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Eva Circé-Côté, masked by a male pseudonym, wroir over fi- ediiorials p r  ~rar  for 1.c 
i \ lunJ~ Ozn.rier Lubur HOrlJ from 19 16-1 943 (wiili  a break froiii 1922 tu 1925 iric;lusivr j. 
This newvspaper IW brough t into k i n g  by the FC;JC;rution Jrs iruvuiIfcvs du QuChec- @'7-. 
Cïiiics of the pioneer labour papas argue that they had linle influence oii social flairs - 
I_e : Ihrde Uuvrkr Lrrtur tt'ur/"''s circulation figures are S.000 111 1916, 5 W  in 1940. Aid 
yst. hoivever small their circulations, the pioneer labour newspaprs provideci a forum for 
debaie of popular ideas for social change and were sounding boards for a little-esplorsd 
radical tradition in Canadian history. Writing in "litemy h g "  Circé-C6ii combineif 
political concems with an incisive assortment of ethno-cultural urban opinions. 
Concentra~ing on Eva Circé-Côté's roie in the foundation of  Montreal's first public libran 
and on hrr  wurk as one of Le :1./unui/ Our*r~er S çhiei ~rdn~:vphune juuriiaiisis. ihis ihrsis 
explor-es ethrlic idel~iificafiotl il] reiaiioit tu cfass ,id gender iit bluiitreai f 900- 1940. 
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Eva Circé-Côté, masked by a male pseudonyrn, wote prolitlcally tbr Le :iIurzJc. 

Ouvrier Iwbor World h m  1916 to 1942.' Writing in "literary d q , "  Circé-Côte cornbined 

political concems nith an incisive assortment of ethno-cultural uhan opinions. ' In addition 

to hrr work for Le i\40de Ouvrier, behveen 1884 and 1943, Cimd-Côté wwote regularly for 

1.e blonde rl/u.wé. Les  Débats, L 'Ér~ncefle. L Xcrion Le Cornbar. Le Perrr t kmdrcnz, I.c 

. ~ ~ U ~ I U ~ U I ~ S I ~ .  Le Devoir. and Le Puys. Concentrating on Circé-Côté's role in the founâation 

of Montreat's first public tibrary and on her work as one of Le A,fode Owt-rrr j- chief 

francophone journaiists, this thesis explores ethnic identification in relation to class and 

fem inism in Montreai t 900- 1 940.3 

Montreal had a large working class at the tum-of-the-century, arnong the iargest in 

'In 19 16. Montreai workers weicomed the tirst edition o f  Le Monde C)uvrier/Labar World This 
newspaper was brought into being by the Ft;Jt;rutiufr Jus rrui'cli//ur~rs d"1 Q n J k  [subsequently the 
/.2Jt;rnrrort des t~avail/er~r.v et rravai//er~.w.s du (_)é/lecJ. For a complete listins of Circé-Côté's 688 
editonals published in j e Monde O u w i e ~  see Appendix B. 

.I 

'The use of the pseudonyrn was not uncomrnon diiriny this time period tor Montreai's men and 
women journaiists alike. Bernard Vinet explains: -Le pseudonyme est un nom tictif utiiise par une personne. 
auteur ou artiste. qui désire communiquer avec ses semblables.. . Bref, il est paradosal d'utiliser un 
pseudonyme. et ce n'est qu'en insistant sur cette contradiction qu'il devient possible de d%ager Ia 
signitication sociale d'un seste qui parait anodin. Si la "pudeur littéraire" est un phenomene generalisé. il 
existe par contre d'autres craintes susceptibles de varier en intensité d'une réyion a l'autre et d'une époque a 
l'autre. ainsi en e s t 4  de la crainte des représailles pour celui qui se compromet en s'attaquant aux détenteurs 
du pouvoir L'histoire est remplie d'anecdotes dans lesquelles les puissants de l'heure se font signifier 
certaines ventes par des auteurs anonymes. Le Québec n'est pas une terre ou l'on risque sa vie ou sa libene 
cn s-opposant par &ait ii plus puissant que soit. Toutefois, ici comme ailleurs, il firt des moments ou cntiqucr 
la politique du gouvernement et s'attaquer au clergé étaient des activités compromettantes pour la carrière et . . la réputation de I ' audacie~x.~  (Québec: Éditions Garneau, IWO).  xi-xii. 

3 
Cire-Cote mas uncovered by Andrée Lévesque in her d c i e  %va Circé-Côté ( 1 87 1 - 1939) 

Fondatrice de la Bibliothéque Municipale de  .Momrd." Ces femmes vui cm hZ?i !.!cztre :?.izz!r&z!: Les 
du remue-rxkege, :Y%); 145-3. ?ki lier th!e inbiste, L&.espe h@As'/&cfs Cas3 zzfi:kbt;ticr,s = 

founder of one of the first libraries in Montreal to open its doors to the working-class public. 



Canada. Yet therc remains a curious lack of fmussed scholarship about it: polyethnic 

workingîlass Montreai seems io have fdlen beiwveen the schwls of francophone 

historia-graphy. oAen preoccupied with the "national question," and an AngloCanadian 

social history that talies "English Canada" as its c0nte.a. As one of nurnsrous possible 

esamples, despite her illustrious career, Circé-Côté is not present in Magon: Lang's 1999 

publication, Womcn Who News - F- in C d . '  Sirnilarly. 

French-Canadian feminists are conspicuously absetit frotn othrr iniyortatit tiatiotial 

- .  
monogaphs in women's history. inciuding Janice Newton's Fem- 10 the 

- .  
Canadian Lefi. 1 900- 19 1 8 and Linda Kealey's Enlistinrr Wo- Cause: W o m  

Labour and the LeFt in C- 1890-192Q.' 

In 19 16, Monireal workers saw the first edition o f  Le ~\hrule 0uwrc.r tubor I+brfd 

which was one of few bilingual labour newspapers in Canada? Launched during the First 

World War, and continuing througbout the Great Depression, the labour ivsekly was hard 

pressed to interpret the economic transformations and the social üpheaval that was "urban 

Iife" for iis wurking-ciau: raidership. As Ron Vrrruh has çhroniçird, mosi piunrer labour 

1 Marjory Lang, Women Who Made the News: Fernale lournalists in Canada 1880- 1945 (Montreal 
and Kingston: McGilI Queen's Press. 1999). 

- .   mice ce Newton, The Femnin Q&g~e to  the Can&an M. IWO- 191 8 (Montreal & Kingston: 
McGilI-Queen's University. 1995) and Linda Kealey Enlisrinrc. Women for the Cause Women. Labour and 
thc Lcfl in Canada. I 8 9 O - f W O  (Toronto: University of Toronro Press, 1998). 

" ~ e  Monde Ouwiq was brougtit into bein_o by the Fedération des travailleurs et travailleuses du 
Québec (FTQ). Its founder was Gustav Franq. who has been described as follows in &'histoire de la FTQ 
(Montréal. Fédération des travailleurs ei travailleuses du Québec, 1988). 61. "11 etait un polémiste infatigable 
au senice des plus démunis de la société et un advcrsairc fcrocc dcs bolch&iqucs qui avaicnt dcs r i e s  sur 
12 Paffi Ouvrier. Francq a aussi fait lutte aux syndicats catholiques, mais il n'a pas été  chauvin au point de ne 
pas r e c o ~ a i t r e  un cenain mérite ...- 



... 
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newspapen in Canada went beyond pure union concems to scnninize society as a whole.- 

Critics of the pioneer labour papers argue that the? had littie influence on social 

affain - Le ,bfonde Ouvrrer S circulation figures were 8,500 in i 9 16. 5000 in 1910. ' And 

-et. not to be overlookd is the fact that politicians, church leaders, and labour critics 

comM the labour press hoking for a shifl in political &tudes or cultural trends. ' However 

small their circulations, the labour newqqen provided a forum for debatt: of popular ideas 

for social change. More importantly, they w r r  the sounding boards for a litîlr-explored 

radical tradition in Canadian 11istot-y. In theü pages, labour commentators drafted the 

bluepnnt for a new society, tested their ideas for change, debated the social issues and 

discussed solutions to society's problems. '' 
One of Le ;\.IunJc' Ouvrier's kcy journalists, Eva Circé-Côte. wrote under the 

pseudonym 'LJulien Saint-Michel.-' Unwilling to have her voice reiegated to the "fernale" 

7 Ron Verzuh. Radical The Pioneer Labour Press in Caq& (Ottawa: Steel Rail Pubtishing, 
1 988). 1 2 1 - 1 32. Verzuh argues: "Cryiny out for better education, healthier and safer workplaces, an end to 
child labour, thc establishment of old age secu* and qua1 pay for femde faaory labourers. the newspapers 
pIeaded for hl1 emploqment. improved housing, more job sxurity. and a major assault on poveny. They 
advocated shoner workirty hours. temperance. co-operatives, political representatiun. uniorüzation and even 
all-out revolution as ways to bnng about social refoms. And yct, cditors oflcn lincd up to cast racist 
aspersions in the direction of Chinese and Japanese immigrant labourers. They oAen faiied to provide a truly 
progessive view in the ongoing debare over the rights of women and children." 

8 Andree Beaulieu et Jean Hamelin &es Icurnaux du Ouebec de 1 764 a 1964 (Québec: Les Presses 
de l'université Laval, 1965). 188 

" ~ h e  intluence o f  Le Monde Ouiner/Labor World fàr ouwighed its limited distribution. Premier 
Aiesandre Taschereau of Quebec. the Riyht Honorable G.D. Robertson, Minister of Labor under Borden. 
and Mayor .Méderic Martin of !Montreai figured amongst its subscribers. 

in In mid- 19 19. copies of J R ,Mor& Ouvq&&or W u  were confiscated by LMontreai @ce who 
were targeting radical centers in the citqf. André E. Leblanc, T h e  Labor Movement Sen Through the Pages 
of Montreal's Le hl d e  Ouvrier/ The W r  WorlQ ( 19 16- 1 926)," Master's Thesis. University of Montreal, 
1971. 16. 



page of the ~ e e k l ~ , ~ ~  and making use of the masculine nom dc piumc. she drew on the 

authority availablr to male joumalisu to drfend sflrage and to champion the righis or 

workers and their children. Given her bourgeois background CircC-CôiC's frniiriist 

preoccupations mingled and competed with her efforts to assume the identity of a workiny- 

class man. " Illuminaring the dialectic that existed between the problems of the working 

ciass and the concem of the miWe and upper classes, Circé-C8té's controversiai editorials 

.- 
included r.xaminations of such topin as '* mentaliîy of the Chiriese," -'masculine digii ty. 

"the question of Jewish schools," "the necessity of holidays." "charity that Iiurts," "the right 

to view movies on Sunday," and "ferninine vengeance." 

Employing Le Monde Ouvrier as a bilingual viewflnder trained o n  ethno-cultural 

relations~ 1 have studied Circé-Côté's opinions - on such subjects as cultural preservation. 

female s f i g e ,  racism and the rights of \wrlien - which camed well bryoiid the readrrship 

of the labour press. Le Adiode Ouvriw has left us with a particularIy nch record of the under- 

expiored realities of French-Canadian gender, ethnic, and class relations. '' A wornan who 

!! 
As Jean de Bonviiille points out in his snidy & Presse Quebecoise 1 884- 1 9 1 3 (Québec: Presses de 

I'Universite Laval, 1988), with the massification of pnnted press audiences. newspapers at  the tum of the 
cenlury in Quebec b a n  to n~odiQ tIwü papers t o  reach a larger audience. Specific pages. geared at women 
readers. bqan to appear as part and parcel of the larger trend of diversification that included pages which 
targeted children, sports fans, and so on. The first women journalists. he argues, were &en hired IO work on 
these designated --ferninine interest" pases 

'?AS Yolande Pinard points out in her Y e d e  -Les debuts du mouvement des femmes a hlontreal. . . .  . , ,  . .  - 
1593- 1902," T r a v a i l b s  et f e w e s :  I . = m e s  dans la m i e t e  wbecoisç ed. Xl.La&-ignc and Y Pinard 
(Montréal. Boi-&l Express, 1983). 404, footnote 1 6. "Au tournant du 2ûe side. le journalisme féminin 
s'affirme dans la probina A Montréal, des fcmmcs. issues pour la plupan de la bourgcoisic ou de fa petite 
bourgeoisie, s'essayent au métier de "chroniqueuse" et la "paye littéraire féminine" devient ainsi de  plus en 
plus a la niode. Outre ce rare débouclhi. elles qui sont intéressk à faire carriere en ce  domaine n'ont suère 
d'autre chois que de fonder leur revue." 

 hile I R  Monde Ouvrier/Lgbor Work  had a purponedly bilin--l mandate, articles wrinen for 
the French side of the paper were only on rare occasion translated for the English side and vice versa. 
Consistent witli tlus format 1 have kept that which was wntten in by CircKÔte in French hence avoiding 



had an engaging and influential voice in xwral conflicting worlds. CirctX6tti also 

published a m i s e  on Papineau's legacy, four ptays, and a collection of ediionals, stories 

and poerns. " 

In an attempt to avoid a " b i s  towards elites" ofkn found in grneral histones of 

journalists and ne\4spapers, this thesis combines a whote realrn of sources whic h shed iight 

un how Circé-Côté's personal experiences in  montrea al as a social reformer, activist and a 

Iibran'an irirormed herjournôlism. in addition, I approach k r  edïtorials and the print sources 

from the perspective of a thematic study, which gives attention to the overall political and 

econornic patterns in Montreal within a distinct forty-year time-frame. 

Studying Circé-CÔté's life and work has led me d o m  many intriguing c h a ~ s l s  of 

historical inqui-. This thesis begins by descnbing in scrni-biographical deiail CirctX6tk's 

experiences as a founder and librarian of Montreal's first public library. In additiori, this 

pre1irnimu-y study serves to underscore what might have motivated Circi-CÔti to abandon 

her enormousl y successful career as a femme Je kures and sustain an anonyrnous "working- 

class" male identity in Le ,\lunde Ouvrier. " This thesis ends with an attempt io show how 

what would by necessity be a heaky-handed Engtish translation. M'hile this may make the thesis jarring 
reading for those who do not r a d  French. it serves to underscore the conplexity of Canadian scholarship's 
FrenchEnglish dibide 

14 Eva Circe-Cote, -: Son intluence sur la Dense  canadien= (Montréal: R. A. Regnault 8: 
Cie.. 1 924). Her book of poetry is entitled Bleu. Blanc. R o w '  P-- causene (Montréal: 
Deom Frères. Éditeurs. 1903). 

"Marie Lakispe and lennifa S t o d u  contend that at the tum of the twentieth cenniry 
"journalism" w-as considered an acceptable occupation t'or women, and that women journalists did have a 
certain influence. so long as they confined themsdves to the ferninine pages of the newspapers. They also 
point out that women, as a NIC. were veq- poorly paid. "Uuk-ricres CI travailleuses montr&laiscs, 1900- 
1 940," in M Lavigne et Y. Pinard &S., r v i I 

(Montrad. Boréal Express. 1983). 99- 1 13. 



\. i 

Circé-C6tk's theoretical ideas about feminism and îhe worliing class convcrged icith her 

pnctical efforts to\vards social change. 



THE PARADOXES OF ROUGE LIBEULISM: Eva Circé-Côté and her milieu 

In a liberai order. as çlassicaliy ttleorLied. -h "individual" yivrs iiis fice-sbtding 

consent to the law and to a state which upholds it. A ninetssnth-csntup Iiberal ürdsr 

escluded women from the fianchise in order to pepetuate a "public.$rivate" dikide - 
wherein atmized uidividimls (in this case pr-ed men) repressnted women and chikiren 

tu rht: pubIic w ~ r l d .  Tii perprtuïe likrdism's rising idral of inùividu;iIism. e~entiaiist 

ideas arose to explain the exclusion of wonien from "individual r igh ."  Tlieories tu define 

\*ha1 mi@ constitute Iegitimate limitations for the fernale "gender" \vers de\.eli>@ in 

order to szcurrc the rights of certain men. Most obviousl y, the classical liberal order shaped 

proptrrty rights and relations. and in so doing infiuenced the manner in which numen were 

excludeci frorn a direct mie in such activity. Most filsi-wve ferninists, such as Eva Cimi- 

Cote, were ins~nbers of the middle class and chaknged their excluion from  lie category 

of --individual" in a classically liberal rnanner. And ÿet, in a mode that reBected a p s t -  

f ikïzl wnscioüsness, Circé-Cot2's feminism oscillateci betwen a "classical" li beral out look 

and a --new iiberal" worIJ view - ont: whkh pnvileged "swiriy as an evolviny urganisrn' 

crhovc. tiir rights of iiidividuals. Iii so doing Circ&-Chi's feiiiiiiist tliought forced a re- 

rsariination of individual and praperty rights- re-cûnstnicting gender through social reform 

initiatives. Circé-Côté demanded individualkt r'qztdii'y whik defcnding fcrnale ci#2rm~t.'. 

She chaiienged Montrai's ciassicai iikd mdeIs whiie wnfirming the parameters of new 

liberal gender idrais. This seeming contradiction of i~iteritions wàc, rwt a big11 of Cire& 

Coti's puulement, bui, raîher, sipdled the extraordinarily çompkk and paradoxicai eff it  



h t h  the classical and new liberai f'rameworlis caused whrn applied to women's lites. 

. . 
Feminism, as Nancy Cott points out in The Gro- of Moqeni Fe-, is hard 

to define. Our understanding of femïnism often suf)Ters from an over-generalized ahistoncal 

application - to everything and anything having to do with the h i s t o ~  of wornen's rights. 

This popular. but mislrading comprehension of the word, obscures the fact that the bir~h of 

ferninism in North Amerka marked a modem agenda for the women's nwvcment Cot~ 

elaborates: 

My current working definition of feminism ... has thrze core components, none of 
them highiy exact; each mi@ admit contesi within it. First is a beiief in what is 
usually referrrd to as sex quality but whiçh mi&t be mure clearly expressed in ihr 
negative. as opposition to sex Iiirr-arciiy ... Second feminism in rny workirig defini tion 
presuppüses tiiat women's condition is socially constnictecî. thar is. Iiisioricatly 
sha@ by human social usage mîkr tharr simply prdestinsd by G d  or nature ... My 
third point, tied to the second, is about gender group identi ty... The conviction that 
women's socially constructed position situates us on shared pound enables the 
consciousness and the community of action arnong women to impei change. ! 

f i l i i e  some have ii~kwed that feminisrn should be seen as a demand to extend io wumen the 

individualistic "premises of the political throry of liber-disin," frrninisrn czin riot lx 

disrnissed as the mere assertion of the "fernale individual." Pure individualism, Cott 

esplains, negates feminism in that it renders women's co11ective action impossibk. 

The existence of feminism (or of labour or socialist or anti-mcist rnuvernentsj u n  

no longer bc: explaineci as resistance to a timeiess masculinism (or capitaiisrn or raçism j. 

Joan Wallach Scott's paradigm rqarding the birth of feminism ( a d  of iabur aiid srk'ialist 

rnovsrnsnts) opens up a particularly provocative channel through which to analyse the work 

1 . . 
San- F. Con. The Grou- of M- (New Haven and London: Yale Ciniversity 

Press. 1987). 3-5. 



of Circ&Côid. Scon argues in Qnly Paradoxes to OflU bat tlir praxis of ferninist poliiics 

of esciuding wornen fiom citizenship, Scott contends, they argued that sesual difference was 

not an indicator of social- inteilectual. ur politicai capacity. And 'et, while acting on behalf 

of "women," tliey wrre forced to invoke the difference they denied: 'This sirnuiianrous 

avowai and refusal exposed the contradictions and omissions in the definition of tender - 

that were offered in the narne of nature and imposed through lawv."' Aithough feminism 

emerçed to protest wornen 's esclusion fiom poI itical participation and to el iminate "sesual 

difTerence" from politics, ir still had to make cfaims by'for '-worncn." This created a 

parado'ücd imperative simultaneously to accept and refuse "sexual difference." In Scott's 

efforts to define a new approach to the study of feminist history. she caILs for something 

o i k r  than a chronicte of: 

... feminists' heroic struggies, undeserved betrayals, and strategiç mistakes ... 
something other than an internai history of the womcn's rnovement treated as 
tangential to the "larger" political scrne, but also somrthing other- thari aii 
sxplanation that depnds either on social or economic factors tiiai precede or are 
estemal to politics, or on the rasons given for thcir actions by politicians 
themselves. Instead, the answer requires reading the repetitions and conflicts of 
ferninism as symptoms of contradictions in the political discourses that produced 
ferninism and that it appeaied to and challenged at the same tirne.' 

When politicians offercd theories (scientific, religious and philosopiiical) to explain Lht: 

I imi ts pl aced on women's "individual rights," ferninisiri ernrrged to underliiir the 

inconsistenciss. Paradoxically, feminists often refused "to be the women their societies 

- . .  
'~oan Wallach Scott. Onlv P d o r e s  ;O OfTer- French benunists and the Ki~h ts  of Man 

(Cambdgc - Hanord University Press. 1 996). ii. 



dictate&- while s w i n g  out in the name of "women." 

Ferninists, Scott argues, were (are) subversively positioned ul and UA contradiction. 

However, she ad&, their clairns to ciifference andior quality w r e  (are) t'onnulated in terrns 

of di fferent epistemolog-ies %ot as evidence of a hanscendent or conti nuous Wornan-s 

consciousness or woman's experience." She rlaborates: 

Although the notion of a repateâ pattern of paradox carries i d h  it an  aura o r  
tirnelesmess, the concepts ferninists used were rooted in their timrs and can Gnall- 
be understood only in their specificity. History accounts not only for the vanety of 
positions one fin& in feminist writing, but aiso for the different ways in whch the 
social and individual identity of "woman" was con~eived.~ 

The common explrience of k ing  excluded fiom the public spherr shouid not be mistaken 

for a shared vision. 

Circk-Côté straddled and conflated gender, class and sthnic divisions in assuming 

a nsw identity in Le Mode 01n:rie.r. Circé-Coté was not a '>pical"' woman for her times - 

throughout the krst half of the twentieth crntuy her v i r w  wrre held by an 

unexp1ored:understudid minority of Monirealers. And yet, whik she t a s  nrither typical nor 

unique, an investigation of her ideas and actions provides treinendous insight into the 

processes that produce politics and "malie" agencÿ in a liberal society- A particular 

challenge of îhis thesis is ta determine which pot itical discourses might have had a hand in 

both producing and bring challenged by Circti-Côtk's feminism. 

In order to avoid decontrxtualized judgements about Circi-Côté's ideology, it is 

crucial we corne to gips with the contest within which she was living. What were the 

political discounes which surrounded Circé-CÔté in turn-of-the-centu~ Monmeal? This 

4 Scott, Qnlv Paradoxes to Oftèr, 1 3. 



tirné psr iod  lias long been cliaracterized by historians as the era of Quebec's "grande 

noirceur.-" Quebec nationalist historiopphy has long emphasized the coliective and 

"distinct" ideology , meniality and culture of French Canadians. An inhtrent aspect of this 

approach has been an insistence that "French Canada" could be understood hisron'cally as 

a comrnunity without distinct classes or groups. 

Parmi les knts influents de l'époque, se détache celui de Maurice Tremblay qui 
étudie la --pensée sociale" (au singulier) du Canada français. pen* dont 1 'Église 
catholique, après 1760, définit les coordonées: une "chrétienté essentiellement 
paysanne7', solidaire et isolée. ~ ' É ~ l i s e  transforme en 'Vocation'' et en moyen idéal 
de survivance le repliement forcé des Canadiens fiançais sur la terre: ce credo 
nationdiste et d i s t e  est repris par les élites et tout ce qui le menace 
ou le contredit est rejeté, dévalorisé, condamni. Ainsi en ira-t-il, entre autres, des 
carriers d'affaires et du développenierit kcorio triique en génCra1, qu 'or1 laissera aux 
Canadiens anglais. L'idéologie, la culture et les mentalitks interviennent alors pour 
expliquer ce phénomène.. . le caractere français, plus individualiste et ideal iste, la 
philosophie catholique de la vie, moins propice au capitalisme que le protestantisme, 
et enfin les Fnisbations collectives d'un peuple conq~is.~ 

However, at the tqm of the centuxy, as Femande Roy points out  in her study of liberalism 

in Montreai- the "conservaiive" and "clerico-nationalist'' ideoloh~ (long thought to be the 

only idsology prsvalent in Quebec right up untiI afirr the Second World War) tuas not an all- 

mi ghty c ultural-j uggernaut that suçcessfullg levelled zverything in i ts path. New material 

gathered by historians on the subject of Montreal's politics, business, unions and 

'As Femande Roy b s  o b s e d :  .*Pour ceux qui atteignaient l'âge adulte a l'époque de la 
Révolution tranquille. le Québec de la "grande noirceur était a la fois fascinant et incomprehensibie. Les 
lieux communs sur le traditionalisme. le ruralisme et le clérico-nationalisme des Canadiens fknçaïs 
paraissaient a ce point incompatibles avec la sociCté moderne. urbaine et laique dans laquelle on vivait dots 
que. sans supposer que I'histoire doive se dérouler de façon continue. sans hwns et sans coupures, l'écart 
trop grand entre le présent et la description d'un passé sonne toute pas si lointain semblait inexplicable." 
Procrès. harmonie. liberté: Le iiberalrsme des mil . .  - . . 

ieux d ' a i r e s  hn-hones a Montréal au tournant du 
siecle (Montréal: Boréal, 1988), 7. 

' R O ~ ,  -&S. harmonie- libertt 12. 





iMost were vehemently devoted to the idea that the state should involve itself in 
economic lire so as to give French Canadians a chance in the stmgglr for life and 
thus reach pari@ \4ith the anglophone majority in an industrial world. Thq wwre 
adverse to the concepts of monopoly, be it a monopoly of ideas. of educational 
control. or of the distribution of electrici- and they fought any hegemony that in 
any way imperiled the perceiveci liberties of individuals. They gave new. brvader 
meaning to the concept of democracy. That mraning now had to go beyond inere 
political freedoms and extend to social and economic realities. This idrological 
impulse distinyished them hom their paity confrrres cvho remainrd wrddrd to a 
classic liberalkm that favoured unbtidled, lazssez$a~rc Iiberaiism.') 

Li beral progressives, Dutil elabrates, were distinct from their nineter nt h-centu y rorcgc. 

predrcesson in three ways: they were sensitive to the alienation of ihr masses. they were 

committed to social reform, and they rejected the clencal-conservative nationalism or their 

day. Such rouges were a prominent part of our subject's milieu. 

Throughout the nineteenth csntwy, the Catholic church dominated social services 

in Montreal - gjmteeing relikious hegemony in the social and educational sphere. 

Howrver, by the tum-of-thesentury, lay wornen, such as Circé-Côte. had begun to voice 

thrir discontent with their imposed gender roles. Feminists began to give speeches to 

audiences of lay and religious women demandine that women's social and political status 

be irnprowd. Donning "professional cl&," Montreal's earliest feminists championed the 

cause of women's emancipation - weicoming an' changes believed to irnprovr the 

condition of women. Marta Danylewycz explores this negotiation in her fascinating study 

of the rrlationship betwrrn nuns and feminists in Montreal: 

The overcrowding unsanitary conditions, disease, unemployment and poverty that 

') Patrice Dutil. m l ' s  
. . 

Godfiov and the m b c s  of Liberal Pro~ressiwsm iq 
Laurier's Ou& (iMontrd and Toronto: Robert Davies Publishiny, 1993). 334. 



accompanied the transformation of Montreal from a commercial centre t o  a 
sprawling, industrial metroplis in the 1 s t  decadrs of the nineteenth cent* 
threatened to tear apart the fiagile social fabric. The prospect of urban deca?; and 
growing incidents of labour unrest alexted the middle and upper classes to social 
reform, forcing hem to a h i t e  more extensive and effective methods of alleviating 
social distress. As changing material conditions Ied to new foms of public 
assistance, they opened avenues of action for women who felt constricted by thrir 
assigned sphere. '" 

Montreal's first feminists se& the power vacuum created by this h a n  industrial unrest 

io voice cornplaints about their prescrkd roles. Popularizing the plight of working-class 

women, the- called for protective legislation and improved working conditions- 

Sirnultaneously, they demanded geater political ri@& for themselves - in the name of 

hrl pins the poor and exploited Social change, they argue4 wvas possible only if wornen had 

the le@ and political meam to reform Society. As Danylewycz points out, the politicization 

of Montreal's privileged few ferninisis provokd a recvaluation of the nun-lay rclationship. 

When feminists began to argue that d l  women were naturally predisposed to charitable 

work, this chailenged the prirnacy of sistehoods in their charitable ministering to the poor. " 

Early ferninists in Montreaf, Danylewycz reports, monitored the strides that l\Jomen were 

making in the United States, Europe and neighbowinp provinces, which they then cornparctd 

10 Mana Danylewycz "Changing Relationships: Nuns and Feminists in ,Montreal. 1890- 1925" 
Hisrvire sociafe - Swia/ Hisron* 14. no28 CNovember 1 98 1 ), 4 1 7. 

" ~ a n ~ l e y c z  explains: "This notion of a united women's tkont had signifiant implications. Sot 

only did it strenythen the lay woman's self-esteem and confidence in her ability as a socid suardian, it aIso 
gave her a sense of identity, a history, and a feling of belonging to a long tradition o f  activism.. .definhg 
women's work dong "vocational lines" deprived French-Canadian u-omn of a colIrnive past and dulled 
their perception of their strengîhs and potentialisties. Treatiny lay and reliyous women as separate entities. 
speaking of  nuns and oftheir accomplishments in exclusively reliyious ternis, neyated the feminist impulse, 
that distinct concern for. and identification uith, the destimte and the needy, that united women and led them 

to work for the bettement of hurnanity.- Danylewycz. "Changing Relationships.- 8. 



to the lack of progress in Qurbec. Assuming that most of their contemporaries associated 

education wi th progress, they argued that sexual discrimination in education would hurt 

French Canada's prestige internationally. 

Behveen 1909 and 1925, feminist study circles in Montreal stimulated research and 

discussion about poverty, the working4iss and trade unionisrn. Dany lewycz out1 ines t heir 

To combat the ills of capitalism and to help those most affected by them, the study 
circles outlined a threefold approach: promotion of popular education in the form of 
literacy courses, home visits and preaching of Catholic social doctrine fiom the 
pulpit and the press: the organization of working women into trade unions and 
professional organizations and the creation of mutual aid societies; and, in the last 
resort, state intervention to curb "les vices de notre organisation kconomiqur". In 
olhcr words, the study circies proposai a combination of social reform, moral 
regeneration and self-help. " 

These study circles, through their involvement in popular education, women's associations, 

and unions. helped constitute the ideology of feminist Catholic social doctrine. A 

recognition that charity alone would not soive the manifold problems of Montreal's poor 

\vas met with the adoption of a scientific approach to social problems. This would eventually 

Iead to an alteration in the nature of sociai service in Quebec, transforrning it from voluntaq 

to professional work. 

The time has corne to rnove beyond the trend in North Arnerican historiogaphy of 

simpiy listing "pioneer women jouniaiists" and pointiny to their significant links within a 

nascent feminist movement " As William J. B u o n  and Catherine McKercher have argued: 

13 - . .  - Line Gosselin points this out in her recent study, 1880- 193Q. 
t Collection RCHTQ Études et Documents Numéro 7. 1995). 5 + 9: "...les historiens de la presse n'ont pas 



Such general histones or surveys are of some value, particularly in identifking and 
cataioying an impressive range of publications that appeared. many of them vrry 
briefly, in this countzy. They are du, useful in identiQing some of the key figures 
in the history of Canadian journalism. But these books tell us little about the 
political, social and cultural contexts in wbich the publications were smbedded. And 
the- tell us even less of the impact they might have had on the people who rsad 
them. '" 

As Line GosseIin argues in her recent survey of Québécois journalists ( 1880- 1930). a great 

deal of work needs to be done to explain what opening the doors of this "liberal" profession 

of jounialism to women meant to the history of women and to define the particularities of 

Montreal3 feminist movement." There were few women journalists at the tum of the 

centus., and even f e w r  who were perrnitted to write outside the confines of the "ferninine 

dcvefoppé davantage 1-'histoire des jounialistes féminines et se sont bien souvent intéressés aux seules têtes 
d'affiche ....A4 ais l'essentiel de la production reiative au.  femmes journalistes demeure forme par les études 
biographique. Celles-ci visent principalement a faire I'histoire des "têtes d'affiche' du journalisme féminin. 
Parmi les plus connues. la journaliste québécoise Robenine Barry (ou Françoise) a suscite I'intCrêt de 
plusieurs chercheurs. Présentée plus d'une fois comme I'instioa~cc du journalisme féminin qucbécois. 
Françoise fait figure de référence pour les his ton 'e~e~ et historiens du journalisme et son nom se trouve en 
tête de file des journalistes québecoises étudikes.. . D'autres journalistes québécoises, dont Anne-Marie 
Gleason. Joséphine Dandurand et Marie-Georgina Bélanger, ont aussi fait l'objet d'anicles et de 
monographies. L'apport des biographies est incontestable. d'abord comme sources premières, ensuite 
comme études minutieuses de la vie et de l'œuvre d'individus. Dans le cas des journalistes. ces biog-aphies 
permettent de mieux connaitre quelques femmes. qui sont souvent aussi des leaders du mouvement 
ferniriste." 

I J  tViIliam l. Bwcton and Catherine McKercher. "Newspapers. ,Magazines and lournaiism in Canada: 
Towrds a Critical Historiography," rlcdietais. 28 no  1 (Autümn 1998). 1 M 

15~ine Cosselin reports: ..Tout en tbrmulant des idées intéressantes. les travaux des historiennes 
québécoises ont peu approfondi la connaissance des femmes journalistes. Ce n'était pas. du reste, ieur 
propos. Ils ont cependant inauguré l'étude des femmes journalistes et présenté ce métier a la fois comme un 
lieu privilégie où des femmes peuvent faire entendre leurs voix et s'exprimer. et comme une voie d'accés au 
marche du travail pour les Québécoises du tournant du XXe siticle." Gosselin, _Les J~urnaiistes auebeco . .  . 

:%s, 
8.  



was not confined to a feminine section of the newspaper (The Woman's Forum). Hidden 

as she was behind a male pseudonym, her weeldy editorials, for over twsntyyzars. sat 

squarely in the topcentre of the French side. " 

Accompanying a rapid p w t h  and expansion of unionization in Montreal during the 

First World War, Le i t k d e  Ouvrier Lubw W d d  was founded in 19 16 to help address the 

need for an independen& labour-sponsored public voice." In its tint issue- the Board of 

Directors of the newspaper set its mandate: 

Lc A4urulc' Ouvrier n'est pas un or-me révohtiomaire. mais il est et restera partisan 
d'une évolution constante en rapport avec la marche du progrès social et 
ciconornique. Il prêchera les idées nouvelles, cherchant à relever Ir: niveau moral de 
la masse par I'ducation et non par la coercition, qui n'a jamais engendrS que 
I'hypocrisie et la dissimulation. '' 

Its statu as a bilingual labour newspaper was an effort to breach the "racial" divide between 

the  "races" principally composing Montreal's working class. As Andrk LeBlanc has 

! O  Gosselin's staristics reflect these realities: 'Au Québec. dix fcmmes fom panie du groupe des 182 
journalistes dénombrés en 189 1. formant ainsi F,S9& des effectifs. En 19 1 1, 325 hommes et 1 S femmes se 
trouvent dans la catégorie -journalistes. éditeurs et rapponwrs". La représentation féminine se maintient 
dors à un taux peu élevé de 2.296. qui atteint presque i09& en 192 1. Le recensement de 193 1 montre 
toutefois une baisse de la représentation fëminine. Soixante-trois femmes font partie du yroup des 788 

. .  . 
journalistes, formant ainsi 8% de l'ensemble- Gosselin, Les J o u r n a l i ~ e k o i ~ .  29 

17 Her articles were not transIated for the English side. Most contributions were prepared and 
presented according to the linyuistic competencies of the writers. nie paper also published articles by Agnes 
Macphail, Lucy Woodswonh, and Roe Henderson periodicalS. 

1s Ce Monde OuvrierL&or WorlQ operated as the authoritative, though independent. or-oan of the 
Montreal Trades and Labour Council until 194 1 when it became the officiai journal of the Quebec Provinciai 
Federation of Labor. %%en Gustave Francq retired in the 1940s. he gave the Monde Ouvriev'Labpr 
World to the Quebec Prowncial Federation of Labor and to this day continues to be t h e  official means of 
communication for the organized woriïers of Quebec and the Canadian Labour Congres 



outlined in his thesis on Le Ahnclc. Ouvrier. 

. . . with each dition the worker t a s  presented not with an eclrctic and jaundiced 
picture of his place within Society, but rather with a wide-ranging okerall report that 
highlighted the importance and dignity of the worker no rnatter what his station or 
occupation [Le Monde Owrie.rl considered worker organization as the sine qua non 
to industrial peace and social progress. Consequently the journal did not miss an 
opponunity to d m  into its public the message "in the union thrre is strrngth."" 

Sternrning from a belief in evolutionaq change. LeBlanc reports, Le Mundc' Ouvrier showvrd 

a deep concem for ail areas of social refonn. in addition educational reform was a particular 

field of editorial interest, w-hich testifies to labour's interest in a controversial stance on the 

issue of rducationai reform in Quebec. The pper  was chiefly interestrd in compulsoy 

SC ho01 attendance, but starting in 1 92 1 Le A4onJc' Ouvrier S masthead carried the slogan 

"inmuire et arnél iorer. "" Gustave Francq, the chief editor and owner of Le A fonde Ouc'r~cr. 

while opposed to revolution, believed that unrefonned capitalism led to social ~ n r e s t . ~  

Francq supported fke and compulsory education as a particuiarly important aspect of social 

" ~ n d r 6  E. LeBlanc. -The Labor Movement Seen Througgh the Pags of Montreal's Le Monde 
Ou~TlerTThe Labor World ( 1 9 1 6- 1926)," Master's Thesis. University o f  Montreal. 1 97 1. 30 

" ~ e ~ l a n c  explains. -...the paper also presented its formulae for -puarateeing the presemation and 
g o w h  of French Canadian culture. For one thing it felt that a thorough reform of the elementary school 
sysrem was necessary in Quebec As it existed it placed the French Canadian youth at a disadvantage 
bis  their English Canadian wunterpan. In later life this probided the cornpetitive edge that oflen placed the 
French Canadian worker in second rank." LeBlanc. "The Labor h1ovemenc.- 7 1 

** 
-As Geoftiey Ewen points out: "Athough he opposed revolution. Francq believed rhat substantial 

reform was necessary. The major agent in the actuevement of this aim was to be the -force constructive. ... le 
=and mouvement "trade unionin" internatio mi...' The mission o f  the labor movement was to do away with - 
the absolute mle of capital and thus alleviate the nccessity of a bolshevik style revolution; it would achieve 
these goals by inducing capital t o  provide security and comfort for workers and in this way bring in a better 
social order . By irnproking the condition of the u-orking ctass the ln terna t io~l  unions became a stabilizing 
force in society because they reduced the severity of the class s t r u d e .  Once the workers were "satisfaits et 
heureus" they would becorne supporters of the existiny social order. " "The ldeas of Gustave Francq on 
Trade L'nionisrn and Social Reform as Expressed in $e Monde Ouvrier/ The Labor World, 1 9 1 6- 192 1 ." 

%laster's Thesis, University of Ottawa, 198 1. I 2 and 59. 



reform; and argueci that opponenis of education ~vanted to restrain liberty and prevent 

progress. 

Porhaps it is important to emphasize that the gowth of industrialization in Canada 

had brou@ about the development of a vibrant urbm bourgeoisie." A constituent portion 

of h s  class w a s  composed of an urban, middldupper sub-class of professionals and charity 

workers who began to initiate ptulanthropic projects to "reform" certain "conupted aspects 

of society. Working frorn a wide range of "professional" perspectives, these social 

refomers began to reinvigorate and redefine bourgeois culture and politics. For esampIe, 

Circé-Côté, besides her work as a journaIist, became a librarian. As Juliette Chabot's study 

of Montreal's libraries c o n f i s ,  it was arguai by some of the proponents of Montreal 's first 

public library that it could serve as one of the principal institutions through which the 

education levei of a workingclass population could be "enhanced.'"' Circé-Côté herself 

[vas concerned with many of the themes identified in Mariana Valverde-s study of moral 

reform in turn-of-the-century English Canada The @ of Light  Soav. and Water. Just as 

AngleSaxon reformers in North America importeci ancf adapted ideas and practices of class 

formation frorn Britain and the United States, so too did the FrenchCanadian political and 

social refon groups of Montreal." Efiiorts to "regenerate" society surfacrd in Montreal's 

3~his  -bourgeoisie" encomp;iuec the middie as weU a portion of the upper ciass whom 1 have been 
refemng to as "elites." Mariana Valverde's study The *of Lkht Soag and Water- Moral Rcform in 
Enelish Canada- 1885-1 925 (Toronto: McClelland and Stewan, 199 1 ) sheds much needed Iight on the 
movernenis iowards rnoraVsocid reform in Canada. 

"~uliette Chabot, Mont * -  . réal et le r a v o d  I  montréal al: Fides. 1 %3 ), 
189. 

' 5  
"As Valverde points out in her study (p. 16). -It is very dificult if not impossible to make any 

general statements about the specificity of Canadian social reform movements; ail that can be said is that the 
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iiberal'reformist circles and constituted the central themes of man' of Circi-Côté3 

editorials in Le Monde Ouvrier. " What did Montreal's bourgeois French-speakinp feminist 

rnovement have to offer efforts to creaie a working<lass culture? The answer to this 

question illuminates not oniy the history of Montreai's working-class and feminist 

movements. but adds a new dimension to our understanding of the complexity of ideoiogical 

and political contest during this p e n d  

Marie Axzélie Eva Circé ivas born in Montreal in 187 1 and baptizsd in Notre-Dame 

cathedral. Her parents were Narcisse Circé (a French merchant) and Edda Ecarie 

(FrenchCanadian born)." Circé-Côté studied at the convent school of the Soeurs de Saint- 

well-educated urban English Canadians who led these movements were definitely leaming from English and, 
increasingy, Amencan sources. Then as now, however. there was a constant tension between the temptation 
to copy or impon and the equalfy strong temptation to claim thar Canada u a ~  different - less compt.  
healthier - and chat socid rernedies ought not to be imponed for non-existent social ills." In Montreal. as 
ekidenced in Eva's editorials for & Monde Ouvrier, tenets of social reformist thought filtered through and 
were transfonned to sewe a variety of Eva's sjm5ficalIy feminist and nationalist purposes 

26 The social refomist tendencies of Circé-Cote's wntings miIl be examineci in greater detail in the 
following chapters. Despite what have been assumed to be Circé-CÔté's "anti-cierical" s t r u d e s  with the 
Catholic clergy over the library (and her controversial opinions concerning the rightdroles of women), she 
too would voice concerns about the moral and racial degeneration of Montreal's specifically urban, French- 
Canadian, working-class community. 

"11 wodd seem that Cirçé-C6tës materna1 gand-mother was also a witer  and an min. As a 

review of Circi-Côte's first book took the time to explain- "Sa grand-mère maternelle, Madame Dacarries, 
(sic), était écrivain, peintre et mème scultpteur ... Celle-là travaillait dans l'ombre. pour son plaisir et celui des 
siens avec cette timidité qui empêchait nos méres de mettre certains de leurs talents en tumiére. Qui sait si les 
mœurs du temps l'avait permis, toutes les jolies choses qu'auraient entassées dans les bibliothéques. les 
m u e  et Ics gabrics, Ics fcmmcs dcs autrcs ginérations; et cela na is  aurait fait un trésor ou puiser " "Nos 
Canadiennes franCaises," m. (~hdontréai. 16 mai 1903). 2.2. 



Anne in Lachine (Pensionnur de Luchine) until 1888. where she distinguished hrrself  for 

both literaq and artistic talent." She was awarded a bronze Governor-Generai's award for 

literature? 

With the encouragement o f  Louvigny De Montipy. the editor of Les  DCbuts. shr 

threw henelf into joumalism in 1901. In 1902, she CO-founded a literary journal callrd 

1 'Élhel lr  with Charles Gill and Arsène E3essette. During this time she contributed p r n s  

and editonals to several other newspapers, including Lr Pionnier. Le ~r;Vut~o~iulis/e. L 'A iwt;r, 

Le :\40lrde i/Iustrt! and L :.ivenir du Nord For some issues she wrote almost al1 of the articles 

- publishing each one under a different pseudonym." In mon of her eariy witing (pre-19 16) 

she appears to have wd the pen-name Culumbin~.; however. she did surface sporadically 

as J e m  :\%y, P d  B2durd, Funtukk, Arthur ddulzru and :t.luserr<i. For the duration of her 

tirne spent worl;uig for Le ~Cfo~tdr Ouvrier (1916-1943) she assurned a distinctive pen name: 

2s Madeieine Gleason-Huguenin port& de (Canada:  diti ions La Patrie. i 938). 75 

'a8 
'- Raphael Ouimet. U ~ h i e s  -. (Montreal: Publiées par Raphael Ouimet. 

Journaliste-Publiciste. 192 1-25). 33 1.  

30 ~ ' É t i n c e l l ~  was a Montreai liberal weekly which was founded in 1 902 and folded in 1 909. Hector 
Garneau was one of its collaborators. In it. Circé-Côte wrote under the pseudonym "Musette '- André 
Beaulieu and Jean Hamelin describe the newspaper's mandate as follows: -Elle n'entend pas éMter la 
polémique. mais la contenir dans des limites de  la dignité et de  respectabilité 'La seule ambition de 
I'Etincelle est d'allumer le feu sacré de 1'An dans notre jeune pays, afin de lui assurer l'immortalité ' Les 
déclarations pompeuses des pages liminaires ne rendent pas justice a la mue qui produira d'intéressantes 

. .  . chroniques sur la cinématographie et les activités des théatres montréaiais ..." &a messe auebecoise d g  
griaines a nos iours ( 1  896- 19 101 Tome quatre (Quibec- Les Presses de t'université Laval, 1979). 1 58 

3 1 See Andrke Lévesque. -2va Circe-CÔté: Fondmice de la Bibliotheque municipale d e  Montr&d," 
in Çes femmes au- 

- .  
I (Montréal: Les éditions remue-ménage. 1989). 149. Refer to 

Appendix A for a complete listins of al1 the newspapers in which Circé-Cote was published. 
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./zilren ICarnt-ltf;chel.3' 

In 1902, she becarne a founding member of Les dumes putronrztissrx clr !u Suirrf- 

~eon-&lpri.rre.~ =ng this time she also wmte an article for M o n m i - s  Philanthropie Club 

called "Étude sur les causes de l'infériorité de la femme'' in which she described the 

socialization and educaùon of younp She helped found Lrr Société des uureurs 

cunudlem and was appointed its fim vice-president for the French section. " S he also look 

a well publicized road trip to Lac-Saint-Jean in the Company of two othrr well-known 

femaie journalists, which was the subject of a presentatxon." 

Circé-Côté published a collection of her early journalistic work in I 903, cal ling the 

* .  
compilation Bleu. Blanc. P-. causeria." This book contains sixty- 

32 . . Bernard Vinet. Psaidorimes au- [€dition basée sur l'oeuvre d e  Audet et Malchelosse 
intitulée: Pseudonymes Canadiens] (Québec:  diti ions Garneau. 1970). 

33~olombine  (psecrd.) Bleu Blanc. R o w :  Poesis. oavsanes, causeries ( M o n t r d :  Deom Freres. 
Editeurs. f 903 J. 338. 

I Lévesque. -Cu&-Cote: Fondamce .-- 149. 

3 5 Raphaël Ouimet. Bioura~hies canadiennes-tiancais (Montréal: Garden City Press. 1925). 5 IO 

36 Georges BellerÏve, Breves amIonies de nos auteurs feminins (Qukbtx: Librarie Garneau, 1920), 

77-9. 

" ~ u c i e  Roben describes the fontext in which this publication emersed: -De 1925 E 1928. Jovette 
Bernier. Aiice Lemieux. Ëva Senécal et Sirnone Routier pubiient chacune leur premier recueil d e  -mes. 
Jusque-l& au Québec, les femmes n'avaient écrit que peu de poésie et encore cette poésie n'etait-elle 
constituée que de bluettes. d e  vers champètres et d e  poésie du terroir.. . .Sous le pseudonyme de 
"Colombine". €\a Circé-Coté a publié en 1903 ie premier recueil de poésie écrit par une femme au Québec, 
HIL'u. Blanc. /&mge. "D' Angéline de Montbrun a La Chair dëcevante: la naissance d'une parole féminine 

. - autonome dans la littérature québécoise," in Lon Saint-Martin, ed., L'autre lecture- La c m a u e  au féminin et 
. - 

les textes guebecob Tome I (Montréal: .YYZ éditeur. 1992). 46. 



four disincl teka  in a bariet4; of genres, including anecdotes, stories, poems, and editorials. '' 

Much of her early km-ting taJies the shape of h a n  and rural tales. In addition, she writes 

descriptively of Montreal, offering diverse reflections on the human condition. In her earl- 

work she seerns to be searching for manifestations of what might legitimately constitute an 

essen t ial French-Canadian identity As the title suggests, the coilection is arranged so that 

it highlights her editorials on the subject of French-Canadian nationalism. Circk-Cote 

presents various inquiries to her readers about the nature of their identity as French 

Canadians. While she does not present an ideological piatform as such, she does im pl y that 

her aliegiance ms first and foremost to the French flag. "O tricolore," she exclaimed in her 

opening ditonal, 'Dans les plis rayonnants flotte tout un passé de gioire, les fières traditions 

de la mère-patrie, dont le hoc signo vrnces s'écrit ainsi: Liberté, égalité, fraternité."" 

Patriotism, she controversialIy asserted, has no religion. 

A photo of Circé-Coté is included as an insert o f B l e B l a n f _ . .  As if to signal 

her participation in the new order of modernity and urban sophistication, Circé-Côté sports 

a brightiy hued cloverleaf ~iress.~' 

  or a cornplae listing of the neiwspapers in uhich the textr ultimately printed in Bleu. Blanc. 
initially ap~eared see Kenneth Landry's synopsis. "Bleu. Bianc. Rouge. chroniques et poèmes de 

Colombine.'' in Maurice Lemire, ed., Dictionnaire des oew~es litt&aires du Ouebec. Tome 11. 1900- 1939 
(Montréal: Fides. 1975). 149. 

39 Eva Circé-CÔté. Bleu. Blanc. R o u s  1 2 

-10 These were the waning years of the Victorian mord order; by the turn o f  the century the bustle 
{vas gone from wornen's dresses and it was up to the corset aione to emphasize the fragiiity of woman. The 

corset pushed CircéKôté's up and out while flattenino hm thorax What seems at a siance as an 

unidentifiable lump, protrudes fiom the crown of Circé-CÔté's thick curly hair. The \'Ïctorian woman's hair 
=as her cro-nino glory; cudy hair was said to  indicate a sweeter temperament, while straight-haired @ris 
were considered diffident or awkward. Falsc hair was used copiously (dong with back-cornbiny) as a means 







Providing a "silhouette" of the young "Mlle Circé.- De .Montigny unmasks Circk-Côik as 

the woman behind the pseudonym Colombine: 

Une immense bonté d'impression, une extraordinaire distinction d'expression. une 
profonde horreur du lieu-commun et du banal, un verbe mathématiquement parisien, 
un jugement pas du  tout féminin, une émotion peut-être exagérée. une philosophie 
consolante, une franchise audacieuse, enfin une étonnante irudition: c-est 
Colombine.& 

Circé-Côté, in this no-holds-barred eulogy, was deemed a credit to the world of French- 

Canadian journalism. Her various pseudonyms, argued De Montigny. could no1 possi bly 

serve to hide Circé-CÔté7s distinctive style of wnting. Equal or superior to any of De 

Montipy's male journalist compatriots, Mlle Circé as chronrquc.usc. could be both 

poli tic ai!^ strident and rnorally intransigent. Most importantly, she had demonstrated 

"appropriate" reverence for the French language and despite the inhrreni limitations of her 

ses, she had eamed her colours as a legitimate FrencKanadian patn'ot. As if to add a visual 

(along with the literal) unveiling, almost eveq one of the earearly reviews is accompanied by 

a photo of Eva in a variety of mumphant poses." 

In April 1903 a review in Lu Pufrk provided another definitional moment in the 

promising career of CircéCÔté. Authored by A4uJekine. this eulogy to C'uh,rbrnr applauds 

the patnotic candour of her contributions to the "French Canadian literan cause."" 

46 Louvigny De Montigny. "Silhouette; tMlle Eva Circé," Ce Monde Illustré (7 septembre. 190 1 ), 
289. 

4 7 Two years later. threc srnail French-Canadian newspapers followed suit - flatterino and 
anointing Mlle Circé as a worthy C a t d i e m e / r a a .  and Femnte Lk Ier/res. See Appendis B for an 
esample of the photos which accompanied these eariy rebiews. 

4 8 Madeleine, -Chronique," b Pa*. (20 avril 1903)- 4. This is the pseudonym of Anne-Marie 
Gleason. She later marri4 and became Madame Wilfred-A. Huguenin. Madeleine, like Circé-Côté, also 
wroie for Ie and for nineteen years authored rnuch of what was found in the ferninine pages 



Madeleine used the occasion to ally herself with Circé-Côtk's poli t icd views. clairning to 

be psionately in favour of Circé-Côté's efforts to demonstrate French Canada's spiritual 

pro.uimit)l with the French ûicolor (which is featured prominently on the front cover of Bleu. 

m.)4Q Madeleine agreed 1~1th CircéCÔté that the French flag should remain "à 

jamais le drapeau j ana di en.'"^ And so, CircéCÔté's patriotism, her skill as a particularly 

Côté's j o d i s m  at this early stage in her cimer was vauntzd for its patriotic contribution 

to a Francdanadian culture and language. Simultaneously, Madeleine referred to Circé- 

Côté as a "consoeur" who deserved to be praised for a specificalIy fernale brand of 

humanism: 

Elle possède le don de faire naître dans l'Âme de ceux qui la lisent des impressions 
très douces ... Elle ne veut pas des lames des mères et des petits, eiIe ne veut pas que 
le  pauwe ait faim, que l'infirme soit sans gite; elle ne veut pas que la corde fatale 

..i 1 
dénoue des existences criminelles ... Tout ce qui est une s o f i n c e  la révolte ... 

 vadel lei ne's comrnents suggest that it would be wong to try to separate Circé-Côté's sense 

of French patriotism from her moral and humanist writing. What becornes evident in the 

f1.a R+awne desfemmesj ofJa ?a. She also founded a newspaper and published a number of  books. 
S e  Georges Bellerive, Brèves de nos auteurs fimininq (Québec. Librane Garneau, I92O), 75-6 
For more concerning Madeleine, see Juliene Plante's memoire "Madeieine. journaliste," mémoire de 
maitrise, Ottawa., Université d'Ottawa, 1962; Aurélien Boiiin and Kenneth Landry, "Française et Madeleine, 
pionnières du journalisme feminin au Qu*" Voix et imales. 

* .  . 4.2 (décembre 1978). and R+nald Hamel's 
( 1867- 195 I ), (Montréal: L'Aurore. 1976). 

-i 9 
lt was not untit 1948 that the Quebec fag that we hiow today (bleu celeste, a cross b e w n  four 

fleurs-de-lis argent) came into k i n g  following a provincial order in councii. Conrad S w m .  Canada: Svmbol~ 
pf Sovereinnty (Toronto and Buffalo: University of Toronto Press. 1977). 1 16 

'O~owever. Madeleine believed that a maple leaf should k superimposed on the tricolore. whereas 
Circé-Côté argued in $lue. Blanc. Rous that the tricolor should remain unadulterated by new sqmbols. 

"~adeleine. -Chmnique," Pa*. (20 avril. 1903). 4. 



majority of ihese reviews is the sense that Circé-Côté's work ~ a s  k i n g  commended for its 

imagination and sound judgment, but more imponant, for its moral l essons. " Moreover, the 

"tendemess" exuded by the work and its efforts to advuçate generalized notions of human 

justice were what made Circé-Côté's work seem especially \vonhY. " 

In addition to her work as a joumalist, Circé-Côté helped found La Bibliothéque 

municipale de Montréai, oçcupying the position of assistant librarïan uniil 1932. In 1905 site 

manid  Doctor Pierre-Salomon Côté - who was born in 1876 at Ste-Luce de Rimouski. Dr. 

Coté went to school at St-Joseph College in Memramcwk N.B., and was awarded a 

diploma in medicine in 1902 from Université  aval." Dr. Coté was well-known for his 

Freemason sympathies. " Because of his failing health, he abandoned his medical profession 

and begm work at the editonal oflices of  Le Cunculu in 1909, but died in DeCernber of the 

" ~ n  anonynoui revieu. echoed this sentiment in L;BLbum universel: -Une femme de lettres: 
Colombine. auteur de 'Bleu, Blanc. Rouge. "' J-'.LUbum universel. (Montréal, 2 mai 190;). 5 Sirnilarly, 
Circé-Côte woutd be later commended for having a "saine moralen in a rewew found in Le Soleil: Marcelle 
"Bleu-Blanc-Rouge,- Le Sol& (Québec: 2 mai 1930). 7. 

53 Perhaps the most interesting miew - but excepnonai because it e n w e s  with Colombine's 
writing rather than simply applying a tnendly namp of approval - is authored by Louis Tytyat. -4s part of a 
series entitled "Esquisses littéraires canadiennes - Colombine (Mlle Eva Cira!)" Tytgat offers a critical and 
engaging review of W. He describes Circé-Côté's mandate as one which uses the ferninine 
influence "in the name" of contributhg to the intellectual evolution of the French-Canadian race. Tytgat 
examines Circé-Côté's arguments critically. taking exception to her efforts to nromanticize** French Canada's 
connections ro a conternporar): France. JA Soleil. (Québec- 2 i décembre 1903), S Eva's preocaipation uith 
a post-1789 France (and the radical politics she associates with the Revoiution) will be fùrther exploreci in 
the following chapter 

< Z . . 
"Roger Le Moine. du du@ Oriem de F- (Ottawa: Les Presses de 

l'Université d'Ottawa, 199 l), 53-6 1. 



- -. 
-3 

same y e d 6  N'hile they were married they had a chiid together and named her Eve. in the 

Iast months of Dr. Coté's life he \vas in the process of completing a work he entitkd 

1 'Hisroirr bio/ogique des CCunurlir,u.-Frun~uis. When he died (on1 y four years afier th& r 

marriage), Circé-Côté invited notoriety by hoIding a civic funeral and having his body 

~rernated?~ 

Around 1908- 1 910, Circé-Côte was the principal of a seconciary school for girls on 

Saint-Denis Street." It was a nondenominational highxhool - which caused much 

5 b ~ e  Canadp was a liberai orgm in Montreal. Godfroy Langlois (a Freemason) w u  appointed 
d i to r  in 1903. 

"~oli_-c. -Un incident." LePava (Montreal. 15 janvier 19 10). This journalin reports chat despite 
the rnanner in which the hneral was reported in La Vkritg &'.Act- and La Crois. Dr.Coié's hneral 
procession was in faci quite modest and caused no public disturbance He asks. "Pourquoi alors tout ce bruit 
autour de cetre chose si simple, la mon? Pourquoi ce débordement d'injures à l'adresse de cette pauilre 
chair ...q u e  ne traversent plus ni le f5isson de  la joie ni celui de la wufiance. La joie! pauvre docteur. il n'a 
soGté dans cette misérable vie que celle que donne l'intimité d'une brave femme a laquelle il Eût fidele. 
comme l'époux de I'Evangile. Mais voila; il a commis le crÏme que l'on ne pardonne pas. dans cette 
province. de mourir en paix avec sa conscience.- 

'g~aymond Hcbm. Nores Bio-brbfiogr~h~ques mr E w  Circi-Cori. B;bf;orhrhutre et 

chron~queuse MomrÉd: École de Bbliothecaires. 1952). 4. Marta D ~ l m y z  in fhanging Relationships: 
Suns and Ferninists in Montreal, 1 890- 1925," exqdains the reaction the der= had to her efforts to open the 
school. "In .4pd 1908 La Patrie announceci that two Montreal journaiists, Eva Circé Côté and Gaëtme de 
MontreuiI (Marie-Georgina Belanyer's pseudonym). were openiny a &cie for sirls on St. Denis Street. The 
"audacity" of these women did not sit well with the clergy. Sot only did it show that some women had the 
courage to take matters into their own hands. but it also drove a weâge into the clerical monopoly of 
secondary and higher education in the province. It created an alternative to the colleyiate systern of hisher 
education in Quebec and opened the possibility of graduating women into English and Amencan universities. 
Inrending to sabotage the @ie, Mg Bruchési hasrily approved Sister St Anne Marie's long-standing 
proposal. ..Given the circumstances under which approvd was ganted, the right t o  equd ducational 
opportunity and access to professions still had to be won." Hisroire Smiuk - .%K'~Q/ Hi-w~ry XIV (28 
November 198 l), 426. See also Danylewycz's book, Takina the Veil- An Alternative to Marriasz~ 
W o t h e r h o o d ,  in in-- 1840-19tQ. 



concem amongst Catholics in M~ntreal.'~ L'Émonciporion, the Freemason lodge. also 

founded a schooi for girls around 190% 10 and Eva \vas likel y to have been invol~ed.~~ 

From 1903 to 192 1 Circé-Côté wrote four plays. Hi~tJelu~~g è I  Dcilurr~lier was first 

performed in 1903 and recalls a ''piriotic moment" in 1838."' This play helped anchor 

Circé-Côté's place as a pan of the "forward marcha- of French Canada's literary progess. 

In Lu Rrvw cunuJiennet Marie-Louise MiIhau argued that Circé-CÔté's first play put her 

in a --new school of French€anadianadian wrïters," who would, she prophesized, have a tendency 

to gain support h m  a uide cross-section of people. %%at marked HïndcIang cr Delonnier 

' 9 ~ s  t h e  Clio Collective notes: -On 25 April 1908. iu Patrie announceci the opening ofa @S. hiyh 
school with compulsory Grcek and Latin The institution was nondenominational which caused some 
concem amongst Catholics. Mother Saint--Marie urged her superiors to take action. They were not 
enthusiastic, but sent her to  see Monseigneur Bnichési.. ..Members of the ctergy were divided: some 
approved of the project: many more deciared it t o  be outrqeous modemism. Pnests thought it dangerous to 
rnake scholars of women - tm rnight refiise to many and have a farniiy when th- finished their studies The 
Suipicians refiised their written approvd, and the public seemed to think that classical education for _&ls was 

U'omen. A Histol4 ex-travaqant and irrelevant." O u e k  -. trans Roger Gannon and Rosalind Gill (Toronto. 
The Women's Press. 1987). 24617. 

H'~oger Le  Moine, in "Le Grand Orient de France dans le contexte quebecois ( 1896- 1923):. 

describes this foundation of the schooI: "Initiative plus important. la loge. qui n'admet pas que nulle école ne 
dispense aux jeunes filles la formation leur permettant d'être admises a I'université, fonde un lycée d e  jeunes 
filles sur lequel rien ne nous est pamenue a part quelques renseignements révélateurs de problémes 
financiers. En décembre 1909, un concert-bénéfice et une souscription sont oryanisés. Wn appel à la 
générosité des maçons est lancé en 19 10. La même année, on redoute que l'institution ne ferme ses portes. 

Quand a-t-clle été fondée? Combien de temps a-t-elle fonctionne? Quel était son programme? Quels ont été 
ses effectifs? On ne sait. Faute d e  documents. son histoire est plutôt faite d'interrogations. Une seule chose 
est süre, le lycée a existe en 1909 et en 1910." In t'van Lamonde, ed., Combats libéraux au tournant du Xxe 
siècle (Montréal: Fides. 1995). 150-5 1 . 

6 1 Circé-Côte S first play was enthusiastically promoted in an anonymous review for b Patk: 
"L'auteur y fait vibrer à la fois la corde patriotique et sentimentale. sans pourtant négliyer d'amuser ... on y 
voit bniler les idées du temps avec tout le reflet que l'idée d e  l'independance.. .on y revit une page d'histoire, 
la page la plus animée, la plus \-ive et la plus passionnante de l'histoire canadienne." "SOS Theatres." 
Patrie (Montrëal. 19 mai 1903). 22. 

'%tarie- ouis se Mibu. a profersor u Mdnll University, was from France. 
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the four plays was AngIurnunie which appeared in 1971 and won the "Prix de I'Acction 

Française." Anglomanie is a moral comedy about an uncomprornising oung French 

Canadian who is a "martyr to his own moral and political convictions." 

In 1924 CircéCôté published a treatise on the legacy of Louis-Joseph ~ a ~ i n e a u . "  

Enii tled &pin- Son influence sur la &imne, the book is f r a m d  as an "essai 

de psychologie historique." In c-en on such subjects as "Papineau's sou1,'''-Wornen and 

the Revolution," "French-Canadian values" and "the Guibord AfTair,.' Circé-Côté argued 

that Papineau was a hero for French Canadians. While it was not uncornmon for French 

Canada's first women writers to wite historical noveis which rornanticized French Canada's 

"traditions," Circé-Côté's portrayai of Papineau as a heroic liberal and an open-minded 

"frer-thinker" was a direct affront to the types of *~aditions" rmphasized by the Catholic 

Chur~f i . "~  

"rhis play was reviewed in &a Pa&: "La comédie de  rnœurs semble ërre dans le tempérament de 
l'auteur. L'âme canadienne est pleine de spontanéité. La vie intérieure souvent déborde du cadre étroit de 
notre httërature, plutôt mème l'a circonvenue. ..Dans ifriglomanie. le sérieus alterne avec le bouffe. On se fait 
dire de dures vérités entre deux éclats de rire. chacun. h g i a i s  et Canadiens. en attrape a son tour mais s'en 
tire en bon enfant et la moralité perce dans I'humoriste" j 18 mars 1922). 20 

67~ircé-C~té 's  book on Papineau is reviewed in 1956 by Bernard Dutiebe: 'Un chef-d-oeuvre 
inconnu: Le "Papineau'- de Mme Circé-Cote Lu Revue de L 'Urttr.crssre M a / .  1 O. 9 (mai 1956). 79 1-799. 
Dufebvre quotes fiom her text at length in the review, and seems senuinely shocked that a woman uich as 
Circé-Côté would have been capable of such a patriotic project; "Et l'on se demande, apr& avoir lu ce qui 
precéde, comment il se fait qu'on ne soit point encore d'accord sur cet homme (Papineau), quand il aurait 
sufi a ces deus écrivains (L -O.David and M.Groulx), pour s'entendre, de lire le livre de  Mme Cirai-Côté, 
paru treize ans plus tôt!- 

nU See Katherine Ann Robert's Ph.D. Thesis - Le Roman national des femmes du Québec." Queen's 
University. 1999, for a fascinating discussion of how women used concepts of "tradition" and "nation" in 
their mm-of-the-cenrury fiction Circé-Côté's book on Papineau stands boldly against the ovemding trends 
of women's writing in the 1920's. Quebec's fernale literary output for this p e r d  is characterized as follows: 
"une tendance majeure.. .dominera la production romanesque des femmes entre les deus guerres- le roman 
sentimental. Candides. intimistes, écrits souvent a la première personne. ces textes évoquent un milieu 
mondaùl, cdui de la grande bourgeoisie canadienne-fiançaise d'où sont généralement absentes les références 
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Circé-Coté wote for Le hfuncle Ouvrrer Lubor WurId from 19 16- 1943 with a gap 

from 1922 to 1925 iixlusive. This bi l ingd newspaper was pubIished under the auspices o f  

the F2J2rurtun Jrs. Trrntod~ews du Qkbec (FTQ), the official voice for international unions 

in Quebec. Le M U ~ C  Ouvrier was directed by trade unionist and k m a s o n  Gustav Franq. 

Within her columns Cirçé-Coté critiques the municipal administration, promotcs rducation 

o f  girls and boys, observes urban life and the modernization of Montreal. denounces 

economic and social injustice and prornotes the female condition. She counters clerico- 

national ism with socialist sympathies and anti-clencal opinions. " 

Circé-Coté dted on the founh of May in 1949. " Her fimeral seMce was held at Saint 

7. 

John's United Church and she was burïed in a Protestant cernetes. '- Her obituaries make 

no acknowledgment of her work for Lr ?tkmie Ouvrier. She was recognized for her rolr in 

the foundation of Montreal's first public Iibrary, and for king the "épouse de feu" Dr. Côté 

but there is not a tord which unrnasks her as the "JuIien Saint-Michel" o f  Le MonJc 

ôux événements marquant de la période teks la crise économique et la Première Guerre mondiale."(96) 

60 Geoffiey Ewen -'The Ideas of Gustave Francq on  Trade Cinionism and Social Reforrn as 
Espressed in Le Monde Ouwier&&or H'orlQ, 1 9 16- 192 1 " (XI. A. Thesis. University of Ottawa. J 98 1 ) 

'O~~vessue. Tirai-Côte: Fondatri~e..~ 149. 

" ~ a  P- (Montrd:  5 Mi 1949). 

. - -  "~eben, Notes Bio-bibI~onraDhiaUes. 8. 





upon CircéSÔtéys head for a hovering thunderclou& casting an inauspicious shadow upon 

the face of the newly-appointed librmian. In retrospect, the newspaper's imagen srems 

subtly suggestive. if only because it inadvertently foreshadows the practicaL;throreticai 

t m o i  l encowaged by CircéCôté's induction into Montreai's professional wor Id. S he wears 

a '-shirt waist" (a style pattemed after men's shirts) which \vas the badge of the "New 

Woman"' Not unlike the eene quiet before the rupture of an electncai stem Eva's polite 

inauguration preceded the collision of conflicting forces. 

Sometimes the m d e s t  questions are those that afford the most cornpfex answers. 

One relatively uncomplicated query r a t s  at the heart of the following discussion: What role 

did "Mademoiselle Eva Circé" play in the foundation of Montreal's fint public l i b r a ~ ? ~  

On the surface, one might suppose that this research strategy - an e,xamination of the history 

surrounding the career of one librarian - could offer ody an oblique approach to iMontreal 's 

' ~ e r  Iacy conon voile o r  silk shin (knoun as a shimvaist) was c o m m o d ~  wom by worlÿng-class 
and rniddle-class women on the shop floor - usually coupled with a dark tailored skirt. Hats were more than 
an accessory, they were an essentid componeni o f  the feminine toilette. ladies never appeared in public 
uithout one. Barbara A. Schreier. Becominn Amencan Women- Clothing and the Jewish I r n r n i ~ m  
Esperience 1880-1 920 (Chicaso: Chicaso Historical Society. 1995). 69. 

4 The "public" mandate (assoùated with plans for a library) was defined by the elites dunng this 
penod as one which would target the French-spahng working ciass. A -public" library. therefore. was one 
that included a majority of French books and newspapers as opposed to  Endish ones. lt would cenainly be 
won hy o f  study CO determine how t hose who were described in municipal records in I 9 1 5 a s  Montreal's 
"foreign elernent" (ie. those who composeci Montreal's Black, l e u i s h  Russian. Polish, Hungarian, 
Bulgarian, Romanian, Ruthenian, Greek and Synan populations) were understood w-ithin this 
conceptudisation of Montreal's "public." rUthough 1 found no formai segregation in the early Iibrary 
records 1 esarnined, those involved in establishing the plans were unequivocally targeting a French-speaking, 
working-class wmmunity. There seem to be no traces of the contemporaneous Amencan trend to  use 
libraries to 'indioenize' immi-gants. See John Higham's Stranners in the Land- Panerns of Amen'côn 
Wativism. 1860- 1925 (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1955) for a discussion o f  the intent to use 
librarïes in order to dispd thoughts of rebebon and disloyalty in the mincis of newly arriveci immigrants. To 
read more concerning the history of the exclusion o f  Blacks fiom the American public library sefilce, see - * Eliza Atkins, T, Th v n 
(Chicago. University of  Chicago Press. 1943). 
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tum-of-the-century tustory. This histos, one would presume, would unearth the stop of a 

tvoman who (for one reason or another) was deemed musually "worthy" of professional 

statu. In fact, thanks to Circé-Côté's involvement in the debates surrounding the openiny 

of the library, a study of her participation in this particular municipal project supplies us 

wiih a provocative and cornplex picture of twentiethcentury Montreal. In an effort to 

ex plain and adjust Lu Pu/rie S visuai rendering of Montreal's female cownweur.  I wi11 

attempt to pull Circé-CÔté out of  this cloudy f m e  and bnng her expnencrs into focus. 

By studying Circé-CÔté's involvement in ihe libraq project. we are suddenly 

outfitted with a viewfinder through which to frame and ident16 the links between 

undemudied moments of Montreai's history. ' What is quickly identi fied '-\vithiri the h m e - '  

are diverse elite goups competing to redefine key components of French-Canadian 

patriotisdnationalism to suit a varie@ of politica1 ends." Mary of the opposiny interest 

groups were working both to understand and address the nature of Montreal's quickly 

solidi@ing "class-identi fied movements and alliances. Simuitaneously, they were stniggling 

both to foster and/or arrest the gradua1 secularization and mobilization of Montreal's 

workingdass population. in plainer terms, examining Circé-Côté's experiences has helped 

to revd how groups of Montreal's clashmg dites, jostling within the ever-modi-ing urban 

political culture, triai to wnstruct municipal plicies which would affect the working class. 

In his study on the role of the public library in Amencan Iife, Michael Harris points 

' ~here  is room for much more work on labour thought. Utopian socialism. and trade union struggle 
in turn-of-the-century Montreal. see lan McKay. For a U'orkinu-Class Culture in C a u .  (Xewfoundland: 
Canadian Cornmittee on Labour History, 1996). zniii. ri 15 

'~ircé-côte managed to sit anride the dividing lines of several (competing) interest groups. 



out that histonans of the public library movement have badly confiised the purpose of the 

institution with its actual function. Their works, generally written in the liberal progressive 

tradition, interpret the Iibrary's purpose as inherendy humam-tarian. On the c o n t r q :  North 

American public libraries have tended to be elitia inaimions tiom the ver). beginning7 

HistoricalIy, only a small percentage of eligible users have ever crossed the threshold into 

the public tibrary. The ducation, atour, religion social stature, and wealth of those 

sekcted to nrn the libraries o k n  reflected the arîstocratic and elitist nature of  the libraries. 

Frw studies have bothered to analyse why people wanted to establish librarirs; it has simply 

been assumed that it was a largely liberal and demoçratic venture. 

Historical records confirm, without a doubt, that Circé-Côté \vas appointed the 

Iibraq's first C U I W ' C N U I ~ U ~  and that her reputation as a renowned fimmc rle lcttrcs had 

sonzerlzmg to do with why she \sas deemed an appropriate candidate for the position.' And 

yet, despite the number of studies which detait the history of Montreal's first public libraq 

(a nurnber of which have dubiousty claimed that Circé-Côté was its solitaq "fondatrice"}. 

only arnbiguous hypotheses have been presented as to u,S, she was initially ôppointed to the 

7 Michael H. Harris, "The Role ofthe Public Library in Amencan Life: A Speculative Essay." 
(Illinois: University of  Illinois, 1975). 3 

8. La bibiiothéque technique. Elle sera montée dans quinze jours - Melle Eva Circé nommée 
bibliothécaire." La P a t k .  (1 2 août 1903). 

9 tbid As the journalkt for La Parris a n n o u n d :  ̂ Mademoiselle Eva Circé (Colombine), la 
chroniqueuse bien connue. a été nommée bibliothécaire avec un miternent annuel de 5300.00.'' 1 12 août 
1903). Documentation regarding Eva's salary for the twenty-nine years she worked at the Bibliothèque de  
M o n t r d  (her firing and re-hiring a dady ledger where her signature marked her attendance, a variety of 
letters she u-rote to  the board of directors requesting books. etc.. .). and documentation regrding her 
retirement and pension allotment in 1932, can al1 be located at Les Archives de la Ville de  Montreal in the 
Collection de la Bibliothique de  Montréal - BM6ûDI (D2. D3. D4, M. 07. Dq3. D49. D59. D6 1. D7S). 



position in 1 903 on1 y to be demoted in 1 906. '" Her demotion has been deemed especial l y 

si~gnificant (by some histonans) because of what it mi& suggest about Circti-CÔtti's feminist 

or anti-clencal inclinations." Others have submitted that her untimely rnamage to a 

renomzd Freemason w s  the rnissing piece of the puzzle. 1 wïil argue thai the demotion was 

not as suggestive as these historians and chroniclers have implied, but was related to the 

more mundane reaiities of municipal emplo-ment. 

In recent scholarship, accounts have centred on Circé-Côté's disageernent with 

Montreal's clergy - particuiarly over which books constituted "appropriate" reading for the 

designated panons of the new public iibrary." And yet, al1 of the conjecture conceming 

CircéCôté's socalled "fa1 l fiom grace" !' continues to be excruciarinpl y vague' and for al l 

10 Ambiguous and contlicting suggestions have b e n  made with regrds to what seerns to have been 
Circe-Coré's public %iling fiom -pice" fiom Monrreal's lirerary communiry. To confim or detlect any or 
al1 of these allegations. it would take further research into newspapers of the era to determine what Circé- 
Côte mizht have done to offend certain of Montreal's elites Georges Bellerive's Brèves aooloaics de n a  . - -  
auteurs f e u  ( Q U ~ .  Librairie Grneau, i 920),77-79. indudes Circé-Côté amonyst  montrea al's worthy 
u-omen witers ui th  a mysterious cawat. He Rates: -Au cours de sa camere littéraire. que de tristes 
événements ont malheureusement abree, Colombine a cueilli de beau lauriers ... Comment ne pas regretter 
après cela que certaines circonstances déplorables soient venues terminer en 1008 une camere aussi 
brillamment commencée?" Bellerive provides no expianation as to what these "deplorables circumstances-' 
mi& have ben. 

! 1 Some recent sources have ciaimed that Cire-Côte was fired. This would be only partidiy tme 
because she was reinstated as the "assistant" libranan shonly thereafter. 

12 In &Marcel Lajeunesse, JAS Sul~iciens et la vie culrurelle a Montreal au XlXe siécle (hiontreal: 
Fides. 1982) and in Lisene Girouard. "EVZ Colombine et Juiien.- . 4 r d  23 (hiver 1932). 63. one finds 
sirnilar claims that Circé-Côté's clash with Bruchisi Id to her demotion. .Andrée Lévesque advarxes no 
theories as to why Eva lost her position as "consen-ateur" but does seem to suppon the notion that Circé- 
Côte's mamage to a doctor, renowned for his fieemason sympathies, might have playeâ a role in her 
difficulties. "Fondatrice de la bibliothkque municipale de Montréai." Ces femmes aui ont bâti Montréal 
(Montréal: Les  diti ions du Remue-Ménage. 1994). 

"ln the 1950s. Raymond Hében and Bernard Dufebvre both advanced theories with regards to 
why Circé-Cote mi@ have - b m  shunned" by her wntemporaries. Both authors identify her d a g e  to a 
Freemason as king the heart of the controversy-. In Hébert's bio-bibliographical study for the University of 
Montreal, he  argues chat C i r d ô t e  abandoned the Catholic religion and tumed towards the Freemasons, 
thereby makiny her an unsuitable candidate. Hébert notes. "Ce fbt vers cette époque, malheureuse entre 



intents and purposes, is wholly unsubstantiated. Perhaps this is because, to date, Circi- 

Côte's own views concerning the library have been 1eH une.xamined. 

What I hope to offer in this chapter is a demystification of Circk-Côte's ideological 

positions in relation to the debates which accompanied the opening of Montreal's fint public 

libmq. 1 will atlempt to locate Circé-Côté's ideas in the larger arenas of public discussion 

and contestaiion in Montreal at the tum of the îwentieth century. with regard to changing 

articulations of French-Canadian radicalism. Thankfully, because Circé-Côti's output of 

witing (as a journalist) was reiatively consistent and surfaced in a wide variety of local 

sources, her ideological development can be traced thughout three definitional decades 

of Montreal's history. 

As Patrice Dutil is at pains to point out in his study of liberal progressivism in 

Quebec. the tendency to dismiss the importance of "politics" and "ideologies" during this 

period (which has influenced the more popular subject of "nationalism" in the history of 

Quebec) has had a marked impact on the study of the politics of radicalism and refom. " 

This study of CircéCôté's ideas will conficm Dutil's finding that rarly-tcrlrntirth-century 

Quebec cannot be interpreted as an ideologically hornoçeneous society. purged of its earl y 

toutes, que Eva Circé-Côté se laissa entrainer à des erreurs deplorables qui abreoerent sa carrière de 
chroniqueuse si brillamment commencée." To make matters worse, he notes. when her husband died. she had 
i i m  incinerated in the manner of fieemasons. "Notes Bio-Bibliographiques sur Eva Circe-Coté. 
Bibliothécaire et chroniqueuse." (Diplorne de I'Ecole de Bibliothécaires de l'Université de Montréal. 
Montréal, Ewle de Bibliothécaires, 1952). 4. Bernard Dufebwe echoes Hébert's daim in a footnoie. "tors 
de la mon de son mari elle le fit incinérer. ce qui fùt cause d'un beau scandale a l'époque." "Cn chef- 
d'oeuvre inconnu: Le  "Papineau" de  Mme Circé-CÔté." Im Rrvrtrc & /. '(!rrivtrr.si/t! /ma?- (Publication de 
l'Université Laval et de la Société du Parler Français au Canada.) 10, 9 (mai 1956). 799. 

14 Patrice Dutil. &d's Advog&.(Monueal and Toronto: Robert Dabies Pubiishins 1 994). 1 9. 
Dutil charges- "Students of  Quebec history were therefore lefl to  imagine the evolution o f  Quebec's politics. 
particularily those of  the Liberal Party in Quebec (which was dominant in that pend)  in an ideological 
vacuum." 
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factionalism and radicalism- The currents of radical ism in CirciCÔti's w~iting de& an>- 

such sirnpl istic readings. The following selections of hrr brand of radical thought ivill be 

i i 

emcted from her coliection of early journalistic work entitled w, '- from 

her articles for Le . M o d e  Ouvrier. and fiom a number of essays includitd in Pg~ineau; son 

influence sur la mnsée C-. 16 

EGYPIIAN MUMMLES AND THE EFFEMZNLEATIOS OF MONTREXL'S LITERIT1 

I t is time for a "reconnaissance" of early twentieth-century wvomen writers, States 

Lisette Girouard in her 1992 ferninid midy Colombine et Julien.''" Girouard's not 

oni y rediscovers Circé-Côté (and en ters her on a historical ledger of Mon treal 's "important" 

women), but also dernonstrates that rven a superficial study of Circé-Côté's involvement with 

Montreal's first public library can offer an intriguing glimpse into the citfs early twentieth- 

c e n q  pubiic life. '' A library, or any municipal institution which wouid open its doon and 

resources to "anyone-- in Mon treal (regardless of race. religion or class). boldly chalienged 

15 Colombine (pseud.) Bleu.- (Montreal: Deom Frères, 1903). 

! 6 Eva Circe-Cote. (.Montreai: RA Re-~nauit Bs Cie.. 1924) 

17 Lisette Girouard. -Reconnaissances. Ékïi Colombine ct Julien- Arcade 23 (hiver 1992). 60-65. 
€va Circé-CSte, Girouard argues. is only one of mm!v ignored -audacious" French-Canadian women uriters 

18 The municipalty operated libmy that prokided sources in the French languase to the general 
public was the Bibliothéque municipale de Montréal. N'hile there were 40 Iibranes in Quebec in 1900. v e v  
few were open to the public as such. The ,Montreal Mechanics' Institute. the l'ouny -Men's Clin'stian 
Association and the Fraser lnstitute are examples of some of the public libraries open to English speakers in 
Montreal, in addition to the public Iibrary in Westmount which was founded in 1885 Ontario had, at this 
point 43 9, the majority of which were public libraries. 



the "timeless" legïtimacy of Montreal's clencal and consemative leadership. !" 

At the tirne of Circé-Côté's involvement with the library, the hierarchical stniciures 

wi thin Montreal's Catholic organizations - to which the conservative (and some l ikral ) 

dites held tightly - were king openly contested and eroded. As Marcel Lajeunessr notes in 

his study of religious and cultural life in Montreal in the nineteenth century, impassioned 

debates surrounded the opening of Montreal's first French-Canadian "secuiar" 1ibrw-y: 

Le débat sur la bibliothèque a Monîréal, dans les années 1900, est en fait une 
confrontaiion entre la conception nord-américaine de la lecture publique et la 
formule cléticale pour protéger ses fidèles des idées du siècle." 

Montreal's clergy contended îhat municipal institutions (such as libraries, hospitals and 

schools which functioned independently of religious associations) wou1d cause Montreal's 

public life and culture to degenerate. fointedly, clencs womkd that Montreal's culture would 

br divested of its moral (read Catholic) qualities. 

These concem were not specific to Montreal. Unlashed in many of North Arnerica's 

rapidly gowing industrial centres were debates focussed on the "seductive" powers of 

matenal progress which when hvimed with the rapid changes taking place in urban centres, 

19 Roger Le Moine, in his study o f  the period, argues that Quebec's clergy. afier the Rebellions o f  
183 7-38. were on  an active mission to "carholicize" their o p p n m t s :  "On comprend alors qu'en 1837 le 
clergé ait condamné le recours aux armes et excommunié ceux qui y prennent pan. En sorte que, une fois la 
pais revenue, les Britanniques le perçoivent non plus comme iis l'avaient fait depuis 1763, mais comme un 
dlié sur qui ils peuvent compter et dont ils doivent favoriser les entreprises- .Ainsi agréé. le clerse est libre de  
se lancer dans cette vaste entreprise de "catholicisation" de la population francophone. opération dont il rêve . . 
et qui va réduire tous les opposants." p e u x  Iones montreal- du Grand Orient d e  France. (Ottawa. Les 
Presses de l'Université d 'Ottawa 199 1 ), 5 .  

20 1picigp et la vie *elle a Mont lMarcel Lajeunesse, Les Su réal au XIXe sièclg (Montreal: Fides, 
1982). 206 and 21 8. Lajeunesse points out that by the late 1800s there were some priests who were 
proponents of the public Iibrary cause. They favoured the  founding of a secuIar library if only because it 
relieved the church of  the financial burden of maintaining tiny underfiindeci parish collections. It was also 
argued that the public Iibrary would nurture a population's sense of morality. rather than abandoning the 
working class to "deyenerate" in such urban recreationd venues as clubs and movie theaires. 



rvould engender an rirban "moral decay."" In Monûcal, these '-moral concerns- were voiced 

first and foremost (but not rxclusively) by the Catholic clergy. Michde Dapnais's 

provocative study of the deveioprnent of Montreal's public institutions untangies the clerp's 

predicament: 

... audela de son souci de préserver la paix sociale, I'épiscopat montrialais craint le 
vent de laicisation qui soufile sur la société montréalaise, tout comme dans le monde 
occidental de l'époque, dans cette période d'industrialisation, de valorisation du 
propis matériel et de déploiement des valem marchandes. La laicité est menaçante 
non seulement en ce qu'elle propose de nouveaux modèles d'organisation sociale ou 
sont mises au second plan les références aux croyances religiews. mais aussi parce 
qu'elle s'exprime souvent contre l'Église catholique elle-même. La laïcité est 
également menaçante car elle présuppose une implication plus grande des pouvoirs 

7 >  

publics dans la gestion des questions sociales, au déaiment de igÉglise bien entendu. - 

In the eyes of much of Montreal's clergy, even the possibility that a public 1 ibrary might 

facilitate a "democratization of knowledge" made the projet potentially subversive and 

danger ou^.^ Ultimately, the library 

unequivocal challenge to the existing 

question was both posed and understood as an 

order? For those on the conservative and clerical 

. - 
"valverde. The Aae o t  W= See also Paul Rutherford. "Tomorrow's 

hfetropolis. the Grban Reform Movement in Canada 1880- 1920," (Canadian Historical .Association. 
H~srorical Paprs, 197 1 ). 203. and I.S. Kelso. "Can slums be abolished or  must we continue t o  pay the 
penalty?" reprinted in P Rutherford. ed., Savinn the w i a n  Citv. the first  hase 1880-1 920 (Toronto 
Gniversity Press. 1974). 167. 

i i 

34ichè ie  Dagenais. "\je culhrrelle et pouvoirs publics locaux. La fondation de la bibiiothéque 
municipale de Montréal " (+han H ~ . F I o ~  Review Rerwe d'hisrnrre urhahre 23, 2 (mars 1996), 42. 

'basenais expiains: -Dans ce contene d'emergence d e  ia dëmocntie bourgeoise. la promotion de  
la lecture publique, tout comme celle d e  l'éducation, kise la formation d e  citoyens responsables et instruits. 
Tel est du moins l'objectif poursuivi par les réformistes et les philanthropes aussi bien en Grande-Bretagne 
qu'aux ~rats-unis .  au Canada ou au Québec Dans ce dernier cas. toutefois. c'est l'éducation confessionnelle 
plut& que laïque qui va remporter la bataille." Dagenais, "La Vie culturelle," 41 

7 

"The Sulpician clergy o f  Montreal were not unanimous in their opinions regarding the fwndation 
of a public library. However. as Marcef *eunesse points out. the). were quite anti-liberd in their overall 
tendencies: *' Les Sulpiciens montréalais sont en pleine mutation au milieu du XIXe siécle. Antilibt$raux, ils 
deviennent ultramontains bon ieint ...Les Sulpiciens de  Montreal n'ont pas, en revanche, claironné leur . . 
ultramonianisme. a l'instar d e  certains Jésuites et de  Tardivei." Lajeunesse, -, 15. 



"side" of the proverbial fence, mod attempts to address d a n  illiteracy seemed like attenipts 

to limit the sway of the Catholic church. 

Montreal's first public library was many years in the making. The initial serds of the 

idea were planted in the 1 WOs, when cultural questions concerning French-Canadian "sthnic 

identiiy" seemed to be supplanting political ones. The question of public libraries was 

intimately comected to the issue of public education - debates on the subject emsrged in the 

i 830s in Quebeç. By the mid 1 Sûûs, the issue of 'ipubl ic instruction" had become a hot topic 

arnongst the upper classes. Liberal elites tackled the issue of education in Montreal with 

missionan zeal; it was time, they estimata to begin to a d h s s  the city's "cultural 

poverty. '' Circé-Côte explores this preoccupation: 

Espérons que cette bibliothèque ne vient pas trop tard, que de b e a u  talents, des 
génies peut-être, ne sont pas venus a maturité par-ce qu'ifs se sont ignorés eux- 
mêmes, le rayon leur ayant manqué pour développer les germes latents qui gisaient 
en eux. semblables a ces grains de blé qu'on retrouve dans les mains des momies 
d' Ebgpte presque putvérisés et qui, faute de terre et de rostk, n'ont jamais r d  isé les 

i c  vertes promesses écloses en leur semence. -- 

It  may require a leap of the imagination to consider that "an unfertilized French-Canadian 

literary talent" rnight be likened to a ga in  of wheat stuck amidst the pickled layers of an 

expired Epptian. Circé-Côt&'s "progressive" and "paîriotic- aspirations for the Iibrary-s new 

patrons were categorical. Many of those who favoured the creation of a public Iibrary, 

focussed on raising "les canadiens" up socially, econornically, and politically to a position 

of equal ity vis-à-vis Anglo-saxon Canada." 

7 < 
--lulien Saint-Michel (pseud.). '-La Bibiiothèque Municipale. L'ouvrier est appelé à en bénéficier 

dans un avenir peu lointain," Le Monde Ou\-rier/LAbor World (24 juin 19 16) 

26 - .  
Lajeunesse. Les 2 1 9. 



Circé-Côté deplored Montreal's --pgress" on the public I ibra- issue as "sharne full y 

slow" when cornpared to other major North Amencan cities: 

L'exemple des Etats-Unis est là pour confirmer nos avancés. II est d'usage pour 
excuser bien des choses chez nous de dire: Nous sommes un jeune pays! ... Le pays de 
Franklin a moins d'âge que le Canada et déjà il sa virilité ... II a dkja une 
littérature et des artistes et des hommes d'État dignes de tigurer avec les 
plénipotentiaires de la vieille Europe. A quoi est due cette précoce maturité? A 
l'école obligatoire et aux bibliotheques pubtiques les plus bel les, les plus spacieuses. 
les plus a la portée du peuple, qui existent." 

Circé-Côté disputes Montreai's very "viri l i~" by comparing and contrasting the "six" of its 

Iiterary yield to that which was king generated in the United States and in Europe. Trying 

to shamr hsr opponents into action, she voices her concern that Montreal's "effeminized" 

literary output might be judged poorly when placed side by side with the potent talent 

emerging in other "more progressive" States. In the later part of the nineteenth crntury. she 

pointed out, there were movements in cities al l across North America in favour of the 

establishment of public libraries." Circé-Côté's effom to shame her feliow citimns into 

action would not have been dismissed as a harmless "longue-and-cheek" indictment. When 

Sarah Bernhardt3 eariier words, echoing a similar disparagement of local mascul i ni ty, were 

published in Le Cunuclu in 1905. three hundred angered Laval University students held a 

demonsb-ation in Front of the editor's house - which had to be dispersed by mounted police. 

Thirty students were injured and one arrested?) 

77 

Julien Saint-Xtichel (pseud.) "La Bibliotheque Municipaie.'- 

28 Dagenais. -ta Vie culturelle." 

10 - Sarah Bernhardt's malediction went as foliows: 'Quebec! ah oui. c'est une bele ville. tris  belle et 
le Canada aussi est un beau pays ... ,Mais je ne comprends rien a votre popuiation. Vous avez des canadiens- 
anglais. des canadiens-irlandais, des canadiens-français, des canadiens-iroquois! Mais vouk-vous  me dire 
pourquoi vous vous appelez des canadiens-tiançais? Des fiançais, vous autres? Mais pourquoi? Vous avez a 



What made Montreal's discussions on the subject of a public library different from 

grneral North Amencan trends \vas the question of French Canada's survival. The debatr 

focussed on the dire need for a library to function as a tool to withstand the menace of 

French-Canadian assimilation. Members of both the liberal elite and the c leru  had k e n  

campaigning for higher literacy rates for French Canadians and had worked to entrench 

Iegislation that wouid support explicitly "French" educahonal institutions. -u' Consistent th 

this theme  as the general concern that the French-speahng population in Montreal did not 

have an institution fiom which to borrow books or newspapers in the French Ianguaye. 

Ultimately, for dl of those irnmediately involved in the plans (Circé-Côté was certainlg one 

such enthusiastic advocate) the very existence of a public library and its projected collection 

remained a tremendously contentious projet - an urban site of contestrd rights and 

intelIectual property. 

in "Le Grand-Orient Qns le contexte québécois ( 18% 1923)." R o ~ r  Le Moine notes 

that the masonic lodge in Montreal shared the following association and mandate with the 

Afin de réaliser ses objectifs premiers qui visent a la innsformation de toute la 
société, la loge elle-même va s'attacher à la question de l'éducation qu'elle situe dans 
une perspective de laïcité. C'est ainsi qu'elle participe à la fondation et favorise le 

peine une goutte de sang fiançais dans les veines.. Vous avez un beau pays, mais c'est tout. Dcpuis k i n g -  

cinq ans I'a~riculture peut-ètre a prospéré. mais le reste? Vous n'avez pas de peintres, vous n'avez pas de 
littérateurs. Vous n'avez pas de sculpteurs, vous n'avez pas de poétes.. . Mais sacnsti. vous n 'avez pas 
d'hommes, vous n'avez pas d'hommes C'est à vous les journalistes et a la jeunesse étudiante à préparer 
l'avenir et à former le goût et les moeurs d'un pays.. .Ah! Mais comment entendez-vous donc le progrés? 
l'ous avez progressé depuis vingt-cinq ans mais en arriere." Cited in Georgette Weifer, Sarah Bernhardt et IÇ 
Canada (Québec: Édirions Athéna. 1973). 3 7-38. 

30 Lajeunesse, Les Sulgiciens, 2. See also Mason Wade, LRS Canadiens francais de 1 760 i nos i w r ~  
(Montreal: Cercle du livre de France, 1963). Tome 1. 216. 



développement d'une Ligue de I'enseignement montréalaise ... Trois francs-maçons 
parmi les huit qui en sont membres font partir du bureau de direction- Cc: sont 
Godfioy Langlois, Arthur Beauchesne et Louis Laberse qui sont fort capables de faire 
valoir et d'imposer leurs idées." 

And so, in the minds of many of Montreal's French-speaking liberais. intellrctuals. 

concemed union representatives, members of the Ligue cler I knseignemenf. and the masonic 

lodge. the public library project was both a matter of '-winningV public spacr which would 

be beyond the reach of the Catholic church, and one of creating an institution which w-ould 

sente to --improve" the min& and quality of life of the FrenchCanadian working-ciass. '' The 

L~guii de lr.*c'meignemeru was an organization which proclaimed an interest in promoting 

discussion on basic questions such as teachers' salaries, meâical inspection of school 

children. uni form schwl tests and compulsory education. '' 

However. the view5 and activities which propelled Circé-Côte into the spotlight (and 

thereby lent her the credibility she needed to occupy the prestigious position of C U ~ S L ' N U I ~ ~ ~  

in the controversial new library) do not place her neatiy within this "social-reformist" 

paradip.  By e.urnining her interactions with the library's contributing organizations, it 

3 1 Roger Le Xloine. "Le Grand Orient de France dans le contexte quebecois ( 1896- 1923)," dir 
l'van Lamonde. ed.. Combats libéraux au tournant du XXe siécig (Québec. Fides. 1 995). 1 5 1 

32 Discussions regrding the public library uere ofien coupled with plans IO promote night schools 
for working-class men, women and children. 

2 1 
- -  As Te- Copp observes: " The chef  critic of the province-s education sysrem in the early years 

of the Mentieth cenrury was Godfioy Lan_~lois, a self-styleci vieux rouge Langlois becarne rhe spokesman 
for the i.@w Jr I'E'r.wig.rwmrrrt.. . LansJois was a man o f  remarkable energy and bision, but his anti-derical 
kiews. his suppon for the crearion of a Mini- of Education, and his personal cornrnitrnem to a compulsory 
at t endance Iaw meant t hat the Ligue would be regarded as a pressure group campaigni ng for an end to 
church controkd education rather than as a forum for the discussion of  educational reforn~. The veq choice 
of the  name Lrplre de l'iiiseipernerrt was defiberately provocative. The identical narne had been adopted in 
France for an organization which was popularly u n d e r s t d  to have been responsible for banishing religion 
From the schools of France.- ne .- of Poverty (Toronto. -McClefland & Stewart, 197.1). 59. 



h o m e s  evident that Circé-CÔté was devstoping an ideology of reform that was equal parts 

social and political reform. The rlements of her reform ideology have a marked afinih to 

what Patrice Dutil has dubbed "Liberal progressivism": 

... an ideology of reform, blended from an essence of traditional Quebec rouge 
attitudes, a reaction against the excesses of capitalism, a strong srnss of national pride 
mixed with an equally strong distnist of nationalisîs, and a remarliable interpretation 
of the radical ideologies that raged in the 'Third French Republic. 

Circ&CÔté9s most "subversive" ideas and experiences show remarkable similariry to those 

identitied in Dutil's study of Godfroy Langlois. 35 Like CCircé-Côté, Langlois described 

hmself as a spiritual heir of Louis-Joseph Papineau and of the famous anti-clcrical [Izstittl/c 

cumiJim A s w e y  of the ideas of Circé-Côté and Langlois' ideology shows that historians 

have erred in assening that the manifestations of radical poiitical reform disappeared long 

before the turn of the twentieth century; in fact, the church and the consemative leadership 

of Laurier and his-liberals did not squelch the often radical impulses of the roug~s. '~ 

U 
Dutil. Devil's Adv-, 18. 

3 5 Godfioy Landois was a key player in the Liberal Party of Quebec, mainly as chief d i t o r  o f  its 
major newspapers in Montreal fiom 1895 to 1910. He was a foundins member of the Montreal lodge of the 
Grand-Orient de France in April 1896. Patrice Dutil argues that Langlois defined "Liberal progressivism" - 
choosing its symbois, elaborating its argumentation and giving the system of thoughi credibility. Dutil notes: 
-'Liberal progressi\ism evolved, sometimes winning political bartles. sometirnes losing suppon. Langlois 
sonstituted a cornmon thread to the many campaigns ... He is a point o f  entry that lads  to a more 
comprehensive understanding of many historical problem: ... and on the nse of a disiinctly French-Quebtx 
forrn of progressivism." Dutil. jkvii's Gdvocate 20. 

30 Some works - such as Jean-Paul Bernard in his k s  R o w '  libeq&gne. m n a i h e  et 
anticIencalisme au milieu du XlXe sièclg (Montreal: Presses de l'Université du Québec. 1971) - have 
a r p e d  that rnr~gcpliticc had all but disappeared bu Confederation in 1867 Others, like Yves-François 
Zoltvany, argue that radical thought had been extinguished in 1878 when the Liberah gained power, -Les 
libéraux du Qu*. leur parti et leur pensée. 1867-1875" (M..4. thesis. Université de Montréal. 1961 ). see 
also Marcel Caya in his "La formation du parti libéral au Québec. 1867- 1887" (Ph. D Thesis, York 
University, 1981). and Femand Dumont's (ed.) m ~ i e s  au C a n u  f h n ~ i s ,  1856-1900, (Québec Les 
Presses de IgUniversité Laval, 1971, 9). 



LROX L UXGS .%ND SEE D PACKED SL!XFLOWERS - L 'Institut cana die^ de MOC)I~(?'UI 

In 1880, the plans for Montreal's public library were pushed closer to realization 

when the defunct Insrdur c u d i e n  offered to donate their collection of over 10.000 volurnrs 

to Montreai's municipai authorities." Never had a donation of books (no snings attached! 

sngendered so much controversy. Circé-CÔté, as it tums out, was and wouid long remain a 

passionate champion of this radical legscy." 

Founded in 1844, L Mitrd  w d i m  Je hfunfrC;uI [hereafter the Institute] had helped 

to foster literaq associations in Lower Canada? 1s genesis uas pan and parcel of a larger 

trend in Lower Canada of association-forming. It was one of several -'Institutes" evolved by 

croups of clergy and/or intellectuais with the aim of "cultural and patriotic e~lchjnent" of 
Y 

French Canadians. Initially. Montreai's Sulpician clergy had welcomed the gr0wt.h and 

popularity of the Institute along with its anendant newspaper. L '.4wnir. In its early years it 

4 7 The collection was deemed too -dangerous." as one journalist for JA P r e s  pointed out: 
"l'ancienne bibiiothtique de l'Institut Canadien n'était. pourtant. pas considérable; cependant, quel malaise. 
quel bouleversement n'a-t-elle pas produit dans notre état social!- --A propos de  bibfothques-' La Presq 
( 1 -3 novernbrc 1908), 1 

3 8 In 1924. if anyone in lMontreal had been unsure of her position vis-a-bis the Institute's 
controversia1 history, they were duly advised: "Si nos chroniqueurs ignoraient I'esistence de cette société de 
beaux esprits qui exerça une influence prépondérante sur la politique et les lettres. durant la seconde moitié 
du dix-neuweme siècle, ces scribes peu renseignes ne mén'tent pas d'être pris au sérieux: s'ils la 
connaissaient, rien ne justitie ce silence coupable, d'un nihilisme audacieux, qui tend a rayer de nos annales 
les noms des personnages les plus marquants de l'époque.. . .C'est dans ce cénacle. que Papineau prêcha son 
évangile de libération morale. aprés l'échec de la revoIution." Eva Circé-Côte. -. 1 17. 

''~hese associations were funded in put by governrnent grants aAer 1856 By 1860. l'Institut 
canadien u-as one of two large cuhural institutions directed at the F r e n c h - s w n g  population in Montreal. 
The Institute's "cornpetitor" was initially a twin parish organization called le Cabinet de lecture paroissial - 
superviseâ by Montreal's Sulpician order. The Cabinet de lecture's mandate was to contribute to Montreal's 
cultural life and stimulate a specificalfy French-Canadian literary output In 1852, hopins to draw rnernbers 
away from l'Institut canadien, Montreal's Bishop Mgr Bourget encourageci the foundation of l'Institut 
national. 



had managed to avoid partisan politics. In 1854, oleven memkrs w r e  ellscted to parliament. 

However, the Institute grew rapidly into a powerful political and cultural force in L o w r  

Canada and came to challenge the authority of the church. 

Althou@ initially politically neutrai, throyhout the turmoil of 1 M8- 1 €LI9 the institute 

became progessively more radical. Eventually a schism resulted beiween ks mltgtis in 

Lower Canada and the Ultramontane Clergy." In the eyes of Montreai's Suipicians Goinrd 

in angry denunciation by the Liberai-Conservative party ), the Insti t ute had become nothing 

more than a "crib for nascent r e v ~ l ~ o n a r i e s ~  and other "ungodly'* types.4' 

To make rnatters wrse, the W h i t e  harbored rnany books on --the index" and rrsisted 

clerical censorship. It went so far as to cal1 for a separarion between church and state and 

rven a neutral education systed '  While the hstitute had certainly enjoyed a geat deal of 

10 The schism especially affected those who were associated with the lnstitute and a newspaper 
called L'Avenir. 

4 1 Lajeunesse clarifies this perception: "La Revoiution de f&ncr 1848 en France donna aux thescs 
libérales et au principe des nationalités une difision considérable. La Révolution romaine ( 1  548- 1849) mit 
directement aux prises les libéraux et les ultramontains. Le journal L 'Avenir se radicalisa: i1 s'attaqua 
violemment a l'administration temporelle de Pie LX. En août lW9. il ajoutait a son progamme quatre 
articles nouveaux: L'annexation aux États-unis, l'abolition des resen-es du clergé protestant. l'abolition du 
système des dimes et de la tenure seigneuriale." Lajeunesse. Les Sul~iciens 58. 

42 In 1837, the clergy had condemned any recourse io m s  and threatened to excornmunicale any of 
those who took pan in the Rebellions. It came as no surprise uhen in 1868 Mgr Bourget (the bishop of 
Montreal at the time) had Rome "condemn" the Institute - placing its 1868 yearbmk on the Index of 
forbidden books. This eventuaily I d  to the Guibord .=air. Circé-Côte provides a discussion o f  the Guibord 
Xffair in her book on Papineau A enopsis of the affair goes as follows. In 1869 Mgr B o u r g  (with the 
support of Rome) placed the Instit~ite under an interdict. That same year, Joseph Guibord (who had retLsed 
to renounce his membership in the Institute) died and .Mgr Bourset refùsed to ailow his wife to bury him in 
consecrated gound. ln 1874, afier a series o f  appeals, the Judicial Cornmittee of the P r i y  Council ordered 
Mgr Bourget to reverse his decision. Because of the level of outraye felt by Montreal Catholics. the 
interment had to be accornpanied by armed militas. escort. AAer the burial, Mg Bouyet deconsecrated the 
plot of  land where Guibord la);. The episode offers a fascinating glimpse into the confficts between 
Catholicism and liberalisrn in Quebec. One would think. gven the scandai that surrouoded her husband's 
fiineral, that the Guibord Atlàir would resonate loudly ~ i t h  Circé-Côte. Circi-Côté's examination of  the 
Guibord ;Wàir in her book on Papineau, while seeming both "objective" and "even handed" in its portraya1 
o f  the events, centres on one imponant conclusion: "Avec Guibord hi enterré I'ultramontanisme.. .Ses 



popularity, the Sulpicians ssrablished a number of thsu otvn copyet l i t e q -  associations and 

public laturc: organïzations.'" In an effort to compte with those associations crnergins from 

Protestant and French-Canadian liberal alliances, the "institutes" foundsd by the Cathol ic 

church slowly but surel y drew large nurnben amay fiom the Imrttrr CUIWJIC~'  

As if to put the fird nail in the radical hstitute's coffin, Laurier did his k s t  IO rid 

French-Canadian Iiberaiism of any traces of radicaiisrn- in an effort to have the Church 

'-accept" his party's liberal politics, Laurier argued in a speech (which he gave in Quebec 

City in 1 877) that French-Canadian liberalism \vas diametricaIly opposed to its "revolution 

bound" European co~nterpans.~' And so, although the Institute had sponsored the most 

"liberal" and '-progressiveoT discussions of the period, and possessed a substantial iibraq of 

major scieniific. legal and literaq works. its decline was al1 but complete in 1885. 

When the defunct institute offered up its collection of books for the foundation of a 

successeurs. dont le plus illustre fiit Tardivel. ne réussirent pas à faire admettre ici la suprématie de 
I'Eglise.. "(Pavinw 136) Cücé-Côté surprisindy clairned that Catholic ~Itrarnontanism. the doctrine that 
the Church had the risht to interfere on behalf of Catholics in the affairs of any state, was now. concretely, 
pan of a bysone era. The Roman Church w-ould not be restored to the position it had held before the 1789 
Revolurion. 

4 3  Rigtit tiom the moment ofits inception. the merchant class in ,Montreal supponed the Instinite. 
The lnstitute was popular enough with Montreal's class of merchants that the Sulpicians felt it necessq to 
point an accusing finger at the: "marchands intelligents et respectables de la cite d e  Montréal ... de la classe 
nombreuse industrieuse de cette ville peu favorisée de fortunew whom they repnmanded for showin3 moral 
laxity when it came to choosing reading matenal for themselves and their families. 4-a Llinerv~ ( l I janvier 
1847). 

U As Lajeunessc points out in his study: "Vers 1867. le Cabinet de lecture et les autres associations 
littéraires catholiques qui étaient nées dans son sillage, I'lnstitut canadien-fiançais et l'Union catholique. 
étaient en décadence. Le déclin de I'lnstitut canadien avait atténué leur vigueur. De plus, la formule des 
conf'érences publiques - dont on avait abusé pendant la décennie 1857- 1867 - semblait désuète. De nouveaux 
intérèts pour la musique et les sports captaient l'attention du public et tenaient lieu de nouveaus loisirs." . . 
Lajeunesse. Les SiiImcien~, 222. 

%aina Knopff. -The Triurnph of Liberaiism in Canada. Laurier on Represmtation and Party 
Government" J o w d  of Carradian Sfudies 26. no.2 (Summer. 199 1 ) 72-87. 



municipal libraq in 1880, b9e Clergy was less than enthusiastic. The Instintte-s kgendan- 

links to Freemasonry, controversiaf public conferences, litemy associations. and subversive 

literature made the clergy balk at the prospect of facilitating public access to such a 

collection. As €âr as the Sulpicians were concerne& a libraq (if it must exist at al11 should 

collect only "good" books i-e., those not on the index. The religious and philosophical 

orthodoxy of the Catholic church went %;iinst the very "raison dëtree- of the institute- As one 

member of the Institute expressed: "Une bibliothèque [est] une collection des oeuvres de 

l'esprit humain: on n'[a] pas plus le droit d'exclure un ouvrage mauvais que le naturaliste 

n'[a] le droit de rejeter de son casier une plante sous le prétexte qu'elle [est] vénénc~se-"'~ 

It should perhaps not be surprising, then, that in 1880, Montreal's municipal council 

cautiously refused îhe suspect collection. 

Plans stymied, those who favoured the founding of a public libray pointed an 

accusing finger at what they considered to be the source of the problem -- an "unprogt:ssive'* 

clen'calism specific to M~ntreal. '~ Nonrithstanding her resolute support of the Institute as 

an adul t, Circé-Côté \vas only a nine-year-old girl in 1 880 and wouid not likely have been 

pointing such a finger." However, Circé-Côté's willingness to associate herself with such 

46 Philippe SylvainWLiberalisrne et ultramontanisme au Canada hnçais:  afionternent idéologique et 
doctrinal ( 1840-1865)," in W.L.~Monon, ne Shield of  Achilles/l.e Bouclier d'Achille (Toronto. University 
of Toronto Press, 1968), 222. -4s cited by Lajeunesse, Les SUlgiciem, 22 1 .  

47 They pointed to those Iibraries already in operation in Ontario and the United States. However. 
dcbates over appropriate reading matter for a new Iibrar). werc in no uay a specific preocnipation of 
Xlontreal. The inclusion of light fiction in the collection of  Iibraries sparked a lively debate in vanous cities in 
the United States during the nineteenth century. For a comprehensive description of the coniroversy see 
Esther J .  Cam. Fiction in Public L i b r h  1876-1900. (New York: Scarecrow Press, 1965). 

48 As Dagenais points out: 'La crainte de prendre en charge un te1 project, alors complètement 
inédit en regard des attributions régulières de  la Ville, proposé de surcroit par un organisme désavoué par 
l'&se catholique et dom la bibliothèque renfeme plusieurs titres mis a l'index, rebute {es membres de la 



an unpopu!ar -radical group" in her adult years speaks volumes, and partiaily esplains hsr 

interest and devotion to Montreal's public library project. Circé-Côté wote lovingly of the 

Institute: 

Tous se portaient là, comme le sang d'un coeur immense a u  poumons. pour se 
régénérer; se pénétrer d'un nouvel oxygène et revivifier leur patriotisme ... ll fut formk 
dans un but d'étude et de travail associés, de perfectionnement nioral et intellectuel; 
son mono a été: Le travail triomphe de tout ... Le travail, c'est le moyen, mais le 
progrès c'est le buta9 

This "hard work as the means to pmgriess*. mono had not managed to get the Institute's large 

regnerative heart purnping "new trends" of moral and intrliectuai thought into the rninds and 

souk of the FrenchCanadian unwashed If "exchange of ideas" was indeed nerded like 

oq-gen, then those who counted on the lnstitute for the fùnctioning o f  their sponge-like 

respirai05 organs were in desperate need of an iron lung. So why, in hcr book on Papineau 

published in 1924, did Circé-Côté dredge the history of French Canada and choose to 

immortalize the likes of the Institute - which was more or Iess (by 1880) a dead fish? 

Circé-Côté's championing of the institue is sigiificant for a varies of rasons. First, 

because it links her decisively to France's more radical, sometimes anti-cIencal thinkers." 

This \as not simply a matter of slvaging and irnmortalizing the lnstitute - Circé-Côté was 

challenging the status quo by aîiempting to better understand and drfine the role of French 

Canada within Confederation. 

The Institute did not enjoy a solid constituency; it had suffered huge losses in 

conseil municipal qui déclinent finalement I'oEEe." Dagenais. "La \'ie culturelle." 44 

 va Circé-Côté. 1 19. 

" ~ . ~ . ~ o b e r t s o q  7 h e  Institut canadien: An asay  in Cultural Historyw (M-A-Thesis. University of 
Ottawa 1965). 
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membenhip throughout the lare 1840s and 1850s and by 1860 claimrd a palüy 300 rnembrrs. 

The Institute disinte-mted primm-ly because its memben were unsuccessful in their lobby 

to have their association "reendorsed" by the Catholic church Given this, it would seem that 

the new conditions of the 1880s (or for that matter of the 1920s when Circti-Cote-s book on 

Papineau was published) would have demanded more modem solutions than those propossd 

by the lnstitute back in the 1840s and 1850s. Why îhen, did Circé-Côté assume that 

Montreal's (or Laurier's) phlegrnatic liberals would draw inspiration from the languishing 

sigh of a nearly extinct Instihde? Perhaps because CircéCôté's radicalism \vent kyond what 

might be called the "sterile" boundaries of simple political uttegories, and shr active1 y sought 

a new political culture - a system of values and habits as weil as a code of political ideas." 

And in this respect the Institute stood as an inspirational example. 

The Institute, Circé-Côté argue4 had once been a constitutional force in both the 

"retining" and "defining" of French-Canadian culture. In her mind. the intrllectual 

leadership provided by the htitute had helped to foster a distinctly French-Canadian 

urbanity: "C'est dans ce creuset que les pionniers d'hier, les paysans? se dégrossirent, se 

désincrustèrent de leur rugosité."'' It would be an act of '-audacious nihilism,.' cried Circé- 

Côt6, if French-Canadians were to ignore and forget the critical efforts of the Institute to 

"upgrade" the heritage of French-speaking Canada. Circé-Côté's stratrgic casting of the 

Institute as a site where a "miraculous transformation" of the French-Canadian race had been 

"~ean-~hornas Nordmah writing on the hiuory of radicalim in France, explains that ndicalism in 
France was filled with debate, romance and controversy and formed a system of values and habits as well as 
a code o f  potitical ideas. La France radicalç (Pans: Gallimard. 1976). 16- 18 



bravslp undertaken can only be appreciated if placed within the contest of the Instituts's 

controvenial history. " 

Circe-Côté bad, in much of her early witing, attempted to "capture the imaginations'- 

of hrr compatriots by glorifjing syrnbols such as the French flag - and in doing so had k e n  

met with some resistance. One reviewer of Bleu objected wholeheartedl!; to 

her assertion that she was "Français d'abord." Dismissing Circé-Côté's confusion with 

regards to her "true" identitv, the reviewer asserted: 

Votre âme est canadienne, mais cette âme n'est pas un savant 'combiné' de Français 
et de Canadien, d e  est 'simple' et donne la reproduction exacte de ' k n e  française' 
du XVIIe siècle. L'âme d'un peuple n'évolutiome pas, elle se change padois mais 
par des sauts brusques, 'e.mêmes;' elle occupe le haut ou le bas de l'échelle morale. 
Pas de milieu-" 

What should be apparent is that the reviewer did not object to Circé-Côté's preoccupation 

with her French "progenitors." Rather, he was concemed wïth her projet to transplant ideas 

from France which would pose a radical challenge to conservative powers in Quebec. The 

reviewer took exception to Circé-Côté's romanticization of French tradition: 

La lumière en France est l'éteignoir franc-maçonnique; la liberté se manifeste par les 
expulsions, l'idéal par le ravalement de la littérature et de la peinture; le libre accord 
n'existe qu'entre les çannailles; la vérité est devenue un mythe ... Vous aimez à tourner 
vos regards vers la France. qu'y voyez-vous? Le foyer ddsra la dc5population 
menaçante, la femme ravalée. .. !" 

" ~ i r c & ~ ô t e  describes this transformation at lengh: Tene  eclosion de jeunes talents sur un sol 
inçrat était d e  nature a raviver leurs espérances patriotiques. car ceux qui étaient frottés de lettres savaient 
parfaitement que des peuples sans idéal artistique et sans Littérature sont destinés a devenir les manoeuvres 
des peuples instruits. " Eva Circé-Côté, Paoineail, 120 

'.'Louis T~tgat. -Esquisses littemires d e n n e s  - Colombine (Mue Eva Circ&)" 
(Québec: 2 1 décembre, 1 903). 5. 

''~ouis Tytgat. "Esquisses Littéraires ~anacfiennes,-' 5 .  



Given France's state of moral devolution, the reviewer asserted, French Canadians would be 

better srrvrd if they remembered the pre-1789 rno~rchy and not the pst-revolutionw 

France whose memory Circé-CÔté was at pains to reinvigorate and restore. 

Thrre is an undeniable dose of romanticisrn in Circé-Côté's writings on France, the 

i~sïi lrtf  cuwdien. and the rouge tradition In an effort to curry national pride, she evokes a 

saint-like image of Papineau and of the Rebellions of 1 837 against British imperiai ism. In so 

doing she manifests her sympathy for a nationalkm which by necessity draws its inspiration 

Envoûtés par leur nationalisme, ils avaient oublié la France, peut-ètre parcc qu'elle 
ne se souvenait pas d'eus. Mais à mesure qu'ils dev ie~en t  plus cultivés, leur 
patriotisme prend de l'envergure. L'image oubliée, comme sous 1 'action d'un réactif 
puissant, se détache de I'ombre. L'âme de la race, comme la fleur du tournesol, se 
dresse vers la France et implore la lumière nécessaire à sa vie." 

Hoping to tum the large "seed-packed souf" of the French-Canadian people towards France 

for its essential nutrients, Circé-Côté's radicalism looked longingly across the Atlantic for 

inspiration. Part of Eva's "radical" objective, along wïth an effort to recall the heroism of 

those involved with the Rebellions, was a bid to re-couple anyiall of the severed links 

benveen Quebec and a modem French politi~s:~' 

D'où vient que des esprits chagrins prirent ombrage de ce cercle émancipateur d'ou 
sont sortis les plus vaillants défenseurs de nos droits, nos meilleurs écrivains et les 
types les plus répresentatifs de notre race? C'est de la fondation de l'Institut que date 
Ia transformation de notre patriotisme. Jusque-là, les Canadiens-français s'étaient 
confinés dans le domaine étroit du provincialisme. En dehors de Québec, de son sol 
et de ses traditions, rien n'existait pour eux. Cet exclusivisme fut nécessaire, car il 

-- 

" ~ v a  Circk-C6té, 12 1. 

" ~ h a t  is. a radical French politics and the pffncipla of the 1 789 Revolurion. 



concentra toutes leurs forces pour la conquête et ia possession de leur iemioire. '' 

Those involved in the Institute, CircéCÔté argued, were on a mission activcly to rescue 

French Canadians fiom theu d c  surrounciings - helping the unwashed to better themsefvrs 

via the li terature and ideas of a more evolved France. To take over the spiritual and moral 

leadership of the continent, French Caniuîians would have to recomect with their rmts - to 

"personiS, the French ides.- Circé-Côté counterpoised these thoughts wi th what she fci i the 

-'English idea" represented: "La monarchie, une liberté qui lui semblait b 0 ~ e  pour elle- 

même, et le protestantisme. Rien pour activer les baîtcments du coeur d'un peuple jeune et 

ardent."" More specificafly, to preserve French traditions and '-reclaim" North Amenca it 

would be necessary to promote a French system of govement, French school system, and 

French libraries, arnong other institutions. 

On the issue of the Institute's "subversive" collection of books, Circé-Côté ageed 

with the philosophy o f  the Inmtute. The oniy bad books were books badly wuinen. * She did 

not mince words when it came to the repression of a population's \MI1 to fearn: 

On semblait alors sous I'impression qu'une population instruite est plus difflçile a 
gouverner qu'un peuple d'ignorants. Cela se peut, mais quand le désir de savoir est 
éveillé chez les masses, il est imprudent de ne pas le satisfaire. Quand un torrent est 
dkhaîné, it vaut mieux lui creuser un lit que de fui opposer des digues qu'il brisera, 

5'1 Eva Circé-Côté. -, 1 2 1. 1234. S he e labrates  fùnher: "Les membres de I'lnstitut, tout en 
sympathisant avec Ies Anglais. se gardaient de leurs entreprises assimilatrices. Ils subissaient la domination 
anslaise comme une période de transition, mais non pas comme un état définitif. avec I'audarieux espoir d e  
leur liberation iüture. Tout en se défendant d'être absorbés par cette race soidisant supérieure qui a su 
s'identifier avec tous les autres peuples, ils étaient disposés a tirer le meilleur parti possible d'une situation 
dificile. Les Anglais bien nés. qui s'intéressaient au développement intellectuel, étaient traités en allies. 
liber au^ anglais, protestants fianws. se rencontraient sur le terrain neutre d e  I'lnstitut pour aviser au 
moyen de tirer du matasme n o m  province extenuée et appaukne " 

60 Eva Circe-Côte, -, 125. 



emportant tout sur son passage, si l'on tente de lui résister ... lointdligence humaine est 
comme l'air, sa force d'expansion croit en raison de la compression qu'on lui fait 
subir. Vous pouvez la refoder, essayer de  l'tkraser, la triturer. pour la pktrir de 
nouveau, mais elle vous échappe des mains comme une balle de caoutchouc. pour 
rebondir au dessus de votre tète? 

Not only is this type of intolerance anachronistic, CircéCÔté argued, but any anempt to quash 

a population's will to change and l e m  is like trying to take the bounce out of a rubber ball. 

Circé-Côté seems to suggest that the FrenchCanadian workiny class was "chomping at the 

bit" to obtain an opportunity to r a d  and learn so that they might render themselves worthy 

of such a valorous heriîage. Circé-Côté went to g e a t  Iengths to underscore Mon treal 's earl y 

rouge. radical traditions, w i c h  she connected direct1 y t o  the liberal hternising and education 

fostered by the Institute. This elitism, it would seem, was inalterably linked to the foundation 

of  Montreal's public library. Given Circé-Côté's thoughts on the Institute, which afford us  

a sense of what she might have been leaning towards in 1903 when she was appointed the 

head convrrvurrw, and given the church's resistance to the Institute's donation of books in 

1880, one is left to wonder how she could ever have been deerned an appropriate candidate 

for the job! 

MAGXETIC FLUID AND :MAGIC WAWDS - Andrmt Carnegie w Saint-Jean-&Ipthîe 

In 1900 the plans to create a public library were discussed again bg Montreal's 

municipal aldermen, and on February 12th a Commission de la bibliothkque publique was 

fomed. One of the eight members of the cornmittee \vas Raymond Préfontaine, who had 

 va Cirai-Cote, esnipcui, 125. 
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b e n  Montreai's mayor since 1898." In 1901, Préfontaine, an advocate of the public library 

plans, solicited Ihe financial aid of Andrew Carnegie.'-' Muenced by the social thought of 

Herbert Spencer, Carnegie was engageci in furnishing mwiicipalities a11 across North Amrrica 

with  huge lump surns of money to jump start fibrary building projects? Carnegie offered 

Préfontaine and the city of Montreal S Z 50,000 for their library on the condition that the city 

contribute $15,000 annually to sustain and extend the collection. In 1901, the municipal 

govemment's finance cornmittee recommended acceptance of the offer, provided that a 

commission be established to oversee the choice of books. The majority o f  municipal 

counsellon approved this plad' 

And so, the contingents in favour of the public l i b r q  projecl in Montreal got their 

'%beral power in M o n t r d  wpr. in the 1890s. held maidy by Raymond Préfontaine. An 
esperienced lawyer and politician, Préfontaine considered himself a rottgc?. Dut il c haracterizes Prefontaine' s 
control of the local "Liberal machine" as follows: "Préfontaine had no difficulty in reconciling his self- 
imposed rouge label with his notonous actions in favour of the interests of  the big sas. tramway and 
electricity cornpanies ..." Dutil. JkviI's Advwa&, 136. 

6 3  Andrew Canrcgie. an indusrialisr h m  Pittsburgh. and other phifanthropins iike him consïdered 
the library a sound investrnent in order, nability, and sound economic grouth. By 19 17 Carnege had given 
over 4 I million dollars for the erection of 1.679 public library buildings throughout North America. In an 
address he delivered in 1894. Carnegie explained his motivation for fûnding the libraries: "the result of 
knowledge EQleaned in libraries] is to  make men not kiolent revolutionists, but cautious evolutionists; not 
destroyers. but carefùl improvers." Quoted in Joseph Wall, Andrew Cam-. (New York: Oxford 
Crniversity Press, 1970), 82 1 

6J Carnecpie once n o r d  that Herben Spencer's works had had a profound impact on his life. Michael 
H.Harris has noted: "The Spencenan influence is readily seen in Carnegie's insistence that those cornrnunities 
which received his libraries commit themselves [O t heir continued support.. .the main consideration should be 
to help those who uili help themselves and to prokide of  the means by which 'those who desire to improve 
may do so '" The idea was to give the %est and aspiring poorn the opponunity [O improve; the not so good 
and less aspinny be damned." Harris. "The Role of the Public Library in .hencan Life; A Speculative 
Essay" (L'niversiîy of  Illinois Graduate S c b l  of Libraq Science, 1975). 15 

65 La P b  -Montréal aura donc une bibliotheque. Par un vote 28 a 5, le Conseil de ville decidé de  
construire la bibiothéque fondée par M. Carnegie ... A PLUS TARD L'EPINEUSE QUESTION DE LA 
CENSURE.+' (4 novembre 1902). 



hopes up - only to see the Church once again, th%= the projecc "As Lajeunese points out. 

the anti-libraq groups adarnantly opposed ihe gant, dubbing the Carnegie proposal a 

'-menace" which could produce an dicenced public -house of infection" of the worse son. 

The Archbishop of Montreai, Mgr Bnichési, exprrssed his indignation to the L i b r q  

Commission. Jules-Paul Tardivel, a joumalist from the anti-library camp, thundcred: "La 

fram-maçonnerie triomphe encore une fois à M o n ~ é a l . " ~  Whiie negative reactions to ihe 

proposed Carnegie donations were cornmon, the radical reaction of the Church in Montreal 

uas uniquely fwussed on F r e e m a s o n ~ . ~  

The Freemasons in Montreal, deemed capable of unimaginable evils, wre o f k n  used 

as a scapegoat by a defensive C a h l i c  church Roger Le Moine notes in his discussion of the 

history of Freemasonry in Montreal that two new lodges came into k i n g  at the turn of the 

c e n q :  i '~moncwrron ( 1 896) and Force er Co-e ( 19 10 j." In a manner that was  in no 

way clandestine, both had made the issue of social progress and "l'affranchissement 

66 Bacii in 1893 the members o f  the %xiéte d'Archéologie de  montrea al" went to geat lengths to 
establish a new library/museurn in the Château Ramesay. ï l q  presented a petition with ober 2000 signatures 
to the municipal govemment. That year Montreal becarne the proprietor of the building. However, the 
project was stalled because o f  the issues nirrounding acceptance of the Carnegie gant. 

61 Jules-Paul Tardivel in. (2 1 juin 1902). as cited by Lajeunesse, Les S w  
. . 

,202. 

08 La Ventg 18 Octobre 1902. as cited by Lajeunesse. Les Sui~iciens. For a more complete 
discussion o f  the reaction to Carnegie's offer, see the chapter "Vers la bibliothéque Saint-Sulpice." 

69 . .  . George Bobinslry. -Reaction to Cmegie Library Donations" in Cameaie I.branes: Their 
and lm~ac t  on Amencan Public Libraw Develo~ment (Chicago: .-rian Library .Association. 1969), 91, 
discusses the many reasons M c a n s  found to abject ta the praposed projas  Labour opposition tende! 
to be immediate. In Detroit, C.H. Johnson, secretary o f  the Street RaiIway Employees stated that: "Cameyie 
ou& to have distributed hÏs monq, among his employees while he was rnaking it. No man cm accumulate 
such wealth honourably. It may be legally honest, but its not rnorally honest." 

?O L ' k r ~ p a r i o r r  founded a rhoo l  for girls arund 19091 19 10 and 1 believe Eva wu likely to 
have been the principal. Furce rr Cottroge had strong links to two newspapers for which Eva wrote: J ,e Pavs 
and Le Monde Ouvriu. 



intellectuel-' of French Canadians the focus o f  their activities." The Ligue Jén~~~grrcmcnr 

and I ' ~ M C J I U : I ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ - '  shared a very sxmilar mission: 

Afin de réaliser ses objectifs premiers qui visent à la transformation de toute la 
société, la loge elle-même va s'attacher a la question de I'éducation qu'elle situe dans 
une perspective de laïcité. C'est ainsi qu'elle participe a la fondation et favorise le 
développement d'une Ligue de l'enseignement montréalaise..-La ligue s'occupe 
surtout de l'enseignement élémentaire qui doit êîre accessible a tous, aus pauvres 
comme aux riches ... Pour réaliser ses objectifs, fa loge croit que i'enseipemsnt dirk~a 
se libérer de l'emprise du clergé et, en outre, s'adapter au contexte." 

The mission of  the Freemasons, it seems unnecessary to point out, tsfas not particularly 

popular with the churcb In the min& o f  many clerics, the issue at stake tvas that the Carnegie 

project would be controlled by men, such as the Freemasons, who had abandod mord sense 

dong with religion.'" 

Ultimately, Mgr. Bnischési argued, the Carnegie proposal was a question of the 

sumival of the Frenchçanadian race." As a joumalist for la Presse remarked, --Ils sont 

nombreux ceux qui croient qu'une bibliothéque établie dans de teks  conditions serait un 

sujet de discorde entre les différentes races et croyances qui peuplent notre ville."" With 

" ~ o ~ e r  Le Moine. -Le Grand-Orient dans le contexte quebecois.'. 147 

1- 
-The members of f-brce et Courage developed broader objectives (than / ' r i ' r n a ~ : ~ ~ r r q  which 

would attempt to address social questions relatins to the  health and well-being of Montreal's wofing-class. 

"Le. Moine. -Le Cirand-Orient dans le antexte qu~becois." 1 5 1 .  

71 Lajeunesse. Les Suipicieq, 203 (note 17). Now, at this panicular juncture in the public library's 
history, Circé-CÔté's connections to these Freemason lodyes woutd not necessarily have been apparent to 
those concemeci. She was not yec marrieci to her husband (a man renowned for his Freemason sympathies). 
their uedding took place in the spring of 1905. However. it i s  certainly worth bearing in mind that Circé- 
Cote herself was indubitably aware of the Iodge's fierce unpopularity in clericaVconservative circles. Her 
choice to ma- into such associations would not have been made naiveiy. 

''La Presse (. 18 novembre 1902) 

7 6 ~ a  P r e s ,  -Le.mup de mon à la Bibliothéque CarnegieF (5 mai 1903) 



what seemed like a turn of public opinion in min& the library commission of aldermen voteci 

once again in 1903, and a majority came out uguimt accrpting the Carnegie offer. One 

u more alderman went so f a  as to say that the Carnegie money would be better spent on "hirin, 

police" and on "improiing Monmeai's ma&!-" And yet, despite the aldermen's change of 

heart vis-a-vis the Carnegie proposal, al1 was not lost. AIthough the Carnegie project was 

vetoed, room for ancession ws established and plans for a sirnpler ''industrial" library were 

It \vas in 1903 that the library commission finally recommended that the city accept 

an offer to open a technicd library in the Monument National made by the Saint-Jean- 

Baptiste Society. This French Canadian patriotic association was founded in 1834 by 

joumalist Ludger Duvernay. The aim of the society was to stimulate a nationaikt spirit and 

de fend French-Canadian 1 inguistic and cultural herïtage. Jacques-Pierre Mathieu describes 

the society's mandate vis-à-vis the church: 

Mais à quel motif attribuer l'organisation même? ... l'attachement a notre caractère 
propre. Pour sauvegarder ce caractère propre, surtout en face de la menace 
d'américanisation et des changements sociaux inhérents au développement industriel, 
il faut que les Canadiens français s'unissent entre eux, audessus des luttes 
partisanes, qu'ils demeurent fidèles a leur Mère l'Église, au clergé catholique et qu'ils 
respectent les engagements ancestraux. En résumé, il faut que rien ne change! " 

The Saint-Jean-Baptiste Society's connections to the Catholic church offered Circé-Côté a 

n ~ e  C a  -La bibliothèque se meurt.. (7 avril 1903). L-ëcheiin Chaussé ir quoted to have said: 
"Nous voulons avoir une bibliothéque alors que que la police de Montréal est insuffisantef Alors que nous 
sommes volés, assommés. assassurés; alors que les domiciles ne sont pas suffisamment protéyési ... Ce n'est- 
pas tout, ... nos rues sont dans un état déplorable. notre population mixte ne s'accordera jamais au sujet du 
choix des lik~es " 

78~acques-~ierre Mathieu. "L'idéologie des R1~~1fes de la Société Saint-Jean-Baptiste de Québec 
1 880- 1902" in Fernand Dumont. Jean-Paul Montminy and Jean Hamelin. Jdéol- F~anadanw 
1 850- 1 900. (Québec: Les Presses de i'u'niversité Lavai. 1971 ), 295. 



potitic alliance. CirceCÔté had proudly registered k r  close association with the Saint-kan- 

Baptiste Society in an article she published in /tr Pionnier in 1902 called "Les dammrs 

patronnesses de la saint-Jean-Baptiste. 'IS9 This organization was founded initial l y to suppon 

and raise fun& for the Saint-Jean-Baptiste Society and brought together many wdl-known 

women of Montreal's bourgeois literary c i r ~ l e s . ~  Cognizant of the pafriotic role they felt 

women needed to play, the femaie members hoped to enlrindle and re-define French- 

Canadian nationalism they thought had lapseds' Having had a detinitional role in th;; all- 

female sub-goup of the Saint-Jean-Baptiste Society, Circé-Côté had made it ckar to a11 

concemed that she was a f iend and proud founding member of Les dumes purronitessa- de 

Iu Suinr-~eun-Au~ti .v~e.~~ In the mind of Circé-CÔté the Dumes putronnessev fomed more 

than a peripheral ladies auxïliary. She announced in 1902: 

79" Les da rne  patronnesses d e  la Saint-Jean-Baptiste" is also tound in Blue Blanc Rouae: Poesig 
Pavsaaes. Causeries (Montréai: Deum Freres. ~diteurs.  1903). 338. 

.sa Line Gosselin, in Les Jounialistes quibtbises.  1880- 1930 (Collection RCHTQ, Études el 
Documents, Numéro 7) points out that the FNSJB had several of  Montreai's Ieading women jounialins as 
founding mernbers and played a principal role in defining the group's feminist preoccupations (7). 

Y ' ~ e e  Marie Lavigne, Yolande Pinard et Jennifer Stoddart. "La Federation nationale Saint-Jean- 
Baptiste et les revendications féministes au début du 2Oe siècle,- Reiw d'histoire & I'Arn3riq11e frcrry'ai.~. 
29 (3 décembre 1975), 351-355. As the authors point out, this orpnization grew out of the Montreal 
Council of Women (MLCN') and eventually evolved into La Fédération national Saint-Jean-Baptiste 
(FXSJB). -4s the authors rernark: "Issue de la section des damrnes patronnesses de  I'ASIB. la Fédération 
nationale Saint-Jean-Baptiste, fondée en 1907, groupe un bon nombre d e  membres qui ont dija a leur actif 
une espérience. . influencera pendant les premières années le style de  travail et les interventions de  la 
FXSJB.. . Acquise principalement au MLCW, cette expérience d'intervention sociale et politique.. .La 
fondation d'une organisation catholique et canadienne-fiançaise. indépendante du MLCW. fait suite a la 
prise de conscience de  la nécessité d'un encadrement qui respecte leurs croyances reiiyeuses. surtout en 
matiere d'éducation. et qui sauvegarde leur ethnie. L'idéologie cléricale et nationaliste inspire donc la FIVSR3 
et la différencie du MLCW, organization non confessionnelle et anglophone." 

SI Unfortunately, due t o  the  limitations of  this project, it is not possible to nudy in depth the 
h a i o n  and activities of the &mes parropresses of Saint-Jean-Bapaste association. As it was the  firn 
French-Canadian group of its Gnd, it would rnost certainly be a fascinatins line of inquiry No doubt it would 
require estensive research in the archives of  the Saint-Jean-Baptiste Society in Montreal and the private 
papers of the women involved. 



Bientôt, comme sous la baguette d'une fée bien faisante, notre métropole sera dot& 
d'un institut qui deviendra sa gloire en même temps que le salut moral de nos femmes 
du peuple. Toutes auront droit de venir rompre le pain de la science dans Ir temple 
érigé par la nation c a n a d i e ~ e . ~  

Women, Circé-Côté was at pains to point out, were the ones best equipped to instill 

"progressive values" in their children, furthering the cause of  '*science and progress." This 

task could be performed adequately only by those with the most invested in the -'rvolution" 

of the French-Canadian race: mothers. Creating a niche that only she and others of her ses 

could occupy, CircéCôté publicaliy commended the distinguished male mcmbers of the 

Saint-Jean-Baptiste organization for having the "sense to recopize" that wornen were 

tmiquelg equipped for such a task She seems to have defUy taken the "give-thrrn-an-inch- 

and-they-take-a-mile" reproach and used it as a political stratagem: 

... l'influence féminine est le grand levier de toute oeuvre sociale, aussi ont-ils résolu 
de mettre a profit ce fluide magnétique. insinuant, intangible, mais tout-puissant que 
dégage le c;oeur de la Canadienne, afin de pénétrer de chaleur la plus belle oeuvre qui 
soit au monde: 1 2volution intel Iectuelle de notre race? 

If the evol ution and survival of the French-Canadian race could be claimed and reclaimed 

1 i ke so much cunency, Circé-Côté asserted that women, and women exci usivef y' had an 

undeniable monopoly." Hers was a kind of materna! nationalism. 

And so, Montreal's first "public" library - its mandate circumscribed as a 

'3~olornbine. (pseud.) -Les dames patronnesses de la Saint-Jean-BaptisteT* Bleu. Blanc. R o u e  
Poesies. P-- C m .  (Montreal: Deom Frères. 1903). 338-9. 

RI Colombine. (pseud.) -Les dames patronnesses de la Saint-Jean-Baptiste," 338. 

" ~ i r c é ~ ô t ~  argued slilfùily. workng God and P r o g ~  into the same utterances: ..Les plus 
timides se troublent et se demandent comment ce grand mystère s'opérera, comment le souffle progressiste, 
passant par leur bouche rose, pénétrera les énergies endormies des masses? Ce que ta femme veut, Dieu le 
veut." Colombine (pseud.) "Les dames patronnesses de la St-Jean-Baptiste," 338. 



scientific/technicaL'industrid repository - was opened undsr the authority of the Saint-Jean- 

Baptiste Society. It [vas claimed that such a lib- would serve well rnough to rnable 

memben of the working class to "improve thernselves." It went without saying chat an 

'-cducation of the disenfranchised was ldced inextricabl y to such a project. And so. Circi- 

Côtk used the door opened to wornen to voice a particular brand of patriotism which wodd 

by cautious association be condoned by tbe clergy. Using the issue of working-class education 

as opering gambit, Circé-Côté introduced the cause of mandatory education for yowig girls. 

Without women, neatly inserted as a lynch-pin in al1 things regenerative and progressive. the 

French-Canadian race would not swvive: 

La matière première, chez nous, est d'une richesse inouie. Que de trésors inesploités 
dorment dans t 'obscurité! La race canadienne est ardente, généreuse, 
impressionnable, elle a de merveilleuses aptitudes pour les sciences et les arts. Son 
jugement est solide, son esprit brillant, que lui manque-t-il pour arriver à devenir la 
plus grande nation du monde? - Vous l'avez pressenti: Une pépinière ou la jeune fil le 
recevra l'alimentation intellectuelle que, plus tard, devenue mère, elle rkhauffera 
dans son coeur avant de la donner en becquée a w  petits? 

B y bo th endorsing and forcing concessions to\vards this "undenia bl y progessi ve" cause, 

Circé-Côté cleared an influentiai spot within the Church's sanctified space as a "dame 

patronness de la Saint-Jean-Baptiste." This, combined with her reputation as a treasured 

firnme de leftres. made her an acceptable candidate for the post of convc~uteur. " 

FWOLOUS SPIRITS FACïNG ïXDL'STRLAL ORDER 

Rh Colombine (pseud).'Les dames patronnesses de ta St-Jean-Baptiste." 313 

87 The broader significance of Circé-CÔté's feminist and nationalist ideas will be dixussed in the 
foliowing chapter. 
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Mademoiselle Eva Circé was appointed the first come.n:ufeur of Montreal's much 

maligned and embattlcd public libwy. And so, a woman was appointed by Montreal's 

rn unici pal govemment to occupy the roie of "public" librarian. However, al though Circé- 

Côté was appointed the first "head conservateur" of  the technical librar);. thoss doing the 

hiring made it clear that they intended eventually to replace ber by a man "lorsque les besoins 

de senice l'exigeront ..."" This information in hanci, it no longer seems so "mystrrious" why 

CircéCôté might have been demoted in favour o f  a male candidate once the library becamr 

a more formidable institution. What remains indeterminable, is what role she had in al1 the 

controversies that ensued. 

Within the first year of Circé-CÔté's appointment by the C'onmr~ss~on Je lu 

bibfiurh2qw publique, the new Iibrary acquired a number of books which were deemed to 

be "controversial." Under the influence of  I'Ecolr littéraire de Montréal, the library's 

collection of scientific and industrial texts was soon complemented with historkal, l i t e r q ,  

and arts sources." Gonzalve Désaulnien ( \ h o  \vas a Montreal lawyer at the time), through 

the auspices of  l'École littéraire de Montréal, anempted to allocate $75,000 towards the 

construction of a pubiic l i b r q .  Eva dedicated her book Pa~ineau: Son influence sur la 

pnsee canadienne to Désadniers, thereby publically cementing what seems to have been an 

intirnate fnendship between the two. The dedication went as follows: "A la beauté de votre 

âme. à l'intelligence de votre bonté, je dédie ces pages. Mon esprit, comme un miroir, a reçu 

88.. La Bibliotheque industrielle,". Lê Pr- (12 juillet 1903). S.  

R 9  Dagenais argues: "Ce ghssement dans la vocation de la Bibliothéque s'explique aussi fort 
probablement par la présence de la bibliothicaire Eva Circé: une femme proche des milieus fiancs-maçons et 
qui se fera le défenseur de l'éducation. de la démocratie et du féminisme comme journaliste écrivant sous un 
pseudonyme rnascuh notament dans L e e  OuvrierLLpbor W d . "  Dagrnais. ''k'ie culturelle.* 47. 



la lumière de votre pensée et la reflète. II faut au voyageur du temps une étoile fixe dans 

l'horizon pour soutenir son courage, dissiper les ténèbres accumulés sur sa tète et arracher 

sa barque désemparée des crocs des récifs. Vous avez été cet astre tutdaire. Votre claire 

intervention a fait crouler les sombres entreprises da la haine. Grâce à votre mansuétude. un 

peu de justice et de pitié a pénétré les coeurs et la somme des humaines tristesses s'est 

allcigée. Poète, vous avez vaincu par l 'me des diewq le rayon."" Those concemrd that only 

'appropriate" technical readings be made availabie to the working class met these additions 

wi th intense resistew. '' A Ln Presse reponer explained: 

II y a là une question qui intéresse au plus haut point notre vie nationale. Nous ne 
voyons pas vraiment ce que nos populations d'ouvriers, nos jeunes gens. nos femmes 
et nos jeunes fiIIes ont à faire avec des mauvais lit~es, comme ceux de Rousseau, et 
de Voltaire, par exemple. Nous étions heureux, ces mois derniers. d'applaudir à 
l'action du gouvernement et des pouvoirs publics. iorsqu'on réglait les précautions 
à prendre contre les "conserves" et les "alimentations" frelatées.. . .Tout ce que nous 
voulons dire. c'est que notre peuple d'ouvriers à Montrkal n'a pas besoin de mauvais 
livres, pas- plus que de journaux immoraux et de "conserves frelatées."" 

Much to the consternation of Mgr c niché si,'^ the library had quickly acquired a number of 

'KJ Eva Circé-Côte. Panineau. Son inflmce sur la msee C a n a d i a   m montre al: R.A. Regnault &: 
Cie.. imprimeurs. 1924). 

0 1 As Girouard points out: -Rappcions d'abord quc I'étabiissernent d'unc bibiiothque municipaie a 
Siontréal a été le sujet de longs afiontements entre quelques progessistes et certains politiciens dominés par 
le clergé Mgr Bmchési, évêque de Montréal, ne voulait pas d'une bibliothéque publique (source de mauvais 
livres) qui  puisse supplanter les bibliothéques paroissiales (source de bons livres)." Girouard 
"Reconnaissances," 62 

92 La Press  -La bibliotheque technique et les mauvais livres." (8 mars 1907). This journalist thanlis 
Mgr Bruchési for his vigilance and active role in the protection of the national faith and y o d  mords of 
French Canadians. -4s far as who mi& be ro biame for the acquisition of questionable materiai. the 
folllouing was included: "Nous ne savons pas sur qui retombe la responsabilité du chois des listes 
d'cuvrages dont il est question.. . ." 

93 Monseiynwr Paul Bruchési, Archbishop of Montreal, recornmended that yreat vigilance be 
exîended to those books chosen to circulate among the masses. 



books which were bônned by the index." In a letter addressed to the memben of the 

cornmittee of the librar). in 1907, Mgr Bruchési argued: 

Lors de Iëtablissernent de la bibliothèque civique au Monument National. il y a 
quelques années, il avait été entendu, si je ne me trompe, qu'on n'y mettrait que des 
ouvrages techniques, pouvant être utiles à la classe laborieuse en particulier. ... Et 
j'apprends que l'on veut encore y installer des ouvrages qui n'ont aucun caractkre 
technique et qui de plus seraient dangereux pour la foi et la morale. Ir sais que dans 
la liste de ces livres il y en ait qui sont absolument condamnables et condamnes ... Je 
vous signaie entr'autres ouvrages ceux de Voltaire, de J.-J. Rousseau, de Balzac et 
George Sand, qui n'ont certainement pas leur raison d'Strr dans unce bibliothkque 
comme la bibliothèque ci~ique.~' 

Lajeunesse argues that it rnight have been îhe attention that was brought to this issue of "bad 

books," ihat led to Circé-CÔté king  labelled as "radical" and to her eventual demot ion from 

the pst  of head comenwteur in 1 909." And yet, if her association wi th Freemasons or her 

"inadequate" supervision of the library's '-good books only'' policy \ras the cause of her 

demotion - as others have suggested - why tvas she kept on as the assistant librarian? 

Fortunately, Circé-Côté did leave some suggestive hints about the demotion in an 

editorial written for Le 1t4wirlr Owrirr in 1921. interestingly, they had littlc t o  do with 

Y4 Cited by Juliette Chabot in Montreal_et le -ment des b- ~ u b  
. -  . li-. (,Montreal: 

Fides, 1963). 189. Here are some of  the Index's sub-dauses which could easily have been applied by Mgr 
Bruchesi to Eva's choice of titles. "Lois de  l'Index ... Les livres de n'importe quels écrivains prenant la 
défense de l'hérésie ou du schisme ou s'efforçant en quelque façon de  renverser ies fondements mêmes de la 
religion, . .Les livres qui attaquent de parti pris la religion ou les bonnes m u r s ; .  ..Les livres de n'importe 
quels non-catholiques. qui traitent de  façon notable de la religion. a moins d'avoir la cenitude qu'ils ne 
contiennent rien de contraire a la foi catholique; ... l e s  lib-res qui attaquent ou tournent en ndicule l'un des 
dogmes catholiques,.. .Les livres qui enseignent ou recommandent n'importe quelle espice de superstition. 
sonilèp, dikination, magie, &ocation d'esprits, et choses du même oenrc;. .Les l ib~es qui prétendent établir 
la liceité du duel, du suicide ou du divorce, qui, traitant des sectes maçonniques ou d'autres sociétés du 
même genre. soutiennent qu'elles sont utiles et non pernicieuses à I'Egiise et ii la société civile ..." 1rrJe.r 
/ihrorrrm prohihimnm, (Rome: Imprimerie Vaticane, 1 948). 

9 ' -~a Bibliothéque industxïelle," la Pressg, ( 1 2 juillet 1903)- 5 .  

% There is nothing in Eva's ernployee file that sugeests why she *-as demoted. 



acceptable/unacceptable readings for the working class, nor did they openly espress suppon 

for the Freemasons. in the context of an editonal entitled "Ostracisme du sexe fiminin" she 

addressed the subject of women being deemed "inherently" unsuitable and incapable for 

public life and professional vocations. Without diwlging that "the women" she described 

might have any relation to herself or her alias '-Julien Saint-Michel," she aqued: 

Une bibliothèque s'avisa un jour de remplacer les assistantes bibliothécaires par des 
hommes. Elle ne fut pas lente à le regretter. Le temple des livres. faute de ces 
infatigables sacristines, qui rangent tout et mettent de la lumière OU elles passent eut 
un aspect poussiéreux et désordonné. De la cendre et des ailumettes brûlées, il en 
traînait dans tous les coins. Les revues qui s'alignaient dans les cartons attachés avec 
des faveurs roses sur ies tables. Le pied glissait sur des matières visqueuses 
comme lorsqu'on marche au bord de la mer ... 97 

In addition, Circé-Côté noted that l i b w  books were throm carelessly in stacks in a manner 

not pleasing to a browsing eye. She also contended that women made rnuch more 

approachable and attractive hosts, more than willing to put books and al1 pertinent 

information at a reader's disposal. Men, she claimed, were more Iikely to virw a patron's 

inqui- with a snobbish air of having "ken disturbed from more important works."" Given 

this, thosr of the working class who came in search of information rnight easily be 

intimidated and lave the library without borrowing a single book! This type of work, Circé- 

Côte proclaimed., is essentially more suitable for women because their spirit is infinitely more 

m ethodical, precise. ordered and direct. Similarly, wvomen's sober habits serve them well 

97 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.) "Ostracisme du sexe feminin." Le Monde OuvriedLabor Worlh (8 
octobre 192 1 ). 

QU 
It wouId seem that Eva was not the ody one to notice the library's lack of organization. "Des 

plaintes nombreuses ayant été fiites par le public qui m u e n t e  la Bibliothèque, au sujet de l'insuffisance et 
du mauvais aménagement de la Bibiiotheque municipale du Monument national.. ." mette  muniUpal de 
Montréal (7, 46.19 décembre 1910). 75 1. as cited in Dagenais, "La Vie c~iturei ie .~ 49. 
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w*en they need to coinit and spend rnoney. The libmy's administration, she points out, wac 

more than happy to reinstate the female assistants - and the wornen \ver<: mturned 

mumphantly to their positions - much to the relief of al1 mncemed " It is important to note 

that in the context of CircéCÔté's editorial, she makes no atternpt to argus that wvomen 

should be put "in charge" of the library. One cm ody assume that she felt that the inference 

that wornen should be placed second in command in a municipal institution wvas radical 

enough reading for her target audience. 

Circé-Côté's preoccupation with outlining a librarian's job description. within which 

"creating a welcoming atmosphere for the patrons" was aiornatic, should not be dismissed 

for its essentialist component with regards to the roles of women and men. Although a 

wntemporary mind might object to her efforts to prove that women werr "inherently" more 

suited to perform a librarian's work (and fundamentally more pleasing to the q r ) .  this was 

not Circé-Côté's sole concem She was critiquing the emerging culture within libraries which 

fostered and condoneâ an authoritarian attitude toward the common man or woman- This \vas 

not sp i f i c  to Montreal's first public library; rigid inflexibility and arrogant auihoritarianism 

characterized public libraries al1 over Nonh Amenca. '" 

And so, while Circé-Côté \vas suffering her demotion from chief cofu'ervutrur and 

prtitioning the municipal council to be appointeci the "assistant-librarian," Mgr Bnichési \vas 

arguing that he sirnply needed a guarunlee that books would not be loaned to Iibrary patrons 

'W Julien Saint-  mi ch el. (pseud.) -Ostracisme du sexe feminin."  monde Ouvrïer/Labc>r World. (8 
octobre 1921). 

'%amis. "The Role of the Public Library" 49. For an extensive discussion on this subject see the 
section 'Xverett. Tichor and the Common ,Man." 



petitioning the municipal council ?O be appoint& the "assistant-librariac M g  B ~ c h & i  \vas 

arguing that he sirnply n d e d  a ~ r u ~ u e e  that books would not be loamd to i i b n n  patrons 

that rvould '-poison the s ~ u l . " ' ~ '  He poposed that a censonhip comminee be esrabiis hed, by 

which each book acquired would be reviewed Mg.  Bruchbi's proposa1 \vas met with al1 

kinds of opposition, the most cornprehensive of which seems to have k n  espressed by a 

joumafist for tçr Prc.sse: 

II est certain que l'on n'arrivera jamais à une opinion commune sur la formation 
d'une bibliothèque municipale. Notre sociW se compose de catholiques et de 
protestants, d'Anglais et de Français. de croyants et de libre-penseurs. de fervents et 
d'indifférents, de gens studieu et d'esprits frivoles. de lecteurs mel& o ù  les uns 
trouvent déplacé et immoral ce que les autres jugent tout simplement rticrtiatif et 
instructif. Que1 est le critérium qui devra former la conscience publique? '"' 

1Mgr Bruchksi took the opporîunity to wite to the municipal library commission and accused 

ihrm of not adhering to the mandate of a purponedly '-technical" librav. The C~umn~issiun 

de /U hibiioll12qur respondrd immadiatrly, begging the Archbishop to mret with its mernkrs 

and promising to hold an inquiry regardingr the library's collection. An alderman solicitrd a 

report from a number of municipal lawyers to help the Council deflne how, indeed, the 

IL-cl l c mandate of the Iibrary w a s  to be defined. The lawyers' reports. published in the (' 

rriimrcipul Jc ;l./ontrC;uf. stated that although the municipal administration had a '-right" to 

open a municipal library, fiction did not really belong in a --technical" library." This, the 

libraq ' s  supporters cornplaineci, set the whok projeci back io the precarious stage it ha3 

occupird in 1903. And yet, as Dagenais points out, T r o p  de gens et trop de groupes et 

'"' Le Canada (6 mai IWS). 

ln' --Bibliotheqw publique" La Press 4.25 juiiiet i908). 4. 



d 'associations réclament depuis trop longtemps une bibliotkque digne de -Montrial. pour q u s  

les choses en restent ainsi."'"' 

Despite al1 the havoc c a d  by Mgr Bruchbi's accusations, when the opportuni0 

arose to purchase a huge collection assembleci by Philkas Gagnon ( who at the time cvas the 

archivist for the Palais de Justice in Quebec City), proponents of enlarging the coliection at 

the technical library voted in favour of purchasing the collection. IN It wouid srem thai public 

interrst in storing documents pertaining to FrenchSanadian history trumped the church's 

intertst in upholding a uniquely French-Canadian spirituality. And so. through man? suange 

abridgemenfs in policy and circumstance, the library had lost its designation as a merely 

-'technical" l ibray. The upheaval caused by M g  Bruchési's accusations did spur the 

municipal council into demoting Circé-Côté from her position as head cumcriVurcur, but it 

did not amount to her *'king d i s r n i d '  as some hisionans have rnistakcnly argued. It would 

s lsm that ciîy counsel lors simply demofd Circé-Côte as they had promissd to do when they 

-. hired her in 1903, "lorsque les besoins de service l'exigeront .... . 

Circé-Côté con tinued to work ai the new l ibrary, but by 1 9 1 7, her writings reflected 

e.aperation witb its fate at the han& of the city bureaucracy. The city wastsd undue money 

and tirne, she argued, in determining who most deserved the new jobs associated with the 

I W ~ h e  Montrul Herdd (3 Decernber 1909) had some reservations regarding the u>llection -It 
need hardly be said that this involves a somewhat different conception of the ckic libraq îkom that embodied 
in the institution that now exists. Those who desire to see the civic library run as a sort o f  annes to the night 
schools and technical classes cm hardly be expected to  hail the proposai to spend a large sum of money on a 
collection that would make it a reson of historiographers and specialist students fiom the world over But 
there is a strong movement. which will be yreatly accelerated when the city go~ernment enjoys more public 
conftdence.. ." 



new library, 1%-hen the library had so few actual books to offer its targeted population: 

Toutes Ies voix les plus autorisées se sont ilevées pour rklarner ce sans quoi une 
bibliothi.que n'a pas sa raison d'être, mais en vain. Les enchanteurs ne veulent pas 
lever le charme. Les gens par centaines s'engouffrent dans les portes d'or du palais 
des livres. Ils se jettent &amé sur le noyau qu'il s> trouve, mais c'est insuffisant 
pour calmer leur t'ringale. On est obligé d'en renvoyer une grande partie inapaisis. Au 
lieu de nous donner des livres sans retard et d'assurer dans le grand corps, qui esiste 
d'une vie chétive faite de lumière, de va-et-vient et d'Cmen~eillemeni, la source 
féconde dont nous avons besoin pour triompher de l'aridité du sol, on essaie de faire 
mousser des candidatures inopportunes et de créer des sinécures, quand le trtisor est 
vide comme les rayons de la Bibliothèque. Io' 

Similady, she seemed concerned that an administrative shuffle might push Hector Garneau. 

and perhaps herself, out of a job. It was dishonest, Circk-Côti aryued, to even consider 

removing those rvho have worked so hard to establish the library in favour of those whom 

some might consider to be "superior civil servants." '" Instead of wasting enrre  in picayune 

administrative shuming, city bureaucrats must channel their energy towards encouraging 

members of the working class to frequent the library. 

Nous attirons l'attention des dirigeants ouvriers sur 1s fait que la BibliothGque n'est 
pas assez fréquentée par la classe laborieuse ... Les ouvriers se doivent à eus-mêmes 
de fréquenter les salles de lectures spacieuses, aérées, où la tumitire est distribuée 
avec profusion. Ils ont le devoir d-y envoyer leur fils, leurs filles et d'agir en sorte 
qu' ils bknéficient les premiers, de la générosité avisées des commissaires. 'O' 

Circé-Côté argueci that, if i n d d  the intention of the public library project was to elevate the 

level of education of the working class, then al1 involved must not lose focus of this 

paramount objective. 

105~ulien Saint Michel. (pseud.) -*La Bibliothèque Municipale. Qu-on la dote de livres 
irnmediaternent au fieu de perdre son temps a faire mousser des candidatures a des postes inutiies." & 
Xfonde Ou\-rier/Labor World (29 septembre 19 1 7). 

'"~ulien Saint Michel. (pseud.) Bibliothëque Municipale.'- 
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opposition of consemative interest groups, the municipal authonties gave a green light to the 

library project, it is necessary to scrutinize the specific moment of the projeci's incrption. 

Why was there a push to open such a public space? Was this public library and al1 the rabid 

concem over nonsecular e d u d o n  intended to resist "'the forces whic h had k n  threatrniny 

the boundaries of social order since the begiming of the indumial order?"'" Dapnais 

argues that by examining the d e  municipal interventions played in the dcvelopment of 

public spaces in Montreal, one discovers that at the turn of the 20th century, the cultural li fe 

of the city \cas in the process of complete redefinition.'" And yet, if Dagenais' thesis is 

valid, then Eva's trials and tribulations as the library's first c u ~ t s ~ ~ e u r  are sirnply an 

interesting addendum to this "crucial moment" in the development of the city's public 

culture. However, before accepting Dagenais' daims concerning the importance of "public 

spaces," i t  seems important to determine what impact, if any, the librav and other such 

"public space" had on the working class - towards whom its services had ken  directed. 

THE NLNTH WONDER OF THE WORLD 

The founding of a "public" library was a particularly mnching question in Montreal 

because of the threat it posed to the Catholic church and to fundamental questions concerning 

the survival of the French-Canadian "race." This supposed secularization process was 

' " ~ h i l l i ~  H. Ennis. The Library Consumer: Panem and Trends." L i b m  Ouaneri.. (43: 176. 
1964) 

'@kat unlike. Dagemis daims. the radical changes taking place in many Konh Amencan chies. 



funowty contested by the church; in fact, the legitirnacy of a- intementions by municipal 

authontirs rewding the library was cntiqurd acnmoniously. "" The Gagnon collrction. it  

would seem, \vas considered too valuable to refuse - due to its exceptional archive of 

documents on the pre-1850 French-Canadian heritage.'" And so, Montreal's fragile first 

public libmy moved out of the realm of imminent dissolution. '" Plans for a public libran 

were linked to the larger questions of public (Le. non-denominational) education for a 

French-speaking working-class and more generally to the secularïzation of Montreal3 

French-spealiing population. It was not until 1917 that the libriq developed into the tnily 

"public" cultural centre - dreamed up by the students of the University of Laval in Montreal, 

the mernbers of the defùnct Mitu/  canadien, those of lrr Socid2 tl:-lrc/l&r/ogit? et de 

Smi.«>torcqur. la Ligue de I'rmergnemenr, l '~co le  Iirtirarre de Monrri~zi, les journalistes de 

Patrie and others. 11' Dagenais argues: "La brèche ainsi créée ouvre la voie à I 'expression 

d' uns culture publique permettant la form dation d'une pensée cri tique, dirigée notamcnt 

contre 1 ' ~ ~ l i s e  catholique; une culture publique difinie aussi en réfirence a la divcrsitk. au 

""thou& there had ken a law in place since 1890. which accorded power to municipalities t:, 
establish libraries in their jurisdictions. the laws thernselves were not sufficient (in and o f  themselves) to 
incite a movement towards their creation. 

  t or a more exhaustive play-by-play of the events surrounding the purchare o f  the collection see 
%fichele Dagenais: "Vie culrurelle." 

II2 Dagenais surmises: 'Dam wi premier temps. seuls les syndicats. les partis OU\+C~S et cenains 
milieux intellectuels tels la Ligue de l'enseignement. se prononcent en faveur d'une bibliothèque riefletnent 
publique, c'est-àdire ouverte a tous Plusieurs autres, en effet. favorisent plutôt l'érection d'une 
bibliothéque d'étude, destinée aux elites ... A hfornréal. en effet. ce n'est qu'aprés quelque trente ans de 
débats, que la ville panient enfin a se doter, elle aussi. d'une bibliothéque publique- une institution déjà 
presente dans plusieurs villes canadiennes et américaines depuis longtemps " Michele Dagenais "Vie 
culturelle." 52 
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pluralisme. a l'ouverture."' '" The financing of the new libran by municipal auùiorities had 

the effect of surrendering unto '-m w-ci pal conîrol" that which for years had k n  simply the 

initiative of individuals or distinct interest groups. What these groups al1 seemrd to have in 

cornmon was the concern that Montreal's working class n d e d  to be funnellsd through 

municipal services which would provide hem with the tools they needed to transform their 

situation, Educational reform (of which this libtary was deemed an important part ) prom ixd 

to equip "the individual" with tools to fight with in hivher struggle for survival. Capital ' - P  

progrss, it would seen could oni y be achieved if education \vas made mandatory, free and 

secular - and progress was the o d y  means for the French-Canadian "race" to survive and 

thrive. Was not Circé-Côté's project one of defining a new nationalist liberalkm in a 

political culture steeped in conservative and nationdist rhetoric? 

As Dutil has pointed out, while Laurier wvas in power, many French Canadian thinlien 

were re-evaluating Quebec's role in confederation. The notion of cultural suri-ival was on 

the tips of everyone's tongues. In conservative circles, the key to "sunival" lay in the 

redefinition of nationalisrn - so that it would retain its Catholic dimensions and the 

"distinctness" of French language on North Arnerican soil. To that end French Canada's 

survival depended on comtering the effects of urbanization and industrialization with what 

ivere conceived as the fundamental "traditional" catholic and agrïcuItural mores. This 

consemative nationalistic movement \vas one to which Circé-Côté - with her patently rouge 

anti-clerical afiliations - could not have ail ied herse1 f. Circé-Côté's sense of nationhood 

attempted to divest French Canadian 'Itradition" of its "unprogressive" Catholic components. 

II4 Michéle Dagenais: -Vie cutturelle." 53. 



I4c-r ideas straddled geographical boundaries, as s k  pushed for a "classconscious" social 

change and for "radical" ideological transformations. 

Cirçé-Côté's writings establish that the "progressive forces" behind the plans for this 

pub1 ic 1 i brary were pointed at "wenching" the French-speaking members of the working 

class fiom the %mchronistic clutches" of Montreal's clergy. For Circé-CÔté there was also 

an undeniable component of the plan that aimed at "enabiing" the working class. CircC-Côté 

barely contained her enthusiasm in 1 9 1 6: 

Le monument a vraiment grand air, sa gravité quasi austère tranche bien sur le riant 
décor de la nature a cet endroit. Avec sa lourdeur massive, il semble jeté la comme 
une digue pour enrayer l'ignorance dont le flot en se heurtant sur ce granit 
s'éparpillera en fine poussière d'eau. Chaque jour il abandonne du terrain et c'est la 
grève par une revanche des choses qui mange un peu la lame.. . "' 

Circé-CôtFs sense of what such a public institution had to offer is rendered almost 

unintelfigible by her emotion-laden prose. It seems that she felt that "words themselves" 

barelg communicated the colossal importance of such a resource. Here she pitches the 

project like an evangelical preacher, callins upon the trinity of earth, sky, and water to 

inaugurate this temple of knowledge for the soon-to-be emancipated minds of the working 

class. Do CircéCôté's peoccupations about the working class indicate a significant tum in 

radical liberal rhetoric - whch perceived and acknowledged the differences in class interests 

and a departure from the traditional classdisregarding rhetoric of radical thought in 

francophone Quekc? 

Eva seemed to harbour no il1 feelings in relation to the appointment of Hector 

I l 5  Julien Saint-  mi ch el. (pseud.) "La Bibliotheque Municipale. L'ouvrier est appelé a en béneticier 
dans un avenir peu lointain." M m  r>u- Worid. (24 juin 19 16). 



Garneau in 1916 to ~ÿhat had once been her own post as head consen:u/ezrr. Shs witzs 

M-Garneau, on le dirait, Fut presque "choisi de toute éternité" pour Stre le 
conservateur de la bibliotheque de Montréal ...Libéral, averti, esprit large. il ne barrera 
pas la route au talent en refusant a tout cerveau chercheur les matinaux nicessaires 
a l'élaboration d'une oeuvre de vie, il ne contrariera pas l'idéal des âmes ginireuses 
et saura domer à tous avec un dosage savant les éléments nécessaires a leur formation 
intellectuelle. '16 

The grandson of  François-Xavier Garneau, who was oflen lauded as the greatest writer of 19 '" 

C e n t q  French Canada and its most important historian, Hector Garneau was by nwessih 

associated wïth documents that '.brought pride" to the French Canadian race. Circé-Côté 

argued that he was both erudite and well educated in al1 the relevant branches of human 

knowledge. But most importantly, Garneau understood the fundamentaf pnnciples at stakr; 

hr was of the opinion that knowledge needed to be democratized so that a working-class 

people could have-information at their disposai. As CirceCôté pointed oui: '-il est d'avis que 

Ir peuple qui régnera un jour doit comme tout héritier présomptif sr préparer au pouvoir en 

s'instruisant a fond. Autrement, nous ne ferions que changer de tyrannie." Circé-côté was 

certain1 y perceiving differences in class interests - acknowledging that some classes were 

exploited by othen. Her activities and editorials suggest that she was concerned with the 

economic and social effects o f  industrialization. But what was the extent of this concern? 

Whereas Dagenais has argued that this municipal and thereby "public" emergence of 

the library is all-important, and (even in hindsight) Circé-Côié's unrnitigated enthusiasrn for 

I Ib Julien Saint-Michel. (pseud.) -La Bibliotheque Municipale." 

' "julien Saint-Michel. (pseud.) -La Bibliotheque Municipale." 



the project is certainly conragious, one 1s stilï lefi to wonder what such a libran rruh. n w ~ t z f  

to Montreal's worrking-class population. In a study of the condition of the working class in 

Montreal from 1897 to 1929, Terry Copp argues that the working class \vas unmovrd and 

relatively unaffected by thr arguments between the clergy and Montreal's elitr liberals 

re-garding plebeian levels of literacy, education, and "lack of culture." l "  Copp disputes the 

efforts of various historians to hold the Catholic church "responsible" for the '-backwardnrss 

or retardation" of Quebec's educational system and more generally for a monolithic and 

reactionary stance against Montreal's educational development: 

Throughout the first IWO decades of the century and intermittently thereafier, an 
acrimonious debate between supporters of church controlled and state controlled 
schools did poison the atmosphere of French Canadian society This debate, howver, 
was largely concocted out of the ideoiogical preoçcupations of French Canadian 
intellectuals, not from an analysis of the stren@hs and weaknesses of the school 
system.. . . 119 

As Copp points out rather baldly, the important "point" is to determine d iu r  uccfw//y 

Whereas it seems puerile to assume tbat anythmg thought by the upper classes would simply 

be misguided and thereby have haphazard or insignificant conssquencss for the working 

class, Copp's question is a pregnant one. As it turns out, despite the acrimonious debates 

behvtxn the Suipicians and those who fell into anti-clerical camps, any problems associated 

with Montreai's Catholic school system had more to do with under-funding and the basic 

1 I R  Teny Copp. The An-mv of Povertv: The Condition of  the Wodïinn - Cfass in ,Montreal 1897- 
1929 (Toronto. McClelland %: Stewart, 1974) 

II')  Copp, The m o m v  of Poverty, 59. 

120 Copp, The of Poverty, 6û. 
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problem of school finances ùian with the unprogressive tendencies of the Catholic church. 

Uninterested in the debates which adâresseà the Church's "unprogressive" teaching methods 

(shutting out any detailed encounter with Enlightenrnent thought) Copp goes so far as to 

argue that the r d  problem with respect to Catholic education in Monireal \vas its sharp 

division dong class lines. The Catholic upper classes, he points out wi th an acc wing finger, 

did not tend to send their children to public schmls and thereby had iittie interest in the 

qualiiy of pubiic education. 

While Copp's point is certainly provocative, it needs to be coupled with a subtler 

mamination of those who pushed for change in education, in order to determine what was 

imagined and learned about the working class (which in turn shaped the way the bourgeoisie 

thought about themselves and vice versa) Why did certain preoccupations arise and devdop 

into movements and policies which were aimed at the working class at the tum of the 

centu-? Who developed and led them? As Valverde has soundly explained, there is very 

littlr secondary literature on the constitution of the English-Canadian bourgeoisie at the 

social and cultural levrils (as opposed to the economic formations traced in business 

history)."' This statement applies to French Canada as well. 

Circé-Côté shared some ground with a "reforrnist" school of thought. She certainly 

patronid the working class, claiming that it was in dire need of acculturation and general 

"irnprovernent." Her involvement with the municipal library was Circé-Côté's first concerted 

effort (besides her work as a jounalist) to trigger such a process of reform. 

... c'est un peu parce que nous n'avons pas de bibliothèque plus tôt, que nous avons 

t''~alverdz of Linht, S o a ~  and Water. 1 S. 



eu des hommes incompétents qui ont mal adrninistr6 les affaires publiques. 
L'ignorance a autant de part que l'improbité dans le désarroi de nos finances et 1 'on 
ne peut pas s'attendre à améliorer l'état de choses avec un dtictorat illettré ... Tout 
rentier ou capitôliste peut se payer le tue d'une bibliothèque quand cela lui plaît. 
mais il n'est pas à la portée du prolétaire de dépenser plusieurs dollars par mois pour 
alimenter son cerveau, '= 

There is a sense of imrnediacy in al1 her statements about the l i b r q ,  whic h suggests that 

Circé-Côté thought that Montreal had fallen behind other "more progressive" regions in 

Norîh Arnenca Circé-CÔté faussed her energies on a '3jump-startinf of educational rrform 

that would "inevitably" shake the region out of political inactivity and apathy and allow 

French Cana& to "catch-up" with English-speahng North Amena. But as Duti 1 has pointed 

out in his study of Godfroy Langlois, the slogan '.we have fdlen behins' was hardly a 

patriotic cal1 to "pride and courage.'*'" Was Circé-Côté, not uniike Langlois' having 

dificulty adapting old radical ideas to new times? 

in many ways it would S m  that the foundation of this Iibrary can be located within 

other efforts of topdown social reform. The fibrary might have been considered to have the 

potential to restrain the "dangerous worliing-class" inhibiting the chances of unscrupuIous 

politicians who mifht tead the unlearned astray. Circé-Côté seems to have thought that the 

library would provide a stabilizing agent in a society that assumed that the common "man" 

(if @ven the right motivation and conditions) would develop an interest in cultural matters. 

Wâs CircS-Côtti hoping to inâuce worC;ing4w people to pull themselves upward - morally 

and intellectualIy - by their bootstraps? Was her library envisioned as a civilizing and 

19-' "julien Saint-Michel. (pseud.) -La Bibliotheque municipale." 

123 Dutil. Pe\<lTc -. 7 1. 
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stabiliang agent for Montreal? Can we accept that Circé-Côri's involvenient in this project 

ivas simply an effort to have the underclass read and undentand questions of social order? 

Did CircéCôté hope ;haî "Wucation" would be the panacea for al1 of French Canadis ills'? 

As the previous quote suggests, the Iibrary was to seive to "improve and enable" the working 

class by arming them with -legitimate7' twls ivith which to challenge Montreal's compt 

pl itical order. And simul taneously, in an editonai she penned for Le MJ~& Ozwrier in 

19 17. she wote: "On a célébré à l'envie les beautés de notre bibliothèque qui deviendra sous 

peu la neuvième merveille du monde. Toutes les fées furent invitées à son bapteme pour la 

doter des dons les plus précieux...""' Could she have anticipated that there would perhaps 

be more fairies at the l ib rw than an ovenvorked and underpaid worliingclass folk? 

On some levels, because of Circé-CÔté's liberal tendencies, it  seems like she would 

have concurred with William Churchill thai "To a very great extent, the librarian is custodian 

of public mords and the mouider of public men." '" However, as time went bu, librarians al1 

across North America were forced to aclinowledge that the libraries, in most cases, had an 

invisible public and that their "uplift theory" had proved inoperative. The exalted daims for 

libraries as cultural laboratones did not pan out. As years went by, one wouid assume that 

(given her high expectations) Circé-Côté might have becorne beaten and demoralized - 

forced to r e b a t  into a municipal employee7s bureaucratie shell. Her editorials on the subject 

in 19 17 signal a level of disillusionment with how the municipal govemment ivas handling 

""~ulien Saint .Michel. (pseud.) ..La Bibliotheque Municipale. Qu'on la dote de lirres 
immédiatement au lieu de  perdre son temps a faire mousser des candidatures à des postes inutiles." & 
Monde OuMiedLabor World (29 septembre 19 1 7). 

" '~h~lmers  Hadley, Whv Do We Need a Public Library? (Chicago: -4merica.n Librnry Association, 
1910). 18. 
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such a "progressive accomplishrnent." Was CirckCÔté forced to recogmze that her ambitious 

liberal plans to educate the working class via a public library could not be sustained in 

Montreal's uoubled economy? There is certainly an ambiguity at this stage. in thnt Circe- 

Côtk has not defined in clear terrns whai workers \\III do with d l  k i r  new found knowledgr. 

It would seem that in many ways, as Dutil has also suggested, it was in the funous 

debates conceming municipal politics in Montreai that radical politics were being redefined. 

What we see in Circé-C6té's writings are connections linking radical ideals in the nineteenth 

century - a rouge glorification of the ideals of Iiberîy, equality and fraternity - with the 

social concerns of the twentieth, in particuiar those relating to wornen and workers. Was 

Circé-Côté trying to constnict a new liberal ideology by attempting to address and include 

the ne& of the working ciass? The anticlericalisrn thaî surfixes in the vigorous debates with 

regards to a secular education system indicates that Laurier's pronouncernent of the "death" 

of the rouge politics associated with the /nslirur cun~~dien might have ken  premature. So, 

too, does the apparent attempt bÿ Circé-Côté to Iink French-Canadian nationalism to 

working-class cultural li fe. 

To answer only a few of these questions, further e.xamination of Circé-Côté's thought 

with regards to the working class is crucial. Thankfuilg, it wJas at this juncture in Montreal's 

history that Circé-Côté decided to take a new approach to social refonn which required a 

voyage into the world of the working class - one which must have both complemented and 

conflicted with her role as an assistant librarian. In 19 16 Circé-Côté donned a new identity 

as "Julien Saint-MicheI" and began to write weekly for Le :\donde Ouvrier. 



CtL4PTER THREE 

FR031 FE31 31 E DE LETTRES TO FEMME DI: PEUPLE: Eva Circi-CÔîi's Feminum ( 1900-1 940) 

From 1900 - 1940 the subject oflhis study wrote about feminisrn as though it \vould 

inducs a tidaf movement in the w f w u f  c.vulutrun of male'femals relations. E\ a Circ&CÔti. 

as a woman journalisi, chose to de& al1 of the known female'feminist catryon'saiions of her 

tirne.' Donning a cloak iniended to mask her identity, she became an unciassifiabie hybnd. 

a working-class man and distinguished society lady al1 in one. Throwing idrntity politics into 

rrn banassing disarray . w hile entrenching certain precrpts of gcndrr.Clas~'rac<: ideologics in 

a netrl) constructed space, this frminist journalist confronted the public'private divide with 

more than a pen and paper. 

When '-Eva CircC first burst ont0 the literary scene in Montreal in 1901. her 

maternai-feminist witing \vas hoisted alofi by her contemporaries.' She \vas iauded for 

!AS Marie Labige  and Yolande Pinard have assened. (in -Travail et mouvement des kmmes: une 
histoire ~isible." Travailleuses et . . .  . - .  

féministes Les femmes dans la societe a u e b e c o i ~  (Montreal: Boréal 
Express. 1983). 5 5 ) .  feminist "victoriesw in Quebec should not be attributed to a srnaII number of the female 
bourseoisie In studling Circé-Côte's feminist ideas for f.e Xloud'' Orn~icr. I rnake no effort to  glorifi- o r  
"heroize" her contributions to the feminist movement as such Rather. it is by esaminin2 her wriiing 
crrrrcal!a-. in terms of its relation t o  themes like race and class. that we can begin to understand feminist 
"bictories" in Montreal while simultaneously addressino its "failures " 

3 

-Matemal tèminism is a terrn used in kminist scholarship to outline some of  the movement's "eariy" 
strate~ies/'idmlogies. It c m  best be described as  a conviction (and thereby a p r a ~ i s  for action) that women. in 
thcir capacity as mothers. have "innate" qualities which make them better cducatorsfsocial workers than 
men Because of these "inherent qualities." those wonien Iocated within rhe cate_uonzation of "maternal- 
krninist." have tended to argue chat w m n t  are best endowed to "reform" society Karine Heben elaborates. 
"Le maternalisme peut être brièvement défini comme une categoric d'analyse utilisée pour qualifier certains 
moutements fiminins du début du siécle. a savoir ceus qui. justement. se caractcirisaient par la place 
fondamentale de la matemite dans leur bision du monde et par l'utilisation de la maternité dans leur 
arsumentation Les femmes engagées dans ces mouvements souhaitaient élargir le champ des  responsabilitës 
qu'elles détenaient deja dans la famille a l'ensemble de  la société. En fait. le maternaiisme permet de 
distin-er les groupes de  femmes pour qui la maternité constituait une priorité idéologique. d e  ceux qui 
niaient ou ignoraient cette réalitti physique des femmes pair plutôt mettre l'accent sur une recherche de 
I'ti~alité. "Une orgmisation maternaiiste au Québec. la fédération national Saint-Jean-Baptiste et la bataille 
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having set a -hi& standard as witer and rnoralist, providing "an esample" for otlier 

bourgeois French-Canadian women whose voices w r e  slowiy, in man' cases grudgingiy. 

being accépted into the public sphere. And yet. ten years into a successful carrer as a 

profrssional woman librarian and Frrnnzr rlr fcrrres, she was propellrd out of the spotlight. 

Abandoning her midd1e:'upper class public and all the attendant accolades, she hid her 

identity under the blanket of shadowu. Re-inventing herxl f as a "dis-empowvered" workin- 

ciass male, she spent the rest of her life wrïting in literary drag for Itlontreal's bilingual 

labour journal. 

Circé-CÔté provides us with a glimpse into four definitional decades in tMontrral's 

history of feminisrn. Provocativeiy, this journalist felt that the progress and riwlltf~wt of the 

ferninist component ofher acactivity would be met with more success if shr appropriated the 

t oice of a workingclass man. Can ive take it for p t e d  that CircC-Côte's class and prnder, 

the trappings of what becamr a (secret) private life. had hindered hrr ability to e'iercise her 

pub1 ic wil!? Or \vas her decision moiivated by a new political strate); which combinsd 

patronizing doses of rnissionaq zeal with didactic social and cultural reform of the workine 

class? This chapter is an effort to track and conte.utualizr frminist themes in hrr writing for 

L e  dfurdr Oiwrrer and to determine whether her choicr to \Mite for this working-class 

nawspaper spe& to the issue of her feminism or whether it is more liliely to be rdatrd to 

her ambitions as a social reformeri'socialist.' In so doing 1 wili put fonh some tentative 

pour le vote des femmes," Revue d'histoire de I'aménaue francaisr 52 . 3 (N'inter 1999). 3 16 

'one out of every six ot-her editorials addressecf issues that specitically pertained to the rishts of 
wornen or the conditions of worCiing women. See Appendix C for cornpiete listing 



conclusions with regards to Circé-Côté's motives for assuming this \srorking-class identity 

and demonstrate the ramifications it had on her rolr as an advoçate of feminist ideals. This 

chapter touches on Circé-Côtk's early feminist witing published in her compilation Bleu. 

Blanc- R o u s  ( 1903) and then delves into her feminist thought as it \vas developed for Le 

.I~funJr Ouvrier ( 1 9 16- 1943). 1 \M'Il attempt to step back from Circé-Côté's "progressive" 

rvoiutionary feminist framework and try to understand her feminist politics. 

Historians of the feminist movernent oAen brandish moments in "women's strugglr 

for equality" like placards at a rally. Unfortunately, this leaves readers with a series of 

-*historical" studies which twin the unrelenting "continuity" of feminist strugglr with its 

study, as though they might be one and the same: sisters in m s !  Conclusions are sornetimes 

predetermined: we k o m e  guiIty of an ahis~orical championin- of thal which we have 

prejudged to be --the progressive cause of feminism."' Joan Scott, in her especially 

provocative study Onlv Pwdoxes to Offer, compares this trend in scholarship with what she 

describes as an outmoded " 19th Crntwy" approach: 

... feminists constructed a history to parallel the geat evolutionary histories of their 
&y. They wrote a teJeological story of cumulative progress toward an ever-el usive 
goal; a story in which women inevitably found the means within themselves to 
struggle against their exclusion from democratic politics: a story in which the 
imaginative identification of ferninists with the disparate and discontinuous actions 
of wornen in the p s t  became an orderly and continuous histon'cal tradition.' 

This type of scholarship establishes an evolution~~positi~~ist.'progressivisi "moral" lesson 

1 This problern persists despite effons to acknowledge the different relationships womcn had wïth 
the feminist movenient in North America which were defineâ by a woman's race and her class (and 
combinations of the two). 

 con. Q& Par- ( Cambridge and London: Hurard University Press. 1996). 1 .  



\\:hich in some respects mimics, but does not necessarily do justice tot the early struggles and 

idras of p s t  "feminist" men/women As Sçott points out. tbis approach can prrvent us frvm 

seeing the contradictions and repetitions which in some cases doom o w  poli tical goals. " 

Micheline Dumont broaches the issue from another angle. In hsr artick. "The 

Origins of the Women's Movement in Quekc,"  she compares the history of French- 

Canadian feminisrn to that of English-Canadian feminism and highlights sornt: v e p  

important disj unctures. ' Dumont argues that the conventional periodizat ion of the women 's 

mo\,ement in North Amenca b s  created a bamer to placing or understanding the 

esperiences of Quebec feminists. Traditional feminist historiography, as such, has argued 

that feminism developed -'late" in Quebec - a perspective that Dumont srnphatically 

critiques: 

Two concepts are frequently put fonvard to explain and situatr Quebsc feminism: 
its latcnsss in appearing. in cornparison to Canadian feminism, and its close. ofirn 
privilsged, ties with Catholicism and nationalism ... This concept of tardiness, 
however, has obscureci too many analyses and explanations .... O h  feminism is svsn 
presented as a shoot from some foreign root badly planted in Quebec soil.' 

Dumont brings up an important question: where d o  feminist ideas corne from? Who can talie 

credi~blarne for their initial articu!ation/'origination? Wh? wzre t h q  brought into the fore 

6 Despite the s u c ~ e s s  o f  suffrayists in securing the vote for women, our inahility to secure equal 
representation in our pol i t id  institutions is perhaps one o f  many exampies of inherent problems - both in 
feminist ideological conceptualization and strate9 

-7 

Micheline Dumont, "The Ongins of the Women's Movement in Quebec," in Constance Backhouse 
and David H Fiahertly. a is . .  ch al le ne in^^ Times The Women's Xlovement in Canada and the I .:nit& Statq. 
rrans Carol Cochrane ( Montreal and Kinoston- McGill-Queen's University Press. 1992). 395422 

R Dumont. "Oricjns." 77-78. 



An& Lévesque was the first historian to -outt' Eva Circk-CÔtS ( the controversial 

iibrarian) as Julien Saint-Michel (the feminist labour journalist). Lkvrsque's two articles. 

which focw on Circé-Côté's wri ting for Le M ~ n c / c '  Ouvrier. painstakingly siddress a num ber 

of interesting themes and must be considered invaluable tex% for anyons interesteci in this 

topic." She characterizes Circé-Côté's writing for L e  ,\,fonde Omttlcr in the follo\\ing 

manner: 

Critique de l'administration municipale, apôtre de la formation professionelle des 
filles et des garçons, observatrice de la vie urbaine et de ia modernisaiion de 
 montréa al, elle ne manque jamais une occasion de dénoncer les injustices 
économiques et sociales et de promouvoir la condition ferninine. Son pseudonyme 
masculin, Julien Saint-Michel, autorise-t-il l'audace de ses propos, lui permet-il 
d'être la seule journaliste a ne pas être reléguée a la page féminine?'" 

Ltivrsque argues that CirciCÔté, a tireless champion of Montreal's disenhnchised and 

uneducated poor, usrd her "male identity'. to flght against racism. defend the rights of 

workers. and promote the cause of suffrage for women in Quebec. LCvssque suygests that 

Circi-Côté ernbodiss al1 that is urbane, modern, and progressive about early twentieth- 

cent u n  Montreal. ' ' In a Quebec long represented as '-traditional," Lévesque argues that 

9 Lévesque puis it eioquently:  va Circé-CÔte Fondatrice," ( 148). "Pour avoir multiplie ses 
combats, pour s'être eftàcée demere des noms d'emprunt. Éva Circé-Côté est presque tombee dans l'oubli." 
The other anicie has been published twice: the first time it was entitled "Les Québécoises et leur citoyenneté. 
La citoyenneté selon Eva Circé-Côté." in Hans Llrich Jost, Xfonique Pa\illon and François Vallotton. eds . 
La ~olitiaue des droits. Citovennetë et connmction des genres aux 19e et 20e siéctg. (Paris: Éditions Kimë. 
1993). and. the second time it was published in her book Résiaance et Trans~ression: Études en histoire deg 
femmes air O u e k ,  (Montréal - les éditions du remue-ménaoe. I 9 9 5 )  

' "~eves~ue. '-Éva Circé-Cote: Fondatrice." 159. 

"in -Revisionkm and the Search for a S o d  Society: A Critique of Recent Quebec Historicd 
Writing," Ronald Rudin argues that between 1 970- 1 990, while political initiatives from Quebec had the 
effect of accentuahg the distinctiveness of the province. Quebec's hinonans were going to enormous 
Iengths to show that Quebec was a 'normal society.' This school of historians had begun to reject a model of 
Q u e k  history that had dominated since the middle of the nineteenth century. He States: "It is perhaps 
understandable at a time when Quebeckers are trying to build a modern, pluralistic Society that Quebec 



Circé-Côté stands out as an esample of al1 that was modern - a cmsader against Qusbsc's 

religious and rural values and traditions. Ltivesque's general portrriit of Circk-CÔtÈ's worli 

for IL rMmde Ouvrier takes the fom of a triumphalia nanarive. '' By em bracing al 1 that was 

dermrd to be '-modern" in the period under question, Circé-Cote as reconstnicied by 

Lkvesque was by necessity at odds with ail that rnight be deemed traditional. From 19 16- 

1 93 8, Lévesque argues, Circé-Côté's work can be undentood as being loose1y undrr four 

mbrics: modemity, education, democracy and feminism. I 3  In this chapter, I w i l l  focus on rwo 

of the four themes: Circé-Côté's feminism and her sense of modemity. 

Despite a11 of her efforts to use Circé-Côté as an indisputable sign of twntieth- 

century Montreal's urbanity and modernity, Lévesque's most provocative point concerns 

the  perpiexing "evolution" of Circk-Côté's ferninist ideoioby. Lévesque explains that 

throughout her years of writing about feminism for LL' !\I/OnL/c' Ouvrier. Circk-CôtG sat 

squarely on the dividing line behveen two patently contradictory schools of thought: 

historians would be attracted to a view of the past in which there was conflict between the classes. but not 
between linpistic OF ethnic groups " Perhaps her efforts to portray hou- 'modern and normal" CiraiCôte 
was as a ferninist foremother. Lévesque has underplayed a more critical. site-specific examination of Circe- 
Côté's ideas - even in relation to the very themes she outlines, includino -rnodemity" and "feminism " Rudin 
elaborates. -The revisionist historians deeply resented the(se) various depictions of Quebec's rural pst. 
which were tainted with defeat and inferiority. These individuals had corne to age in the 1960s in the  midst of 
the modernization of a uide riinse of institutions during the Quiet Revolution. They nanirally looked to the 
past for the roots of a vibrant society. but since al1 things rural had been stigm~tized as sornehow backward 
they were forced to turn their sights to a past that was profoundly urban." -dian Historical Review. 71. 1 
(March, 1992). 30.43 and 13. 

"~evesque adminedly concedes the  eugenic strains of Circe-Cote feminist and French-Canadian 
cultural thouyht. "Pour les chômeurs, elle préconisera le contrôle des naissances et même l'abstinence ... Ses 
prises de position matérialistes et même parfois eugénistes. panagées par plusieurs esprits avancés dc 
I'epoque, la situent nettement en marge du discours dominant dans une société qui se vantait de maintenir le 
taux d e  natalite le pius éieve du monde occidental.- Lévesque. -QQ. 552. Lévesque 
argues that overall, Circé-Cote was an "anti-racist." This, l uill counter. is an oversimplification which 
understates some of the important contradictions in Circé-Côte's work. 

I a Lévesque,  va Circé-Côte: Fondatrice." 88. 



On a habituellement rang6 les arguments pour les droits des femmes sous une des 
deux ktiquettes: égalité ou différence. Dans toute action collective en faveur de 
1-e-dité, soit dans le Code civil, soit dans les orCgmisations ouvrifres. soit enfin dans 
les mouvements politiques, il faudra démêler I'Ccheveau de t Ygaii tt! des droits et de 
la diffërence des rôles. Or il se trouve fort peu de féministes qui adhiràent de façon 
exclusive a une seule de ces catégories. ..Il était une époque où l'on pouvait tout a la 
fois êtrz égalitaire et essentialiae. '" 

Lévesque here rnakes an incisive point: Circé-CÔté, while insisting on the interchangeability 

. . 
of sexuai r o k  w u i d  also invoke chataçtenstics of what she considered to be an "essential 

ferninine nature," without an). çoncem that there might be a contradiction betwen the two 

strategies. LCvesque poses the question: How can one muge whether there has been an 

"~evolution" in CircéCÔté's feminist thought ovrr the decades in question. ifshe srtmrtd to 

be using the same combination of (seemingly irreconcilable) strategies in 1900 as she was 

in the iate 1930s? 1 would argue that LCvesque's vaiuable point begs a more important 

question: Why would we presume that there would n c d  to be a progressive --evolution" to 

her feminist politics and tactics? 

Definitions of the word --ferninism" have tend4 to presuppox both broad uniw-sals 

and infinite parhcularities. One of multiple contemporary definitions of the t e m  "feminist" 

was penned by Francine Descam-es-Bélanger in a publication by the Insrrrur Chnudien de 

Rcchcxhe~  SUT les fimies: "[a] new vision of socieîy, feminism, in its broadest sense, is 

essentially a social movement airned at putting an end to oppression of women in our 

societies, while the point of consensus of women's stuâies is a desirr to produce renewed 

and integrated Iearning apt to contribute both to sliminating the androcentn'c 

'"~eves~ue.  -Les Quebecoises et leur citoyennet&" 95. 



perspective ... and to redefining new male-female relationships.-!' The word feminisrn has 

too ofien been misused to embody a certain, progressive. and "incontestablr" mord logic 

with an unstoppable evohionary momentun. l6 Are we confident that we have undemood 

its ideologhd "parturition" (its juncture in al1 its cornplexity) with its liberal and capitalist 

iMarie Lavigne and Yolande Pinard have chargeà that the feminist movrmeni in 

Quebec has k e n  studied in such a ivay as to rob its history of al1 'global" and '-cornples" 

social ramifications. The history, they argue, offers oniy a superficial recounting of changes 

taking place from "topdom" political terrain: 

Le mouvement des femmes n'est pas homogène: de multiples tendances s'y 
expriment, et le f6minismr: n'en est qu'une parmi d'autres. avec son éventail 
d'approches théoriques et de solutions pratiques. Organisé, il revêt une dimension 
politique susceptible de modifier le statut des femmes dans la sociéte. il peut tout 
aussi bien, dans ses diverses fractions, se réclamer du statu quo, adopter une voie 
réformiste ou s'aligner sur une position plus radicale de remise en question de la 
société capitaliste et patriarcale ... Les luttes menées par les ouvrières contre leur 
exploitation économique sont considérées comme des luttes politiques et elles 
s'inscrivent au même titre que les luttes fkministes dans le mouvement des 
femmes. l 7  

1 5  Francine Descames-Bélanger, "Assessrnent and Challenges of Women's Studies in Quebec,'- in 
Francine Descarries-Bélanyer et Micheline de Sève. eds.. feminist wrs~ect ives féministes- Bilan et 
pemectives de recherches féministes 3 ( 1985). 33 

IO Marie Lavigne and Yolande Pinard point to a long histo- of female '-movement formino" in 
Quebec. However, these movements did no; have -feminist'' mandates. They esplain: "Les associations 
féministes qui surgissent a partir des années 1890 ne constituent pas en soi la premikre expression d'un 
mouvement organisé de femmes au Québec. Rappelons les manifestations des -menaoeres" contre la cherté 
du pain sous le rigime fiançais, la participation des femmes aux événements de 1837 et 1838. les oeuvres de 
charité laïques ou intégrées dans les communautés reli_uieuses qui reflètent le potentiel d'orgmisation des 
femmes Autant d'éléments essentiels a la compréhension d e  I'espén'ence de groupes de femmes En ce sens. 
la naissance du mouvement féministe a l'aube du Zûe siécle s'enracine dans une tradition d'intervention 
collective qui a souvent revêtu une forme organisée " Lakipe and Pinard "Travail et mouvement." 33. 

17 La\ipe amd Pinard. "Travail et mouvemen~" 3 7 
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It is because of these arnbiguities and questions that we iised to go back to "the begiming" 

to determine how definitions o f  feminism were initialiy structured and understood Most 

importantly. we need to look at our feminist forernothers as whole. compks  beings 

conditioned by their times. Nliile it has oflen been argued that the b iopphica l  approach 

to the study of history is elitisi, 1 hope to demonstrate that when it is combined with ad hoc 

newspaper editorials witten by an a u t d d a c t i c  joumalist, it can offer insight into the tiines 

and themes in question These e d i t o d s  address &y-today pmblems of communal conccrn. 

As was outlined in the introduction, throughout her life-time, Circé-Côté receivrd 

a number of substantial public accolades - for sume of her writings. I< \vas as a younp 

wunrm that she received praise from the nuns at the Lachine convent who described her 

schooi work in such glowing ternis that she gained public notorieh." It \vas as a young 

single wumun that she received acclamations in several newspapers for her published book 

of essays and poetq. In addition to this, as a w o m ,  she won @es for three of her plays - 

in a variety of play-\witing competitions. In later years, she was inducted into various "hall 

of fame" anthologies, where her role, as a wonlun, in the foundation of Montreal's first 

public library, is more than proudly underlined. ïhese  iaurrls, however, did not follow 

CircéCôté evqwhere  she went. Rather, in the mid 1900s she had begun to shed this safe 

cocoon in favow of  a journey into uncharted territoq. Julien Saint-Michel. the workinp 

class --man'' received no such recognition or  a~ttards for h e r h s  writing for the working-class 

undeworld of Le :Llurde Orwrkr. Re-constructing the turn-of-the-centun; feminist past is 

I8As m m i d  in the introduction, she received the Governor General's prize for French-language 
literamre. 
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a dificult project EM CircéCÔt6 w-as a ferninia wbo sat aivkxardly on the precipice of the 

publicjprivate divide. A historian is forced to inte-te tiny fragments of information and 

"dead spaces" in the chronology - where absolutely no information can be found. In 

studying a member of the "workingclass," these problems are compounded tenfold. 

FROM LSNGCIIS~YG LOTUS EATERS TO ELARD WORKKYG PATRIOTS: 
CircKôté's nira of the century feminism 

Although at the time she was in her early thirties, single and childless, in Circk- 

Côti's earliest cditorial on the subject of feminism, she assumes the tone of an 

overprotective _mnd-mother. '" If anti-feminist sentiment \vas to be an integral component 

of FrenchSanada's conservative clerico-nationalism, Circé-Côte seems to have argued, it 

would create a ciimate that was inhospitable to the "healthy" evolution of the French- 

Canadian race. French-Canadian men, who argue that women should not bt: allowed into 

the public sphere, are simply not "well" and need to be "cured" of what might have caused 

their "delusions." Circé-Côté conciudes her diagosis: "a simple case of atavism" is the 

cause of the "painful physical distress" amicting Montreal's anti-feminists. in a tone that 

seems best described as "matronizing," she indicates that she has "little patience" for men 

who believs that women should be confined to the private sphere. Shs elaborated: 

Je n'y crois pas, aux dangereux paradoxes que vous émettez en faveur de l 'ignorance 
fém inine, paradoxes dont j 'hésite a sonder la subversive profondeur.. . .A 1 'homme 
moderne, il faut le type de la femme fnde-siècle, fouillé par le ciseau d'un artiste 
prob~essif: le temps. instruite toujours. philosophe un tantinet, artiste, musicienne. 

19 Colombine (pseud.) "Les Femmes de Lettres." Bleu. R o w .  72-75. 



si l'on veut, ce qui n'esclut pas la sensibilité, la bonti. le dévouement et la fidtiliti- 
au contaire.'" 

If anti-feminism was indeed a "sickness," Circé-Côté had devised a metaphorical home 

remedy. At the tm-of-thecentury she \vas taking the ''science'- of tender differentiation 

into her own hands. This editorial, published in her collection Ble~Blanc. R o u  marks a 

definitional moment in her feminist thought." For the next fom yean. CirctCôté 

continued to package her feminist ideology as "scientific" and "modem." As a necessaq 

consequence, those who opposed her views were "unheafthy" or stuck in the "middk ages.-' 

Gender roIes had k e n  dividai and aegorïzed by Victorian and Edwardian science 

at the tum of the twentieth century. Ernotional cornmitment to wornen's place in the home 

had been substantiated by scientific research into sex differences. Science had provided 

justification for refusing wornen's rights - on the grounds that women and men had different 

physical and psychological capac i t i e~ .~  fane Lewis discusses this scientific trend: 

'"~olornbine (pseud.) -Les Femmes de Lettres..' w . 7 4 -  

2 1 In this sarne editorial. Colombine (pseud.) points out that women have abiiiries to communicate a 
whole realm of actiwty ignored by men. This on its oun. she argues, should be enough to make women 
"worthy" of public participation. "Tandis que son pied mignon ayite le berceau ou dort. les poings fermés, 
un beau chérubin rose, la main peut courir sur le papier. pour y jeter le trop plein d'un m r .  que le man. 
souvent léger et indifferent, néglige de recueillir Ah l ces jouissances sont sans remords! Et le champ de la 
pensée est si vaste a explorer." Colombine (pseud.) "Les Femmes de Lettres." Bleu. Blanc. R o u ,  75. 
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"Andrée k e s q u e  has described the manner in which medicine and then pschyoanaiysis 
appropriated sender and sexuality in Quebec durincp this time period: "Since the nineteenth century, the 
docior had shared with the pn'est the secrets of the most intimate activities. So less than the priests, the 
physicians were aware of their power. .*ides published in the medicd journals were directeci toward a 
limited audience. to be sure. but they extended beyond the pages of scientific publications. The editor-in- 
chief of /. ' lhhr  mic/icufe, Dr. Albert Le Sage, reprinted a lecture he gave in Venice in 1936, in which he 
esplained fiilly r h e  social influence of the medicaf press " It "spreads culture, shapes and directs opinion." 
and accornplishes a "hygenic and moraln task.. .Skilleâ medical advice would often be called upon in social 
and econornic areas. A naive faith in medical traininy rendered doctors qualifed to yive their verdicts on the 
art of child-rearing, g o 4  housekeepin_p, education, work, and the political role of women. Elevated to the 
status of experts in a number of areas, doctors at times held important public offices at City Hall or in the 
Legislative Assernbly, where thq, made about IO  percent of the members ... manp doctors came fiom 



Perhaps the most influential work on ses differences on both sides of the Atlantic 
during the late nineteenth century tsas that of Herbert Spencer, whose analysis neatly 
j ustitied the position of the rniddle~lass Victorian woman as he found it. He argurd 
that sex roles were a product of mankind's successful adaptation to social survivnl. 
Thus îhe cihision of labour was the hallmark of social progess and a reflection of 
organic Iaw3 

Whilr it is not my intention to %lame" Herben Spencer for championing inequal ity ktween 

the sexes, and wbile Jane Lewis' interpretation of Spencer's position on sesual differences 

is somewhat over-sirnpfified, 1 am afirming that Spencer's work had a rolr in dcfining the 

"rvol utiona j' parameters within which the sexes were "+divide&- and their "evolutionary 

potentiai" assessed." Spencer's critique of Victorian woman's subordinate place in 

mariage is articulatecl in the first edition of his Social S m  ( MO), but not in the revised 

version published in 1894. in %id S e  Spencer reveds his s~ppon of women's political 

and social emancipation, imagining a society where women would be free to define for 

themselves the proper sphere of their activities. However, afier a nenious breakdown in 

1 853, Spencer made a substantial retreat from these feminist principles. He began to argue 

wornen's natural inferiority, substantiating his analysis by using "the doctrine'' of evolution 

proaminent Quebec families and were allied to the upper economic classes. something that added only more 
weight to what they had to  say " Il.iakinn Br the Ru les- N'amen i n Ouebec. 19 1 9- 1939 (Toronto 
McClelland and Stewart, 1994), 13-1 4. 

-3~ane Lewis. "'Motherhood issues' in the laie Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries" in Katherine 
. h u p .  h d r é e  Lblesque and Ruth Roach Pierson eds.. P e l i v m  %lo ihhood .  Maternai fdeologies and 
Practices in the 1 and 20& Cenu& (London and Kew York: Routledge. 1990). 3 4 .  

%inq L. Paxton's rnidy of George Eliot and Herbert Spencer's relationship provides fascinatting 
insight into the complexity of Spencer's efforts to define a sexual division of labour in relation CO the 
evolution of the race She explains: -As eady as 1854. we can observe - uith the advanrage of hindsight - 
how evolutional theory prompted Spencer to redefine the meaning of gender by reassessing women's place 
in nature ...in Spencer's andysis of human sexuaiity, then, we can see his unexamuied belief thai humans are 
cornpelled by the same evolutionary forces which operate "among al1 lower forms of  life. uncontrolled by 
commands, traditions, or creeds.. " -t a d  Herbert Stiençer- Feminism. Evolutionism. and thg 
Recor,stmion of (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1991). 3 1-33. 



to justi@ women's iderior physical, moral, and intellectual capacities. 

In her arîiculation of icbt she perceived to be "natural" gender divisions ai the tum- 

of-thecentwy, Circé-Côté's ideas show signs of having t m e d  away from this scirntificdly 

'-supported" sexual differentiation (and male domination) in favour of the necessan 

conydm~zn~urir)t of ses roles. Wornanly qualities of nurturance and domesticity, Circé-C6tk 

argue& were important not only within the confines of the home, but to society as a whoie. 

It ws only wïth men and women working in harmonious CO-operation. she opine4 that the 

French-Canadian race had the potentiai for cultural domination not only in Canada but over 

the whole continent. It is interesting to note that while she seemed to be challenginy the 

scientific logic of sesual differentiation, she was promoting the soundness of the science of 

racial di fferentiation. 

Likc gender differences, racial differences at the tum-of-the-crntury were believed 

to be grounded in biology. Gordon Dueck's studg of the Anglo-Jewish press in Montreal, 

1 897- 19 13, offers insight into how the discourse of racial e v o I u r i ~ ~ ~ i s m  would have k e n  

informing CircéCôtës thoughts on nationalism, social reform. and feminism. " At the tum 

of the centuq, races were not understood as "social constructions" but as biological and 

psycholo~ical realities. Erwlurion~sm explained their "essence, origin, and destiny." As 

Duec k remarks: 

In the p e n d  under review, mutability - whether physically or psychologically 

7 <  

'-However. as Gordon Dueck points out: T h e  acceptance of evolutiow doctrines by itself does 
1-101 point to the rise of a secular point of view, just as liberalism by itself did not necessarily de-privilege 
religion. especialIy if the religion in question was of the dissenting variety ... secularizaiion cannot be said to 
have been merely a process set into motion by t h e  collision of natural andlor social scientific ideas upon 
religious ones." Dueck, 'The Salamander and the  Chmeleon. Religion, Race. and Evolutionism in the 
Ando-Jewish Press Montreai. 1897-1 9 14" (Ph. D. Thesis, Queen's University, 1999). 30. 



manifested - was both prized and feared, since evolution was deemed bot11 
progressive and conservative. It was the tale of how certain coliective foms of life 
adapt and survive, survival king defined as the retention of an essential goup 
identity, and adaptation as the capacity (fitness) to maintain it. Extinction \vas not 
necessarily absolute; insted, it comteci the right abdicated (throuyh lack of fliness) 
to exist as an identifiable gruup, a nation, a race, even a religion. Extinction could 
refer to physical extermination, but, more frequently, it was equated with 
assimif ation? 

Dueck argues that race science (the notion that races existed and were physically andior 

psychologicaIly different from each other) which he describes as ruccriism. \vas central to 

/in-de-e-srècle Western intellectual tradition." Human society, he points out, was ofien 

depicteci as an ecosystem, rather than a political system, and individuals as oryanisms rather 

than citi~ens.'~ Angus McLaren, in his book Qur Own Master Race: Ewnics in Canada. 

1 885- 1 945 explains that "the term 'race' $vas casuall y employed by social commentators of 

rvery stripe and most assumed that race could and should be 'improved."' He elaboratrs: 

. . .cursory. investigation reveals that Canada was not immune to euyenic 
preoccupations, which in the first half of the twentieth century colourrd the 
discussion of a vast variety of topics ranging frorn srx instruction, intelligence 
tssting, and special education to social welfare, immigration, and birth control. 

26-~aial Danuiniun. then, cannot be defined as the inappropriate employrnent of naturéil ideas to 
social situations ... Hinorians cannot buy imo the idolatry that -hard science is i m p e ~ o u s  to the sociology 
o f  knowledge (above and beyond mere discourse), or  presume that Danvinism, now accepted as orthodoxy, 
is indivisible and beyond distortion .... I f  one's aim is to  study what historical subjects thought. rather than to  
decide what t hey ought to have been thinkins these contemporary disapeements can be instructive " 
Dueck. "The Salamander and the Chameleon." 7-8. 

i-l 

" Dueck uses the term evoiurioriism. Liberal Judaic authorities in Montreal would CO-opt discourse 
- regardiny what is more commonly understood as "social danvinism" but should more accürately be 
referred to as -evolutionism" - ta argue that Jews in Xlontreal were able to "adapt" and yer srill "succeed" 
as a race. He riaborates -What should be added by way o f  quaIification, however. is that Iimiting one's 
study to the raclalist aspects of evolutionisrn clouds the issue somewhat. û o c t ~ e s  o f  evolutionisrn (and 
there were several floating around independently at the time. even if contemporary obsemcrs, either out o f  
igorance or for the sake of polemics, tacked each with the designaiion of Darwinisrn} could be employed t o  
underunte religious as well as racial identities." Due& T h e  Salamander and the Charneleon," 3 3  

'*~ueck, "The S alamander and the Chameleon" 8-9. 



Indeed, English Canadians' fear of French-Canadian fertility gave the hereditarian 
debate in Canada a particular resonance." 

McLaren discusses racism and eugenic theory frorn a topdo\m analysis -- What hr aslrs. 

did the doctors, the scientists and government officiais have to say about eugenics? Nlat 

is lacking in his study of such concepts, as Dueck points out, is an andysis of how the- were 

interpreted and utilized by subaltern groups. 

French-Canadian culturd dominance in North Amença Circé-Côté asserted. wvould 

only be achieved if French-lanadians atîained "moral and intellectual superiority" over al1 

other races. Evoluriunism gave CircKÔté hope to klieve that feminist change was possible: 

Je crois qu'il s'opére dans le domaine kconomique comme dans le domaine 
psychologique une sélection naturelle: les races inférieures tendent a disparaitre, de 
par la force de la justice: de par la loi de I'equilibre ... Est-ce qu'une p i p é e  des 
nôtres n'a pas tenu en échec la puissante et orgueilleuse Angleterre? Je le réptite, 
nous serons les -tres, si nous méritons de I'Ctre. Rien ici-bas n'est la résultante du 
hasard et du caprice. De même que le printemps a raison de l'hiver, que la lumière 
I'ernpone sur l'ombre, la marche de la vérité glorification du bien." 

No  longer would French Canadians be circumscribed by "la fatalit6 aveugle et brutale" 

(which in Circé-Côté's mind had blinded them to the virtues offered by modemis-). French 

Canadians codd instead be authors of their own destins. 

By the turn-of-the-century, many French-Canadian thinkers were wondering about 

what Quebec's future would be, surrounded as it was by an English-speaking North 

America. Some were pessimistic about French Canada's chances for survival. Many 

3 The term -wgenics," McLaren explains. was coined in 1883 by Francis Gaiton (the founder of 
anthropometry, population genetics and eugenics) to describe "the study of the agencies under social control 
tbat may improve or impair the racial qualities of fiiture generaiions. either physically or rnenta1ly.- McLaren. 
Our 0an Master Ra% 14- 1 5;  7-9 

30 Eva Circé-CÔte,  e es dames patronnesses de la St-Jean-Baptiste," found on page 338 of Bleu. 
Blanc R o u  was initially entitled "Pour vous mesdames." published in Je Pi-. (4 mai 1902). 1-2. 



consen-ative thinken were aligning k i r  thoughts on nationalism. borrowing from Catholic 

doctrine and re-affinning their efforts to ensure the sunival of the French ianguaye on North 

American soil. For many cierics and conservatives, this meant shielding French Canadians 

from the effects of urbanization and industriaiization. AH of French Canada's 

'-modemkation," conservatives argued, needed to be anchored in what was king  defined 

as French Canada's "traditional- c~stoms.~'  In contrasf the secular nationalkt viav \vas 

marked by disillusionment wiîh Catholicism as a constituent part of its identity and saw 

secuiarization not as a problm but as a solution to the contradictions wo@t by nineteenth- 

cent ury laissez-faire 1 i beralisrn, industrial ization, and urbanization. 

A woman could be accused of egoism, Circé-Côté argued, if she confined her talents 

to the home, when instead she couid be making herseIf uscful to her country and 

compamots!" Anaclring anti-ferninids from the position of a --patriot" and thereby (in her 

mind), an -'equal," Circé-Côté offered what she described as a modem "feminist cure" to 

those with longstanding concerns about the "weakened" and "ailing condition" of the 

French-Canadian identityirace- Circé-Côté's patriotism, her loyalty to France, and ber 

"republican values" were al1 enthusiastically appropriated and integrated as part and parcel 

of her French-Canadian feminist identity. This "nationalist~cultural" radicalism. which was 

introduced in the previous chapter, is in many ways the key to her tum-of-the-century 

 util il. Deiil's Advocatg for a f d n a t i n g  journey into currents of what Dutil has dubbed as 
"Liberal Progressivism"in Quebec during this pend. 

32 tn   es darnes patronnesses de la St-Jean-Baptiste.* Blw. 51- R o u a  338, Circé-Côte poses 
a question to her readers: Surel).; men had nothing against women making public use of their skills - as 
musicians for example? If women could work with "respectable" success in the public sphere as musicians, 
sbe inquires. then why should they be restricied corn any otber number of professions? 



feminist consciousness. 

Circé-Côté's radical thoughts on Quebec's "traditional connectrdness" to France 

wouid not have been met wjth open a m  by Montreal's conservatives, nor rvcn - according 

to Patrice Dutil - by al1 its liberais. When Godfioy Lsinglois (a liberal Freemason) described 

the debt he feit to France's "love of democracy and libertyv- 'Yhat nation whose brain is in 

activity rather than those whose brains are anaernic" - the consenative Lcc ITrit2 reacted 

violently. Zts response went as follows: 

You insist a geat deai, Mr.Langlois, on the state of libwfy in France.. . is it ignorance 
or meanness? ... The fiber9 only exists there for îhose who do won y, the Freemasons 
have freedorn of action, the Jews too; the caîhoiics, do they have it? Is it  the L@e 

/ 'Ettsr~pentent and other organizations who work to dechristianize the c hurch 's 
eldest dauater? ... Mr-Langlois is only expressing his personal views and those of a 
handful officncIssuns who have nothing in common with French Canadians. " 

Mr. Langlois was a contemporary of Circé-Côté and attended her husband's funerai. There 

can be no doubt that Circ&CÔtéTs association with this radical-Freemason-liberal- 

progressive politician and journalkt would have influenced the manner in which she 

neçotiated her own radical course. Circé-CÔté called for a renewed sense of French- 

Canadian civic duty/participation that would bt: true to "French traditions." Her brand of 

"French" nationalism would fuel her feminism, and the success of this feminisrn would in 

turn help orient and or* social and political refonn movements quite different frorn the 

Standing against general trends in public opinion in Quebec that saw the 

degr ne ration of urban li fe as the source of French Canada's problems, Circd-Côté 

"~ranslation provideci by Patrice Dutil. Devii'r Advocpt$ 258. 



94 

emphasized that the Quebec countryside was not immuns to gsneral moral and racial 

degradation, because the source of the problem lay within individual fami1ies;'homes. The 

ideal of motherhwd, she elaborated, was to form good citizens and provide men of honour 

for the country. In a gowing boy's mul, Circé-Côté argueci, it is the unique responsibility 

of mothen to incdcate the principles of integrïty, loyalty, respect of women, admiration of 

heroes, Iove of one's country, liberty, charity and universai kindness. She conciuded: "A 

nous donc, femmes canadiennes, de déposer dans ces jeunes coeurs confiés à notre amour 

la semence divine que la rosée du ciel fbndera ens~ite."~ W7iat we have evidence of here, 

is that CircéCôté's feminism was, in part, an effort to redefine/reali&q pnvate'public values 

by esamining them in new a Iight. In so doing, she attempted to pull women's private role 

as mother out of the periphey, revealing it as k i n g  ccntrd to the public. patriotic o o d .  

In the only other edi torial published in her compilation Bleu- Blanc. R o w  ivhich 

rnakes mention of feminisrn as an ideology, CircéCôté had bebw to assemble n progressive 

"hstory" of Frsnch-Canadian feminism. Or perfiaps, if we w r e  to look al it from a differcnt 

angle, CircC-Côté's consmiction of a feminist -'heritagee' and its broad daim to idrntity 

prescribecl that she stress its history's inevitable wulution- It would seem that in order to 

prove that women w r e  "worthy" of citizenship, CircKôté felt at pains to demonstrate that 

women had long s h o w  signs of k i n g  biologically "capable" of civil-oriented action. She 

points with a sense of  pride to the "Marguerite Bourgeoises, the Jeanne Mances, the 

Madame d'Youvilles," al1 figures in a distinguished line of "undeniably noteworthy" French 

and French-Canadian women. 
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Now, whether these women were indesd -'ferninist" was not the issue: hsr point l a s  

that there \vas something about their b0dy i sp i r i~ ' p sycho~o~  that certifird their innate 

identity as foremother ferninists. These women. Circé-Côté explained wrere fine r.urimples 

of people who, as a resuit of their paîriotism, or charity, had b m e  instruments of "les plus 

hauts desseins de IYEternel." Discussed briefly in the previow chapter, these words haes 

been e'dimed from an editorial she wrote amouncing the foundation o f  "'CS- Jumc.v 

Staking their position, she felt, at the end of a long line of g e a t  women patriots of 

French and French-Canadian history, were the Dumes purrotmrsstrs o f  the Saint-Jean- 

Baptiste Society. Inventing feminist heritage/tradition, however clumsy and "essentialist" 

i t may screm to a modem reader, Circé-Coté \vas both cdtivating and harvesting tradition for 

'-the modem French-Canadian feminist." Contrary to readings o f  Circé-Côté as cssentially 

modernizing, the "modern" and the "traditional" both incubate in her early feminist 

ideology. She was emphasizïng the necessity for cllunge while simultaneously struggling 

to preserve - and in a sense invent - a heritage that might be unique to French Canada. 

As Marie Lavigne, Yolande Pinard, and Jemifer Stoddart point out in their history 

of the Fédération nationale Saint-Jean-Baptiste, at the turn o f  the cen tuq  numerous 

bourgeois women in Montreal were begnning to concm themsefves with thrir city's social 

problems: 

... de nombreuses Montréalaises deviennent conscientes des problémes sociaux 
engendrés par la croissance rapide du capitalisme et sur lesquels se penchent les 
réformistes: santé publique, assainissement de la vie poi i tique, travail des femmes 

%r&-coté.   es dames pauamesses de la Sr-jean-Baptiste- R o w .  338 



et des enfants, éducation, délinquance juvénile, tempirance, etc. Elles joignent les 
rangs du mouvement de réforme et mettent sur pied divers organismes d'action 
sociale. Ce faisant e k s  se heurtent quotidiennement aux limites que leur impose 
leur propre incapacité juridique et politique.& 

Because of these social conditions, these historians argue, many bourgeois women wrre 

naturally predisposed to "milirer en faveur des droits des femmes." The social and polit ical 

action thought necessary to resuscitate Montreal's degenerating urban core, these authors 

assert was "by necessiîy- tinked to early articulations of feminist reform. Les dumu 

pu/ronnes.~c)s de lu Si&-hn-Bqu~istc, thus characterized, uni ted rnany wel 1-know names 

of Montreal's bourgeoisie. Lavigne, Pinard, and Stoddart describe the goup's initial 

objective as follows: "Conscientes du rôle patriotique que les femmes doivent jouer, elles 

espéreni aviver le nationalisme canadien-français. "% 

The French-speaking elite of Montreal have "generousl y listened to our cal 1." Circé- 

Côté boasted, "and swn our ciîy w i l l  be endowed with an institute which will foster the 

glory and moral well k i n g  of such "fcmrnes du peu&.-" She mted with pride: 

Toutes, auront droit de venir rampre le pain de la science dans le temple érigé par 
la nation canadienne. Assises au meme banc, l'ouvrière, la grande dame, la senante, 
Iodégante, pour quelques heures du moins, oublieront les distinctions sociales qui 
les séparent depuis tant de siècles: ce sera réveil des agapes chrétiennes. 

36 Marie Lavigne, Yolande Pinard et Jennifer Stoddart. -La Federation Saint-Jean-Baptiste et les 
revendications féministes au début du 20e siécle" in Marie Lavigne et Yolande Pinard, d s . ,  Travailleuses et 
féministes- Les femmes dans la société autMmi.se (Montréal: Boréal Express. 1983). 200 

2 7 Lavigne. Pinard et Stoddart. "La Federation Saint-~ean-~aptiae.-- 

38 Laviyne, Pinard et Stoddart, "La Fdération Saint Jean-Baptiste. " 

3'4 Italics mine. Circé-Coté. "Les b m e s  patronnesses de la St-Jean-Baptiste." -. 
339 

J CI Circe-Côte. "Les dames patronnesses de la St-Jean-Baptiste." B l e u , c  ROU, 339. 
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It is interesthg to note that CircéCôté envisions "chairs" for women of the working class. 

around this table of bourgeois French-Canadian feminists. For those who believe that this 

comrnittee is sirnply a "feminist utopia," Circé-CÔté responded with a phrase shr would use 

dozens of n'mes in the nen thirty -, "Au temps! ... Au temps! ... -4 ! 

Lavigne, Pinard, and Stoddart argue that Montreai's eady feminists were surrounded 

on aH sides by anti-feminist conservatives and clergy - who rejected any and al1 changes 

proposed by "feminists." Because of this, the feminist organization which grew out of the 

duma purronnesses of the Saint-Jean-Baptiste Socieîy (in 1 907 it became the FCdérufwz 

tw/ tond Suint ~~~~~~~~~~~se (FNSIB)) was forced to propose a "good fem inisrn which 

would differentiate its mandate fiom that identified by the Church as "bad" feminism. Their 

" c d  - feminism chese historians argue, had to be framed as "celui qui saura respecter les 

valeurs nationalistes et la pensée sociale catholique."" This explains, they assen, why the 

"prudent" ideology of Montreal's early feminist organizations was purposfii[v ambiguous. 

As Karine Htiben points out, "bad" feminism came to bz defined and undersid by the 

feminists of the FNSJB as "liberal ferninism," Liberal feminism \vas determined to be a 

feminism which promoted wornen's right to divorce. to the w of birih control, and to the 

"individualist" approach to life. Liberai feminism, ii was argue& had no sense of womani y 

" d ~ t y . " ~  

Circé-Côté could not imagine "what might be found lacking" in French-Canadian 

J I Circé-Coté. "Les daines patronnesses de la St-Jean-Baptiste." Bleu. Blanc 340. 

"~avigne. Pinard et S tod- -%a Fedëration Saint-lean-Baptiste.'. 202. 

"~ében. --Une orguusation matemaliste," 323. 
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countq-wornen, w h r n  she saw as -raking it upon themeIves to defend the poor- educate the 

\,oune, fight against injustice," and who with delicate pen "crlebntr al1 that in nature is 

superb" and "al1 that in science gives hope to humanity." Al1 this, she added. was done 

\rithout expeclation of rphemeral glory, but rather with the simple hopi: that th' had made 

thernselves usefid to their counhymen With this regenerative mission in mind. CirciCôtC's 

feminist ideology asserted that women, in fact, made as good $nul bcmr French-Canadian 

"patriots" than did men. Women were "innately moral beings" ivho "already work for the 

public good in al1 that they do."U This was not a strategy that feilow feminists m u i d  have 

found particularly strange or  original; women al1 across turnsf-the-century North Arnenca 

were arguing that their roies as mothers and "moral caregivers" made them uniquely suited 

for the regeneration o f  their cities'countries." 

In hrr study of  matemal-feminism in Montreal. Kanne Hébert argues that Montreal's 

feminists identified with the traditional mode1 of  "woman," which identified "woman" with 

"nmther." They did not conceive of matemity as a limited function, but rather as a 

subversive oprning of the private sphrre vnm the public one. M i l e  many of Montreal's 

"early feminists" wrrere redefininp the frontiers behvren public and private spheres. they were 

U Ci rce-Cote in t roduced les &mmes pmr,raw.w.s de Iu .\iri~rr-./eu,rr-Hapriiste w i t h p ride and 
tlourish. Those who are tirnid, Circé-Côte stated have asked her how this - b ~ d  projea" will corne into 
being; how the wings o f  progress passing through the pink Iips of such ladies will inspire the energes o f  the 
sleeping French Canadian masses?! To which she answered. "that which woman wants. God wants Circé- 
Cote. "Les dames patronnesses de la St-Jean-Baptiste," Bleu. Blanc ROUE 338 



ensuring that society could benefit fiom "women's materna1 influence."'^ 

This analysis seemed particdarly appropriate in this case. Circé-Côti maintaincd that 

"the times were gone, when women sat at home. dutifully weaving the fabric that wouId 

later connitute the proud flags of their countries."" The unification of women's energies. 

Circé-Côté elaborated, was a "patriotic event" and as a result, women's ideas would soon 

penetrate to the hearî of the French-Canadian race with a sublime force. It \vas women who 

would succeed in driMng French Canada dong the paths made by "honour" and 

Today's modern feminism, she argua is destined to provide Iight to the unenlightened - 

who "by some cniel fate" had been left in the shadows." Being "lefi behind" in the 

46 She yoes on to  ercplain: ^En effet. on a constate que les yroupes de femmes qui militaient au début 
du XXe siecle le tàisaient souvent au nom de  leur maternité potentielle et qu'elles revendiquaient des droits 
sociaux et politiques pour I'accomplissement du rôle que leur conférait cette potentialité." Hébert. "Une 
organisation matema!isre." 3 1 7. 

47 Circe-Cote waxes poetic in her whimsical description o f  the "daun of modem feminism:" 
"D'abord, le torrent du féminisme sursissant des siécles de barbarie a etRayri l'univers par son Fracas. Le flot 
tumuliueu?r déracinait les jeunes pousses. jaunissait l'herbe veloutée. faisait s'enfuir les craintives hirondeues! 
Mais pIus bas. il s'élargit. se caIme _~entiment, jase avec les nénuphars; il devient le grand fleuve reenerateur 
qui porte Is fertilisation dans les champs ... La femme révoltée de I'inferiorité moral dont on la flétrissait a 
voulu prouver sa personnalité dans la littérature, dans tes arts; elle y a réussi. L'ne noble fiene. illumine ses 
traits; elle peut dire a son compagnon de vie: "Vois, je suis ton éyafe. Tu peux m'aimer, je suis une âme et 
non pas une poupée automatique. comme tu disais." -Men Circé-Côté concludes. shouId seek partners who 
are their legitimate equals - not simply Wothes conscious ninnies" who talk only of "scandai" and of  
"problems with their maids!" Here, despite her assenion that the new feminist association of the Saint-Jean- 
Baptiste Society would have a cross-class application, I think it would be fair t o  say that her feminist praxis 
at this early stage would not have offered much that would apply to the working-class women sitting at the 
table. Circé-Côté. "Les dames patronnesses de la St-Jean-Baptiste.- Bieu , lanc  R o u ,  34 1 .  

JR Circé-Côte. "Les darnes patronnesses de la St-Jean-Baptiste.- Blanc Rougg, 343. 

19 Constrained, Lavigne, Pinard and Stûddiut clairn, by t h e  overtly "patnotic" mandate orthe 
dammes ptrotzcsscs & la kri tr  Jw&aprxstc, the organimtion hi, by 1 907. blossomed into the 
l.2Jt;rut;c~r Xat;or~d ,.rrt-Jrarr-Baptiir~e: -La fondation d'une organisation catholique et canadienne 
française, ... fait suite a la prise de  conscience de la nécessite d'un encadrement qui respecte leurs croyances 
religieuses, sunout en matière d'éducation, et qui sauvegarde leur ethnie. L'idéologie cléricale et nationaliste 
inspire donc la FNSSB et fa différencie du MLCW (Montreal Council of Women). organisation non 
confessionneHe et anglophone- Lavigne. Pinard et Stoddart. "La Fédération Saint-Jean-Baptiste,- 20 1. 



"shadows" was, in Circé-CÔté7s mina a fate *-orse than death. The enlightenmnt that 

Circé-Côté had in mind, however ambiguous her bourgeois class alipment might seem at 

t his j uncture, was mu1 ti-pronged and most certainly avoided any neat --social-re form" 

categorization, 

The last example of Circé-Côté's writing that 1 will offer to help represent her 

ferninist thought for the first decade of the twentieth century provides a synopsis of her 

-'stance" on feminism and women's rights. In 1905 Le ~Vu~ionufisrr chose to profile six 

Femmes de Lerrres in a series entided lL7avenir des Canadiens-Français.'- 'O Each of the 

authors selected was asked to compose a short statement on "the future of French 

Canadians." Circé-Côté offered a short narrative. It would seem, at first glance, that Circé- 

Côté had ignored the nationalist mandate of the program, describing instead, in great detail, 

"al1 the anticipation that parents feel when a new baby is boni." But Circé-Côté had done 

no such thing. Using her materna1 concepts, she bit d o m  hard politically. She asked her 

readers: What role should French Canadians play in the lives of ncr~~born children? To which 

she answers: 

Penchons-nous donc sur le berceau de notre race naissante, et interrogeons le destin 
à travers cette petite chose rouge informe. qui dort tes poings fermés dans sa sereine 
inconscie m.. Mais il vient une heure où les mythes de la radieuse enfance doivent 
faire face aux réalités scientifiques ... La nationalité canadienne-française dominera 
non seulement au Canada, mais sur le continent, en dépit de tous les calcuIs 
mathématiques, si elIe acquiert sur les autres races une supériorité morale et 
intellectuelle. Ce n'est plus le règne de la force mais le règne de la raison. Je crois 
qu'il s'opère dans le domaine économique comme dans le domaine psychologique 
une sélection naturelle: les races inférieures tendent a disparaître, de par la force de 
la justice, de par la loi de l'équilibre ... Je le répète, nous serons les maîtres, si nous 
méritons de l'être. 

. .  - '<"'~f&e PSCOté ( n k  Cirai). Colombine." j m hm- ( 19 Novembre. 1905). 
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. t h ,  CircéCôté aryed, need to take it upon themselves ta proiide FrenchSanadian youth 

with an adquate r h w l  system, and wumen need to prepare the young souls of children u> 

that they will be prepared to receive this "noble hentage and culture of  leners and reason." ': 
Circé-Côté's opinions are al1 the more interesting when viewed in contrasi to thosr 

of the f h e  other wornen incf uded in Le Nationaliste's survey. Madame Eliza Bourbeau- 

Rainviiie ( k n o w  under the pen name of  Lise-) expressed a similar concem thai her 

children be armed "morally and physically*' which she claimed would force them to respect 

three principles which made heroes of men: ''Die% Famille. Patrie! " And y et. un1 i ke Circe- 

Côté, she was not inclined to support any cultural, ideological, or practical movement 

toward French-Canadian independence. She ended her opinion piece unequivocally: "Dieu 

protège le Roi!"" 

None of the other four surveyed women stressed the role of  their gender in shaping 

the future of French Canada Françoise, another we11-known Fenrnzc. de Ieffres whose 

opinions were featured in this survey, argued that the future of French-Canada lay in an  

adaptation of the Swiss model. The national mode1 of Canada, she explained, could have 

several languages and cultures which could ccwxist happily. Conversely, Mlle Marguerite 

De Montigny (whose pseudonym was Margot) noted that, shuulrl she be put in charge of the 

Quebec government, she wodd close the door to al1 future immigrants - in faci, she would 

"declare war on al1 immigrants." She stated: 

"~olombine (pseud.) -L'Avenir d a  canadiens-tiancais.- & N- ( 19 novembre, 1905). 

i 7 

"EIiza Bourbeau-Rainiille, -L'Avenir des canadiens-fiancais," J 2 Natio- ( 19 novembre 
1 905). 



Le Canada est4 aus Canadiens, oui ou non? Alors, pourquoi ccs Chinois. ccrs Juifs. 
ces italiens, ces Russes, ces Polonais, ces Grecs qui vivent à nos dépens et nous 
apportent des épidémies et des grêves, sans compter les coups de poignard et la 
mauvaise crêrne a la glace. Les Chinois ont pris la place de nos blanchisseuses. 
Quïls s'en aillent!..-Les Juifs prêtent de l'argent sur les objets voies. Qu'ils s'en 
aillent aussi!'3 

Whereas De Montigny and Circé-Côté both s h e d  a preoccupation with the "fate o f  the 

French-Canadian race," Circé€Ôté7s combination of nationalist and feminist idsology 

avoided such bald nativism in favour of strengthening the French Canadian race hough 

moral nurt uring, education, and general self-improvement. 

While much of her writing on feminisrn seems to suggest that shr fell into the 

categon of "matemal-feminist" outlined by Karine Hébert, it would be inaccurate to 

characterize Circé-CÔté7s earliest feminism by emphasizing its necessary --hyphenarion" 

with other currents in her thou@t. She \vas not simply a "social-ferninisf' and evrn less a 

"christian-feminist." Nor would Circé-Côté be siruated neatly into the pre-1920s triad of 

allefiances developed by Molly LaddoTaylor for the United States: feminism, progressive 

matemalism, and sentimental matemalisrn." More important, Circé-Côte's understanding 

of motherhood should not be dismissed as cementing "essentialist" notions about women 

and their primary "fmction" as mothers. Circé-CÔt6 suggested that women had a 

regenerative mission to change French-Canadian society which could complement and in 

some cases outdo the efforts taken by men. The burden of analysis, therefore. is one of 

5' &Varperite DeMontimy, -L'Avenir des canadiens-francais." Le Nariondist~ ( 19 novembre 
1905) 

5 -: Molly Ladd-Taylor, Mother-Work: Women. Child W m e .  and the State. 1 890- 1 930 (Urbana: 
University of IIIinois Press. 1 994), 1 04- 1 05. 
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greatly complicating the notion of materna1 feminism. 

But this assertion begs the question: What was the p r i r n q  force ihat k d  CircC-Côte 

to make decisions - \vas it her feminism, her radical nationalisrn. or her nascent class 

conscioumess? Suiking at the heart of what she identified as a public:private divide. shs 

went to g e a t  Iengths to explain why women desenwd the right to enter the public sphrre. 

Can it be irnrnediately inferred that she was confiningkonstricting parameters of action for 

her gender? Did this mean, necessarily, that her feminism was CO-opted by compromises 

with the church? Was she "selling outw the working class in the name of delivering a radical 

nationalism that would ensure the survivaYsuperiority of the French Canadian race'? Should 

we be concemed that her feminist ideology showed signs of k i n g  accommodationist? 

Perhaps the answers to these questions can oniy be sorted out if we are given a 

chance to s.xamine what she would have said ryshc were nul rr u*omun from the Montreal 

bourgeoisie. Her feminist ideology, as articulated in Le. Munrlti Ouvrkr in the voice of a 

working£lass male, oflers this ehmordinary possibility. Elaborating and incorporating new 

ideas to adapt to the demands of each successive decade, throughout the next thirty years, 

Circé-Côté's feminist tactics (as a man) both contradict and support the initial exegesis of 

her "feminism." Which components of this early feminism did she feel necessary to sever 

and which would she maintain? 



1 O4 

FEMINIST FRUIT AND CELESTlAL KI7TESS - FrmLism and Che Fiist H'orld War (1916-1919) 

A singe mother working at Monireal's newly founded munkipal librar) . in the midst 

of the Great Wu, CircS-Côté domed a new pen-name. Ostracized for her association wiih 

Montreal's hated and feared Freemason community (brou@ to a head by her husband's 

civic fimeral and cremation), CircéCÔté began to exhibit a drastic anti-clrrical re- 

orientation, especially in her writings on feminism." As Julien Sarnt-hfrchel, she began to 

write every week for Montreai's bilingual working-class newspaper, Le :i4umfe 

0rn~rit.r Luhor CfOrl... Posing as a working£lass male, as Andrée Lévesque has pointed out, 

C ircé-Côté over-\\.rote her identiiy as an accomplished lady journalist, wrll-known in 

Montreal3 literary cir~les. '~ Lévesque argues that in so doing, she became a "porte parole 

d'une opinion masculine tkiairée." Cuck-CÔtk, LSwsque points out, included herse1 f in her 

anicles as '-ive, worliing-class men."" As a result, she distanced henelf from her identity 

as a member of Montreal's bourgeois cornmunity and as a distinguished fcmme cle krrm 

%"le rhe aiil ivu pemitted to work at the libni).. which indifêtes that the Church did not see fit 
to biame her for her husband's tieemason associations. her move to  wnte secretiy for 1.3 &fade Owrier can 
be interpreted as an unequivocal change in political orientation. .4 case in point: her anti-clericd sentiments 
are registered in this ne=-spaper Patrice Dutil describes the impact had by Dr.P S Côté's firneral- " a 
certain Dr. P.S. Coté was buned in a civic ceremony in Montréal. (Dec.9th, 1909) Côte, apparently though 
not an official member of the Loge I'Emancipa~ion was considered a felIow-traveiier. The unprecedmted 
display of a parade o f  400 Fnends and family esconing a cibic tùneral ceremony apparently caused quite a 
stir." Dutil, Devil's Adv-, 286. 

5 6 ~ ~ v e s q u e .  "Jourmliste au masculin:  va Circé-CÔtci ( 1871 - 1949).'1 Les Bitisraises de la Cite. 
( Montreal: association canadien-fiançaise pour ITa\.ancement des sciences, 1992). 

57 Lévesque. " J o u d i n e  au masculin" 88. 



by clairning to have suddenty inherited "ies doigts crasseux d'un scribe public."'Tircé- 

Côté located a new audience for her ferninist ideas by assuming the persona of an 

individual who shared neiîher her sex nor her class. 

The initial witings of this "enlightened male" on the subject of feminism for Le 

:t'JOr& Ouvrier described a woman's life modified by two strange bedfello~cs: "progrcss'- 

and With fewer men around as a result of the war, Circé-CÔté (as Julien Saint-Michel) 

pointed out that women had taken on all sorts of new jobs - such as tramway conductors. 

World War One had brought a sudden (if ternporary) increase in the number of women 

workers and some occupational changes for women. Unmarried wornen occupied most of 

these new jobs which signalled that it had become "acceptable" for women to work before 

marriage." Wiîh women engaged publicig and visibiy in war work. Circd-Côt& rxpiained 

that Le :\.fun& Otmrier had accepted a new mandate: to be a newspaper that made a special 

effort to support working-class women." 

The majority of feminists in Montreal during this period continurd to argue the 

notion of "gjven" differences between men and women, and superionty of the latter in the 

58 Julien Saint-  mi ch el (pseud.) "Noblesse Oblige. La part que la femme doit prendre dans le choix 
des representants," Lg Monde Ou%-r Wodd ( l 19 16). 

9 With women engitged publically and visibly with war w o r k  the Canadian Parliament debated and 
then promptly passed a s u f i g e  bill that ex-tended suf ige in federal elections t o  wornen (1 91 8) 

60 Clio Collective. Quebec Women: A Histoq (Toronto: The Women's Press. 1987). 195. 

6 l It seems important t o  point out at this juncture that Circé-Cote was a proponent of women's 
work - but not at the expense of the health o f  pung children, as she argues in "Sauvons les enfants e t  leurs 
mamans. Les bébés sont privés d e  lait parce qu'il coûte trop cher. - Le sort des femmes travaiIlant a l'usine 
et l'avenir de la race." Circé-Côte picks up a cornmon theme in her witings about women and work. She 
argues, "Tant que les profiteurs n'ont tire que sur nous, nous les avons supportés, mais les laisserons-nous 
exploiter l'enfance? On le voit, le lait manque." Ou v fier- r Wuru. (20 octobre 19 1 7). 



realms of "care giving." As Karine Hébert has emphasized: 

Justifiée, entre autres, par ce qu'elles croyaient etre le sens moral sufirieur des 
femmes, leur intervention visait a protéger la moralité de la sociktk canadienne- 
française et ainsi à compléter le rôle social des organisations religieuses et de 
l'État ... une k-ision plutôt fonctionnaliste prévalait a propos des femmes dans 12 

Québec de la première moitié du XXe siècle. La femme, telle que définir par la 
société canadienne-fiançaise et par la RuSJB, était socialement perçue comme le 
fondement moral de La famille. unité de base de la société. Mère. éducatrice- épouse. 
ménagère, patriote, régénéraîrk sociale et chrétienne, voilà les principales 
fonctions et même les missions. des Canadiennes françaises." 

As explained in the previous section, Circé-Côté had helped articulate this matemal- 

feminism in her ditonals at the turn of the centur).. and gained notoriety as a distinkwished 

fimmr Jt. ktrrtis for doing so. While the ferninist groups with which she had initially 

identified maintained their Christian orientation during the war years, Circé-Côté, in 

contrast, devefoped a marked animosity towcuds the church. This anti-cl encal sentiment 

shaped her portrayal of "feminism" for Le Bhndc' 0uvric.r S working-class readenhip. ln 

1930, in an article entitled "Les phénomènes psychiques," she outlined what was Ieft of her 

spirituality: "Nous sentons bien qu'il y a en nous outre la vie materielle, une h e  

immatérielle, fonctionnant a u  sommet de l'être ... Ne condamnons pas Ir spiritisme. mais 

n'ajoutons pas foi aveuglément à tout ce qui s'imprime sur ce sujet ... Je crois a f'àme que 

nous nous sommes faite par l'étude, la réflexion, I'idéal philosophique, la pratique de la 

In her first contribution to the working-class newspaper, as Julien Saint-Michel, 

f2 Hébert, --Une organisation maternaliste." 33 1 

W~ulien Saint-Michel (p-d.), -Les phmorneines psychiques." Le Monde Ouvrier/Lahor WorlQ (9 
août 1 930). 



CircéCôti i4as at pains to point out that "feminism" was not sirnply a womrn's issue. and 

most certai-nly not one that might be resolved politically by p i ~ i n g  a "Iittle purple rosette'' 

on one's biouse to suggest one's sympathies. Rather. it $vas a movement that penstrated to 

the hem of the economic order." Calling for state intervention, Circé-Côte argued that the 

C hurch \ias neither a ~ ~ c i e n t l y  modem nor prepared to take care of al1 of Montreal's poor. 

1 n particularo she a q p 4  the state needed to intervene to ensure that the children of such 

desti tute women did not become "missing links." Circé-Côté pointed out that the Church 

was not equipped to deal with "al1 the orphans lefi on their church steps." Even efirt 

should be made to keep destitue mothers with their childred' 

However, her wntings on the subject of "feminism" do not rev-eat an- effort towards 

fleshing-out a working-class perspective on tbe issue. if illiterate men were aIIowed to vote 

likr members of the bourgeoisie, CircKÔté chargea it went without saying that wornen 

should also be granted the vote? This wouid seem to have k e n  a cunous stance to take, 

eiven Le :\Ionde Ozn~rier Y workng-class audience. Howvever, as McLaren has pointed out - 
in his study of eugenic thought dun'ng this p e n d  

To those Iike John Stuart Mill who defended "voluntary motherhood" and woman's 
right to advance as far as her individual capacities admitteci, the eugenicists repl ied 
that sex differencrs were based on biological facts that could not be ovrrridden by 
appeals to justice. Woman's role \vas determined by her reproductive function. 

M Julien Saint-,Michel (pseud.), "Un Beau Jour Nait Pour les Femmes. La _Puerre ouvre un nouveau 
chemin que la jeune fille moderne doit frayer " Le Monde Ou\-rier/Labor WodQ (25 mars 19 16) 

6 5 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), "Les Pensions Maternelles. Les veuves et les orphelins des k i c t i r n e s  
du travail ne dewait pas être séparées. Laissons les petits a leur 'nid. "' Le Monde Ouvrïer/Labor H'orld, (29 
avril 1916). 

O"lu1ien Saint-Michel. (pseud.). -Le Suff ige  Feminin Le Monde OuvrierlLabor World ( 14 juillet 
1917). 



Biology, not politics, subjected her to man ... 'We have first to settle what is the 
physical capacity of woman, what wodd be the cffect of her emancipation on her 
race production, before we c m  talk about her -rights,- which are. aftrr ail. only a 
vague description of what may be the fittest position for her. the sphrrr of hrr 
maximum usefuhess in the developed soçiety of the futureee Of course. no such 
demonstrations had been required before working men were given the vote in 1867 
and 1884, but woman's emancipation, insisted the eugenicists, had 10 be judgrd on 
the grounds of its social and physiologicat utility6? 

Circé-Côté felt that wornen's "maximum usefulness" was k i n g  constrainsd by their 

inability to work and act in the public sphm. Perhaps we should assume that Circé-Côté fclt 

that suffrage had "obvious" crossciass application? By 19 16, "feminism" kvas not 

necrssarily a "new" subjecf and an' Québécois newspaper reader would have k e n  awarr 

of itb8 Circé-Côté coulà, in many cases, introduce feminist issues and debates with the 

expectation that her audience already knew the pmïculars. 

Many of the women's pages in newspapers in Montreal during the First World War 

propagated the image of the "homey, introspective, emotional, liyht hearted (and light 

headed), devoted mother and wife? As Susan Mann Trofimenkoff points out in her 

discussion of the anti-feminist climate in Quebec during this pend,  feminism was often 

08 A s  Trofimenkofpoints out. feminism was -in the aii' internationally: "Of course. militant 
feminism received the most publicity for this was the heyday of British suffiagertes' use of 'kiolence' and 
subjection to it. and Québécois press readers were not spared any of  the grisly details. I n d d  some o f  the 
leading British sufiasettes had visited Montreal making speeches and urginy on the more hesitant ccrlonials. 
'Don't be submissive. h n ' t  be docile. Don't be lad3like. Don't dread k i n g  conspicuous. .' they shouted." 
Susan Mann Trofimenkoff, "Henri Bourassa and the 'Woman Q u e ~ t i o n . ~  in Susan Mann Trofirnenkoff and 
Nison Prentice eds.. The S m e d  Maioritv (Toronto. XlcClelland and Stewart Limited. 1977). IO5 

69 Trofimenkoff describes the cultural context: -Fadette in Lc kvorr w a d  women againn the 
feminist dream o f  k i n g  the rival o f  men; Colette in IA Pre-wc* sanctioned a division o f  womankind into 
femmes (the reai women, devoted t o  their maternai mission. the ornament of their families), srtJfr~~ge/lr.s (the 
moderate ones, rnistaken but permitted t o  express their kiews) andfhries (the biolent suffragettes who had 
simply ceased k i n g  women). Even letters t o  the d i t o r  expressed the ~ i e w  that the political emancipation of 
women would briny about a total disrupiion o f  society." TrofimenkoK "Henri Bourassa." 106. 



portrayed as a forsign import, which would spdl danger and disorder for French Canada. 

Dunng this time p e r l e  Henri Boura~sa,'~ the "anti-feminist" subject of Trofimrnkoffs 

study, was particularly vitriolic in his condemnation of al1 that "modem" socirty had the 

potential to do to French-Canadian women: 

He ... traced feminisrn to its Protestant roots, lumped it with socialism, and 
condernned it roundiy as a danger to the French-Canadian family and thus to French- 
Canadian civilization Just imk at those uwintries wkre feminism is rampant: thrre. 
Bourassa wntended, you will find female drunks, unmarriai mothers, divorcées, and 
angel makers. Of course there are no such vile creatwes in Quebec! ... This "official 
ideology" had made Quebec a cultural haven in a matenalist sea an exrmplar of 
superior virtues, religious, moral, educational, familial. And the guardian of it all 
was woman." 

The views held by Hem* Bourassa on the subject of feminism also applied ((rven more 

\igorously) to the issue of women's suffrage: 

Like its forebearer feminism, the suffrage was another foreip import. It was the 
logical resdt of the Refonnation and the AngleSaxon break n4.h tradition. with true 
Christianity, vvith the farnily and with society. From then on, rampant individualism 
held swy; once one had accepted the notion of "every man for himself," thrre was 
no reason for objecting to "every woman for herseIf." ... But of course none of this 
applied to French-Canadian wornen who had maintained the ûue traditions, the true 

70 Henri Bourassa was the grand-son o f  louis-Joseph Papineau. In 19 10 he founded Lr Devorr and 
remained its editor until 1932. Joseph Lekitt B o u r u  the Golden Calf The Social Prooram of thg 
Nationalists of ûuebec 1900- 19 14) (Ottawa: Les Éditions de I'Cniversite d 'Ottawa 1969). 137-8. rem* 
"The Nationalists have b e n  widely regarded as  haking a wholly negative attitude towards industrialism. It is 
said that Bourassa was hostile to the establishment o f  industry and that the whole Nationalist movement 
' was designed to  slow the pace of industrial change. '...The case o f  Bourassa was more complicated. 1 t has 
k e n  su~ees ted  that he began his diagnosis 'not bith the acceptance o f  an industrial order. but with an 
idealized agranan society rapidly passing away'. l'et he appreciated the benefits t o  be denved from the 
coming of  bis industv He thought that manufacruring industries did immense sood for the life of the 
c o u n t v  and that elsctricity might be used t o  ease the life of the poor ... ln his mind. however, these malerial 
sains were more than counterbalanced by the bad moral consequences which s t d  from the intense 
development of materialism arnongst his people in the urban centres: many women became vain and aquired 
a love o f  lusury; classes were concerned wit h t heir own interests and not those o f  society as  a whole; and 
most serious of all, there was an increasing lack of in tegdy in public Iife " 
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fai* the mie sense of the famil? ... hence their proper sphere of influence. - 

Bourassa's viecvs on the subject of suKiage had wide suppon. As Trofimrnkoff su&= w s s .  

there was so much interest expressed in his ideas that L e  &voir put them togrther in the 

forrn of a pamphlet which sold extremely well. Circé-Côté met Bourassa's anti-feminist 

tactics with a war cry of her own Ladies, she directed - polish your weapons: 

Vous vous demandez ce que le jupon lui a bien fait, pour qu'il dresse Ir pantalon 
contre lui et qu'il les mette ainsi en présence l'un de l'autre. pour se dkchirer 
mutuellement, joute aussi ridicule que celle de Punch et Judée simulée par des 
m a r i o ~ e t t e s  d qui nous faisait tant rire quand nous &ions petits. 

M. Bourassa, CircéCôté explaineci, had invoked the priests, the bibk, and theoloby CO prow 

that the "sWs7 '  cannot be accorded more civil rights without it having an negativc inverse 

rffect on men. To which Circé-Côté responded: 

Si le jupon est pour nous un éteignoir, une sorte de  robe de Nessus qui a adhéré à 
notre peau et entravé notre évolution. permettez alors que nous endossions le 
pantalon. afin que par sa vertu magique nous devenions semblables à vous! 

The feminist movement, stated Circé-Côté, must carry on despi te al1 of this '-anti-feminist 

fool i~hness."'~ 

In Quebec, during this iime p e n d  suffragists and feminists were thought of as one 

and the ~arne.'~ As Karine Hébert points out, --...tout le débat entourant l'accession des 

femmes aux franchises électorales, en raison de son caracttire public, ayant souvent Cté 

dCcrit comme l'dément représentatif de  l'ensemble du mouvement féministe: qui était 

"~ulien Saint-IMichel (pseud.) 'Questions sociales et teministes." Le Monde Ou\-rïer/Labor World. 
(24 janvier. 1970). 

-. 
"In 19 13 the L o d  Councif of Women in Montreai organized a two-week Montreai Suffiraye 

Eshi bition, and chat same year the Montreal Suffrage was formed. 
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suffraeste était féministe."'' C i d ô t é ' s  vietrs on the subject of s-e duriny this penod 

are doubIy fmcinating if one keeps in mind that they were gmed towards a working-dass 

readership. Most rnarkedly, her anti-clencal alignment distinguishrd the ferninism she was 

dscnbing to the working-class fiom thaî propelied bg the Junir~. purrontzesw of the Saint- 

Jean Baptiste-Society and the FNSJB. 

However, consistent with the feminist praxis she deveIoped as a fcmmc dc Iciircv in 

the previous decade, in alrnost al1 of Circé-Côté's articles on the subject of fernale suffrage. 

she charged those who did not support the feminist cause with k ing  aiavistic - "stuck in 

the mouldy middle aga? She expanded this rather general accusation, during her work for 

Le :24011de Ortvrier, to include other dramatic comparisons. Interestingly, in her arguments 

iespecially those on the subject of suffrage) she ofien compared the state of the suffrage 

carnpaign in Q u e k  to the progress of the feminist movernent in the United States and in 

English Canada." Openly compring Quebec's status on the issue of suffrage to the rest of 

North America, Circé-CÔtS was standing boldly against the nationalist conssn:ativrs who 

were arluing that French-Canada's "unprogressive" and "an ti-modem" stance towards 

'6~eminin nntegy. Circé-Côte arguai. -s'agit de reduire à néant tous les arguments 
moyenaseurs.. ." The vote, she pointed out, if it is indeed a "ri~ht". should be a -rightW for everyone - 
rwardless of their class. "Le Vote des Femmes. Les femmes doivent-elles se prévaloir du droit qui leur a été 
donne3 - Le devoir de la nouvelle citoyenne." Le Monde Ou\~ier/Labor N'orld (8 décembre 19 1 7). 

77 In an editorial on the subject of women's stagnant waoes. Circe-Côte tells her readers to make 
aIliances with their "sisters over the border" and to send delegates to international congresses stiidyiny social 
questions. "Ii y aurait un moyen pour les demoisdes de magasin d'améliorer leur son. comme les femmes 
des Etats-Unis, elles devraient chercher dans l'association Ia solution de ce probleme qui intéresse leur 
sexe ..qu'elfes étudient les questions sociales et se mettent en relations avec ceus qui peuvent les renseigner 
sur les devoirs des patrons et jusqu'à quel point il leur est pennis d'abuser de leurs employ &...- Julien Saint- 
Michel, (pseud.)"Ayez pitie d'elles! La situation des employkes de magasins n'est guere enviable. - Patrons 
et clients s'appliquent a leur rendre la vie misirable," Le Monde Ouvrier&&or World (1  septembre 191 7). 
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sufiage made it all the more Wrtuous. 

it would seem that Circé-Côté had become unwilling to view anglophone North 

Amenca as a cultural menace (as described by the clerico-natiodists) but rather as a region 

that had a great d d  to "teach" Quebec This is an interesting change of tactics for sorneone 

who was simultaneously emphasizing the specificity of the French-Canadian "race". She 

usrd unflattering cornparisons between Quebec and English-speaking North Arnrnca as a 

confionîational tactic. She drew on notions of c.volulionism (1-e. the argument that Quebec 

was falling behind) IO demonstrate her point. This juxtaposition signais a certain level of 

bittemess in her arguments for feminist refom. She swings back and forth - asserting on 

one hand that the French-Canadian race had the "potential for change," and, on the other 

hand suggesting that its evofution at this juncture rnight be hopeless. 

In  a piece Circé-Côté entitled "L '~murzc~pu~ion de fujC;n;nrc.,'- shr broadrned her 

early eRom to estabiish a "history" of feminism." Feminisrn, she detailed, was like a 

secretly germinated fmit ripened quite suddenly by rays of sunlight; it had for a long time 

been simply an "underground movement" of opinions. However, Circé-Côté pointed out 

that feminism. having now "?mived," had brought about geai changes in the overall dignity, 

liberty and rights of ~ o r n e n . ? ~  

Her feminism had developed an angy antintlerical cornponrnt: she charged her 

7g~ulien Saint-Michel (pseud.) -L'émancipation de la f i e .  Pourquoi refuse-t-on le droit de vote 
aux Canadiens de la Province de Québec7 Serons-nous toujours en amère des provinces soeurs? On n'est 
jamais si bien sen~i que par soi-même,- J e Monde Ouvrier/Labor Worw (1 O mars 19 1 7). 

79 
It is interesting to note that as e d y  as feminism -was bom" in Montreal. feminists iike Circé-Cote 

were intent on witing up its 'undeniablu progressive" histoq The need to understand and suppon the 
movement in both present-day and historical terms seems to have been pan and parcel of early feminist 
consciousness. 
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opponents (especially the CathoIic churcb as svidenced by the doctrine of anti-feminism 

found in the epistles of Saint Paul) wvith trrating women like slaves. " Krrping in mind that 

at this point an emphasis on male'female complementarity \vas axiornatic to iMontred's 

feminist movrment. this was a rather startling theoretical reorirntation. Ln contrst to the 

stance taken by many matemal-feminists, CircéCÔté had become convinced that the Church 

opposed any true complementarity of gender roles. She argue& in facc that in Québec. 

Catholicism rested ai the hem of the problems facing women. Seeminply in tandem with 

her îhoughis on suffrage, fminism and the education of owip girls were CircXôté's ides  

on the social responsibility of women. Aside from those women who suffer daily from a 

double workload - "lourd fardeau - double tâche' - CircéCôté calls upon al1 women with 

frer hands to begin campaip of moraiization and assistance to take over from the religious 

cornmuni tirs. Clerics, she argue& were ill-equipped to deal ~ 7 t h  the social problems 

associatrd with wornen and children. Circé-Côté callrd upon philanthropists and 

professionals to form a reform moïfernent whch wodd provide public rducation workplace 

inspection, protection of children, and of oung girls. CircéCôté askrd them to look into 

issues such as unhealthy homes, decoration of public spaces, creation of museums and 

others. 

Following the example of their sisten in the United States, Canadian women should 

form associations to prevent child mortality, to survey the manner in which children are 

briny treated, to determine whether they are being given adequate nourishment, and to 

80  Circe-Cote uses this "slave throwing offchains" images. quite otien to shock her readers. See 
"Le Vote des Femmes." J-e Monde Ouwier/Labor U'orld. (8 décembre 191 7) and "Le Rôle de la femme en 
politique" Le W e  Ouvrierfl &or WorM. (1 1 mai 19 18). for e.amples. 



ensure that they are not k ing  abused Commissions should be formed to monitor schools. 

asylums, hospitals, refuges for street children and nurseries. Women should forrn crusades 

against drunkemess! Religious associations, Circé-Côté argue& have k n  outmodrd in 

their capacity to care for the weak: 

Les religieuses, malgré leur dévouement, ne suffisent pas et ne sufflront pas à la 
tache de demain, leur action est trop circonscrite, trop fermée. Le mal est au milieu 
du  monde, dans ta rue, dans les ruelies infectes, au fond des bouges. .. Je crois que 
nous aurons fait un grand pas vers le pro& quand nous aurons organisk l'assistance 
de la femme et de l'enfant par la femme." 

I t  is necessary to measure our morais to the march of time, Circé-Côté ciairnsd; it is up to 

womsn to mitigate the inhumanity of the state. In front of the spectacle of our social 

decomposition, Circé-Côté cried, women should embrace their regenerative mission! It is 

up to women to save the situation! 

Asking her readers to consider the origin of women's 6slavr" status - as a child to 

her father, then as a student in the convent schools, culminating in her absolute 

subordination to her husband - CircC-Côté pointed an accusing finger at the "hypnotic 

polvers" of the church. She described this h)~nosis in imaginative detail: 

L'autel a revêtu sa plus belle parure, les mélodies de I'orguc: comme une pluie 
chaude d'été. s'épandent en son âme. la pénètrent, l'amollissent et font éclore en 
cette terre neuve, toute une germination de pensées tendres. A la chaleur du 
sanctuaire braséant comme un coeur, au milieu des nuages de l'encens, les cierges 
fondent et ploient ainsi que les ressorts de la volonté. Parée comme une vierge 
chrétienne qu'on destinait à la roue ou a u  lions, couromke de fleurs, elle voie au 
martyre hypnotisée, a demi consciente, comme une somnambule marche en r&d2 

8 1 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), -Action sociale de la femme." Le Monde Ouvrier/Labor World. (2 
septembre 1916). 

82 M e n  Saint-:Michel (pseud.), "Incapacité intellectuelle et civile de la lemme." Le :Monde Ouvrier/ 
Labor Worfd ( 15 auil ,  19 16). 



CircéCôté aryed that mankges, as sanctified by the church, forced women to assume the 

role of the cloistered m w .  Ifone wouid not go u, far as to insist on a radical abolition of 

m h a g e  altogether, she argueci, then at leasi, if a husband is abusive and uses his -*droits au 

préjudice," he should lose his "right" to d e  the family. 

And yet, despite her revolutionary stance on marriage, it is clear that Circé-CÔt6 

believed that women's work in the public sphere should in no way compromise the "future 

of the race." The waf, she argued, should not be used as an excuse to allow the degeneration 

Ce sera un des plus grand maux de cette guerre que les privations imposées aux 
enfants et dont les conséquences seront I'aflaiblissement de la jeune génération, et 
un retard dans notre évolution..nous réclamons l'intervention de I 'Etat en faveur de 
la femme et de I o d a n t  que les rigueurs de l'hiver présent vouent a un destin si triste. 
Obligée de faire un travail d'homme avec un organisme si fragile. si délicat, il faut 
l'entourer dhn surçoit de protect~on.'~ 

Circé-Côté did not approve of women working simply to make money for -'toilettes, bijoux, 

and parures." Circe-Côté - whose arguments coincided with those of man- male trade 

unionists - womed that wornen's work in the munitions factories was unsanitasi, that the 

wornan were k i n g  worked too hard., and that they should not be forced to work at night: 

C'est ainsi que notre civilisation a fait de la plus douce, de la meiileure moitié de 
I'humanité un être de Meurs, de macérations, de privations et d'oppression, dont 
le cdvaire se fait plus rocailleux à mesure que le monde vieillit. Sa vie comme notre 
fleuve devient de plus en plus aride et désolée a mesure qu'elle s'approche de 
1 'océan anonyme où va s'engloutir sa personnalité. " 

R1 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.). -Sauvons les enfants et iwrs mamans!" Le O u \ 6 e r / l h r  
nrorld. (20 octobre 1 9 1 7). 

aldien Saint-Michei (puud.). -Les Dangers du travail de nuit pour les fmuna." &L 
Ourner/Labor WodA (3 août 19 18). 



Governent intewention was needed, Circé-Côté argusd, to ensure that the women who do 

occupy jobs are "women of substance." in fact, she believed îhat in somr cases. women 

should be sent back into the home - because work shouid be reserved for those who 

eenuinely needed the work." Chacun à sa place. - 
In 2 9 18 the federal goveniment sponsored a bill to extend the suffrage to women. 

This put women in Quebec in the paradoxical situation of king able to vote in feddrral 

elections but not in provincial ones - a situation they would endure until 1940. it \vas not 

just that the "sister provinces" were more prepareâ than Quebec to receive such Iiberties. 

Circe-Côté exclaimed; their overall levels of education and "la tendance de leur esprit" had 

reached a higher plane. Ultimately, she conceded, in Quebec an entire nrenrccli~y needed to 

be overhauled -- women's included Circé-Côté charged: 

Chez Ies Canadiemes-françaises, le féminisme yit dans leur esprit dans un ktat 
latent, obscur, flou, comme une sorte de bouée flottants où I'on distingue à peine la 
forme de l'idéal. Elles en ont une sorte de frayeur, c'est pour eilm Ir fmit défendu, 
elles voudraient bien y mordre, mais elles n'osent y toucher. 

In the United States, Circé-Côté pointed out, women had forced the issue of mandatory 

secuiar schooling and built both libraries and museums - important institutions for 

populations trying to w d v r  intellectually and socially. If women in Quebec failed to 

k o m e  authors of their owm destiny and reclaim their right to vote, they would forever trail 

after the other provinces. She goads her male readers: "Mais ne les mettons pas sur un plan 

d'infërion'té vis-à-vis de leurs soeurs du Domini04 exigeons la reconnaissance de nos 

85 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), "Chacun a sa Place." Le Monde Ouvrier/tabor World (2 1 juin 
1919). 
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Education in Quebsc, Circk-Côtti ofien argued, n d  to be more modem and more 

practical if the FrenchCanadian race was ever to be -armed" to competr wïth anglophone 

North Amenca fiom a position of "strength." Another si te for com parison which reappears 

as a leitmotif in her efforts to define feminism for her working-class rradership is her 

assertion that the achîevement of "wornen's rights" kvas a progressive and modern 

phenomenon. She itlustrated this point by counterpoising women's status in Quebec with 

the "primitive" treatment of women by men of the *Orient." The issue of working-class and 

female education \vas a particularly important one for Circé-Côd, as it hit at the core of her 

efforts to encourage French Canada's capaçity for --self-improvement."" Thex was no other 

way, s h r  ofien argued, to ensure the intellectual, moral. and material advancement of the 

FrenchSanadian masses. In an effort to explain the detrimental impact that o r s  of 

prejudicial treatment of girl cchdren might have on a "race," she contrasted the status of 

French-Canadian female ducation uith what she imagined to be the anti-feminist traditions 

of the Chinese: 

Jamais peuple n'a traduit si knergiquement son sentiment anti-Eministe que les 
Chinois, s'il faut en croire la légende de la saint Enfmce qui veut que tant de petites 
demoiselles Chrysanîhèmes et Fleurde-Lotus aient été noykes si-tôt après leur 
naissance, comme des chatons, par leurs parents inhumains, qui ne voyaient en elles 

Uri Jdien Saint-Michel (pseud.), "L'ërnancipation de ia femme: Pourquoi r e k - t - o n  ie droit de vote 
aux Canadiennes de la Province de Québec3 Serons-nous toujours en amère des probinces soeurs" On 
n'est jamais si bien servi que par soi-même," Le Monde OuvrierILabor World ( 1  O mars 19 17). Some women 
in Quebec, she e~ciairns. are wom'ed chat voting will "masculinirè' them- in fact. Circé-Côté argues. should 
women gain the right to vote, it is the electorate that will becomc more gentle. The tobacco and whisky 
associated with election niyhts might even be replaced with flowers and tickets to the theatre! 

87 Education s t d  as a central theme for the Freernasons with whom she was associated. It is 
notewonhy thai Le !Mo& Ouvrier-A editor Gustav Francq was a h  a Freernason. 



que des bouches inutiles à nourrir, des objets de luxe que les riches seuls pouvaient 
se payer!'" 

She went on to explain that while people in counûies like Canada may not go to the barbarie 

estremes of "les célestes," they continued to receive news of the birth of a daughtrr with 

disappointment Now îhat many Canadian men were k i n g  taken away to fight in the \var, 

she pointed out, women were deservedly king sought out and cherished for their potential 

and actual accomplishments. 

Her comments on the Chinese ment further contextualization. Laurier's Liberal 

government had launched an aggessive immigration campaip. Many, about 800,000 

immigrants, of those who mived in the first decade of the twentieth ceniury, had corne 

From the non-Anglo-saxon ~ o r l d . ' ~  The Chinese were deemed unable to rvoive as a race 

or to assimilate (rapidly enough) the North American values of liberal capitalism. Asians 

and blacks occupied the bottom o f  the race iadder in Canada. By using the Chinese --race" 

as a point of contrast, it would seem that Circé-Côté \vas attempting to force feminist change 

in Montreal - by threatening that the French-canadian race in Montreal would loss the little 

primacy it had over lower-ranked races if women did not get the vote. She was suggesting 

S"lulien Saint-MicheUpseud.), "Autres Temps. Autres Moeurs: Le nouveau role de la femme - Les 
maris despotes et la communauté de biens," &e Monde OuvrierKabor N'or14 (28 octobre 1916). 

m& Angus McLaren notes. "British and Americans were viewed as the most desirable. next 
nonhern and western Euopeans. afier central and eastem Europeans (indudino the Jews). and last of al1 the 
Asians and blacks. Thus one found in an eminently respectable hinory such as Sir G. .Arthur Ooughty and 
Adam Shortt 's C a t h  a d  i fs  P r o ~ i t x e ~  ( 1 9 14- 1 9 1 7) the Galicians presented as mentally slow. the ltalians 
as devoid of shame; the Turks, Armenians, and Syians as undesirable; the Greeks. Macedonians. and 
Bulganans as liars, the Chinese as addicted to opium and gambling, and the amval of Jews and Negroes as 
'entireiy unsolicited.' James S Wdswonh ,  the Social Gospeller and future founder of the CCF. followed a 
similar line of categorization (based on his reading o f  eugenics) when describing his mission work among the 
immigrants of pre-World War One N'Înnipeg. He contrasteci the  Scandinavians and lcelanders ('clean- 
bodied' and 'seriouç-rninded race') to the Slavs and Galicians ('addicted to drunken sprees' and 
'animalized' j. -* MacLaren. Our Own S-er Raq, 47. 



that wîthout rapid evolution in gender relations, French Canada could easily devolve into a 

state of "celestial" primitiveness. 

Circé-Côté defined French-Canadian "wireness" as an ability to rvolvr and t his, by 

necessi-, cxcluded Montrealen of Chinese decent. Circé-Côté's rffom to compare the 

French-Camdian race to the Chinese race was a tactic she often took to embarrass Frsnch- 

Canadian gender conservatives into action. Ttiere is ample evidencr of the use of this 

strate~y arnong anglophone fint-wave feminists. Mariana Valverde describes: 

With respect to Asians, the ternis ''Chinese*q and "Oriental," which were used 
interchangeabiy, did not refer so much to 3~graphy or physical appearance as to the 
mythical image of the -Oriental" derived from European and American views of 
China. Central to this myth was the view that the Orientais were not savages (sincr 
Marco Polo, Europeans had had a certain awe of China) but were, on the contraq, 
so c i v i l i d  that they had degeneratd..the Canadian Royal Commission on Chinese 
and Japanesr immigration of 1902 took it for granted that immigrants from [China 
and Japan] could not possibly ever be ganted ci tizenship status because of the vices 
inherent in '-an ancient and effete cit-ilizati~n."~ 

By contrast, for Circé-CÔté, the French-Canadian rnentality had the potential to evolve, but 

only wi th the hel p of feminism. The Chinese mentality, as --weryone" was aware, would 

forever be restrained by its traditions. Madge Pon has asserted: 

... the language, imagery, and rnetaphon used to create, and express, anti-Chinese 
racism were loaded with cultural values that hinged upon intersecting notions of 
race, class, and gender. The Myth of the Yellow Perd was distinctly tailored to fit 
the western construction of Oriental Chinamen ... white Canadians' racism was 
fuellrd by a brlief that (within) the Chinaman lurked an rvil so deep and so 
incomprehensible that assimilation t a s  impossible." 

'M Valverde, The Aue of Liuht. S o a ~  and W u ,  1 1 1 

9 1 Poo elahrates: -ln the Canadian hisîorical literat ure on anti-Chinese racism, the emasculation 
and ferninization of  Chinese men. as a fonn of racial and gender oppression, have eiiher been igrtored or 
glosseû over Most scholars have focused upon the racist stereotqpes of Chinese men as sojourners. cheap 
labourers. opium fiends, and bachelor immigrants. By looking at Chinese men as gendered, as well as 
raciaiized and class-defineci subjects. we can betier understand the complexity of racisi myths and 
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By compring the French-Canadian race to the Chinese race, Circk-Côt2 \,as shoibing her 

cornmitment to racialisrn9' - which newls to be analytically distingwshed from Pon's 

asxition that racism was a sirnply -cultural value" of white Canadians. (Of course. Circe- 

Côté, was also king 'racist' in the sense of seing the Chinese as inferior, but this was part 

and parcel of her ideology of evolutionism.) Circé-Côté was mounting hsr kminist 

resistance, playïng upon fears of French Canada's fattering *-evolution " on a world stage. 

MRGIX-EATING MIXOTAURS - Ferninism's self-authored sou1 for the l9tOs 

Nothing is more odd than a woman, posing as a man, telling her audiences that 

--wornen" need to be the authors of their owm emancipation. And yet, at the end of the war, 

N I  th many women in Montreai facing unemployment as a resul t of reduced \var production 

and the return of male workers, CircéCôté was doing just that. In an editorial titled 

"Emancipation de la Femme," published in J a n u q  1920, Circé-Côtk tirs1 went to geat 

lengths to esplain why, for years, women had seemingiy "accepted" their stats of 

"enslavement:" 

On lui a pourtant assez przche son abjection, son inférioritk. qu'elle avait failli y 
croire ... Elle n'a pas protesté. L'habitude de porter le joug 1-ayant rendue 
apparemment soumise. Mais elle s'est dit: "Si je n'ai pas d'âme, si l'on a oublié de 
m'insuffler en meme temps que la vie cette petite chose impalpable, imrnatériek, 

distourses " "Like a Chinese Puele: The Construction of Chinese Masarlinity in Jack Canuck." in Joy Parr 
and Mark Rosenfeld, eds., e n d e r  and Historv in C w  (Toronto. Copp Clark Ltd. 1996). 89 

92 Due& points out that racialism, that is. the widely-held belief that races were real, must be 
distinguished fiom -racismW during this period. He argues -The extent of the era's obsession with race and 
purity requires o f  t he historian bot h a wide-angle lem and an ability to zoom on the real differences between 
racists and racidists.- Dueck. "The Sdamader and the Charneleos" 205. 



aérienne, subtile, qui distingue en somme si peu l'homme de la brute, je vais m'sn 
fabriquer une?' 

Because of this enslavement, Circé-CÔté cxplained, women had been forcrd to creatr thrir 

own souls. And they were more perfect than any ones that they might have acquired frorn 

God. Ln its anti-essentialism, this may seem an arrestingly sophisticated insight. 

In the 1930s, antifeminist attacks in Montreal lost none of their virulence- 

Antifeminists - arguing that feminists and suffragettes wanted io destroy the "woman- 

rnother" and the --ferninine'' woman - continued to oppose the vote for women. ')' In her 

book on the reconstruction of gender in interwar Britain, Susan Kingsley Kent argues that 

j ust as nineteentkentury physicians and xientists had created sesual discourses t hat upheld 

individuals' political identities on the basis of their sexuality, twentieth-centun, 

psychiatrists, social reformers, and others built up a vast literature about male and fernale 

sexuality that served to restore "order" in the face of the Great War's upheavals: 

... after the hom'fic events of the Great War, the specter of conflict between men and 
women codd harâly be tolerated; postwar society sought above al1 to rezstablish a 
sense of peace and security in an unfamihar and insecure world. The most 
fundamental step in that direction appears to have been an insistence upon gender 
peace: a relationship of male-fernale complementarity in which women did not 
compete with men in the public sphere ...15 

q3~ulien Saint-Michel (pseud.). -LIEmanciption de la fèmme." Le Monde Ouvrier/ Lpbor World 
( I O jamier 1920). 

'J.4 As the Clio Collective points out. some women oroanized a counter campaigri @nst women's 
sufhge Manu women opposed suf ige  because they believed that if women voted they would lose the 
power associated with their noble mission as "mothers of the race*' and "yuardians of the Ianyuaye and the 
faith " Clio Collective, -bec VCyomen, 264. 

9 5 Susan Kingsley Kent explains: -A gender system of separate spheres for men and women based 
upon scientific theones of semai difference, a new ernphasis upon motherhood.. .uas to be &ed out and a 
return to normalcy efFected. Most feminists. no t e s  interested in the establishment of peace and order, 
adopted t hese discourses as they aniculated their dernands." Makinn P w e -  The Reconstruction of Gender . * 

jn Intenvar R w  (Princeton: Princeton University Press. 1993). 1 JO. 



Despite t h i s  general rsactionq trend in the early twentiss, Circé-CÔti prexnted a "hopeful" 

feminism to her workingclass readers. Feminism, she explained in a marner that was boldly 

anti£lerical, w s  "self-authorized" And yet curiously, consistent with her early matemalist- 

feminist orientation, Circti-Côté )vas quick to maintain that the soul thai these feminists had 

--authored" for themselves contained matemal love, marital tendemess, devotion. and the 

"endurance o f  a martyr- With the help of psychologists, she joked, the Ferninisi's "self- 

authored soul," in its delicacy, finesse, prescience, intuition, and divination, was thrreby 

superiur to that of a Catholic. Such a woman's essence was superior. she rmphasized. 

because she had dmvn it from within her own mind and hem: 

... laissons dormir bible et mythes dans leur poussière séculaire: on en a depuis 
longtemps extrait tout ce qu'ils contenaient d e  substantiel. On ne gagmerait rien à 
pressurer cette pulpe desséchée. Pourquoi citer le mysob'yne Salomon, a qui la 
sagesse fbt échue, probablement parce qu'il posséda sept cent femmes et trois cents 
concubines, ou les Pères de I'Eglise, qui se demandèrent lon@emps si la femme 
avait une âme, parce qu'on ne serait guère fixé sur la question du fiminisrne en les 
invoquant." 

Eventually, explained CircéCôté, it \vas the w-oman who was suddenly preparrd to burst 

forth - to animate ber o\m "nothinpess" with no help Frorn man. Refusing to privilege the 

philosophy of the Catholic religion, CircCCôté asserted an individual's "self-authorized" 

identity - evrn against the mandate of a collective spirituality. With Promethean enrrgy, 

enthused Circé-CÔté, women have named their own emancipation: 

Aujourd'hui, les émancipateurs de la femme ressemblent à Chanteclerc qui  chante 
après le lever du soleil. C'est l'astre lui-meme qui a dissipé les tenkbres où les 
sombres mains de la nuit l'avaient roulé comme dans un linceul. Le proverbe a 
raison: on n'est jamais si bien servi que par soi-même. II faut Ctre soi-même l'artisan 

96 Julien Saint-  mi ch el (pseud.), "Le véritable aspect du probleme féministe." Monde 
Ou\ier/Labor Wodë (4 avril 1925). 
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de son évolution."' 

CircSSôté pointed out h t  if women sat around and waitrd for men who like Christ, would 

be heaven-sent to pull their underutilised intelligence out of limbo, thry would wait in 

obscurity for a very long tirne. But, Circe-CÔté asserted, women had made a hole in thsir 

'-cocoons;" and althotgh many women in Quebec were not yet ernancipatsd, a precedent had 

been estab1 ished for far-reaching change. 

In 1911, a group of  feminists from Montreal made a well-publicizrd pilgirnage to 

Quebec Ciiy to meet with Premier Taschereau, and to press for the right to vote. Taschereau 

announced that he opposed women's sufnage on the basis that women needed to be "freed 

from political duties in order to cars. out their proper mission in life. He declared: "It is 

precisely because men want women to carry out their mission in lifr that the' want to kr rp  

them out o f  politics; women have a ministry of love and charity to fulflll and this role is 

totally inappropriate for men.'* Because of the enornous resisrance generated by this 

meeting in Quebec, the campaign for suffrage ternporarily died down. The politicai stniggle 

of Montreal's feminists seemed to have al1 but disappeared until 1 927, when the .4iIiuncc' 

C-unudicnnc. pour Ir vote rlcs fcmmcs du Qu2bc.c. \vas founded. 

By 1 927, Circé-Côté made no effort to contain her sense of rxasperation with the 

pacr of change. She aslied her readers: When will women get the vote in Q u r k c ?  This 

needless waiting, she crie4 placed women in Q u e k c  in a humiliating posture vis-à-vis 

97 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud), nL'émancipation de la femme," -r  Wodd ( l O 

January 1920). 

98 Translated in the Clio Collective, W o m a  263. 



their --more favoured siners in the other provinces: 

Les femmes sortent+lks de leur torpeur? Ontelles fini par comprendre qu'elles ne 
peuvent se désintéresser plus longîemps de leurs droits sociaux sans abdiquer leur 
dignité, voire même leur orgueil, en se tenant sur un pied d'inférioritk dans la 
Confédération canadienne qui les appelle toutes à participer au.. anaires d u  pays et 
dont elles ne veulent pas entendre la voix l i b é r a n i ~ e ? ~  

Women in Quebec might not know this, CÜcé-Côté stated, but women's suff'rage had rsistrd 

long before the letîer of the law in Canada. Our mothers, she pointed out, had been 

cornfortably practising this most controversial act until 1 835 ! Quebec had in fact taken the 

iniriarrw in this enlightened measure:'" 

Mais nos anc&es possédaient cette belle simplicité d'esprit qui est une lumière. Les 
castors n'avaient pas encore troublé cette eau limpide qui reflitait le ciel- Comme 
l'aigle va droit au ciel, leur raison d'un coup d'aile hardi s'élevait aus sommets de 
la pensée. Parce qu'ils avaient le coeur pur, ils voyaient Dieu c'est-à-dire la véritk. In'  

French Canadians bad "inherited" a natural advantage in view of  the modern changes taking 

place in maldfemale relations, but the Catholic Church \vas standing in the way of French 

Canada's trut uruf evol ut ion. 

99 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), "Le s u f i g e  tëminin," Le ,Monde Ouw-ier/Labor World (6 a d  
1929). 

lm Andrtie tévesque dso oflen points this out in her wdings on the history of su-e in Quebec. 
She elabrates-  "Pourtant. un siècle et  demi plus tôt, certaines femmes aboient déjà vote Ainsi. de 1792 a 
1 849, des femmes, sunout des veuves, mais aussi des célibataires ou des épouses marÏées en siparation d e  
biens. ont voté au Q u k .  Ces femmes, propriétaires ou locataires urbaines ont été exclues entre 1834 et 
1836, puis ont très peu vote entre 1836 et 1849 Les années 1830 marquent un tournant dans la définition 
du cens électoral. qui ne  sera plus d C s o m i s  uniquement fondé sur la propriété mais aussi sur k sexe. Ainsi. 
lors de l'incorporation de  la cite de Montréal en 183 1. le sexe fëminin fiit spécifiquement exclu du suffrage. 
Cette perte de droits civils témoigne d'un changement social dans la perception de la femme son exclusion 
parait liée non pas tant a des considirations &tiques qu-à d a  chrvi&ments accompagnés d'un 
durcissement dans l'attribution des rôles sexuels." -ce et T--des en histo-es 
femmes au O u e h  (Montréal: Les éditions du remue-ménage, 1995). 20. 

101 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), X e  S u m e  fëminiq" Le Monde Ouvricr/Labor World (6 avril 
1929). 



And so, Circé-Côté lamente& women in Quebec suffered humiliations but did not 

protest. She despaireci: "Tant mieux! il faut que quelqu'un donne une impulsion à la grande 

roue du progrès. Comme d'habitude, nous suivrons.'~'"' It \vas regrettable. CircC-Côtk 

argueci, that it seemed to be sornething essentially "F rench-Canadian" never to bs "in the 

lead" as far as îhe great progressive movernents were concerned This had not always k e n  

the case. Circé-CÔté elabrateci: 

il y a cent ans, nous avions ie courage d'imposer nos idks à nos maîtres. Nos pères 
innovaient dans notre pays une forme de gouvernement qui allait à l'encontre des 
vues du vainqueur. La révolution canadienne-française du Québec a mis le Canada 
en branle. Le HautCanada s'est mis à la remorque du Bas-Canada. Ce n'est pas M- 
Mackenzie qui inspirait la politique de Papineau. 'O3 

And now, CircS-CÔté crie& here we are in Quebec "parlementing" on a question that 1s 

already an accomplished fact in the other provinces! Here we see how Circé-Côté linked 

her persod ties wïth nineteenth-century radicalism to developiny a feminist component to 

her n w  rouge ideology. Devoted to the idea that French Canada would rvolvr: to reach 

parity with the anglophone majority in the industrial world she modemizrd the ioose 

doctrines and revolutionary ideals of 1 789 in France and 1 837i38 in Quebec to create space 

for her feminist project. lCq 

Nous avons le plus grand respect pour les monuments du passé ... ceux surtout qui 
sont en pierre. Les lois françaises, dans la patrie de Hugo et d'hatole France, 
évoluent constamment, les nôtres restent cristallisées dans le respect que nous avons 
pour la mére-patrie. Ce sentiment nous honore, mais c'est le jugement et non le 

102 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), "Le Sénat ferme aux femmes," Monde OuvrierlLabor H'orla 
(25 aoùt 1938). 

104 Dutil. Jh i l ' s  Adv-, 334. 



sentiment qui doit prévaloir dans !'esercice de la justice. Une loi rigide qui ne sr: plie 
pas aux exigences de l'heure est appelée a disparaître- Ii  lui faut tous les cent ans au 
moins faire peau neuve pour s'adapter aux nouveau besoins de la socititk Or donc. 
si nous voulons conserver nos lois françaises, il faut les assouplir. leur 6ter leur 
caractère moyenageux et tyrannique. 'O5  

M e n ,  Circi-CÔté asked, will we stop resorting to word garnes or invoking old treaties and 

dehnct texts to jusrie tyanny?lW In her impatience to see change, Circé-Côte sometimes 

placed on an ideological back bumer her confidence in French Canadians' "progressive 

psycholo@cal essence" and the hopehil s igs of French Canada's eariy popssive traditions 

she had unearthed. Was Circé-Côté losing hope that the French-Canadian n c e  had the 

In her editorial "Qui donnera le vote aux femmes," she argued that women at this 

j unc ture were called upon to al ly themselves with ~ h m n : e r  would work towards the cause 

of suffrage: 

La fin justifie les moyens. Si Paris vaut bien une messe, le suffrage fiminin vaut bien 
un '%od save the King" Disons avec Musset 'Qu'importe Ir flacon. pourvu qu' il me  
donne l'ivresse. ' S'il y en a qui ne tiennent qu'au flacon, s'ils le veulent en verre 
coupé, bouché à l'émeri avec des facettes comme un diamant, d'autres au contraire 

195 Circe-Côte continues: "Si l'on s'en était jadis tenu au texte de la Reine Vierge, la religion 
catholique aurait été bannie des coionnies anglaises et paniculiérement du Canada. Le traite de Paris stipulait 
bien que l'exercice de la religion catholique serait autorisé dans la Nouvelle-France - mais avec cette 
restriction en tant que pennis par les statutes d'Elizabeth. Si les hommes d ' ~ t a t  anglais avaient suivi 
nooureusement les anicles de leur loi. ils auraient contraint les habirants de cc pa'x a s'exiler ou a embrasser 
I'Xnglicanisme, ils ont bien su faire plier la lettre au profit de l'esprit liberal qui les animait et de I'intérët de 
leur politique pour pas heurter le sentiment public ei s'aiiéner Ie coeur et l'âme d'un peuple qu'ils tenaient a 
consemer Pourquoi s'autoriser d'un passé moyenageus afin de barrer l'avenir aux femmesq" Julien Saint- 
Michel (pseud ) "Autre temps, autres moeurs," L e  Monde Ouvrier/Labor World, (30 novembre, 1929) 

106 Duriny the 1920s. the Canadian government decided that although certain women could vote 
and mn for a seat in the House of Cornons the). would be denied entrance to  the Senate. Circe-Coté was 
outraged by this decision. The constitution, she points out. dates that "al1 people" who are "qualified" 
should be eligible. To deny women a seat in the Senate. she argued, was tantamount to excluding women 
fiorn the category "person." Julien Saint-Michel (pseud. ). "Le Sufige féminifi" Le Monde ûuvrïer/Lab~~ 
world, (5 novembre 1927). 



ne voient que la liqueur couleur de sang au bouquet subtile qui monts au ceneau- 
fait battre le coeur et active la poussée des mouvements généreux 'O' 

The principle of suffrage, CircéCÔté argue& is far more impomt than an? form of 

political partisanship or racial identification. '" And yet simultaneously, when questions of 

rnorality, education, and hygiene are brought into play, Circé-CÔté contended that women 

shouId be readq to act because the ttnire of the "French-Canadian race" depended on it. To 

make her argument more emphatic, Circé-Côté used the analogy of uniting positive and 

negative currents - explaining that unless these two bbcontrary" elements are reunited, the 

French-Canadian govemmental "machine" 4 1  continue to mal function : 

Parce que l'un des courants essentiels à la production du fluide magiitique a 
manqué l'étincelle électrique d'où nous viendra la lumière - les anti-fiministes 
disent l'éclair et le tonnerre - n'a pas jailli. 'Ov 

French-Canadian men cannot evolve. she charged, unless women are able to vote. Science, 

she reminded her readers, has proven that there is no difference between the intelligence of 

the man and the woman. The success of sarage in Quebec, Circé-Côté asserted, is 

inevitable - and women in Quebec cannot be deprived of the vote without ensuring the 

'"Julien Saint-Mi-chd (psaid.). -Qui donnera le vote aux femmes." Le Monde OuiTiedLabor 
World (32 octobre 1927) 

'08~irne and tirne again it h a  been proven thrt women u n  vote mithout prejudice - women have 
dedicateti themselves to  understanding social probiems - and have provided indispensable contributions. In 
elections where women have been yranted the vote. Circé-Côté argues. the candidates have been forced t o  
"clean up their acts " And. she assens. there is n o  reason why this should be any different in Quebec 
CI'omen have a speciai objective when it cornes t o  voting in elections- their children. Julien Saint-Michel 
(pseud ), "Le drojt de vote aux femmes," Le Monde Ou\-rier/Labor World (5 f é ~ n e r  1927) In an editorial 
entitled ^Les droits des mères." she argues that although the Americans have taken the initiative in terms o f  a 
"pacificist movement- it is logicd that women should want t o  put an end t o  war. Wu. she points out. rnakes 
sivine birth useless! Universal peace, therefore, is at the h e m  ofevery woman's agenda. J.e Mo& 
DuMiert'Labor World ( 14 février 1925). 

'<nJuliui Saint-Michel (puud.). X e  droit de vote aux femmes." Le Monde 0uv"edLabor World (5  
fekner 1 927). 



humiliation of their entire race- 

Circé-Côté went so far as to accuse wornrn in Quebec of being passive and 

indifferent. Yet, if women had not revolted in the name of their liberation. it \ ras  because 

they had been abused and broken for so long. If this \vas the case, she contended (a la 

Rousseau) women in Quebec would need to have their liberty imposed upon thsm: 

Quand même les femmes ne voudraient pas le droit de vote. raison de plus pour le 
leur imposer, car il est urgent de les sortir de leur coquille où elles vivent une vie 
purement végétative ... Si les femmes ne comprennent pis aujourd'hui le don de Dieu, 
il viendra un temps ou leurs yeux s'ouvriront à la lumière. ' 'O 

I t  is the responsibility of those "who are enligbtened," she stated, to corne to the rescue of 

their inferior sisters, to raise them out of the prejudice and ignorance that had kept them at 

the "bottom of the ladder.- With so many women in the workforce, the clerg!! pointed ou& 

women were neglecting their --mission providentielle, la maternité." ' ' l Whi le CircéCote 

agreed that motherhood was the most important part of a worhng woman's 

"responsibilities," her rationale differed from that of the Church. Her insistence upon the 

imponance of motherhood derived not from traditional Chnstians ideals, but from her 

concern for the culturd evolution of the French-Canadisui race. 

CircC-Côté's earliest witing on the subject of feminism emphasized women's 

superiority in the field of "carr-giving" and "nurturing." During the nineteen-twenties much 

of her energy went to\vards reminding worliing women of their responsi bili ties towards their 

children. Circé-Coté warned women that they stiil "needed to get marrieci, which \vas - 

I in Julicn Saint-hiichd @seud.). -Qui donnera le vote aux femmes." Monde Ou\-rier/C abor 
World f 22 octobre 1927). 



notw-ithstanding al! the imperfections of the Gate of maniage - a girl's "dut\-." Women 

s hould CircéCôté aserted, enter into rnarTiag* will ingly, rathrr than wai t for the day whrn 

the  state had to intenlene and force hem to re-enter "the famiif- in order to save 

humanit)-.'" However, a woman can no longer be expected to be an unthinking parmer in 

Elle n'est pas la satellite qui gravite autour de lui [her husband]. sans rayon qui lui 
soit propre, mais l'amie de toutes les heures, en qui il trouve la rkcompense de ses 
efforts, le repos dû à son travail. C'est ainsi que le malentendu entre les sexes est 
appelé a disparaître. ' " 

Similady, women needed to be held responsible for the health and safety of their children: 

women who leave their children unattended while they go to the cinema or socialize with 

their fnends should be punished."' Unless mothers are held accountablr. Circé-Côté 

\vameci, the FrenchCanadian race will have to abandon al1 hop of sun i~ ïng  in Canada. 

II2 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.). "La Sainte-Cathenne." Le Monde OuMier/Labor WorlQ (27 
novembre 1926 j. 

"3~ulien Saint-Michel. (pseud.). &La femme de demain-. Le Monde Ouwierfiabor Worid (3 
septembre 1927) 

I I 4  .As Dueck has arguecl, child rearing had a speciai place in raciaiist and eugenic theor). during this 
time period: "E,'rrtraitwmurrf, went the spoken assumptioq began in infancy and parenthood. In the p r e - W 1  
period. when the euyenics movernent beyan to make major inroads into Canada and orher Western nations, 
the mother's relationship to  her child became increasi~gly a matter of public concern " Dueck, "The 
Salamader and the Chameleoq" 265. 

"'~ulien Saint-Michel (pseud.). -Les meres imprévoyantes.'* Le Monde Ouwïer/Labor WorlQ ( 13 
octobre 1928). 
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SEDITIOUS SOFAS and SEDUCTTVE S W T S  - -Montrul's Modern Girls (192û-1930) 

The sofa, Circé-Côté reported to her readers with a laugh, has been denounced by 

a pansh priest in ireland, for being a pemicious piece o f  fumi ture! Apparrn tl y. the I r i s h a n  

believed that if young girls "lost their reputations" at an early age it was because of these 

cosy seats with their suggestive rounded edges: 

II semble doué d'une sorte de vertu zphrodisiaque, car à peine les amoureux se sont- 
ils assis dans la tiédeur des coussins que leur coeur se met a faire Toc! Toc! des mots 
tendres montent a leurs lèvres, ils se tournent des yeux langoureux Au rythme de la 
b o u m  souple que font sauter les ressorts, beaucoup de fillettes ont pris Ir mai de 
mer! '16 

If the ferninist praxis of  her witing in the 1920's can be characterized in simple tsrms, Circk- 

had no (or at the vety least proHematic application) to Montreal's natural evolution towards 

"rnodemity." They were as simplistic and out-of-touch as the sofa-phobic Irish cleric. 

As Carol- Strange points out in her study of s inde wage-eaming womrn during the 

nineteen-hventies in Toronto, the rise of the single wornan as an economic and social actor 

was often interpreted as a troubling sideeffect o f  industrial capitalism. As she remarks: 

Her vulnerabil ity to exploitation, her attraction to the material ternptations of  the 
ci@, and her imperilled joumey towards manïage were dl scrutinized and eventually 
rolevated to the level of public debates ... this closely observed sector of the 
workforce ... carne to be undcntood as a moral problern and an inspiration for the 

II6 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), "Precoce Ernancipation," Le Monde Ouwïer/Labor World. (20 
mars 1920). 



deplo'ment of new reyiatov? refodve: manageriai. and medical techniques.. . . ' ! 7  

In Circé-Côté's Monacal, it was the Catholic clergy who expressed the most concrm vis-à- 

vis the "travail ùes apparences" of workuig wornen As Suzanne Marchand points out. " Les 

parures excessives, les exhibitions scandaleuses, de même que la futilité des artifices et des 

fards, ont fait 170bjet de multiples condamnations ... la périoà 1920-1939 a peut-itre kt2 l'une 

des plus prolifiques en sermons, en décrets et en directives de toutes sortes ddnonçant les 

abus de la mode féminine.-''" Exploring the appearance of the single wage-eaming woman 

-- as a clue to the moral consequences of her public presence - preoccupied Montreal's 

clrrgy, mia l  reformen, jownalists and medical experts (who ofien emphasimd the working 

girls' "violation of behavioural nom.") Conversely, CircéCÔté arped tbat the changes in 

women's appearancr w r e  part of a naturai evolution towards modemity. The modern girl 

\vas not as complicated as she seems, Circé-CÔté countcred. She had an infinitely simple 

souI, even "quasi primitive.-'"' 

Bp the time they reach the age of thirteen, Circé-CÔté infomed her readers, many 

orthese modern girls had been in the workforce. Rather than worrying about "sofas" (i-e., 

what the young girls would do during their leisure time), Montrealers were told to scrutinize 

I l 7  Carolyn Strange. Toronto's Girl Problem The Perils and Plasures of the Citv. t 880- 1930 
(Toronto. University of Toronto Press. 1995). 3. 

118 Suzanne lMarchand goes on to explain: -Soucieux de se prémunir contre les abus de ta mode 
ferninine. les évêques de  France, de Beiyique, d' Ailemagne. d' 1 talie, d' Espasne et du Canada entreprenaient. 
des 1920. une campa-- contre cette "funeste abérration- dans leurs pays respectifs Ponctuie par la 
publication de nombreuses lettres pastorales, cette campagne devait faire couler beaucoup d'encre /AI 

Sernairw Rrl ig ie tw ck Qttébec et La Strnmitw Rdigiettw ck Mw~rréal ont, par exemple. consacré pas moins 
de 110 articles a ce sujet au cours de la période étudiée, certains reproduisant des texqes publies outre-mer. 

. - d'autres provenant de membres du clergé québkois." Wuchand. Pwre a Levres et Pantalon, 6 1-62 

Il9 Julien Saint-iMichel (pseud.), "Precoce Emancipatioq" Le  Monde OuvriedLabor Worl4 (20 
mars 1920). 



the bosses under whom these young girls were forced to w o k  Asking youth to sit on austerz 

wood benches, which r d l e d  the severe virtues of traditional mothers, \vas a "thing of the 

past" and would not be understood by young girls who had been d r m n  oui of thrir 

protective shells into the worid of  work and sexual enticement. "' 

In 1 920, Mgr Louis-Adolphe Paquet (vicar-general of  the Action Sociale Catholique 

à Québec) was arbwing that wornen's inherent modesty was "under serious assauf t" in 

Montreal. Such an attack could lead to the "dissolution of  the farnily" and "the abasemrnt 

o f  public morality." This, he exclaimed, would Iead to the "poisoning of Montreal's 

collective seul.""' CircéCÔte, on the other hand, was celebrating something she felt \vas 

"undeniably modem" and therefore "healthy." Modem girls, Circé-Côté aryed, had 

discovered independence during these unn&esfuks becausr the' have found the secret of 

rejuvenation, modemimtion and replenishment! With her c u s t o m q  panache, she developed 

the idea: "La beauté du diable dure indéfiniment depuis les cheveu. coupis, les cosm&iques, 

les massages et les tissus flous q u i  n'accusent aucun contour et ne soulignent pas I'altkration 

des libgnes et la fatigue des chairs"." These days, shr  joked, with the nrw rrfngeration 

techniques, fish that had been around for sevrral months could still make a delicious meal. 

120 Carolyn Strange points out that one o f  the main cornplaints concemino -workina girls" was that 
they were tiee to d o  as they pleased outside their wori; hours: "This obsession with working girls' tirne off, 
rather than their wages o r  their tirne on the job, was inspired primarily by the minority of sinde women who 
lived on their oun, apart fiom fimilies. This version of  the wage-earning woman, the most cornpelling 
illustration of u h a n  industrialization's impzct on family cohesion, was nevertheless considered the archetypai 
worL-ino @ri As an icon of  unçettling change, the woding girf *as a figure fieighred uith meaning that 
waye-earning women themselves scarceiy imagined ..." Strange, Toronto's Girl Probleq, 5 .  There was 
clearly a paralle1 with the discourses on this issue in francophone Sfontreal. 

'=lulien Saint-Michel (pseud.). -La SainteCatherine" & Mo-uvriedLabr World (27 
novembre 1926). 



In  that same way, thanlis to hygiene and medications, girls could hold ont0 their youth 

indefinitely. Who would have known, Circé-Côté asks with a mofk innocence, that the 

short skirts young ladies were wearing could exercise such a nefirious influence on the 

drstiny of our planet? "Eve's daughters" who were now sporting ski- which ended abovr 

the h e e ,  were k ing  charged with causing as many problems as the Communists and the 

Freemasons: 

Pauvre jupe! Comme elle aura provoqué d'émotion cians l'univers ... Ce qu'on lui 
attribue de maléfices! Non seulement elle excite les view marcheurs de la rue Saint- 
Laurent, mais elle agit sur le mercure des thermomètres, dérange I'ordre de l'univers. 
C'est peut-être elle qui a refroidi la lune. C'est quand la satellite de la terre aperçut 
notre première mère avec son cotillon en feuilles de rhubarbe que d'horreur son 
foyer s'est subitement éteint-.. '" 

If the sliirts got any shorter, then pehps would the sun be too mortified to nse? One ivould 

thi& she scoffed, that if the creator had wanted women to be enveloped in long tunics he 

would have built women to look more like onions! 

The clerb?;, in their many indictments against the new "naturaiist/pagan" styles for 

wornen, were bringing attention to an aspect of modem fashion that particularly appealed 

to Circé-Côté. The times had changeci. Circé-Côté relentlessly repeated her manifesto: 

women were not going to wait for others to give them permission to "enjoy" their lives. 

Many now had salaries, which ailowed hem to buy and wear what they 1 iked, eat what they 

l i  ked, and to travel: 

Nos moeurs changent, mais c'est pour le mieux. Les hommes et les femmes 
retombent dans la vérité de leur être ... Les femmes, c'est un signe sensible de leur 

'"lulien Saint-Michel (puud.), -L'influence des jupes cwrtmw Monde OuMiernPbor WodQ 
(9 mars 1929). 



évolution; ont reconquis avec leur dignité la disposition de leur personne ... "' 

In a provocative study of how consumer culture affefted feminists' efforts to --seII the cause 

of suffrage," Margaret F i ~ e g a n  argues that the cultumi expression of the suffrag! 

movernent was a complicated affair. Faced with limits determined by the parameters of 

"respectable access" to the public sphere, ferninists found that the culture of consumer 

capitalism began to define the very manner in which sufhge was defined: 

Consumer capitalism riefers to a mode of capitalis t organiza tion based on the sale of 
primai1 y mas-produced and mas-marketed goods. I t s  culture, vanousl y laklled 
consumer culture, commercial culture, and the culture of abundance, reflects 
competing values, world views, and social structures of that system ... the principal 
characteristics of this culture included 'acquisition and consurnption as the means 
of achieving happiness; the cult of the new, the democratization of desire (the belief 
that individuals had the right to desire the same g d s ) ;  and money value as the 
predorninant measure of al1 value in society.' "' 

Debates over the nature of "modem identity," F i n n e p l  argues, accompanied these 

developments. As commercial and noncommercial calls for self-actuatization gained 

salience, concerns over "inherent'' virtue and character were replaced by comrnoditydefined 

lifestyles. However, as Nan Enstad points out in her study of working-women and popular 

culture, to assert that wnsumerism is "serious and material business, is not to daim it as an 

arena of fieedom, nor to daim that it made women 

I2-I Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.). -Nos filles s'émancipent." Le Monde O u w i e r l l h r  WorlQ (24 
aoùr 1929). 

''%an Enstad mies o f  Labor Gids of Adventure: Workinv Women. Powlu Culture. and Labq 
Politics of the Twentieth Century (New York: Columbia University Press. 1999). As Enstad points out. 
"Women's labor historians have not tended to view women's popular culture as potential political resources. 
Rather, Iike the labor leaders ofthe tirne. they have been suspicious o f  consumensm's trivialking effects. In 
an effon to defend the Icgitimacy o f  women as wwkers, most women's labor historians writing about this 
time maryinalize evidence about the centrality of popular culture to working-class women.. .%%en histonans 
have interroyated the use of consumer culture in the tives of historical actors. however. they have found 



In the pst, Circk-CÔté note4 women had subjected thcir bodies ro deformation- 

cornpressing hm, for example, with corsets and chasticy belts. "' The rrform of dress, shr 

asserted, simply needed to be understood as part and parcel of women-s "rmancipation:" 

Si les femmes d'orient portent encore le voile en cagoule, avec juste assez de jour 
pour qu'on distingue la couleur de leurs y e u .  les femmes d'Occident ont secouk Ie 
joug des robes a traîne qui ramassaient avec la poussiire et les ordures de la route 
les microbes de toutes les maladies pour les inoculer à leur sang. !" 

The more "feminist" a culture, Circé-Côté asserted over and over again, the more evolved. !" 

The reforrns in women's farhion wre, precisely, indications of evolution, s igs  of progrss. 

B o b M  heads were more hygienic; uniformity in dress (although quite boring) would &ring 

about equality between the sexes. Someday soon, Circé-CÔtk prophesized, the fashion 

industry will be obsolete and a woman's body would no longer be looked upon as a 

"fantasy" or a 5-mbol."'" Despite Circé-Côté's insistence that short skirts and haïr 

translated directly into "freedom" for wornen, the situation \sras rnuch more cornplex and 

people usine it to sain identity. dipi ty,  resources. and justice " (6). 

127 In a panicularly amusing editoriai, Cira-Côté mocked a recent announcement of a colle~e 
program developed for wornen "who do not want to lose their husbands." W l y  is it. she asks. that wornen 
must do al1 the work to  keep a rnarriage healthy? Why is ir, that afier a day of  hard work. raising children 
and housekeeping. a woman is t hen supposed to be transformeci, "fraîche et parfiirnée comme un bouquet et 
sentir sous ses Iek~es une peau douce, veloutée. comme celle d'une pêche, @ce a ces poudres 
imperceptibles qui donnent au baiser le goût d'un bonbon ou d'un fiuit.- Rather than trying to Iive up to the 
standards of romance novels, she argues. why not open up a school for husbands? Men should also have a 
concern for -la culture physique et la beauté plastique " Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), 'Écofe pour  pous ses," 
Le Monde OuvrienLabor World (6 août 192 1 ) 

'28~ulien Saint-Michel (pseud.). 'Les Martyrs de la mode,'. Le Monde OuvriedLabor Worlâ, (1 
juillet 1925). 

129 - -  . Mike Hawkins. SocialDarwiniYn I Arnandcan ThoUght. 1 860- 1945 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 1997). 249-27 1 



contradictory. some respects, the social emancipation associated with short skirts and 

"hygienic" hair cuts served as a substitute for more solid sonomic freedoms. "' 

Those who cned out that wornen's short haïr and skirts were "indecent" werr urged 

to study the history of the early exploration and colonization of New France. 

... à la fin du dix-huitième siècle ... les Canadiennes étaient très accortes dans leurs 
jupes courtes qui leur allaient à mis-jambe. Duncan venu plus tard dit également que 
les femmes de la Nouvelle-France portaient des corsages rouges et bleus sans 
manches et décolletés. Et personne ne se signait en les voyant si court vetues, en  ces 
heureux temps où, comme dit Ferland, la Nouvelle-France ressemblait à un 
immense monastère- ''' 

Provocatively combining her interests in national "tradition" and twwntieth-century 

moderniv, Circé-Côté was also challenging the church's interpretation of the French- 

Canadian 'kssence." Maybe women seem l a s  attractive in their new garrnents and 

accoutrements, she conceded, but they cannot be charged with trying to abuse the body that 

t he  creator has desiped for them. Similady, they cannot be accused of false ad~~ertising 

because, under the bright liyht of the city's rlectric iightbulbs, what you see is what you get! 

In an effort to bnng the girl children up to par with their male counterparts. Circti- 

Côté adwcated the mandatov education of @ris. Ln her editorial "L'éducation de nos filles. 

ElIes doivent être protégées pour les luttes de la vie," Circé-Côté argued that Young girls 

deserved to be educated, not only because they were reasoning creatures who had morals and 

aspirations but also because they were king called upon to work for a living and therefore 

131 As Valene Steele has remarked of a similar movernent in the previous century: "Looking back on 
the nineteenth centu-. many histonans have concfuded that dress reform went hand in hand with the 
advance of women's rights. Yet such was not the case The dress reform movement was a failure." Steele, 
Paris Fashiun, 162 and 187. 

132 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), "Les Martyrs de la Mode," Le Monde OuvrierlLabor World (4 
juillet 1925). 



needed an education that would give h e m  the appropriate skills. The schooling gir l  

received from religious organizations did not provide Young girls with job-oriented skills, 

she explained: 

Le pensionnat, le couvent, l'académie sont des senes chaudes ou I'on élève des 
plantes de prix..l'idée de demère la tête d'en faire une demoiselle, c'est-à-dire une 
fainéante, liseuse de romans insipides pianoteuse à ses heures ... 133 

The trme had wrne to prepare women for the w o h g  world, not merely as frivolous lu.ury 

objects who could waste away their hours in an artificial environment. 

Circé-Côté argued that young girls needed to be taught about the realities of the 

modern world so that they are noi lefi naïve and vulnerable. Books about "lhe hapless 

perversion of counw girls" who came to the city, Circé-Côté cautioned, were not an 

accurate portraya1 of the young Canadian girl. In such books: 

... dans lesquels on ia peint comme une créature d'une lassivité facile qui se laisse 
prendre sur le divan d'un salon ou le canapé d'une étude d'avocat, mais on ne dit pas 
pourquoi elle tombe si facilement dans les bras du premier venu, c'sst qu'elle ne l'a 
pas vu venir, qu'on ne l'a pas mis en garde contre la tentation et qu'on ne lui a pas 
dit ce qu'elle devrait savoir pour rester une honnête femme et ne pas déshonorer le 
nom qu'elle porte. 'Y 

Girls, Circé-Côté pointed out facetiously, need more than white rocks in their pockets to 

avoid being eaten by dragons! 

133 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), 'L'education de nos filles. Elles doivent être protégées pour les 
luttes de la vie," Le Monde OuMiert'Labour WorlQ. (22 avril 19 16). 

'"~ulien Saint-Michel (pseud.), -Que Doit-on apprendre a nos jeunes filles." Le Monde 
QwnerIl&or WodQ (25 jamier 19 19). 



MASCC'LLXE DIGNITY ,kXD H U - ~ L A T L V G  POSTURES: 

Circé-CÔté's Gender Alignmeatt for tbe 1930s 

When Montreal was plunged into the Depression, attitudes towards wornsn 

regressed. This economic cnsis caused stagering levels of unemployment and was 

accornpanied by a crisis of social relations: "a 'gender crisis,' siWfied especiall); by the 

revival of broad-based anti-feminism aimd at reinforcing the fmily nage ideal." "' As the 

Clio Collective have chronicled: 

In spite of attempts at the turn of the century to redefine the role of women in 
Quekc society, attitudes regressed during the postwar period and the Depression. 
Demands by the labour rnovernent to protcrct working women - a guaranteed 
minimum wage, mother' s allowaxes, regular worhng hours and inc reased sec un ty 
wrre resolutions passed at annual meetings of union centmls - were 
rejectd..htead women workers were denounced for taking jobs away from "poor 
fathers with families to feed." 13" 

In the worst years of the Depression, over one quater of the non-agricul tural labour force 

was known to be unemployed, and one in five Canadians \vas dependent on public 

assistance. And while poverty and govemment aid became the nom, "relief' \vas a 

disorgnized mess of private and public offerings. For decades, the Canadian and Qurbec 

governrnent had clung to the dictum of classical economics - that work \vas the solution to 

poverty, and destitution was the fault of the individual who \vas either too Iaq for work or 

holding out for unreasonably hi@ wvages. In Qwbec, any aid to the destitute had primarily 

II5 Mar-pret Helen Hobbs. -Gendering Work and Wel fare: Wornen 's Relationshi p to Wage-Urork 
and Social Policy in Canada during the Great Depression," Ph.D Thesis., University of Toronto. 1994. 1 
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been handled by religious orders following a charity-base& rather than a nghts-based. 

Feminïst schoiarship in this time p e n d  bas s h o w  that wor)ring-class women did not 

suffer silently. Women took to the streets to denounce low relief rates, evictions, and high 

food price~."~ In parîicular, tensions erupted surrowding women-s shiftinp relation to the 

1 abour force. In the 1 93&, Margaret Helen Hobbs d, hostility to \cage-eaniing womrn 

in popular discourse played out in the form of two controversies: 

One concerned the well-wom q-on of men's superiority and wornen's inferiority, 
or, conversely, wornen's superiority and men's inferiority Marked by familiar 
anatomical, biblical and pseudehistorical arguments as wll as by sarcastic personal 
jibes, the debate immediately polarized into h o  fiercely opposed camps, which 
despite the fiequent use o f  pseudonyms to veil identities, seem to have divided 
primarily along gender lines ... Aionpide this debate appeared- mother  explosive 
issue: women's right to paid employment. '" 

Neithrr of these controversies was new, but they erupted with tremendous force as Canada 

dcscrnded into the deepest ciconomic depression the nation had ever experienced. As Hobbs 

points out, the social impact of the Depression sparked panic in many quarters, pitting 

individuals agains: each other as often as it  bound them togethrr. "" 

137 Hobbs, "Genderïng Work and Weifare." 23 

118 Hobbs. -Ciendering Work and Welîàre." 7. 

139 Hobbs explains: -'Unlike the supenorityfinferioriy wntroversy. this one cut across sender lines. 
Ifiile there were certainly more females than males aniculating the legitimaq of female employnent. the 
attacks came qually fiom both sexes and unquestionably Mme of the most vehemenr crossfire occurred 
between women." Hobbs, "Ciendering Work and Wdfare." 33-34. 

140 Hobbs elaborates: -Bitter racial divisions surfaced : individuAs suffering or merel y observing 
hardships sou& scapegoats in the i d - g a n t  popuiation, many rnunicipalities found wïiys to deny relief to 
certain groups, restrictive immigration policies were enforced, and in the early 1 930s the federal government 
wllaborated with I d  oficials in a massive deportation campaiyn." Hobbs. "Gendering Work and 
W e1fare.- 3 5 .  



In some respects, Circé-Côté's ferninist arguments were in lins \tith thoss shs had 

drveloprd in îhe previous decades. Circé-Côté [vas willing to throw \ v k t  she saw as the 

"reiardeâ' developrnent of Quebec3 feminism "into the ring" \Mth the superior ( more npid ) 

evoiution of feminism in the rest of North Amenca and in Europe. Nowhere, Circti-Côtk 

asssrted, was feminism as vivacious and as "fonvard as in England. Similady, when 

\vomen in France obtained the nght to vote, they gained their independence, thrir r q u a i i ~  

to men, and most importantly, the liberty to collaborate in the governance of their country 

and to push the wheel of progress: 

C'est une belle victoire sur le préjugé séculaire. C'est une réfutation péremptoire a 
cet arDoufnent faux invoqué contre nous, a savoir que le s f i g e  féminin est contraire 
à l'esprit latin, a la tradition fhçaise, comme si tout ce qui contribue à I'évolution 
de I'humanité ne constituait pas essentiellement l'idéal français. ''" 

Quebec's antifeminists codd no longer point to France in support of their qurnents against 

women's rights. -Women in France had been ganted the n'ght to vote because it was 

undrrstood that they were k i n g  kept in a hmiliurir~g posture vis-à-vis women of other 

countries. It \vas, Circé-Côté argued, a question of national pride. 

Meanwhile in Quebec, Circé-Côté cornplained, one still wondered whether it \vas 

right for women to becorne professionals. Americans were in the process of honouring their 

women professionals - "Leur doctoresses, cûnquétes du fëminisme." Thess distinguished 

women, she continued, were in enviable positions and brought honour upon their country. 

Furthemore, these new professionals were not a h i d  to get their han& dirty and penetrate 

to the heart of various social problerns: 

I J I  Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), "Le sutfiage féminin," Le Monde OuMierlLabor WorlQ (27 février 
1932). 



Elles n'ont pas craint de prendre contact avec leurs patients. de pénétrer dans leur 
milieu de v i w e  de la vie du peuple pour mieu le comprendre et diapostiquer plus 
sûrement leurs maladies ... C'est pour cela qu'dies ont voulu mettre le doigt dans la 
plaie, pour en sonder la profondeur et s'efforcer de guérir.. .celles-ci ne craignent pas 
de descendre dans les mines pour en étudier les conditions hygiéniques. de passer 
des journées entières en des ateliers mal ventilés afin de constater les améliorations 
qu'il faut apporter a leur son.''" 

Because of k i r  special care-giving nature, wornen professionals were making a mark for 

thernselves. Modem women, CircéCÔté continued to emphasize, had a special role to play 

in regenerating this world: 

La conscience humaine est devenue un volcan ou les larves en effervescence 
cherchent à s'ouwir un cratère pour déverser leur trop plein. Elle interroge les 
autorités, les pouvoirs pour savoir le pourquoi d'une situation sans issue. Elle 
souhaite une autre forme a la politique. Après avoir imploré le ciel qui reste sourd 
à ses supplications, elle se replie sur elle-même, fait son propre procès comme ce1 ui 
des autres, médite sur ses fins dernières, sur la manière d'organiser son salut dès ici- 
bas, de créer dès maintenant son paradis. ''' 

The modem woman shed a ray of light on the dark night with her honesty and incomiptiblr 

resources. 

In a fwinating discussion of gender roies and the rearing of young boys. Circk-Côté 

- nriting of course, as Julien Saint-Michel - invites her working-class readers to consider 

the subject of masculine digniîy. French-Canadian men, Circé-Côté pointed out. treat the 

wornen in their families like drudges who perform al1 the labour, like chattels that are 

142 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud. ). "Le rôle moderne de la femme." L e Mond- 
( 19 septembre 193 1). 

143 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), 'L'émancipation de la femme." Le Monde OuwiedLabor WorlQ 
( 19 novembre 1 932). 



purchased and sold Aher a discussion of the problems associated \rith "spilecf rnnrna-s 

boys," CircéCôté pointed out that t b e  men have " v e ~  linle sense" of al! that thrir mothrrs 

have done for them: 

On dirait que l'hérédité i n d i e ~ e  survit en lui. II les laisserait abattre Ir bois des 
forêts, semer le maïs et couper te foin, s'il possédait les champs et les montagnes de 
ses lointains ancêtres ... Il abandonne a ses squaws les plus pénibles des travaux de la 
maison, comme de -r le charbon, de porter les poubelles à la ruelle, de poser les 
doubles fenêtres, de laver ies plafonds, de tourner la manivef le de l'essoreuse, de 
rentrer la glace, etc. '" 

Circé-Côté asked her readers: When did it becorne such an aflront to masculine dibmity to 

help wornen with the housewok? Why is it, she questioned, chat men who help with 

housework are ridiculeci by other men? She pointed out 'Ceux qui les croient déchus de leur 

virilité, parce qu'ils ont mis un tablier sur leurs pantalons pour vaquer aux soins du ménage 

ont une fausse idée de la dignité masculine."'" Now that womrn had proven thrrnselves 

capable of working in the place of men in the public sphere. men must be prepared do the 

same in the private one. There is no inherent shame, she aryed, in men learning how to knit 

mittens or cook. 

In an article on the subject of female victims of various types of abuse, Circé-Côté 

I U  -: The M-n of Cul- ln in&anada's P m  
- - 

Sarah Caner, 
West. (Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Quen's University Press, 1997). Playing upon a common aswmption 
that Native women were victimized and subordinated in their society. C i rcMÔté  attacked anti-feminists 
Frorn a racialist standpoint. Xs Sarah Carter remarks: "mative women] were [assumeci to  bel drudgcs who 
performed dl the labour, chattels that were purchased and sold. and at the mercy of their owners or 
husbands, who felt free to  cast thern aside when old o r  unwanted in order to make room for a new wife ... The 
central message the missionaries conveyed was that t he  lives of women were dramatically transformed for 
the better wi th the advent o f  "civilization" and Christianity. Wornen were k i n g  offered liberation from 
centuries of oppression." (1 62-63). 

14s Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.). 'La dignité masculine," Le Mo& Ouwïer/&bor WodQ ( I 7 mai 
I W O ) .  
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dsscrïbed the role of the institution of marriage and its part in confining wornen to the 

position of "minor.- Power in any such relationship, she countered as a good evolutionist, 

should be conceded to the mon intelligent individual in the union. "' In an editorial entitled 

"Les privilégiées de la nature," Circé-Côté point& out Ihai it was no longer acceptable io 

hi t or whip one's wife to render her submissive. She gave, once again, the esample of an 

"irascible Chinois" who beai his wife for cuning her hair "à la grçonne." Such "brutalit-." 

she argued, is unjustifiable: 

Chinois, mon fière, toi qui portes en tes veines le sang d'une race vieille de plusieurs 
millions d'années, tu n'as pas toute la sagesse, tu ne  sais pas qu'il n'y a rien de 
nouveau sous le soleil. Sur tes plus anciens monuments, il y a des femmes à la tete 
rasée avec des robes qui n'atteignent pas les genoux. Leurs époux d'alors leur 
flanquaient-ils des tripotées pour tout cela?14* 

Perhaps it is safe to argue that while Circé-Côté does refer to the Chinesr in this case as 

"brother," she tvas generafly perpetuating a mythical understanding of Chinesr: (and First 

Nation) cultures and gender relations to orgimize and substantiate her feminist take on 

William Leach has argued that feminist witers in the United States rarely cited 

Amencan experience aione to prove their case, ofien comparing their condition in Arnerica 

ivith the condition of women in other countries: 

Such cultural cosmopolitanism, such an interest in the general character of women's 
experience, contributed to the de-mystification of social life and to the gradua1 
erasure of sociaI differences within the refonnist class. It can also be seen as a spur 

1 d? Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), --Les perpetuelles victimes," Le Monde OuwierlLabor Wortd. (27 
septembre 1930). 

"'~ulien Saint-Michel (pseud.), -Les phviltyiées de la nature," be Monde OuvriedLabor WorlQ. (4 
octobre 1930). 



to the emergence of the social and cosmopolitan sciences - the science of 
comparative religions and mythologies, anthropology, socioiob~ - that srek to 
investigaie the imer life of other cultures and to undentand, in particular. thrir 
mamage custorns. their family patterns. and their sexual belviour ... Frminism 
encouraged, even demanded, a secular, humanitarian, internationa1 ist spi rit in order 
to deveiop as a viable ideology. Religious and political authoritarianism as \vd l  as 
cultml pamchialisrn bloclied such a development. "' 

Would it be fair to charge the cosmopolitan Circé-CÔté with parochialism? Or more 

appropn'ate to say thai she thought her evolrdionist and raciaiist arpnents offered secondary 

support for the feminist cause? If nothing else, Circé-CBté's witing on the subject of 

ferninism during the Great Depression indicates that the "Anglo-Saxon elite" were not alonr 

in their efforts to hierarchize race. Rather, Circé-CôtCs propensity to manipulate theories of 

evolutionism and racialism for her own purposes underlines what must be appreciated as an 

extraordinarily complex era of ferninism in Montreal. As William Leach underlines: 

Modem feminist historïogaphy has tended to depict Social Danvinisrn (and 
nineteenth-century science in general) as broadly supportive of patriarchal values and 
as reinforcing traditional gcnder stereotypes. Even feminist appropriations of Social 
Danvinkm are perceived as succumbing to these stereotypes in that k i r  promotion 
of women's causes was premised on notions of distinctive but complrrnentaq- sesual 
difference. These interpretations are certainly correct; evolutionaiy science was 
enlisted in the cause of pauiarchy. But this is not the whole sto ry... '" 

Throughout the first four decades of the twentieth century, Circé-Côte supported the 

notion that the sexes had evolved distinctive but complementary mental and physical traits. 

Women, Circé-Côté explained to her readers, had a number of psychological proclivities 

which endowed them with moral ascendancy - their presence in the public sphere 

'4gW~iam Leacb . - ve and Perfm Li mon: Th 
(Connecticut. Wesleyan University Press, 1989). 13 
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complemented and refined the more aggressive and egoistical traits of men. The '-ne\+-" 

woman, Circé-Côté argued, i 4 3 s  no longer held back by defunct traditions thai wouid 

i nterrupt or retard the nutumi evdutiu,n of the French-Canadian race. Whrrras the church 

persistently argued ihaî a woman should be defined by her sense of obediencr and modrsty. 

CircC-Côté advanced the notion that women could only be understood in t e m s  of their 

"rnodernity-' Women were modem because they had been ''eman~ipated'~ from "outdatd 

ideas that gave them a false conception of their duties and morals. Most importantly, 

"modem wornen" were those best equipped to keep the French-tanadian race healthp and 

"corn pet i tive" on a rapidly modemizing international stage. 

However, in CircéSÔté's modern world, things were never as simple as she tried to 

make them s e m .  Quebec historians have generally characterized the dominant values and 

state policies of Quebec behveen 1900 and 1940 as traditional, conservative and "clerico- 

nationalist." They oversimpli@ a more complicated reality. In an editoi-ial piece called "La 

femme instruite est une valeur" published in 1917, Circé-Côtk argued that nothing 

contributed to the evoiution of the French-Canadian race more than the higher education of 

( r i r i  children -- which at the moment was reserved for the upper classes alone. Let's hop, b 

Circé-Côté urgeci, that al1 women "who have Ment" would be given the opportunity to work 

for a g d  wage. In so doing, the different classes in French Canadian society would be fused 

toget hsr: 

Les rivalités entre bourgeoises et filles d'ouvriers, ces dissoivants si énergiques de nos 
6nergÏes nationales, disparaitront et s'atténueront devant la solidarité qu'entraîne une 



tducation commune- une instruction égale.!'! 

That which put fear in the hearts of our economists, she assenrd, was the backlash of an 

rducated proletarïat - one that could bnng about cornplete uphraval in the order of things. 

This nightmare, Circé-Côté chargea would largelg disappear if girls were to be educatrd 

uniformly - and the knowledge they gained dissipated through the rads of the French- 

Canadian populace. Women should be equipped to bnng new resources and ideas to the table. 

Circé-Côté \vas attempting to enlighten the working class to the superior logic of ferninist 

principles - in a manner inspireci by the tenets of Victorian liberalism and feminist social 

reforrn ideology. This ideology dictated that training and education could overcome al1 

 obstacle^.^" Yet, as this chapter has demonstrated, CirceCÔtës feminisrn in this prriod 

charac teristically jux taposeà that wbich was "modem" and "progressive" aoinst  that which 

was c haracterized as anti-modern and ami-clerical. 

As An&& Lévesque has argued, in many respects Circti-Côté might well have been 

a "woman ahead of her time" and her feminism a "sign of things to corne." Circi-Côtk was 

using the discoune of evolutionism and in some cases racial hygienic or rugenicist principles 

to both anchor and buttress her feminist logic, and in so doing oflen appealrd to very 

traditional conceptions of race, essence and -wornan."'" What this matemal-evoiutionist- 

1 5 1  Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), -La femme instruite est une valeur," J R Monde O ~ \ ~ l e r / L a b o ~  
World ( 17 septembre 1927). 

152 McLaren, Qur Own Master R a s  14. 

"'~his can only be assend if one taka into account McLaren1r argument: T h e  yowing uiccess 
of eugenics in popuiarizing fean of degeneration was a symprom of a decfine of fàith in nineteenth-ceritu- 
liberalism. L'nder the aegis of Herbert Spencer, who coinexi the term -sunival of the finest." mid-century 
liberals held t hat cornpetition was the key in an age of greater specialization, differentiation, and 
interdependence. Those who were poor and unsuccessfiil had. the theory went, proven themselves unfit for 



anti-clerical-feminism would have meant to her working-class readcnhip is difticult to 

assas. and a definitive rvaluation is certainly beyond the limits of this project. In his study 

of Colin McKav, Ian McKay has argued that ideas of Spencerian rro1utionisin wrre 

combined with socialism to create a program for a working-class culture in Canada: 

evolutionism, raciaiism, and eugenic theory were sirnilarly used by CircéCÔtk in hrr efforts 

to define "rnodernity- and "feminisrn' for her workingclass readers- 

McLaren has asserted that despite the presence at Montreal's McGill University of 

prominent defenden of eugenics, ttw science did not find much favour among French 

Canadians. Quebec nationalists, when they referred to "race" and "blood," w r e  simply 

talking about cultural attributes of a common language and religion. He claims: 

The? could not heip but see that Francophones would nrcessariIy do poorly when 
judged according to eugenic measurements. Their sarly indifference to eugenics could 
also be attributed in part to the declared hostility of the Catholic Church to al1 
schemes aimed ai interfering with reproduction ... Moreover, in France itsrlf even 
anticlerical intellectuals were never as drawn to pessimistic eugenic theorirs as were 
their English, Amencan, and Gennan counterpaw. '" 

Circé-Côté's ideas, whiIe admittedly not the "nom" for Quebec during this tims period, 

refute McLaren's general assertion. And as \vas poinied out radier. a grnrral flaw in 

McLaren's portraya1 of the history of eugenics in Cana& is its "topdonn" perspective, 

which pays little heed to the manner in which these ideas were more generally received by 

the Canadian population. 

the nnigole and would, by the fiee working of natural laws, be removed tiom the contest Spencer's 
doctrine was - for the fit - basically optirnistic. for he assureci them that they would continue to prosper and 
had no need to seek assistance from the state " McLaren, Our O u m  Master Race. 17 
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in her despration to coniince thcse a r o d  kr that feminin chan y ivas --insiitabls" 

and that the Catholic clerbfs world view t a s  '* anachronistic." Circé-CÔtC usrd a tactic 

which was either completely unthinking or one thaî she felt had the mosi cross-class 

cmency. It would seem îhat only in evoIutionisrn could Circé-Côtk reconcile the cornpetiny 

daims of the FrenchSanadian collectivity and the woman as individuul. CircC-CÔté was 

hardly alone in thinking so: the early Canadian women's rnovement \ras frequently 

preoccupied by the issue of race regeneration. Ideas of evolutionism and racialism were. 

more ofkn than not, coupled with assertions ihat the divisions between the sexes had arisen 

through evolution rather than through a ''divine sanction" or by hurnan agency. As Hawkins 

has pointed out, "Such daims savour of male prejudice and a vested interest in the 

maintenance of patriarchal relations. but these models of sexual differctncr wrre deeply 

in-mined in Western thought and were capable of structuring the thought of women as w l l  

as men. and the theories of equalig as well as inequaiity.""' 

In srarching for Circé-Côté's definition of "feminism" throughout the pages of Le 

Afi~ndc. Qwri~'r, what is especially striking is the bittemess and mist-ration she fel t in the face 

of a Quebec that was "falling behind on an international stage or - worse - behind her 

"sister provinces" in Canada It was not simplg a matter of French Canadians k ing  

"unprogressive" and thereby untrue to their authentic "French" heritage (an argument which 

had little or no salience in conservative circles of the time.) Rather, French Canada, she 

argued, !vas fullhg behincl in the cornpetitive "raceS- towards progress - devolving in a 

rnanner that could only end in racial humiliation and pssibly extinction. 



"C'est i'bygiène morale d'abord qu'il faut mettre en vigueur dans le monde 
ouvrier, parce que c'est essentielle"' 

Just how rnany variant ideologies can one bourgeois woman inte~mtr into a cohrsiw 

world view? Circé-Côté argued that women had a political, intellectual and moral role of 

pedagogic leadership that kvas just waïting for a chance to asseri i c ~ l f .  Her articulatiny 

principle \vas the logic of feminist rvuiutionism wh~ch. in the name of the working class, she 

combined mith a commitment to social and ducational refonn. Circk-CÔt6's feminism \vas 

not a "specialist" conceptual apparatus, but was present in al1 fields of her living 

actualization. To advance what becarne a radical anti-cierical feminist project. Circk-Cote 

approachrd her audiences from r v r q  possible angle; cultural, pol itical. national. spintua1. 

and ideological. 

In an effort to counter clen'co-nationalist and anti-feminist sentiment, Circé-Coté 

used a strange and wondrous arsenal of classical liberal ideals and divergent subaltern 

concepts - which she juxtaposed to challenge and compte tvith the world views of her 

opponents. Approaching most subjects from a moral and evoiutionary "hi& ground" 

(available oniy to those who are tving to convince others of the inrvitable succrss of their 

cause and struggle), she wimed thoughts on the "blind faith" of Catholics with ideas 

conceming psychic phenornena; she coupled the "history of picnics" with the ideolo~y of 

racial hygirne, and definrd ru(Iicu/ ruugc nationalism with the help of a parrot owned by 

1 julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), -Les tèrnmes dans l'industrie," Le Monde Ouvrîer/Labor WorlQ (3 1 
jarnier 1920). 



feeling both confuseci and amazed.' 

As \vas mentioned in the introduction. feminist politics by nc.cLlssu-r osciIlsite 

behveen d<firic/ing difference and deimunding equality. This contradiction is not the result 

of f lawd feminist logic, but stems from the logic o f  liberalkm - within which feminism is 

counterpoised and elaborated. As Joan Scott has pointed out: 

The paradoxes feminists o f f e d  were not wholly of  k i r  own making and we do the 
history o f  feminism a disservice to ignore this fact. By wiiing the histon of  
feminism as if it were sirnply a matter of choosing the rÏght strate&?. - equality o r  
di fference - we imply that one or another o f  these options was actually available. 
that closure or  resolution was and is ultimately attainable. But the histoy of 
feminism is not the history of  available options or  of the unconstrainsd choics of a 
w-inning plan It is rather the history of women (and some men) grappling repeatedly 
with the radical diflïculty of resolving the di1emm.s they confronted (howver  
succasful ihey were in achieving specidc refoms).' 

As Scott has emphasized, historians are accustomed to Iooking for '-the clash of oppositions" 

in the wrïtings of first-wave feminists (such as feminists versus liberal politicians) and in so 

doing often overlook the interna1 incompatibilities within feminism, and within liberal 

individuaIism. Feminist histories, as a result, have in most cases been witten in an attempt 

to establish the "inevitability" o f  their views by eliminating accounts of conflict and power 

'julien Saint-Michel (pseud.), '*Les phenornenes psychiques.'* Le Monde OuvnedLabor World (9 
août 1930); "Pique-niques d'autrefois" L e  Monde C h i w ï e r / m m  (22 juin 1935); "Histoire de 
perroquet" (2 feb-rier 1929) Le Monde Oub-rîer/Labor WorIQ 

'I rhould rdd thrt trying io assemble her idas to reflect any ron of mmprehensihle (never rnind an 
evolutionaq- or fnear) unif?; - itself has been problernatic. Bits and pieces have been throm together to 
compile a history of  Circe-CÔtéTs Me. Drawing out a Iinear narrative fiom what are only Fragments o f  her 
public and private experience has forced me, as a historian o f  feminism. to perfonn al! sons of chronological 
tuists and jumps 

'~cott .  Onk Paradoxes ro CHE. 1 7. 



within them. These femùiin "ctashes." how-ever, need to be understood as both the sjmptom 

und the cause. 

However, ferninist ideological and political stniggle should not bt: construed as --a 

came in whch the identity of the opposing forces is constituted from the stan." AS Ernzsto - 
Laclau and Chantal Moufle point out: 

This rnms  that any politics \nth hegemonic aspirations can never consider itsetf as 
reper/i/un, as taking place in a space delirniting a pure intemality, but must alwys 
mobilize itsel f on a pluraiity of planes. If  the rneaning of each struggle is not givrn 
from the start, this means that it is fixai - partially - only to the extent thnt the 
struggle moves outside iîself and, through chains of equivalence, links itself 
structurally to other struggles. Every antagonism, Ief? free to itszlf. is a floating 
signifier, a -wild' antagonism which does not predetennine the form in which it can 
be aniculated to other eiements in a social formation.' 

There is not Laclau and Mouffe arLwe' any ncccssucD link between anti-sexism and anti- 

capitalisrn, and so. any unity betwxn the two must be ideologica1ly construc!ed. This 

ideological "bridging" was part of Circé-CôtSs project. 

Gender politics at the tuni-of-the century ~~(IPILIIIJL'~ that Circe-Côti develop post- 

liberal concepts - which would entitle her to agency as "an individual" in social reform 

projects. The new-liberal fmework she helped to formulate (in the languaye of 

svolutionary thmry) - her struggles towards suffrage, and the various pieces of social 

%~rnesto Lacfau and Chantal hiouffe. -mon? and Socidist Sr-: Towwds a R a d i d  
Dernocratic Politics (London- Verso, 1985). 1 70- 1 The word hegemony refers to the Gramscian formulation 
of political, moral and intellmual leadership over allied groups. As Xlouffe describes: It is by means of this 
formulation that Gramsci articulated the level of analysisof the mode of production with ihat of the social 
formation in the notion of the 'historie bloc ' This hegemony. which aIways has its basis. for Gramsci, in 'the 
decisive fiinction exe rc id  by the leadiny group in the decisive nucleus of economic activity. operates 
principallv in &il society bis the aniailation of the intercsts of the tirndamental cIass to those of its allies in 
order to forrn a collective will, a unified political subject But if hegemony is related to the state then it is 
only in so far as the latter is defined as 'the entire cornplex of practical and theoretical activities with which 
the tuling ctass not only justifies and mintains its dom-inance but manages to win the active consensus over 
t hose whom it niles'." Chantal Mouffe, Gramsci and Marxist Theon (London. Boston and Henley- 
Routledge & K e g n  Paul. 1979). 10. 
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legislation she worked to rnodi@ - were never intended to overthrow the classical liberal 

order. Her resistance, while re-inventing gender roles for men and womrn. held fzt  to core 

classical liberal ideas. in liberal thoughi, civil wcieîy is presented as an autonornous sphrrr 

which has no relation to class interest. In facl this is the place where the heyrmun\. of the 

bourgeoisie is articulated and exercised. Circé-Côté was, in some respects, nothing more 

than a harbinger of the emergence of modem women-dominated professions such as 

teaching, social work, and nursing. But this is not the whole picture. 

CircS-Côté's commitment to evolulionism and race regeneration WU an important 

constitutional force which held together the multiple components of her feminist world 

view. Circé-Côté's commitment to race regeneration was tied inestricably to her crusade 

for social change. Her commitrnent to her sex was no1 her sole allegiance: on many 

occasions her allegiance to race, creed and class supercedrd her commitrnent to hrr 

feminisrn. The idea of evolution suggested to Circk-CÔté that a race could and would "rnove 

fonvard." Her commitment to educational reform (as evidenced in hsr role in Montreal's 

public libraq project and in her witing for Le . . W U ~ C '  Ouvrier) is testimony to her belief that 

a modification of an individual's environment produced physical and men ta1 changes which 

were transmiîtable to the next generation. This environmental evoluriuttism was combined 

with eugenic principles which placed an emphasis on heredity (and the inherent racial 

superiority of certain races and goups.) in her min4 educational refom of the working class 

\vas the "ioyicd" solution to the living and working probiems of underprivikged groups. 

Defending the need for social legislation and educational reform, Circé-Côté argued that 

French Canada needed to "build for the future." As Carol Bacchi has pointed out: 



Most refoms in the suffrage platform (factor); lcgislation, compulsop- education. 
city planning health and hyb~ene. temperance, prison reform. pure food laws) 
were.. .aimed at improving the living and working conditions o f  the poor." 

While it has often k n  argued that Social Danvinism \vas enlisted "in the dsfence of 

patriarchy," Circé-Côté's r~dufiuni.vm \vas used in the senrice of her feminisrn. -4s M i k s  

Hatviins has argueci: -midence suggests that at least some wornen esperiencsd Danvinism 

as an eniightening and emancipatory intellectual c u m n t  containing the potential for 

alternative ... evolutionary histories.'" 

Using this evol utionary fiamework, Circé-Côté defined a feminism chat \vas di fferen t 

from that of most feminists of her p e n d  The major@ of Montreal's early feminists wrre 

working to unite the charity and philanthropic worli of the Catholic clergy (and its 

sistrrhoods) within their conceptualization of ''g- feminisrn. Mkuiwhile. Circd-Côte \ras 

writing for a controversial labour journal (which was oAen accused of  k i n g  anti-Catholic 

and socialist). Subv+rsively she had. in some respects, freed herself from hrr '-femaleness" 

which enabled her to move into a realm where she could kgin to pose a critiqué Co classical 

liberal property relations. In her rrn'ting for Lc :\ionde Om*rxcr she analysrd relations 

between property, women's position in the family. and the statr with a proto-socialist 

candour. This brines up a question that would br a fascinating intersection for future 

research (especially with regards to CircéCôté's writing for Le :\4utlr/r Owrirr): Where did 

Montreal's first-lave feminist social refonn "end" and its ferninisr socialisrn "begin?" 

'car01 Bacchi. --Race Regenention and Social Puri-. A Smdy of the Social Aninides of Canada-s 
English-Speahing Suhgists ,"  Social Histon- 1 1, no 22 ( 1978). 463 

7 . . Hawkins, SQCial Darwullyn, 269. 



Perhaps Circé-Côté dssenres the last word: 

. ..je ne vois pas beaucoup d'hornmes qui se pnkccuprn t de la formation de leur âme. 
La massr corut au plaisir, à la satisfaction de vulgaires ambitions: les Cpicuriens. les 
jouisseurs, ceux qui font la vie et s'efforcent d'exaspérer leurs apptitits. pour mieux 
sentir l'intensité de la vie animale, qui doutent de l'existence de la joie intérieure. 
le premier des biens, parce qu'il est le seul qui nous appartienne réellement. Je 
voudrais les connaître, s'ils existent, les gens qui cherchent sinckrement a s r  rendre 
meilleurs, sans prétendre a un paradis quelconque en acceptant dans I'itemd avenir 
toutes les éventualités que 17incomu nous réseme peutGtre ... La plupart ont une âme 
rudimentaire parce qu'ils n'ont pas eu le temps de la cultiver, ni I'occasion. On ne 
leur a pas dit, quand on leur a montré leur petit caîéchisme, que nous heri tons de nos 
parents une âme informe, sorte d'ébauche que nous avions Ir devoir de 
perfkctionner. L'ouvrier se doit de travailler cette substance mystérieuse, comme i i  
travaille le fer, l'acier. le bois pour en faire surgir parfois un chef d'oeuvre. S'il se 
demandait, chaque soir: "Ai-je été meilleur aujourd'hui qu'hier? Ai-je i t È  plus 
honnête, plus serviable à mes compagnons? Ai-je eu pour le patron la considtiraiion 
qu'il mérite? Sais-je ce que c'est que la conscience professio~ells? Cs que je dois 
aus  autres, ce que je me dois à moi-même?" Si vous pouvez répondre dans 
l'afirmative, vous avez tiré de votre argile I'immorielle flamme.' 

3 Julien Saint-Michel (pseud.). "Les phénomenes psychiques," Le ,Monde OuvriedLabor WorlQ (9 
aoùt 1 930). 



Eva CirckCÔtk3 ~witings can be found on the pages of: 

L'Actia- ( 1903-1904) 
L'Avenir ( IWO-I!JO 1 ) 
Le  monde il! ustré ( 1 883- 1 902) 
Les Eba& ( 1 899- 1903 ) 
Le Pionnier 
La Patris 
L' Album universel 
Le Journal de F r a  ( 1903) 
Le Soleil 
L'Avenir du Nord 
t'tincelle ( l9OZ) 
~ ( 1 9 1 0 - 1 9 2 1 )  
Le Nationaliste ( l9O4- 1922) 
Le Petit canadien-( 1904- 19 1 8 )  
Le Devoir ! 19 10) 



The sense ol'heightrned and mature srxuality projrcted by society w r n z n  and popular 
actrrsses in tumiif-the-century newspaper photogaphs and advsrtising materiai contrasied 
\\ i t I i  the triilorrd severi ty OF Victorian style. Circr-C&. in both pliotographs. is pressntsd 
in the "flattering. theatrical style" popular in the last ciscadr of the ceniun. modrted b~ 
actresses and suriis@ kiprrs .  newIg accessible to a widsr public through the pages of 
newspapen and magazines. ' 

This photo appeared tw-ice: once in Le Monde I l l a  on September 7 * 1 90 1 and once in the . -  Album Lnivçrsel on the 2" of May 1903. Lr Monde Illustrt& in providrd hrr f in i  
"silhouritr." described hrr as foilowvs: les simples faitsdivers de nus quotidiens, dans 
la condamnation J 'un prkvenu elle montrera un abus de la iorce: dans un crime 
buurgeoissrneni vrngk. elle verra un bonheur estropik. un i d h l  diicapitk et elle aura des mots 
consolateurs pur les victimes, pour ceux dont le coeur a de rtkl l s s  souffrartcss.'- The Album 
_t'nivsrszl einphasized the samr traits of her witing: "Doue d'une imagination puissants. 
d'un jugement sup6nzure et d'un coeur aussi tendre que gtinaeux Colombine sait tirer parti 
de ses pr2cizuses lacultés, et tout ce qu'elle écrit porte l'empreinte d'un vigourzus talent." 

'~hr is to~her  Breward explains. T n o r  to the \bar. fishionable styie tended toivards a statuesque. 
Iicar)-clwstcd grandeur, hips thrown back and accentuated uith flared yored skirts, or the altcrnativc pcncil- 
dim 'hubble' skiri awxia ied  witli [lie designer Paul Poiret's 'Directoire' line of  1 qO8 " The culture of 
fashion ,l new histon- o f  fûshionable dress (~fanchestcr and Seu- York Xlanchestcr Uaivcrsity Press. 
199;). I SC 



lete 1.ist of J--Michel . - a - 9  

.A C o u  's (Eva Circe-Cote s) Articles. 191 6 1  943 

'Al1 titlcs in this lis? a p p r  as thq  do in the original: k Monde Ous-rierlLabour Wadd. The 
phcement of  accents was mot consistent in thu joumd's titks, 

1 - LX BEAU JOUR N ~ T  POUR LES FEMhiES - 25 X i A R S  1916 
La guere ou\-re un noub-eau chemin que la jeune filte moderne doit fiaver 

2 - NOBLESSE OBLIGE - ler AVRIL 1916 
La part que la femme doit prendre dans le chois des représentants 

3 - LEXDE.M;UN D~ELECTIONS - 8 A\% 19 16 
.Avons-nous les hommes que nous devions élire' Combats de coqs et guerres de parlotte 
"Quaniers de Terrine- 

5 - L-EDECATION DE NOS FILLES - 22 A\WL 13 16 
E k s  doivent etre protégées pour les luttes de la vie. 

6 - LES PENSIONS M.4TER';ELLES - 29 .AC'RIL 1916 
Les veuves a les orphelins des biaimes du travail ne dmraienr pas être sëparées 
Laissons les petits a (eur -nidv 

7 - LES SALAIES XlUMCIPXLX - 13 XfXI 1916 
Une augmentation automatique serait la mesure la plus iquitable et la plus juste 
Comment Cenains Sont Parvenus 

8 - LES ACCEDEXTS DU TR-AVrUL - 20 blai 19 16 
Comment on p r d e  dans Ies pays ou l'en veut améliorer le son du proletaire 

9 - LES .ACCIDE'TTS DU lRAV.UL - 27 Mai 19 16 
Le taus de la réparation dewait être unifonne et basé sur des données mathématiques 

io - RÉSULTATS DES ENQUÊTES ROYALES - 3 JUIS I 916 
-4 quoi sen de trouver des coupables si on ne peut les punir 
Faisons-les arrêter plutot. 

i 1 - LA DESllTLTIOX DES EMPLOYÉS ML?%TCIP.4LX - i O JLTX 19 16 
Drole de sustéme que de fiire maison nette pour atteindre un empfoyi infidele ou incompctent 

12 - LA BIBL~OTH~QUE MUNICIPALE - 23 IUXE 19 16 
L'ou~ner est appelé a kncticier dans un avenir peu lointain 

13 - L'EXPOSITION DE L'ÉCOLE TECHNIQUE - ler JULLLET 19 16 
Le mécanisme est destiné a accomplir des merveilles, il représente l'avenir et la prospenté du pa-s 



13 - LES BiEhFAITS DE L-ECOSOMIE - 8 ILXLLET 19 i 6 

16 - LA BELGIQUE GLORIEUSE - 29 Juitlet 19 16 

1 7 - L'NSTRL'CTIOS OBLlGATOiRE - 22 Juillet 19 16 
I I  faut préparer nos enfants pour les luttes de demain si nous voulons maintenir notre position 

1 S - L'XE LOI DE L-EPARGNE - 5 A O ~ T  1916 

22 - XCTIOS SOCIALE DE LA FEME - 2 SEPTEMBRE 1916 

23 - L A  CRISE DES CHE%flSEALX - 9 SEPTEXIBRE 19 16 

24 - L'EFFROXDEhEXT DU PO= DE QLEBEC - 16 SEPTEMBRE 1916 
Le nombre des \idmes aurait été moindre si des mesures préventives avaient ete prises 

25 - DE LX LECTL'RE POUR TOCS - 23 September 19 16 
Projet qui contribuera a l'éducation de notre peuple 

26 - L-ESQL'ETE EST FIN W... - 30 Septembre 1916 

27 - MISERES D'iWPREXTlSSAGE - 7 OCTOBRE 19 16 

28 - TH-WKSGICWG - 14 OCTOBRE 19 16 

29 - L' [ X F L E S C E  NDLE - 2 1 OCTOBRE 19 16 
Les positions municipales tant convotées ne sont pas un stimulant pour l'activité d'une jeune race 
Le mérite trop souvent méconnu 

30 - XLTRE TEhfPS. AL'TRES MOELRS - 28 OCTOBRE 1 Q 16 
Le nouveau role de la femme - Les maris  despotes et la communauté de biens 

3 1 - VERS US AUTRE LDEAL - 4 SOVEhtBRE 19 16 
L'attrait des villes - L'abandon de la terre 

32 - POtRQL!OI SE K~TER? - I 1 NOtZSlBRE 19 16 
Les jeunes gens pressés de se marier refléchissent-ils aus responsabilités que leur impose le mariage 

33 - LA CO-EDKATION DES SEXES - 18 NO\rE!ifBRE 19 16 
Les txoles mixtes tendent à adoucir la brutdité des Sarçons et a viriliser les fdes 

;4 - LE SENTRIE'TT XATIOX.4L - 25 XO\'EMBRE 1916 
L'attachement au sol ne doit pas nous détourner d e  l'entente internationale 



35 -1'ISIOrY D'EXFER - 2 DECWRE 19 ib  
Hommes et femmes se tuent pour récolter la manne qui passe - La \ie dans les usines - Les profits des 
rnistards 

56 - P.4.R L% JOLX DE PLLE - 9 D E C E ~ R E  1916 
Etude de moeurs 

3 7 - Ak'OXS SORS DES PETITS - 16 DÉCEMBRE 19 16 
Les parents dont la wpabie negligence cause la mort de ieurs enfants devraient être punis sévèrement -Le r3le 
de la mère de famille et ses devoirs envers la société. 

38 - LES ROSES DE NO€L - 23 DECEMBRE 19 16 
Conte inedit 

39 - LE DERNIER CHIC - 30 D€CEMBRE 19 16 
L'epithete d e  voleur devient a la mode et les honnêtes sens sont relégués dans l'ombre. - Les enquëtes e t  les 
résuItats que I'on en obtient. - Que résultera-t-il de celle sur le coüt d e  la vie? 

40 - LE PRIX DL' S.XVG - 6 J.%h'I'IER 19 17 
L'oeuvre du Fonds Patriotique n'est pas une oeuvre d e  chante. elle ne fait que payer aux families des soldata 
ce qui leur est dù - La t'açon de donner wut souvent que ce que I'on donne. - Pas d'Inquisition. s'il vous 
plait. mesdames les visiteuses. 

4 1 - LES hL4LV.LUS f ROPH.&TES - 20 J-LL!%?ER 19 1 7 
Les propriétaires annoncent une hausse dans le prix des loyers. - Les agents d'immeubles qui veulent devenir 
philanthropes - Comment se laser à bon marché. 

32 - LES ECOLES PROFESSIOSNELLES - 27 JhiVV1ER 19 17 
Comment apprendre a _- sa vie. - Le dessin et les travaux manuels.- Un problëme "d'après guerre" qu'il 
est urgent d e  solutionner d e  suite. 

43 - LES DROITS DES IUCHES - 3 FÉ\'RIER 19 17 
Les pauvres n'ont pas le droit d e  voler. mais les riches peuvent exploiter leurs concitoyens à loisir. - C e  q u ï I  
faut de nos jours pour être a l'honneur. 

44 - LE LIOS SE FMT MOLTOS - 17 FE~IUER 19 17 
Le peuple soufie de plus en plus pendant que les profiteurs d e  suerre  remplissent leurs goussets. - Qui osera 
pénétrer dans les entrepots pour voir ce  qu'on y cache? 

45 -LES DROITS DL; F.4BLE - 24 FË\'RIER 191 7 
Les ouvriers n'ont qu'un seul moyen d e  se prottiger contre la cupidité des patrons. c'est d e  s'unir et  personne 
ne pourra les en e m e h e r .  - Les moutons ne sont plus si faciles a tondre 

46 - DL' ROXMN D'AMOUR AUX THESES SOClUlSTES - 3 MARS 19 17 
La conversion d e  MPaul Bourget, de l'Académie Française. - Ses i â k s  sur le syndicalisme rspos&s au théâtre 
et les impressions qu'elles laissent au public. - La réalité. 

41 - L'E%1.LLNClP.4TIO DE LA FEMME - 10 M.MS 19 17 
Pourquoi refuse-t-on le droit de vote aux Canadiennes d e  la Province de Québec9 Serons-nous toujours en 
amère des provinces soeurs? - On n'est jamais si bien seM que par soi-même 



48 - LES RO-SDS DE CLTR XYUXTClP.4LrX - 1 7 MARS 19 17 
L'Hotel de Ville est-il un hospice pour les \ieillards'? - Pourquoi ne pas mettre a la retraite les employes trop 
vieus pour une besogne efficace3 La proposition du Commissaire \5lleneuve 

49 - LA TERRELU DE SOS WLLES - 24 b1A.M 19 17 
Que des kictimes ont fait les automobiles a Montréai depuis quelques années - Des avenues chan-& en 
champs de courses - Les réglemems doivent être appliqués avec la plus -mndc severitc. pour c~iter de 
déplorables accidents. - Les chauffeurs sand expérience et les randonnées d e  nuit 

50 - LES EWXN'TS SAVA\TS - 3 1 XIARS 19 17 
Xe forçons pas l'étude dans les cerveaux trop jeunes sous prétexte d'avoir des enfants prodises - Le 
magnétisme et I'instruction par inoculation - Chaque chose doit avoir son temps. 

5 l - POLX F.4IRE DE BONS CITOYENS - 7 A C R E  19 1 7 
Les devoirs ckique-s les devoirs sociaux doivent être mis ii l'école en pleine lumieres -Apprenons aux enhnts  
a être respectueux des lois. - Une lacune dans notre enseignement que les professeurs se doivent de  combler 

52 -US COUP DE BALAI, S.V.P. - 1 3 A t W L  1917 
Mont rd  va regngmr  sa réputation de ville malpropre. - L'état de nos mes et I'indiffërence des administrateurs 
municipaux - Le moyen d e  trouver de nouveaux revenus 

53 - Pendant que les Heureux, Les Riches et les Grands.. . - 2 I At'RiL 1 9 1 7 
L'exploitation systématique du paub-re est encore tolérée par les lois. - Comment on peut voler les économies 
des ouvriers sans encourir de  peine. 

4 - LE DEVOIR DES PAREXTS EhT'ERS LELRS EhTXYTS - 28 X \ W L  1917 
C'est de les faire h u e  et I'Etat devrait les obiiger s'ils ne font d e  bon gré. - L'instruction obli-,atoire est le 
remède suprême dont notre population a besoin. - L'oub-rier est le premier intèresg. 

55 - POLR SALWR LA BARQUE XrtR47CIPALE - 5 >{AI 191 7 
L'incurie de nos administrateurs n'est pas la seule Caux du déficit municipal - Imposons les propriétés de ceux 
qui jusqu'ici ont eu le priviI&e de  ne rien verser au trésor - Qui aura le courase de proposer la réforme qui 
sauvera la b i l l e  de fa faillite9 

56 - VERS L-ÉVOLCTION SOCIALE - 12 MAI 19 17 
L'exemple de  la Russie sera-t-il salutaire et réussira-t-il a sortir de leur torpeur les peuples encore esclaves? - 
Dressons nous devant la tyrannie et essayons d e  la terasser 

57 - LES COhMSS-URES D'ECOLES - 19 Mai 19 1 7 
II faut que les ouvriers soient représentés. - L'uniformité et la gratuité des livres s'imposent. dans I'intérët même 
de la grande classe des travailleurs. qui soufient le plus des méthodes actuelles. 

58 - C'EST NOTRE FALTE. NOTRE PROPRE FAL'TE ... - 2 Lmr 191 7 
Pourquoi n'élisons-nous pas des ouvriers pour nous représenter dans les corps législatifs? -Les avocats et les 
capitalistes n'ont pas les mêmes aspirations que les travailleurs et ne peuvent pas parler en leur nom. 

59 - LA ROUTINE EhWEhlIE DU T.4LENT ET DE L'INITIATIVE - 16 K(S 191 7 
La promotion dans les services municipaux - L'incompétence de  certains chefs de départenients nuit à 
l'avancement des employés dont les qualités sont méconnues 

60 - LA XIONARCME AGONUE - 23 19 17 
La guerre actuelle a origine des pays autocratiques, quoi qu'en puisse dire le chef nationaliste Instruisons le 



peuple pour qu'il puisse s'affranchir du jong qui l'oppresse. 

6 1 - L.4 MoRT.~LITÉ ihiiA?.rr(TILE - 30 K.- i 9 i 7 
Ce n'en pas tour que d'avoir des enfants, iI faut les élever. - Combien de petits êtres disparaissent par Ia seule 
né_elieence de ceux qui leur ont donné la vie? 

62 - LE CHEPTEL NATIONAL - 7 L U L E T  1917 
Le gouvernement dewait prêcher I'éla-age intensifen mème temps que la culture gémiralis& - Les rti&menrs 
municipaux pourraient étre amendés pendant la durée de la guerre. 

63 - LE SLFIXAGE FEMIX7N - 14 JUILLET 191 7 
30s députés partirons-ils en vacances avant de regler cette importante question? La pan prise par les fernies 
dans la présente querre exige qu'on leur donne des droits égaux a ceux dont jouissent les représentants du sese 
fort. 

64 - CELX QUE L'ON DECORE- 2 1 JUILLET 19 1 7 
La richesse remplace maintenant le courage et la vertu. - Comment on peut devenir baron en vendant du 
cochon. - La noblese du Xue side. 

65 - LES D E L !  hfARTYRES - 28 JC'ILLET 1917 
Les Canadiens n'ont point oublié la malheureuse Belgique. - La patrie du roi IUbert et sa m u r  la France sont 
les deux sacrifi& de la guerre. 

66 -LES ELECTIONS APPROCHEXT Les Elections Approchent - 4 A O ~ T  19 1 7 
Que les orn~iers ne se laissent pas séduire par les belles paroles des profe&oonnels d e  la politique - Méfions- 
nous des "gens à chicane" - L'avenir dépend du chois sera fait. 

67 - LES ÉTERYELLES VICTLMES - I I ;\O& 19 I 7 
Les propriétaires auraient-ils t'intention de faire payer par les salari& la taxe que Ir souvernement vient 
d'irnposer le pauvre contre la voracité des n'cites. 

65 - DES OLVRERS h W  P A ~ S  - 18 ~0th' 191 7 
Quand nos gouvernants prendront-ils des mesures pour protespr les travailleurs3 

69 - TRAVNL ÉGAL. SALALRE ÉGAL - 25 ~0th 19 1 7 
Pourquoi les femmes qui font un travad aussi pénible que tes hommes ne seraient-elles pas aussi bien rémunérées" 

70 - AYEZ PITIE D'ELLES! - 1 er SEPTEiMBRE 19 1 7 
La situation des employées de magasins n'est yuère enviable Patrons et clients s'appliquent a leur rendre la vie 
misérable 

7 1 - PRÉVENONS LE DANGER - 8 SEPTEMBRE 19 1 7 

72 - LE CO~TRÔLE DES VIVRES - 15 SEPTEMBER 19 1 7 
L a  prix augmentent de plus en pfus tandis que les agenu du gouvernement font des recherches futdes. - Le trust 
du lait suit celui du lard. 

73 - COMMENT S'EIMPLOLE LE GENE DE L'HOMME - 22 SEPTEMBRE 19 17 
L'oeutre créatrice qui a érige le pont de Québec. nouvelle merveille du monde, comparée a I'oeuk-re de 
destruction qui ravage les plaines jadis fertiles de l'Europe. 



Qu'on la dote de livres immédiatment au lieu de perdre sort temps 5, faire mousser dei  candidatures a d e  p s 1 z s  
inutiles. 

75 - NE M,WGER PAS. VOUS DEPENSEREZ MOINS - 6 OCTOBRE 19 17 
Tel est le conseil que donne l'ineffable dictateur Hanna, sur la recommandation des profiteurs - La coniedie 
continue. 

76 - A PROPOS DE BILINGE-4LISME - 13 OCTOBRE 19 17 
Les plus grands ennemis de la langue fiancaise ne sont-ils pas tes Canadiens-fiançais qui 5-andifient? 

77 - SAUVOSS LES EW&\TS ET LEURS MA\f,&VSt - 20 OCTOBRE 191 7 
Les bébés sont privés de k t  parce qu'il coûte trop cher. - Le sort des femmes travaillant à l'usine et  l'avenir d e  
la race 

78 -LA CRISE DES \'I\WS - 27 OCTOBRE 191 7 
A propos des petits enfants qui s'en vont à l'école le ventre creux. 

79 - LES FKANCES biUNCIPALES - 10 SO\EbfBER 19 17 
C'est le systéme financier d e  la ville qu'il irnpone avant tout de modifier. si l'on veut éviter la banqueroute qui 
nous p e t t e  - Gardons les bons hommes et chassons les mauvais 

80 - LE COL.&RE-FEU - 1 7 NOCEMBRE 19 17 
Est-ce que ce retour am cartumes moyennageuses assainira none ménopole3 Sachons plutôt retenir nos enfànts 
a la maison. - Simple question d'éducation. 

8 1 - LES " Q L ~ T E L I S  - 24 NO\EMBRE 19 17 
Les autorités municipales. on ne sait pour quel mobile. rétablissent Ia mendicité dans la métropole 

82 - LE VOTE DES FE!MhiES - 8 DECEMBER 19 17 
Les femmes doivent-elles se prévaloir du droit qui leur a été donne? - Le devoir de  la nouveile citoyenne 

83 - A PROPOS DE RACES - 15 DECEMBRE 191 7 
La f ipée héroique dont nous descendons permet d e  nous en~or_puciliir du sang qui coule dans nos veines 

83 - CES D U E S  AUX -POLtS" - 22 DECE~MBRE 191 7 
A propos du vote des femmes dans la dernière éléction générale 

S6 - LES INCENDIES AL'GILIENTEW - 5 JASVtER 191 8 
La vie de nos pompiers et les responsabilités du public. - Q u e  i'on poursuive les incendiaires. 

87 - LE P.WLRE - 12 J.GSiIER 1918 
Incluquons I nos enfints le sentiment d e  la droimre et t'amour de la vente 

38 - PROPRIOS ET LOCATAIRES - 19 JAhT7ER 19 18 
Tous deus se font plumer sans s'en rendre compte - Les éternels tondus 

39 - LES VIELX GARÇONS - 26 JAh'VIER 19 18 
L'impôt sur les célibataires aura-t-il pour effet d'augmenter la population 



90 - M 0 3 ~ . 4 L  EX ~~ - Z FÉV'RIER 191 8 
Les bons et les mauvais côtés du projet de  réforme municipale 

9 1 - LA DISETTE DE CHARBON - 9 FEWER 19 18 
On pem à économiser le combustible lorsque l'on n'en a plus - Se pourrait-on pas employer des substituts" 

92 - DES "RAFLES" DE h W S  - 16 FEWUER 19 18 
C'est le moyen que vont adopter les jeunes fik pour ne pas payer I'implit municipal en coiffant Saint-Catlierine 

93 - QL'E FNT-OS DU W P O R T  DES EXPERTS? - 23 FÉVRLER t9  18 
Le public demande d'en conmitre le te.xte complet et e-xact et non des parcelles seulement 

95 - LA PROSTITUTION A MoNTRJ% - 16 MARS 191 8 

96 - EN ATTENDANT LE DÉMÉNAGEMENT - 23 MARS 19 18 

97 - PAS BESOW DE REPOUSSOIR - 3 0  bfARS 191 8 
Aine? parit naturellement h n c  et honnëte. 

38 - LE "BARDA- A L'HOTEL-DE-VILLE - 20 AVRIL 19 18 

99 - LA FEMME .LI L'ATELIER - 27 .A\'lUL 191 8 

10 1 - L'ENFAXCE L'USISE - 18 MAI 19 18 
On ne pourra janiais trop fàire pour protéger ia jeunesse dans les manufactures. La plaie du patronaye politique. - 
Le rôle des inspecteurs de manufactures. 

102 - LE cfi€MA ET LES EhTAhTS - 25 MAI 19 18 
Pourquoi la wlle de Montréal n'en connmirait-elle pas un pour les enfants au Parc Lafontaine" 

1 O3 - REFORXtE DE L~ÉDUCATIOX DAIS QUEBEC - le; JUIN 19 18 
Les protestants veulent s'unir aux catholiques pour améliorer le système d'instniction. - Dans I'intcrèt des deus 
dénominations 

104 - L.iUSSONS LES HOPITALX PObR LES PAbWRES - 8 f i T i T +  19 18 

1 O5 - LN COIS DE LA \7E DES DELcfOISELLES DE XIAGAShlS - 15 JuIS  19 15 
Etude de Moeurs 

107 - LE SORT DES \'TELX COkfbIIS DE MAGASlNS - 29 JUS 19 18 

1 10 - LES ACCIDEhTS DU TRAVAiL ET LE SL;R.!N.~GE - t 7 JLTLLET 19 1 8 



1 1 1 - LES DkYGERS DU TRAVAIL DE W...  POkR LFC FE!!f!ifES - 3 . 4 0 c ~  19 1 S 

I 13 - LA L t .  POL.. L'EXISTENCE - 17 A O ~ T  19 18 

1 14 - OC VONT NOS LEGL~WES? - 24 AOUT 1918 

1 15 - PLWSSONS LES VRAlS COUPABLES - 3 1 A O ~ T  1918 

1 16 - REFLEXiONS SLR LA FÊTE DE TRAV.4fL - 7 SEPTEMBRE 19 18 

1 1 7 - .& QL;iUlD LA GIWTLT~É DES LfiRES? - 14 SEPTEMBRE 19 1 8 

1 18 - LES S ~ ~ R E S  TLWMCIPALX - 2 1 SEPTEXIBRE 191 8 
Etablira-t-on enfin un système graduant les salaires selon le mérite et les états de service des employées3 

I 19 - QUE VOhT DEVEhTR LES HOMSES? - 28 SEPTEhfBRE 19 18 

120 - LA DÉPOPULAT~ON R W E  - 5 OCTOBRE 19 18 

121 - LA hfAL;U)iE LA MODE - 12 OCTOBRE 1918 
Ses bons et ses mubais efféts. - Les malades miaginaires - La fermeture des lieux- d'amusements - Les salaires 
qui ne seront pas payés. 

1 22 - DES BAIXS DE SOLEtL - 19 OCTOBRE 19 18 

123 - LES COXLMÈRES - 26 OCTOBRE 19 18 

133 - POURQUOI S E  PAS PRVENIR PLUTOT QUE DE GUERIR - 2 %OïrEMBRE 19 18 

I 25 - QLT SER.4 DEM.4W' - 9 SOt'EbfBRE 19 18 

i 28 - LA FEi%iE ET LA POLITIQUE - 30  SO\'EXfBRE 19 18 

129 - POUR ESRAYER LE VICE - 7 DECE~MBRE 1918 

1 30 - LES MANS MERCH.4,\7S - 14 D E C E S ~ R E  19 1 8 

i 3 1 - DES~CRATE FACTICE - 28 DECES~RE 191 8 

132 - LE BAISER DU JOUR DE L'AS - 01 JASLrARY 19 19 

I 33 - L' NSTRUCTION OBLIGATOIRE - 1 1 J.4W.4RJ' 19 19 

134 - LES MAGASmS A R4YONS - 18 JkhiNIER 1919 



135 - QLE DOiT-OK APPRES'DRE A LiOS JEZnrsES I.?LLES - 25 J.%!!3'IER 13 19 

136 - LES ACCIDEXTS DU TRAVAIL - f FÉ\?uER 191 9 

I3 7 - .i PROPOS DE L'NSTRKTION OBLIGATOIRE - 15 FI%WER 19 I I  

138 - LES S A M  TR4ViUL - 22 FÉVRLER 19 19 

139 - LA VELLLÉE DES MORTS - 1 MARS 1919 

1 ;lO - PATRONS LA CRISE ÉCONO~UQL. - 8 MARS 19 I9 

14 1 - EXSEIGXONS L'ÉCONOMIE - 15 191 9 

142 - POURQUOI DEM~NAGER - 22 MARS 19 19 

I I 3  - POiSSON D'AL'RIL - 5 A W L  19 19 

144 - LE XÉGOCE CONJUGAL - 12 AV'RIL 19 19 

145 -RESPECT ANOSIEROS- I9AVRE 1919 

136 - LE @SL'LTAT DE L'EXPLOITATION DL' PEUPLE - 26 AVRIL 19 19 

147 - LA CAUSE DE NOS XiALX - -3 h W  19 19 

148 - LE CK.LM4RDEME'TT .&\iZEL - 10 MN 1919 

14Q - LES LXIOXS ~TERXATIOX.UES - 17 bfAI 1919 

150 - LE GRAND ~ A G E  .a~.?3im - 31 U4i 1919 

15 1 - L'S JUSTE XiTLIEC - 7 1919 

152 - L'CNSTmCT DES ESFA;I'TS - 11 LW 1919 

153 -CHACL'N A SAPL.4CE- 21 JLTX 1919 

1 54 - P.AR L X  VOIX DES C.ASOSS - 28 SLTS 1919 

I 55  - LES AVOCATS - 5 JUILLET 19 19 

156 - LA G&VE DES FEMMES - 12 JUlLLET 1919 

1 57 - DO'iNOXS DE L'AIR AUX E'iFANTS - 19 KXLLET 19 19 

158 - Lihi SYST~ME RLTh'ELX - 26 &=LET 19 19 

1 5 9  - LES ET\T.k?TS .4 L'ESïXE - 2.40c. 19 1 9 
160 - VOLONS LES GENS DE LA VILLE - 9 AOÛT 19 19 



161 - LE TTUV.QfL DE L.4 FESIME - 16 .~OC;T 1913 
Tribune Libre 

162 - L'ENXEMl De PETIT, C'EST LE PAR\'ESC - 16 A O ~ T  19 Io 

163 - L 3  COhfiflSSAfRE DE SERUCE CIVIL - 23 AOCT 19 19 

164 - LES PR0FiTEL;RS - 30  A O ~ T  19 19 

l b5 - LX FETE DL' TRXVAii - 6 SEPTEXf8RE 1919 

166 - LA VISITE DU PRlXCE DE GALLES - 13 SEPTEhiBRE 19 19 

167 - 0-i ';E COhITR4NIT P.* LES GEXS P.- LA Cl'ERGE - 20 SEPTEMBER 19 Io 

168 - PATRONS ET CXISSES DE RETRAITE - 1 1 OCTOBRE 19 19 

169 - LES IÉRÉML~DEs DE "L'.4CTIOK CAWOLIQLF - 18 OCTOBRE 1919 

1 70 - LA DEGRINGOLADE EST-ELLE COMMENCEE? - 25 OCTOBRE 19 19 

1 72 - L'ESPRIT DES BETES - 8 XO\EMBRE 1919 

173 - PESSOSS .4LX DISP.4RL!S - 15 SO\'EX?BRE 191 9 

174 - A U  TOLR DES DOhESTIQL'ES - 22 SOi'EXfBER 19 19 

176 - LE SOCIALISME EST-IL kNTI-CKRETIEX? - 6 D E C E ~ ~ B R E  i9 19 

i 77 - MOK PERE. JE M'ACCESE!. . . - 13 DÉCEMBRE 19 19 
(Parodie sur l'-Action Catholique- de Québec) 

i 78 - COXihlE QUOI. iL EST DANGERELX DE POLEMIQLXRI .. . - 20 D E C E ~ ~ R E  19 19 

i 79 - SOL%'Eh'IR DE JOUR DE L'.W - 27 DECEMBRE 19 19 

180 - LE SUFFRAGE ~~~~~~IN - 3 JANVIER 1920 

18 1 - NOS WSTITtTIONS DE CHARITE - 17 JAlVIER 1920 

f 82 - QLESTIONS SOC1.4LES ET F E ~ ~ ~ s T E S  - 24 JAUXkTER 1920 

183 - LES FEXfXlES DANS L'lSDUSTRIE - 3 1 JASVIER 1920 

184 - POURQUOI CETTE AUGhENTATION? - 7 F E ~ E R  1920 



185 - LA GUERRE A L . .  TRUSTS - 14 FEkWER 1920 

186 - OC X'0L:S 3&2 XOTRE HYPOCRISIE - 2 1 FÉ\RER 1 9 3  

1 87 - QL'I DOIT GOLqERhER? - 28 FÉ\;RIER 1920 

188 - LA BALEINE ... AVALEE P M  JONAS - 6 IMAM 1920 

189 - PROFITECRS DE GUERRE - 13 MW 1920 

190 - PRÉCOCE EM~~~~CIPA'IION - 20 MARS 1920 

200 - LA SClENCE N'A PAS DE PATRIE - 27 M.MS 1920 

20 1 - CWIGSONS LES GRECS ET LEURS PRESEhTS - 3 X\WL 1920 

202 - LES P R O P R I E T ~ S  ET LES ENFANTS - 10 Al'RlL 1920 

203 - CO!SCmCE ÉLASTIQLE - 17 AVRIL 1920 

203 - DE SALUT-URES LEÇOSS - l er h t U  1920 

2 0  - LE CERCLE \'ICEUX - 8 XfAI 1920 

206 - SXLI'ONS L'EhTAVCE - 15 X f A I  1920 

207 - LE S.X.rURE ';'EST P.4S TOCT.. . I - 22 htU 1920 

208 - TROP DE LUXE - 29 M.M 1920 

209 - LA DIGX'ITE DU l a 4 V A n ,  - 5 1920 

2 10 - PROTEGEOKS NOS APPRENTIS - 12 JUIN 1920 

2 1 I - LE SORT DE L'lRLAhDE - 19 Lmr 1920 

2 12 - LE DROIT DE G&\E - 26 Lm 1920 

2 13 - AXtEXDONS LA LOI POUR PUNIR LES XFFAMEURS - 3 JUILLET 1920 

2 13 - LES ECOSOMISTES DE LA - S E M N E  SOCIALE - 10 JUILLET 1920 

2 15 - LA TAXE DES CELLBATMES - 17 JUILLET 1920 

2 16 - SACHONS XOUS EXPRIMER - 24 KXLLET 1920 

2 17 - L'APPRE!K;TISSAGE FORCÉE - 3 I E X L E T  1920 

2 18 - L%iE QUESTION QUE RIEN ?TETOUFFE - 7 A O ~ T  1920 

2 1 9 - LES FEAUMES DE PElSE - I4 AOÛT 1920 



220 - KiSTOiRE DE PIQUE-WQbE - 2 1 A O C .  1920 

22 1 - .APPRESOSS L'XYGLAIS - 2 OCTOBRE 1920 

222 - P.4.RTICiîATiOrU' A t X  B ~ ~ C E S  - 9 OCTOBRE 1920 

223 - LE BIEN-ETRE RiTLU DES TRAVAILLEURS - 16 OCTOBRE 1920 
224 - POURQUOI XOUS LES COAMBATTONS - 23 OCTOBRE 1920 

225 - L'HOSPICE OU LA SOLE - OCTOBRE 30 1920 

226 - FAUSSE CONCEPTION - 6 NOVEiMBRE 1920 

227 - LA NECESSITÉ DE L'ASSOCIATION - 20 NOkEMBRE 1920 

228 - LES FALX ASllS DE L ' O L W R  - 27 NOVE!MBRE 1920 

229 - hfERCL J-EN PREhDS IAhfAiS - 4 DECEIIBRE 1920 

230 - MERCI, YEN PRENDS J A W S  - 1 1 DÉCEMBRE 1920 

23 1 - LES VOLEURS D'INVENTIOXS - 18 DECEMBRE 1920 

1921 

232 - LE CHOIX DES ETREWES - ler JA'UVIER 1921 

?" ->> - L.4 LIGUE DES SATlO'r'S - 8 J.Wl7ER 192 1 

234 - POURQUOI SE PLAIGNEST-ILS? - 15 IAhT'IER 192 1 

235 - L'EGOÏSME DES RICHES - 22 JANVIER 192 1 

236 - LA SECUR~TE DASS LE TRAVML - 5 FEVRIER 1921 

237 - LA MARCHE DC D E S m -  - 12 FÉ\'RIER 1921 

238 - IL FALT S'Eh'TR'AIDER - 19 &\.RER 1911 

239 - LA MAISON DES DACTYLOS - 26 FEVRIER 192 1 

230 - OC VA TOUT CET ARGENT - 5 h W S  1921 

241 - .ASSLRXXCE ET CHOMAGE - 12 b 1 . m  1921 

242 - LES PROJETS D'Ak'Eh'TR - 19 MARS 192 1 

2-43 - LES PRISCIPES DU -DROIT" - 26 hMRS 192 1 

231 - LES LL'BIES DE LA BONN! PRESSE - 2 AIRIL 1921 



235 - QU'EN RÉSLXTERA-T-IL? - 16 A I R E  192 1 

246 - LE S.4LLT EST DANS L-EPARGXE - 23 A\WL 192 1 

247 - DECENCE ET HYPOCRISIE - 30 AVRIL 1921 

218 - LA SIORT CNFAN'TILE - 7 hfiU 1921 

249 - LES DOLEANCES D ' U X  MIDIPUETïE - 21 hfAi 1921 

250 - RE!~@DIONS À CET ÉTAT DE CHOSES - 28 MAI 1921 

25 1 - QLE FAIT-ON DE CET ARGENT> - 4 LW 192 1 

252 - LA GEST RAISOhWABLE - 1 1 KJW 1921 

253 - LE TRAVAIL DES F E M E S  - 18 L'Ihf 1921 

254 - LES THÉhTREs DE VZES A~IIM&s - 25 ntm 192 1 

255 - EN TOLT IL FALT DE LA hESURE - 9 KILLET 192 1 

256 - LA NECESSITE DES VACANCES - 16 JUILLET 1921 

257 - LA BAISSE DES SALAIRES - 23 ILlLLET 1921 

258 - R~FLE.WONS PRÉPATOLRES - 30 JUILLET 192 1 

259 - ECOLE POUR EPOUSES - 6 A O I ~  1911 

260 - FOhDS DE SECOLiRS - 13 A O ~ T  192 1 

26 1 - LE COUL'RE-FEU - 20 A O ~ T  192 1 

262 - LE PROBLEME DE L'HEURE - 27 AOÙT 192 1 

263 - SA MAESTE L'ARGEXT - 3 SEPTEMBRE 192 i 

264 - LES COEURS SENSIBLESi - 10 SEPTEXfE%RE 1921 

2 6  - SOL%'ELLES FORlLIES DE LA TYR;L\!IE - 17 SEPTEbfBRE 192 1 

266 - LE PROBLE~ME DU CHOMAGE - 23 SEPTEMBRE 192 1 

267 - LE DROIT AL: TRAVML ET .A LA C E  - 1 er OCTOBRE 1 92 1 

265 - OSTlWCIShlE DE' SE.= FÉMI~'IN - 8 OCTOBRE 192 I 

269 - LES EhT-.k!S h4.U ELE~ES - 22 OCTOBRE 1921 

270 - L'ÉDUCATION DES ENFXSTS - 29 OCTOBRE 192 1 



231 - PROJETS D'AkTEhTR - 13 XO\'E;MBRE 1921 

1926 

272 - SOLWAITS DU JOLR DE L ' A S  - JAv\'lER 1926 

272 - t% A L !  ROI QLT S'EN VA - 16 JAN3'lER 1926 

274 - t%Z FLMST'ERIE  - 23 JA!'C.IER 1 926 

275 - LXE FAUSSE DlR.ECTIC'E - 30 1.4\%1ER 1926 

276 - ~ E ~ T A L I T É  DE CTUNOIS - 6 FÉbRiE~1926 

277 - VENGEAYCE FEMISINE - 13 FÉVRIER 1926 

278 - LA Foi QUI SAUVE - 27 FÉVRER 1926 

279 - LES "B.ARG.4.W DAI'S- - 6 M 4 R S  1926 

250 - DEL'X POIDS, DECX MESLRES. DEL'X LXSGAGES - 13 MARS 1926 

28 1 - PROPOS DE CHIESS SUR LA RAGE - 20 MARS 1926 

282 - ET V-ENGEALVCE F É m - r n ~ -  27 ~ tms 1926 

283 - LES PENSLOSS DU VEIL ÂGE - 10 AVRIL 1926 

284 - L-IDEE EST EN MARCHE - 17 AVRIL 1926 

285 - C.4THOLlQL'ES v.v PPROTESTXNTS 

256 - LE SALAIRE XiiSqhlL'1M DES FEXiSfES - ler MAI 1926 

287 - LA COUWSSION D'ENQL'ETE SCOLNRE - 29 MAi 1926 

288 - LES RESPONSABILITÉS PATROXALES - 5 niW 1926 

289 - SOYOSS DIGNES DE SOTRE RACE - 26 WIN 1926 

290 - NOS PROGRAhfhES SCOLAIRES - 8 JUILLET 1926 

29 1 - LA CONSCENCE D'L'N PEUPLE - 1 O L l L L E T  1926 

292 - LE &\'EL DU MOUTON ET DL' LION - 17 JClLLET 1926 

293 - il KOUS FALT BEAUCOLT PLUS D'ECOLES - 24 K:ZY 1926 

291 - AL: PAYS DE L'HOhNEUR - 3 1 JLZY 1926 

295 - ESTREPRISES PUBLIQLES VS BOüTIQUE F E R , E  - 7 A O ~ T  1926 



236 - XOS CHERS ET ~TELLIGEZUTS ELECTE~TRS - 2 1 A O C .  1926 

297 - QL'ESTIOS DE MIRAGE - J SEPTEMBRE 1926 

298 - LES "\'ESPASESSES" - 1 I SEPTEb?BRE 1926 

299 - fWWISCENCES ELECTORALES - 18 SEPTELMBRE 1926 

300 - L'NSTRUCTION GRATLrITE ET OBLIGATOIRE - 25 SEPTEMBRE 1926 

301 - LA F&QL.TATION SCOLAIRE H À m €  - 23 OCTOBRE f926 

302 - LX GRANDE "TCTEUSE' - 30 OCTOBRE 1926 

303 - LES MiUSONS DE SANTE - 6 NOVEMBRE 1926 

304 - LA ROYAUTE SE BALADE - 20 NOVEMBRE 1926 

305 - LA SAINTE-CATHERJX'E - 27 X0k'EMBR.E 1926 

306 - LES CLOISONS BR4,\ZEKT - 4 DECEMBRE 1926 

307 - LE VRAI RE~~ÈDE At' PXUPERISME - 18 DECEMBRE 1926 

1927 

308 - LES FÈTES DL; JOLïR DE L'A,! - 1 JAVVLER 1927 

309 - MEXAGEONS NOS  ERGES ES - 15 Ik~WER 1 9 3  

3 10 - QUELS SOST LES COUPABLES9 - 28 JAtWrIER 1927 

3 1 1 - L-ENQUETE - BOUFFE - 29 JiWVLER 1927 

3 12 - LE DROtT DE VOTE AUX FEMMES - 5 FEVRIER 1927 

3 13 - LA -'ROYAL- PAR TERRE" - 12 F~vRIER 1927 

3 14 - PROTÉGEONS LA JELWSSE - i9 FÉ~RIER 1927 

3 15 - A V M C E  N'EST PAS ÉCONOMIE - 5 MARS 1927 

3 16 - COMMENT COMPRENDRE L-ÉCONOM~E - 12 I W S  1927 

3 1 7 - L'M?vUGR~TION INTEXSE - 19 -W+RS 1927 

3 18 - LA VlVISECTlON - 26 MARS 1927 

3 19 - PROPOS DE C.&ME - 2 At'RIL 1927 

320 - LE PROBLEME DES HOSPITAUX - 9 AVRL 1927 



32 1 - LE REXOL%'E.At: DL: PRbTEMPS - 16 ACWL 1927 

322 - PROPOS .4 TIRE D'AILES - 23 AtRIL  1927 

323 - C A  S E  VALT PAS LA P E R E  DE CHANGER - 30 .&\XI1 1927 

324 - XE PRENONS PAS NOS DESIRS POUR LA &ALITE - 7 X M I  1927 

325 - Y A-T-IL LXE OPINIOX PUBLIQUE? - 14 &LU 1927 

326 - SOYONS PROGRESSIFS AU L E E  D-ETRE DES RETARDARES - 2 1 .CM 1327 

327 - CHINOISERES DE LA-BAS ET D'ICI - 28 MAI 1927 

328 - "OEIL POLU OEIL, DES" POUR D E h T  - 3 LXE 1927 

329 - PROTEGEOSS NOS POLICERS ET NOS POUPIERS - 1 1 JUIN 1927 

328 - QUI P.= SES DETTES S'EX7UCHI-T - 18 ItW 1927 

329 - NOTRE FÊTE XATIOXAL - JL.E 25 1927 

330 - POLRQL'OI SOL'S SOhlMES DE LOYAL! SL'IETS - 2 JLrILLET 1927 

33 1 - FARCEUR FARCELX ET DEMI - 9 JUILLET 1927 

332 - DL: GRXh?) .UR POLX LES PETITS - 16 KXLET 1927 

333 - L.4 MORTALITÉ INFANTILE - 23 fi?LLET 1927 

334 - REFORMONS At?' LIEU DE DÉTRLW - 30 KqLLET 1927 

335 - LES OEUVRES SERVILES - b A O ~ T  1927 

3 3 6  - LA SÉCUFUTÉ DES PEUPLES - 18 A O ~ T  1927 

337 - LA R E ~ ~ E  DES CLASSES - 27.40Ch i927 

3 3 8 - LA P E N E  DE MORT - 27 A O ~ T  i 927 

339 - LA FEMLIE DE DEhlAIS - 3 SEPTEMBRE 1927 

330 - h'E SOYONS PAS DES "GRIPPE-SOUS" - 1 O SEPTEKiBRE 1927 

34 1 - LA FEMME ESTRUTE EST L X E  C'.ALELX - 17 SEPTE%IBRE 1927 

312 - LA FEMME INSTRLrlTE EST L%'E VALEUR - 17 SEPTEMBRE 1927 

343 - L'..L?tdBl~ON PERD SON h1.4hRE - 24 SEPTEMBRE 1927 

344 - QUE FAUT-iL EN DEDUIRE? - ler OCTOBRE 1927 



335 - L'EVOLLTOX DE LA FE!!fhfE - 8 OCTOBRE 1 927 

3 4 6  - XLTRE TEXtPS! XLTRES XIOELRSi - 15 OCTOBRE 1927 

347 - QUI D0h'NER.A LE VOTE A L X  FEhfifES - 22 OCTOBRE 1927 

348 - LES L'OYAGES AL' PAYS DES -MERVEILLESF - 29 OCTOBRE 1927 
La situation misérable des trisailieurs russes 

350 - K. FACT DES PREUVES SL'BSTMELLES - 12 NO\'E%fBRE 1927 

35 1 - Lt'TTONS POUR LA L'TE, M N  POLR LA MORT - 19 Wt'EMBRE 1927 

352 - LA JO~R~(-ÉE ~XDIWSÉE - 26 NOVEMBRE i927 

353 - L.4 L t .  POLR LE VOTE DES FEMMES - 3 DECEMBRE 1927 

354 - POLlRQUOl S'OPPOSER AUX PENSIONS DE VIELLLESSE - 10 DECEXIBRE 1927 

355 - -BATONS FORTS- ET SI?'CRER[ES - 17 DÉCEX~BRE 1927 

3 56 - COSTE DE NOËL - 17 DÉCEMBRE t 927 
Histoire de chien et chat. 

357 - SAUVEGARDONS LES PETITES EXISTENCES - 3 1 DÉCEXIBRE 1927 

358 - .A PROPOS DU BAL HISTORIQUE - 7 J.k\ilER 1928 

359 - SOL!S D'ABORD. LES A L W S  ENSLlTE - 11 JAM'IER 1928 

360 - L'HOSPICE OBLIGATORE - 2 1 JAhTWR 1928 

36 1 - --RUDUSTRIE ET HL%%\*- - 28 JkhWER 1928 
Reîl exions sur ce livre de I'hon kfacke~e King. 

362 - IL FAUT FAIRE LEUR EDUCAT~ON - 4 FE~WER 1928 

363 - TOLT A SON H E L , ,  - I 1 FEUUER 1928 

3 6 4  - LISEZ VOTRE BAlL AVANT DE LE SGhER - 18 FÉWUER 1928 

365 - LA PIUSOS POUR LES VEUX - 25 FEVR~ER 1928 

366 - A PROPOS DU VOTE DES FEMMES - 3 MARS 1928 

367 - D E F E ~ O N S  NOS LIBERTÉS - 10 hlARS 19223 

368 - LE DROIT DE CHACUN A LA \ïE - 1 7 MARS 1928 



369 - LE St;FF;RGGE FÉMIXm - 24 hiARS 1928 

3 70 - LE MALX DE L'I-~LZ~Z~VI~ITÉ - 3 1 M A R S  1928 

37 1 - LXE LOI DE PHARISIENS - 14 A\= 1928 

372 - LE ~ M c H &  hWTRLMONliU. - 2 1 AVRIL 1928 

37'; - L'E-WLOITATION DE L'ENF.LNCE - 5 MU f 928 

3 73 - LA SECL'RITE A V m T  TOLT - 1 2 MAI 1 928 

3 75 - C h F N 4 S  ET JOLRN.4L.X DÉNONCÉS - 19 MAI 1 928 

376 - EXCLUSION DES FEiMMES DU SÉNAT - 28 A V U  1928 

377 - SE TARE OLT FAIRE SON DEl'OCR - 26 !LAI 1928 

378 - DU GRAXD AIR POUR LES P E m S  - 2 JUIN 1928 

279 - LES EXAhEKS DE FIN D'.~K%%E - 9 LW 1928 

380 - SOTTE LEÇON DE MORALE - 16 Lmr 1928 

38 1 - TEE DE CES J O W  DE FETE - 23 JUlS 1928 

382 - POLITIQUE D'.WTAX ET D'AUJOLRD'HU - >O JLTS 1928 

383 - LES .=S DU' CHOMAGE - 7 JLnLET 1928 

354 - L'ISCOSSCIENCE DES ALTOMOBILISTES - 14 JL7LLET 1928 

385 - E P ~ G S O N S  POUR LES iMAL'ViUS JOURS - 3 1 JULLLET 192% 

386 - LA RÉALISATION DE NOS ASPIUTIONS - 28 JUILLET 1928 

387 - CES CHEFS DE F.4.bilLLE IMPROVTSÉS - 4 A O ~ T  1928 

388 - L% GR&!- HOMME D'ETAT - I I A O ~ T  1928 

339 - LES PENSIONS DE VIEILLESSE - 18 AOUT 1928 

390 - LE S E ~ A T  FER& AUX FEkMMES - 25 AOüT 1928 

39  1 - SOC>T'IZRS DE "BY-TOWNF - 1 er SEPTEMBRE 1928 

392 - C'EST LA R J 3 i i ~  DES CLASSES. &LAS! - 8 SEPTEMBRE 1928 

393 - .4tX \TVA-\TS LA LIBERTÉ - 15 SEPTEMBRE 1928 

394 - L% ISCCDEhT IMELO-DRAMATIQUE - 22 SEPTEkiBRE 1928 



39; - LE CHOIX D'L-E t'OCATlOiV - 29 SEPTEMBRE 1928 

396 - ~FLE'CIONS CONKGALES - 6 OCTOBRE 1928 

3 97 - LES !MERES IMPRÉVOY-~.\ZES - 13 OCTOBRE 1928 

398 - L%E E W L R  JUDICIAIRE - 20 OCTOBRE 1928 

399 - CORRESPOr\i?)A!!CES IXTERPLA~%TMRES - 27 OCTOBRE 1928 

400 - LES TRÉP.~ssÉs - 3 NObEMBRE 1928 

40 1 - LES PLNTIOSS CORPORELLES A\TJSSEST - 10 SO\'EMBRE 1928 

102 - EX XWGE DES ELECTIONS AUX ÉTATS-LNS - 17 NOVEXiBRE 1928 

303 - SOYONS NOUS-&MES - 24 NOVEMBRE 1928 

4ol- LN SAGE CONSEIL A I M É D ~ ~ ~ ~  - I DÉCLMBRE 1928 

403 - LA PRiSON POLR LES GLELX - 8 DECEMBRE 192% 

406 - Y A-T-IL RAISON DE S'ALARiMER - 15 DECEMBRE 1928 

407 - JE VOUS LA SOUHAITE..-! - 29 DÉCEXIBRE 1928 

308 - DU TRAVAIL AU LEU D'AL%~ONES - 5 JAhVIER 1929 

4û9 - NOTRE SOCIÉTÉ SE T U ! ! ! S S F O R ~  - 13 JA!!VER 1929 

4 I O  - AYOSS SOlN DE SOS \'lEUX - 19 JAut1ER 1929 

4 I 1 - LX XlASIE DE FULIER - 25 J A S T E R  1929 

4 12 - HlSTOlRE DE PERROQUET - 2 FE\WER 1929 

4 1 3 - LA s~oRTALITÉ DZA.!!'TILE - 16 FZ\?UER 1929 

4 14 - LA PEXSION DE \ELLESSE - 23 TÉ\~UER 1929 

4 15 - FA[SOSS NOTRE EXittfES DE COSSCIEECE - 2 XIARS 1929 

4 16 - LA H X R E  EST STUPIDE - 9 SfARS 1929 

4 17 - L'T';FLLENCE DES &TES COLRTES - 1 1 IWARS 1929 

4 18 - L.4 COURSE A LA FORTLUE - 16 3fARS 1929 

4 19 - SOYONS MISERICORDIEL:X - 30 M.ILRS 1929 

320 - LE SLTFMGE FEM~NIN - 6 AVRIL 1929 



421 - DE CHkWAGhE A L-EGOLT - 13 AVRIL 1929 

422 - SUPPRIMERA-T-OS LE LLXrCH - 20 A t R I L  1929 

42; - "TL! ;4T TUERAS P O h T  - 4 hf.4.l 1929 

424 - EPLXONS NOS MOEL'RS - I I MAI 1929 

425 - L%E NOLJ'ELLE DEFAITE - 18 hW1 1929 

426 - IL FALT C0MBAITR.E LX G U G X  - 25 Xf.4 1929 

417 - LA JOLR.(& CO!VïlXi'E - I KXX 1929 

428 - L'EhTMlhZIZiENT XILITAIRE EN CHAMBRE - 8, LXE 1929 

429 - I'EILLONS SUR L'EWXVCE - 1 5 L%E 1929 

-130 - D E V E ~ N S  PROPRCETA~RES - 22 nm- i929 

33 1 - HISTOIRE DE SKGE - 29 Km 1929 

432 - LX RACE DE L'A\'ESIR - 6 JUILLET 1929 

433 - LT ALTRE SACRIFlCE ISZTILE - 13 LTLLET 1929 

434 - L'E.XPLOIT.4TIOX DE XOS PROPRES EXFAXTS - 20 L U T  1929 

435 - L.;' PRIXCE BRASSEb'R DE B E R E  - 27 JEILLET 1929 

436 - L'OBLIGATION SCOLtURE - 1 O A O ~ T  1929 

437 - LX FAUSSE ÉCONOME - 17 A O ~ T  1929 

338 - SOS FILLES S-EMANCIPENT - 24 A O ~ T  1929 

4;a - CELX QLE t'O': IGNORE - 7 SEPTEMBRE 1929 

110 - LXE INJUSTICE SOCIALE - 14 SEPTEMBRE 1929 

441 - L A  t'lE PfUX.IITI\'E - 2 1 SEPTEhfBRE 1929 

332 - RENTRONS UN PEU EN NOL'S-MÈ.UES - 28 SEPTEMBRE 1929 

143 - LA VALLDITE DU SiARlAGE - 5 OCTOBM 1929 

4-44 - YOTRE HOMME PRIMITIF - 12 OCTOBRE 1929 

445 - L'ÉCOLE DE CAMPAGhE - 19 OCTOBRE 1929 

446 - CX CINEMA ES PLEL% /UR - 26 OCTOBRE 1929 





472 - LES DROlTS ACQCVS - T H  K.TS 1950 

173 - LE CLZTE DL! SOLT'ESIR - 14 JLTX 1930 

4 74 - L.4 ~ ~ O R T . L \ L I ~  [liF.4.hTiLE - 2 1 Km i 930 

175 - POLRQL'OI CETTE RECONSTTTL!IOS3 - 28 &XE 1 930 

176 - LE RÔLE DE LA PRESSE - 5 & ! Y  1930 

477 - L'HYPOCRISIE DE SOS MOELRS - 12 K7LLET 1930 

478 - LE F ~ ~ ~ T ~ ~ T s M E  ~ ~ É G R ~ u .  - 19 K U E T  1930 

479 - L'ESPRIT DE LA LfASSt - 26 LXLLET 1930 

180 - L'ESPRIT DE hiASSE - 26 L'ILLET 1930 

38 i - LE CHO.MAGE: LE PROBL- DU JOLR - 2 A O ~ T  1930 
Extraits d'un discours prononcé par le camarade Léon Jouhaux. secrétaire de la Confedention Génerale du 
Travail de France, au cours d'une assemblée de la Conférence international du Travail. tenue résenimirnt a 
Genève 

482 - LES PHETU'OX&'~ES PSYCHIQLZS - 9 . 4 0 c ~  1930 

483 - LE SOLEIL LLm POLX TOUS - 16 A O ~ T  1930 

484 - LA CONSCIESCE PROFESSlONNELLE - 23 A O ~ T  1930 

185 - LA GLORIFICATION DU TRAVAIL - 6 SEPTESfBRE 1930 

186 - LA REX'TREE ES CLASSE - 13 SEPTEhfBRE 1930 

487 - LE B O L W G E  DES CR~?,?.ES - 30 SEPTEMBRE 1930 

488 - LES PERPETLELLES \.?CTb4ES - 27 SEPTEhfBRE 1930 

389 - LES PRIVILEG@ES DE LA NATURE - 4 OCTOBRE 1930 

490 - L'EWAYCE hi,AUEtlaEC:SE - I 1 OCTOBRE 1930 

4 9  1 - L.4 KSTICE EST-ELLE A~;ELJGLEEQ - 18 OCTOBRE 1930 

492 - L.4 TRWQL~LITÉ DE L'HL'M,~,\ITÉ - 25 OCTOBRE 1930 

193 - LE G O ~ T  DE LA LECTURE - ler SOVEXIBRE 1930 

491 - L%F LEÇON DE BEAL' LASGAGE - 8 SO\'ESfBRE 1930 

4o5 - CO-TTZ3'TEMExT PASSE RlCHESSE - 15 NOC'EMBRE lQ3O 

496 - LE MOIS DES MORTS - 28 NOV'EhfBRE 1930 



Jq7 - LA POLITIQLX D'A?T.W - 29 XOt'EMBRE 1930 

498 - LA cI-L~RITÉ QI3 F.MT MAL - 6 DECEMFSRE 1930 

499 - S.4L.:OXS XOS SAPES - 13 DECEMBRE I9X 

500 - LA IMMANENTE DES CHOSES - 20 D E C E ~ R E  1930 

193 1 

501 - C.4DEAOX DL: JObR DE L'AN - 3 JANVtER 193 1 

502 - L A  COURSE AL! PLiUSlR - 10 JAW'IER 1932 

503 - UX DEFAUT A CORRIGER - 17 JANVER 193 1 

503 - CWTE ... QUI P M E  - 23 JASWER 193 1 

506 - LE TRAVAIL EST NOBLE - 7 FÉWUER 193 1 

507 - GLORIFIONS NOS HÉROS OBSCCRS - 14 &\-RER i 93 1 

508 - SACHONS ÉLEVER NOS E N F ~ T S  - 2 1 FÉWUER 193 1 

509 - PROTEGEOSS NOS &RES DE F;L\flL.LE - 28 FEVRIER 193 1 

5 1 O - VENGEANCE ISFÂME - 14 MARS 193 1 

5 1  1 - CHOISISSOXS SOS M.4XD.4TAIR.ES - 2 1 XI.ARS 193 1 

5 12 - \'ERS LES S O M h E T S  - 28 SfARS 193 1 

5 13 - ALLELL7A' ÇZLLELL'IA! - 4 AIWL 193 1 

5 14 - CO!ifSfEhT ON CHOISIT UX JURY - 18 A \ W L  193 i 

5 14 - PENODE DE DEMÉNAGEMEXT - 25 AVRIL 193 1 

515 -L%I-&ROSOBSCLR-ZMAI 1931 

5 16 - COMMESI- REMÉDLER AU CHOMAGE? - 9 XIXI I 93 I 

5 1 7 - L% TRIBUXAL !tfATRI&fONIAL - 16 XIA1 193 1 

5 18 - FAUSSE C W T E  ORGLEILLEUSE - 13 JLqh 193 1 

5 19 - TITRES ET DECORA~ONS - 20 JLm 193 1 

520 - \,TRITABLE SNOBISME - 27 K!IX 193 1 

52 t - RÉ~IINISCENCES DE LA ST-JE&%-BAPTISTE - 4 JULLLET 193 1 



5 2 2  - LA CLASSE O L ~ ~  - 18 RTL-LET 193 1 

523 - l ' ~ ~ ~ c . 4 ~ 1 0 ~  DES EÈc'F.4ÉrTS - 3 K . L E T  193 1 

524 - LE PROGRÈS EMLYCIPATECI~R - In A O C .  193 I 

525 - L'hTLLENCE Dlc'VISIBLE DE LA FEMME - 8 AOÜT 193 1 

526 - QLE FAIRE DE NOS ENFANTS' - 15 A O ~ T  193 1 

527 - Li\i AiACHROhIShlE - 29 AOC;? 193 1 

SZS - COhMEXT OX -4IME L'HuM~MTÉ - 5 SEPTEMBRE 193 1 

529 - POUR REMÉDER A LA CRISE - 12 SEPTEMBRE 193 1 

530 - LE R ~ L E  MODERWE DE LA FEMME - 19 SEPTEAMBRE 193 1 

53 1 -LE \.'RAI RE&DE .4E S I A L  SOCLU - 26 SEPTEMBRE 193 1 

532 - LE STIGU4-E QUI SUIT - 3 OCTOBRE 193 1 

523 - TAYT VA LX CRUCHE A L'EAU - 10 OCTOBRE 1% 1 

534 - "SALT'EZ LA FRAXCEw . . .  C'EST FAlT - 17 OCTOBRE 193 1 

535 - "CLqQLE StT%f" - 24 OCTOBRE 193 1 

536 - LE SUCCES DES SLFFRAGETTE3 - 3 1 OCTOBRE 193 1 

537 - "AIDE-TOl, LE CIEL T'.AIDERAw - 7 SOLThfBRE 193 1 

538 - LE RESPECT AU PRÉTOIRE - 11 NOVEMBRE 193 1 

5 3 9  - LA SAP.7-CATHERhE - 2 l NO\'EkfBRE 193 1 

540 - - - D È B A R Q ~ N S  DE SLR LE POLUX' - 28 NO\EME#RE 193 1 

34 1 - N'OSTRACISONS PAS LES FESfMES - 5 DECEMEIRE 193 1 

542 - CONSCIENCE NATIONAL ET OPINIOS PUBLIQUE - 12 DÉCEMBRE 193 I 

543 - LA VEILLE DES FETES - 19 DECEMBRE 193 1 

543 - CN NOEL D'ENFA!!T - 26 DECEMBRE 193 1 

1932 

545 - DES RENTES P R É L E ~ ~ S  SLX LA MISERE - 2 J.4,hiER 1932 

536 - QLrI CASSE LES POTS DE\'RAJT LES PAYER - 16 JANTER 19.32 



517 - LES PROSESSES ELECTORUES - 23 f.k?;\.ïER 1932 

5-48 - LE VOTE DES FEMMES - 30 J.4XVtER 1932 

549 - L'L%T\*ERsITÉ DE M O P I ~ . ~ L  - 6 FÉ\RER 1932 

550 - DEVOTIOK ,MAL FLAC& - 13 FÉVRLER 1932 

5 5  1 - LA VISITE DES LOGLMEhTTS - 20 FÉWER 1932 

552 - LA S L m G E  ~~ - 27 FÉ~WER 1932 

553 - L3E MEX'f.i\t- FAUSSÉE - 12 M A R S  1932 

554 - L'ENLÈVEMENT D'US ENFANT - 19 I W S  1932 

555 - LE TRAVAIL RÉGEN%ATEUR - 9 A\= 1932 

556 - LES \T?l€hlEh~~ hlASCL.iNS - 16 AV'RIL 1932 

557 - L T  AVGOISSANT PROBL&E - 23 AVRIL 193 2 

558 - MENTALITE DE BOURGEOIS - 30 AVRIL 1932 

559 - POTLM DE DEMÉNAGEMEST - 7 &W 1932 

560 - LE BIEX D'.I\CTRU - 14 MU 1932 

56 1 - LA D É S E R ~ O N  DES FOYERS - 2 1 ?CM 1932 

562 - RETOtRYOLiS -4 L.4 E R R E  

56-3 - LE TRAVAIL DE LX FESfXfE - J fCXS 39-32 

5 6 3  - Lh' PROBLEME ANGOISSAVT - 1 I JUIN 1932 

565 - LE RESPECT DE L.4 \TE D'ALTRUI - 18 J L W  1933 

566 - NOS MROS DÉMODÉS - 25 JEXE 1932 

567 - L'AIDE XLX SANS-TRAVAIL - 2 JUILLET 1932 

568 - LE PROBLEME DE LA CRIMINUITE - 16 JUILLET 1832 

569 - LES .LL.hTM4LX MALF.US.WTS - 9 JLZLET 1932 

570 - L.4 COP.TERENCE IMPÉRIALE - 23 JIJELET 1932 

57 1 - L'A!!iOLR SA!!S P.4IN EST ÉPFSMERE - 30 KXLLET 1932 

572 - PROTEGEONS LES FOYERS PAR LW MORATORlUM - 6 AO~I 1932 



573 - LES CÉLEBRATIONS OFFICIELLES - 13.40c~ 1332 

5 74 - OC EST DONC L'.4RGEh7? - 2 0 . 4 0 c ~  1932 

--- > 1 2  - LA \,TE !iiODER\E - 2 7 . 4 0 c ~  1932 

5 76 - "LA RECHERCHE DE LA PATERN'ITI?' - 10 SEPTEMSRE 1932 

577 - PHIL.;Lh"TaOPIE DE -W4LWS .UOI - 24 SEPTEMBRE 1932 

578 - LE COMBATTAiiT MYSTIQUE - l e r  OCTOBRE 19;2 

579 - L.4 SOC&TÉ SE llU!!SFOR!-T-ELLE? - 3 OCTOBRE 1932 

580 - LES PXLT'RES HOhITELX - 15 OCTOBRE 1932 

58 1 - L'E\'OLLTION FÉ;MININE - 22 OCTOBRE 1932 

582 - LA SffSERE HL%fAK'E - 29 OCTOBRE 1932 

583 - LE VOTE DE LA FEAUME -4 L'A\EXI'LR - 5 NObEMBRE 1932 

581 - LE RETOL2 AL' FOYER - 12 SOX'EXfBRE 1932 

585 - L-E,L~A,VCIPATION DE LA FEXIME - 19 NOVEhIBRE 1932 

586 - . - \ L m  TEMPS. A L . S  MOELRS - 26 ';O\IE%fBRE 1932 

587 - L.\j 'T-RAIT D-HEROÏS~Q - 3 DECEMBRE 1932 

588 - SOYOXS LOGIQLTS EN TOLT - 10 DECEMBRE 1932 

589 - LE SECRET PROFESSIOXKEL DU &DECIS - 17 DÉCEMBRE 1932 

1933 

590 - POLRQUOI DES PAL%'RES" -20 $1.41 1933 

591 - L'ATTITL!DE DE L'ALLEMAGSE - 27 LIAI 1933 

592 - L'ISTOLERXYCE DISPW-T - 3 JUIN 1933 

593 - L'ÉTERNEL \TAC D'OR - 17 JULX 1933 

594 - HISTOIRES DE NUDISTES - l er  L U E T  1933 

595 - L A  XOBLESSE DE LA TERRE - 8 JLrlLLET 1933 

596 - L.4 PROSPÉRITÉ REtTE?VT-ELLE? - 15 JLTLLET 1933 

597 - LA FOI AL% CHARLATANS - 22 ILmLET 1933 



598 - L3- 5t4RCHÉ 3LC4BRE - 29 K . T  1 93 3 
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