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Abstract 

Canada c o n s i s t s  of immigrants from a l 1  over  t h e  world - and 

it creates d i v e r s e  c u l t u r e s  i n  one s o c i e t y .  Arnong them, Asian 

immigrants from China and Japan have e s p e c i a l l y  exper ienced many 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  the e a r l y  pe r iod .  However, t hey  overcame t h o s e  

o b s t a c l e s  andarenowspendtheirlivesinthenewland. HowChinese 

and Japanese  m i n o r i t i e s  c r e a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  from t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d  

t o  p r e s e n t  i n t e r e s t s  m e  because 1 am a l s o  a member of a minor i ty ,  

a s  a Korean r e s i d e n t  i n  Japan. Also, 1 would l i k e  t o  examine how 

the p o l i c y o f m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s r n h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e l i v e s  of  t h o s e  

m i n o r i t i e s  i n  Canada. 

Th i s  t h e s i s  looks  a t  t h e  pe r iod  of t h e  e a r l y  immigrants from 

China and Japan be fo re  World War 11, and how they  have c r e a t e d  a 

new l i f e  i n  a  new land  f a r  from t h e i r  home c o u n t r i e s .  1 a l s o  look  



b r i e f l y a t t h e h i s t o r y o f m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m a n d h o w m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  

func t ions  in Canada. 
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Introduction 

Canada's Diverse E t h n i c  Groups 

Canada is regarded as one of t h e  most e t h n i c a l l y  d i v e r s e  

c o u n t r i e s  i n t h e w o r l d a n d h a s  been c a l l e d t h e  n a t i o n  o f  " the  e t h n i c  

mosaic". Another coun t ry  i n  North America, t h e  United S t a t e s ,  

whose popula t ion  a l s o  c o n s i s t s  of  immigrants f r o m  many c o u n t r i e s ,  

i s  c a l l e d  " t h e  na t i on  o f  t h e  r a c i a l  mel t ing  pot". The d i f f e r e n c e  

betweer, t h e  two n a t i o n s  i n  terms o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  v a r i o u s  

e t h n i c  groups and t h e  government i s  t h a t  t h e  Canadian government 

more p o s i t i v e l y  a l lows peop le  i n  t h e  count ry  t o  ma in t a in  and l i v e  

i n  t h e i r  own c u l t u r e s  brought  from t h e i r  home c o u n t r i e s .  

I n  order t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  them f u r t h e r ,  Canada's 1 9 7 1  

multiculturalismpolicyinitiatedbythe Trudeau governmentcannot  

be  ignored.  The p o l i c y t o l e r a t e s  people p o s s e s s i n g m a n y d i f f e r e n t  

c u l t u r e s ,  even though it may f a c e  some s e r i o u s  i s s u e s  on a c c e p t i n g  

" o t h s r  things".  There a r e  many e t h n i c  groups around t h i s  coun t ry  

and many p a r t i c u l a r  communities. Take t h e  c i t y  o f  Toronto,  s a i d  

t o  be " L i t t l e  Canadaf', f o r  example. Many e t h n i c  v i l l a g e s  e x i s t  

evexywhere i n  t h e  c i t y ,  and many d i f f e r e n t  languages can  be  heard  

on every  street. Toronto would never s t a n d  o u t  w i thou t  t h o s e  

v i l l a g e s ,  w h l c h  double t h e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  of  t h e  c i t y .  



According t o  Ramsey Cook, one of  t h e  CO-authors  of Canada: 

A-, ".-.Instead hard  work, c a r e f u l  thought ,  and t o l e r a n c e  

w e r e  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  t h a t  went i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  country .  "' 

Indeed, t h e  Canadian government has  accep ted  many immigrants from 

t h e  world over ,  but a t  t h e  s a m e  tirne, t h e  government m e t  many 

c o n f l i c t s  between t h o s e  rnembers. I n  o t h e r  words, the h i s t o r y  o f  

Canada can be s a i d  t o  be a h i s t o r y  of both  t o l e r a t i o n  and c o n f l i c t s  

between m a j o r i t y  and mino r i t y .  The members w e r e  c a l l e d  

" i m m i g r a n t s " i n t h e  f i r s t p l a c e ;  theyhavebecome"minor i t i es"af te r  

t h e  firstgenerationenteredthe countrydespitenumerousbarriers. 

The government o f  Canada s t a r t e d  t o  accep t  more immigrants 

f r o m  211 ove r  t h e  world i n  1896  when S i r  W i l f r i d  L a u r i e r  from t h e  

L i b e r a l  P a r t y  became t h e  P r i m e  Min i s t e r  i n  t h e  same yea r .  A t  t h a t  

t i m e ,  t h e  L a u r i e r  government wanted t o  r ec l a im  t h e  western  land,  

and t h e  gove rnmen tneeded to  h a v e m o r e p e o p l e t o d o  so .  S i n c e t h e n ,  

immigrants f r o m B r i t a i n  and France as w e l l a s  manyotherirnrnigrants  

f r o m e v e r y c o u n t r y ,  i n c l u d i n g a  numberof immigrants  f romEas tAs i an  

c o u n t r i e s ,  have corne t o  Canada and set up t h e i r  communities t o  s eek  

a new and b e t t e r  l i f e .  

1 a m  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Asian m i n o r i t i e s  i n  

Cook, Ramsey and et a l .  C a n a d a : t o r y .  Toronto: Clarke, I r w i n  
& Company Limited, 1963. Preface 



Canada because 1 ama l so  a  minor i ty ,  t h e t h i r d  gene ra t ion  ( s t r i c t l y  

speaking 2.5 genera t ion)  of  a  Korean r e s i d e n t  i n  Japan. M y  f a t h e r  

w e n t  £rom t h e  nor thern  p a r t  of  Korea when he  w a s  i n  h i s  20s t o  a t t e n d  

a Japanese  u n i v e r s i t y ,  and my rnother was born i n  Japan and grew 

u p t h e r e h e r e n t i r e l i f e .  M y f a t h e r s e t u p h i s  ownbusiness inTokyo,  

and m y  mother worked as one of  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  accountan ts  i n  a 

Korean-owned o f f i c e  i n  Tokyo. 

From my paren ts '  youth, f  o r e i g n e r s  i n  Japan have exper ienced 

much inconvenience i n  d a i l y  l i f e .  I n  t h e  TV i n t e rv i ew  I saw one 

day, one of t h e  fo re ign  s t u d e n t s  from Thailand accused a l o c a l  

l a n d l o r d o f  d i sc r imina t ion .  W h e n h e t r i e d t o  r e n d a n a p a r t m e n t n e a r  

h i s  s choo l  and t a l k  t o  a  l and lo rd ,  he w a s  denied a  room (1 b e l i e v e  

t h e  l a n d l o r d  denied h i m  w a s  because he w a s  from Asian c o u n t r y ) .  

A f t e r a n a r g u m e n t , t h e l a n d l o r d a s k e d h i m w h a t h e w a s d o i n g  i n J a p a n .  

H e  r e p l i e d  he w a s  a graduate student a t  the Unive r s i t y  of Tokyo, 

one of  t h e  b e s t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  Japan. Af te r  t h a t ,  t h e  l a n d l o r d  

suddenly  changed h i s  mind and s a i d  "Oh,  1 t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  on ly  one 

r o o m  a v a i l a b l e " .  

The government of Japan, proudly  claiming i t s e l f  a " r a c i a l l y  

homogeneous nation", enforces  u n j u s t t r e a t m e n t o f  f o r e i g n e r s .  For 

i n s t a n c e ,  t hegove rnmen to f Japanneve ra l l ows  s t u d e n t s  f r o m f o r e i g n  



high schools  i n  Japan, such a s  Korean schools  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

schools ,  t o  t a k e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  exans  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

a l though t h e i r  curr iculums are equa l  t o  Japanese h igh  s choo l s .  

Moreover, t hose  s tuden t s  never  get an ordinaxy s t u d e n t  d i s c o u n t  

cornmuter pass ,  bu t  have t o  pay a h ighe r  r a t e .  I t  s e e m s  that t h e  

government s t i l l  t r e a t s  f o r e i g n  sys tems as a cause f o r  exc lus ion .  

However, t h e  government o f  Japan has g r adua l ly  become m o r e  

open t o  "ou ts iders"  (non-Japanese) ,  and i t s  p o l i c i e s  towards 

f o r e i g n e r s  have slowly tended t o  loosen.  A few y e a r s  ago, t h e  

no to r ious  f i n g e r p r i n t i n g o n t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f a l i e n  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  

which must be c a r r i e d  a l 1  t h e  t i m e ,  was abo l i shed  on ly  f o r  Korean 

r e s i d e n t s  who were born and brought  up i n  Japan. However, al1 

f o r e i g n e r s  of temporary r e s i d e n c e  s t i l l  need t o  f i n g e r p r i n t  ( l e f t  

f o r e f i n g e r )  i t .  Even though t h e r e  a r e  some improvements towards 

f o r e i g n e r s ,  many i s s u e s  s t i l l  c o n f r o n t  them. 

Unlike t h e  goverment  o f  Japan,  t h e  government of  Canada has  

actually been fac ing  many i s s u e s  o f  m i n o r i t i e s  f o r  more t h a n  

decades; t he re fo re ,  Canada's p o l i c i e s  towards m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  one 

of t h e  best examples of how t o  a c c e p t  t hose  new members, systems,  

a n d l i v e t o g e t h e r .  ThoserelationsbetweenCanadars o p e n p o l i c i e s ,  

r epresen ted  as m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  and t h e  m i n o r i t i e s  a t t r a c t  m e  



showing in how people are able to develop their own lives under 

the policy. 

On the other hand, the government still has many issues to 

solve with regard to minorities. Although the government makes 

every effort to accept cultural dif ference, bias against "visible 

minorities" still exists in the society. There rarely exist any 

noticeable conflicts such as the Vancouver Riot in September 1907 

between Japanese immigrants and people who sought governmental 

restriction of immigrants f rom Asian countries, but the racial 

issues are still here. 

For instance, even on multiculturalism, Canadaf s 

distinguishing policy, people think that it may not be well 

functioning. Some people insist that rnulticulturalism would 

divide the nation and remove individual freedom becâuse the policy 

strengthens the rights of the group. Furthemore, the others fear 

that the priority of multiculturalism is always only for cultures 

of minority groups, so it may threaten the maintenance dominance 

of English and French culture and language. However, Canada 

currently atternpts the challenge of making an ideal society - 

peacefulcoexistence inmutualprosperityof allpeople possessing 

difference. It is certainly difficult to achieve such society, 



b u t  it is worth trying for the future. 

This thesis will be extensively examined by looking at the 

background of Asian minorities, particularly Chinese, Korean, and 

Japanese people, with respect to their prospects for the future. 

In addition, the thesis willalso lookatthetransition of Canadian 

policy towards minoritîes and will be mainly focused on 

multiculturalism, the functions it plays and what changes it has 

brought for minorities. 



1. E a r l y  fiamigtants f tom China and Japan 

1. Worldwide situation of migtation 

Afte r  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  revolu t ion  i n  t h e  United Kingdom i n  t h e  

r n i d d l e 0 f t h e 1 8 ~ ~ c e n t u r y ~  productiontechnologyusingsteamengines 

developed rap id ly ,  and advanced i n d u s t r i e s  began t o  introduce it 

a l 1  over t h e  world. Transporta t ion systems, e s p e c i a l l y  s e a c r a f t  

development, a l s o  showed much progress a t  t h e  same time. Many more 

people were a b l e  t o  t r a v e l  across  t h e  oceans and go t o  further 

places .  

Ambitioris people began t o  compete i n  f ind ing  new lands over 

theoceanstoexpandtheirterritories, i n f l u e n c e t h e i r " c i v i 1 i z e d "  

power over t h e  na t ive  people, and seek more wealth on t h e  lands.  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  some people s t a r t e d  t o  move ou t  from t h e i r  na t ive  

countries and look f o r  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  and i n  a new land t o  s e t t l e  

down. 

Consequently, many people s t a r t e d  t o  emigrate t o  Canada from 

Europe. Ful l -scale  immigration t o  Canada was from France i n  t h e  

1 7 t h  century. '  A t  the same t i m e ,  English people a l s o  came t o  Canada 

t o  d a i m  t h a t  Canada was t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  Discord between French 

' Ohara ,  Yuko and Banba, Shinya.  Gaise tsu  K;iCLdEad-Shi .  Tokyo: Yûhinkaku, 
1984, pp.24 



a n d E n g l i s h b r o u g h t a b o u t s e v e r a l w a r s  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r s u p r e m a c y  

i n  Canada. A f t e r  t h e  French and I n d i a n  War (1754-63) , which 

f i n a l i z e d  E n g l i s h  dominance, England began t o  i n c r e a s e  i ts  power 

o v e r  Canada. 

2 .  Situation i n  Canada: active zecruiwnt of immigrants 

The h i s t o r y  of Asian  emigran t s  t o  Canada s e e m s  t o  be  one of 

the most dynamic s t o r i e s  i n  Canadian h i s t o r y  because  many p e o p l e  

£rom Asian r e g i o n  and c u l t u r e  moved t o  t h e  new l a n d  far away f r o m  

t h e i r  n a t i v e  p l a c e  o v e r t h e  P z c i f i c  Ocean. U n t i l t h e m i d d l e  o f  t h e  

1 8 ~ ~  cen tu ry ,  most emigran t s  i n  Canada w e r e  from Europe. and t h e y  

had a l r e a d y  s t a r t ed  t o  set t le i n  b e f o r e  t h e  Asian  emigrants ;  i t  

cou ld  be assumed t h a t  Asian emigran t s  rnight face c o n f l i c t s  between 

"abor ig ines"  f rom Europe who p o s s e s s e d  a  d i f  f e r e n t  r a c e  and s o c i a l  

background. 

T h e C a n a d i a n g o v e r m e n t a t t h a t t i m e w a n t e d t o d e v e l o p c e n t r a l  

and wes tern  r e g i o n s  a n d t o o k a  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e t o w a r d  r e c r u i t i n g  

many immigrants  ( c a p a b l e  and devo ted  farmers) £ r o m  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  

t o  l e t  them r e c l a i m  t h e  wes tern  l a n d ,  Because most of  Canada's 

p o p u l a t i o n  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  east (Upper and Lower canada13, 

Upper and Lower Canada w e r e  divided by t h e  River of O t t a w a .  I n  1791 ,  t h e  
British government acceded to t h e i r  d e m a n d s  and passed t h e  Costitutional 



and most of t h e  c e n t r a l  and western lands  w e r e  no t  developed enough 

a t  t h a t  tirne, t h e  government aimed t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  f e r t i l e  western 

land  wi th  t h o s e  immigrantsr help, i n c r e a s e  more populat ion i n  t h e  

wider a r ea ,  and g e t  more wealth from those  a r e a s .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  a t t r a c t  many more immigrants t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  and 

wes t e rn reg ions ,  theCanadiangovernrnentattemptedtocommercialize 

i t s e l f .  I n  1896,  C l i f  f o r d  S i f ton ,  an a b l e  Canadian Min i s t e r  of  t h e  

I n t e r i o r  a t  t h a t  time, vigorously  a c t e d  t o  r e c r u i t  more farmers  

4 t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h o s e  r eg ions .  Mi l l ions  of p o s t e r s  and brochures  t o  

a d v e r t i s e  t h e  r eg ions  w e r e  published and descr ibed  them a s  'the 

l and  of f u l l  oppor tun i t i e s " ,  'a home of mi l l i ons" .  Every e f f o r t  

w a s  made because the government sought more people t o  c u l t i v a t e  

t h e  lands ,  t o  g e t  further resouxces, and t o  s t r eng then  t h e  n a t i o n  

i t s e l f  . 

3. Asian Values 

The reasons  whyrnanypeople fromAsia emig ra t ed tocanadawere  

var ious .  Those emigrants  might have f e l t  t h a t  t h e  cornmunities t o  

A c t  which r ep laced  t h e  province  of Quebec with t h e  province of  Upper Canada 
i n  t h e  W e s t  and Lower Canada i n  t h e  e a s t .  The wes tern  reg ion  was a n  
English-speaking province  and t h e  east w a s  dominated by French-speaking 
people  (quoted f r o m  Ramsey, and e t  a l .  pp. 17)  

Francis ,  Douglas, and Kimura, Kazuo, eds. The Re- and People of 
s tor lca  1 A ~ r i r o a & .  Tokyo: Dobunkan Shuppan, 1993. pp. 168 



whichtheybelongedwerenotsufficientto e n j o y t h e i r l i v e s b e c a u s e  

of A s i a n  " o l d  values" .  Because o f  t h e  o l d  v a l u e s ,  some p e o p l e  

s u f f e r e d ,  and  t h e y  had sometimes been humiliated i n  t h e i r  l i f e .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h o s e  " o l d  t r a d i t i o n s "  a r e  s t i l l  r e g a r d e d  a s  

v a l u a b l e  i n  most o f  t h e  Asian  c o u n t r i e s .  

For i n s t a n c e  i n  Korea, because  o f  the  s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  i n  

Confucianism,  t h e  f i r s t  son  is  r e g a r d e d  as t h e  i n h e r i t o r  o f  h i s  

f a m i l y  t ree.  Due t o  t h i s  v a l u e ,  a lmos t  a l 1  Korean families a r e  

c o n g r a t u l a t e d  when a  boy i s  born,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a g i r l .  I f  a f emale  

baby i s  born ,  t h e  p e o p l e  of  t h e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

sometimes blame t h e  daughter- in- law f o r  g i v i n g  b i r t h  t o  a  g i r l .  

Also ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  of  Japan, t h e  v a l u e  o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s  s t i l l  

e x i s t s  even a t  t h i s  moment. People  £ r o m  ~urakurnin,'  b e i n g  used  t o  

r a n k  the l o w e s t  i n  t h e  Japanese  s o c i e t y  u n t i l  t h e  modern p e r i o d ,  

are s t i l l  r e g a r d e d  a s  "untouchables"  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  Burakumin ,  

who a r e  o f  a b s o l u t e l y  Japanese  o r i g i n  ( n e i t h e r  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n a l s  

n o r  b o r n  i n  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s ) ,  have been  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  

Burakunin (be ing  c a l l e d  " E t a "  i n  o l d  tirne) used t o  hold the job of  butchers, 
t anner s  and shoemakers, some occupat ions r e l a t e d  t o  animal sk ins .  I n  t h e  
Edo per iod ,  t h e  s o c i a l  h ierarchy system c a l l e d  Shinokosho ( i n  descending 
order :  w a r r i o r s  (samurai), peasants ,  a r t i s a n s ,  and merchants) e x i s t e d .  
Merchants s u p e r f i c i a l l y w e r e  p l a c e d i n t h e  bot tomby Shi-no-ko-sho; however, 
Burakumin were regarded a s  t h e  lowest s t r a t a  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .  I n  genera l ,  
t h i s  old e x e r c i s e  s t i l l  exists below t h e  s u r f a c e  a t  t h i s  moment, and people 
s t i l l  have d i sc r imina t ion  a g a i n s t  them even though t h e  class system was 
t o t a l l y  abo l i shed  i n  1872.  



i n  most c a s e s  i n  employment and marr iage .  

I t  would be p robab le  t h a t  t h e  emigran t s  t o  Canada wanted t o  

s e t t l e  in t h e  new l a n d  t o  e s cape  from t h o s e  'old t r a d i t i o n s "  and 

t o  seek more freedom there. A t  the same t i m e ,  it is a l s o  p o s s i b l e  

t h a t  emigran t s  from Asian  c o u n t r i e s  t r i e d  t o  s t a y  t e m p o r a r i l y  i n  

t h e  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  t o  g a i n  more weal th  t h a t  they w e r e  n o t  able 

t o  make i n  t h e  n a t i v e  c o u n t r i e s .  A t  any r a t e ,  emigran t s  sough t  and 

expec ted  more chances i n  e v e r y  way i n  t h e  unseen l and .  

II. C h i n e s e  Iamigrants 

1. Situation in C h i n a  in the late 1 7 ~  C e n t u t y  

China faced  a  c r i t i c a l  m o m e n t  f r o m  t h e  middle of the 17'~ 

Century: bo th  domes t i c a l l y  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  A t  t h a t  tirne, t h e  

Chinese i rnper ia lgovernment  n e i t h e r  f unc t i oned  w e l l  nor  w e r e  t h e r e  

c apab l e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s .  Dis tu rbances  from f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  

t h e  domest ic  s i t u a t i o n  severely t h r e a t e n e d  China ' s  s o v e r e i g n t y .  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i s o r d e r s  around China w e r e  

s e r i o u s  a t  t h a t  moment and a f f e c t e d  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  l o c a l  peop le .  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  the sou the rn  part of  China w a s  s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  

by the B r i t i s h  fcrces. I n  1839,  China fought  t h e  Opium War a g a i n s t  

B r i t a i n  and l o s t  i n  1842 ;  consequent ly ,  China was f o r c e d  t o  open 



f i v e  p o r t s ,  pay huge i ndemni t i e s ,  g i v e  Hong Kong and China' s t a r i f f  

autonomyto B r i t a i n .  F romtha t  tirne on, e v e r y a u t h o r i t a t i v e  p o l i c y  

i n  Hong Kong was m a d e  by B r i t i s h  peop le ,  n o t  by Chinese themse lves .  

Secondly, China f a c e d  much d i s o r d e r  i n  d ip lornat ic  r e l a t i o n s  

w i t h  Japan-  P a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Japan,  i rnper ia l i sm from Europe w a s  on 

t h e  rise. Japan, s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by Western ideas, t r i e d  t o  

expand i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s  i n  As ia .  S i m i l a r l y  t o  t h e  O p i u m  War 

(1840-42), China fought  t h e  Sino-Japanese War i n  1894  and  a g a i n  

l o s t  t h e  war. Japan ' s  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  w a r  gave Japan conf idence ,  

and t h e  Japanese  government began t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it migh t  be a b l e  

t o  c a t c h  up t o  t h o s e  Western c o u n t r i e s .  A f t e r  t h e  v i c t o r y ,  t h e  

Japanese  government d e s i r e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  huge empire under  t h e  

s l ogan  of Fukoku ~ y ô h e i . ~  Japan  as a n a t i o n  r a p i d l y  modernized 

i t s e l f  on t h e  one hand; o t h e r  As ian  c o u n t r i e s  s e r i o u s l y  s u f f e r e d  

f r o m  Japanese  t r o o p s  d u r i n g  World War II on t h e  o t h e r  hand. 

Th i rd ly ,  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  Chinese domest ic  problems, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  regard ing  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  weakness. A t  t h e  end of t h e  

Qing  Dynasty, t h e  i m p e r i a l  government no l onge r  f u n c t i o n e d  

c o m p e t e n t l y i n  eve ry  s t a t e  a f f a i r .  Because o f  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  

In English, translated as "rich country and strong army". In the Meiji 
period, capitalism/imperialism from the West influenced in Japari, and the 
government tried to show its "equal" power to the Great Power r ia t ions ,  such 
as the United States, Britain, and the Netherlands. At that t h e ,  Japan 



foreign powers whose various influences included Christian 

missionaries, opium traf fic, and limitations of China's 

7 sovereignty, the Chinese imperial state itself was severely 

impoverished. 

Fourthly, dense population pressure in SouthernChina caused 

many local people to emigrate overseas. M o s t  of the Chinese 

emigrants were from rural areas in the Southern part and worked 

there as peasants. At that time, peasants were overcrowded in the 

area, and many of them abandoned farming. When many peasants grew 

in limited areas, farming land became less available, and 

consequently poverty and hunger increased. 8 The population 

pressure was especially severe in the Guandong delta. By the late 

1 g C h  century overall densities were about 600 persons per square 

kilometer, although density variations within the region and per 

unit of crop land were enormous.' 

Lastly, the burden of taxation was too harsh to pay for those 

peasants. The land ownership in Guandong as a whole, and in the 

delta in particular, was concentrated in the hands of the few 

quickly began to establish military forces. 
' Wickberg, pp.6 
"itchie, Neville A. i e  C u n e s e  j n S w n  New 

eteenth Cent=. Dunedin: Ph. D. thesis. The Univesity of 
Otago, 1986. 

Fu-keung Ip, David, lfzhe Desi- of Rural nevelo~ment: Ex~erlence from South 
G h i ~ :  Ph.D. thesis. University of British Columbia, 1979. pp.22-97 



l a n d l o r d s  : ' O  t h a t  means r i c h  peop le  became r i c h e r ,  poor  peop le  became 

p o o r e r .  About t a x a t i o n  f o r  peasants i n  Guandong, Chen Han-seng 

n o t e s  : 

T h e  r e n t ,  which is u s u a l l y  p a i d  i n  g r a i n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

a l1  i t s  consequent  burdens,  c r u s h e s  t h e  p e a s a n t  60-90% 

of  a l 1  t h e  p e a s a n t  f a m i l i e s  a r e  i n  d e b t  ... The u s u a l  

i n t e r e s t  charged on a l o a n  i n  grain i s  30% f o r  s i x m o n t h s  ..." 

From t h o s e  c r i t i ca l  s i t u a t i o n s  such as 

d o r n e s t i c / i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i s t u r b a n c e s ,  t o o  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  heavy  

t a x a t i o n  i n  l o c a l  a r e a s  i n  China, it would n o t  be a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  

d e c i s i o n  forthepeoplegoingoverseastosettleinthenewcountry. 

2. Hard work and discrimination in Canada 

Emigra t ion  from China t o  Canada, e s p e c i a l l y  t o  B r i t i s h  

.- 
Columbia, began i n  the 1850's .  lL A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h o s e  Chinese p e o p l e  

expec ted  t h a t  Canada had much b e t t e r  job  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a n  t h e  

U .  S. I n  t h e  rniddle o f  t h e  19' \entury,  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  t h e  Uni ted  

S t a t e s  a t t r a c t e d  many people  because  o f  t h e  g o l d  r u s h .  Because o f  

t h e  rush ,  C a l i f o r n i a  was ove rpopu la ted  wi th  many g o l d  h u n t e r s  f rom 

i n a n d o u t s i d e o f t h e S t a t e s ; t h e g o l d s e e k e r s g a t h e r e d i n C a l i f o r n i a  

'O Wickberg, pp. 5 
" Chen, Han-seng. Landlord and Peas-. N e w  York: 1936. pp. ix-x  



t o  d r e a m o f m a k i n g t h e i r  f o r t u n e .  Butsome peop le  f e l t  t h a t  f i n d i n g  

o t h e r  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  w a s  c r u c i a l ,  and  began came 

up t o  t h e  f a r  n o r t h .  

Chinese  p e o p l e  wereno  e x c e p t i o n .  A t t h a t t i m e ,  m o s t c h i n e s e  

p e o p l e  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  w e r e  from t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t a l  p r o v i n c e  of 

~ u a n d o n g a n d t h e n e i g h b o r i n ~ c o a s t a l p r o v i n c e  o f ~ u j i a n , ' ~ t h a t w e r e  

known as  r u r a l  a r e a s  f u l l  of pover ty .  They went a c r o s s  t h e  ocean 

t o  f i n d  more j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  t h e y  must have found j o b s  t o  f e e d  

their f a m i l i e s -  M a n y C h i n e s e p e o p l e c a m e u p t o t h e n o r t h , V i c t o r i a ,  

t o  s e e k  b e t t e r  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and more wea l th ,  as o t h e r  

e m i g r a n t s  from o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  did, 

T h e  f i rs t  f u l l - s c a l e  group o f  Ch inese  people  a r r i v e d  i n  

V i c t o r i a  on June  28, 1858.14 One of  t h e  r e a s o n s  why many Chinese  

t r a v e l e d  n o r t h  was t h a t  a  Chinese merchant ,  Ah Hong, a n  a g e n t  from 

a Chinese  Company i n  San Francisco ,  a d v e r t i s e d  a "hopeful"  p i c t u r e  

i n  Canada ( h e  c la imed t o  have been of f e r e d  a job  a s  a cook a t  twen ty  

d o l l a r s  p e r  day)  .15 T h i s  o p t i m i s t i c  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  a t t r a c t e d  more 

Chinese  £rom C a l i f o r n i a  t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia. In 1860-61, a b o u t  

" Wickberg, pp. 5 
l 3  ibid,  pp.7 
l 4  ib id ,  pp. 13 
l 5  Francis and Kimura, pp. 197 



Chinese  l a b o r e r s  w e r e  l u r e d  t o  Canada by a c o n t r a c t  l a b o r  sys tem 

c o n n e c t i n g  Hong Kong and V i c t o r i a  i n  t h e  1880s." A t  t h â t  t i m e ,  

manych inese  immigrants  s e r v e d a s  coolies,'emanuallaborers. When 

t h e  Chinese  l a b o r e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  Canada, t h e y  had  t o  pay t h e  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  fee £rom t h e i r  h o m e  c o u n t r y  t o  Canada, a l o n g  w i t h  

food and l o d g i n g  c o s t s . "  

One of  t h e  Ch inese  e m i g r a n t s  from Hong Kong t o l d  h i s  

background i n  an i n t e r v i e w .  'O Dock Y i p ,  f rom Guangdong p r o v i n c e ,  

w h o l a t e r b e c a m e t h e f i r s t A s i a n C a n a d i a n c a l l e d t o t h e b a r ,  d e v o t i n g  

h imse l f  t o  changes i n  t h e  Chinese Immigrat ion A c t ,  s a i d  h i s  g r e a t  

g r a n d f a t h e r c a m e t o  Canada a t t h e t i m e  o f  t h e  g o l d r u s h i n t h e  1850s. 

H i s  f a t h e r  looked a f t e r  h i s  c o u s i n s  w e l l  and  brought  many r e l a t i v e s  

o v e r  from China.  As many Chinese  p e o p l e  r e s p e c t  r e c e i v i n g  h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n ,  Dock Yip, born  i n  1905 i n  Vancouver, a l s o  went t o  

u n i v e r s i t y  t o  s t u d y  law. H e  e x p e r i e n c e d  much d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  

VancouverwhentheChinese  I m m i g r a t i o n A c t c a m e i n t o  e f f e c t i n 1 9 2 3 " ,  

l E  Ibid, pp. 198 
" Chan, Antony B. Gold M o u n t a n :  The Chinese in the New W O U .  Vancouver: 
New Star Books Ltd., 1983. pp.43 
l8 The term comes from the Chinese word kuli, meaning "bitter strength". 
(quoted from Chan, pp.39)  
l 9  ibid, pp.43 
'O Huang, Evelyn, -: V o i c e s  from a Co-. Vancouver: 
Douglas & McIntyre Ltd., 1992. pp.4 
" No more Chinese emigrants were allowed to immigrate to Canada during 



and he  fought  a g a i n s t  t h e  u n f a i r  t r ea tmen t  l a t e r  on. 

The i n c r e a s e  o f  Chinese immigrants had an important  reason: 

t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  k in sh ip  r e l a t i o n s .  Chinese r e l a t i v e s  c a l l e d t h e i r  

r e l a t i v e s  from t h e i r  home region,  and they  came t o  Canada 

subsequent ly ,  r e l y i n g o n  r e l a t i v e s '  he lp .  This "cha inemigra t ion"  

enab led  more Chinese t o  go a c r o s s  t h e  ocean. I n  Asian c o u n t r i e s  

g e n e r a l l y ,  f ami ly  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is very  c lo se ,  and r e l a t i v e s  t a k e  

care of weaker members o f  t h e  family  o r  r e l a t i v e s .  Because of  t h i s  

c u l t u r a l  va lue ,  more Chinese came t o  Canada. 

Once Chinese immigrants s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  new land,  t h e y  worked 

d i l i g e n t l y  and played an  impor tant  r o l e  i n  Canada; Bui ld ing  t h e  

Canadian P a c i f i c  Railways (CPR) i s  one of t h e  most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

achievements o f  Chinese immigrants. O n  October 7 ,  1877, t h e  

V i c t o r i a  Colonist, a l o c a l  newspaper, announced that t h e  Canadian 

government had a t  l a s t  c a l l e d  f o r  t e n d e r s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  

r a i l r o a d  t h a t  had been promised s i x  yea r s  be fore ,  when B r i t i s h  

7 1  

Columbia e n t e r e d  t h e  Confederation. '-  

A f t e r t h e  cons t ruc t i onbegan ,  some 1,500 expe r i encedch inese  

r a i l r o a d  workers came from t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  1880 and 1881.'~ 

I n  1881, Andrew Onderdonk, an American c o n t r a c t o r  h i r e d  by t h e  

1923-1947. 
'' Wickberg, pp.20 



federal g o v e r m e n t ,  a r r a n g e d  f o r  two t housand  more workers  from 

Hong Kong f o r  t h e  CPR c o n s t r u c t i o n . "  Onderdonk, a c a p a b l e  man who 

b e l i e v e d i n C h i n e s e c a p a b i l i t y i n c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  h i r e d w h i t e w o r k e r s  

from San F r a n c i s c o  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  A f t e r  the Whites gave up 

d u e t o  s eve rework ingcond i t i ons ,  h e t h e n h i r e d m o r e c h i n e s e w o r k e r s  

f r o m  San F r a n c i s c o  and P o r t l a n d ,  Oregon." Henry Cambie, t h e  

s u r v e y o r  a n d e n g i n e e r  f o r  t h e  CPR, l a t e r d e s c r i b e d t h e m a s  " t r a i n e d  

gangs o f  rockmen, as good a s  1 e v e r   sa^."'^ 

During t h e  CPR c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  Ch inese  workers  s u f f e r e d  £rom 

many a c c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i tes,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r ac i sm.  

Some peop le  such  as Onderdonk t r u s t e d  t h e  d i l i g e n c e  of  t h e  Chinese  

peopleinconstructionontheone hand; otherswerehostiletowards 

d i l i g e n t  Chinese  p e o p l e  on t h e  o t h e r  hand. Not o n l y  t h e  working 

environment ,  but a l s o  t h e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  caused  much s u f f  e r i n g  

and some d e a t h s  a l o n g  t h e  r a i lway . "  M o r e o ~ e r ,  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  

whi te  r a i l w a y  workers  w e r e  n o t  r a r e .  I n  a r a c e  r i o t  i n  L y t t o n  i n  

1880,  a Chinese  man was b e a t e n  t o  d e a t h  when the Chinese  v i l l a g e  

was set a f i r e m Z 8  Wickberg argues on rac i sm towards  Ch inese  workers  

- -- 

2 3  i b i d ,  pp.21 
'' i b i d ,  pp.21 
2 5  F r a n c i s  and K i m u r a  pp. 198 
'"Wickberg, pp.21 
27 ib id ,  pp.23 

Wright, R i c h a r d ,  T h o m a s .  -ae TLand: a Pictorial Record of the 
inese in C m  1788-1973. Saskatoon: Western P r o c u c e r  P r a i r i e  Books, 



a s  follows: 

..Accidents w e r e  f requent,  with many more Chinese than 

whites a s  vic t ims,  a f a c t  t h a t  mani fes t s  t h e  r a c i s t  

approachoftherailwaycompany. The companyevenissued 

acc ident  f i g u r e s  t h a t  excluded t h e  Chinese. (23) 

Today, t h e  Chinese i n  Canada have a saying that a Chinese 

workerdiedforeveryfootofrailroadthroughthecanyons.'3 Though 

t h e  dea ths  d i d  not reach t h e  oft-quoted one Chinese f o r  every foo t  

o r  t i e ,  t h e r e  were over s i x  hundred deaths ,  more than  one per  mile 

on t h e  s e c t i o n  they  worked. Many Chinese immigrants performed 

great s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  completionof t h e  CPRuntilmany Chinese w e r e  

dismissed from t h e  r a i l r o a d  construct ion companies. 3 1 

Immigrants from China had a more d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  because of 

several p r o v i n c i a l / f e d e r a l  p o l i c i e s  a g a i n s t  Chinese immigration. 

In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  many Chinese faced considerable  r a c i s m  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia  where more Asian immigrants res ided  due t o  t h e  proximity 

t o  t h e i r  homeland. A s  Chinese immigrants a r r i v e d  the re ,  t h e r e  was 

no d o u b t t h a t t h e r e  was a conf l ic tbe tween "aborigines" fromEurope 

and "new corners" Chinese (Asian immigrants).  The completion of 

1988. pp.7 
W i c k b e r g ,  pp.24 

30 Wrightt pp.7 
3' W i c k b e r g ,  p ~ . ? 6  



r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  around i n  1886~' caused  mass ive  unernployment 

f o r  t h e  Chinese   labourer^.^^ One o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  o f  c o n f l i c t  was 

because  t h o s e  unemployed Ch inese  workers might  take o v e r  al1 t h e  

j o b s  which w h i t e  people  were "supposed" t o  r e c e i v e .  

TheCanadiangovermentoncepositivelyrecruitedimigrants 

n o t  o n l y  from China b u t  a l s o  f r o m  o t h e r  As ian  c o u n t r i e s .  However, 

after the number of Asian immigrants  i n c r e a s e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia, w h i t e s r  h o s t i l i t y  a g a i n s t  As ian  immigrants  

became s t r o n g e r .  Whites i r i  B r i t i s h  Columbia f e a r e d  t h a t  "new 

comer"Asianimmigrants ,  whodidnotsharetheirculturalbackground 

o r  r a c e ,  might  occupy t h e i r  " t e r r i t o r y "  where t h e y  had a l r e a d y  

s e t t l e d  down. T h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia p a r l i a m e n t  s u b m i t t e d  a b i l l  i n  

1 8 9 4  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  government t o  l i m i t  nurnbers of emigxants  from 

c h i n a .  " Consequent ly ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  government a l lowed B r i t i s h  

Columbia t o  r e v i s e  the p a r l i a m e n t a r y  p o l i c y  on Chinese  head-tax 

i n  1885,'5 which p reven ted  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  Chinese  and o t h e r  Asian 

immigrants  a s  w e l l .  

Chinese  p a i d  a h e a v y t a x  f o r t h e r n s e l v e s .  S t a n i s l a w  Andracki  

- .  . - - 
32 Roy,  P a t r i c i a  E .  6 W h i t e  -Province:Biritishia PLitlcians and 

. V a n c o u v e r :  Un ive r s i ty  of 
B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  P r e s s ,  1989.  pp-61 
33 W r i g h t ,  pp.7 
34  T h e  b i l l ,  was p r e s e n t e d  f r o m  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  several 
t i m e s ;  h o w e v e r ,  it w a s  rejected by t h e  federal g o v e r n m e n t .  
35 Francis and K i m u r a  pp.200 



a r g u e s  on t h e  head-tax systern t h a t  "The p e r i o d  o f  u n r e s t r i c t e d  

immigrat ion ended1885; theper iodof thehead- tax  s y s t e m f r o m 1 8 8 5  

t o  1 9 2 3 . " ~ ~  Under t h e  Dominion C h i n e s e  Immigrat ion A c t  o f  1885, 

t h e  head-tax was r a i s e d  y e a r  a f t e r  yea r :  $50 i n  1885, $100 in 1901, 

and $500 i n  1 9 0 4 . ~ '  I n  1908, Ch inese  paid $500 t a x  p l u s  $200 more 

f o r d e p o s i t p e r  Chinese? A s m e n t i o n e d b e f o r e ,  Chinese  p e o p l e h a v e  

s t r o n g  k i n s h i p  r e l a t i o n s  - when one  went t o  ove r seas ,  h e  e v e n t u a l l y  

c a l l e d  for h i s  f a m i l y / r e l a t i v e s  a f t e r  he  s e t t l e d  down. The 

head-tax sys tem f u n c t i o n e d  so t h a t  no more c h a i n  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  

Canada was a l lowed  a c r o s s  t h e  ocean.  

Chinese  peop le  f a c e d  a most s e v e r e  t i m e .  I n  1923, t h e  House 

of Commons d i s c u s s e d a  Chinese  I m m i g r a t i o n A c t t h a t w o u l d v i r t u a l l y  

t e r m i n a t e  f u r t h e r  C h i n e ~ e i m m i g r a t i o n . ' ~  The A c t ,  undoubtedly ,  w a s  

aimed o n l y  a t  Chinese ,  Even b e f o r e  1923 ,  s e v e r a l  Immigra t ion  A c t s  

w e r e  e n f o r c e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Chinese :  1885, 1900, and 1903 ( t h o s e  acts 

i n c l u d e d s u c h a s t h e C h i n e s e h e a d - t a x s y s t e r n ) .  A b i l l w a s p r e s e n t e d  

t h a t  would exc lude  a l 1  Chinese  e x c e p t  c o n s u l s ,  rnerchants, and 

36 Andracki, Stanislaw. w o n  of O r i e n t à l â  -O C u d a :  with S ~ e c u  
Peference to C h i n e s e .  New York: Arno P r e s s  Inc.,  1978. Preface 
37 Francis and Kimura pp.200 
38 ibid. pp.201 
39 ibid,  pp. 141, 1 4 5  
T h e  Chinese Immigration Act went i n t o  effect on Canada Day, J u l y  1, 1923. 
T h e  Chinese marked the  day as "Humiliation Day". 



students :" no more blue-collar workers allowed. Soon after this 

Act became effective, the growth of the Chinese communities ended 

inCanadaforthenext25 years." Forinstance, in1922, 810Chinese 

immigrated to Canada, down from the high immigration years of 

1911-13 which each brought over 6,000, In 1923 there were 811 

r 7 

immigrants, but by 1924 there were only 15.'- From the government 

point of view, the Act successfully worked for the termination of 

further Chinese immigrants. 

The Act seriously humiliated Chinese ethnic identity and 

comrnunities- Only Chinese people hadto register, and acquisition 

of Canadian citizenship would be more difficult for Chinese than 

for any other immigrant groups. An article in the Chinese Times 

on June 17, 1923 pointed out the discrimination against Chinese 

naturalization into Canada as follows: 

... Chinese had first to present evidence of registration 
in the special Chinese registration drive of 1923, then 

to submit to an investigation by the Immigration 

Department and provide information about theix personal 

histories and conduct before being allowed to complete 

the usual naturalization formalities. 

' O  Wright, pp.12 
' Wickberg, pp.148 
The Chinese Immigration Act in 1923 was repealed in 1947. 
'' Wright, pp. 12 



As mentioned abave, the Act was also regarded as 'an act of 

betrayal" against Chinese. The Canadian government had actively 

promoted people £rom Asia to immigrate and welcomed them; however, 

the unexpected "gift" £rom the government to Chinese immigrants 

was definitely not a sweet one, Not only the government, but also 

the attitudes of other communities in British Columbia were harsh 

to Chinese. During the economic slurnp in al1 of Canada, proposals 

for the exclusion of Chinese were part of a general campaign in 

4 3 Vancouver. Much agitation against Chinese became the trend, and 

visible rninorities such  as Asians were always made the scapegoat 

for economic depression, layoffs, and lack of jobs. 

3. T h e  struggle against unfair trea-nt 

Chinese people were not always passive toward such trends; 

they also showed a strong spirit against the anti-Chinese 

(anti-Asian) atmosphere. At the end of the 1800s, most of the 

Chinese immigrants resided in Vancouver andvictoria. Especially 

in Victoria, the scale of Chinatown was rapidly booming. The 

population of Chinese further increased; consequently, there were 

many disputes arnong the community and outside. There was a 

4 3  Wickberg, pp.137 



d e s p e r a t e n e e d  f o r a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n o r  a l e a d e r t h a t w o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  

and t a k e  care of  a  nurnber o f  Chinese  immigrants.  The p o l i t i c a l  

u n f a i r t r e a t m e n t a g a i n s t c h i n e s e  w a s  accompaniedbyorganizational 

growth i n  Chinese comrnunities a c r o s s  Canada.44 There w e r e  f o u r  

b a s i c  k inds  of  Chinese communities:  t h e  community-wide body, t h e  

fraternal-politicalassociation, t h e d i s t r i c t  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d t h e  

c l a n  a s s o c i a t i o n .  

With t h e  demands, t h e  Chinese  Consol ida ted  Benevo len t  

A s s o c i a t i o n  (CCBA) of V i c t o r i a  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  June 1884. T h i s  

A s s o c i a t i o n  se rved  n o t  o n l y  t o  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  a n t i - C h i n e s e  

mood b u t  also t o  make e l a b o r a t e  e f f o r t s  t o  s e t t l e  social problems 

between Chinese immigrants i n  t h e  community. The p u r p o s e  of t h e  

CCBA w a s  as fo l lows:  

T h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n h a s  b e e n e s t a b f i s h e d i n o r d e r t o e x p r e s s  

o u r  feelings of  u n i t y ,  t o  undertake s o c i a l  w e l f a r e ,  t o  

s e t t l e d i s p u t e s ,  t o a i d t h e p o o r a n d t h e s i c k ,  t o e l i m i n a t e  

e v i l s  w i t h i n  t h e  community, and t o  defend t h e  community 

a g a i n s t  e x t e r n a l  t h r e a t . "  

Before  t h e  forma1 i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  CCBA, t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  cornmittee members appea led  f o r  d o n a t i o n s  of two 

4 4  Wickberg, pp.106 
4 5  Lee, Tung-hai (David T.H.Lee), Jianada M a o  s k .  Taipei: 1967. 
pp.179-186 (translated by Wickberg, pp.38) 



dollars per person to assist in the founding of the Association 

and in campaigning against discriminatory legislation, In a11, 

over 5,000 men paid their two dollars, representing about a third 

of the Chinese population in Canada at that tirne." This 

enthusiastic attitude of Chinese immigrants shows us how they 

devoted themselves to and long waited for the establishment of the 

organization that represented Chinese thernselves as Canadian 

citizens. The establishment of the CCBAwas very sensational even 

outside of the Chinese community, and it was said to be 'a de facto 

Chinese government in Canada". 4 7 

Furthermore, several new Chinese associations also emerged 

at the tirne the CCBA was established. There were three other kinds 

of Chinese associations established: the community-wide body, the 

fraternal-political association, the district association, and the 

clan asso~iation.~~ 

Although those associations were smaller in size than the 

CCBA, t h e y a l s o s e r v e d C h i n e s e i r n r n i g r a n t s o n a l o c a l b a s i s .  However, 

there were several large-scale associations established in the 

'' Wickberg, pp. 38 
4 7  L a i ,  Chuen-Yan, David. "TheChinese  Conso l ida t edBenevo len t  A s s o c i a t i o n  
i n  V i c t o r i a :  Its O r i g i n s  and Funct ions" ,  BC Studies, 15. (Autumn, 1972) 

Wickberg, pp. 106 



e a r l y  2oth c e n t u r y ,  such  a s  t h e  c l a n  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  4 9 t h e  

r e l i g i o n - a f f i l i a t e d  Chinese  C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  Ch inese  

Canadian c l u b .  'O Those a s s o c i a t i o n s  a l s o  f o u g h t  t h e  government'  s 

u n f a i r  t r e a t m e n t  of Chinese .  

I n p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h o s e a s s o c i a t i o n s  stronglyprotestedagainst 

t h e  Chinese Immigra t ion  Lawof J u l y l ,  1923- B y t h i s t i m e ,  a g e n e r a l  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  Ch inese  a s s o c i a t i o n s  was formed t o  i n v o l v e  many 

moreCh inesecomrnun i t i e s inana t t emp t toamend theb i11 ,  a n d f i n a l l y  

t h e  Chinese A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Canada was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Toron to  t h a t  

r e p r e s e n t e d  s e v e r a l m a j o r c h i n e s e  communit ies  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  5 1 

On A p r i l  29, 1 9 2 3 ,  o v e r  1 , 0 0 0  Ch inese  held a  meet ing  i n  Toron to  

t o  p r o t e s t  t h e  Act, and t h o s e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e n t  t o  O t t a w a  t o  lobby  

a g a i n s t  it. Although e v e r y  Chinese and community made a s  much 

e f f o r t  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  n o t o r i o u s  A c t  e v e n t u a l l y  came i n t o  e f f e c t  

on J u l y  1. However, t h e  e f f o r t  a g a i n s t  t h e  A c t  t a u g h t  t h e  Ch inese  

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  t h e i r  communities i n  Canada shou ld  b e  more 

c o n s o l i d a t e d  and u n i f i e d  a g a i n s t  e v e r y  u n f a i r  t r e a t m e n t .  

A f t e r  t h e  A c t ,  Chinese  communities became more mature.  Even 

4 5  These are o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of  people of  t he  same surname. Thei r  major 
funct ions  are concerned wi th  social s e r v i c e  and t h e  we l fa re  needs of t h e  
members. (quoted from Ujimoto, K .  V ic to r  and Hirabayashi ,  Gordon. E d s .  . - . . i ~ b l e ~ o r i t i e s  a n c i ~ l t i c u l ~ s m i n C a ~ .  Toronto: But terwor thand 
Company (Canada) Lirnited, 1980. pp.24)  
5 0 Wickberg, pp. 97 
'' i b i d ,  pp.142 



though they  faced worldwide economic d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  1920s-30s, 

t h e  Chinese o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s t r o v e  t o  look  a f t e r  t h e i r  own, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of  educa t ion ,  we l f a r e ,  and s o c i a l  

 service^.^' F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  Chinese s choo l i ng  f o r  t h e  younger 

gene ra t i on  w a s  newly i n s t i t u t e d .  According t o  one survey, t h e r e  

w e r e  twenty-six Chinese  part- t i rne s choo l s  w i t h  for ty-seven 

t e a c h e r s  i n  e l e v e n  l o c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  coun t ry  du r ing  t h e  1930's 

and 1940's t o  t e a c h  Chinese  language and c u l t u r a l  he r i t age .53  

Secondly, t h e  churches  f o r  Chinese wexe newly e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  

l a t e 1 9 2 0 f s  a n d t h e  1930 's .  Thosechurchesplayedanimportantrole 

t a k i n g  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  community and p layed  t h e  key r o l e  i n  

u n i t i n g  t h e  Chinese-born ( o l d  g e n e r a t i o n )  and Canadian-born (new 

g e n e r a t i o n )  Chinese.  Th i rd ly ,  t h e  mernbers of t h e  churches were 

involved with h o s p i t a l  s e r v i c e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of  s i c k  and e l d e r l y  

pe r sons .  A h o s p i t a l  cornmittee of  t h e  Chinese Assoc i a t i on  was 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  funds  raised throughout  t h e  Chinese  community on 

a  r e g u l a r  p e r i o d  t o  keep t h e s e  h o s p i t a l s  f o r  smooth running." 

Wi th  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  made by Chinese,  t h e  Chinese  communities 

becamemore s o l i d i n  s p i t e o f t h e i r  s t r u g g l e s  i n  t h e  newland.  They 

v i g o r o u s l y a c t e d t o  p r o t e c t t h e i r  r i g h t s  a s  Chinese-Canadians, a n d  

'' ibid, pp.170 
5 3  ibid, pp. 170 



theirprotests againstthegovernmentfs unfairtreatment continued 

until the Chinese Immigration Act was abolished in 1947. E3y that 

time, a generation shift had occurred among the communities, from 

older leaders (the Eirst generation of Chinese-born people) to the 

younger generation (Canadian-born people) who possessed new ideas 

far from the old values and a good command of English so they could 

fluently argue their own opinions with "white" Canadians. These 

changes are inevitable; at the same time, it is a l so  an important 

factor to live in the new land, not in China, The new generation 

still continues to protect its communities and rights in Canada. 

54  ibid, pp. 173 
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III. Japanese Inmigrants 

1. Reasons to d g r a t e  

Japanese began t o  emigrate t o  Canada from 1887 a f t e r  t h e  Edo 

1 per iod .  Japan enforced  t h e  Sakoku p o l i c y  f o r  more t h a n  250 yea r s  

topreventanyinterference f r o m o u t s i d e c o u n t r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y f r o m  

t h e  W e s t  dur ing  t h e  Tokugawa Shogunate.' Japanese people  w e r e  

p r o h i b i t e d  going o u t s i d e  from Japan o r  t r a d i n g  w i t h  Western 

c o u n t r i e s  . A ~ s o ,  t h e  Westerners such as  traders and m i s s i o n a r i e s  

were forb idden  t o  e n t e r  Japan at t h a t  t ime,  

One of t h e  reasons  why t h e  Tokugawa regime p r o h i b i t e d  t h e  

i n t e r a c t i o n  of  t h e  W e s t  w a s  because t h e  Shogunate f e a r e d  t h e  

adopt ion  of  C h r i s t i a n i t y  among o rd ina ry  people. C h r i s t i a n  

mis s iona r i e s ,  who preached t h a t  people were equal  under t h e  God, 

would cause  t h e  demise of a government t h a t  enforced  t h e  S h i -  

no-ko-sho4 class d i s t i n c t i o n .  Moreover, t h e  g o v e r m e n t  was 

Francis  and Kimura, pp.202 
' Sakokuis  t r a n s l a t e d a s  " t h e o f f i c i a l i s o l a t i o n p o l i c y " i n E n g l i s h .  A f t e r  
Tokugawa Ieyasu (1542-1616) se ized t h e  power and i n s t i t u t e d  h i s  n i l i t a r y  
government (Bakufu i n  Japanese) i n  1603, Japan enforced the  p o l i c y  t h a t  was 
announced i n  1637. Even a f t e r  I eyasu f s  death, the Tokugawa regime l a s t e d  
u n t i l  1886 when t h e  M e i j i  government, Japan's f i r s t  modernized (westernized) 
government, was es tab l i shed .  

However, only t h e  Dutch people w e r e  ab l e  t o  en te r  i n t o  only one p lace  i n  
Nagasaki ( c a l l e d  Dejima), Japan. Also, both Chinese and Korean were allowed 
t rad ing ,  c u l t u r a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  between Japan during t h e  
Tokugawa regime , 

See footnote  4 .  



f r i g h t e n e d  t h a t  t h o s e  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  Japan ( b o t h  C h r i s t i a n  

f o r e i g n e r s  a n d C h r i s t i a n J a p a n e s e )  wouldrebe laga ins t theTokugawa 

government and b r i ng  i n  t h e  Western t r o o p s  t o  overthrow t h e  

government. For t h e s e  reasons ,  a n y i n t e r a c t i o n s  between Japanese  

and f o r e i g n e r s  from t h e  W e s t  w e r e  t e rmina t ed  by t h e  Tokugawa's 

Sakoku p o l i c y .  

A f t e r  the r e p e a l  of t h e  Sokoku p o l i c y  t h a t  a l s o  meant t h e  

demiseoftheTokugawaShogunate,  Japancomple te lychangedi t smind .  

Japan qu i ck ly rnode rn i zed the  n a t i o n ;  a b s o r b e d t h e  knowledge o f l a w ,  

technology,  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s / t r a i n i n g  methods from t h e  wes te rn  

c o u n t r i e s ,  andinstitutedcompulsorymass educa t ion .  I n  t h e M e i j i  

p e r i o d ,  Japan r a p i d l y  expanded i t s  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  c a t c h  up w i th  and 

e v e n t u a l l y  wanted t o  s u r p a s s  t h e  " i n d u s t r i a l i z e d "  Western 

c o u n t r i e s .  

O n  t h e  one hand, t h e  Japanese  government w a s  t o o  focused on 

e x p a n d i n g i t s i n d u s t r i e s ;  o n t h e o t h e r h a n d ,  J a p a n n e g l e c t e d f u r t h e r  

a g r a r i a n  i n t e r e s t s .  The l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s  was s t i l l  

unimproved d u r i n g  t h e  Me i j i  p e r i o d ,  Even i n  t h e  former pe r i od ,  

p e a s a n t s  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  p l aced  i n  t h e  lowest  c l a s s  by t h e  Shi- 

no-ko-sho c l a s s  system. Peasants ,  t h e  most numerous m e m b e r s  i n  

Japan,  s t i l l s u f f e r e d  fromoverworkandoneroustaxes b y l a n d l o r d s .  



Consequent ly ,  t h e y  began t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a p l a c e  t o  l i v e  and t o  b r e a k  

every o l d  rule as w e l l .  

A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  M e i j i  government encouraged t h o s e  p e o p l e  

t o  work i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  b e c a u s e  t h e  çovernment e x p e c t e d  

more peop le  who w e n t o v e r s e a s  would e v e n t u a l l y b r i n g  f o r e i g n  money 

t o  Japan;  t h e  money would h e l p  the government expand more 

i n d u s t r i e s . '  I n  t h e s e  d r a s t i c  changes  of modern iza t ion  from t h e  

o u t d a t e d  f e u d a l i s t  p o l i c y ,  s o m e  p e o p l e  w e r e  confounded by t h o s e  

r a p i d  changes and s t a r t e d  t o  l o o k  f o r  more o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  f i n d  

a job and t o  se t t le  o u t s i d e  Japan .  

A t t h e e n d o f t h e 1 9 ' " c e n t u r y ,  Canadaactual lyneededJapanese 

l a b o r .  Canadian employers s t i l l  s o u g h t  a c n e a p e r  l a b o r  f o r c e  l i k e  

t h e  Chinese.  Although t h e  Chinese  head- tax  sys tem was e x e r c i s e d  

a t  t h a t  tirne, many employers were w i l l i n g  t o  h i r e  more Ch inese  t h a n  

Canadian l a b o r e r s  because  of  Chinese '  lower  s a l a r y .  When the 

number of Chinese immigrants Liecreased due  t o  t h e  Immigrat ion A c t ,  

t h e  employers soughtalternativelaborers w h o w o u l d w o r k d i l i g e n t l y  

and  cheaply ;  Japanese  immigrants  w e r e  t h e  b e s t  l a b o r  f o r c e  t o  

f u l f i l l  t h e i r  wishes .  

E a r l y  Japanese  emigran t s  w e r e  a l s o  from r u r a l  areas, l i k e  

T h e  Japanese Canadiancentennial Project. AJLe.aamof m e s :  t- 
Cana-. Toronto: Gilchrist Wright Inc., 1977. pp.12 



Chinese  people :  from Saga, Wakayama, Hiroshima, and  Kumamoto 

p r e f e c t u r e s ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  ~ a ~ a n . ~  Most o f  

theearlyJapaneseimigrantscametoCanadatosearchfortemporary 

j obs ,  n o t  on a permanent b a s i s .  I n  1897, when the CPR s t a r t e d  a 

d i r e c t  s e r v i c e  t o  Japan ( t h e  p o r t  of Yokohama) from Vancouver, t h e  

number of  t h e  Japanese  immigrants  i n c r e a s e d .  B y  1 9 0 1 ,  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  grew t o  4,138,  mos t ly  s i n g l e  men, who i n t e n d e d  t o  r e t u r n  

t o  Japan  a f t e r  t h e y  made a c e r t a i n  amount of money.' Moreover, 

B r i t i s h  Columbia was t h e  most p o p u l a r  p l a c e  f o r  many Japanese  

emigran ts toCanadabecause themi ldc l imateandgeographyresembled  

t h e i r  home coun t ry .?  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  S t e v e s t o n ,  a  s m a l l  f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia, became t h e  f i r s t  f r o n t i e r  v i l l a g e  o f  t h e  Japanese  

e m i g r a n t s .  Aman f r o m W a k a y a m a w r o t e a l e t t e r t o h i s  n a t i v e v i l l a g e  

ontheabundanceofsalrnoninthe F r a s e r  R i v e r a f t e r h e  f i r s t s e t t l e d  

i n  S t e v e s t o n  i n  1889." A f t e r  h i s  l e t t e r ,  rnany men from Wakayama 

fo l lowed  t h e r e  a f t e r  him and s e r v e d  a s  f i shermen.  L a t e r  on, t h e  

v i l l a g e  became known a s  "America-mura" o r  Arnerican v i l l a g e . "  A s  

F r a n c i s  and Kimura, pp.202 
The Japanese Canadian Centennia l  P r o j e c t ,  pp.13 

' i b i d ,  pp.13 
Makabe, Tomoko. m e  C-an S m .  Toronto: U n i v e r s i t y  of Toronto 

P res s ,  1998. pp.19 
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the community grew in Steveston, several organizations were 

instituted such as the Japanese Fishermenfs Hospital in 1895 to 

cure the yellow fever and typhus patients. The hospital was said 

tobeperhapsthe firstformofmedicare intheAmericanContinent.12 

From this small fishing village, Japanese immigrants gradually 

formed a community. 

Later on, many Japanese immigrants began to live in the inner 

city area, especially in the city of Vancouver. They began to seek 

to run their own businesses or small shops rather than rough work. 

By 1900, a cluster of barber shops, blacksmithies, candy stores, 

dry goods shops, cleaners, fish markets, greengroceries, 

restaurants and lodging houses around Powell Street were run by 

13 Japanese. Also, some Japanese engagedinthe import-export trade 

between Canada and Japan. 

2 .  The Japanese Society in Canada 

As the number of Japanese immigrants increased, several 

associations were formed. In 1934, there were approxirnately 84 

Japanese association units in British ~olumbia,'>nd most of them 

-- - 

Toronto: McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1976. pp.19 
l2 The Japanese Canadian Centennial Project, pp.24 
l 3  Adachi, pp.50 
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were organized from the end of the 1800s to the ea r ly  1900s. 

Province-wide associations were as follows: Canadian Japanese 

Association, CanadianJapaneseCitizensf League, CanadianJapanese 

Educational Association, and so forth. Among those units, the 

Canadian Japanese Association was one of the major associations 

organized in 1897 starting with 50 rnembers; its aim was to act as 

a social, political, economic, and educational society for all 

IS Japanese in Canada. Later on, the second generation (translated 

as N i s e i  in Japanese) of Japanese immigrants formed the Japanese 

Canadian Cit izensf League in 1938 to secure political and economic 

rights andto fightdiscriminat~rylegislation.'~ Inthe sameyear, 

the first English-language newspaper, The Nsw Canadian ,  was 

published in 1938. 

~urthe%nore, there were several kinds of specialized 

associations such as religious, trader and prefectural 

associations. L 7 Those associations were specialized based on 

education, age, occupation, sex, and education, etc. For example, 

womenr s associations ( f u j i n - k a i )  which consisted of wives were 

. - - . . - - - - - - 

The Univers i ty  o f  Toronto Press ,  1938- pp.108 
l 5  i b i d ,  pp. 111 
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a c t i v e .  Although t h e i r  m e r n b e r s  m a i n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  

cook ingmethodsandhousekeep ing inCanad ianways ,  t h e y w e r e w i l l i n g  

t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  e l d e r l y  p e r s o n s  and t o  p r e p a r e  t h e i r  m e a l s .  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  Japanese s c h o o l i n g  was more a c t i v e l y  

e x e r c i s e d  than f o r  any o t h e r  immigrants  £rom A s i a .  J a p a n e s e  

immigrants  setupseverallanguageschoolsforstudentswhoattended 

a f t e r  r e g u l a r  s c h o o l .  By1938, t h e r e  w e r e m o r e t h a n  4 0  s c h o o l s  a n d  

more t h a n  3 ,000  s t u d e n t s .  According  t o  Young, " t h e  J a p a n e s e  i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia p r e s e n t  a p i c t u r e  o f  a  rernarkably e f f i c i e n t  and 

s t r o n g l y  c o h e s i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e " .  " 

Due t o  t h e  s t r o n g  t ies  between a s s o c i a t i o n s  and J a p a n e s e  

immigrants ,  some p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia w a s  c r i t i ca l  

of  t h e  Japanese  community, c l a i m i n g  " they  always s t i c k  t o g e t h e r  

and n e v e r  t r y  t o  see o u t s i d e  o f  t h e i r  community". However, t h e  

w h i t e s  t ended  t o  be ve ry  a g g r e s s i v e  a g a i n s t  As ian  immigrants ;  

forming s t r o n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  among t h e  community w a s  one  of  t h e  

most i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  t o  keep t h e i r  s a f e t y  and p r e v e n t  o u t s i d e  

t h r e t s  . Furthermore,  making harmony w i t h  o t h e r s  is  still r e g a r d e d  

a s  a  v i r t u e  i n  t h e  Japanese  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e  system; it r e s u l t e d  i n  

s t r o n g e r  t i e s  between Japanese  immigrants .  



3. The Vancouver Riot in 1907 and i ts  aftetmath 

M i n o r i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i s i b l e  r n i n o r i t i e s  l i k e  As ian  

people ,  u s u a l l y  become "scapegoats"  e s p e c i a l l y  when some 

unexpected i n c i d e n t s  such a s  economic dep re s s ion  or  

n a t u r a l / a r t i f i c i a l  d i s a s t e r s  h i t  a coun t ry  o r  a community. I n  

g e n e r a l ,  s e r i o u s  a f t e r e f f e c t s  remain a f t e r  t h o s e  i n c i d e n t s .  Some 

peop le ,  even t h e  government, beg in  t o  wonder why t h o s e  d i f f i c u l t  

t h i n g s  h a p p e n o n l y t o t h e m ; c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  peop le  s e t a c e r t a i n g r o u p  

of people  ( u s u a l l y  m e m b e r s  of  m i n o r i t i e s )  a s  scapegoa t s  s o  t h a t  

peop le  a r e  a b l e  t o  v o i c e  their  f r u s t r a t i o n  a t  them. Even good 

c i t i z e n s  a r e  a g i t a t e d  by a piece of propaganda t h a t  does not  make 

any common s e n s e  i n  most cases .  Afterwards,  t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  s t a r t  

to b e l i e v e  i n  the propaganda, and some peop le  s t a r t  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  

s capegoa t s .  

K o r e a n s i n J a p a n w e r e  facedwithaseveresituation. A s t r o n g  

ea r thquake  ( t h e  Grea t  Kanto Earthquake)  h i t  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of 

Japan i n  1923, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Tokyo m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a .  Many 

peop le  i n  Tokyo l o s t  a l 1  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  and farni ly  mernbers i n  

t h e  ea r thquake .  The people  w e r e  confounded why t h e  d i s a s t e r  h i t  

themandbecameveryfrustratedafterward. A t t h e t i m e ,  somepeople 

'' ibid, pp. 115 



c la imed  t h e  cause  of  t h e  e a r t h q u a k e  was "Koreans t h r e w  poison  i n t o  

e v e r y  w e l l  i n  Tokyo". Af te rwards ,  J apanese  people w e r e  moved t o  

k i l l m a n y K o r e a n s b y t h e a g i t a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g t o o n e s o u r c e ,  a b o u t  

10 ,000  Koreans w e r e  abused a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Ir While many Koreans 

s u f  f e r e d  g r e a t l y ,  t h e  Japanese  government d id  n o t  a c t  t o  h e l p  them 

Canada w a s  no e x c e p t i o n .  When immigra t ion  from Asian 

c o u n t r i e s  began t o  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  l a t e  19'" Century ,  wh i t e  p e o p l e  

i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia f e l t  a s e n s e  of  i n s e c u r i t y .  Because t h o s e  

immigrants  w e r e  from a d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e  and  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e  and 

would occupy eve ry  p l a c e ,  t h e i r  h a t r e d  g r a d u a l l y  began t o  grow, 

I n  September 1907 ,  t h e  b i g  r i o t  a g a i n s t  As ian  m i n o r i t i e s  f i n a l l y  

o c c u r r e d .  A l t h o u g h t h e  riotwas a i m e d a g a i n s t c h i n e s e  a n d J a p a n e s e  

immigrants ,  t h e  riothadsignificantmeaningespeciallyto Japanese  

d u r i n g  World Wax II. According t o  Adachi, h e  q u o t e d  how t h e  w h i t e  

peop le  thought  o f  Japanese  immigrants  a s  fo l lows :  

.,.Of t h e  t h r e e  groups  of immigrants  f rom A s i a  - Japanese ,  

Chinese,  and Hindus - t h e  Japanese  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  

most "aggress ive"  and as t h e r e f o r e  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a f a r  

g r e a t e r  t h r e a t  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  newcomers ... Behind t h e  

fearof theJapanese immigrants  r o s e t h e s p e c t r e o f  Japan, 

t h e  new m i l i t a r y  power o f  t h e  E a s t ,  who had r e c e n t l y  

" E v e n a t t h i s t i m e ,  the  exac tnumber  o f a b u s e d K o r e a n s  is n o t y e t c o n f i r m e d .  
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d e f e a t e d  Russia i n  t h e  war o f  1904-05,  whose shadow, it 

s e e m e d ,  a l r e a d y  was c a s t  o v e r  no t  on ly  t h e  P a c i f i c  b u t  

t h e  world. 

Unlike o t h e r  Asian c o u n t r i e s ,  Japan was suddenly awakened 

from a  f e u d a l i s t i c  s o c i e t y  t o  modernized development; a t  t h e  same 

t i m e ,  Japan was on ly  country  who became ready t o  pos se s s  t h e  

s t r o n g e s t  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  i n  Asia. Not on ly  whi tes  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia b u t  a l s o  immigrants f r o m o t h e r  Asian c o u n t r i e s  wouldhave 

f e a r e d t h a t p e o p l e f x o m J a p a n h a d i m p e r i a l i s t i c t h o u g h t o r b e h a v i o r .  

I t  was e a s i l y  assurned t h a t  it w a s  on ly  t h e  f i r s t  d i f f i c u l t  s t e p  

f o r  Japanese  immigrants.  

O n t h e d a y o f t h e V a n c o u v e r r i o t ,  anti-hian feelings s u r f a c e d  

fully. Crowds of 5,000-8,000 ga the red  i n  f r o n t  of  c i t y  hall 

screaming "Down wi th  t h e  Japs", and demanding " L e t  u s  have a White 

Canada"." The ou tbreak  of t h e  r i o t  was wi thout  any l e a d e r s  o r  

d i s c i p l i n e d  o rgan i za t i on ,  bu t  t h e  mob c e r t a i n l y  knew i t s  t a r g e t s  

t o  a t t a c k  - Asian immigrants. When t h e  uncon t ro l l ab l e  mob went on 

t o  C a r r e l 1  S t r e e t a n d  Pender S t r e e t ,  wheremanychinese  immigrants 

77 

r e s ided ,  t h e y  began t o  break windows and ransack s to r e s . - -  L a t e r  

on t h e  mob swept on t o  " L i t t l e  Tokyo", and t h e  people i n  t h e  mob 

' O  Adachi, pp. 67 
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d i d t h e  same th ings  a s t h e y d i d i n  Chinatown, Accord ing to  Kosaburo 

Ichino,  who confronted t h e  mob a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  ' the r i o t  was real  

war . "'3 The cause  of t h e  r i o t  was probably t h e  longstanding r a c i a l  

c leavage  which was roo ted  i n  w e s t  c o a s t  s o c i e t y  and t h e  

psychologica l  t ens ions  - p a r t i c u l a r i y  t h e  f e a r  of r a c i a l  

he te rogene i ty . "  After t h e  r i o t ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  became h a r d e r  

a g a i n s t  t h e  Japanese. P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Laur i e r  s e n t  h i s  m i n i s t e r  o f  

labour ,  Lemieux, t o  Japan t o  conclude t h e  *gentlemenr s agreement' 

of  1908 ,  p l a c i n g  Japanese immigrants on an  annual quota systern. 2 5 

This agreement r egu la t ed  no f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  i n  immigration from 

Japan, 

Japanese immigrants were i n  a  complicated s i t u a t i o n  because 

of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n J a p a n a n d ~ r i t a i n i n t h e e a r l y 2 0 ~ " c e n t u r y .  

Under t h e  Anglo-Japanese A l l i a n c e  i n  1902,  Japan and Great  B r i t a i n  

had a close diplornatic  r e l a t i o n s h i p  as t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r s  and a 

m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e ;  i n  o the r  words, t h e  Canadian government was n o t  

a b l e  t o  oppose t h e  "boss" B r i t a i n  and t o  ban immigrants from Japan. 

However, t h e  Canadian governrnent f i n a l l y  decided t o  end f u r t h e r  

immigration from Japan i n  de fe rence  t o  p u b l i c  opinion.  

7 3 ibid, pp.74  
2 4 Ward, W Peter . mite C u à a  Forever: P o u a r  A t t i t u d e m c i  P ~ C  Pol icv 
Toward O x i s Z a l s  i n  Rrl t l sh  Columbia 

. . . Montreal & Kingston: McGi11-Queenrs 
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4.  As enamies of Canada 

Japanese immigrants i n  Canada w e r e  s u f f e r e d  £rom u n f a i r  

t r ea tmen t  by t h e  government, a s  Chinese people d i d .  However, t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  of  Japanese immigrants was d i f f e r e n t  f romchinese  people  

because o f  World W a r  II. Japan was t h e  on ly  Asian country  t h a t  

"ravaged" o t h e r  Asian c o u n t r i e s  dur ing  t h e  war. Not only  t h a t ,  b u t  

Japan a l s o  fought a g a i n s t  t h e  United S t a t e s  from 1941 when the 

P a c i f i c  Warbegan. ~ h i s  s i t u a t i o n i n t h e r n i d d l e  of t h e  2 0 ~ ~ c e n t u r y  

s e r i o u s l y  impacted t h e  l i £ e  o f  Japanese immigrants i n  Canada, 

When t h e  Japanese t r o o p s  s e i z e d  Manchuria i n  1931, t h e  

Japanesegovernmentannouncedthe c r e a t i o n o f t h e n e w  "independent" 

s t a t e o f M a n c h u k u o i n n o r t h e a s t e r n C h i n a , w h i c h m a n y o t h e r c o u n t r i e s  

never approved. Also, t h e  t r o o p s  went on i n t o  Inner  Mongolia and 

soon compelled t h e  Chinese government to accept a l a r g e  

d e m i l i t a r i z e d  zone between Bei j i ng  and the Manchurian border .  26 

Subsequently,  Japan' s cont inuous  a t t a c k  on China i n  1937 brought  

Japanese immigrants i n  Canada i n t o  even sha rpe r  r e l i e f . "  

A s  Japan r a p i d l y  i nc reased  i t s  m i l i t a r y  forces, Japanese 

immigrants su f f e r ed  f romant i -Japanese  f e e l i n g s  amongotherpeople,  

' 5  The Japanese Canadian Centennial Project, pp.30 
'' Adachi, pp.179 
" Ward, pp. 142 



i n c l u d i n g i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m o t h e r  A s i a n c o u n t r i e s -  Whether Japanese  

immigrants  l i k e d  it o r  n o t ,  t h e y  became t h e  " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e "  of 

Japan  i n c a n a d a .  ~ e c a u s e o f t h e e x p a n s i o n o f  J a p a n e s e i m p e r i a l i s m  

i n  As ia ,  t h o s e  good people  i n  Canada became a t a r g e t .  Although 

t h e r e w e r e n o c o n s p i c u o u s  conf l i c t sbe tween~apaneseando the rAs ian  

immigrants  ( e s p e c i a l l y  Ch inese ) .  it may be assumed t h a t  sorne 

t e n s i o n s  might  e x i s t  because o f  t h e  Japanese  i n v a s i o n  t o  Asia ,  and 

Japanese  immigrants  became t h e  t a r g e t s  of  rumor, s u s p i c i o n ,  and  

c r i t i c i s m .  " 

The s u f  f e r i n g  of Japanese  immigrants  r eached  a  peak  when t h e  

Japanese  governrnent d e c l a r e d  war a g a i n s t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  by 

a t t a c k i n g  P e a r l  Harbor i n  Hawaii i n  1941. Righ t  a f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k ,  

Canada a l s o  d e c l a r e d  war a g a i n s t  Japan .  A f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k  by t h e  

Japanese  arrny, e v e r y  Japanese  immigrant i n  Canada became a n  "enemy 

a l i e n " .  The federalgovernmenttookirnmediate a c t i o n t o  a r r e s t a n d  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  t o  i n t e r n  38 Japanese who were deemed "dangerous" to 

n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  by t h e  Royal Canadian Mounted P o l i c e  (RCMP), 2 9 

which p l a y e d  a n  impor tan t  r o l e  i n  t h e  c u s t o d y  of  t h e  Japanese  i n  

Canada d u r i n g  t h e  war p e r i o d .  Al1 Japanese  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  t r a v e l  

more t h a n  12  m i l e s  from t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e  o r  change t h e i r  a d d r e s s  

29 ibid, pp.144 
'' Adachi, pp. 199 



30 w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n .  When J a p a n e s e  went o u t ,  t h e y  a l s o  needed t o  

3 1 r e g i s t e r w i t h a n d r e p o r t t o t h e R C M P e v e r y t w o w e e k s .  I n a d d i t i o n ,  

a l 1  Japanese ,  u n l i k e  t h e  Germans and I t a l i a n s ,  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  

o b s e r v e  a dusk-to-dawn curfew and t o  abandon t h e i r  homes, fa rms,  

and b u s i n e s s e s  for a n  unknown p lace .32  

During t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  the Japanese ,  t h e  

Canadian government f i n a l l y  approved a s a n c t i o n  t o  remove "any 

people"  ( J a p a n e s e )  f  r o m  t h e  " p r o t e c t e d  a r e a "  (the P a c i f  ic C o a s t )  

and t o  a r r e s t  an t i -governmentâ l  p e r ç o n s  w i t h o u t  t r i a l . 3 3  Among 

t h o s e  a r r e s t e d  peop le ,  many Japanese  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  were 

immedia te ly  caugh t  and impr isoned i n  t h e  Immigrat ion B u i l d i n g  by 

t h e  RCMP. Thoseintellectualswerethoughttohavesomeconnection 

w i t h  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Japan." According t o  t h e  

government, t h e s e  a c t i o n s  were h e l d  because  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s e  

( a n t i - J a p a n e s e  f e e l i n g s  arnong o t h e r  Canadian c i t i z e n s ) .  

A f t e r  t h e  Canadian government d e c l a r e d  war a g a i n s t  Japan,  

o t h e r  Asian  immigrants  began t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  themselves  from 

. . Sunahara, Ann Gomer. The P o b t r c s  and R a c i b e s e  
n-a the Second World War. Toronto: J a m e s  Lorimer & Company, 

Publishers, 1981, pp.52 
31 i b i d ,  pp. 52 
32 i b i d ,  pp.52 
7 3  Ujimoto and Hirabayashi, pp.93 
3"roadfoot, Barry. -of The Story of the 
JapaneseCanadiansinWorldWar II. Toronto: DoubledayCanadaLirnited,  1977, 
PP - 61 



Japanese .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w h i t e  p e o p l e  u s u a l l y  thought  t h a t  J a p a n  

was c l o s e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  China and b o t h  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  p a r t  

of  t h e  l a r g e r  Asia  a s  a whole, a m y s t e r i o u s ,  overcrowded, and  

backward s o c i e t  y when judged by w e s t e r n  s t a n d a r d s .  '' When 

a n t i - J a p a n e s e  f e e l i n g s  grew, Ch inese  p e o p l e  s t a r t e d  t o  have badges  

on which w e r e  w r i t t e n  "1 am a Chinese" - Chinese  s t o r e s  a l s o  had  

c a r d s  i n  t h e  windows t o  t e l l  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  it w a s  a C h i n e s e  

s t o r e .  36 

Even amongthemembers o f  p a r l i a m e n t ,  a n t i - J a p a n e s e  f e e l i n g s  

became s t r o n g e r .  Thomas Reid, a m e m b e r o f t h e L i b e r a l p a r t y ,  s t a t e d  

i n  1 9 4 2  a b o u t  Japanese  immigrants  a s  f o l l o w s :  

Take them back t o  Japan.  They do  n o t  be long  t o  he re ,  and  

t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problem. They canno t  

be  a s s i m i l a t e d  a s  Canadians f o r  no m a t t e r  how long t h e  

J a p a n e s e  remain i n  Canada t h e y  w i l l  a lways  be Japanese.  37 

According t o  Ward, "...the most d r a m a t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  r a c i s m  

i n  Canadian h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  J a p a n e s e  e v a c u a t i o n  o f  1942". I n  

February 1942, abou t  22,000 J a p a n e s e  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  move from t h e  

P a c i f i c  Coas t  a r e a  t o  i n l a n d  Canada, such  as A l b e r t a  and Manitoba, 

t o  u n d e r t a k e  r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and fa rming  under  t h e  name o f  " t h e  

35 Ward, pp. 98 
36 Broadfoot, pp.71 



sugar  b e e t  p r o j e c t s " .  Not o n l y  men, b u t  a l s o  women, c h i l d r e n  and  

e l d e r l y  p e o p l e  were f o r c e d  t o  move i n t o  t h e  i n l a n d  camps. Also, 

t h e y  w e r e  n o t  a l lowed  t o  possess most o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  i n l a n d .  

A t  the same t i m e ,  p e o p l e  w e r e  a l s o  moved t o  one o f  t h e  8 i n l a n d  

camps i n  B r i t i s h  C ~ l u m b i a . ~ '  A f t e r  t h e  rnass e v a c u a t i o n  i n  1 9 4 2 ,  

J apanese  w e r e  n o t  a l lowed  t o  corne back t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia d u r i n g  

t h e  n e x t  7 y e a r ~ . ~ '  

The camps were set i n  s e v e r e  c o n d i t i o n s .  Because o f  t h e  

d r a s t i c  d i f  f e r e n c e  o f  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n  i n l a n d  a r e a s ,  t h e y  needed t o  

w i t h s t a n d  t h e  i n f l e x i b l e  c l i m a t e  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  summer t i m e  and  

w i n t e r  t i m e .  Furthermore,  t h e i r  accommodations w e r e  u s u a l l y  

overcrowded- For i n s t a n c e ,  f o u r t e e n  J a p a n e s e  f a m i l i e s  had t o  cook 

on one s t o v e  i n  an  o l d  h o t e l  ( L a t e r  on,  t h e  Royal ~ o m r n i s s i o n ' ~  

s u p p l i e d  more s t o v e s  t h e r e )  ." The BC S e c u r i t y  Commission ( B C S C ) ,  

whichwas f o r m e d i n M a r c h 1 9 4 2 t o c a r r y o u t t h e u p r o o t i n g o f J a p a n e s e  

f r o m t h e  ~oastalarea,'~expectedthe ~ a p a n e s e t o  s u p p o r t t h e m s e l v e s  

i n  t h e  camps. " A U "  p r o p e r t y ,  though most o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  w a s  

37 T h e  Japanese Canadian Centennial  P ro jec t ,  pp.77 

38 Broadfoot, pp-57 

39 Ujimoto and Hirabayashi,  pp.93 
4 0  The Royal Commission supervised and i n v e s t i g a t e d  immigration from China 
and Japan. 
4 1 T h e  Japanese Canadian Centennial  P ro jec t ,  pp.30 
" Sunahara, pp.55 



i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  Custodian  o f  A l i en  Proper ty ,"  w a s  exchanged 

f o r  money t o  su rv ive .  

Many Japanese  men w e r e  f o r ced  t o  go t o  work camps. However, 

some o f  them r e fu sed  t o  be s e p a r a t e d  £rom t h e i r  f ami ly .  If t h e y  

r e fu sed ,  t h e  RCMP s e n t  them t o  a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp i n  Angler ,  

o n t a r i o .  4 '  I n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp, t h o s e  men wore special i s s u e  

uniforms - t h e  circles on t h e  men's back w e r e  t a r g e t s  i n  case of 

escape  a t t e m p t s .  Takeo Nakano, who was i n  t h e  camp, wro t e  a poem 

a s  fo l l ows :  

S h i r t  o f  t h e  r i s i n g  Sun 

My h e a r t  stirs 

So r e d  and f u l l  on my back 

A moving t a r g e t ~ . ' ~  

Japanese  o b e d i e n t l y  accep ted  t h o s e  s e v e r e  c o n d i t i o n s ;  t h e y  

d i d  n o t  rise up a g a i n s t  the government. According t o  Adachi,  t h i s  

r e f l e c t s  a Japanese va lue :  

The l a c k o f  a g g r e s s i v e  behaviour  and high dependencywas 

p a r t  o f  t h e  enryo ( r e s t r a i n t )  o r  gaman (bo rbea rance )  

syndrome which e x p l a i n s  much o f  Japanese  behav ior .  Not 

- - 

' I n  1 9 4 3 ,  t h e  Custodian l i q u i d a t e d a l l  Japanese  Canadian p r o p e r t y w i t h o u t  
t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  owners. (quoted  £ r o m  The Japanese  Canadian C e n t e n n i a l  
P r o j e c t ,  pp.117) 
" Sunahara ,  pp. 78 
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t o  conform was r e a l l y  un th inkab le ,  f o r  it rneant c u t t i n g  

o n e s e l f  o f f  from t h e  emot ional  s e c u r i t y  of  ( Japanese )  

i d e n t i f  i ~ a t i o n . ' ~  

Tha t t endencywas  shownespec i a l l yamong the  f i r s t g e n e r a t i o n  

o f  Japanese  immigrants,  who were born  and s p e n t  most o f  t h e i r  t i m e  

i n  Japan.  The Second gene ra t i on  Japanese ,  however, tr ied t o  show 

t h e i r  i d e n t i t i e s  as  "Canadian"; t h e y  a t t empted  t o  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  

t h e  Canadian Army. Secondgene ra t i on  Buck Suzuki, who e v e n t u a l l y  

j o i n e d  t h e  Canadian Army, r e c a l l s :  

Many o f  us  had volun tee red  f o r  t h e  Canadian Army. But 

w e  hadbeen  r e f u s e d t i l l  f i n a l l y t h e  B r i t i s h g o t d e s p e r a t e  

and t h e y  s e n t  a man ou t  £rom England t o  see i f  t h e y  c o u l d  

r e c r u i t  N i s e i  [second g e n e r a t i o n ]  .-- So, t h a t '  s f i n e ,  i f  

w e  canf  t go a s  a Canadian w e r l l  go i n  B r i t i s h  unifom.."  

T h e  second g e n e r a t i o n  wanted t o  show i t s  l o y a l t y  t o  Canada 

by j o i n i n g  t h e  Canadian f o r c e s .  Under a quota  system 150 second 

g e n e r a t i o n  Japanese  were al lowed t o  e n l i s t  and many o f  t h e s e  

v o l u n t e e r s  were a s s i g n e d t o  a s p e c i a l l a n g u a g e  u n i t  of  t h e  Canadian 

I n t e l l i g e n c e  Corps." On t h e  o t h e r  hand, some of  t h e  second 

g e n e r a t i o n  r e l u c t a n t l y  accep ted  under  t h e  d e p o r t a t i o n  o rders ig  

'"dachi, pp. 225 
'' T h e  Japanese Canadian Centennial P r o j e c t ,  pp.102 
'"bid, pp. 103 
4 5  Before t h e  P r i m e  Minis ter  King repealed t h e  depor ta t ion  o rde r  i n  1947 ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  more than 4 ,000 Japanese immigrants " repa t r i a t ed"  t o  Japan- 



because  t hey  w e r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  b i t t e r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  

Canadian governrnent d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  However, most o f  peop le  who 

s i g n e d  t h e  o r d e r  wanted t o  a v o i d  t h e  f u r t h e r  p e r s e c u t i o n  a n d  

h o s t i l i t y  i n  Canada. 

J a p a n e s e  l a b o r e r s  who were s e n t  t o  t h e  camps i n  i n l a n d  areas 

diligently worked f o r  more c r o p s  i n  s p i t e  of  t h e  s e v e r e  working 

c o n d i t i o n s .  By 1945, t h e  Japanese  i n  A l b e r t a  compriced 65% of t h e  

bee t l aborandbecameind i spensab le to theeconomyof theprov ince .  5 5 

L a t e r  on,  t h e s e  Japanese  i n  A l b e r t a  r e c e i v e d  t h e  l e g a l  r i g h t  of  

r e s i d e n c e  i n  1948. Japznese  who went t o  Manitoba a l s o  p layed  a n  

i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  h a r v e s t i n g  sugar  b e e t .  

5 .  Fighting back against the unfairness 

The Japanese  w e r e  n o t  p a s s i v e  under t h i s  u n f a i r n e s s ,  l i k e  

t h e  Ch inese .  J apanese  N i s e i  e s p e c i a l l y  w e r e  i nvo lved  w i t h  

a c t i v i t i e s  a g a i n s t  u n f a i r n e s s .  A f t e r t h e m a s s  e v a c u a t i o n i n  1942, 

t h e  J a p a n e s e  p o p u l a t i o n  moved eas tward ;  consequen t ly ,  m o r e  

J apanese  began t o  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  east.  I n  P a r t i c u l a r ,  Toron to  

g r a d u a l l y  became a  c e n t e r  of t h e  Japanese population as w e l l  as 

f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  among t h e  Japanese N i s e i .  I n  1 9 4 3 ,  t h e  

55 The Japanese Canad ian  C e n t e n n i a l  Project ,  pp.117 



Japanese Canadian Cornmittee f o r  Democracy ( JCCD)  was organized by 

N i s e i  . 5 6  The JCCD t r i e d  t o  relax t h e  ban on more Japanese e n t e r i n g  

Toronto, argued f o r  t h e  right of  Nisei t o  e n l i s t  i n  t h e  Canadian 

Army, and fought  a g a i n s t  t h e  f e d e r a l  government' s o rde r s .  '' A f t e r  

5 6 t hose  v igorous  e f f o r t s  made b y  t h e  JCCD, t h e  Canadian government 

f i n a l l y  al lowed Nisei t o  e n l i s t  as i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n  t h e  Canadian 

Army f o r  s e r v i c e  wi th  British f o r c e  i n  Asia i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1 9 4 5 .  5 9 

Not o n l y  t h e  JCCD, b u t  a l s o  o t h e r  groups p u t  much e f f o r t  i n t o  

t h e  improvementoftheirtreatment. The Japanese  cornmittees of t h e  

f i v e  camps i n  inner  B r i t i s h  Columbia areas u n i t e d  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  

r e p a t r i a t i o n  i s s u e  by  a u t h o r i z i n g  a lawyer t o  lobby a g a i n s t  t h e  

v a l i d i t y  of t h e  r e p a t r i a t i o n  s u r v e y i n t h e  Supreme Court of B r i t i s h  

Columbia i n  1945." During the  wartime, Japanese w e r e  denied t h e  

r i g h t t o l e g a l c ~ u n s e l . ~ '  Even though the  a c t i o n i n t h e c o u r t t u r n e d  

o u t  t o  be a f a i l u r e ,  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  encouraged more Japanese people  

t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t hey  cou ld  a c t  against u n f a i r n e s s  with l e g a l  

procedures ,  

Moreover, i n  Winnipeg, t h e  Japanese cornmittees concen t ra ted  

'"bid, pp. 123 
57 i b id ,  pp.123 

The members of the  JCCD submitted a b r i e f  statemerit t o  Parliament i n  June 
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on organizing petitions to the government against deportation. 

Behind their activities, the influential local newspaper the 

Winnipeg Free Press, which possessed stxong anti-deportation 

opinions, supported those Japanese. 59 In Toronto, although public 

opinion was anti-Japanese, the Japanese coordinated fund-raising 

activities to support themselves and against unfair treatment. 6 0 

During the war period, overall, Canadians had strong ill-feelings 

about the Japanese, and every procedure that was made by Japanese 

to improve their life failed. However, those activities gave them 

the hope that they were still able to fight against unfairness and 

the belief that they would also have a better life in the future 

after their efforts to alter the policies of the Canadian 

government. 

These di£ f icult situations continued until the Second World 

War ended. In 1949, the Japanese were finally allowed to return 

to British Columbia; at the same time, the Canadian government in 

June 1948 gave them the right to vote in the Federal election. 

Consequently, the province of British Columbia also gave them the 

right to vote in the Provincial Election in March 1949, 2 years 

5' ibid, pp.135 
60 ibid, pp.136 



l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  p rov ince  of fered t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h i n e s e .  However, 

it would be easily assumed t h a t  even after t h e  w a r ,  J apanese  s t i l l  

s u f f e r e d  much from t h e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a s  "enemy a l i e n s f f ,  even up 

t o  r e c e n t  timese6' 

61 i b i d f  pp. 138 '' I n  1988,  t h e  Canadian government f o r m a l l y a p o l o g i z e d t h e  u n f a i r t r e a t r n e n t  
a g a i n s t  Japanese and t h e  c o n f i s c a t i o n  of t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  d u r i n g  World War 
II. 



IV. To the New Era 

1, Chinese minorities after World W a x  II 

A f t e r  World W a r  II, t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  v i s i b l e  m i n o r i t i  

r a p i d l y  improved. I n  p a r t i c u l a r  from t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 f s ,  t h e  

Canadian government o f f i c i a l l y  encouraged p o s s e s s i n g  d i s t i n c t i v e  

e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y  under  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  m u l t i ~ u l t u r a l i s m . ~  Moreover, 

with t h e  1967 changes i n  immigra t ion  p o l i c y  t h e  Chinese w e r e  

eventuallyallowedtobeadmittedunderthe same c o n d i t i o n s  as  o t h e r  

p e o p l e  who want t o  immigrate  canada. '  These p o l i t i c a l  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  encouraged t h e  growing o f  Chinese communities t o  

g e n e r a t e  an  e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y  and a l lowed them g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  c o n t r i b u t e t o c a n a d a ,  which r a r e l y s e e m e d p o s s i b l e  f o r a n e a r l i e r  

g e n e r a t i o n .  

A s  t h e  number of Chinese  c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n c r e a s e ,  one o f  t h e  

m o s t i m p o r t a n t c h a n g e s i n t h e C h i n e s e c o m m u n i t y i s g e n e r a t i o n s h i f t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  from t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  ( e a r l i e r  immigrants  f rom 

China)  t o  t h e  second g e n e r a t i o n  (Canadian-born) . The o t h e r  is t h e  

r a p i d  growth o f  Chinese communities (Chinatowns) i n  Canada. Those 

C h i n a t o w n s b e g a n t o  s p r e a d a l l o v e r t h e  c i t i e s i n c a n a d a :  Vancouver, 

W i c k b e r g ,  pp.254 
* Li, P e t e r  S .  The. Toronto: Oxford University 



Toronto, Calgary, Winnipeg, and Victoria- It shows that more 

Chinese people began to live not only on the West and East coasts 

but also in inland areas, and each Chinatown started to possess 

its own ethnic identity within Canadian society. 

2 .  Genetation changes w i t h i n  the Chinese com~nuiity 

As of 1981, 224,030 Chinese minorities resided in canada:' 

75% of the overall Chinese population resides in Toronto and 

4 Vancouver, and the number of Chinese-Canadians in 1981 represents 

an increase of about 2.5 times that of 1971.' As time goes by, 

generation change continues. About three-quarters were 

foreign-born in 1981, as compared with 62% in 1971- 

Generation change became crucial issue among Chineçe 

cornmunities. Clanship and locality associations, which used to 

play an important role in the community in the early 20'" century, 

have declined in importance because they can no longer use shared 

surname or locality to appeal to the new Chinese immigrants who 

came fromdiverse socialandgeographi~alorigins.~ Currently, the 

members in these associations mainly perform social functions for 

Press, 1988. pp.99 
ibid, pp-99 
ibid, pp.100 
ibid, pp.99 
ibid, pp. 104 



a g i n g  rnembers . " 

I n  t h e  1 9 6 0 8 s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  two v e r s i o n s  o f  power b a l a n c e  i n  

Canadian Chinese  communities. One v e r s i o n ,  the o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  

who had e x p e r i e n c e d  a b i t t e r  l i f e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d  i n  Canada, 

t r ied  t o  accommodate t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and  r a r e l y  

c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  The o t h e r ,  people who w e r e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  o r i e n t e d  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  communities,  w e r e  w i l l i n g  

t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  system.' The younger  g e n e r a t i o n s  t ended  t o  t h e  

l a t t e r ,  and t h e y  t r i ed  t o  b e  a c t i v e  a g a i n s t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  f e l t  

u n f a i r .  However, t h e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t e n d e d  t o  keep ' s i l e n t "  

a t t i t u d e s  towards  t h e  u n f a i r n e s s  a l t h o u g h  t h e ÿ  w e r e  t r e a t e d  i n  a  

d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  manner. 

G e n e r a t i o n  d i f f e r e n c e  became more v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  1970 's .  

There  w e r e  two o p i n i o n s  among t h e  community; one  was t h e  need t o  

i n t e g r a t e m o r e  i n t o c a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y ,  andtheotherwastousetheir 

t a l e n t s / a b i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  Chinese  communities t o  develop  a s e n s e  

9 of e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y .  The Chinese  community f a c e d  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  

i n  t h e  1970's :  t o  become more Canadian o r  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  e t h n i c  

i d e n t i t y  by s e r v i n g  t h e  community. 

I n  o t h e r  a s p e c t s ,  s e v e r a l  more changes  r e g a r d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n  

' i b i d ,  pp. 1 0 4  
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s h i f t w e r e  a p p a r e n t w i t h i n t h e c h i n e s e  community. Be fo re  WorldWar 

II ,  t h e r e w a s  a c o n s p i c u o u s  a b s e n c e o f  C h i n e s e  i n f l u e n c e  i n c a n a d i a n  

p o l i t i c s . l 0  It i s  o n l y  r e c e n t l y t h a t  C h i n e s e  have b e g u n t o  o r g a n i z e  

p r o t e s t  movernents f o r  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y -  Younger C h i n e s e  

g e n e r a t i o n s ,  hadbeguntoorganizemanyprotestmovements f o r s o c i a l  

e q u a l i t y . "  However, t h e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  p l e a s e d  w i t h  

t h e  b e h a v i o r  of t h e  younger ones ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  o l d  l e a d e r s  have  n o t  

y e t  p r e p a r e d  t o  abandon t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  and  a c c e p t  t h e  changes  i n  

t h e  Ch inese  community." T h i s  shows t h a t  f o m s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  

p r e v a i l e d  w i t h i n  Ch inese  communit ies  i n  Canada wi th  l i t t l e  change ,  

even i n  t h e  p o s t  war p e r i o d . "  However, e v e n t u a l l y  e v e r y  C h i n e s e  

community w a s  i n  need  o f  new l e a d e r s ,  who would h a n d l e  problems 

i n  the cornrnunities more ef f e c t i v e l y .  A new t y p e  of Chinese  p e o p l e ,  

younger,  s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  b i l i n g u a l  ( o r  m u l t i l i n g u a l )  and w e l l -  

e d u c a t e d  began  t c  be i n v o l v e d  i n  b u i l d i n g  new community 

a s s o c i a t i o n s  - '"hey h e l p e d  t o  " re -educa te"  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  

( l e s s  e d u c a t e d  and  u n i l i n g u a l )  t o  cope  w i t h  t h e  demands o f  t h e  

Canadian envi ronment .  
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Chinese younger gene ra t ions  c u r r e n t l y p l a y  a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e  

i n  s e r v i n g  r n e m b e r s  of  t h e  comrnunities. They have formed new 

organ iza t ions  a m o n g t h e c o m u n i t i e s  anddealtwithmanyactivities: 

c h i l d  c a r e ,  youth a c t i v i t i e s ,  a c t i v i t i e s  for  t h e  e l d e r l y ,  

employment, Engl ish  language c l a s s e s ,  l e g a l  a i d ,  income t a x  

p repa ra t ion ,  and immigration issues. '5 They seek  funding £rom f o r  

t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  from a  v a r i e t y  of governrnent agenc ies  comrnitted 

t o r n u l t i c u l t u ~ a l i s r n . ' ~  I n  o therwords ,  t h e  younger gene ra t ions  a r e  

e s s e n t i a l  "moderators" and "bridges" between t h e  Canadian 

governrnent and l a r g e  numbers of immigrants Chinese coping wi th  the 

demands of  new social expec ta t ions .  

3. Chinatouns in C a n a d a  

Chinatowns i n  Canada a r e  s t i l l  growing, and t h e  number of  

immigrants f r o m  China makes t h e  communities b igger  and more s o l i d .  

Take Chinatown i n  Toronto, for example. The Toronto community i n  

the 1970's  demonstratednewchanges. Priortothepost-warperiod, 

Toronto's Chinatown was a  t i n y  group of s t o r e s ,  a  few shops, a 

c o l l e c t i o n  of a s s o c i a t i o n  headquar ters ,  and some Chinese 

l5  i b i d ,  pp. 262 
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churches .  " Cur ren t l y ,  Toronto ' s  Chinatown is s t i l l  growing and 

p l a y i n g  an  impor tant  r o l e  a s  a t h r i v i n g  commercial s e c t i o n  with 

a wide v a r i e t y  of s t o r e s  and r e s t a u r a n t s ,  and a new r e s i d e n t i a l  

p a r t .  According t o  Wickberg, t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  Toronto 's  

Chinatown i s  bo th  a s tound ing  and impress ive .  19 

It can a l s o  be said t h a t  Chinatown today  h a s  become more of  

a commercial d is t r ic t  marke t ing  e t h n i c  goods, and s e r v i c e s ,  bu t  

less a c u l t u r a l  c o m r n ~ n i t ~ . ' ~  The c a s e  of t h e  Vancouver Chinatown, 

t h e  o t h e r m a j o r C h i n e s e c o r n m u n i t y i n C a n a d a ,  s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e m a j o r  

v a l u e  o f  t h e  Chinese b u s i n e s s  i s  i t s  commercial appea l  as a t o u r i s t  

a t t r a c t i o n ,  which i s  a good s t r a t e g y  t o  s e l l / p r o d u c e  e t h i c  goods 

and  s e r v i c e s . "  Today, Chinatown as a commercial a r e a  a p p e a l s  more 

t o  Chinese  b u s i n e s s t h a n t o  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  amongthemembers 

of t h e  community. 

Another a s p e c t  o f  Chinatown is  t h a t  i t s  popu la t i on  i s  foxmed 

- 7 byrecen t immig ran t s . - -  I n t e r m s  ofmaintainingsocialinteractions 

w i t h i n  t h e  e t h n i c  group, r e p o r t s  s a i d  t h a t  79.7% of  t h e  Chinese 

m a i n t a i n e d c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p t i e s  a n d a h i g h l e v e l o f s o c i a l v i s i t i n g  
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w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  same e t h n i c  g ~ o u p . ' ~  I n  o t h e r  words, Chinese 

who t r y  t o  i n t e g r a t e  more i n t o  Canadian s o c i e t y  t e n d  t o  be o u t s i d e  

o f  t h e  community, no t  s t i c k i n g  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e i r  " fe l low Chinese". 

N e w  members t e n d  t o  g a t h e r  i n  t h e  Chinese community, because t h e y  

would r a t h e r  i n t e g r a t e  i n  t h e  communi ty than the  "outs ide"Canadian  

community, which has t o t a l l y  dif ferent  c u l t u r e s  o r  backgrounds. 

The o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g  i n  Chinatown is  t h a t  t h e r e  is 

n o t  on ly  t h e  Hong Kong i n f l u e n c e ,  b u t  a l s o  a  new cosmopolitanisrn 

i n  Chinese-Canadian c ~ m m u n i t i e s . ' ~  Many businessmen i n  t h e  

cornmunity areinvolvedintradingwith Hong Kongor MainlandChina,  

and t h e y  a l s o  p l a y  an impor tan t  r o l e  i n  s t i m u l a t i n g  t h e  economy 

n o t  on ly  f o r  Chinese but a l s o  f o r  Canada. Moreover, under t h e  

r n u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  po l i cy ,  t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  immigration of Chinese 

from a l 1  o v e r  t h e  world between 1967 and t h e  middle o f  1970's h a s  

enhanced more cosmopolitanism i n  t h e  Chinatowns as  w e 1 L Z 5  

Chinatowns and Chinese communities a r e  s t i l l  growing. There 

a r e  s t r u g g l e s  between t h e  o l d  and young gene ra t i ons ;  however, t h i s  

a l s o  means t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o l d  and new mixes and creates 

a unique harmony. The merchant became t h e  developer  o r  i n v e s t o r ,  

2 3  ibid, pp.104 
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and t h e  poor  l a b o r e r  o r  peasant  became t h e  working c l a s s  Moreover, 

r e c e n t  Chinesegenerationsaremore sophisticatedandwell-educated, 

c h a l l e n g e  t h e  u n f a i r n e s s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  and  t r y  t o  improve t h e i r  

l i f e  b y s p e a k i n g o u t t o t h e  comrnunity. A s  l o n g a s  Chinese are h e r e ,  

1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  Chinese communities i n  Canada w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  

f l o u r i s h .  

4 .  Japanese minorities aftet Wo+ld W a r  II: obstacles 

Japanese  m i n o r i t i e s  w e r e  regarded as  second-c la s s  c i t i z e n s  

i n  Canada i n  t h e  war pe r iod  and b e f o r e ,  During World W a r  II, i n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e y  s u f f e r e d  a s  "enemy a l i e n s " ,  because t h e  J a p a n e s e  

government p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  war a g a i n s t  the "world". J a p a n e s e  

p r o p e r t i e s  w e r e  f r o z e n  by t h e  Canadian government r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  

war began, and t h e y  were f o r c e d  t o  move away from t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  

t o  l i v e  i n l a n d  a r e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  Those people  who suffered 

were main ly  t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n ;  t h e y  needed t o  obey  t h e  

government 's  o r d e r  a l though it was m i s t r e a t m e n t .  Even a f t e r  t h e  

war, when t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  Japanese  improved, t h e r e  was s t i L l  a  

b i a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Japanese.  

Due t o  t h e  governmental  e x c u s e  o f  ' n a t i o n a l  s e c u x i t y " ,  

2 6  Chan, Anthony B. Fold M o u t a i n :  me Chinese _in +he N e w  World. Vancouver: 
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Japanese Canadians in British Columbia could not appeal to fellow 

Canadians for help to fight the unfair treatment .'7 Because other 

ethnic minorities still thought of Japanese as an "enemy group" 

even after the war, Japanese was unable to ask for help £rom outside 

forces, leaving them virtually friendless. Under such haxsh 

circurnstance, N i s e i  tried to reorganize the Japanese community; 

theytriedto ask forhelp fromother sympathetic "fellow Canadians" 

to build a power base for protest against their bitter treatment 

during the war." 

By 1949, Japanese Canadians achieved full citizenship, and 

they were allowed to return to British Columbia." Even though they 

were allowed to go back to the West Coast, a nurnber of Japanese 

people still remained where they were foxced to move, especially 

on the East Coast.30 In the early postwar period, new immigrants 

against visible minorities on the west coast. Japanese people 

still faced discrimination as 'enemies", but they were gradually 

recognized as diligent people, and they began to play an important 

role in the community a;ld economy for the local regions. However, 
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i t  was no t  t h e  end o f  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  u n f a i r  t r e a t m e n t -  

W i t h  t h e  promotion o f  r nu l t i cu l t u r a l i sm  i n  t h e  1970s, t h e  

Canadiangovernment f aced theprob lemsofcompensa t ing theJapanese  

f o r  t h e i r  e x p r o p r i a t e d  p rope r ty .  Japanese peop le  began t o  demand 

compensation o f  f o r  t h e i r  " f rozen p r o p e r t i e s "  t aken  by t h e  

government du r ing  t h e  w a r  p e r i od .  '' This  movernent was succes s f  u l :  

t h e  Canadian government o f f i c i a l l y  apologized f o r  t h e  evacua t i on  

d u r i n g  t h e  war and dec ided  t o  pay compensation i n  September, 1988 .32 

Frime m i n i s t e r  Mulroney fo rma l ly  apologized t o  t h e  Japanese  peop le  

who w e r e  i n  l a b o r  camps du r ing  t h e  war pe r iod .  

The government dec ided  t o  pay a t o t a l  amount o f  t h r e e  hundred 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s ;  12,000 s u r v i v o r s  duringtheevacuationperiodwere 

a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  21,100 Canadian d o l l a r s ,  and more t h a n  t e n  m i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s  was pa id  f o r  development of  Canadian-Japanese communities 

i n  Before Canada, t h e  government o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  

August, 1988, dec ided  t o  g i v e  t h e  Japanese f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  

compensation of 20,000 U . S .  d o l l a r s  per person.34 Even though t h e  

a c t i o n  o f  t h e  Canadiangovernmentmaysomewhathavebeeninfluenced 
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b y  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  t h e  rnovement o f  Canadian- 

J a p a n e s e  f o r  t h e  compensat ion was w o r t h  t r y i n g ,  and it ended  t h e  

d i s c o r d  between Japanese  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  government. 

5 .  Generation changes among Japanese minotities 

N e w  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  s e c o n d  and  t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n s  (Nisei a n d  

Sansei) c u r r e n t l y  p l a y  an  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  Canadian s o c i e t y .  The 

g e n e r a t i o n  change  s e e n  among C h i n e s e  m i n o r i t i e s  happened w i t h i n  

the J a p a n e s e  as  w e l l .  Unlike t h e  f i rst  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  second  

g e n e r a t i o n s  r a p i d l y  began t o  e n t e r  such s e c u r e  and p r e s t i g i o u s  

f i e l d s  as med ic ine ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  d e n t i s t r y ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  l a w  and  

t e a c h i n g .  " According t o  Sunahara ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 

g e n e r a t i o n s  i s  as fo l iows :  

... J a p a n e s e  Canadians  s t i l l  c a r r y  t h e  scars o f  t h e i r  

p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  Issei, t h e  s o c i a l  s i l e n c e  of  t h e  N i s e i ,  

and  t h e  c u l t u r a l  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  S a n s e i a r e  a l l l e g a c i e s  

of t h e  war. The Issei a r e  poor  because  t h e y  w e r e  

d i s p o s s e s s e d .  T h e N i s e i a r e  silentbecausetheyaregood 

Canadians,.. 36 

Although Nisei occup ied  p r e s t i g i o u s  p o s i t i o n s  and  g a i n e d  

r a p i d s u c c e s s i n C a n a d a ,  t h e i r a t t i t u d e s  w e r e s t i l l s i l e n t ,  a v o i d i n g  
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involvement i n  cornplex t h i n g s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o l i t i c s -  The b i t t e r  

exper iences  dur ing  t h e  war pe r iod  made them avoid p o l i t i c a l  

involvement. Sunahara s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  absence even a t  

t h e  p re sen t  t ime cornes £rom t h e  Japanese v i r t u e  enryo ( r e s e r v e  o r  

r e s t r a i n t )  o r  gaman ( p a t i e n c e  and pe r seve rance ) .  37 1t is  not  

certainthatthevirtueapplies t o  youngergenerat ions ,  butitcould 

5 e  s a i d t h a t  J apanesea re  s t i l l  keep inga  d i s t a n c e  frorninvolvement 

i n  policy-rnaking o rgan iza t ions  o r  £rom being p o l i t i c i a n s .  

Unlike Chinese communities, Japanese communities w e r e  no t  

f i r m l y  formed a f t e r  t h e  w a r .  Cur ren t ly ,  t h e r e  a r e  no "Japantowns" 

o r  L i t t l e  Japans i n  Canada. One of t h e  reasons  i s  t h a t  Japanese 

i n t e n t i o n a l l y  t r i e d  not  t o  i n h a b i t  one s p e c i f i c  p l ace  (such a s  t h e  

Vancouver a r e a )  a f t e r t h e  war, b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e  c a u t i o u s  t h a t t h e y  

might aga in  be accused and a t t a c k e d  by mobs i f  something happened. 

A t  t h i s  t ime, war between Canada and Japan i s  u n r e a l i s t i c ,  bu t  t h e  

r i o t s  a g a i n s t  Japanese rnay a g a i n  happen due t o  economic c o n f l i c t s  

be tween the twocoun t r i e s ,  etc. Again, t h e v i r t u e o f  Japanese  enryo 

may appear i n  t h i s  unwil l ingness  t o  g a t h e r  t o g e t h e r -  

Another d i f f e r e n c e  £rom Chinese m i n o r i t i e s  is  t h a t  Japanese 

tend  t o  i n t e g r a t e  more i n t o  Canadian s o c i e t y .  For i n s t a n c e ,  many 

" Sunahara ,  pp. 167 



J apanese  Sanse i  t end  t o  g e t  ma r r i ed  w i th  people £rom o t h e r  e t h n i c  

g roups .  I n t h e 1 9 8 O r s ,  t h e r e w a s  75%-80%ofSanseihadnon-Japanese 

spouses .  38 Because t h e  J apanese  do no t  form t h e i r  community l i k e  

t h e  Chinese,  younger g e n e r a t i o n s  a r e  a b l e  t o  g e t  t o  know peop l e  

f r o m o t h e r e t h n i c g r o u p s .  Itcouldalsobesaidthatpastexperience 

d u r i n g t h e w a r p e r i o d - t h e  evacuation-mayrnakethemmoreintegrated 

i n t o  t h e  Canadian s o c i e t y .  

Nowadays, t h e r e  a r e  few Japanese  immigrat ing t o  Canada. 

I n s t e a d ,  many t o u r i s t s  from Japan  corne t o  Canada each  yea r ,  and 

many Japanese  companies i n v e s t  i n  Canadian e n t e r p r i s e s .  Japanese  

f i r m s  by1974 h a d i n v e s t e d a b o u t S 3 0 0  m i l l i o n i n t h e l u m b e r ,  copper ,  

and coal i n d u s t r i e s  and i n  f i sh -p roce s s ing  p l a n t s  The Se ibu  

c h a i n ,  one of the b i g g e s t  e n t e r p r i s e  complexes i n  Japan,  b u i l t  t h e  

P r i n c e  Hotel i n  Toronto i n  1 9 7 4 .  I n  1 9 7 4 ,  f o r  example, 90,000 

J apanese  v i s i t e d  Canada; among t h e m ,  more than  5 ,000  s k i e r s  went 

t o  B a n f f a n d J a s p e r i n A l b e r t a . ' "  Accordingtoatouristwhovisited 

Banff ,  "Canadians w e r e  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  and t r i e d  t o  h e l p  u s ,  t o o .  " 

O f  cou r se ,  t ou r i sm  employees need t o  f a c e  many Japanese  t o u r i s t s  

who a r e  a b l e  t o  spend more money t h e r e ,  and l o c a l  Canadians 

consequen t l y  t r y  t o  be n i c e  t o  Japanese  t o u r i s t s .  However, t h o s e  
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i n t e r a c t i o n s  would a c c e l e r a t e  more c u l t u r a l  exchanges between 

Canadian  and Japanese  i n  many ways. 

Although t h e r e  w e r e  b i t t e r  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s  among e a r l y  

immigran t s  £rom Japan,  J â p a n e s e  s u r e l y  l i v e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and  

ma ke g r e a t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  their  "two" home c o u n t r i e s  . A c t u a l l y ,  

many Japanese-Canadians t o d a y  are proud of  t h e i r  involvement  i n  

i m p o r t a n t  r o l e s  i n  Canada. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between Canada and Japan  h a s  become more s o l i d ,  and t h e y  have  b u i l t  

a good p a r t n e r s h i p  i n  many ways, exchanging technology,  r e s o u r c e s ,  

c u l t u r e ,  and people .  I n  t h i s  a s p e c t ,  Japanese-Canadians w i l l  b e  

a b l e  t o  p l a y  more i m p o r t a n t  r o l e s  as a "br idge" between t h e  two 

c o u n t r i e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  do  t h a t ,  it may be n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  more 

p o l i t i c i a n s  o r  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  corne from t h e  Japanese  m i n o r i t y .  

V. Multiculturalism in Canada 

1. What is multiculturalism? 

Whatdoestheenforcementofmulticulturalismrneanto Canada? 

The enforcement  o f  r n u l t i c u l t u r a l i s r n  h a s  brought  many i s s u e s  i n t o  

Canada i t s e l f .  According t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  census  i n  1971,  t h e  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  major  e t h n i c  o r i g i n s  i s  as  fo l lows:  E n g l i s h  44.6%, 

' O  i b i d ,  pp.353 
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French 28-7%,  German 6.1%, Italian 3 . 4 % ,  Ukrainian 2,7%, Chinese 

4 I 1%, and Japanese 0.2%. There are of course more ethnic rninorities 

living in Canada than listed above. Canada is a country of 

immigrants from al1 over the world. In order to live and cooperate 

together with people from other backgrounds and cultures, 

multiculturalism is crucial for Canzda itself. 

Because of the enforcement of multiculturalism as an act, the 

issue of compensation for early Japanese immigrants who suffered 

in the evacuationbecamea realitythough ittookmorethan 30 years 

after the war. Of course, the effort of Japanese-Canadians to lobby 

the government cannot be denied- Regardless, this is one of the 

mostdistinguishedexamplesthatthegovernment's beginningtomake 

an effort to solve the conflicts between ethnic minorities. 

Multiculturalism has been one of the Canada's distinguished 

.7 

off icial policies since 1972, '- and it is regarded as a mode1 policy 

by o t h e r m u l t i r a c i a l / r n u l t i c u l t u r a l c o u n t r i e s ,  In other words, the 

initiation of multiculturalism was inevitable for the Canadian 

government because Canada was trying to respect diverse ethnicity, 

culture, and languages. Under this policy, Canada has taken a 

positive attitude to accept immigrants f rom al1 over the world and 

- - -  

il Ohara and Banba, pp. 173 
4' Canada is the first nation who constituted multiculturalism act in 1988 



s t i l l  t o l e r a t e s  "new members" t o  Canada a t  t h i s  moment. Moreover, 

Canada a l s o  a c c e p t s  refugees  £rom c o u n t r i e s  wi th  p o l i t i c a l  u n r e s t  

and l o c a l  wars. 

A s  Canada i t s e l f  i s  formed £rom peop le  £rom every count ry ,  

it i s  very  important  f o r  t h e  governrnent t o  se t  up a  p o l i c y  l i k e  

m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m t o  t r e a t  those  people wi thout  any f avor i t i sm,  A t  

t h e  same t i m e ,  Canada is  a l s o  making an e f fo r t  t o  g e t  r i d  of r a c i a l  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  "equa l i t y"  t o  each m e m b e r  

of t h e  s o c i e t y .  U n d e r t h e p o l i c y o f m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m ,  i t s e e m s t h a t  

t h e  governrnent of  Canada is t r y i n g  t o  experiment with t h e  " i d e a l  

n a t i o n  r e s p e c t i n g  d i f fe rences" .  According t o  A s a h i  Shinbun, one 

of t h e  major  newspapers i n  Japan, "The Canadian govermient is  

c u r r e n t l y  i n  a  b i g  experiment o f  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  under d r a s t i c  

change of immigrant soc ie ty" .  " 

Accord ing to  F le ra s ,  " M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m i s  a r g u a b l y a  c e n t r a l  

dynamic i n  Canadian s o c i e t y  a t  p re sen t  ... The p r i n c i p l e s ,  p o l i c i e s ,  

and p r a c t i c e s  of  rnu l t i cu l tu ra l i sm have c a t a p u l t e d  Canada i n t o  t h e  

f r o n t r a n k s  of societie~inthemanagementofdiversity."~~ I n  o t h e r  

words, Canada has  accepted t h e  "d i f fe rence"  o f  each member of t h e  

and instituted Minister of Multiculturalism and Citizenship in 1990- 
5 3  Tsumaru, Shüichi. " J i k k e n  Shakai no Sugao (A Real Face of Experimental 
Society." Asahi S- (Newspaper) . 30 Jun, 1998, sec. 8:B. 
4 4  Fleras, Augie. and Elliott, Jean L e o n a r d .  Wticultilralisminrînada : 



s o c i e t y a n d h a s  respectedthisdifference, E v e n t h o u g h i t m a y c a u s e  

c o n f l i c t s  between e t h n i c  groups ,  a t  least t h e  Canadian g o v e r m e n t  

i s  c u r r e n t l y a t t e m p t i n g t o  o v e r c o m e e v e r y d i f f i c u l t y u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

and a c c e p t i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  who p o s s e s s  d i f f e r e n t  backgrounds under  

t h i s  p o l i c y .  

I t  may be  t o o  much of a compliment, b u t  Canada i s  a  c u r r e n t  

challenger f o r  t h e  "mode1 coun t ry"  of  t h e  world; even though t h e r e  

are many problems t o  s o l v e ,  t h i s  is wor th  t r y i n g  n o t  on ly  f o r  Canada 

b u t  a l s o  f o r  o t h e r  c o u ~ t r i e s .  O t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  who f a c e  t h e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  a c c e p t i n g  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s / i m m i g r a n t s  could  f o l l o w  

Canadaf s p e a c e f u l  way t o  manage and s o l v e  t h o s e  i s s u e s  wi thou t  any  

v i o l e n c e .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  1 w i l l  b r i e f l y  i n d i c a t e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

Canada uptothebeginningofmulticulturalismandCanadafs c u r r e n t  

s i t u a t i o n  wi th  r e g a r d  t o  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m .  

2 .  Coexistence of English and French 

Canada h a s  l o n g  been rega rded  a s  a b i l i n g u a l  s o c i e t y .  It c a n  

be  s a i d  t h a t  Canada 's  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  began w i t h  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  two c u l t u r e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e :  E n g l i s h  and French. They had 

s t r u g g l e d  f o r  supremacy i n  Canada s i n c e  t h e y  found t h e  new l a n d  

Çhe Ch&lknae of Diversitv. Scarborough: Nelson Canada, 1992. Preface 
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i n  Nor th  America, e s p e c i a l l y  from t h e  end o f  t h e  17'" c e n t u r y  t o  

t h e  1760sG5. Even though E n g l i s h  was fo rmal ly  a d o p t e d  by Canada i n  

t h e  Proc lamat ion  o f  1763,j6 it s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t h e  supremacy 

between them remains  up t o  t h i s  t i m e  a l though  t h e y  do  n o t  f i g h t  

w i t h  arms, 

For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  p r o v i n c e  of Quebec has  m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  own 

p o l i c y  i n  canada." Even though t h e  French l o s t  supremacy over  

Canada i n  t h e  18'~ c e n t u r y ,  t h e  French have kep t  t h e i r  own c u l t u r e  

and language  rnainly i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  of  Quebec. I n  terms of 

r e s p e c t i n g t h e  F r e n c h c u l t u r e  and language ,  t h e  Canadiangovernment  

i n  1 9 6 9  p a s s e d t h e  O f f i c i a l  Languages A c t t o  e n s u r e  t h e  c o e x i s t e n c e  

of E n g l i s h  and French as o f f i c i a l  and e q u a l  l anguages  i n  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  A f t e r  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  t h e  1982  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  A c t  e n t r e n c h e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  d u a l i t y  

as a fundamental  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of Canadian s o c i e t y .  4 9 

Consequent ly ,  i n  1988,  t h e  Conse rva t ive  governmentmoved to  

b r i n g  t h e  a c t  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  C h a r t e r  of R i g h t s  and Freedoms, 

t o  acknowledge its supremacy o v e r  a l 1  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t o  

4 5  Ohara and Banba, pp.24 
'"he B r i t i s h  government t r i e d  t o  des ign  t o  t r ans fo rm Quebec i n t o  a n  
English-speaking colony.  " I n  t h e  p r o v i n c e o f  Quebec, F renchhas  b e e n t h e  f i r s t l a n g u a g e b y t h e  Quebec 
Language L a w s  i n  1977, 
4 9  F l e r a s  and E l l i o t t ,  pp.152 
j 9  i b i d ,  pp. 152 



g u a r a n t e e  t h e  r i g h t  f o r  a l 1  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s  t o  work i n  t h e  language 

o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e ,  and  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  e q u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  French 

50 a n d E n g l i s h i n a l l g o v e r n m e n t s e t t i n g s .  T h e s e c o n s e q u e n t a c t s  for 

Engl i sh /French  b i l i n g u a l i s r n  show one  o f  Canada's p a r t i c u l a x  ways 

t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  of c u l t u r a l  co- 

e x i s t e n c e  a l s o  shows Canada's t o l e r a n c e  of o t h e r  c u l t u r e s .  

3. Mal ticulturalism: as off icial policier, 

The emergence o f  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  a s  o f f i c i a l  government 

p o l i c y  i s  one o f  t h e  rnost i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  Canadian  s o c i e t y  

and w i l l  r e q u i r e  more e f f o r t  f o r  i ts enforcement .  A t  t h i s  moment, 

e v e r y  e f f o r t  f o r  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  i n  Canada made a t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

l e v e l s  has g a t h e r e d  rnomentum w i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  of t h e  

5' 
M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  A c t  i n  1988 .  - A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  

emphasis on m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  o f  t h e  Canadian government is mainly 

f o c u s e d o n  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  and t h e  a t t a i n m e n t o f  s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c  

integrationthroughrernovalofdiscriminatorybehaviors, b a r r i e r s ,  

and a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  e q u a l i z e  o p p o r t ~ n i t y . ~  

During 1971-1985,  p o l i  t i c a l  cons i d e r a t i o n s  on 

i b i d ,  pp. 152-153 
5 1  Fieras and E l l i o t t ,  pp.216 
5' ib id ,  pp. 68 



multiculturalism began to focus. There were two important 

political decisions at that time: the Canadian government set the 

policy of multiculturalism in 1971 and the Official Language Act 

in 1971. In particular, the 1971 policy of multiculturalism 

advocated a restructuring of the symbolic order to incorporate al1 

identities of every different ethnic group on an equal ba~is.'~ 

Under this policy, no ethnic minorities would be treated as minor 

citizens in Canada, and no distinctive culture, which each ethnic 

minority possesses, would be denied by legitimate status. 

Consequently, the Ministry of Multiculturalism was 

instituted in 1973 to monitor the implementation of multicultural 

activities within government and departments. In the following 

period, off icial linkages between the government and ethnic 

organizations were e~tablished.~: Among those organizations, the 

Canadian Consultative Councilon multiculturalismwas established 

in 1973. These consecutive establishments of govermental 

organizations show Canada's solid decisionto implementthe policy 

of multiculturalism nationwide, the first country to do so. 

On July 21, 1988, the Canadian government announced that a 

nationalmulticultural law, called the Multiculturalism Act would 

5 3  ibid, pp.73 
5 4  ibid, pp.74 



replace the multicultural policy in 1971- The Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Multiculturalism in 1987 announced as 

follows : 

Themulticultural policyof 1971is clearlyinsufficient 

and out-of-date- It does not have the ability to meet 

the needs of today's multicultural society. There is a 

sense that this '15-year-old policy is floundering. It 

needs clear direction, '5 

The new law established multiculturalism as a fundamental 

characteristic of Canadian society with a crucial role in the 

decision-making process of the federal government. Moreover, in 

early 1990, the Canadian government announced the formation of the 

Canadian Multicultural Advisory Committee to assist in the 

imp~ementationoftheMulticulturalismActthroughpublic~ducation 

5 6 and community programs. Through education on multiculturalism, 

the government tries to remove the barriers between majority and 

minorities oroneminorityraceandanotherrace. Atthesametime, 

the government also accelerates more interactions among them. 



3. Multiculturalism in C a n a d a  : education 

In Canadian schools, the government mandates education for 

ethnic diversity. Multicultural education is defined as an 

organized effort to manage racial and ethnic diversity as an 

integral component of the school system." In other words, 

multiculturaleducation respects one's ethnic/culturalbackground~ 

The goal O£ multicultural education is as follows: when one learns 

something £rom the education, one can utilize it to adapt other 

cultures as a basis for cornparison, criticism, or involvement, and 

at the same tirne, each person is equipped with an understanding 

of cross-cultural alternatives that ideally prepares them for 

interaction with other cultural groups." 

In those schools, there are many programs for 

multiculturalism. For instance, at a school in northwestern 

Ontario, many cultural activities are enforced to celebrate 

cultural diversity. Each class chooses a country to adopt for the 

five-day celebration. During the week, the class would study 

aspects ofthatcountryto share knowledge from students withother 

students . Moreover, classes invite guest speaker ( s )  who visited 

57 ibid, pp.187 
5a ibid, pp. 193 



c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s  ( i n g e n e r a l ,  a coun t rywaschosenwheres tuden t ( s )  

came £rom) t o  g i v e  a brief  l e c t u r e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  c l a s s e s . 5 9  It 

i s  one  o f  t h e  examples  o f  h e l p i n g  every s t u d e n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o t h e r  

c u l t u r e s .  

Canada's  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m i s  s t i l l i n  p r o g r e s s ;  it is  n o t  y e t  

p e r f e c t -  A m o n g t h e m a j o r i t y g r o u p ,  t h e r e  a r e m a n y c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  

m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m .  A f t e r 1 9 7 1 w h e n C a n a d a d e c l a r e d t h e p o l i c y ,  most  

immigrants  were f r o m  A s i a ,  n o t  from Europe.  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  

Toron tog  s non-Caucasian p o p u l a t i o n  i n  2000 w i l l  be o v e r  54%, most  

o f  whom are C h i n e s e  m i n o r i t i e s .  Al though v i s i b l e  o b j e c t i o n s  o r  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  A s i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  have  

n o t  y e t  appeared ,  it is  assumed t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  some d e g r e e  o f  

o b j e c t i o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

Moreover, t h e r e  i s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  how t h e  Canadian  

government s o l i d i f i e s  d i v e r s e  e t h n i c  g roups  a s  Canadian  c i t i z e n s .  

Because Canada a d m i t s  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  and  m u l t i r a c i a l  r i g h t s ,  it is 

a c r u c i a l  i s s u e  how Canada w i l l  l e a d  t h o s e  m u l t i r a c i a l  members t o  

"uni ty" .  A t t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h o s e m e m b e r s m a y a l s o  n e e d t o  r e c o g n i z e  

t h a t  t h e y  a r e  Canad ian  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  f irst  p l a c e ,  b e f o r e  t h i n k i n g  

of themse lves  a s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  e t h n i c  group .  I n  t h i s  a s p e c t ,  t h e  

5' ibid, pp. 200 
Tsumaru, Açahi S m .  



government m a y  need to have more c e n t r i p e t a l  force to u n i f y  those 

members - 



Conclusion 

To the Future 

Both Chinese and J a p a n e s e  m i n o r i t i e s  now r e c e i v e  e v e r y  

b e n e f i t  a s  Canadian c i t i z e n s .  There  are many d i f f e r e n c e s  between 

Chinese  and Japanese  m i n o r i t i e s  a s  t o  why and how t h e y  went a c r o s s  

t h e  ocean t o  l i v e  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  coun t ry  and t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  

backgrounds.  However, s e v e r a l  common p o i n t s  can  be found between 

them. Because o f  t h e i r  v a l u i n g  d i l i g e n c e ,  t h e  economic s i t u a t i o n  

o f  b o t h  m i n o r i t i e s  i s  v e r y  s t a b l e ,  Because o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t  f o r  

e d u c a t i o n  and s t a b l e  f i n a n c i a l .  s t a b i l i t y ,  t h e  younger  g e n e r a t i o n s  

o f  b o t h  m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  a b l e  t o  s t u d y  a t  u n i v e r s i t y  and a c q u i r e  

h i g h - l e v e l  educa t ion .  Because o f  t h e  t h i r d / f o u r t h  g e n e r a t i o n s f  

wel l -educated  backgrounds, they c u r r e n t l y  p l a y  important r o l e s  i n  

e v e r y  f i e l d  i n  Canadian s o c i e t y .  

Those b e n e f i t s  t h a t  t h e  younger g e n e r a t i o n s  of b o t h  

m i n o r i t i e s  currentlyreceivearebuiltonthehardshipsoftheearly 

immigrants  from China o r  Japan .  Although t h e y  had f a c e d  rnuch 

d i f f i c u l t y  and  b i a s  when they a r r i v e d  i n  Canada, t h e y  were v e r y  

patient and e v e n t u a l l y  overcame t h e i r  hard times. I t  took  a long  

t i m e  f o r  them t o  become r e c o g n i z e d  as Canadian c i t i z e n s ,  b u t  t h e s e  

h a r d  t i m e s  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  f r u i t f u l  because t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  are 



now p l a y i n g  a c t i v e  r o l e s  i n  Canadian s o c i e t y .  

A s  1 ment ioned  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  Korean m i n o r i t i e s  

i n  J a p a n  a l s o  c u r r e n t l y  e n j o y  t h e i r  l i v e s  a s  Chinese  a n d  Japanese  

m i n o r i t i e s  i n c a n a d a .  T h e i r  ra te  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n g o e s  up e v e r y  

y e a r .  M y  f a t h e r ,  a f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  Korean r e s i d e n t ,  o f t e n  t o l d  

m e  " Y o u n e e d t o  s t u d y h a r d e r  andmakemuchmore e f f o r t  t h a n  Japanese .  

Because you compete w i t h  J a p a n e s e  i n  e v e r y  way, you need t o  b e  more 

o u t s t a n d i n g  t h a n  them. I n a  j o b  i n t e r v i e w ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  J apanese  

i n t e r v i e w e r s  o f  c o u r s e  f a v o r  J a p a n e s e  i n t e r v i e w e e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  

impress  y o u r s e l f  on  them, you must have something more r emarkab le  

t h a n  Japanese ;  o t h e r w i s e ,  you c a n n o t  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  Japanese  

s o c i e t y .  " Needless t o  Say, rny f a t h e r ' s  words a r e  s t i l l  a l i v e  i n  

m y  mind. 1 wonder i f  Canadian-Chinese and Japanese  p a r e n t s  would 

have t o l d ' t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t h e  same words as my f a t h e r  d i d .  

Nowadays, t h e  "exc lus ive"  Japanese  s o c i e t y  h a s  changed 

l i t t l e  by l i t t l e ,  Japanese  companies have begun t o  g i v e  more 

employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  Korean u n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e s .  There  a r e  

many t h i r d  and f o u r t h  g e n e r a t i o n s  working a t  f i r s t - r a t e  companies 

and  a l s o  p l a y i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h o s e  companies.  From t h e i r  

ranks, some e x e c u t i v e  c l a s s  p e r s o n n e l  have been promoted t o  v i c e  

p r e s i d e n t s ,  Moreover, a  number o f  Koreans have p a s s e d  t h e  



examina t ion  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  o f  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s ,  and  a  few o f  

t h e m h a v e s t a r t e d t o w o r k a t t h e c i t y h a l l o f Y o k o h a m a .  Also ,  Korean 

s c h o o l s  w e r e  r e c e n t l y  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  a t t e n d  f i a t i o n a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  

s p o r t s  cornpet i t ion  i n  Japan. 

Although Korean r e s i d e n t s  i n  Japan  have m a d e  nurnerous 

achievements ,  t h e y  s t i l l  f a c e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  l i v i n g  i n  Japan; many 

more improvements f o r  Koreans ( o r  f o r e i g n e r s )  a r e  n e c e s s a r y .  I n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  Japanese  s o c i e t y  i s  recogn ized  a s  one  o f  t h e  more 

f o r e i g n - e x c l u s i v e  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e r e f o r e  i t  will t a k e  a  l o n g e r  t i m e  

t o  change t h e  s o c i e t y .  With r e g a r d  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  more 

improvements i n  s o c i e t y ,  t h i s  a l s o  a p p l i e s  t o  Canada. The 

Canadian government needs t o  make more e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  

of  e a c h  m i n o r i t y  ( o r  m a j o r i t y )  g roup-  'A c o u n t r y  o f  mosaic" s e e m s  

f i n e  s o  f a r ,  but p o s s e s s i n g  a s e n s e  of  s o l i d a r i t y  i s  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  

among t h o s e  p e o p l e  i n  Canada. 

However, t h e  b i g g e s t  d i f £ e r e n c e  between Canada and  Japan  is 

t h a t  Canada is  a c o u n t r y  o f  immigrants  £rom a l 1  o v e r  t h e  world,  

and Japan  is a "homogeneous" coun t ry ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  some Japanese  

peop le .  Japan  has  once a c c e p t e d  r e f u g e e s ,  £rom V i e t  Nam i n  t h e  

1 9 7 0 r s .  A t  t h a t  time, p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  n o t  o n l y  i n  Japan but a l s o  

worldwide f o r c e d  Japan  t o  a c c e p t  t h o s e  r e f u g e e s ,  s o  Japan had no 



c h o i c e  b u t  t o  a c c e p t  them under  t h i s  p r e s s u r e .  

Also,  t h e  Japanese  government h a s  been a c c e p t i n g  Japanese  

c h i l d r e n l e f t b e h i n d i n C h i n a a f t e r  WorldWar II.' E v e n t h o u g h t h e y  

a r e  p u r e  Japanese ,  t h e y  w e r e  r a i s e d  by Chinese  and a r e  f l u e n t  i n  

Chinese,  n o t  Japanese ,  and t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  h a b i t s  are t o t a l l y  

Chinese .  T h e  Japanese  g o v e r m e n t  e n f o r c e s  s e v e r a l  programs such  

as J a p a n e s e l a n g u a g e  c o u r s e s ,  c u l t u r a l  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  a n d v o c a t i o n a l  

t r a i n i n g  t o  accustom them t o  J a p a n e s e  s o c i e t y .  However, some of 

t h e  c h i l d r e n  ( b u t t h e y a r e  alreadygrownupwhentheycameto Japan)  

cannot  become accustomed t o  t h e  life i n  Japan  and  e v e n t u a l l y  go 

back t o  China a g a i n .  I t  shows J a p a n ' s  l a c k  of e x p e r i e n c e  i n  

a c c e p t i n g  p e o p l e  f r o m  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  backgrounds,  and t h e  

government shou ld  deepen u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  à i f f e r e n c e  t o  l i v e  

t o g e t h e r  . 

Canada 's  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  is t h e  most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p o l i c y  

p robab ly  i n  t h e  world,  and t h e  government makes e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  

t r e a t  a l l p e o p l e  i n C a n a d a  e q u a l l y .  S u c h t o l e r a n c e  a n d e x p e r i e n c e  

t o  h a v e a c c e p t e d i r n m i g r a n t s  fromeverycountrywilldefinitelyhelp 

A f t e r  World War II when Japan l o s t  t h e  war, those  pa ren t s  of  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
t r i e d  t o  escape f  rom "Manchukuo" ( c u r r e n t  nor theas  t e r n  China) , which Japan 
procla imedas  a n i n d e p e n d e n t s t a t e i n  1932. Those c h i l d r e n a t t h a t t i m e w e r e  
s t i l l  bab ies  o r  small c h i l d r e n  who might be a burden when they  were escaping 
t o  Japan, Therefore,  some of  the  pa ren t s  left t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  to t h e  l o c a l  
people t o  xa i se .  I n  1981, t h e  Japanese government i n i t i a t e d  t h e  program to 
let t hose  c h i l d r e n  sea rch  fox t h e i r  p a r e n t s  o r  r e l a t i v e s  i n  Japan. 



thepoliciesofothercountriestoacceptmoxepeoplewithdifferent 

backgrounds.  I t  canno t  be d e n i e d  t h a t  many improvements are s t i l l  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m ;  however, it s e e m s  t h a t  Canada is 

stillexperimentingwithhowmulticulturalismshouldbemaintained 

and how it c a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  work b e t t e r .  

It i s  commonly said t h a t  t h e  A c t  o f  B i l i n g u a l i s m  a i m s  f o r  

t h e  r i g h t s  of  E n g l i s h  and French people  on  one  hand, t h e  A c t  of  

M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  a i m s  f o r t h o s e  o f  v i s i b l e  m i n o r i t i e s  on t h e  o t h e r  

hand. T h e  two d i f f e r e n t  A c t s  have worked well; however, t h e r e  is 

a  problem t o  s o l v e .  I n  t h e  name o f  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m ,  it seerns a s  

i f  people i n C a n a d a  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y d i v i d e d i n t o  e - i - h n i c g r o u p u n i t s .  

The g o v e r m e n t  needs  t o  f i n d  how m a j o r i t y  p e o p l e  ( E n g l i s h  and 

French)  a n d o t h e r  e t h n i c  gxoups c a n u n i f y ,  i n t e g r a t e ,  a n d c o o p e r a t e  

w i t h  one group a n d  a n o t h e r  a s  Canadian c i t i z e n s .  

A t  any r a t e ,  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  v i s i b l e  

r n i n o r i t i e s  i n  Canada. O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  l i v e s  o f  b o t h  Chinese and 

Japanese  m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  under  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m .  

The l i v e s  of  t h e  two m i n o r i t i e s  axe  expanding and s t r i v i n g ,  and  

t h e y  a r e  spend ing  t h e i r  l i v e s  as  Canadian c i t i z e n s .  T o  be  born  

a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  m i n o r i t y  i s  n o t  a shameful m a t t e r ;  i f  any th ing ,  i t  

is  a  m a t t e r  f o r  pride. M i n o r i t y  members m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  p o s s e s s  



a k e e n e r s e n s e o f  f e e l i n g s  f o r o t h e r s  s u c h a s t h o u g h t f u l n e s s ,  hurnor, 

compassion, a n g e r ,  friendship, etc t h a t  people £rom m a j o r i t y  

g r o u p ( s )  may n o t  easily a c q u i r e .  1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  of 

Chinese  and J a p a n e s e  m i n o r i t y  p e o p l e  i s  as bright as Canada's 

f u t u r e  . 
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