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For a number of  decades Canadian hiaorians have documented clothing and 

textiles of New France resultiag in publications on historic costume wom in Montréal, 

Trois-Rivières, île d'Orléans, and Louisbourg. Except for occupation-specific studies that 

focus on the material life of the Quéôec colonist, no general study has been made on the 

costume worn, and textiles used, in Québec. 

This thesis presents a portrait of the men, women, and chilken of Québec fkom 

i 608 to 1 760: the French régime. Did clothing and textiles of Québec during this period 

rnirror those of Fr-? How did they dSer nom those aiready identifieci for Montréai, 

Trois-Rivières, he d'Orléans, and Louisbourg? In what way did demographics, 

immigration, geographic, cümactic, economic, trade, and Amerindian Uiauences a' the 

costume worn in Québec? Finally, did domestic textile manufimuring impact on the 

colonists? 

The answers to these questions began with a search of archival documents, a 

search made necessary by the paucity of extant garments in Canada. Of these, postmortem 

inventories, marriage contracts, and wills provided the base for documentation. These 

were supplemented by the joumals and memoues of those living or exploring the area 

during the pend  under sîudy. Secondary sources that detail clothing and textiles used in 

France dunng the M i e  period provided the basis for cornparison with those found in 

Québec. 



This reconstniction of the costume and textiles wom by the Québec colonist 

revealed they differed little fkom France. Furthermore, only a few of her colonists 

borrowed customs fiom the Ame~dians .  As well, no domestic textile production of any 

sigdicance developed to advance widespread use of local faùrics.This is evidence of a 

relatively closed Society where innovations were neither encouraged nor cultivatecl and 

one which steadfastly remained true to its cultural rwts. 
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PREFACE 

Thesis Structure 

The 6ust chapta estaôlishes the foais of Le cosnmte waditionnef: A Study of 

Clothing and Textiles in the Town of Québec 1635-1 760 by o f f i g  a justification for 

studying clotbing and textiles during the French régime and the masons for choosing the 

town of Québec as the centre of study. The objectives and purposes of the research as well 

as the limitatioas are stated within this chapter. 

The second chapter is a review and disaission of the lit«ature related to the study. 

The literatwe is org.oued in sections tht begb with the historiai and cultural eveats 

sunounding the fomding of Quibec dong with the environmental components that 

affected the new colonists. immigration and the social hierarchy that existeci are 

addresseci. Literature related to costume wom in France fiom 1635- 1760 is reviewed 

dong with the costume doarmenîation found by Cadian authors who have studied 

clothing and textiles in the centres of Montréal, he d'Orianf Trois-Riviérrs, and 

Louisbourg. Eariy attempts a domestic t d e  production are expîored dong with 

associated probiems. 

Chapta threc explains the method of inquiry for the rrseuch. The adaptation of a 

hunian ecological approach deveoped by Elaine Pederoen was the best mode1 for use in 

this study as it contains the range of issues reked to the study of costume in a social 

history context. 

The nent thra chapters outline the findings of the study. Textiles, both as yard 

goods and in costume items, are prescnted in chapta four. Cbaptcr five documents the 
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costume worn by masculine coloaisîs whilt chaptcr six foiiows mit with femuiuie and 

children's costume. AU costume items are d u  within these chapters, some 

accompanied by ïliustrations and photos. The analyses in these chapters are based on 

charts developed fiom the evidence found in the primary documents. 

The information fiom these three chapters is slilmriprizad the comections 

addressed, and conclusions drawn in the final chaptcr. The study's findings reinforce 

existing knowledge regarding tbe use of French clothing and tcxîües and suwest M e r  

possibiiities for investigation. The thesis condudes with appendices containhg a List of the 

archival documents associated with the study and the cbarts developed fiom the original 

data base of document information. A glossary of all textiies mentioned in the documents 

is appended. 



1 - INTRODUCTION 

April 13, 1608: the French vesse1 Dm&-Dieu hadecl anchor and slipped with the 

tide fiom Honfleur toward the sea. Captained by Henri Couillard and commandeci by 

Samuel de Champlain,' the Don&-Dieu held a cargo of "provisions and other articles 

which were necessary for Our seâtlement ."' Two months later, on June 2, a longboat was 

lowered at Tadoussac, New F m .  Champlain went &ore, muLiag the beghhg of 

colonhion of what we now know as Canada? 

On June 30 Champlain set up river fiom Tadoussac for Quibec where he marked 

out the site for the buildings that would d e  up L'Habitation. Rising up üke a fort, they 

established the first permanent de rnen t  in New France.' 

The growth of the new land was slow, settlers corning nom France lefi more for 

reasons of commercial profit than for religious persecution as happeneci with the English 

Puritan settlers in the New England colonies. This commercial potential was enhanced by 

the water and land resources available in the new land and "nanird features such as . . . a 

1 Narcke-Eurrope Dionnc, ChompIain (ïomnto: University of Toronto Press, 1 %3), 394. 
Dionne provicies Qtails of ships* names and principai heads of commaad. 

*Harold P. Biggar, cd. me Worh of Samuel de Chuntphin, 6 vois. (Toronto: The Champlain 
Society, 1925), 1, 19. 

%orris Birbop, ChampIuin: me Li* of Fortihrdc (New York: Aifkd A. Knopf, 1918). 136-1 37. 

'Biggar, The Wonks of Sunuel rde Chcunpiain, vol. 1.24. Tht new xttkmern of L'Habitation 
would becorne known as Qucac. sharing the same name as today's provinœ. In this thesis, the tcrm 
Québec always rrfcrs to the towa. 

'~ntbooy McFarianc, n e  British in the Anu- 1180-1815 (Harlow, Essu, E@ad: 
Longman Group Limitcd, 1969). 63. 



protecred bay and a large land basin" whiie the esarpment thot nirrounded the uea 

"provided an excellent defense against atta~k."~ 

Map showing major sites disaissed in this thesis.' 

%avid T. Rudôd, Qutbec Cify 1765-1832: 77re Ewiution of a Colonial Tom (OÉrawa: Csnidi.n 
Museum of Civilization, 1987), 2-3. 
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During the fkst decade, immigrants were primarily iÙr traders and rnemben of the 

clergy: single men. It was not until 161 7 that the first French f@y would arrive.' 

Historians have doaunented these facts for centuries, many details cited are fiom first- 

hand accounts of explorers and adventurers like Champhin, Charlevoix, Swdsh botanist 

Pehr Kalm, and reiigious voyagers Mce the Jesuit, RicoUet and Sulpicien priests. 

Single or macried, colonias required dothing in the new land. Initially they came 

with the essentid material possessions neeâed for suMvai, but these could not last 

indetuiitely: they would n a d  replacements. It would be necessmy for both ready-made 

garments and textiles to be hported nom France, material goods that would ultimately 

becorne a measure of a person's status in the community. 

Historiaru bave examined exploration in Canada, eady contact, and the structure 

and evolution of communities but have, overall, paid l e s  attention to clothing and 

te~tiles.~ On the other han& clothing and textile historians have paid considerable attention 

to costume in France and elsewhere: Europern communities, for example, had already 

%ionne, Chanplain, 1 1 1- 1 12. Dionnc explains that apabecary Louis Wmk an old friend of 
Champlain, was wiUing to aczompany him to New Francc. Héôcrt's fiimily consisid of his M e  Mane 
Rouet and thridt childrra, The same year tbc fiimily arrived in New France, HCkrt's eldest Qughter Anne 
was marriad to Étienne Jonqucst in the first d g e  ccrcmoay pcrfonwd in Canach- 

9 Sac for usample, W.J. Eccles, Fronce in AmeIjCO (1972; rcvidcd diion, Markhiun, ON: 
Fitzhenry & WhilCSidC, 1990); Conwlius Jacatn, Frirnd and For: Aspects of Fmnch-Indion Cultural 
Contact in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries (Tcmmîo: University of Toronta Rcss, 1976); Jean 
Hamelin, Histoire du Qmdbec (St- Hyacinîbc, QC: Edixm, inc., 1976). 
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been estabtished for  centurie^.'^ On balance, the sîudy of clothing and textiles in Canada 

may be considered relatively new. 

The period of French nile of the new colony is significant since it marks the very 

beginnings of Canada. Quebec historiuis, working primanly with archival documents, 

have docunented costume and textiles wom and used during the French régime for the 

sites of Montréai, Trois-Rivières, he d'Orléans, and Louisbourg, but no general midy has 

been made for the 6rst town and head of coiony administration, Québec." 

Centrai questions arise regarding costume and textiles in the town of Québec: 

Were the costumes wom a refiection of fashion in France for the sarne period? Ln what 

way did local conditions affect fashionable costume? Were clothing and textile items in 

Québec sunilar to îhose found in other major locations in New France? Were the colonists 

totally reliant on imponed clothing and textiles fiom France to replenish their needs? Did 

domestic textile production develop sufficiently to play a roîe in influencing local 

costume? These questions shaped the objectives of the research. 

'*Sec for example, Jacqucs RuppcrS Madtleinc Delpierre, RniCt Da--Piékolek, and Pascale 
Gorguet-Ballesterg Le costume fiançais (Paris: Flammarion, 1996); Fr-is Boucher, 20.000 Yem of 
Fashion: The History of Costume and PemnuI Aclbrnment (New York: Hany N. Abrams, Inc., 1987); 
Blanche Payne, Hîstory ofCostume Fmm the Ancient Egypiuns to the Twentieth Cemtuy (New York: 
Harper & Row, 1965). 

11 Jacqut l int  BeauQin-Ross, clothing curaîor, mu& McCord M u ,  Montréai, conversation 
with the author, Ociokr 1997 contirmad that no SNdies have bacn done to document the ashune wom in 
Québec. A t t h a t t i m c s b e ~ m b a v c b a c n a w a r r o f t h t ~ m a d t b y S e v ~ ~ l . S a w a i r r l  
looked a1 the mat- cuttuh of mcrdmîs living in QuCbac during the pcriod 17 101 1763 alîhough 
clothing and W e s  form a nnali put af this omqmîïmapecific study. Mor#~er,  tbe time period is 
restricted to the cightbcath.ccntury. Scvlcrinc Sawauci, Lu vie quotidienne des m d m d s  à Qudbrc 
entre 1 710 et 1 763 6Qprés les minutes &s notahs (mastas' ikb, Université d'Angers, 1995-1996). 
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OBJECTIVES 

The paramount objective of this work is to rnake a contribution to more precise 

knowledge of clothuig and textiles in seventeentb and eighteenth-century New France that 

will fil1 the void that currently exists. 

Specifically then, the objectives of this study are: 

1. To document textiles and civil costume worn by men, wornen, and chiidren in 

the town ofQuébec, 1635-1760.12 

2. To identifj. items or terrns of costume and textiles in Québec that difFer fiom 

those already identifid for Montréai, Trois-Rivières, île d'Orléans, and Louisbourg corn 

1635- 1760 and to provide some rationale for these diffèrences. 

3. To determine the significance of demographic, immigration, geographic, 

climatic, econornic, trade, and Amerindian infiuences on costume fiom 1635 to i 760. 

4. To establish the role played by domestic texrile production in suppfying goods 

for use by the colonists during the p e n d  1635-1760. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Sorne tenns used throughout benefit fiom definition: 

New France. New France refers to the land niled by France. In Canada, before the 

English conques of 1760, this land extended westerly tiom the eastem Coast of 

Newfoundland beyond Montréal. The fiontier, extending West of the junction of the 

I2hfy Cirn m h  foray into the Québec archival syacrn r ievdcd  îhat none of the docwnents 
designated for use trcist priar to 1634 whtn tht first m8CriBge amtract was notariai The fim usaMe 
document apptarcd in 1635. 
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Ottawa and St. Lawrence Rivers, consistai rnaidy of trading and missionary posts: the 

land betwecn was wilderness. By the eighteenfh-ceatury, posts Wre Detroit and o h  in 

- - - Frontiires aoproximatives 
de la Nouvelle-France en 1712 

New France in 1712.'" 
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t he  Illinois c o u n q  were sufficiemly senled to provide for traders headed for even more 

distant tribes withùi the French fûr-trade empire." In 1 7 12, the fiontiers of New France, 

shown in the map below, extended beyond Lake Supaior to the west, north beyond 

Hudson Bay, and south to Louisiana and the Gulf of Mexico. 

Costurnddress. Dress has been defined as "the total arrangement of d the 

o u t w d y  detectible modincations of a personis body and ali material objects added to 

it."" Thus, data for this thesis includes body coverings ranging f?om headwear to 

bodywear to footwear to accessories and trimmings. 

Notary. Two types of notaries existeci under the French régime: royal and 

seigneurial. The royal notvy held his position through the king or his representative, the 

govemor or  intendant. He had the right to practice in al1 areas of governmmt for which 

he received a commission. As such, he was responsible for postmonem inventories, 

contracts of marriage, d s  and other acts of this nature. The seigneurial notary dealt with 

acts within the domain of the seigneury but could not execute documents iike 

 inventorie^.'^ There does not appear to be any f o d  education or training attached to the 

occupation of  a notary. 

Habitant. The term hobimt seems to have fkst appeared with the colonkation of 

French colonies and was initidly, at leaot, synonymous with the tenn "colonist." In the 

14 W. J. Ecclc~, Esrqys on N m  Frunce (Toronto: Oxford University Press, l987), 53. 

'w Ellm Roach and Kuhlocn E W  Musa, New Perspectives on the Hisroty of Western Dress 
(New York: NiitriGuidcs, inc., 19ûû), 68. 
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eighteenth-century the word habitant sams to be Limited ta farmers, and to those living in 

the coumry." 

Aune. The aune cde Paris was a standard unit of 1.1884 meters, a length that 

conformeci to the standard in the bureau of haberdasbery merchants estsblished in 1 554. 

Because the aune varied throughou? France, each city and province used its own measure. 

For exarnple, the aule in Metz was 0.677 meter; in Bourg-en-Bress, 0.808 meter; and in 

Bordeaux, 1.191 meters." As a resuit, merchants were required to prorninently display the 

sue of their mm. One enûy fiom Québec documents shows the use of such a measure: 

"une aune a aunef' was recordeci among the shop goods of Sieur François Viennay- 

Pachot in 1701 .le Although the lengtb of this particular aune may never be known, the 

record of it being in a shop is clear indication of a prnicuiar measure beiig used. 

 onra rad Fillion, "Essai sur l'évolution du mat habitant (XWe-XMIIe siècles)." RHAF, vol. 24, 
no. 3 @ecemkr 1970): 394-40 1. Filioa klieves that the dcvclapncm of the oolony played a d e  in the 
changing view of the word habitont. At tbe bcgbnbg, New France was dcvtlopd around the thrice posîs 
of Québec, Montréal, and Trois-Riviircs wkre  d i  to everyom as a hrrbitanf, or donist. In the 
eighteenthcentury, as ibcsc ccntrrs grcw and wcrc popilaied, the people of ibcsc t o m  ucpcrienced a 
diminishing of land usbd for cultivation and movcd ouïside the t o m  itsclf'. Thus, habitunis becamc known 
asthosewhohad~lMngquart~~~inthcoamtryaadwhagavtthcmrt~magriculnire.  

Truck] defins habitant as a person esiabiishaî in tbc iand, w ô a k  in the town or in the country, 
and friee h m  any immigrant cuntract. Marcel Lu p p l a t i o n  du Cunda en 1666 (Sillery, QC: 
Les éditions du Septentrion, (1995), 47. By this &inhion a hu6itanr is oonsidchd a culonist of any 
occupation or status rathcr than one wwkiag in rom agriculturai capacity. 
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Livre. sol. &nier. AU references to values during the 1 63 5- 1 760 period use the 

French monetary system. The French livre was wonh twenty sols, one sol was worth 

twelve &niem2' 

RELEVANCE OF STWDY 

The primary goal of this shidy is to  make a contribution to the paucity of 

information on the history of  Canadian dnss and to I the gap that exists through the 

absence of g e n d  costume and textiie documentation for the town of Québec. Thus this 

study will make a significant contribution to the existing knowledge of material cuiture, in 

particular civil costume and textiles wom and used during the French régime. 

As 1 have pointed out, Québec historians have ewmined costume in New France 

extensively. Unfortunately, M e  of their work is avdable in English. T hus, this reseirch 

provides a resource for a study in English. 

Secondly, the midy adds to the body of knowledge currently in use in Canadian 

studies. By documenthg costume and textiles in the town of  Quibec another route is 

opened for a better understanding of  the ailtural context of dress within early Canadian 

society, a context that includes the Muences of  the Amerindian population. 

Lastly, this thesis complements g e n d  costume history. 

%farce1 Tndel hiriution à fa Nouveffe F m e ,  197. Young poinu ait that New France would 
see two kinds of moncy: coin and paper, both basal on the "gdd Louis d'or and sih'cr écu, livres, deniers, 
and sols" buî whcn writtm as mony of a ~ e ~ u ~ l t  tby wcrc linad as livres, sols, and &niers. Kathryn A 
Young, Kin, Comme~:e and Communiry= Merchmrs in the P m  of Q u d b e c ~  f 7I 7 to 1755 (PD. 
Diss., University of Manimba, 199 1): 23-5 1. 'fht ainmntion is slso availabk in publication as Kin, 
Commerce, and Communify: Mercl,ants in the Port of Q d b e c ~  171 7 ro 1745 (New York: Pcîer Lang, 
1995). 
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LIMITATIONS 

The broad subject of eady North American costume includes garrnents worn by di 

those living in New France at the the :  Amerindian and Eskimo aboriginals, civil colonists, 

the rniiitary, and the relîgious. This study focuses on the civil wlonia and fàmily, fiom a 

habitant and domestic laborer to marchands, &goç>Lr and govemors." However, 

because the Amerindian presence Uifluenced some costume choices for these settlers, such 

influences are noted but no attempt has k e n  made to provide regional or tribal 

descriptions. 

The period under consideration is fkom 1635 to the English Conquest of 1760.= 

Because the Engiish presence in Québec after 1760 might, on its own, have had a 

profound influence on costume, this study is Limited to the 163 5- 1 760 period. 

A fwther limitation deals with the subject of language. Prirnary documents like 

postmortem inventories, m a g e  contracts, and wills are al1 written in French. While not 

officially bilinguai, 1 have sufficient knowledge of the French language to be able to 

21~ean-Pkm Hardy, Gilles Paquet, David-Thiery Ruddcl, and Jean-Pierre W a W  "Culture 
Matérielle et Sociétt au Québec, 1792-1835," MHB 17 (1983): 15. Hardy et al. point out that marchands, 
among others, may have also poscscd one or mo~e xigncurics or part of a seigrwury through heritage, 
purchase, or marriage. 

22 Kathyu A Young, (History), University of Manitoba, conversation with the author, May 1997. 
Dr. Young commentad that the battit on the Plains of Abrabam in 1759 is rnit vicwed by ail historians as 
the end of tbe F m h  régime. Somt vicw thc end of the rCgimt oawring at the btUe, ouicrs sec the end 
coming with tbc capitulation of QuCkc in 1760. Still atbcrs look to the Trcaîy of Paris, signed in 1763, to 
signal îbe end of the Fhnch dgime. 
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translate documents satisfàctorily. Moremer, 1 have drawn on the resources of a qualified 

translater to clarify particular difncuities with language? 

Deciphering notarial documents wrinen in an unfarniliar script presented a much 

larger, tirne-consuming problem. Seventeenth-century writing, gothic in nature, is more 

difficult to read than an eighteenth-century script. An eighteemh-century script is more 

like our own although there were some notaries with wicked writing styles. Documents 

from both centwies required much puzzüng over words, phrases7 lack of expected 

accents, inwnsistent spehg of the same word, and spelling thaî did not codorm to the 

expected. 

To their credit, however, notaries followed a generally systematic pattern for 

recording items for an inventaire q r e s  déçés, the postrnortem inventory. Moving fiom 

room to room they g e n d y  itemized kitchen items first, followed by the parior or 

reception room that rnight also serve as a bedrwm. They would note major items before 

examining the contents of annoires, cofies, and bahuts. If the home had a dressing-rwm, 

they would then list these contents. Once they had inventoried the house contents, the 

notary, dong with attending officiais and survivors of the deceaseû, would move outdoors 

to go through the same process with outbuildings and stock. If the deceased were a 

merchant there may have been a boutique or warehouse at the site: they would itemize 

U ~ i ~ e  Boiiy-LcDotze is cbc French Laaguagc Advisor fw Manitoba's largesa electrical 
utility and is charged with tbc dulies of providing rdility information ta thc fraaoaQhone community. As 
such, she deals with the translation of documents from both French and English to the altemate officiai 
language. She, in tum, h8s discussed issws of languagc and grammar witb Translacom (Winnipeg) to 
assist me in enry way possi'ble. 
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t hose contents accordingl y. Thus, when examining the postmonem inventory its mc tu re  

alone is helpfùl in 6nding sections where clothing and textile items may be enterad.'' 

Distance from primary sources was also a consideration. While none of the primary 

archivai documents were available locally, written requests accessed some photocopies. 

One problem in acquiring this idormation by d lay in the length of time it t w k  to 

retneve a document: up to two months per written request with a h t  of fifieen 

documents per request. 

Finally, it is crucial to recognize that there is a dearth of extant garrnents in Canada 

for this p e r i ~ d . ~  As a result, this requued a reliance on dtemate prinury sources such as 

memoirs and journals for fim-hand observations of costume. 

'ibis description is similor to t& pmcesr followeû for a h c r  invmtories of the tint daailed trJ 
Young. Young, Kin, Commetce, and Community, 23-25 (page rdercnccs to the dis.).  



TWO CENTURES AM) THEIR TERMS 

Most of the seventeenth and eighteenth-century costume and textile terms are no 

longer in use, thus compiicating the study of both garments and textiles. Moreover, there 

are ternis spelled dinerently, som*imes within the same The meaning of these 

terms has evolved over Ume; t e m  that are used today did not have the sune meaning 300 

yean earlier." FUially, many textiie and clothing t e m  have disappeared and g e n d y  are 

recognized only by those working in the field of clothing and textile hi~tory.~' As a result, 

a glossary of textiles has been provided to complement Chapter 4. Costume items are 

defined in related Chapters 5 and 6. 

SEARCHING MAïERIAL CLrLTURE AND SOCiAL HISTORY 

The study of clothing and textiles in Canada offers an opportmty to explore 

Canada's history in different ways. By ensmuùng the costume wom by early Québec 

26 As an exampie, in document # 1 17 the rotary spclls the textile mousseline as mousseline, 
mouselinne, and mouseline. 

 or example, tbc tcrm ~~~n is gmcnUy thought of taiay as ao mdcrgarmcnt that mol& 
and shapes the t o m  with boncs and s?ays. in mtetnth-ccnâury France the corset was the slecveless 
bodiœ of a jupe w m  by paysannes and especialSt by nursing rmiks. Tby fiequcnlly W c a t e d  of 
satin or damask. Antoine FWCtittc, Dictionnaim universel contenant gdndrakment tous les motsfiançais 
tour vieux que modèrnes et Ics ternes des sciences et &s ans, etc. (À la Haye et à Raterdam: Chez 
Amould et Rcinier Lems, 170 l), S.V. ^axsctn La Grcaadt mes that, in Louubairg, tbt item corset is 
mentioncd in inventories but was sold undcr tht name corselet. Moniquc La G~eaade, Le costvme civil à 
Louisbourg. 1713-1 758: Le costumefiminin (Lakhwg NS: Fortrcss of Louisbourg National Hiaonc 
Park, 1971), 6. 



14 

colonists the opporturiity is openeci to use material culture to focus on varied aspects of 

the history of our country. The search for those influena began by examining the work 

of general historians and costurnekextile historians alike. 



2 - LITERATURE REVIEW 

The idormation containe- in this chapter provides a histoncal and cultunl review 

of early Canadian history to 1760 identifjing some forces that made an impact on the new 

colony : geography and climate, immigration, and socid class hienuchies. Historians Iike 

Louise Dêchene, Jean Hamelin and André Lachance have us& notarial, judicial, and 

seigneuriai records that provide a sense of s o d  and ecommic structure to New France, 

addressing the settlers' experiences of colonial life and rewnstnicting the& material and 

social environment? Others like Yvon Ddoges approached the topic fiom a regional 

pointsf-view, foaising on the town of Quéûe~ .~  A definitive. overd pictute of the 

history of New France cornes biMi an aemplary name in Canadian lastory W.J. E~cles.~' 

For costume in France and New France from 1635 to 1760 it was necessary to 

draw on works coming fiom both side of the Atlantic. For a sense of French fashion 

during the period, the f d a r  and celebrated works of François Boucha, Phyilis Tortora 

and Keith Eubank, as well as that of the daborative work of Jacques Ruppert, Rem& 

Davray-PièkoleL. and Pascaie Gorgwt-Ballesteros provided not ody descriptions of 

%mise Dechêne, Hobirants and Mernhants in Nnu F m ,  ppm. L. Var& (MoncréaL QC ami 
Kingston, ON: McGillQuccnYs University Rcss, 1992); Jean Hamelin, Z?conomie er sociité en Nouvelle- 
France (Quéùec, QC: Les presses & l 'uninrs i~  Lavai, 1970); Andd Lachanœ, La vie urbaine en 
Node-France (Monidal: Lrs &litions du Boréai Express, 1987). 

?von Dcrlogcs, A Tenant f Town: Québec in the Eighteenfh Cenmry (Oanwa: Suppiy ?Id Servi- 
Canada, 1991). 

31 Among the numerais volurnes writtca by W.J. Eccics, tbFbC ~ t r t  of partjcular use for t h  Ihms. 
See Essays on New France; F m c e  in Amerka; Tlic C m d c m  Fmntier 1534-1 760 , rtvWed cdition 
(Albuquerquc, NM: Uaiversity of New Ucrrico ncsS, 1992). 
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clothing and textiles, but also contributed to an insight into the conditions and milieu 

surrounding the anival and demise of certain garments during the seventeenth and 

eighteen-centuries.'* From Canada, the monumental work on  New France by Roben- 

Louis Séguin stands above othen." His mbiious undertaking in 1967 was an ail- 

encompassing study of Me in the seventeenth and eightecnth-caitury New France, 

foiiowed in 1968 by the more focuseci publication on civil costume. The title of this latta 

book is somewhat rnisleading, although not cntireiy UntNe: Le costume civil en N o ~ w l l e -  

Françe provides only a handful of references from the town of Québec, none from Île 

d'Orléans, Trois-Rivières or ~ouisbourg.~  Neverthela, it remains a valuable 

compendium of clothing and textiles fkom the Montréal area and d a s  cova the French 

régime from 1639. Other Canadian authon fortuitously filied the gap for these exduded 

areas: Bernard Auda for fle d'Orléans, Luce Vermette for Trois-Rivières, and Monique 

La Grenade for Louisbourg although each is limiteci to specific tirne Erames." My thesis 

32 Boucher, 20,000 Y e m  of Fdion;  F m i s  Boucber. Histoire h costume en Occident de 
! Ynriguitt? a nos jours (piiris: Ramniaron, 1983); Phyllis Tortora and Kcith Eubank, A Survey of 
Historic Costirme (1989, 1990; hprint, New York: Fairchild nib1icaîï011~, 1992); Rupprt et al., Le 
costume fiançais. 

3 k d ~ i i - ~ c u s  SCgmp Lu civilisation ~oditimnelic dc i 'habitant aux 17e et I & siècles (Monuésl: 
Fides, 1967). 

'hriiard A* LE cosninu payscm ia r~gion & ~ ~ k b c c  ou XVIIC sidcie: Ne ù f e ~ ~ ~  
(Moncdai: La ations Lcmtac. W., 1984; Luct Vennatc, ta vie hmestiqate our Forges àu Saint- 
Mùun'ce (Onawa: Paxks - 1982); Mbniquc La Gmiadt, Le costume fiminin; Le cosnime civil b 
Louisbourg: 1713-1 758: Lu costume masculin (Laiisbau& NS: Foraicss of Lauisbaut& 1972). 
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dovetsils h t o  these works by focusiog on the town of Quibec fkom 1635- 1760 and 

drawing from a wide range of occupations tiom govemor to domestic laborer. 

Invaluable to this study were those who contributed specificaily to knowledge of 

French textiles. The outstanding tactile dic t io~sy by Elisabeth Hardouin-Fugier, Bernard 

Berthod, and Marthe Chavent-Fusrra went beyond mere descriptions. For those textiles 

used in the seventeenth and e i g h t a n t h d e s ,  there is a history of the textile as well as 

an itemization of edias for and against its use: the value of the textiie industry to France is 

made all the more ckar." Roger-Annand Weigert concentrated on eighteenth-century 

textiles while intenveaving French hinory." 

The broad subjex~ of clothing a new colony ïncludes the importation of clothing 

and textiles, first manufacturing attempts, availability of skilled workers, indigenous 

resources, textile productio~ and purchashg power of the inhabitants Joseph-Noël 

Fauteux and ethnohistorian E.Z.  Massiwtte speak of the eariy attempts to start a textile 

industry and its associated pr~blerns.~~ David-Thiery Ruddel a primary contributor to the 

knowledge of domtstic ttxtile production in New France, acknowledged in 1990 that 

"most questions in Canada's early textile history . . . remain ~nanswered."~~ 

-1idxtb Hardauin-Fugier, Bemard Berthad, and Marthe Cbvenî-Firpio. les Étofïes ~ictionnuirc 
historique (Paris: Lcs Éditions de 1' Amatcut, 1994). 

3'~eigcrt, Textiles en E U ~ J W .  

3 g ~ o s e p h - ~ ~ l  Fauteux, Essai sur 1 'industrie au Cm& swr le r3gimejFtançai.s (QuCbcc: LS-A 
Pro& 1926); E . 4  Massicotte, 'Agatk & Saint Pèse, a Le GUdCUT & Rcpcnîigyn, BRH 50 (1944): 
202-207. 

39 David-Thiery RuddtI, "Domestic Textile Rodudion in Colonial Qusbec, 1608-1840." MHB 3 1.45. 
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HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND 

Gold, God and glory sums up the d y  exploration of land west of the Atlantic. 

The French had a vision of a land of gold, a Northwest passage to the Orient, and the 

establishment of a cornmerciai empire. As weU, the new land wodd provide Wgin 

territory for Christianity. Thus, exploration was dominated by the political concept of 

empire, the emnomic concept of mercantiiism, the social concept ofeariy settlement, and 

the religious concept of evangeiization. 

The goal of finding the sea to the Onent, the initial exploration that precedcd 

settlement, is fint notable by the appearance of Jacques Cartier. Cartier's greatest daim to 

glory lies in his 1 5 34 discovery of the gr& Riviere, one of the world' s great nvers." 

But Cariier only expioreci, he did not seîtie in Canada. A t h i d  settlement d o r t  seventy 

years later in 1604 was neariy wiped out by the anse of many: scurvy. in ail probability 

this was a major reason those first settiers retumed to  France in the autumn of 1607. The 

following year Samuel de Chunplain rmrked out the site for L 'Habilrrtion thus 

establishing the permanent sdtlement of the town of Quéûe~.~' 

The new settlement operateci initially as a fbr trading center a trade that began in 

the previous century. Indced, it was the profits fmm the garnering of furs and thek sale in 

France at a high profit that enabled the eariy settiements to be established. 

%hêne. Habitants and Memhants, 65. Dscbtiu mca thpt pron& Riviem was tk aame c o d y  
used to refer ta the St Lawrenœ. 

4 1 ~ l ~ .  France in lmerica, 4-20. 
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By 16 14 the profitable trade in fLrs warranted the founding of a new company to 

ensure bener backing of Champlain at Québec. Champlain found the backing he n d e d  

with the bishops of France." The Récollets sent missionaries, foiiowed by the Jesuits. As it 

happened, the Jesuits were the bête noire of the Huguenots who controUed La Rochelle 

and the trade shipments to  New France; they refùxd to transport the needed supplia. As 

a result, C a r d i  Richefieu, then the king's first minister, formed a new company, barred 

to Huguenots. More than one hundred persons iavested in the company to give it the 

name Compagnte &s Cent-~ssosiés.'~ ï h e  main purpose oflüchelieds Compagnie was 

religious: to convert the Amerindians to Christianity. The fùr trade would provide the 

necessary fùnds. Thus, for the next thirty years, the Church, directiy or indirectly, 

provided support for the colony." 

By 1620 the French had estriblished strong economic ties with the Huron as weU as 

enjoying good trading relations with the Algonquin. The French keyed into this network; 

the Huron traded as far north as James Bay, West to  Great Lakes and south to Michigan. 

The divide betwecn the Great Lakes and the Mississippi &orded no barris thus allowing 

the French to travel fiom the St. Lawrence right to the Gulf of Mexico." 

By the 1660s, Louis X I '  wanted to strengthen the administration of France and to 

expand the colonial empire. One way to  accomplish this mission was to  expand the fur 

42 Eccles, me Candian Fmntier, 25-26. 

4 %les, France in Amcrica. 27-28. 

%les, Essays on Nav France, 63. 

"Ibid., 5 1-52. 
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trade and establish a secure colony in North Amcrica. One of the major changes concaneci 

the Compagnie des Cent-Associés who gave up tbeir monopoly in 1663, and were 

followed by the Compagnie &s I d s  Occicden~ies who remained in New France und 

1674 in charge of the fbr vade in New France and West Indian trade.' AU territorial rights 

in North and South America were granted to the Compgnie thus awarding them with a 

giant o r g k t i o n  that not o d y  monopolued the fur trade but gave the Company the right 

to grant lands in terms of d e m e n t s .  

At about the same the,  Louis XW was forced to adopt measures equivalent to 

those found in the French provinces. The form of administration that subsequently 

developed was led by a govemor and quasi-subordhate intendant." The Conseil 

Souverain was estabüshed, fiuictioning accmrding to the Cmfurne & PunkU The arrival 

'6Rrmi Chénier. @&bec, A Fnnch Colonial Town in Amcrica. 1660 to 1690 (Ottawa: Suppiy sod 
S e n i a  Caaada, 1991), 41-43. 

"Amid Vachon, 'The Administration of New France,'' DCB. 1701 to 1740. vol. 2 (Toronto: 
UNversity of Toronto Pres, 1%9), xv-m. Here, Vachon givcs a &aiid view of the cornpiex 
administration of New France hcaAid by the govenior and intmdant. 

%amciin, Histoire <k Québec. 136. tLmclin points out tbst the CollseiI Souverain. with swccping 
powers, oansistcd of tbe gmmmr, wbo acied as iht king's rcp~csclltative in New Fr- plus the 
inte!ndant, bis- and varying mimbers of advison that rangcd from !ive in 1663 to t w c k  in 1703. 

ïk Coutume dc Puris gan bpomnt potbction to women. AAcr marriage, the joint asscu of 
husband and wife wcrr mamgal by the husbad, hmwvcr, al1 tbeir assas -pint pro~trty and each 
had an obligation to tbt otbu. M e r  the &ah of the h u b d ,  and if tbe childhn had not rcacbad the age 
of majority, the wife bad the opporttlluty ta "oaatiauc tbe 'commuuity of progtriy' and 16 carry on in 
trade" @. 402). If chiMhn wrrc of agc, widaws raccivbd anc-bPlfaf the ascts, the baiancc Qband by the 
children. Young drziws a corur8st witb the &u&m doaies w h c  w i h  r#xivdd onelthitd of the 
estatc. Kathryn A Young, "' . . . sauf ks puils et forniacs & ia mer': Mtricbam WOL~KI~ in New France 
and the French Traasatlzuitic T ' r d ,  17 134,"  CHR, ~ 1 . 7 7 ,  no. 1 (March, 1996): 388-407. 



of the Régimmf tk Ccuignsut-SaIikres, sent to demonstrate the colony's stnngth, 

boistered defeuces. '' 
Thus, fiom 1663 on, the wlony experienced the totai reorganization of economic, 

civil, and military domains. Intendant Jean Talon wanted to extend the fiontiers to the 

outer Lùnits but this q u i r d  an increase in p~pulation.~ in fcsponse, Louis XIV sentfilles 

du roi. the "king's daughters." to mury bachelor~.~' 

By 17 12, the colony had extended in ail four directions but the disastrous Treaty of 

Utrecht in 17 13 saw France sacrifice some of h a  temitory in the new wor1d. She lotit 

access to the rich iÙr supply of Hudson Bay and was ait off from the Atlantic by the lors 

of A~adia.'~ Worse yet, econornic disaster struck? 

49~rmainc -, "L'airivœ hi & CPrigiac5" University ofOttma @merl-v 15. m. 1 
(1%5): 11. 

%les, France in America. 90. 

51Dcchêne, Habitants and Merchmtrr. 37. ï k l & ~  points to ~ i o  ~ p s  of womca iminigrants: those 
desthal for marriagc to oommoa Wen and soldien, and tborc for military &cers and tbt élite. Eccles 
d e s c r i i  the filles, as ' mmhgeablc girls whose backgrounds bad bacn invCELigated to ensure that they 
were morally hcaithy as well as pbysidy fit" Eccles. France in Americo, 8û. 

ï h e  ioîal number oi/illes varies. N d  says cstimaics bave mngcd krwatn 713 and 857. Jan 
Noei, "New Fr-: k s  Femmes Fmtisécs," Arlanris 6, no. 2, (1981): 97. Ludry caicuiates 764filles. 
Yves Laadry, Orphelines en Fronce pionmiens au Con&: Les Filles db mi au XVTIe siècle (Montréal: 
L e k  Éditeur Iir.. 1992). 269-379. Dumas m r b r  774jXes. Sylvio Dumas, Lesjilles du mi en 
Nouvelle-Frrmce (Qu&ec, QC: Société historique de Q ~ K c ,  1972), 153. Laad6t places the numkr at 
% 1 filles. Gustave r& Filles rk joie ou plles du mi: Cru& sur 1 'dmigration fëminin en Nouvelle- 
France (Montréai: Cham.rkr, 1952), 121-130. Tbt pain#tcs of budry aaâ Dumas arc simiiar. They 
also differ from Lana& in that h y  h e  doauncntbd the names of tbcfilles, arrivai dates, marriagc 
dates, births of childhn, ac. 

52 me Canadian Encyclopedita, 2& cd, (Edmonton: Hurtig Aibiiskm, 1988): 4: 2 237. 
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From 17 13 to 1744 New France eXpenenced a period of relative peace that ended 

abmptly in 1745 when New Englanders took command of Cape Breton Island. 

Louisbourg would rernain under English d e  until 1748 when France again regained 

control of the f o r t r e s ~ . ~  Meanwhile, in the Ohio d e y ,  France and England struggled for 

temtory: fur reserves for France, nrnllng land for England. In 1 757 England sent 

thousands of trwps to North Arneriq Louisbourg fell by block.de the foilowing y e d 5  

Two years later the foràned tom of Québec feu to Wolfe and Champlain's dream of a 

commercial colony died on the Plains of Ab-." 

GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE 

The New France that grceted eady colonists was a very large country, divided in 

two by the great St. Lawrence river with a mouth about nfty leagues wide, beguining at 

Gaspé and thought to be about 500 leagues in length, originata at Lake ~uron." This 

whims of French mlonial pLicy, and the upswings and b m m v h g s  of French prosperity" and as such, 
reflected the decisions nirb at Versaiiles. Young, Kin, Commerce, und Communiry, 38.42 (page 
references are to dis.). 

%les, F-ce in Amerku, 184-186. Laiim was rChYllCd to Fmwx in 1748 in exchange for 
French conqwsts in tbc Nabcrtands and Madras. 

55 Ibid.. 206. 

"sirnon SEhaxna, "The Mnny Dcaths of Gcinal WoUc," G,I, Histoty 32 (1 990): 13-35. Thac is 
considerable daaunmtation on this watcnbtd in Chdian hisîary. %hama pnMdcs an musual 
interpretation of Wolfe and the Canqucst. 

s7Pkm Boucher, Canado in the Scvcntee~)th Cennwy, trans. Edwarâ Lai* Mmtizambcrt (Montréal: 
George E. Desbarats & Co., 1883), 14. Boucher mtniians that rnlrc Huron was r d d  to as a fksh watcr 
sea. The league is c a d y  estimatat at abait chr# miles. 



enormous inland waterway was the key to tnasportation for the colonists and crucial to 

the development of the ftr d e .  

The geography favored settlement: the river dîowed access to the interior, the 

heavy woods provided both the lumber required for building and game r e q u d  for foodY 

This same geography was largely respomible for making New France exiremely cold in 

the winter and one that received abunchnt snowfails? 

Thus, the idiosyncrasies of the weather were a fiequent topic of discussion by eariy 

uavelm. Father Antoine Silvy provides a clear description of the bnnal wùita climate 

that underscored the coionists' need for sufficiently wann clothing: 

Winter begm in this country in the moath of ûctober and enAn at the close of 
April. Ail the rivers and lakes and even part of the St. Lawrence river k z e  
duriag this time. The iœ wbich fonns is four to five féet thick, nie winter 
begm with sm>w which remains on the gramd untii spriug and W s  in such 
qumtity that there is usually fhr  or five f'eet. It produces m tbis cowitry a 
kind of bad weather unknown to the French. It comes with hi& winds, and 
col4 snowing at the same time. This type of weattier is calied a biizzard 
during which it is almost impossible to walk. Tbe travelers eya are blinded 
b y m o w d t h e ~ ~ ~ e t e d t o n i c h a d c g r c e t h a t o n e ~ ~ t h e a '  

Sett ias were hown  to speak of two scasons: winter and summer, passing from 

"great cold to grcat heat, and fkom pst heat to great cold."' So harsh was the cold it 

S % ~  Ca& and Jean-Louis Mincl, L 'homme e! I'hiwr en Nouvelle-France (Montréal: Hurîubise 
HMH, Ltk., 1972), 15. Cade and Mincl klievt the stnous a d  rapid chan- of tcmpcratun to be c a d  
by the &ects of tbc immense mats of icy watct &Hudson Bay countcmd the Gulf of Mexico, one of the 
warmest, 

6 ' ~ h c r ,  Cana& in the Scvcntetnth Century, 19. 
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was ofien the cause of deah. Pierre Deffoataks found one headstore inscription thai 

reads: "Jean Lamontagne, mort gelé dans Ir neige en rentrant de la mase de Noël.'* 

Writing to her son in Lwisiana, Mme Élisabeth Bégon repeatedly began her lette= with 

cornments on the weather ranghg 6.om 'tn froid terrible" to "un froid d a  plus noirs a 

des plus rudes.'* Différences in the climite between the toms of Québec and Montréal 

were significant enough to be noted by Swedish botanist Pehr Kalrn: Montréai enjoyed 

weather miid enough to support the growth of pear mes whiie the fkon in the tom of 

Québec killed thema 

IMMIGRATION AND SOCiAL fIIERARCHIES 

In the early years of inmigration, colonists came to New France during two 

distinct pends: the early trading paiod of 1608 to 1632 was followed by a pend of 

sustained settleanent tbat continued to 1659." NeverthelesS. the numbers were not large; 

in 1629 there were oniy n f t y  families.' Accordkg to Marcel Trudel. the fh t  census of 

Intendant Talon in 1666 listed 3 173 penons in New France; the town of Québec 

62Picm Denoi*nincs. L 'homme et I 'hiver au Cana& (ppris: Ciallimaid 1957). 101. 

"AB. Benson, cd.. me Ameriur of1750: Perm Kdm 's ThveIs in North America (New York: DOM 
Publications, h., 1966). 1:456. As a baraiiist, Kalm was Iretniy interesmi in the flora d fauna ofrhis 
new country anci made numcrous cornmcnts thmugbout his jainral of& oondition and typcs of plants k 
found. 

 nier. Qudbec. A French Colonioi Town, 182. 



accounted for 550." Douviiie and Casanova clah that by the tum of the centuxy the 

population had increased to 10 000 c~lonists.~ Yvon Desloges adds that population 

growth, however, was neither regular nor eved9 In spite of ïr~egular, uneven growth, by 

1754 the population of the town of Québec had rcached 8 000; in 1765 the nurnber was 8 

900.'O 

Jean Hamelin eshates that during the French régime 10 000 persans came to 

New France as immigrants compriseci of soIdiers,fifies hu roi, prisoners, engagés and 

hommes libres." According to Hamelin, immigrants sent by the h g  fiont 1720 to 1750 

also included poacbers, prisonas, f<na-~nmiers, contrabanders, and fils de f i i l l e ."  

Where a colonist fitted into the social hierarchy depended largely on status or 

occupation. The &te of New France uicluded the nobility, civil officers, military officers, 

and clergy thus forming a relatively closed social suatum." Miwchards and nég0çiant.s. 

67 Trudel, La population du Canada en 1666.49-50. 

6 ~ l o g e s .  A Tenant 's Tom. 193. Dcslogcs bcl*va the population gmwtb followcd ihe same ~JUKC 

as econornic growth particularty during the ycars 1706 to 1713, 1727 to 1736, and 1744 to 1755. 

7 %chance. Lo vie urbaine. 13- 14. 

71 Hamelin, Économie et société. 77. Hamelin docs not cxpbui the t m n  hommes  libre^ thqt W 
been persons who wcrt not iadcaturcd Lachaact ddincs engughs as domcstics, of which twa types 
existed: those who wcre paid a d a r y  and those wbo ribotivab armpcnsation at tbe end of thtir 
engagement, o k n  ooincidiag with their mniagc. kW, Lu vie urbaine, 52. 

n Dr. Kathryn Young explaincd thatfoux-sauniers wcre pcrsons iilegitimatdy UlVOlved in the salt 
vade in Frarice. Kathryn Young, (History), University of Manitoba, amcmuïcm with autbot, Febniary, 
1997. Hamelin idcntifics thefils de famille as m&sirabks, nOting tbat Intendant Hocquan saw tbcm as 
lhieves and lar#nists wbo wcrc advcrsc to wwL Hamdin adds tbat Hoapmt fainb it ta write 
to =me Eunilies dcmanding an a n d  pension of 200 ihms. Hamelin. h i e  et sacidté. 87. 



26 

those responsible for ossWng that the colony received provisions and European products, 

were in a stratum by thedves."  Thy were not, however, universaüy respecteci: Baron 

de Lahontan wrote tfüit "Thert's no Mercnce between the Pyrates that gour the Seas, 

and the Canada Merchants . . ."." 

Historians like André Lachce and Date Miquelon have discussed the social 

hierarchy with dinaing viewpoints. Lochance sees the ordùury people, les médiocres, 

making up the largest sector, a sector that includeû tradespeople, apprentices, engagés, 

ordinary soldien, and j011tly7iiers, foUowed by the impo~erished.~ On the tinil ning of the 

social ladder were slaves, often the ~merindianpmtis? Black slaves were few by 

cornparison and became numeridy signifiant ody  in the last twmty yean of the French 

7 'Bosher descri* mmchcmd~ as retaiien anci nbmiants as u~rpeaalucd . . wbolesaiers pointing out 
that the tenn ndgoçiunt was mort propcriy u d  to dcdcni the grcat shipping merchants of the cady 
eighteenthccntury. J.L.Bocher, "French Colonhi Society in Canada," Tr0ll~4~tions of the Royal Society 
of Canada, 157-58. 

7 'Barna de hhman, New Voyqns to North-Ancrica. reprint dedition with addition of immduQion 
notes and index by Rcubcn Gold Tbwaites (Chicago: AC. McClurg, 1905) 1: 374. 

76~acbaoçe, Lu vie uhaine, 5 9 4 .  LiCIIlDCC d e s d m  îhis social haerarchy mthg that journaliers 
were the most humble of worlras in a t o n  tbost wh6 worLad by the day and owld only k crnplayad for 
aboutfntemonÜrsofihtyearduttothcrigo~~ofwinn. 

n ~ i e s d c s i b c r p s > r s . r v o m c n r n d c b i l d r m o f ( b c ~ n a t i ~ r o < i n g t h s t ~ ~ ~ ~  
"a generic tena for stivt." Eccks, France in America, 82. 



régime." An plternate view of the social hierarchy as seen by Dale Miquelon sepuates 

~enlers into upper. the middle, and lower strata foflowed by a category of vile persons.'!' 

Regardless of social strata, d y  colonists coming to New France did so with the 

essential materid possessions needed for su~va i ;  among these goods were items of 

clothing that were a rdection of nirrent French costume. Thus, many colonins possessed 

the pieces of clothing and accessones found in the homes of the bourgeoisie and 

gentlemen of Fmcecern Not al1 immigrants were in the upper sociai hierarchy; the 

prisoners, poachen, and contrabanders who found their way to the new colony would 

likely possess clothing quite diffetent &om middle class colonists. 

Clearly, the climate was markedly different fiom that of France. In no small 

measure this singular environmental factor played an important role in defining culonists' 

clothing. Class hierarchy also came into play. Since ody t h o r  with sufficient means could 

&ord to hport ail their needs this generaily arcludeci many colonists: "Ofliicid 

personages and those in their entourage wore oniy irnported underclothes. Among the 

working p p k  rare mention is made to importeci rnaterids.'"' nius. as the economy 

irnproved, textiles could k sœn as an indication of a pason's wealth and status in the 

7 'Miquelon w r i e  lhpt siavcs ucrr never a laqy gaip in New Frana and it was na until after 1710 
that "annual aMitim to the black slave papilation in tbe white cdony machad double digits . . ." Dale 
Miquelon, N m  Frunce, 1 701- 1744: A Svppiemcnt to E u m p  (Toronto: McCleiland d Stewart, 1987): 
239. 
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cornmunity. The central question of whether cosiumes wom in Québec were a refîection 

of fashion in France requires sn examination of prevaiüng costume in both I d e s .  

COSTUME ON TWO CONTINENTS: 1635-1760 

A Iiterature review of costume fiom 1635 to 1760 requires a look at fashionable 

costume in France and the costume known to have been worn in New France, specificaily 

the infomtion that has beai docwnented for Montréal and sumwinâing areas, Île 

d'Orléans, Trois-Rivières, and Louisbourg. The long tirne fiame of 125 years requues 

periods of division. How then, is this best accomplished? 

In the study of historic costume, each historian bas his/her own interpretation of 

how a partidm paiod should be divided. Blanche Payne, for aiunple, studies 

seventeenth-centwy marulùie costume by splitting the century into decade but uses fiw- 

year blocks for the eighteenth-ceaw, for faiiinine costume she uses ten and thirty-year 

divisions for the sevcnteenth-century, nom for the eighteenth-cent~ry.~ François Boucher 

uses twenty and tbirty-year blocks of time for the ~venteenth-century and no date 

divisions for the eightccnth-century.g PhyWs Tortora and Keith Eubank divide the two 

centuries into segments that range îrom meen to n f f y  years." J i w o  Laver has no clear 

divisions of t h e .  Indced, he rarely mentions s p d c  years; bis chapters are divided simply 

'%oucher, 20 WO Years of FPPhMn. 25202%. 

-onon and Euh& A S n w y  of Historie Costume. 107-204 (pas  rrCamar .rr to the reprint 
edi tion). 



into seventeaith and eighteenth-~entuna.'~ Jaques Rupperî a ai. as weii as Mme 

LeJeune-Française and L. Lamorlette have approached histonc costume by ad-g arly 

dress as it was wom during the reign of a king." 

This latter approach bas considerable m t i  for the foliowing reasons: during the 

seventeenth and eighteenth-centuries, royaity Eiequently l& th& pasonal mark on 

costume through their choice of styles and textiles; monarchs pused edicts such as 

sumptum laws that a&cteû costume and they supported and cncouraged the 

developmcnt of textife production. Thuq evems that could influence fashion in rnany ways 

might ocair during a partidar reign. Ushg this rationale, the period 163 5- 1760 will 

examine clothing and tactiles using the reigns of longs: 

LouisXII 1610-1643 
LouisXN 1643-1715 
LaRégence 1715-1723 
Louis XV 1723- 1774" 

This important period marks the timc wtmi France estabiished h a x l f  as a fuhion 

force. hiring the reign of Louis Xm fàbrics commonly used in France were sumpnious: 

satin, s i k  b r d e ,  velvet, âamask, and t.ffeta were JI lavishiy garnished with lace and 

'6Ruppeit et aL. k cosfumefimçais, 81-151. Mme U a m - F m n ç c h  .nd L. L.morletîe, Histoire ch 
cosfume (Paris: Editions Raudil, 1989), 81-151. 
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fur." Blanche Payne comments: "This is the century of lace par excellence . . . the late 

seventeenth-century point d %@eterre of Brussels has never been e~celled."~ This 

excessive use of luxurïous materiais ended with the introduction of sumptuary laws in 

1625. laws that would fàde then reappear in 1633 and 1634.' 

Fabncs popular in France from 1635 on were fond in varying degrees in New 

France. Séguin mentions satin but not in great numbas; sik and taffeta were much more 

cornmon and often appear ui comection with garments and Jso for accessories. On the 

other hand, references to brocade, velvet, and damask are scant. As in France, rnany items 

were garnished with lace and fÙre9' It was during this perid that ribbon, usudly sik 

beuune imponam as a mmming.n 

Under Louis XlIï masculine as well as ferninine costume took on a tmly distinct 

a p p m c e  that rnarked a brilliant era in costume history. Ruppert et al. identifL two 

periods that can be distinguished under Louis Xm: the first fiom 161 0 to 1624, an age of 

flashiaess, and the sewnd fiom 1625 to 1643. an age of discrete, yet rich, good taste." 

During the first period, the luxury of fabrics and abuse of accessories canied over fiom 

H ~ M  IV r d t e d  in an edict agahm luxury in 1625, a iaw that prohibited importation of 

8 ~ e \ l l ~ - ~ m m p i s e  a d  LPmorietlc, Histoire dL costull~e. 55. 

8~ayrw.  Histov of Costume. 326. 

9 1 ~ ~ L e ~ ~ m e  civil, 69-70.95. LOS. 116. 119. 130-131. 143. 172. 179. 181. 195.232.240, 
247-248,SS 1,292,298. 

"R T m a W i i w  7 k  Mo& in C '  (New York: Cbsi*s S d n W s  Sons, 1958), 141. 
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braid and embroiderie~.~ niis had an auxiliary e f f i :  protection for French manufacture 

of the same materials 

James Laver descnk masculine costume beginning with the pourpoinf, a long and 

gathered gannent with a high mUar and buttonai in Front. A white or ycllow nig called a 

fluted Hl, consisteci of two or three layers of pleated fabric, starchcd and ironed to fom a 

fl~te.~' The hauts&-cirausses rescmblcd those of the previous reign umil amund 1620; by 

163 5 they feu Sbaight Wce a pantaion. Hooks replaceci thc metal tago for attaching the 

chausses to the pourpoint.% 

The chemise became an UItegral pm of the costume, the neck opening embeilished 

by the jabot, made Corn finely gathered folle or bntisre. The rabat replaceci the earlier 

d s  that were so f8shionable: these wwe very large, decorated with lace, and fell over the 

shoulders.The lowa legs wae covered wdh &.s4=chmLFJes, the haw later shonened to 

bas. For outdoors, the muntem ostensibly coverd the ensemble, although fiequently it 

was wom over one shoulder?' Men's sboes were decorated with enonnous rosettes made 

of ribbon and lace? 
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Headwear was an important accessory for men: the liuge felt or beaver C@UU 

with the wide brim dominated." But there was dso the tqpbord, described by Leloir as 

being similar to a suroît, and aJsociated with men of the sed*  While these were outdoor 

head pieces, men also wore coifires of some sort indoors. The bonrret, a sofl co~mre 

without a brim, had been worn by men and women since the fifkeenth-cent-. At ni@, 

the bonnet de nuit was wom: seventeenth and eighteenth-ccntury homes lacked the lumrry 

of weii-heated r~oms . '~ '  

The brawière, in comrnon use since the fourteenth-centuy, was wom during the 

night by both men and women, pahips quilted or ntr-lined. The camisole, oflen used as 

night clothing for women, was Jx, wom by men over the ckmise and under the 

pourpoint. The chemisette, sometimes describecl as sirniiar to the camisole, was a 

sleeveless linen undergarment that could have been embroidered. Caleçons were wom as 

an undergarment by both sexedm 

The manteuw was elegmt, wom draped on one shoulder during the surnmer. It was 

known by s e v d  dinhnt ternis depending on the styk: the hongrefine was a large winta 

1 %urice Woir, Dictiomnai~ du Camme et & ses occcssoinrs dcs Anncs et drs Étms des 
origines 9 nos jours (Paris: Librairie GriW, 1963) S.V. SUrOit." 

'o l~ le t te  Guüiemard, Los niou <lCi a u ~ n  (Paris: Éditions Win, 1991): s-v. ''bonn*. boMa & 
nuit." 

lm~eloir, Dictionnuire h Costume. rv. "bassj&e. Cgnuyrk, cbmiiraic 
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overcoat with short sleeves; the ruquel also had a short sleeve but was shorter in length 

than the hongreiine and lacked a coll~r. the caban wu long and volumùious.'" 

S d  accessories like the mouchoir and jeweliery Wre bagues are scarcely 

mentioned in p a s h g  by most costume historians. Rings have generally been wom 

throughout the history of costume so there is no reason to believe that they were not wom 

d u ~ g  this reign. Likewise, the mouchoir, or handkcrchiec w u  an integrai coshime item 

as early French explorers werc known to have ban held in open ridicule for the practice 

of "swing [what is] unclean in a fine white piece of linen, and puttïng it away in pockas as 

something very precio~s."'~ 

Ruppcrt a al. suggcst that a rich mine of cosnunt information for this period may 

be found by examining the worlrs of French painter-engraver Abraham Bosse. These 

works are particularly precious from a costume historim's point of view as Bosse was an 

artia with litth imagination and faithfiilly reproduced the scam of bourgeois life that he 

painted. Thus, working with remarkable precision, he gives the view of the exact costume 

of the era. 

Jacques Callot was also a French painter-engraver who left about 1 500 pieces of 

scenes and a i s tom reproducing gentlemen, soldiers, and beggam aiilce. Of partinilar note 

is the costume associateci with the Thrœ Musketeers: long d curling hair, large felt 

'031bid, 57. 

101 O h  fatriciri Didrasow Mflh of a h q g e  (Edmoat611: University of Aibuta Rcss, 1984), 284. 

105 hppcrî a al., Le c o s t m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a i s ,  89. 
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plumed hat, floppy chausses, a poup i t t  with lwse Mices, the CaS4Que cira* or 

thrown on the shoulder, and bots with a large top that folded over.la 

Feminiae costume was essemiaUy made up of a laccd W c e  so low cut tbat it was 

sometimes covered with a rich collar of k. The large padded slaves wae embeiüshed 

with slashes or lace. The skirt was made up of two jupes, one on top allowing the 

underskirt to be seen. The inner skirt was referrcd to as IB secrète, the outer skirt as & 

modeste. 'O7 New France inventories with femùiuie cosfume entries reveal numerous entries 

for the jupe, but do not rdir  to the ïnner ad outer ski* of secrete and d s z e .  

Generaüy women avoided ha& aithou& a large feît hat with a feather, sirnilar to 

that of men was sometimes wom, covetcd with a black Meta hood or afichu, a scarf 

made of lace.la Fichus were worn in New France made corn a variay of fkbrics.lm 

Ferninine shoes were hgüe: they had high hecls and were made of satin or 

bleached skins, decorated with rosettes.110 When waiking under wet conditions the ladies 

in France wore chqines under their shoes, a son of wooden clog sometimes covered with 

leather.'ll In New France* women's &as are not identifid as hawig rosettes, but one 
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pair is describai as baving wooden heels."' There is no mention of chopnes in New 

France inventories. 

The sumptusry iaws of 1633 d t e d  in women using plain WC, d s  and linen 

collars without lace. Mai ais0 gave up iace Md ribbon; thcir wide lincn collus were plain 

or embroidered. Coutesans could not wesr silk; gold and silver braids became more 

rare. ' l 3  

COSTUMEUNDERLOUISXIV: 1643-1715 

If costume under Henri IV and Louis XIiI wu sumptuous and brilhant, it 

absolutely dazzied under Louis XIV .  Under his reign, t d e  mmufâcture flourished in 

France with new fibrics like batistes and indiennes imprimées becoming popular."' The 

culture of mulbeny trees in Fnnce resuited in the Fmch sik industry cumpeting with that 

of Italy, while woolm cloth anempted to rivaI that of Fianders and England. Jean-Baptiste 

Colbert bccame the conscience of the economic nrke in fashion by creating the fint silk 

manufactures in the town of Lyon and Tours while Aiençon lace rivaied that of ~enice."' 

Sumpniosity reached its hcight âom 1660 to 1685 markcd by excessive use of stnped 

115 Anny Latour, 'The M«aintik Sysrcm in the Rcign offmois XW," CIRA RNiCW 7, m. 67 (1948), 
2441. Latour pin& out that Jean-Bapisrc Cdkrt was Compmlkr Geacral ofCorrm~rcc and 
Manukmm. 



fabric, speckled moirés, and gaze pintes en tramparence for women. M e r e m  pieces of 

costume were ofkn of different colors. 

B~tistes a p p  in New France inventorie~ but are few, as are those for indiennes. 

Entnes for striped textiles were more corn but t h n  are no mtrk for spockled moirés 

nor for gazes peintes en trunspueI#:ev aithough some pare fabrcs are shown."' The only 

item referring to " t r ~ e m e "  was to ajupe d'émine transpmante.l'' 

The reip of Louis XIV was the longest mod under study: seventy-two years: 

1 643- 166 1, the perïod of a youthnil king; 166 1 - 1670, the peak of Lais' reip; and 1670- 

17 1 5, the end of a reign that showed simplicity and sobriety, no doubt due to the influence 

of Mme de Mainteno~~."~ As a resuh of the length of Louis' reign, a number of costume 

changes occurreed. 

Durhg the early part of Louis W s  reign, 1643- 1660, s e v d  elemmts of 

masculine costume from Louis XIII continue& rnost notable the ckmise, the large 

cha;pem with the wide bnm, and the bottes that were fuhioned to form a sort of funnel 

that folded over to show the inside? But there were uuK,vations as weU: tufis of ribbon 

l l ' b J ~ ~ ~ i s c  and Lamorkttc* Histoiro eh costuirc, 67. Wilcox cbims tbat. a ~ a r  thc end of& 
œntury, a fad develagad fm hmrsporrnfs of bladr laœ mm avcr cdarad bmdcs. Wiloox, Thc Mode in 
Costume, 179. This pMicubr &race may or may m be d e n h g  to tht mmspwence spok~n of by 
costume historians. 

"'SC~UUL Le cosfume civil, 178.262. 273. 

%id, 191. MihaJghthtentrywaswcemthiscaildbtWstylerrfenrdmbyR Turner 
Wilcox in The Mo& in Comme (New York: Charles S C n i * s  Sons, 1958). 179. 
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were worn on the side of the hûutsde-chatr~s at the knee until around 1660 when 

canons emerged: large decoraîions of fâbric that was -cd aud lay under the knee. 

Sometimes they were starchcd fike a lampshade forcing the fashionable gentlemen who 

wore them to waik with their legs wide apad21 

The rabat that was already a large collu under Louis Xm took on considerable 

proportions. Made much like a coliar, the two sides were squard and joincd in the front. 

Eventually it would give way to the crmwte. 

From 1660- 1 67 1 ,  the peak of Louis XIV' s reign, costume historians sgrec that 

fashion atîained a new height of extravagance, partiCulady with masculine costume. The 

comte du Salm importecl a gannent nom Hoüand that ôecame the great innovation of the 

era: the rhinegrm.'P This new pant fàshion stopped m the knee; tby were so niII that 

they resembled a short skirt. The rhinegruve-ctllotte was decorated with ribbons, or 

faveurs as they were sometimes known, and borderd with lace. At the beginnhg, they 

were considerd a curiosity but soon becamc an indispensable garment for al1 gentlemen 

who laid claün to elegance.'" Rhinegrms, descn'bed ûy SCguin as a "culotte. ou haut de 

chausse . . . attachée aux bas avec plusieurs rubans" are noted for the years 1660 and 

'% rfiincgruve UtCL iîs u a n ~  h m  &in Gmf and asc a h  hioM as p<cicuat brœches. Scvrrrl 
hories for î k  origias of t& rhinegmve ex& but noat bsvr oonfirmsd Barber, 20.000 Yeors of 
Fashion. 256-269. An alternate spelling far hinegrave is hi-. 



1663, one fashioned of &q & C m  the other of white serge that was vdued at eight 

livres. 124 

Like the culotte, the jacket known as a pourpoint was decorated with nibons, a 

fashion item so popular that they were put everywherc. One pourpoint and a satin cape 

were decorated with thirty-six meters of gold ribbon whilc it took about 250 meters of 

ribbon to make the tassds n- to decorate the rhinegrm of a genslemaa lu The 

pourpoint is cornmon in New France inventories, an indication that the fashion camed 

over to the colony.'" 

At this tirne stockings in France were knitted fiom wool and silk by machine and 

by hand. In New France, many invcntory references to &.s c m  be found for this period, 

but none rnake the distinction between machine and hand lcnitth~g.'~ 

Toward the end of the rcign of Louis XTV the wste and gilet were garmmts that 

marked an important evolution in the history of masculine costume. Puutpoints and 

rhinegruves wcre abandoued in hvor of three pieces: ws!e,jus&mcotps, and culottes, the 

j u s ~ c o p s  oflen closed by brLznLdebourg~~'~ 

124 Séguin, Le costune civil, 120. Séguin's dcscription is h m  Iht Dicrionnuim Furetière. Howcver. 
his drawings clcarly sbow thai the dtinegrmte and h4yts-de~huuses are not the ~amc item. 

126~gui& Le costume civil, 60.66, 1 1 6 1  18. 



Costume historïans have oftm disaissed the on@ of the 8ccessories of the period. 

The craviore was a band of Wric that the cavalier wore around the neck. French officers 

imitateci this use as did the courtesans of Ver~ailies.'~~ Considerable mention is made to 

the cravate in New France inventories. One mavufe & cotm was r e ~ e ~ e d  for trading as 

the entry reads: "mOl;rQte dP coton & tr~ite."'~ ï he  development of the cruwie. and the 

jabot, was cleariy connected to the lacc indu- founded by Colbat. Concemeci about 

encouraging the efforts of his minister, Louis XI' made hiniself an example by covering 

himseK with lace. One edict demanded that o d y  the vay costly point de France could be 

wom at In Montréai, the deceased P d  Le Moyne, Sieur de  Maricourt, had a 

granà toilette garni dp point de Fr- identifid in his inventory, the only r e f a n c e  to 

point de F m e  in SCgum's invent~ries.'~ 

Toward the end of the ~tury, the c r m t e  becune narrower and longer and was 

made of chiffon, batiste, or linen. In 1692 the bloody b i n k  of Steinkerque inaugurateci a 

new fashion of note: a band of fàbric noncMantly knotted and looped through a 

buttonhole.13' The sieinkerque, or any of its possible spellings of steidzrk or stinkerk, 

coat and provides an illusiraiion. 'lnt illusaaiion Qcs have the ciassic bg-lilrc closurt of the 
brandebourg. Séguin, Le costume civil, 34-35 

131 Laver* Histoire de la modc, 1 16. 

132S@i4 Le wsîunte civil. 228. 

1 3 ~ ,  20 ûîM Y e m  of Fmhinn, 263. Tht bitle of Stœnktrqut (Wliinmî), alsb lrnown as the lad 
c o m b a t o f t b t M ~ w o s t b t b l o o d i c s i b r t i k o f t k ~ .  Frtnchtroogs,iinAcr1&~chcrlof 
Luxembourg, c~av nnAcr a swprisc pttlrrir by the uwps of Witiiwn ïIï &Oronge. Tbt panic maiad in 
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does not appear in Montréal inventories but there ore stinAerks entend in inventories of  

two deceased women in Louisbourg. La Grenade points out thu some women had 

adopted the fshion and wore sîeinkerques borderd with lace or f'rùigedY 

But there was anothef rieason for the demise of the cravate: the wearing of the 

wig. At the start of the reign of Louis XIV, long hair was popular, due in part to the 

beautifid long hair of the king himsclf. Gentimtn attempting to anulate the king tumed to 

false hair and thepemque appeared. It soon eclipsed al1 other headwear: the demand was 

so great that 200 pemquiers worked at court. 13' The wig enjoys multiple entries in New 

France documents. One inventory shows as many as three, but since t h y  are identifid as 

small they may not have beai à la mode or werc reserved for wearing at home.'" 

By 1690 &me wigs became so heavy, and so voluminous, that it was 

necessary to shave the head to support this .rtifici.l headwear. Their vogue was such that 

they were made of wool, goat hair, and horse hair with red or gold blonde wigs k i n g  the 

the ranks of the Friench officers rcmltaï in the oQZiars drcssing incorractfy: tbey ma& only a simple knot 
in their cravate. On thtir rrnini to Paris, afkr a victory tbat saw 15 000 ofthcirencmy &ui, tbe fashion 
of the simple knat was wideiy imitatcû, with the ead ofthe cruvate o f h  laoped through a buaoahole of 
the jusroucops. Denis Van dm Bmadt, "Les (Ncnhtres &s Bowbon-CondC & Bourbon-Contr" [updateâ 
22 Juiy 1998; ci@ 14 Juiy 1999); availablt from hap-~ .p ing .Wzpin12  133JooadcM.htm 

13bvcr ,  Histoire & la modr. 1 16-1 17. 

lx- Le costume civil. 146. 148. 



41 

most p ~ k d . ' ~ '  Of J the wigs identifid in Montréai, Île d'OrIéans, and Louisbourg 

inventories, none are listai as blonde. 

The wig was also responsible for the diminisihg use of the chapieuu, resulting in 

the emergence of a masculine head covering: the b i i  of the m c m ,  wom by aii 

gentlemen of the civihed world.'" The W o n  must not have been popular in New 

France since none are iisted in the inventories at any of the locations.'" The head was 

covered day and Nght at home as weU as in public.'" Thus, pemques and Rironws 

syrnbolùed the etiquette and taste for pomp so chvuzaistic of the reign of the Grand 

Roi. 

Femuiine costume w d d  not compete with that of men but nevertheless had a 

certain charm. Lace was particularly appreciated for its softness in an era where the 

fashionable fabrics a d  garments were particularly heavy. Hence, women progressively 

repiaced embroidery with fine lace, silk, chiffon, taseta, and gauze. 

Fashionable ladies continueci to Wear a very loose chemise, cut very low, and 

decorated with lace. But always there were thejupes and mantem. Sornetirnes the bodice 

was stinened with whaiebone, l a d  in the fiont or under the a m .  The short sleeves were 

'3'~aver, Histoire & la mode, 120. 

' 3 ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ a n ~ ~  ~7~3vbcrr1bcm~oni~i~iboivnuii~0rtunatc1~be 
dœs not idcnÉifj. lhis cngraving and prwidcs no f- or QeumcntaEiaa. E.4.  Massiamc, "Le 
Cosnime des V- a des CauairiE & B R H ~ ~ .  no. 1 (1942): 235. 



42 

gamished with lace. The monteau wu more simple in design as dccorative details like 

embroidery and lace were r c s c ~ e d  for clothing undaneath.14' 

The monteau became a garmeat thaî MI> ~uxuriousiy decorated and offen had a 

long train. It could be seen in d a p  blue, muaon, or scariet, hvorite colors of the French 

baroque."* During the 169% women adopted the mrsailuie costume W o n  of the 

sfe inkerque . 

During this last paioâ of Louis X W ' s  mien, fcminiae bodices became very tight at 

the waist, were decoraîed in a series of bows and ribbons, or with brarrrdeborrrgs, while the 

jupe underneath had d o p s  often ernbroidcred in gold a d  encrusteci with lace.'43 The 

robe cde c h b r e ,  wom indoors by both men and womn, was a long garmmt with sietvts 

and held at the waist by a c e i n m .  Unda Lwis XTV, the ro& de chambre wmt only to 

the rniddle of the leg and was uaully made of totfe &s I d e s  for Summer, and mofIetions 

for winter. lu 

Bernard Audet has documented casturne worn on fle d'0dians fiom 1670-i 7 10 

through the m o n  of seventy-six postrnortem inventories. As in other parts of the 

province, the f h t  ealonists on the idand had to adapt and develop appropriate dnss to 

contend with the rigors of winter, and to the brienaaS of summcr. 

141 LeJcune-F- and Lamoslcnt. Hisîoin clL COStYme, 69. 

1 ' 2 ~ ,  H i n o i n  & la mu&, 1 1 1-1 12. 

"bwr, Hisîoim & la mo&, 124. 

'%cl&, Dictionnoronnorm th carl~mr* SV. "mbe tk cbmibrc." 



Audet points to the items of clothing that commoniy made up a colonin's daily 

drcss: chemise, ch i se t t e ,  u.amisoIe,justoucaups, and wste. He suggests that the 

chernisette and camisole rnay be the same piece of nirrailine costune.'" On occasion the 

colonist wouid wear a cmuwte.'~ The gilet is  present, the jabot ab-, yet lace that might 

have been used for fàsbioning thejabot was commoniy ünported. 

To keep bands warm, both men and women reiied on the manchon, or m a  

usually fabricated fiom f k l "  SCguin mentions four items for this paiod: one reference to 

manchon à passement, and severai r e f m  to miiuines, one pair made of beaver, 

another pair white and Sied, y a  another pair embroiderd, in addition to one pair of grey 

wool and one pair of green &p.'*Generally, however, th- are few entries for either 

gants or milarlarrses. 

The appearance of the coiffe was cornmon in New France inventories whert 

ferninine clothing was identifid Sadly, the inventories titil to identifl them in detail and 

the reader is Ieft to imagine whether they wcre regional F r d  models or ~ a r i i o a s . ' ~ ~  

In New Fnace, the most frequedy mentioned ferninine garments are the jpe ,  

tablier, mouchoir and manteau. The wwuchoir may also be a refience to the mouchoir & 
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col. an item that Massicotte found in several inventories of this paiod.lsO Auda points out 

that on Île d90rléaru womm wore ody thejupe a d  not the jupon as they did elsewhere in 

New France.'" 

WMe the robe de chambre is not seen in Montréai or Île d'Orléans inventories, 

they are a part of Louisbourg inventories during this perioâ, particulariy for those with 

well-furnished wardrobes. Those were d e  of m I d ,  cottons, and s~tinr~&, 

sometimes lined. '" 
Where the mmteuu is enterd in New France inventories the color scarla was 

documented only once while grey was mentioned ofien. Other colors noted in connection 

with the manteau included brown, blue, b k 4  rai, and @if. The manteau for women was 

e q d y  popular in Montrbi, but not on Île d'Orléans; there is but a single refmnce made 

to the mante414 in Louisbourg uiventorie~.'~ 

In the l u t  twenty yean of the h g ' s  reign, coshime changed significantly as 

Versailles was no longer ruied by a young mowch. Mademoiselle de La Vailière and 

Madame de Montespan were replaced in Louis W s  heart by Madame de Maintenon 

who popularized a v q  diffkrcnt style. Fabrics wae always sumptuous but the soA and 

gracious lines were abandoned in fivor of more fomirl and sombre attire.'" 

- -  - 

'%.-z. Mspieatt. nMauhoin & cd a âe pock*" BRH 35. m. 10 (1929). 582. 

151 Audet, Le costume pupan, 67. 

'%a G- LC CO- masmiin. I 1. 

1 % Gferhaîk Le costyme~minin. 24. 

'%id, 127. 



COSTUME UNDERLA REGENCE: 17 15-1 723 

The d e .  of the Sun King in 171 5 lefl France with a child o f  five years as 

succtssor: Louis XV. Accordingly, Philippe, Duc d'Orléans, b u i s  X I V ' s  great-nephew, 

was ïnstaiied as heaû of state rrsulting in this paiod bang known as La Regen~e."~ The 

sarne qualities found in decor during Lu Régence arc a h  found in coshune: distinction, 

grace, and charm. 

Lu Régence gave a new eue, a new elegance to nuoailine costume. niree 

elements of the Louis XIV era remainui: the jll~(4~corps~ wsïe, and culotte but with 

important modinuiions. The sleeves of thefistaucorps were very open and short enough 

to have large aiftS. The sides were gathereâ at the waîst, LiLe h s e  of/usraucops fiom 

the previous period. On each side, five or six pleats are seen, with buttons down the side 

of an opming. A Mt was wom to hold the épke; this ofkn fell betwcen the pleats. The 

wste went to the middle of the thigh and had pockets. The back always I d ,  w u  made 

of the same material and had the same cmbroideries as the fiont. The culottes could not be 

seen with the habit buttoned but they could have as many as eight p d e ~ .  The bm wêre 

rolled at the knees; shocs haà square t o g  hi@ hcds, and s d  buckle~.'~ 

Under La Régence, a new style for wigs emerged: they beume less volumïnous and were 

powderd white or gr?. In private, mai sornetirncs wom a very short wig; thepemique ri 

bourse became popular. Haïr was oftni braided and hdd with a ribbon.'" 

1s Voung, Kin. Commcm. d Coniniuniry. 34 (pgdchllct is <a î k  &S.). 

*%ppa't C< A.. Le cadm&ançprÇprs, 13 1-13). 

157 Laver, Histoirr & fa mark, 130. 
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The name of the painter Watteau has become inseparable with this @od and 

feminine costume through the roks volantes and the plis Watteau. The truc Watteau 

pleats started et the shouiders becoming lost in the fbilness of the lowa skin. The slcirt 

was oAen so long that it was nccessary to hold it up by M. The sleeves showd vernul 

pleats and ofhm had interest in the prùited chintzes fkom India continucd as did 

serge and &q, gold and silk b r o d e ,  Eanêta. Nankin and coutil were popilar for 

summer. "' 

T h m  is a scarcity of information on costume in New France for thïs period. 

Séguin's work has documents as d y  as 1639 and as late as 1760, but only six for the 

period 1 7 1 5- 1723; Whiie La Grenade studies life in Louisbourg fiom 17 13 to 1758, there 

is no clear division of time fiom which definitive descriptions can be drawn. 

COSTLME UNDER LOUIS XV:  1723- 1774 

During this perïod mascuhc costume kept the three essentuil elernents wom at the 

end of the reign of Louis XIV: veste or gilet, justaucorps. and cdoties. Thejustmcorps 

was garnished with a row of butions on the entire length of the fiont and w r ~  g e n d y  

wom open. It was tight and gathered at the wain with two pleatd side pamls and d g h t  

back panels. The style of the slaves during this period pamits prccir dating of a m e n t  

since the length of the @diminished as the ccntury ad~anced.'~ 
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W o n  under the-cops, the wste was of a Mixent fàbric, and richly 

embroidered. At the start of the cenhiry, it was almost as long as the/u.skmcorps an4 like 

it, was decorated with buttons the entire length although the lower ones were never used. 

The gathered culottes went to the knee d w n  worn without a belf closing at the hm 

with three or four b~ttons.'~' 

At Louisbourg, these habits were cornmon in men's wardrobes. In 1729, matenal 

ordered for one suit was &q d 'EJbeu~ iron grey in color; the suit had fme r d  Lining and 

matcbing ainailligs. Sorne wae so splendid that they ccwld k ciassed as luxury items, 

embroidered as they were with gold and d v a  flowers on ~ i ik . '~*  

Jabots and fiounces continued to be in vogue. The steinkerque also continued its 

populanty umil around 1740 whcn mm kgui wearing the tour & col, a high and rigid 

ornament that flirstened at the nape of the neck and was embellished with a black crawte 

narned soliiaire. The tour & coi was used moa o h  with the pemque à bourse.'u La 

Grenade notes that the tour de coi was dso biown in Louisbourg during this period.'" 

The tn*come was now a universal W o n  item wom with the bnm turned up and 

garnished with gold braid, a buttou, or a jewel on the left conw. It was generally made 
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fiom beaver.'" StocLings were las wlomil thao in the prccediag ceahiry. seen mainly in 

white or cream but shoes rcmained with square-ends, high heels and srnail buckles.'" 

Around 1760, the French rococo style evohred. The jusfmcops became more 

simple with d a  the chemise was wom open in fiont. The Riconte was replacad 

by a sort of hunting hat with a narrow brim and a high crowr~, a hat that wodd becorne the 

ancestor of the f h o u s  top hat of the ninctecnthcamiry.'" 

The redingote, the riding mat M o n  importeci fram England, is mention& in 

Louisbourg inventories, but is absent corn the 0 t h  locations while the sunout, absent 

&om Île d9Orlééans Uiventork, is present in both Louisbourg and h40ntréal.l~ As in 

Montréal, pieces that made up the hobit were not of the same material. One textile that 

seems exclusive to Louisbourg was veiarr & guet0cetOc1* 

Wigs rcmained a fashion item but the bourse à ckwux, a srnall taffeta sack to 

hold the hair at the k k ,  became a partiaitarfy popuiar item in vogue in the mid- 1700s. In 

New France the bourse ci chieveux had ban wom by soldiers More 1700 and adopted by 

the noblesse around 1 730. continuing in populanty until 1 750-lm 
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As part of the d d y  life at Trois-Rivières in the 1740s, Venmtte notes that textiles 

formed a large part of the stock-in-trade of the store aî Les Forges. Quantitics of goods 

included in the shop in 174 1, 1746, and 1748 arc listed, thus giving a sense of the range of 

clotbg and textiies available rt this location."' Vcrmette aiso provides an appendor of 

clothing worn by the wohen,  administmtor, and womm but the descriptions an in the 

briefest fonn; fcw items include textiles or color. 

Ph-hand accuunts show that during the wak the orduury mui in New Friune 

would go about dresscd much like the Amerindian, "in stockings and shoes like thch, 

with g.rters, aad a girde about the wnist." On the 0 t h  band, those of rank were 

accustomai to wearhg lace-trimmed clotha. In L 750, crowo officas carricd swords, aîi 

gentlemen c&ed cloaks. IR 

In the eighteenth-centuy, European-style shoes bad no distinction between right 

and I d t  since both were made on strright Irsu. Styles dianged noticeably after the 1720s 

when shoes bccame lower, romder, softer-looking, and boasted shoe bucicies. Some men 

persisteci in wuring the square-tocs shoes long d e r  they were Wonabk  so that the 

term "old square tas" came to descrïbed those with old-hshioned ideris.'" 

Ferninine costume was softer a d  more Buid with the quaiity of cornfort being 

most important. New names for gowu made their apperruice d u ~ g  this period: robe 

%tephen Davis, 'Up on Yoot He&, Dani on Yair Tm: S h a  FahMn in Ca- a. I 7OO-1 760," 
Costume Sociey of Ontario NewsIetter 17, m. 3 (1985): 13-14, Even t a h y  the tmn U ~ n  d e e c n i  a 
person with d & W  i k s .  
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battunie, robe wïànte, innocente, and sacque. Despite the term, ail were unbelted gowns, 

falling loose fiom shouider to floor.'" None of these gowns are ment iod  specifidy by 

these ter- in New France inventories. 

The robe à hfiançaise also made its appearance in this pend:  a fùll, pleated 

gown that was cut with a fitted fiont. Open M a s  and skirts displayed decorative stays 

and petticoats. Two-piecc garments also came on the scene: a short sucque, or jacket, 

fitted through the bodice and flaring out below the waist almost to the hia. Sepante tops 

were wom over pettimaîs or skirt~.'~~ 

La Grenade notes that while the robe Li &fianpise was widely wom in France 

and made f?om different fabrics of varying values, it is not specifically identified as such in 

Louisbourg inventories although some robes were made tiom the same fabrics as those 

being used in Fran~e.''~ No mention is made of the robe a laJiunpise in either traveks' 

journals or postmortan inventories fkom Montréai or Île dYOriéans. 

About the same time, the hooped skïrt made its fshion mtrance. The jupe, 

sometimes made fiom four or 6ve meters of fabric, was held out by whalebone or wicker 

hwps known as t h e p i e r .  This new craze was rather impractical as two women were 

unable to p a s  togethet through a door or even sit on the same bench.'" 

17?omra and Eubmk ciaim tbir styk d t e d  l h m  tbc daxatim of rigid amrt ctiquette that 
followed the ricniti of Lmuis XN. Tbe loosclfitting gown is somdmcs cited as an indicaior of this la& of 
foCIIlâlity. Tortora and EubaaL, A Sumy of Historic Cartvwte, 193. 
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Some costume hinorkns aigeest that womm's gowns were cither b'open or 

closed." The "open" ayle openeci in a V down the fiont, allowing the jqpm undemeath to 

be seen, offen quihed or embroidered mofe richiy than the overskit. The "closed" style 

consisted of a jupe and a bodia, sometimes a singie piece, with no opening in the from. 

The quihed bodice was oftni boncd and padded d t i n g  in a rigid front. Lacd down the 

back, it was ornamentcd with embroidcries or rows of nbbons on the fiont. 

Voluminous slœves fiequedy showed the lace from the c h i s e  with two or 

t h e  thicloiesres of gradated fâbric providai to give the lace additional volume. These 

were white most of the tirne, and were gaîherad or ruchd. The head rorf, a large square 

of linen, chiffon, or draped silk, was wom rnwid the mck and had knotted points that feu 

into the part of the low ne~klinc.'~ 

Whether the cloth was r w g h  or fine, the chemise was an indispensable item of 

clothing throughout New France, wom by both men and women, âay and night. In 

Louisbourg, La Grenade pMnu out t h  with oniy one exception, s e v d  chemises are 

noted in each inventory; one owner hiid twenty-eïght chemises, another twenty-six.'m 

Apm fiom grcy and yeiiow, cdoreâ ckmises were rare in Loui~bourg.'~ 

A markd differtnce for some items fowid in Louisbourg inventories but in the 

other locations wae chemises i d d e c i  as chemises de matelot, ckmises pour pêckurs, 

'%id.. 6. B k  and blirsbccfcd hb<icr uc mccd fm d~-ses. Tbc lhc&c&d hkK may brvt 
b a n  a gin- 
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ckmises maIrnine, and ckmises bretonnes, al1 references to gsnnents wom by seamen 

and fishermen."' Since fis- was rn important activity at coastal Louisbourg, it is not 

surprising to find mention of thern. 

Kalm obsewed that, without exception, aii womm wore caps of some h d  and 

that "they are fond of adorning their heads . . . th& hrir is always curled, p o w d d  and 

omamented with glittering bodkins and aigrettes."'" ïhey always wore a silver cross, a 

characteristic of Québec country dre~s.'~ When outdoors, this gub was wvered by a long 

cloak in grey, brown or blue. 

Kalm wrote that "On Sundays, colonists would dress as @y as those with p m s  

[whose] origin and social position [was] among the best in the rralm"lu nKy were 

attentive to the newest W o n  but for the New France colonist these fashions were 

aiready old and discarded in F m c e  by the t h e  they reached New France a year Iater. 

Despite attention paid to W o n  and to the increashg availability of clothing and 

textiles, the colonist discovered early that he was compdted to borrow some clothing 

methods fiom the Amerindian. The cairmrs & bois in partidar were quick to dopt  

native dress, Ucly more fkom nccessity than desire sinoe during the winter, travel was ody 

'%enson, me Amcric4 of 1750. vol. 1,417. Bcauôoindaas .ddr tbrt "the rilver cross womby the 
Canadienne at her œck apQears to be alsb cbariacrinic of- counî!~ W." Jaap~liat BeauQin- 
Ross. "Tbt In&ita# of Fashim oa Folk Cosnimc." C . m  FofLIon cundien 10. m. % (1i88): 45. 
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possible by use of raquettes, or mowshoes, whkh in turn reguired rnoccashs "shaped a 

little iike a sock [and made] fiom . . . tanned ~kin."'~' 

A SEARCH FOR COSTUME "A LA CANADIENNE" 

Canadian costume historians like Francis Ba& Jocelyne Mathieu, and Jacqueline 

Beaudoin-Ross agree that the q w t  is one of the primary pieces of traditional French- 

Canadian cosnune.'" Wom by dion in the seventeenth-ccntuq, the ccgn,t was quickly 

put into use since R was particularty appropriate during the winter. 

Back betieves t h t  the tim documentation of the wearing of the q p t  is as early as 

1653 when Sieur de Maisorneuve r e t d  to New France and his "habit était comme 

celui des pius sinrpes hrrbitpncs un cqwt de q g e  grise à là ma& du pys."'" Beaudoin- 

Ross points to a 1666 poem by René-Louis Chartier de Lotbinière entitled "Vers 

Burlesques" that includes a remark concaning ccprots being made like jusrm<~orps.'~ 

'%ancîs Br4 "LC capot canaâien: us origine et uiii cv~lutioo aux xwc et XM~IC siéc~es," 
Canadian Folklore cundien 10, m. % (1 988): 98- 127; Jooctync Mathieu, "Au S U I  des rapports entre le 
cosninie traditiod et la nniL. Le cas du castume fanaAiclLm Ccutodim FolkIum umadien 10, no. % 
(1988): 35-5 1; BeauQin-Ross, "The Influence of Farhion on Foik Casnunc," 79-97. Beaudoin-Rom also 
refcrs to the cupote as b h g  t& nm as tht cupf. J ~ r q u c l i i r  BeauQin-Ross, "A la Li=: SOE 
Asgecrs of 1 p  œnîury ihôiîant DhJsw h s s  6, (1980): 7 142. Séguh dincrratiates ktwecn tbc capote 
and tbe capt,  indicaîing ihat tbc capte was formtrty ciillod a nicrnteau ti capuchon. 
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Back dso writes that in 1668 the Mue capot and green c e i n ~ e  i d d e d  KmiDarians at 

the Petit Séminaire de Q u é û c ~ . ~ ~  

A c q c h o n .  the hood ofthe gamiaif was added later, documentation shows the 

eupuchon existed as eady as 1689.'" The sole rdcrence in Montrial inventories to a ccpw,t 

à cqmchun is m 1 ï50.191 Back adds thaî boutons a cqwt  were in merchant inventories as 

early as 169 1 leading to speculation that the c q t  was now king buttoned. ln 

The history of the folor blue asochi& wïtb the d y  q p t  cui k traced to 1666 

.. - 
when the name capots bleus was associated with the seventy Montréal milrtiamm 

commanâeâ by Charles Lemoyne. Back has exrunimd 232 inventories from the p e n d  

1 650- 1 7 1 5;  over hJf of them identify the garment crplot bleu. 

The £irst rmttmials used for fàôricatïng the crgn,t wtre scrge a2 Poitou and c d s ,  

named for the Spanish town of C&. But d s  varieci; Back points to d i s  ras, codis 

frisé, d i s  à groin, d s  de Monlaubun, and . nds  ddigmmt king used. While d i s  is 

found in Montréal inventories, it is not one associatcd with the ccrpn,t.lW 

Neverthcles, the sin& feiturr that i d d e s  the Cuudian costume is the use of 

the ceinture, the woven belt that held the c(qu,t closd and was known as ceinture 



hicotée. ceintun? tissée. and ~einnnefléchée.'~ The crgro! was wmpleumted by the 

tuque and roguenes to compkte the costume thm g h i  a repmmWtion known as 

"caoadien."'" Back cl* that the tkqn~bwd was aiso an option to tbe W. '" 
In spite of d y  documentation of reficnes to items that mntually made up 

typically French-Çanadian clothing, the first mention of clotbmg "ci b c d i e r m e "  is 

found during the I i u t  perioâ, 1 723- 1 760: La Pothcrie wrs one of the 6rst to note the 

wearing of a c q t  bleu 4 Irr canadienne.'w 

IMPORTATION OF CLOTHING AND TEXTILES 

While mrny picces of clothing were imported, it wodd appear that mnny gannents 

were made by the colonists, a conchsion derivai at by looking at merchandise wntained 

in a connaissement & çcv8aisoy1, or bii of l.diag.'* Doaunem~ fiom the fourteenth cargo 

of 1743 fiom Dugard of Rouen to Canada are particularly revealing? Sisnifiant among 

%t Miqueion, D w x d  of Rouen, Fmnch Trodr 10 Cm& pnd iâe West Inde4 1729-1 770 
(Mon- and bmkm, ON: McGüiQuben's UaivnQIy Rem, 1978), 60. Miqudoa notes tbot tbtrt cargo 
listsarefewhexisrcaocf;orNcwFnactradtbcfooriscirthisonctbatirthtmo~oomplctcly 
documentai 



the dry goods on board were textiles, the most important k ing cornmon textiles, or toiles. 

Bretagne and Nomiandie provided the largest proportion in varyùig qualities depending on 

their end use. For example, fine qualities of hanp were avrilable for sheets shirts, dressing 

gowns, and nightcaps. Flaxm cioths enjoyed an even greater range whae most were 

defined as finer textiles: 

Essential to these consignments was tbe assortment of goods required for sewing 

and ornarnenting clothing: thread nom Rennes, Lille, and Épinay, gold and s i lvs  ribbon, 

aii sons of laces, and goid and silver garters. Knit g d s  were included, partïculariy 

bonnets and stockingo: the most expensive were from Lyon, the most rras~nabk in price 

Woolens were v a y  neuty equal in importance to the hemp, linen, and m o n  that 

made up the gmup known as toiles. Most woolens were fiom Damétal, a suburb of 

Rouen, and were measured by the point system ranging from one and one-half points to 

eight But then were aiso the fine woolmr needed for winter clothing and the 

a 0 3 ~ , 6 2 . ~ o n ~ m a q > l u n i h u p o i m ~ t h n q p M u > d ~ a f m m ( b c m a c f i m i l i u  
point system & by the Hudson's Bay Compny. FM ud Chkcs indicstc thaî each point fnwn one to 
four se& as an indicatm ofManlrct a# rnd wcight, Aika F m  and Ji11 Qku, T h e  BLoakcr C m :  
Unique Canadh Dms," CHU 41, no. 3, (1991), 122. 



light serge that found its way into lining. Wool and goats' hair made up the heavy 

camelots while boM0can was treated by boiling and rnangling.m 

Montauban, in southwestern France, also exportecl woolens known as cadis and 

moIletom tbat were lighter in weight anci woven in narrow widths. The molleton textiles 

were thick, of high quality and came in blue, violet, or rai. The French prized them for 

trade with Ameriadinas but both races used them for capo&, leggiqp, and b ianket~ .~  

Robert Doyle comments that Savary's Dictiomnre cde Commerce, which appeared in 

1730, lists Frencâ exports to Canada that included goods "pur le Truitte awc les 

Sbuvages."~ A nvid description of textiles avaüable in a Louisbourg shop in the 1740s 

reveals that : 

AU aroundhis sbog sîood importai miis ofcloth. Most ofthcse had beea woven 
in the textile towns of France, but same came fiorn Spain, Hollaad, and Britain, 
and even frwn the Far East . . . Coetoas predominatad: t h e  wcre heavy, striped 
cottoas, a uiick rdl of cottcm muslin, and bdts  of red carnelat, a woven imitation 
of camtl bair . . . stacked rolls of tk fine Dutch liirgi caileû toile d 'Hoiland, 
h v d  fbr quality shirtaiakiil& a d  a large amount of the Brctai version of the 
samecloth.. . [asweUas]~batistcfbrncclrcfchiefSandc;ipûnings. For 
more expaisive tastes, [thcrie wcre] a W e  silk and sœne silkai plush a d  a 
substanîiai amouut of lace for cd& and trknbqp . . . alaag with . . . needles, 
pins, and thre4 clasps and book and butîms of a c b z n  shapes and materials . . . 
[wni] yam for tbosc wba kniüaî, ribboas, b d s ,  and costume jeweiiexy for 
decoraîing and anbr~idering.~' 

m~hriadgbêr ~oorr, Louis6ouq Porholts: Ufi in an UghteenîhCcntwy Gawiswn T m  flormîo: 
Macmillan of C a d a ,  1982), 950%. 



This description suggcsts that most textiles were dl kiag importeci as late as the 

1740s thus raising the question of a domestic textile industry. Did domestic textile 

production develop sufEiciedy to play a role in shaping local costume? An answer to this 

question may be found by beginning with an examination of the textile industry that 

existed in France. 

Manuiàcturing of cloth in Europe was an important ecommic mwistsy ofa 

number of regions and t ~ w n s . ~  The French textiie industry can thank Jean-Baptiste 

Colbert for gaihg governm«it support to estabiish such an indu-. As ComptroUer 

General of Cormnerce and M a n u f i e s  to Louis XN, Colbert worked tirelessly to 

prornote the t d e  industry that he saw as a founâation for trade? Thus, not only were 

textile industries encourage4 they were weil established in rnany parts of France. Wool 

and b e n  came fiom Normandie in the north, importai wtton fiom India was 

manufactured in Rouen, and the highiy Jou%t &a patterncd silks wac woven in Lyon 

and Tours2'' Th& to Colbert, lace rnakers nom Venice were brought to F m c e  to train 

French métiers. Soon lace fkom Normandie and Bourgogne, in puticular point d 'Alersçon 

and point de Frunce, nvaled those of other E m p a n  countries."' In England then was 
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intense technical growth and munaous inventions in the tadile industry during the 

eighteenth-century but that ncw tediwlogy was wt aâoptai by F m c e  until after the 

~evolution?~" 

Meamwhile, in New France, industries competing with those important to the 

French tconomy were forbidden. As Kaîhryn Young has explained, the dominant 

economic idea of merrantiüsm containai three major points: 

1. The colonies existecl for bendit of France, the d o n y  was to provide raw 

materials of fis& fùr, and lumbcr. These raw mataiais were thm sold on the markets, 

2. These materials were to be carricd in French ships betwctn colony and France 

thus supporting and incregging the ship-building industry. It hrd the added advantage of 

keeping a tight wntrol on transport. 

3. The colonies were to be a market for rnanufkturad goods; in &kt, a new 

market was created. 

This econornic working of the colony was crucial since t h m  was the underpinning 

belief of a h e d  amount of weaith in the world. if Britain obtaincci more wealth, thm 

France would lose out, or vice versa: material walth would crcate a suprane nation and 

dominant Pading empire.*13 Thus, the manufimure of cloth, clearly weil established in 

France during the paiod, was an indu- the govcmment was loathe to disnipt. 



FIRST MANUFAC-G ATTEMPTS IN NEW FRANCE 

Econornic-bd historhns Wre Joseph-Nd Fauteux points to  Intendant Jean 

Talon's early efforts to establish various rnanufktures in New   rance.*^' Talon wrote in 

1671 : "This year fiom the wool of His Majcsty's &cep which he has h d  grazing here, 1 

have made bourc~can, canvas, buining, serge de Seigneur, ahn0.1 a third of al1 shoes are 

made fiom this coumry's own leatha, at the present time 1 have SuffiCient products of 

Canada to dress me fiom head to ta" adding: "People must be able, without leaving the 

town, to find everything n e a m r y  to the cornfort of tbe settlcr: food lodag, and 

c10thing."~~~ In 1685 Govemor Jacques-René de Brisay de Denonville wrote to the king 

regarding the lack of toiles, serges, and ndqs,  adding thot the land couid supply hemp and 

flax which could r d  in l o u l  domesiic production of Cabri~s.~'~ Years d i a .  Champlain 

had reporte& ". . . a notable profit could be gained fkom the hernp, which the same soi1 

yields without cultivation and which in qd i ty  and texture is in no wise infenor to ours: 

and there could be obtained nom it a n n d y  to the d u e  of 300 000 

Thus, thae is no question thut the land M potential for supplyhg the raw 

materials needed for domestic textile production. But New France wu too important in 

a valut for Caiiadian 216~atitaug Ersai sur 1 'inthstrie, 4 4 9 4 û .  J a a p ~ ~  Grard s îaûh ld  
agridtural produets kn Qes nor dbaw figures for fiax umil 1706 or for hcmp until 17 12- J-WS Girard 
"Les indumies de tranaOClLULiOn de h ~ r u y n , "  M&uges g ~ o p h i q u e s  canadiens (Qdbc: 
h ~ ~ ~ u n n t c r s i t a i r w h d ,  1959). 313. E i r h c r t i w î c v r i l u c s ~ u n h i a p m ( b c ~ a q ~ ~  markinbis 
table). or thch WU iiiaifficicnt p d a c t h  10 cvaiualc. 

*"~iggar, Thr Wonks ofSamvcl& Cbnpûdn, vol. 1.342. 
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terms of the mercantilism policy. Rather than encouraging home production and sdf- 

sufnciency, France prderred to stimulate ber export aode by acquiring a maximum of raw 

materials fiom abroad to supply its own indu- and retwn t h o r  muiufactured goods to 

the colonies. 

AVAILABILITY OF SKILLED WORKEFS 

In 1685, when DenonMlle wrote to the king regarding the lack of textiles, he also 

proposed that the king favor the dtivation by furnishing weavers who could teach their 

craft to the inhabitants. Six weavers embarked for New France but ten years latcr the 

colony was sti i i  at the same pointng Thus, the skilied labor from F m c e  required for 

building up the textile industry had not materialized as needed. 

In spite of thiq referellces to artisans fomected to the clothhg hdustry have been 

doaimented. For example, Hood and Ruddel point out that Iabor wntracts show that 

tailors. seamstresses, milliners, and mant~a-maked~~ were w o h g  in the clothing 

2 1 9 ~ m - ~ ~ a . c a ~ ~ ~ a i b o f ~ a r i m p * r ~ o f * ~  
proccss. Claudia B. Kidwcll and Margam C. Chrirtnur, Suiting Ewym: ï k  Dcmocratizuiion O/ 

Clofhing in America (Washhgum: Smithsoni.n Lnrtiaaion PRSb, 1974). 3 1. 
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indu* but no mention is d e  of weavers or dyersPD On the 0 t h  lu& early cenais 

retums show haî weavers did arist in the Montréai area during this e d y  period.P' 

Artisans like taiiors and seamstresses who Wricated gannents may not have been 

involved in the production of the textile. And while weavers existed in the Montréai are* 

their numbers wae few. On the whole, art imu iike spimms and wcavers w m  scarce in 

New France. 

I~~JDIGENOUS RESOURCES 

Because tht countryside was not prosperous, there is a sense of the difficultiu 

faced in estabiishg the textile ïnâu~try. inteadam DeMeuiies wrote to France: "The 

habitants do not grow hemp because they get nothing for it. Wool is plentinil, but there is 

no market. They have cnough to ennire thcir subsistence, but since they are di in the same 

position, they cannot d e  any money, and this prevcnts thmi 60m m d n g  0 t h  

ne& . . ."= 

2aD~dnenac Hmd anci David-Thicry Rdôci, "Mifsac and ihcmmûs in the Histoy ofQuébec 
Textiles." in Living in a Material Worfd: Canadian andAmcrican Appoaches to Material Culture, 
Gerald L. Pocius, ad (St. John's NF: ïnstitutc of Social a d  Eoonomic Rczea~ch, Manorial University of 
Nmfoundlaad, 1989), 57. 

mDccbe, Hpbitmts od M d m t s ,  193. Cbulnio*, nithg bdvocn 17 13 and 1724. 
adcaawledged the qprliiy dtk kmp and hx bpt aisa n a d  aqs wae lcss akindaai. Picm Fmngois- 
Xavier Cbartevbk H i s t w  md Gned hsmpiion of New F m ,  t~oa. J.G. S h a  (Chicago: -la 
UniVerrity Rcss, 1870). 283. 
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The French knew that the bark of the linden or bois blmK: was us4 by native 

women in place of hmip: after king boiled in lye it was pounded until it beaune sofl and 

fibrous? The J d s  had observeci that the Amerindian women wore bbgowils made of a 

tissue fiom the mulberry-tree, which they spin iike hemp and fia. It is a strong and thick 

~ 1 0 t h . " ~  A type of conon p k n  couid be found in Québec sllailar to that known ui France 

but failed to be of any use.= Wdd cattlc supplied a fine wool judged to be as good as 

sheep's wool, a scarce product as sheep were not easy to raise? Bougainville reponed 

to the Minister of Marine in France that "On tue de France . . . toutes les étoffes, les toiles 

. . ." an indication that w w i  production wu nowhere near d c i e n t  to nipply the 

inhabitants with their needs? 

TEXTILE PRODUCTION: TKE FIRST ENTREPRENEUR 

Hktorians lïke Joseph-Noël Faut- E.Z. Massicotte, and Émile Saione have 

discussed the acbvities of Agathe de Saint-Père, g d y  regardecl as the wornan 

*'me Jemit ReIiahionç a d  A l k d  aocVmenîs: T m &  and Erplorations of the Jesuit Mimionmies. 
ed. RRibcn Gold Thwaitcs (Tamato: McCkuand & Stewart, 1959) 43: 13 1. 



responsible for introduçùig the tai i le  industry to Canada? AAer the death of her faiher. 

Agathe de Saint-Père's mother mmied into the -y bcanng the fàmous Le Moym 

name. When Agathe wu ody fifteen, ber mother d i d ,  lavuig Agathe to raïse tm Le 

Moyne children." In 1685 she manicd Piem Legardeur de  Repentigny and bore seven 

daughters and a sonrn 

Saint-Père's contribution to texîiic production in New France was determineci by 

two separate events in the laîe seventeenth and e d y  eightecnth-nirie~: two evcnts that 

deeply affected the colony. First, as Buniham rad Bumhun point out, a crisis in the fur 

vade developed at the b-g of the century whereby the "bottom dropped out of the 

beaver market.""' Ruddel believes this "resulted in reduced revenues and consequently in 

the Canadiens' inCapaCity to buy imported g o o d ~ . " ~  Secondly, in 1705 the sailhg ship 

*autnu. Esai sur 1 'industrie, 4654%; m, 'Agaîk & Spiii< MC*" 202-207; Émile 
Salonc, La colonisation & la Nouvelle-France (Trois-RNiér#, QC: BorCal Express, IWO), 329-330; 
"Saint-Ph, Agathe & (Legardcur dc Rcpuuigny)," DCB 3,580%1. 

230Tbmarc~0nfliuingdeuikregatdin~tbeaimibaofchildxcnAgashcbac. ~ a s s i c o t t e ~ t s h a  
with "huit cnfànts." Massicottc, Agathe & =nt-Pt!=, 202. Tcssia bas a diffamit vicw and calls kr 
"cette maman & scp cntants." Albtrt Tcssicr, Nenve-France: Histoin rAv Ginclda, vol. 1 (w* w: 
Éditions du Pélican, 1959), 187. 



'Seine' was lost with the yeiu's supplies, includhg ~ 1 0 t h . ~  It was a! this point thaî Saint- 

Père seized the opporiunity to set up "une manufàcture de toiles a d'étoffes."lu But wïth 

neither manpower nor equipment at h d  she was a long way hom producing h a  f h t  

product until she learned of nine New En- weavers who had been capturd by the 

Amerindians. She bought them their &esdom and hired them on."' 

Having found the expertise, Saint-Père was l& with the problem of equipmmt. It 

has been suggested by Doyon-Ferland that Agathe made looms, fâshioned fiom the "sole 

mode1 to be found on the i ~ l a n d . " ~  Thus, the fïrst frctory in New France wu created by a 

Canadienne with English workers in her employ. 

Wfi the expertise to produce textiles and the equipment necessary for production 

in place, Saint-Père was left with the probkm of nnding d c i e n t  maîeruls for weaving. 

The scarcity of flax and hemp forced h a  to take a spirited initiative: she used bark of 

trees. nettles, goats' wwl, and field cottoa for weaving? Saint-Père also used a type of 

%abau chahus that the ship was crphncd by Engiish pirates on the high seas. Marius Baibcoir 
Sointes misunes: Milles petites &ses (Montréad: Éditions F i  1943), 9. Tessier a m  thc ship was 
captund, but rnakes no mention of English pirates: "une crisc sumint vers 1700 . . . La capture des 
vansports . . ." Tessier, Neuve-Frmce, 8. Massi- &es nat d e r  to @mies but cleariy blamcs the 
English: "les Angiais s'anpuèmt en 1705." Massicoac, ''Agaibc & Saint-Ptrt," 2W. Fauteux spcaks of 
neithcr pirates nor Englrsb but of 'la prise de la 'Seùw'." Fautcux, Essai sur 1 'inthmie, xvüi. 

a?=autcw and PauWs thai thm wac nine weavers. Fautcux, h i  SYI 1 'industrie, 465; Andrie 
Paradis, "L'avtncmcnt d'un cl~saunt canadien d'après des &amma du fonds Marltkinc Doyon- 
Ferïanâ," Cap-ouxdiamunts 4, no. 2, 1988: 12. Darvilk and Casamm and Tessier daim that thae wcrc 
eight weavcrs. DauMllc and Casanova, DPiîy I l / c  in F d y  Cana&, 169; Tessier, Ntuvc-France, 187. 



~ o o l . ~  For color, shc borrowcd âye procedures h m  the Amerindian who used rwts of 

the gaIium tinctorium as r d  dye? The thra-leaved heiiebore, narned tiSEoyume jmne 

by the French, grew abundandy and was useà for dyeing wool a fine yeiiow c o l ~ r . ~ *  The 

seeds of gaie, d e d  poivrier, also provided a yeiiow dye for woolen yun.24' Jesuit writers 

spoke of the "universal plant" the cornmon sasdkas as behg prired not only for its 

medichi use but for the bark that yieldeà a permanent orange c ~ l o r . ~ ~  

W~th everything in p h ,  Saint-Père armnged for apprentices to study the trade 

who subsequently taught ohers. Soon twenty-eight waven were producing 120 a w s  

each day und 1713 when she abandoned her man-ea2" The literature does not give a 

Silvy could k rdecriLlg to two sqmmk plants. 

U'TbcDCBpoimraiithstSsim-Pérriasdtbc"waoiiybsird<hckifnil~."'SwltStrr.Agthe& 
(Legardeur de Repentigay), 581. Fautew ciAimr that sbe ussd 'la laiat cies baiCs." Fauteux Essoi sur 
f 'inbustrie, 465. The laine &s boucs is a rd- to tk wool or bair of the biily-goat. 

UP&nson, 77m Amrico of1 750. vol. 1.380. This msy have been tk dye C h p l s i n  rpdrc of when 
he wrote to the Gcntlcmcn of îhc Chamkr of &mumu in 1618: 'As for the nahm of the soil, it is 
certain that it yiclds to tbc native tilkrs . . . rwts tbt dye of which makcs a cdor  sirniinr to cacbntal; aml 
if the said mot wrrc cultivated couid akain h m  it anmially to tbt value of 400 000 livres." Biggar, 
The Works ofSonruel & Champlain, 342. 

*%uson, Inc America of1 750, vol. 1.46 1. 

%waites, ïJiC Jesuif Relations, 43: 325. ï b c  Jesuits nlro ammemai oa the use of mots by tbe 
Amerindians ta achicvt the "moa vivid saria, the brighst gecn, tbe most natural ycllow and orange 
[that cvtn thasc of Europe] pk ktott tbe vatious a h s  that au Savagts procuric fiom m." Relation 
of 16%-57,43: 239. 
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reason for Saint-Père discoiitinuing ber inan-g &or&; as it bas already ken 

pointed out, most questions dcaliag with Canada's d y  textile butory r e d n  unanswcred 

and Saint-Père's decision to abandon her busines may be one of those questions that wdi 

never be resoived. 

About the same time as Saint-Père was cstabiishing her workshop the Frères 

Charron wcre looichg at estabiishing ateliers in th& hosprtal, a hospital that was 

onginally set up by wealthy merchants to assist poor orphans, the idh, and the elderiy. 

The Charron brothers decided to add rrrrmufiicturing to their hospital in 1698, More the 

'Seine' incident, but did not manage to reach the production stage umil 1 705.2U 

In 1 7 1 8, the Ling decided to award the Frères Hospitaliers a bonus of 3 0 livres 

on condition that they maintain six school rnasters to instnict the Young. As weU, Sieur 

Charron engaged two artisans to manufkcture silk and linm stockings. But disputes 

plagued the operation and the contract was annulled in 1723.~" 

A third attempt to establish weaving involved one Pierre Fontigny. He apparently 

taught weaving techniques to at least thrce men who are h o w n  to have ban apprenticed 

in 1745, 1746, and 1751.** 



PURCHASING POWER OF THE INHABITANTS 

Whether clothing or textiles were domestic or irnporteâ, how much could the 

colonist actualiy aSord to purchase? In New France, around 1750, hand servants and day 

laborers on farrns commonly earned 150 livres a year for men, one hundred livres a year 

for wornen. In the Qties, an ordinary laborer received thirty or forty sols a day, while an 

artisan journeymnn could eem three or four livres a d ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~  Chartevoix says the jmrndier 

expected twenîy-five sols a day, "for the reason that he uses up more clothes in working 

than he can replace by his lab~r." '~ Soldiers hed no Mer:  each man received five sds 

apiece every day, which rose to thirty sols for performing a panicular labor for the king.'" 

These salaries made the purchas of clothing difficult for the ordinary colonia, a 

fact that becornes more evident when clothing and textile costs at Montréal are examined. 

For haance, in 1684, a masculine Mit of dry, d ' t l o l '  con eighty livres, another 

was estimated at one hundred livres. In 1 704, a ferninine habit of taffeta cost one hundred 

livres. By 1714, a masailine habit could cos as much as 300 livres, yet in 1753, a silk 

hobit was estirnated at only eighty livres. As for textiles, serge <de Londres cost seven 

livres per aune in 1662 as did batiste d 'Holfctnde. In 1685, drqp d ' W g n e  was valued at 

Zu~harlev~ix, Histoty und Gmml &scription of N' France. 2ûû. 

24 me Arnica of l750, vol. 2.38 1. 
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tifteen livres per oune, with Holland toiles set at six livres per Clearly the cost of 

both clothing and textiles was expensive and beyond the reach ofmany of those living at 

Québec. 



This chapfer descr i i i  the resarch necesmy for meeting the objectives of the 

study. Topics include resesrch models, identification of archival sowces, data collection, 

and data andysis. 

HlSTORlCAL RESEARCH MODEM AM) QUALITATIVE METHODS 

This thesis is a historid study of the civil costume of Qu&, 163 5- 1760. Like 

many historical studies that have gone before, it relies on archivai and material culture 

research using qualitative rescarch methods. 

Clothing ancl textile historians have long dcbated the acceptmce of qualitative 

research methods such as the histoiical rnodel. In 1964, Caroline Budewig challenged the 

home economics discipline to use the historiai method to increase the body of h w l e d g e  

needed to strengthen the fieid?' Mabel Skjelver argued t h  this wihod requires 

objectivity, inteenty, a d  scbolarsbip, adding h t  they inchide al1 elcments of the research 

proceos exccpt eirpcrimcnt.l controls. She dro concîuded that primary sources mua be a 

key elernent and that the researcher is "mrally obtigated to search out aU evidence that is 

251 Mabél R -ver, Tk Historicai Method for Rcsemch in Home Eammh," JHE 63, m. 2 
(1971): 107. 



pertinent to the investigation" regardless of difficult~?~ Twenty yean &r Budewig's 

challenge, Edna McBreen obsaved that the histond method was aill not widely ~ s e d . ~ ~  

Early in the 1980s, JO Paoletti voiccd strong support for content a n a l y s i ~ . ~  

C a t h e ~ e  Daiy who punued an ethnographie approach to the study of costume foiowed 

ber.*' Rachel Pannabecker advocated the ethnohistorical method, introducing the concept 

of combining anthropology and historiographie approaches to the study of past cultures 

within a clothuig and taniles frameworkul 

More rrcently Elaine Pedersen proposed liaLUig a human ecological approach to 

the study of historical dress. In 199 1 she suggested environmental components for 

application in historical costume research that sbe adapted fiom d e r  m ~ d e l s . ~ '  

The litemtwe suggests that historid methodology in clotbing and textiles is not 

only diversifid but exhibits a transitory nature. Nevertheless, Pederson's mode1 appears to 

be the most appropriate for this study as it contains the range of issues rdated to the study 

of costume in a social history context. 

%dna L. McBretn, "Historical Rcsearch in Home Eumou&: A Modcl for Implemcntatioaw HERJ 
12, no. 4 (1984): 540-549. 

m ~ o  B. Paoktti, 'C4mcnt Analysis: Its Appiication to the Smdy of the History of Costume." CIRI 7. 
no. 2 (1982): 14-17. 

Cacbaine m. 'Use of cbt Ehogmpbk Appmach as ïntcrpaivc Sciclioc within tbe Field of 
Home Economics: Tcsdilcs and Clothing as an Exampk," HERI 12, no. 3 (1984): 358-362. 



This approach is M a r  to one fiquently used by g e n d  historians: The Amles  

model. The Amles school, named for the scholarly j o d  Anmies: &01)c1mies, 

Sociétés, Civiiisufioilts, is a renowned but demandmg resesrch method led by weil-hown 

historiaru Wte Fe- Braudel Lucien Febvre, and Marc Bloch? Here. the ultimatt goai 

is to examine the entire society raâher tban aiiowing researchcrs arbitrariiy to choose one 

aspect over snother? The total approach combina economics, demography, ecology. 

geography, and d twa l  fàctors to produce a more comprehensive pichire of the past?' 

Another characteristic of the Annales method is to examine the mentalités of a particula. 

era. This French tenn does not translate dinaly into Enghsh but genedly rd- to beiiefs 

and cultural values as revealed by the o r m i o n  of f d e s ,  etc."' It is essentid, 

however, thaî researchm maicc no atternpt to project idcas h m  the present into the 

past? Another important characteristic of the Amles model is to foais on the longue 

h r é e ,  a duration or hiaoricrl era in a partidar geographic area. Thus, the A m i e s  

hiaorian is cxaminiag changes in pericxis of a century or longer? 

U ' ~ .  La- Neuman, Social Rcsearch Meth&: Qualitutive and Qwntatative Approaches? 
(Boston: AUyn aad e n ,  1995): 392. 

?5erge Gagnon. "The HistoriograpSry of New France, 1960-1974: kan Hamelin to LxWx Dechêne." 
Revue d'étu&s ~ ( ~ ~ a d i e n n e s  13, no. 1 (Spriag 1978): 84. 

%eurmp Social Ue9cOrch Mcthods. 392. TRira SMianovich a b  hhda lia(ruinic, 
anthrogological, sociological, a d  p s y c b i ~ c d  faâms Trajan Stoianwich, Fmnch HistoricaI M e t h d  
The Annales Parcrdigm, abaca, NY: ConrU University Press, 1976): 21. 

%euman, S c i a i  Research Mcrltods, 393. 



73 

The Pedersen modd and the historical Annales modd have many simiiarities. The 

study of historic cootume in the Pederson mode1 applies an ecologicd approach that 

emphasizes the cultural system, a fiamework that is holistic in nature. Here, both the 

organïsm and the ~~~vironment are central to the study of clothing. In the study of historic 

costume, the individual, M y ,  or groups of individuais becorne the o w s m  while the 

enWonmem cons*u of bidogical, cuhuai, physical, and social components that influence 

the selection a d  wearing of dress? Roach and Musa refér to this seleetion and wearîng 

of dress as a response to the aminl and physial environmnts, u>d the human modified 

environment?' Pedersen divides tbis environmerit into one that individuats create and 

change, a human constnicted environment, and one that involves body movements, values, 

motions, and interpersonal reiationships, a human khsvioral environment." 

A major prcmise of Pedenea's ecologicai approach is simüar to that of the 

Annales schwl: the interaction of the avironment anà the effkct changes have on the 

hurnan c o m p o m .  Thus, the human ecologial approlich mcouragcs a researcher to gain 

insight into the cosaune of a region, or pcriod, by exarnining thret broad meas: the natural 

environment, the human constructeci environment, and the human behavioral 

envir~nrneat.~ 
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This ecological a p p r d  is a reflection of the historiai-comparative methoâ, a 

method uscd f i e q u d y  in the study of socul history. A powanil mode1 for addressing 

societal changes, the historical-comparative mdhod is weli suiteci for looking at 

combinations of Won that prduce a s-c wtcome? 

The Pedersen modd, which echoes b t h  the hisloire lotde method and historical- 

comparative method is thaefbre the mon appropriate mcthoâology for this subject. A 

summary of the mode1 use-  for this study foUows. 



Mode1 for Study of Costuw in Quebec, 163 5- 1 760 

D. Human enviroamcnt 
1. Demographics 
a. papulatioa 
b. social order 
c. immigration 

2. Sociophysicai 
a. existing gaments, terdiles 
b. shelter 

3. Sociocuhral 
a. social structures 

i.cammicqstern 
la. trade (within coloay, with Fr=, 

-1 
2b. cl- market 
3c. Cldhiagherbiles imprts 

ü. family system 
iü. politicai system 
iv. religious system 
v. mnns 
vi. laws 
vii. values 
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nie research was wnducted in thne stages. First, an examhion of secondary 

sources revealed the mstume commonly wom in France nom 1635 to 1760 a d  the 

textiles used to fàbricate thm. This has giwn a picturc of costume eqnxted to have beni 

wom in Québec during the sune period thus providllig a buis for confinnation. The 

examination of secondary sources doo involved a search for d e a s  on other components 

of the rnodel: the n ~ a l  environment of 1635- 1760, the physical environment, and the 

human environmcnt . 

Secondly, primuy documents were oumincd for descriptions and ref'erences to 

clothing and textiles. These sources consisted primarily of pomnonem inventories, 

supplememed by marriage contracts, wüls, anâ contracts of engagement as weil as the 

journals of  those h g  and traveLin8 in New France at the the.  

Lastly, the U i f o d o n  gieaned from the primoiy documents wrs synthesired to 

draw conclusions cuncerNng costume and ta&la during the paiod. It is here that social 

history as- of Québec are interwoven 4 t h  its coshime history. 

Spedic archives wen idmafiai as key sources for urfomiiaion on historicai 

clothing and social history reiating to Québec, 163 5 to 1760. Initially, archives in Montréal 

and Ottawa were considered as sources for holdings, but the overwtKlming amount of 

material availabie fiom the Québec archives d e  it mecessary to pursue restarch at 

these locations. Doaunans relumg to sow Fmich ships sQzed by the Engiïsh w m  

retneved fiom the Public Records Oflice in London- 
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The prirnary doauaents aunined included: 

1. I'ntarie après &ès (imnîaire &s biens). The postmortan inventory is one 

of the most respectai documents uscd in the study of material culture. The contents give a 

true description of objects rnaking up tbc material àvüiution of an individual or 

comrnunity including items of clothuig. ?bey sornetimes offa an insight Uno the wealth of 

the deceased through other material g d s ,  monies owed by the deceased, and monies 

owed to the deccased. This is important to the social history aspect of the research by 

which conclusions are drawn concaiiag the lifkstyie of the colonin? 

2. C'traz rde miage. Some contraas of rnarriage mention a list of goods carried 

by each person entering the union: clothing, gems, and jewels are ofken noted. Thus, this 

document gives an insight h o  an individual's wardrobe at a precise moment in historynO 

3. Testaments. Wills often identie parceh of land, livcstock, etc. to be given to 

specitic pmons and specifjr panicular garrnents e i t k  of imriasic vaiue or of s e n t i m d  

sigdicance to one or both of the parties involveci. 
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4. Contrai d'engagement. This contract spccifies the tams of an engagement 

between a domestic and his(her masta. Sometimes conditions cÜst under wbich the 

master is obliged to supply certain items of clotbing: these items are identined.n' 

5. Diaries and j o d s .  These are rich sources of infi,&on d e n  by those 

living during the timc d e r  study. lacludecl in this category arc d o a ~ a  such as the 

first-hand accounts of explorers and adventurers like Champlain, Cbarlevo* and K d 4  

and religious voyagaas iike Father Sihry and other Jesuit priests. 

6. Census rriunu. During the perîd uada study, censuses were conducteci in 

1 666, 168 1, 1 7 16, and 1 744. This source provides occupation and profession information 

that may not be part of the primary document. 

7. Cargo m d e s t s .  Rcgisters i d e  clothiag and textiles being shipped fiom 

France to the colony during the period under study. 

Other sources exarnined include: 

1. Pubiished sccondary sources. Becuue the lack of exiant gumaits presludes 

them fiom becoming a major source of Vuornution, aiternite sources were used. By 

consui~g works of costume historians it was possible to wnstnict a view of clothing and 

textiles as they ercisted in France duriq~ the period. 

2. Periodid l i tc~~twt.  Many paiodicais were consuitecl, pdfularly those 

containhg articles on Cardian dress. 

3. Unpublirhed secondary sources. ihis source chidy includcd theses. 

 rancis ami LUCC ~amcüc, pmr ~'baroiic du coapmc au Cimatiiun 
Folklore candien 10, m. l/l, (lm), 2 18. 



A DESIGN FOR ANALYSIS 

The types of clothing and textiles tht moted in thc town of Québec must k 

compareci with W o n  in France during the same period. Aecordingiy, the paiod under 

study is divided as foiiows: 

Louis Mn 1610-1643 
L o u i s W  1643-1715 

1715-1723 
Louis XV 1723-1774 

During each of these reïgns, civil costume and accessories were examined as well 

as textiles. 

COLLECTING DATA FOR ANALYSIS 

The systematic coiiecting of data began with photocopying original documents at 

the archives in Québec. Additionai photocopies were requested anâ received by mail at a 

lata date. The documents were sorted aiphabetically ud given a working number." 

These were thai Qumined for rderences CO ciothing a d  tactiles, each entq being 

highlighted? The highlighted aitries f o n d  a master dita base of clothing and t d e  

items that is  both alphabaical and chronologkai for cach item entemi. Chapters 4,5, and 

6 look at the more than 3 700 clothing and textiles refèrences found in these documents. 

2 f 2 ~ t s  
obtainedaftcrtk 
as, for cxampk, i 

l ~ r e t r i e v b d d u r i n g t w o f i e l d t r i p s t o Q u L b a c P n d ~ b y m a i l . T h u s , ~ ~  
initiai rrscarcb trip qubdrnappcndiêto the rmmbaandspgearin the tnastcrlisi 
12A,120A, ac. 



4 - THE CLOTH OF A COLONY 

SIFTfNG THROUGH THEi PAPERS OF THE P S T :  AN INTRODUCTION 

The study of clothing and textiia in Québec fiom 163 5- 1760 has r d t e d  in a 

formidable amount of data king retrieved: 3 676 notarial references fonn the &ta base, a 

tme blessing of abundant information on costume and t d e s .  Not ail documents loaked 

at were usable, however. Some that w m  photocopid on site were iater found to have no 

clothing or textile references; in other cases the documents refèrred to regions outside the 

town of Québec. As well, a srnall number of documents were too badly tom or water- 

damaged to be successfùily r d .  Disappointingly, =me documents of particular interest 

were nonexistent, in particular the inventories of Champlain, who founded Québec, and 

Louis-Joseph, marquis de Montcalm-Gozon de Saint-Véran who led the French trwps on 

the Plains of Abraham in 1759. Otber inventories, like one for prominent merchant 

François Hazeur, were expected to be f& but do not appear to exist." Table 4.0 

provides a detailed breakdown of documents retrieved, reasons for rqection, and final 

nurnber of usable doauneent~.~'~ The total number of documents inctudes the cargo 

d e s t s  of m e n  French ships criptured by the Engüdi. The items on board, clearly 

2 7 ~ n r n ç o i r H a z m w a n r i p o ~ ~ ~ a m c p c a a i r . n d a > u n a l l o r i o t b c  
Conseil Supirieur. Active in tbc lumkt and fizhing ôc a h  bad imporîant interestsi in tbt fUr 
trade. DCB, vol. 2, S.V. "Ha#\tr". It was urpaaad that a man of Haam's  stature in tk community wwld 
have had an urvcatory of goock ma& a f b  his daüh. 



identifid as king bound for Québec, were not actually in the town during the years under 

study but form a part of the data base. 

Table 4.0 
Primary Documents - Numerical Summary 

b I 

! j ü Y M d i n a a  1 11' 

The ternis "document" or udocuments* are used throughout as there was no singie 

type of document examin&. The inventaire &s biens, the postmortem inventory, was by 

far the most useful of prlliisry documents and the bullr of the research was conducted 

through examination of these documents. Some others, howcver, also providecl useful 

data. Table 4.1 shows the number and types of documents that forrned the base for this 

study. 

Z ' 6 ~ ~  190 w arc na pimuy doaimciip. m n î  #2. tbc testment for 
Champlain was taken noni D6aimcnts Mdïts, RNVC d 'histoire d 'omcrique jvmçuis, vol. 17, no. 2 
(1963) : 269-286. Doauncnt #135, tk imentuin dcs biens of FrongaS Rucat d ' A W  was bdly 
~gdmnillngittoadifnaihtoiieodHawnitr,rinectk inventorybrdbecni#xndedauiierby 
D'Allaih, duails fccun this sairec wuc d Michcl;Pt D'Maire, MontCe et &clin d'une famille noble: 
les Ruene d 'ltuteuil. 161 7-1 737 (qu6beç: Éditions Hwtubiot HMH, Limitée, 1980 ): 249-252. 



Table 4.1 
Primary Documents by Category - Numerical Summary 

1 cnde et wnre des biens (wfPai d lilf of&) I l  ! I  1 
I 

/ wnre des brens (Yk ofgo&) 
t 

i dcuuznon (-a ofgo&) 

The findings are diJcussed in the foilowing order: textiles, masculine costume, 

ferninine costume, and genda undetennineci Textiies. or yard goods, were 

found to be in both private homes as weU as boutiques and stores: no attempt has been 

made to  differentiate between the t ~ o . * ~  

Not ail documents, partidariy the inven&nies rdes biens, have clothing Listed for 

both husband and wife. Sometimes, masculine costume only is entcred, in others only 

ferninine costume is entered, even though the doaunent is prepared in both names. This 



may be due in part to  the Cuunnne & Pm& the civii code govemhg New  rance." If 

the couple had a c o n m  cie mari-e prepand, that contract may have listed d l  personal 

garments belonging to  one or both penons; at deah, these items often were not pan of 

the estate k i n g  divideâ accordhg to  the Code. Thus, they are not listed in the inventory 

or they are shown with a special notation that notes their exclusion. Fwthermore, some 

documents show that t h o r  persons present at the taking of the invmtory agree to  the 

exclusion of certain items for various r e a s o n ~ . ~  

The notarial references reprisent the transcriptions of ail items of costume and 

textiles that appear in the 118 inventories used for the study. Table 4.2 shows a 

breakdown of  ciothing and textile en-: 

Table 4.2 
Clothing and Textile References - Numerical Stmmuy 

i - -  

i Textiles 

Where available, the value of the items is included for analysis. This presents a 

rninor problem of interpretation concmiing the estimates: sometimes one value covers 

279~fla marriage, the joint assets of husbanâ and wifc wcm manageci by tbe husband, homver. 
al1 th& assets bacamcpuit pro~crry and each bad an obligation to tk orber. In cases wberic childrec wcre 
involved, the fufcur, or guardian, was phscnl ai î k  iaventoly. This was to ensuh that, on ùehaif of the 
minors, aii klongbgs wert itemizui aad aimatai faVty and tbe childrm woulû mccive tfwù righditl 
share. Young, "sauf Ics pails a f- ck la d, 38847 .  
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several gannents and thae is no way of knowing the individual value of one item withui 

that group. For example, one doaiman mtry n i d s :  "This paires dk vieilles chmrswttes 

de coton et derppaires rle bus defil" t h  are given a vdue of six livres.*' It is impossible 

to distinguisb the individual value of the choirsettes or the &S. As a result, footnote 

entries in the charis in Appendix 2 indiute that the value shown includes other items. 

TEXTILES IN QUÉBEC: 1635- 1760 

In setting the stage for ewninùig textiies in Québec fiom 163 5 to 1 760, it is 

appropriate to examine the activities within France for it was there that decisions 

conceroùig the new colony were made ultimately. Before the 6rst permanent senlement în 

New France took hold, t d e  manufacniring in France was akcady mimicking the 

production of the world's great textiles. The étoses of Levant and IUly were established 

in Provence, the satins of Bruges and the toiles d 'HoIh& were produced in Normandie. 

The Assemblée & Commerce, estabhshed in 1602 to oversee these manufkctures, aiso 

provideci subsidies to foreign artisans for fonning a French artisan c o m m ~ n i t y . ~  

But it was Colbert, fiom the years 1655 to 1668, wbo took the entire country to 

new opulence, abundant in merchandise, rich in art and f d e  in goods of all sorts, 

neglecting nothing in accü~~tizing France to the industries of other c ~ u n t r i e s . ~  And with 

the samc a re ,  and the srw md, be p u s k i  reguiations to their outer limits: by 1669 fifty- 
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nine regulations governeci the prduction of textiles. For exarnple, the dqps  of Rouen and 

Damétai, the serges of Beauvais and Orléans were regulated by edict to be one wide, 

twenty to twenty-one mmes long. Recommeiidations for other textiles were similar? 

No las important were the regulatiotu concenrllig dyeing. By the seventeenth- 

centwy, some of those regulations were already 300 years old, govtrning dyers of SUC, 

linen, and wool. Some textiles could only use the best dyes to m a t e  le grcd feint, while 

they reduced o h  to mediocre dyes for le petit teint. The pastek of Luiraguùs, wode, 

indigo and pastel d'kcarlirte wae restricted to the dyen of k gnind teint while mit shells, 

walnut and sumac baric could be used for le petit teim as weil as for le r d  teint? The 

samc hand of Colbert that sbiped the t d e  Uidumy in France would ultimateiy touch the 

new colony to the West. 

SNIPPETS OF LANGUAGE 

Textiles were shipped to Québec rnainly in bulles and each r e p r d n g  a 

container of varying sUe. Once the mauiaerr wcn opened, textiles were accounted for in 

aunes and in tiers. Some spacified the h q p r ,  or width, a d  the site was often the result 

of a regulation. The value of hwo t d e s  baring the same ~ m e  might dina by as little as 

one sol mPking the r a d e r  question the d diffaaica in qualiîy t h t  must have been 

visible to the eye, or to the fd of the hanci. 



BALLE 

The balle was a iarge container gtllerdy used for shipping fabric. A balle of 

warse toile weighed 300 or 400 livres, wwhüe a W e  of raw si& weighed 400 livns.* 

This rnay have ban the prdcned container for shipping both clothhg and textiles as 

ships' cargo Lists show many &a: on board Le Superbe when she was captured w a e  

four balles ofccToille & lo Chataignie?', one of "Caflemancte de Lille", and one bulie of 

Lyon rnerchandi~e.~ A similar fkte of capture awaited Le Mntonge whose cargo 

included a &lie of "tozlles, caIIemande, cotton des Inrdes, mouchoirs & cholet, hwts dk 

C d t m  " and owtha bulle with '%anansé, foilie de Morloir, ,fil u c d e ,  mouchoirs & 

chofet, toille & Conon et Bas &@s" .m 

C'..SE 

The has ban  described as a large box made of fir or other soA wood used 

for the easy transportation of macharidise to avoid spoiiage or contamination. It was 

ofien used for toiles rnd for fruit iike oranges? The c4i.w is hown to have held at least 

%&ta d d'Alcm)im Encyclopédie tm dictiomttairr misonné dcs sciences &s arts et dcs 
métiers, 6 vols. (175 1; h9rint, New York: REPdCX Micmpini CMporatioa, 1969): SV. '%ailew. 
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150 livres since one cargo list included "cent Livres Etofles de Soye et cinquante Livres 

Estofls".+" 

RER 

The tier was a measure usui in coMCCtion with both the lengtb and the width. 

Some textiles were noted to lx an aune in width but rnost would, in fàct, be rneasured by 

tiers. C a f m d ,  camefo~, and bouramn wae  two tiers wide, or twenîy-nine inche~.~'  

Velours, moires, several Weios and oother fàbncs of alk, gold, and dva were close to a 

halfaune in width, as were fàbrics of wool and cotton? 

LIRGEUR/L~RGE 

The width, called bath largeur and ùuge, varied with textiles. An aune in widîh 

was less cornmon than other rneasures Iike a haifoune, or five-eighths. 

coupohr 

When the tam coupon is used in connection with a t e ,  it is r e f h g  to a 

remnant. It was g m e d y  a s d  piece of fabric sold in its eotinty at a raiuced ~aiue?~ It 
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appean, though, that the laigth of the coupon varieci ccmsidcrably. For example, in one 

inventory the notary das to Icngths of one aune, thrce and one-hiltounes and eight 

arnes ail as cmporrs?" The term c o u p  cwld dso re fb  to picces of clear batiste. 

orduiarily of two armes, which w m  sent h m  Picardie in s d  square packets covaed 

with brown paper? 

LmNw&os 

A few inventories id- costume items and textiles ushg a number. For enample, 

there are entries for "une piece mrisé No. 23", "une piece Wgre No. 11 77 ", and "une 

piece M'et No. 3 736" in 1728; in 1756 enVies r d :  "neuf &naaiines de gatom de fil 

d'holknk numero pente" followed by W u x  M n e s  dito mrmero quinze3'- This 

inventoiy dso shows an entry that pointed out the la& of a numbcr: "&ux pieces 

&Etamine &mieas suns mmero". There arc also refèrences to "mouchoirs & Rouen No. 

2" and "m~tlcisoi~s & Rouen No. 3", with additional nitries havhg numbers up to No. 

7? NO expluution for thïs numbering systcm couid be found. 
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TEXTLES IN QUÉBEC: A LEMCON EMERGES 

During the 1635-1 760 period only naturai fibres existeci: wool silk, flax, hemp, 

and cotton formed the greata numba of individual textiles ttiroughout the periodr" From 

the common serge to the dekate mousseline to the intriguing sipéculorion, each u9s 

unique in its own right whethcr by vhue of wcave, fibre content, or place of manufâctum. 

Two hundred and six varieties of cloth that could be used for civil costume were 

identified in Québec documents h m  1635 to 1760.= How best, then, to approach the 

examination of these t d e s ?  

The solution is to class* them alphabetidy to form a glossary of terms. This 

approach dows fibre, weave, and place of man- to be discussed and dows local 

and global issues of trade and regulnions to be examinad. The alphabetid approach has a 

side bmefit of giving fùture m c h e r s  an easy r n f m c e .  

One problem arising with the alphabetid approrch is detennining where m e  

textiles should bc aiph.betidy pliced. The practice of the seventeenth and cightemth- 

centuries was oRen to da to a textile by its region or tom of manufbcture. That is  an 

mtry might r d  "um chemise & B e a u j d  meaning the t d e  was a toile de &cltlfwt. 

Because the origin of the tmde was ofken connectd to its fibre content or weave, those 

living during the period iikdy needeâ little a r p l d o n .  Today's radet, however, may not 

comect in the same wax the inchation may be to look for the type of textile h t  m e r  
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than iocation. Thus, the glosuuy bas ban or- by textile nrsf location second. 

Those textiles that t e k  to both location and fàbric such as Cadis, Mazamet, and Mesle 

are Listeci under the proper name. 

Table 4.3 lists the texfiles alphabtticatly and identifies the reign in which they 

occuc~ed. A colwnn bas been included to indicate the fibre content wherc it is known. 

Ofken the textile was made fiom ciiffirent ares; in other cases, more than one fibre was 

used. 

The speiliug of the tenite useâ is the one lcnown today. spehgs givm in the 

documents Vary wildîy. even within the sune document writtm by the same no-." 

Where a textile has been entered as uumge it is deoignatd by the letter T; where the 

textile has been found in clothing it is derignated by the letter C. La addition, each time 

fiame has a colurnn w k e  the fibre content is idenufieci. It is worth noting that in some 

instances the fibre content of a tactile changes with the cmtury oo that one textile in the 

seventeenth-caiauy is not identid to the textiie by the same name in the eightanth- 

century. Table 4.3 bcgias on the following page. 

299 As an Q I B ~ P ~ .  in Qcumena Y 1 17 ibe wtuy spllr tbc tcxtilt moicrwlirrc as moysscIine, 
mouselinne, and mmseline. 
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'WE FABRIC THEIR LIVES 

Smooth or rough, shiny or duli, sofi or coarse, the contrashg word pairs used to 

describe the characteristics of a textile is considerable. Equaiiy broad is the number of fibre 

mixtures possible. And while 206 textiles have been identifid overaii, not al1 appear in 

each period d e h e d  by the reign of a king. An examination of each period and the types of 

fibres used independentiy as well as in mixture is usefid for a more in-depth study of the 

textiles used in Québec fiom 1635 to 1760. 

1 63 5- I 643 : TEXTILES UNDER LOUIS XIII 

The types of fibres used in the textiles entered for this pcriod are not numerous. 

The period of tinie, at eight years, is brid and the number of p h a x y  documents available 

is not great. There were no notarial entries during this pcriod for textiles as yard goods. 

In Table 4.4 and subsequent tables, the column headed "Number of Textiles" refers 

to the nurnber of ciiffient textiles found that were fàbricated fkom a specific fibre. Thus, 

fiom Table 4.4 we kmw there were thrce diff«ent textiles made fiom wool found in 

documents used for the 1635- 1643 period. nie chsification of "unknown", in this and 

subsequent tables, means that a definhion that includes the fibre content could not be 

found. 



Table 4.4 
Fibre Content of Textiles 1 63 5- 1 643 

As Table 4.4 shows, more textiies were made fkom wwl than any other fibre, 

dthough cotton, when cuunted in mixture with other fibres, is equal in number to wool. 

Table 4.5 
Fibre Content of Textiies 1643- 17 15 

l I 
/ W W ~  j 28 j 1 

It has already been pointed out that the influence of Louis XIV on the textile 

industry was profound. As Table 4.5 shows, the n u m k  of difl'erent textiles in this Wod 
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are not only numerous but vuy g r d y  by the mixture of fibres used. Wool continues to be 

the major source for textiles, followai by silk. 

Table 4.6 
Fibre Content of Textiles 17 1 5- 1 723 

hiring this period, siik repiaces w d  as the most f?qumtly found textile. Conon, 

and cotton mixtures rcrnain about the sum as the previous period whiie flax and hanp 

textiles show an hxease in appearances. 



Table 4.7 
Fibre Content of Textiles 1 723- 1760 

The nu* of dinerem textiles made nom siik increases considerably during tbis 

period. N i e e n  new silk-based textiles have been added whiie wool-based textiles have 

increased by ten. 



Table 4 -8 
Surnmary of Textile Fibre Content 163 5- 1 760 

For the fht eighty years, up to the pcrïod of La Régence, textiles made fiom wwl 

were the most firequently used. From the La Régence pcriod to 1760 sük-based textiles 

MAJOR TEXTILE GROUPS 1635- 1 760 

In exaniining the cornpletc list of textiles in Table 4.3 six major name groups 

emerge: unnelot, &qp, eîamine, serge, Wetkas, and toile. These six groups are worthy of 

deeper investigation. A map of France on the foîiowing page identifies confirmeci locations 

where these textiies and those identifid in the glossary wcre known to have onginated. 



Map of France-showing textile manuficturing locations identified in this thesis. 





- Map of France sho$ng textile nlyiufacturing 1ocations.identified in this thesis. 





CmneIot originated in what is now r e f d  to as the rnid-East, Kurdistan king 

one of the man-ng locations. in Armenia it was a serge made fkom the hair of 

camels and goats, lata becoming mixed with SUC. In China and oriental Asia it was woven 

white. 

Euopean camelot began in the thirteenth-century as a woolen or mixed fabric and 

came fiom a variety of laaies. In the eightd-century cameiot was made of wml or of 

goat hair and was dyed in the yam. In France, it was made at Amiens, Arras, and 

Bnixelies. A coarser and infior -elor was prduced at ~ u v a g e . ~  in times of peace, 

cmneloi was imported from Hoiland and England; those were used according to their 

qualities and variaies, some of tbem findïng thcir way into masdne and feminiae 

costume.= 

In Québec, a a e l o t  was found as amge fkom 167 1 through to  1756 in red, blue, 

and brown as weii as kmg striped? Its use in mrruline and fmiinine garments was 

widespread: from smalltr garments üke the tamil, cmps, and cufotte, to Iarger gammits  

such as q p s ,  habits, masculine and ferninine rnQIlteaux,jupes, and robes dp c h b r e .  

The value of the ccyres is particularly notable as they range fiom six livres in 1723 to 

fifieen livres in 1750. Was this a fiinction of a fluctuating !Me or was the difference in 

values subject to the avaüabüity and quality of the canelot? 
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Camelot mgbise. No dchition for this textile d d  be f o d .  As a yard good, 

camelot anglaise was found once, in 17 19, where it was identifid as one tier in width and 

valued at two livres per aune? No g u w m s  were found d e  of this textile. 

Camelot de Brurelles. Made of wool or goat haïr, camelot was made at Neuville- 

l'Archevêque, dit de  BruxeUes. A number of coarse and iderior varieties were woven at 

this location? There is one refetencc to this textiie as a yard good: in 1724 three pieces 

were iisted. Cimelot dk Bruxelles was used for a habit in 17 17 and for a camail in 1756 

where it was identifiai as r n a r ~ n . ~  

Camelot d'Hollanrde. No definition for this textile could be found. Camelot 

d'HolfQItcde appears in the documents in 167 1 and 1688. Both times it was shown to be 

black and one of the entries specified it was to make ajupe.= This textiie was found in 

items that lead us to believe it was a heavy fabric: brhbourg ,  cape, and jupe. Both the 

cape and jupe identified the color as biack? 

Camelot indierme. No definhion for this textile could be found. In 1724, this fabric 

was show in separate entries, both thes  indicating the textile was in half ~ u n e s ~ ' O  It is 

ciifficuit to imagine the use a colonist wouid have for a haîfaune of this textile. The 
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adjective indienne suggests it may have bem a lighter fkbric; if this was the case, it may be 

used for a number of item including mouchoir & ml orflchu. No guments were found 

made of this textile 

DRAP 

Centuries ago. ail fàbric except toile and mousseiine were d e d  &q. Even 

velvets were referred to as &ip. The fabrication of &ap Iics in the vcry old tradition of 

raishg sheep as it is asSOCiLIted Jmost aclusiveiy with wool. Entire regions and uMr 

cidirations have beai marked by the fabrication of &qp, partiailady in the north of 

France.311 Hardouin-Fugier et ai. point out that &cp was wovcn in eau then dyed in the 

piece in grey, green, purple* scark, black and b~ue-grrai.~'~ Since it wur dso aviilrble in 

white, it may be presumed that the ecru &cy, was bleached to lfhieve the white 

appearance - 

Three colors were wted: coffct, musk. and bl~e."~ G a n w i t s  found to be made of 

drap were less colornil: the dominant cdor was brown foiiowed by grey and black. The 

majority of ganneiits using &q were found as nin.cniline costume: justaucorps, mlottes, 

lklou. Dictionnaim du costume. SV. "dnp." 

3 1 2 ~ - ~ ~ *  u ai., les Étofless. rv. "thp." 

"'~ppidix 1, US. W76. #8û. W135, WL4û.  



casaques. manteau, habits?" As a brightcr color, &op was found once when it was used 

to make a red 

D r q  d Ingleterre. No definition for this textile could be found. One inventory in 

167 1 shows aumge for &cp d'Angleterre, both entries identifjriag the yard goods as 

red316 In 163 5 Champlain o d  an hobit of &ap d Yngleterre; another habit of this 

textile was found in 1665. In 167 1 there was a jupe of red &ap dlngleterre enterd in an 

inventory ."' 

Drap ak Berry. No definition for this textile wuld be found. A serge, known to be 

associated with Berry, may be the fabric rdened to in the sole aiay for &qp de Berry. It 

was found in a 1665 uMmory where a grey justarrcorps was made fkom this textile?" 

D r q  canneîle. Although this k the speliing found in the doaimemts, it may be a 

reference to &ap cannelé, a silk textile woven with two sets of warps, one containing a 

single yam t b t  formed the foundaîion, the other a ply yarn that floated over eight filluigs 

to form a srnail rib.3'9 Nor can it be definitively be d e d  out thaî the notary was rderring 

to the color cmutelle, or cinnarnon, as there are clear rcfercnces to this color in other 

"'Phyllir ToMR a d  Ibben S McrlrtI, Fai~:hild's Dictionary of Textifes* 7"' ad. (New York: 
Fairchild Riblications): S.V. "dnp canneiCn, 
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garments. There were no referaces to dhp crmnelé as a yard good. In 17 18 an habit 

consisting ofjtlSIOUcorps, mfotze, and wste was made of &qp ~catefle.~'lO 

Drap & Chypre. Hardouin-Fugier et al., refêr to a satin & Chypre wôich 

appeared at the beginniog of the eighteenth-century. Because the tenn &qp was used in a 

genenc manner, this d d  have bccn the firbric known as mn & Chvpre. No yard goods 

were found for this textile but in 1756 a mantelet de &qp a2 Chypre was recorde- in one 

Uiventory."l 

Drqp & thi l .  No dcfinition for this textile could be found. Bq & c h i f  was not 

entered as a yard good in the documents but in 1693 there was an entry for a justmcorps 

and culottes made h m  tbis textile.322 

Drup d'Elbeuf: Elbeuf had a long history of textiles, nnt developing its industry in 

the tweifh-century. Eventuaüy a royai priviiege was gnmed whereby Elbeuf couid 

fabricate & q s  of a large width, known as cinq-quarts, which they proâuced until the 

edict of Nantes in 1598.= In the eightecnth-century Elkuf was the recipicnt of yet 

another decree to speclllùe in making sturdy, m i h r y  &y>s. green drapons, and 

3 ~ e d ~ a i ~ ~ i b c ~ u l p r m ( s ~ à v i l ~ a r i t b ~ ~ l i ~ . ~ l ~  
Frmce in America, 12. Wbtn the &ct was rcvalced in 1685 somt 200 000 Hugue~U went into cxik, 
many gohg to Enghd, in prricular to the a d  s i k  inmiarlr. JL. Finlay* Re-Confi&mtion 
Canada: î%e SINcture of Canodlan Histmy to 1867 (Scârbonwish, ON: nCnti~~-Ehli IOC., 
1990): 80. 
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écmloes?' No yard goods were found enterai in the documents. "ikre was one 

reference to &qp d'EIbeufI in 1749 a pcich k b i ~  m d e  of thk âbnc was r n e n t i ~ d . ' ~  

Drap d'Espagne. In the seventeenth-centwy a &ap d e d  E p q p e  was woven in 

a width larger th.n an aune: 1.77 m.* ïhere wae  no entries for &qp d*Espripne as a 

yard good. A singk reférence to the textiie wu in 1679 whm an hobit was found to be 

made from &qv d * ~ ~ . 3 n  

Drop d mHo~Id. No definition for this textile could be f d .  The one reference 

to this textile as atba yard good or in a gament wu in 1672 whcn an hobit was found 

made of &qp d 'H~Ilanrfe.~~ 

D r q  <Ic Lodtw. Laave was one of the great wool centres of Languedoc that 

produced coarser &aps in grey Md white wool dit pys. Lodève prospcred in the arcna of 

exportation und the eightecnth-century.* in 1726 more than fony aums of &qp do 

M è v e  were entercd in one in~entory.~~ No gannents were found to be mode of thïr 

textile. 

'**Hardauin-~ugict ct ai., les Étofles, S.V. "ERd". 

3B~ppcnd ix  1. #153. 

S26Hardaiinqugicr et ai., les É t o ~ e s .  S.V. "~_cr#mic~. 

mw 1. #Sa. 

1, #48. 

'29Harbaun-~ugkr a al., les Étofles. S.V. "Irvlkc". 

3 m ~  1. #120. 
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Drap de Mmoc. Despite its nune, &qp de Mmoc was a w d e n  serge produced in 

Rouen."' One r e f i  to this textiie as a yard good was found in 1756 for twenty-thra 

aunes.332 In 1732, an habit and culottes were found to be made of &qp de Mmoc; the 

sarne négoçimt who owned the yard goods in 1756 dm owmd a w e  of this fabric? 

Drap & SaintJean. T h m  are four locations where this textile may have ban 

made: Saint-Jean-d'Angély, Saint-Jean-des-OKères, Saint-1ean-a-roy- and Saint-Jean- 

la-bussière?' One anry for aunoge was found in 1 ï26? Two entries show the use of 

this textile in garments: ajuamcapr and wste in 1726. and a redingote in 1734.~~ Use of 

&ap de Saint-Jean in the latter garment suggeds it was a sturdy, heavy fabric suitabk for 

outdoor clothing. 

E T ~ I I N E  

Étumine was a very popular and very simple fibnc but aiso one that was the 

subject of numerous reguiations. In the seventeenth and eight-th-centuries étamine was 

produceci in a number of centres, each locale f sbr idng  the textile differently. At Lyon 

and Avignon, étamine was made completeiy of silL; at Reims, an euimine of wool was 

33 1 Hardouia-Fu* et ai., fes É~ofles, S.V. "Marocn. 

')*~ppndu 1,1164. 

"Appodix 1. Y128, 1164. 

'UHardouin-~@a n aï.. ies hogis, S.V. "Saint-Jan". 

3 3 s ~  1, W120. 

3"~ppmdix 1. 1120. Y132. 
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used for religious v d s  and black robes JiLe; at Alençon, Anger, Amiens, and Bazancourt, 

wool and silk were W. Étamine remained a fobnc of various nbres into the twentieth- 

~ e n t u r y . ~ ~ ~  

The popularity of éfomine is cvidcnt in the Québec documents: there were twenty- 

nine entries for this textile where munûacturing Ida were identified as Cadis, Nantes, 

and Amiens, the latter suggesting it was a wool and silk combination. From the Grst entry 

in 167 1 to the last in 1757, colors included white, brown, Cappucine brown, black, and 

rn~ttled.~~' One of  the maies for éfcanine cogn<ic may be refming to cogmc eitha as a 

color or as a p h a i l a r  type of eurniine since Cognac was one of the centres in Saintonge 

where wwlen Wrics were w o ~ e n ? ~  

Masculine, ferninine, and chiidren's costumes were made fiom étamine, for both 

indoor and outdoor ganaemts. Thae w m  habits and monteaux for men, cqes9 jups ,  and 

manteaux, robes, and robes cde chambre for womenw One child's manteau, described as 

being for a five or six-year-old, was aiso mide of é t ~ m i n e . ~ '  

Étamine d 'Amiem. No definition for this textile muld be found.This textile was 

entered in inventories in 1 72 1, 1 728, and 1756. The latter inventory specified the étamine 

in one entry as dP &ne &Amiens, in another as & soye d'Amiens indicating lhpt two 

- - - . . . -- - 

337 Hardaria-Fu* d al., les Étoges7 SV. 'étmnia~~ 

'=Appadix 1, WI5. #76.Y80. #%, Ylûû. X l l O A ,  # I l l ,  #l13. Y115. $117 Y118, W164, Y18û. 

33 qfuQuin-~ugicr et PL., les Étofles, S.V. Lcognacw. 

1,#93. #97. #10.  Y105. #106,#110A, Y l l l A ,  W112. 

Y 1 ~  1, Y94. 
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dinèrent fibres wne  being used to ma~lufkturc the No garments were found 

made of etmine d Ymiens. 

Étamine mghise. N o  definition for thir tadile could be found. This textile only 

appeared once in Québec documents. in 1715 whm it wu describecl as bang ~Uiped.~' 

No garments were found to be made of eianrine anglaise. 

Étamine & Cadis. No definnion for this textile could be found. This textile was 

found once in the documents where it was &own to be white in c o 1 0 r . ~  The same 

document provides the singie rcfenace to a garment d e  fkom elamine de C ' s :  a 

habit. 

 mine de C-. No definition for this textile could k f d .  Étan,ine de 

Cogmc was emmd ody once, in 1695 whcn it wu valucd a one hwe 15 s d s  per 

aune.= 

Étamine ak Nmtes. No dcfinittion for this t d c  could be found.The first referaice 

to this t e x t l  was in 1693 whcn a iarge amount, 293 mmzs were rewrded in the inventory 

of a murchand b o u r g e ~ i s . ~  Subsequent inventories in 1 7 19 and 1724 dso reveal é&unine 
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de Nrmes as a yard good.Y7 ln gannents, one féminine manteau was found made of this 

textile in l7lO? 

SERGE 

Serge has been one of the most widely used textiles throughout history and in all 

civilizations. Numerous serges were referred to by their fibres, such as wool or silk; they 

were referred to by the number of shafb used for weavirig,, as in sergé de 4, sergé de 8; 

they were known by their d o r  as in military d o m s ;  by their dicor as in brocading; and 

they were known individuaiiy from îheir place of fàôri~ation.~~ 

Serge d'Aumale. This serge was woven using homespun wool and was used 

mainly for Lùiings. It had a loosely twisted wool warp with a single wool weft that was 

twisted barder.'" Hardouin-Fugier et ai. d d  that it was distinguïshable from its rivai 

serge de Blicourî by a much tighta w e a ~ e . ~ ~ '  Serge d A d e  was found in Québec as 

aumge fiom 167 1 to 1 7 1 9 where d o r s  included green, brown, and red.'= &rge 

d ' A u d e  was mentioned twice in connection with gummts: in 1703 it was used for the 

iining of a j u . c o r p s  and culottes, in 171106 it was used for a faninine manteau.3n 

Y ' A p p x h  1.  $ 1 1 3 .  # 1 1 7 .  

M~ 1,  $ 1 0 6 .  

34 h n ~ ~ ~ i n - ~ ~ g i ~  cc al.. les ~ 5 0 ~ s .  S.V. usergen. 

3'Ofortom .id M e r k c l ,  Dictionary of Tmiles. SV. '- d'auiuile". 

35 1 Hardwin-FuW et al., les EIO~~CS.  S.V. 'Auaialen. 

3'2Appc&x 1. MS, CBO. Y1 13. 

'"~ppndix 1,1193. #lm. 
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Serge & Caen. No definition for this textile was found. Serge de Caen was found 

as a yard good in a 1695 inventory where the aumge was described as king in various 

colon. References to the t d e  in gannents was found in 1693 wben the fàbric was 

entered as serge & Coen and was used to make a blue robe and lllonte~24.'~ 

Serge -nette. N o  definition for this textile was found. There was a serge of 

woo! and silk, made at Amiens in the eighteeLlth-century that was known as 

"cas~(~gne~te."~~~Given the variations in speüing by nomies this couid be the textüe they 

wrote as "asquinette-"One reférence to serge casquainette was found: in 167 1 aunuge 

desaibed as being grey was mtereô in an inveatory.'" No garments were found made of 

this textile. 

Serge & M i e l .  Damétai is situateci in a valley near Rouen, a most important 

textile- producing centre since the sixteenth-centwy. It was here that a variety of wwlen 

textiles were wovm but it was aiso one of the great centres for  indienne^.^'' The serpe de 

Damétai was probably one of the serges wovm in wool at this cemre. The one entry for 

this textile as a yard good was in 1661 where it wu refened to as "serge dmnefaif'.3s' No 

garments were found made fkom this textile. 
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Sege & Lm&esS Here ici anotha textiie terni that is mislrnding through its name. 

While this textile was indecd made in Englruid, it was also one of the best-known f'abrics 

used for exportation fiom France in the Levant trade. Made in Provence, Languedoc and 

Dauphiaé it was fhricated o f w e t  or w00l.'~ 

As a yard good, serge & bn&es was found in a single inventory in 167 1 where it 

was described as king red and white. In garmmts, serge & hn&es was found in 166 1 

when a justclllcorps was found made of the nbric, and lata in 167 1 wbea a ferninine hobit 

was made of white serge & 1Rnrites and valucd u thirty liwes. In 1688 and 1692 an bbi r  

and jupes were all fâsbioned from serge de M e s . ?  

Serge & Niines. Alîhough ETÙnes had silk manufkcîure as early as 1499, it was 

serge de Mmes that became the most ceiebrated textile thanks to  its use in Amcrica where 

the name was trunated to dmim. In the seventanth and eightecnth-centunes, sege de 

N h e s  was made traditionalty of d wool or wwwl."' 

In Quéôec, the textile was not as popuiar as in France for o d y  two inventories 

showed aunage, in 1695 and I f  1 5 .- Likewise. the use of serge & N k s  was not 

widespread as a fabric for garments: in 1679 an hubit w u  made of this frbric; there was a 



justaucorps in 1693, and in 17 15 ajupe made of serge & Niines was valued at thirty 

Serge & Poiiou. No defjnïtion for this textile was found. Serge de Poitou was 

recorded as a yard good in a 167 1 inventory with two entries, one indicating the color 

red? Only one gannent was rewrded ushg tbis tatile: in 166 1 ajupe was made of 

coarse serge de Poitou." 

Serge de Rom. In the seventeerith-century, this textiie was made entirely of silk, 

twill4 or smooth, with double warp yarns that were twisted sgain. The wefl yarm were 

fine and moistened, resulting in a very srnooth Wnc. It was appreciated more than the 

serge d Yumde . In the eighteenth-caitury, the serge w u  wovm in white with no wrong 

side but with w d e n  fibres f?om Flandas or Holland that gave the textile a higher 

value? Thae was only one inventory entry: a small qwti ty  of r d  seee de Rome in 

1671 was valued at s e v m  livres per U U W . ~  No g a m m t s  were f d  d e  fiom serge de 

Rome. 

Sege de Rouen. By the end of the seventeenth-century, Rouen was one of the 

great wool centres of ~ r u r e . ~  Thus, it is quite iïïely that serge & Rwen was a serge 

cî .L. les Étoflcs. SV. -seqp & Romcn. Fwe<ihc oddr îhai seqe & Rome 
was manufacaind aî Amiens. Ftmtüm, Dicrionnaim universeII S.V. '#rgc". 
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woven fiom wool. In Québec, this t d e  was round twice, in 167 1 wbere the color was 

described as mi~eite, and again in 1695.- No gannnas were found made of serge & 

Rouen. 

TAFFETRS 

Tfletas was a very fine, soft silk, ordinarily very lustrous, tightly woven and made 

in dl sorts of colors; it might be plain, glazed, or with striper that included gold and silver. 

The greatest consumption of q e t a s  was for fnauiine summer hobits, écimpes,,and 

coïges, but it was also usai for fùmishings and quilts.* 

Numaous references were found for t@e- as mmge in the Québoc documents 

beginning in 167 1 through to 1756. Colon ïncluded white, black pwple and lemon."' 

More abundant w a e  the number and types of gaments that used tq@etka.s. Among those 

found to be made of the textile were s d e r  item k e  coifles, h r s e s ,  and échrrrpes, but 

larger garrnent pieces iike hbits, jwpes, and mantetaux were Jso entered. Colon like 

lemon, jonquille, purple, white, and black were identifiedm 

T@em &Angleterre. In spite of the name, this textile was made at Lyon. It was 

vety strong, V ~ I Y  lustrous, came in numcrous colon, sometimes stripcd, and was woven in 

a very large width, 0.60 m or 0.75 m. It w u  used for ferninine hrrbits and liningr, as well 
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as for fimishiags and cmtains? The t d e  was found in inventories in 1723 and 1724. 

show as being striped as weU as in sdid colors of firc-rd and ~ o f f i . ~ ' ~  In ganncnts, the 

fira reference for use of W e l a ~  d 'Angleferre was as a linhg for a robe de chambre in 

17 18."' In 1723 it w u  dso used for the üning of a CtÊ~bt l ié  and idcntified as bemg the 

color fire-rdJM Other entries show metas &Angletene being used for jupe. mrmteau. 

and jupon.3n 

T ' e t a s  d'Avignon. This was a very fine textile simiiar to one woven in Fiorence 

and came in black as weU as As a yard go@ it wrs found in ody one hentor~ .  

in 1694, where two enüies indiuted it wrs designad for use as 1 i . g .  One reference for 

btue tMeiar d'Avignon w u  valued u fif?y sdF pcr aune, the other in biack was forty sols 

per oune.3m As for garments Metas d Avignon ww found in 1694, used as a linhg t o  a 

compared to 0 t h  taffktas but difFeting in its lrck of lustre. TMela~ bonne femme wu 

3n~cigcrt, Tmifes  en Europe, 166. 

3 7 4 ~ o d i x  1. W116B. Y117, W120. 

3 7 s ~ n d u t  1, W112. 

376w 1, Wl16B. 

3 n ~ ~  1. Y1 17. 

3%r&mm-~~gier a ai. les E I O ~ S .  S.V. " t a f f '  d'Avignonw. 

3m- 1. #78. 

3m- 1. #78. 
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useû primarily for co~fles and ~ C ~ S . ~ ~  As a yard gcd, &@etas bonne femme was 

found twice in 1724 where it was valued at thtee and four livres per oune.= N o  garments 

were found to be made f?om @'e&zs bonne femme. 

TMem des Inries. A varieû texîile, Wetas dPS IndPS was ulLy, and could be 

plain, with gold and silver mipes, flccked, with flowers or with squares3" There was 

only one reférence to this tenile as a yard good: in 1726 t h m  was an entry for a stnped 

fagetas des I&S.'~ In 1740, one inventory shows two robes made of t@etas &s In&s, 

one vaiued at forty-five livres? 

TOILE 

To study the origin of the word toile is to study the birth of huinanity. Includeâ 

under this broad term are fabncs of hemp, flax, md cotton. Because toile was one of the 

fundamental materials fkom the earliest civiluations, it is impossible to list ail the types and 

uses. Very often the place of manufactwe was aîtached to the name toile. Other adjectives 

were also applied to the noun toile when more s p e M c i t y  was wanted. There was toile 

cirée, made of a composition of wax or of a refined mixture of several other ingredients 

capable of resisting water. It was d e  in black, greens, reds, yellows and several other 



colon. They were normally sold in d pieces or roUs of four, eight and twehe aunes. 

Toiles cirées wae used, for example, for umbreIlas, casaques, and bonnets? 

Another ordinary type of toile wu the toile comwrune, a plain cotton, hernp, or 

flax textile thet was very ordinary or commoo as the name ïmplies. Toile écrw d&ed a 

toile where the yarn had not been bleached. Toiles écrues of flu were ordinarily greyish, 

the naturai color of flax; the toiles & chume écrues were yeilowish which is also the 

color that nature bas given to hemp-l" 

Toile d Allemgne. N o  definition for tbis t d e  couid k found. This textile was 

known as a yard good in Qu- fkom 17 10 to 1740 where one enûy indicated it to be of 

a wide width for a 1iniiig.This ho been wpported t)irough entries found for a jupe, 

justaucorps, and robe cle c h b r e  where toile d M l i e l l ~ ~ p  was used for the linings.'* 

Toile & Beaujii. Beadort-en-vallée w u  known for produchg v a y  strong hemp 

fabrics that were bleached a Doue and Anjou. An ecru hemp textile was made at Beaufort 

for the Frmch islands of AmericaYP Seva i  inventories document toile de Beuufm as a 

yard good from 1 7 18 to 1728; the French ship Lc Granù Ursin was also carrying a M e  

of this texale on board when she was c a p t d  en route to Quibec in 1 756.390 Toile de 
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Beoifort was raorded twice in wnnection 4 t h  garments; in 1728 5 was used for jupons, 

and in 1 756 it was used for 

Toile & Breragne. This was a k-based fàbric woven at Bretagne for exportation 

to the C a m y  I ~ l a n d s . ~ ~  This tex& appeared eady in 167 1, then again in 1 7 1 5 and 1 724, 

the latter bang descrïaed as whiteeB3 Thae was a single tcfetetlce to toi& de Bretagne in 

gannents: in 1 752 a ckmise was made of this textile.3" 

Toile cde Brie. No definition for this textile could be found. Toile & Brie was 

entered once as a yard good in 1749? No gammts wen found made of this textile. 

Toile de brin. In the eighteenth-centwy, brin was a type of hemp Wric made in 

the Champagne region.= Although HardOUilEFugia et al. note that brin was sent to the 

French colonies in the nineteenth-catury, Qu- documents hdicate its pre~ence much 

earlier. There are entries for brin in 1706, 1 7 19, 1724, and 1742. Two of the inventories 

in 1724 and 1742 were for substantial amounts of fabric: one was for sixty aunes, the 

sewnd was for nincty-seven No grnaans wen i d d e d  as king made of toile 

de brin- 

" ' ~ p p i d ~  1. r122.1166. 

3 s 2 ~ - ~ u g i e r  et ai.. les ECO@S. S.V. "8-". 

39)~w 1, YIS, Il 1 0 4  Y1 17. 

3 w ~  1. #159. 

'-ppadix 1, #153. 

'g"HMhiibFugia a al., ~~ORCS. rv. "brinw. 

'"~ppadu 1. #100, Y113. W117. # lm.  
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Toile de chcatvre. C W e ,  or hemp, was cuitivatd for its stem &ch fiimished a 

textile fibre that gave its name to the fdric. Numerus iabrics were made of chmure, 

notably at ~ l e n ç o n . ~  Chmrvre was avlüible as a yard good in Quéôec fiom 1671 

although documents do not show it as Quncrge &er 172 1. It was sometimes referred to as 

being coarse and no colors were identifid, an indication that it was probably leA in its 

natural color? As for g.nnents. c b w e  was found to be used oniy for the chemise?" 

Toile uk Choler. Cholet was one of the most weli-hown weaving centres in the 

Tours are& the mouchoirs de Cholet enjoyed great popUiaritY up to the nineteenth- 

century. Textiles woven there included those that were plain, striped, with squares, or 

glazed in white or dyed linen.@' In 1740 and 1756 t h m  w m  inventories that indicateâ 

toile de Cholet was avdable as a yard good. As for gumcau, thcre was a panier that 

used toile c2e C h f e t  in 1 728 and mouchoirs that used the fàbric in 1 756? 

Toile ûk F M e .  No definition for this textile could bc found. While there were 

no Québec documents tliat &owed toile de Fumdre entercd either as a yard good o r  used 

in a garment, there were eighty-nine aunes en route to Québec in 1757 when La Nouvelle 

Commt was c a ~ t u n d . ~  

3%arddn-~ug*r et ai., Ies Érafles, S.V. "chanvre". 

3~~~ l . ~ S , # S 9 , # 7 1 . # 7 2 , ~ , # 1 1 3 . # l l S .  

"'"~ppcnduc 1, m. #73, #los. 

m ' ~ - ~ u g i a  a al., Ies Érafles, S.V. "Choletw. 

1. #lZ2, #138, # l a .  

1, #178. 
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Toile herbée. N o  definition for this textile could be found. Toile kr6ée first 

appeared in Québec documents in 1695 when one inventory showed Meen separate 

envies of varying quantities, and values, for the taaile. Subsequent inventories fkom 17 19 

to 1728 also had toile krbée enterad as uumge. It was not noted again untii 1756 when a 

baile contaïning toile krbée was lisid on the cargo manifest for the captureci ship Le 

G r a d  Ursin. As for garments, there were three chemises entered in a 1706 inventory that 

were made fiom toile herbde? 

Toile d'HoIloncZe. Holkzn& was known as a very fine, much appreciated fabric 

partidarly used for the chemises of "pasons of quality.Yn Toile d*Hollanrte appeared in 

Québec documents from 1671 to 1742, one entry indicating it wu richly brocadeda. 

Costume items using this textile were primady srnaller items, the cornette, galons, and 

mouchoir & toile found in inventories fiom 167 1 to l756? 

Toile & La Chkzignertzy. This was a d village where wcavers worked with 

wool du pays to produce taailes of little renown and which g d y  stayed in the area? 

Thus it is interesthg to h d  that there was a M i e  of toile de la Ciwitaignier on board Le 

Superbe when she wrs capturad in 1757 en route to Q ~ c k c . ~  No garments were found 

-~pgcadix 1. #ûû, #IO, 11113, #117, #120, #122, U177. 

% m i o ~ i n - ~ u g i ~  eî ai.. les Éro~es, SV. ~~dlandt~.  

1, W5, #8û, #97. R120. #140. 

1. #45, U80, #97, # 115, U117, U13.8. R120, U140, W164. 

-~~rdauo-~ugicr  n ai.. ~cr ÉIOBCS. S.V. uïa ~ ~ u u i g w n ~ .  

1.1177. 
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made of this t d e ;  it may bave been en route to rmking its 6rst oppearance in New 

France. 

Toile & Laval. Laval provided commerce for the entîre To& region where 

weavers worked with flax and hemp. The ünn t d e s  could be woven more than 153 m 

in length. Laval speaallled in toiles for exportation, in particular those used to make 

chemises for the poorer poople.4'0 As a yard gooQ toile de Lawl was fouad in 1695. 1 7 19 

and 1 756 in gaments, t did not appear as a chnise but was used for 

smaller items like the CO@, muuchoir, and col."* 

Toile de loltcjsrjn. Two qualities of l&n were made: the premier quality made 

from prime Ségovie wooi, the second qwlity d e  of SOM wool. No yard goods were 

found but in 1750 an kvcntory sbows six chemises to k made fiom this textile:" 

Toile de Lywt. Lyon was best known for the süks it produced; Lyonnaise silics 

were without rival. Because of its position bctween Languedoc and the northem areas of 

Normandie, Picardie and Champagne, Lyon dso e x p c r i d  a g m t  d d  of w d  

commerce.414 Thus, when r e f m c e s  to t d e  de Lyon are d e ,  1 miggcst they are 

referring to the silk that was manufiictwcd there raîher than the wool that enjoyed a great 

"bdaa n d* Alemkrt, EhcycIopSdic op dctionnaim, S.V. "toile dc Lsvil". 

411~ppcldix 1, Yo, 1113. Y164. 

4 ' 2 ~ ~  1,173, üSû, W3, Y 113, Yl64.  

' 1 3 ~  1, Y 1%. 

41 kanhin-~ugicr et ai.. les Éroges. S.V. "~yon''. 
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market at Lyon. Toile & LF was found as a yard good in 1692 and 1719; it appeared as 

a garnient in 1728 when a tablier was fwad to be made of toile de 

Toile de meslins. This part idu toile was mide of hemp in the Champagne region. 

Aithough there was no cNMge found in the documents, there are envies for a total of 

twenty-one chemises made fkom toile de m e s h  in 1 6 9 5 . ~ ' ~  

Toile cde Mmtbéliard. Montbéliard became the generic name for a c m ,  strong, 

hemp toile oAen wovm with blue and white squares.'" As a yard gooQ it was s h o w  as 

both toile de MontbéIiard and as Montùéliurd in 1 726, 1 728, and 1 756."' It was used 

oniy once in garments, as a lining for a robe in 1728."' 

Toile de Morhix. Morlaix was one of the traciitionai weaving centres of 

Bretagne.Sarnples in the Richdieu Collection in France are striped, with squares, and of 

bleached linm as well as a very strong ecni linedaD Thus. it would seem that toile de 

Morlaix was made of flax. Toile cie Mwlaix was found as aunage fiom 167 1 to 1 756. 

Whde there were eighteen entries for this t d e ,  it was describeci oniy once when the 

color white was indicated."' In g u m a n s ,  mile & MorlaUr was p r i d y  uscd for the 

4'sApgmdix 1, #72, cY113.1122. 

4 ' 6 ~ a d i x  1, m. 

417~ardaiin-Fugi~r et al., les ~ t o ~ e s ,  SV. "Montbtliardn. 

4 1 8 ~ n d i x  1, #120, #122. 

4'g~pgcrdix 1, #122. 

42DHardouin-~ugier u al., les E ~ O ~ S ,  S.V. 'h&rWX". No dcocriptim of tbc terdiles wcm givca 

" 'Appd i x  1. WS. #72. Y73. #8û, YlOO, lll lA, C117.1164. 
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masculine chemise fiom 1695 to 1752 although there was one entry for corfles in 1693 

that were made of toile & M o ~ l o i x . ~ ~  

Toile d 'OIonne. This is the generic name for a fâbric made at Olonne-sur-Mer that 

had a hemp warp and a tow wefL4= As a yard good, toile d'Olonne was mentioned once 

in a 1726 in~entory.'~' No garments were found d e  fiom this textile. 

Toile d 'Orrie. This is the name given to a type of ecni banste." An alternate 

description refm to the Gbric as a greyish liaai which was d e  at ~aint-Q~~emin.'~~ Four 

aunes of striped toile d ' m e  was found in a 1695 inv~ntory.'~ In 1679 there were 

manches made tiom this fabri~ . '~  

Toile & Paris. Paris specialized in rnanuf-g fabrics of silk that were more or 

less luxwious and destined for sristocrats and those at court. This is reflected in the 

lack of entries for this textile in Quebec: there was one entry for aunûge in 1718 and one 

entry showing use of th+ fàbric in coigres in 1726.4m 

4 t 2 ~  1*#76. W80~193,#112A.#117,#159. 

4 %a&uh-Fugier r al.* les Étofles. S.V. 'Wonen. 

"4~ppadu 1, #120. 

4 z ~ C @ U t ,  Tmifes  en Eump.  153. 

4 26HarQuui-Fugia a al.. les É t o k  SV. W c  d*Onicn. 

"~ppadix 1. m. 

1, #S8- 

'%anhin-~ugia a al.. les h o & ,  S.V. UPuun. 

1. W l l Z h  W120. 
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Toile àh p q s .  Etofle dù pqys has beca describecl as a couse homespun of n a d  

grey w00l.~~' Since the t m  étone and toile quite iikely mean tbc word "fibric" 1 am 

taking this to be a description of toile db pqvs. One refèrence only was found to toile du 

pays as yard goods: in the 17 15 inventory of a lieutenant of surgeons, eleven anes were 

recorded." It was not rntil 1756 that garments were shown to be made of a domestic or 

local textile: then w a e  jarretières of laine ciL pqys, jupons of étoffe (6( m s ,  and some 

poches of toile àu pqys mentioned in the 

Toile pointe. Generally, toiles peintes came fiom the Indies and were often 

referred to as indiennes. No yardage appeued in the QuCbec documents for toile peinte. It 

appears to have been used prirmrily as a k g :  in 1688 two jupes w n  lined with toile 

peinte; in 1695 a munteau and jupe wue both Iind with this textile?' 

Toile de Pontivy. The traditional Bretagne manufàcture of Pontivy continued until 

the nineteenth-century. The t d e  for exporîaîion was strong, but ordinary. ûther toiles 

de Pontivy were of  bleached 1uKn that could be warse, medium, or fine?' Thirty aunes of 

toile de Ponn'vy wcre fwnd in one 171 9 inventory? No garrnents wcre found made of 

this textile. 



Toile & Quintin. Quintin was a snrall town in upper Bretagne, its only commerce 

king the m ~ n u f ~ u r e  of t o i f e~ .~ '  Toile de Quintin war typicai of Bretagne weaving. It 

was ordirurily manufictured in short picces, and was u W y  ~ùmi .~~ Entries for this 

textile in Québec were found eighty-five years aput: in 1671 and 1 7 5 6 . ~ ~ ~  No garments 

were found made of toile & Quinrin. 

Toile & Rouen. Rouen developed an intense textile activity and by the end of the 

seventeenth-century it was one of the largest wool-produchg centres in France, so 

favored because of  its position as a port. Rouen productd hracan, rltoguef,j?bmfIe, 

moquette, and rotine in stripes, squares, woven of h m p  and flax as weU as wool."" 

In Québec, îbere were thirty-nine entries for the fabric as auroge fkom 1692 to 

1742. Colors mentioned were white, yellow, grey, and red. Some entries were dem'bed 

as being fine or très belle."' The widths were noted in other entria: one toile de Ruuen 

was described as kuig wide, another as "sep hutr de îàrge".u2 There were nwmrous 

entnes for chemises using toile do Raien, fkom 1686 through to 1752. Mer uses for the 

textile were found in co@ies, crmttes, and one 

4 3 7 ~ i d a a  ei d'Alembert, Encyçlopidn ou dictionnaire, rv. "Quintinn. 

438 HarQuin-Fugiu et al., les Éloges, S.V. "quhinn. 
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Toile royrile. This textiie was also bown as gros & T w s .  It was also the m e  of 

a toile f?om Laval which was bleached at Beauvais and was superior to the toile caiied 

d e r n i - f i ~ l ~ . ~  Toile royole wu, cntaed in documents in 1724 and1 737 where the 

value ranged îrom thirty sois to fifty-five sols per ouneus. No garments were found to be 

made of tozïe roy4Ie. 

Toile & &nt Jean. The textiles errtered in the Québec documents wuid be 

referring to fabrics made in four locations in France: Saint-Jean-d'Angély, Saint-Jean-des- 

Ollieres, Saint-Jean-en-Royans, or Saint-Jean-La-Bussière- Saint-Jean-d'Angély produced 

some rather poor fàbrics; linle is known about these or thor rnanufaaured in Saint-Jean- 

des-Ollières? Saint-Jean-en-Royans wu a s d  centre in the Grenoble region where 

wool was woven in six smaii nirPI parishes; the poorer people did weaving at home duruig 

the winter. Saint-Jean-La-Bussière in tbe Beaujolais region was known to have woven 

textiles specifidy for p ~ t i n g  as wdl as for table linens.'" There were two inventories 

that entered mrmge for toile dP Sclrznt Jean: in 172 1 and in 1 742 where two hundred and 

six uunes were r r ~ o r d e d . ~  No gaments were found made of toile & MntJean. 

% a n h i n - ~ u ~ i c r  et al., les ~tofles, "myakn. 

uci No clcar dcscripcion is givem, but ü is LaM ibu ihc Richdini a~iiscion in Franœ lm 
sautples of a grey_M\y C~omine, and a b v r  with a bcmp warp. Hardouia-Fu* et ai., les Étofles, S.V. 

"Saint-Jean-d' AnW. 
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Toile ak traite. The term toile rie fraile a p p k  to a cotton, flax, or hemp textile 

that was likely used in trading. None of the inventory entries gave specifics, but it was 

included in documents fkom 169 1 to 1742. The last entries in 1742 were for amounts 

totahg over one thousand aunes? Because this was a vay large amouat. the textiie wu 

likely destined for other trading locations in New France. No garments were found to be 

made of toile & traite. 

The question arises as to the extent these textiles are found in civil costume in 

Québec and whether that costume is a reflection of W o n  in France. Chapter 5 begins 

this search with a look at masculine costume. 



5 - THE MALE PRESENCE 

People . . . are g d y  b o n d d  acudhg  to tbeif C i d  and Otber 
Awoutmmm thsi havc abaut t&m; fiom tbc ricbncss of thcm m-c 
judge of* WeoW . . ." 

In an inventory dated 14 April 1672, notary Claude Bermen gives a description of 

masculine costume fkom the the:  

Un habit & drap & boUaaQ & c d e u r  & mur consistara en justaucorps gamy & 
bouüous dargent &&&rie C u l l m  jupcm & chamois g a m b e  & Ruban bleu et gris 
de iin vieu bas de soie h jderes a le baudrier. . 1" 

This reference provides an exceptional word portrait of one gentlexnan: textiles, 

colors, and omamentation are accessories to the individual costume items. The importance 

of the ensemble is fûrther magnifieci by its vaiue of fi@ livres. A silver cup, spoon and 

fork in the sarne inventory paie in cornparison: they wae estimateci at tm livres. Thus, a 

sense of importance can be attached to the owner through the clothing of an individual 

even with no knowledge of his occupation or status. Werences like these are abundant in 

the primary documents from the French régime aiiowing a rtsearcher to confimi the 

costume wom and to question why important gumeni items are missing from the 

accounts. 

'%mard dt MaDdevillc. 7ne Fable ofthe Bees: or. Private Vices, Publick Benejits (London: I. 
T O ~ S O ~  172591729), 1: 130. 



Of the 1 18 usable documents, there were eighty-five that heid envies for masculine 

costume. The majority of documents are for those of the upper c l w ;  these colonists had 

larger wardrobes, consequently those documents yieldeci the most infomtion. But there 

were also inventories for the middle class and p r e r  colonist that paint pictures of their 

wardrobes and lifestyle. Table 5.0 provides a breakdown of occupation or status of the 

men Uivolved in the eighty-five doaunent~.'~~ 

Table 5.0 
Occupation or Status of Men 

marchand (marbra) 
marchand. Nobh homme (msebib mide mia) 

! marchand. bougeoiJ (nmdma, -) 
riigoctani (Ipc d-1 
n ~ g ~ r a n i . i n r p s ~ ~ r g M & b - e d u I ~ ( ~ a ( i n b L i i p r + o l i - d ~ d a - )  1 marchund. w m r  (- ) 



/ seigneur j 1  / 
I l 

1 cordonnier (IF!-) 

I 



UPPER BODY GARMENTS AND ACCESSORIES 

CHMSE 

1670, sleeves of the chemise were Until around 

very long, covering much of the hand, and had three 

puffed gathers d o m  the sleeve omented with 

ribbon rosettes. Cuffs of gathered batiste or lace were 

added. The chemise opened on the chest; a very fine, 

gathered jabot was sewn to both sides of the 

~pening.'~ The chemise in Figure 1 shows the puffs 

Fig. 1. C h i s e  C. 1660. down the lefk sleeve and the right s lewe as it would 
Sume.  Lelou. hcaonwc. & aamirr S.V. 

'ctianuc' 

appear before k i n g  drawn up. The lace jabot can be 

seen at the neck opening. Whether the chemise was made of a grosse toile for the orduiary 

colonist or of toile de Rouen for the govawr, the garment was 

an essential item in the masculine wardrobe. 

Figure 2 shows the chemise around the middle of the 

eighteenth-century . Thejabot is still prcsait but the sleeves are 

no longer puffed although they are stiu fùil. Mcp#:knes are 

wom at the cuff of the sleeve. Indeed, during the entire history 

of Québec, the chemise represents a certain stability in 

mascuiine fishion. Table 5.1 shows the types of chemises found 

in the documents. 

45 bloir, Dictionnaire du cosnime, S.V. ucbcmUe.w 



Table 5.1 
Masculine Chemises - Numerical Surnmary 

; chemrse de iode & iiau i 0 . b  

l chemrse de m e s h  [ O 1 0  

i chois. d. roi& ~ o y d l  -. O 1 0  a I o  3 1 1 3  
l I , chemise de grosse raie 1 5 1 1 7  O O 

I shemrse d. d q p r a ~  ralr a .C1 o - a  1 O 

1 chemise de C-) (mnbù O iid) 1 O O d O 1 6 

I chemise de a& pouoblaar 

1 1 I 1 

O O i 3 l o  O 

I 1 
i 1 I 

i chemise medm O O 1 O 

P h m y  documents fiom Québec fiequmtly mention the chemise, very ofien only 

by the numba owned; somcàws thert arc desaiptive additions such as crvec des boutzons 



aux rnancks or rnade of toile de Bretcrplae g d e  en hptisî demy usées.4Y Occasionaily 

there is the vague singie djective iike m * s  or vieille? The quality of toile varies, 

fromfine and pssablementfine to gros and But the color white remains a 

~onstant.~" This singuiarity of white dini 601x1 w b t  is biown of the r a t  of New 

France. In Louisbourg, in addition to white, chemises were blue, striped, or check& the 

latter perhaps a in Montréai then were red and ydow ckmises as weii as 

white but white only wae found on Île Color is not mmtioned in com~ction 

with the chemise at Trois-Riviéres- 

There is no indication tbat ckmises wae king made of toile <iic pqys which on 

the surface, lads one to believe that no domestic textiies were being produced in New 

France. Yet five weavers were enumerated in Québec in the fint census in 1666: three 

were listed as tisserami en toile, one as tisserand As well, conseiller Louis Rouer sieur de 

Viileray ernployed a t isserden toile as a domestku0 Séguin cites oniy one doaunent 

where chemises wac mde  fkom toile db p y s .  t h t  one in 1 ï46.a1 Earlier. a 1709 

4S5~pgcadix 1, Ml. 

Ghna& Lr costume masenfin. 6. 

160&ajamin Suite, Histoire des ~ 4 n u à i e n s - = ~ s  160&188<2 tome 4 (bht&i: Édition É m ,  
1977). 52.34.56.59. 
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inventory from Île d'Orléans shows one enüy for "4 chemises a homme rle toille du plys 

1 O 

In comparing the value of the cisemise, Table 5.2 shows some are e s t i ~ ~ t e d  at as 

little as eight SOIS, aithough these are considered used and patched or repairecl; others are 

valued at as much as thirty liwes. For the most part, the unit vdue of the chemise is under 

five livres. The values are taken from the primary documents and no attempt has been 

made to account for colonial inflation. 

Table 5.2 
Value of the Masculine Ckmise: 1635- 1760 

' 6 2 ~ ~  LC costume poysmr. 44. 



1 1 1701 / 413 8L I2L I p k ~ & - i 6  1 j 5~ / 8 s  Itoosuicaa- I 
I 

Z L  &, ncilkr ~ a w i l k r d ~ ~ o y a a r o a ~ m r i l ~ a i ~ i . i n  1 
M L  6 L  - 

! IOL \ 5 L  ! -  1 

1717 i 414 1 IûûL 
1463 1 2 0 ~  

' 6  ii" 
1 120L 

135 L 

72 L 



1 ins 4 
i 

l 

l 
j 1737 1 7 

/ 1739 1 21 
1 i 

Both quality and type of fàbrication varies. Those chemises made from Hoilma& 

and toile & Rouen are found only in the inventories of those in the upper class: membre 

du C o m i f  Souwrain, Conseiller Ciir Roi, gouverneur et fieutellllltt-général, négaçianf, 

notaire ro)ole and chinqien? Men belongiog to the ordmary clam owned thor 

identified sirnply as "'& toifle". a t d e  which cwld be d e  of hanp. flm or cotton."' 

i 1752 1687 / M L  j 3 ~  d o m y d  
20 L t L 1 0 r  d e m y c h  1 1  1 I 3L10i IO s le- 

'65h Note 463. 

1,1161. #3, W120. Wl28. X142, X159. 

rn HadmbFugicr et ai.. les &ofles* S.V. "WC." 

~ u n r ~ ~ r q 4 k & b o u q p o h  I 
i 
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Of p a r t i a h  interest is the fia that no chemises are wosiated with any particular 

occupation. Elsewbm in New Frun* tbcn m, for example, chemises dp wmtelor and 

chemises bretonnes to id- occupation or regionai association?' This is mt occn in 

Québec documents even though some mm were b w n  to have been sailors, or associated 

with sailing ships in some working capacity. 

GARN~TURES AM) NECKWEAF~ AcCESSORIES 

From one of the eatliest inventories in 1639 through to 1752. the use of items of 

neckwear as an accessory to the chemise is evident. Table 5 -3 shows the types of chemise 

garnitures and necbeau found in Québec documents. 

Table 5.3 
Masculine Garniture and Neckwear Accessories - Numerical Surnmary 
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Generally speaking, if a man owned a chemise it ram, reasonable to expect the 

same colonist w d d  own garnitures or nechueu as weU. This was not the case. There are 

twelve inventories that show existence of a chemise but no mention is made of any 

neckwearm 

A more avious a n o d y  exists in cases where the men owned neckweu but no 

chemises. This occurred in six  inventorie^.^"' 

Cm VATE 

The crame came into fhhion under Louis XIV and reniained 

popular until the end of the sevent-ry. Figure 3 shows the 

cruvate as it was introduced by the Croatians around 1660. In gencral, 

it was a rectangle of Wric, wom knotted around the neck. Figure 4 

shows how the cravate may have lodted rame y m  Fîg- 3. c. 
1660. SMC. W i  

latq  this illustration indicates it may have becn D ~ d o m r y  4C<11arni. 

96. 

Fip. 4. C- c. 
made of lace. Towards the end of the century, the cruva& a la 

1678. ~amr: ~cbir, 

hd-'-p...ue Steinkerque became fblionable. Under La Régence and der, the 
S.\-, -caavac. 

cravate beuae a smill col gathered behind the mdc and d e r  the wllar of the 

chemise .'" 

m & p c d x  1, Y28. #309 #33.139. M. #S. 172. #94,1128.11142. C M .  

4 7 0 ~  1, m.117, 176. X117.1124. W138. 

47'~loir ,  Dictionnaine db cosmue, S.V. Ucnvatc." 
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The cravate was the most Frequently recorded item found in documents fkom 

1666 to i 73 1 .  They were most ofien fashioned of a fine, sofi fabric: laces, toile de Rorterr, 

and rork de nloradim and were mentioned in the inventories of merchants, corrsdkrs 

R q .  and governor.'" Thus. the finest cruvates were found in the wardrobes of 

members of the élite. Those less fortunate also owned crawztes, but were fewer in number, 

and fashioned fiom less expensive fabrics. No crava&s à la Sreirrkerqrrr were found in 

mascuhe wardrobes. 

COL, TOCR DE COL 

The col, also called torrr de 

coi, was a band of motrsse/irre or 

basin with two straps that buckled 

at the back of the ne~k . "~  Figure 5 

shows a gentleman wearing a white 

tour de col. At Québec, cois were 

not as numerous as cruvules - 127 

cols toirrs de coi as opposed to 1 50 

Fig. 5 .  Tour de col c. 1 750. so- RU* a al . LC C N ~ ; M / ~ ~ W P W .  ILI 

' ' ' ~ ~ ~ n d i x  1. W58. M7. #93.#11 LA #12O. 

4 73 Rupwn ci al. Le costume .fiançais, 135. 
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~ r ~ t e s . ' ~ ~  The crawîe appeared in meeo inventories whiie the coVtoau dp col showed 

up in only five, those king in the wardrobes of men like xnastcf surgeon Sieur Gervais 

Beaudoid7' and attorney-general François Ruette d' Autd.'" 

M~NCHETITES 

The chemise could be garnished with manchettes of lace, batiste, or embroidery. 

Under Louis >(m manchettes were ofkn ligbtly starched and embroidaed with lace or 

guipures. Under huis XIV, the edga were loosdy gathered and feli 

over the hand M e  under Louis XV, I I I Y I I K : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  formed a very tiny 

cufF ood were independent of the chemise, basted a the wrist and 

removabie for clea~ing.~'' Figure 6 shows the nianchette during the 

reign of Louis XIV. Figure 7 illustrates the 

manchette around 1750. It is considerably 

srnalla than it appeared earlier. ïhe manchette m y  not have 
)t 

been widely used in Quéôec for only four inventories Iist 
Fig. 7. Mkchene c. 

them."' Two of the inventories give a desmiption, alhough 1750. S-: m. 
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m m :  one pair of mmchet&s are d e s c r Î Î  as e~mntu~fe."~ another pair were made of 

point &Angleteme l o c ~ . ~  

The coller was considcred ta be a part of the clothing that encircled the neck but it 

was aiso the name on@y appkd to sleeveless gannaits wom by the a m y  fiom the 

time of Louis Xm and up to the eighteenth-cent~ry.~' Figure 

8 shows the slscvdess garrnmt dnd to as a c&t. The 

colief appears only twice in Québec documents. The 1654 

inventory of domestic labourer André Bazin shows he owned 

t~enty-fwr.:~ .Imost one hundred years later watchmaker 

Fig. 8. Collet. SMCC: 

Di-rr dh  carmr. S.V. 'colk' and silvcrsmith Jacques Page dm owned twenty-four, his 

specified as king made of r n o u ~ s e i i i n e . ~  &en the possibility that there are two differem 

items of clothing bearing the same m e ,  prtups the collets owned by domestic Iaborer 

Bazin were fàshioned like the one shown in Figure 8. By the same tokm, Pwe may have 

ais0 used this same g r m ~ ~ t  as protection wben working. 



IC~B.  i r 

In the seventeenth-century the rabat was a large collar bordered with lace that 

hugged the neck and shoulders, under Louis XTV. it took on considerable proportions. 

Fig. '1. Rabat C. 1665. source ~uppcna d .tu ~ t u m r ~ i ~ n ç a s .  83  

The rabnr was made much like a collar, 

but the two sides were squared and joined 

in front. This fashion disappeared with the 

appearance of the cravair.'" Figure 9 

shows the rabnt as it was wom in 1665. 

Two of the inventories, dated 1639 and 

1 646 show possession of rabats, both 

belonging t o  ordinary men, a habitani and 

s a i l ~ r . ~ "  The cravate made its first 

appearance in a 1666 inventory so the 

listing of five rabats in the 1679 inventory 

of a cnerchant suggests items that were out of fashion? 

48 keloir, Dictionnaire du costunte. s-v. "rabat." 

185 Appendis 1. #5, #8. 

4 g 6 ~ p p e n ~  1. MO. 



~ ~ O U C H O I . .  DE COL 

Costume historians do not position the mouchoir de cd among items of masculine 

clothing,'" yet in Qu-, there were two single men who both were in possession of this 

accessory. In 1648, Andre LeCIerq owned a mmchoir & col & todfe while in 1654 

André Bazin possessed four mouchoirs & coi.«IB These two men were among thoa who 

did not own pourpoints, a m e n t  over which the mouchoir de coi may have been wom. 

POURPOINT, JUSTAUCORPS AND DOUBLURE 

Costume items that could be worn over the chemise inciuded the pourpoint, 

justaucorps, and rtoublure. Table 5.4 shows that the Louis XIV period is one where most 

of the entries for garments were found. 

Table 5.4 
Masculine Pouptnt,  Justaucops and Doublure - Numerical Summary 
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Po URPOINT 

The word pourpoint refers to a garnient of quilted fabric padded with cotton. Up 

to the middie of the seventeenth-century it was worn by 

ail men; the shape and trimrnings changed but the basic 

style and form remaineci the ~arne.~'~ in Québec the 

pourpoint first a p p a s  in 1639 when four were sold at 

auction foiiowing Guillaume Hébert's death. Three were 

identifieci as grey, one lined with red, and one "en facon 

le jupe" leading to  speculation that it was fashioned 

longer uian usual to form a sort of skirt of undetermined 

lengtl~."~" Figure 1 0 shows a pourpoint from 1 63 1 . 

Styles changed slowly, though, so this is probably much 

like the p q m i n t s  sold following Hébert's death in 

1639. 

Fig. 10. Pourpoint 1631. sanu: ~irppatd 

al.. ~s costume JF<UYOLI, Y I. The last mention of a pourpoinî is in 1679 when 

two, both lïned with white taffeta, are listed in an accord drawn up prior to rnarriage."' 

Between these years 1639 and 1679, pourpoints were owned by sailor, master armourer, 

and merchant aliI~e.~* Where fàbrics and colors are mentioned, one in 1666 was toile de 

489 Boucher. Histoire du costume, 429. 

4w~ppeodix 1, #SA. 

491 Appendix 1, #58. 

' * ~ ~ p e n d i x  1. #8, #4 1, #45. 
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whiie the poupoints owned by a machant were toile and toile rbortye, one of 

them in y e l l ~ w . ' ~  Of four sailors who drowned, one omed two grey prpoints ,  a second 

ownd one of the aame color, but the powpoint bdonging to a third was purple." 

J U ~ A  UCORPS 

The temn poinpoint eventdly disappeared in tavor of thepitaucorps, originally a 

tight-fitting garment wom for some time as military costume. Leloir Mmes that around 

1670 it was aûopted by civilians and eXpenenced detaii changes, 

Fig. 1 1. J ~ u c o r p s  c. 
1670. SOUCE. LCIOU. 
Olcaomolrr th camir .  SV.. --- 

partidarfy in the sleeves, changing its shape again in the eighteenth- 

century according to dïerent fashion~.'~ Figure 1 1 shows the 

justka~corps around 1670, this mode1 in white s h  with silver 

embroidery . In Québec, jusla~corps 

were wom h m  1663 to 1752, three 

Fig. 12. Jusmwoqw c. 1745. 
S o u c e : t c b i r . ~ 1 1 1 &  
a a r b i ~  rv, '- ' 
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by military men.4* Thus, they were king 

worn by civilians at least seven years earlier 

than Leloir dates them. Thus, they were 

being wom by civilians at least seven years 

earlîer than indicated by Leloir. Figure 12 

shows the justaucorps around 1745; it has 

wide cuffs and back pleats. With one 

exception, al1 just~ucops mentioned in the 

inventories belonged primarily to men of 

the upper class. 

Among the textiles used were 

tiretane, bourucan, and basin, in grey, 

brown, biue or r d .  Sorne were lined in 

white ratine and red taffeta. One 

justaucorps boasted seventy-one silver but ton^.'^ Figure 13 gives a view of the 

juslaucorps in 173 1 showing the fùllness and pleats that were fashionable. 



DOUBL~~RE 

Costume historians refcr to the rtoublure in the sense that it was a fkbric used to 

line c l~thing . '~  Yet some Québec documents refer to the ctoPtblure as a separate gannent 

piece, in partidar the entry that reads: "Une h b l u r e  & wetas  hgïe ter re  srair 

manche ny pmernen~."~  

This appears to be a separate gannent, rather îhan lining, since it alludes to others 

that have sleeves and cuffs. 

The gilet and wsie,  both garments wom under the justaucorps, appear to have had 

limiteci use in Québec as only nuieteen documents werc found with entries for these items. 

Table 5.5 shows the numerical surnmary for the period under study. 

Table 5.5 
Masculine Gilet, Veste, and Manches - Numerical Summary 

'9%10ir, Dictionnaire bu coslume, S.V. ~Qub1m;" G d h m d ,  Les mors àu costume. 281. 
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V ~ E  

The ves& and gilet appear to be 

interchangeable names although the 

descriptions vary. The best differentiauon 

feature is the time period in which they 

were wom. Genedly the t m  gilet was 

used under Louis XW, that is, fkom 1643- 

1 7 1 5, moving to the wste under Louis XV 

who reigned âom 1 723- 1 760."' Another 

definition secs the gilet as a 

short gament without slecves, wom under 

the veste. M2 

The wste emerged around 1670 

and was worn under the j u . c o r p s .  In 

general it was buttoned by three or four buttons on the chest which aliowed the jubt to 

show. The straight slaves were made, like the back of a W g  Wric. Figure 14 shows a 

vesze made of YUr with gold embroidery. At the end of Louis X I V ' s  reign the wste was 

long and straight, then unda Louis X V  it became s d e r  and d e r .  During this paiod 

the sleeves disappearcd." 

- - -  

~lLeloir, Dictionaire dL COStYme. S.V. "@kt." 

w 2 ~ m n d  ~ictionaiin ~ o p d d i q u e  Lamusse. S.V. agilei" 

so %.clois, Dictionnaire àk costume. rv. 'teSie." 



154 

Use of the term veste is more prolific; Erom 1678 to 1760 the tenn is found in 

almost cvery decade. The inventories lead us to beliwe that this was generally not a 

colorful item for only grey, bladc and brown are notai aîthough there are cerise and white 

vestes entered in 1760. Fabrication for îhe veste varied: broccvd firîkaine, bure, &opet. 

cadis, and musmet are among those textiles entend.w 

GILET 

Whem the garment is r e f i d  to as gilet, the inventories yield Me information: 

one in 1709 was d e  of cotton, an old *let in 1749 was d e  o f w l l e  and lined with 

different tailles, the finai in 1760 sirnply identifia the Hier as stnall? 

 CHE ES 

Costume historims disais the different sîyia of manches, or s l e e ~ e ~ ,  throughout 

the ages, but do not madion thmi as a separate item. In Québec, howwer, the documents 

indicate that slaves were i a d d  sepamte, particuldy in nfaaiccs to fnninine costume. 

One reference to rmuailine monches in 1672 notes thy wae  " p u r  traictes" while a 

second notation in 1685 refas to îhcm as uf-s m u m k ~ . " ~  



LOWER BODY AND LEG GARMENTS 

Ba, chaussettes, and chauswns served the same purpose: to protect the leg and 

provide wamith. H~~~tsd-chausses  andpmtdm covered the male body fiom waia to 

knee while the amnmr could not have saved a utilitarian purpose - they mun have bem 

primarily a garniture. Table 5.6 on the following page shows the numerical summary of 

Table 5.6 
Masculine b w e r  Body and Leg Garments - Numerid Summary 

I Canons I O  i O  l 3  1 ,  I O  l o i O  

7 j imo 1 



The bar is a stacking, an aôbreviaîion for b a s ~ ~ ~ s ,  

clothing for the lower part of the leg as opposed to h m r ~ v 4 - c b ~ w . r  

which covered the leg from the Lme to the tûigh."' A wide range of 

textiles were used for the coasmiaion of bas: serge, CO- daim, 

étamine, sik, and even EUibo~.~*~ Figure 15 shows &s that qpears to 

cover the entire kg; it is drted as the seventeenth-century but the a c t d  FC IS. Bnr. 
17UcaituTy. 

tirne is unknown, Sow: Ldoa. 
mdotuum(6i 
a m m I . i V  .%m.- 

Several citations arc for bus & ~ o l x a n t .  "' Without 

exception, these partidar bas klonged to men of a hi* social strat~rn.~~') Color. where 

it is mentioned, is nearly as vuïed as the textifes: white, grey, brown, and peach, the latter 

being made of slk .  This conjures an image of el- and haute monde, particulariy if 

they were wom with the peach habit the gentleman is known to have owaed."' 

5'?Aoir, Dictionnaire du ~0sfyme.s.v. LBPE" 

5 1 2 ~  1. #lûû, Y1 13, X117. # 120.11122. Qht-M.ums an impaant wcnnDg scntrr in F- 
is known to ban p- high quality tcxt&s, but poduced dtofles d a  poorin quality usbg [aines 
de puys. Haidariii-Fu* ct ai., les &ofles, SV. 'Saint-Uustrnt. .. 



CHALSSONS 

The chUuuon was used UI much the sune way as a stodong; it m y  have been 

wom over or under the kas accordhg to the whim of the O-. Made of roile. mon, or 

toile & bain, the iight fàbrics donc dictate their No mention is maâe of color. 

Three inventories, al fkom men of means, shows chaussettes and chousswzs but no 

Moreover, in these h e e  inventories, there is no mention of bas as part of an h b i t  or 

ensemble. Were the chaussettes and C ~ S S O ~ I I S  wom instead of bas? If so, was this a 

cornmon practice among oolonists? Unfortunately, these questions may never be 

answered. 

C H ~ U ~ E T T E S  

Choussetles may be thought of as a halfktocking, 

wom in the seventeenthcentury over the b. "' There are 

only two entries for choirssettes in Québec documents, thre 
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pair d e  of con~n,~" one pair made of ~arhou.''~ Figure 16 shows how the c h s e n e  

may have been worn over tbe bas* 

Fig. 17. Cvloau c. 
170. sari~e: Leloir. 
DiaOlllluiu du m. 
r.v. 'ailaae " 

Culottes are g d y  thought of as breeches. They begm 

under Henri iIï then r e s i d k d  towards the middle of the reign of 

Louis XTV. The culotte had a fly opening buttoned with visible 

buttons, and horizontal cre~cem-shaped pockets; they buttoned on the 

out side at the knce where the jmetière was addaim Figure 1 7 

shows a culotte fiom 1700 with some fùilness in the kg. It a h  has a 

CUn. 

In Québec, the first mention of the culone coincides with their appearancce in 

France, about the rniddk of Louis X V s  rcign. D c s c n i  as being îàbncated of brown 

droguet, and lined with white tode. they were similar to others mentioncd during the sarne 

period."' Later they would k enterai as mide fiom u n i  serge de Nhes,  coutil, ami 

maramer.m Lie the iKnns&-ciKnr~s. thy are more frequnitly found paired with other 

garments to form an ensemble. 

51nw 1.1120. 

5 1 9 ~  1. H69. 

5 %eloir, Dictionnaire bu costyme. SV. UÇulcme." 

'"~ppendix 1. Mi. 148. 

522 Appcadix 1. W69, #93,#94. 
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Figure 18 shows the cdotte as 

part of a habit in 1750. Note the 

close-fitting style that 

differs fiom the looser style in 

Figure 17 and the addition of 

buttons at the side. 

The fashion of pan~aiom grew fiom pants worn by an 

ltalian actor by name of Pantaiéone. Figure 1 9 shows p t a i n m  

worn by the duc & Brunswick in 1636. Pantaions never went 

above the knee while c h w s  never went below the knedZ3 

Séguin believes that in New France, pantkdolls generally referred 

Fig. i9. Panmlonr c. 1636. 
Source: blair. Didoamire dii 
costume. S.V. -an- 

'%loir. Dictionnaire du costume, s . ~ .  "pantalon." 
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to a sort of caleçon with long I g s ? '  Ody one Québec inventory mentions them: in 167 1 

merchant Aubert de la Chesmye owned twenty pair ofprm&folls, ail made of white 

toile-"' ïhis suggests t h y  may bave ban wom as an undergment. 

HAUTS-DE-C~~~U~~E~ 

Under Louis MII hrnrts-cde-chausres were very bu%ànt, tied to the knee by a 

jarretière or a n .  In 1640 the l w n r t s d e ~ ~ ~ s  

became a wide, short panraion ait at the knce. 

Figure 20 shows a gentleman of 1646 wearing 

hauts4-chauas. In Québec documents, hauts&- 

chausses d d o m  appear on th& own - more 
comrnoniy they arc e n t d  in combination with a 

justaucorps, thus suggesting an aisanble of sorts. 

Where harrts&-chausses are cited separately, their 

use begins in 1639 and ends in 1682. Grey and Fig. 20. ~ a i t l ~ m m  wcrring kmrudc- 
cirowscs, 1646. w: ~ipprr a d. i~ c ~ a r r  

black droguet, &qp, and camelot were the fibrics J-W- IO7. 

-- 

'*'scgui4 Lc caaw civil. 1 1s. 

=~ppadix 1, YS). 

mw 1. nrc #S. wu, ns2. f i l .  
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CANONS 

Crmons forwd a wvering for the lowa lcg and may have at one time semd a 

utilitarian purpose, but for the most part they were largely - - 

decoration. A r o d  1660, linen and lace canons were gathered and 

lay under the knee?' As Figure 2 1 shows, these ~ m w n ~  âppat to 

be made of a fabric other than lace: they m y  have been ben- 

Only two referaces to canons were found in Q u k  documents, rig. 2l - C41UAU41UAU 
G: Leloir. DicriomIrrir 

an old pair in blue silk, the other pair part of an mscmble. The & -ri.. S.V. 'casa' 

latter also sported several bows and ribbons. 

NEXUS: THE FORMING OF AN ENSEMBLE 

Many of the major masailine garrnent items that have been dipaissed, the hauts- 

&-chausses, justarrcorps, culottes, and veste were evemually incorporatecl into an 

ensemble known as the hobit. Table 5.7 on the foliowing page shows the habits 

combinations found in Quibec documents. 



Table 5 -7 
Masculine Habits - Numericd Summary 
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Analyzing the wearing of the habit is more cornplex than anaiyzing the use of other 

masculine costume pieces. Costume historians writing in English fiequently translate the 

word habit to mean "suit" thus hplying 

the sarne three matching pieces. White 

three pieces genedy made up the habit, 

the pieces were not always matching in 

fabric or color although this appears to be 

case with Figure 22. Where the 

justaucorps, veste, and euloties are the 

same color, the fabric may be different for 

the pieces. Nor were the pieces always the 

same. Even French costume historians do 

not agree with the items that made up the 

habit. Leloir claims that in the 
Fig. 22. Habit 1720. s-: ~uppa(  a a I . . b  C O S W W ~ O ~ O U .  137 

seventeenth-century, the habit was made up of the pou'point, hauts-de-chausses, and 

rnan~eau;~" Boucher says that for the same p e r d  the habit was comprised ofpourpoint, 

hauts4e-chausses, or manteau, or bas, adding that they were al1 of the same fabric and 

color.": In Costume Coutume. the hobit, at the beginning of the eighteenth-century. is said 

'%id., S.". "habit" 

53'~oucher, Histoire du costume, 450. 
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to include a manteau, veste. and culotte." By 17 15, the thrce picces had settled in to be 

jtlstatrcorps wste or gilet, and culotte, mntinuing this way through the reign of louis 

X V . ' 1 3  This is fùnher wmplicated by a niw change that occumed duMg this same 

period: the name j ~ ~ ~ l a ~ c o r p s  was replaccd by the tam 

When examinhg inventories for rdefences to habit, the word itselfis not always 

used, but the combination of garments implies that the notary is teferring to the habit. For 

example, in 1666, notary Becquet nota "Un manteau, parp in t  et h t  de c h s s e  de 

&up pris. . ."f35 aü are of the same frbnc and color thus Mting the description of the 

h b z f  provided by Ldoir. Five years Iaîer notary Filion entas "Un@staucorps une culotte 

de droguet ray6 gamy & boutons &W. un prpo in t  & thoille jaaim. . .'Clcarly these 

pieces were not of the samc fihic or color but they were v h e d  togaha at 20 livres, 

dong with one pair of grey bus, and one pair b k k  &s? 

Iudging fkorn the notariai entries that specify hobit, it appean that, for the most 

part, the ganuents wac all of one color and fabric in the seventeenth-cent~y.~' The 

earliest entry, in Champlain's testkament bequcaths "un hobit & &cp dAngieterre, 

'%qeune-~rangoirc a d  L. Lamorlcac, Histoin L COS~YIIV, 75. a innmory h m  1743 shows (ht 

change in name was bcing usad in Québec: the notary h t e s  "Un [habit] Q drap vicl Sans vcse ni 
culoüe." Apgtndix 1, #lu. 
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pourpoirtct, h l t  et lm de charme dr mesme couleur".sY Here is a clcar indication that 

the same fàbric and wlor were used for the ensemble. In the eighteenth cenn~y, the habit 

had components made fiom diffefent d o n  and fabrics: one imrentory identifies the h b i t  

as k i n g  made fiom an unnamed green làbric, while the culottes were made fiom a black 

&ap.539 in other Uiventories, textiles used wcre &W. sergette. étamine, doguet, and 

peov de soie with colors mgïng from grcy, black, and brown to bluc Md r ~ s s e t . ~  

Merchant, négoçimt, surgeon, silversrnith: this g e n d y  was the genre of 

occupation of those who owned the hbit?' But it is a h  to possible find exceptions: 

habitunt Guillaume Htben, not a weehhy mui judging by his inventory, owned a habit 

valued at forîy 

Ormmmtation could also contn'bute to the qdî ty  of a habit. There was an habit 

"gumy de boutins et gances d ' a r g e ~  d'orjebvrie," another "btomriere et boutons 

dor,"a third habit with silver buttons.w3 Habits were found lined with f e c s  of 

contrashg colors: brown habits with a whne or ecm lining, a blue hbit with a red lining, 

and a brown habit with a russet lining? 

542 Appadix 1, #SA, f i9 .  H e k r t ' s  homt, aecording to the invcnîory, wasjud@ to k cü&pidated and 
uninhabitable with hpairs Mimatai to am marc than a ntw dwriüng. 



When spedcing of costume elanenîs wom together, there are other combinations 

that, while not called an habit, were wom as an ensemble. Table 5.8 shows the numerical 

sumrnary for these pairs of items. 

Table 5.8 
Masculine Ensembles - Numerical Sumrnary 

Although not strictîy an kbi t  by defintion, the combination ofjus!uucorps and 

cufottes or juslaucwps and hrnrts4-c-s suggest an ensemble of sorts. Where these 

are found in the imentories they appar to be made of the same M c ,  serge de 

Londres*"' &opet rayé, bure, and ratine.J46 One ensemble is descri'bed using a &ap de 
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&if. implying a spcci.l fàbric used for mouniing clothcs." The O-, machant 

Eustache Lambert dit Dumont wouid iikely be in a finiaad position to afEord a specid 

garment for mourning. As it happens, this is the only entxy that mentions moumhg 

clothing. 

Where color is indicated, gry and brown are shown. Mon of the two garment 

pieces were lined: the brown ratine ensemble M a green lining ofgrose  r e ~ s c h e : ~ ~  the 

mourning jus!auwips was lined with a d s  noir, the culotte with a groxwjktuirte 

pris.Y9 Oniy one refers to garnisiment of any sort: merchant Bertrand Chesnaye's 

ensemble had gold b u t t ~ i u . ~ ~  

As a l r d y  noted, hts&-chtausses and jtl~faucorps are citd iess fiequentiy as 

individual items uid more fiequmtly with otha dothhg items. Usualiy of the same fabric, 

they are entercd togeiha in documents in a manna tht suggests the items were wom as 

an ensemble. For example, k e  is the mtry 'Un justkmccarps et deux culottes L &q" 

that shows the pieces to be made f?om the same fàbric wfrile the entry "un justaucorps et 

un h f t  de chause de &ap de bure grisw shows ounmss for fhric and color. "' 

Hautsd-chausses are most o h  paired with the j ~ c o r p s .  to mate  an 

ensemble made fiam serge de L o n h s ,  bure, or &guet. Only grey is mmtioned as a 
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color."* The pairing of culottes with thejzutmcoips also creatcd the appcarance of an 

ensemble, partiailady in the anry thaî r d :  "Un/<lstaucorps et d o t e  cle &q de &il 

&blé d'un cadis mir avec &à culoiîe rdoirblée dine poefuroine prisew." Om mtry 

aands out by its uniqumss: the mione can k s e m  aiterd with a uamisule, bar. and 

chaussettes, dl made from c s r i b ~ u . ~ ~  It may be arguai thaî this ary was never imended 

to show an ensemble but ra&r four itmis niade firom m i u .  Since the camisole was 

usually wom next to the skin, and chcnrsrettes may have b a n  wom under the bar, this 

argument has merit. 

UNDERGARMENTS 

Undergarmeas for men am not mentioncd in Québec inventories afker 1703 yct in 

Louisbourg they w m  known fkom 17 13- 1758.s'5 A more comprehensive search of 

primary documents mi* detemine thtir continued use in Québec &er 1 703. 

Table 5.9 on the followuig page provides information on undergarments found in 

the Québec documents. 



Table 5.9 
Masculine Undergarmtnts - Numerical Sunmiary 

Caleçons for men were sometirnes short as in underpants, other times longer like 

a pantaion." It is reamnable to believe they werc wom both ways in Québec. shon 

during the s u m e r  and longer, as a sort of long underwear, during the winter. Rcgardless, 

there are few mentions in Québec documents, oniy seventan. This is numerically 

consistent with the mentions in two other New France l d e s :  twenty in ~ouisbourg.'" 

twenty in Montréal."' The caleçon shows up twice on he d'Orléans.'* There were no 

mentions in Trois-Rivières documents. 
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CWSOLE 

In the seventœnth-ceiitury the ~4misofe wu a gumait with short sleeves, wom on 

top of the chemise and under t h e p o ~ ~ n t ;  it wu cornmoniy made of cotton." No 

colors associated with the camisole are m d o d  in costume history iiteratwe. Québec 

documents con6nn use of the uzmisolo in this time paiod; documents fiom 1635 to 1703 

show the tenn surfâtes rcguiarly. Chunplaids camisole was d e  fiom a sergette in g r y  

and red,"' habitant Hébert owned one made of c ~ o i s , *  other ~4misofes were in a 

variety of toiles, ratine, andfuraine? Whae d o r s  are identifieci, r d  and grey appear 

most oflen? 

C H E M S ~  DE NWT 

No definîtion for chemisene rie nuit could be found, however, the grnent was 

likely sirniiar to the chemisette diswsed next except it w u  resc~ed for weuing at night. 

Today, it would proôaôly be rcfèrred to as a nightgown. 



C H E W S ~ ~  

The chemisette was a lingerie gannmt that covercd the shoulders, hung to the 

waist, and had no sleews. It could be embroidaed and finely worked."' Where 

chemisettes are noted in Québec documents, they are made of basin, créseau, andfitaïne. 

They may have been white as no colon are mentio~ed.~ 

BRASSI& 

The term brassière is not to be contiised with the female garment called by the 

same name today: these are two distuictly different pieces of costume. The brussière was a 

camisole without sleeves, wom by both sexes and in popular use tiom the fourteenth to 

seventeenth-cent~ry~~ in Québec documents the brussière appean only once, in 1635 

Champlain d e d  "a Helene . . . une paire de brassiere de firtaine blanche . . . une autre de 

mesme estoffe a Marguerite. . ."- Thus. the brasdère. wom by both sexes, was important 

enough to be bequeathed fiom a man to two women. 

" Appeadu 1, USA, (128. M O .  

m~ppcndu 1. #2. wltat d c z s  to Héi& Dapa<cs wife dûrmhimc B r t ;  Matgueriw to 
Marguerite Martin, cousin of Htliat Dcsporta~. 



Casud Wear was wom a home, partiCulady in the Qghteenth-cenfury whm loose- 

fitting garments were known as roks & cbnbres. Tonora and Eubanks indicate that 

these garrnents were also wom outdoors?' 

Table 5.10 
Masculine Robe de chombre - Numericd Sunmrary 

ROBE DE CHAMBRE 

French costume historians beiieve the robe a2 c h b r e  was a garment worn 

indoors, a garment with long sleeves, sesurecl at the waist by a cord or Mt. in summer 

they were made of t d e  des Irtrdes. and in molletons for winterersM in Québec the robe de 

chambre was found in the wardrobes of four of the Québec Frmch élite: governor, 

conseiller d?a roi. marchand, uhretsmith. '" But thtse individuais wae  not the only 

members of the Québec uppa class who might have mjoyed the use of the robe cle 

569Tortora and Eub& A Su~cy of Historie _iC. 190. The a l a h m  Q not indi- w k t k r  iby 
are rcfcrring to the aistom as bcing Fhneh or En%isb, 



c h b r e :  there were nmerous W e s  in Québec wïth money, fàmîly 

background, or community -tus whor postmortem 

inventoria would be expected to revd the existence of this 

gument. Why then does the robe de chmnbre appear in only three 

documents? Pahaps for the rune unexplaineci reason Séguin found ody 

two entries h m  Montrial inventories, and 

Audet discavered oniy one énuy in 

pige 23- R h  de inventories on Îfe d'Orléans. In Louisbourg, 
cIYunbrie c. 
1680.-: Lcloir. 
~ - o - =  N QLIIY-. the robe & chambre was found in the 
rv 'robe & Ebimhe.' 

waràrobes of the govemor, sbip captains, and né80çiant - ail 

men of similar means." But no documents fiom Trois- 

Rivières identifid the robe & chumbre. 

The descriptions of rok  a2 c ~ b r e s  wom in 

Québec imply a certain chic: stripaî grey toile, striped taffeta, 

and camelot lined with an eau toile. '" The robe & chambre '* 24. nObcdc &llC '. 
176a Sara: Ltba. f3laœmum 
&-SV 7Obedccbaibr." 

in Figure 23 could vay weU be striped taneta. The most 

elegant was fwhioned of satin woven with a violet and silver background and limd with a 

green t&eta.'" The mbe & chambre in Figure 24 is described as king made of a wod 



OUTDOOR WEAR 

Given winter clirnate conditions, it is cxpected that at least one outdoor body 

garment would be found in the ~(vdrobe of every man. Tab le 5.1 1 on the next page shows 

the distribution of masculine outdoor Wear worn during the period. 

Table 5.1 1 
Masculine Outdoor Wear - Numerical Summary 

! 
l manchon 1 0  f 0  1 2  f 3 ! O  

1 

i redtqarp O O 2 

/ camail 
I I 
1 O O O O 2 

1 chmbk 1 O O 1 ,  O 

t 

i ~ d l l ~  i 2 2 63 292 9 63 46 401 109 758 
I I L I -  - - 



chamois. Sn 

Gants, or gloves, wcn d e  iike gauntlcts, decorated 4 t h  

embroidery, golons~ lace, hges ,  fur. Unda Louis XTV @oves were 

richly made, bccoming more simple u d e r  Louis XV."~ Gonu are not 

mentioncd in Quibec documents until 1666, do not 

appear again until 1703 and spondidy thereafter. 

For the most part, the texde used for gonts is not 

mentioned. Whefc i d d a t i o n  is given, they are 

made of skins or fiu: peau d ' e h ,  castor, Fig. 26. Gant. IF 
=W. h"k 
m. Souoc: L c h .  
h m w  du aanumr. 
rv . 'pa' 

C m r  

European costume historians rdtr to the crpn,t as a s i e c v l e ~ ~  manteau with a flat 

collar that evolved under Henri ïII to becorne a garment with a decp V-neckiine at which 

point it was calied a cqp01.'~ Figure 27 is a gravure of an early -en wearing a c q f .  

Séguin mentions both aqmt and apote. He gives no description of the ccyn,t but delines 

the capote as a iarge garment that was put over one or severil othcr garments. Origuially 



it had a 

the garn 

. h d  which covered the head and h." This desaiption more ap 

nent that is speiied both ways in Canadian iiterature. 

. - - 
- A  h 

s f 9 ~  Le cMY(W civil. 5 1. 
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In Québec documents, the &est record of a u p t  was in 1654.~ Judging by the 

entries, it appears that the cryu,t was in greater use during the Louis ?UV period than any 

other. Ody one mention is made of a cagn,t wrnbined with a ceinîure, a description that 

is too vague to determine ifthat c c ~ p o t  was wom in w h t  is now considered a traditional 

French-Canadian style.YL As weü, none mention the cquchon, or hood. 

Textiles used in the construction of the cqwt  were various wools: créseau. ratine, 

Maine. Ca&, tikrlioguet. M~urmet. t i ~ e t a i m . ~ ~  Two exceptions are in the use of 

coutil, a woven twilled hcmp, and &qp, a wmmon term for fabric in generaLw Colors 

included blue, brown, green and white." 

~ Q u E T ~ E S  

No definition of the raquette appears in g e n d  historical coshune literature. This 

is Iikely because the raquette, or snowshoe, was a uniquely North Arnerican item. More 

curious is the fàct that none of the C a i i a n  authors documenthg costume in New France 

mention the ruquene. Was this because they did w t  aàn in Louisbourg, Montréai, Île 

d'ûriéans or Trois-Rivières? That se«ns unlikely, for winter conditions would d e  the 

raquette. at least for pome individuais, a necessity. One atplanation for their non- 
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appearance suraices: the raquette was not vieweû as a m e  part of the wardrobe. From 

1639 to 1760 raquettes are opotted throughout Quibec documents, I i b g  àther one or 

two pair aiîhough mitre & bmqve T d t  Toupin o d  eight pakYS See Figure 27 

for an illustration of rupettes. 

m m u  

The manteau is best describeci as a type of cape: under Louis WI it was in fhshion 

for al1 seasons, and was worn down to the knees. It had a large collar to which cords were 

attached to aliow the wearcr to shift the m t e u u  fkom one shoulder to another? Where 

textile and wlor are identifieci, the mcarteuu was genarlly constnicted of grey &ql or 

camelot. Two exceptions stand out. Charia Denys, Curaseiller ab Roi owned a manteau 

of red &up with gold buttons that nu valued at forty l i v e ~ ; ~  négoçiant Nicolas Jérémie 

possessed a mante- identifiecl as escarlale ou raquecoine; it closed with Mack- 

embroidered fsbnc buttons and was rlro valued at forty l ~ w e s . ~ ~ ~  MachM Charles 

5 ~ 1 0 u ~  Dictionnaire du costume, IV. "manieau" 

"Appcdk  1, # 1 2 8 . ~ s c o r l ~ ~ ~ a m c m b y t b a c b o m i n c o h i & ~ . o r b y r * h b a i r p c o i .  
Europcaos. nit roquei~yrc wro tbe riuiu of a tinhian initintnl by tbe Duc & RogueIumn duriag tbc 
reign of Louis XIV. HatQuin-Fugkr et ai, les É~ofles, s-v. ''escmhten a d  Leloir, Dictionnaim th 
cosfume, S.V. uioqudruhw U(bQI tk wmtc ''m a~ ro~uelauh" bt was thus enterhg the 
name of a ganrwst worn ody by thme in tk uppcr c h .  
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Guiüimin also poueued an old manteau ~ ~ f e . Y P  Figure 28 shows drawings of the 

manteuu with cords for acijustment wtim wearing. 

In the sixteenth and seventeenthanturies, the casque was slipped over the head 

and hung domi as Eir as the hips - the distinctive costume of 

. the Musiceteers during Louis Xm's reign. Figure 29 shows 

how it was wom loose by the Musketœrs then belted by 

Fig. 29. C . .  -: W. civilians. it was also under Louis XIII that civilian casaqrres 
Dl&-ir & carnrrr. Sv. --- 

were made of d k q ,  somcLimes in silk and almost identical ta 

those of the Musiceters but longer, buttoned in fiont. At the aid of the mgn of Louis 
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XIV, the uiconvcnience of wearùig a loose and flowing cape resulted in the wearing of a 

ceinturon?' 

Chsapes were wom in Québec for more than sixty years, fiom 1639 to 1 723. 

Those cuscaques listecl eariy in sevcnteenth-anhiry inventories were made from &up de 

mes&, grosse toille. and &opet." Oniy one mtry i d d e c i  color as greyggL In 1694, 

merchant bourgaise GWUaume Bouticr possessed a brown casaque, h e d  and garnished 

with gold buttons thu was valued at nAy liwes? The 1703 entry for a casaque is 

deSCnbed as being made of brown ratine and cailed a casque & campagne, suggesting a 

riding coat of some sort. But it was old and in poor condition, worth only seven liwes? 

m h m  

As the diminutive ending impies, the mantelet was smaller than a monteau; it had 

no ~leeves.~* Most document entries for -tele& are associated with feminùie costume. 

Two exceptions were found: in 1747 two old mantelets were described as king made of 

s%loir, Dictionnaire du costume, SV. ' ' c a s q ~ . ~  

'%loir, Biciimnaim dlr mrtume, SV. 'maiilde(." Séguin âcscribes the g a m t  in a similar manmr 
but notes that tbc auiomc of mm wcaring a mantelet m& of colma~idr was pacrid in an iuca fiibm 
Pointe-aun-TdIcs to ï a m d c  in tk Mmîdai S@m, Le costume civil, 109. 
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strïped Cotton and lined; in 1756 four silk mantelets and three cotton muntelets were 

entered in the invmtory pedormcd &a the death of rséguçiant Joseph Riverin. 

~ ~ ~ C H O A '  

The m a n c h ,  or mu& was quite s d  during the reign of Louis Xm. It was 

made with fabric placed b e e n  two bands of fur on the outside; iineô inside with tiir. 

Under Louis XIV, the munchon beurne very large; some 

had a centrai ring in the middle which pennitted thcm to be 

suspendecl fiom the wain by a knotted ribbon or strap. 

Figure 30 iiiustratcs this type of motlchon. Often cascades of 

ribbon wiîh mges feu fiom the m41tchoIt. Oniy two 

refkrences arc made to the manchon in the documents, both 

were fashioned fkom peuu d w s ,  one in 1 703, the second in 

1749;~ and neither wae  garnished with ribbons or fringes. 

Fig. 30. Manchon 1694. souer: 
Rippn~d..&ninurrlclpa* 114. 



In France, the redingote, an outer garment that takes it names fiom the two 

Enghsh words "riding coat", first appeared during La Régence, 1 7 15- 1 723. It was a 

greatcoat worn over, and longer than, 

the jll~laucorps. The ait of the garment 

made it pucker and form pleats at the 

hips. The collar was doubled, the h t  a 

large cape-like collar, the second s t d  

up straight and buttoned high on the 

neck for winterm 

There is a single entry for 

redingote in Québec documents, in 

1 742? Séguin claims that the fint 

redirigofe was not worn More  the 

middle of the eighteenth-century in New 

France.600 
Fig. 

600 Séguin, Le cosrume civil, 119. Séguin nnAr t& redingote docunwntcd in 1753 which may bave 
i n f l u e d  his amclusion tbat tby wth na woni kfoh the mickjk ofthe antury. 



SuRnio~  

The surtotlt is a term îhat is generally applied to men's outer coats and cloaks 

regardless of their fonn." In QuCkc. s u r l o ~ ~  were known by this term from 171 7 to 

1 756, made of Cadis d 'Avi' , boMucan, and ratine de Montairbmr. The 17 17 surtout 

had buttons made with gold thread anâ w u  valued at eighty livres.cm 

CRWL 

The camail was a short manteau with a hood that was made of &upa The two 

camails found in Québec documents were both made of carnefof, one in 1742, the other in 

1756. 

CHASUBLE 

Originally, the chasuble was a piece of civil clothing wom by both men and 

women that was used when traveiling or in the min and may or rnay not have had a hood. 

In the seventeenth-century it beurne a hturgid  gannent exclusively .- It is thaefore 

interesthg to fmâ a single mtry for this garmmt in the inventory of Richard Denis, Sieur 

de Fronsac, who was not a m e m k  of the dagy? 

6 0 ' ~ k r ,  Histoin du costume, 4%. 

6 0 2 ~ ~  1, Y l 1 l& C l  19, # l m  #164. 

603Leloir. Dictionnaim dlu costume. S.V. Yd." 

%loir, Dictionnaim hi costumr, S.V. " ~ k . "  

a~ppndix 1. Y78. 



In a historical d g ,  mitaines were unliLe "mittons" that are wom today: they 

c o v d  the hud but lefi the fingen Miikairiies 

were known in Québec as eariy as 166 1 ; in 1 728 then 

was one pair made of unidentified black skin anâ 1ùKd 

with marten.m 

INDOOR HEADWEAR 

Indoor headwear for men, during the day, or at night, wu an essential item of 

costume. Table 5.12 on the foilowing page shows fiequent owmrohip of more than one 

piece of headwear. 



Table 5.12 
Masculine Indoor Headwear - Numetical Sumrnary 

B o r n  AND C o f m  

The word co~fle refers to any kind of Mric wom on the head. For men, the cofffe 

was often wom under a chrqreau or apemque. The bonnet 

originaliy had the same sort of definition, that is, any 

headwear that was not a chqpau. During the seventeenth 

and eighteenth-centurics one rarely went to bed without a 

co~fle, r d t i n g  in the name bumet & nuit d n g  into use. 

There is little doubt that bonnets and cotflcs were 

worn by men at borne for they appear consistentiy in the 

documents for all paiods, somdirnes r e f d  to as co~fle & boIrnet or cotfle a &omet. 
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Most inventories have one, thra, or four Md, but forty coiges dè bonnet were noted in 

one d a g e  agreement, ckvcn of them garnished with rows of lace.- 

Most ofien the &mets were made of toile, but they could also be seen in kàïne, 

veIours, and r n ~ ~ s . s e I i n e s ~ ~  Habitant, nioielot, nuwchcmd, and seigneur alilce possessed 

bonnets of varying quaiity uid value."0 ?by could alsa be a luxurious hdpiece for 

gentlemen: Governor g d  Rigaud de Vuidrad had a ve imrs  borner embroidered in 

go14 and valued a ten livres. By cornparison, a new wpper casserole in his possession 

was worth Oght liiws."' Figure 33 shows an indoor b o m t  bat may have ban 

embroidered. 

In addition to wearing a h a d  covering during the &y, mm wore a headpiece at 

night, no doubt for added -th. While not a fàshion exclusive 

to New France, the wearing of a night cap of some son was 

probably considercd a ncceJYty d u h g  cold winter nights. Many 

times the colonists owned more than one bonnet cte nuit: one 

Fig. 34. Barnrr de mir, 
18& caituq. sara. L&U. 
C)icnoamstm & oodii*~. rv. -- 
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sailor had eight and a Coltseiller rlL roi had Figwe 34 shows a typical bolutet de 

mrir of the eighteenth-century. In general, colors of coiffes and bonnets were not specified. 

In aii probability they were white, but there is one exception: that of a yellow  COI#^?^ 

BONNET D 'ANGLOIS 

No definitions could be fomd for this type of indoor headwear. The bonnet 

&mgIois was seen in a 1639 invent~ry.~'' 

OUTDOOR HEADWEAR 

Table 5.13 illustrates the varieîy and q&ty of outdoor headwear wom by the 

Table 5-13 
Masculine Outdoor Headwear - Numerical Sumrnary 



, bonner a büteau O 
L 

I 

/ bonner plu 1 O 

CHRP~U/CH#UU DE CASTOR 

The chapeau, or hat, refèrs to a type of heaàwear made with nsrrow or wide brims 

which could be fashioned fiom various r na t au l~ .~ '~  For outdoon, men generally wore the 

chapeau: at 424, the n u m k  of entries is the largest of any masculine headwear item. In 

spite of the availability of wildlife, the European popularity of the beaver hat did not seem 

to be one adopted by those in New France: of the fXty-four documents itaniPng 

masculine gannents, only six entries were for c@uu de ca~lw."' Figures 3 5,36,37, 

3 8, and 39 on the foiiowing page show the evolution of hat styles during the period under 

research . 

6 ' b 1 ~ i r ,  Dictionnaire àu costume. S.V. " c m w  

6 1 7 ~ n d i x  1, #SA, #U, #76, -3, # 122, XL35. 



Fig35 Fig. 36 Fig 37 Fig. 38 Fig. 39 
CIrapau c. 1643 Ciroparnr c. 1675 CIropuau c. 1700 Chapeau c. 1 ï2S CIropcpv c. 1760 
samx Ldmr. -II! clu -. SV. -cirpu- 

The tupuabord was wom in the seventeenth-century and 

gen- appeared in blue, r d ,  or grey. It had a wide brim to 

protect agajnst bad ~ e a t b a . ~ ' ~  in Québec, the tqabord was 

wom during the latter part of the reign of Louis X[U and eariy 

into the reign of Louis XIV appeariag &y in uivmtories of thow in the lower class 

such as matelot or Jaûoureur ctome~ziiqw.~~~ They can dso be seen in two other 

inventories: g d s  Ieft on a ship by the d e  of a merchant and merchant Bertrand 

Chesnaye's in~cntory.~ In both cases, there may have ban intendeci for sale rather than 

for personal use. 

618 S é e  Le costume chil. 140. 

619 Appt* 1,#8, f17. 

-~pgcadix 1, #22. 
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BONNETA B A - ~ U ;  BOMVET PLU 

Headwear mention& in Québec inventories, but not identifid in other parts of 

New France include the bonne! à batteau and botanet plu. It is possible that these two are 

the same item aithough costume literaîure does not idente  either of these term.  

The bonnet à &eau was found in five documents, fiom 17 19 to 1732. They were 

primarily made of wool and came in dinerent colon inciuding r d  and peach."' 

CHAPEA LIMGLOIS 

No definition for this item could be found. Two chapuux mgIois were sold at 

auction in 1639 after the death of Guiilaume HCbat. The pair sold for one livre, twelve 

sols, six  nier^.^ 

CIULIPOWE 

The carqpme is a Gallic tem, rderring to an item wom in the e d y  centuries by 

the ordinary man and best descrikd as a hood? The ~~e is a singie entry. show as 

cmcyunrce. in the the document a s  a S t  plu. Both these items klonged to Abraham 

Mutin, and as a ship's pilot, they may have ban u d û l  items to wear aôoard ship?' 



SPECLAL HEADWEAR AM) ACCESSORJES 

In addition to wearing indoor and outdoor headwear, the Québec gentleman also 

catered to the wearing of the perruque and its fiquent cornpanion, the bourse. Table 5.14 

shows the items in this special headwear category. 

Table 5.14 
Masculine Speciai Headwear - Numerical Surnmary 

PERRÜQUWPEARUQUE EN BONNET 

The pemque. or wig, began as a result of the premature baldness o f  Louis XIIL 

The fashion continued under Louis XIV with courtesans attempting to imitate the 

beautiful curly hair of the Sun King. Thus, the pemrque went fiom being excessively large 

in the seventeenth-century to the more compact pemique of the eighteenlh-century.a The 

earliest entry for a p m q u e ,  in 1678, indicetes that it was already old, the only mw for a 

new p e m p e  was in 1737 leading to speailation it was an item not quickly replaced by 

the Québec colonistm Figures 41,42,43, and 44 show the evdution of the perruque 

- -  - 

6 %eloh, Dictionnaire du costume, SV. 'p~quc." 

626 Appendix 1, #54, U135. 



Fig. 4 1. 
Pemcgue, 1650. 

Fig. 42. Fig. 43. 
Pe-, 1690. Pemquc ,  1715. 

fiom 1650 to 1760. 

BOWE 

In the eighteextth-cmtury a smaU sack to contain 

the hair at the back of the neck was widely used: the 

bourse. The hair capturd by the bourse could be naturai 

or that of a prrtlgue.62' Wbik costume hidorians have 

referred to the bourse as k i n g  made of silk, Québec 

entries for the bourse do aot id* textiles usda 

Whether these were made of siik or not, they were fâr 

Fig. 44. 
Permque, 

from plain: one was gmie  de pu l l~ l l~  d'urgent, another b r d é  d ' q e n t j i .  62g 

628~ .  AOdtlPD. B W  d Madgc MLDQ A Hisîoy of FPahion (New York: W i l W  M o m  & 
compaay. Itic.. l!m), 206. 





/ N&otd.rrmuihM i f 1 19 i 13 j 37 i 
I I ; d a  in this a t c p q  1 l I 

&bots were carved fiom a single piece of wood, sometirnes 

with a band of leather that covered the instepa3 Figure 46 shows a 

subot without this leather band. Séguin attests to the popularity of 
Fig. 46. Sabot. ~ a ~ o c :  
D a r r e n Y d f k  
EnorloPdi4,w~c,, the sabot in the Montréal area and they have been doaimenteci on ne 
(Ladaa: B.T. Bjdd 1978). 
S V  '&t' 

d'Oriéan~.~  On the eastmi seaboard, they were not genedy a part 

of the Louisbourg wardrobe."' The sabots üsted in Québec inventories appear to be 

- -  - - -  

abloir,  Dictionnaire du costume* S.V. 'sabot." 

6 Y ~ ~  Le costume civif* 15 1-1 52; Au&, Le costume p 4 y s ~ .  143. 

6 3 b ~ m n a d t ,  Le coslulll~ mascyIin. 67. 
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intended for sale as one pason was in possession of sixty-two pair, while merchant Jean 

Minet owned 140 pair? No inventories show colonists owrüng one or two pair. 

In September, 1749 Kalm notes that "the peasants, and especially their wives, Wear 

shoes which wnsin of a piece of wood hoiiowed out, and are made almost as slippers.*' 

None of the Québec docummts dirtinguish betwan d i n e  and ferninine sabofs; they 

were kely interchangeable. 

SOZ/LIERS/SOU~ER~ M Ç A I S  

At the beginning of the reign of Louis MIF, souliers, or shoes, were round t d ,  

the upper part extcnding slightiy over the sole, taicing on a square toe by the end of his 

reign. Under Louis XIV heels becamc high and straight, the toe pointed or rounded 

according to frshon? Figures 47.48.49, and 50 show the change in shoe styles from 

1640 to 1750. The s0uIkrs could be distinguished by the adjectiveJianpis although this 

is rare, in most cases they are sïmply identi6ied as souliers and the reader is left to assume 

they were souliersJi.anpis. Regardles. Québec men did not own many d i e r s ,  three 

63ke10it, Dictionnaire du costume, S.V. "sarlier." 

Q 9 ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  @OIS wac Im>wn to bc h d d  for Q d b c  w k n  tk Fimfb sûip Lu Superbe was 
captu& 28 March 1757. Ont burique aMEaining one hudfcd cight pairs is naad; anothtr cntq 
indicatal nint &ai~wes SmIiers Anglois. TUS lrrnv ship also carriad six hundrui forty tight pairs 
identifiai only as svuliers. La Supehe, PRO, HCA 3U246. 



Fig. 49. Fig. 50 
Sorlim. 1720. Soulim, 1750. 

pair are the mon documentecl in any one i a ~ e n t o r y . ~  Nor were tbey a particularly 

expensive item, one pair in 1663 were vaiued at five livres and ten sols,"' a new pair in 

1677 were five li~es,~%vhile two pair in 1 737 were worâh 

five livres.a3 

Sdiers de Normande. Costume historians do not id- this type of soulier 

with a particular description. 1 suggest that thcy are simply a type of souliiersfia~b~~s. 

Souliers de Roclkiie. Costume historians do not i d e  this as a special type of 

sortlier. It is possiile they originated in La Rochelle in France, or were a shoe made 

dornestically in the Québec area 

Smiiers & Part>- Paris is not identifid as king a source of special shoes. 

However, since some fàbrics made in Paris were intendeci for the bourgeoisie and for at 
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court, it is possible tha these w a e  speR ai in thn respect. The souIiers & Pms found in 

the inventories klongd to a marchrPd bourgeoisea 

SOULIERS~UVAG~ 

the No d e o n  of souliers n g e s  appears in costume history literature; like 

ccp>or. it was a North Amencan aberration. If the mufiers m g e s  were indeed 

moccasins, then it would be reasonablc to assume they would be used with the 

raquefies.Yet of the four inventories that identi& mufiers SLnOiY7ges, only one of those 

inventories indicete the person aloo owned r o g w n e ~ . ~ ~  

EXARPINS 

The escarpin w u  a ooA shoe without a Id, somciUnes wom imide a In 

Québec, they were wom as early as 1692, wnni eight pair of simple esampins were 

entered in one merchant's inventory. Thcy rcappeared in the documents in 1742 when 

silversmith Jacques Page 04 two pair e s c c q i ~ t s . ~ ~  

"'- 1. #72. #139. In 1757. La N o m l e  Ctms!rrnt ir Imowa O h.vc bœn camybg WC 

hundred eighty six pair of men's escorpins whtn stœ was capbusd. LP NowcIIe Constmt. PRO, HCA 
3U246. 
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PRNTOLIFLES 

Thepantuufle had no qruria and in this respect rcsembled mules. T h q  dso had 

srnall flat h d s  or no k l s  and could be fashioned of fabric or ttr uppers and leather 

soles.6u Most of the pmtoujles f d  in Québec documents wae owned by womm 

although there is one refèrence for a dozen pairs pour h ~ m r n e . ~ ~  

B O ~ O I T I N E S / C A V A U U P E ~  

Botles. bommmsV miieres: ail wae bootts of Mermt styles, fashionable in 

civiiian costume during the Louis ]Cm period and well into the reign of Louis XIV? 

Fig. 51. Borru, 1638. 
SarPcr.Leloir. Dlcaoriwi. di 
aamrmr. rv "bac.' 

Only two pair of &uttes or boitines were found in the inventories, 

both with spurs yet neither man appeared to be directly d a t e d  

with the military."' Those men who were military officers did not 

own boots by any The statue of Champlain in Québec 

suggests he wu wearhg boots, but there are none mentioned in 

his tesronent. The third mention of bots is that of the cadière, 

a type of bottine, this pair garnished with l a d s 3  

- 

"Leloir. Dictionnoin du costume. S.V. C(pantaifk." 

" 9 ~ n d i x  1,1122. 

6%loir, Dictionncrin du c o s ~ m e .  S.V. '40aff, battinesn. 

65'Appcdix 1, W. Ml. 

6s2sœ for eumplc AppmdïX 1. W. W1. 

6 5 3 ~ n d ï x  1. 158. 
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Because so fêw inventories document bmts of any sort, the question arises as to 

what the colonist might have wom, partiailady outdoon in inclmiait weather. Other 

f o m  of footwear, O<e the s o u l i e r s f i ~ s  would not Uely 

hold up under winter conditions. Even in Montréal, where 

Séguin used 21 2 inventories in his study, ody two entries for 

bottes are given, one entry for bottinesSbY Audet does not 

document any bottes or boninos on Île d'Orléans, nor d a s  La 

Grenade for Louisbourg. Audet's study begins in 1670 which 

Fig. 52. Butte. 
1660. W. 

. . Dicoomoimdcr 
aclyiii., x v  'kme' 

may be tw late for boîtes .Ithough judging from Québec notarial entries, the age and 

condition of clothing items seem to play no role in whether the item is retauied past its 

fashion. La G r d e ' s  mdy begins in i 7 1 3, weil put the popularity of the botte. 

ACCESSORIES 

The numkr of different aceesmries wom by men is luge. As cari be seen in Tabk 

5.16 on the foUoMng page, clc~essories were not necessarily ui item of clothing. In the 

seventeenth and cightcenth-centuries mme accessories were ~nsidered indispensable by 

fashionable gentlemen. 

654 
Le cosnuiK civil. 149. 



Table 5.16 
Masculine Accessories - Numerical Summary 

M o u c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o u c ~ o i ~  DE POCHE 

Throughout costume history, the mouchOir/mouchoir & p k  has been iddf ied  

as a luxurious item, oflm made of lace and richly embroidercd. Sometimes they were 

decomtecl with gold or s i l ~ e r . ~ ~  Whilc mouchoirs are manioned in ten inventories, all 

&a 1678, none are describcd as what Mght k considercd luxurious. Where descriptions 
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are offimi, they are noted as king made of toile. toile cles I . s .  and Cotton. Om 

colonia owned forty mouchoirs of foille & cotlon of srmll blue and white squares, 

suggeoting they may have bcen a ginshun? 

Jarretières consistecl of nibons placed unda or over the hee, and were wom for 

centuries by women as well as men. Under Louis Xm, men's jarretières wcre made as 

large rosettes, often decorated with h g t s .  From the eighteenth- - 

I 
century on, jarretières were made as grommets and could adjust to the 

size of the kgLs8 

In Quibec, jarretières were known as 

early as 1672 when one pair are noted as being 

Fig. 53. Jamn2rr, 
163s. sarec: MDY. silk, From 17 15 to 1728 the accessory was 
DlcliommIrr &M 

S V  - j d à F  - 
p r i d y  of woal and grem&, a fabric made of 

flaw and cotton. In 1756, négoçiant Rivain had 142 pair of F i s  54. Jamti&lr, 
18& I;MLLII~. saioc. 
Irbir. m c .  du 

jarretières in his store inventory, sixty-two pairs of those being silk -œ.a-v. ---- 
and six pairs of laine <iY P q s ,  one of the sume refêrences to domestic textile~.~" 

6 " ~  1. #122. 

65%l~ir, Dictionnaire dY cosnrme, SV. u ~ . *  

6w~pptndur 1. M8, I l  104 #ll'l. 11 18, #ll9. #120, #122. X164. 
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CANNE 

The cmure was an indispensable accessory for the elegant gentleman. It does not 

appear in Quebef inventories until 1703, in the wardrobe of a ConseiIIer dL roi. 

Subsequent refaences to the came, some with siIverpoignées, are secn through to 1760. 

Mon of the ownen were in the position of Co~tseiIIer rb, roi?" 

POCHES 

In the seventeenth-century, the p k  was a bag independent of the garrnent, since 

clothing was generally hhioned without pockets. When the jusla~corps entered the 

fashion scene, poches were inwrporated into the gsnnent, h t  vcrtically, then 

horizontally."' Even after thepstkmrcorps was well estabtished on the fahion m e ,  

poches were Suu bang kept? Poches in Québec were made from coarse or comrnon toile 

and cotton, and appear in the documents fkom 1677 to 1746. 

C E r m  

The use of a klt, or ceinture, would secm to be an indispensable item for mai yet 

not al1 men ownd one: the first document wtiere âhc ceintwe appears is in 1678 where it 

is deScnbed as king miped silk. Sevcn more documents cite the ceinture, but fàil to 
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provide mention of fâbnc. An exception Lies in 1749 when the ceinture is descn'bed as 

being made of black p e d  with a siivcr b ~ c k l e . ~  

EPMPÉE ET C E I ~ O N  

The ceinturon was an accesmry to hdd the épie or sword, a sort of Mt ikom 

which the e#e hung. Four ceinhaons are noted in the documnts, three of these 

inventories also indicate an épée among the petson's klongings? 

BAUDRIER 

The M e r  couid be fPshioned fiom leather or textiles, a band wom across the 

body to hold a sword or sabre. Ahhough it was mainly a milituy accessory, the bmakier 

was occasionally wom by civiliansW This is true of those worn in Québec. as four of the 

men who owned bw&iers had been cissociaîed with the military,a while thret othas 

were net? 
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Coum 

Duclng the reign of Louis XIV thae was a fashion for wearing heavy silverplate or 

goldplate colliers, or ~ U a r s . ~  The colliers for mai found in Québec documents show 

them to be fashioned of copper and amber? 

The gibecière was a flat type of bag with no closure, 

much like a woman's handbag that has a flap that folds over 

and acts as a closure. It w u  u d y  wom on a bek6'" In 

Québec, the three refierences to gibecières show two to be 

made of leather, a third specifies moose. None were valued at Fig. 5s. ~ b c c i d ~ .  -: 

LdaP. Dwïowwm & aaibirir. 
rv. "g~bsaac.' 

a high p r i ~ e . ~ ~ '  

Bape usuaily r e f h  to a Nig thu is wom on the f i n g ~ r . ~ ~  Jeweilery of any sort is 

a rare find in the documents and bagues are no exception. Champiain bequeathed a gold 

bague which had a diarnond; thrce gold bogues and two made of unidcntified Stones were 

%loir, Dictionnaim du cusî~me. S.V. "cdlia." 

1. #28. W8. Y1 1 1 A. 

6 7 b l o ~ .  Diciio~~ttuirc dit costvme, S.V. " g i i . "  

671 Appcndix 1.28, R 1 0 0 ,  R143. 

6n~eloir, Dictionnaim du costwne. S.V. aiyc." 
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mentioned in the contract of marriage bnweai Étienne Racine and Marguerite Martin, 

daughter of Abraham a art in? 

BRASSELET 

Men and women everywhere have wom metal circles on the Mst and on the 

ankle. In some cases, the brasselet wu made of rich matcriais and ke ly  worked*' The 

single entry for a masculine brasselet was in 1663 ."' 

THE RELEVANCE OF ABSENCE 

JABOT 

During the reign of Louis XIV ,  the jabor was a piece of he ly  gatbered toile or 

batiste that was wom at the fiont of the masculine chemise. The jabot could al- have 

been made of lace. and was usualiy exhibitecl unbuttoned at the top of the ~ s t e . ~ ' ~  No 

jabots were mentional in any of the documents used for this study. There is, however, the 

occasionai reference to chemises thaî were m i e s  & baziste6" 1s it possible that this 

garnishrnent is the jabot? Examhing additional documents may answer that question. 

6nAf lpdh 1, n2.13. 

67 blair, Dictionnoire du costume, S.V. -au 

6 ' s ~  1. #28. 

b16tA~~ir, Dictionnain? ai costume, S.V. ujlba" 

6 n ~  1, Y119. #120. W159. 



RHI.YEGR.! i E 

Under Louis XIV. the rhit?eg-m took over from the harrts-rlr-chausse~.~~~ No 

rh~rregruws were found in the Québec inventones. 

Seguin found two inventories that listed the 

r h z t t e ~ m e  but no mention is made of them in other 

Xew France locations. 

Seguin daims that the wearing of the woolen bonnet in New France does not 

appear before the first quarter o f  the eighteenth-century. Funhemore. he beiieves it to be 

a Canadianisrn since it is not found in any old French di~ t ionar ies .~ '~  He points out that in 

1749 Kalm noted the wearinç of trrques in New France: red in the Québec district, blue in 

the  Montréal district while those in Trois-Rivières were generally white?' None of the 

Québec inventories refer to the Elfpe although items by this name have been mentioned in 

678 Lcloir. Dicrionnaire du cosrume, S.V. "hautsdeîhausses." 

679 The word "roque" appears in Leloir. Illustrations that accompany the en- are quitc dissimilar to 
the ilcm we know in Canada as a ruque. Lcloir. Dictionnaire du cosrunie. S.V. "toque.- 

6x0 Sguin Le cosrume civil. 143 
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Montréal documents. One of these entries indicates the color red which is inconsistent 

with Kalm's observations."' 1 would suggest that the colors seen by Kalm in the three 

districts were predominant coiors, rather than being exclusive to the areas. 

There are. however, references to the bomef de lairre for men in Quebec 

documents: two old and used bortnets de Innw appear in one inventory in 1737. I believe 

that this may be a description of the ruqrre. If the descriptions had shown that the borotets 

de fame were knitted, this would support my theory. Unfonunately, that was not the case 

with the documents used for this study. 

it was during the reign of Louis .W that 

the nicortre made its appearance, soon becoming 

standard headwear for men on the continent. But 

no rricorrtes are seen in the Québec inventories, 

nor in inventories elsewhere in New France. 

Fig. 57. Triconte, 1753. swvx ~ u p p c n a a l .  ~o 
cnrtirme jrrmqar.  1%) 
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THE SEARCH CONTINUES 

Mer examinhg the nirisailine costume in Québec &om 1635- 1760, the naturai 

question arises as to how f d n e  costume in Québec wu similu to French ferninine 

costume, and how it may have differed nom that of other locales in New France. Chapter 

6 incorporates this information. 



6 - FEMI[NINE TRAPPINGS AND THE LrITLEST COLONIST 

FASHION AND THE COLONIST 

In 1749 and 1750 Swedish botanist Pehr Kalm joumeyed throughout New France 

and New England; wMe traveling fiom Montréai to Quebec, he wrote this description of 

ferninine costume: 

Their jackets are sbort and so are tbeir skirts which scarœiy mach down to tbe 
rnicWe of tbeir lep- Theu sbœs are o h  Like tbase of the Fimi& women, but 

are sometimes pfovicied ~ i t h  heels. They have a silver cross hanguig down on 
the breast. ... Wben they go out of doors they Wear loag cloaks, which cover al1 
their otber clatbes and are either grey, bruwn or blue. Men sometimes niake use 
of them wben they are obligeci to walk in tbe min. The women have the advantage 
of bemg in a déshobillé un& these cl&, witbout a q b d y ' s  perceiving it.682 

How does this description fit with r e f e r m a  found in Québec documents? 

Moreover, how did the female colonist dress during the long period before Kalm's 

voyage, as weli as the years foiiowing his voyage? 

Kalm added that the men of New France were known to cornplain greatly of the 

female custom of "taking too much care of their dress, and squandering ail their fortune 

and more upon it . . . '- indeed, both the range of garments and the number of times 

they were rnentioned in the documents suggests that the women of Québec were, for the 

most part, well clothed, with the size of the wardrobe and lavishness dependent on the 

occupation of the husband. Table 6.0 shows the occupation or status of the husband, 

either alive or deceased, in the inventories that contained women's clothing references. 



Table 6.0 
Occupation or Status of Men 

marchand. irinrmir ( m d m d .  w) 1 1  1 

morch~nd; consetlier du roi Consed scmwrarn (nrrrhn; king*r oauriUa in thc Conr4rl scmnmct~n) 



j o m p r i m œ w  j No. / 

; habitant ~ n v r -  (bibhr4 - )  i l  i 

CHEMISE 

As with masculine costume, the chemise was the most 

common item owned by women of Quibec. The chemise for a 

woman was always longer than the chemise for a man, and tike the 

male garment, it was wom next to the skui. They were sometirnes 

white, sometirnes wlored, md often decorated with embr~idery .~  

None of the envies in Quibec documents i d e n e  the chemise in 

any color. Figure 58 and Figure 59 show the chemise with decoration, perhaps lace, 

around the neckline and on the sleeves. Only one inventory shows that the chemises were 

decurateci in any way: in 1679, four new chemises wcre garnished witb lace."' The 



1 
4 illustration of the chemise in Figure 60 is a 

go& example of the lmgth of the chemise 

in the eighteenth-centwy. 

With one exception, those women 
SaPa: Lclolr. Diciumnpm & 
QRdYIIY. L V  --- 

who owned chemises owned more than 

one.= Yet the variety of textiles used wss not as varied as that of 

masculine chemises. Table 6.1 shows the number of chemises 

recorded and the textiles used. 

Table 6.1 
Ferninine Chemises - Numerical SU~~MIY 



The total number of chemises enterd for women is much less than those for men: 

479 for women, 639 for men, with 4 1% of the feminllie chemises behg made fiom toile de 

Rouen. Only 14% of aiî masculine chemises were made fiom the same textile. With only 

one emy in the documents, the demi chemise is not oniy aa a n o d y  but something of a 

myaery. There is no mention in costume bistory literaaue of a &mi chemise. I f  it is not a 

weil-known historicai gannent, perhaps the owner, for whatever teason, had ait down a 

fù11 chemise. 

In comparing the value of the garment, Taôle 6.2 shows some chemises were 

estimated at as little as three sols, whiie others were valued at as much as seven liwes. For 

the most pan, the unit value of the chemise was less than five livres? 

Table 6.2 
Value of Feminine Chemises 163 5- 1 760 



The number of chemises and their value appears to Vary according to the 

occupation or status of the husband. But the textile used also played an important rote: 

those chemises made of toile & Rouen were consistently valued higher than chemises 

made 6om hemp or tode herbée. The use of domestic toile in chemises does not appear in 

the documents until 1 7 5 0 . ~  

UPPER BODY GARMENTS 

The variety of uppa body gannents for womm is not great; ofter 1706 the corser 

is the one item that aimost exclusively pnvails. As Table 6.3 on the following page shows, 

the corset and mtamhes are the two upper body garments that were most conunon. 



Table 6.3 
Ferninine Upper Body Garrnertts - Numerical Summary 
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CORSET, CORPWCOAPS DE JUPE 

According to one costume historian, the corset was a garment for the upper body 

that could have had sieeves, or not. At various times throughout the seventeenth and 

eightemth-centuries, the decorative fiont was prominently displayedw' Figure 6 1 on the 

following page shows a type of corset with fiont lacing. 

6% eotry did na iidicate a quantity. Tbt numbtl was îaicen u, ôc one. 

691 Boucbcr, Histoirc àii costume, 446. 



The corset makes its fint appearance in Québec 

documents in 1706 and appears in almost every subsequent 

doaiment through to 1754. fbey were both plain and decorative, 

some made of toile or caris!, others trimrned with siiver, some 

covered with dver-trllnmed damask. 

Three corsets are descn'bed as b o n d  

Whae color is given at a& only white is 

Fig. 6 1. Corset, mid-10th 
~entury. ~ ~ e c c :  wrbrar shown? Figure 62 shows a corset witb 
D~cfzo- cfcniiu-. 1 17. 

back lacing. 

The c q s ,  sosnetimes written as corps de jupe. was a 

whalebone body ganncnt siniilar to the corset.a3 The corpdcorps 
Fig. 62. Corset, mid- 
18. C a l n P y .  source 

Cariumr. 117 
de jupe was not as elaborate as the cwset: no silver-aimmed 

damask for this v e n t ,  black drqp and r d  amtelot were more the order of the day. 

~ ? ~ K C H E S  

Munches, or slaves, were very boufiànt unda Louis XiII h m h g  l e s  

voluminous by the end of his rcign. At the start of Louis XIV's reign, the manches were 

69 ~cbcsirdetnh~,tbcCOIPswrra~liiltcdbodiafi~wichrmodto~en<han 

Lcloir, Dictiolvlaine du cosnunc, S.V. "ooq~." At tbt sîart ofthe m m ,  the corps was fittcd 
with whalebo~y a d  becPurw knmvn as tht corps à baleine. La ûrcm&, Le costumefiminin, 7. 
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shoner but never went higher than the b e d  of the am, a fwhion laigth that lasted umil 

after the period under study. During La Régence, 1 7 15 to 1723, and until around 1750, 

the sleeves had d s  with flat pleats that created a fàn effkctW 

The documents i d e  manches and fm nmncheflS but there is no indication of 

how they may have been used. Nom Waugh says that in the 1630s, the "sieeve and luiing 

were seamed separately a d  gathered together, the bottom into a band and the top 

gathenng arranged on the shouiders and down the back of the ar~nhole. ' '~~~ In tk 

eighteenth-century, sleeves were Irned, and "sewn to the dress fiom the inside as firr as the 

head of the sleeve, which, Iefi nw,  is arranged in s d  pleats on to the outside of the 

lining on top of the s h ~ u l d e r s . ~ ~  Waugh believes that the sieeve was not sewn in al1 

round fiom the inside until fier 1770. If sleeves were king onni in separately the 

question arises as to  why there are not more identifid in the documents: oniy eleven pair 

were found. Moreover, a fùrther question arises wncerning the matching of sieeves to 

garment: those documents that mention sleeves do not mention rnatching chemises, 

manfeaur, or robes. One possib'ity is that the sleeves were intended to be different fiom 

the rest of the garments with which they were wom: one entry for a black &q corps de 

jupe is combineci with two sleeves of blue b r w d .  

%loir, Dictionnaim àu costume, SV. "manche." 



The use of the jusrotrcorps by women was rare. Oniy two inventories document 

their existence yet both women owned more than one. In 1676 the wife of a tailleur 

d 'hobits owned thme, one brown jusraicorpî of unspecified fobric, two othas made from 

bain .  In 1679 betrothed Geneviève Macart came to her m a g e  with four j t lst~ucops, 

ali made fiom h i n ,  a cotton fabric. 

The pièces noted in the Québec documents are Sikely a reference 

to the pièce d'estomac, an item worn at the front of the bodice that rnay 

have been mmmed with silk or gold? Only one entry appears that 

describes mch lwninous trimming, "une piece de Coq do?' valued at 

Fig. 63. Pièce, =. thirty-five By cornparison, the other pièce entq, in 1 754, was 
1750. SUXCC. wil- 
h c l l o w ~ y  of CosTuru. 
I TS estimated dong with a corset at one lhw.'OD Figure 63 shows apiece 

decorated wit h ptzssmenterie. 



The hsc was developed to maimain cigidity in the bodice. It was a svip of wood, 

metai, ivory, or bone and could be rounded, flat, or ~ i l p t e d . ' ~ '  The single entry for bur 

was in 167 1 that idenafies it as having been made fiom whaiebone and of little value.702 

NECKWEAR AND ACCESSORIES 

Table 6.4 provides a surnmary of items classifieci as garniture and neckwear. 

Table 6.4 
Ferninine Garniture and Neckwear Accessories - Numerical Sumrnary 
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T hefichu was a piece of sofi cotton, mousselm or silk fabnc that women in the 

eiahteenth-centw used as decoration at the neck and shoulders. It was - - 

not wom k n ~ t t e d . ~ ~  Thefich fht appears in Québec documents in 1 7 10 

in the inventory of the wife of a h a b i ~ .  Four years later, a mason's wife 

is known to have owned four made of siIl<, indienne, gme, and striped 
Fig. 64. Fichu c. 
1730. sanrr- kitm. 
Diaionnarre du toile.70s Figure 64, afichu from around 1730, Iwb to have bcm made 
camrrm. s.v iidur- 

fiom a sofi fabnc iiie gase or siik. 

MO~;CHOIR DE COL 

The mouchoir & col was usually made ffom a silk that resembled satin. It had no 

wrong side resulting in designs king worked on both sida.  Merchants acquired them 

from Lyon, Nîmes, and India. Few ordinary women purchased them? Those women of 

Québec who owned mouchoirs de col owned many of them. In 1637 eighteen were listed 

in a coltbat & m a g e ,  in 1688 another w o m  owned twenty made fiom different sons 

of white toile and tflett~s.~*~ The tm mouchoirs de col mentioned in 1694 identifid two 

7 %loir, Dictionnaire du cosrume, S.V. "fichu" 

7 0 5 ~ n d i x  1, #106. #110. 

7%dna a d9Akmkt, Enqdopédie ou dictionnc1irc, S.V. 'mouchou dc col." 

707 Appmdix 1, #3, #69. 
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made of lace, Qght of toile and cotton. AU were white.7m The last document e n t ~ ~  appears 

in 1728 whm three simple mouchoirs & col were ïn~entoried.~~ 

kikYCHE7TES 

Manchettes, used by b t h  men and womeo, were defined as an accessory to the 

chemise made of lace, htiste, or embroidery. Under Louis Xm they were often lightly 

aarched and embroidered with lace or guipures. Under Louis XIV, the edges were loosdy 

gathered and feil over the hand while under Louis XV, mmckttes f o d  a very ùny aiff 

and were independent of the chemise, basted at the wrist and removabk for cleanhg. 710 

There are more envies for manchenes for women than for men: twentydne 

documents listed the garniture for womeq only four liaed them for mm. The descriptions 

were more generous as well; they were hiown to k d e  ofpoint d Angleteme, &nteile 

mignonnette, üned maIine, and embroidered mousselm. The d u e  of ntc~cheftes varid 

greatly: entries show t h m  to be worih as little as one livre to as much as sw livres for 

one pair.71' Some lace owned by the colonistq and tht SOM in the merchant's boutique 

may have been destined for use as manchettes. 

. -. - - - 

7 a ~ p p e ~  1, Y78. 

7 0 g ~  1, #l22. 

'%leu, Dictimnnoin du costume, SV. "uwKWW." 

"*~ppmdù 1, Y167. W117. 



ÉCHAAPE 

Under Louis XV, the éclmpe, or scarf; came into civil coshime; fishionable 

ladies wore them 4 t h  black fiinges."* Séguin noteû thai in New France the écharpe was 

usually a piece of taffeta that women put on their h e d s  that wvered the shoulders and 

provided protection agahst In Québec the éclurrpe was also made of taffeta, and 

some were noted to be black. '14 Still, there was diversity as well, for the records show 

échmpes to be made of black lace, lace en fabbaùa, plain é~clmine, and white gaze."' Two 

others were noted as reâ, and one ta&u ec- was a lanon c ~ l o r . " ~  

COLLET 

The term coller was origïnaüy given to aii garments without sleeves that laced or 

hooked in front on the chat."' In the seventeenth an eigûteenth-centuries elderly women 

wore a neckpiece known as a collet to conceal the fleshy wrinkles of the neck. Sorne were 

very high and held up by wire."' There is only one reference to the colle! in the 

documents: in 1637 eighteen were tisted in a marriage ~ o n t r a c t . ~ ' ~  

712Leloir, Dicrionnaire du costume, S.V. 3cbarpc." 

7 1 3 ~ g u i 4  Le costume civil, 267. 

7 i 4 A p p d k  1, #78. #79,#112, #138. 

"'Appndix 1, #78. W3.Y 122. 

'16Appadix 1, Y1 12, Y 117. 

7 '7~lo ir ,  Dictionnaire du cosinme, S.V. ''co~~cL," 

"'w- Les mors h COStYw, S.V. =cdld.- 

'l9AppCdix 1. #3. 



EA-GAGE~ME~ 

Engageantes were simiiar to mamkttes, made fiom linen or lace and usuaiiy 

fashioned in thret rows of di&rmt lengths gathered at the cuff. Engageantes were in 

Fig. 65. E n g a g e ~ ~ e s  1 %Q 
cainp)'. souru: Leloir. 
Dicnotmurr du i i m .  s.v 
'W. - 

fuhion nom 1660 until the reign of Louis XV which began in 

1723 .260 Figure 65 illustrates the use of lace to hshion the 

engugemtes in thra rows of differing lengths. Onfy one Québec 

document shows evidence of engogeanfes: in 1703 the d e  of the 

Cons4iller ch roi poses& tcn pairs in diffèrent toiles and laces 

and an unknown quantity that had f i i n g e ~ . ~ ~  

CRErtiohr~ 

The crémone has been describeci as a sort of ltsliiofichu." in 1724 the wife of a 

merchant owned three lace crémones valueci at ninety-seven Livres. A fourth crémone in 

her possession was identifid as black and worth ten livres." The only other reference to 

the crémone cornes a quarter century later when one was listed in a comntion 

matrimoniale, but it was vaiued at only one liwe ten mkn4 



Sm-YKERQUE 

As dirussed in the segment on mroailiae costame, the steinkerque fahion 

evolved &a the battle of Steinkerque; it wu eventuaüy adoped by women as wefl as 

men. Two referaiccsto womenowningthestei~rtpearein 1710ud 1718. The 1710 

deidrque, o d  by the M e  of an arquebusier, was made of mo~lssei ine.~ 

ENSEMBLES 

When the inventory for Française LeMaître de Lamorille was conduaed in 1724 a 

most extraorduipry wudrobe emerged. As the wife of ouccessnil merchant Charles 

. - .  
Guillunin she mi@ k expected to have Iavishiy garnished gaments made of expensive 

textiles. But those in her wardrobe wac  vaiued hv above other ladies of qua1 status. The 

brevity of the description k ü e s  their d u e .  OM eotry reads: 

"Une jupe, nontem. et J v  & drsMs B k e ' ' m  

w hile another shows: 

(Ine jupe et manteau & satin h c h é  ausi le Jupon de &mas "' 
The former was valued at 350 livres d e  the latter was cstimated at 260 livres. 

Ten years earîier an atmost-new ensemble consisting of mante411, jupe, and jupon was 

made of ca~rnumk and valu& at eighty l i ~ e s . ~  Clcuty, the différence in quality of f.bric 



played a role in the value of the gmnent but the -tus of the husband Wtely came Uito 

play as the second ensemble belonged to the wife ofa  builder or stone-mason? 

Ensembles in Québec during the period are itemized under Table 6.5. 

Table 6.5 
Ferninine Ensembles - Numerical Surnmary 

UCWTEACI 

The femùiine costume garment, the manteau, was part of an ensemble, not to be 

confuseci with the masculine outerwear garment by the sarne name. In the late 

seventeenth-cmtury, the bodice and skirt of the rmareuu were cut as one piece h m  

Zalbctcnniprdin<bcinvcntoryirlllOCOn. Shir i sgtncraUy~isUbui ldtrnbui i iuydu,  
refn to a stone-masou if î k  buiidcr worked in SIOIX. Coiiins-Robert French-En- Didonary (Toronto: 
Collins Pubïiskfs, 1987), SV. "maqm." Sinoc donehOliLCJ witir king b a t  at this timc it is possible thai 
the man rnay bavt bbcn a siair-masan. For ürfi'omaîh on eightœnth-oentury stohc conslNaion sec 
Serge Saint-Pierre, Frang0i9 hrbt, Rabat Cart, a d  Johannt B h c b ,  Les mudes & vie des hu6itunts et 
des cornmergants de Pke-Rowe: 166011 760 (w: du Qdkc, 1993)- 
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shoulder to h e m  fÙ1I in the back and 

fiont, and worn over a corser and 

~ndersk ir t . '~  Given this definition, it 

is rny opinion that the mameau was 

worn over the jupe and sometimes, 

both mameau and jupe were worn 

over a jrrporl. Figure 66 shows a 

mairreau with a jupe. Most of the 

ensembles in Québec documents 

speak of the manreau and jlrpe 

together. There is, for esample, the 

entry for --Dit nmtrem a femme 

mec sa jupe de gros de tour 

iiorrhkie d'rrrte toile perme mec rnw 

frorrgr au bas."'" More rare is the 

entry that combines al1 three: 

'.'?ortora and Eubanic. -4 Survey cfHistorir Costume. 158. Kybalova cc al. refcr to tlic rrianfeau 
as the outcr garment. worn ovcr a corser. and madc from salin or vch.ct in conuasting color. The lavis11 
fol& at the back endcd in a siion train. K~-balor.ri cc ai.,ïïze Picrorial Enqvclopdiu oJFashion. 190. In 
Canadian costume iusto~ thc manceau is somavhat ofa conundnun. La Grenade notcs thal only onc 
rncnuon of the manteau was found in Louisbourg documents whilc SCguin identifies twene-men of 
thcm, many of those w i ~ h  referenccs IO king wom wilh a jupe. Judging from thc enlncs for Louisbourg. 
the clothing worn by rnany of tlic n-omen was vcv fashionaùle. It is surprising tiiat no manceaux wcrc 
mcntioned. La Grenade. Le casrume ,Gnrinin. 24: Seguin. Le costume civil. 205-2 10. 



"un manteau cci&m&iy B k  doublé d'etoffe couleur & Rase une Jupe 
rasrleStMaureet unJupondehnm. .  . ""* 

Although the manteau and underslon were u s d y  of c o n m g  color, there is 

iittle evidence of this in Quéôec d o a u n e n t ~ . ~  There is, howwer, evidence of the pieces 

matching in both fabnc and color: in 1688 a manteou and jupe were made of par1 grey 

é m i w  & soie whiie in 1703 brown étcmrine wu used for both pieces? One ensemble 

of rbmrrr &@etas d 'Angleteme was valued at 176 livres?' Whem the ensembles are 

entered as three pieces, that is, the mîmteau,,iiq>e, and jupon, two or evem three dinerent 

fhrics were sornetimes used. Combinations of étranirme with one or more of c d d ,  

caf&ée, ras & St Maure and riamnnk were found? 

ROBE 

If the robe worn in Québec was sirniiar to  those wom in France during the same 

period, the descriptions given in the documents fail to connmi this. At best, fashion details 

are limned to t d e  and color dong with gamishment. For example, the robe belonging to 

Madeleine Roberge is dcmibed in 1740 as maâe h m  chnamon-coloreû dPmask and 

7 3 2 ~  1, I l  17. 

"kybalcnfa et al.. me Picsorid trcycilopdiio of Frrahion, 190. 

"'Appedix 1, d69, w93. I l  17. 

n'Appodix I, #117. 

n s A p p d k  1, # 1 IO. #ll7. 
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trirnmed with purple satin. It was vaiued at fifieai Oîher descriptions identify 

Fig. 67. Robe c. 1678. saura: 
Lelou. D~cnonmre du wnume. rv 
-robe * 

textile only. Since none of the descriptions are more specific, it 

may be speculated that the rohe was made in the fashion of the 

day. Fashions in France in 1678 were similar to the robe in 

Figure 67; iikely the styie also prevailed in Québec. The lack of 

detaii is particuiariy disappointhg especidly for the robe à lcr 

fiançaise, s h o w  in 

Figure 68, a gown 

which enjoyed great 

populaBty in 

France. But spedic 

identification using 

the term robe à la 

française was not to be found in the Québec 

documents. The robe à la française in Figure 

68 may have been in wornen's wardrobes in 

Québec, but the documentation does not 

support this theory. 
Fig. 68. Robe à la fmnçoise 1755-1760- swnx: 
Ruppar a ai. Ir aamrrn*. 129. 

737 Appendix 1, #138. 



The first entry for a tobe appears in the documents in 1679, made fiom grey 

ariped taffetan' The robe in Figure 67 firom 1678 shows a striped teiaile that may have 

been tafkta: the two garrnents m y  have look& similar- No robes are seen in subsequent 

documents until 1710 when one is describeci as made of cxz~ tor .~~  Subsequent entries 

show a variety of textiles used for the robe: red and white indienne, striped and plain 

taffeta, jontpilie serge, crépn, ras rde St Mare, brown gros ak Tours, cinnamon-colored 

panne de soie, brown damasic, Md perpel~efle.~'" Some robes were lined with "toile de 

Monrbeilfm " or satin. 

How then is the robe withjupon to be interpreted? Entries show these two 

garment pieces as an ensemble: in 1728 one robe and jupon was made of striped taffeta, 

wWe another was in jonquifie taseta, the jupon garnished with süver lace."' Entries fiom 

1740 reveal two robe and jupon ensembles hhioned fiom gros ak Tours, one of them in 

brown. A third ensemble is entered as a robe made of brown damask with a cinnamon- 

colored jqpm in pppre & soie."* Thus, these enhes are for a r o h  and ~upon but no 

jupe. 1 believe that thejupon was similar to a peîticoat but one that could be partially seen. 

?n 1699. amaniautwtwaseasbürbcdinParistomsLccloth, fiamcl, udnodringsfrnna 
combination of kavtr hair and Si#nish Ségwie wool. But the eupiencc was not a succc&d one and 
the manufachirc soon ncnuri to cxist. Weigcrî, Téxtiles en Eu-, 155. This d e  may have bccn 
!àshioned fiom this particular textile as it gamalîy fits the timt @ai. 



The bbi t  may have been the name for what uhimateiy became the l l ~ ~ f e a r r ,  jupe, 

and jupon ensemble. The combinations of habits are shown in Table 6.6. 

Table 6.6 
Ferninine Habits - Numerical Summary 

I 4 
i habrr complrr 1 0  j 0  

hobri @pan) / O  / O  
I 
! hoblt w=/YPw 1 0  1 0  

ï h e  first ferninine habit was listed in 1655 kit provides little information other 

than being made of &q and valued at thity-six livres.743 Wife of a arpenter, Jquet te  

Viverary owned three kbi f s  in 166 1. One is describcd simply as made of grey serge 

d'Aumale with a value of eight liwes. Two other entries idmtify the ensemble pans: one 

habit consisted of a corps of red serge commune7" and a j t p  of red warse serge de 
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Poitou; the second hubit was al1 grey with the corps made of serge, the sleeves made of 

tuile, and the jupe of czmwiot. A 167 1 inventory lUts am hbit cunsisiuig of a brassière 

in white serge de L o d - e s  and matching jupe7& Some thvty years later, in 1704. and again 

in 1718, the tenn lvlbit reappesrs. Betwecn these years the tmns mrmtem withjupe. or 

jupon were used. 

COMPLEMENTS 

Judging fiom the number of entries forjupes, jupons, and tabliers it is my opinion 

that they were also wom separately from the habit or manteau, perhaps over a chemise. 

Even those women who owned an hobit or ensemble owned complements ofjupes, 

jupons, and robliers in varying combinations Table 6.7 on the following page provides a 

iist items that I have classified as complements. 



Table 6.7 
Ferninine Complemmts - Numerical Summary 

Looking at the wardrobes of some of the womm throughout the period shows that 

they owned ensembles as weii as jqmm. For example, in addition to owning seven robes, 

three of which were idenaficd with ajqpm, Madeleine Robcrge dso owned meen jupons 

and eight tabliers. The textiles used for the juports included esgagm,Iefte, ras rde St 

Maure, damask, wtton, moire, &amas viei, and prmne & chmeau. Colors included 

was made of silk. The value of thejupm rangcd fiom four liwes for one made of étofle 

to the white damask* wonh eighteen lhwes.'" 



The roblier is an apron, but the seventeenth and eighteemh-century tablier bore 

M e  resemblance to contemporary models. During these centuries, rnbliers were quite 

fhsbionable, decamed with ruchts, lace, and embroidery. 

They may have been made 

fiom luxurious fàbrics and 

offen were accompanied by a 

small bodice shaped like a 
Fig. 69. Tcrblier 1695-1700. 
Sorrrrc. Lcloir. fha&mmm du amal-. 
S.V. -ha.- triangle or lozenge that was 

decorated with j e ~ e l s . " ~  The &lier Figure 69 hu a d 

bodice. Figure 70 shows the &fier to be as long as the 

robe with which it was wom. As a complement to the 

ensemble, tabliers could be seen in toile, étamine, and ~ i g  70. rd ih  1700. 
SUi*e+:LdaP.haunwrr& 
aanrrr. rv. 'ribiwr - 

Cotton but were also present in lace, point d !Angleterre, and 

toile de In 1679, Geneviève Macart's trousseau included no l e s  than twenty- 

seven rab lier^.'^ Colors included white, black, d blue."' 
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T.IIBLIER DE CUISINE 

Although no definition for this term cwld be found, the name implies that it was 

probably an apron used as a work gament. There is no way of knowing whether this item 

was a piece of fabric tied at the waist or whethcr it had a bodice fiont as weli. 

The rabliers ak cuisine found in the inventories suggest that they were for use 

while working: at least the textiles indicate this to be so. They are referrd to being 

primarily made of grosse toile, one document being more specific in i d e n m g  toile 

d 'em&fiage, a coarse, strong 

JUPE 

In the seventeenth-century there were three jqpes that made up the ferninine 

costume: the sumete which was under the mmtttem, thcfirpom which was usuaily made 

of a nch fabric and bright color, and the modeste. The naclesle could be opened in front or 

closeâ by a series of nbbons." Thus, wbai the termivpe is found in Québec documents it 

is diflicult to biow exactiy how to interpret the idonnuion. When the jupe is memioned 

in connection with the whole ensemble, like the manteau, it is much easier to visualite the 

garment. But numerous references to the jupe on its own wae found f?om 167 1 through 

to 1756.'- Figure 71 on the following page shows what appears to be the three pieces 

making up the ensemble. 



Fig. 71. The 1742 garment worn by the u-ooiim on thc ri@ appenrs to show the three 
pieces mmtioncxl as making up an ensemble: the friponne, the modeste, and the secréte. 
S a m  Ruppat a ai. Lc c o n u w ~ F o ~ m ~ .  1 15 

DEI :.LVE-I C: 

The devmtrau was a regionai tenn for tablier used in the West of France.755 The 

single entry for this item was in 1637 when two devanteaux made of Cthaiis were notecL7" 

But there were also three tabliers noted in this same maniage contract as well which leads 

me to suspect that there were differences between the two items that made it possible to 

distinguish one Grom the other. It is also possible that one of those persons present at the 

755~eloir. Dicrionnoire du costume. SV. 3banteau." This term. known as deyanfiau. u;is used in the 
rcgions of Cher and NiéMe until recentiy ( 199 1). Guillemard Les m o u  du cosrume, SV. "devanteau." 
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inventory was fiom the region whcre this tcrm was commody used and thus identifid it 

by the niune known there. 

UNDERGARMENTS 

The list of ferninine undergarments is neither varied nor numerous. In Table 6.8 it 

can be seen that the camisole was the major undergarmeni wom by the women of Québec 

throughout the entire perid. 

Table 6.8 
Ferninine Undergannents - Nunerical Su- 

CAMISOLE 

The camisole has been defineci primariiy as a masculun garrnent, wom over the 

chemise and under thepourpoint. When worn by women, Leloir says it was used as Nght 

clothing although be does not give a time period whm this was ~ommon.'~ Garsault 

describes the ccanis0Ie as kuig made like a oaset but ôeutuse they were wom at night 

7 s 7 ~ o i r ,  Dictionnaire àm COSIYI~K, SV. c.cat&&.n 
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they were constructeci la- and had more ease, closing at the back, joined at the 6ont 

with ribb~ns."~ As for English cosaune historians, Nom Waugh refers to this ganmnt as 

a abed jacket"7" while Tortom and Eubank place the garrnent a ~ t u r y  later and i d e n e  

it as an undergarmer~t.~~ Thus, there are differmt views to the use and wearing of the 

ferninine cornisole. 

Unfortunately, there is a lack of detail in entries for camisoles in the Québec 

documents. Garsault specified that the camisole be d e  from h z ~ i n . ~ ~ '  This was not 

dways the case in Québec where they were recorded as king in r d  ratine, striped 

futairte, and cmisé. It is possible that this item was used primarily by those wives of upper 

class gentlemen. 762 

BltAssERE 

The brasrière has ben  described as a camisole without sleeves, wom during the 

night by both sexes, and in cornmon use fkom the fourteenth to seventeenth-centwy. It 

may have been quilted or fur-iined.7a The brassière is seen only in seventeenth-century 

7 6"rortora and Eubank, A Svrvey of Histwic Costume, 239. 
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documents, sometimes referred to as apa i r  de bra~sieres.'~ It has aiready been pointed 

out that Champlain willed two pair of satin brassières to two women. In a 1642 

rrzgagement, Guillaume Couillard agreed t O give Antoine Brassard "une p i r e  de 

b r d e r e  a la Other than the red bmsikre already citeci, no colon are 

indicated. 

The jmséniste was a short j u p r  that went to the knees. It was Lined with hair and 

was q ~ i l t e d . ' ~ ~  The janséniste was probably the forenimer of the panier. There is a single 

reference to this item in the documents, two pair made of toile were recorded in 167 1, 

valued together at hree livres. 

Thepanier began to be worn about 

1 7 1 8 and remained fashionable until the 

French Revolution (1  789). By the middle of 

the century, the one-piece panier was 

Fig. 72. Panier c. 1 750. SOMC: ~uppcn et al.. ~r CCU(Y~W 

Ji~ncarr. la 

765 The expression à ILI femme in this sense means ̂ for the wifc." Cannelle Boily-LeDorze. 
persona1 communication. Winnipeg, December 7, 1998. 

7 %loir, Dictionnaire du costume, S.V. ujansénisre.n 



replaced by two pieces, one for each hip?' Figure 72 show a double panier. In Québec 

documents, the panier is entered once, in 1 728, fashioned of "toile & chdene." Because 

of the date this panier was probably a one-piece model. 

INDOOR WEAR 

Like men, women also hd s p S c  clothing t h  wrs wom indoon. Table 6.9 

shows a sunimary of those indoor garments found in Québec documents. 

Table 6.9 
Ferninine Indoor Wear- Numerical Summary 

! ff a # # l x  +# 
i ircm, rpis t i i *  

# i i i  1 
I . i . r l U ]  L 

robe & cliambrc 0 O 147  1 1 7  9 - 1 9  1 s  1 1 0  134 136 1 

ROBE DE CHAMBRE 

when he was at home, w e g  a robe & chombre iwud of his everyday garmerits, but 

for women the robe & cbnbre was not a gannem worn en &sirabiIIé until the 

nineteenth-cenhq. In the seventccnth-ct~ury the ferninine robe de chambre was so 



named to distinguish it from the robe worn at court. It was also referred to as a robe 

volanre. '" Figure 73 shows a robe voiante, aiso referred to as a Watteau gown named for 

the well-known painter. 

'"'~ouchcr, Hisroire du costume, 456. 
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The robe & c h b r e  was worn in Qu- in all periods save that of Louis Xm. 

Judging fkom some of the descriptions, tbcy wae both elegant ancl costly. GcnevieVc 

Macart tisted t h  in her 1679 pre-nuptual agreem«it: one was lined with lemon-calored 

tdeta,  a second was lernon-colored and h d  with black taffeta, a third was made fiom 

bra:a7dd7@ in 1703, although Charlotte Chrétien owned ody one robe de chambre, it wu 

made of red da- lined with white taffeta and vdued at forty livns. Louise Catherine 

Denis de St Simon owned four robes cde c h h e  made fiom damask, rus & St Seve, 

é m i n e  d Yngleterre, and idemre .  All were lined with taseta, &@efa.s d 'Rngfeterte, 

mignonette, and jonquiiie taffetas reqxxt i~e ly .~  

ïhe extensive wardrobe of Françoisc LeMajtre de Lamorille was augmented with 

four rohs <ie chambre, one of indienne wonh füty livres, one of sat~n de wwseiife valued 

at sixty-six fiwes, and two d e  from satin üned with u&u, each worth IMes."' 

Snll other entries for the rok  de c h b r e  nnd them made of bourg, stripcd miman&e, 

md damask, al1 lined? 



PEIG~YOIR 

The only mention o f  the peignoir is in 1694 when six were entered in one 

inventory. Made of roile de cotton they rnay have been simple nightgowns?"' 

DLS~BILLÉ 

No definitive description of a2shbillé could be found: it was known to be an 

indoor gament wom by both sexes. As such, it may be another tenn for robe de chombre. 

Déstaabillé appears only once in the documents: in 1723 it was described as being made of 

white dam~sk and h e d  with Weefas d Angleerre that was the color of fie? ïfthis is 

representative of other cdéshabillé of the tirne, it sounds like quite an elegant garment. 

OUTDOORWEAR 

There is no doubt that the winter clirnate of Québec rquired protection against the 

elements yet les  than haifthe documents listing fernide costume show entries for 

outdoor garments that might be approprute for winter. As a body covering, the lll~nteIet 

and wpre were the most fiequently mentioncd items. Table 6.10 shows the distribution of 

outerwear items t h  were found in the documents. 



Table 6.10 
Ferninine Outdoor Wear - Numerical Surnmary 

G i ~ m  

Even before the seventeenth-ccntury7 g m ,  or gloves were made like gauntlets, 

decorated with embroidev, galons, lace, hges7  and fùr. Under Louis MV gloves were 

richiy made, beçoming more simple undr  Louis X V n S  Gmts arc entered in documents as 

early as 1679 but they are not mentioned a f k  1 740.n6 There are few textiles and 

descriptive elements shown: they were described as nnt, cornmon, made from castor and 

chamois. One 1728 inventory shows ownership of fifty-wo pair of gants, twcnty-four 

identified as king made of clatmois and twenty-seven in toute couleur, thus suggesting 

that they were made from fibres that wac dyed different colors."' 

nsLdoir. Dictionnaire (k costume, S.V. 

"6~ppeadix 1, #B. 

m Appcndix 1, rYll7, #12O, #122. 
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UVTELET 

French costume historians generally view the mantelet as short and sletvclcss: 

Boucher believes it had a hood but Leloir d e s  no mention of t h k m  Kybaiova a ai. 

refer to the mantelet as a üght shodda w n p m  

The mmelet must have k e n  a popuiar fom of outerwear for the word appears 

thuty-five times in the documents fiom 1 7 1 0 to 1 760. Only one doaiment indicates the 

woman possessed a singît muntelet, ail others owned more than one and in 1756 Reine 

Freiand owned no less than twelvem 

From all indications, mantelets were not reserved for winter as many were unlined 

and fabricated fkom t d e s  like taff'eta, satin, or Cotton that suggest they would not lend 

themselves to fold ~nd i t i ons .~ '  On the other had, tndiles iike hoguet or serge w y  

have served the Quibec woman weii during the winter. 

Some uncornmon textiles wwe known to have been used as fàbrication for the 

mantelet. In 1726, two mantelets were made offlorentim and écorce and h e d  with 

taffeta. They were Mtued together at only eight livres, probabiy rtduced in value becouse 

they were i d d d  as king old. Intcrdngiy, they were owned by Louise-Ehbeth de 

n 'soucher, Histoim dm costume, 453. 

%ybalavrr ct al., 7k Pictononal Ei,cycIopcdia of Fcrriiion, 3 55. 

1, #163. #167. 

"'- 1, Wll7.1138, $166. 
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loiben, wife of govemor Vaudrcu'iI,.m Another mantelet was made of -sé, an ordinary 

enough textile, but had 

paremen6 or cuffq made nom r d  panne? But the owner of the twelve mantelets ha4 

as might be expected, numteleu made îrom the greatest wi*y of textïies that included 

one ofpoplitte at four livres, one of d t q  <le C W e  at seven livres, a min mantelel 

worth only two livres, a b r d d  cotton at five livres, and one referred to as belles mires 

seen to be worth four l i ~ e s . ~  

CAPE 

Leloir notes that in 1680 women wore q p s ,  sort of very large pèierine~~'~ with a 

flounce and ofien had a hood; they wae mide of precious fabncs and heavily 

embroidered7= In Québec the first mention of a c q e  is in 167 1, a black camelof 

d 'Hoilande valueci a six livres.m Every doaunent nom 167 1 to 1714 that iïsts fmiinine 

costume mentions a cap,  mgùrg fiom those d e  of lace to black taaaa.78' None of the 

entries indicate the c q p s  were lin& or emkllished with fur of any son. Oniy two rder to 

'"% pèlerine for womcn was s smaii nronteoy tlut ody wcil to the wria Woir, Dicriainuin 
du costume, S.V. "pèIcriDt." F m  this &sai@on tbcn, it apgcars ihpt tht cqpe was Wrcly much longer. 



246 

a hood.'" As for color, black and brown were most fiequently rnenti~ncd.~ One aitiy 

was fouad for a c q e  maâe of camelot blancWe,791 another for c6caïneIor gres."= 

n i t m m  u 

The manteau as it relates to ferninine costume has already beem discussed. Could a 

woman of Québec have wom a ltlQnfeuu as an outergarment, sirnilar to that of her male 

counterpart? Several notarial entries for manteaux were not deady enough defined to 

determine with any certainty that they were part of an ensemble or outerwear garment. 

For example, in 1706, the entry for a manteau gives no texhle, color, or descriptive 

elements only the price of seven Iiwes is shown? Likewise, a similsr entq in 17 10 for a 

manfeuu, valued at t a  livres, gives no descriptive elements." Thus, it is unclear as to 

whether these entries rder to the outergarment or to the ment thaî fonned part of an 

ensemble. 



The hongreline was iàmilar to a manteau and was worn by 

men at the start of the seventeenth-century over the pourpoint. It 

was a winter garment, lookùig very much like a coat, mmmed and 

even lined with fur. Womm wore the hongreline up to the 

beginning of the reign of Louis XIV in 1643 but the ferninine 

version had no fur uim or lining." Ody one hongreline was Fil. 74. ~ a i g d i n c  c. 
1635. sarcc. LCIOU. 
Chcaariiamor carbri.. 

mentioned in the documents, in 1637, but no textile or wlor  was 

indicated. It was vdued at twenty livres. Figure 74 shows a hongrefine from 163 5 ,  no 

doubt similar to the one documentcd in 1637. 

HEADWEAR 

As Pehr Kaim noted, headwear was a singulariy important item for the Québec 

woman: "AU the women in the country without exception, wear caps of oome kind or 

~ ther ."~% This is c o n h e d  in the documentation as headwear of sorne sort was Listeci in 

the documents throughout the entire paiod unda study. Table 6.1 1 on the following 

page shows the nurnerous kinds of headwear that Quibec women wore. 



Table 6.1 1 
Ferninine Headwear - Numerical Summary 

The quality, quantity, and prices range h m  the most simple to those that were 

more elaborate. Regardless of thcY means, tbc wearing of coîmre of some was 

generalized for the womm of Québec. 



The word coige, or coimre r e f i  to any kind of fâbric wom on the head. Women 

have wom coiges since the Middle ~ges." In the seventeenth and eighteenth-centuria 

ordinary women wore coifives of tight Eabric; those of the bourgeoisie could wear dg, 

and ladies wore velvet? Figure 75 shows a coifie h m  the se~nteenth-century~ 

The cm,@e was made up of a quilted bonnet on wfiich 

the fond& coiffe was fixed with pins, the whole coiffe then 

being garnished with several rows of WC or lace in vPrying 
-*: ;. -a 1~ > p , -,< - -.A= - k> 2-'. 

- .\ - -  
sizes and type? The notarial documents show that these parts 

Fig. 75. CorJic c. 1670. SG.C~: 
Lelou. Dicnonwm du COWW. SV. 

-coinrirra al1 existed in various quantities. It can be seen in Table 6.1 1 that 

the number of colfles, bonnets, and fonds do not match cxactly nor do they match in 

quantity within the individual documents. Moreover, the bonnets tbat are entered may not 

be referring to the bonnet that was part of the coifle. 1 would suggest that the three pieces 

were not necessarily purchased or made at the same tirne, that is, a woman might have 

discardeci one worn-out piece thus never having quai numbers of coiffes, b b o m ~ ,  and 

fonds & coiffe. 

The coifles of Québec are lcnown to have ban made fiom numerous fabrics. 

Under Louis XIV,  the period where the greatest number of co@es were entered in the 

documents, taffeta was mentioned most fiequentiy, but textiles like lace and mousseIline 
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and guze were also used popular for c o ~ f f e s . ~  Spomd throughout the documents are 

coiffes made of velvet, crépon and crcqaaudoille. 

Under Louis XV the wige was joined by a p a t e r  variety of headpieces, but 

nonetheless its presence remaineed in ùiventocy entries. Ofparticular note arc the twenty- 

four nrousseline corfles and the twenty-four fine toile coifles mentioned in a comntiom 

matrzmonzafes in 1 756. AU were garnished with lacea' 

Color is seldom mentioaed, and where it appean, black is most fhquently seen? 

Black garnishment for the cor_Oces are al- mentioned. These rnay have been wom as 

mournhg corffes. As for the vaiue of the co~fle, this vaxied throughout the entire petiod. 

When menttioned, the cotfle could be worth as Little as one livre or as much as twenty-six 

livres. 

The corffeprisonnière is siagled out because the unusual Mme Unplies it was 

different fkom the ordinary coif/e. In fàct, it wis not. The term prisonnière reférs to  a SUC 

fabric that was very fine and woven to imitate gcw? 

The coiffe ù collet Wewise is not explained in costume history or encylopedic 

sources. Givm the defmition of collet, 1 betieve it may have bcm a corHe with a piece 

attached that encircled the neck. 
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Co~hrm~Corm C O W ~ E  

The cornette was a type of headwear that womai wore ody  wheu en akshabiiié. 

The cornette was made up of three pieces, a base piece covered by an uodcrpiece over 

which a third piece was placed. The base covered the mtire back of the head and was 

pleated. There were cornettes for day aod for Nght in an in6nite number of styles. 

Cornefies were found in Québec daauamu enteml Ymply as cornene, as in six 

cornettes unies de toille & Cotton, were enterd dong 4 t h  an qua1 number of cor@, 

thus suggcstiag that they were worn together, and entered to indicate a particular 

fùnction, as in &se Coniette & mitmm 

The coifle cornene does not apperr in costume history literature. Did the n o q  

mean coiHe and canette? This is a possibility. 

In f d  costume, the bonnet replaced coïges 

and comeffesSm Figure 76 and Figure 77 show typid 

bonnets fiom 1 730 to 1 760. Under Louis W ,  towards 

Fig. 76. B m r i  the end of the seventeenth-centwy and into the 
L~oK. dCi 
aumIII, I V .  - b r œ l -  

' M q u c b c c ~ t s ~ n o t n i p p m t h i s ~ a s b o n n ~ ~ w a e i s c a m d ~ a r t y r r  1671. 
although these wac for use in tRdt as tby wmc idcniincd as pour s4wagessy (for f d e  Amcriadiam). 
Appndur l , W 4 5 . E i g t i t ~ l o t # , t b a r g h , t h t r r ~ m a C ~ 1 1 ~ r ~ l i r t o d h a p c - n u p a i a l ~ ~ 0 n g  
with various entrics for m#es anci cornettes. Aggendix 1, #S8. 



eighteenth-centuy, there were bonnets à b 

FontangeeS.06. Figure 78 is one example of the 

fontanges style. With the reign of Louis XV, bonnets 

were reduced to almost minuscule  proportion^.^ The 

corses ak bonne~s are possible refaaces to the bonnet 

that was part of the w@ee 

 COLIN^ 

The colinette was a bonnet wom by women en &shabiIIé, that is7 ai home.Y* 

Colinettes do not appear in Québec documents untii 1728, when they are described as 

being made of lace, and bang made in tlna p i ~ c e s . ~  The colinette reappears in 1740 

when îwenty-four were show to be made of bamn7 sixty-four others were without 

f o d .  

'%fitrtmge was an item of hcsdaor iismcd for Mlle de ~oniaqgs, one of w s  
misireses. One anrnhtc daims thai Mlle & Fontanga los ber badwcar in L& brancb of a b# so sbc 
pulied her haïr to tbt top of hcr bead PjI11ù11g it with bCTjmii&m. ThjS plarsad tbe kmg, rudihg in a 
fashion that wcnt on until 17 13. The foniongc was mosîiy worn with two kiswxuk nruiied mches on tbc 
forehead anâ a roilai or braidcd chignon at the back. Two a t k e  nrws of starchad a d  w i d  k e  rose 
suaight up, deamted with knots of rihbon and jcwtls, with a iargc kmt n i  at tbc badr, Some 
fontanges wac vcry îargc a d  vertidSour# Kybalova a ai., Picton'ai Encyclopccdi of Fushion, 190. 
The fonrmge appcars ody oncc in tbe Q d x c  doammm a d  tbat a t r y  is a numbcr of years after the 
death of Louis XIV. In 1728, an invcntory shows four fmrangcs thmi  were silvcral. ApOcndix 1, kr122. 

=~tgu4 Le COSIYWW civil, 230. 



Like men of the seventeenth and cighteenth-centturies, women 

wore headwear to bed, usuaily describecl as a simple b o m r  with 

strings. ' C@es & mcir are not speciticaüy meci as such until 

1679; after this they are eritered O- described as bcmg made of lace 
Fig. 79. Bœmer de 

or toile & Mordclk- Without exception, the women who owned nuit. ~airrr. LCIOW. 

D I ~ i - ~ l ~ l ~ l r i r  & oprllinr. 

S.V. aam- 

co~ffes de mit owned a number of them.812 

Figure 79 is a typical bonnet de nuit. 

Cjiwh'~ 

The câline was a co@ie wom on the oe d'Oléron, an isluid off the western coast 

of France near La Rochelle."' Then is only one entry for the d i n e ,  in 1740 when the 

inventory for Marie-Madeleine Roberge shows an enûy for twenty-four Caiines nude of 

"'LAoir, Dictionnaire du costume, S.V. 'coifjé." 

a 1 2 ~ n d u  1. W58, W69. X76, W78, Y93 Y 1  12 

8 1 %loir, Dictionnoin du costume. rv .  "*" 
'''~ppeodù 1. X138. 
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F m s  DE COIFFE 

Fondr de corffe appear in only two documents, one in 1728, the other in 1756. In 

the 1728 document there were eight, two of those identifid as s d ;  in the 1756 

document twenty-two were said to be made of rnoils~eline.~'~ 

DORMEUSE 

The donneuse was a coquettish bonnei r m e d  for ~leeping."~ It appears ody 

once in Québec documents, in a 1728 inventory where they are described as plain."' 

MeLnLLE 

The mantille was an item usually associaîed with Spain but 

it was not uncornmon in France. The mantille was originally a son of 

scarf made of sofi Eabric that was sometimes niixed with gold and 

silver. It anached at the neck by a pin and fixecl to the bodice. In the 

eighteenth-century ordiiiary muntilfes worn by the middle clas were 
Fig. 80. Mantilic. 

black taffkta ganisheâ with a narrow ruche. ïhis would k sunilm to D i m m  dir amnœ. 
rv. M l c '  

the illustration show in Figure 78.  Mmtifles were dso made of 
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white mousseline garnished with flounced ruching and goihered by a nanow nbbon. When 

a womon was pregnant, the nbbon was blue for a boy, pi& fur a girl."' 

Only one entxy was found for the lll~ntilie, but there were six of them, made of 

calmdée, and vaiued at nine  es.''^ By cwiparison, the single entry for a mantille 

found in Louisbourg records shows it to be made of black velvet, h e d  with black satin, 

and valued at forty-four livres? 

B A G N O ~  

The entry written "bugnonette" may be a 

reference to the &gm,ierte, a small bat that knotted 

under the chin."' Only one inventory mentions the 

bagnolette. In 1728 four were enter&: three were made 

of gare; the fourth was taffeta iined with Wetas  

~ o n q u i l l e . ~  Figure 8 1 shows a bagnolette as iî would 

look when wom. 

sl~loir, Dictionnaire bu costume, S.V. "matûilie." 

" g ~ a d i x  1, #138. 

% &cm&, Le co~tvme/ininin, 52. 

n'~eloir, Dictionnaiin di carhunc, S.V. "bogadcÉic.w 

mAppmdk 1. #122. 



CHAPERON 

The chqueron was a cmmre that was worn tiom the twelfih-century to the 

sixteenth-century when it was reserved as moumhg headwear. It was made of ordùiary 

é~offe.~ Thus, with a date of 163 7, the enuy for two chperons suggests they were both 

quite out of fashon and quite old."' 

MIR~woN 

The terrn "miramignon" as it is written in a singie Québec document is probably a 

reference to the miramion. Ahhough the tenn does not appear in costume history 

references, the miramione has been defined by Diderot et d'Alembert as a type of co@e 

bordered front and back with a wispy type of ribbon that was very short? 

E.-2. Massicotte believed the mirumion was an item of headwear narned for Mme 

de Miramion, founder of an association known as Filles & Sainte-Geneviève. The fabric 

and fonn of the miramion varicd dcpenduig on whether it was bang wom by members of 

a religious order or by otdinary womm. At the Sisters of the Congregation, it was made 

of black wiie in the fonn of a demi-cotffe in winter. In Montréai, the religious sisters wore 

the miramion until 1 888.= 

%loir, Dictionnaire du costume, SV. ' 'chpnra~~" 

*'- 1, #3. 

%daa cî 6 A l e m b q  Eircyciopldc a, dictionnoi~p. S.V. "miramionc." 

'%.-z. Masa-, 'Sur Le Mimmh," Le Bulletin des Recherches Histwiques. vd. 39, m. 1. 
Janwuy 1933: 195-197. 



The one entry for the miromion gives no textile or color information. It is referred 

to a being &mi neuf, or half new, with a value of nine livres. The orner, Marie Anne 

MiviHe, may have stayed with a religious order More her marriage in 1756 to Joseph 

Ouellet. The iniramion was noted in the C O I I V ~ ~ O O ~ S  maaimmiaIes prepared prior to 

her marriage. 

LEG AND FOOTWEAR 

Leg and fmtwear for men and women was similar in terms, both wore bas, 

souliers, chrnrsmm, chausse~~es, and pantouJJes. No sabo~s are d t e d  with fcminine 

costume in the Québec documents, nor are there entries for souliers -,es. Table 6.12 

provides a numerical su- of footwear recordcd, aii enmes being for pairs. 

Table 6.12 
Leg and Fwtwear - Numerical Sumrnary 

l 
I 
I bas 

anaacr of 1666. 1667. 1716, and 1741 ill shows pnsionntciws, or bœu&rs, at various 
c a m u s .  Mnillc m ~ y  have k e n  such a boerder prïor to hcr mariage. 



Throughout the history of Québec there were baiF made of silk, wwi, and cottoq 

some made in Saint-Maixent, others fiom Poitiers. &rs were the most colof i l  item of 

ferninine costume: red, blue, grey, white, black, purple, green, part grey, pink, and yellow 

baF were identified in the wardrobes. Some were even more Jpenfic in idaitifjing red as 

couleur de feu. In addition to king colorfûi, the bas were also seen s m p d ,  &@s, and à 

fourchette blanche. "' 
Nothing in the rcsearch, however, explains bar a dein faines (stockings with two 

wools), or &s ù trois faines (stockings with three wools). To identifl &zs in this manna, 

the different wools mua have been &y visible to the naked eye. It is possible that those 

bus made of two wools refer to the use of one wool for the length of the stocking and 

another for the toe and heel areas. The use of three wools is more puzzling. 

In her study at Louisbourg, La Grenade notes a single reference to "bar a trois 

jilf but acknowledges that she found aothing further on this subject.= This entry to 

stockings made of three threads is simiiar to the Québec refaence to stockings made of 

three wools. 1 su* the entries are refèrring to "ply", i.e. two-pIy or three-ply. 

The pnce of the b<rr depeaded on thek fàbrication and place of ongin. Table 6.13 

shows those bas with textiles and values found in the documents. 



Table 6.13 
Value of Ferninine BaiF 

it can readdy be seen that the silk bas were by far the m o r  expensive of al1 

stockùigs, wonh fiom six livres to ten fiwes pa pair. Thor brrs from Saint-Maixent were 

the second most expensive, an indication that the quality of wool coming from this region 

was superior to that of other centres madhtwhg bas. 

SouuERS 

SouIiers, or shoes, were made of lcaîher with fabric placed on top. The hcel was 

raised for women, made of wood and coverad with fabric or leather. Figures 82,83, 84, 

and 85 show French shocs duMg the eightecnth-centuy. 



Fig. 83. Souliers c. i 730. 
Saurce: OXccfç Sliocs. 173. 

Fig. 84. Soulimsc. 1755. 
Source: O'Kccfc. Shocr. 80. 

Fig. 85. Souliers c. 176û. 
Sourre: O ' ~ ç ~ h u ,  81. 

Smliers in the inventories of women provide scant information to codïrm their 

likeness to those king worn in France. There are those noted as souliersfimçais, 

certainly a reference to the type of shoe, but are silent as to further details. Others were 

entered as sarliers chamarrez. These were probably made of wood or leather and cavered 

with a richly brocaded îàbric as the terni c h u r é  indicates. Native influence was found 

in the reference to souliers that had been Lined with caribou skin. Most of t!!e additional 

information attached to the entries for souliers is for embroidery, some specific in 
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identifluig silver embroiday. M y  one pair mentions the hught of the hcel, a black pair in 

1756 were described asplats. Those shoes that were embroidered were valueci fiom one 

livre to eight /ivres a pair. One pair of new r d  morocan shoes were vaiued et nine 

livres. 

CHAL~WNS 

Chausr01ts dEered fkom 6a.s in that they covered only the foot and were wom 

directly agauist the skh under the bas. While bas were always knitted, chau- could be 

either laiitted or sewn. When xwa, two pieces emerge: the sole and the upper which was 

attached a r o d  the sole. Thy w a e  knitted in wool linen. and cotton for w h t a  and sewn 

of fabric for sumrner. Chmrssons were not ui important item in the wardrobe of a 

wornan, nor were they wom for very long in the bistory of Québec. Appearances in 

documents are in 1710, 1718, and 1728.~~ 

C H A U S ~ E S  

Chuussettes were different again fiom bus and chou- in that they were a h a -  

stocking worn ovcr the bar. Thus, it seans ihp one rnight Wear the chau=m, over which 

the bas were placed, followed by a pair of chausrettes. The chousettes appear in only one 
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inventory in 1740 but MadeieUie Roberge owned seventeen pair described as having as 

many good ones as mediocre ones."* 

P.~TOUFLES 

Pantoufles were a type of s h a  sunilar ta mules and Like mules, they had no 

quarter. They aiso had smaii fiat k l s  or no heels at aU and may have had fabric or fUr 

uppers with leather soies.u3 

The pantoufles in Québec were few in number, mrking thek 6rst appearance in 

i 677 .'% Later rderences to pantuuujles indicate they were made of étofle and castor, some 

were embr~idered.~' 

ACCESSORIES 

Items that fidi under the terni "accessories" range fiorn simple buckles and pockets 

to eiegant d a n  made fkom amber and -1s. Table 6.14 shows the distribution and 

types of accessones found during the period 1635-1 760. 



Table 6.14 
Ferninine Accessories - Numerical Summary 

1 bague 

jonc O / O  
I 

1 Taid 1 18 30 

MOUCHorR 

The mouchoir was used in two ways: as a large handkerchief that was draped 

around the neck, the mouchuir cde col, or as a handkerchief that was used rnuch as one 

m.jght be used today and called simpiy m011chi1 or mouchoir & pk. The biggest 

difference in the mouchoir & poche then and now was in its luxurious fabrication: t hey 
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were oflen mode of gold or silver? The mouchoirs listed in Table 6.14 are vowned to be 

mouchoirs ak p k .  Whether this is tme may be debatcd, but since there were mouchoirs 

& col clearly identifieci in the documents, those that were not so named have been 

asswned to be rnouciwirs & poche. 

As in masailine costume, the mouchoir for women appears to have been an 

important accessory. Costume history wxitten in English is vague at the best concerning 

this accessory. Of five books consulted, none refcr to the moucbir, only to the 

handkerchiec and that as a neckwear item.- The mouchoirs in Québec ranged 60m plain 

to elegant : one woman in 1679 brought to her marriage thirty-three mouchoirs made tiom 

toile d ' H o l l d  as well as eleven made of lace, and two fashioned fiom the expensive 

lace point & 

Like the mouchoir, gantiture has been ignored by English costume historians since 

no references could k found under this term. Leloir identifies garniîure as a band of 

fabric that bordered the whole robe gohg uound a lowait neckiine and rometimes Ming 

to the feet? In Québec they were made from lace, rnmsseiine, grire; some were refand 

"'~eloir, Dictionnaire du costume, s.v. "mouchoir." 

Ukybdw et al., Pictorial EncycIopedia o fFd ion;  Biack .ad GBI*IIQ A Hi- of Fndtion, 
Payne, Histoq of Comme, Torîora and Euh&,  A Survey ofHision'c Costume, Michad and Ariant 
Batterbeny, Fasithion me Mi- of H i s t o ~ ~  (Lcmôoa: Columbus Bodrs, 1982). 

%loir, Dicionnaiw àu costume, SV. *gamilum." 
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to as complettes and one was idemified as Blonde.Yi None are shown in the documents 

after 1 740. 

CW~WRE 

The ceinture, or k i t ,  was found in both men's and women's costume. But how 

women wore the ceinture, or with what gannent it was wom, is more difnailt to dixem. 

Leloir notes that while both men and women were known to have wom the ceinture, the 

eighteenth-century women won those made of ribôon ~ccompuiied by large b u c k l e ~ . ~ ~  In 

Québec, the f5-a mention of the ceinture appears in a 1726 inventory for the wife of 

govemor Vaudreuil; she had twenty-men made of iinen in various col or^.^^ In both 

17 14 and 17 18 there are entries for boucles à ceinture which suggests that the belt 

required a b ~ c k l e . ~  

JEWELLERY AND GEMS 

Jeweliery and gem throughout the ages have oAen been used as an indicator of 

wealth, but this d o a  not appear to be the use in Québec. W e  some inventories show 

jeweiiery like m g s ,  that iq boucles d'oreilles orpmdznt d'oreilles d e  of crystai, 

U ' ~ l d i x  1. #122. BI& was a a ~ ,  siik, M n  ~rc. ~t was uscd a great deai h m  the 
seventeenthcentury rhFough to rhc n iac te tn îhw on d e s  and iingcric. Leloir, Dictionnaire du 
costume, SV. "blonde." 

U2~loir ,  Dic~ionnaim du costume, S.V. "ceintute." 



pearls, or jet, they are few in number. Rings are a h o n  non-existent; a single entry for a 

small jonc appears in 1 728.U5 

in the sixteenth and seventeenth-centuncs, there was a fbhion madness for "real" 

pearls for the élite and fdse p d s  for the poorer bourgeoise that were wom around the 

neck: the collier. Under Louis MV there were heavy siiverplate and goldplate colliers- In 

the eighteenth-centwy mapficent colliers with jewels, precious Stones, and diamonds 

appeared? The collier oppeors in Québec documents as o h  os the e d n g ,  and 

descriptions are more generous. They were seen as eady as 167 1, rmde from fdse pearls 

and amber? Other entries indiute colliers made of amber, pearls, and jet with 

d i a m o n d ~ . ~  

Leloir notes that more fiequently women w o n  a simple ribbon of black velvet 

knotted around the neck trom which hung a cross, a meArillion, o r  some other jeweLu9 

Beaudoin-Ross has -en that the silver cross was characteristic of Québec country dress 

and had been noted by Kalm in 1 749.8J0 In 1756 the nnt and only mtry appears with a 

dear and complete description of this accessory: a black n b b n  collier with a cross of 

815 Appcndix 1, # 122. The jonc dtfs to a wedding ring LAlou, Dictiomaitv du costume, SV- 

"'jonc." The jonc has aiso k e n  ckfïnaî as a lhm - fiibric made with alternating light and dark cross 
ribs. Tortora and Makci, Dictionmy of Textiles, S.V. "jonc." the invcntory identifies ihc jonc as 
srnail, it must be d i g  to a ring. 
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m y d  decorated with d~er. '~'  There are, however, 

entries for the croix, or cross, one in 1 679 with 

diamonds, one in 17 1 7 of silver, and a third in 1728 

with six f&e dimonds.'" Figure 86 shows a 

waîercolor by an anonymous painter dated 1780. 

While this is beyond th pcriod of study it is 

representative of the cross wom by rural women in 

Québec. 

The documentation of masculine and ferninine 

on F o k  CullauC-. 84 

colonists during the period 163 5- 1 760. What then, 

rnay be said of the clothing of their chiidrai? The next segment disauses this particdar 

=m. 

THE LITIZEST COLONIST: CHILDREN'S COSTUME 

FRENCH FASHION: SEVENTEENIH AND EIGHTEENM-CENTURIES 

In the seventcenth-century, and for the greater part of the eighteenth-century, 

clothing did not distinguisb chiidren fkom adulthood. In some instances, it is ditocuh to 

distinguish male children from femaie children during these two centuries. 
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A swaddling-cloth, or swaddhg-banâ, was wound tightly around the body of a 

newborn but as soon as this was abando~ed the child was dressed like other men and 

women of his social class.'" A layette may have consisted of borutets in various fabrics 

and shapes, chemises, bibs blankets, and ~Iuuswttes.'~ 

in the seventeenth-cenniry, srnall boys who were not yet of ar. age to Wear hauts- 

de-chûusws wore a robe that was shoner than those of girls of the same age and one that 

was also less confinùig. Long bands of fabric or nbbon were sewn to the shoulders. 

Children's d i e r s  were made from a woolen velours caiied tripe bdançk, a fabric that 

seemed to serve no other purpose."' 

Tonora and Eubanic see the male child's dress progressing from the swaddllng 

clothes to skirt, robe, and apron untiî he reactied the age of three or four. At this point he 

graduated to the long robe. He wouid be dressed this way util the age of six or seven at 

which time he would begin to Wear clothes me male adults.'" Thus, the costume wom 

during specific stages of growth mafked the child's rite of passage into adulthood. The 

painting of the woman with her son in Figure 87 indicates that the child in the painting is 

probably under the age of six since it appears that he is wearing a gown of some sort 

rather than clothes that emulate the d e  aduit. 

" ~ h i l i p p  Ariès, Centuries of Chil&OOd (London: Jonathan Cape, 1962): M. 

'%iderat, ficycfopidie ou dic~ionnaire, SV. "iayctiew 

's%mckr, Hisîoire du costume, 286. 

'?ortora a d  Euûank, A Svmy o/Hisoric Costume. 160. 



Fie. 87 Womun cind hcr son c. 1670. soum ~uppcrt  er di . L* msmmrpcmçm.r. I I 5 

During the greater part of the eighteent h-century, children's costume continued to 

be a mirror of adult costume. Infants were first dressed in swaddling clothes; then up to 

the age of six or seven, both boys and girls wore s~rts."' M e r  this age, little girls wore 

stiff corps and jupes withpmiers; small boys were dressed in a garment that was more or 
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less a smaller version of the jzatmcoips, and wore a aicorne. Long fàbric bands 

çontinued to be attacheci to their sh~ulders.'~ 

CHILDREN'S COSTJME IN QTJ~I~EC: 163 5- 1760 

W e  have seen how textiles, colors, and descriptive elements have painted a picture 

of masculine and ferninine costume in Québec fiom 1635-1 760. The imnûzires cies biens, 

contrats de mariage, and tesimnents have been a rich source for costume information. For 

chüdren, though, the examhtïon of these p m  sources has ban less nuiffil. Very 

iittle is mentioned conceniing the costurne of chiidrcn. 

One reuon for the paucity of information miy lie in the fâct tht  Québec children, 

üke those in France, did wt have s m c  clothing that identifid them as children. They 

were, for the most part, d a  versions of the duit. In fa- almost alJ the garrnents 

found for ctiildrtn bore the same name as their adult counterpart making the word picture 

for children's costume a miniature of those of the adult. Table 7.0 on the following page 

shows the chiidren's garments fouad in the documents. 

'UBaicbkr, Histoire th costume, 312. 



Table 7.0 
Children's Costume - Nummcai Summaiy 
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Three exceptions ta aduh castume can be san: the béguin, the fours & linge, and 

bande. The béguuin was a 4 bonnet constructeci in three 

pieces and tied under the chin. It received this name because it 

was origuially wom by Belgians 

who were d e d  béguines..'" Figure 88 shows how a child would 

Fig. 88. Child's bCgYUr. look wearing a béguin. 
souEc:Lcloa.hcaoniovirdCi 
Casmrm. SV -M@na- A definition for tours & lange could not be found. 

Séguin mentions the same item in w ~ e c t i o n  with children's clothuig but offcrs no fiuther 

e~p lanat ion .~  

Ban&s, found in two inventories in 1671 and 1688 are quite Likely referring to a 

form of swaddlrng-cloth." 

The tripe mentioned by Boucher in connedon with children's souliers, rnay be the 

same as the t e d e  tripe de velours which M a wool pile and hanp base? Tripe de 

velours is documented in Québec in 1703 and it is possible these two textiles are one and 

the same; the yard goods may have been intendeci for use in children's shoes? 

85 %elou, Dicrionnain du comme. S.V. "bCguinw . 
a60 SCguin, Le cosrume civil, 247. 

@j'~ppadix 1. MS. IW9. 

M2Lcloir. Dictionnaim dl costyme. S.Y. "trip.wAppauüx 1, WP3. 

' 6 3 ~  1, #3. 
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Mer exlimining 118 docummts with almon 3 700 notarial references to clothing 

and textiles, what c m  be saïd of the Québec colonist during the years 163 5- 1 76O? The 

final chapter draws some conclusions as weil as noting areas for future research. 



7- CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE RESEARCH 

Studyiag the clothhg and textiles of Canada's earliest colonists ailows us to know 

more about those who wore hem, the miiiai in which they lived, and the era in &ch they 

struggied to shrpe a new wuntry. The hmework for the study was influmced by the 

human eco10gicaJ mode1 of Elaine Pedaaon "Cuitund and Historid Aspects of Dms: A 

Proposed Linking of a Human Ecologicaî Approach with Selected Anthropological 

Concepts." From this study 1 drew components 6om the n a t d  enviromnent and hurnan 

constructeci environment to apply to the study of clothiag and textiles in Québec. 

This new French-speaking, Roman Catholic settlemezlt of New France was 

colonWd initia@ by single men under a monopolistic economic poiicy: the first f d e s  

arrivesi in 1617. Colonists feu into a social hiaarchy that was detcnnined mainly by status 

or occupation From the very tqpning, and up to 1760, the cdony relied on France for 

the majonty of its supplia, clothing ancl textiles inchided. Intendant Talon's eady efforts 

at estabiishing tuctiie rmauf.cturing w a e  brave but biled to matcrialize to any sigdicant 

levei, disappearing entirdy after his dcparturc. Except for a brief pcriod arty in the 

eighteenth-ccntuy, textile production met with little su- due in part to the Iack of 

skilled workmr. T h e  a d y  rnanufbuhg attempts did not continue past the fht quarter 

of the eighteentkxnhiry partiaUy due to the meruntiüsm policies of France. 

From th t e d a  miportcd to fàbriiute costume, to costume itsdf, my limited 

study of 1 18 documents suggests that h m  1635 to 1760 the Québec cdonist uosd French 

goods almost exclusivdy and held to French trrditioas. The use of Fraich textiles and 
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garments may have been the remît of the mercantiiism policies of France that were in 

effect; exclusive use of French gooQ wy have also ban Jimply a matter of choice and 

availability . 

Masdne and f«ninine costume picces foiiowed those of France: no s i p s  indicate 

the development of an original style. E v m  the more prmleged, where money would pose 

no obstacle, r h e d  the item of costume seen in France during the different periods. 

Colonias of more modest conditions may have bought their clothing at a merchant's store 

but this is not knowa for certain. nKn are refêrences to used g u m m t s  in shops and these 

may have been desMed for purchue by those of more limitsd means. Clothing for these 

colonias mimicked those of the sociai hierarchy above thern except textiles were of more 

common varieties. Stoclriags, for example, were more Wtely made of ord- wwl  rather 

than silk; somehws subors were worn in place of souliers. 

COSTUME UNDER LOUIS XIII: 1635-1643 

Masculine costume was characterized by the purpoint and hair~s&~hûusses in 

fabrics of sombre wlon. It is W<dy they wae d e - t o - m m ,  rlthwgh it is unbiown 

as to whether &y garmmts were made in France or Q u h ;  the ht inventory of a 

tailleur d'habits did not appear untd 1676. This is a psnicular curiosity since we know 

that Champlain r e f i i  to a habit that wu not yet finished: was this being made in Québec 

in 1635 or was it being d e  in France by a tador wbo kncw his mea~u~cments? Beneath 

the pourpoint the staplc of Quikc muailine costume w u  worn: the ckmise. The 

chemise w u  wom with a iarge rabai or cdler. ~ ~ - c ~ s  covaed tbe legs and 
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were wom with souliersfi4)1~41s. The chqeau or & p b w d  c o v d  the head when 

outdoors; raquettes were u d  in the winter to aid in walkuig in the deep snow. The 

casaque was the cloak-like garment wom outdoors. At night, the chemisette cie mril is 

distinguished fiom the àaytime ckmisette while the head was covered with a bonnet cde 

mit. 

Fewer details describe ferninine costume pefhaps because there were fewer women 

in Québec during this period. Those who lived in t o m  wore the chemise, embeIlished by a 

fi:chu or mouchoir & coi, and a jupe, both w v d  by a roblier. When outdoors, the 

Québec woman covered h a  garments with a irongreline. Logic dictaîes that she wore 

shoes of some sort, shhough the documents used for this perîod do not mention them; a 

more exhaustive search would likeiy prove otherwise. During this reign, the Québec 

woman coverd her head with a corffe cie cornette. 

COSTUMELJNDERLOUISXIV: 1643-1715 

The d e  colonist continued to Wear similar clothing to that of French fishion. 

Hautsde-chau~s deve10pad into the culotte, although records indicate some still wore 

the former. The pourpoint bccune the s t y l i s h ~ c o p s  whiie the wste was added to 

m a t e  an ensemble. When wom togaher, the pieces were known as an kbit .  Some were 

more luxurious than othas, in velvet or in embroidered silk with garnitures of gold or 

silver. Wom witb these guments was the mer-prcsent chemise, oAm anbeUished with 

munchettes of ha and now with the addeû toucb of a crawte. The stockings were wool 

or silk and may have ban worn with chausuwu or chaisenes. The lcather souliers, 
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generally black, may have had goM or nhra buckles. T k e  is no sign of the r d  heds that 

dominated the Lows XLV era in France. hiring Louis' reign thepemque was in vogue, 

sometimes accompanied by the bourse* a tr&u sa& that nuy have held naîurai hair or 

the hair of the perruque. The clqeuu topped the msemble, somaimes of rnade beaver, 

more ofien of wool; the t q b r  continued as an outdoor hcadpiece. Outdwr g8nnents 

like the munfeau covered the ensemble. Those who compleîed thek d l e  with the 

addition of a m m  or épép w m  idmtified as men of means. Headwear contimied to be 

wom at ni*. It is during this paiod the robe & chambre is wom in the home. The ccq~ot 

made its appearane early in this perïod. 

Women of the upper Social sanii wore ro&s and manteouK rnade of lwouious 

textiles that were embroidaed or ganiiJbed with lace. Beneath the robe was the chemise, 

it tw boasting lace or embroidery. Stockings werc w n t y  wool or siik and w a e  the mon 

colorfùl item in the fcminine wardrobe. Women wore leather souIzers sometimes garnished 

with gold or silver bucicles, others were embroidered on fibric. Day and night the head 

was covered, as witaessed by the variety of colmes anâ the number of headpieces owaed 

by women of all social hiexarchies. Aftcr mademoide de Fontange launcbad k now- 

farnous headpiece, the womai of France won them into the eightccnth-cenniry. Thus, it is 

not surprising to find the f ironge at Québec. Garments like the ccpre and mantelet 

covered the robe or mcarteau whcn outdoors. 

As for women of more d e s t  conditions, wives of habilcplts and domestic 

servants, the same basic gannents p m d e d :  ckmise , jqp ,  tublier, bas, ud mantelet. 
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Differences are notable ody in the qualïty of textiles and lack of garnishment compared :O 

those belonging to women of a higher soail range during the same peciod. 

COSTUME D-G LA RÉGENCE 1 7 1 5- 1723 

Masculine costume changed little during this period and was notable only by the 

disappearance of some costume items that would neva retun: the p p i n t ,  rabor, 

hmts-de-çhuusses. When outdoors, the habit was now covered by either a manteau or 

SUIIOUt, 

Like masculine costume, feminine clothing saw few changes. The basic garments 

of chemise, mmteuu,jqe, anci robe continue to k entered in postmortem inventones. 

Cosmm UNDER LOUIS XV:  1 723- 1 760 

The stylish juslrnrwrps that begm during the reign of  Louis XIV developed more 

filiners dong with ~ ~ ~ ~ m p a n y ï n g  pleaîs. Under Louis X I V  tbe wste thu was worn with 

the j u s f a u ~ q s  beaune s W a  and d e r .  It was aiso during this paiod that the sleeves 

disappeared. The cuiottes that formed pazt of the hobit were more close-fi- than th& 

predecessors during Louis X I V ' s  mign. -on contributed to the quility o f  the 

habit with silver and gold buttons used as deeoration on those gimimts owned by those 

of upper Society. 

Outdoors, the cqwt continucd as the most fkquentiy wom outergarment, dong 

with the manteuu anci nwarteiet. Gloves wac irdispcarrblc but fbhiod smaller than 

those of the Louis XIV reign. Ahhwgh the redingote achievcd W o n  popdarity in 
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Europe and England, the documents showed a single entry for this overcoat leading me to 

believe thaî the cqwt was prefmed. 

' Iaepemqw that M enormous proportions uoda Louis XIV continued to be 

scaied down in size and wom by the gentiemen of Quéôec. These same elegant gentiemen 

also carried the Miionable uinne, some with dva tips. Although the wearing of the 

tricorne became standard headwear for men on the conthent, there is no indication that 

men in Québec adoptcd the fàshion. 

Ferninine costume is marked by the appeamnce of the dhhubillé, the gannent 

resewed for indwr wear. The use ofpaniers, an important mode in France during the 

eighteenth-cenn~y is rare, but nevertheless ptesent in Québec, as wexe the herdpieces 

narned for Madame Fontange. 

A notable item of ferninine costume absent fiom the inventories is the robe à Ca 

fianpise. This nises the question as to whetha those in France during the p e r d  that this 

robe was wom d e d  the garmcnt by this name or wtntha it wu Lklled by costume 

historians at some later point in time. Nor were names like robe Mante, robe +te, 

and innocente found in Québec darumms. Yet these tems are frrquently found in weii- 

known books on costume history to describe caulli robes. ifnaming the robe came afta 

the period m which it was wom this could explain the absence of description in the 

documents. Since costume historiaru have g d y  uscd drawings, sketches, and 

paintings as th& primrry sources, a study of primyr documents in France iike those of 

the imiien-e &s biens may r m r l  whctha these tams wae in commoa use during their 

period of popularity. 
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Tables 7.0 and 7- 1 illustrate the ciiffierences in costume as worn in France and in 

Québec during this period. T k  coshime items for both m m  and women were outlùied in 

the literature review in Chaptcr 2. 

Table 7.0 
Masculine Costume: France vs Québec 
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Table 7.1 shows the faninine costume items known to be in France during the 

penod compared to those found in Québec. 

Table 7.1 
Ferninine Costume: France vs Québec 
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Children were âressed like adults, more or l e s  luxuriously according to the weaith 

and status of the M y .  Once again, society at Québec resembled that of France. 

There was Little evidence Erom the documents that wlonists readüy adapted the 

clothing of Amerindians. Thae is evidence of souIiers m g e s  and raquettes: the 

massive amounts of snow feccived in Qu* mua have precipitated this bbbo~~wing" of 

costume. There is dao the occasionai garment made fiom the sicin of the CMbou." It has 

~~~orpl~~aadocumciilcdin<bt~un*asthywaci&ntifdr.kuypuiofa 
gannent. It ib not k possi'ble to dacrmint w k h r  tbt  end use of any furs f a d  in tbc inventories were 
ïntended for clothing. 
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been suggested tbat Amenndian 
. - garments rnay have been omitted fiom the inventories 

because they were seen as unimportant compared to those of French ongin. 1 would 

disagree with thîs spaculation as the inventories show many item of littïe or no value; it 

appears that aîi g d s  were accounted for in some manner. 

But for the mon pan, masdine and faninine costume foiiowed the traditions of 

France. There, as in Québec, fashion evoived dowiy by today's standards, and was 

marked by a certain codormity. Nor was there a clarty identifiable comme à 10 

canadienne. Use of the cqwi was common, but no ceinttrrejléchées or tuques were 

found. 

The number of textiles idengfied is both a testament to  the colonists' innate 

interest in the nbrics that formai an integrol part of their materiai culture and to the vision 

of Louis XIV in establishing and supporting a textiie industry in France that flourished 

throughout his reign in the seventccnth-~ent~i~y and through the cighteenth-century. It is 

to Louis X Ws credit and his fÙst minister Jean-Baptiste Colbert that France became the 

hallmark of textiie production anci fàshion for Europe. It is Weiy that this t d e  

production in the mther country was a detenent to one dedoping, not only in Quéùec, 

but in aü of New France. Only scattercd referenccs to toile & priys are evidence that such 

production existed at aii and are not sufficient in number to indicate that the textiles were 

producd in a commercirrl rnanner. 

The abiiity of the ordirrpsr person to identify the vast number of textiles is 

astonishing and undctscores the *tance of textiles in the lives of the Québec colonist. 

This is punctuated by the derences in inventories to those garments which werc fidl of 
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holes, tom, or repaired ancl mended in =me way, some eaten by rats: even those garrnents 

not highly valued in tmns of money were treLISured and kept in the wardrobes of civilians. 

At the outset of this research, five centrd questions arose to guide the project. A 

review of these questions d show that answers and conclusions have bcen reached for 

al1 five questions. 

Were tfie costumes worn a rdection of W o n  in.France for the same perid? My 

research strongly suggests that colonists in Québec wore sidar clothing to those that 

were fashionable in France. Tables 7.0 and 7.1 show that for the most part, the clothing 

wom in France was also available in Québec during the same perîod. 1 believe that where 

differences do occur these diffetences are due to the small sampling of documents used for 

this project. 

In what way did local conditions affect fashionable costume? Local conditions 

appear to have had Little impact on fidionable costume. Climate, a major premise of 

Pederson's d e l ,  played a role in the cires of the colonists as the huge amounts of snow 

each year forced some colonists to use stlowshas accornpanied by souIiers samqges. But 

other gannents owned by ttiese wlonists were in no way similar to native garments which 

contradicts Kaim's remarks concerning the way they dressed during the week."' On the 

other hanci, Kaim may have been derring to the rural habitant rather than the urban 

dweiler. 

Ukahnatcdchtl&~rmchusaîu. ..rhoqgarms,andgiidLIdtb~Indian.~Bccsoa, n e  
Amerka of1 750,Sll. Kalm's orighi Qeumtllt har h n  vanslPted hto E@kh and 1 am uaccrtain as 
t o w t i a t t b t u a i i s l a u # ~ ~ m s s a U g l l d l c n o a d " ~ .  



Were clothùig and textile items in Quibec sïmiiar to those found in other major 

locations in New France? Table 7.2 clothing and textile items found in other major town in 

New France tbat were not found in Québec documents. 

Table 7.2 
Clothing and Textiles in New France Locations Not Appearhg in Québec Documents 



Table 7.2. conrimicd 
- 

I l l 

; Yar  / C l a r h i a g ( C ) a T ~ ç T )  1 M d  

/ 16M / catogan (c) x 
, I 

1 1751 f cmtnUl& cd-  (C) / x 
1 
' 1703 1 cernnrr anghse (C) I - 
1 

1 1746 1 chape (C) l 
1 X 

i l 
i 1731 1 cohnrnc (C) 
: 1750 : cohet~e (C} 

j 1660 ; d r o p & & m r f m O  
i 1663 1 d r o p & C a ~ c ~ u ~ i y ( T )  
1 1685 drap debmboug (T) 

1673 / drapdrPotiou0 
j 1693 j drap deMomanbon rn 
i 1664 j drup&S4iritJcrm(TJ 
; 1663 , drap desco4u (T) 
1 1750 j dmp&soù?ar(T) 
1 I - 

I ' 1667 j &oguerburotL(ï) 
11709 droguerdwpjw(ï3 
; 1685 1 droguerd.llarar (T) 
j 1652 ] droguer de sac (ï3 





Table 7.2. c o f f b n d  
1 1 i I 

1 
, - i 1654 i serge de C d q  0 i - l ! - 

Differenca in clothing and textiles are greater between Montréal and Québec than 

between Québec and other locations. There are some clear references to Amerindian 

products found in Montréai: hamkpu indien, éto'e à l ' Irqois9, and the Huron name 

escarmton suggest greatei interaction with the Amcrindian population than is found in 

Québec. This secms natural since Montrial is west of Québec and at the time, tùrther into 

new land. 

There are aiso three references to English textiles that were not found in Québec 

documents: wIMOnLje mgfoise, caris! d Yngletem, and mofIetm d Angleterre. It is 
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possible that there was trade ôetween the US colonies to the south d Montriril that was 

not occurring betweer~ the US colonies and other centres. 

Finally, tbn are doo textiles from COWrtrics otha thn Fmce tht do not appear 

in Québec documents: c&m & Cologne,fnse d'Irh&, ras de Chine, md toile de 

Sicile. Al1 are unique to Momrial and 1 am unable to off= an e x p l d o n  for this 

anornaly. Séguin uscd 2 12 documents for bis midy compared to the 1 18 us& in my thesis 

research. This done could rcaunt for muiy of the différent items of clotbing and textiies. 

A larger sarnpling fiom Québec may prove fewa differebces acist. 

On Île d'Orléam there are few différences in clotbing anci t d e s  to tbbr found in 

Québec. Thae is tk ceinture anglais Md crinute à I 'untique which stand out as present 

on the Île that are not present in Quibec. On the other hand it should k noted that while 

there are tabliers in 1 the otiier locations in New France, tbcrr arc mne on Île &Orléans. 

1 suggest the rason for hihrities is the close proximhy of Île d'Orléans to Québec ' 

although this does Iittle to explain the lack of tabliers. 

The documerrtation for Trois-Rivières is not grcat. As a result, thme are few items 

of difference to note. Two fàbrics not found elsewhere in New France are dkqp de soddat 

and étimine j m e .  A particuiar type of glwe kund in Trois-Riviéres, gants de Vencllbme. 

were aix, not fomd in Québec. The tuque, on the 0 t h  hand, is notcd in the Trois- 

Rivières documents. 

There is more of a sense of smiilrrity ktwsai dothing and taailes h m  Québec 

and Louisbourg particuiariy with those msakro of the upper smu. The descriptions for 

masculine hobits Md faaiaiov robes arc s i d u  in textiies, prhps because t k e  is a 
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similarity of occupations or social nmis-l'hem was also the m o n  of the sioinRerque 

wom by womem in both Louisbourg and Québec but no mention of the item in any other 

location. But Louisbourg ai= had items unique to its location. There is mention of the 

polonaise, a type of veste and tbe toqrret whîch hs ban described as a s d  toque. There 

are several mentions of the guéire in Louisbourg, as well as in Montreal. None of diese 

appear in Québec documents. 

Were îhe coloigsis toMy reliant on imported clothing uid textiles from France to 

replenish their needs? Tbe lack of a large Nimba of entries for textiles cfu poys or clothùrg 

made fiom fabric dupqys suggests that domestic production was not significant in New 

France. We know that domestic t d e  production wu M t e d  to the fht quarts of the 

eighteenth-century. AAer Saint-Père and the &ORS of the Charron bmthm failed, no 

M e r  attempts w m  d e  at domestic production. From the lack of entries fiom any of 

the locations it would seexn that production was inlpufficient to supply the colonists with 

any significant amaum of yardage. 

Did domestic textile production âevelop sufficiently to play a role in influencllig 

local costume? This question is closeîy tied to the previous question deiling with 

dependence on French textiles and clothing. Consumer demand has always been the 

driving mgine for change yet in this aoaomic amm the d d  did not provide enough 

pressure for change. 1 bciieve this supports die concept that the wlonists preférred French 

textiles to those wovcn domestidy . 
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In sum, Qu- costume d i i i  M e  fkom France with only a few of her colonists 

borrowing customs fkom the Amerindians. This is evidence of a relatively closed society 

where innovations were neither enwuraged nor cultivated and one which sterdfistly 

rernained true to its culturai roots. 

FUTURE RESEARCH 

If the study of costume in Québec answered questions posed at the outset, the 

research resulted in more questions king garerateci that were umnswered in this thesis. 

The fkst and foremost question that arises concems the issue of the Conquest. Did the 

standard of living as expresscd by material goods in general and clothing and textiles in 

patticular change as a r d t  of the Conqu*~? A mdy of prdonquest maten al goods 

fiom 1720 to 1760 compared to post-Conquest mat& goods from 1760 to 1800 would 

make a fascinahg long-tem study and one which muid foais widely on the general 

colonist or concentrate on a particuiar type of colonist such as merchant or néguçiant. 

Another research question that f- on the Conquest concems the avaiîability 

of English textiies &a 1760. The inventories tel us that English textiles were not in 

popular use to 1760. Did colonists prefér French goods? Were thcy as available &er the 

Conquest? What mw English textiles were introduced to New France? 

There is also a major question cozlcecning the En@& colonies to the south. With 

both the English and French esâablishiag donia at approximately the rune time, 1607 

for the English colonies vs 1608 for the French, how did fashion prevail in the English 

colonies compared to tht of New France? In putiailar, did fashion m Boston, a kcy p m  
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WEe Québec, refiect Engtish W o n  in the same way that Quibec W o n  mimicked thai of 

France? Key to this is the question of t d e  production: how did textile production in the 

English d o n i a  supercede those of New France Pod what &kt did it have on consumer 

goods? 

Studying the entries for the 1 18 d-s cornin* raised in my mind the 

question of a second-hand clothing d e .  Clothing was known to be auctioned a d  sold 

afker the death of the owner. As wdl, in a number of merchant inventories, findllies 

showed that oome p m e n t s  were classui, for example, as "US or "&mie u&e? Whde it 

is unknown whether these item were intenàed for sale to those of more moderate means, 

funher research mto the possibility of a uscd dothing market would make an intriguïng 

study. A more in-dcpth study of this nature miy aiso meal a degrce of sQecializabon in 

goods. 

One ofthe probicms th plagued the Québec cdonist was the irreguiar value of 

the French liwe and the rippling e&a of its rir and fiail .U was dtimately fdc in New 

France. The wide vuinion of p r i a  in diffaeat periods for the same or shdar goods 

gives rise to the question of establishg some base for cornparison. Establishg such a 

base would be a stcp in the right direction for comparing the d u e  of ttxtiles and clothing 

during d i fkr~m pcriods. More hportantiy, it would provide a mcuu for comparing the 

personal wdth  of s o m e  of Québec's coioriists. Machant C M -  GuiIlimin, for exampie, 

at one time one of New France's wealthiest mm, died with essenMy notbing. How was 

his weaith dctanmvd in the auiy y- were his miid goodr dued  in the same way 
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at bis death, and how mi@ the role of the rishg and fàiling livre played out in his 

fortunes? 

Several articles have been written on der-registration and bias in probate 

documents in the American colonies during the same pMoâ as this research but none has 

been written on whether under-re&traîion or bias is evident in New France postmortem 

inventories. Are these issues somebow associateci witb Englrsh civil law that govemed the 

Amencan colonies? Furtha research into the question may reveal the answer. 

The questions for fhre rwesrch m y  be gaierateci alrnost indefinitcly. But these 

are a beginning for those inîerested in the fàschating @od in Canada's history known as 

the French régime and for rmlong cornpuisons with the period foliowing the English 

conquest. 



W& two acceptions, the data was retrieved lrom original archival documents, 

microfilmecl original documents, or micronlmed tr811SCfibed documents. The names of the 

pincipals are listad as they appeared in the doaunents. Thus, some names are not speUed 

the way they are now known, in some instances capitalization and accents are rnissing.. 

The narnes of notaries are shown as they are wrïttcn today. 

The documents were Grst numôerd then read for clothing and textile notations. 

Durùig this process it was reveaied that rome colonists lived outside the wails of Québec 

and these were eiiminated; otber documents containe- no clothing or textile references, 

and some could not be read due to water damage. As a result, these previously numbered 

documents were mt used in the stuciy but are Iisted separatdy at the end of the appendix. 

2. Testament de Samuel de Champlain, le 17 novembre 1635. Documents Inédit, Revue 
d'histoire Ganieriquefi411~91s. vd. 17, no. 2 (1963): 269-286. 

3.  Contrat de mariage entre Estienne Racine a Margueritte Mutin, le 16 novembre 1637. 
G r d e  de Jean Guitet, ANQQ. 

5 .  Inventaire des biens de cieflCiint honorable homme Guitlaume Hebert et d'horirable 
femme Heleine Desportes, le 21 octobre 1639. Gic& de M.rti.l Piraube, ANQQ. 

SA. Cnee et vendue des biens de feu Guillaume Hebcrt, le 1 1 novembre 1639. Greffe de 
Martial Piraube, ANQQ. 

7 .  Engagement d'Antoine Brassard a Guillaume Couillard, le 4 octobre 1642. Greffe de 
Martid P i b e ,  ANQQ. 



8. Inventaire des eff*s appartenant aux defnints Jean Fleury, Jaques  Figet, Jean 
Fouchereau et Guillaume Lasur, le 24 novembre 1646. Grec de Henri Bancheron, 
A W Q .  

9. Inventaire des biens de feu Andre LeClerc, le 1 avril 1648. Greffe de Claude Lecoustre, 
MQQ. 

12. Inventaire des biens de la succession de feu N a 1  Juchereau, le 7 octobre 1649. Greffe 
de Guillaume Audouart, ANQQ. 

17. Inventaire des biens de deffunt Andre Bazin, le 29 juin 1654. Greffe de Claude Auber, 
AWQ- 

18. inventaire des biens de fai Piem Delaunay et de Francoir Pinguet, le 17 août 1655. 
Greffe de Guillaume Audouart, ANQQ. 

22. Inventaire des hardes delaisses par Marie Gaschet, femme de Charles Roger dit des 
coulombiers, le 26 avril 1661. Greffe de Guillaume Audaiart, ANQQ. 

25. Inventaire des biens de Jean LeNonnsad a de fa Jaquette Viveray, le 23 juillet 
1 66 1 . Greffe de Jean Guitet, ANQQ. 

27. Testament de Jean Moreau, le 25 juin 1663. Gr* de Guillaume Audoum ANQQ. 

28. Inventaire des biens de de- Jacques Maheu et Anne Convent, le 25 juillet 1663. 
Greffe de Pime Duquet, ANQQ. 

30. Inventaire des biens du deîïunct Abraham Mutin et Margueritte Landois, le 7 octobre 
1664. Greffe de Pierre Duquet, ANQQ. 

3 3. Testament de Messire Augustin de S&y, SSagmur de Mesy, k 24 a d  1665- M e  
de Claude Auber, ANQQ. 

34. Inventaire des biens de fa, Augustin de S-y, Seigneur de Mesy, le 8 mai 1665. 
GreEe de Michel Fion, ANQQ. 

36. Inventaire des biens de fa, M a r g n t e  Langlois veuve de definct Abraham Maitin, le 
1 1 janvier 1666. M e  de Romain Becque ANQQ. 

39. Inventaire des biens de feu Charles Phülipeaux et Catherine Boutg le 6 avril 1666. 
Greffe de Romain Becquet, ANQQ. 

40. inventaire da biem du Sieur & C m ,  k 22 juiUct 1666. Circ& & Raniin ANQQ. 



41. Inventaire des biens de Fnuicois L'Aumonier, Escuyer sieur de Traversy, le 22 juillet 
1666. Gr&e de Romrin Becquet, ANQQ. 

44. Inventaire des biens de Toussaint Toupin et la denua*e Marguerite Boucher, le 24 
décembre 1669. Greffe de Gilles Rageot, ANQQ. 

45. Inventaire des biens de Bertrand Chenay Sieur de la Garenne, varf de feu Mmye 
Magdelenne Beilenga, le 2 1 janvier 167 1. Gre& de Micbel Fillion, ANQQ. 

46. Inventaire des biens de S i  Denys, Escuyer Sieur de la Trinite a la d-cte 
Francoise DuTertre, le 14 juiiîet 1 67 1 .  M e  de Romain Becquet, ANQQ. 

47. Vente des biens de Simon denys, escuyer sieur de la Trinitte, et la d a n t e  damoiselle 
fiancoise Du Tartres et de le 19 juillet 167 1. Greffé de Romain Becquet, ANQQ. 

48. Inventaire des biens de fai Francois PoUd Escuyer Sieur de la Combe poccatiere et de 
Damoiselle Marie Anne Juchereau, le 14 avril 1672. W e  de Claude Bennen, ANQQ. 

49. Testament de Louis Gasnier dit Beliawmce, le 3 juin 1673. Greffe de Pierre Duquet, 
m. 
50. Inventaire des biens d'Estienne Btmhon Sian de LaRose et de dcBincte Anne 
Convent, le 10 janvier 1676. Gre& de Pime Duquet, ANQQ. 

5 1 .  Inventaire d a  biens de Fiiacois Byssot siau de la Riviae a d'honneste famne Marie 
Couillard, le 27 a d  1676. Greffe de RomM Becquet, ANQQ. 

52. Inventaire des biens de defhnct Claude Racine, Ie 19 novmiber 1677. Greffe de Gilles 
Rageot, ANQQ. 

54. Inventaie des biens de denWit Thomas de la Nouguerre et de damoiselle Margeurine 
Renee Denys, le 3 juin 1678. Grdé de Pime Duquet, ANQQ. 

57. Inventaire des biens de deffiinct Ozanie Joseph Nadau dit Lavigne et de Margueritte 
Abraham, le 5 avril 1678. P i a n  hiquet, ANQQ. 

58. Les Traitte a accords entre Charîes Aubert Seigneur de ia chesmye a Damoisde 
Geneviefve Macart, du 2 1 et au 27 avrü 1679. G r d e  de Romain Becquet, ANQQ. 

59. Inventaire d a  biens de dc[ha J s m  hame1 et de Uuie Auvray, le 27 novembre 1679. 
Greffe de Pierre hiquet, ANQQ- 



6 1. Inventaire des biens communs de Dmys Joseph Rueîîe Escuyer Sieur Dautrd  et de 
Dame Claire îhcoise Clement du &t, le 13 f&er 1680. Greffe de François Genaple, 
ANQ- 

63. Inventaire des Biens Meubles et immeubles de Sieur Jean Francois ba;teur, le 16 
novembre 1685. M e  de Hilaire Bourgine, ANQM 

67. Inventaire des biens de feu Noble homme Jean Juchereau Siew de la Ferte, veuf de 
Marie-Francoise Gïfbd, le 1 1 janvier 1686. Greffe de Wes Rageot, ANQQ. 

69. Inventaire des biens de deffuat Charles Roger Sieur des Colombien a de Louise de 
Lestre, le 7 a d  1688. Gre& de François Gcnaple, ANQQ. 

72. inventaire des biens de de* Le Sieur Pierre Ailemand et de damoiselle Louise 
Douaire, le 30 décembre 1692. m e  de François Genaple, ANQQ. 

73. Inventaire des biens de denuate Eleanord de grand maison veuve de feu Jacques 
Descailhaut de la Tesserie, le 28 avrü 1692. Greffe de Louis Chambalon, ANQQ- 

74. Inventaire des biens de defïùnt Toussaint du Bau et de Anne Jousselot, le 15 
septembre, 1 693. GrCne de François Genaple, ANQQ. 

76. inventaire des biens de feu Sieur Eustache Lambert et de damoiselle Marie Vanech, le 
30 juillet 1693. Gr&e de François Genaple, ANQQ. 

78. Inventaire des biens de fa Richard deais esayer Sieur de Fronsac et de Damoitelle 
Francoise Cailleteau, le 20 juillet 1694. Grene de Louis Chambalon, ANQQ. 

79. Inventaire des biens de feu le Sieur Guillaume Bouthier et damoiselle Francoise Denis, 
le i 9 juillet 1694. Greffe de Louis Chambalon, ANQQ. 

80. inventaire des biens de C M a  Aubert Esaiyer seigneur de la Chesnaye et d e h t e  
Damoiselle Louise Juchereau, le 10 miri 1695. Greffe dc Louis Chambalon, ANQQ. 

86. Inventaire des biens de deffllnt Le Sieur Thhothce Roussel et Catherine fournier, le 9 
avril, 170 1. Greffe de Charles Rageot, ANQQ. 

87. Inventaire des biais de Damoi9cUe Charlotte fdçoise  Juchaeau Veuve de d a n t  Le 
Sieur Francois Viénnoy-Pachot, le 12 septembre 170 1. Louis Chambalon, ANQQ. 

88. Inventaire des biens de Monsieur Rend Louis Chartier escuyer Seigneur de lotbiniere 
et denunte dime Muie Magdeleine Lambert a, le 13 juin 1701. Greffe de Louis 
Chambalon, ANQQ. 



92. Inventaire des biens de feue Marie Constautin et Michel Cadet, le 3 mai 1703. Greffe 
de Louis Chambalon, ANQQ- 

93. Invenîaire des biens de feu Messire Charies Denys Escuyer Sieur de Vitre a de dame 
Charlotte Chrestien, le 26 fivner 1703. Greffe de François Genaple, m. 
94. Inventaire des biens de defhiiia Joseph Muinit a Thcrese Gingras, le 5 nun 1703. 
Greffe de François Genaple, ANQQ. 

95. Inventaire des biens de pKnv normand Sieur Labicrre a defbcte  Cubaine normand, 
le 5 mars 1703. Greffe de Louis Chambaion, ANQQ. 

96. Inventaire et partage des successions de ddhncts le S i w  Hipolite Thvierge a de 
Renee Hewe, le 5 juin 1703. M e  de Joseph I d ,  ANQQ. 

97. Contrat de muiage de Sieur Piem J.iuon a de Muie Gmevieve Peuda,  le 25 
janvier 1704. Gd& de François Genaple, ANQQ. 

1 00. Inventaire des biens de feu Sieur Jean Mhet et d'honorable Anne Bonhomme, le 29 
janvier 1 706. Greffe de François Genapie, ANQQ. 

10 1. inventaire des biens de Joseph Br* veuf de Muie David, le 8 avd l706.Oreffe 
de Jacques Barbel, ANQQ. 

105. Inventaire des biens de d d b t s  Jean Demers a Jeanne Voidy, le 8 janvier 1709. 
Greffe de Jacques Barbel, ANQQ. 

106. Inventaire des biens de d d b t  Jacques Samson a de Marianne Mestr~, le 9 
novembre 1 7 10. Greffe dEtienne Dubnuii, ANQQ. 

107. Inventaire des biens de Marie Cath- Miville Veuve de d d b c t  le Sieur Jean 
baptiste Souliard, le 23 juiliet L 7 10.Orrne de Pierre Rivet, ANQQ. 

109. Inventain des biens de Sieur Piarc Nolan et de la deaincte Catherine houart, le 7 
septembre 17 13. M e  de Pierre Rivet, ANQQ. 

1 10. Inventaire des biens de Jacques LA Rot et de c i m e  Muie k Gris Lespine, le 30 
octobre 1 7 14. Gretle de Pierre Rivet, ANQQ. 

1 10A. Inventaire des biens de Sieur Gavais Baudouin et Anrie Aubert, le 4 juin 17 1 5.  
Greffe de Pierre Rivert, ANQQ. 



1 1 1. Inventaire des biens de Jean baptiste M e  a la defIiinte Marie arme Rouch, le 10 
décembre, 1717. G r d e  de J. Meschin, ANQQ. 

1 1 1 A. Inventaire des biens de feu Martin Cheron et dame Marie Joseph le Boullanger, le 8 
juin, 1 7 1 7. G r d e  de Pierre Rivet, ANQQ. 

1 12. Inventaire des biens de fa, k Sieur Dominique Bergeron a de noble femme 
Damoiselle Louise Catherine Denys de St Simon, le 19 décembre, 17 18. GrefKe d'Etienne 
Dubreuil, ANQQ. 

1 12A. Inventaire des biens de Chartes de monseïgnat et marguerite de Lessenerac, le 5 
décembre, 17 18. Grde de Fiorent de La Cctièrc, ANQQ. 

1 12B. Inventaire des biens de Charles Remmoneau et de d e f h t e  Therese Bridau, le 28 
juin 1 7 1 8. Gr& d'Étienuc Dubred, ANQQ. 

1 12C. Inventaire des biens de dcainct Jacques baniere a Angelique poyaiere, le 17 
janvier 1 7 1 8. Greffe de Florent de La Cetièrc, ANQQ. 

1 13. Inventaire des biens de feu Sieur Claude Chasle et marie marguerite DuRoy, le 7 
décembre 1 7 19. Greffe de Jacques Barbel, ANQQ. 

1 13 A. Inventaire des biens d'Estienne Marchand et feue marie Anne Durant, le 13 mars 
1 7 1 9. Greffe de Jacques Barbe1 ANQQ. 

1 14. Inventaire des biens de deffùnct le Sieur Jean Thomas et damoiselle Anne duquet, le 
16 septembre 1720. Grde de Bernard dcLariviere, ANQQ. 

1 1 5. Inventaire des biens de fai Sieur Pierre Garneau et marie Magdelene Menage, le 16 
décembre 172 1. Gre& Jean-Claudt Louet, ANQQ. 

1 16. Inventaire des biens de feu Charles hedouin et gennevieve doyon, le 22 avril 1722. 
Greffe de Jacques Barbel, ANQQ. 

1 16A. Inventaire des biens de feu Sieur Thomas Barthelemy et GeneMeve Gariepy, le 15 
octobre 1722. Greffe d'Étienne Dubraiil, ANQQ. 

1 1 dB. inventaire des biens de Eustache Chartier Siau de Lotbinicre et Marie fiancoise 
Renaut Davaine Desmaloise, le 25 juin L 723. Greffe de JeamClaude buet,  ANQQ. 

1 16C. Inventaire des biens de deflCiint S iau  Estienne Mirambeaux et Jeanne LN-, le 
1 1 mars 1723. Mt d'Étienne Dubrruü, ANQQ. 



1 17. Inventaire des biens de Messire Charles guilliniin a de feue Dame fiancoise Le mitre 
de La morille, le 16 fartier 1724. G r d e  de Jacques Barbel, ANQQ. 

1 18. Inventaire des biens de fai CMes Morin de Clondant et de Anne Therese Minet, le 
24 juillet 1 724. GrefFe de François Rage@, ANQQ. 

1 19. Inventaire des biens de Dum gmeviefte h o t  veuve de féu Messire Jacques 
Richard, le 11 janvier 1724. Gr* de Jacques Barbel, ANQQ. 

120. Inventaire des biens du feu seigneur Messire Phiüppe de Rigaud, marquis de 
Vaudreuil et de dame Louise-Elisabah de Joybert, le 19 juin f 726. Greffe de Jaques 
Barbel ANQQ. 

12Ok Inventaire des biens de la succession du Seigneur Messire Philippe de Rigaud, 
Marquis de V ~ d ~  le 15 juillet 1726. Clôture inventaire. Gre& de ChristophaHiluion 
DuLaurent, ANQQ. 

12 1. Inventaire des biens de h c o i s e  Roussel veuve de feu Estienne de d e ,  le 24 
septembre 1726. Greffe d'Étienne Dubrad, ANQQ. 

122. Inventaire des biens de Sieur Theodore Denys Escuyer Sieur de Vitre a la deîlÙnte 
dame Marie B k  des Bergeres, le 23 novembre 1728. G r s e  de Henri Hic& ANQQ. 

124. Inventaire des biens de defikt  Jacques Daide dit Lallemand a de defnuite Catherine 
Aubier, le 19 janvier, 1 73 1. Greffe de Claude Barolet, ANQQ. 

126. Inventaire des biens de defknct Paquin et de deftimte Marie Anne Pero, le 
i 5 novembre 173 1. Grcffe de Malas  Boisseau, ANQQ. 

128. Inventaire des biens de féu Nicalas Jeranye a de Damoiseile hco i se  Bourot, le 4 
novembre 1732. Greffe de Henri Hichi, ANQQ. 

129. Inventaire des biens de Siair josephe Poulin de Nicolet et de feue Damc Marie 
joseph Lebouliangcr, le 6 août 1733. Gre& de Jacques Bahel, ANQQ. 

132. Inventaire des biens d'Eticnne Dubteuil et Jeanne Roder, le 18 août 1734. Gr&e de 
Jacques Pinguet, ANQQ. 

1 3 3. Inventaire des biens de Marie Lisse veuve de Gabriel Davaine, le 1 0 septembre 1 73 5. 
Greffé de Jean-Ciaude Loue4 ANQQ. 

136. Inventaire des biens de ddÛnt Charles Guillimin d de fiancoise Lemaitre de 
Lamorille, le 1 7 mars 1 739. Greffe de Nicolas B o i i  ANQQ. 



13 7. Inventaire des biens du Sieur Micbei S.U.krry a fkue DamoUeUe Catherine Rous 
dederay, le 27 f e e r  174 1. Gr& de Jacques P i e t .  

1 3 8. Inventair2 des biens de Sieur Charles PerthWs et la ddbncte DamoiseUe Magdelcne 
Roberge, le 28 a d  174 1. G r a e  de Jacques Pinguet, ANQQ. 

i 39. Inventaire des biens de Sieur Jacques Page a Damoide Louise Roussel, le 18 juin 
1742. Greffe de Jacques Pinguet, ANQQ. 

140. Inventaire des biens de Sieur Fmncois Estienne Cugnct, le 28 mût 1742. GrefEe de 
Nicolas Boisseau, ANQQ. 

142. Inventaire de biens de fa Jacques Barbel le 28 mai 1742. Gr&e de F m i s  
Rageoc m. 
143. Inventaire des biens de faie marie anne Hatcur, veuve de Michel S d  6 a d  
1743. Greffe de Hemï Hiché, ANQQ. 

144. Inventaire des biens de Damoiselle marie madelene Gilbert veuve du Sieur Nicolas 
Godin dit La patterie, le 17 août 1743. Gre& de Jacques Pinguet, ANQQ. 

150. Inventaire des biens de feu Sieur &amois de Chalet, le 2 1 novembre 1747. Greffe de 
Claude Barolet, ANQQ. 

15 1 .  Inventaire des biens de fai Monsiair Louis Denis Escuyer Sieur De La ronde et de 
Dame Louise Chartier, le 5 octobre 1746. M e  de Jacques Pinguet, m. 
15 1 A. Inventaire des biens de français Lemaitre Lamorille veuf de olive Peiagie harguiui, le 
1 8 octobre 1 748. Greffe Claude Barolet, ANQQ. 

152. lovemaire des biens de Chules Cottïn dit Du@ et de deSmte Muie Magdeleine 
Rasset, le 8 janvier 1750. Greffe de Antoine François Lanodia, ANQQ. 

153. Inventaire des biens de d e f b t  Siair P d  Lambcrt a de M a r g u d e  W o u ,  le 28 
novembre 1749. Grrge de Ctinstophc-Hilucm Duiaurcnt, ANQQ. 

154. Inventaire des biau de fa, Sieur Jean Roudk dit Xaintonge a de deffhte Mark 
Joseph Presseau, le 25 juillet 1750. de Jan-Clrudc Panet, ANQQ. 

158. Inventaire des biens de Maturin Morier et feu Marie Jeanne Choret, le 19 dt, 1750. 
Gr& de Gilbert Boucault de ûodefts, ANQQ. 



159. Inventaire des biens de defbt  Sieur h a i s  Beaudoin et de damoiselle Marthe 
Marcou, le 5 juillet 1752. Greffe de Claude Barolet, ANQQ. 

163. Inventaire des biens de Jaques Berthiaume et la ddhnte Fmçoise Lacasse, le 3 
août 1 756. Greffe de Claude Barolet, ANQQ. 

164. Inventaire des biens de Marie charlotte Guillemin vaive de Joseph Riverin, le 28 
octobre, 1 756. Greffe de AntoineJean Sdant, ANQQ. 

166. Conventions matrimoniales entre Joseph Ouellet et marie Anne M i d e ,  le 22 
novembre 1 756. Greffe de Christophe-Hiluion Dulwent, ANQQ. 

167. Inventaire des biens de Jean Baptiste Noel veuve de Reine fieland, le 30 mars 1758. 
Greffe de Louis Pichet, ANQQ. 

170. Inventaire a partatge des biens des delfuns Augustin Fradet et Genevieve Leclerc, le 
7 et 1 2 février, 1760. Joseph Jacob, ANQQ. 

1 72. Cargo manifest for prize ship Le Fortuné capturd 15 May 1747. PRO, HCA 
32/112/2. 

1 73. Cargo manifest for prize ship Le Bien Aimé captured 20 March 174%. PRO, HCA 
3 2/O99/2. 

1 74. Cargo manifest for prize ship Le Grrad Umin capturd 22 April 1756. PRO, HCA 
32/195. 

1 75. Cargo manifiest for prize ship Le Beauhamois captured 27 April 1756. PRO, HCA 
32/l69. 

1 76. Cargo -est for prize ship Le Soiillonge captureci 23 April 1 756. PRO, HC A 
3 2/246, 

1 77. Cargo manifest for prize ship Le Stperbe captured 28 March 1 75 7. PRO, HC A 
3 21246 Part 1. 

1 78. Cargo rnanSest for prize ship L4. Nou~efle  Constant captumi 2 1 June 1 757. PRO, 
HCA 3Z225. 



Documents retrîeved but not used: 

1. Partage entre les &ntwr de f a  Louis Hcbert, le 15 septembre 1634. M e  de 
Guillaume Audouart. ANQQ? 

4. Contrat de mariage entre Guiilaume Bigot et Marie Panis, le 19 décembre 1638. M e  
de Jean Guit*. ANQQ? 

6 .  Inventaire des biens de feu Antoine Damiens et de Marie Joly, le 24 octobre 1640. 
Greffe de Martial Piraube, ANQQ? 

10. Inventaire des meubles de fai Louis Legris, le 15 juin 1649. M e  de Laurent 
Bermen, ANQQ.~  

1 1. Inventaire des biens de feu Guillaume Hubou et de Marie Rouet, le 2 1 août 1649. 
G r d e  de Luirent Berman, ANQQ."O 

13. Inventaire des biens de Etiennc Dumais, n.d. 1649. Gr* de Ciaude Lecoustre, 
ANQQ."' 

14. Contrat de mariage de Mathieu Amiot r hhie Minde, le 19 novembre 1650. G r S e  
de Guiliaurne Audouart, ANQQ? 

1 5. Inventaire des biens de feu Jean Jolliet, le 8 mars 1652. Greffe de Claude Auber, 
ANQQ? 



16. Cornrat de mariage de Cuherine Boutet et Charles Philippeaux, le 18 mai 1654. Greffe 
de Guiaume Audout. ANQQ. *' 

1 9. Inventaire des biens de feu Barbe Hemard, et d' Oüivier Le Tardif, le 18 janvier 1659- 
Greffe de Guillaume Audouart, ANQQ? 

20. Contrat de mariage de Genwidve de Chavigny et Charles M o t ,  k 12 avril 1660. 
GreEe de Guillaume Audouart. ANQQ."~ 

2 1 .  Inventaire des effets Laisses par Olivier Letardif a abcl Benoist a La requeste du Sr 
Olivier Letarw le 12 octobre 1660. Greffe de Guillaume Audouart, A N Q Q . ~  

23. Inventaire des biens de fa Louys Gasnier et Marye Michel, le 14 juillet 166 1. Gnne 
de Claude Auber. ANQQmm 

24. Inventaire des meubla de fni louys guimond a Jeanne bitouset, le 14 juilleî 166 1. 
Greffe de Claude Auber, ANQQ?' 

26. Inventaire des biau de fai Jacques Maheu n Anne Convent, le 25 juillet 1663. GrefFe 
de Pierre Duquet. ANQQ.'~ 

29. Inventaire des biens de fai Mathieu Choret et Sebastienne Veillon, le 19 août 1664. 
Greffe de Paul Vachon, ANQQ."' 



3 1 .  Invemtaire des biens de fai Rene Maheu dit Pointdu-Jour a Jeanne Garnier, le 17 
décembre 1664. Gn& de Claude Auber. ANQ.u2 

3 2. Inventaire des biens de fai Jean doyon a de M.rthe Gasgnou, le 3 1 mar 1665. GreEe 
de Claude Auber, ANQQU3 

3 5.  Inventaire des biens meubles et immeubles dehisses par fa jean Tevin, le 27 juillet 
1665. Greffe de Claude Auber, A N Q . ~  

37. Contrat de m a r i e  de Pierre Fiheau et Gillette Savar& k 3 1 janvier 1666. M e  de 
Michel Fion, ANQQus 

38. Contrat de mariage de Anne Tavernier a RobcrtCMes Mounion, le 27 f h e r  
1666. Greffe de Romain Becquet, ANQQ.'" 

42. Contrat de mariage entre Margeauitc himortier dit Deleur et Thimothee Roussei, le 
2 1 novembre 1667. m e  de Gilles Rageot, ANQQ. '" 

43. Contrai de mariage entre Jacques Duinesnil et Margeurite Chobcrt, le 1 1 août 1668. 
Greffe de Romain Becquet, ANQQ? 

53. Testament de Charles Bazire, le 2 1 juillet 1677. Gre& de Romain Becquet, 
ANQQ.'~ 

5 5. Inventaire des biens de fku Pierre Gravelle et de Magdalcne Cloutier, le 4 juillet 1678. 
Claude Auber, ANQQRO 



56. Inventaire des biais de d e f b ~ c î  Louis Couillard, Sieur de Lespinay et de damoiselie 
Geneviefbe Dcspres, le 24 septembre 1678. G d  de Romain Becquet, ANQQ."' 

60. Conîrat de mariage de Noble homme C M e s  Aubert de la Chezmye a de Damoiselle 
Marye Angetique Denys, le 7 août 1680. G n a e  de Pieme Duquet, ANQQ.~ 

62. Testament de Marie Guillemette Hebert veufte de deffit  Le Sieur Guillaume 
Coui i ld le 12 octobre 1683. GrefGe de Gilles Rageat. ANQQmD3 

64. Inventaire des biens de h w i s  B h  et dlsabelie Bermit, le 16 novembre 1 685. G d e  
de Claude Maugue, A N Q M . ~  

65. Inventaire des biens de Toussaint Giroux, de defbcte Marie Godart, le 30 novembre, 
1685. Greffe de P d  Vachon, ANQQ? 

66. inventaire des biens de Sian Jean Costi et de defbtc Anne Couture, le 6 fivrier 
1686. Greffe de MicM F i o ~  ANQQ? 

68. Inventaire des biens des deBuicts N~colas Jendron et Marie Marthe Hebert, le 27 
février 1688. Greffe de Joseph Jacob. A N Q Q . ~  

70. Inventaire des biens de Jacques Bourdon d'Auîray, le 5 mus 1689. Greffe de Gilles 
Rageot, ANQQ." 



7 ! . Articles de mariage de Philippes de Rigaud Chevallier seigneur de Vaudrd a de 
damoiselle Louise Elisabeth de loyôert, le 10 décembre 16W. Ore& de François Genaple, 
ANQQ? 

75. Inventaie des biens de ddiùnct m e n t  Phiiippes Siau de la Fontaine a de Charlotte 
Giguiere, le 22 septembre 1693. GrefEe de Severin Amau, ANQQ. 

77. Inventaire des biens de deauict le Sieur Noel Langlois Sieur Travcfsy et 
D'Honnorable femme Genevidte Parent, le 8 et 9 janvier 1694. Greffe de François 
Genaple. ANQQ 

8 1 .  Inventaire des biens de d e f b c t  Nicolas bouchard et d'amie le Roy, le 7 août 1698. 
Greffe de Charles Rageot. ANQQ? 

82. Testament de Sei- Messire Louis de Buaàe Comte de Palluau et de Frontenac, le 
22 novembre 1698. Greffe de François Genaplc. ANQQ? 

83. Inventaire des biens de d e f b c t  Mathieu Amiot Sieur de Crienaifte a de Marie 
Miville, le 29 juillet 1700. Grrffe de Chuks R.geot. ANQQ?'" 

84. Inventaire des biens de defiùnt Etienne Leveille et de d f f i t e  Elisabah Le Quin, le 22 
juin 1 700. Grr& de François Genaple. A N Q Q . ~  



85. Inventaire des biens de deî3Ùnct Jean Baptistte de P h  veuf de Anne Thirement, le 
23 septembre 1 70 1. Gr&e de Chules Rageof A N Q Q . ~  

89. Inventaire des bims de Jean Gautereau et Marie LeRoy, le 25 juin 170 1. 
Greffe de Charles ANQQ.*" 

90. Inventaire des biens de Noel Le Roy a Ir defïkcte Jeanne Therese Casse, le 18 juillet 
1701. Greffe de Chari- Rageot, ANQQ.- 

9 1. inventaire des biens de fku le Sieur François Guyon et de damoiselle Marie Anne 
Roberge. le 19 janvier 1702. Michel LePailleur. A N Q Q . ~  

98. Inventaire desi biens de d e f h c t  Julien Fortin et de Genevieve Gamache, le 9 juillet 
1704. Greffe de Joseph Jacob, ANQQ.9'0 

99. Inventaire depor appartenants au Siair Chrles Aubert de la Chenaye, le 16 avril 
1 705. Greffe de Louis Chambalon, ANQQ."' 

102. Inventaire de fai Gervaîs Buisson et Marie Boutet, le 4 septembre 1707- Greffe de 
François Gtnaple, ANQQ?'~ 

103. Contrat de mariage de Messire Jean François H u a i r  et Damoiselle Catherine Martin 
Delino. le 4 mars 1708. de Louis Chambalon, ANQQ.~" 



104. Inventaire des biens de feu Francois ~azeur.~'' 

1 08. Inventaire des biens de d u  Louis kgOi et de Jeanne durant, le 24 juillet 1 7 13. 
Greffe de Florent de La Cetière, ANQQ."' 

123. Donation par Muie quantin, veuve de GuiUwme Laberge a Jacques Laberge son fils. 
le 3 1 mars 1 729. M e  de Joseph Jacob, ANQO."' 

1 25. Inventaire des biens de d e h c t  Guillaume tardif et de MarguCnte Godis le 24 
janvier 173 1. O r e  de Joseph Jacob. ANQQ."' 

127. Inventaire des biens de Siair Jean Bureau et dcflCiincte Marie Anne Lachesne, le 4 
avril 1732. Greffe de Jacques Pinguet, ANQQ9" 

130. Contrat de mariage de François-Pierre Rigaud de  Vaudrd et de Damoiselle Louise 
Fleury de la Gorgendiert. le 30 a d  1733. Greffe de Henri Hich& 

13 1. Acte de prrtyle entre Anne Laniaix, vcufve de fa, Charies Beniier, le 16 juin 1734. 
GreEe de François Rageot, ANQQ? 

134. Inventaire des biens de fni Simon Soupiron n de DamoiseBe Marthe Behger, le 
16 octobre 1737. de Jacques Pingwt. ANQQ.*' 



13 5. Inventaire des biens de la succession de François b e t t e  d'Auteuil, le 29 octobre 
1737. Gr& de J a q w s  Barbel ANQQm 

14 1. Inventaire des biens de fai Sieur Claude Legns a de Dame Marie Joseph Manin, le 
1 1 juin 1743. Gr&e de Jacques Pinguet, ANQQ? 

145. hventaire des biens de firançois Lwis Borgia Levasseur et la Dcffiuite helm moreau, 
le 3 septembre. 1744. Grde de Jacques Pinguet, A.NQQsU 

146. Inventaire des biens de feu Pierre Beaupre et Therese Mercier, le 13 fevrier 1744. 
Greffe de Jaques Pinguet, ANQQ? 

147. Testament de Louis Rouer d' Artigny, le 24 juillet 1744. Greffe de Gilbert Bwcadt 
de û ~ d e f t s . ~ ~ ~  

148. Inventaire des biens de feu Estienne Gauvin et de Marie-Jeanne Fizet, le 12 mars 
1745. Greffe de Gilbert Boucault de Oodefbs, ANQQ. 

i 49. Inventaire des biens de Chules Cottin et Therese Angelique W m m y ,  le 18 juillet, 
1746. Greffe de André Geneste, ANQQ." 

155. Inventaire a partage des biens de fai Jean Carier a de Damoiselle Jeanne Sau>m, le 
4 mai 1750. GrefKe de Claude Barolet, ANQQ.~ 

9 ï a e d o a i m c m a n r ~ d . n i l g d ~ i t t a > ~ n d t < o ~ ~ : t c i n r w c r r f ~ i n  
DIAllaire's book on the Ruatc dlAutcuil fiunihr. Mickliat D'Allaiiir, Montée et &clin d'une fmille 
noble: les Ruene d Auteuil. 161 7-1 73 7 (Qudkc: Éditions Hurrubrsc HbW, Limitée, 1980): 24û-2S2. 



156. Inventaire des biens du Sieur Augusbn Bussiere a Dame Muie chariotte LeCompte, 
le 7 juillet 1750. Cne& de André Geaestc. A N Q Q . ~ ~  

157. Inventaire des biens de Michel ~ é g o n ~ ~ '  

160. Inventaire des biens de defint Sieur Noel Bultew et de  Marie Marguerite Debuire, 
le 19 juillet 1752- W e  de JeamClaude panet? 

16 1 . Inventaire des biais de thincois foucauit, le 5 septembre 1 753. M e  de Antoine- 
Jean Saillant. ANQQ-*3 

162. Inventaire des biens du Siau FfMÇOis Boucbard a Marguerite Sirnard, le 1 1 
novembre 1755. Grene d'Antoine Crespin, ANQQ. 

1 65. Inventaire des biens de fai Pierre Gautier et de Margueritte Arcant, le 1 8 octobre 
1756. Gre£fê de Jean-Baptiste Guyart, ANQQ."' 

168. Inventaire des biais de Louis-Joseph, mirquis de Montcalm-Grozon de Saint- 
Véran. 936 

169. inventaire des meubles de René Po~narf: le 24 janvier 1760. M e  de Claude 
Barolet. ANQQ.~~' 





The documentation of masculine and femùiine costume offers a picture of the dress 

of Québec colonists during the period 1635- 1760. To wmplete the picture and brïng al1 

the data together, it is prudent to discuss those garmcnts which 1 refêr to as "gender 

undeterminai." Many costume items Like the ckmise, bar, and solltiers could belong to 

either men or women. In some cases, the documents are not entire1y clear as to whetha 

these belonged to the man or the woman. 

While this segment of findings is not signifiant by itseK it is important to include 

it for the purpose of completmg the reoeuch findings. Table Al lists the g.rmmt items 

that could not be identifid with any cetahty as to being masculine or ferninine garments. 

Table Al 
Gender Undetcrmuied Costume - Numerid Summary 



Tabk Al. continu& 
1 1 1 , I 

) miraines 1.0. J "  1 2  1 
l ; chem~seiro 1 O O i 1 1  O I O  1 0  O 

I f-uu rnnishu(i.pin) O O I l  1 O I o  1 0  O 
, 
I 

1 hubrt 1 O O O O O I o  I i  1 

1 cabochon 1 O O O O O O 1 1  1 
f 
/ ~nfm/ lu ( -p l in )  O O O O O O 1 1 

1635 , O 1 ,1692 109 1 IN 69 lm1 1269 

One garment item not specifically identifid as belonging to a man or a woman is 

the cclgnrchon, found only ono in the primary doaunaits. The capchon is a hood tbt  

attached d e r  the chin and, when not covaing the heaà, was l& to fâli on the back. It 

was used by both sexes? It is auious that none of the wtdoor garmcnts used by men or 

women mentioned the addition of a uqwchon, particularly in the case of the wf. 

93 
?.SIOU. Dictionnaire iir costymc. S.". ''capichan." 



Ap-3 
Costume Refercnces in Notarial Entries 

The chans in this appcndix were developed in order to M i t e  the organization 

of the idonnation found in the archiva1 documents. The resulting charts allowed for a 

clearer overview of costune items and the deuils necewq for an analysis of clothing and 

textiles. 

The d d s  withh the charts are show11 as thy were f o d  in the documents. 

Thus, thae are diffêrcut rpeliings d incortect speliings as we kmw t h  today. 

Moreover, it was not dways possible to follow the exact order in which the words were 

found due to tk diffkrence in placement of adjectives b e e n  Frencb d Engiïsh and the 

format of the c h .  The tcmis bave, however, ban f w  recordai as found. 
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9( '~iam&~rmaniD*.ofSnlN&~racy,  hnumm~&d~<~llim 
Roy md OCird hfrkhclosw, IA R4gfnwnr & C*ng~n (Mmdd: O aifhum, 1925). HO 
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Table A3 
Garniture and Neckwear Accessories - Masculine 
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Table A6, con!inued 
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Table A l  1 
Outdoor Wear - Masculine 
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Tablc Al.1, connnued 
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GLOSSARY OF TEXTILES 

The foUowing glossary lists the textiles and textile t m  refermced in the prirnvy 

documents reiated to Québec."" In the textile glossary, a definition is given h, then 

instances of the textile as they appeared as arnwrge, followed by use of the textile in 

garments. If the d e r  has the vague impression that there is repetition it is because many 

of the same manufkawhg locales appear with diffhnt textiles. 

AMBOISE 

Amboise r e f b  to a region near Tours. In the eighteenth-century, they fabncated 

Amboise textiles for tbe bourgeois who came to Tours to purcbase them. The fibre 

content is not explaineci. lZ1' A singie eatry for Amboise was in 1 742 in the inventory of 

François Cugnet w h m  a total of seventy-six mutes were recordeci.'*" No gaments were 

entered showing the use of Amboise. 

Bmlv (BAZIN) 

Barin had a long history of use in France, fkom its begllinuig in 1580 when it was 

est created in Lyon through to the nineteenth-. In the seventeenth-century, when 
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the first Québec referace appepn, the Wric was made of cotton, sometimes with a undi 

amount of fiax added.'2'g It became very pop& in the eighteenth-~entiuy with a flox 

waq, cotton weft. Sometimes the fabric was woven with alternating stripes, but was also 

plain, embroidend, or ~ o r d e d . ' ~  

There was little W n  brought to Québec in uumge, for only two inventories have 

the textile entered, both in the iast decade of the seventeenth-century.'*' However. a 

number of entries for garmcm items for both men and women were found. la 1666, there 

were references to carnisoies, chemisettes, and chcrussorts made of &asin; in 1676 tbe 

fabric was used in a justc~ucorps. in 17 18, a camisole and jupon were found made of 

basin; ten yean laîer, both corset and jupn used W n .  And as laie as 1 756, a mantelet 

made of b n  was recordecl. lm 

B A ~ S T E  (BAP~SI;E) 

in Québec documents, this textiie was found written as batiste or baptiste and as 

toile uk batiste. Batiste was a very fine, white i k n  which, accordhg to legend, was 

invented by the tbirteenth-century weaver Jean Baptiste who produced dekate, 

'*'9FhX is  fbf fibre from which tbe tudile l k n  ir miuk. Kw Wilson, A Hidory of Tas~les  
(Boulder, CO: Westview Press, Inc., 19791, 10-12. 
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transparent liaen f&ricdm More ükely the term batiste is derived fiom the Remish word 

"batiche", a wne thai refemed to fine M c  of flax, hanp. and even sik?' 

There were three types of batistes, tbose ihat wcre very lighî, others less iight, and 

very strong batistes called batistes & HoIConde. Batistes were used for fàbricatingfichrrs, 

mouchoirs ak col, and coifles. lzu 

Batiste saw wide use in Qébec in both the seventeenth and eighteenth-cemuries; 

documents show it as ~~e from 1695 to 1737.'~ Use of bcrfiste was f o d  in entries 

for cols, mmckttes, mouchoirs de c d  a d  rnw~hoirs?~ 

BEUES.CIIRES 

No definition of tbis textile could be found. While the textile belles mires did not 

appear as a yard gooQ it was mentioacd in 1756 as the fabnc used in m4ntele~s.'~ 

& ~ C ~ U R T  

BIicourt was a type of wool serge made in nvrow widthg used prùnariiy for 

Linings in clothiag and upholstexy.'* In Québec documents. there was a singie inventory 



524 

hq blicourt, in 1756, where the yard goods were describtd in one entry as " b i i c ~  

ecarlute" and in the second entry as "biiçouri ecarlare. wl23û 

BORD 

Bord were ganushment, simiias to mbmrF and galons thaî were used to deçorate 

the exîremities of chrlpeaux, jupes, and thc seams of habifr. They were made in different 

widths and of different materials like go14 and flax. At Amiens, three kinds of bords 

were made: one wiîh a warp conta- twenty-seven yarns d e d  petit, a second with 

thuty-three yanis, rad a third with thirty-six yarns, the latter named &rd d &nteiIe.lU1 

Two entries for bord sâow that one in 1671 was apetit bord m d e  of crimson 

velours, the second a gold bord for a c h p e a ~ . ' ~ *  S e v d  references were found for 

garments that had borders of some sort; they were listed as bord à Prgent and bordé 

or. lu3 They m y  have used bord but there is no way to k censin of this. These entries 

aside, there was one distinct rderence to bord in 1724 one chrqwuu had a bord of siiver, 

another sported a white bord? 
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BO L'GMV 

Bougrm> was hown sirice the thineenth-century as a very sofi sort of rnoweiit~, 

very precious, and v e q  expaisive. in the fowteenth-century it was a iinen fàbric, used for 

fùmishings and the standards used by ariaocraîs. From the seventeenth to ninaeenth- 

centuries, it was a coarse, strong textiie, made of hanp or of Cotton dyed in various 

colors. IUS 

In Québec documents there were ody two references to bougran, in 17 17 and 

1737, both for very smoll mounts of tiibridu6 Bougran was not found as a tadile used 

for dothmg. 

BOCIWCAN (MCAN, ROUR?QC/'AN) 

This fabric, like many other textiles, saw a fibre content change over the centuries. 

In the sixteenth-century bouraan was made of siik as weU as wool. In the seventeenth- 

century it was known as a coarse cameiot or a Ezbnc wovai fiom goaf's hair. During the 

eighteenth-century it was recognizad as a tight W e ,  dyed by yarn or piece in blsJ; r d ,  



blue, or brown. lx' B o w 4 ~ 4 1 t ~  were mentioned in the g d  d e s  of 1669 and the writ of 

167 1 both which deterrniaed the length that bowocan could k woven. 

An aiteniate description sees bourawn as a closely woven, heavy, warp-ribbed 

fàbric that used hard twist worsted yams for the warp and three or six-ply bard twist 

worsted for the wefk.lB9 It has aiso been aiggcaai that h r 4 ~ 4 n  was usecl for greatcoats 

and raùlc~ats.'~@ BWC~CCPL~F were kmwn to be wed to d c e  munt-, surtouts, and 

other simiiar outemear garments f iequdy worn in the raidu1 There was one surtour 

only mentioned in Quéôec documents but it was not made of bou14~4n; the one manteau 

that used this texiile appeared in a 166 1 inventory. 1242 

Bour~can was entered three times in one document as oumge where the color 

Bey was noted t w i ~ e . ' ~ ~ ~  Anothr entry fiom the rune document showed the fPbric to be 

1 U 7 ~ k d y u i o f t h e e i ~ a n n a v ~ k t w ~ t b c d i a a c i u s b s d a o f d ~  
blue. Blues were kaown as blue white, nascent blue, pale blur, iàht bhic, cclcdial blw, queen blue, da.& 
turquoise blw, king's blue. Pasian bluc, blackhh Mue, iron blw, anâ artifjd blue. Weigen, Textiles en 
Europe, 154. 

The identifidon of rai is evtm more complcx- Tbere was the scarlct of France, crimson reb 
madder teQ halfcrimson reû, and tk çcatlet of nrhinnil. Tk muge de Bntsîl, considered a fidce dye, 
was forbidden to the dym of le bon teint. Within of îksc colors, t&rr were even fiirtber nuances. 
Dinerem crimsons were hiown to be the oolor of the apple tlibc floww, flcsh, pea& y i ~ e  no-, pi& rosy 
pi& and scarid pink. Scartct had paiiiailar colors of cherry, and the color offire. Wei- Tmiles en 
Europe, 164. 
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ydow and white, ntither &or being documenteci by texîiie historians as behg cornmonly 

used. 

B O ~ ~ A . ~ ~ / B O U R D A U ~ U E  

nie mssaiiine noun bow&afm refis to the gros-grain nbbon used to decorate 

hats, a nbbon that was finished off with a buckle or flat hot .  The f e u e  noun 

buur&Ioue refers to a M c  cummon to the seventeenth-cent~ry.~~~~ The fabric is 

described as a figured linen with geometrid designs tht may have hd a dtrmssL weave 

with a srnail dobby pattern.12& 

Bou~dallou wu meationed once in 1756, the enay aoting it waspovr 

even though the opelline w u  for the f d  tcrctile bo~ctr~olre.'~'~ l?out&IIme pppeared 

once in Québec documents, ia 171 8, when coffes were shown to be made of the tadile. 

The speiiïng used wu for tbe masmhe boMdol~."~ 

'Ubloir, Dictionriain du costume, S.V. "baurdalau." 



Bourg has been d e s u i l  simply as a WC of wool ad kiL4' In her study of 

Louisbourg during the years 1720-1 745, La Grenade i d d e d  buwg as a Cotton Wric 

used for coastnictiog the robe. lm In Québec, baqg was f o d  in three entries in one 

document in 1724, two of the entries Listed as bowg satiné and valueci at three livres per 

aune. '25' 

Two cosnime items show use of this textile: in 1723 a manteau was made of 

bourg, whüe in 1728 a ro&e de chambre was made of bourg. Thus, thae is one Wnc 

indoor g m t  only wom in the b01ne.l~~' 

Bourg de MmseiIk. Marseille was the port which received cottons from 

Levant. lU3 The W e  enûy for bourg de Mmsei/ïe in 17 17 was priced at six livres per 

aune. Although seven years separate the entries for bourg a d  bovrg & MuseiïIe it is 

interesting to note the bovg de Mc~seiiie was ouice the value of the boug. 
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BIlocm(BR0CARDJ 

Brocart was ori@dly a term reserved for fàbncs entirely made of gola later it 

referred to those where silL was rnixed with gold or silver. Eventuaiiy the name brucan 

referred to aii  M c  of pure siîk, grusde-Tburs, and satin. Evem taffêta, ifit had raised 

flowers or figures was m e d  brmwt.lm 

in Québec doaunents, ~ Y O M I  appears in 1694 anci 1695; three of the four entries 

show brocart sold by the am, one enay sold by the l i ~ e . ' ~ ~  As for garments d e  6om 

brocmi, only one document showed evidcnce to support its use. A pre-nuptial agreement 

in 1679 shows Geneviève Macart owned three jupes, one jupon, three pair of manches, 

and a robe & chombre ail made of b r ~  wMe her intended owned a veste of 

brocm1.'2s 

In the beginning brucateiIe was a sort of brocprt with small designs which became 

a darnask fabric mixed with silL, ma04 fiax or wool and may or may not have contained 

silver. In the eighteenth-century it was a t d e  of iittle vdue. '*" 
The place of manufacture oftcn characterized the textile. At Rouen, brmzteiik was 

made with a flax wefi and wool warp; at LiUe it was al1 flax. At lesser known textile 
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centres like Menin and Commines, broc4telle was made of fiax and wool with squares or 

flowers. 

One envy in 1695 wss fouad for b m e I I e .  It gave no information as to the 

source of the texîiie, but i n d i d  the bra~aleI& was made of oillr? No v e n t s  were 

show to be made fiom this terdile. 

BURE 

Bure was a celebrated textile thu originated in the! fourteenth-camiry. It ofkn 

served as a metophor for poor people and was tkbricated tbroughout France.'= A second 

description sees bure as a very couse wooien fàbric, made on a two-sbunle ioom. It had a 

long pile and sold at a very low price. Most of the bures were madactured at Dreux and 

Thiviibillien in the N o d e  r e g i ~ n . ' ~ ~  FinJLy, Tortora and Merkel refa to bure as a 

coarse, plain wuve WC woven with a Cotton or hanp warp d wool w & . ' * ~  

No inventories showed bwe as a yard good. Champlain is known to have owned a 

pair of hau~sd-c-s made fiom &q~ & hre; t w ~  other gentlemen in the 1670's 
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owned j u s ~ c o r p s  and hts&-chrrurses made madeom this f'aûri~.'*~ Since one of îhe 

ensembles was also grey it is possible this was the primary color used in dyeing bure. 

Bure de SaintJean. This par t iah  bure was likely woven at Saint-Jean-d'Angély 

in the Charente-Maritime region as this centre was known to produce a bure with a hemp 

warp.lW There were only two entries in Québec documents for bure as cauiqge, one of 

them in 166 1 for a bure de SI Jem. The other enûy, in 167 1, identifid the fobrc as 

grey . '266 NO gments were made from bure de SbinfJean. 

CADIS 

This textile is nawd for the Spanish t o m  of C u  its port of exportation. It was 

a serge made of wool, often in black or white, and was very inexpensive to pwchase. The 

width of c d s  was regulated in 1669 at 0.48 m, 0.55 m, anci 0.60 a l m  W s  was not 

vdued as a textile for Parisien clothuig. Cds, wbile identined as a serge was never 

d e n  serge & Ccldis in the Québec documents. 

Cadis appeared fiom 1695 through to 172 1 .  In 1695 the price was low, vaiued at 

twenty to thirty soLE per aune.'" in the eighteenth-centuy, however, the pncp pêr uune 
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was four to six livres, one entry as high as ten livres per u ~ n e . ' ~  Grien was mentioned as 

the color three times, red .ad white once e a ~ h . ' ~  Cimy white Plso appeared as a color for 

cadiS, 1271 

in Québec, Cods was used for both gannents and as a linmg, though not together. 

It appeared in 1693 as a Lining forju.s&uwps and culottes, and in 1760 as a linmg for a 

veste.'2R Otber uses for U s  in mpruluic clothiag included culoues, kb i t ,  and sartout. 

The ocnipatioas that could be identined for those owniag such &arments included two 

merchants, a nPgoçimr, and a dvcmaker, ail gentlemen of the upper nrsaim. Thus, it 

would seem that even those who could afTord the most expensive ciothing chose some 

gaments made fiom les costly tedes. 

Cads d'Avignon. No definition could be found for this tanile. As a yard good, 

cadis d'Avignon appears once, in 1724 when merchand Richard had thirty-three aunes 

inventoried in his &op. It was valued at four hwes per muie. 

CAEN 

The region of Caen bcnefitted from the woolen indunry under Louis XiV (1643- 

17 15) beginnhg early in the eighteenth-century then deciraing around the middle of the 
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cenairy. Permission was givm to weave wool in very long piecedm Weigert believes the 

fàbric was made of pure fk or entirely of hemp, and that an ernbroidery was used as weîl 

on the t d c  '''' Oien appeared in Québec doauncats in 1742, when twenty-two anes 

of green Cuen w a e  entercd in the inveritory of royai n o m  Jacques Barûel?" No 

garments were found made of Caen. 

CA%IA~'DE(CALAM~LYDE, C A L U W R E )  

Both known and reguiated for a long period of tirne, wlI)1LDllje was a very popular 

woolen textile with an infinite nurnber of uses. It was manufàcn~ed in white, and may 

have been plain or with flowers, dyed in the piece, or striped. It was very much in vogue in 

the eighteenth-century in France. 

Cuima?aàè was made in Fianders and Lue  Erom ordinary wool, and in Roubaix 

fiom a very beautifid wool that when woven appeared lustrous on one side iike satin. The 

~ I l l d Q P l C t e  msde in H o k d  was of supaior quality.In6 Ldoir sddr thpt d d  was used 

for indoor dothmg. ' 
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lfuimancte was considered to be vay much in vogue in tht eighteentb-century in 

France, this was not paniahuly truc of Qu& for it qpearaf as awvge in only six 

inventories fkom 1 7 19 to 1742. l m  Nor was wku& UICd atensively in rdy-made 

garments: one jvpon in 1724, amther in 1750 and a mrsailinc robe de chombre in 1732 

were the only dothing pieces f o d  to k mde of this tanile.'* 

Cafmamk de Lillo. This type of azhwmk wrc mdc fiom o r d m  wool. l m  En 

route to Québec in 1759, Le Superbe Camed a baile of cuimQCki made in Lille when she 

was captureci by the Engljsâ.lm' No garmen& were found made of ahun& de Lille. 

C'&BRAI 

The textile Chbrai had two sources: Cairo, Egypt or the city of Cambrai in 

Arras. Since terailes fiom Chula and India were known during this paiod it is not 

impossible that Egyptian textiles aiso made their way to France. Regardless of source, 

Hardouin-Fugier et pl. desxibe the fiabric as being Weigert sdds thaî it was not 

only fine, but white, and made nom fk He points out tbat a r o d  1750 cambrais were 



535 

no longer made in the Cambrai a r a  but tiom a m a i l  viliage in Picardie. From this time on 

they were llso hown as picardies. la3 

In Québec documents, Cambrai as a yard good was found in two inventories in 

1724. None of the documents showed use of the tenns wmbroi or picarde with 

garments. 

CAC~ELOT 

Camelot onginated in what is now referred to as the mid-East, Kurdistan bting 

one of the manufacniriag locations. In Amienia it was a serge made îrom the hair of 

camels and goats, later becoming mixed with SUC. In China and oriental Asia it was woven 

white. 

European camelot began in the thirteenth-century as a woolen or mixed fabric and 

came fkom o variety of lodes. in the eighteenth-cen~ury came/ot was mode of wool or of 

goat hair and was dyed in the yam. In France, it was d e  at Amiens, Arras, and 

Bruxelles. A warser and inferior camelot was prduced at Auverge.'*" In times o f  peace, 

camelot was imported fiom H o W  and Engiand; those were used according to theu 

qualities and varieties, some of them finding their way into masculine and ferninine 

costume. Iza6 
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in Québec, uzmefof was found as m e  fiom 1671 through to 1756 in red, blue, 

and brown as weii as being striped.lm Its use in munilioe and ferniniDe gimieiits was 

widespread: fiom d e r  garments liLe the -1, caps, and culotte, to larger garments 

such as cqxs,  habï~s, masculine and femiiiine manteaux, jupes, and robes de chambre. 

The value of the qpes is particuiariy notable as tbcy range from six livres in 1723 to 

Meen /Mes  in 1750. Was îhis a W o n  of a fluctuotiag Iiwe or was the clifference in 

values subject to the availability and quality of the camelot? 

Camelot mgloise. No d a t i o n  for this tanile could be found. Ar a yard gooQ 

cmeiot anglaise was found once, in 17 19, where it wu identifid as one tier in width and 

vaiued at two livres per aune.lU' N o  gaments were found made of this textile. 

Camelot & Bri4ceflee. Made of wool or goat hair, txzmelot was made at Neuville- 

l'Archevêque, dit de Bruxelles. A number of coarse and iderior varieties were woven at 

this There is one reference to this texde as a yard good: in 1724 three pieces 

were listed. Camelot & Bnrwlles was used for a habit in 17 17 and for a ccanail in 1 756 

where it was identifid as r n a r ~ o n . ' ~ ~ ~  

Cameiot d'HoICorrrte. No definition for this textile could be found. Canreiot 

d'tlollmde appears in documents in 167 1 and 1688. Both tinies it was show to be black 
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and one of the entries specined it was to make a jupe.'"' This d e  was found in items 

that lead us to beiieve iî was a heavy Wric: b r d b o w g ,  ape, and jupe. Both the q p  

and j u p  identifid the wlor as b l a ~ k . ' ~ ~ ~  

Camelot indielute. No d e t i o a  for tbis t d e  could be found, In 1724, this fàôric 

was shown in seporote entries, both times indiEIlting the tenile was in hslf4~nes.'~~ It is 

difiicult to imagine the use a colonist would have for a halfmuie of this textile. The 

adjective i r tdiem suggests it may have been a iighter fabric; if this was the case. it rnay be 

used for a number of items iocluding rn~~chozr & col orfich. No garments were founci 

made of this textile 

CwsÉ (CciRISEilLr) 

Most often written as or cari& in Québec documents, this was a woolm 

fabric that has been useâ rince the -. Beghnhg in the eighteenth-centuy, 

cmisé was a twiiied sergé <ti 2 d e d  cariset, îhaî was made in England and S c ~ t l a n d . ' ~  

Leloir notes thaî the textile was also made in I;lander~.'~~~ 
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In Québec, -sé enjoyed reia~ively wide use as a yard good from 167 1 to 1756. 

Colors shown were browq blue, white, pey, Md blisk.'= One entry shows the wisé 

identifid by a -$er: ''me piece Carisé No. 23 c m .  vingt deur aunes un 

Carisé was mainly useci for undergarments and for lining, although there were notations 

for two jupes and two jiqnwrî that used MISO. Other entries were in connection with a 

chemisetîe, çamzsole, and corset. As a lining it was used for b o t ,  wrset and rleeves.'" 

C'misé (ie Langue&. No definition for this textile could be found. Ody one 

notation maka note of texide origin: in 1695, one merchant owned twenty-five aunes of 

white carisé de Languedoc .lm No gaments were found to k made of this textile. 

C N - R  

Cmor had two meanings duririg the French régime: it couid refer to a textile or it 

could refer to the beaver. Notarial entries indicate both to be present. As a textile, castor 

was a kind of &qp orjheffe of lower quality made in a suburb of Paris. The manufocnirr 

in Paris was estabLished in 1699 using baver hsir and Ségovie wool. But the experieace 

showed the combinition to be a bad one and tbe weaving soon ~ersed.'~ 
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There were no yard goods of m u r  found in the Québec documents. References 

to the textile were limitcd to its use in bus, masailuie d feminuie gioves, and a robe.'"' 

Al1 entries were fiom documents dated 1710, 1728, 1726, and 17S6.'m2 The later dates are 

particulariy curious: if the weaving of m o r  hod a short Me some of these clothing items 

rnay have been made fiom beaver rather than £tom the textile. T b  would, however, 

appear unhkely to be the case with the seven dozen pair of @oves mted in the 1756 

inventory . '" 

C ~ E  DE DESSUS 

No definition for this tatile could be found. The term chenu m a o s  bright or 

lustrous and was sometimes appîied to chngeabie Ylk or two-tone cotton fàbrics. lm The 

word &sus mcMs "ovd' or "on top of" Thus the fabric may have k e n  used in some 

way over another garment. 

c~Eik7UE 

Si& to ribbon, c k i l l e  was woven of siik and used for embroidery on m e s  

and robes.'lM As a yard good, it appeared in one inventory in 1756 in three enûies; two of 

1 " 1 ~  1, #la, #120,#122. #la. 

1, #106,#120. #122, #LM. 

1 " 3 ~  1. Y 164. 

1 v u t o m  iid Mu&& Dicci- oJTexti1e.s. LV. udu_ru.n 

'%hkmt u dA*mbq ~ l o ~ d r c  on dictiannclire, rv. uckdk." 
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the three enîries indicaîed it to be bkk. lm None of the clothing entries showed it to be 

used as a garniture. 

CHI~VOISE 

No definition for this textile codd be found. Chinoise was king sent to Québec in 

175 7 aboard La NouvefIe Com&mt when she was captureci by the Eaglish. One of the 

pieces was identifid as crimsOn1lo7 

Corn 

Coi@ was the name given at Hamburg to coutil deshed for exportation.1Y* The 

spelling variants of the word in the four entries for the t d e  included cuetty, cous@, 

c o q ,  md c d ~ ~ ? ~  Dici the no- intend the word CO@ or were those speilings an 

aberration of the taaile coutit? No ganneats were found to be made from this fabric. 

CORDIUT 

Comparable to bure of the sevenîeenth-century, coràïlrir was a coarse fPbric 

produced in Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphine, bccoming a sofier texùle in the 
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eighteenth-cenwiy. It sold at a low price, thus king appreciated by people of iittie 

means. '"O 

CoràïIlar may have also been sim;iar to &uascon as the one entry for the fabric in 

1742 shows uncertainty: "vingt quatre muces Cordilot rnu tararcm."l3" No gannents 

were fowd made of cordillat. 

CORDO~V/COADONNET (CORDONE~E) 

Cordokt was a braided trimming that could be round or flat and was used on 

rnasniline hatd3'' The C O T ~  found in a Québec document was in 1671 where it was 

described as silver. Two 0 t h  documents menttioned C ~ ~ ~ Q I U C  that bore corabti, one 

classed as new, the other specificaily of silver."13 

Corablutet (cor&nette). This was the diminutive term for corctot~, a textile 

generally made of -se k e n  or twisted ~ i lk . '~"  It WEely hd a similm use to that of 

cordort. Two inventories listed corthet, one for Noe ounes, the other for one p i e ~ e . ' ~ "  

No item of clothing were fouad where cordonet was used. 
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COTUA' 

The firn cargoes of coran Pmved in France at the start of the reign of Louis XIV 

(1 643- 1 7 13). Spinning and weaving trades soon developed as did a fondaess for cottons 

fiom N'mes, Avignon, and Mureille. The bourgeois gdanan fiequentiy dressed himseif 

with printed cotton. A ban in 1686 prohibitcd the importation of foreign dyed nrbrics, and 

of malriag them in France, an edict that muked the begiming of a prohibition that lacted 

for a b u t  , 
References to coton as a yard good are fcw. Two inventories in 1724 showed four 

entries thaî revealed a taste for nriped coton, one specified as blue and white. Another 

document, dated 1740, i n d i d  the c m  wouid serve as a Iining."" 

In gannents, howeva, the story is quite diffkrent. Documents showed that for a 

span of Nnety years, fiom 1666 to 1756, clotbing made fiom Cotton included d items 

Wre the bonnet de nuil, co~ffes~fichics~ and mouchoirs as well as iarger garments iike the 

jupon, tablier, and u d k t  anâ for bings for the robe de chambre, and man~eiet-l~" If 

the importation of cotton was braned, and ifit was not bang produced in France, the 

question aises as to how the textile found its way into garments in Québec. 
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Coron des In&s. No definition for tbis textile could be found. References to coto~ 

des Indes appeared in 1756 as a yard goods when a substantiai seventy-six ames were 

reçordeû. l 3 I 9  In costume, cofm &s h&s was found as the textile used for a mmiteler. ''20 

C O ~ ~ L ( C O L T I S )  

In the eighteentb-century, c~uril was a carse fàbric made of flax or hemp. In 

addition to being corn  it was sLpo very strong and tighly woven. The regulation of 1693 

prescribed the use of a yarn of Normandie origh, fiom which the textiie received its name. 

This would eventuaily h m e  the saiped nrbric associateci with mattress c o v e d 2 '  

The textiie coutil was found in Québec fiom 1695 to 1 742 primrrily as a ~ q e . ' ~ ~  

The only references to gannents made fiom coutiI were for a qput and culottes in 

1703. 13= 

Coutil & Rouen. No definition for this textile could be found. Coutil & Rouera 

was mentioned twice as a yard gooQ some fifty yesrs spM. in 1695 and 1 756.IB2' No 

garments were f o d  to be made fiom this textile. 

'31g~ppodix 1. W164. 

1 3 2 0 ~ d i x  1, Y166 

1321 HarQuin-Fugier et al., les b f l e s .  S.V. 

' 3 " ~  1, Mû, W93, # I l  lA, W 1  l6B, 1120. 

1 3 U ~  1. #3. 

1 3 * ' ~  1. XBO, Y 164. 



Cr&lle was a very cl-, îine gnuse used to make femiollie C O @ ~ S . ~ ~ ~  Leloir 

refers to crtqau&Ue as a Vary soft PU< crêpe used during the reigns of Louis XUI and 

Louis XIV.1326 There was a single entry for cra$wu&l& as a textile: in 1695 one 

rnerchant owned twentyone and one-half~unes.'~~ No items were found to be made of 

this textile. 

Crépon is fiom the family of crêpes and in the eighteenth-century was h o w n  as 

étoffe & soie mi&. lS2. During this pexioâ, a crépon of wool a d  silk that haâ a twisted 

wefl was aiso being made in Two doauaents showcd crépm in Québec. one 

in 17 19, the other in 1 732 where their p r i a  ranged from thirty-five soLF to forty-five soLr 

per aune, not expensive compareci to other fhbrics made of ~ i l k . ' ~ ~  One 1728 document 

showed a robe to be d e  fiom 

I3%oie cuire dus to a pnrcor w k ~  tk siik was boiiai u> irmove tbc m i n  to ficilitate cbc 
spinning and winding proccsscs. Thc f ibm d i c d  soie cuite wae tht finest of all süks and wcrr uscd oaly 
in the richest -CS like vclwr, sa= taffaa, dama&, and brocde. Weigerî, Textiles en Europe, 166. 
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Crépon d9Ang&teme. This was essaalllly a brown textile for tbe warp had one 

svand of yam twist woroted, uiislly a dark brown lad r c v d  oilL stM& of a ligùîer 

shade. The w& was a duk-colored two-piy d k  yard, d y  b r 0 ~ n . l ~ ~ ~  

cR&Eî L/- 

Créseau was a woolen hbric, much iike a serge. It was made primarüy in Kent, 

EngIand and in Scotland for errportation to France and the colonies. On the continent, 

some crésem was woven in France and in H ~ U a a d . ' ~ ~ ~  Creseuu has also ken described as 

a twiiieà, woolen fPbrc with a nap on both si de^.'^^ 

Ln Quebec, créseuu was noted twice as aunage, both references in the seventeenth- 

century, both notations udicating the color white.133s Tbree garments were found to k 

made fiom créseuu, two white ckmiset~es in 1639 and a blue c q p t  in 1 677.13x 

DAu4s 

D m ~ s  was an degant fbbric, woven tone-on-tone resuithg in one satiny side, the 

other in sofi relief?337 Introduced to France in the fiffeenth-centuty, & &inas was d e  
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at Tours and Lyon. In the eightee&-ccntury, fàbridon expandeci to other centres where 

domaF was woven in cotton; Lyon and Tours continued to be the centres for weaving rilL 

damas. 13= 

None of the manufàcturers made riiaas the same. The d k  they used for warp and 

w& differed, in both quunity and q d t y  unîii the reguhons of 1737. These regdations 

specified aî least nhety porrées for the warp, each portée with eighty yan~s."~~ In spite of 

the weaving skiils of French workers, and the fibres usai, foreign &mas were vaiued 

more than those woven in France, perhips leos for the ciifkencc in quaiity and beauty of 

their fabric than for the ordinary ciifference of choosing things which came fiom 

elsewhere. 'MO 

La Grenade noted that tbis fibric was resemed for spesial occasions iike a 

marriage; it wss not part of the daiiy w~drobe.'~' One document o d y  sbowed & m s  as a 

yard g d ,  tbat one in 1728.'~' In 1757, when the ship h Notlyeikk Conrirmt w u  

captured en route to Québec she had on board twenty-one muies of &mm witb a white 

background, and four additional ornes in white? 
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In 1740, the invenîory of MaddMe Robcrge, wifé of wdthy merchant Charies 

Perthuis revealed four rabes of *.IY But Roberge slso owned twoiupom msde of 

the same fabric. Moreover, there are several other entries for the jupon where the textile is 

identifiecl as &mas: in 1 7 18, 1 724, and 1 728.1YS It was aiso shom to be used in several 

ensemôles, tbat is, the three-piece mmfeau, jupe, and jupon combination or two-piece 

manteau andjupe where some were &mas were flowered and came in colors of yeilow 

and white.'% Three documents m d o n e d  rbnnar being used in the robe de c h b r e ,  a 

garment reserved for iadoor wear: one was red, a second one lined with taSeta, and the 

third of plain chmus. lY7 Furthemore, th- were mantelets describeci as king made of 

ctamas. '- 
Finally, the use of white clamrrs is mentioned in co~ection with a &shabillé, the 

indoor garnient thaî no womon of the period woukl wear outside the Thus, the 

notion that &mas was used for special occasions rather than everyday Wear does not 

appear to be the case in Québec. 

D a n a  &s Indes. The &muas &s I&s came in al1 colors; they were considered to 

be better than the French &mas because tbcy retained their beiuity Jter degreasing while 

1 Y 9 ~ l , # 1 1 6 8 . ~ ~ c h i c b e k a g c ~ w ~ h k s m r m m n ~ n g ~ v r  
them "the of bcing in a drlahabillt . . . without a@cx&'s parc&hg b" Benson, Tlre America 
0/1750, vol. 1,417. 
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the French &naas los its cdor. Dumas des I d s  Plso took dye ~ e l l . ' ~ ~  No mmrrge was 

found in the documents but one womsn owaed two robes made of &mas &s 1 . s  in 

1 740. lJS1 

Damas & TWS. fhis partiail9r &mu wrr considerd very precious, and was 

oniy woven of silL No yard goods wae  fourd in the documcllts. A single entxy for a 

jupon in 1728 indicated it was msde of dmMF & Taus.13n 

DA UPHNE 

In spite of a name that implies elegance, seventeenth-century h p h i n e  \vas rather 

ordinary, a type of &oguet made of w w l  or mottied by a mixture of wools. In the 

eighteenth-century, hiphine enjoyed a reversal that saw it bcing manufacturexi in Ytk for 

court robes and ceremonies. Lyon was the primary city for a m d k t u e  of thphine at 

this time.13s3 

The m e  tefierence to @hine as a yard g d  h 1695 where it was vdued at 

f B y  soLr per uune. The year 1695 suggests that it was likely one of the wool varieties. 

Dauphine was used for onty two garments in Québec, the fht for a jype in 1706. the 
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second for a summer b b i t  in 1 7 1 8. "Y The latter, spccifyug "aunma" suggests tbae may 

have been different weights of d q h i m  suited to ditraent seasons. 

DE'+- 

Dentelle, or lace, is beiiwed to bave had its birth as needle Lace in Venice at the 

end of the Meenth-century. There are drawings of lace mffk wtrich were worn during the 

reign of Henri II and which persisted under îhe reign of Henri N. 

Under Louis XIII, lace ruEs and collerettes for women were fivored as were 

rnancheites for both men and women Sucb 1uxury resulte4 in sumptuary laws in 1629. 

However, the edicts and prohibitions had Iittle &kt, and people of the coun continued to 

embeUsh their clothes a d  costumes witb mameIous Laces. 

When Louis XIV began his reign, he understood the value of creating a lace 

industry. As a r d t ,  lace took on rapid production devdopmcnt. Laandcers were 

brought fiom Fianders for the worksbops in France. These soon prospaed r d t i n g  in 

different regions creating diffaent hces: Argentan, Alençon, MPliaeg Chantilly, 

Valenciennes, etc. Lace was used in prof ion in ferninine and masculiae cosaime, 

particularly during the reign of Louis XIV rnd was found everywhere fiornfich, 

h n n e t ~ ,  .ad d î î e s  or engwemtes to 00Uarq umms, a d  jczbo~s.'~~~ 

Dentelles were mide in s e v d  ways, a d  of diffkrent quaiitics, with large flowers, 

srnail flowers, coarse and cornmon, of ail sorts of gold and dver thread were used, some 
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dentelles were made of silk in dinerent colors, others of the whitest Linen. The finest, and 

most beautitiil of aii Laces were fkom ~alen~ennes . '~" 

in Québec, lace was found in inventories âom 167 1 to 1724 with values as little as 

eight soLF per uune to five livres per There is littie doubt tht the f ~ o n  of ushg 

lace as an embeiiishmem was as popuhr in Québec as in France; the entries where lace 

was used as gamishment for garments are too great to enUmerate;. 

DOREAS 

Doreas was a bluish-white sort of mousseIine or Cotton fàbric that could be coarse 

or fine, with squares or flowers, .ad wno impoired nom Bengal.')= The o d y  mention of 

doreas was in 1757 w h a  tbe capturai ship iu NimwIIe Constant was b ~ g i n g  Sixteen 

aunes to Q u é ù e ~ . " ~ ~  This might have been the introduction of the t d e  to New France. 

DOURGNE 

No d a t i o n  for this t d e  codd be f o d .  Dowgne was found a yard good 

almost exclusively in the eighteenth-century, one inventory in 1695 being the exception. 

1357~ppcndut 1, Y45, M, W47, Y72, U79, #I LOA, 1 1  13, Y1 17.11 18. The fivc livres rcphscnts 
one hundnd d u ,  thus, the différence bawccn cighi ami one hundrcd is quite large and reprcsenu a wicie 
range of quaiity and variay. 
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Documents listing the taaile showed colors of purple, maroon, Me, and blue.lm III 1742 

there was one inventory thaî showed eleven made of dourgne, noting they wtre of 

five aunes each. A second entry for one crqn,t was made of three It is possible 

the first eleven clyn,~s were for aduhs, the second cr~>ot usiag l e s  nbnc because it was 

for a child. The notations are important for thy give a sense of the amount of fàbric 

required for tbis uniquely Cpnsdien gument. 

DRAP 

Centuries ago. al1 fàbrics except toile end moaisseiine were d e d  d r q .  Even 

veivet was referred to as &q. The fàbrication of &y> iies in the very old tradition of 

raising sheep as it is associated ahost exciusivtiy with wool. Entire regions and tbar 

civilizations have ken marked by the hbricaîion of &p. portiailarly in the no& of 

France.'=* Hardouin-Fu* et al. point out tht &qp was woven in eau then dyed in the 

piece in grey, gr- purple, d e t ,  b w  anâ blue-green.'= Since it was rlso avaiiable in 

white, it may be presumed rhu the ecru &q was bleached to achieve the white 

appearance. 
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Three colors were noteci: coffèt, m u a  and blue.IW Garments fwnd to be made 

of drqp were l e s  colorflll: the domiiuint cdor was brown followed by grey and biack. The 

majority of garments using &qp were found as masailine costume: justaucorps, cuiones, 

casaques, manteau, hrrbit~.~~' ib a brighter color, &qp w u  f d  once when it was used 

to make a r d  j r y ~ . ' ~  

D r q  d Xngleene. No definition for thig t d e  couid be found. One inventory in 

167 1 shows a q e  for &qp d Angleleme, both entries identifying the yard goods as 

red.'" In 1635 Chniplah owmd an habit of &p d Angleterre; amther hobit of this 

textile was found in 1665. In 1671 there was ajupe of r d  akp d'AngIeteme enterrd in an 

inventory . 

Drqp de Berry. No definition for this taaile couid be found. A serge, known to be 

associated with Berry, may be the nibric referred to in the sole entry for &qp de Beny. It 

was found in a 1665 inventory where a greyjustaucorps was made fkom this tudile? 

Drqp unmelie. Although this is the spew foud in the documents, it moy k 8 

referena to &qp ~4111~efé, a sük textile wovm with two sets of warps, one containhg a 

single yarn that formed tbe fomdation, the other a ply yam that floated over Qght W g s  



to form a small ni.13m It cannot dcnnitively be d e d  out that the aotary was refehg to 

the color camefie, or cinaamon, as there are clear references to this color in 0 t h  

garments. There were no refaaces to &ap cannelé as a yard good. In 17 18 an habit 

mnsisting ofjuskzucolps, fulone, ancl veste was d e  of &qp c~nelle.'"' 

Dr* & Chjpre. Hsrdouia-Fugier et al., da to a sutin de Chype which 

appeared at the beginnuig of the eighte«ith-century. Because the term &qp w u  used in a 

genenc manner, this couid have been the fobrc identifieci as W i n  de Chypre. No ysrd 

goods were fomd for this textile but in 1756 a mmfeiet & &(SI de C M r e  was recorded 

in an inventory. 13= 

D r q  & &uil. No definition for this tadile could be f o d .  Dr* dê cieuil was not 

entered as a yard good in the documents but in 1693 thae was an entry for a jwtkmcorps 

and culottes macle fiom this 

Drap> d1EibeuJ Elôeuf had a long history of texîiies, first developuig its indu- in 

the twellui-century. EvenWy a royai pri-e was gnmed whereby Elbaif could 

fàbricste & q s  of a large width, known as cuiQ-qwuts, which thcy produced und the 

edict of Nantes in 1598. 13" In tbe eighteenth-century Ukuf was the recipient of yet 
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écmloe~.'"~ No yard goodr were fwad entaed in the documents. There was one 

reference to &q d'Eibetr1; in 1749 a psich habit made of this fikic was z~mtioned.'~" 

Drap d'Espagne. In the seventecnth-century a &tp caiied &pagne was woven in 

a width iarger than an mme: 1.77 m.lm There were no entries for (bqp d'Espurgne as a 

yard good. A single râmence to the tadile w u  in 1679 when an habit was fouad to be 

made from &ap d 

D r q  d'Hofh&. No dcfinition for this textile could be found. The one rderence 

to this textile as either yard good or in a -nt was in 1672 when an hbi t  was found 

made of &qp ~'HoI~&. '3m 

Drap & Lodève. Lodève was one of the gr- wool centres of Languedoc thai 

produced coarser & q s  in g r q  and white wool dit pqys. Lodève prospered in the arena of 

exportation until the eighteenth-~eatury.'~ in 1726 more tbsn forty anes of &ap de 

Lociéve were entend in one invem~ry.'~' No gacments w a e  f d  to be made of this 

textile. 
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Dr* & M m .  Despite its name, &qp & ~~~ wu a woolen serge produccd in 

~ 0 u e n . l ~ ~  One reference to thir tanile as a yard good was found in 1756 for twemty-th= 

In 1732, an habit and cuiot&s were fouad to k m d e  of &ap de M m ;  the 

same négoçiant who owned the yard goob in 1756 .Ir0 o d  a veste of this f~bric ."~ 

Drqp & SointJem. There are four locations whae this textiie may have been 

made: Saint-Jeand' Angély, Saint-Jeandes-Oîlières, Saint-Jean-en-royans, and Saint-Jean- 

la-bus~ière.~~~ ûne enûy for oumge was found in l726.'= Two entries show the use of 

this textiie in gsnncnts: a jUSt4Ycolps and wste in 1726, and a redingoio in 1734.IY7 U r  

of drap de Szint Jean in the Latta garment suggests it was a sturdy, heavy Wnc suitable 

for outdoor clotbhg. 

DRUGUET 

In the sixîeenîh-centwy, the term &-et referred to a fobrc of M e  value. In the 

seventeenth-centuxy, its reptation improved somewhat; it was woven with a flax warp 

and wwl wefi. By the eighteenth-cem~ry tbae were a number of weaving varianîs, 

sometimes in ulL or cottoa that were decorated with mail designs. Thanks to the edict of 

1 3 0 ~ - ~ u g i e r  et ai., les Érafles, S.V. "Maroc". 

1 3 m A p p d b  1, Y 164. 

l w A p p d h  1. Yl28 ,  Wl64. 

lY--€- u IL, *s Érafles, rv. "sabu-kPan. 

lY6Appadix 1, Y120. 

1 3 * ~  1, I l20,  #132. 
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1692, foreign drogue& could only enter France by Calais and Saint-VaMy. French centres 

for maniifsictilre included Darnétal, Niort, Reims, and Routc. 

Drogÿets couid be distingushed one Corn the other as they were coarsc, with gold 

or silver threads, or with gold and &ver mixeci with silk for the warp and a wefi of goat 

hair. The latter process was abandoneci in the eightcetüh-century, no doubt because of the 

difficuity imrolved in the ~ e a v i n g . ' ~  

Droguets as Oilnrrge were found in two inventories, in 167 1 and 1724. In the 

former, one of tbe pieces was aoted as b a v e  brown rtnpedYe Séguh r d e d  that 

hoguets were produced domesticaiiy, but no *et entries in Québec documents 

showed referaicc to "h p q y ~ . " ' ~ ~  

Droguet d %@terre. N o  definition for this textile wuld be found. The only 

mention of droguet d Xnglererre as a yard good was in 1732 for meen and o n e q w e r  

aunes at five livmsper aune."" No entries were found for this textile in grmiaits. 

Droguet & Poituu. N o  definition for this t d e  couid be f o d .  Droguet de 

Poitou was found as a yard good in 1695 when one inventory showed two entries for the 

textile."92 No &rmmts were fouid made of &oguet & Poitou. 



Écovce, or ewrce d'arbre, is a gcaaic t a m  tbu was appliai to fàbrics made fiom 

w d y  fibres. ï "ke  were a number of variant fàbrics made, with or without sill<.'393 These 

included guingan, an Indian fâbric made of silk mixed with bast fibres; niIlat a sillzlécorce 

mixture imported fiom the Indies in hrge quantities; cherquemoile, a marset plain woven 

Indian fabric made of homesgun yams of mixed silk and écorce; and fottaiongée, a suiped 

écorce and sik mixture fiom the in die^.'^^ 

As yard gooâs, écorce was found in two inventories, in 1742 and 1756, the latter 
8 

for a subsîantiol umunt: seventy-eight Two entries showed the tudile WPP useâ 

for garments: in 1 7 1 8 thae was a robe de chambre, anci in 1 740 a naantelet. 13% 

É c m  T E / ~ I U U A T E  

Escarlale was a prestigious fabric in the thirteenth and fourteenth-centwies when 

it was woven of fine Er@& wool and sold without dyeing. The word eventuaiiy became 

synonymous with red. The escarlares wetc worn by persons of high bes, by rich 

bourgeois Europeans, and Orientais. Pieces of the fabric werc presented to important 
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people and princes wbo visited towns of manufimure where they were given some of the 

textile to cornmernorate the visit?" 

There was one aiw in 1726 for émlate as mmqge. This particular entry showed 

one aune of ''grasse éçot&e" at a vaîue of nfteea lWes.13* This pnce &es the textile 

among the most expensive fouad in the doaunent9. 

The term escarlate and its variant spehgs was found in several garment entries: 

one bonnet, one oldjupo, and two mcplteaux. The referace to the bonnet may be 

referring to color, thus iden- them as crimsodns The jupe as we4 may bave ban 

refening to the color as it reads "Une vieille jupe &scwlattee" but it was only valued at 

ten  livre^.'^ The mmteuza, vdued at forty and fifty livres were quite Wrely, by Wtue of 

their value, made of e~~41rlate."''~ 

EMBALUGE 

This was a strong ad coarse textile mde fkom the worst hemp tow.lm It is, 

therefore, not purprishg to t h c i  it wed in &Mers & misine in 1 7 10. .'.O3 

1 3 9 7 ~ - ~ ~  et ai., les Érafles, C.V. YCECOTIPtt." 

13siAppdx 1. #lu). 

'"m 1, #lm. 

' Q ~  1. M. 

I"'~ppldix 1. #l llA 

l - ~ a r ~ u i n ~ ~ u g i e r  a aï., &fles rv .  "anb3lyrU 

la3Appdix 1. #107. 
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ESPAGNOLETTE 

In the eighieenth-cenairy, eqw8r#,I;etle was made fiom a carded wool and could 

have been a serge, or with a pile on one or both sides. The finest e~i~agnoIeffe was Erom 

Spanish wool thus apiaining the Séguin rdds that eqmgdette was imitated XI 

successfûily by the French that eventuaiiy the Spaniih abandoned its mrnufàcture. lw 

In 1695 there were two notarial envies in the same docume~ for e~pqgnoietre, 

one of them in iron grey. Valued at seven clllnes and five anes, this is slightîy above the 

average con of textiies. The second entry for esp~~u,Ieffe  was in 1726 where the fabric 

was identifid as king 

If these textiles were p u r c h a d  and made into garments in Québec. subsequent 

documents do not bear this out. The only mention of epgno/efte in clothing was in 1740 

where sixteai uamisoIes and two jqpm were f d  mide of this fobn~.~''" 

É ~ L ~ E  

Étamine was a very popuîar and v e y  simple t'abric but also one tbat was the 

subject of numerus reguiations. In the sevenîeenth and eigùteenth-centuries él~unine was 

produced in a numbw of centres, each locale fabricating the textile dinerently. At Lyon 

and Avignon, étamine was made completeiy of silL; at Re& an étamine ofwool was 

1 lMHardouin-~ugicr n ai.. les Éro~es, S.V. ucsp.pioicttc.w 

"<HSC~Y~ Le cosl~me civif, 268. 

' " 6 A p p d k  1. mo, #120. 

l M A p p t d k  1, W138. 
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used for religious veils and b&dc robes &e; at Alençon, Anger, Amiens, and Beuncuurt, 

wool and silk were used. &mine remained a Eabric of various fibres into the twentieth- 

century.la 

The popularity of étamine is evident h th Québec documents: there were twenty- 

nine entries for this textile where xnanufbtmbg iodes were identifid as Cadis, Nantes, 

and Amiens, the b e r  suggcsîing it WU a wwl and d k  combination. From the first entq 

in 1671 to the last in 1757, colon induded white, brown, Cappucine brown, black, a d  

r n ~ t t l e d . ' ~  One of the entries for étamine q p m c  msy k refierring to o o g ~ c  either as a 

color or as a pdcuiar type of étmine since Cognac was one of the centres in Saintonge 

where woolen fabrics were woven. "'O 

fcminine, and chüdren's costumes were made tiom é&unim, for both 

indoor and outdoor gprments. There were habits and monteaaa for men, cry>es,iupes, and 

mCDtIeaux9 robes, and robes de &ambre for w o m e x ~ ~ ~ ' ~  One chüd's mm&cnr, deoaibed as 

being for a five or six-year-old, was aiso made of é t a m i ~ . " ' ~  

Étamine d Xmiens. No dcfiaition for this textile codd be found-This textile was 

emered in hventones in 172 1 . 1  728, and 1756. The Lner uiventory speufied the émit te  

in one entry as de hi?&? d Xmiem, in ~0 ther  as & sep d Ymiem indicathg tbat two 

1 '%a&uin-~ugïer a aï.. ks É r o ~ s ,  SV. *&amine* 

l.Og~ppendix 1, ü45, W76, #ûO, ü96* Ylûû, WllOA, Y1 11, W113. I I  15, #117 Y118, X16(. #IBO. 

l 4 ' - ~  u ai., les &ofles, LV. mcmgmd"' 

' " '~~podir  l'w93.197, W100, #los* WlM* #l IO& #Il l& #112. 

i 4 i 2 ~  1' M. 
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dinerent fibres were Seiog used to Mnufoctue the textile.'4" No ganneats were f d  

made of etornine d 2rnien.s. 

Éranine ungfoise. No definition for this taaüe could k found. This tuaile only 

appeared once in Québec documents, in 1 7 15 where it w u  described as baog striped. 1414 

No garments were found to be made of é m i n e  angioise. 

&mine & Codis. No definition for this textile could be found. This textile was 

found once in the docwtlents wbere it was shown to be white in ~olor. '~'~ The same 

document provides the singie refereace to a gament made fkom eîumine de C d s :  a 

habit. 

Él~anine de Cognrc. No definition for this tadile could be fouad. Éhmine dk 

Cognac was entered oniy once, in 1695 when it was valued at one Iiwe 15 soLF PQ 

aune. ''16 

Étamine de Nantes. No definition for this textiie could be found.The first reference 

to thû textile was in 1693 wben a iarge amount, 293 0une.s w a e  rccorded in the inventory 

of a marchand bourgeois. 1417 Subsequent inventories in 17 1 9 and 1 724 a h  r e v d  
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elamine & Nimtes as s yard good.'41' In garments, one femioine maûeuu was found mode 

of this textile in 1710.'~'~ 

ÉTOFFE 

The term é w e  was used to describe ail sorts of tabrics made fiom go14 silver, 

silk, wool, hair, coaon and fhq e s s e d y ,  any fabric that was woven could be described 

as an étofle. Regdations for manufsfhire saw étofles fàhng into two ciasses: th first 

class were those of gold, dver, silk, and mixed t'abrics, the second ciass ioduded aU 

othen. Regdations generaliy opecifieci the length and width tûat the étoffe wuld k 

wovea, and dyes thnt could be used. But ordbllli~lll~es did not stop there. It was neceSSary 

for each piece to be rnarked: on one selvedge was the msrL of the manufacturer, on the 

other selvedge th amis of the town where the fabrc was d e .  Oa the reverse side w a e  

the anns of the master-workers of gold, silver, Md sàk'4B 

Ln Québec, documents witb étoffes Listed as a yard good were found fiom 167 1 to 

1756.'"' An u a u d  rderence ta colon wm noted in references to ézofles in one 

inventory: ''bleue a I 'Irquoise" and "rouge a f 'Ir04iroise."'~~ More ordinuy colors 
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included red and white.'" One entry indicated the étoffe was intended for use as s cryur,t 

and required twelve aunes.1424 An invmory âated 1756 is the ody one tht rcfers to 

"étoffe db ps*'. an indication tbDt taailes were king produad 

Garments made fiom etofle were too numerous to mention, ranging fiom the smaiiest 

items like poches and mwchoirs to everyday clothing and outerwear. 

Étofle m~gioise. No definhion for this t d e  couid bt found. No mutqge was 

found for éfofle mgioise. In garmaitq the texîde was f d  in two eighteenth-century 

documents: in 17 1 O it was uPcd in a mantelet and in 1760 it wrs used for a 

Éloge & Reims. in 1672, the war agaimt H o h d  nùaed the W e ,  but by the 

end of the century more than a thousand weavar were working in the region where the 

production of étamine r e i g x ~ d . ' ~ ~ ~  Thus, a qwstion arises: when the word éfofle was 

written, was the reference imending étamine de Reims? There is a strong possibility that 

this was the case for the cntxy w u  fouod in the urgo ma&ést of Le Gr& Ursin, ôound 

for Québec in 1756 but captured en route.'42g It seems reasonable that a generai miry to 

t e d e s  on board couid have been made in this m ~ ~ c r .  

1 4 2 4 ~ a d i x  1.151. The prMav &uifksh for yard gaods rcquuad for a clyai indiciued 
eleven arrnes. Thus, 1 suggcst tbat cl- to twchrc mines iaay h m  ban a cornman amwu q u h d  for 
an adult capot. 
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FA~LLE 

F&lle was a fabric of silk gros-grain that was useâ by widows and certain religious 

orders."19 NO lengths of fàbric wae  found in the Québec doaunents. The one reference to 

faille as a s a  item was in 1756 where it was f o d  used for a 

FA I,FU'R 

Faveur was a narrow ribbon that women used around tbe necL, on the arms, and in 

the hair."" One hundred u m a  of f-s were f o d  in one invatory in 1756. At two 

sols per aune, this wrs one of the least expemive taailes f~unci.'~' It was not fouad 

associateci with any g a m e n ~ ~ .  This may have been the type of ribbon used to support the 

cross worn by m ~ y  Québec women during the ha part of the French régime.'" 

F W D I N E  ( ~ P N E )  

F e r d m  was a wwlen fàbric rnanufàctured in the Limousin region; it was 

sometimes mixai with dk, cotton, or fleuret.'4Y Tortora and Merkel describe it as o 
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fabric with a süL wprp and a weft of wwl, Cotton or The dictionary Larousse also 

refers to ferandine as king wovur with a silk wefi and wool warp in the seventeenth- 

century but woven with goat hak, flu or cotton in the eighteenthumtuy-'" 

Ferandiné was found as a yard good in thrœ inventories, one piece striped on a 

blue background.1437 One inventory, in 1694, indicated the womui seemed to have a 

penchant for fér4ndjne as it showed she owned a manteau, two j u p s ,  and four jupom 

made of the f a b r i ~ . ' ~ ~  Another inventory a year earlier dso showed a rnanteuu of 

fércmdjm . l  439 

FILOSELLE 

The temfiheiîe sometirnes refered to a cocirse irregdar d k  made fkom waste 

silk p r o d ~ c t . ' ~  It has dso been described as ai cwoe silL mixed with cotton that was usal 

to make hosiexy of lower quaiity.lu' FiIoselie was not found as a yrrd good in the 

" 3 ? ~ r a  and Mcrkel, 1Actiomq of Textiles, rv. "f-." 

t 4.. S.V. =faanbe. - w 

'437Appdh 1 ,  #8û, Y117, W118. 

'4MAppedix 1, #78. 

' 4 3 9 ~ ~  1, #76. 

'110HarQuin-~@er a PL, les É~OBS, CV. *hhYUt.- 

'UIUok, Dicti-re clL castame, "îibdk." In Qdb daamm~& tbqt wue 181 CILtnCL fm 
bas. h m  as cariy as 1637 to 1760. None ùxkataî use of/iloseIle. 
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documents. J u d a  by the &es for costume items usingfi l~~~il le ,  the taaile had two 

uses: mouchoirs and ceintures. AU do- were set in the 1720s.'~~ 

FI~WTE 

Made from conon,finette haî a nap on the wroog side tbat made it particuîariy 

pop& for chemises & nvir a d  cbildren's robos.lU3 W e  neither of these garments was 

found to be mode fkomfinetle, there were nAcai muies in a merchant's &op in 1685.'"' 

F L A h r m  

F h e i f e  was invenîed in Enghd in the seventeenth-century where it became very 

popular. Around 1750, it was fàbricated in France in Normandie, Champagne, and 

Languedoc snd was considered to be a very sofk woven Numerous vMeties of 

Jlaneile existed, ciifXering according to tbeir source of weaving. RouenFpleiIe was made 

with a hemp warp and wool wefk in horizontal stripe effects; Reims flannel was made of 

wool with a three up, one d o m  twill and hd fhacy yarm and smrll patterns incorporated 

into the weave. FtaneIïe & Chine was a plain woven wool wiîh a smooth fâce. It was 

dyed indigo in the piece, tbe seivages I& wbite.lul 
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References tojhmlfe ody appeared in the Québec documents in the eighteenth- 

century, an indication they were probably woveri in France. ûne eatry, for ' m i l e  

rayé bleu et blanc" may have ban striped Rouen t h ~ d l e . ' ~ '  

As for garments,flotaelfe was f o d  usd as a cover for the corset, for @le&, and 

as a lining for a robe & chambre, ail from eighteenth-cenmq documeat~ . '~  One 

seventeenth-century invent0 y, in 167 1 ,  shows a mouchoir & col made of-I'e. lU9 

Given the history of the textile, this may have ken made nom Engkhj&melie. 

FloneIfe de Rouen. Ris t d e  wsr wovai with a hemp warp a d  wool weft in 

horizontal stxipe & e c t ~ . " ~  Mention of th* textiie was found in a 1756 inventory where it 

was described as baving a white background snd beïng f lo~ered.~~~' No garments were 

found made of-fle & b e n .  

FLEURET 

Ln the e i g h t e e n t h ~ , f r e u r e t  wm the best quality of blamcarb, a linen fabric 

where the flax was h a l & b l ~ b e d  More weaving. In the domain of siik,fleuref was made 

fiom the residue of white thread taken f?om the cocoon, afler the drawhg out of the good 
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yeiiow SUC. In the domain of w o o ~ ~ e t  rdared to the finest quaiity wool panicularly 

used at 

Fleuret was fouad as uumge in 1674, but the entry is not completely clear: it 

refas to sixty-huo mrnes ofppssement of silk andjleuretr."4s3 No gannents wae f o d  

made of this textile. 

FLORENTINE 

This texîiie was woven with a blue background and white stripes or squares. The 

fibre content is not kwwn.14" Florentine was found in a mantelet owned by the wife of 

governor Va~dreuil.'"~ No yard goods were found in the documents. 

F ~ G E  

Frange was used to border garments and d e r  Louis XNfianges of or 

met& were oAen used.14' The one entry in the Québec documents for-ge as a yard 

good showed two aunes of goldfimge intended for tbe bottom of a jupon.14" Jupes and 

1453 Appcodix 1, #S. Does bis t k c  wiupasement ~fsilk a ~ ~ l p p ~ ~ c m e n l  offleuret or 
passement w k  tbe two 6 h s  were psCd togctbtR It is rnipossibk to know. Conversation with Carmeiic 
Boily-LeDorzq Fcbnrary 2 1999. 
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jupons were noted to be m e d  wiîh#ange as were échnrpe~."~ In 166 1, 1666. and 

1672, M e r s  were dso found to have afimges. 14* 

FRISE 

During the seventemth and eighteenth-cdes,fise was a woolen fobric. 

Severai varieties were known iacluding hMlls h m  Ireland as wdl as those woven in 

Bretagne. 

Two mtries for amge were fouci, in 1671 a d  1756: the former in rd, the latter 

rnaroo~."~ NO gaments were found to be made offiise. 

FRISON 

Accordiog to Hardouin-FU@ a ai.,frson w s  a warm fibric woven in England 

in the seventeentb-caitury to msle But thae is a differing view on this 

description. Leloù claimr the tam has more than one mcanir~g: it could be a UUr uimming, 

or a type of woolcn Wric m d e  not only in Enghnd, but in Poitou; it d also refa to 
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white or black fùr made fiom the skins of stillbom iambs &om the tom or region of 

Astrakan.'* 

The Québec document entries provide no information to chri@ these clairns. There 

is only one uitry, in 167 1, forfimi as a yard goal.'- No garments were shown to be 

made of üiis textiie. 

FROC 

Froc refers to a coarse wool twill made at Lisieux, Bernay, Fmaques, and other 

locations. The f&ric was d y  used to make habits for certain retigious men.'"' This 

may have been where the expression "mon of the frock'' origkted. 

The textiie was only recorded in one document in Québec. A 1742 inventory 

shows three entries forfiuc, thirty-five awtes in red and two entnes for brownfioç that 

totaled 127 aunes.'= No garments were show to k made offroc. 

' U u ,  Dicti-ire cdu costume, SV. "hiJoe" HPrdouin-Fugkr d J. du w( plocc UrbriCPtiOO 
in Poitou witil the nindacnth-twy. 

"~ 1, Y15. 

'"'~cigert, Texîiies en Euiop,  158. 

"AppadiX 1, #la. 



Furie had its origins in India and was imitated in France. The unusuai narne cornes 

from the decorative figures which rcpresent monsters that Diderot compares to gothic 

gargoyle~."~ In 17 18,fLne wos used in a m t e m  but no yard goods were mentiod in 

the d~curnents.'~ 

Originatting in the Cairo suburb of Fustat fiom which it takes its name,Jtmine was 

the seventeenth to the nineteenth-~eaturyfi~ne was rmide in sevaal qualities and 

dimensions. Fumims fobricated a.  Troyes and Lyon were used to makt cPmisoles, juponsv 

linings, and bonnes for 

Fufaine was seen in documents h m  1693 to 1746 where only two dors 

appeared: white and grey.'"' A numkr of diaerent gannents were found to be made of 

fimine. The eariiest refereiice is in 1635 whcn Champhin bequeathed brtwieres made of 

f~faine."~ The kt referarc was in 1728 iden- maxhes d e  ~ffirlarne.'~~~ In the 

Im~i&mt d*Acdmî, Encyclopddie ou dictidm. rv .  ''furie." 

l a ~  1. #i 1 2 ~ .  

"%cuber* Histoire du COStWllQ* 449. 

' 4 7 % ~  Textiles en Europe, 158. 

'"'- 1. W76, #78, ws0.1122. X151. 

"RAppa& 1. Y2. 

"73Apptdm 1, W122. 
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years between, garmerits iike caieçms, camisules,jqmes, andjuports were found to be 

made from this t d c .  But there were aiso entries for a c4grot and cuiotros o f h ~ h e . ' ~ ~ ~  

Thus,firfaine was used for a wide range of nui-uuline and ferninine garments in Québec. 

Furnine <igrain4orge. The term grain-d'orge rders to a fine, bleached and 

figured ben.'"' PahPps this texide was a cottonfifrufrune thet was bleacbed ud figured in 

a si& marner. One emry was f d  for t h  textiie in 1683. ''" NO garxnem~ were found 

to be ade offirfmarne ù grain4 *wge. 

GUN 

Gaion refmed to a nbbon or narrow fàbric of silk or wtton often mixe- with gold 

or silver. Of varying widths, it was uscd in costume as weU as furnishiagr. It is ditncult to 

distinguish between a very m o w  textile and a very widt gaiun, or between a gaion and a 

ruban."" An altemate description sees the g& as having two w&s, one cotton and one 

metallic."" The term fnu,  often sem in the documents in association with textiles or 

jeweiiery of gold and silver, may be transleited as "'@hg the &kt of."'4m Thur, entries 

for galota fma would be for a fàbric that haà the &ect of bemg iike a galon.'= 
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The galon was the moa fiequently mentioned textiie in the documents: no les that 

*-one ennies were found made of silver. oilL. Luien, a d  gold in colon that included 

black white, red, and lemonlu* While the au-e for gdon was large, the use as 

oniamentation was not reflected in the garments themselves. Six inventories listed 

gannents thaî uSed g h  as garniohmau for a botlciner.iuponr, manches, and a 

fu ,wbodU2 Iaterestingiy, in 1671 .ad 1694 galon w u  used to omswnt bonnets for 

sauvages and smwgesses..'m 

G.-YIRS 

Gmar was a -se, white wtton fàbric used as a hing in the seventeenth and 

eighteenth-centune~.~~~ The Québec documents do not show any lengths of this fabric in 

the town but sixteen autres were headcd for Québcc on board Lu N m l l e  Cons- when 

she was captwed in ~ 7 5 7 . ' ~ '  Nor were gorments f d  ushg this textile lepding to 

speculation thai this may have been the first shipment to be received in the colonies. 



The name of this prestigious fabric originated in the town of Gaza, in Paiestine. 

Gazes were identified by fibres like sük, wooi, cotton, gold, and silver or by their origin as 

in gaze mgloise, grne d 'i . .he, gaze & J b d a  Gazes were generaiiy piain although tbey 

could be dearateci with drawiaes, figures, or embroidery. This textile was normally used 

for ferninine costume, for cotfires, manchettes, and engagemtes, as weil as forfichus 

and écharpes. lu' 

There âre few entries for the textile as a yard good in Québec documents: two 

were for biack gaze, one of those identiîied as behg of poor quality. Others indiateci the 

gare were made with flowers and mth aiell squares? 

In Québec, gprmerits that useâ gmp wae  primuily headwear items: &pletles,  

coxffes, cotfire, and Ctonnetlses. The co~ffes were in yeiiow and white while the 

dormeuses were embroidered G~ore could also be found in éckqes,  garnitures, and 

mouchoirs. Som of the Latta, in 1742, were embroidered wiîh flowers and whh dver.lU9 



575 

GLROFLE 

No dennition for this tadile couid be found. The singie teference to this t d e  was 

found in the cargo m a n i f i  of Lo Nawele  Constanr captured by the Englisb in 1757 en 

route to Québec. No garments were found made of girofle. 

GORGUGORGE-DE-PIGEON 

Gorge-d-pigeon is an adjective that refm to the changing reflections of silk, 

going fiom pink to biue iike the neck plumes of certain  pigeon^."^ One 1756 inventory 

shows gorge4-plgeon as a yard gcd, one piece idemineci as blue, the other green1491 

Elsewhere in the documents, the term gorged-pigeon or gorge is uscd as a nom: one 

inventory in 1 7 18 der0 to a &ablier of plain gcrge&-pigetm.. 14- 

G f f i v m ~  

la the Qghteenth-cenûq gre& was made with a flax w.rp and cotton weft and 

was generaily used to cires the p00r."~~ In Québec, gr& was not found as aumge. 

Those entries where it was useci for costume were for d items: ceintures and 

jarretières. Entries for ceintures in 1724 show them to be made of black grenu& and 

14 %loir, Dictionnaire dk costume, SV. "gorge & pigeon.' 

l " ' ~ l d i x  1. #M. 

1 4 9 2 ~  1, # l l U  

149)HuQuin*- cc al., lu h ~ s ,  S.". u ~ * w  
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nenacile in assortcd colors. In 1728 motber entq for ceinmes identifieci the textile as 

g r e h  de soye. GrellOcIe w u  aiso f.ohioiicd Lno~et i ères  in 1 7 2 6 . ' ~ ~  

G M ~ E  

Grisette was a soft fàbric, ordinarily a mixture of sill, wool, fiax, hair, or Cotton 

but was sometimes al1 wool. It was woven in grey, dyed in al1 colors, and d d  be piah, 

striped, or with f l o ~ e r s . ' ~ ~  Tbe term was dmved fkom the fsct that it ws fint wom by 

grisettes, or workhg girls in France."% 

Two entries for as uumge appeared in Québec documents, one in 17 17, 

onein 1724. Theentzyin 1717 ùdicated thevalue tobeMdecnl~estaisoLrperawte, a 

very high pr i e  comparecl to 0th- MCS dunng the osme time period. 

GROS DE TOW 

In the eighteenth-century, gros de Tarrs was piaiu, embroidered in silk or giider, 

and used for furnishings. Weigert describes gras de Tours ps a sïik nbnc with a warp and 

weft stronger than u&ta Gros & T i s  were pkin, striped aud emkoidaed in siik and 

gilder.14* In Québec, the textile may have been used for furiuobuies . . but it is certain that 

A m  1. #117, X122,#153. 

I495weigut, T d e s  en h p e ,  159. 

"?ar~n a d  McdCu. Dîctionary afTatnatnIes, cv. " ~ . "  
1 497 Wc@rt. Texriks en Europe, 154. 
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the tàbric was used for costume, and the inventory entries show it was used exclusively for 

ferninine cosarmc. 

Gros uè T m  did not appear as a yard good. The î%st record of gros & Tmrs in 

gannents was for ajupe in 1693, foiiowed by a nt4nteau in 1703, ad a blue sviped jupe 

in 17 18. Then in 1740, one inventory showed two habits of gros & Tours, one in grey, as 

well as two robes of the same fabric, one in b r ~ w n ' ' ~  

GWBERT 

G u i b e ~  was a white linen textile named for its inventor. It was made in Nomandie 

in different quaiities and used for sheets and ckmises. A great d d  ofguiberf was sold in 

 pari^.''^ in Québec, guibe~ w u  wt found as a yard good. T h  were, howevex, 

references to its use in the chemises. In 17 18, one entry for six chemises made fiom 

guiberi showed them to k vaiued nt twenty-two livres each. Iwo 

GL'IPUAE 

In the eighteenth-cenûuy, al1 laces were gypires of siik or flax and haâ different 

uses. Two regions s p e d b d  in manuharing guipure: Cluny and   land ers?' 

1 4% n-Fugier et al., les Étofles, SV, "gui id ' .  
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Guipres were f d  in two invenîories, one in 167 1, the other in 1694. in the 

former, a numba of colors wae mcntioned: gr- red, bia& and white. The guipure of 

1694 was described as behg of the old s&yle.lm As for gumemq there was only one 

inventory tha shows guipure bebg used: in 1679 threejups were garnishcd with the 

1 a ~ e . l ~ ~  

INDIENNE 

Several costume and teraile historians agee that idenne was a generic term for 

ail printed cotton or for dyed and printed hbrics fkom India. '" Around 1658, painted 

Indian fhrics began to arrive in France and as earIy as 1674 the French were copying 

these indielutes. They were first usai for furniohinga Lta fincihg their way into robes dp 

~lumibre.'~ Several cldesthe establi.9hnient9 were f d e d  in Paris for the produdion 

of indiemes; in the eij$tcenth-century there wac several such muiiifofturiag locations in 

the neighboring areas d g  serious cornpetition wiîh sik workers. Edicts of prohibition 

appeared at the end of the seventeenth-century followiag other restrictions to protect the 

interests of the C-e des Indes. Freedom to re-cstablish @rication was made in 

1 759.1506 

1  ort tom a d  bkW, D i c t i q  of Textifes, SV. ''irrAimncn; BOUthCt, Histoire dli costwne. 
45 1; HardDuin-Fugicr et ai., les Érolgs. s.v- 9dieiur." 
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Effects o f  the regulations can been seen by the lack of indiennes in the Québec 

documents. Two inventories show m m ,  in 17 1 5 and 1 72 1, but neither for large 

amounts: eight aunes in the former, seven mrnes in the latter.lY" 

If inventories failed to show inrirennes as arnwilge, the contmy was true with 

garments, in parti& with the robe àk chambre. From 1694 to 1724, there were six 

inventories with a robe & chambre made &om indienne.'- The fabric was also useû for 

mantelets, tabliers, and a robe of r e â  and black indiem.'YR One of the mantelets clearly 

used an imported fibrc: it was shown to k made of indieme per~e.'~'~ 

JROQUOISE 

No definition for îhis textile could be found which is not surprising. The Iroquois 

nation, iikely for whom the tetdile is named, is not one associated with France or Europe. 

In 1685 there was one piece in the inventory of a machant with a value of eighty 

livres."" W e  one piece could contain sny numkr of anes, it is quite likely thae were 

at least twenty mrnes in the piece. No garments were found made of this textile. 

' ' ' O ~ p p i d u  1, $166. Toik p r o  rnr a pintai toile bdïmd to h v e  awc h m  PvriL It MO 
enormousiy p p h r  in tbe eigkœnîh-. Boucbct, Histoire dir costwme, 454.1 su- îhaî toile 
perse and indienne pcme ~ i ~ h  cssentially the sama tcrbilt. 



LINOS 

Linos w u  a textiie with a cotton or silk wup and a weft of goat hpir, it was 

particulady associateci with the Mazamet r e g i ~ n " ' ~  There is oaly one reference to Ii-, 

in 16% an inventoxy identifiecl six muws of stripeû iim~s.'~'~ No gMneots were found to 

be made of this textile. 

WNE 

MaIine bas been given two very différent descriptions by the spme textile 

historians. It is described both as a fine hexagonal o p  mesh made of sik or cotton and a 

mrdy, plain weave worsted fàbric woven with two or thne-ply ypms on the warp a d  

single yams on the weA that were a dinerent c d ~ r . ' ~ "  

No pumge ofthis textile was found. The refwences to muiine in garments was 

restricted to use as a gamitwe a d  in nranîkt&~.'~" Use of d i n e  in these instances 

indicates that it wrc probably the open me& textile made of silk or cotton. 

MUUOU 

MaIIemoIIe, also known as &Ieb&, was a very the hdian mousseIine, 

imponed f?om Bengal and used for fcmioioefichus. The single refefence to maifemoffe 

1 s 1 2 ~ n - ~ u g i c r  u ai.. les Étones, SV. nlim.u 

1 s i 3 ~  1. m. 
151 

?ortoro a d  MuLJ Di&- of ThtiIrs, W .  'mnlinc." 

1515Appdk  1, #ll7, Y120. 
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was found in the cargo list of tk La N m l e  Conamir bund for Quibec in 1757 when 

she was captured by the E@&.'"~ There were no gmnents f d  tht idemified 

that the textile was malkmoIle. 

M ~ L C ~ E T  

Matamet was the wool centre for tbose wools o f  lower quality, often the wool 

taken from the pelts of dead r & + ~ . ' ~ "  The refereaces to maamet in Québec were 

numerous during the years 1695 to 1742. lSl8 Where value was given, the textile cost was 

about three livres per mme, dthough one entry in 17 15 showed muaamet at nine livres p a  

aune. '"' Mmwet  came in an assortment of colon: blue, white, ~IIPTOO~, W é ,  cimumon, 

grey, brown, red, and one Ar_cl?ribed as cuuleur a2 lis, probably the creamy-white 

associatecl with l i l i e ~ ~ ' ~ ~  Whiie there were ~umerous d e s  for m414meI as a yard g o d ,  

this is not reflected in the garments themsclves. Mazanref was only f o d  twice: fsrhioned 

as culottes in 1 703 and d s  in 1742. lS2' 
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M~Y-~u-MAINHMESI;EIM~S DE BREIAGNE 

In Québec documents this taaile appeared nom 1673 through to 1756 as a yard 

good.and was speiled eight ways: meslis, mesiix, nteslcm, mesii, mesles. mes&, mefis, and 

mely.15P Thus, h m  these ar ies  it is dBicult to hiow the region of ongin. There are 

three possibk textiles. Tbe emries may be r e k i n g  to Meslis de Bretagne whae a 

number of veil-üke toiles were fabricated. Secoadly, they may be rdetring to Mesle, a 

serge made in white, kig+ md bhck. F ' i y ,  they may k rd- to Mdaydu-Maine, 

a centre that speciJired in Cotton toile.1sn 

However, in looking at prments made from mesiuy, the documents showed the 

use of the textiie in only one gumm: the chemise, where it appeared f h m  1669 to 

17 18. 15" Use of m e s e  in the chemise 1 4 s  me to believe thaî the notaries wae rdkdng 

to the Cotton variety made at Meslay-du-Maine. 

MESUN 

Meslin has b a n  descibed simpiy as a hemp fàbnc made in the Chmpagne 

region.lSu No w m g e  for this t@e was record& but in 1695 there were a total of deven 

chemises in one inventory that were made âorn rne~fin.''~~ 

1 5 2 ~  1, U S ,  ü49. Mû, # I O ,  # I l 2 4  Y113. #ILS, #140,#164. 

"UHPrdwn-~ugicr a ai.. les Étofles, SV. *Moly&-Maintw, 'mcükn, "mcdis & B m g u . "  

''*'~ppiidix 1, WSI, #49. W. # 1 12B. 

15%a&uim~ugicr a ai.. b Étofles. S.V. 

lSas&pendix 1, m. 



MGNONEITE 

Mignonet& has ben described as a woolen tàbnc woven in Lmguedoc and at 

N h d S n  On the other hanci, it bas aise ban desctibed as a plain cotton net or a thin 

lawn. '" Thus, there are two vay di&rrnt descriptions the M c .  Morcover, Vermette 

noted the fabnc ia a 174 1 inventory at Trois-Rivières and arpiaïned it as kiag an eîamihe 

tiom T~ulouse.''~~ 

Do the Québec documents provide any insight into this t d e ?  T h e  is a single 

referme to mi'tte in 172 1 for twenty-one o w u ~ . ' ~ ~  Unfortunate1~: thm are no 

documents that show the tadile being uscd in grnaems. Further exBrnination of primuy 

documents may reveai its greata use thus cluifying the description.'"' 

M o m  

The French regulations of 1669 f o r d  homogeneity to Paris frbrics which had t o  

be woven al1 of soie cuire or RW *U< with a selvedge in a different color fiom the wup. in 

's27Hardoub~~gia a ai., les hofles. SV. "mignoncÉtc." 
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the eighteenth-~eatury~ moite was d sometimes fhshioned with figures, or smwth, or 

with wavy e f f i .  '''' 
No yaràage was found in the Québec doaimcats for moire. Garment entries 

identif'ving this fàbric were sparse as w d :  in 1679 an hbiî was make of a srnooth mire, 

black moire was used for a jupon in 1740 while a 1756 robe was d e  of blue moire.1s33 

Moire d Xngieteve. No dennition for this textiie could k found. No yard goods 

were found for this tactile but in 1703 an hobit considing of mantem and jupe were 

described as being made of a moire dA@eîem that had d and white 

MOUETON 

Moiieton, hown in English as meiton, was a very warm huüled fibric made in the 

Languedoc and Beauvais regionsi. It was uscd to &e ~~~~)) i so les~jupm,  and linuigs for 

winter. A molleton thaî was not twiiîed, aiso made at Rouen, was often referred to as 

#belle. l "" 
The references to moiie~olls as aumge in Québec documents were few : one enw 

in 1724 was for blue, red, and violet moi2e1m; three envia in 1742 were al1 for violet 

molleton. lS6 No garrnents were found made of nroileton. 

1 s 3 2 ~ - ~ u g i e r  a ai., les  tone es, S.V. 'moire." 
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MO.YGELLZY 

No definition of this t d e  could be found. Mongeiiun was used as a Lining for a 

robe in 1747. No yard goods were mentioned in the documents. 

MO~T~CHOCOURS 

Montichocours was a silk and m o n  fiibric made in the in die^.'"^ There was no 

yardage found for this textile in the Quebec documents- One robe, fishioned of 

Monîichocmrs, was enterd in a 1723 inventory where the gummt w.s vrlwd at forty 

livres. Is3' 

M O Q U ~ E  

Maquette was a brushed fabric that resembled phi&.'"" It was producd in 

Flanders, Bretagne, Languedoc and Nimes. A cheaper moqireffe was fibriuted 

Abbedle, Liile, Rouen, ud ~ o u r n a i . ' ~  Tortora a d  Merkel describe the textile as king a 

fabric with a looped or cut pile, or combination of the two, u s d y  mode as an upholstq 

fabric with w d  or mohair piie and Cotton g r ~ u n d - ' ~ '  

been either purpie or viokt. 

1537 HarQuin-Fugia a aï., Ies Étofles, s-v. "Moiilichocairs." 

' 5 Y ~ p p c d h  1, Y1 l6B. 

'"%~iguI, Tmi*s m Euiop, 162. 

'jlOHardarin-~ugicr et A., ies EIOBS, r.v. ~moqiieacmoqiieacn 

1541 Toriorr anci bldcd, Diction01y o/T&es, S.V. "moqueitc." 
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Québec documents showed ody one entry for moquette as a yard gooQ in 170 1. 

No colors were indicateâ, nor is place of nrqnufiiehlre noted. The 170 1 entry classifies the 

moquette as "ned' even though the textile was primari& a sevcntecnth-century f à b r j ~ . ' ~ ~  

No garments were found made of maquette. 

MORDORE 

No definition of this textile could be fouad- Seven and one-haîfawres of mordoré 

were en route to Québec in 1757 on the capturd ship La Noorwlle Coltskvtt- The textile 

was entercd on tbe cargo manifest as murdoré en SaKy? It was not f d  in g ~ n m t s .  

MOUSSEUNE 

Motlsseline was a very sof'l, very fine, and primorily Cotton fkbric. Importation was 

forbidden by Colbert in fàvor of French mBMifacture. The prohibition was partially lifteci in 

1 7 16 in order to fâvor the Campagnie &s Indes mentaces. M'iine wk9 made in eau, 

dyed, bleacheâ, or sometimes cmbro idd .  There was also a wool mousseline that usa! 

Merino wool sik mousseline, and others thu were mixtwesmixtwesLw Bouchcr comments that 
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in the eighteenth-century the name was given to a wide vuiety of light Eaibrics fiom the 

East that aquired the aune h m  the tiny butnps thaî wae  iike f- or mouse.LY' 

Mousselines were shown as mmge fiom 1692 to 1740, sorne identifid as fine, 

ariped, or c o m a .  Most were üned without funha detiils.'" In garmcnts, mousseline 

was found f?om 1671 to 1756 in numefous, but mPinly small items: co~ffes, wis, collers, 

cravates, fichus, mzmhettes, and m~rrcIioirs.'~' One highîy unusuai use for this fàbric was 

found in a 1756 inventory for a q m t . l w  ïhis makes one question whether the notary 

entered either the wrong textile or the wrong garment as it stems W e I y  for a cqwi to 

be made of mousseIim. 

PADOU 

Padou was a sort of ribbon ordiaarily made of silk orfleuret in a vwiety of widths 

and colors. The best prdwr amde in France was used to border jupes, jupotrs, and robes 

de chambres. lw9 

Three inventories in Québec show partwr as a yard good: in 1 7 19 there were 

entries for silk padwr, in 172 1 thae were entries for wide and narrow pardar, and a 1724 



588 

inventory iodicated thepcldou ~aspen't.~~'O Ifplldac wrs uoed as an embdlishment for 

gannents, it was aot mentioned in any of the Québec documents. 

PANNE 

Pmvte was a velvety tadik with a nap l o n ~ a   th^ velvct but shorter than plush. It 

could be made of silk, orgcrrtsrn, saie cuire, as wdl as wool goat hait, or cott~n.'~~' It was 

included in the 1667 reguiations for workers of gold, silver, a& dk. In the 17 16 

prohibition, it was classed among the velvets. Like velvets, p ~ ~ e  could be sÉnped, 

embossed, or printed. The woolai pmne fbm Amiens was used for tnveling clothe~.'~" 

Weigen describespmuie as ôeing a velvcty 9115 a Link ktwao vdvct a d  plu&. He p h  

its manufàcture in Flanders a d  Picardie. He wmments furtha tbat theppvvs d e  frorn 

goat ûair came in ail colors, while woolenpa~os were usualiy d e d  aipes and 

moquettes.'"3 

Two entries showed tbe existence of- in Quibecas uumge: in 1679 1&n 

were twenty aines Ui the color of music whik in 1756 there were two ovnes of scarlet 

1551~'ISmsin - a <yp drdt siik pnmuily r Avigmii. W a m  Teralcs en 
Europe, 162. 

"'%apa~ TcxtiIcs en E i a o p  162. Sac trip de wlms Pd moque& br m a e  intorm*io. oa 
rhesccwomcs. 
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pume. lSY Garments d e  ofprane were îïmited to adotîes ondjlqxns. In the case of the 

latter, two entries d d b e d  the textile as ~ilkprnne.~~'~ 

PASSEMENT 

Passemeni was the îïrst cornmon name given to &nteiies, or lace. In the sixteenth 

and seventeenth-centuries, pssemen~ was made offli, d k  or meul. ûver Ume the term 

&nfeIle eventually replsccdpassement wbea r e f i g  to fin I.ce made with bobbins or 

needies."" As a yard good, thcre was only one rrfaaice  to pzswment, in a 1671 

inventory. But there were four different types shown: one made of silk andfleuret, a 

second of guipure, a third that wu Lc+Q as wdl as =me pl in pa~sement.'~~' N o  

garrnents indicated the use ofpusement. 

P m m u  

PerpetueIIe was a fine, closely woven wonted serge that was very d ~ n b k . " ~  This 

textile did not sppeu in the docmmts as a yard good. As for garments, there was a single 

reference to perpetuelle k i n g  used for a robe in 1756."" 

1 5 Y ~ x  1, *80. 1164. 

""~ppid* 1, 11168, Y128, #138, # l a ,  Y170. 

1sS6eaw:kr, Histoire du costume, 4%. 

""7~ppldu 1. #45, #46, M7. 

1 5 s ? ~  ind Malrd, Dictimaty of TdIes, S.V. 'paptudk." 

1 5 3 9 ~  1,1167. 
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PINCHIXA 

Pinchim was a woolen fàbric fkom Spain but was also made in the Toulon region. 

It was woven in a naturai color and those pieces destined for exportation to Itdy were 

perfùmed with violet and iris scents. Around 1740, the term pi~#rhna wss applied to ail 

sons of faôrics that were rediy only c i i o g u e ~ s . ~ ~  

Pittchim appeared in Québec documents as a yard good fiom 1695 to 1728, two 

of the envies in dors of yeliow and bl~e.~"'  One cqot ,  two pair of miottes and an Iiabit 

with veste were found to be made ~ f p i m h i r n . ' ~  

POPEW~E 

The revocation of the edict of Nantes could have wntributeâ to the spread of 

papeline to Ireland and English where the fiibric was made under the name ofpopefine in 

the rniddle of the eighteenth-century. Manchester rivaled the French centres of Lyon, 

Tourcoing and Roubaix. In France, a carded Egyptian cotton was sometimes used for 

popeline. On the other hand, Leloir r â a s  t opp î ine  as a modern f&nc with a silk warp 

and wool w&.lM A singie entry forpqdine u uumge was fo& described as plain 

brown, in a 1756 i n v e n t ~ r y . ' ~  N o  garments were found using popelirae. 

.- 

' % i g n  T ' e s  en E u m p ,  163. 

' % ' ~ ~ n d u <  1, ws0. Y1 lO& W 1  11, Y1 l3,#12O, Y128, Y164 

1 5 6 2 w ~  l* #ll  LA, #116A, # l a .  

1 %où, Dicfi-te dm CDStYme, SV. 'LPOPC)ibt." 

lwAppcndix 1, w164. 



POUUNGIS 

Potlhgis refm to an ana not fàr fkom Langres, the name king a geoeric 

reference to a couse tireaine usïng wool or Oax. It was also d e  at Picardie and 

~onnandie.'~~ In Québec, the textile was found as a yard good in 1685. No v e n t s  

were found made of this textile. 

PR/SO.W& 

Prisonnière was a very fine silk Mric of the eighteenth-centuiy which imitated 

gauze. Although there was no mrroge found in the documents, there were coi#ks entered 

in a 1679 inventory t h t  used p~soinniere as the fàûric. '' 

W W E  

The terrn rasa& is h m  the eighteenth-century and refe~ed to a M c  without 

nap.'%' Séguin caüs r4LEQCte a pink tàbric without pile? ïhere were two references to the 

textile, in 1 7 1 O and 1 7 19. No garments were recordad as bang made of ras. 
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d'mgleeme. No definition for this d e  codd be f d .  In aumgt* thae is 

only one reference to this textile: ia 1724 three pieces of "ras dangiefeme*' were valued at 

fifty livres per pieCe.lrn 

Rar de Cqyrii. No d&tion for this tadile could k f d .  No yprd goods were 

found for ras de Crr)icll. One aitr). for a mantecru made of this bbric wns m d e  in 1701 ."" 

RaF de &~&4''. This was a si ik  serge thu hd no wrong side; rometimes it had a 

weft of wooi, sük cotton, orjleuret. In the eighteenth-century it was d e  in hped  grry, 

the b p e s  running eitha lmgthwisc or ~ r o u w i s e . ~ ' ~  No yard goods wen found for rus 

de 5binf-C'. OM referellce to the textile was f o d  in 171 8 where a robe dp chambre 

was made &om rus& ~ o i n t 4 j r . l ~  Anothcr aiw in 1756 showcd ui hbit to k iined 

with this textile.'s74 

Ras cde Saint-Mar. The nwruf;ichire of this textiie was d l i s h e d  in 1677 in a 

large suburb of Paris to make black serge dtstined for ceremonid anci m o h g  gaments. 

In Sainte-Lucie* a s i m i l u  nrumllig serge with no wrong ride was made with a w ~ r p  of 

org-n and a wcft of ~ 0 0 1 . ' " ~  

l s 7 ~ ~  u ai., les ~ ~ r f l e s ,  S.V. de Siin-Maur." 
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There were no entries for ras & &ht-Mour as yard goods but this was not the 

case with garments. A number of entries were fouad, d in the eighteenth-century, for 

robes, jupons, and jupes. Evea a &siwlbiik w u  f o d  to be made of ras de Srrint- 

Maur. ln6 

R ~ N E  

A t d e d  wwlen fabric, there were several types of ratines: ratines &@S. 

napped ratine, and napped ratines where the nap threads were curied. The most 

appreciated of .II ratines were those from Elbedlrn 

Ratines appeareà in Québec documents in the seveatecnth-century only: a single 

inventory specïfidy identifieci the tex& as ratine &@e. Others entries simply refmed 

to ratine, two of thern describing colors of &et and red. lm 

As for gannents, ratine enjoyed wide use: nom camisofes and linings to -es, 

just~~corps,  jupes. Red, grey, brown, and white were diown as cocolors used.'" 

Ratirae & Monm&n. No definition for this textile couid be found. There were no 

yard g d s  found for ratine dp M o n l m h  but in 1747 an old surtout of red ratif= de 

Montauban was listed in an inventory. 
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m m u  

A very soft fibric, réseou was uscd for In the eightecnth-century, 

the textile was o h  made with gold or Phm threads and uoed for fmiiniae crnfire~..'~.' 

No yard goods were f o d  in the documents and use of rése- in garmerits was spuse. In 

17 18, a c m r e  was found to k made of ré-; in 1724 the M c  was u d  as a lining 

for  manchette^.'^ 

REKGCHE (RE~XHE)  

Onginaiiy fnbruued in Englud, r&ck was imitatecl in France, putiailariy at 

Beauvais and Amiens.''* In the eightccnthcamiry it wu wovm white thai dyed in piece 

in yellow, red, blue, or green. lsu In Québec, r&ck was fou& as mmrge in colors of 

red, white, and brown from 167 1 to 1 7 1 7. ln' In garments, it was only used as a lining for 

junoucops in 1679 and 1 688.lSn 

'5'4rioir, Dictionnaire àu c a ~ y l l l ~ ,  S.V. "an 

lS8 '~snhùn-Fugier, les hofles, S.V. "r&mmn 

"*~ppadix 1, # I l 2 4  11 17. 

1s'3~ci8ert, Textifes en Eump,  164. 

15- d u g k r  u a., fes ho@, S.V. "dsam." 

lys- 1. WS, #76, #Ml, # l l  l A  

""~ppiiox 1, WS, XS8, 8.9, #76, Ml, #Il lA 
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Roses was the name @ven to a Wric made of wool, silk, andfil that was 

manufactured at While the nune impiies tbe fkbric was a shade of red, 

documents show that the two roses Listed were in white and black. Both were en route to 

Québec in 1757 rboard Lu N m f f e  C e t  w h  she was c a p t u e ~ I . ' ~ ~  Since no 

gannents were found using roses, this textile moy have been niPking an introductory 

voyage to Québec. 

Rumr 

R u h ,  or ribbn, was a v a y  n a ~ o w  fabric, regulated in 1666 to be ktweca sixty- 

nine and 169 tbreaâs wide. In Paris it was made in gold and silvcf, in wool at Rouen and 

Amiens; in siik at Lyon w k e  it enjoyed an immense reputstion.'~ 

Ruban was found as aumge fiom 1647 to 1757, a fàbnc that seemingiy never lost 

its appeal. Colors for m h  vimully covered the spectn<m: blrck r d ,  grey, white, Mue, 

russet, f ie-rd,  green, j~n~u i l l e ,  siiver, uwi  pin^.'^ 

The inventories, however, print a ciflicnt picture for few refaences showed the 

nbbons used as ganiiture. In 167 1 .od 1672 there w a e  gmûs and cdottes that uscd 

m h  as a garnishment; in 1678 there w a e  cufoffes and a c@uu that mention use of 

1587 HardoWn-Fugia ci al., les ~foges, S.V. "roses." 

1 5 a 8 ~  1. W178 

'--~ugier, a ai.. I ~ S  É ~ o ~ s ,  W .  

1 s 9 0 ~  1* #22* #45, #76, W 120, # 122. 
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mhm~.'"~ It is possible that the use of n ï n s  wos so ordinuy they foi& to k 

mentioned. 

S A ~ N  

Scrtin was a smooth, ~ 0 %  and s h y  silk nbric woven in a single color. In the 

eighteenth-century, satin de Bmges and a t i d  were sofi fàbrics used for Pummer robes 

and peignoirs-lYn This dennition, however, differs fiom others that do not lirnit the satin 

to being woven in a single color. Weigert, for instance, notes that it came brocadai, with 

gold or siik flowers, or stripod. As weil as satins made in France, merchants sold those 

fiom Itdy ,  the moa beautifid fiom Florence and Gaioa were plain, printed or dyed m a 

variety of col or^.'^^^ Hardouin-Fugier et al. add thai smin was also made from cotton or 

~001. 

References to satin as aumge were not numerous in Quibec documents. On the 

surface, one might essume that the reason would be cost, but the entries that Uidicated 

values show mtin to be about thrce or four livres per mm, dthougb one entry was for 

seven liwes per mcne. l" The diest  mention in 167 1 was for mit afleurs, with the 

'592~loir, Dictionnaire cfu castame, s-v. "satin" 
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notation that the background was ydow and the flowers were bladc and  ilv ver.^'^ Two 

entries were fcr striped satin.lSw A white M n  on board Lo N m l i e  C m m t  en route to 

Québec when she was captured by the English in 1757.lM 

Satin was used in small items iike a child's bonnet, the ferninine co~ge, as a 

covering for a corset, and as garnishment for an é ~ l u P p e . ' ~  But it wu aiso found in 

jupes, a manteau, jupon, mantelets, and robes & chambre in colors of black, white, blue, 

and a ~ o r e . ' ~  Some sutins were striped, others embroidaed, M e  one r o k  was 

parneniée violet. Another robe & chambre was in striped satin wMe a third had a 

background of violet and ~i lver . '~ '  

Satin cte Marseille. No definition of this textile wuld be found. The single 

inventory that iisted sutin & Marseille as orrmge aiso showed the woman owned a robe 

de chambre of sutin de M i ~ r s e i l l e . ' ~ ~ ~  

1600~urwe bas bom dcscn'bed as a gaMcn pllow. In rbe 1669 OrdOnn~ces, it wrrs a rrgulawn 
îhai aurore be gammée. Di- ct d'Alcmkrt, Eiiqciopédie ou dicrionnaire, SV. "aurore." Tbt vcrb 
garancer nuans to dyc with gamme, a p&nt uscd for md dye. Thus the tnksxipcion of goiden ycllow and 
thc reguiation are d i  to two difi- cdors. 
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SEAGE 

Serge hPs baa one of the most widdy useû textiies througbwt history and in ail 

civilizations. Numerous serges were referred to by their fibres, such as wool or silk; they 

were refmed to by the number of s h d b  used for weaving, as in segé de 4, segé de 8; 

they were known by their color as in Mlitary unifomis; by thek décor as in brocding; and 

they were known individdy from theii piace of fàbricatioda 

Serge d Aumuie. This serge was woven using homespin wool and was uscd 

mainly for ünings. It haâ a loosely twisted wool warp with a single wool weft thot was 

twisted barder? Hardouia-Fugia et ai. add that it was distiaguishable nom its rivai 

serge & B1icow-i by a much tighter weave.ILM Sege d Y d e  was found in Québec as 

mmge from 167 1 to 1 7 19 whac colon included green, brown, and r d .  Serge 

d'Aumale was mentioned twice in conneaion with grummts: in 1703 it was used for the 

lining of a j u s t a u c ~ s  and culmes, in 1706 it was used for a faniriim m ~ ~ t e c l l l . ' ~  

Serge <Je C m .  No definition for this textile was found. Serge de C m  was found 

as a yard gooâ in a 1695 inventory w h m  the mcroge was d d b e d  as being in various 

1 603Hardaiinqugier a ai., l u  É~oH~s, SV. 

1 6Dcr0~ora and Merkel, Dictionary of Tailes, SV. 'serge d ' a d e w .  

laSHardaiih-Ftgier a ai., îes hofis, S.V. L.~uinrlrw. 

l"O6Appdix 1,1145, #80, Il 13. 

'6m14ppdk 1, W93, Y 1 0 .  
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colon. References to the textile in grrments wu found in 1693 whm the frbnc was 

entered as serge de Caen and was uscd to rmlre a blue robe and rmnteadu* 

Serge caspainette. No definition for this textile was fouad. There was a serge of 

wool and silk, made at Amiens in the eightecth-cenhq that was hown as 

" ~ g n e t ~ e . " ' ~ û i v e n  the variations in speuing by notaries this could k the textile they 

wrote as  nette. "One reference to serge ~4~4~41i iette wss found: in 167 1 aunage 

described as king grey was entered ia an inve~~ory.'~'~ No g u m m t s  were found made of 

this textile. 

Serge de lkmétel. Damétal is situned in a vaky near Rouen, a mor important 

textile- producing centre since the surteenth-century. It w u  hae that a variety of woolen 

textiles were woven but it was dso one of the grcat centres for idennes.  ''Il The serge de 

DmnétuI was probably one of the serges woven in wool at this centre. The one entry for 

this textile as a yard good was in 166 1 wbac t was rcfmed to as "serge dantetuif'. 16" 

N o  garments were found made fiom this textile. 

Serge & LoItdres. H a e  is another textile tenn that is rnislending through its name. 

While this textile was i n d d  d e  in Englrod it w u  dso one of the best-known fhrics 
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used for exportation from France in the Levant trade. Made in Provence, Languedoc and 

Dauphiné it was ficated ofjleuef or wool. 1613 

As a yard gooQ serge & m e s  was found in a singie invmtory in 167 1 w h m  it 

was describeci as being red and white. In garmaits, serge & M e s  was found in 166 1 

when a justaircorps was found made of the fhbric, and later in 167 1 when a ferninine kbiz 

was made of wbite serge & Londres and valued at thirty livres. In 1688 and 1692 an habit 

and jupes were ail fashiomd from serge & Lonriks. 16" 

Serge & Niines. Aithougb W î  had siUc rmnukme as early as 1499, it was 

serge de Nimes that became the most celcbrated textile thanks to its use in America: hcre 

the name was tnincated to denim. In the seventeenth and eighteenth-ccnturies, serge de 

Nîmes was made traditiody of all wod or haif-w~ol.'"~~ 

In Québec, tbe textiie was not as poputsu as in France for only two inventories 

showed aumge, in 1695 and 1 7 15 .'"16 Likewise, the use of serge & N W s  was m t  

widespread as a f&ric for garments: in 1679 an hpbit was made of this fàbric; there was a 

jusruucorps in 1693, and in 17 15 ajvpe made of serge & N h s  was valued at th* 

livres. l6 l 
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Serge de Poitou. No definition for th* textile was found. Serge de Poitou was 

recordeci as a yard good in a 167 1 inveatory with two aMs, one indicating the color 

red.16" Ody one gumait was recordcd ushg this textile: in 1661 ajvpe was made of 

coarse serge & P o i l ~ y .  ''le 

Serge rle Rome. In the seventeenth-century, this textiie was made entireiy of silk, 

twilled or srn- with double warp yarns th( were twisted again. Thc wefi yams were 

fine and moistened, r d t i n g  in a very smooth hbric. It was appreciated more than the 

serge d'Aumale . In the eighteenth-century, the serge was woven in white with no wrong 

side but with woolen fibres from Flanden or H o W  tbat gave the tactile a higher 

~alue.'~~''  There was oniy one inventory m: a smail quantity of r d  serge & Rume in 

167 1 was vaiued at m e n  iiwes per aune.lB1 No gaments were fwnd d e  from serge 

de Rome. 

Serge & Rouen. By the end of the sevateenth-century, Rouen was one of the 

great wool centres of ~ r a n c c . ' ~  Thus, it is quite Nciy that serge & Rouen was a sage 

woven fiom wool, In Québec, this textile was found twice, in 167 1 wbere the color was 

l-~u~ier n ai., Ies Étofles, S.V. "serge dc Romen. FUrC(iétC ddr tlu< s g e  & Rome 
was manufacturad ai Amicas. Furrtiih, Dic~ionnuire universel, SV. "serge". 
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described as misette. and again in 1 69S.la No garments were found made of serge de 

Rouen. 

S E R G ~  

Sergette was a narrow textile made fiom a thin wcm1. Several locations were 

known for its fibrication: the white a d  grcy sergene of Beauvais, the sergette of Poitou 

that resembled a akqguet, and the sergette of Midi. la' 

The singie ysrd good anry for sergette was in 1728 when twenty-one aunes were 

described as having a jampiiie background with brocdeci flowedm In gments, 

sergette appeared twice: in the Champiain teamtent a camisofe made of grey and red 

sergene was bequeathed, and in 1665 an hobit was noted to be made of grey sergette.Ig6 

The inbit may have been made fiom sergetle that onginated in Beauvais. 

 MO MOI SE 

Most ofteri siamoise referred to Wric d e  of a mixniie of silk and cotton, seen 

for the first tirne in France in 1687 when it was brought thcre by ambasadon fkom Siam. 

Linen and cotton siamoises were a su- up to the Mddle of the eighteer~th-century.~~~~ 

l6=Appdix 1, #45, m. 
1 62 %douin-~ugicr ei ai.. les ~aofles. S.V. uxrgcüc.w 

1 6 B ~  1. X122. 

1 6 1 6 ~  1, #2* Y33. 

16n~apt, Tmi i e s  en Eump,  165-166. 



603 

Simoises were found as a yard good during the years 17 19- 1 7%. A s i n g k  

garrnent, ajupovl, was show to be made of siamoiise in 1 709. ''" 

S I C I U ~ E  

Origuially made in Siciiy, sicilienne was a plain weave silk fàbric with heavy wefi 

nbs. It has also been describeci in two other ways: a plain weave with a silk warp and a 

heavier Cotton or wool weft and as a very lighnveight plain weave silk Wric similar to 

mousseline rde soie? The sole reference to sicilienne was in 1756 when two entries for 

yard goods were made in an inventory: one for a striped sik siamoiise in white and phk, 

the other for a blue and white siam~ise. '~ '  

SINCIO 

No definition of this textile could be found. S k i o  was not found as a yard good 

or in garments in Québec but nine aunes of white sincio were en route aboard La N ~ d e  

Constant when she wu capaireci by the Engiish in 1 755.1m 
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SOIE 

Soie refers to a tede  made cntirely tiom the fibres of the silkwoxm. It was aiso 

d l e d  soierie. As raw yuS it was known as soic grège or soie écrue.16U 

Silk first appeared in 1661 in Québec mered as a AM of silk where colors 

included white, mû, and rn~sk.'~ Sük wu not i d d e d  u a textiie for major garments 

Like the robe or justLnrcopsS Rather, it was reserved for stockings and for use as a 

Thus, it appears t h t  si& wu too expensive, even for the upper dass and 

bourgeoisie to dEorâ, save for smJl garments aad embellirbmcms. 

Soie d'Angleterre. No definition o f  this textile &d be found. In 1692 there was a 

single entry for soie d 'Angleteme as  nage, tbe wlor describeci as NO garments 

were found made of this textile- 

We d'HoI&zn&. No definition for this textile could be found. A single inventory 

showed soie d 'H0iI;rinde as a yard good, that one in 1 7 19. la' No garments were fwnd 

made of this textile. 



Spécufion was referred to as a m o n  textile but actually had a silt warp and a 

wefi of white cutton orflaret. It appand in various colorq striped, Pnd rn~iried. '~ 

This textiie appeared as ciurmge once in the documents in 171 5 where it was valued at 

seven livres tm sds per U U R W . ' ~  No garmcnts m e  f d  to bc d e  of spdcuhrion. 

TABIS 

Originally of Turlcish origin, &bis hm also had its invention attributed to the king 

of Tibet. In France, the 1669 rcgulations set the width at 0.54 rn to 0.73 m; the warp was 

of twisted orgwn, and the wefi soie cuite. In the eighteenth-century this coarse meta 

was dandered to give it a moiré appannce. It became vay popular for ttniishing~.~~ 

Tabis could not be found as a yard g d  in Québec documents. Two entries in the 

eighteenth-century show rabis was used as a =ver for a wrsef and for an hbit.'"' 

TAFFET~~S 

Tafletas was a very fine, soft silk, ordinarily very lustrous, tightly woven and made 

in aii sorts of colon; it might be plUn, @ad, OC with stripes that included gold and silver. 

1 %ardoum~ugicr ci PL, les ~m#ês, S.V. usp&&uion.w 

L a 9 ~  l* #l IOA 

1 --F- a al., k s  É~OBS. rv. %bis." 

'"'~ppadu 1. #116B. Y121. 
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The greatest w~lsumption of ta#ietas was for faniaine summa habits, écchrvpes,and 

cozfles, but it \ras aiso used for funùshings and quilts?" 

Numerous referewcs w e n  found for @e&zs as muvlge in the Québec documents 

beginning in 167 1 tbrough to 1 756. Colon included white, bladc, purple d 1ern0n.'~ 

More abwdant were the numba and types of garmcats thaî uscd tq@ie&as. Among thor  

found to be made of the textile were d e r  items iike coiffes, bourses, a d  échatpes, but 

larger garment pieces IiLe habits,jupes, ancl andteaux wae .Ir0 entered. Colors like 

lemon, jompilIe, purpie, white, and black were 

T d e m  d Angleterre. In spite of the nime, this t d e  was made at Lyon. It war 

very strong, very lustrous, came in numerous colon, was sometiws stnped, and was 

woven in a very large width, 0.60 m or 0.75 m. It wu used for the faninllv hobit and 

linings, as well as for nimishings and au tain^.'^^ The textile was found in inventories in 

1723 and 1724, shown as bcing stnped as wdl as in solid wlors of fie-red and coffet . '~ 

In garments, the first refsence for use of&@e&zs d ilngfetewe was as a lining for a robe 

de chambre in 17 1 8 . ' ~  in 1723 it was ais0 uoed for the W g  of  a deshabillé and 
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identifid as being the color h r e d . l a  Other d e s  show &@iela~ d Ynglrerre king 

used forjupe, inailteau, a n d j ~ p o n . ' ~ ~  

TcIOçeeuis d Avignon. This was a very fine t d e  imilar to one wovm in Fiorence 

and came in biack as weU as c o l ~ r s . ~ ~ ~  As a yard good, it was ody found in one invcntory, 

in 1694, where two entries ùidicated it was desipated for use as lining. One rcference for 

blue &@ieer<ls d 2vignon was valucd at fifty sols per ame, the other in b W  was forty sdr 

per As for garments Metas d Avignon was found in 1694, uscd as a lining to a 

manteau TS2 

Tgeterru hnne-jemnie. This textile was a taffeta of much superior qcillity 

compared to other tdfiktas but differing in its lack of lustre. TMem bonne femme was 

used primerily for coiffes and é c h r v p e ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~  As a yard gwd, @etkas bmre femme was 

found twice in 1724 where it was vaiued at thnt and four livres per oune. No guments 

were found to be made fiom @etas bonne femme. 

TMem des Indes. A varid textile, t&@ekzs des Indes wu silky, and could k 

plain, with gold and silver stripes, fleckd, with flowers or with squares.16ss There was 

l a ~ x  1, # 1 168. 

l a 9 ~  1, #117. 

16%ar&uin-~ugier et al., les Étoflcs, s-v. ïrnèms d'Avignonn. 

16s1~m 1, #78. 

1 6 s 2 ~ ~ ~  1, #78. 

' 6 s 3 ~ ~  Tcxtilcs en Eumpe, 166. 

16%Appdix 1, #117. 

16s hh&uh-~ug& d ai., les Éfo@s, s.v. -&as da lndcsw. 
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only one reference to this textile as a yard good: in 1726 there was an entry for a striped 

@etas des In 1740, one inventory shows two roks made of metas des Indes, 

one valued at forty-five livres.16s7 

T ~ O N  

No definition for this textile could be found. Taruwon appeared in inventories as a 

yard g d  from 1 695 to 1 72 1 . In the latter instance, the notary entered "cordiilut uu 

iarascod' leadhg to specuiation thaî the two textiies were very similrr and dificuit to 

distinguish one fiom the other.'" No garmcnts were hund using &ruwoin. 

TLRETXINE 

Tirefaine was woven wiîh a flax warp and wool weft, sometimes ail wool, and 

even hemp was used for the weft.16% Ln the seventeenth and eighteerrth-centuries, this 

ordinary fabric was d e  in white or grey, wool or fkx. and was woven thicker than a 

serge. lm 

In Québec, tiremine appeared as muioge primuily in the eighteenth-century where 

five inventories recorded t s  presence. For tbe most part, the value of the fDbric was not 
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great: from one Iiwes eleven sols per mme ta two livres nfteen sois per ame although in 

1 7 15 the textile was vPlwd a six livrPs per aune. '"' This latter case may have been due to 

fluctuation in the livre. No garments were found to be made of tireloine. 

To study the origin of the word toile is to siudy the birth of hurnanity. Included 

under this broad term are fabrics of hmp. flax, and Cotton. Because toile was one of the 

fiindamental materials fiom the earliest civilizaîions, lt is impossible to List al1 the types and 

uses. Very often the place of m8aufkture was attacheci to the name toile. Other adjectives 

were aiso applied to the noun toile when more specificity was wanted. There was toile 

cirée, made of a composition of wax or of a refined mixture of several other ingredients 

capable of resisting water. It was nude in black, greens* reds, yeiiows and several other 

colon. They were n o 4 y  d d  in siull pieces or rolis of four, eight and twelve aunes. 

Toiles cirées were used, for enunple, for umbrelîas, auques,  and b0nne1s.l~ 

Awther ordinary type of toile was the toile commune, a plain cotton, hemp, or 

flax textile that was very ordinary or cornmon as the name implies. Toile écme defïned a 

toile where the yam haâ not ban bleached. Toiles écrues of flax were ordinarily greyish, 

the natural color of t h ,  the toiles & chanvre écrues were yelîowish which is also the 

color that nature has given to hemp? 
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Toile d Xliemogne. No definition for this textile could be found. This textile was 

known as a yard good in Québec fkom 1710 to 1740 wbae one entry indicated it to be of 

a wide width for a 1inUIg.This has becn supporteci through entries found for ajupe* 

jus~corps, and robe de chambre where toile d 'Allernogrse was used for the linings. la 

Toile & Beaufm. Beaufort-en-vallée was known for producing v a y  strong hanp 

fabrics that were bleached at Doué and Anjou. An eau hanp textile was made at Beaufort 

for the French islands of Axneri~a. '~~~ Seven inventories document toile de Beaufort as a 

yard good fiom 17 18 to 1728; the Frach sbip Le G r d  UHin w u  ai00 carrying a hile 

of this textile on board whai she was captumi en route to Québec in 1756.'- Toile de 

Bemfort was recordcd twice in connection with garments; in 1728 it was used for  jupon^, 

and in 1 756 it was used for 

Toile de Bretagne. This was a Bu-based t'abric wovm at Br- for exportation 

to the Canary Isluds. 16u This texîiie appead eariy in 167 1, then again in 17 15 and 1 724, 

the latter bang describeci as white. There was a single refctence to toile de Bretkagne in 

gments: in 1752 a chemise was made of this textile.'*0 



61 1 

Toile de Brie. No definhion for uiis textile could be found. Toile & Brie was 

enter4 once as a yard good in 1 749.'67' No garmcnts were found made of this textile. 

Toile de brin. In the eighteenth-, brin was a type of hemp Wric made in 

the Champagne r e g i ~ n . ' ~  Althougb Hardouin-Fugkr et ai. note t h t  brin was sent to the 

French colonies in the nineteemîh-century, QuCbec documents indicate its presence much 

earlier. There are entries for brin in 1706, 17 19, 1 724, and 1742. Two of the inventories 

in 1724 and 1742 were for substantial amounts of firbric: one was for sixty ams, the 

second was for nimty-seven ames.'" No g ~ n a n s  werc identifiai as ôeing made of toile 

de brin. 

Toile de chmnire. C b w e ,  or b p ,  wu cuitivated for its stem which fùmished a 

texule fibre that gave its name to the fibric. Numaous fâbrics were made of chanvre, 

notably at Aknçon.16" Chmnw was available as a yard good in Qu- âom 167 1 

although documents do not show it as aumge &er 172 1. It was sornethes r e f d  to as 

being coarse and no colors w m  identifid, an indication that it was probab!y l& in its 

natural color. las As for garmcnts, c b w e  was found to be used only for the chemise.1676 

' " '~ppnd~< 1,1153. 

l m ~ a r d a i i n - ~ ~  a al., ies Étofis, S.V. "briaw. 

1, #lO, 1 1  13, 1117, Clm. 

167+HarQuia~- a al.. les Érafles, SV. "sbwrr". 

1675- 1, WS, #59, # i l ,  #72 *a), #113,1115. 

1 6 7 6 ~  1,469, #73,#105. 
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Toile de Choiet. Cholet was one of the most well-known weavihg centres in the 

Tours ara; the motlchoies de Cholet enjoyd pst popiluity up to the nineteenth- 

century. Textiles woven there included those thu wae plain, stripcd, with squares, or 

glazed in white or dyed linedm In 1740 and 1756 there wae inventories that indicated 

rode de Cholet was available as a yard g d .  As for garments, there was a-ee that 

used loile rle Cholet in 1728 and mouchoirs that used the Wric in 1756. 

Toile de Fhmke. No definition for this textile c d d  be f o d .  While there were 

no Québec documents tbat showed tuile de Flanrit.e e n t d  either as a yard good or used 

in a garment, t h e  were eighty-nine mcnos en route to Québec in 1757 whm Lu Namelie 

Commt was uptUred.- 

Toile herbée. No dennition for tôis textile couid be found. Toile k r k e  6rst 

appeared in Québec documents in 1695 when one invmtory showed fiilan separate 

entries for varying puantities, and values, for the textiie. Subsequent inventories fiom 17 19 

to 1728 also had roile krbée enterd as aumge. It w u  m t  mted again until 1756 when a 

&lie containing toile kebée was lisid on the cargo manifest for the capturd ship Le 

Gr& Ursïn. As for garments, there wae  thrcc chemises enterad in a 1706 invmory that 

were made h m  toile herbée.'m 

' 6 n ~ - ~ u g i c r  a al., les Étages, SV. 'Cbda". 

1,1122,11138, 11164. 

1 6 7 9 ~  1,1178. 

' 6 Y O ~  1, #ûO, #113, Yll7, 11120, 1122, 1177. 



613 

Toile d *Hol&v&. HoICrutr?e was knowu as a very fine, much appreciated faôric 

particularly used for the ckmises of "persans of quaiity. la' Toi& d'tlollcado appeared in 

Québec documents fiom 167 1 to 1 742, one entry indicating it was richly brouded1u2. 

Costume items using this textile were primarily d e r  items, the cornette, gaitaas, and 

mouchoir de toile found in invmtones fiom 1 67 1 to 1 756. lm 

Toile & La Chatoigraeray. This was a çmall village d e  weavers worked with 

wool du pays to produce t d e s  of litth renom and which generally stayd in the 

a n d *  Thus, i t  is interesthg to and that the= wu a M î e  of toile & b Ciritaigmer on 

board Le Superbe whcn she was uphired in 1757 ai route to Q ~ i b e c . ' ~ ~  No garments 

were found made of this textile; it may have ban en route to making i ts first appearance in 

New France. 

Toile de h i .  Laval provided commerce for the entire Touraine region where 

weavers worked with flax and hemp. The linen terdiles could be woven more than 153 m 

in lengîh. Laval specislizcd in toiles for exportation, in partïcuiar those used to mJ<e 

chemises for the poorer people. As a yard go& toile dP L m d  was found in 1695, 17 19 

1 " 1 ~ - ~ ~ ~  a al.. les &ofles, SV. 'Hdlaadcn. 

- A Q p d U  1. WS, a, M. W120, Xl40. 

lm- 1,#4S,#W,#97,# 115,#117,#128,#120,#140,#L64. 

I %&dmin~ugier et al., Les É r o ~ s ,  S.V. -La C h a t a i m .  

las- 1, # 177. 

I6D6DidCrn a d'Alembq Encyrlopiàie ou dictionnaire, S.V. roiL de Ladn. 
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and 1756  document^.'^ In gaments, it did not appear as a chemise but was used for 

srnalier items like the coiffe, rnwchoir, anci cul-1m 

Toile de l o d i n .  Two qualities of  l d n  were made: the premier quaiity made 

fiom prime Ségovie wool, the second q d t y  made of Soria wool. No yard goods were 

found but in 1750 an ïnventory shows six ckmises to ôe made nom this 

Toile de Lyon. Lyon was best known for the silks it produced; Lyonnaise silks 

were without rival. Because of its position bciwecn Languedoc and the notthem areas of 

Normandie, P i d e  and Champagne, Lyon dro apaieaccd a grsu d d  of wool 

commerce.16B0 Thus, when refkences to toile de Lyw> are maâe, I puggest they are 

referring to the silk that was mBiulf.actured thae rstha than the wool bat eqjoyd a great 

market at Lyon. Toile de L y  was found as a yard good in 1692 and 1 7 19; it appeared as 

a gannent in 1728 when a roblier was found to be mde of toile de L y . " '  

Toile & meslins. This paxticular toile was made of hcmp in the Champagne region. 

Although there was no mmge found in the doammts, thae are entries for a totd of 

twenty-one ckmises made âom toile & nwslim in 169S.lm 



Toile de Montbéiiurd. Montbéliard becarne the generic name for a coarse, strong, 

hernp toile ofien wovca with blue and white As a yard good, it was shown as 

both toile de Mon~béliard and as Mcmtbéiiirird in 1 726, 1 728, anci 1 756. It was only 

used once in v e n t s ,  as a LUIUIg for a robe in 17Z8.1m 

Toile & Morhix. Moriaix was one of the traditional waving centres of 

Bretagne.Samples in the Richdieu CoUection in France are saiped, with squares, and of 

bleached Linen as weli as a v a y  strong cau linen.'- nius, it would seem thaî toile de 

Morlaix was made of flax. Toile cle Morlaix was found as aumge fiom 1671 to 1756. 

While there were eighteen entries for this taaile, it was ody d d b e d  once when the 

color white wu indicated.læ7 In g;irmmts, toile de Mwhix was prllnuily used for the 

masculine chemise fiom 1695 to 1752 although thae w u  one entry for co~ffes in 1693 

that were made of toile de M ~ r l o i r . ' ~  

Toile d 'Ofonne. This is th generic name for a fdnc made at Olonne-sur* t h t  

had a hemp warp and a tow weft.lrn As a yard good, toile dVOlone was mentioned once in 

a 1726 i n ~ e n t o r y . ~ ~ ~  No gannents were found made from this textile. 

- - -  

169)Hsrdaiin-~ugkr n al.. b  ofle les, s.v. 'Moddliudu. 

1~~ l* Y120. #122. 

1~~ 1. Y122 

1 696HyQiiin-~iign u al.. les Étofles, S.V. "Morlaix". No dcscripion ohthe &CS wcr~  m. 
1,Y15,#72,#73,~~#100,#111&#117.#161. 

lm- 1. Y76, w8D, w93. Y112h #ll'I, #159. 

1 %~ugkr et ai., b hofles, S.V. "Olo#". 

1 7 w ~  1,1120. 
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Toile d ' M e .  This is the naine given to a type of ecm bati~le. lm An dtemate 

description refets to the hbiie as a gr- Linen wliich wu mide a 

Four m e s  of stnped toile d 'Orfie wu f d  in a 1695 ïnvent~ry. '~  In 1679 thae were 

muncks made h m  this Wri~.~'"' 

Toile de P a r k  Paris speciaiked in mnufircturing hôrics of 9Ur tht were more or 

tess lwurious and destined for aristocrats and those at court. 1 7 ~  This is reflected in the 

lack of entries for this textile in Quebec: there was one mtry for auncige in 17 18 and one 

entry showing use of the fibric in co~#ies in 1 726.17w 

Toile du puys. Éloge rbr pays bas ken described as a homespun of naturai 

grey w00l.'~"' Siwe the terms emge md toile quite likely m~ the word "fkbnc" I am 

taking this to be a description of toile & pays. One r a c e  only was found to toile du 

poys as yard goods: in the 17 15 invemory of a lieutenant of surgeons, eieven aunes were 

It w u  not und 1756 that garments were shown to be made of a domestic or 

Iml ~ e i g a t ,  Textiles en Europe, 153. 

1 7 0 2 ~ - ~ i y * r  et al., les Étofles, SV. d'OrW. 

1703Appdix 1, m. 

70SHardaUn-~ugier a ai.. ÉIOBS, SV. *Parism. 

''*'~a~*i and h k k i ,  Dictionary of TmIes, S.V. "&off" du pyr". 
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local taaile: thae wae jarretières of kune h p q y s ,  jupovrs of érolye du pays, a ~ d  some 

poches of toile dlr pqys mentionai in the d ~ w m n t s . ~ ' ~  

Toile peinte. G e n d y ,  toilospriNes came fkom the Indies and were ofien 

referred to as indiennes. No yudage appeared in the Québec documents for roile peinte. It 

appears to have been rucd prïmdy as a bhg: in 1688 two jupes were hed with toile 

peinte; in 1695 a munteau and jupe wcre both lioed with this textile-L7i0 

Toile de Pont@. The traditional Bieagnc manufacture of Pontivy cominued until 

the nineteenth-cemury. The tadile for exportaiion was strong, but orâbry. Otha toiles 

de Pontivy w m  of bleached ünai tbat wuid be coarse, medium, or fine.''" 'Iliirty mnes 

of toile de Pontivy were fwnd in one 17 19 in~entory."'~ No p m e n t s  were found made 

of this textile. 

Toile de Quintin. Quintin w u  a s& town in upper Bretagne, its only commerce 

being the rnanuf'acture of toiles.'713 Toile & Quintin was typical of Bretagne wavùig. It 

was ordinarily nianufbctured in short pieces, and was usually linen."" Entries for this 

textile in Québec were found eighty-five years .part: in 167 L and 1 756.1715 No garments 

were found made of toile cie Quintin. 
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Toile de Rouen. Rouen developed an intense textile activity and by the end of the 

seventeenth-century it was one of the West wool-produchg centres in France, so 

favored because of its position as a port. Rouen produced bovrriurn, &oguet,jheiIe, 

moquette, and ratine in stripes, squares, wovcn ofhanp and flax as weU as w00l.~"~ 

In Québec, there were thirty-nine entries for the Wric as auauge 6iom 1692 to 

1742. Colors mentioned were white, yeilow, grey, and red. Some etftries were describeci 

as beingfine or très bolle."" The widths were noted in other entries: one toile de Rouen 

was descfibed as being wide, rnothcr as ""sept huit de l ~ r g e " . ~ ' ~ ~  Thcre were numaous 

envies for chemises using roile df Rwen, nom 1686 througb to 1752. ûther uses for the 

textile were found in mges, cruwnes, and one ~kzbIier.~"~ 

Toile rople. This t e d e  was aiso known as gros & Torcrs. It was also the name of 

a toile from Lavai which wu bleached at Beauvais and was supaior to the toile d e d  

d e m ~ - H o l ~ . ~ ~  Toile royolo was enterd in documents in 1724 and1 737 whae the 

value ranged fkom thirty soLÎ to fifty-five sdr pa mmd721. No garments were found to be 

made of toile royale. 

171SiarQuin*ugicr et al., les ÉroBs* S.V. URoucan. 

1 7 1 7 ~ n d i x  1,172, üûû, #94, *II24 d113, #lLS, #Ili. W120, YIU. Y14û. 
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Toile & Saint J i .  The textiles entered in the Québec documents could be 

referring to fâbrics made in four Iodons  in France: Saint-Jean-d'Angély, Saint-Jeandes- 

Oiiièm, Saint-Jean-en-Royans, or Saint-Jean-La-Bussière. Saint-Jean-d'Angély produced 

some rather poor fhbrics; Iittle is known about these or those manufachmd in Saint-Jean- 

de~-OUieres.~~ Saint-Jean-en-Royans was a s d  centre in the Grenoble region where 

wool was woven in six smnii niral parishes; the poorer people did weaving at home during 

the winter. Saint-Jean-La-Bussière in the Beaujolais region was biown to have woven 

textiles spccificaily for printing as weii as for table Iineirr.lm Thae were two inventoria 

that entered aumge for toile uk Sain! Jean: in 1721 and in 1742 w k e  two hundred and 

six aunes were rc~orded.'~' No garments were fouad made of toile de SointJeun. 

Toile rde traitre. The term toile & haitte applics to a wtton, flax, or hemp textile 

that was used in trading. None of the inventory enaies gave specifics, but it was included 

in documents tiom 1691 to 1742. ï h e  last entries in 1742 were for amounts totaling over 

one thousand mmes.lN Because this was a very large amount, the tanile was likefy 

destined for 0th- trading locations in New France. No garments were found to be macle 

of toile & traitle. 

l m ~ o c * s r d # c n p r i c m i s ~  but it isbrnnibitint&Ricklicusolbniwin ~ r a n a  there 
are ssmpks of a grey-bluc kramine, anri a bum with a hemp warp. Hanhin-FugiCT et al., les Étofles, S.V. 

"Saint-Jarnd' AngClyU. 
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TREIUS (TREILLY) 

The name treillis was aven to certain types of ecm hemp fiibrics that were coarse 

and strong and manufàchared at Normandie, Perche, Maine, Forez, and Bourbonnais. 

'Iàey were used &y to make ganncnts îike mfottes. Fina treillis fouad their way into 

juslatrcorps and surtouts. Some fhrics also referred to as treillis were dyed black, 

gummed, calanderai, satined or I u d .  fbey were d e  in quantity at R o m  and at 

severai locations in Normandie. These treillis were used to make co~ffes, chspeaux, 

vestes, ünings for hrrbils, jqws a d  jupons used duriag periods of mouming. 

Treillis was found once, in 17 17, where it was identifid as being intended for use 

as chqpeaia.lrn No gannents were found using this tabik. 

TRIPE DE C-mm 

This textiie w u  a bridge ôetween velva and plush. The pile was wool and the base 

made corn hemp.lN There was a single aniy for mpe & velours: in 1705 when four 

aunes were listed as being pirple.'18 No gmnents were f d  made of this textile. 



Velours, b w n  in English as velvet, was of I d a n  origin, Delicate modifications 

in the weaving process produceci a variety of w l w r s  which c h e d  the name of the 

technique or the name of the place of fabrication. The production of silk w l w s  in Paris, 

Lyon and Tours was regulated in 1667.'~ As u w q e ,  there is no mention of wlours in 

Québec documents. The only reference to the textile was found in a 1726 document where 

two large squares of velours were noted. ln' in garments, the number of items found using 

velours were al- spirse. In 1665, thae was ajustauc0rp.s made of wloccrs, coifles were 

noted in a 167 1 inventory, and in 1726 there was a bonnef mide of wlovn brocadcd with 

goid and valwd at ten l i v r o ~ . ' ~  

V W ~ N E  

Veloutine was made of silk or wooi at Roubaix. It was a smooth fabric and used 

for garments wom indoors. '" No wloutine wu found in Québec documents, neither as 

yard goods, nor in g a m e t s .  T h e  were, however, four aunes of veloutine with a gold 

background that was en route to Qu& in 1 757 when La Nouwlle Colts~rmt was 

captured on the high 
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