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Abstract 

Cree communities in Northcm Quebec have ken  going through rapid changes since the 

fust arriva1 of the Eurocanadians on their lands. Their customs, their houses and their 
eating habits have been deeply influenced by western living patterns. Today, the hours 
and the comrnunity designs rtmind more of the suburban Canadian landscape. Yet, Native 
social, cuitural and natural environment still differs h m  non-Native communities in 
Canada 

Traditionally, women used to play an important role in the domestic area Due to 
colonization, Native women have lost theu status and are not part of the decision making 
process of their homes. Despite îhat, Native women have continuai to play a special role 
in fostering a sense of identity in their communities. It is thereforc important to involve 
them in housing projocts in order to find designs more adapted to the needs of their 
families. 

nie case study took place in Chisasibi. a Cree village at the North of James Bay, which has 
been relocated 17 years ago. and ken  Living in fuiîy equipped houses based on western 
designs. This thesis aimed at rcveaiing the opinion of Native women about their domestic 
environment and coiiect their suggestions for hinue improvements. The iesults showed 
that Native families' Lifestyles have becorne more and more diversified: some want to 
incorporate traditional behavior patterns, other on the contrary. are more inclined in lhhg 
the westem way. Of course age and social background play an important role in their 
opinions. Still, the major aitic concems the inappropriate designs. the lack of space and 
storage which tend to influence the way people use the space in the house. The thesis 
pointed out the importance of defining housing layouts in accordance to the Native families' 
choices and sense of identity. 



Résumé 

Les communautés Cries du Nord du Québec ont vécu de grands changements depuis 

l'arrivée des Eurocanadiens sur leurs terres. Leurs moeurs, leurs maisons. leur 

noumture ont été grandement influencé par le mode de vie occidental. ~ujourd'hui, les 

maisons et les plans d'aménagement des communautés rappellent plus l'urbanisme des 

banlieues Canadiennes. Néanmoins. l'environnement social. culturel et naturel des Cris 

diffère encore grandement des communautés non-autochtones. 

Traditionellement. Ies femmes autochtones bénéficiaient d'une grande responsabilité au 

sein de la maison. Mais à cause de la colonization. elles ont perdu leur statut social et ne 

participent plus aux prises de décisions concernant leurs maisons. En dépit de cela. elles 

ont continué à jouer un rôle fondamental en renforçant le sentiment d'identité dans leurs 

communautés. II est donc important de les impliquer dans des projets de logement de 

manière à trouver des plans plus appropriés aux besoins de leurs familles et plus adaptés à 

leur culture. 

L'étude de cas a eu lieu à Chisasibi. une communauté Crie au Nord de la Baie James. Il y 

a 17 ans. ses habitants ont dû quitter Iïle de Fort George pour aller habiter sur un 

nouveau site 9 km en amont de la rivière La Grande. Cette thSse a pour but de révéler 

l'opinion des femmes autochtones sur leur logement et de rassembler leurs suggestions 

pour des améliorations futures. Les résultats ont démontré que le mode de vie des 

familles autochtones s'est de plus en plus diversifié: certaines familles préfèrent vivre de 

manière plus traditionelle, d'autres en revanche sont plus attirées par le mode de vie 

occidental- Bien sûr, l'âge et le contexte social de chacune des résidentes jouent un  rôle 

important dans leurs opinions. Néanmoins. le plus grand problème concerne le manque 

d'espace et de rangements, ce qui influence la manière dont les habitants utilisent les 

espaces dans la maison. Enfin, les résultats de l'étude révèlent la responsabiltié 

grandissante des familles autochtones dans leurs choix et décisions concernant les plans 

de leurs maisons. 
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Introduction 

Traditionally, Native women in gened,  and Cree women in particular, played an important 
role in the M e  of their community. They shared their duties with their husbands and were 
considered as their equals. Following the European conquest of Canada, there was an 

erosion of the social status of Native women, slowly they became subordinated to men, a 
status not very different from that of the non-Native Canadian women of that time. 

Government regulations and residential schools destroyed the family clan system as the base- 

unit of the social  order in the Aboriginal societies. With the construction of houses, directed 
by the Deparmient of Indian Affairs, women were excluded h m  the designing and building 

pmess  although they were - and still are - responsible of the setting up and taking care of the 

teepee, in which the whole community continues to celekate and c a ~ k  in the summa. Thcir 
responsibility mthin the household covers not only the domestic tasks. but also the cducation 
of the children and fïnally the teaching of culturai identity. Traditionally womcn represent the 

"center" of the family, therefore the need to involve women in the design process of their 
homes becornes relevant. 

Under western influence, the social and economic Iife of the Crees underwent several 
changes. Not only did they move h m  a nomadic to a scdentary M e  style, but through the 

James Bay and Nonhem Quebec Agreement - which provided them with financial 
indemnities - they also became part of the Eurocanadian economy. The case of Chisasibi, a 
Cree community West of Radisson in Northem Quebec, is exemplary: the community moved 

only seventeen years ago h m  the Fort George island, where they stiil lived without running 
water or sewage system. The relocation provided them with M y  equipped houses in a new 
community centralizing aLi communal services. Today, the houscs on rescrves are more 

closely related to Canadian suburban homes and have Little to do with the traditional living 
patterns of the Native family or community. New u n b  no longer integrate the usual 

extended family, most houses do not permit aiterations, the separations in the homes have 
fostered a sense of privacy and individuality. Native families are thus trapped in living 
patterns that are not their own. "When culture is not a factor of creation of a built 

environment, the result is social disorder and loss of identity" (Hamdi, 1991). 

The prevailing idea of this thesis was to link 3 issues together: the interaction of identity and 
housing, the relation of gender and culture; and, the role of women in the design of thcir 
home. The links between women's awarcness of their household and the need to find 
appropriate housing designs become more relevant every day. The situation in Native 



cornmunities synthesizes most of the issues which exist in housing projects al1 over the 
world. These issues include culturai appropriaieness. housing and identity, extendeâ 
families, harsh climatic conditions and western influence in all areas of theu saciety and 
particularly in their domestic environment 

Emergence of the project 
The idea for this research began during the summer of 1997, when the author was invited to 
visit a fîiend living in Chisasibi. Once there, the author was invited to join a workshop 
offered to the Cree residents in search of inner heaiing. These group meetings lastd a whole 
week and enabled her to leam about aspects of Native lives and become aware of thtir 
personal problems. The workshop created special "bonds" Ieading to various discussions 
about housing issues and gendcr awareness. 

Theoretical framework 
Aware of the growing interest for women's participation in development, the author started to 

inves tigate about housing projects based on gcnder awareness. Emerging wi th the feminist 
movement in the 1970s, the World Conference for the United Nations Decade for Women 
meeting in Nairobi in 1985 and lately with the Beijing conference in September 1995, 
women's participation has been increasing in ail areas of life. Mainly, the issue of women in 
Third World countries deals with poverty, subordination and discrunination due to patriarchal 
society. Whether from Hindu. Muslim or Christian religion, most women fmm poor 
households often suffer h m  abuse and exclusion fiom the education system and the labor 
market (Wekerle, 1980; Molyneux, 1981, Momsen and Townsend, 1987, Brydon and 
Chant, 1989; Adler, 1991). The purpcise of this primary research served to understand how 
women's position is k i n g  considered and what types of devclopment projects arc 
implemen ted. 

Architects and socioIogists have been restarching on specific issues conceming the 

household domain and swing the importance of involving women in housing projects Most 
of these studies deal with women and sanitation issues, upgrading and rehabilitation of their 
homes (Schmink, Bruce and Kohn, 1986, Panwalker, 1994). other focus on land tenure 
linking issues of gender, urbanization and environment (Lamon. 1994). analyPng "the 

transition to modem housing and its consequences for low-income people, especiaily for 
women". Todes (1994) expressed her concern about the fact that "gender planning 
procedure might have helped to identify spaces for action, and could have provided a more 



systematic identification of needs". Dandekar in her paper Women and Ho* thq 
rd Relationshin to Developen t Understa , points out that the 

changes in the composition and stnictuxe of f d e s  have changai dramaticaüy 
throughout the world in the last five decades. yet profcssionals who design and 
regdate the built enWonmnt continue to plan and build ho= for family types, 
predominantly the nuclear family, that are, or arc about to becorne, the miaority in 
some cultures (1993:4). 

The appropriateness of the housing designs in regard to a given culture is a key elcment in 
fmding the right answers to the growing needs of the poor populations. The role of women 
in the family and their input in fostering a sense of cultural identity in their cornmunitics are 
very important aspects which lead the author to consider their responsibility in discusshg 
problems that affect their homes. Since Native waaen have been suEaing from cdonization 

and consequently lost their status within their communities. and because Native people 
struggle with houses that are not appropriate to their family size and to their culture, this 
thesis aimed at creating a frameworic of research which looks into aspects of gender, identity 
and housing. 

Methodology 
In al1 areas related to Native history and culture, Native customs, living and hunting 
activities, the author lirnited her literature review to the Cree comunities of Northem Quebec 
in order to avoid generalizations and misunderstandings. 

The first part of this thesis is a fiterature review. It explores Cree communities' way of life 
before their contact with Europeans. Finding information on Native people's domestic 
environments was diffïcult as most writen and observers diiring the 1s t  anhaies wae  trade 
men or missionâries and therefore. not particularly interested in household affairs and 
women's role in the household. Moreover. their opinion was very much influenced by 
European culture and Catholic religion. The literature often tends to be biased and distant 
h m  reality. Fortunately, during the case study the author was able to interview inhabitants 
of Chisasibi and corroborate information found in the literature review. 

Consequently, the role of women in the household was very poorly documented and then 
only in very general ternis. Fortunately, Regina Flanneryl and other fernale w r i m  
researched and documentcd the lives of Native women by recordhg and inmvicwing eldaly 

- 

l~lannery, Regine. EIIcn Smallboy. Gliw~ses tfa Cree Wuwmn3 Life. (1995). 

3 



Native women. in terms of housing, most of the review w s  based on anthmpological 
literature such as Tanner's book brin gin^ Home Ani- (1979) which describes the role 
and importance of rituals and symbols in every day life, or Salisbury A Ho-d for the 
Cree (1986) which shows the evolution in Native villages in the years of the James Bay and 
Northern Quebec Agreement. Most information was found in govemment reports such as 
the Department of Northern and Indian Affairs, the Canadian Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation and the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Affairs. The documents mainly 
focused on very precist aspects, such as technical issues, or women's need for shelter. Few 
reports addressed the problems betwcen cultural appropriateness and housing issues in Cree 
commUnities.2 

Literature review about housing issues wriaen by Native p p l e  focustd mainly on problems 
related to the Indian Act, which stipulate that Native women who marricd white men wcre 
therefore considered non-status Indians and not allowed to live on rescrve. This issue hasn't 
been discussed in the case study because ail the women i n t e ~ e w e d  were Status Indians. 

Community participation in Native housing has been documented by governmcntal 
organizations, particularly in regard to technical building issues. CMHC developed self-help 
constmctions programs to enable rural communities to build their houses themselves. The 
community participation in the relocation of Chisasibi has been analyzed by various scholars 
in unpublished Mastea and Ph.D. thesisf. A successful project was implemented through 
the consultation of the community of Ouje-Bougoumou in 1994 and served as a mode1 in 
many regards? 

The author developed a questionnaire focusing on distinct spaces in the home to uncover the 
problems affecting Native families. The questionnaire was bascd on studies about the 
community consultation prcxess in Fort Gwrge and the resulting situation in Chisasibi. To 

2 - ~ ~ A P .  Gathcring Strurgth. ~01.3 (1996). 
- Reports CMHC. 
- Young. Kuc, ct iL ks arlr du Lugunriu u & I'IIJiaunrtrc C-e sur la S a d  thas l u  R é s e r v a  
lndknrtl~ du Canado (1991); McDoweïï. Kemiech HouzUig. Culture Md Design: H m ï n g  Md Cultwe fw Native 
Groups VI Cana&.(1989); CMHC, A Cultwdly Suuitive Appraach to Planning and Design with Native Camudioru 
(1984); CMHC. S k h g  Succus in Native Howuig. Highiights of the CMHC Housing Awar&. Syqpusiym on the 
Aboriginal H o u h g  (1995); Ghuia, AfsM-Minlr. Cdrvrd Apprmchcs ro Native Cadian H w i n g :  An Evduation 
of Existing Houring Projats in Cree C m u w d i w  ofNortheru Quçbcc. (1994). 
3~haw.  Pem. Town Plamhg in Consulration with Md Participath/ram a NatNc Cowmudy. A Case S t d j  4 t h e  
ReIocatwn of the C t u  Indian Communir)c cl/ Ftwt George to Chisdi, Q&c (1982); Tr.nchic4 Diniel. 
Rcfdisation du Village Indien Cri & Fort GCQ~L, RCgioir de la Baie J4mu. Qu&~.(l980). 
4~hicoinc. Lucie. Le Viiiàgc O~~L-BOY~OY~OY: Une &periauv dC PlonjfLCdiorr Part@ en MilUY Aufochto~ 
(1990). 



understand the broad set of issues involved in the domestic environment. the questionnaire 

tocused on physical aspects as well as on social parameters dealing with the interviewees' 

li\.cs. their opinions about cornrnunity participation and the relocation itself. The questions 

about each space in the house were also based on findings of previous studies on Native 

housing. Besides gathering aspects concerning the physical parameters of the house. the 

thesis aims at incorporating the resident's opinion and suggestions for future improvements. 

T~venty women agreed to answer the questionnaire and eighteen compteted it. The results 

have to be considered in a qualitative rather than quantitative way. The number of 

intcrviewees offered an interesting sample of the population of Chisasibi. showing the 

diversity of choices and points of view. 

Structure of the thesis 

The tirst chapter deals with Cree life before the colonization. AI1 the areas of their lives were 

detined correspondingly to certain rules as Native people have a very rich cultural heritage in 

regard to their domestic environment. It is illustrated through different types of dweilings 

and the roIe and importance of rituals and symbols in every day iife. The social parameters 

specific to Native communities which differentiate them from western societies such as the 

family structures in  hunting groups. the division of tasks. the definition of space 

corresponding to male or female family mernbers. as well as the tradition of marriage and 

education. Nevertheless the assimilation into western l i festyle caused speci fic behsivior 

patterns such as changes in chiIdbearing and marriage. Consequently. these aspects had a 

direct influence on the size of the families and the use and needs of the rooms. Similariy. 

rcsidcntial schools were created to educate Native children and foster their integration into 

Eurocanadian society. The consequences can be witnessed in the way Native communities 

tia\.c accepted western houses and the living habits specific to the western Iayout. Finally we 

look rit how women were affected by govemmental laws and residentid schools. and what 

role they play today in their communities. as they continue to be the care takers of their 

homes and their communities. 

The second chapter discusses the different issues related to housing in traditional culture. For 

esample the role and importance of identity and culture. how it affects the design and the 

spatial arrangement. the use of materials. It also highlights the relevance of community 

consultation in Native communities as it enables the community to build up its own identity. 

The actual housing situation in Native cornmunities. in Canada as well as in northern regions, 

the federd housing programs on reserve and the legal regime and tenure are reviewed. 



Overcrowding. bad sanitation condition. poor materials are common problems in Native 

homes affl icting direct ly the physical and psychological well-king of its inhabitants. 

The third chapter. gives the historical context of the Cree communities of Northem Québec. 

their political evolution after the James Bay and Northern Québec Agreement. the temtoriat 

division and their iiitegration in the governmentai structures. Effort is also made to explain 

the relocation process from Fort George to Chisasibi. including details of the community 

consultation process. the designing of the new layout and the construction of the houses. 

The fourth chapter deals with the case study. First. the author descibes the interviewees. 

their social background. their actual profession and their houses. The range of questions 

cover AI the areas of their house as well as issues concerning women participation and 

community consultation. In paralfel. illustrations of the houses drawn by the interviewees 

are incorporated together with plans found at the Cree Construction Company (Chee Bee) in 

Chisasibi to illustrate the questionnaire. 

Esternal interest 

During previous community consultations on housing issues in other Cree villages. Native 

women seemed shy and reluctant to speaking and expressing their needs. The process and 

the findings of this thesis therefore corne in a very important moment in Native housing 

history when community consultation has become a major tool in finding solutions to the 

rnisting problerns. The interest of the participants themsglves in this research. of 

administrators of the Band. of architects. and consultants working in Chisasibi and an other 

Cree community. of anthropologists and the Women's Teaching and Studies Research Center 

of McGill has nourished my friith and convinced me that the questions raised in this thesis 

:iddresseci important aspects of Native people lives. It may open new horizons of research to 

enhance the quality of the domestic environment of Native communities. 



Chapter 1- Cree traditions 

The domestic environment of the Cree is intrinsically shaped by their every day life in the 

bush. This means that writing about Native housing. family roles and division of domestic 

tasks must take into account the traditional nomadic hunting system in which the Cree lived 

unt i l  the Europeans settled on their territories. and started influencing their economy. I t  is 

only in the last 50 years that the living conditions of James Bay Cree have undergone rapid 

changes. 

Their first contact with the Europeans dates back to the 16th century. when the Native's 

sconorny was still based on hunting and fishing. The fur trade enabled them to improve their 

niaterial conditions considerably: the new cutting tools were more practical and durable. the 

kettle \vas stronger. easier to transport (Bailey in Chance, 1969:35). But generally. their 

~ v a y s  of living remained similar to what they were before the arrivai of the Europeans. 

During the third or fourth decade of the 17th century. the fur trade began to decline. to the 

point that the Indians could not survive any Ionser from that commerce. Incapable of 

pur-chasin2 primary goods. the Cree had to accept Eurocanadian economic rules. and rapidly 

startcd to lose their "autonomy" (La Rusic in Chance. 196955). 

Befors discussing the political and material changes of the Cree society. it  is important to 

understand the complex set of rules by which the Cree traditionally lived. traditional cultures 

rsly o n  vcry well-defined social parameters and also on  a perfect understanding of their 

natural environment. Their political and social network is mainly based on survival from 

hunting activities and living peacefully within a given community. Climatic conditions are 

estrémely severe in Northem Quebec and any changes in the animal population can become 

lik-threatenins for those who are not well prepared. Helping and sharing within the family 

are basic principles that Native comrnunities have respected and relied upon for centuries. 

Thc domestic realm is organizcd accordingly and adjusts to f i t  the needs of bush life. 

1.1. The notion of space 
Setting up camp feIl into the ritual behavior of Cree communities. and followed certain 

patterns. First. the fact that hunting fimilies were nomadic due to the scarcity of resources 

ivi thin  one or two dayr; travel. especially beaver. moose. bear. porcupine. hare and some 

species of fish. Families moved every second year at least and each time would build a new 

0 
camp. in which new dwellings were constructed for the entire family. The canvas covering 



the tent carried from one camp to an other but its wood frame would be newly built. 

0 When natural resources were seriously reduced, such as dead trees for firewood. green 

boughs for the floor. and moss for insulation. communities would also leave for a new 

destination. which could include a new territory belonging to one of the family members or 

mriybe an area belonging to a friend who would share it with them. The former harvest zone 

would take several years to develop again. therefore hunting groups hrid to wait between 

two. five or even up to ten years until they could come back to an earlier camp. But famiiies 

tried to avoid going to the same camp site. as it 

is proper for them to establish each time a fresh campsite on new ground. ground 
which is clean (peyrrrr). This term signifies that the place is free from garbage and 
cIean in the sense that it is not offensive to the spirits of the game animals and to 
entities who aid in hunting. When the Croup abandons a campsite they must spend 
some time cleaning up. in order to avoid offense to the spirits. but this mainly 
involves seeing that the bones of lame animals are properly disposed of. If the 
campsite is not left in a proper condition it is thought that the animals will not return to 
the area (Tanner. 1979:74). 

1.1.1. The organization of domestic space 
Hunting groups were formed by Cree families who settled in single units or gathered in a 

single dwelling, usually in a communal lodge between first frost and mid or late-winter. and 

also during the winter hunting and trripping season. In the summer though. the tents were 

niore appropriate because they were lighter and easier to c a q .  These camps were places for 

cclebritions. mariages and festivities. The spatial organization within a communal dwelling 

tollowed the same niles as in  a single unit. 

Figures 1.1 and 1.3 show that in both single and communal dwellings. the fire was near the 

ccntcr. the door was on one side of the fire and the living area was situated opposite to the 

apcning. The hatching in the drawings illustrate the living area. Each person had his or her 

private space in this part of the dwelling. The central area around the fire was used by the 

tvhole hmily. al1 members slept with their the feet next to the fire and their heads against the 

cxterior wall. The notion of space and property was strictly defined for each member of the 

Fmiily. The bedding was either 

hung to air outside or in a separate storage tent. or is rolled up at the rear of each 
sleeping place. and this leaves open the fioor area. covered with spruce boughs. on 
which people sit. At meal times people move together slightly. in ri semi-circle 
around the food. which is placed on a cloth laid out on the floor. but each retains his 
position relative to the others. Each adult keeps his or her own few items of personal 
property either hanging on the wall next to where his or her head rests at night. or in a 
container such as a bow along the same portion of wall. If we refer to the area of the 



doonvay and the stove as the 'front' of the dwellings space. we may state that there is 
a progression from front to rear in terms of a change from communally-used space to 
individualty -used space (Tanner, I979:76)- 

1.1.2. Male and female space 

Figures 1.1. to 1.6. illustrate the spatial differentiation which occurred within male and 

fcmale spaces in communal and single uriits: the line of division between sexes ran from the 

front to the rear of the dwelling space. The women kept the utensiIs on their side and the 

food supply located on shelves: "hunting and trapping items which are kept inside the tent 

(e.g. axes. fishing line. and articles in the process of construction like snowshoe frames. 

snow shovels and toboggans) are located on the same side as the men" (Tanner. 1979:77- 

78). Sirnilarly. some parts of the killed animais were kept on one or the other side: small 

oame meat was stored on the female side. whereas the male kept the pieces of Iarger animals. 
C 

Generally. al1 the items stayed under the control of one person although every body had 

access to it. and the fire was controlIed by both sexes. Women gathered the wood and men 

set the stove in every new camp. 

The hunting groups l iv inz  in  one dwelling were separateci by sex. ~Married couples were 

settled in the middle of the room opposite the entrance door: dependents of the same sex were 

set in order of increasing age. this can be observed in figures 1.2. and 1.3. This definition of 

space had to be respected due to the scarcity of space. which allowed its occupants limited 

movernent inside. Belongings or personal space existed at the rear wall of the family space. 

In the multi-farnily dwelling. the families were set in relation to their relative status. but more 

iniportantly, adjacent famil ies couldn't have members of the opposite sex adjacent to each 

other (Tanner. 1979~79). 

1.1.3. Examples of traditional dwellings 

The traditional teepee construction was generally performed by women and their daughters. 

In  his book the Plains Crees. Mandelbaum explained chat only old women were capable of 

building teepees. If a family needed a teepee, the women. with her mother. her sisters. her 

driushters would find the hides and give them to the old women who would measure them. 

cut them in the desired shape and sew them together. During the preparation of the canvas 

shc would be given a lot of food. When the canvas was finished. the group of women 

would set up the poles and the holes punched in the ears (at the top of the tent). The three 

teepce poles would be lashed together and hoisted up. two in  the back 

- - - - -  

-'~\en ihoush Plain> Crcc hi , \ .~  custorns which difir  h m  ihc Korchcrn Crcc. thc proccdurc of 

and one in front. 

thc tcpcc consiruction 
i'r ihc sarnc. 



There were generally fifteen poles and two outside to close the flaps, but the numba of potes 
depended on the size of the tcepee. The woman who would put up the teepee would own it, 
but the teepee was known by her husband's name (Mandelbaurn, 194052.53; Nabokov and 
Easton, 1989: 15 1-156). 

1.1.4. The teepee construction in Chisasibi 
During informal interviews in Chisasibi, f e d e  residents explaincd that they were still 
building the teepees in that way and that it specificaiiy remained a women's task. The 
procedure hadn't changed: the p i e s  were taken h m  the bush and cut into thc right si=, 
cleaned so that they became white and reflected lïght. The canvas was bought and either 
sewn by the woman herself or given to an older woman. Instead of being paid with food, 
today the old woman was given a certain amount of money for her work. After the swing, 
women from the same family would put up the poles together and cover them with the 
canvas. The teepee was either set in the middlc of a group of houses. or in the backyard of a 
house and shared by differcnt families. The teepee was used for cooking in the summer or 
for storage in the winter. Poles of the teepees were sometims taken apart in the winter and 
kept aligned next to the shacks, but some were kept intact over the winter. 

1.1.5. The mihigwam and other dwelling types 
The type of dweiling most commonly used even today, the mihigwun, or tent-shaped log 
building was easily constructed in a day and suited to transitory inter-group residence. Built 
with a wooden frame. the structure was protected by a canvas and/or plastic sheets, and the 

floor was covered by spruce boughs, ksh ly  laid several times per week. The size varied 
according to the family's needs. In Cree Tra~~ers S a  (Joe Bearskin et al. 198959-60). 
the authors presented two other kinds of traditional hunting dwellings, both of which M e r  
fiom the log house or the ordinary teepee: 
- a muhtukan was a permanent sod house, it had a square or rectangular frame of split white 
logs, placed upnght. Cracks between the logs were filled with compacted sphagnum moss. 
There was a second layer of sod on the outside of the structure. covering the entire house. 
Inside, the ground cover was cleared down to sand. Spruce boughs were used as disposable 
flooring. This style of building was common and differed from the log cabin (with the logs 
parallel to the ground). 
- a bush dweliing was built with the mees placed upright and bcnt at the top. tied togcthcr in 
an overlapping or interlocking manncr. making a round roof. In prcrnt practice, this lodgë 
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may be covered with canvas. This lodgc called wigwam in Cree language, is shaped Iüre a 

hemisphenc or a half globe, cornes h m  the special practice of treating a sick person by 
placing her in that smaii hemisphcre structure which was heated with stones. The high 
temperature inside enabled the sick penon to sweat the iiiness out. Nowadays, this Lind of 
lodge is no longer used for this purpose. 

1.1.6. The orientation of the dwelling 
In Native life ai i  choices were made in response to the na& environment in order to 
maximize chances of suMvaL Therefore, symbols and practical behavior patterns have 
common origins. For this reason the orientation of the dwelling always foliowed the Ning 
sun and was located in front of a body of water which 

provides the camp with its access route. so that, given a camp location on a w e s e  
shore, the orientation of the door towards the water (and therefore, towards the n m g  
sun) makes most ecological sense in terms of access to the dwelling (Tanner, 
1979: 101). 

The door facing the nsing Sun was a way to look to the ouuide world Two reasons were 
given for this orientation, the fnst, anyone sitting in the tent could sec the sunrise, the 
second, the hunter could step outside the doorway and face the Sun rise. ensuring him with a 

successfuI hunt: 

The elders in Chisasibi, hunting men and their wives whorn the author met, srül respect this 

orientation when settling in the bush. Other residents from Mistassini explained that the 
eastem orientation avoided the spiritual entity, Ciiwetinnsuu. This entity was associated with 

the North and Northwest and carried the cold weather, snow and winter animals. Following 
this advice, the dwellers sat with their backs tumed to the Northwest. The practical reason 
for this orientation was dso to protect from cold winds (Tanner, 1979: 100- 105). 

1.1.7. The organization of the camp site 
In the winter, the location of the Sun nse was more important to senle the location of the 
door, whereas in the sumrner camp organization, the circular pattern inside the lodge was 
transfoxmed into an aiigned ammgement, in which the orientation of the door was primarily 
deterrnined by the water source nearby. Family dwellings were grouped together in the 
winter "with their doorways very slightly tumed inwards to each other, to fomi a slightly 
curved line arrangement. while in the summer the line [was] quite straight", which you can 
see in figure 1.8. (Tanner, 1979:82-83). 



1.2. The ritualization of space 
The whole h u n ~ g  activity was considered a joumey, a circular trip h m  the camp to the 
bush and back. The hunting procedure was part of a wholc ritualization and 
conceptualization of C h e  hunters' religious beliefs. The perception of geographical spaccs 
were part of the Cree culture. the main idea king a 

concenmc model with the camp space in the cenitr. surrounded by geographic 
space, that is the forest and lakes, inhabited by the animals, at the farthest rtaches of 
which, as well as above and below are located various spirinial entities with nanaal 
forces (Tazmer, l979:89). 

The ritualization of space mainly determined the domestic and geographic or the spiritual 
domains, and enabled the hunter to contrd or to know about the events in the natumi wodd 

To explain this conceptualization of space. Tanner tmk the example of 0th- ceremmies in 
which the camp (nipisikahiikan) and the bush (nuhcimiihc) represented this world of 
symbols, defined also through the t ems  of 'inside' (piihtakamihc) and 'outside' 
(wiiwiitunihc). The socaiied Walking Our Ceremony or First Srep Ceremony (still existing in 
Chisasibi today) expresscd the delineation benueen these two worlds "as a model for the 
successful establishment of relations between the two aspects of the world presented by these 

spheres" (Tanner. 1979:90). The Walking Out or Fit Step Ceremony took place after the 

child was able to walk for the f k t  tirne, ~ p r e ~ e n ~ g  the transition between the inside and the 
outside world. 

The path is normaiiy made of spruce boughs laid on the ground A boy child carries 
a toy rifle (or in some cases a bow and aww),  and a girl child a toy awl. With these 
toys the child is made to rnirnic adult activities syrnbolic of their sex. (...) The child is 
then made to circle the m e  clockwise, and to carry or drag back what has been 
gathered, often in a miniature niimuurcuui (decorated hunting bag). The child is led 
inside the tent where he makes a cloçkwise circuit of the dwelling, is greeted by 
mernbers of the residcntial group, and prescrits the pack to the sarne-sex parent a 
grandparent (Tanner, 1979:9 1). 

The doorway is important in defining the limits between the inside and outside realms. The 
tree standing alone outside nferred to the possible ways of communicating with the spintual 
worIds. The Walking OU Ceremony reveals the significance given to walking and to feet, 
which were considered very important. This is shown by the way moccasins were decorated 
as they had sacred significance. especially those wom by Little children (Speck in Taaner, 
1979:93 and Joe Bearskin et al., 1989:76). 



1.2.1. Farnily composition in the hunting groups 

Al though hunting groups may follow an ideal organization pattern. very often these groups 

were based on convenience and situations. Some authors defined them as patrilineal or 

bilateral. but the layout of the hunting camps offered more insights towards understanding 

this social system. Speck in Chance (1969:85) explained that membership in the farnily 

hunting group followed a patrilineal order. Roger in  Chance ( 196954) analyzed the ideal 

hunting group xs concentrating the man and his married sons. As Preston noted 

membership is actually bilateral and circumstances dictate more than ideal patterns 
(...) the mernbership in hunting. fishing. and logging groups. as well as in villages. 
is bilateral with a slight patrilineal emphasis. People join a group if they have 
relatives in this group. whether these relatives are on the father's or on the motfier's 
side or relatives by marriage. However. there is a tendency for sons to stay with the 
father in the hunting. logging and fishing groups. and for brothers to line cutting 
together. But these tendencies are not pronounced enouth to warrant calling the 
principle of membership 'patrilineaIity'( 1967:404 1 ). 

Turner and Wertman ( 1977: 19) related the case of the son living in the house of his father 

when he marries. so that he can continue to access the tools necessary for hunting activities. 

The younz couple is given a place on its own before moving to another location: "people 

moved back and forth between man's and woman's parents. lots of people did that. 1 did i t  

too (...). 1 lived with who ever needed help. The things they couldn't get 1 got for them" 

(Stephen Redhead in Turner and Wertman. 197797). Ellen Smallboy - born in the mid- 19th 

century - and who lived at Moose Factory and in other posts on the West and East coasts of 

James Bay. explained that mamage was usually arranged and that post-marital residence was 

Ilirilocal - with the husbrind's relatives rather than the wives - but that situations varied 

riccording to di fferent circumstances. When i t  was possible. young couples followed the 

traditional niles 

con for ming to the usual pattern. EIlen and Simon returned to his father's hunting 
grounds and set up their separate househoid. joining in feasts and occasional 
cooperative hunts with the other households in  the winter hunting group. Ellen's 
relationship with Simon's family was a congenial one. She was grateful for the help 
of Simon's father in training the boys. and his hther's mother in teaching skills to 
her daughter (Flannery , 1 995:3O). 

1.2.2. Marriage 

A seventy year old Native man in 1970. described what t h e  tradition of pre-Christian 

marriage ussd to be. There was no wedding ceremony: the man killed a big game like a 

caribou. bear. or beaver. "while he was away a cumin of caribou hide was used to partition 



off a part of the bride's parentes tent. The groom returned with his kill and took it to his tent- e He gave i t  to his bride. behind the curtain." Then the women cooked the meat and a feast 

wa?t si vc'n wi th that meat. The couple either continued to live together or decided to move to 

mother tent on their own. as explained in the paragraph above (Tanner. 1979:94). 

Gènerally. there wasn't any rule about the marriase arrangement. nevertheless. parents had a 

strong intluencc on their children's unions. 

Prior to residential schools and modern houses. the skills and qualities of a man or woman 

played an essential role in their chances ro get mamed. Ellen Smallboy told how she had the 

opportunity to choose her husband. 

just before 1 got married. C killed four otters and then 10 rnartens. and when I came 
back with the fur it w u  worth $50, Then 1 went back to my traps and got a couple of 
bcaver. That is why I could _set a good husband. because he knsw 1 could help him 
(...). If a woman is iazy and doesn't know how to do things she won't stay married 
long and will have a very poor life (Flannery. 1995: 16). 

1.2.3. Extra-marital relations 

Monogamy was the nile. though instances of polygamy and polyandry have been reported in 

former years (Lips in Preston. 1979:46). Ellen Smallboy remembered that in times past. 

somc men had more than one wife and her own grandfather had three wives. two sisters and 

;! third one not related to the others. Each provided a portion of his meal. One of the wives. 

3:ibésèck. was not the mother of Ellen's father. but she was the one who raised him 

( Flrinncry. 1995:30). 

Preston mentioned many cases of sexual relations outside of marriage and also illegitimate 

children (I979:48). Pregnancy outside marriage has evolved considerably in 'Jrttive 

communities. In  her thesis. Continuitv and Change: A Cultural Analysis of T e e n a s  

Preonancv. Catherine James ( 1992) interviewed eiders who stated how important both 

marriagc and childbearing used to be for a girl's entry into womanhood. The phenomenon of 

bearing a child out of wedlock has changed only in the last twenty years which is why the 

number of girls having children in their earlier teens. between 13 and 17 y e m  has increased 

social pressure to many has decreased and the stigma of out-of-wedlock h u  
diminished (...) Childbearins in Mistassini is also symbolic of cultural generativity. 
and is a highly valued event mstrking the passage to adulthood for women and men. 
Literature about marriage is scarce due to the lack of ethnographic material for this 
period (James. 19925) 



Similarly, the church had also a strong impact on mamage and Pied to influence Native 
people's behavior. In her book, Flannery quoting John. S. Long, describeci the role of 
rnissionaries who attempted to change Oee social organization, especially arranged marriages 
and cross-cousin marnages, and encouraged women at Kesagami and Moosc Factory to 

chmse their husbands (Fîannery, 199569). 

1.3. Social structure within the family unit 
Traditionally, the division of labor was based on sex, but as life in the bush demanded 
flexibility, there was no sharp division of labor. Generally, men were in charge of hunting 
and bnnging back food to the home, this could require days or  weeks of absence during 
which the wives and mothers were forced to cope with whatever they had Ieft or to hunt to 
feed their children. Fust, women were responsible for the dwelling, renewed the spruce 
boughs as needed to keep a clean and nice smell, cleaned and cooked the game, cleancd, 
stretched and sewed the skins. They wcre also responsible of the hcating of the tent, for 
which the children helped in cutiing the necessary wood (Reston, 197954-55). 

Mothers were fully responsible for the children. Ellen Smallboy explained that if anything 
happened to the children, whether through her own carelessness or that of an older sibling a caretaker, she would be blamed by her husband. At the same t h e ,  mothers were entitled to 

discipline the children, and although sometimes the husband would speak up, they w e n  

never limited in dealing with their sons and daughters as they thought best. 

1.3.1. Traditions in Cree farnilies 
After hunting, the men would bnng back their kill which wodd be divided among the 
different farnilies living in the dwelling. It was divided according to the site of their 

respective household, regardless of who had actually shot the game. Each man's wife then 

assumed conaol of the disposal of her husband's share, "it is up to the wife to decide 
because she knows best how much her family neeâs". However, some goods were shared 

according to gender: in sharing the food for example, certain parts of the animal were eaten 

by women and othea by men, and the sharing was different depending on the animal: geese, 
black b a r ,  beaver, moose, porcupine. fish (Joe Bearskin et al, 1980:60-70). 

Gender differences played an important role in several behavioral patterns and 
responsibilities. For example, during their menstruation. women had to be cautious not to 

step over a man's stretched legs in the mihigwam, as it could bring bad luck to his hunting. 

Women were knowledgeable about medicine and healing . During the last centuries, non- 



Native womrn appreciated and made use of Native women's medicinal skills. and asked for 

teriching or assistance in times of iilness. Many eideriy women proved to be quite adept at 

dilignosing and prescribing the correct herb-tea (Dion. 1979: 1 14). Sirnilarly. the acccunt 

books of the European fur traders (...) showed that Aboriginal women were paid a certain 

amount for their 'doctoring'. Midwifery was also a highly specialized profession. because of 

precarious living condition in the bush. women had to give birth in any circumstances (Dion. 

1989:6j. Midwifery was passed from mother to daughter. or by any elder woman to 

younger girls. in the case of Alice Jacob. a Cree woman who spent her life between Nemeska 

and Rupcn House. her foster mother taught her how to deliver babies. and she later became a 

mid~vife herself (Preston. 1986). 

1.4. Behavior patterns in Cree society 
Survivril i n  the bush not only relied on hunting skills but also on a broad set of rules within 

the hunting society put in place in order to avoid jealousy. fighting and death. For example 

hunting groups had to be numerous enough to help those families who were immobilized by 

illnésses. accidents or Iack of food. but the clan didn't exceed a certain size in order to avoid 

kiliing ali the grime living on the territory. Cree hunting groups had to define hunting 

territories in order to avoid conflicts. Similarly. sharing and mutual helping were elementary 

principlcs in order to avoid illness and starving. Security within the clans was based on a 

process of cnculturrition in which the competence and independence of the individual in the 

bush were the basic rules for survival. Soiidarity between hunting men. especially fathers 

and thç i r  sons. was very strong: strategies for making decisions and for social control 

cnablcd the groups to refrain from aggressive behavior which was considered dangerous for 

the survival of the group (Chance. 1969:12 and Preston. 1986). Two cognitive 

charactcristics of their social organization were: reserve and control in relation to each other 

and dcpcndence upon "a supernatural" power governing al1 the living creatures in the 

universe. The non authoritarian aspects of their social organization were expressed by a very 

strong interna1 control over aggressiveness. fear. pain and hunger (Chance. 1969: 14). 

Equally important was the respect for the Council of Eiders. Cree people listened to the 

Eldcrs because they ensured Cree tradition and knowledge. Generally, they were in charge 

of making the important decisions concerning the community. and were chosen because of 

their agc. Al1 their choices were signs of highest wisdom and expression of the Creators' 

~vish. 



a 1.5. Colonization and residential schools 
Starting in the mid- 18th century. cotonization forced Native communities to leave their semi- 

nomadic life. and to adapt to a new social and economical environment. From then on. 

decisions took into consideration the community and then the  hunting groups, time became 

regulated. moving became diffkult as they started living in permanent dwellin, US or were 

employed. These differences created al1 kinds of social problems. As Pothier analyzed. 

although the Cree behaved according to Eurocanadian society nile, it didn't rnean that they 

thought in those terms. this lead to severe personal conflicts and identity crisis (Chance. 

1969: 15). 

1.5.1. History of residential schools 
Before World War II. the Anglican Mission was in charge of educüting primary grades in 

Fort Ceorse. Schools were rare. therefore pupils from coastal bands were sent to Fort 

George and those from the inland to Moose Factory. In the 1950s. the Department of 

Northern and Indian Affairs began building schools in Brandford. Ontario. and La Tucque. 

Québec and enrolling Native children. In 1964. the opening of a day school in Mistassini 

rnarked the beginning of local primary schools in that area. Then. the Sand Parlk school in 

Fort George offered increased number of grades. allowing more children frorn the Cree 

comrnunities to delay their departure frorn their Cree-speaking cornmunity. until the first local 

high school was established at Fort George in 1972 (Salisbury. 1986134-36). 

Testirnonies and life stories have helped to understand how Native people's sense of identity 

was affected by their experience in residential schools. The following stories were taken 

from the study: Les Cris du Ouébec (Chance. 1969:86-1 1 1 ) of Natives living in Waswanipi 

and iMistassini. as well as from the result of an interview done by the author with a woman 

living in Chisasibi. 

1.5.2. Traditional education and residential school teaching 
In traditional bush life. between the ases of four and six. Cree children were in charge of 

triking care of their siblings. carrying wood and water and spruce. They often accompanied 

their parents to fetch wood and check the traps. The older the children the greater were their 

rcsponsibilities. and their pride about their increasing cornpetence. Sharing food and tasks 

were also part of their tearning. The ability to become self-sufficient and independent 

indicated their level of integration into the traditional cultural group. as autonomy was a 

0 
requirement for survival, On the one hand. parents didn't impose patterns of behavior, and 

children were free to eat and to sleep whenever they wished. but on the other hand children 



imitate their parents and elders, and were aiways compiimented when doing so (Chance, 
1969:87). 

After the 1950s. children were taken h m  their parents and sent to residential schools far 
away from home. Summer holidays allowed them to come home every ten months. The 
different life style and teaching affected al i  parts of their lives, not only because of an alien 
environment but also a different language. a different diet, and d e s  of Me opposite to theV 
own. 

1.5.3. Experiencing residential schools 
Residential schools fostered a dflennt sense of autonomy based not on independence but 
rather on individual success. Simüarly, teachers encouraged competition by applauding 
answers given rapidly, by organizing games and sport activities in the school. Foliowing the 
example of theù white classrnates who argued, scoffed at their professors, and refused to 
obey, Cree children leanied to express their hostility, and disapproval towards their teachers 
and instmctors (Chance, 1969:89). 

Upon their retum home, these children often felt uncomfortable with their family, and misseci 
the facilities available at school, such as bathrooms, ninning water, electricity. Cree parents 
were very uneasy about the school system as their children were less capable of speaking 
Cree, less willing to help in the domestic tasks and generally became insubordinate and 

impertinent. Adolescents were developing mixed feelings towards their parents and their 
traditional way of life. They were caught in an ambiguous situation where they had to 

choose between a professional life either based on Eurocanadian values or stay with their 
families and renounce job opportunities (Chance, 1969:91). 

During an informa1 interview in Chisasibi, a resident described a similar situation 

fnst 1 went to school at Fort George, until grade 6 and then 1 was sent to a residential 
school in the south, to Val d'Or. It was a big change, before 1 had never seen 
television, only rudimentary telephone and radio. 1 was very afiaid of the unknown. 
and 1 got into a very dominant system, where 1 had to conforni to what they wanted. 
We were told that we were dirty, then 1 leamt to become cleaner and enjoyed 
showering every day. Before we used to sleep thm people in one bed, suddenly 1 
had my own bedroom with a pillow, it smelt nice. Food wasn't bad, and we 
integrated ourselves quite weli. We enjoyed it, it became important to be clean, when 
we would come back home we would be defiant and answer back, aiso ask for 
privacy, always saying: 'this is mine' (Chisasibi, February 1998). 



This new sense of pnvacy modified the relation to other members of the family and &fore 
to space. Before everything had been shared and visible to al1 members of the family, but 
after schwl experience, youngsters became aware of what was thtir own and claimcd it. 
Their desire to conform to the n o m s  of White society was more and more present, and by 
living in modem houses they found the opportunity to apply their experience and act more 
like people d o m  south. Norman Chance stressed the uifluence of White cuiturc on the sense 
of identity of Native Cree individuais 

the clash of two or more technologically cultural systems is a worldwide 
phenornenon. And in the North, as elsewhere, the technologically less weliuquipped 
peoples are prone to feelings of inferiority and self-disparagement( ...) As for the 
Menomini Indians of Wisconsin, adaptation to culturally-induced stress brought on 
by the confkontation of two divergent culnuai systems may take the form of 1) 
rejection of either the old or new system; 2) segmentation of the two systems; 3) an 
undertaking to blend a synchronize the two (Spindler in Chance. 1%8: 18- 19). 

Brant specified essential d e s  in Cree society which differed from White cultural n o m ,  
such as Native's attitude towards gratitude and approbation. Native people are not used to 

congratulating a good professor, a good nurse, doctor, b e r ,  fisher or hunter. On the 
contrary, Native people do not acknowledge a task if it was performed in a mediocre way to 
avoid the possibiiity of embmassing the person who performed the task. Expressing thanks 

for a gwd action ir conridered superfïuous beeausc açmrnplishing a g m d  action embodies 

its own reward. In schwls, these cultural differences cause problems because of the way 

children are gratifieil and the way they perceive and react to this. Because Westem education 
is mainly based on rewards and cornpetitive learning, chil&en are confrontcd with different 

values than those commonly shared at home. In Native education, children were aslceü to 
follow the exarnple of the parents; and in circumstances of misbehavior, rather than shouting 
or punishing, parents made use of ridicule and scared the children with the threat of spirits. 
In Brant's opinion, such education fostered a sense of humiliation and may develop into 

increased timidity, resulting in a reluctance towards challenging oneself in order to avoid 
blame. This humiliating feeling can aiso be coupled with a feeling of culpability (Brant, 

1989538). 

These factors may appear foreign to matters related to housing issues, but the behavior of 
Native comrnunities and the discrepancy between their mentality and the goals of white 
planners play an important role in understanding the current housing problem. This issue 

will be discussed in Chapter 2 in order to define the relation between identity and housing 

through experiences in Native communities and in Third World counnies. 



1.6. The impact of residential schools on women 

1.6.1. Fertility and identity 

Femlity and childbinh, in dominant ideology are linked to becoming a woman or a man, and 
are viewed differently in Cree and 'White' society. In a Cree woman's lifk, pregnancy and 
childbearing are cruciai evenu in the construction of her identity. as her fercility is somcthing 
highly valued, "childless couples are referred as 'poor' or 'unfortunate' and usually rair or 
adopt children of siblings cf others" (James. 1992:84). Birth control and family planning are 
considered as king unnatural, as "the family planning was a White way of doing thhgs and 
that it was not natural to try to plan for children, who were a gi f t  to be gratefully acccpted" 
(James, 1992:88). 

From previous authors and tesbonies, childbearing appears to have become more relevant 
than marriage, as the importance of an officia1 union has decreased in the last twenty yuus. 
Before young girls had to be prepared kfore going into wornanhOOd, and made aware of the 
importance of marxiage and childbearing. Today's life makes traditional teaching mon 
difficult and at the same time more and more mothers haven't had the chance to experience 
bush life themselves, in which "the young girl attaining the age of womanhood received 
special attention. A teepee was set away fiom the main camp where she spent at least two 
days with a wise old woman who by constant talk prepared her for life" (Dion. 1979: 16). 
These changes in morality had strong consequences on the constitution and size of Native 
families and play a crucial role in housing issues in Chisasibi today. 

1.6.2. The impact of residential schools on childbearing 

The new skilis taught at residentiai schools gave Native children a sense of independence and 
control over their parents and changed their attitude towards authority. Their feeling of 
independence became evident in aspects such as childbearing and adulthood. Many of the 
residents in Mistassini explained that after their high school yeus. having children had 

become acceptable for young girls, with marriage fafing in second place. Although parrntal 
approval had k e n  important to many, they had nevenheless kept their final decision for 
themselves. Several middle-aged women had temporarily estranged themselves h m  their 

parents by rehising to marry a man that had ken  selected for them Interesting is to note that 
none of the female residents who had been sent to residential school had undergone an 
arranged mariage. whereas women who had arranged mariages had never gone to school. 



Psychological and emotional problems resulting from colonization affecting the socid 
structure of Native families had direct conswuences on women's choices in regard to 
marriage; in her study James showed that teenagers appeared 

wary of marriage, ailuding to situations of abuse, or 0 t h  situations where 
emotional needs of one or both spouses were not king mer They refemd to single 
parents in the community as examples. concluding that it is possible for one parent to 
support a small family (James, 1992:66). 

Women's behavior and sense of independence towards marriage and childbearing has 

therefore changed, insofar as they tend to have children with different partners without 

having to fear the problems of madai life. Consequently, this has affected the size and the 

suucture of Native families today. Family size is a major element to be considered in the 
pIanning process of a house, and it seems that this element has not yet been incorporateci in 
the housing designs. 

1.6.3. Governmental intervention and the role of women 
'c S ~ h e r e  - . . 

Presenting Pamela's White's Ph.D. dissertation Resimcturin g the Dornesti 
Indian Women on Reserves: Imaee. Ideolow and State Policv, Carter explained how the 
Depamnent of Indian Affairs developed a central strategy to restructure the domestic 
economy of women living on reserves, a rneasure seen as vital to the 'cinlization of the 

Indian'. Efforts to restructure the reserve's domestic economy included the introduction of 
new housekeeping and cooking skills and more 'moral' living quarters. The state also 

intervened in areas of mothering and child care through the residential school system. which 

trained girls for domestic work (...). 

By the 1920s. the state had become involved in vixtuaily dl aspects of an aboriginal 
woman's life. The high infant mortality rate and tukrculosis epidemic were aii 
amibuted to the supposedly 'slovenly' housekeeping habits and poor mothering and 
nursing skills of Aboriginal women (Carter in Miller and Chuchryk et al.. l996:S). 

Around the same time, an Indian Affâirs official stated: "our object is to continue und there is 
not a single Indian in Canada that had not been absorbed into the body politic, and there is no 

Indian question, and there is no Indian Department, and that is the whole object of the Bill" 
(The Nation, 1998:lO). According to the legislation enforced in 1869 and 1951, the 

Eurucanadian social organization and the English common law stated that the wife was the 

property of her husband. It was assumed that women were dependent subjects who derived 

nghts from their fathers and husbands. It was widely believed that dispossessed of nomadic 
habits, an 



aboriginal woman would be mistress of her home. and not a servile. degraded beast 
of burden continually on the move from camp to camp. She would acquire discipline. 
modesty and cleanliness. vinues that non-Aboriginal beiieved were impossible in a 
nomadic society (Carter in Miller and Chuchryk et al.. 199654). 

The I~ciian Act didn't allow Native women who had married a non Native to be considered as 

a Stritus Indian anymore and therefore they Iost their benefits. as did their children. such as 

the right to Iive in a house on a reserve (Carter, 199653). Women also suffered rapid loss of 

their power in the building process of the dwelling. In Canadian Indian Homes published in 

1959 by the Indian Affairs Branch. Department of Citizenship and Imniigation. the 

distinction of the role of men and women was made clear 

Indians have an important role to play in community planning and Councils and 
individuals must be encouraged to be actively involved in studies of the local 
community leading to the adoption of an over-al1 community plan (...). A project of 
this nature would see the people of the community banding to-ther. the men foming 
a bee to do the actual construction and the women intersecting in serving lunches. 
This creates interest. irnparts some knowledge of const~ction and creates a house for 
a worthy cause ( 19592). 

Through western ideologies and assumptions about the role of women and men. in  

particuIar. about the male provider and the female dependent. women were deprived of the 

autonomy and influence they had in the past (Carter in Miller and Chuchryk. 1996:53-72). 

1.7. Native women today 

1.7.1. Native women's role in  Native communities today 

Afier mmy ycars of oppression and acculturation. Native women still continue to offer the 

menibers of their community a loving. nurturing atmosphere within the base family uni t  and 

put al1 their efforts into the building up of Cree society. They know. even today. that they 

ha\.e a sacred role to perform in order to help their communities 

We must continue to do so. It is a matter of the right of female to be what we 
fundamentally arc: insurers of the next generation. It is a matter of survival where 
genocide is an everyday reality. We find our strength and our power in our ability to 
do what our grandmothers were to us: keepers of the next generation in every sense 
of thal word. physically. intellectually. and spiritual ly ( Amstrong in Miller and 
Chuchry k. 1996: x-xi). 

0 The role of women within the family and in the household plays a very important role in 

helping communities to detïne their sense of identity. But. since Native cornmunities have 



been colonized. women were excluded from the decision making process. therefore their 

input to Cind more appropriate answers was never considered to improve the housing 

problèms. 

1.7.2. The triple role of women 

Caroline Moser explnined that the role of women. in the family but also in the community can 

be divided into three categories: women's 'reproductive role' (childbearing. rearing 

responsibilities). her "productive role" (as prirnary o r  secondary income earners) in "rural 

areas and i n  Cormal urban areas located in their home". and 1 s t  wornen's "managing role 

organiring at the community level in relation to the provision of items of collective 

consumption"( Moser. 1987: 13). The  patriarchal hierarchy in Western society and 

throughout the world. the development of capitalism. rapid and uncontrollrd growth have led 

to oversee these factors implemented in the triple role of women in Native communities: for 

exampic the "reproductive and m a n a ~ i n g  work. because they're both seen as natural are not 

valued (Moser 1987: 14): this leading to severe inequalities in the division of labor. income 

büsed wages. land tenure etc .... The home based nature of domestic work and child care 

also mcans that women become less visible to other hoiisehold members (Brydon and Chant. 

1989 1. 

1.7.3. Women and labor market indicators 

Women's role in the labour market is not to be underestimated either6. Women's 

participation in the labor market shows their input in community related jobs. such as 

tsachins (15.34% compared to 5.5 1 for men): medicine and health (7.98% compared to 

1.57% for men). social science ( 10.43% as opposed to 6.69% for men). clerical (25.54% as 

opposed to 6.30% for men). sales (5.52% as opposed to 1.57% for men and services ( ~ ~ i t h  

25.77% as opposed to 7.879 for men). The overall majority of women's employment i n  

community services translates their natural inciinarion to answer the needs of iheir 

community. At the same time it might show their desire to help their community to hcal itself 

and develop skills for a better life. 

'Th, 1>11c,tv1ng data is rakcn (rom 3 go\.crnrnt.ntril rcpon of Ernployrncni and Immigration Canada. Comniirriif!. 
Plu)/i/t* O/- rlrt Jtutics Bu! Crec. analyzing thc population o Ï  Native inhabitants 15 ycrirs of rigc 2nd over. BcIonging 
[ci ihc ~ahcir torw arc the rcsidcnts 15 ycrirs of agt, and ovcr tvho arc crnployed and u n c m p l o y d  rcgardlcss oÏit.licrc 
thc) bclong. The population 15 ) c m  of asc  and ovcr without work and who are acti\,cly sccking cmploymcnt 
corrcspond to thc uncmploycd population. Thc participation rate corrcspond to the perccntagc of the total active 
Iahw h rcc  in relation to thc total ridult population. and thc uncrnploymcnt n t c  rcveal the perccntaec of  unernployeci 
rc.sidcnt.r i n  ihc Iribor Ïorcc ( 1991:58-59). The rotril adult population in Crcc communitics consists of 5 020 
pcrwns, or Olci of ihc tord Crct population. whcrcas the wholc ridult population in Qucbcc rcprcscnts 73.3% of the 
[oral population. The Crcc Iabor force grcw by appronimatcly 23% bcrwccn 1 %  1 and 1986 io 3 total of 2 370. 



Men on the other hand arc more inclined to pafonn jobs related to asditional activities and 
physical tasks, such as famwig, fishing, forcstry and mining (9,4596 as opposed to 1.23% 
for wornen), assembling and repairing (3.54% as opposed to 1.23% for women), 
construction (31.10% as opposed to 1,2396 for women), transport (7.48% as opposed to 

0,6% for women), material handling (8.27% as opposai to 1.23% for women) and other 
(8,27% as opposed to 1.23% for women). 

1.7.4. Conclusion: women, labor market and family life 
Women pIay an important role in Native communities, not only as child beanxs and care 
givers of the family but also as community workers. Their influence and role are 
considerable and should be regardeci as highly vaiuable in all aspects of community Me. 
Housing issues are the most important part of community lïfe, especially when families are 
extended and villages isolated in harsh climatic conditions. The triple role of women 
empowen them by giving them the possibility of understanding the needs of their family and 

of the community as a whole, and therefore their participation in communal affairs should be 
fostered and acknowledged as being essential in the process of building up a sense of 
belonging to a culture. 

This fmt chapter discussed the major aspects dealing with traditional housing issues in Cree 
society before colonization, the spatial order in regard to sex and the role of women in the 
home. It also pointed to the changes which have affected Cree women direçtly and their role 
in their communities and in their families. The second chapter will present the links between 
housing, culture and identity, describing the building process in "primitive" cultures and aiso 
the specificity of planning for Native cultures. It will also describe the present Native 
housing situation in Canada and Northern Quebec . 



Chapter 2- Native Housing 

The relationship between shelter and identity has been descrikd in numerous books and in 

rcsearch al1 over the world (Hamdi. 199 1 : Rapoport. 1969: Turner. 1972 and 1976: Skinner. 

1 987 1. but its implications have not always been acknowledged and translated into reality. 

And. although several authors - among them anthropoiogists and ethnologists - highlighted 

the links between the social structure and the built environment, in reality. many planners and 

rtrchitects have not taken into consideration these issues until recently. Therefore it is 

important to esplore the lin k between shelter and culture through a cross-cultural perspective. 

specially the social aspects of planning communities and try to explain why wornen are key 

elernents in solving the problems affecting their houses and finding solutions to answer the 

needs of their frimilies. 

2.1. Housing, culture and identity 
Still today. the attitude of western architects and planners towards traditional shelters reveals 

both a lack of understanding and very littie desire to learn from them. Nevertheless. the 

prevailing idea thrit western technology and theones are able to solve the housing problems of 

aboriginal communities is starting to weaken. especially since architecture is k i n g  put into 

question by its users al1 over the world. Already in the 60s. Rapoport and other authors 

criticized the fact thrtt architects had a "tendency to see mud hovels or insignificant g r a s  

shacks where there are. in fact. buildings of great quality with much to teach to us" ( 1969: 1 ). 

2.1.1. The building process in traditionat cultures 
In  "primitive" cultures. life. labor. religion and space were interrelated. There was no 

diftèrentiation because al1 these activities "permeate(d) other areas of life and thought. This 

allow(ed) a balance between man, the builci environment and nature" IRapoport. 1969:s-13). 

Rripoport states that materials in themselves did not seem to deterrnine form (e.g. the plans of 

an igloo and a tent are the same) and on the other side. a change of materials did not 

necessarily change the form of the house (e-g .  the example of Santorini where rnasonry 

replaced the traditional stone vaults and neither the form nor that of the vault changed) 

(Rapoport. 1969:35-36). The knowledge and control of builders in regards to their 

environment existed within their ability to work with limited resources of material, energy. 

and tcchnology: "their margin for error and waste (was) correspondingly srnall" (Rapoport. 

1969:86). The process of construction intesrated patterns of cooperation withir! a 

0 community. or within a household. enabling the individuals to complete very difficult tasks. 

In Cree society. daughters were soon involved in the construction of the teepee to help their 



In Cree society, daughters were soon involved in the construction of the teepee to help their 

mother and grandmother and for the log house. the frame was built by the men. but al1 the 

insulation and the finishing inside was done by the females of al1 ages.' 

Physical values were nearly as important as culturd values in the dynamic emerging between 

the site and the shelter, because the site was considered in regard to the "goals, ideals and 

values of people or period, and choice of the 'good' site- whether lake. river, mountain, or 

Coast depends on this cultural definition" (Rapoport, 1969:30). On the other hand. beliefs 

did affect the fom. plan and spatial arrangements and orientation of the house as the example 

of Native Iayout and orientation of the dwelling illustrates. 

The form of the settlement affects both the way of life and the house, because the relation 

between the house and the settlement is more than merely physical. It depends on the family 

structure. the way of Iife. the labor. the religion and landscape. The Navajo Indians, 

who have a dispersed living pattern. were able to accept innovation when veterans 
came back from World War II, because it  affected only the single household and did 
not disrupt the community . Houses. settlements, and landscapes are products of the 
sarne cultural system" (Rapoport. l969:69-72). 

Thé scrircity of building material or the clirnatic factors force communities to rnove and search 

for new sites. The Cree. for example. used to live in log houses in the winter which 

protected from the cold and in tents in the summer to meet around a camp and participate in 

fesrivities and celebrate marriages. 

The interaction between the built environment and the social structure of ri community - as 

described above - remain crucial parameters to analyze the changes and problems that 

continue to affect Cree communities. The Canadian government's wish CO "emancipate" the 

Indians in al1 areas of their life was deliberate. but the reason why the Cree did not resist 

modemization could be. because the Indians had no reason to think that their culture was set 

apart during al1 theses years. and second. it was only after Indians had experienced the 

negative effects of modernization on their culture that the issue of their cultural identity was 

first raised (McDowell, l989:46). 

' ~ r e r  Hunrrrs cf Misrarsini National Film Board of Canada. 1992. 
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2.1.2. Planning for Native communities 
Considering the links between settlement fonn and social structure, McDoweil addressed the 
very serious problems of implementation of community planning concepts in Native 
communities. One major barrier in understanding and translating the nec& of the 
communities into d t y  was the overali desire of plamers to ded with setdement patterns in 
terms of physical and financial dimensions only. One main problem was the lack of 
awareness of planners and architects about the complexity of Native society previous to 

Eurocanadian influence and the set of d e s  existing in their communities 

the existing problem under which planners/designers are e d u c a .  and the imposition 
of alien attitudes and values promoted through the planning process have caused a 
F a t  share of the problems in Native communities. Unkss the system is changai, 
planners (whether Native or non-Native) will continue to bc taught culturally 
irrelevant planning procedures, and the same misrake wiIi continue to be perpetuated. 
Indocirha~g Native planners into the methods of white planning is not a step 
forward but merely sideways in the quest for culturai rekvant planning. 
Native people have been "planning" their own communities, in their own terms, long 
before the arriva1 of the white man. Native people had a system of community 
relations -social, economic, political. spiritual, and spatial - which seived their needs 
and upon whose structure their culture was based. Unless allowed to reassert this 
base and adapt it  to contemporary conditions, the problems of community planning 
will continue (Simon et al., 19û456). 

0 Similady, John Turner's expenence in Pem showed that 

information and intellecnial exercising does (...) reduce the schooled planner's 
ability to listen and leam about situations significantly different from his own social 
and economic experience - with consauences which can be aagic when he has the 
power to impose-his solutions on thosé who are not strong enoÜgh to resist (Turner, 
1972: 147). 

Ir is therefore dX~cult for any non-Native planner and architeci to incorporate ail the heritage 
fiom Native history and translate the needs of their communities into a built form. That is the 
reason why community participation is so relevant in today's planning process. it enables 
trained architects to articulate with modem means the desires and needs of Native 
communities and their sense of identity in an appropriate environment. 

2.1.3. Building up one's identity 
The process of healing in Native communities is growing parallel to their efforts to becorne 
independent from the govemment. The role of community participation in this process, their 
ability to speak out their concems and make propositions will enhance the understanding of 
the different issues relateù to healing and selfdetermination. 



The challenge to Native communities is to design comrnunity. political. cconomic. 
health and social senice, legal and culturai strucnues that will move h m  the 
paternalistic stnicnircs that werc impoxd upon thcm (...). niere is a way out but it 
must include participation of whole communities. Ail must k involved in the 
planning and healing in order to create a new infrastructure that will wipe away the 
pain and give control and strength to the peuple so that they becorne self-detcrmining. 
(...) One of the most efficient ways of beginning the process is a comprehensive 
community survey in which people are asked what problems they see and how thcy 
would prefer to resolve them" (Christensen, 199524-26). 

2.2. The social impact of housing 
The awareness that housing issues are connected to broader problems existing in Native 
communities have opened new areas of study and research, such as the Cultural Design 

Award established by the Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) to honor 
the most innovative and creative designs for Aboriginal housing. As Mary May Simon 
stressed during the CMHC Symposium 

the quick transition has led to a general loss of culturai identity and with it, the loss 
of self-esteem that move with .ihe feeling one has lost control over one's life.( ...) By 
encouraging home ownership, by building better houses and developing a more 
responsive housing industry and workforce, and by looking afier the complete 
housing needs of our comunities we are doing much more than building houses. 
We are building communities (CMHC, 1995: 18- 19). 

Aboriginal people believe that improvements in their houses will enable them to have more 

control over their own lives, to organize the housing programs better, to m a t e  employment, 

to maintain their ways of living and their culture and finaily to improve health conditions and 
reinforce their sense of identity (RCAP, 1996:3:420). 

2.2.1. Interaction between house and identity in Native communities 
Responding to Native's culturai heritage, Young underlines the relation between the social, 

economic and culturd variables related to housing and the physicd and psychological h d t h  

of Native communities. Specific elements must be considered in order to allow a sane and 
constructive sense of belonging to a community and a loving and confident focling in the 

individual home, such as: 

1) the architectural qualities and esthetic of the houses which translate culturai values; 

2) the physicd location of the houses in the community which influences the modes of social 
in teraction; 

3) the aspects related to home ownaship and to the cost of maintenance comsponding to the 
economical and culturai vahies in a given place. 



Cultural references serve as a basis to define the physicd context, such as: 
- the spatial orientation of the dwelling in the east-west axis; 

- the utilization of symbols and colors associated with Indian customs in the design of the 

rooms and their decoration; 
- the roof architecture and exterior structures should follow traditional Indian housing 
models; 

- development of a central area open in the interior for social meetings; 

- the functional layout to allow cultural activities such as cIeaning of the game; 
- the layout of the bedrooms and the living areas in conformity with the cultural niles in 
regard to intimacy , respect and authonty within families. 

Thomas and Thompson in Young et al.(1991:83-86) smssed the importance of the quality of 

the houses to decrease the problems of mortality rates and infectious diseases. But also, they 

explained that new uniu were responsible for the increased stress caused by acculturation. 

Before, famiiies used to live, work and sleep in one common space. but with the modem 
house arrangement they suddenly had to incorporate values of 'intimacy' implicit to houses 

designed with separate sleeping areas. 

Young et al (1991:86) pointed out that, even if the western house style was generaily 
accepted by Native people, one should reconsider the style and the conception of their homes 

for the sake of the protection of family life. Similarly, the issue of home owncrship and 
maintenance remains essential in regard to the social and emotional weli-king of Native 

people. Cross-cultural research has demonstrated that the domestic environment is generaii y 
a fundamental element in creating a feeling of security, confidence and self-estcem in 
individuals. 

2.3. Native housing: the present status 

As one approaches villages, however, dramatic changes appear. with roads 
upgraded and even paved. Entering any village there is an immPdiatc seme of 
affluence. of almost evcry house king new, (...) of confidence and activity in band 
offices and of people who am bisy and involved in maners of personal concem. Few 
signs of traditional way appear outwardly in the villages - no dogs or teepees, the 01d 
HBC store has given way to a modem construction of supermarket type, and few if 
any f u n  are to be seen, stretching on the drying fnimes outside the new ~OUSCS 
(Salisbury, 1986:63-64). 



2.3.1. Houses in Native communities 

Salisbury in "A H o u  for the  Cree" drew a very sharp picturc of new Cree villages, 
underlining the elements of change, to which the new architecture and layout of the houses 
mostiy conmbuted- With the inclusion of electricity, water supply, sanitation, al1 the houses 
offered southern cornfort. Houses, though, remained crowded, with seven or eight pcople 
residing in a two or  three bedroom house: "electric stoves, refngerators and television sets 
were found in every household, and the funiiture, s tems,  fittings, decorations would not 
appear to be out of place anywhere in any southern Canadian town". The houses were 
owned by the band who guaranteed the mongage, and the regdents paid a form of rent to the 
band (Salisbury, 1986:63- 64). 

Finding information about housing issues in a specific community is very dinicult, mainly 
because the reports and researches &ne on Native housing tend to embrace aU the aboriginal 
communities at once. The reasons are simple: it is relevant to have data and cornparisons on 
the same issue on a wide range of examples. Similarly, financing studies is expensive and 
communities don't have the necessary resources or the administrative structure to undertake 
such census or research. The national research programs that the author has consulted are 
based on a variety of n o m  and standards generally accepted and used by the CMHC, 
Statistics Canada in the 1991 census and also by the Royal Commission on the Status of 
Aboriginal Peoples established after the census. 

2.3.2. Native housing issues in 1998 
In Eirst Nations communities, 60% of the dwellings meet the needs of their occupants, in the 
opinion of the occupant. Among the occupants of these dwellings an those who have 
adequate incomes and finance their homes themselves or who, at their own expense, have 
made improvements to homes supplied by the band. Also in this group are households that 
have gained access to fuil range of available subsidies. But the othcr 40% are not so well 

provided for. In many First Nations communities, a small number of reserve residents are 
fortunate to secure a house each year but it may be poorly built and thcy must struggle to 
maintain it amidst depresse. economic circumstances and insecure tenure. There arc du, a 
substantial number of people on waiting lists for band-supplies housing (RCAP, 1996:3:370, 
37 1). 

AU Native communities dont face the samc pmblems. For example, them is a big differience 
between the financial conditions of tbe villages living on the West coast of Jams Bay and the 
community living on the east coast. In our case study. the cxample of Chisasibi cannot be 
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compared with its neighbors in Ontario, arxoss the Bay. Even if the two cornmunitics btlong 
to the same Cree culture, the village in Ontario didn't benefit h m  the financiai agreements of 
the James Bay and Northem Quebec Agreement, discussed previously (Lachance, 199856- 
60). Comparatively, the James Bay Cree of Chisasibi were very fortunate; first they wcre 
given new fully equipped houses after the relocation, and since 1985 the Band with outside 
funding h m  the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and CMHC, made 
a effort to answer the constant housing âemand. At the same t h e ,  the community displaycd 
efforts to improve the defective sewage system and since 1993, started renovating al1 the 
reloçated houses as weU as those built in 1981. This means that today's housing stock is 
satisfactory compared to what it was only 5 years ago. The community started expancihg on 
the West side in 1992, incorporating new housing models such as the Inuit House which will 
be addressed in the case study (see figure 4.). 

NevertteIess, social problems and housing needs arc still a major concern in Native 
communities. Funding and administrative structures are still lacking to rcspond to the 
residents' expectations. The inadequacy between the cultural identity and the domestic 
environment, poor quality of the materials and overcrowding in the houses create acutc 
problems. For a generai understanding of the housing needs of Native people in Canada, the 
author will summarize the problems affiicting Native people in generai before prtsenting the 
case of Chisasibi. 

2.3.3. Native housing in Canada 
The combination of a sense of crisis and the inadequacy or failure of past policies has 
conmbuted to demands to transfér both authority and resources for housing and community 
services to Aboriginal governments. For some years, organizations representing First 
Nations have contended that housing is part of compensation owed to them in retum for 
giving up effective use of the bulk of the Canadian land mas, either through formal û'caties 
or by other tess formal means. 

For instance, in a submission to the standing Cornmittee on Aboriginal A f f '  in 1992, the 
Assembly of F i t  Nations (AFN) asserted that 

housing is a federal responsibility which flows fmm the special relationship with the 
federal Crown czicated by section 91 (24) of the British North Amrifa Act of 1867 
and treaty agreements themselves".g In its Bnef to this Commission, the AFN cded 

9Assembly of Fmr Nuions. Rumution r the Stanâing Cornmi- on Aboriynil MTM on Fint Nation's 
Housing, 18 Fcbniary 1992, u quotui in T h  fw Adion. Standing Comrnitfec in Abriginil Mah. 
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for a process to addrcss housing rights: "The f d d  govemment must w d  jointly 
with F i t  Nations to estabîish a forum for bilateral discussion to resolve issues 
r e l a ~ g  to Aboriginal and treaty nghts to housing (RCAP, 1996:3:373). 

The Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations stated that 

Shelter in the form of housing, renovations, and related infiastructures is a treaty 
right, and forrns a part of the federal mist and fiduciary responsi bility . m s  
disposition derives] h m  the special Indian-ûown relationship dating back a> the 
Royal Proclamation of 1763, enhanced by section 9 1 (24) of the Constitwton Act, 
1867 and sections 25 and 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. (RCAP, 1996:3:373- 
374)JO 

Other officia1 modifications to the Inâian Act had great consequences on the housing stock aU 
over Canada: the Bill C-31 project, Act modifying the Indian Act, adopted by the Parliament 
in June 1985, retumed Indian status to women who had previously lost their Indian status - 
because they married a non Status Indian - and gave them the right to belong to the band. In 
June 1990, the number of status Indians had inmased up to 19% in only five years because 
of Bill C-3 1. Eighty percent of the bands expenenced a gmwth of 150 members in their 
comrnunities after the adoption of the Bill (Young et al., 1991:7). 

2.3.4. Federal housing programs on reserve 
The govemment provides assistance through two agencies, the Department of Indian AffairS 
and Northern DeveIopment and the CMHC: 
- Depariment of Indian Affairs and Northem Development provides funding for housing on 
reserves in the form of subsidies for capitai costs (construction of dwellings and renovation). 
certain operating costs for persons on weIfare, and program administration costs borne by 
First Nations comrnunities. It does not make loans for housing, but it guarantees loans by 
privas lenders insured by CMHC and also loans made directiy by CMHC. 
- CMHC's on-reserve rental housing pmgram provides Fint Nations with a subsidy up to an 
amount that would bring the interest rate on housing loans down to 2%. Fust Nations 
borrow from private lending institutions for the cost of construction minus Department of 
Indian Affairs and Nonhem Development capital subsidies, at prevailing interest rates and 
with a typical repayment period of 25 years. The loans are insureci under the National 
Housing Act and guaranteed by the minista of Indian Anairs. F h t  Nations enter into 

agreements with CMHC that stipulate the levels of renu to be charged and the maintenance 

10Assunbly of Fmt Nations. "RcclWning our NuionhooQ Strqthening Our H a i f y :  Re* to Ihc Royd 
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (1993). recommcnduion 92. 



regime to be followed. Also available from CMHC is the homeowner rcsidential 
rehabilitation assistance program (homcowner RRAP), which provides loans up to $25.000, 
of which a maximum of $5.000 to $8,250 can be forgiven, depending on the incorne and 
geographic zone (RCAP, 1996: 3 :384).11 

The problem is that many Native communities don't participate in the CMHC soçial housing 
program. Certain First Nations residents living in social housing subsidized by the CMHC 
for years refused to pay their rent because they believe they have the right to live for fiet in 
homes delivered by the government. There is therefore less funding for housing on the 

reserve and also fewer houses built cvery year (RCAP, 1996:3:423). 

2.3.5. The legal regime and tenure 
Fomal authority for vimally everything associateci with housing and residential dcvelopment 
on reserves remains in the hands of either the government in council or the minister of Indian 
Affairs. The minister's responsibilities under the indian Act include ownership of land and 
real propeny and control over their use, regulations conceming housing conditions, and 
financing and prograrnrning relating to housing and community services. F i t  Nations lack 
the legal capacity to regulate land use, dweliing possession and use, landlord-tenant relations, 
buying and selling site s e ~ c i n g  and a host of other matters taken for granted by provinces 
and municipali ties (RCAP, l996:389). 

At present, band members can gain possession of a house and use a defined portion of 
reserve land according to custom of the band or by k i n g  allotted a portion of land by the 
band council and given a cenificate of possession or occupation by the minister. Many 
reserves in British Columbia and central and eastem Canada have opted to use these 
certificates, which amounts to deeds. Among First Nations Iife the Dene, the Crees of 
Quebec, the Algonkian and the Six Nations, individual ownership is wmmon, with positive 
results. Even so, certificates are generally used for only a fraction of the houses in the 

community. Other residents live in band-owned dwellings, without defined rights and 
responsibilities. Certificates of possession are not widely used in northem Ontario and the 
prairies provinces, wherc the occupants' rights am defincd by custom. Customary rights 
have not been Iegally treated and remaùi uncertain. For the majority of houses on TCSCN~S, 

the nghts of the occupant and the band arc vaguely defincd (RCAP. 1996:3:390). 

 on^ Côté, director. S~uIrritchewan Indim Housin8 Coipontion. in House of Commons. Minutes of hccdhgs  
and Evidencc of the Standing Cornmitue on AborigPul AffUn. Issue No23 (Onrwr Qu& Rinter. 1992). p.9. in 
RCAP, 1996, vol.3. 



2.4. Living conditions of Native People in Canada 

0 
2.4.1. Definition 
First of aii, a family is considered in pressing need of housing if its dwelling does not meet 
aU the n o m  set by the CMHC and if this household has to spend 3W0 or more of its income 
to pay a average rent. The noms are based on two main variables: one is that any family 
should be able to have access to an affordable home and that this house should be of a 
reasonable size and quaiîtatively acceptable; 
- a dweiling is considered inferior to the qualitative acceptable nom if the residcnts sec the 
need for major repairs (for example the replacement of the plumbing or clcctricai installation, 
repaïr of wall. floor or ceiling), or in the absence of a reasonable and functional bathroom; 
- a dwelling is considered inferior to the nom of acceptable size if it is ovcrcmwded, if the 
members of the household have to live in a number of rooms infenor to the number 
prescribed by the National Occupation Nomi; 
- a dwelling is considered inferior to the nom of affordability if the household has to spend 
30% or more of its incorne on housing (Ark Associates, 1996:3). 

2.4.2. Native families 
The fertility rates of Native people can be transcribed through a pyramid with a large base, 
typical of developing countries or similar to those existing in Canada 50 years ago. During 
the 1986 census, 37% of Native Canadians were below the age of 15 (cornparrd to 22% of 
al1 Canadians), whereas less than 3% were over the age of 65 (compared to 10% of a i l  

Canadians) This predoninantly young population has important consequences on health 
care, housing and socio-eamornical development (Young et al. 199 1 : 17). 

2.4.3. Overcrowding 
The Living conditions of Abonginal households is on a different scale than the living 
conditions of non Aboriginal households: 
- 52% or 123 360 households (out of 236 575) iive in homes that do not answer one or more 
noms defined by the CMHC (whereas this percentage doesn'î exceed 32% in non-Native 
families) 
- 3 1 % of Native's household me ovcrcrowded; 
- Native families are generally large and an mostly composa3 of childrcn and young cidulu, 
especiaily young couples and single parents. 
When compared to othcr non-Native houscholds in Canada, Native f d e s :  
- have larger families with an average of 3,s pcrsons compand to 2.7; 



- tend less to be composed of only one to two pcrsons; 
- tend generaiiy to bc wmposcd of 6 ptrsons or more (Ark Associates, 19965-6). 

Housing on  reserves and Inuit houses present an average of 5,s and 5.4 rooms for families 
composed by an average of 4,3 persons. In cornparison, non-Native households are 
constituted by an average of 6,l rooms and composed by families of 2.7 members (Ark 
Associates, 1996: 13). 

2.4.4. Housing and mental stress 
Researchers have demonstrated that overcrowding presents more danger for mental illness 
than for physical illness. Actually, socioiogists differentiate &e density - which rcprescnts 
the number of people by unitary area - h m  the con~estion - which corresponds to the 
simultaneous need to utilize the available space. That is why, on reserves, the negativc 

effects of overcrowding on mental health are more related to the lack of personal conml over 
the available space, rather than to the rtstricted space itseif (Young et al, 199 LW). 

2.4.5. Lack of proper services 
One household out of 4 living on reserve doesn't have access to a complete and functional 

bathrioom: 
- 25% of al1 households on reserves don't answer the standard noms because they don't 

have a complete and functional bathroorn; 

- 19% have water supply interruption; 
- 7% don't have any access to a properly treated water source; 

- 10% dont have electricity or faa el&cal pmblems; 

- 3 1% have h e a ~ g  systems which do n a  nspond to their nceds (Ark Associaus, 19965). 

In northem regions, families living in band housing Say that thty dont have access to the 
normal services; 
- more than 35% don't have a complete and functional bathmom; 
- 9% don't have access to a drinkable trtatcd watcr, 

- 1 1 % don't have electricity or the electrical systcm is defdv t ;  

- 37% have a heating system not answaing their expectations. 

Generaliy, more houschold mcmbers in the northern regions tended to believe that theu 
houses did not answer their needs (Ark Associates, 1996:16). 



During the CMHC symposium on Aboriginal Housing in 1995, CMHC highlightcd 
problems such as moisturc as a factor of poor indoor air quality and building deteriaration, 
especiaily evident in remote colder rcgions of the country. Discussions included more 
environmentally fkiendy and cost effective house foundations (such as "space frame", slab- 
on-grade shdiow basement and stubwaii systems which can meet most, if not A, climatic 
conditions across Canada) (CMHC, 1995:79-80). 

The quality of the surface water is mediocre and very poîluted mostiy due to garbage, boat 
gasoline and defective sewage systems. Some people stiU prefer to drink water h m  the 

source, instead of using the tap water (Young et al., 1991:9). 

2.4.6. Maintenance and repair 
O n  reserves and in rural areas, the extreme climatic conditions, the bad construction, 
overcrowding, high costs, lack of income and sufficient cornpetence in terms of repair are 
some of the reasons responsible for the short life of the housing stock. This aisa explains 
why even the new housing stock consistently needs repairing, even though more than half of 
the residential stock on resewe has been built in the last ten years and 78% is less than 20 

years old. In rural areas, 618 of Native homes are 20 years old or less, compared to 5296 of 
non-Native homes (Ark Associates, 1996: 13). 

Generally, maintenance and renovation are paid by the band or other govemmental 
organizations. This procedure tends to weaken the residents' sense of responsibility towards 
their house and therefore their pride and desire to take care of it. As Turner wrote 

When dwellers control the major decisions and are £ke to make their own 
contribution to the design. construction and management of theh housing, both the 
pmcess and the environment pmduccd stimulate individual and social weU-king. 
When people have no conml ovcr, no responsibility for key decisions in the housing 
pmcess, on the othcr hand, dwelhg environments may instcad becorne a M e r  to 
personal fulfillment and a burden to the economy (Turner, 1976, pref.). 



1- Hospital 
2- Community Cenia 
(shopping cent#, Band sdministration, 
Hotel ...) 

3- Sport Ccntcr 

4- Crise Health Board 
5- Migwam 
dCr#SchoolBoard 
7- Womai's sheltcr 

8- Anglican chmh 
9- Catholic church 
10- Day carc 

Fig.3.1. Chisasibi 
(Source C.C.C., 1998). 



Chapter 3- Historical context of the case study 

The construction of the La Grande hjcct by Hydro-Quebec forçtd the Cree to abandon theu 
rights on their temtories. The James Bay Agreement indemnified the Native communities 
with fiancial compensations and new nghts. With these indemnities, the Cree developed 
administrative services and structures comsponding to their needs and culture. 

3.1. The James Bay Agreement 
The impact of the James Bay and the Northem Quebec Agreement caused major changes in 

the Cree way of life. Therefore it is important to go through the different points of this 
Agreement and try to understand how the Cree temtones and their traditions, their political 
autonomy have been affectai 

To fully comprehend one of the salient realities of the Agreement, it is appropriate to consider 
the vasmess of the temtory involved, which extends from the 48th to the 62nd paraiiel north. 
Until the signing of the Agreement, the Temitory was for al1 pnictical purposes devoid of 
structures and institutions, through which it rnight have been possible to communicatc, 
transact and develop th& economy in unison with Quebec society, the temtory comprises 
some of 6.7 million people living mostiy m t h  of the 48th parailel. 

The lands in question were part of the domain granted by Charles II of England to the 

Hudson Bay Company in 1670. That domain, h o w n  as Rupert's Land, was ceded to 
Canada in 1870. In 1898 and 1912, with the consent of the Quebec National Assembly, the 
Parliament of Canada delimiteci portions of the territory to form part of Quebec. Today, the 

temtory covers 1 082 000 -2, or 69% of the present area of Quebec. 

In short, it is a vast expanse sparsely populated ( les than 12 000 in 1975) by once nomadic 
but now sedentary people (Cree, Inuit, Naskapi, Montagnais, Attikamek and Algonkian) 
who originally denved their subsistence from hunting, fishing and trapping wildlife. In 
addition to their traditional economy. these people have now espoused a mode of 
consumption centered on the market cconomy of commodities and d c e s  (Beauchemin, 
1992:30). 

3.1.1. The parties to the Agreement 
Seven parties executed the James Bay and Northcm Quebec Agreement on November 11, 
1975. These signatones included two associations representi~g the larger Native 



communities living in the Tmitory. The James Bay Cree, rcprcsenttd by the Grand Council 
of the Cree (of Quebec) and the Hudson Bay and Ungava Bay Inuit called ''Eskimos" were 
represented by the Northm Quebec huit Association. 

In Chapters 28 and 29, the James Bay and Northem Quebec Agreement showed a clcar 
desire by the signatories to favor the traditionai way of life but also to promote the 
community development of the Native people and their participation in the economic 
development of their Territory. Today more than half of the Native population is sedentary 
and is seeking work in the labor market. The other half of the population is contiming its 
traditional activities. The Agreement didn't try to impose a model, Native people were 
considered free to choose betwctn their W t i o n a l  activities and new activities (Beauchemin, 
l992:24). 

The Agreement was the culmination of negotiations among diverse parties and an expression 
of the successful reoonciliation of their opposing positions. The Native people claimd rights 
to the entire Territory; the govemments claimed the wnUary. Legally, the status of the Cree 

and the Inuit was vague and ill-defineci; the limits of federal authonty had never been clearly 
established, and Quebec ju-isdiction was h u g h t  with ambiguity . 

The signatories took a straight-fonvard approach to the issues at hand. The Cree and the 
Inuit agreed to reiinquish aii claimed rights and to have them extinguished through legisiation 
of the Parliament of Canada. In retum, they obtained recognition of clear, weU-defincd 
nghts and benefits, as weli as lands and monetary compensation. 

- Quebec's juridiction over the entire Temtory was recognized by di the signatones, 
and the amendments to the 1912 Quebec Boundaries Extension Acts were adopted. 

- Quebec enrnisted the tracts of land comprising the Cree villages (Category 1 lands 
totaling 3299.7 km2) to the lederal governrnen t with the express WU of the Qa to rrmain 
under federal jmisdiction. nie Inuit opted for Quebec juridiction, thereby main taining only 
indirect Iùiks with the federal level. 

- Over and above the rights and benefits set out in the Agreement, Cree and Inuit 
entitlement to the same rights and benefits as al1 Quebec and Canadian citizcns was 
confîrmed. 

3.1.2. The territorial division 
Land is the very basis of the Cree and Inuit culnms. Native needs and inccmsts dictateci the 
establishment of an quitable land rcgime that satisfied the needs of both the Native people 



and Quebec. The signatories therefon agraed to divide the Temitory into t lme categories of 
land which, for the sake of simplicity, were d e d  "Caîegory 1 lands, Category II lands and 
Category ïXï lands" (Beauchemin, 1992:31) 

- Category 1 lands are lands set aside for the exclusive use of the Cree and Inuit 
settlements. They comprise the areas in and around the villages in which the Cree and Inuit 
normdy reside. 

- Category II lands are adjacent to category I lands. These arc public lands that rnay 
be developed for other pirrposes, provided that the tracts uscd far devclopment are replacd 

- Category IIi lands are public lands on which Native people have no exclusive right 
of occupancy, but may without legal constraint punue hunting, fishing and trapping activities 
the year round, as in the past (Beauchemin, 1992:32). 

- Categories of land IA and IB are under the authority of Cree and Naskapi 
communities (see figure 3.2. Land Categories around Chisasibi). 

To enable Cree aappers to pursue their activities, the Income Security Rogram for Cree 
Hunters and Trappers (ISP) was created as "a regional body (...) distinctive to the Cree 
unparalleled not only in Quebec but possibly world-wide" (Salisbury. 1989:72). The 
trappers "should be guaranteed a m a u r e  of econornic sccurity" (James Bay and Northern 
Quebec Agreement, Section 30). The $5 million grant provided a payment averaging about 
$5 000 to each of 1 000 "beneficiary units", cnabling them to pay the monetary wsts of a 
winter's hunting in the bush, during which time they may kill game providing them with 
meat worth another $7 67, not to mention fuel and housing. Since they also earned another 
$5 000 fkom casual employment in the summer, the program acted as a major support for the 
Cree economy. in exchange for the records of their catches, the hunters received qumerly 
cheques from the administrator who was known as a good hunter and k e n  recommended by 
the community to manage the ISP (Salisbury, 1989:72). 

3.1.3. The integration of the Cree in the governmental structures 
Reorganization of the lands south of the 55th parailel is complernentary to the territorial 
organization stemming from Quebec's Bill 50, pas& in 1971. which had placcd that region 
under the administration of the Société de Développement de la Baie James (SDBJ) and a 
twin organization, the Municipality of James Bay. 

The Agreement prescribcd the delimitation, s m y  and description of Category 1 and II 
lands. Quebec instituted a new judicial regMc to establish the righa of used and private and 
public ownmhip applicable to each category. Specific fcdcral Icgislation, thc Ckc Naskapi 



(of Quebec) Act, applicable to Catcgory IA lands in replacement of the fadaal judicial rem 
stemming h m  the Indian Act. granted broada local powers to the Cree and Naskapi bands. 
Quebec passeci a BU providing for the establishment of Native municipalities on Category IB 
lands. It aiso passed a Bill establishing the Cree Regional Authority (CRA), comprised of 
Native municipalities. The CRA became an entity responsible for representing the Cree 
under the Agreement (Beawhemin, 199232). 

3.1.4. The Native economic and social development 
Sections 28 and 29 of the Agreement clearly set out the intent of the signatories to promote 
not only the traditional way of life but also the community development of Native people. as 
well as their participation in the econornic development of the entire Territory. To assist the 

Cree in ac hieving their economic and social development objectives, Section 28 provides for 
the folIowing: 

- Establishment of the James Bay Native Development Corporation 
- Establishment of Cnx Trapper, Native arts and crafts, ouffiüing and tourism 
association 
- Measures to pro- vocational oainiog, employment and participation in projects 
within the Temitory 

- Comrnunity services for the Cree communities 
- Assistance to entrepreneurs 
- Continuing negotiations to provide access roads for the three Cree settiernents on 
the shores of James Bay (Wemindji, Eastmaïn, and Chisasibi) 
- Establishment of the Joint Economic and Comrnunity Development Cornmittee 
(Beauchemin, 1992:33). 

3.1.5. Health services, education and other communal services 
The Agreement has led to the creation of a School and Regional Health Board which were no 
longer under federal jurisdiction: 
- the new Cree School Board had to Pdmurister the school system in Chisasibi and also in the 
other Cree villages. The School Board was able to dcvclop special programs in accordarice 
with Cree tradition and education, to remit  the professors. to maintain the provincial 
standard noms in regard to education, and was also responsible of the maintenance and 
cons tmction of the school buildings. 
- the Regional Cree Health Board dministered independently the health seMces given in 
each village. 



- two m e s  of police were created with one regional unit of the "Sureté du Quebec" and one 
service of "special wnstables" able to act as agents of conservation or as police agents. 

3.2. Chisasibi 
Chisasibi means big river in Cree language. Chisasibi is located on the south shores of La 
Grande river, on the east side of James Bay. This community is approximately 900 km north 
of Val d'Or, 1 200 km of Montreal. January and February's average temperatures mach 
-22.6"C and -21.2OC. The months of July and August are the warmest with daily 
temperatures about 12.3OC and 11.2OC. The frost period lasts approximately 230 days 
comparai to 150 days in the Montreal region (Tranchida, î980:71). 

Its actual surface covers for the Category 1 lands 1 308.6 & and for the Catcgory II lands: 
16 928.2 km*. The population is composed by 3112 Cree residents and lcss than a 100 

Inuits.12 The Comrnon language spoken in the village is Eeyou (Cree) and the second 
language is English. The James Bay Eeyou School offers classes from pre-kindcrgartcn to 
secondary V. The teaching language is Cree from pre-kindergarten to the third yca. of 
primary school. Later, parents register their children in either French or in English 
instmction classes. 

The community has one regional hospital with 32 beds. Care is given in geriatrics, general 
medicine, obstetncs and pediatrics. Professional laboratory services, radiology, pharmacy 
and den tist services are offered as well. For surgical needs, the patients are sent to Val d'Or. 
The police of Chisasibi is responsible for the management and the supervision of its force in 
the lands of Category 1 (Hydto-Quebec, 1997). 

3.2.1. The history of Chisasibi 
In 1803, the Hudson's Bay Company establisheà a trading post on the ne  du Gouverneur, at 
the mouth of the Grande River, where the Nonh West Company, its cornpetitor, had alrcady 
set up a trading p s t  at the end of the 18th cent-. First named Big River, the Hudson's 
Bay Company made post was then renarned Fort George in 1837. Its main commerce was 
based on oil exiracted odm beluga, whereas die inuits and the Coastal Cree contributed to the 
fur commerce. Similarly the Inland Cree traded furs and settled themselves for longer 
periods on the idand. The first Anglican missionary d v e d  on the Iie du Gouvemeur in 
1852. In 1903. the Revillon et F h  company established a trade post on Fort George. 



C hïsasibi 

Fig.3.1. 

(Source, Hydro Quebcc, Feb. 1936) 



Chisasibi: Land Categories Fig.3.2. (Source. H Y ~  Qucbic. Feb. 19%) 
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Some missionaries from the Church Missionary Society came in 1907, and opened the tirst 

school in 1927 and later a hospital. During the 20th century. Fort George becrime the first 

corninunity where the population lived there o n  a semi-permanent buis. There were already 

750 inhabitants in 1940. In 195 1 .  Inuits from the Cape Hope. from Eastmain and Wemindji 

joined the original population. After the James Bay and Northem Quebec Agreement in 1975 

and the Chisasibi Agreement in 1978. the population of Fort George moved from the island 

to the new site of Chisasibi. 9 km nonh on the shores of the La Grande River. The La 

Grande Agreement ( 1986). ratified in 1986 by Hydro-Quebec. the Société d'Energie de la 

Baie James and the Cree. concerned in particular the Cree of Chisasibi. The signatories 

agresd on measures of correction and mitigation concerning the projects of La Grande- l and 

La Grande-2. Brisay and the line Radisson-Nicolet-Des-Cantons, The Opimiscow La 

Grande Agreement ( 1992) was signed in 1993 between Hydro-Quebec. the SEBJ. the Grand 

Council of the Cree (Of Quebec). as well as the Cree of Wemindji and of Chisasibi in order 

to anticipate environmen ta1 measures and additional remedies in regard to the projects 

impleniented by this A, areement. 

3.2.2. The Chisasibi Agreement 

The Chisasibi Agreement was meant to provide the comrnunity with a bctter environment. 

After anaIysis. the costs to renovate the old houses of Fort George didn't offer as many 

rid~mtages than the relocation would. in the long term. The Chisasibi Agreement proposed : 

1 - creation of the Fort George Relocrition Society which was in charge of the relocation of the 

community. 

2- cornmitment of the different cultural groups (Inland Cree. Coastal Cree. Inuits) i n  the 

design process of the urban layout and the houses of Chisasibi. 

As Tranchida ( 1980) esplained. the agreement of the inhabitants of Fort George to move to a 

new location reflected the general context of the James Bay Cree: their desirc to change 

environment was due to their increasing dependence since the creation of the Hudson's Bay 

Company. and also the lack of proper services and the poverty of their houses. Thess were 

major reasons for the community to move to Chisasibi where they could live in modern 

houses. Consequently. the new village offered a number of material advantages : 

- a better location next to the LG-2 road without the risks of isolation of the island 

- complete municipat services 

- new or renovated houses better adapted to the climate and to their way of life 

- land rcsources for future needs 





Images of Fort George before the relocation 

Fig.3.4. View fmm îhe island Fig.3.5. Making camp stoves 

Fig.3.6. Boys learning to shoot 

(Source: Fon G-, David Covo, c i  al) 

Fig.3.7. Childrcn playing in old ~k 



Fig.3.8. View ove; Fort George houses 

Fig.3.9. The town checker game (outdoors) Fig.3.10. Hauling walct 

(Source: FortGcorne. David Covo, a al) 



3.2.3. The relocation study 
The urbanists and engineers in Montreal (Daniel Arbour and Ass.) were managing the 
reIocation of the community and designing the new layout and the houses. The Fort George 
Relocation Society was in charge of 

providing the Cree community of Fort George with social improvements, to build up 
Chisatibi and to relocate the population of Fort George to the Chisasibi village, in 
consultation with the Band of Fort George, its members and the inhabitants of the 
village of Fort George (...) (Convention, Art. 3-3. quoted h m  Tranchida, 1980: 
105). 

The ReIocation Committee was responsible for coilecting information fkom the population 

and transmitting it to the Fort George Relocation Society, as well as to the persans in charge 

of the planning and execution of the project. 

3.2.4. The community consultation 
The community consultation encountered severe problems as there was little similar 
experience between Native communities. Before the move, the Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Developrnent had completed the construction of 209 units in Fon George and 
didn't want to abandon the newly built houses on the island. Momver, the Fort George 

Relocation Committee demonstrated that it was cheaper to relocate the old houses instead of 
building new ones. During the summer of 1977, a survey was conducted in order to define 

the needs of the population in ternis of living conditions and number of bedrooms desired: 

- in the community, the Cree people had the greatest need for improved housing conditions. 
Numbering 1,693 persons, they lived in 222 houses with an average of 7.4 persons per 

house and 2.6 persons per bedroom. Their satisfaction level was 25,2%; 

- the Waskahegan Corporation had built 21 new houses for the Non-Status Indians. They 
represented 26 units housing a total of 154 Non Status Indians, with an average of 5,9 
persons per house. Their housing satisfaction level was 57.7%; 

- somehow in between the Cree and the Non Status Indians, the 41 Inuit resident living in 7 

houses with an average of 5,9 persons per house and 2,2 persons per bedrwm had a 
satisfactory Ievel of 43% (D.A.A.1 in Shaw, 198 1 :85-88). 

The main problem was the lack of spacc: the Inuit wanted 4.3 bedrooms pcr home, the Cree 

4.4 and the Non-S tatus Indians 5.0, instead of the existing average of 2.2 bedrooms p a  
house, and 1.6 persons per bedrooms. Of the total of 285 Native houses, 209 w m  
considered suitable for relocation with 40 D.LN.A type, 142 Cedar type, 6 Mission type and 
21 Waskahegan Corporation (The D.LN.A and the Cedar models, representing the large 



majority of the 

parqraphs). 

Houses to be 

housin: stock in Chisasibi will be described and analyzed in the foilowing 

relocated and enlarged by social groups 

1 Ethnic ~ r o u ~  1 No change 1 To be 1 To be 1 Total 

required 1 enlarged 1 abandoned 1 
1 1 

Indians 

Cree Indians 

Non-Status 

1 Total 1 209 to be relocated 1 7 6  1 2 8 5  

74 

20 

Inuit I 3 

Sub-total 98 

Fis.-;. I 1. (Sourcc: D.A.A.I. Communiiy Consuliation. prcliminary report in Shaw. 198 1 :90) 

3.3. The relocation 

1 O8 

1 

r 

- 3 

I l l  

3.3.1. D.1.N.A Model: 40 units 

Fort- D.1.N.A house modcls had been constructed before the relocation. They were built on 

a ancrete spread footing 1.5 meter under ground level. with a wood siding. coveringr 

7 1 .-Cm' t 7.3 m by 9.75 m).. The basernent covered the total surface of the house. reaching 

2.4 m. n-ithout the basement slab. The basement walls were constmcted with unrein forced 

concrete blocks. waterproofed from the outside by a coal emulsion and a layer of 

polycthy lenc film. The floor of the basement was backfilled with sand. 

In most houses. the main floor was made of wood planking on 5 1 mm x 152mm joists. while 

5 1 nini  s 203mm joists were used on the other houses. The roof was carried on wood tnisses 

and \vas covered with asphalt shiri~les. The interna1 partitions subdivided the house into 

thrcc bedrooms. ri living-kitchen ürea and bathroom. Since the houses were not connected to 

[vater and sewers. no bathroom fixtures were installed. All houses were provided with 

eicctric power and heating (Shaw. 198 1: 91 -92). 

7 1 

4 

1 

76 

253 

25 

7 

285 



Period of major community consultation and participation 

Date 

June to October W76 
August 1977 

M a y  1978 

August 1978 

September 1978 

I December 1978 

January 1979 

March 1979 

Purpose 

The fort George Relocation Study 

Preliminary community consultation 
Household survey 
- household requirements 
- community facility requirement 
- neighbor and house site preferences 
Housing group design sessions 

Meetings with community, governmenl 
and Hudson's Bay representatives to 
establish facility requirements 

Community consultations in comaiunity 
facilities options 
Reliminary housing group list adjustments 
prrscntcd to the community 

Period of housing group list adjustment 

New upgraded housing plans submitted to 

the comrnunity 
Community consultation on general village 
plan options 
Cornmunity facilities implernentation study 
submitted to the cornmunity 

Reliminary village plan options presented 
IO the community 

Consultant visit to Fort George for 
:vaiuation and consultation on the mode1 
house program 

Village plan presented to the community 
bpproval of the Band Council of the 

$ e n d  layout of the houses 
Fig3.12. (Shaw, 1981:75) 



3.3.2. Cedar Model: 142 units 
In the 142 Ceda. house models built on the island before the relocation, the materials and the 

size were in many regards very s i m k  to the D.1.N.A house models, exzept that the outside 

walis were cuvered with 41 mm cedar planks placed vertically on the outside and horitontally 
on the inside, with insulation sandwiched in between. The layout and the shape werc 
different from the design of the D.1.N.A model. 

The inhabitants mainly lacked space in the bedmoms and for storage. Some unheated storage 
space had been built by the inhabitants themselves. The basements, accessible only fiom the 
inside of the houses, were usuaily damp, mostly without concrete floor and inadequately 
heated, ventilated and lit, foundation walls were often cracked and leaking. Enîry doors 

opened directly ont0 living spaces. Doors and windows wert so badly built that it was 
impossible to control heat and air flow. The situation was made worst by the lack of pmper 
vapor control and inadquate niof space for ventilation. 

3.3.3. Problems with relocation and new designs 
In regard to the design, several problems emerged by relocating the DINA and the Cedar 
houses: to avoid jealousy or discord, the planners weren't allowed to develop different 

housing designs but also had to adjust the same matenais for al1 the units to reduce the 
required skills and to lower the range of stock needed for repair. The surface left (2.8 m2) 
was too little to incorporate the bathrooms in the houses. The basement windows were 

subject to breaking because close to the ground. Funhennore, the relocation of the houses 
had disastrous effects on the survival of the mes in between the houses, the maneuvering of 
large trucks destroyed most  of them especially those in front of the relocated houses. 

3.3.4. Model A 

Afier relocating the houses h m  Fm-Gmrge, 100 ncw houses had to bc added to answa the 
demand. Familiar with the recommendations, three alternative new houscs wcrc designcd by 
the consultants in consultation with the Band. Previously to the consultation, a model house 

had k e n  built in Fort George which took into account the needs of space and necessary 
improvements. The model house was occupicd by one family cach and opcned to the whole 

comuni ty  in order to define its advantagcs and disadvantages. One of the mode1 was based 
on the cedar model, the second on the D.LN.A mode1 and the third was bascd on a new plan, 

and if accepted by the community, wouîd seme as the definite model for Chisasibi. Each 
house was equipped with diffcrent heating systems, and several tests controlled the 



temperature, and energy consumption so that the architects could adjust to the needs and 

consider the input from the residents. 

3.3.5. The new house mode1 
The new house plan underwent many changes, for exampte al1 the rooms and walls had to be 

modified. The entrance was changed and one bedroom was added. In the three houses. 

most of the transformations dealt with the layout of the kitchen and the protiction of the 

entrance door from the wind and snow. At the same time, technical problems arose in the 

three models: the thermal insulation couldn't cope with the high level of humidity. this was 

mainly due to the constant use of the washer and dryer. which were new to the residents and 

artracted al1 the members of the community who wanted to use it. In the kitchen. the 

ventilation was incapable of evacuating the humidity and the fumes emded from the 

traditional boiling and frying activities common in Native families. 

3.4. Planning with the community 

3.4.1. The community layout 

a The grid layout existing on Fort George was a major element of discontent. The Band 

Council and Band members dunng the early stages of the relocation study expressed their 

desire to live in a more culturally appropriate surrounding. Native hunting groups usually 

settled in groups of four or five families together. 

3.4.2. Description of the land use in Fort George : 
- the notion of private outdoor space was alien to Native people. Previously there had been 

no fences. only prdestrian paths around the houses while storage space and teepers were 

located in the neighbor's "propeny "; 

- the area surrounding the houses were crowded with wood for teepees. skidoo or sleigh 

construction. empty oil drums. canoes. etc.: 

- teepees were shared by three or four households: 

- children's play areas were not confined to the immediate surroundings of the house but 

mostly to the roads (this was considered unsafe by the parents): 

-during the summer months Native men repaired canoes. and made snowshoes outside the 

houses: 

- car. trucks, skidoos were parked close to the houses. and garbage fit into empty oil drums 

next to the road (Shaw, 198 1 : 1 13- 1 14). 



Relocation: DINA Model 

Fig.3.13. Ground floor @INA Model) 

Fig.3.14. Basement floor @INA Model) 

(Source D.A.AJ. in Shaw, 1981) 



Relocation: Cedar Model 

Fig3.15. G m d  flmr (Cedar Model) 

Fig.3.16 Basement floof (Cedar Model) 

(Source D.A.A.I. in Shaw. 1981) 



Relocation: Model A 

Fig.3.17. Ground flmr (Mode1 A) 

Fig.3.18. Basment flooc (Model A) 

(Source D.A.A.I. in Shaw. 198 1) 



3.4.3. Choosing neighbors 
Because of the grid system and the unplanned layout in Fort George. the family clan system 
hadn't been considered. It w u  therefore important that this newly p l m d  community 
integrared those social parametm. A wmrnunity consultation was organized to translate the 
expectation of each family: half of them chose three families to be part of their close 
neighbors, others chose up to ten families, and some didn't have any preference. Due to the 
amount of inforniarion collected, the data had to be processed by computer and core units 
were fonned through mutual choices: 
- farnily "A" chooses family "B" which chwses "A" and "C"; 
- whereas "C" chose "A" and "B"; 
- the core "A, B and C" are formed, even though "C" hasn't been chosen by "A". 

Thirty cores were fonned and gathered 41% of the families. The final list showed 32 p u p s  
with 5 to 19 households (groups of 14, 15 and 19 are exceptions). This list encountmd 
several changes due to physical constraints and also kcause families decided to move to 

another group. Most of the groups (20 out of 32) were bi-ethnic, 4 were mono-ethnic and 8 
tri-ethnic. The majority of the groups w m  representative of the numencal importance of the 
ethnics: 15 groups were mainly composed by Coastal Cree, 12 of Inland Cree, 1 by Inuit, 4 

by Metis and none by White people. The inter-ethnicity followed the family tics between two 

or several groups but most of the groups were family groups (Tranchida, 1980:169-171). 

3.4.4. Development of the layout 
Groups of residents were invited to participate in a simulation model exercise. Four g~oups, 
from 2 to 6 persons each, enrolled in this exercise. With the 1:100 model. the participants 
were able to locate the houses without the interference of the urbanists. The results showed a 
deep understanding of space, a sense for scaie and great facility to manipulate foms. 



Participant's designs for the group layout 

Fig.3.19. Sketch of the group 1 

Fig.320. Sketch of the group 2 

(Source D.A.A.X. in Shaw, 1981) 



Fig.321. Skeich of the group 3 

Fig.3.22. Sketch of the group 4 
L 

1 f - m u e  uie --- - i b . 7  - Rl"!'e -- - 
0 

- --- 
(Source D.A.A.1 in Shaw, 1981) 



Final design of the group layout proposed to the Band Council by 
the planners and the architects 

Fig.3.23. Layout plan 

(Source D.AA.1. in Shaw, 1981) 
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The first group 
One group organized 15 houses on a circu1a.r pattern with three distinctive spaces. As the 

plan demonstrates in figure 3-19.: 
- a private space within a close perirneter around the houses, for parking for the truck 
and the skidoo, and for the drying of the clothes, etc. This space was bordered by 
trees, nevertheless the visual relation between the houses was very important; 
- a serni-communal space between the houses and the center of the gmuping was used 
for teepees, gardens, shacks either for individuals or for a group of households. 
- a communal central space surrounded by trees was used as a playground and a 
meeting place for ali the families (Tranchida, 1980: 1%). 

The second group 
The figure 3.20. shows the second group's plan using a jgid layout; 4 houses edged a large 
communal space in which they put the teepees, the communal shack, and space for four 
additional houses. They specified their desire for pedestnan paths through the lot, side walli;s 

dong the roads and gras in front of the houses. 

The third group 
The figure 3.21. illustrates the third group's design with ten houses in a semi-cercle which 

was served by a street distinct h m  the main street. The space in between the private road 
and the main road was used as a playground and for the teepees. Little play areas for small 
chWren were shared by different houses part of different clusters. Behind the houses, they 
designed a garden and a shack The front of the house had to be kept clean and green (in 
contrast to Fort George) ta increase calm and intimacy as the houses were protected fiom the 

main road by a waü of trees. 

The fourth group 
The figure 2.22. shows the fourth group's layout next to the river in which there were 
approximately twenty houses, with a parking and a shack for each house. A teepee and a 
play area were shared by two or three families. The central communal space could become a 
play ground, and had room for occasional teepees. Trees were located on the back and on 
the front of the houses but not in between them; the shore was used as a communal area for 
the cames. Outside activities related to the domestic environment such as play areas, drying 
of the clothes, gardening and storing, were located very close to the house. A certain 

hesitation ernerged between a desire to share a communal space and to define a private am: 
the influence of southern way of lifc was manifesthg itself. 



3.4.5. The final cluster layout 
The Native group drawings scrved as a starting point to design the general layout. 
Nevertheless, the urbanists presented a major maca t ion :  in the original design the road 
was encircling the houses (in 3 of the 4 propositions), instead the road became a "culde-sac" 
inside the cluster. The reason, they explained, was the high costs of a peripheral road which 
would only serve houses on one side. The negative aspect is that the cars could access the 

main areas, but the positive aspect is that the "cdde-sac" excluded the transit tdf ïc .  

The residual spaces in the center would =main as a play area for the children or a space to 
erect teepees. Clothes drying areas and the shacks haâ to be located at the rear of the houses. 
Trees were planned between the houses to reinforce a feeling of intimacy. 

As Tranchida (1980:215) noted, the proposition of the urbanists, even though acceptcd by 
the Cree, totally invened the pnnciples of the original layout designed by the inhabitants 
which can be seen in Fig.3.23. The cenaal common space. green area in each cluster, would 
no longer serve for multiple communal activities: 
- the communal activities were moved to the penphery, whereas the cars would use the 
central space. 
- the green spaces were located on ninges in between the houses instead of creathg a 
cennality. 

In the end, the urbanists presented theu sketches, a mode1 and a development of the **cluster" 
layout which was accepted by the community. The band, though, criticized the lack of space 
in-between the houses. The response was that. due to the costs of construction of the 
infrasûucture, the distance between the houses coulddt exceed 7.9 m to 9 m and similarly. a 
area of 1ûm free land behind the houses was necessary to build the individual septic tanks. 

3.4.6. Conclusions about the community consultation process 
It is essential to carefuiiy analyze the different points in which the Native designs were not 
considered and which as a resulî, lead to irreversal situations because: 
- the "cluster" layout played a decisive role in the acceptance by the residents of theu new 
environmen t. 
- the issues addressed such as central playground, trees, and a common area for the teepee 
were not met and created a sense of frustration and dissatisfaction leading for a majority of 
the population to a xejection of this pattem. 



At the tirne of the relocation. midents of Fort George were on the whole. enthusiastic to 
move to fuily equipped houses. Their awanness about the negative effocts of this move 
emerged after the relocation. The community is today still struggling wiih the lack of space 
and overcrowding. They are uncomfortable because the cluster layout is saturated by the 
newly built houses and new cars and consequently they are unhappy with the quality of their 
houses. 



Chapter 4- Native Women and their homes. A case study in 
C hisasibi 

The actual housing situation in Chisasibi links several issues together: first the evolution of a 
community relocated 17 years ago, their expenence of community consultation and their 
transfer into an unfamiliar urban layout with fully equipped houses, and second, the 

adaptation of families to a new domestic environment. As the author demonsuated in the 
earlier chapters, women played an important role in the control of the domestic environment 
until colonization modified their responsibilities and removed them h m  the decision-malring 
process in their homes and in the community. In helping their community to develop a sense 
of identity and belonging, women are more lïkely to have developed the skiils to understand 
the housing problems conceming their community. These problems could be caused by the 
changes that affected theù domestic environment, which refers to the house layout and the 

separation of the rwms  and other etements such as the bathroom, the basement, the stairçase 
which were new to this community. 

The study aimed at stating where Native people stand today, at defining their critics and 
expectations, fiom the standpoint of women. The objectives of the case study were to 

investigate ail the physical areas related to the domestic environment. The questionnaire was 

therefore long and exhaustive but interviewees showed a great deal of patience and interest 
which enabled the whole process to be completed on time and in response to the authors' 
expectations. Due to the size of the study group, this research is not based on quantitative 
data, but on the contrary aims at considering the present housing situation with qualitative 
information recorded with the help h m  a group of 18 women. This case study is subjective 
and based on a pragmatic expenence over three weeks consultation with the residents of 
Chisasibi. 

The first part of the questionnaire focused on information related to pmonal issues such as 
birth place, type of house the residents lived in during their childhood, the language spoken, 
their current employment and age in order to define their background and present situation. 

4.1. Personal information 
The interviewees were mainly women, with the exception of a mamed couple and one single 
man who answered the majority of the questions. Ten women out of 17 werc married, the 

others didn't mention any cornpanion. The youngest woman was 27, the oldest was in her 
late 40s. Seven women were over the agc of 40, six women were between 30 and 39, and 



four women bctween 27 and 29 ycars old. The oldest womcn had Iivd in the bush but also 
in residential schools, whereas the younger interviewees stayed in Chisasibi during their 
school years. nieir experience in previous years plays a major role on their acceptance and 
point of view about their domestic environment today. 

The size of their families were analogous with the general statistics on Native families over 
Canada. Four families comprised 8 mcmbers each, 2 had 7 members, 5 had 6 members, 1 
had 5 members, 3 had 2 members and 1 single man. 

The size of the families was a result of two main factors: 
1) due to long waiting list to get a house, the childrcn aged 20-25 were more likely to stay 
with their girifnend/boyfnend at the parents' house. 
2) because childbearing out of wedlock has been accepted by Native people, parents host 
their u n d e d  daughters and their children. 

As family ties remain very swng, members tend to stay in the same house for financiai 
reasons, this leads to the cohabitation of two or three generations in one house. Out of a total 
of 7 extended families, 3 of them lived with their unofficial daughter-in-law and the 
grandchiid, 2 women lived with their sistas and their children, 1 single mother lived with ber 
child and her parents and sister, and a motha of 3 children with her niece and her daughter, 6 
households were composed of a single core f d y  with children, and finally two couples 
were wi thout children. 
Other family characteristics: 
Two families had physically handicapped rnembers: 
- 1 king the interviewee herse& 
- one woman's 3 brothers. 

4.1.1. Area of employment 
Al1 the intewiewees were employed except one women who had given b i  3 weeks earlier 
and was a housewife. As presented in Chapter 1, wornen are more involved in employment 
related to the community than in building activities or in traditional hunting activities such as 
fishing and trapping. A majority of women were involved in services, health and teaching. 

The employment repartition in this case sndy reveals a similar situation. Seven womn were 
working at the Cree Hedth Board. mainly dealing with community issues such as drug, 
solvent and sexual abuse. alcohol problems. and family violence. Two of them worked at 



the hospiral, in charge of community education and social issues related to heaith. Six 
women worked at the Cree School Board, and four women worked as educators and two as 
administrators. 

4.1.2. Origins and history of the interviewees 
To understand the complexity of the domestic sphere. it is important to know where the 
interviewees were bom and the kind of education and surroundings they have experienced. 
The type of houses they have lived in influence their actual attitude and point of view. 
Generally, most of the inte~ewees had experienced bush life as children. then residential 
schools as adolescents and modem housing faciiities as adults. Three inte~ewees of Fort 
George were born in the bush. 9 women were born in Fort George (they may be born in the 
bush and later lived in shacks). The usual physical environment on the island was one big 

m m  for the whole family withwt nuuiing wata or electricity. Electricity came later, during 
the ten Iast years before the relocation in 1980. 

InteMewees' place of birth varied, 12 were originally from Fort George. 1 from Moose 
Factory, 1 from Waskaganish, 1 from an Inuit village nonh of Chisasibi. 1 from 
Temiscaming and another from Manitoba During their childhood and teenage years, most of 
the women l i v d  in places far away h m  home, and most of them in an urban environment 
Ail of them went to high school coilege down south, in Ottawa, Montreal, Hull, Sault-Ste- 
Marie, Moose Factory, Mistassini. Their skills in English are excellent, and some speak a 
little French. AU women, except the youngest ones, have experienced traditional Me, bush 
life and the evolution in modem society. Throughout their years in residential schools, they 
became active participants of these changes, enjoying the evolution and introduction of 
modernity into their lives. Since the relocation. children were more likely to stay in Chisasibi 
and only later leave for distant schools. This lead to different expencnces and needs: 10 
women lived in shacks as children without any electricity or running water, whereas the 
youngest interviewes had lived in one of the first houses equipped with electricity but still 
without running water or a sewage system. 

4.2. Interviewees' houses 
Since the relocation, the community has continued to build new houses until the cluster 
layout was saturated. Then, in 1992, the Band has made a new extension on the West part of 
Chisasibi and started building different types of houses. The very fKst models in 1992 were 
called Inuit Houses because they were given to the Inuit population living in Chisasibi. Case 

shidies of the Inuit house wili be presenteû to iiiustrate the changes chat have occiÿrrd since 



the f i t  models built in 1980. At the sarne time, apanment units, duplex. triplex and 
fcurplex have also been built in the community. The author preferred to focus on the house 
models to enable a better understanding of the evolution since the relocation. 

The number of different houses showed the diversity of models existing in Chisasibi. Four 
families were living in a DINA Model, 4 families were living in a Cedar Model, 3 families 

were living in a Model A House, 3 families lhed  in aparmienu. 2 families were living in an 
Inuit House Model, and 1 couple was living in a Mobile Home. At the time of the case 

study, ail of the relocated DINA and Cedar Models and Model A houses built in Chisasibi in 

198 1 had k e n  renovated duruig the past 4 years. Generally, the interviewees didn't have a 
chance to choose their house model, but with the renovation, the residents were entitled to 
express their needs. As explained previously, most of the houses needed extensions and 

were remodeleci by the families themselves according to their budget and the amount of 
money provided by the Band Council. 

4.3. Women and community participation 
Women agreed that it was their rok to participate in the design of their homes and all of them 
accepted the idea of worlcing with an architect if the possibility was given to them. On the 

other hand, community participation was welcomed by only 5 women out of 9, the 0th- 

women didn't consider this option possible. Four women preferred the idea of participating 
with the help of their husband because, they Say, they both share the responsibility of the 
household, 5 accepted the idea of worlcing oniy with women, 1 said it would be impossible 

to be working only with women, 6 women didn't answer. 

Women felt responsible for and capable of k i n g  involved in the design process of their 

homes, but traditional culture in which men and women shared most of the tasks fostered 

their desire to consider men as equdly involved in the domestic sphere. Similarly, western 
structures have given men more responsibilities in the public area, and thenfore it seans that 

women wouldn't want to offend them by taking too much power in a community based 
consultation process. Two interviewees pointed out the complementarity of men and 
women, with women in charge of the design of the home and men in charge of the 

construction and a l l  activities requiring physical strength. 

4.3.1. General comments on housing issues 
The comments of the residents on  housing issues reveal the broad scope of problems 
afflicting Native housing. The biggest complaint dealt with overcrowding and the 



consequent problems such as lack of privacy, bad ventilation, materials of poor quality, 
shortage of storage. bad layout of the cluster, the costs of the alterations in the hour, the 
long waiting list for housing. 

Their general comments and suggestions about improvements varied but generally showed an 
acceptance of modem lifé style and strong needs for larger houses. Eight persons out of 16 
expressed a desire for larger units, either larger individual rooms or extensions of the houses, 
a i i  the women stressed the need for more storage room, except for those who had just moved 
into newly built houses; 6 women out of 14 wished to have a second washroom, 3 wanted a 
recreation room for the children (a pool table); two women indicated a desire for a sepatate 
laundry room; al1 the women required a bigger kitchen and 3 women wanted a covered 
garage. 

Political issues were addresseci in regard to the way the Band Council and the Housing 
Department dealt with the housing demand, and their monopoly in al1 the domestic issues. 
Inhabitants were aware of the scarcity of houses but criticized the band's lack of interest in 
the population's needs and opinions. None of the inte~ewees had been asked their opinion 
about their houses before answenng this questionnaire. The women also complained about 
home ownership pro- which were not accessible yet. 

The second part of the questionnaire addresseci the physical issues of the house. Different 
sections covered al1 the areas of the house: the kitchen, its mechanical and practical aspects, 

its appropriateness to culture and tradition; the living rwm, in location in relation to the 

kitchen, the dining room, and the other parts of the house, the storage space as well as the 
orientation and usage; the bedrooms in regard to use and size, storage and l i g h ~  the staircase; 
its appropriateness to culture and usage; the entrante, the need for a porch and storage space 
and f ial ly issues concerning the layout of the cluster, compare. to the grid layout and also 

the opinion about the esthetic of the houses and the new p r o p d  designs. Thex questions 
aimed at giving a voice to peoples' opinions about their needs and requests but also at 
encouraging peoples' expression about cheu dreams and very peaonal concems. The 
number of answers on that last part, conceming the improvements of every single m m  in 
the house, was quite srnail, but neverthcless the few answers offered some clues to propose 
ideas and recommendations. 



4.4. The kitchen 
The kitchens analyzed and discussed in this paragaph are ali based on a similar design with 
the same materials. Nevertheless differences occurred in those kitchens which hadn't dl 
been renovated. They were al1 equipped with cupboards, some with a window and a door 
leading to a backyard. The fndge and the stove did not corne with the kitchen. Comments 

and cnticisms regarding lack of space, lack of storage and bad ventilation were constant in 
the different types of dwellings. 

4.4.1. Eating habits of the Crees in Chisasibi 
First, to undentand the uiting habits of Native people it is important to explain how and 
where they purchase their food items. Native farnilies still eat occasionaliy wild meat fiom 
the bush or fiesh fish from the river and also participate each year to the traditional goose 
hunting. At the same time, Chisasibi has two big food stores, one store belonging to 
Nonhem supermarkets and one Coop. They both have similar goods to Southem Canadian 

stores but their prices are much higher. The Co-op sells wild meat when availablc. Today. 
Native people have very much adopted the North Amencan diet, therefore their consumption 
of processed and manufactured food has increased rapidly in the last twenty years. 

Onginaily, life in the bush, surviving in the cold required large amounts of food, and f d y  
members ate whenever they felt hungry. Sharing food was and still is a common habit as a 
way to welcome and spend time with family members or friends. 

As presented in the previous Chapter, Native farnilies are large and therefore need more space 
for food storage than the average Southem Canadian family. Even though they adapted to 

the western kitchen and its life style, some aspects do not meei their expectations: the size is 
not satisfactory and the problems of ventilation and lack of storage are evident. Eleven 

interviewees were not satisfied with their kitchen but 3 were happy (2 of them lived in newly 
built houses and the third one lived with her husband in a Traiier Home). 

4.4.2. Cultural appropriateness of the kitchen 
Native wornen continue to prepare traditional meals, even though they do  less than before 

because hunting activities have diminished. As a result. some of the questions raised the 
issue of appropnateness and space for traditional cooking activities in the kitchen. Eight 
wornen responded by saying it was difficult to prepare traditional meds in their kitchen. 

because they lacked enough counter space for cutting big game (they used the basement for 

that purpose). Similarly. masting big game was difficult becausc the ovens wcre not 

designed for that purpose. Some of the households had a wood stove in the basement but 



still lacked the required space or equipment to cook in the same conditions as in the bush. 
Eleven farnilies had an oven and a microwave, mostly using the micmwave for h d g  up 
and the oven for cooking, 2 of them had only an oven. 

4.4.3. Ventilation and window in the kitchen 
The ventilation was more problematic. At the time of the relocation, the engineers had 
noticed the hazards of lirnited ventilation capacities given the cooking habits of Native 
farnilies. This lead to severe problems of humidity and moisture. Despite those known 

problems, some kitchens are without fans and the rest didn't have large enough fans to cope 
with the high level of humidity and grease produced by naditional cooking. Lack of repairs 
and maintenance are partly the cause of the poor quality of the mechanical fans.13 Three 
families didn't have a fan in their kitchen, 5 said that their fan didn't work well, and 6 had a 
fan which worked. On the other hand, the majority of interviewees had at least a window in 
their kitchen (1 1 out of 14). but still, the windows were difficult or impossible to open in the 
winter and 2 families didn't have any window at all. Generaliy, women preferred a bigger 
window above the sink for natural ventilation and also to Iook out on the backyards. 

4.4.4. Space in the kitchen 
The third aspect criticized by practically all the interviewees concemed the need for more 
space in the kitchen: space for cooking, eating and moving. The drawing in figure 4.1. 
shows a 1996 design in which the laitchen opens on the dining rwm. This design was 

adopted by the architecm after the relocation, and has barely changed since. Dwing the 

community consultation, families were confused as to whether they wanted an open or a 
closed dining area. fmally choosing the open design which seemcd more in line with their 
traditional eating and living habits. 

Today the question raised would be: is that design still appropnate and satisfying? With the 
exception of one interviewee, the women criticized the lack of space for cooking and for 
eating. nie majonty expressed their mismition because the counters were t a ,  small for 

cleaning and cutting big game; they lacked space for big cooking pots; storage space was not 
adequate due to the needs of big families and space was too scarce to aliow a person with a 
wheelchai. to move around easily. The drawing in figure 4.3 iiiusaate the need for mon 

space and open areas to rnove easily. The layout of the kitchen, dining room and liWig m m  

13, Chaptcr 2, maintenance and r@. 



show the desire for larger living areas intcrrtlating to each other. With less walls. this farnily 

managed to make use of the available space to answer its needs. 

4.4.5. The sink 
Due to the large size of Native families. the questionnaire focused on the size and location of 
the sink. The design of the sink was approved by 7 women out of 14, but they preferred the 
location below the window. Yet the si& was inappropnate for wheelchair users; the sink 
was too small for the size of the family; too smdl to clean big pots and to cope with the 
amount of dishes used by big families. 

Acniaily, the residents used the basement sink which was larger and more suited for big 

items. In fact, women wanted to keep their kitchen and dining area clean £hm traditional 

garne refuse. It seems that although members dissociated the activities in the kitchen fiom 
those in the basement, rhey stiil prefemd to have the adequate applianœs in the kitchen as 
well. It is not clear whether they liked the situation in the basement or in the kitchen. 



House type: Inuit Housc 
Date of construction: 1996 

Positive aspects: 
1 - closet by the enoance 
2- sink above the window 

Negative aspects 
3- no vestibule 
4- countets toi, srnall for cutting big game 
5- no visiial contâct bctwœn the kitchen, living m m  and the encranct 
6- living room is p i a n d  lik a carridor, dif'fïcult to mate any centraüty 
7- bathroom in the middk of the house 
8- no window in the bathmm 
9- s a  bedn>oms 

FigA. 1. Ground floor (Inuit House, 1996) 

(Source C.C.C. 1998) 



House type: Cedar 
Date of renovation: - 
Positive aspects: 

1 - closets in the entrsnce 
2-kitchcnclostto theaurance 
3- kitchen open on dining are* more space to move around 
4- separation bctwœn dining and living room 
5- large living rom 
6- window and closet in the bathruom 
7- good size of the bedrooms 

Negative aspects: 
8- no vestibule and no porch 
9- mace wasted in the centcrof the house due to the location of the doors and passage way 

UVlNC ROOM 

(Source C.C.C. 1998) 



4.4.6. Kitchen door 
In the early designs, most kitchens have been provided with backyard kitchen doors. The 
door leading to the "back of the house which is an undefined area in-between the houses. In 
some cases, the stairs leading to the exterior ground floor have been extended into terraces. 
Even so, 9 out of 14 houses didn't have a kitchen door. Interviewees explained that most of 
the kitchen doors offered little resistance to the cold weather and therefore were generally 
only used in the summer. Only 2 interviewees were happy with their kitchen door because 
they used it every day to smoke outside (they both lived in recently built huit Houses in the 
West extension, see map). 

4.4.7. General comments about the kitchen 
Four in te~ewees  asked for a bigger kitchen, more space, and asked for an island countcr 
that would answer al i  their expectations. Several interviewees asked for a wood stove (some 

people already had wood stoves in the basement where a chimney had been built and 
designed for that purpose); bigger cupboards were needed to store pots and groceries and 
also more drawers. 

4.4.8. Conclusions about the kitchen 
Women cnticized the size of their kitchen, the overcrowding and the poor ventilation. 
Important was the window for natural ventilation. An open roof in the teepee enabling the 

smoke to be evacuated and the condensation to evaporate still remained a dream solution to 
the kitchen problems. In fact, one could say that modem kitchen designs are still inadequate 
to meet the needs of large Native families. 

4.5. The dining and the kitchen: space and separation of functions 
The answers about the way the kitchen and dining area should be connected vary depending 
on the individual taste and size of the families: 3 penons expressed their desire to have the 

kitcheddi~ng room separate h m  the living room, and even to separate the kitchen h m  the 
ùining area An increasing number of people wanted a separation between al1 the public 

amas, a separation with a waü and a door. The answers show that the= is a smng desire for 
a separation between the dining area and the living room today than at the time of the 

relocation. Conversely, the residents that we could cali 'traditionalists' preferred an 'open 
kitchen, dining and living' area. Their ideai set up would be a mixture between the teepee 
quaiities incorporateci into a modem kitchen. The younger population, more influenced by 
modem houses and television, have adopted the modem lifestyle and Nonh American 
cornfort, even though it means less and less traditional behavior. Yet, this younger 



population enjoys tradi tional activities with their elder's parents or extended family during 
weekends and holidays. But less and less children experience wditional bush We. In that 
way, the modem kitchen has influenced their way of living by separating the areas of 
preparation from the area of eating and interacting. 

4.5.1. Kitchen and dining room: conclusions 
The kitchen belongs to specific areas which are more likely to undergo different changes. On 

one hand sn3me families want to combine traditional activities with mdemity, but still want to 

incorporate the kitchen to the dining anxi and create one big room whereas othen - mostly 

younger ones - prefer to evolve to a more modem way of life and prefer to separate the 

different functions fiom each other. The future design wili have to consider these differences 
and not treat al1 the Native families in the same way. 

4.6. Living room 
The answers in response to the living room indicate that Native families have changed their 
habits in regard to the communal and public areas of their home. The living rooms are 

designed to be open to the dining rmm and to the kitchen. Residcnts mostly criticized the 

fact that the living room was also open to the entrance and to cold winds. On the one hand, 
some had developed a sense of intimacy and privacy within the different areas and. on the 

other hand, some were reluctant to dissociate these areas fiom each other. As a matter of 

fact, al1 inhabitants from Chisasibi had adopted activities such as watching TV, listening to 

music and playing vidw games. 

4.6.1. Importance of the living room in contemporary Native housing 
Concerning the living room, the answers showed the diversity of living habits but also 

characteristics specific to family life in Cree society. For al1 the interviewees, except one, the 

living room was a very important room in the house, as it provided space to mect and get 

together. For three of them who belonged to the younger age p u p ,  and living in d e r  

families (2 couples and one family had 5 memben, and 2 of the families lived newly built 
houses), intimacy in the living room was also important . For one family living in the ncw 
Inuit House (1996), the kitchen was more important than the living room, because. maybc, 

the living room was designed lengthwise and therefore difficult to fumish; problems siniilar 
to the house drawn in Figure 4.1. and Figure 4.3.. the living room doesn't allow intimacy 
and protection from the other public areas of the house (entrance, kitchen and dining). 



House Type: DINA 
Date of renovation: 1995 
Family: 8 persons (2 parents, childrcn agc: l3-30,3 persons in whetlchair) 

Positive aspect 
1 - storage space avaihble h m  o d d e  

Negative aspects: 
2- this living room is a psage way betwecn the enoance and the dining ana and kitchen, bedtoom doors take 
off s p a ~ e  for funiiaire 
3- liule space to have funiitr~e in the living mom(considering the size of the family, at least 4 persons, + 
gu-9 
4- the bathroom door could be more protected b m  the dining arca 

Fig.4.3. Ground Floor (DINA 

(Auchor's illustration after the 

Original layout (at the 



Stül, the living room allows families to rneet, but its usage is often limited by its size and 
inappropnate design. Even though watching TV and playing video games have become 
popular activities, parents and children still enjoy spending time together in one commun 

room. 

4.6.2. Usage and tradition of the living room 
Results show that Native people are using the living room in the same way as non-Natives: to 

watch TV, see fkiends, but also to play, learn, take part in professional and traditional 
activities. Seven women used the living room for al1 these purposes, and also as a guest 
room; al1 subjec ts watched TV in their living m m ;  4 used the living room as a work place to 
sew, make arts and crafts and to read. 

4.6.3. Storage space in the living room 
From the beginning, the living rooms in the DINA, Cedar and Mode1 A houses were 
designed without any storage space. In his Master thesis (Afshari Mirak, 1994), showed that 

inhabitants of different Cree communities in Northern Quebec were forced to build storage 
space in the living room for their arts and crafis, hunting and fishing material, because it was 

the area in which they did most of their work such as repairs. In the case of Chisasibi. 

basements and outdoor shacks offered storage space for those items, "junk" (the usual word 
used by interviewees) as well as traditional items. Nevertheless, the designs in the new 

house types (e.g.: Inuit house) didn't offer any storage, the only place designed with storage 
was the basement (which is a large open area) and a closet by the entrante. Consequently, 

most interviewees complained about the lack of storage in the living room, and asked for 

more bookshelves. 

It seems that the problem is not only the lack of storage space but also the inappropriate size 
of the living rmm given the number of members per household, this can be observed in al1 
the drawings presented in the case study. If the living room was larger, people could mate 
some storage space themselves and also use the space in accordance to their needs. As a 
result, residents have to store their different items in locations available around the house . 

4.6.4. Size and design of the living room 
One major cornplaint about the living room was the lack of space. The size of extended 

families implies not only more Living and storage space but alsa flexibility in the usage of the 

room because a l i  memben of the famiiy used the living room differently. nie cold and long 

winters require appropriate living spaces in terrns of size and cornfort: five of the 



interviewees complained about the lack of space; two indicated that the size was appropriate 
(one lived alone with her husband and the other woman had just moved in a new houst with 

her family); five interviewces cxprcsscd their desire to set the living room open to the kitchcn 

and dining area; two considered that living room had to be central in the housc. 
Nevertheless, 8 respondents preferred that the living room be separated h m  the tating and 
cooking areas, whether only by visuai separation or by building walls. For some, the living 
room was too close to the entrance and bedrooms, creating noise and lack of privacy for the 
users; one in te~ewee  was satisfied because the living room in the "Inuit house" was aimost 

the size of her previous Made1 A living and dining m m  together. 

Answers show a wide variation in the population's opinion, and can be divided into two 
groups: the fmt group wanting an open space in the house related to al1 the other rooms, and 
the second group preferring the Iiving room separated and protected fiom the other fbnctions 

(ki tchen, en trame and bedrooms). 

4.6.5. Orientation of and view of the living room 

The questionnaire tried to understand whether Native families were sensitive to the 

orientation and the location of the living room in the house, speciaily since the orientation of 
the dwelling was important in traditional living. As discussed in Chapter 3. the design for 
the cluster layout though didn't take into consideration the role of symbols in traditional 
dwelling. Interviewees expressed their concern about the cluster layout mainly because of 
the bad orientation of the houses and the lack of view: al1 the houses follow different 

directions and the panorama is limitcd on al1 sides due to the tight construction of the houses 

next to each other. All the interviewees expressed their need to have a nice view; four of 

them wanted to face the river; two wanted to see more mes; two mentioned the importance of 
the entrance and view fiom the living room facing east. For more practical rasons, some 

wanted the living room to face the main road so that they could watch their children play and 
see who is walking by. 

4.6.7. Interviewees suggestions for the living room 
Eleven interviewees out of 16 had ideas about their ideal living room: al1 the different 
answers enabled the author to understand the kind of Mestyle Native families were W g  at 

and what changes had occurred since the relocation. One 'traditionalist' (women who kept a 
certain nostalgia of the life in the bush and wanted to incorporate some aspects in her modern 
house) expressed the wish to have her living room I l 2  below p u n d  level - just as the teepee 

e - with the kitchen and dining mom radiating amund (see figure 4.13). The living nxw 



should face the north east and/or the river, 2 intenriewees rnentioned the need for shelves and 

closets in the living room, which codd serve as a separation between the living m m  and the 

dining m m ;  another women needed more storage for camping materiai and space for a wood 

stove and one women needed space for her computer. 

4.6.8. Location of the living room in the house 
Generally, interviewees were more concerned by the lack of space than other aspects. The 

wishes as to where the living area should be located were very different depending on the 
family: some wanted the living room at the front of the house, others at the back, separated 

and closed because of the constant noise of the TV, some wanted the living room away h m  
the entrace and others preferred the living m m  next to the entrance. 

&ferences about the living room, taste and Living patterns Vary fkom a traditional to a North 

American lifestyle. Nevertheless, it would be interesting to discuss and work together with 
groups of women in order to incorporate aspects and habits from the teepee/log house design 

into the new houses. For example, locating the wood stove in the living room would not 

only give a centrality to the house but alsa help to heat al1 surrounding rooms. Actually. a 
majority of Native people preferred natual heating to elecmcal heating, therefore the solution 

of the w d  stove in the living room would be a good compromise. 

In opposition to the traditional large open room in the log house, teepee or shack, the 

building of s m d  sized roorns has led the inhabitants to the western way of life at the expense 
of their traditional system of social interaction. Nevenheless, the sense of the family is still 
very smng and people W<e to chat and spend time in each others houses, it would then seem 
appropriate to reconsider the size and the design of the living room in the future in relation to 
culturai and practical aspects of the Native people. 

4.6.9. Materials and finish in the living room 
Most of the interviewees showed a feeling of dissatisfaction in regard to the materials used in 
the living room: the quality of the walls was not strong enough and the color, the materials 

didn't always meet their expectations; several women expressed their desire for natural 
materials such as wood (one interviewee had removed the original walis and replaced them 
with cedar wood) but the plastic tiles used on the ground floor were wnsidereà practical 

because they were easy to clan. 



4.6.10. Conclusion about the living room 
Traditional and professional activities didn't ail take place in the living room. Some 
interviewees used to sew in their living room and others in their bedroom, but activity such 
as ironing was often p e r f o d  in the bedroom: part of the choices were due to the scarcity of 
space and the separation of the different areas in the house. By splitting the activities into 

Merent rooms, families had adapted their needs in relation to the available space. If they 
had been given the choice to define precisely how they wanted to use the rooms, perhaps, the 
design of the whole house wodd be different and evolve around a specific living pattern. On 
the one hand, one could note that Native families have adapted themselves to westem living 

habits, but on the other, they perpetuate traditional ways of interacting which cannot be easily 
defined and translated into enclosed spaces. Research and community participation will be 
necessary for residents and planners to synthesize the needs in order to adapt the design of 
the living room to the present situation. 

4.7. The children's bedroom 
The move from the Fort-George island to Chisasibi has disrupted the traditional way of 
educating children. Pictures fiom the island show how children used to play outdoors and 
interact with adults dong the river bank (see figures 3.3. to 3.10). As explained in Chapter 
2, traditional education was based on imitating parents and adults. This was possible 
because of the naturai location on the island, with the long river banks. Likewise, the 

scarcity of services in the houses and the lack of elecuicity fostered more interactions and 
sharing outside the home, in the natural world. Nowadays, Native children live in an 
environment which is based on western living habits. With the relocation, the new 

community layout, the new houses, the school system, TV and traveling oppominities, 
children's environment is very different h m  their older siblings' and their parents' and 

therefore requires a deep insight into their actual needs. 

The evolution of their environment has affected the children's interest in daily activities. The 

tirne spent indoors has increased, as well as the neeùs for outdoor "planned" activities, such 

as sports and games. Native children, like westem children, have their own activities and 
perform them individually, this new independence mates a different behavior within the 
domestic environment. espcciaiiy in the bedroom area The questionnaire attempted to 

discover if there were problems such as overcrowding, lack of space in the children's 
bedrooms. The plan of the Inuit House in figure 4.4. show that each child has his individuai 

room and that space in the basement has also ken  used for that purpoa. The= is also a 



bedroom for the guest. This family has therefore adapted it's ne& to the space available. 
The interviewee showed a vexy high satisfaction about h a  house. 

4.7.1. Space in the children's bedrooms 

Overcrowding in the children's bedrooms wasn't an issue for this group of interviewees. 

Out of 14 households, 8 households caunted one child per bedtoom; 1 family with 4 chiidren 

had one bedroom with 2 persons; another famiiy had one bedroom shared by 1 adult and 2 
children, 1 adult alone, and one room shared by 3 teenage boys; 2 families didn't have 
children and the 2 1 s t  interviewees didn't answer that question. 

4.7.2. Homework 
Al1 the children in the different families were going to the local school at the tirne of the case 
study, except one who had already graduami. The questionnaire tried to undemtand whem 
the children were doing their homework and if they prefened to work in their bedrooms. If 
yes, did they have enough room for a desk? Did they prefer to work on the kitchen table. or 
in the living room? Answers varied fiam one family to the other, but the majority of the 
children used the different areas of the house dependhg on their moods. From the parent's 

point of view, the reasons why children did not stay in their bedrooms was due to two 

factors: the lack of space. and/or the need to be close to other mmbers of the family. The 

children of 6 families (out of 16) used their rooms to do their homework; the other children 
tended to use more the kitchen tabIe; 6 mothers assumed that their children had enough space 
to work in the bedrooms. In contrast, four said that the rooms were too smail for that 

purpose; 9 persons out of 1B raid that their children didn't have their own desk. although it 

was imporiant for them that their children have their own desk. For only one inte~ewee, to 

have a desk in the bedi~~r;;  v!asn't very important. 

4.7.3. The children's c-edrocm and T V  
Surprisingly, hdf of the childrcn had a TV in their roorn, even rhough some of them hadn't 
reached the age of 10. This situation had nothing to do mth the financial status of the 

parents, but rather showed how Native families had incorporated western life style into theu 

own: al1 children in 6 families (out of 12) had their own TV in their room (independently 

h m  the communal TV in the Living mm);  in one family. 2 children out of 4 had their own 
TV; in the other family, 1 child out of 2 had his own TV and only the children nom the last 3 
families didn't have a TV in their bedroom. 



House type: Inuit House 
Date of construction: 1996 
Family: 6 persons (single motha. 2 parents, children age: 12, 17 and 8) 

Comments: family had just m o v d  in: functions and space were used in accordance to the 
original design. Bedroom aiready existing in the basement. 

G round Floor (Inuit House. 1996) 

Fig.4.4.1. Ground floor. original layout (Inuit House, 1996) 

(Source C.C.C.. 1998) 



Fig.4.5. Basement (Inuit House, 1996) 

(Author's iiiusaation after interviewee's drawing)) 

Fig.4.S.I. Basement, original layout (Inuit house, 1996) 

(Source C.C.C., 1998) 



4.7.4. Location of the children's bedrooms 
On the one hand, the location of the bedrooms on the ground flmr wasn't a problem for most 
of the interviewees, but on the other hand, they preferred to have the children's bedrooms 
upstairs and not downstairs in the basement because it was considered dark and unhealthy. 
As children became more independent, and asked for more privacy and peace, they 

appreciated havhg their bedroorn in the basement in order to be away fkom their parents and 
from the living room. 

In which way should architects consider this evolution and how do farnily members want to 
use the bedrooms? These questions should be considered and raised between the families 
and the planners in future projects, given the fact that the situation is cornplex: Native families 
st i l i  have many children but want to have one child per bedroom. Similarly. the problem 
remains due to the small size of the bedroom and the little room left for other types of 
activi ties. 

4.8. The parent's bedroom 
Traditionally, babies slep t in hamrnocks next to their parent's sleeping area. Some mothers 

addressed that issue because this habit had been parcially lost, due to the poor quality of the 
walls (not allowing that kind of installation). But generally, babies and small chiidren were 
still sleeping with their parents in a separate bed: three parents shared their bedroom with one 
child; one 13-year-old girl was stili sleeping with her mother but claimed that she wanted to 
have her own room now; three other mothers shared their bedrooms with their children h m  
tirne to time; three parents didn't share at all. 

The sharing of the bedroom continued mainly because of nvo reasons: 1) due to tradition and 
2) because of lack of space in the houses. 

4.8.1. Location of the parent's bedroom 
Parents have different opinions about whether they want their bedroom downstairs or 
upstairs. The main reason for having bedrooms downstairs was overcrowding in the ground 
floor and for some the need for peace and more privacy. 

4.8.2. The parent's bedroom: importance and use in Native houses 
The questionnaire focused on aspects such as comfort and importance of the bedroom. As 
space in the Living room was scarcc, the questionnaire oied to find out whether parents would 

use the bedrooms for other puxposes besides sleeping. With the exception of 2 inteNitwees, 



House type: Model A 
Date of renovation: not indicated 
Family : 7 persons (2 parents, 20 and 22, 1, 13 and 18) 

Comments: family adapt the housc to m e t  their n d s  without changing the wholc layout 
Shows flexibity and control ovcr space. 

1- two bedmms changed into 1 big nwnn f a  the young couple with a chiid (desire to have Iarger bedtooms 
and more closets. See the clifferencc with the original Model A design). 
2- closes inverted and removed 
3- bathn>om closet added 
4- closet adcW in the conidor 

Fig.4.6. Ground floor (Mode1 A, renov. 199-) 

(Author's illustration after the interviewee's drawing, 

Fig.4.6.1. Ground floor, original Model A layout 

(Source C.C.C., 1998) 



the bedroom was an important mm, not only for personal activities, such as ieading or 
sewing and m a b g  am and crafts but also as a place to intenin and chat with the whole 
family. Some mentioned that they needed more privacy and intimacy; 50 percent of the 
women complained about the lack of storage in their bedrooms and the other haif felt 
satisfied The drawing in figure 4.6. show clearly the desire of the family to have larger 
rooms. 

4.8.3. The parent's bedroom and storage facilities 
The shortage of storage in the parent's bahmm was a problem for large families, this wasn't 
the case when the families were smaller (independently of the type of house they lived in) a 
when families had just moved into a new house: mainly al1 women lacked storage in their 
bedroom (most of them stored items other than just clothes, such as blankets, sewing 
material, cameras, toys, etc.). 

4.8.4. The parent's bedroom: more than an extension of the living room? 
Different activities take place in the bedroorn such as reading, sewing, koning, writing, 
making arts and crafts, social and professional work, and relaxing. When women were 
asked which changes they would iike to bring into their bedmom: most of them complained 
about the size; two inte~ewees prefmed a bedroom of the "size of a hotel mm1',  so that 
they could do ail the "stuff' they needed to do while also mentioning the need for more 
storage and closets. 

One question to be raised: if the Living mm weren't so small, would parents want to do arts 
and crafts, ironing and other activities away fiom the common areas? Have Native families 
decided that they want this separation of functions or is it because of the physical separations 
of the rooms that activities are perfomed in different areas of the houses whereas they could 
be perforrned together in a big common space? 

4.9. The bathroom 
Since the sewage system was installed in 1996, the community in Chisasibi felt satisfied with 
the quality and achial services related to sanitation: they al1 had enough running water, yet 
large families had to schedule their baths and showers to have wann water. 

4.9.1. Size of the bathroom and ventilation 
The size of the bathrooms was mi adequate to answcr the needs of large families. 

Inte~ewees said that the p r  quality of the materials and the lack of naturai ventilation w m  



House type: Cedar 
Date of renovation: 1996 

Positive aspects 
1- wide storage spiice by uie entranœ 
2- flexibility of usage in the dining and living room 
3- kitchen enclosed and scparated barn dining a m  
4- window above the sinlc 
5- big bathmom 
6- washer and dryer in the bathroorn 
7- bathroom door a lirtlt potecicd h m  the public areas 

Negative aspects 
8- space not used in an optimal way due to the location of the bedroom and patio doos 
9- too litiie storage spece in the bathroom 

Fig.4.7. Gmund floor (Ccdar Model, renovation, 1996) 

(Source. C.C.C., 1998) 



common problems in the bathrooms. Similar to kitchen problems, the bathrooms were prone 
to problems of humidity. Several bathrooms had no windows and in others the mechanical 
ventilation was either defifient or not s m n g  enough to cope with the large number of 
showers: 10 bathrooms out of 16 didn't meet the i n t e ~ e w e e s  expectations because of the 

poor construction, their small size and the lack of natural light. Four interviewees were 
satisfied with their bathroom: one women was living in a newly built Inuit house, one was 
disabled and her house had been built corresponding1y to her needs; one lived alone with her 
husband in a Trailer Home; and, the last interviewee lived with her husband and 4 children in 
a 1984 Mode1 house. 

4.9.2. Storage space and additions 
Generally, Native families lacked storage space for towels because there was no specific 
space designed for that pirrpose. Large families did not only need to store the towels but dso 
to dry them out. Where was there room for that purpose? Seven intewiewees out of 16 had 
buil t additional shelves. 

4.10. The basement 
As explained in Chapter 2, the basement was originally planned to answer the increasing 
need for space, in an attempt to provide Native families with sufficient bcdrooms and 
storage. The basements fuIfilled different purposes: the main purpose for the basement was 
storage, laundry and sleeping but many i n t e~ewees  who complained about the bad air in the 
basement appreciated its coolness during the very hot summers months. Generally, familits 
used the basement in very different ways, depending on family size, the age of the children 
and the occupation of the parents. 

4.10.1. The basement: an answer to Native traditional activities? 
Native families appreciated the basement as a space in which to perform traditional ta& such 
as cleaning game and cooking on the wood stove (sec paragraphs abcut the kitchen and the 

sink). Because the stairs had direct access to the basement, families brought the game and 
cleaned it there. Since their construction after the relocation, the basements have become the 
principle area in the house in which to perform traditional coolring activities. 



House type: Inuit Houses 
Date of construction: 1996 
Family: 6 persons (2 parents, childrcn agc: 7,6 ,2  and 0.3) 

Comments: 
1- parents sleep with the 2 year old child and the new born baby in one m m  
2- the two eldest chüâren sleep togethcr 
3- one bedroom is used as stomge room for toys 
4- the basement is uscd as a wor)cshop for carptntry activities 
5- the space in the basernent allows the children to play indoors during the winter 

Fig.4.8. Ground Fioor (Inuit House. 1996) 

Fig.4.9. Basernent (Inuit House, 1996) 

(Author's iiiustrations, 1998) 



4.10.2. Additions in the basement 
The basement enabled families to accommodate their needs mainly in terms of space 
regardless of their specific expectations for that space. Every house was provided with a 
basement but families had to pay for al1 additions. For each farnily, the transformations were 
very different, some built waüs for bedrooms, play areas or space for rrcnational activities, 
and others space for handy work and arts and crafts. Seven interviewees added some 
bedrooms, either for themselves or for their children; one interviewee used one of those 
rooms for guests and relatives; one inte~ewee's  basement had been completely remodeled 
and showed the input of her family in the house as they needed space to perfom traditional 
crafts and therefore a great deal of storage space ( see figures 4.14. and 4.15); one 
interviewee had only 2 windows in her basement (instead of 5 cornmonly built) and therefure 
didn't use it much. Other families with young children or teenager appreciated the space 
downstairs because the children could play, or Iisten to music and play pool and one 
interviewee's husband used the basement to store his carpenîry and other handwork tools 
(see figure 4.9.). 

4.10.3. Chimney in the basement 
Ail the basements were built with an outside chimney enabling familier to purchase the wood 
s tove and use it for traditional cooking. As mentioned in the earlier section about the living 
room and kitchen, some women wanted a wood stove to cook upstairs. Designs should 
consider the alternatives of a wood stove in the houses, where it would serve for cooking 
purposes but dso  to heat the house or at least some rooms, enabling the families to control 
the temperature and enjoy the smell and natural warmth. 

4.11. The entrance 

4.11.1. Storage space 
Due to large amounts of snow, different items are necessary for shoveling snow. cleaning the 

front of the house, storing snow shoes, winter boots and all kinds of the other accessories. 
The storage place at the entrance is, in the resident's opinion, inadequate to fulfill ail these 
requirements, moreover, additional storage space can't k build because the duster layout is 
t w  tight and lirnits extensions. The figure 4.10. shows clearly the lack of storage space in 
the entrance, little concem for storage facilities in all parts of the house as weU. There is no 
vestibule to stop the wld wind from coming in and no closet for coats and shoes. 



Type of house: DINA 
Date of renovation: 1996 

Comments: flexibility of the design show the input of the resident's. Lack of space 
particularly for the dining room and for closets. 

Positive aspects: Negative aspects: 
1 - kitchen has an opn counter 5- no double enoance door and no porch 
2- window a b v e  the sink 6 no closet at the entranu 
3- Light in the living room 7- no visual connection from kitchen or 
4- window in the bathroom Living room to the entrance 

8- dining room is very small due to the passage way 
9- bathroom very narrow 
IO- cMdren bedrooms very maIl 
I 1 - smdl closet in the chilben bedroom 
12- no closet in the comdor 

Ground 

Ground @INA Model at the time of the relocation) 



4.11.2. Orientation of the entrance 
h Chapter 2, the author pointed out the importance of the orientation in the haditional 
dweliing, and how it played an essential symbolic and practical role. As the layout of 

Chisasibi didn't take into consideration these aspects, the questionnaire aimed to understand 
whether the inhabitants had been affected by that element, and if they w m  satisfied with the 

location of the entrances of the houses in the cluster layout. 

One interviewee mentioncd the importance of the entrances facing the east "whcre lifc 
begins", and criticized the absence of orientation to the east and planning in general; five 

women said that the orientation was bad and that their family suffered either h m  cold 
winds, doors freezing in the winter and draft coming in, or bad insulation and no protection 
h m  the neighbors; three interviewees liked their layout: one l ivd  in the new West extension 

of the city (grid pattern) and the two o h  in the cluster layout. 

Generaily the ciuster layout is problematic due to the increasing number of cars and the 
difficulty to build extensions to answer the growing needs of storage space indoors. Fuîure 

designs could focus on parking and outdoor storage as families continue to grow and their 
purchasing capacities too. Not only are they buying goods in the same way as non-Native 

populations but they also need space fw items related to h u n ~ g  and fishing activities. 

4-12. Stairs 
Most of the time, architects or planners stated that Native people didn't like multi-story 

houses because it didn't correspond to their culture, because they were more attached to the 

eanh than western people. So far, considering the interviewees' responses, the basement 
didn't create cultural problems. On the contrary, people appreciated its coolness and pnvacy; 

ody two interviewees didn't enjoy sleeping downstairs, and preferred to be living in a house 

ln meter below the ground level. Focusing specifïcalIy on the stairs enabled the author to 
approach the issue and sec whether the subject group felt confident about living on different 
levels: fiom twelve answers, six considered that the stairs were not a problem for thern; 4 felt 

that they were a problem and two didn't answer that question. 

4.13, General comments 
The last section of the questionnaire dealt with general issues such as an esthetic of the 

house, the convenience of the clusta layout, people's suggestions to improve the layout, 
vehicle access, trees, safety, interaction with neighbors and women's opinion about 

community consultation at the time of the relocation, and their opinion today. In a way, this 



section attempted to covet ditfercnt issues aâdresscd during the community consultation in 
1980. 

4.13.1. Individual choice 

At the very beginning of the construction of the houses in Fort-George, Native people 
purchased the building materials themselves and therefore decided for themselves about the 

size and the arrangement of their houses. Whereas today, families are totally dependent on 
the band's choices. In the 1 s t  17 years since the reiocation, designs were imposed, the result 
king that a majority of the interviewed residents didn't like the outside of their house, and 

looked forward to changing and c o v e ~ g  it with other materials such as w d  or bricks. 

4.13.2. The cluster la yout: opinions 
The opinion about the cluster layout illustrated well the gap between the request of the 
community 17 years ago and the actual built environment. Al1 the aspects proposed by 

Native peopIe during the community consultation and which had not been takcn into 
consideration have arisen again during the case study. The only difference was that, for 

some interviewees, the disappointment was so suong that they had turned their back to the 

actuai cluster layout and favored the grid system. Very few inte~ewees proposed a different 
layout: one inteniicwee asked for a circular layout with a centrai playground; one interviewee 

proposed a circular layout, with hierarchy of spaces: in the inside public buildings, and 
radiating to the outside, houses, with circular roads (see figure 4.11); one said that the cluster 
layout was too complicated, too crowded and too tight; one women didn't like the cluster 

layout at dl; two expressed a very direct response such as "1 dont like it", or "1 don't mind 

the cluster, 1 have never known anything differrnt" and one in te~ewee said that the cluster 

answered her needs. 

At the time of the relocation, Native families expressed their wiîl to live in a layout which 

would respect their clan systern. Furthexmore, their suggestions and drawings for the cluster 

layout were very clear and relevant: their objectives were to manage a cenuai play and 

gathering area, to mate intimacy and peace in each cluster and to respect mes and geenery 
(in Chapter 3, the author explained why the new cluster did not answer their expectations). 

Today, choices are confused and tend to priviiege the g i d  layout which at least offea order 
and more space in between the houses: 5 interviewes out of 14 prefemd the grid layout to 

the cluster, "it's less messy and looks cleaner"; 1 in te~ewee  explained how absurd the 
planning was compared to the way Native people used to relate to the land (which she 

illustrated by the discrepancy between the huge land in which Native people live and the 



narrow space left in betwccn the houscs): "kforc people w m  closer to the land, after the 
relocation, people seemcd to bc stuck inside; before we used to walk by and go into the 
houses. After the relocation. people didn't move anymore". At the same timc, the small 
distance between the houscs didn't ailow a sense of pnvacy, people didn't fecl cornfortab1e 
and tended to ask for fences and protections from each other. Furthemore, the skidoos wcre 
threatening the safety of the children and piestrians. 

4.13.3. Vegetation 

AU the interviewees complained about the lack of mes surrounding the houses, which would 
act as naturai fences. One i n t e ~ e w e e  explained that mes in the backyard "would protect us 
from the winds. bring more birds". Generally. Native people were very sensitive to naturaï 
beauty and used outdoor spaces to work or play. Before. men and children used to gather 
and play chess next to the river badc, now they meet in the shopping mail which is artificially 
Lit and lacks any kind of connection to the outside world. These issues should be dirussed 
with the population in order ta find some solutions and ideas. 

In general, people missed the physical activities that they used to perfom on the island. One 
interviewee acknowledged that she felt spoiled because of the artif5cial heating but still 
prefemd the natural environment of traditionai life. A lot of traditional habits have 
disappeared since the community moved: "1 like to feel the cold. I turn the heater d o m  over 
night, so 1 feel the cold in the morning and 1 let the heater warrn me up (...) Life is made out 
of a lot of different details, such as body temperature, water. cooking, interacting". 



Chapter 5- Conclusions 

5.1. Women and housing 
ConcIusions about this case study have to be considered within the broad scope of ai i  the 
aspects analyzed and discussed previously. Therefore, the life expenence of the women 
interviewed, the history of the relocation, the type of cluster and the houses are aiI important 
elements to consider to draw an objective picture of the contemporary Native housing 
situation in Chisasibi. For al1 the reasons mentioned earlier, the author believes that women 
are an important target group to incorporate in the conceptualizatïon of housing projects. 

5.1.1. Interviewees today 
First, it is very important to bear in mind that the actuai population aged 30 and older is still 
aware of traditional activities perfomed in the bush during their childhoûd years. Younger 
people today don't relate in the sarne way anymore to bush life because their education and 
environment was different fonn fiom that of their parents'. At the present moment, the 
community and architects still have a chance to address the needs of a population at an 
important turning point in Native history, because this population might be the last one to 
carry the hentage of authentic Native traditions. Unfortunately, the relocation accelerated the 
modernization process, therefore the community didn't have time to adjust to this new 
environment which disrupted behaviorai patterns in several areas of their lives. Moreover, 
due to new job opportunities aeated by the different institutions based in Chisasibi (School 
Board, Cree Health Board, Band Council and Hospital) the inhabitants were able to access 
modem appliances and services that fostered their rapid integration into western society. 
Nevertheless, today elders and middle-aged people feel the need to respect and reactualize 
their traditions and develop an awareness about aspects of Native society. Meetings with 
elders are king held by women in order to de fine the different issues and aspects of Native 
tradition that are important and essential to reinforce a sense of identity and survival in the 

comrnunity. Yet, younger women and their families are progressing towards other lifestyles 
and tend to be more attracted by the North American way of life. 

5.1.2. Women and participation 
Even though the results of the questionnaire showed clearly that women were inclined to 
participate in a community consultation, some cultural aspects, such as shyness, ~luctance to 
be different from others, or to become a leader or to take responsibilities in public affairs 
could slow the participation pnmss at first. But generally, women were aware of th& role 
in the house and architects and planners could foster their input by finding means to include 



them in different types of group meetings. This could be done with the help of a 
questionnaire targeting small groups of people. 

5.1.3. Women and Native culture 
In regard to aspects specific to Native culture, interviewees showed feelings of confusion. In 
a way, al1 the changes that occurred in the past fifty years. either through residential schools 

or after the relocation had such large consequences on aspects of their lives that it was 
difficult for them to express their opinion. These changes have deeply affected the 

community in the last 17 years, but in p d c u l a r  because the traditional family srmctue has 
had to adjust to modem houses and to a different community Iayout. From one day to the 

other, theu living environment changed completely and their only choice was to adapt. 
Native women, and communities in general, were increasingly a w a .  of the need to definc 
their position in regard to White society and culture. 

5.2. The House 

5.2.1. The kitchen 
First of ail, kitchens in Native communities are definitely too small. The size of the kitchen is 
more appropriate for western f d e s  with 2 or 3 children than for 6 o r7  children. Then, the 
spec=ties of Native eating habits, cven though they have been influenccd by the North 

American diet, demand serious attention to ventilation. Not only do Native people f i y  and 
boil a lot, but they also have different eating schedules than western families. This means 

that a kitchen has to be available al1 day long and has to consistently answer the needs of 

people of different ages. AU these aspects have a direct impact on the maintenance and 
resistance of a kitchen through time, and also in the way the residents behave in, and take 
care of i t  

5.2.2. Kitchen: suggestions 
DifTerent points have been considered in the design: 

- kitchens designed with a window to enable more natural ventilation, even though they tend 
to freeze in the winter, 

- the sink built below the window to enable the users to look out and benefit h m  the view, 
- kitchens open to the dining room but separated h m  the living roorn. 

Elements that should be amsidered in future designs: 

- the ne& for more space. Either by cxtending the surface which is less likely to happen due 
to high costs, but by developing d i f f a  designs; 



- incorporating a wood stove to fook naditional meals in ihe kitchen (and not separate in the 

basement) 
- creating a bigger counter to enable women to cut and clean the bigger pieces of garne. 

This space is very important in al1 communities with large families. Native people are very 
sensitive to eating and spending time around food, it is therefore important to offer them the 
means to organize their space in accordance to their pnorities. In the traditional dwelling, the 

cooking area was central to sit around and share. The modem kitchen could incorporate 
some of these traditional characteristics. 

5.2.3. The dining area: suggestions 
Dzpending on the kind of family, some prefer the dining area separated h m  the livhg m m  
and others prefer al1 of the cooking and dining functions concentmted in one open space. 
Nevenheless some aspects could be questioned, such as: 
- the size of the dining area, which is definitely too small for big families. This pmblem could 
be improved with different designs, especially for those families who want the rooms 
enclosed. If the living room was open to the dining area, options could be proposed. 
- the role and importance of the dining area in relation to the living room. 1s it only a place to 
eat and what does eating mean in C h e  culture? As presented in Chapta 4, eating and sharing 
are still very important elements in Native society, and should therefore k considered under 
that aspect instead of king considered with Nonh Amencan behavior patterns. 

5.2.4. The living room 
The living room plays a very important role in Native houses. Native families spend a lot of 
time together, and children Like to meet with their older siblings and parents. The TV is 
turned on most of the time, and due to the large number of members in the families. this place 
becomes very noisy and overcrowded. The biggest problem in the liWig m m  is the lack of 
space and the bad design. Native families need more centrality and space for fiunitue and 
storage. The example of the Inuit house shows that the design is not appropnate because the 
living m m  is very narrow and doesn't allow any centrality. 



Interviewee 1. Urban layout proposal: concentric mode1 and hierarchy of 
functions 

1. Public housing 
2. Houses 
3. Roads 

Fig.4.11. Urban layout proposal 

(Author's illustration after the interviewee's drawing) 

Interviewee 2. House layout proposal: traditional and modern layout 

Fig.4.12. Houe proposal 1 

(Author's illusaation after the interviewe& drawing) 



Interviewee 3. House iayout proposal: traditionai and modern layout . 

1- centrai woOd stove 
2- island Counter 
(for big game and big pots) 
3- sharp separation between public space 
in Lhe center and private space in the 
periphev 

Fig.4.13. House proposal 2 

(Au thor's illustration after the interviewee's drawing) 



The second aspect is the lack of storage. By not allowïng people to store what they need in 
that area, architects force them to store them in other areas such as their bedrwms and 
basement. It may save space, but on the other hand, it goes against the needs of the families. 

Most of the interviewees still perfom traditional activities in their bedroom because the living 

room is too small and too noisy. In the traditional dwelling, people used to sit and remain 
around the fie, which allowcd a large number of people to stay in a small space. Today due 
to TV, music. children playing, fewer outdwrs activities, families tend to feel overcrowded 

in the living room and have to fïnd refuge in their bedrooms. These consequences foster a 
sense for intimacy and pnvacy which wasn't evident in traditional dwellings. 

5.2.5. Living room: suggestions 

It is not only the physical limitations of the living room and the lack of storage that force the 
household rnembers to leave that area of the house, but also a large range of cultural and 
environmental changes that have affected their needs. Nevertheless, it is the residents' 

responsibility to decide how they want to use their living room. The size is one aspect, to 

enlarge the living area is one possibility but, due to the high costs of construction, enlarging 
al1 the rooms is not the right and only answer. Therefore, families have to express their 

prionties, whether they want a large living room and other smaller areas. It is a difficult 

choice as houses are already very small, but one answer would be to categorize the space and 
define what is more or Iess important in regard to traditions and culture. 

5.2.6. The children's bedroom 
The answers conceming the use and size of the bedroom show a diversity in the cultural 

patterns of Native societies. On one side, the majonty of children own their TV in their 

bedroom, meaning that this element of western culture has been totally integrated in every 

day life. On the other side, their relation to homework and studying in their bedrooms is l a s  

rigid. 

Of course, the major problem was the lack of space and storage in the children's kdroams. 
One can notice that the behavior in regard to the bedrcmm has changed a great deal compared 
to when families were living in one room shacks. Today, the priority is one bedrmm per 
child. Even though this is achieved in most of the cases (see Chapter 4,) mothers stiii 
cornplain about the lack of space; the problem therefore might lie in the fact that Native 
families not only want privacy and intimacy in their bedrooms but also other activities which 

require more space. Native families have to consider this point carefully. As stated in the 

earlier paragraph about the living rom, it's not only by having more space that paople will 



feel more cornfortable, but due to the fact they have been integral in making choices in how to 
organize and structure the layout of their house. 

The probIem is that Native families are integrating different cultural behaviors under one 
roof, leading to severe problems in the use of and need for space. On one side, children like 
to be in the living room and dining area with their parents and to spend time aU together. The 
living room then should incorporate 6 to 9 people but, on the other hand, families and 
children want to each have a bedroom and their own privacy . Yet, the number of children 
per famil y is fa. more im-t than in Western society, therefore it creates a strong need for 
space per individual. Native houses have to then hanàle a difficult situation where choices 
have to be met in order to find designs that will answer the needs for space and usage. 

5.2.7. The parent's bedroom 
Parents aIso suffer h m  the lack of space and light as they perform difTerent activiaes in their 
bedrooms that they nomally could do in the living room. Traditional activities tend to be 
perforrned in the parent's bedroorn because the living room is too srnail or too noisy. The 
lack of space tends to separate people and split the activities in different areas of the house. 
The constant need for space forces children to seek more room downstairs as they can not 
play together in the living room. 

One important aspect that modern houses have brought in Native lives is the possibility of 
withdrawing h m  the sight of the members of the famil y. This has played an important role 
in the notion of authonty and respect towards the older family members. As some 
interviewees were explaining, before, when somebody was angry or upset, the only 
possibility to avoid fights and altercations was to go out in the bush, corne back and deal with 

it in the presence of the memben of the family. This means that the whole notion of respect 
for the parent's authonty and the niles to cope with confiicts has fundamentaily changed due 
to the existence of enclosed ldrooms. 

5.2.8. The bathroom 
The bathrooms represent a very important problem in Native houses. Due to the large size of 
the families, there is a need for at least one more toilet per house, and similarly. when 
bedrooms are spiit over two stories, a littie bathroom with a shower in the basement would 
be welcome. This would decrease the deniand and therefore enable the bathrooms to cope 
with the high hurnidity level due to the large number of showen and baths taken every &y. 

It is also necessary to plan a window for each bathroom to aUow natural ventilation. Quality 



of the materials is not appropriate in regard to the large number of showers. and theref- 
difficult to maintain and protect from infiltration and moisture. A second bathroom couid 
help to solve partially that problem. 

5.2.9. The basement 
The basement was originally planned to answer the increasing needs for space of Native 
families. Today. considering the interviewees' opinion. Native families have accepted this 
m m  but criticize the bad air and the consequeoces of this on their health. S o m  interviewees 
would prefer to live 1/2 meter below the ground level and not have any basement. 

The basement allows a great flexibility in the use of the house and gives Native families 
fi-eedom to articulate the space in relation to their needs. The case study drawings show the 

divenity of the designs and additions executed by the different families. Depending on the 
attitude of families in regard to traditional behavior, they tend more or less to change original 
designs to answer their needs. 

The acceptance and appreciation of families about the basement are different and families 
should be given the choice to decide whether this design is appropriate or not. Other options 
could be considered, as the questionnaire shows, because Native families tend to accept 
living on different levels. As the basement has been accepted, it would require bener 
insulation. Furthemore, Chisasibi has a very high water level, leading to severe problems of 
infiltration. This design should therefore be adapted to the site and to the living standards of 
Native famüies. 

5.2.19. The stairs 
As opposed to the cornmon belief that Native people don't Iike multi-story houses, the 

questionnaire found out that today, in Chisasibi, residents were very open and also very 
ataacted to different types of houses. Different options could be discussed with the 

inhabitants. 

5.2.11. The entrance 
Since the relocation, the needs for a double entrance door are still acute. Depending on the 
year of construction and of the financial possibilities. not al1 families have been given a house 
with a porch and a double enmce.  This should be a basic requkement considering the 
clirnatic conditions and also the need for storage space that can be provided within that space. 



This room can also become a real protection against cold air and strong winds and provide 

addirional storage space which is so badly needed. 

5.3. The cluster layout 
The cluster Iayout problem is crucial in understanding the whole evolution of Chisasibi and 

the new choices of extension of the comrnunity. Considering the answers in  the 

questionnaire. interviewees showed with the exception of a few, that the cluster layout didn't 

answer their expectations at al]. During the case study. inhabitants acknowledged that the 

orieinal propositions made by the Native groups during the community consultation in 1980. 

before the relocation. were still considered appropriate. Unfortunately. the final design 

fostered a feeling of frustration and disapproval; instead of having developed a design which 

would have enhanced a sense of belonging for the community and a feeling of identity, the 

layout has. on the contrary. created a violent rejection of the cluster arrangement. Even 

though the residents are generally quite negative about the cluster Iayout. it would be worth 

trying to develop a community layout that would be more appropriate to Native culture 

considering their actual needs. and incorporating new aspects such as a sensibility towards 

propriety and privacy. 

5.4. Conciusion 
The relocation. the influence of residential schools. employment and modem appliances. 

many parameters of the home have changed in the Cree families of Chisasibi. The whole set 

of ~ I e s  and habits rooted in their hunting society has been put aside due to modem life style 

houses. This study airned at understanding the present housin,o situation in Chisasibi 

through the opinion of a group of women. 

The literature review in the first chapter about the Cree traditional dwellings showed that the 

spatial and social order were very well defined and respected for many reasons. Some 

interviewees said clearly that the modem layout had affected the social structure of their 

families, especially conceming the authority of the parents. In the author's opinion. it is very 

important to remember that before colonization. Native dwellings refiected the spatial and 

social organization existing in the hunting groups. It would be important to define how 

Native families consider their social organization today, and how they would like to reflect 

this organization in their lives and in their houses. This is intrinsinkely linked with their 

feeling of identity therefore it will require tirne and work between anthropologists. architects, 

planners and residents in order to develop layouts which will meet the actual needs of the 

population. 



On the one side, the interesting rcsults fkom this case study mirror a very complex situation: 
the acceptance of westem life style is today integral to Native lives. On the other side, Native 
communities are aware of the necessity to develop a sense of identity, to foster people's self- 
confidence and pnde about their cultufai heritage. This building-up of their communities is 
happening through the help and dedication of individual and group work which may offer the 

premise for new discussions and designs of houses. 

The questionnaire revealed that the community was split into two groups: those who are 
nostalgie about traditional life and the others who smve for a more westem Westyle. Future 
planning should consider these ciifferences and try to find the answers based on a consensus 
of both pames. It is important to incorporate elders and people who are aware of traditional 
culture and know the land. Also, to enhance their sense of pnde and confidence, it would 
seem appropriate that Native people be trained as architects and planners. in order to develop 
their own skills and parameters in response to their needs. 

The author succeeded in approaching Native women, gaining their confidence in order to 
answer an exhaustive questionnaire. Their patience and critical position in expressing their 

opinion show that it is possible to develop consultation projects concerning their houses. 
The input of women in the design of their homes may becorne a rcality. The questionnaire 
has demonsmted their ability to answer and define their needs, and also their will to work 
with an architect and be involved in projects including the consultation of the community. 
This may take some time to be inwduced in ïeal practice. In the comrnunity, there are still a 
large number of residents who lived in the bush and can share their expenences with the 
younger generations; it is crucial to benefit from their expenence in tirne and encourage a 
comrnon memory to develop a physical environment adapted to their history. As presented in 
the first chapter, due to colonization, Native women have lost their principal role in al1 
matters related to the design and the construction of the houses. The author hopes that this 
thesis W enable more women to be involved in the design process of their homes to give 
them a chance to redefine their position within the domestic and the public area. 

This research taught the author many lessons. The questio:.r.&e might be considered 
incomplete for some aspects which were neither visible in the previous studies or not were 
not included in the cross cultural researches. This means that this questionnaire serves as a 
first step to understand the needs of Native families. but will requin several other attempts to 
come closer to the real dernand. It will take tirne for Native families to come in touch with 
their concrete and legitimate requirements. Since the relocation, thcir opinion on the 



problems affecting their houscs has been ignored, they need time to define their wishes and 
expectations with more precision, and make their choices. 

The overall experience in 'Ihird World counmes could serve as a guideline to avoid mistakes 
that are performed repetitively ali over the world. When architects and planners are asked to 
help to defme appropriate designs, several aspects should be considered in order to avoid 
unhappiness, mental stress and ilinesses due to the bad housing. Even though Young gave 
important advice (see Chapter 2 )ho  answer the minimum cultural standards for Native 
housing, the results of this case study show that the situation is more complex than before: 
now we are confronted to a variety of needs and expectations. The researches and answers 
will have to deal with this growing diversity between a traditional lifestyle and a western 
lifestyle. 

Drawings 4.14 and 4.15 are very different h m  4.16 but they both show how the residents 
would like to use the space. The first example follows the needs for traditional activities and 
illustrates a very strong incïependence fkom the original layout. The second example ( f ip l .  
4.16) illustrates a deliberate desire to adjust the standard layouts. Considering the 

requirements of the interviewees, this house layout answers almost al1 of them It is 
therefore very interesting to keep in mind that both proposals offer a good view of the 
richness and variety of skills and capacities of Native families. This doesn't mean that eitha 
the one or the other is the answer for future designs, they only serve as reminders and 
guidelines for future consultations. 

Generally, all the drawings in the case study show very little room in the public areas. The 
size of the bedrooms tend to be more acceptable insofar as ail the members of the family have 
their own. Especiaiiy the new layouts (Inuit House) don't offer the space required for big 
families and for meetings and gatherings with friends. New designs should consider the 

14) the architecturai qultitiu and csthetr of the houscs which auislrtc cultural vdues; 
2) the physical location of the houses in the community which influences the modes of social interaction; 
3) the aspecrs related ta home ownenhip and to the wst  of maintenance corresponding to the economicd d 
culnual vaiues m i givcn place. 
Cultural refer~1ces serve u 8 b i s  Co &fme the physicd contcxt. such u: 
- the spatial orientation of the dwelling in the mt-wert uis;  
- the utilization of symbok and colon usociated with indian customs h the design of the roonis uid th& 
decoration; 
- the roof architccnue and extcrior structures should follow traditional Indian housing modclr; 
- development of 8 cmtrd uu open in ihc intaior for socid meetings; 
- the functional Iiyout b d o w  cultural activiticr such as c l d g  of the gme; 
- the layout of the bedrooms d the living ueu in confonnity with uie culanrl d e s  in reg& to intimacy, respect 
and authority within families. 



House type: Cedar 
Family: 3 persons (parents, daughter: 27) 
Date of renovation: (?) 

Comments: house layout totally redesigneû and adapted to the residents nceds, shows 
independence h m  western housing design principles. Adaptation and control over space 
seems to be stronga when inhabitants continue to pafonn maditional activities. 

1 - kitchen in the basement 6- big storage space by the entmnce 
2- big dining area in the basement 7- separate w&g area 
3- bedroom converted into a stomge room 8- living room on the ground fioor 
with a handy man cowiter 9- big master bedroom with wi& closcts 
4- big bathroom with a showa 10- barhroom with closet 
5- special ericlosed room fa washer and mer 1 1 - smrage m m  

FigA. 14. Ground floor (Cedar) 

(Author's illustration a b  the interviewee's 

drawing) 

Fig.4.14.1. Ground flmr 

(Original layout at the cime of the 

relocation) 



Fig.4.15. Basement (Cedar) 

(Author's illustration after the interviewee's drawing) 

Fig.4.1 S. 1. Basement, original layout 

(Cedar Model, at the time of the 

relocation) 



House plan designed by a women resident: 
Date of construction: 1996 in the new West extension 
Comments: this plan of fas  mainly aii the rrsponses to the residents' cxpectations: 

- double critrance with stœagc spux 
- entrance open in living rom, view on the cntrance h m  the kitchen and living room 
- passage way on the margin of the living roun so that the living m m  is fice for fumiture and 
creating a cen trality (as opposed to the Inuit Haise) 
- living and dining roam are separated by a wall delimiting the 2 fwictions without enclosing thun 
~ U Y  - the "patio" door opens ai tht dining room and kitchen 
- stairs are central in the house and make a oansition between the public and the privaîe ana 
- space on top of the stairs is not wasted, and the corridor is kept srnail to gain space - kitchen is similar to standard kit~hens: the conicr made by the fridge and wall aüows a good rotation 
and use of space (as opyosed to the Inuit House) 
- bathroom's surfacc is simiku to oU#r bathroi,ms: has a win&w and a closet - there is a closct in the comdor (which can be w d  as an extension of the ba-m ctoset or for 
other items) 
- Little bednx>m with cl-t for chüdren (sirnilar to standard bedn>oms) 
- very large mastcr kdroom appropriate to the infonnants' txpectations; good naturai iight due to two 
large windows and wide smragc space 
- barhroom Qor opens on the corridor, protected from the living rom and dining m m  

Fig.4.16. Ground floor 

(Source C.C.C., 1998) 



need for more space and a mae appropriate layout to enable a certain central@. 

Other important aspects should be considered: 

- a vestibule and a porch 
- a storage space by the entrance 
- a centrai wood stove in the cornmon livhg area andlor the kitchen 
- rooms radiating around the living room 
- a kitchen open on the living m m  with space and a big wunter 
- storage space by the kitchen 
- a bathroom (with toilet) on the ground floor (for app. 2 to 3 bedrooms) 

- a staircase next to the wood stove (to combine the two vertical elements of the house) 
- second fl oor three bedraws or more dependhg on the needs 
- a second bathroom (with toilet) 

and: 

- houses that c m  be built in difierent stages depending on the size of the family (ground flmr 
only, and then second floor) 
- houses 1/2 meter below earth level 

A very important aspect conceming Native people in particular. is their gift for art and 
creation. This gift could be integrated in architecturai designs and decisions about the 

cornrnunity layout and the houses. The community consultation in 1979 showed clearly that 
the residents of Fort George had a precise idea of what they expected fkom the new layout 

and were able to translate their ideas into plans and models. The author hopes that any future 

propositions from the residents will be considered with more respect and care in order to 

avoid frustration and uncornfort, 

The author hopes that this thesis brought more insight into the Native housing problems and 
that consultation projects involving women wili becorne a teaüty soon, as they offer the most 

relevant information and input in matters relatecl to their homes and to thcir environment. 
These findings are only the frit step in order to define the need of Native people and it will 
require more work to find appropriate answers to their housing. However, this study gives 
already an idea of what can bc achieved and opens a new horizon about consultation and 
community participation in Native commmities. 



Questionnaire: Gender and Native housing 

Section 1: Personal and family information 
1.1. List ali persons, including children now living in the home, by relation to the haid. list 
their age categones (years: 0- 14, 15- 19, etc .... 6S+) 

Where were you born? 
Where was your father boni? 

Where was your mother born? 
1.2. You are: 

A. Employed - B. Unemployed - C. Retired - D. Student - 5. Other 
1.5. Where did you live most of the tune while you were growing up? 

On reserve, country, small town, suburb, city 
Where was thaî? 

1.6. During the tirne where you were growing up, what icind of housing did you mostly live 
in? 
1.7. What was the language commonly spoken in your family while you were growing up? 
1.8. When did you move into the home you're now living in? 

a 1980, 198 1, 1982 .................................. 1997 
1.9. Do you own a car, a truck, a skidoo, a canoe? 
1.12. How far are you from the center of Chisasibi? 

Schwl, Hospital, Office, Church, Grocenes, Neighbor, Women Shelter 

Section 2: Native women and their house 
2.1. Overall, how do you Iike your dwelling? 

Very much, indiff'erent, don't iike i~ Wh y? 
2.2. Have you made any changes to your home since you moved in? (Painting, flooring, 
walls, cupboard, closets, etc.) 

Why did you make these changes? 
Who made these changes? 

2.3. If you could what (other) changes would you make to your unit? Why? 
2.4. Do you feel crowded in your unit? Why? 
2.5. How easy is it to get a bigger unit and what conditions does it require ? 

2.6. Are different generations living together in your house? Does is cause problems? Why? 
2.7. Can you list the activities of the home which you think requue a separate room (e-g. 

Sleeping, eating, cooking, socialiting) Why? 



2.8. Do you think the houses you Iive in have been designed for your needs? Yes / NO. 

Section 3: Gender issues 
3.1. Could you imagine yourself working with an architect and t e b g  him what you need in 
your unit? 

Yes / No. Why? 

3 2. What do you think about the cluster layout of Chisasibi? 
Good Average Bad Why? 

3.3. What do you think about community participation and Native women's role in the 
design process of their homes? 

Community participation 
Possible Idealis tic Impossible 

Women's role in the design process of their homes 
Possible Ideali s tic hpossible 

Section 4: The house: physical aspects 

5.1. The kitchen 
5.1.1.1s there enough space for all the activitics? 

for cooking 

for eating 
for working 

others 
5.1.2.1s the kitchen easy to clean? 
5.1.3. 1s the sink adapzed to your needs (cleaning game, sise of the pots)? 
5.1.4. Are the cupboards easily accessible for you? 
5.1 S. 1s it difficult to prepare traditional or common meals in your kitchen? 
5.1.6.1s there a good ventilation? 
5.1.7. Do you have a window in the kitchen? 
5.1.8. 1s it big enough 
5.1.9. Do you use an oven / a  microwave? 
5.1.10. if you have a kitchen door, for which purpose do you use it? 



5.1.1 1. In general would you say that you are satisfied by the design of your kitchen? a 5.1.12. if you had to design your kitchen, how would you imagine it? 

5.2. The living-room 
5.2.1.1s it big enough? 

5.2.2. How do you use it? 

TV 
Friends 
Playing with children 
Children leaming for school, others 
Hand working (traditional ac tivities) 

5.2.3. Do you use the living room in the same way in the winter and Ui the sumrner? 
5.2.4. Do you use the living room as a guest room when firiends or relative corne to visit 
you? 
5.2.S.1~ it a very important room in the house? 
5.2.6. You prefer the living room open to the kitchen or separated? 
5.2.7.1s it an area more related to the kitchen or to the dining rwm or bah, or other parts of 
the house? 

5.2.9. Do you store articles in this rwm? 
5.2.10.1s there enough storage? 

5.2.11.1s it practical to clean. in the winter and in the sumrner? 
5.2.12.I~ inàmacy in your living room important? 

5.2.1 3. Is the orientation of the living room important? 
5.2.14.1s the view important for you? 

5.2.15. If you could design your living room, how would you organize it, where would you 

locate it in the house, and how much storage would you need? 

5.3. The Bathroom 
5.3.1. In general would you say that your bathroom answers your expectations? 
5.3.2. Do you have running and hot water? 
5.3.4. Are the material and the furniture in your bathroom resistant and easy to clean? 
5.3.5.1s there a good sanitation system? 
5.3.6. Are there problems of ventilation and humidity concentration? 

5.3.7. Do you have a window in your bathroom. if not, would you like one? 

5.3.8. Do you have a washing machine in your bathroom or next to it? 

5.3.9. Do you have a bath, a shower, or both? 



5.3.10. Which do you prefer and why? 

0 5.3.11. Did you build any additionai elements on your own? 

5.3.12. Is your bathroom safe for children and for elderly persons? 
5.3.13. Would you need more storage in the bathroom. If yes how much and for what 
purpose? 

5.3.14. If you could design your bathroom, what would you make it look Wre and where 

would you position ir in the house. Explain. 

5.4. The children's bedroom 
5.4.1. How many children live in each bedroom? 
5.4.2. How old are they? 
5.4.3. Do they go to schwl? 

5.4.4. Do they do their homework in their room? 
5.4.5. Do they have enough room to work? 
5.4.6. Dues each child have a desk? 
5.4.7.1s it important for you that each child owns his desk? 
5.4.8. What is the children's opinion to that? 

5.4.9. Do they prefer to work on the kitchen table or in the living room? 

a 5.4.10.1s it important for them to stay close to th& parents? 
5.4.11. Do they have a TV in their room? 

5.4.12. Do they have a hi-fi system? 

5.4.13. Do they play an instrument, or have to practice ar home? Does it cause problems with 
other members of the family? 

5.4.14.1s there enough light in their room? 
54-15. Are there enough closets? 

5.4.16.1s the location of the rooms intelligent and practical in your opinion? DO you h o w  
of a be tter location? 

5.4.17. What h d  of pnonties would you list conceming the children's kdrooms? 
5.4.18. If you could design the children's rwms, where and how would you design it? 

5.5. The parents' bedroom 
5.5.1.1s it big enough? 

5.5.2. Do you share that m m  with some of your children? 1s it inconvenient? Why ? 

5.5.3. Do you feel cornfortable in your bedroom? 

5.5.4.1s it an important room for you? 

5.55 Do you have enough closets 



5.5.6. Do you store other things than just clothes? 

e 5.5.7.1s there enough light? 1s light in your b e h m  important for you? 
5.5.8. Do you do any kind of work in your bedroom: professional work, arts and crafts. 
sewing.. .etc.? 
5.5.9. If you could design your bedroom, how would you arrange it and why? 

5.6. The basement 
5.6.1. What purpose does your basement fulfill? 

5.6.4. Do you use your basement a lot? 
5.6.5. Do your children use it a lot? 
5.6.6. Are îhere special activities that can only take place in the basement? Which ones and 
why? 

5.6.7. 1s it weli ventilated? Are there problems of humidity? In your opinion why? 

184. Do you store many elewnu in the basement? Why? 
5.6.8. What kind of qualities does the basement have that you don't find elsewhere in the 

house? 
5.6.9. Could the basement be better designed? 

5 -6.10. If you could design the basement how would you arrange it? 

- 
5.7. The entrance 

5.7.1. Do you have a double entrance door, a protected porch? 
5.7.2. 1s it sufficient to stop the cold? If not, why ? 
5.7.3. 1s there any storage rwm by the enmce? 1s it enough? 
5.7.4. Do you need separate storage n>oms, some for little items and some for vehicles, car. 
snowrnobile, etc .... Explain. 
5.7.5. Is the entrance well oriented, protected from the winds? 
5.7.6. Are the entrances weli planned in regard to neighbon, access of the cars, ... etc.? 

5.7.7. if you could design the enmce, where and how would do you imagine it? 

5.8. Stairs 
5.8.1. Are your stairs safe? 
5.8.2. Do you think that stairs are not appropriate to your culture: 
5.8.3. Are the stairs well located in the house? 
5.8.4. If no, where would you put them? 
5.8.5. If something could k changed about the staùs what would you propose? 



5.9. The exterior of the house 
5.9.1. What do you think about the esthetic and global architecture of your house? Do you 
like it? 

5.9.2. Do you sometimes imagine how it couid be changed or improved? 
5.9.3. What are your feeiings about the "clusd' layout? Does it answer your needs? 

5.9.4. Would you have preferred another layou t for the houses? 
5.9.5. 1s the access by car, foot, skidoo easy? In the winter and in the summer? 
5.9.6. Do you have trees around your house? 

If not, wouid you like to have more, say why. 
5.9.10. Are there some physical elements that you would like to change in the outside of 
your house? 
5.9.1 1. If you could draw youmlf a houx what would it look like? 
5.9.12. Is there a specific place for the garbage coiiect? 
5.9.13. Did you build any additional construction to your house? 

For which pmpose? Who built it? 
Did you need more storage room? 

5.9.14. Do you think that your children are safe outside of the house? 1s there a playground 
for them? 

a 5.9.15. As the main person responsible for the household, would you consider youneif 
sarisfied with your house? 
5.9.16. What do you think about the location of the houses inside the cluster? 
5.9.17. How do you interact with your neighbors? Are they relatives, fiiends. none of 
them? 

5.9.18. Would you Say that the original planning of the clusten does/ does not correspond 
to your life style? Why? 
5.9.19. If you participated to the consultation before the relocation, what was at that time 
your wish concerning the layout of the houses? 
5.9.10. Do you think differentiy about i t today? Why? 

Additional comment. : 



Bibliography 

Adler. L. L. Women in Cross Cultural Persnective. Preager: New York. 1991. 

Afshari-iMirak, Ghader. Cultural A ~ ~ r o a c h e s  to Native Canadian Housins An Evaluation of 

Existino hou sin^ Proiects in Cree Communities of Northem Quebec. Unpublished 

Master Thesis. Montreal: McGill University Press. 1994. 

Bailey. Alfred. G- The Conflict of Euro~ean and Eastern Aloonkian - Cultures 1504- 1700: A 

Study in Canadian Civitization. 2nd ed. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 1969. 

Bearskin. Joab. George Lameboy. Robbie iMatthew. Sr. et al. Cree Tra 

Ottawa: T&H Printers. 1989. 

Beauchemin. Georges. "L'Univers Méconnu de la Convention de la Baie James et du Nord 

Québecois". Forces ( 1995): N097: 14-28. 

Biblio~raphy on Native Housino,. Biblionraphie sur le Logement pour Autochtones. 

Canadian Housin2 Information Centsr. Ottawa: ClMHC. Jan. 1988. 

Boserup. Ester. Women's Role in Economic Develo~ment. New York: St-Martins Press. 

Inc. : 1 974. 

Brant. Clare. C .  "Native Ethics and Rules of Behavior." Canadian Journal of Psvchiatry. 

Aug. 1990: 534536 .  

Brydon. L-and Chant. S.(eds). Womeii in the Third Worid. Gender Issues in Rural and 

Urban Areas. Rutgers University Press : New Jersey. 1989. 

Canada. A Culturallv Sensitive A~proach to Plannina - and Design with Native Canadians. 

Ottawa: CiMHC. 1984. 

Canada. Ce qu'on a Entendu/ What we Heard. Report on the Rural and Native Housinz 

Consultation Process. Ra~port de la Consultation Relative au Logement pour les 

Ruraux et les Autochtones. Canada: CMHC. 199 1 .  



Crinrida. Client Information Guide. Rural and Native Housino Prooram. - Home Owner. 

Canada: C-MHC. 199 1. 

Canada. Client Information Guide. Rural and Native Housino Prooram. Le~sePurchase. 

Canada: CiMHC. 1992. 

Canada. Comité Permanent des Affaires Autochtones- Le Logement des Autochtones. Le 

temps d'Aoir. Ottawa: 1992. 

Canada. Cris et Inuits. Catéoories des Terres de Chisasibi. Vice-présidence 

Environnement et Collectivités. Hydro Quebec. Février 1996. 

Canada. Fiche de renseignements. Direction Principale. Communication et 

Environnement. Hydro-Quebec. 1997. 

Canada. Indian Particination and Consultation in the Review of the Summarv Renort of the 

G M H C  on-Reserve Housing Program Evaluation. Ottawa: CMHC. ('?). 

Canada. Les Conditions de Lo~ement des Peutiles Autochtones au Canada. Prepared by 

Ark Associates. Ottawa: CiMHC. 1996 

Canada. ~Maximizino Communitv Benefits from Sel f -He l~  Housin:. Ottawa: CiMHC. 1994. 

Canada. Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. Gatherinz Strenuth. 

~01.3. Ortriwri: ~Minister of Supply and Services Canada. 1996. 

Canada. Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. Persxctives and Rerilities 

~~01.4. Ottawa: iMinistsr of Supply and Services Canada. 1996. 

Canada. Sharino - Success in Native Housing. Hizhliehts f the CMHC Housing Awards. 

Svm~osium on the Aborioinal Housing. Ottawa: CMHC. 1995. 

Canada. The Rural and Native Housino Demonstration Prooram. Canada: ClMHC. 199 1. 



Celik. Aliye Pekin. Womenes Participation in the Production of Shelter. In: Shelter Women 

and Develonment: First and Third World Persmctives. edited by Hel mata C. 

Dandekar. Ann Arbor: George Wahr. 1993: 199-207. 

Chance. Norman. Conflict in Culture: Problems of Deveio~mentai Change amono the Cree. 

Document:?. Ottawa: Canadian Research Center for Anthropology Saint Paul 

University. 1968. 

Chance. Norman. Les Cris du Ouébec: Etude du Dévelo~~ernent  chez les Cris (McGill Cree 

Proiect 1. Ottawa: Department of Regional Economic Expansion. McGill Lrniversity. 

l969(?). 

Chicoine. Lucie. Le Village - Ouié-Bougoumou: - Une Expérience de Planitication Partagée en 

Mi lieu Autochtone. Unpubl ished Master Thesis. Montreal: ,McGi l l University Press. 

1990. 

Christensen. Erling. V. "Self-Governrnent: A Community Based Approach". Native 

Issues iMonthlv (March 1995): 3-2 

Cree Huntsrs of  mist tas si ni. National Film Board of Canada. 59 mn. 1/2 in. 1992. 

Dandekar. C.. Helmata. Women and Housino: The Understated Relationshin ro 

Developrnent. Review Article for Women and International Development 

Annual. vol. 4: Dec. 15. 1993. 

Dandckar. C.. Hemata. Shelter Women and Developrnent. First and Third World 

Pers~ectives. Michigan: Ann Arbor. 1996. 

Dankelman. 1. and Dzividson. J .  Women and Environment in the Third World: Alliance for 

the Future. London: Earthscan Publication. 1988. 

Diary of a Residential School. Nation (February i 998): 5-7. 

Dion. Joseph. F. Mv Tribe the Crees. Calgary: Glenbow-Alberta Institute. 1979. 

Duncan. James. ed.. Housino and Identitv. New York: Holmes & Meier. 1983. 



Engeland. John. The Housino Conditions of Aboricinal People in Canada. CMHC: 

1996. 

Flannei-y. Regina. Ellen SrnaIlboy. Glim~ses of a Cree Woman's Life. Montreal and 

Kingston: iMcGill-Queen's University Press. 1995. 

Frideres. James. S. Native Peoples in Canada: Contemporarv Conflicts. 4th ed. 

Ontario: Prentice Hall. 1993. 

Hrirndi. Nabeel. Housino Without Houses: Participation. Flexi bilitv. Enablement. New 

York: Van Nostrand Reinhold. 199 1.  

Jarries. Catherine. Continuitv and Change: A Cultural Analvsis in Teenage Pregnancy. 

Unpublished Master Thesis. iMontreal: McGill University Press. 1 992. 

James. Irene. "Women's Concerns About Treaty Process". Native Issues Monthlv 

(iMarch 1996): 4-2 

Kuptana. Rosemarie. "Keeping the CircIe Strong in the North. Solvent Abuse. Alcohol. 

and Dmg Strategies for the North". Canadian Woman Studies. Les Cahiers de la 

Femme. (Fall 1994): 14-4. 

Lachance. André. "Du Mautrais Côté de la Baie". Actualité. (Février 1998):56-60. 

Larrson. Anita. Gender Contracts. Housino Conflicts and Wornen's Strategies: - the Case of 

Lesotho. Paper Presented at the International Seminar on Gender. Urbanization and 

Environment 13th- 16th lune. 1991. Nairobi. Kenya. 

"Lc Rf veil des Femmes Autochtones". La Gazette des Femmes. Conseil du Statut de la 

Femme. (Janvier. Février 1993): 14-3. 

Mandel baum. David. G. The Plains Cree. Regina: Canadian Plains Research Center. 

University of Regina. 1979. 

iMcBride. Catherine and Ellen Bobet. La Santé des Femmes Indiennes. Ottawa: 

Ministre des Approvisionnements et Services Canada. 1992. 



McClain. Janet. Doyle Cassie. Canada. Women as Housino - Consumers. Ottawa: CMHC. 

1983. 

WIcDowell. Kenneth. Housing. Culture and Desim: Housing - and Culture for Native 

Groups i n  Canada. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 1989. 

IMiller. Christine. Patricia Chuchryk. eds. Women of the First Nations: Power. Wisdom and 

Strenorh. - Winnipeg: The University of Manitoba Press. 1996. 

.Llolyncus. LMaxine. "Women's Emancipation Undcr Socialism: A Model for the Third 

World". World Develo~ment 198 1 : 9:9/ 1 0. 1 O/ 19-37. 

Moser and Linda Peake. eds. Women. Human Settlements and Housino,. London: 

Tavistock. 1988. 

.Maser. Caroline. Gender Plannino and Develo~tnent. Theoi-v. Practice and Training. 

London: Routledge. 1993. 

Xaboko~~. Peter and R. Easton. Native Arnerican Architecture. London: Oxford 

University Press. 1989. 

Oli~.cr. Paul ed. Shelter and Societv. London: The Crcsset Press. 1969. 

Panndkar. Pratima. Gender. Urbanization and Environment: View from bclow a Narration 

of Two Ex~eriences from Bombav. India. Paper Presented rit the International 

Stlminar on Gender. Urbanization and Environment. 13th- 16th June. 1994. Nairobi. 

Kenya. 

Priprinck. Hanna. Women in Cities: Problsms and Perspectives- In Women and World 

Develomnent, edited by Irene Tinker and Michelle Bo Breamsen. Washington. D.C.: 

Overseas Development Council: New York: Preager. 1976. 

Prcntice. Alison. Paula Boume. Gai1 Cuthbert Brandt et al. Canadian Women. A 

Historv. Tilly Crawley ed. Toronto: Harcour Brace Jovanovitch. 1988. 



Preston. R. I. Reticence and Self-Exvression in a Cree Communitv: A Studv of Style in 

Social Relationshi~s. Polycopié. 1967. 

Preston. Sarah. Let the Pzqt Go: A Life Historv. Narrated by Alice Jacob. Ottawa: 

Canadian Museum of Civilization. Mercury Series. 1986. Paper No 1 04. 

Que bec Native Women. Femmes Autochtones du Québec. Assemblée Annuelle Régionale. 

Annual Regional Meetinq. Montreal: f 989. 

Rapoport. Amos. House Forrn and Culture. Toronto: Prentice-Hall. 1969. 

Salisbury. Richard. A Homeland for the Cree. Kingston and Montreal: ,McGi Il-Queen's 

University Press. 1986. 

Shaw. Petcr. Town Planning in Consultation with and Participation ti-om a Native 

Communitv. A Case Siudv of the Relocation of the Cree Indian Communitv of Fort 

George to Chisasibi. Ouebec. Unpublished lMaster Thesi-;. iMontreal: McGill 

University. 1982. 

Simon. J.. C. R.R. Forster. T. Alcose et al. Canada. A Culturallv Sensitive A~proach to 

PIrtnnino and Desion with Native Canadians. Ottawa: CMHC. 1984. 

Skinner. Reinhard. J. .  John Tailor and Emiel. A. Wegelin. eds. Shelter Uneradine for the 

LTrban Poor: Evaiuation of the Third World Exnerience. Manila: Island Publishing. 

1987. 

Tanner. Adrian. Brineing Home Animals: Relioious Ideoloov and  mode of Production of 

the Mistassini Cree Hunters. London: Memorial University of Ne\vfoundland. 

1979. 

Tinker. Irene. Global Policies Re~arding Shelter for Women: Exneriences of the UN Center 

for Human Settlements. In Shelter Women and Development: First and Third World 

Perspectives. edited by Hemala C. Dandekar. .4nn Arbor: George Wahr: 1993a. 



Todes. Alison. Gendsr in  metr rom lit an Development Strategies: The Case of Durban. A 

Paper presented at the International Seminar on Gender. Urbanization and 

Environment 13th- 16th June. 1994. Nairobi. Kenya. 

Tranchida. Daniel. Relocalisation du Village Indien Cri de Fort George. Rérion de la Baie 

Jriniés. Ouébec. Unpublished PhD Thesis. La~ral: Université Paul Valery. 1980. 

Turner. David, H. and Paul Wertman. Shamattawa: The Structure of Social Relations in 

a Nonhern Aloonkian - Band. Ottawa: National ,Museum of Man. Mercuries 

Series. 19. Paper N036. 1977. 

Turner. John. F. C. and Robert Fichter. Freedom to Build. Dweller Control on the 

Housino, Process. New York: McMillan Company. 1972. 

Turner. John. F. C. H o u s i n g l  

Environments. New York: Pantheon Books. 1976. 

Vance. Irene. .More than Mortar: Women's Particination in Self-Hel~ Housino in Managua. 

Nicaraoua. In Women. Human Settlements and Housing. edited by Caroline iMoser 

and Linda Peake. London: Tavistock Publications. 1987. 

Wekcrle. G.R. Peterson. R.. and Morley. D.. New Space for Women. Boulder Colorado: 

Westview Press. I980. 

Wiesenthal. David. Frederic Weizman and Susan Mockler. Canada. Housina, Needs of 

Sinele :Mothers and their Children. Ottawa: CiMHC. 199 1 .  

Young. Kue. T.. Bruce. L.. Eliris. J. et al. Les effets du Logement - et de l'Infrastructure 

Communautaire sur la Santé dans les Réserves Indiennes du Canada. Finances et 

services Prokssionels. Affaires Indiennes et Nord Canada: Août 199 1. 




