert east of 

Moab or north of town along the Green River; more prosperous groups stay in 

hotels, motels, or bed-and-breakfasts. Some groups pack many individuals into one 

10 Using data from surveys made by the Specidy Equipment Manufuczurers 

Assocrotion (SEMA), Alfieda Vaughn has determined that Rock Crawler household 
income "averages [at] $62,632 per year. -30 percent of subjects ... earn S50,000 to 74,999 
annually ... 25.4 percent bring home more than 74,999 every year, 20.6 percent, $35,000 
to S49,000 annually; 13.8 percent, $25,000 to $34,999 annually; 6.4 percent, $15,000 to 
524,999 and 3.8 percent, less than 5 15,000" (1 7). 
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motel room. Many rooms in the hotel where I stayed during the 1993 safari were 

crammed with participants; sleeping bags covered any available floor space. 

Despite accommodations, the differences between the economic statuses of the 

participants can often appear most evident when looking at the vehicles. Rock 

crawling is now moving from its middle-class roots to the wealthy social classes. 

Consequently, vehicles are becoming more and more elaborate (Chip Bmx, 

4/7/1996). Despite the economic range of the entrants, the safari is a place for 

enthusiasts to 'commune.. .together" with people like themselves, Rock Crawlers 

(Victor Turner, 1969, 96). 

* * *  

Driving to our meeting locutron. / spot the set-up rhat has the town gosscpirtg- ft rs 

.sud lo he u custom Greyhound brw. rhar was builr specrficaliy for the owner. The bus is 

decoruted with tznted windows. u custom painted graphic design. and highly plished 

ul z i t  in urn rims This paint scheme is matched on the fui@ enclosed. ci;mut e-controifeii 

truiier: lhrs homes o radicaIiy modfied Jeep Wkangler. The Jeep. parked behrnd the trailer; 

is ulso puinted with the same eyr catching m ~ o m  graphic design. T77e outfit is asrounding ' 

The m o r  is that the entire ensemble is supposed to b e  cost nearly a holf-million bucks- 

Looking ar them d l  rogether, / don 't doubr it. The Jeep alone looks like ur ieasr u S.5.5.000 

rnod~fication. Becci a d  f ask euch other: "How must it be to have the money to build such 

u peur oufl~? 77mt person must be some b ig corporute niagmte. " I smile: ''1 'II never m k e  

monqv like thor being o folklorist- " Becci laugh: "But at Ieust you get to go lo cool s/@ 

/[kc rhw und rhen sru& und write about if. " Hey, she ltus u point. 
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It2 (Iebute OP( ION (hut would be on t h s  ensemble f we /~ud burlr 11. Of'course tiw 

c ~ h  would have to be changed to_vellow--ro march our Bronco. The rock crawler would 

/zme a ARB &Air Lockerw* m rhefi.ont Dana II* arle: u reverse-cut* Dana 60' rear urk 

wrdz u Detroit Locker* would repluce our cwrent Detroit locked Nine Inchf set-up. Our 

rrlrrrturc r g  wozdd uiso sport u torque splitter *. Wild Horses front cod springs, National 

Springs rrur ieuf sprmgs. and steep? p r r n g l  /t woulcl then he used fbr OH-road on!r: 

Vehides are often towed or trailered into town, enabling extremely dedicated 

drivers to ride in a more comfortable 'street vehicle" while towing the off-road rig 

behind (figs: 5.5, 5.6). Additionally, if their vehicle is broken on a trail ride it can 

easily be towed home. Some rigs are built for off-road use only; this means they are 

only driven on trail rides. Many cannot legally be driven on public roads. Reasons 

for this may include: state limitations regarding suspension height or ultra-radical 

suspensions, tire height. or engine and exhaust modification regulations." Some 

vehicles may be geared so low that they cannot easily be driven on public roads. 

Any of these modifications may necessitate trailering a vehicle. Obviously, not all 

participants have the money needed to build an off-road only vehicle. 

Most rigs-commonly referred to as "daily drivers"- are regularly driven on the 

street and have been modified as much as the law, or the wallet, will allow. Extra- 

' '  These laws vary from state to state. Many vehicles that are legal in Arizona- 
with its lax t &height laws- are illegal in Utah. 
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flashy or radically modified trucks always attract many spectators, or owners of 

similar vehicles, who want tips for building their own trucks. Of all the types of 4x4s 

in Moab during the safari, Shannon Shirk primarily looks for the vintage-style 

Broncod2 because that is what he and his wife Airnee own. Allan Olsen, a Jeep 

Cherokee owner, looks forward to meeting other Cherokee drivers and experiencing 

a "common bond* with them (4/12/1996). People use the safari as a place to 

network with others who have vehicles like their own. 

Upon finding owners of these vehicles, an instant connection is established, 

despite differences in the social strata of the individuals. Information, stories of 

vehicle prowess, pictures, addresses, and even automotive parts are traded. 'A 

sense of harmony," or communitas is easily noticed (Victor Turner, 1991, 13). 

Cornmunitas is a general feeling of equality, brotherhood, and community which, 

despite the possible 'tangle of (social and economic] conflicts and disharmonies," is 

temporarily created during events such as the safari (1 3). This social transformation 

takes the form of symbolic manipulation.. .Among the most common is 
inversion, the reversal of the established social order, including social 
hierarchy.. . In hierarchical societies symbolic inversion creates an 
upside-down world.. .it declares egalitarianism to be in order for the 
duration of the festival. (Stoeltje, 1992, 268) 

Friendships come easily among people united to enjoy the desertscape and the 

automobiles utilized for traversing it. 

Chris and Tamara Stephens have numerous friends and acquaintances that 

they have met at the safari. These people live in Utah, and as far away as 

" Broncos built between the years 1966 to 1977 are known by Rock Crawlers as 
"vintage Broncos." 
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California. At other points in the year they unite with these friends at Moab. other 

trails in Utah. or at locations in the home states of these friends (411 996). 

People not willing to engage in this type of friendshipping are quickly noted 

and the information is passed on. These participants are often 'treated as though 

they [are] acting in a totally inappropriate and unacceptable way" (Hughes. 101). 

During the 1 993 safari I met another vintage Bronco'3 owner. During the course of 

our conversation, a third Bronco owner was mentioned. When I referred to this 

person's Bronco. the individual with whom I was talking responded: "Hey, 

that ... Bronco is buitt, I've been on rides with that guy and his rig can do anything-but 

the guy's an ass. He won't talk to anybody." Other individuals have subsequently 

reiterated this opinion. Each comment hinged upon the individual's lack of 

willingness to engage in the friendly interaction expected during trail rides. 

Much of the bantering, socializing, and meeting of Wends begins at the trail 

"line-up." Registered participants get in line at a previously noted street (figs: 6.3. 

6.4). Each trail tide has between 25 and 100 vehicles that can be officially 

registered. This number depends upon how many vehicles are allowed at once 

upon the land by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). This is because the 

impact of a large group travelling through same trails might be too great. Small 

group sizes lessen the possibility of this harmful impact. The trail's difficulty level 

can also limit vehicle numbers. If too many rigs are registered far an extremely 

arduous trail, it could take more than the day to complete. 

l3 I own a 1975 Bronco. 
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FIG: 6.3 Vehicies lined-up for a M d  ErzlFrer Jeep &Jsri trail ride. 

FIG: 6.4 People mill about and tak while lined-up prior to a mil ride. 
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We arrzve at the line-up. a d  I pull our Bronco into position behind our fiiend 

Quim Mortemen. &his Bronco. He has saved the spot for us. Like others af the line-up 

we begin to meet friends* make new ones. d check out other drivers* rigs. Since d l  

drivers are asked to arrive at lea f  an hour before the ride leaves, this gives us plenty of rime 

to mill around and talk Trail leaders use this time to inspect the vehicles for safety and to 

meet with each driver prior to the ride. so I war& ow Bronco. 7he trail leader. Jean Akens, 

comes over to do the pre-mil inspection on ow rig Oig. 6.3). I walk up to talk with her. 

beginning a conversation with a comment about the beaut@ weather* great for desert 

driving- She agrees. then begins to ask some technicd questions about the Bronco. 

FIG: 65  Trail Leader Jean Akens and awtber 6 official (a! ieft of photo) kgin ;m lnspcction ofour B r m  
- 
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! quick47 leurn t f m  she is o Ford drrver also; she rs mrerestd in what mo JIficatrons 

Brcci und I / w e  mude to our rrg. I rake the opporrunity to show her the suspension tho! I 

hzcmlr for hc' truck, S ~ C  lookv at our bumpers- und comments on the fuct tkur she 2 never seen 

ury like them on other vintage Bronros. She arkr what gears we are using, and $1 like the 

1rre.s HV 're mnniug. I tell her t h t  w r  'w got 1 10.1 ifour-ten to one) geurs m the urle.~. und 

u re-grured a ~ ~ t  ic transrnrs..wm These work together for a pretty g o d  low range- I 

dun 'r hnow uhour /10w the tires wiflpeTJm off-roud becoutr t l t ~  ore brund-new. M i l  on[v 

put then1 on u week ugo-in unticipution of the safari- When she is fin ished clzeckmg us in, 

she breukv a w q :  As Jeun moves to the n ~ r r  rzg, she smiies a d  udds fhut she 'li be wutcjzing 

the rig to see how our combmation pel-forms. 

-4nrrety ievels begin to rise. hpectafion for the duy 's event keeps peopie wired and 

pttery. I cun 't s t a d  still, and walkfiom rig to rig to relieve the excitement, It also gives 

rnr an opportunip to look at rhe well-built vehicles lined up for this ride. Stopping ut one 

group of drivers, / hear a few seasoned veterans tell horror stories a b o ~  having done one 

spar on another trail called the Dragon's Tail -a parricufar~af dmficulr obsracle this yeor 

becuuse recent he- razns hove serious/-v washed and eroded it. They look at sewera/ new 

drnvrs mui tell them t h r  rodq *.s ride is "going to be real bad, just like the Dragon's Tail.' 

You'll probably fake out a m k r  panel*- " The newcomers stamp their feet, and kick at 

pebh1c.s m ugitated acitemenr. Each driver (experienced or not) is thinking: "IVill I wreck 

something todq: will I embarrass myself by not being able to do a section of trail, or xs it 

gwng to be easy P " AN individuals. whether familiar with the truil or not, experience the 

nervous energy together. It is palpable. 
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ntere ure smerul moments of nervou,~ s~knce thor s e m  like Jqs. .-I gq7 ucr~~.ss f +om 

me notes: "It ruined just a cud eady this morning. that 'II keep the Jusr down tiduy. Good 

. . i n .  Even;one n d r  m ugreement. Hunging uur with other drzvers seems to eusc 

(he t ensron People p i e  jokes. hurass euch other-like rell~ng euch other. "you 'll never 

muk~* rr "-- swup srorir.~, or umder uroumi und ralk. 

A Jeep CJ- f pulls rnto the line-up. it srts_fair(v tail on what looks to be u rudzcul 

srlspensivn set-up. (hder the fenders ore some knob bjp Super S w a m  per mud rucrrg tires. 

nte pant gleum m the s u n  But his  is nor just the gleam fiom u recent wash and war. this 

rs (heji.c>sIT p i n /  g lum thur cwn unit' he seen on u rig r h r  lrus not venturecl off-rod with 

the puinl/ob -vet. It rumbies in u wuy hat  reveaies a big nun-stock engine is hidden under 

[he The goup I'm with whtspers ubour the newcomer. I h e w  someone confide: " Yeh, 

I've heurd he 's gor an m~ecrecl454 under the h o d  " Andher cun be heard saying: 'Zook. 

Ire '.s gar u Dana 60 reverse-cw in the reur. " Zts nor long before we wdk over to the Jeep for 

u chser rnspection. 

M% rntrduce ourselves, and ask the driver fhe would mind $we take a Iook at his 

r g .  "Go right uheud: hqv let me show~_vou w h t  /just shoe-horned under the hood " CVMz 

(hrs he opens the hod ,  revealing the legendory engine trumpl~nt. The group o@rs 

congru~uiurrons on u great job. and then mows around the rig wrrh him. H e  details euch 

qf'rhe rndficutiom, md how they were uccomplshed " I  've on& got one problem though. " 

Ire udmrrx "/ guess I didn 't tighten the bolt on the back corner ofthe driver's seat well 

enough because I seem to h e  lost it- " One of the people in the group says: '*Hev, I 've got 

somethrng [/tar '?I work great. " He rum off: ref urn ing minutes luter with u new bolt. In u 
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Movement among partidpants begins the process of uniting the group for the 

upcoming ride. Trail rides are always a communal act;" this is evinced by the fact 

that participants rarely use singular pronouns when referring to their actions during 

trail events. Rather, the plural "we" frequently peppers conversations and narratives. 

Because of this communal aspect, getting to know others on one's ride is imperative. 

not to mention that people--as noted previously-attend the safari just to be with 

other Rock Crawlers. Consequently people always move and mill about. This 

interaction functions as a 'rite of separation from the previous (non-off-road] worldn 

(Van Gennep, 21). 

In this situation, drivers separate themselves from the world by 'lining-up" 

their 4x4s. This act signifies who is part of the trip. Milling about during this time 

also begins knitting the many drivers into a working group. l5 Such 'communication 

actively engages the participantsw (Stoeltje. 1992. 262). knitting the various people 

into the functioning group that they will need to successfully complete the trail ride 

(Van Gennep, 10, 21, 23). 'The acts of embarking and disembarking, of entering 

a vehicle-. . [for a trail ride] are often accompanied by rites of separation at the time 

of departure and by rites of incorporation upon return" (23). 

Such transformations begin to occur as the group lines up for the trail ride and 

I J See chapter five for more on the social aspects of trail rides. 

l 5  For more on "making the rounds." see: Roger Abraham. **An American 
Vocabulary of Celebrations" ( 1 80). 
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subsequently reaches the threshold of the trail (Driver. 157: Edith Turner & William 

Blodgett, 14; Van Gennep, 20-1). This is critical because on the trail their lives and 

vehicles will, in some instances, rest in each other's hands. For the event to run 

smoothly and safely, a sense of trust between the participants is of premier 

importance. 

Many believe that the social aspect of the Jeep Safari is as important as 

driving one's 4x4 on the trail rides. Participants meet and make friends, and return 

to the event to be with these friends every year (Chris Stephens. 7/21 11 994). During 

episodes such as this, people experience this "state of cornmunitas ...I or a] 

camaraderie that may come about temporarily between fellow liminals" (Myerhoff, 

248). Communitas is an integral part of the transformation in individuals (245-9). 

4x4s line up, people wander or gather in groups, and a sense of confusion 

seems to reign. Despite the seeming anarchy, the safari is indeed quite structured. 

Yet to the uninitiated, it appears to be pandemonium (Horse Capture, 10)- The Jeep 

Safari, like other festivals is an intricate tangle of planned events: 

Such complexity often gives rise to an impression of chaos and 
disorder, especially to members of modem -ety trained to isolate 
the senses and limit communication to visual. literate forms based on 
principles of sequence. (Stoeltje, 1983, 240) 

There is definitely a structure to this event; and it is evidenced when the officials 

decide that everything is ready. This point is reached when all the drivers have been 

met and every vehicle has undergone a brief inspection (fig: 6.5). Each official calls 

for their group to "rnove-otf over the C. 6. W ~ i n  seconds, 25 to 1 00 vehicles have 

been started-up and moved onto the street. After a drive to the trail-head, the group 
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is ready to embark into the back country. 

Before this can be done, several changes need to be made to the rigs, to 

make them off-roadable. Parking for a few moments at the trail-head allows drivers 

to get out of their rigs and lock the hubs on their front axles. Next, they let air out 

of the tires. Now participants are ready to venture into the outback. 

INTO THE OUTBACK: THE JOURNEY BEGINS 

The ime-up is informed, viu C. R.. to "move ow" @g: 6.61. CVe 're positioned neur 

the end of the line-trp. so rr takes o f a  minutes before vehicles in front of us puff mrry- I 

cun mwll ihc crhcrust, hem the engines. und see the colors of  ulf the rigs us rhey pull uwut: 

/ rfclr In my seut-hrdv able to wait for us to move onto the paif- Fimflv we ger the chance 

ro pull u u r ~ ?  from our parking spot. Peopk line the streets tukxng pictures clnd waving us 

the proup hearts through town Soon the entire cornpry has driven through town and down 

ihc highwq. ro rhe trail-head. The drive is excit~ng; each drrver in~roduces hrmself or 

herself-and what ng Ihey are driving. Drivers tell where they are porn--and what club they 

belong to. fthev belong to one. We stop at the /rail head where the group is informed lo 

urr down tires, lock huh. and perjorm ary orher last minure preparations. Peop/e get out. 

pe<fornr [he find requisrte tasks before getting back into their 4x4s und shlfrmng rhek 

rrunsfer cuses info 4-wheel drive. 

W d e  doing these taskr we shout jokes and comments to each other. Quinn yells to 

me rho! the "Easter Egg"-that S whut may7 in the Lone Peak 4-Wheelers caN rqvveNow 
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FlG: 6.6 Becci gets ready to move our 6- out when the 'move out" call cumes. 

andptrrple Bronco-won 'I be able ro do h is  pail to@ without trouble. He asks with mock 

concern- "Hey Dave, do you have your tow snap for when you need my help?" Back in his 

Bronco. Quinn leans out the driver S widow, grins wide, andpulls a w q  I can hear the 

high-pitched whine fiom his low gearing as the rig rolls over and through an outcropping 

of rock rhor separates the trailfiom the road The ride is beginning.' 

Mimaes her.  we snake our way through the mgged desert and between the towering 

sronejins* common to the desert here. The world completeI,v changes. The houses. streets. 

and shops of Moab quick@ change to s a I p t ~ e d  red sundsrone monoliths. and orange. 

brown &yellow d m  s a d .  Even the air smells dzflereni* scented by the sage growing 

along the trail sides. II S like a drfferent world. I'm awed by the grandeur and beauty 

around in. Interestingly, the new sights bring a kind of cairn Anxiety about the nature o f  
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wwr/d w e  aiso lefr fur beh~nd Thzs is whur the saforr [s all dour .' 

Phil Howell, a well know off-roader and the editor for 4- Wheel Drive & S p d  

Utility Magazine, describes his off-road experience in terms that closely echo my 

own: 

The trail climbed off of the ledge, and became an easy run through 
pinon pines and junipers. The views in every direction were 
tremendous ... In front and to the right, hoodoo rocks and sandstone 
fins showed us what we were going to be driving through in a little 
while ... This is what four-wheeling is all about. It's hard to think about 
troubles at the office or at home when you're out here. (1 994, 54) 

We are not alone in our comments: 

Looking at the terrain, you could tell it was custom-made for four 
wheelers. It had rocky sections winding among tight trees, water 
crossings, and serene fern in the heavily wooded sections. The 
wildflowers crowding along the trail put me into an optical overload. 
(Muesling, 19) 

Most drivers feel such emotions. Jim Broadbent notes: 'When I get out there [on 

trail rides]. I just become--you just feel like you're part of nature. You realize that 

you're part of nature. You're not in control of nature. And I like that feding' 

(4I911996). Driving through the desert causes many to reflect upon the beautiful 

topography of which they have become a part. This also aids in the illusion of 

freedom and escape. 

Such excursions often engender Wings of release from the everyday world. 

It is as if the trail is a new existence. The world gradually fades from one landscape * 

to another as it morphs from streets, houses. and buildings, to trails and their 
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surrounding sand, stone, and desert flora. This change does not occur all at once. 

but over a given space near the trail-head: 

I think of those few yards ... as a physical counterpart of the liminal 
condition we are trying to understand. Those medial yards belonged 
simultaneously and equally to both worlds, the [trail] and town; to 
some extent they belonged to whichever world whoever was treading 
them belonged to at that moment. which in turn depended to some 
extent on who they were and in which direction they were going. To 
that extent, plainly, those different states of being were necessarily 
coexistent in both time and space. (Turnbull, 60) 

Progressing away from Moab, there is a transitional space between the town, 

which drivers leave behind, and the timeless desertscape they enter. The sense of 

separation heightens as the vehides progress from Moab into the raw desert: when 

the roads have become dirt, and when houses and trees give-way to sage and rock 

fins. As participants progress farther into the desert. the sense of separation 

continues to elevate. An atmosphere of companionship amongst these rigorous 

obstacles lay before drivers as they also take-in the desert's beauty. Negotiating 

trail difficulties and enjoying the topography become the focus. 

Soon participants have forgotten the world behind them. It is as though this 

is more than a symbolic act; for drivers, the outside world has 'ceased to existn 

(Tumbull. 67). Their exclusion from the world behind them is so complete that it is 

"almost [like] draw-ng a small branch across the path leading from [Moab]. .. the whole 

outside world. ..ceased to exist" (67). "One becomes something else. ..[and] has an 

altered state of conxiousness, a new perception of oneself or one's sociolphysical 

world, a conversion in awareness" (Myerhoff. 245). 

Charlie Copsey has noted that such awareness has never been more evident 
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to him than while he is participating in trail rides. He has even compared the 

heightening of these senses, and the rush it produces, to a drug-like experience. . 

For this analogy, he goes so far as calling rock crawling "an addictionn (7/21/1994). 

While on a trail ride, the Hlwld for Rock Crawlers is that trail. Speech reflects 

the unity all involved share. Despite the variance in social or cultural backgrounds. 

participants' conversations concern the same topics: the landscape, the vehicles. 

and each other. Indeed, the very language each participant uses is similar. At rest 

stops, discussions brim with comments about the world the group has entered. 

Congratulations or ribbings are shared with each other concerning driving 

performances. Much of the discourse concentrates upon forthcoming challenges 

and driving advice is given and taken freely. Others admire the landscape or 

comment on the unpredictable desert weather. 

All interaction centers upon the ordeal. To speak of the outside world is an 

unarticulated taboo; people often refrain from mentioning the business world, or its 

responsibilities, for fear of ruining this liberating experience. 

* * 

The beauw of the territory around me combines with the excitement of drrving-with 

n!\, comparrrors-mro this challenging und new Iundscupe. Large sundstone fins and odd&- 

shuped balunctng rock seem to hem-in ourpo~h. Buf this is just an illusion; fhe trod winds 

hetween them. reveuling more hidden and unseen challenges. Each new d@culn, is 

exquzsite. giving me un unxiery that rs only reieused as /figure OW how to negotiate und 

complete rr. :b[v senses- ore heightened every rock, gu& or pcrtch of sand on the rrud 
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rc.lcus:c.s u rzmult of c~uicz~lat rom: "How hurd do I hu i r s  9 U.7lrch Lrecr run rs hew' Should 

I piucr the drrvers ' srde rrre on rhot ruck. or rhe gul!v hrsrde rt? Wzich angle grves best 

truclron: W ~ I C ~ ?  grves rhe besr perjbrmcrnce for rile group"" 

The process IS sweet. Ir requires totd concenrratron and IS mentullv rurrng. but 

plr~urcol!t* I urn uirve. I never feel so qurckened ond energced us when I drrw JIIrrng rlzr 

sujuri. Sornt.trmes I wonder w h t  I musr look irke whrk here. / look m o d  at orher 

purr rcrpunt.v--PUC/I look\ lrke u ch rid seerng u carnzvu/ for the first rune. Luch cf us just 

I I C I I ~ S  IU gel onro riwr nexr chalIenge. Eves gieummg wzrh evc~ted wonder. we get out of our 

rlgs to H - u ~ C I I  ofhers r n .  rile sunre challenges. Sc.crer[v we wzsh the carnivd wril never end 

heccrzise when [he fun is over we know nothing rhis exciting can follow. So, we forger the 

world mzd thrnk onof of rhe rruil irr front of us. 

The "red rock" desert is beautrful figs: 6.7, 6.8). The sand IS wurm and you can 

smell (he pungent-.weer urom of rhe sage m lhe urr us _vou dnvr. The genrle breeze can he 

hurd  whispering through the srunted scrub brush dotting the desert s d s  between the 

purckv ofslick rock? b z r  cun even raste rhe d p  dusty u ~ r  in 4vour mouth. With h e  top u f j  

of'the Bronco. the sun beats down wannlv on my head and shoulders. The desert remrnds 

me rhur I ant within its hounds rlzrough ulIjh.e of my senses. 

CVien we ger a chance to explore these areas-during one of rhe frequent 

rest relawion breaks-/ meet-up with Quinn. Jake Re-r. and cr few other friends. We climb 

un outcropping of rocks and check out some of the long distance views. Becci climbs some 

rock o fm feet uwq,  looking ur a bunch of cacti growing fmm some sand in the cavity of 

u rock Off in rhe distance, others walk along a ckfl A few people down below have opened 
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FIG: 6.7 Becci stands on an outcropping of rock high above the nail-which can be seen winding below. 

FIG: 6.8 From a slickrock outcropp- a t d  can be seen aming through the sage-covered desert floor. 
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clrr~zmd the desert fo /;age- Soon rhe wail Ieuder signals for u- to get m our rigs so the goup 

The liberating effects of trail rides, like a drug, gives excitement and energy 

to the participants: 'but if the fatigue was real, so was the stimulation we received 

from all this work, it was as though the harder we worked the more energy we were 

given ... that was when I felt clean and whole, free of all doubt and worryn (Turnbull, 

70). Although the extreme desert climate combines with arduous driving conditions 

to drain the vigor from the participants, a new sense of energy and exhilaration 

imbues the people--it renews them. This energy is difficult for participants to 

articulate. They tell others over the C.B. how tired they are, but ask "is anyone up 

for a midnight run up Moab Rim [trail]" (heard over the C.B. after a trail ride, 1 996 

safari), or any other of the numerous trails. 

As the trail ride ends. people are worn with the difficulties of the day. Yet the 

activities do not stop. 

Many performen, after a strenuous [trail ride] will go out to eat, drink, 
and talk-often boisterously. Someone who doesn't know [off-roaderq 
wonders at how much energy they have left. But these celebratory 
bouts are not really after the [trail ride] but part of it-a way of cooling 
down, of reintegrating into ordinary social life' (Schechner & Appel, 5).  

Participants return to town from their trail rides with a new sense of accomplishment, 

a sense of wonder, and a feeling of excitement. Additionally, they have become 

more deeply integrated into the rock crawling culture due to the interaction with 
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fellow drivers, and as we shall see, performance (Smith, 167; Sekaquaptewa, 37-8). 

PERFORMANCE & CONVENT ION 

Performance is inextricably linked to the safari experience (Stoeltje, 1987, 

138-9). A driver's sociable behavior and the ability to negotiate certain sections of 

trail within parameters set by the group is a deciding factor for status, not one's 

social station in the outside wwld. Learning to perform within these parameters, and 

how to 'pushw (or not push) them is the determining factor for the notoriety and 

respect of being a 'big dog," or hot-shot driver. Therefore, the ability to perform well 

as a driver and as a member of the group is of paramount importance. 

Participating in a trail ride provides the opportunity to test the mete of driver 

and machine while in the company of peers. Often, interaction and help from these 

peers is imperative for performance upon certain sections of the trail. For 

enthusiasts, this is a leading motivator for travelling great distances to attend this 

event. The Jeep Safari also allom for public displays of driving prowess, and 

intimate interaction with others in the group. Furthermore, it provides a situation 

where performance can be evaluated. This helps to establish a perfonnets place 

within the community. 

t * t  

I/ 1s u trail rtde dwmg rhe 1994 sMari: Becci and l ore doing Steel Bender trail with 

the Lone Peak CWheelers R o d i n g  a bend in the trail, we jind the group in from of tls has 
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.sr(,ppfd rrr o purricul* J~ficult  obstucfe. Quinn--a fku. vrhicfes uheu J Of 2 ~ ( .  t odu~~- -~s  

ct,mpler,ng u perfect climb up o rugged hill in his Bronco. Folhwrng hrm. a Jeep Wrungfer 

.srniggIt(s, gerrrng srzd ur u llclsn7 corner m the rruif- The drrver rock the rig hack und forth 

lo di.sfo&e its stuckfiont trre. His ef0rt.s are not suc~essf;rl~ .4pproOrrmute!r. twenn, rigs are 

parked u/ong the puth behind him Drivers ure rulkrng in smull groups between these A-4s. 

Ofhers have it$ /heir vehrcles behind and have trotted over to /he uctron on-foot. Thqv do 

so lo gutn brlier vuruuge poinrsfiom u'hich to wutch rke e-rcrtrmenr provrded b-tl rhe vurrous 

rigs us /he drivers uttempr this chuilenge. 

/ Zcurtz thu/ rhrs obstuck is cuiled the Dragon's Tail. Ir IS one oj'the "horrors" 

nzenrioned during /he fine-up for the earlier trail. This section gels 11s nume from the fact 

r h r  us tirivers uttempt ro climb up the steep und rugged trrruin. / he .  must turn to the iefi. 

[hen bunk shurp(v to the right. hop their rxgs up and over u rock rhar forms u small wall in 

the ~ I U ,  undf;rzuf!v heud further to the right und up a steep embankment. f;rhis iast right- 

lzud turn is where /he stuck W-er driver still smrgggies.) To succeed the lines hot must 

he cuken resemble u drugon 's winding tail- A ll these fucton musl be taken into accounr as 

drhers cftmb the steep hill, which is covered in loose roch, sand. u d  gravel. The fact that 

furge sand covered boufders iuy srrewr about the edges ofthe path nukes the Dragon's Tai 1 

men more dtficuk One mistake could lead to ruined tires. h+ damage-or scrupedpuint. 

Bmcr und / climb down* the Bronco und s c m b l e  into good positions /o worch 

/he oction. The Jeep fino/& bach away and tokes a chicken route*. A iarge crowd 

ussemhks us u full-sized Bronco attempts the chilenging rrud section People cheer und 

screum us fhe truck bounces up. over, and around the r o c k  Yet, time after time it foils to 



Spotters 

There is an unstated assumption that the more experienced drivers will take 

up authoritative positions to guide neophytes and other individuals needing 

assistance through rugged trail locations (fig: 6-94. 14).16 in fact. some locations 

necessitate spotters to inform all drivers, regardless of their driving experience. Ed 

Isaacson, a talented driver, notes: 

[Sledgehammer trail) was really ... tough hard axe, technical, 
demanding, 4-wheeling. By far the roughest I have ever done. It was 
a different experience than Surprise Canyon. We needed lots of help 
from our buddies again, with spotters on every corner, lots of rock 
moving and in genefal again working together to get the gmup through 
the rocks. (Trail journal, italics added) 

These difficult driving situations are where trust becomes most crucial. 

Drivers must have unwavering mfidence in the abilities of their spotters. In 

'" This process tends to refute the idea that liminality creates "equal individuals" 
(Victor Turner. 1969,96). These spaces do jumble the normal social order. Yet there 
are still authority figures and followers; these strata could not be extant in a socially 
levelled milieu. 
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some instances instinct will tell a driver to do one thing, while the spotter tells 

hidher another. In other words, the terrain may look like it requires one approach, 

while in reality, that approach would result in failure and possible vehicle damage. 

'When you venture off-road, take along a trustworthy spotter. A spatter has a better 

view of the terrain immediately around your truck and warns you of any impending 

danger" (McGee. 4 1 ). Good spotters help drivers through these difficult passages. 

A driver's faith in the abilities. and better visual angles, of the spotter keeps 

himJher from damaging the vehicle or hurting its occupants. Spotters giving bad 

advice can cause serious problems for drivers and their vehicles. Jeff Dixon learned 

this on the Rubicon trail when an inexperienced spotter guided him onto an immense 

rock. This resulted in Jeff bending his 4x4's front drive shaft*. The accident could 

have left him broken-down on the trail, possibly needing to be towed out. Luckily, 

he was able to take the drive shaft off, while on the trail. and fix the damage enough 

to finish the trip. The twisted part was later taken to a shop and straightened. 

Choosing spotters from a group that undergoes an inversion in the social 

strata may appear difficult. But the process ensues smoothly, occurring in three 

ways. (7) Drivers will specifically ask an individual upon whom they know they can 

rely. I cannot count the number of timas that I have asked Quinn to spot for me. His 

driving expertise is unquestioned among those knowing him; whenever I get into a 

jam, I know that I can count on Quinn. Ed lsaacson has noted that he simply could 

not have done Surprise Canyon 'without Chris (Stephens'] help; that was one tough 

run. He helped our group get through-showed us how to do itw (411 996). 
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FIG: 6 9  Jack Neilsen guides me through 7he Wedgie. Poison S p a r  Mesa trail- (Comesy Becci Neal) 

FIG: 6.10 Jack's hand sig& are ali that I have to dnve by because I can't see the trail directty m h t  of me. 
Spotters are lmporcant here; following instinct alone, drivers might slide into the wedge. (Courtesy Becci Neal) 



FIG: 6.1 1 Spotters help a Jeep ciimb a ledge on &e Guardian trail in .Arizona (Courtesy www-off-roadcorn/) 

FIG: 6.12 A spotter guides a Jeep through a tight spot on W o y  Rwr, in New Mexico. (Courtesy www.off- 
road corn) 
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FIG: 6.13 A spotter ,ouides a Wrangler as it climbs one of the many tests of Sledgehmnmer. (Courtesy Jim Cole) 

FIG: 6.14 Chip Brox spots for a To_vota whde leading the Gold Bar Rim trail, near Moab. 
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(2) Often the trail leader will spot. Since trail leaders are responsible for 

getting the entire group through safely, they assume this responsibility. They also 

delegate the responsibilRy to individuals they know can be trusted. When Chip Brox 

lead the Seven Mile Rim trait during the 1 992 Jeep Safan' he made sure to spot for 

neophyte drivers during the challenges on this relatively easy trail. 

(3) In some instances. an experienced driver steps forward on their own. 

Drivers listen to these volunteers based upon obsewations of their driving skills or 

reputation. Usually, only those competent and knowledgeable in their driving skills 

step forward. One driver during the 1995 safari told a "wanna-be" spotter to "get the 

hell away from my truck!" The would-be spatter was an inexperienced driver who 

fancied himself to be more competent than he actually was. Knowing this-having 

observed this individual's driving during the course of the trail ride-the driver 

dismissed him. 

Despite the subversion of the normal social strata common to the safari-and 

on trail rides in particular-a hierarchy quickly emerges. This is actually an integral 

part of a trail ride, which employs 

structures of its own; but these are different from the structures of 
society, and they are often utilized to emphasize homogene~ty [and] 
equality.. .when compared with the heterogeneous, status-marked, 
name conscious intelligence of the social order. (Driver, 159) 

In situations when drivers or vehicles are at risk, speak people are chosen-or 

come forward-who have the ability to act as teachers, guardians, or to simply make 

sure that safety is ensured. Their authority is not derived from the "outside world." 
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Rather, it hinges upon their knowledge and performance while on the trail. l7 Many 

drivers are simply known to be experienced; their opinions and practice is important 

to the trail ride. 

Performance 

The grozrp slow& mows rllrough rile Dragon's Tai I. ~bfun-v dr~vtirs-fuii ru uegorrute 

rhe passuge and opt for u &puss, or "chicken route. " John Heer. u friend of mine- who is 

doing u rruil ride for the first time--nervous[v usks me which lines to "hit " lo nzuke zt. 1 

show him w h t  Iooks besr. Such information is learned by looking at the lay of the terrain, 

clnd wching /IOW other rruckv remt ro the iund during rheir uttempfs. .4s John climbs info 

his Jeep Wrangler, I move info u good s - i n g  psit~on- He nervously giunces ar me and 

rtlrn sets his Jeep into u good locarion ur the bortorn ofthe hill. / wave him on. He rakes u 

breath. waits u minute to gather his senses. and then srarrs ofi I yell orders as he inches 

_fomard. 1 wm7e hanh this way and thar. pointing out where his wheels need ro be 

phczd. I -veil: "Move to your Iefi- " "Bank sharp rght as you hit that rock.' " 

i l , < t r  s t u d  I:F in u knot. "Get over or you 'I( get hung-up in this loose crap here.' " 

/poinf ro u secrion of rock: "Put your tire here!" This section is tougher than it looks. 

Ct.7~1 if / guide him wrong? I get in us close as I can withour getting in the wcg of his rig 

/ 'm rhinking: "If / in this tense he musf be wired.' " 

The Jeep bounces and scratches over the rock /edge huff-we? up andJohn flushes 

' ' MUC h 1 i ke the earl ier-mentioned Native Americans learning drumming. 
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u determuzed glunce m he reaches me. I con see hrs hunds rmphtlv grmpprng rhe sreerrtzg 

wheef. Th.v IS what rhq- call "whire huckimng- '" I shrrek: *"Go for rr ' Go for 11.' Go fbr mt ' " 

us he pu.v.ve.v me. "Holv shit. lle 's doing it on /he first m*r" 

Hrs first utrempr rs fruwless und he emerges fronr hrs Jeep ut [he rup of rhe hiii 

rri urnphunr ' / 'm 1 urnping up and down screommng: "Nu wuv Thur 's r he htw rrde rodq ' " 

7hc t wn (g' ZIS w e n  *r the o4v  ones /umpmng urotmd-even, one else IS mmpressed by th 1s 

nmzorncr. For LI moment the whole pvup IS unrred In u cheer. people come bjr und chp 

./o/m :\. buck. His execufron h a s  been one ofthe d q  S best; hrs d' h s  been rnuJe. 

Huving helped John reach rlre lop, I descend the hill und climb into rhe Bronco. / 

siurr rhr engine und get ready to go. Beccr opts to m o m  the hill on foot and fuke pictwes 

c ! f - r n c .  us / do rhe c/imb. All of u sudden the knor in my srornach returns-onia. way worse.' 

/ norice nypuIm are swearing How long huve r h v  been like his? Taking u deep breath, 

! upproacI1 the bottom of rlze hill. Quinn--spotting--wuves me on. CVunrinp ro h m  un 

~mpresstve climb, I slowlv manoeuvre up /he hill. I wunt this to be u g o d  show. and think: 

"/ 'vr  goi to do well. I can 'r ler u greenie like John show me up. " 

Tlte pressure is really on- I inch fiom one rock ro another. flashing my eyes porn rile 

truri to Qumn, und hen to Becct. posirioned neurby wrrh rhr camera Jusr us I think rhi-v is 

gomg to be a show-piece climb.  he truck heaves to the driver's side and my wheels spin ;n 

u-fhriess eflort to find trucrion. Dtls! and chunks ofrockfl-v. I euse off the gus und come 

to cr huii. .b@peflect run has been ruined John stand$ ubove me on the trail. points. and 

furrghs. 

* t *  
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The ability to respectably negotiate obstacles is a prime goal among 

participants. Those who do not attempt to drive in this manner are known as 

" rednecks, " ' ya-hoos, " or even 'assholes" (Matt Smith, 4/4/1996). There are several 

"do's and dont's" that must be respected to be evaluated and esteemed as a 'big 

dog," or in other words, an exceptional driver. Drivers assert their driving prowess 

and participant level within the group by adhering to these 'laws." It is not merely 

who can get over an obstacle and who takes a chicken route; many factors play in 

the aesthetics of driving performances (N ylund, 1 02-1 35). 

A driver's effort to negotiate obstacles can be evaluated, just as a figure 

skater's performance can be rated while in the Olympics. Despte what many people 

think, the object is not to hit obstacles as fast or hard as possible. In fact, the best 

way to approach most obstacles is by going as slowly as possible. Negotiating one's 

4x4 in ways that highlight the rig's abilities, and the owner's driving expertise, (often 

judged as driverlvehide unity) is the way to 'go for the show." This does not mean 

that drivers constantly try to 'performn the trail. Knowing when and where to perform 

are also part of the dynamic- And drivers who needlessly beat on the trail or their 

vehicle are not generally respected. The abbreviated list below comprises the 

criteria for judging a driver's ability to render the tail. Although many of these 

concepts have been discussed in previous chapters it is important to review them 

again in terms of evaluating performance: 

1. 7lRE SPIN 
The ability to "do" sections of trail with minimal tire spin is admirable. 
The less drivers spin tires and tear up the trail the better. Most drivers 
are ecdogically minded, so this is a must. Having a 'lead foot" is not 
a way to impress other participants. 
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2. SPEED 
Speed is not valued. In fact, going through bad obstacles as slowly as 
possible is a good way to show off. "Doing" tough trail sections 
without the aid of momentum highlights driver skills and vehicle 
modification. The land is also impaded less. Knowing when to creep 
and when to "get into it" is an art that many drivers fail to learn. 
Developing this ability is a goal many drivers spend years striving to 
attain. 'Take it slow- Speed kills, or at least it hurts your 4x4. If you 
lay off the throttle, you and your truck have a much better chance of 
making it home in one piece" (McGee, 41). 

CHOOSING CORRECT LINES 
"Hitting" obstacles in the right place makes traversing them easier. 
Such driving impacts the trail less, and makes the possibility of 
damage to the vehide mom remote, thus showing respect for the land 
and the vehide. Hitting a sedian of trail badly, and then "hammering" 
on the land and the vehicle to get through engenders a lack of 
respect. One way to excite other participants is to hit an obstacle on 
the toughest lines possible and/or get one's tire(s) hanging in the air. 
After the 'show." the driver must pull up and over the obstacle cleanly, 
without tire spin. A driver must know hidher vehicle intimately. If the 
attempt ends in getting stuck, breaking the rig, or chewing up the trail, 
people are not likely to be impressed. 

4. DRIVING OFF THE TRAIL 
There is no better way to lose the respect of other driven, and cause 
anger. than to leave the trail. Many trails are kept open by the BLM* 
specifically for off-roaders and other multiple-use communities. 
Leaving a trail can literally endanger future use of all the trails. 

5. KNOWING YOUR VEHICLE 
Knowing a vehicle's abilities and drawbacks is a must. Knowing the 
abilities of a vehide and pushing them to their limits without exceeding 
them is an admirable qualQ. There is nothing more aggravating than 
waiting for extended periods of time as someone with an ill-equipped 
vehicle repeatedly attempts a section of trail that they cannot do. 
Conversely, having a vehicle that is ultra-modified and failing to 
attempt difficult sections of a trail also raises eyebrows. 

6. KNOWlNG WHEN TO QUIT 
There is little respect for drivers who repeatedly hammer away at 
sections of trail that a lack of driving expertise or vehicle modifications 
keep them from completing. On the other hand, driven who know 
when to quit, back off, and take a "chicken routee* are respected. In 
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fact. Chris Stephens has noted that some days drivers are more 'in- 
touch" with their rigs, and other days they are rot. On the days they 
are not, they may fail to accomplish obstacles that they had done with 
ease the day before. Chris noted that he passes-up obstacles or quits 
after a single try during these 'down days." 

/ *m still otrernpting my climb the Dragon's Tail und my second try is as @itless us 

I f i r  Bj. now. tr 's ohvrrlus rhur / urn having rrothic becur~se my spmnmg (ires haw 

ramrd duvr u d  rocks over the crowd ,4dditionally. i buck onto u rock und scrape the puinr 

on rhr rrcrr humper. ~.ilrc-h I hud pinred onfy dqvs befire. f / l  servcs me righ jbr puinting 

rr j z ~ t  he fore the sujurl.) The crowd can 't resist throwing playfuIjeers my ~~ay. Someone 

m r/te crowcf yells. asking ifl need a "tow rope for that d d  sheer metal. " 

Know~ng rhar 1 h e  alreudv dashed un-v hopes of having the ithimute@ impressive 

cirmh. / buck all the wqv down This is my thrrd undjinui uttempr. so 1 hit it in u mutter-of- 

juct fbhron-no showy st g th is  trme.' The truck heaves back and forth. I impact the ledge 

hcllflw?. up and the front tires bounce up and over figs: 6.15-6./8). The crowd cheers us 

/ grind ro a stop at the top. 1 havefinal[v made it. 

Climbing out of the truck. I brace mysel/ fr  the imevituble jeers. Among other 

quesfiom, rhq ask If/ was trying to "break-in " my new tires. Bur my true ernbarrassmcnf 

comes when Dun Wjmkoop drives his Jeep Wrangler down /he hifl--and then boch up it 

wrrhout spinning a trre ijiR. 6.19). As he backs up the htll past me. he flashes u grin thor 

need-Y no words to e-rphin. 

f huve been bested-backwards! 

Folfowtng Dua Shannon Shirk cruises his Bronco up the obstacle. He goes for the 
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FIG: 6.15 M e r  two unsuccessfil mes on h e  Dragon k T d  1 back d1 the say dm3 zo the bottom and n. for 
a rtLlrd m.c ha!  rime. This was much harder than it look! (Courtesy Becci Seal) 

FIG: 6.16 
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FIG: 6-17 Bouncing up n d  over the iedge 33  of the way up r)le Dragon i Tail. (Courtesy B& Ned) 

E else was 6ne. WeIL maybe my ego sot bruised. FIG: 6.18 Only the rear bumper sot scraped e v q d m -  
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FIG: 6.19 Dan Wynkoop backs his Jeep Wrangkr up the Dragon 3 T d  to rub my troubles in 

FIG: 6.20 Shannon Shirk gets "air borne" off the ledge on the Drugon 3 Tad- (Courtesy Aimee Shirk) 
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S ~ H :  md gives his r ~ p  u lteji~l boosf ofgas jmt us he hirs the rock ledge. His f m r  end 

.vhoots up neur!v:five feet into the air us he bounces over flg. 6.20). His arrempr. UISO, has 

b e m  /Zu~vlrs.v. For the rest of rhe dq, friends-new und old-clup me on the shoulder und 

uvk: " H q ,  how 'bow r h  old Dragon's Tail?" Even @r Iflmless[~~pe$orm other sections 

of iruil. sfme of' which ore more d~ficuir. people shoor down [he moment by p l ~ z d ~ ~ ~  

rnenrionmng the farefui Dragon's Tail. 

* * *  

Harassing and digging at others is not intended as derogatory. Such behavior 

can extend for months or years and is accepted as affable play. This is, in fact, one 

way the group asserts an individual's acceptance. It does not hurt feelings; rather, 

such play maintains the camaraderie among group members. No accepted 

members of the society are free from such play because even the best drivers can 

occasionally hit a section of trail poorly. Many even have 'off daysn when they 'hit 

everything wrong" (Chris Stephens, 7/20/1994). Such days are not necessarily 

indicators of poor driver expertise or vehicle modification, because the driver might 

have flawlessly negotiated the same trail the day before. Such disparity is common. 

Knowledge of this fact adds tension and expectation to a ride. even if it is on a trail 

that is often traversed by each driver. 

The crowd reacts differently if someone has been judged by their fellow 

drivers to be a trouble-maker. If the driver w i n s  to unnecessarily hammer away 

at a difficult obstacle with their vehicle. the crowd might purposely encourage them. 

During the 1 993 Jeep Safan', I witnessed-and participated in-a crowd as it urged 
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an offensive driver on. The driver was pushed to attempt feats that would destroy 

his vehicle. Between yells, members of the crowd muttered to each other. "I hope 

he blows up his differential," "what an ass, he's going to scatteP his transfer case," 

"look at him go; what an idiot," or "I hope he puts his fan through his radiator." 

The difference between a positive or negative reaction of the crowd rests in 

their acceptance or rejedion of the driver, based upon the driver's trail etiquette. By 

goading individuals into destroying their 4x4s on obstacles, the group effectively 

ejects these offensive drivers from their midst. After the 4x4 has broken down, the 

group moves on-leaving the trouble-maker to be towed out by the support drivers. 

If the vehicle fails to break down, the group has at least displayed unity in its attitude 

towards this person. In some cases, an extremely obnombus driver will be asked by 

the trail leader (acting in-behalf of the group) not to continue further. For instance, 

during the 1 993 Jeep Safari, Chip Brox, leader of the Gold Bar Rim trail was forced 

to ask a drunk driver to leave the group. 

If a valued member of the group breaks down, drivers do almost anything to 

help them. Once again. it is not who or what individuals are in the outside world that 

generates such reactions from fellow driven. These responses are based upon 

views established during trail ride(s). 
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RETURNING TO TOWN 

At the end of the trail ride, participants unlock their hubs and shift their 

transfer cases back into 2-wheel drive. Some air their tires back to street pressures 

with air compressors built into their rigs (fig: 6.21). All eventually make their way 

back to Moab, where the redressive, or integration, process ensues (Victor Turner, 

1 991 , 10, 1 3, 17). People return to town from the liminal outback experience and 

search for places to mentally and physically cool down. Old friends, and new ones 

made during the day, find places out of the sun to relax; they swap tales of the day's 

heroics or blunders that occurred on the land? 

The specific locations for such interaction are not as important as the fact that 

friends sense a need to be together and share the experiences they had together 

that day. Rock Crawlers have described the interval after a trail ride as a time to 

"regroup back at the restaurant, and [do] some required bragging about our four- 

wheeling feats" (Menitt, 64). These gatherings are used to re-live all of the exciting 

moments of the day. 

My dose friends regularly go to either a local pizzeria, or southwestern style 

restaurant. lg The Lone Peak QWheelers have gone to a Mexican restaurant; during 

the 1996 Jeep Safari the club's meeting place was a group of campers parked in a 

l 8  Thomas W. Dunk discusses such gatherings as a chance to -'discuss the [day's 
activities J, or just shoot the shit" (72). 

19 "The rite of eating and drinking together ... is clearly a rite of incorporation, of 
physical union, and has been called a sacrament of communion" (Van Gemep, 29). 
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FIG: 6 2 1  Braydn Tanner helps his fatber, Brian, air tires up fdlowing a t r d  ride near Moab. 

trailer park near the northern edge of town. Tired from trail rides that can last up to 

ten hours, participants seek places where the nervous tension that builds while 

driving through the rough desert terrain can be sloughed away. The tone is light, but 

energetic, as individuals enlarge their experiences into stones of off-road heroics. 

If anyone in the group had difficulty on a sedion of trail they are harassed or ribbed. 

Sometimes such mistakes are not easily forgotten-and are used by friends for 

playful jabs in subsequent discussions or get-togethers. 

The relaxed atmosphere mntinues to build the sense of community. But this 

sense of 'community" is somewhat different than that shared in the lineup, where 

participants mme together before the ride to release pre-performance anxiety. After 

the rides, friends unite to share "the contents of group experiences ...I which] are 
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replicated, dismembered, remembered, refashioned, and mutely or vocally made 

meaningful" (Victor Turner, 1 99 1, 1 3).20 This 'reflexive period" generates 

constructive knowledge (1 7). Participants "recognize [their] pdential for 

corn petition.. .and other dysfunctional [behavior]. But [they] also recognize.. .[their] 

potential for being something [positive]" (Turnbull, 75). 

Sitting around restaurant tables-or even a camp fire-groups laughingly retell 

the stories made during the day. Each participant asserts the significance of his/her 

actions. Of premier importance to this situation is that the strengths and 

weaknesses of the drivers' performances are discussed. "Cml-down and aftermath 

phases of performance are ... important, ... they can be a slow unfolding process 

involving how performances are evaluated, how the experience of performing is 

used by the community" (Schechner 8 Appel, 5).  In a lighthearted atmosphere, 

participants are free to learn from the views or opinions of others. Sharing the day's 

activities within the safety of friendship helps each to bask in the warmth of praise, 

or review errors with those they trust most. Each is positive that future attempts will 

be even better than today's. 

An individual's acceptance within the community can be judged by who s/he 

spends this important time with. If an individual is not accepted by the group, then 

s/he will not be asked to relax with them after the ride. As we ate in a restaurant one 

night during the 1994 Jeep Safari‘? a lone driver stepped into the dining area and was 

seated. One of my companions commented that this man was not liked by those on 

'O For more discussion concerning these scenes of "promoting social cohesion" 
and "positively reinforcing performance," see: Jerome Smith, 167. 
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many trail rides because of his arrogant attitude. I watched the driver to see how he 

spent his cooldown period. I was not surprised to find that the individual dined 

alone. Knowing that people who rode with him usually had little respect for the man. 

I realized that few would want to share the intimate hours following a ride with him. 

I asked my companions what he did to engender such a lack of respect. 

They commented that he regularly failed to follow spotters' advice,2' that he rarely 

spotted for others, and that he infrequently stopped to help drivers who were in 

trouble. In short, he did almost nothing to contribute to the ride's pleasurable or 

communal experience. Failing to engender respect in his peers resulted in his 

spending what could have been a rewarding evening with friends, alone. 

GOING HOME 

i r  is late Sunduy ufrernoon. followmg the 199-1 Jeep S a f i .  We are fillmng-up ar a 

gu.s ,uutlon In Green River. Uiah. about un hour northwest of Moub fig: 6.1). Like Becci 

und ~vsel j ;  everyone in he other vehicles of our convqv is quiet. All are exhausted from the 

/usr f e r r y  d q c  ' actrvir~es. Having lefi hfmb ut noon. we e-tplored a mil north of town on the 

nqr. out; we are d u q  und errreme& trred Qurnn silently gasses-up his Bronco or the pump 

on the other side ofthe gas-isiundfiom me. Jake and Putrice Rex--who uttended the sufuri 

jOr part of thew hone+vmoon-are topping off  the gas tank /n thew Jeep Cherokee. No one 

.sow u word 1 listen to the pump prng us each gallon flowing into m y  funk registers. It 

" Thus wasting time and unnecessarily "beating upon" his Jeep and the land. 
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nzonoirrhs. rhr pe+ I've met. the chaiIenges ... 

over rhe mzlnlarns towurds home fig: 6-11. For me, this is the hurdesr purl ofthe ti-rp The 

7hr r o d  feels roo .snzooth C V q  too smooth. The sghrs ure gorng pus/ too yurck!~: there 's 

"Hou. muqv of the returning Jrrvers uctud[v p q  artentir-n to the roud? " If I am incjicutive 

As is common among participants returning from festive events, there is 

a certain let-down, a kind of postdepression.. .There is a melancholy 
feeling because you realize you won't see that combination of special 
mends.. .together again. You know it was a special time attended by 
special people and now everyone has gone his separate way. (Horse 
Capture, 54) 

Some Rock Crawlers note experiencing feelings of 'sadness" while coming home 

from a trail ride (Ed tsaacson. trail journal: May 11-16, 1995). Amid the elated 

memories of adventures shared with fnends, creeps a post-safari let-down. The 

events recently left behind tend to make the activities of day-to-day life seem 
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pale and lifeless. The exceptional world of the safari no longer  exist^.^ it has been 

left behind as participants venture back to their homes. 

t t t  

-4s Bemi and / drive ofi/nrersrufe 15 und info Prow. C?luh. the town whew we live. 

ji-lenLjs. being rogethrr wrlh furni[v. clzuflenging ourseIveest and husking in (he bmuy of' 

nurtirc. "AJ~-rt war the Dragon's Tail wiN not be uprobfern." / sih/l_lt vow.' I olso fee/ u 

1 unz home beg~ns ro duwn on me and/ /ourhe going buck to the grind 

Trail rides such as those offered during the Moab Easter Jeep Safari venture 

deep into the back country, offering Rock Crawlers chances to slip free of the social 

confines imposed by general society and to feel 'apart together" (Huizinga. 12). Not 

only is this situation liberating to the individual participants, but it provides them with 

chances to assert their membership within the community through interaction and 

performance. This 'apaK from the world while together experience takes place, and 

is particular to, the outback areas where Rock Crawlem take their rigs (Huuinga, 10, 

14). Due to this resulting dynamic, these expeditions are the crux of the Jeep Safari 

In efforts to extend the safari world into all aspects of their lives, many Rock 
Crawlers move to Moab permanently. They believe that by living in Moab, they can 
enjoy the spectacular local trails at any time. 
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festivities. For the community collectively, these back country experiences create 

an opportunity for the liminal phase, providing participants with chances to 

experiment with groupbased ideals. It also strengthens group centered paragons 

and perceptions. 

* 

.~u~UrrfI~~l? on rhe teiev~s~on screen It *s uii there but the desert smeik We cun see fiirnds 

pkrng wrth 14-v uund driving their 4x4s: our /wortre obsrucIe.s loom uheud Even trme spent 

Izlkrng rrz rhe desert is therefor is to W U ~ C ~ .  We relive the Muub experience. 

I'ressurrs drum--meit--uw~.' The work-u-de* world is gone und I am drrving on 

~Izmr rrcrrls right now. I notice thur I unconscio~v twist and tense, und use b+v english. 

m !f t/zew ocr~ons will help me drive [he trail better. Wk critrque euch other :v tuped 

pe~brmancev. @inn commenIs on Jake L driving techniques: "He dues real well, but he 'd 

ger hrrrerji-ont ~ h e d  truveI if he unhooked his front s w q  bur. " he muses. We iupse once 

ugurn mro reverie. I giuncr at Quinn and know that I am not done. 1k.s.' For u few 

momrn/s. we ure rrunsported buck to thu/ exceptionuf world. 



I think we have to teach people in ail aspects of off-foad and off-site use of the land--whether it be mountain 
biking. whether it be Jeeping, whether it be hiking, backpacking-proper and rightful use of the desert- 

country of southeast Utah. That's wry important We have to teach people how to use the country. And if 
we do that. me next generation and the next generation of off-road 4-wheel enthusiasts wiil have the same 
rights and privileges that we do. If we don? do that, that privilege and right is going to be taken away from 

us. (Chip Brox, 4/7/3996) 

Performers are not passive. unreflecting creatures who simply respond to the dictates of tradition or the 
physical and social environment They interpret both traditions and social settings, actively transforming 

both in the course of their performances. (Briggs, 7) 

The previous chapters elucidate how Rock Crawlers perceive the non-urban physical 

environment of the American west. Each section, and its two chapters investigates Rock 

Crawlers and their interactive relationship with the 'back country' or 'outback" environment. 

Section one discovers that Rock Crawlers construct outback places from non-urban 

spaces. Such actions are the result of-and result in-specific metaphor-based processes. 

Chapter one shows that Rock Crawlers are one of myriad communities valuing the west's 

non-urban landscapes. As a recreationally-based community, they seek out these places 

for their beautiful vistas, and the escape, relaxation, and excitement that can be had within 

these visually stunning locations. These desires regularfy throw them into conflict with other 

communities who value the back country for their own reasons. 

In chapter two we learn that the outback is bounded and separated through mentally- 
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held maps. These maps are comprised of culturally-specific names and conjure histories, 

vistas, and specific challenges to those familiar with them. This process creates places 

which are understood and known in this special way only by Rock Crawlers. A passion for 

both these culturally significant places, and vehicles which are potentially damaging to 

them, causes pressure from within the group. This dash elicits specific behavior-modifying 

activities within the communw that attempt to mediate these inevitable problems. 

Section two looks at rock crawling rigs as a way to further our study of the group's 

perceptions of the outback environment. Chapter three shows that outback interaction is 

reflected through one's vehicle. Mechanical modifications to the rigs are pragmatic answers 

to the rugged nature of the outback. And the colors, paint schemes, and decorative 

additions made to the 4x4s are answers to perceptions concerning the overwhelming 

immensity of these places. Thus, vehicle modifications are reactions to attitudes and 

experiences involving these places; both practical and mythical values concerning the back 

country environment provide the impetus for vehicle modification 

In chapter four we learn that the creation of a praiseworthy vehicle not only signifies 

mastery of a groupbased 'build-upw grammar, but asserts a cognizance of the group's 

landscape-based metaphors. Restricted and elabomted construction codes help builders 

to bring their vehicle modifications into harmony with the demands of the outback 

environment. These codes determine the suspension, drive train, carburetion, and safety 

changes needed to build 4x4s capable of withstanding the rigors of extensive recreational 

use in the outback. Unique morphological variations in these vehicles signal the different 

needs of each builder. Many builders construct their 4x4s with specific outback locations 

or challenges in mind. Thus, some rigs are built more radically than others (fig: C. 1 ) .  Yet 
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associated with the back country. This excitement comes from the liminalesque escape 

from everyday life, driving one's own 4x4 on challenging trails. enjoying the beauty of the 

outback, and being with family and friends. 

JIM COLE'S STORY 

While conducting business for Mountain West Off-Road Supply, I heard a story that 

refused to be forgotten, not because of its dramatic plot. nor for its unusual performance, 

but because its content exemplified-if not united-the various threads comprising this study 

of the Rock Crawling mmunw.  The story unfolded in October, 1997, during a visit to Jim 

Cole's office, at Dimension Off-Road, in Salt Lake City. He was detailing a recent rock 

crawling adventure that he had taken to California's Sledgehammer and Jackhammer trails 

while I thumbed through some pictures he had taken during the trail rides.' Somehow our 

conversation turned from the trails and the pictures to a discussion of off-road etiquette. 

Jim began a narrative concerning a trail ride he had lead several years earlier that 

was marred by the presence of a particular individual. He stressed that the driver was not 

overtly rude; in fact his demeanor was relatively easy-going. However, the problems he 

caused were catastrophic enough to ruin tfm ride fw most of the other participants that day; 

and as the trail leader Jim had felt responsible for the failed venture. Sitting in his office 

yean later, he still felt a twinge of regret about the situation. 

' Many of these pictures appear on previous pages. 
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Thinking of Ed lsaacson's 'incident" on the Behind the Rocks trail. I asked Jim what 

this participant could have done to engender such an adverse affect within the group. He 

noticeably tensed while remembering how the driver neglected to help others at difficult 

spots, did not listen to spotters as he attempted difficult obstacles, and 'used far too much 

gas pedal" on those difficult sections of trail. 'His answer to every challenge was to romp 

on [the gas pedal]. He had a decent [vehicle] but I don't think he knows how to drive!" 

(1 1f1997). The bad situation was made worse when this driver attempted a challenge 

which Jim, as the trail leader, had specrfically asked participants to avoid. The ride had 

been 'long and tiring, and we didn't want anyone to get into trouble. We wanted to get back 

into town to relax. Some people had a long drive ahead of them to get home; they had to 

go to work the next day" (1 111997). 

Ignoring other drivers who had quickly left their vehicles to spot for him, the driver 

gunned his rig through the obstacle. Jim's worst fears were realized when the attempt 

failed, rolling the rig in the process. The grwp could not leave him there, and spent several 

hours involved in a complex and dangerous extrication procedure. Jim noted: 'We should 

have just left the rig there for him to have it towed out professionally, but you just don't do 

that" (1 111 997). Agitatedly, Jim furthered that during the extraction the driver never helped. 

and that when the rig was righted. he 'drove off without a 'thank you' or anything" 

(1 1 f 1 997). Jim concluded by commenting that many participants felt justifiably miffed. 

The narrative stuck with me because it unites the various themes comprising this 

study: conceptualizations of the back country, and the performances revelatory of them. 

' Discussed in chapter five. 
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These performances can be characterized as 'the dynamic interplay of individual 

competence in traditional forms, stylistic resources, and-. . unique interactional 

environrnent[s]" (Briggs, 12). Jim's underlying focus, as with this work, was to craft a 

commentary on performances revealing outback competence (or the lack thereof). For 

Rock Crawlers, this competence entails reading the landscape. Competent readings of the 

landscape result in the creation of spec#c cultural zones known as the back country. Back 

country competence is further manifested, among other things, through the proper 

construction of one's rig, and through adherence to rules socially applicable to these zones, 

like the behavior patterns mandated by the tenets of off-road etiquette. 

Competence has been described by folklorist Gerald Pocius as 'just knowing what 

to do and where to do itn (personal communication. 12/1111997).~ These understandings 

are not instindual, rather, they are learned, and arise through 'alliances with other 

humans. .. We develop frames of reference within those alliances that determine to a great 

extent four] view of the world and often [our] behavior in it" (Stahf, 33). These alliances can 

be referred to as the folk groups to which we belong. And the referential 'framesw are the 

contexts-physical (location, time) and social (mentally held)-in which a group interacts. 

An understanding of these contexts is crucial for competent performance because it 

'underlies [one's] ability to perlorrn' (Briggs, 2). 

Jim's narrative brings up these issues. First, the driver did not have a socially 

-' Hymes has noted that competence is "a matter of wowing] what, where. and when" 
(and I add how) to do something (19). Briggs, similarly, notes that ''competence.--underlies the 
ability to perform" (2 ) -  

' See also: Briggs, 1 -22; Glassie, 1 973,335; Hymes, 1 3-53; Saville-Trisike, 1 7-32. 
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appropriate-and thus, competent-understanding of the Other standing which is expected 

to comprise the outback experience. Essentially, this 'othernessn is characterized by a 

communal atmosphere which is viewed as an opposite to the normal "look-out for number 

one" world. This attittide is exemplified through adherence to proper off-road etiquette. 

The driver disregarded or failed to comprehend these culturally understood 'faws" by 

ignoring spotters, and disregarding the authority of the trail ride's leader, Jim. Not helping 

the other participants extricate his rig, and not saying 'thank you" formed a bitter icing on 

the proverbial cake (figs: C.2, C.3). 

Jim explicitly noted the driver's ability to competently construct a vehicle (fig: C.4). 

Thus, revealing that this individual could understand and perform in one important context: 

the groupheld perception of the terrain's physical nature, and the tradition arising from the 

interpretation of this terrain through vehicle re-construction. This ability reveals that the 

driver had an understanding of-and could draw from-the traditions, resources, and beliefs 

relevant to the 4x4 'build-upn process. His rig, then, was a mmpetent cultural performance; 

its form 'provided a [cultural] meaning that [was] responsive both to shared beliefs and 

values and to the [driver's] own perspectivew (Briggs, 18). 

Yet, Jim observed that despite the craftsmanship displayed by the vehicle's form, this 

individual was not a good driver. In other words, this competent 4x4 construction was not 

utilized for mmpetent trail performance. That the driver grasped the dynamics involved in 

constructing an admirable rig, but was not a competent trail ride participant leads to the 

understanding that all members of a community do not have equal access or competency 

with all traditions held by the group (Briggs. 8). There are myriad levels of competency and 

performance in the Rock Crawling communrty, as with other folk groups. 
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Through these considerations, an understanding of context and its relationship to 

belief systems arises. Contexts entail the 'cultural scenes" typically thought of as 

performative conditions (McCarl, 1993. 72). For Rock Crawlers these can be trail rides, 

instances where friends get together to build their rigs. other such gatherings, or the general 

vehicle-building milieu. But context entails more than the immediate arena in which an 

individual performs5 It also indudes the body of beliefs and traditions giving rise to a given 

act or creation. That is, beliefs Rock Crawlers hold regarding the locations, characteristics, 

and benefits of the outback are strong motivational forces that form foundations for other 

interlocking performative contexts. f hese other contexts comprise traditions and beliefs 

regarding such performances as appropriate vehicle fabrication, and appropriate social 

behavior while taking these 4x4s into the context for which they were built. 

Through an understanding of these overlapping and interlocking contexts, a deeper 

conceptualization of competence within the rock crawling milieu is discovered. Part of this 

deeper level of competence can be 'characterized as responsibility* (Diane Goldstein, 

personal cornmuni~ation).~ Responsibility takes several forms, each arising from group- 

maintained and generated perceptions of the back country. Groupspecrfic outback 

perceptions generate equally specific traditions regarding what actions 'are available in 

what contexts, and how, where and when they come into play" (Hymes, 20). These various 

Trisike sums-up the works of Hymes by asserting that there are three communicative 
contests: siruutron, event, and acr (28). 

" For the pivotal commentary on how context and performance coalesce to reveal the 
deeper attitudes which motivate a community, see: Clifford Geertz's "Deep Play: Notes on the 
Balinese Cockfight." See also: Annick Sjogren's "The Ritual of the Meal as A Dynamic 
Transmitter of Cuiture." 



Con dusi 

FIG: C3 Participants wwk together to scaicare a broken-down rig h m  a "hot tub." (Courtesy Jim Broadbent) 

ion 



FIG: CJ People work together to fix a broken rear Land Cruiser axle on the Rubicon trail. (Courtesy off-roadcorn 

FIG: C.4 Jeff Beach shows what a competendy b d t  rig can do by dimbmg a near-vertical boulder. Notice the 
travel on the rear axle. (Courtesy JefFBeach) 

wheel 
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responsibilities are related by the common goal to conjure and maintain the existence and 

continuance of the back country (Hufford, 1992. 7-10). Such efforts occur on multiple 

levels. 

A sense of this groupcentered responsibility is evinced through adherence to the 

tenets of the off-road etiquette. Off-road etiquette is characterized as holding a 

consideration for others on the trail (including non-Rock Crawlers), and by respecting the 

outback itself. Most trail ride participants understand that the quality of the ride, in fact the 

very existence of the conjured outback, tenuously rests upon their resped for the land, and 

through their ability to place the community first. This means acting as an integral part of 

the group while within the bounds of the outback. It is the responsibility of each participant 

to follow these tenets to ensure the continuance of the outback for the group. 

Vehicle construction also falls into this dynamic. Yes, the vehicles are built using 

performance tires, suspensions, gearing combinations, and other fabrication strategies, to 

'performn the trails. But a significant portion of these trail performances is a taut 

acknowledgement of Tread Lightly! concepts. That is, builders construct vehicles that- 

despite their aggressive appearances-have as little impact upon the land as possible. 

Once a group has progressed through a trail, it should look the same as before they 

arrived. As such, 'well-structured [4~4s)..sewe both the [builder] and [others within the 

community] as vehicles for expressing and learning [these] values' (Stahl, 20). The 

vehicles, then, also aid in conjuring and extending the outback during trail rides by 

symbolizing a respect for the back country environment. 

Responsibilitii, hwever, extend well beyond the semiotic messages of the rigs, or 
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the discrete outback ventures known as trail rides. Rock Crawlers also think a b u t  the 

continuance of their way of life into the distant future. Many wony that their children will not 

have the same opportunities to experience the outback that they currently enjoy. Therefor. 

they temper their actions so as to extend the outback into the distant future. 

This attitude mandates the continuance of respectful attitudes towards the back 

country environment. Rock Crawlers realize that many groups do not want them entering 

these tracts of land with their 4x4s. They also know that these groups wait for motorized 

trail users to 'blaze trails," leave litter behind, or otherwise compromise the quality of the 

outback, so they can use these instances as fodder for the political machine bent upon 

closure of these places to all 4x4 use- Consequently, even while not on organized trail 

rides, most drivers continue to follow the off-road etiquette tenets. These actions result 

from a sense of responsibility to the rest of the group. Even while not on trails, many Rock 

Crawlers see themselves as ambassadors for the community. That is, they try to be 

positive role models in their broader communities to reveal that Rock Crawlers are not the 

stereotypically degenerate people they believe non-group individuals imagine them to be. 

In this light, the context for rock crawling performances extends well beyond trails 

winding through the back awntry. It also extends out of the garages and back yards where 

the vehicles are constructed. The sense of responsibility mandated by these traditions 

flows into everyday actions in the work arena, school, the grocery store, church, and city 

streets. These values follow Rodc Crawlers everywhere, whether they be in their rigs or 

not. Competence is thus characterized by one's continual mindfulness of a deep-seated 

responsibility to the outback and to the group. 

This awareness might be a solution to the dilemma created by taking motorized 
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vehicles into areas deemed by some to be too fragile for motorized transport. The caring 

and mindfulness generated through outback competence, if practiced equally by all 

recreational communities, could ease-if not cease-the degradation of these fragile places. 

Recreationalists could moderate their back country interactions through practices they 

would be acculturated to view as proper and mandatory. Abusing these places, no matter 

how minor, would be seen as taboo. It is only through such belief-motivated practices that 

these places will continue for the lives of the animals and plants existing there, and also for 

future human enjoyment. If these thought processes do not spread, taking hold universally 

among recreational communities (and those other communities included within the multiple 

use category) these special places may vanish forever- 

FINAL WORDS 

When considering this research and its conclusions, it is important to keep in mind 

that I am a Rock Crawler. As a member of this folk group I am a part of both the cutture 

and its attendant politics. This is a boon in that I know many individuals within the 

community and I am aware of the group centered values motivating their actions. Yet it has 

been problematic to research and write about my culture while maintaining an ability to 

remove myself, and my inherited assumptions, from the group's politics. Even my most 

strident attempts at being detatched from these presumptions are still colored by this 

political baggage. I have attempted to draw this 'tint" out of the work by inviting other 

folklorists-Andrew Bay, Mikel Koven, Michael Robidoux-to view and experience aspects 
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of rock crawling activities along with myself. Conversations with these scholars about what 

we observed has helped me to view rock crawling culture from different vantage points. 

Conversations with thesis readers and editors has also added new and differing 

perpectives. Of course, these scholars still have limited influence upon the tone and 

content of the previous pages, which are ultimately the product of my mind. As such. 

readers must remember that my perspectives concerning rock crawling culture cannot help 

but flow from a vantage From within the group. 

In conclusion, the previous chapters ostensibly cover the traditional gestalts of the 

physical environment which comprise Rock Crawlers' notions of the outback. Discussions 

have considered the creative and social traditions revealing these beliefs. Yet, a deeper 

conceptual thread than the topics of the preceding six chapters binds this work together: 

the traditions each chapter studies mandate actions. Because of their beliefs concerning 

the character, values, and benefits, associated with the back country, Rock Crawlers' 

performances, whether self conscious or otherwise, are bound by traditions of 

appropriateness and responsibility. On an immediate level, this discussion helps readers 

understand the Rock Crawling community, a frequently misunderstood group. However, 

I hope readers grasp this work on a broader and more transcendent level. This is that 

regionally-based7 communities operate through dynamics arising from within grwp-centered 

perceptual canons concerning the environment and locations in which they exist. These 

traditional environmental notions affect, and are revealed through, the creative and social 

traditions of all group members. 

' I work from the belief that region can apply to an area as diminutive as a neighborhood, 
or as expansive as the boundaries of a nation. 
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Air Compressor: Many 4x4s now have air compressors installed under their 
hood so that owners can fill their tires following a trail ride. 
Some rigs can even run air toots with these compressors. ARB 
*Air Lockers" are activated via air provided by 'on-board" 
compressors. 

Air down: Off-roaders let the air out of their tires before driving off-mad. 
This not only increases traction but can extend the life of one's 
tires. With less air, tires are less likely to bounce and skip on 
sharp rocks. Less air also provides a softer, smoother ride. 
Most Rock Crawlers air down to: 5-18 Ibs. on front tires, and 3- 
15 Ibs. on rear tires. However, some drivers go lower. 
Samurai owners have been known to drop to 3 Ibs. in the front 
and 1 Ib. (or less) in the rear. Tire sue, tire construction (bias- 
ply or radial), and vehicle weight all affect these pressure 
combinations. More air is almost always used on the front tires 
to compensate for the engine's weight. (figs: 5.3. 5.4) 

Air Locker: A loclkerthat is actuated via compressed air. This system can 
be turned on and off. When the unit is off the axle performs 
like it did in its stock configuration. When the unit is engaged- 
via a toggle switch within the 4x4-the axle is locked d id ,  there 
is no differentiation. 

B.L.M.: Bureau of Land Management. The government agency 
charged with managing and protecting publicly held lands. 

Body Panel: The t e n  body panel usually refers to the 4x4s fender panels. 
Rocker Panels (rockers) are also occasionally referred to in this 
way- 

Bottom Out: (1)When a vehide scrapes its undercarriage on trail obstacles. 
(2) When a vehide's suspension fully compresses, resulting in 
full contact with the bumpstops or the shock absorbers. 
Usually the 4x4 will 'heave" up and down violently in such 
instances. 
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Bullet Proof: 

Chicken Route: 

Clearance: 

Daily Driver: 

Dana 44: 

Dana 60: 

Detroit: 

Detroit Locke~ 

Drive Shaft: 

Fiberglass Body: 

A part (or 4x4) that is built so strongly or so well that it will not 
break while off-road. People now also say 'Bomb proof. " 

A trail spur that circumvents a difficutt obstacle. There is no 
shame in using a chicken route because even the best drivers 
occasionally have bad days. 

The amount of unobstructed space under a vehicle. High 
clearance is necessary to avoid scraping obstacles. 

A rig that is also a primary source of transportation in the work- 
a-day world. 

Axles used on Chevy, Dodge, and Ford % ton and lightduty 
3/4 ton trucks. Usually they come from the factory as front 
axles. Jeep is currently using these on the rear of their Grand 
Cherokees and TJ Wranglers. This addition to the Jeeps is 
due to input into design from the Rack Crawling community. 
Many Rock Crawlers replace stock axles-front and/or rear- 
with the Dana 44. It is perhaps the most versatile and widely 
used replacement axle. 

A heavy duty axle utilized by Chevy, Dodge, and Ford on 3/4 
and one-ton trucks. (They occasionally appear on old model 
Jeep pick-up trucks.) This is one of the most indestructible-or 
bullet-proof- axles made. This axle is currently becoming more 
widely used to replace less beew stock axles on many rock 
crawlers. While not used as extensively as the Dana 44, it is 
gaining popularity. 

Shortened form for Detroit Locker. 

Another name for the 'No Slip" differential. This traction-aiding 
device (or Locker) provides full-power to both wheels on an 
axle. (Factory diffbrentials provide power to only one axle.) 
This locker is automatic, that is, it works continuously. 

part of the drive train, they extend from the transfer case, to 
the front and rear axles, carrying power from the engine. (fig: 
4.7) 

A replaoement vehide body that is constructed of resilient and 
rwt-impervious fiberglass. They are also considerably lighter 
than the factory steel units. 
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Fin: Tall and narrow sandstone formations common to southern 
Utah desertscapes. They literally resemble a shark or dolphin 
fin which seems to protrude from the desert floor. Some of 
these can actually be traversed in a vehicle. (fig: G.1) 

FIG: C. 1 Sandstone 6 . n ~  heave fiwn the desert flwr. 

Firewall: The section of a vehicle's body which separates the engine 
compartment from the interior (passenger compartment) of the 
vehicle. 

G.P.S.: Global Positioning System. Using at least three orbiting 
satellites to triangulate position, these units can instantly locate 
a driver anywhere on Earth to within 50 feet. 

Grenade: The catastrophic failure of a costly or important part; see also: 
Scatter. 

High Center: Refers to a vehicle's undercarriage becoming lodged on an 
obstade. When this occurs at least one tire becomes air-borne 
or loses traction. In many instances two or more tires will lose 
contact with the trail. To dislodge the rig people must push, 
winch, use a jack or trail debris to lift it off the obstacle. 
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H ig h-Lift Jack: 

Hold-Back: 

Hubs: 

Line: 

Locked-Up: 

Locker: 

Lock Hubs: 

Lock-Right Locker: 

Nerf Bars: 

A special extended jack for off-road use. These are very tall, 
more than 4 feet, for 'iiftedW vehicles with tall tires. Uneven 
terrain also necessitates jacks that are bigger than factory- 

The ability for gearing and engine compression to slow a 
vehicle rather than the brakes. 

These are the actuators at the ends of the fmnt axle that 
engage the axle for 4-wheel drive use. Most are engaged with 
a simple twist of the hand. (fig: G.2) 

The spat paths taken over the terrain. Ideal lines are those 
bringing one's vehicle into harmony with the terrain's 
irregularities, rather than continuously fighting against them. 

Any vehide having at least one Locker- Vehicles can be 
referred to as "locked up front and rear," specifically meaning 
that both axles have lockers. 

Traction aiding devices that replace the stock differential and 
provide equal power to each wheel on an axle. These are a 
must, not an option, for driving on many tough trails. Some 
lockers, like Detroit Lockers and Lock-Rights, work 
continuously. Other units, like the ARB 'Air Locker" can be 
turned on and off. 

To manually engage one's front axe for 4-wheel drive use. 
Most vehicles must be engaged manually with twist knobs at 
the axle ends. Some newer vehicles have systems that can be 
actuated electronically from inside the vehicle-but these are 
not usually strong or reliable enough for heavy usage. Axles 
that do not have hubs are usually discarded for ones that do. 
(fig: G.2) 

This locking differential operates similar to the Detmit Locker- 
Like other locking differentials, it divides power evenly between 
the two wheels on the axle in which it is installed. Although not 
as tough as the Detmit, it has nevertheless been proven 
reliable on outback trails. 

Tubular bars that extend out from the vehicle frame between 
the wheels and under the doors. These protect Rocker Panels 
from obstacles along the trail. (figs: 4.14. 4.20, 5.15, 6.18) 
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FIG: C.2 On this l- the hub extends &om the axle-end through the center of tbe wheel. 

Nine inch: Shortened form for Ford's Nine Inch Axle. A heavy duty rear 
axle used on Ford % ton trucks and sport utility vehicles. Their 
'modular" design makes them easy to work on and modify. 
Rock Crawlers now alter these units for use as front axles. 
The Nine Inch is widely respected as one of the toughest axles 
available. 

Overdrive: Overdrive units, such as the Ranger, work much like a Torque 
Spliffer. But instead of lowering gearing, overdrives raise it. 

Overhang: The amount of vehicle extending past the front or rear wheels. 
The less vehicle extending, the better the approach or 
departure angle- (fig: 4.15) 

Posi-Traction: Chevrolet's name for their limited slip differential configuration. 
Most Rock Crawlers, however, call all limited slip units Posi- 
Traction (or Posis for short). Unlike lockers, limited slips 
proportion power to the wheels on an axle. For instance, 
where a locker would provide full power to the two wheels on 
an axle, a limited slip might provide 60140, 70130, or even 
80/20. Limited slips' proportioning ability puts less stress on 
axles than lockers. Although this configuration often works 
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Reverse Cut: 

better on the street than many lockers, the proportioning effect 
provides greater power to air-bound tires than those on the 
ground. Also, limited slips are driven by clutches rather than 
gears, this means they routinely wear out where lockers do not. 

Reverse cut axles are units that have been turned upside down 
so that the drive line enters them from the top rather than the 
bottom. To work properly, the axles must have gears that are 
cut backwards. This 'reverse cuf allows the 4x4 to go forward, 
rather than backwards, when the driver wants to go forward. 
Reverse cut axles provide two benefits: (1) raise drive lines 
higher from the ground (2) ease acute drive line angles. (fig: 
3.9) 

Rocker Panel: The Body Panel under the vehide doors spanning the distance 
between front and rear tires. 

Sand-Hill Climber: Special 4x4s built for climbing steep sand dunes or hills at 
extreme speeds. Often these rigs are built for racing. A 
specific community centers around this form of off-roading. 

Scatter: Known also as 'grenading." This means to shatter or break 
something on a rig. Under rugged conditions when some parts 
(hubs, axle shafts, differentials) break, they do literally fly apart 
as if they have exploded. 

Slick Rock: 

Spotter: 

The name given to the smooth orange, red. beige, and yellow 
sandstone of the southern Utah desert- Despite what its name 
seems to imply, this stone gives better traction than the 
pavement on city streets. It is nrmoured that slick rock got its 
name from cowboys. When they attempted to ride their horses 
over it, the steel horseshoes could not get traction on the 
smooth stone--hence the name. (figs: 2.5, 3- 13.6.1 7 )  

Those individuals standing at the trail's edge who guide drivers 
through difficult obstacles. These individuals are usually the 
trail leader, well known drivers, or trusted friends of the driver 
attempting the obstacle. Spotters use hand signals and vocal 
commands to guide drivers. 

Suspension Lift: Known as 'lift kits," these are used to raise the height of a 
vehicle. Softer, flexier, springs are regularly used so as to 
improve OR-road performance. 
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Sway Bar 
Disconnects: Rigid rods that attach from a vehicle's frame to its axle and/or 

suspension comportentry. The purpose of a sway bar is to limit 
body-roll, or the body swaying, as the vehicle comers. Sway 
bars work well for the street, but they hamper wheel travel 
because they work by fighting suspension movement. 
Restricted suspension travel is an undesirable trait off-road. 
Some Rodc Crawlers take their sway bars off and suffer with 
lack-luster road performance. Others use "quick disconnectsn 
which allow the sway bars to be unhooked for enhanced off- 
road performance, and reattached for excellent street 
performance: they provide the best of both worlds. (fig: 5.23) 

Torque splitter: A device installed between the engine and transmission or 
transmission and transfer case. These devices provide 
additional gearing for one's vehicle. Some units offer the 
possibility of an additional 30% gear reduction below that 
offered by factory gearing. Toque splitters also offer a greater 
range of gear choices. Some vehicles with torque splitters 
boast 16 forward gears and 4 reverse gear combinations. 

Tie-Rod Ends: The linkages that hold all the steering in unison. Tie-rod ends 
are the links that connect tie rods to each other. 

Transfer Case: The 't-case" sits behind the transmission and is responsible for 
routing outgoing power to the front and rear axles. Most t- 
cases have 4-high, which does not change the gear ratio, and 
4-wheel low, which significantly reduces the gear ratio to the 
axles. (fig: 4.7) 

U-Bolts 8 Mounts: U-bolts hold the spring to the axle. They are 'U" shaped and 
extend from the mount, that seats the spring, around the axle 
and back to the mount on the other side of the spring. 

Wheel Travel: The cycling ability of a suspension. A suspension that only 
provides 4 inches up and down tire movement does not have 
as much travel as one that allows a tire to move 15 inches. 
(figs: 1.25. 3.6. 3.7, 4.36. 5.21) 

Winch: Powered electrically, hydraulically, or by power take-offs from 
the transmission or transfer case, these units are used to pull 
vehicles from dangerous or stuck positions off-road. They can 
be mounted on the front or rear of a vehicle. (figs: 3.5. 4.37) 



Abbey, Edward. "Even the Bad Guys Wear White Hats: Cowboys, Ranchers. 
and the Ruin of the West." Harper's. Jan. (1 986): 51-55. 

Abraham, Roger. &An American Vocabulary of Celebrations." Time Out of 
Time: Essays on the Festival- Ed. Alessandro Falassi. Albuquerque: U of 
New Mexico P, 1 987. (1 73-83). 

Albright, Del. 'Blue Ribbon Coalition: Four-Wheeling and Multiple Use for the 
Future." +Wheel Drive & Sporf Utility Magazine. Sept. (1 997): 13-1 5. 

Alexander, Christopher. A Pattern Language. New York: Oxford UP, 1977- 

Allen, Barbara. "The Genealogical Landscape and the Southern Sense of Place." 
Sense of Place: American Regional CuEtums. Eds. Barbara Allen and 
Thomas J. Schlereth. Lexington: UP of Kentucky, 1990. (1 52-63). 

Allen. Jim. 'Red Rock Rambling: The 31st Annual Easter Jeep Safari." Four 
Wheeler. July (1 997): 64-70. 

Ames, Kenneth L. 'Material Culture as Non Verbal Communication: A Historical 
Case Study." Journal of American Culture 3 (1 980): 61 941. 

- - "Meaning in Artifacts: Hall Furnishings in Victorian America." Common 
Places: Readings in American Vernacular Architecture. Eds. Dell Upton 
and John Michael Vlach. Athens: U of Georgia P,  24060. 

Appleton, Jay. The Symbolism of Habitat: An Interpretation of Landscape in the 
Arts. Seattle: U of Washington P, 1990. 

- . The Experience of Landscape: Revised Edlion. New York: Wiley, 1996. 

Aquila, Richard. 'Introduction: The Pop Culture West." Wanted Dead or Alive: 
The American West in Popular CuRure. Ed. Richard Aquila. Chicago: U 
of Illinois P, 1996. (1-16). 

Austin, Mary. Land of Journey's Ending. New York: AMS P, 1 924. 



Works Cited ' 479 

Baldwin, Nicholas. The Quiet Revolution: The Grass Roots of Today's 
Wilderness Preservation Movement. Boulder: Pruett P,  1 972. 

Bale, John. Landscapes of Modem Sport. New Yotk: Leicester UP, 1994. 

Bartuska, Tom J. 'The Fitness Test: Building as A Response to Human- 
Environmental Factors. " The Built En vimnment: A Creative Inquity into 
Design & Planning. Eds- Tom J .  Bartuska and Gerald L. Young. Menlo 
Park: Crisp PI 1994. (1 57-71). 

Basso, Keith H. "'Speaking with Names': Language and landscape Among the 
Western Apache. " CuRural Anthropology 3.2 ( 1  988): 99- 1 30. 

- . "Stalking with Stories': Names. Places, and Moral Narratives Among the 
Western Apache. " Text, Play and Story: The Construction and 
Reconstruction of Self and Society. Ed. Stuart Plattner. Washington : 
American Ethnological Society, 1983. (1 9-55). 

- . "Wisdom Sits in Places: Notes on A Western Apache Landscape." Senses 
of Place. Eds. Steven Feld & Keith H. Basso. Santa Fe: School of 
American Research P, 1 996. (53-90). 

Bat chelor, Ray. Henty Ford: Mass Pmduction, Modernism and Design. New 
York: Manchester UP, 1994. 

Bateson, Gregory. Steps to An Ecology of Mind. New Yo*: Ballantine, 1972. 

Baudrillard, Jean. The System of Objecfs. New York: Verso, 1996. 

Ba u man , Richard. 'Play. " Folklore, Cultural Petfonnances, and Popular 
Entertainments: A Communications Centered Handbook. Ed. Richard 
Bauman. New York: Oxford UP, 1992. (60-6). 

Belt, Susan, and Margaret Davis. 'Tent-Flaps with a Mew: 30 of the Best 
Campsites in America. " Outside. Apr. 1 990: (85- 1 04). 

Bernstein, Basil. 'Sea-al Class, Speech Systems and Psycho-Therapy. " Brifsh 
Journal of SocioIogy- 1 5 (1 964): 54-64. 

Biesty, Patrick. 'Caillois Revisited: A Developmental Classification of Games." 
Meaninwl Play, Plalayfvl Meaning. Ed.  Gary Alan Fine. Champaign: 
Human Kinetics Publishers, 1987. (3-16). 



Works Cited ' 480 

Billington, Ray Allen. 'The Plains and Deserts Through European Eyes-" 
Western Historical Quarterfy 1 0 (Oct. 1 979): 467, 486. 

Bird, Michael. 'Doukhobor Folk and Decorative Arts." Canadian Folklore 
canadien 4- 1 -2 (1 982): 43-66. 

Birrell, Susan. "Sport as Ritual: Interpretations from Durkheim to Goffman." 
Social Forces 60 (1 981): 354-76. 

Blaustein, Richard. 'Rethinking Folk Revivalism: Grass-Roots Preservationism 
and Folk Romanticism. " Transforming Tradition: Folk Music Revivals 
Examined. Ed. Neil V. Rosenberg. Chicago: U of lllinios P, 1993. (258- 
274). 

Bloodworth, William. 'Writers of the Purple Sage: Novelists and the American 
West." Wanted Dead or Alive: The Amedcan West in Popular Culture. 
Ed.  Richard Aquila. Chicago: U of Illinois P, 1996. (43-68). 

Borland, Katherine, and Jennifer Livesay. 'Folk Speech." The Emergence of 
Folklore in Everyday l*: A Fieldguide and Sourcebook. Ed. George H. 
Schoemaker. Bfoomington: Trickster P, 1 990. (37-50). 

Brady, Erika. "'The River's Like Our Back Yard': Tourism and Cultural Identity in 
the Ozark National Scenic Riverways." Conserving Culture: A New 
Discourse on Heritage. Ed. Mary Hufford. Chicago: U of Illinois P, 1994. 
(1 38-51}. 

Brennan, Brian C. 'The Forgotten Thoroughbred." 4x4 Mechanix: The How-To 
Magazine for Off-Road Enthusiasts. Sept. 1996: (3846). 

Brig g s. Charles L. Competence In Pedbmance: The Creativity of Tradition in 
Mexiwno Vefbal Art. Philadelphia: U of Pennsylvania P, 1988. 

Brown, Carolyn S. The Tall Tale in American Folklore and Literature. Knoxville: 
U of Tennessee P, 1987. 

Brunvand, Jan. The Study of American Folklore: An Introduction. New York: 
Norton, 1 986. 

Caillois, Roger. Man, Play, and Games. New York: Free P, 1 96 1. 

Canadian Parks: Re-imagining the Land-Forever Wild? Writ. Amanda 
McConnell. The Nature of Things. Narr. David Suzuki. Prod. and Dir. 
Caroline Underwood- CBC TV, St. John's. 8 Feb. 1996. 



Works Cited ' 481 

Carper, Kenneth L. 'Building as A Response to Technological and Creative 
Processes. " The Built Environment: A Creative Inquiry into Design 6 
Planning. Eds. Tom J .  Bartuska and Gerald L. Young. Menlo Park: Crisp 
P, 1994. (173-80). 

Casey, Edward S. 'How to Get from Space to Place in A Fairly Short Period of 
Time: Phenomenological Prolegomena." Senses of Place. Eds. Steven 
Feld & Keith H. Basso. Santa Fe: School of American Research P, 1996. 
( 1 3-52). 

Cole, Steve. 'Controlling the 'Rock and Roll." Sportsman's Off-The-Road 
Journal. Fall 1995: (6-9). 

Cook, Nancy S. 'Investment in Place: McGuane in Montana." Old West-New 
West: Centennial Essays. Ed. Barbara Howard Meldrum. Moscow: U of 
Idaho PI 1993. (21 3-29). 

Creamer, Robert W. 'Scorecard." Sparts Illustrated. July 1 7 1 972: (1 0-1 1 ). 

Cronon William. Changes to the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of 
New England. New York: Hill & Wang. 1983. 

Crow, James T. and Spencer Murray. OR-Reader's Handbook How to Go Fun- 
Tmcking with Two- or Four- Wheel Drive. Los Angeles: HP Books. 1 986. 

Csikszentmihalyi, Mihaly. 'Why We Need Things." History from Things: Essays 
on Material Culture. Eds. Steven Lubar and W. David Kingery. 
Washington: Smithsonian Institution P, 1993. (20-9). 

DeLong . Brad. #-Wheel Fmedom: The Ad of Off-Road Driving. Boulder: 
Paladin, 1996. 

- - "Rock Crawling: Safe Operation of 4-Wheel-Drive Vehicles Off Road." 
American Survival Guide. June 1 997: (48-68). 

Douglas, Mary. Rules and Meanings: The Anthropology of Everyday Knowledge. 
Middlesex: Penguin, 1 973. 

Downs, Roger M. and David Stea. Maps in Minds: Reflections on Cognitive 
Mapping. New Yo*: Harper and Row, 1977. 

Drewal . Margaret Thompson. Yoruba Ritual: Performers, Play, Agency. 
Blwmington: Indiana UP, 1992. 



Works Cited ' 482 

Driver, Tom F. The Magic of Ritual: Our Need for Liberating Rites that Tansfom 
Our Lives & Our Communities. San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 
1991. 

Dunk, Thomas W. It's A Working Man's Town: Mak Working-Class Culturn in 
Northwestern Ontario. Montreal: McGill-Queen's UP, 1991. 

Edgeriy. Bruce. 'Training Alaska Style with Tommy Moe. " Paddler: America 3 
No. 7 Canoeing, Kayaking, and Ratting Magazine. Oct. (1 994): 81 -88. 

Enemaerke, Jan. "The New Breed." Editorial. 4 Wheel Dn've & Sport UtiIrty 
Magazine. Jan. 1996: (10-12). 

Farnes, John 0. 'Its A Legacy" Editorial. 4 Wheel Drive 6 Sport Utility 
Magazine. Mar. 1 997: (82-3). 

Fan, Cecilia Konchar, and Phillip A. Snyder. 'From Walden Pond to the Great 
Salt Lake: Embiography and Engendered Species Acts in Waiden and 
Refuge." Tending the Garden: Essays on Mormon Literature. Eds. Lavina 
Fielding Anderson and Eugene England. Salt Lake City: Signature, 1996. 
(197-21 1). 

Farquhar, John O., Bill Holder. and Gary Wescott. Four Wheeling: Conquering 
the Ofhoad Wodd. London: Bison Books, 1994. 

Foreman , Dave. Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching. Tucson: 
Earth First!, 1985- 

Four Wheeler Staff. 'Symmore Creek Clean-Up." Four Whseler. July 1997: 
(48)- 

Four Wheeling in Utah. Writ- Reece Stein. Channel 4 News. Nan. Reece Stein. 
KUTV, Salt Lake City, (?) 1994. 

Francavig lia, Richard V. The Mormon Landscape: Existence, Creatlbn, and 
Perception of A Unique Image in the American West. New York: AMS P, 
1978. 

Frei burger, David. "Thrill Seekers: Moab's Best Obstacles." Petersen's 4 Wheel 
& Off-Road. July 1 997: (36-46). 

Frome, Michael. Battle for the WIdemess. Salt Lake Cw: U of Utah P, 1997. 



Works Cited * 483 

Fryatt, Nigel, and Graham Scott. Four Wheel Drive: Off Road, Off Limits. 
London: New Burlington, 1995. 

Geertz, Clifford- 'Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight." Daedalus 101 
(1 972): 1-37. 

- "Ethos, World-View and the Analysis of Sacred Symbols." Every Man His 
Way. Ed. Alan Dundes. New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1968. 

Gerbrand, Adrian. 'The Concept of Style in Non-Western Art." Tradition and 
Creativrty in Tribal Art. Berkeley: U of California P, 1 969. (58-70). 

Glassie, Henry. 'Eighteenth-Century Cultural Process in Delaware Valley Folk 
Building. " Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular 
Archjtecfure. Eds. Dell Upton and John Michael Vlach. Athens: U of 
Georgia P, 1 986. (394-425). 

-- . "Folk Art. " Folklore and Folklife: An lntmduction. Ed.  Richard M. Dorson. 
Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1972. (253-80). 

- - Folk Housing in Midde Virginia: A Stmctuml Analysis of Histork Objects. 
Knoxville: U of Tennessee P. 1 975. 

- . "Structure and Function, Folklore and the Artifact." Semiotics 7 (1 973): 313- 
51. 

- . "Studying Material Cutture Today." Living in a Material Wodd: Canadian and 
American Appmaches to Mafenal Culture. Ed. Gerald L. Pocius. Social 
and Economic Papers 19. St. John's: Institute of Social and Economic 
Research Memorial University of Newfoundland, 1 991. (253-66). 

- - 'The Variation of Concepts Wahin Tradition: Barn Building in Otesego 
County, New York." Geoscience and Man 5 (June 10, 1974): 177-235. 

Gottmann, Allen. From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modem Sports. New 
York: Columbia UP, 1978. 

Griffith, Fames S. A Shared Space: Folkla in the Arizona-Sonora Borderlands. 
Logan: Utah State UP, 1995. 

Hawkes, Terence. Stnrcturalism and Semiotics. Berkeley: U of California P, 
1977. 



Works Cited * 484 

Herman, Bernard t. 'The Architectural and Social Topography of Early- 
Eig hteenth-Century Portsmouth, New Hampshire." Gender, Class, and 
Shelter: Perspecfives in Vernacular Architecture, V. Eds. Elizabeth Collins 
Cromley and Carter L. Hudgins. Knoxville: U of Tennessee P, 1995. 
(225-242) - 

- - 'Multiple Materials, Multiple Meanings: The Fortunes of Thomas 
Mendenhall." Wintedhur PoRfolio 19 (1 984): 67-86. 

Horse Capture, George P. Pow Wow. Cody: Buffalo Bill Historical Center. 1989. 

Howell, Phif. 'A Day in the Life of A Trail Leader." 4 Wheel DHve & Spofi Utility 
Magazine. May 1994: (52-59). 

- . 'Arizona Tough: Four-Wheeling With R Club." 4 Wheel Drive & Sport Utilrty 
Magazine. Aug. 1 997: (52-8). 

- - '4 Word.' Editorial. 4 Wheel Drive 8 Sport Utility Magazine. June 1995: (6- 
7) - 

- . 'Las Cruces '97: Southwest Four Wheel Drive -ation Does It Again." 4 
Wheel Drive & Sport Utility Magazine. July: (1997): 48-54. 

Hubka. Thomas. 'Just Folks Designing: Vernacular Designers and the 
Generation of Form. " Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular 
Architecture. Eds. Dell Upton and John Michael Vlach. Athens: U of 
Georgia P, 1986. (426-32). 

Huegel, Tony. Editorial. 'Exploring is Fun." 4 Wheel Drive & Sport Utility 
Magazine. Dec. 1996: (1 6, 9 1 ). 

- . "Trail of History: Following the Tracks of the Pony Express." 4 Wheel Drive 
& Sport Utility Magazine. Sept. 1 997: (80-7). 

H ufford . Mary T. Chaseworld: F oxhunting and Storytelling in New Jersey's Pine 
Barrens. Philadelphia: U of Pennsylvania P, 1992. 

- . "Culture and the Cultivation of Nature: The Pinelands National Reserve." 
Folklife Annual 1985. Eds. Alan Jabbour and James Hardin. Washington 
D. C. : American Folklife Center. Library of Congress, 1 985. 



Works Cited ' 485 

- - "One Reason God Made Trees': The Form and Ecology of the Bamegat 
Bay Sneakbox." Sense of Place: American Regional CuRures. Ed. 
Barbara Allen and Thomas J. Schlereth. Lexington: UP of Kentucky. 
1990. (40-57). 

- . One Space. Many Places: Folklife and Land Use in New Jersey's Pinelands 
National Resewe. Washington. D.C.: American Fol klife Center, Library of 
Congress, 1986. 

Hughes, Linda A 'Children's Games and Gaming." Children's Folk/oa: A 
Soune Book. Eds. Brian Sutton-Smith. Jay Mechling, Thomas W. 
Johnson, and Felicia R. McMahon. New York: Garland. 1995. (93-1 19). 

Huizinga. Johan. Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play Element in Culture. Boston: 
Beacon P. 1955. 

H yrnes, Dell. 'The Ethnography of Speaking." Anthropology and Human 
Behavior. Eds. Thomas Gladwin and William C. Sturtevant. Washington: 
Anthropological Society of Washington, 1962. (1 3-53). 

Jackson. John Brinckerhoff. Discovering the Vernacular Landscape. New 
Haven: Yale UP, 1984. 

Jenkins, Alan. ' Editorial. " United's Voice: The Newsletter of the United Four 
Wheel Drive Associations. Inc. Feb. 1 997: (9). 

Jenkins, David. ' Nofichucky Recommended for Wild and Scenic. " Paddler 
America's No. I canoeing. Kayaking, and ratting Magazine. Oct. (1994): 
38. 

Jones. Michael Owen. CreRsman of the Cumberlands: Tradition and Creativrty. 
Lexington: UP of Kentucky. 1989. 

- - 'L.A. Add-ons and Re-dos: Renovation in Folk Art and Architectural Design." 
In Pempectives on American Folk Art. Eds. Ian M.G. Quimby and Scott T. 
Swank. New York: Norton, 1980. (325-63). 

- . 'Why Take A Behavioral Approach to Folk Objects?" History From Objects: 
Essays on Material Culture. Eds. Steven Lubar and W. David Kingerly. 
Washington: Smithsonian Institution P, 1993. (1 82-95). 

Jones, Suzi. ' Regionatization: A Rhetorical Strategy." Journal of the Folk/ore 
hstitute 1 3 ( 1  976): 1 05- 1 20. 



Works Cited ' 486 

Kahn, Miriam. "Your Place and Mine: Sharing Emotional Landscapes in Wamira, 
Papua New Guinea." Senses of Place. Eds. Steven Feld & Keith H. 
Basso. Santa Fe: School of American Research P, 1996. (167-96). 

Kno bloch, Frieda. The Culture of Wilderness: AgricuCture as Colonization in the 
American West. Chapel Hill: U of North Carolina P, 1996. 

Koni k. Michael. 'The Em-Challenger. " Profiles: The Magazine of Continental 
Airiines. Dec. 1 995: (394 1 ). 

Layton. Edwin. 'Style and Engineering Design." Bridge to the Future: A 
Centennial Celebration of the Brooklyn Bridge. Eds. Margaret Latimer, 
Brooke Hindle, & Melvin Kranzberg. New York: Academy of Sciences. 
1984. (1 73-81). 

Levi-Strauss, Claude. The Savage Mind. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1966. 

-- . Tristes Tmpiques. New York: Atheneum, 1 974. 

Lig htfoot. William E. 'Regional Fol kloristics. " Handbook of American Folklore. 
Ed. Richard M. Dorson. Blwmington: Indiana UP, 1 986. (1 83-93). 

Low, Setha M. "Cultural Conservation of Place." Consewing Cuhre: A New 
Discourse on Hedage. Ed. Mary Hufbrd. Chicago: U of lllinios P, 1994. 
(66-77). 

Lowenthal, David. The Past is a Fomign Country. New York: Cambridge UP, 
1985. 

Lubar, Steven. 'Machine Politics: The Political Construction of Technological 
Artifacts." History from Objects: Essays on Material Culture. Eds. Steven 
Lubar and W. David Kingerly. Washington: Smithsonian Institution P, 
1993. 

MacKinnon, Richard. 'House Movings and Alterations: Stability and Change in 
the Codroy Valley Landscape." Canadian Folklore canadien 17 (1 995): 3 1 - 
50. 

Malmberg, J.E. 'Jeep Jamboree 1995: The Neophyte Update." 4 Wheel Drive d 
Sport Utility Magazine. Sept. 1 995: (20-22). 

Ma=, Leo. The Machine in the Garden: Technology and the Pastotal Meal in 
America. New York: Oxford UP. 1964. 



Works Cited ' 487 

- . 'Pastoralism in Amenka. " Ideology and Classic American Literature. Eds. 
Sacvan Berwvitch and Myra Jehlen. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1 986. 
(36-69). 

McCarl. Robert S. "The Communication of Work Technique." Culture & Tradition 
3 (1978): 108-1 16. 

-- . "Occupational Folklore." Folk Groups and Folklore Genres: An Introduction. 
Ed. Elliott Oring. Logan: Utah State UP, 1993. (71-89). 

- . "The Production Welder: Product, Process and the Industrial Craftsman." 
New York Folklore Quarterly 30 (1 974): 243-253. 

McGee, Trenton. 'Learning to Crawl: How to 'Wheel A Stocker." 4x4 Power- 
Aug. 1997: (38-41). 

Mchenry, Stewart G. Eighteenth-Century Field Patterns as Vemacular Art." 
Common Places: Readings in American Vemacular Architecture. Eds. 
Dell Upton & John Michael Vlach. Athens: U of Georgia P,  1 986. (1 07- 
23). 

Memtt, Allen. and Park Owens. 'Dakota Territory Challenge: Bladc Hills Rock 
Surfing." 4 Wheel Drive & Sport Utilrty Magazine. Jan. 1996: (3645). 

Metcalf, Eugene W. 'Artifacts and Cultural Meaning: The Ritual of Collecting 
American Folk Art." Living in a Material World: Canadian and American 
Approaches to Material C u h .  Ed. Gerald L. Pocius. Social and 
Economic Papers 19. St. John's: Institute of Social and Economic 
Research Memorial University of Newfoundland, 1991. (1 99-207). 

Meusling, Linda. 'United's Rubicon Trek-How Can the Best be Surpassed?" 
United's Voice: The Voice of Four-Weelers Everywhere. Nov. -Jan. 1 994: 
(61 19)- 

Miracle. Andrew W. 'Play." FolkIote, Cutural Perfomances, and Popular 
Entertainments: A Communications Centered Handbook. Ed. Richard 
Bauman. New Yo*: Oxford UP, 1992. (60-6). 

Moore, William D. "The Masonic Lodge Room, 1870-1 930: A Sacred Space of 
Masculine Spiritual Hierarchy." Gender, Class, and Shelter: Pempectives 
in Vernacular Amhitecture, V. Eds. Elizabeth Collins Cromley and Carter 
L. Hudgins. Knoxville: U of Tennessee PI 1995. (26-39). 



Works Cited ' 488 

Mueller, Jo. 'I Brake for Art Cars: A First Look at Decorated Cars in Seattle." 
Northwest Folklore 8 (Fall, 1 989): 1 0-37. 

Myerhoff, Barbara. "The Transformation of Consciousness in Ritual 
Performances: Some Thoughts and Questions." By Means of 
Performance: IntercuItural Studies of Theatre and Ritual. Eds. Richard 
Schechner and Wila Appel. New York: Cambridge UP, 1 991. (245-249)- 

Narvaez, Peter. 'Living Blues Journal: The Paradoxical Aesthetics of the Blues 
Revival. " Transforming Tradition: Folk Music Revivals Examined. Ed. Neil 
V .  Rosenberg. Chicago: U of Illinois P, 1993. (241-57). 

Nash,  Roderick. Wilderness and the American Mind. New Haven: Yale UP, 
1982. 

National Park Service. 'Cryptobiotic Soil Crust." Pamphlet. Moab. 

No bert, John. 'Black Hills Gold. " United's Voice: The Official Publication of the 
United Four-Wheel Drive Association. Fall 1995: (8-1 1 ). 

Nylund, Jimmy. 'Trail Etiquette for the '90's: How to Have Fun in the Long Run." 
Four Wheeler. Apr. 1994: (1 02-35). 

O'Brien. Sheila Ruzycki. 'Housekeeping: New West Novel. Old West Film." Old 
West-New West Centennial Essays. Ed. Barbara Howard Meldrum. 
Moscow: U of Idaho P, 1993. (1 73-83). 

Peterson, Elizabeth. 'American Sports and Folklore. " Handbook of American 
Folklore. Ed. Richard M. Dorson. Bloomington, Indiana UP, 1986. (257- 
64). 

Pet u Ila , Joseph M. American Envimnmenfalism: Values, Tactics, Priorities. 
College Station: Texas A&M UP, 1980. 

Pewe. Rick. 'Moab. 30th Jeep Safari: It Was A Full Size Attack." Petersen's 4 
Wheel & Off-Road. Aug. 1996: (78-84). 

Philips, Alan. 'Nasty '41 : This Willy's MB Likes to Get Dirty.' 4 Wheel Drive & 
Sport Utilify Magazine. Nov. 1 993 : (48-5 1 ) . 

Pierson, George W. 'The Obstinate Concept of New England: A Study in 
Denudation." New England Quadedy 28 (1 955): 12. 



Works Cited * 489 

Pietschmann, Harold. 'Spring Flop: FJ40 Spring Over with Shackle Reversal. " 4 
Wheel Drive & Sport Utility Magazine. Sept. 1 997: (44-50). 

Pocius, Gerald. 'Art." Joumal of American Folklore 108 (Fall 1 995): 41 3-43 1. 

-- A Place to Belong: Community Order and Everyday Space in CalveR, 
Newfoundland. Montreal: McGill-Queen's UP,  1 99 1. 

- . "Hooked Rugs in Newfoundland: The Representation of Social Structure in 
Design." Journal of American Folklore 92: 365 (1 979): 273-84. 

Pouisen. Richard C. The Pure Experience of Order Essays on the Symbolic in 
the Folk Material Culture of Western America. Albuquerque: U of New 
Mexiw P, 1982- 

Prown, Jules David. 'Mind in Matter: An Introduction to Material Culture Theory 
and Method. " Winterfhur PoMblio 1 7 (1 982): 1 - 1 9. 

- - "On the Art in Artifacts." Living in A Material WorM: Canadian and American 
Approaches to Material Culture. Ed. Gerald L. Pocius. Social and 
Economic Papers 19. St. John's: Institute of Social and Economic 
Research Memorial University of Newfoundland. 1 99 1 . (1 44-55). 

- . 'The Truth of Material Culture: History or Fiction?" History from Things: 
Essays on Material Cufiure. Eds. Steven Lubar and W. David Kingedy. 
Washington: Smithsonian Institution P, 1993. (1 -1 9). 

Pye. David. The Nature of Design. New York: Reinhold. 1 964. 

-- . The Nature of Design. New York: Reinhold, 1967. 

- . The Nature and Art of Workmanship. London: Cambridge UP, 1 968. 

Quiilnell. Cole. 'How to Build A Rock Crawler." 4x4 Power. July 1997: (28-31 ). 

- . "Rockin' in Utah: 31 st Easter Jeep Safari." 4x4 Power. Aug. 1997: (504).  

Rait, Ken. 'Giving the Land a Voice." Southern Utah Mlderness Alliance 
Newsletter. Spring. 1 997: (1 6-7). 

Rapoport. Amos. 'An Approach to the Construction of Man-Environment 
Theory . " Environmental Design Research Fourth International EDRA 
Conference Vol. 111. Ed. Wolfgang F. E. Preiser. Stroudsburg: Dowden, 
Hutchinson 8 ROSS. 1973. (1 24-35). 



Works Cited ' 490 

Rap pa port, Roy A. 'Ritual. " Folklore. Cultural Performances, and Popular 
Entertainments: A Communications Centered Handbook. Ed. Richard 
Bauman. New York: Oxfard UP, 1992. (249-60). 

Raudy, Jack. "Guests Asked to 'Leave No Trace.'" United's Voice: The Voice of 
Four-Wheelers Evetywhere. Nov.-Jan. 1994: (21 ). 

Red Rock 4-Wheelers. 'Combination Hiking Trails." Red Rock 4-Wheelen 27th 
Easter Jeep Safari Easter Week: (1 993): 1 5. 

- . "Don't Spill Your Drink." Red RockCWheelers 28th EasterJeep Safarf. 
Easter Week: (1 994): 14. 

-. Registration lnfmation: 1997 Labor Day Campout. Red Rock 4 
Wheelers. Summer 1997. 

Rick Russell's Off Highway Adventure Series: Dusy/Ershim Trail. Siem National 
Forest California. Video Tape. prod. Sidekick Off Road Maps and Perfect 
lmage Video, 1993. (55 rnin.). 

-r Rubicon Trail: Georgetown, California. Video Tape, prod. Sidekick Off Road 
Maps and Perfect lmage Video, 1995. (68 rnin.). 

-: Sledgehammer Johnson Valley. Califoma. Video Tape. prod. Sidekick Off 
Road Maps and Perfect lmage Video. 1996. (72 rnin.). 

Riddle, Trent. 'Santiago's Revenge: The 10th Annual Littlerock Roundup." 4 
Wheel Drive & SpoH Utility Magazine. July 1 997: (36-46)- 

R yden , Kent C. Mapping the Invisible Landscape: Folklore. Writing, and the 
Sense of Place. lowa City: U of lowa PI 1993. 

Saint-Exupery, Antoine de. Wnd, Sand and Stars. Harrnondsworth: Penguin 
Books, 1966. 

Sapir, Edward. 'Language." Language. Culture and Society A Book of 
Readings. Ed. Ben G. Blount. Cambridge: Winthrop P, 1974. (49). 

Saher, Bob. 'The Outdoorsman: Scary Tales from Bear Country." Petersen's 4 
Wheel & Off Road. July 1997: (1 84). 

Saville-Trisike, Muriel. The Ethnography of Communication: An Jntmduction. 
Oxford, UK: Blackwell, 1 982. 



Works Cited ' 491 

Schechner. Richard and Wilfa Appel. 'Introduction." By Means of Performance: 
Intercultural Studies of Theatre and Ritual. Eds. Richard Schechner and 
Willa Appel New York: Cambridge UP, 1 99 1 . (1 -7). 

Schechner, Richard. 'Magnitudes of Performance." By Means of Performance: 
IntercuHutal Studies of Theatre and Ritual. Eds. Richard Schechner and 
Willa Appel. New York: Cambridge UP, 1 99 1. (1 949). 

Sekaquaptewa. Emory. 'Hopi Indian Ceremonies." Seeing with A Native Eye: 
Essays on Native American Religion. Ed. Walter Holden Capps. New 
York: Harper Forum Books, 1976. (3543). 

S haner, Chuck. Rick Russell's Off High way Adventure Series: Sledgehammer. 
Johnson Valley. California. Video Tape, Prod. Sidekick Off Road Maps 
and Perfect Image Video, 1996. 

Shils, Edward, and Michael Young. 'The Meaning of the Coronation." 
Sociological Review 1 (1 953): 63-81. 

Sierra Club. 'Sierra Club Policy: Off-Road Use of Vehicles." 
Http://www.sierradub. org/policy/ 

- - 'Sierra Club Policy: Off-Road Use of Vehicles." 
Http://www.sierraclub.org/policy/408. html. 

- . 'Sierra Club Policy: Wilderness Management. " 
h~p:l~.sierraclub.org/policyl413.Mrnl. 

Sjogren, Annick. 'The Ritual of the Meal as A Dynamic Transmitter of Culture." 
Anthropologiska Studier 37 (1 985): 3 5 4  1. 

Slatta, Richard W. Cowboys of the Americas. New Haven: Yale UP, 1990. 

Slotkin, Richard. The Fatal Envimnment. New York: Atheneum, 1985. 

Smith, Robert Jerome. 'Social Folk Custom: 7 Festivals and Celebrations." 
Folklore and Folklife: An Intmduction. Ed. Richard M. Donon. Chicago: U 
of Chicago P, 1972. (I 60-72). 

Smith. Henry Nash. Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth. 
Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1970. 



Works Cited * 492 

Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance. 'Conoco Targets America's Newest National 
Monument." Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance Newsletter. Spring, 1997: 
(1 7-1 9)- 

-- . " Dutch-Owned Coal Chain Exposed." Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance 
Newsletter. Summer, 1 994: (20). 

- . Freguently Asked Questions. http:/rwwW.suwa.org/faqpart4.htmllkaads 

-- . 'The 1866 Mining Act: Ghost from the Past Haunts Our Public Lands." 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance Newsletter. Spring, 1 997: (3-9). 

-- - 'Mission Statement." Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance Newsletter. 
Spring, 1997: (2). 

Staff. 'Tortoise Controversy." Editorial. 4 Wheel Drive 8 Sport Utility Magazine. 
A u ~ .  1995: (10-11). 

Sta h I, Sandra Dolby. Literary Folkloristics and the Personal Nawative. 
Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1989. 

Steele. Jerry. "Chiva Falls: Italian Trap and Other Tucson Trails." 4 Wheel Drive 
& Sport Utildy Magazine. Aug. 1997: (68-79). 

Stewart, Kathleen C. 'An Occupied Place." Senses of Place. Eds. Steven Feld 
& Keith H. Basso. Santa Fe: School of American Research PI 1996- 
(1 37-66). 

Stoel tje, Beverly J. 'Festival. " Folklom. CutWml Perbnnances. and Popular 
Enterfainmenis: A Communications Centered Handbook. Ed. Richard 
Bauman. New York: Oxford UP, 1992. (261-271 ). 

-- - " Festival in America. " Handbook of Amencan Folklore. Ed. Richard M. 
Dorson. Bloornington: lndiana UP, 1 983. (239-248). 

- - "Power and the Ritual Genres: American Rodeo." Western Folklore 52 
(1993): 135-156. 

- . 'Riding, Roping, and Reunion: Cowboy Festival." Time Out of Time: Essays 
On the Festival. Ed. Alessandro Falassi. Albuquerque: U of New Mexico 
PI 1987. (137-51). 

Superlift Corporation. Advertisement. 4x4 Mechanix: The HOW-TO Magazine for 
Off-Road Enthusiasts. Sept. 1996: (76). 



Works Cited " 493 

Ta ft . Michael. Discovering Saskatchewan Folklore: Three Case Studies. 
Edmonton: Newest P, 1983. 

Taylor, David Alan. Boat Building in Winterton: The Design, Constnrctlbn, and 
Use of Inshore Fishing Boats in A Newfoundland Community. M.A. 
Thesis, Department of Folklore: Memorial University of Newfoundland, 
1980. 

-- . "'What Makes A Good Boat?': Toward Understanding A Model of Traditional 
Design. " Canadian Folklore canadien 4.1 -2 (1 982): 77-82. 

Teague, David W. The Southwest in American Literature and Art The Rise of A 
Desed Aesthetic. Tucson: U of Arizona P, 1 997. 

Thomas, Elizabeth M. The Hamless People. New York: Vintage. 1965. 

Tilton. Buck. "The Bear Facts: Ursine Camping." Paddler: America's No. 1 
Canoeing, Kayaking, and rafting Magazine. Oct. 1994: (36-7). 

Toelken, Barre. The Dynamics of Folklore. Logan: Utah State UP. 1996. 

Tuan, Yi-Fu. 'Language and the Making of Place: A Narrative-Descriptive 
Approach. " Annals of the Association of American Geographers 8 1 (4): 
684-96. 

-- - Man and Nature: Commission on College Geography Resource Paper No. 
10. Washington, D.C.: Association of American Geographers. 1 97 1. 

-- . 'Place: An Experiential Perspective." Geographical Review 65 (1 975): 1 5 1 - 
65. 

- Space and Place: The Pempecfive of Experience. U of Minnesota P, 1977. 

- - Topophilia: A Study of Environmental Perception, Attitudes, and Values. 
New York: Columbia UP, 1990. 

Turnbull. Colin. 'Liminality: A Synthesis of Subjective and Objective Experience.' 
By Means of Performance: Interwltural Studies of Theatre and Ritual. 
Eds. Richard Schechner and Willa Appel. New York: Cambridge UP. 
1991. (50-81). 

Turner, Edith, and William Slodgett- fipen'encing Ritual: A New Interpretation of 
African Healing. Philadelphia: U of Pennsylvania P. 1 992. 



Works Cited * 494 

Turner, Victor. "Are There Universals of Performance in Myth, Ritual, and 
Drama?" By Means of Performance: intercultural Studies of Theater and 
Ritual. Eds. Richard Schechner and Willa Appel. New York: Cambridge 
UP, 1991. (8-1 8). 

--- - The Ritual Pmess:  Structure and Anti-Structure. Chicago: Aldine, 1 969. 

- . "Social Dramas and Stories About Them." Critical Inquiry 7 (1 980): 141 -68. 

Upton, Dell. "Form and User: Style, Mode Fashion, and the Artifact." Living in A 
Matenal World_ Canadian and Arnerkm Approaches to Material Culture. 
Ed. Gerald L. Pacius. Social and Economic Papers 19. St. John's: 
Institute of Social and Economic Research Memorial University of 
Newfoundland, 1991. (1 56-72). 

- . "Toward A Performance Theory of Vernacular Architecture: Early Tidewater 
Virginia as A Case Study." Folklare Farum 12: 2-3 (1 979): 1 17-1 32. 

Van Gennep, Arnold. The Rites of Passage. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1 960. 

Van Slyck, Abigail A. 'Manana, Manana: Racial Stereotypes and the Anglo 
Rediscovery of the Southwest's Vernacular Architecture, 1 890-1 920. " 
Gender, Class, and Shelter Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture, V. 
Eds. Elizabeth Collins Cromley and Carter L. Hudgins. Knoxville: U of 
Tennessee P, 1995. 

Vaughn, Alfreda D. "A Way of Life: To Millions Who Participate in 4-Wheeling 
Each Year, it's More Than A Sport-it's A Passion." Tmck Accessory 
News: Products and Trends for Aftermarket Retailers. Oct. 1 997: (1 6- 1 9). 

Vaughn, Mark. "Let's Get Vertical: We Find Out That the Trail to Panamint City 
Goes Only One Way-Up." Autoweek. Oct. 18, 1993: (14-f 7).  

Wakefield, Glenn. "The '97 Dakota Territory Challenge: Wild Wild West." 4 
Wheel Drive & Sport Utility Magazine. Feb. (1 998): (24-32). 

Warner, David. 'Expanding the Wilderness: Businesses Seek A More Balanced 
Approach to Restricting Public Lands." Nation's Business. May 1993 (66- 
7) - 

Werkmeister, Mark. 'No Confusion in the Maze: Exploring Canyonlands' Least- 
Visited Area. " 4 Wheel Drive & Sped Util* Magazine. July 1 993: (60.65, 
76-77). 



Works Cited ' 495 

- . "Still too Long: Project too Long-One Year Later." 4-iYhee/ Drive & Sport 
Utility Magazine. Aug. (1 997): (28-38). 

-- . 'The Waterfall Trail: Another Gem in Farrnington." 4 Wheel Drive & Sport 
Utility Magazine. Dec. 1 995: (60-9). 

West. Elliott. 'Selling the Myth: Western Images in Advertising." Wanted Dead 
or Alive: The American West in Popular Culture. Ed. Richard Aquila. 
Chicago: U of Illinois PI 1996. (269-89). 

White, Hayden. The Content of the f m :  Narrative Discourse and Histonca/ 
Representation. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1987. 

Wickham. Mike. 'Where is Hardcore Heaven? It's Not on Any Street Map!" 4 
Wheel Drive & Sport Utility Magazine. Nov. 1 997: (68-75). 

Williams. Michael Ann. and M. Jane Young. 'Grammar, Codes, and 
Performance: Linguistic and Sociolinguistic Models in the Study of 
Vemacular Architecture. " Gender. Class, and Shelter: Penpectives in 
Vernacular Architectu~ V- Eds. Elizabeth Collins Cromley and Carter L. 
Hudgins. Knoxville: U of Tennessee P, 1995. (40-51 ). 

Williams. Raymond. The Country and the C@ London: Chatto and Windus, 
1973. 

Williams. Terry Tem pest. Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place. 
New York: Vintage Books, 1991. 

Wilson. Alexander. The Culture of Nature: North American Landscape from 
Disney to the Ewwon Valdez. Cam bridge: Blackwell. 1 994. 

Worster. Donald. Under Western Skies: Nature and History in the American 
West. New York: Oxford UP, 1992. 

Wright, Moms. The Home Place. New York: Scribner's, 1948. 

Ziegler. Curt. 'Backcountry Trash." Editorial. 4 Wheel Drive & Sporf Utility 
Magazine. Oct. 1994: (1 1 ). 


