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Abstract 

The city of Dalian, on the southem tip of the Liaodong Peninsula in China' s Northeast 

(' Manchuria' ), underwent rapid development during the first half of the twentieih century. 

Between 1905 and 1945, Dalian and its environs were administered by Japan as part of the 

Guandong Leased Territories. This study examines Dalian's history during the initial period of 

Japanese rule, and places it within the broader context of Chinese urbanization. Although Dalian 

was governed by the Japanese administrators of both the leasehold and the South Manchuria 

Railway Company (Manletsu), this study emphasizes that the city was only ' leased' to Japan 

and that Dalian' s Chinese inhabitants played as equaIly an important role in its history as did the 

foreign rulers. 

One of the major themes of this history of Dalian is the penodization of Japanese 

imperialism in China, and specifically ' Manchuria.' The traditional view of both Chinese and 

Wesrern historians, (that the September 18 Incident of 193 1 marked the start of Japan' s 

aggression in the Northeast), is chalienged since h e  Guandong leasehold had been under 

Tokyo' s direct control since 1905. Subtle shifts in the severity of Japanese rule occurred during 

the subsequent four decades. but the origins of Japan' s expansion in China clearly began around 

the tum of the century and not in the 1930s. The key to undentanding Dalian' s history is the 

concept of ' contractually limited formal imperialism,' or leasehold colonialism. Within a 

chronologicai frarnework that traces the shifts in degrees of forma1 Japanese control, this work 

examines the issues of Chinese labour, the rise of Chinese nationalism, and the deveiopment of 

the region' s economy. 

This dissertation traces Dalian' s growth and evotution between 1905 and the 193 1 

Manchurian Incident utilizing a variety of conternporary sources including documents of the 



Guandong and Monfersu administrations. Chinese and Japanese newspapen, h e r i c a n  consular 

reports, and British Foreign Offîce documents. These primary materials are incorporated within a 

comprehensive review of recent scholarship by Chinese historians working in the People' s 

Republic. The result is an account o f  Dalian' s history in which the Chinese factor is returned to a 

story which until now has largeiy emphasized the Japanese ' side o f  the coin.' 
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A Note on Romanization and Currency 

AI1 Chinese terms and names, both persona1 and place, are romanized using the pinyin 

system. Since some narnes, like Zhang Zuolin (Chang Tso-lin) and Yantai (Chefoo), are more 

farniliar to readers in their older forms 1 have included their Wade-GiIes romanization in 

parentheses when fim noted in the text and again in the G:ossary. Chinese authors who have 

published in English, and who romanize their names according to the Wade-Giles system are 

cited in the older form for ease of reference. Japanese terms and names are romanized according 

to the modified Hepbum system used in Kenkyusha's New Japmese-English Dictionmy. 

Macrons are used over Iong vowels in al1 Japanese words when required, except for names in 

common use like Tokyo. Chinese and Japanese persona1 names are written in the traditional style 

of sumarne first, followed by the individual's given (generational) names. 

One of the biggest challenges when writing this shidy was how to romanize the city's 

name. Dalian went through several metamorphoses during the years 1895-193 1. Prim to the 

arriva1 of the Russians in the late 1890s. Dalian, or as it was then known Dalianwan, was in fact 

a group of several small fishing villages including Heizuizi, Dong ('East') Qingniwa and Xi 

('West') Qingniwa. Between 1898 and 1905 Dalian was called Dalny, Russian for 'far away.' 

With the signing of the Treaty of Portsmouth in December 1905, the Guandong leasehold was 

transferred fiom Russia to Japan, and the city was renamed Dairen. When written in characters, 

Dalian/ Dairen is identical in both Chinese and lapanese. Partly for this reason. and because I 

wish to emphasize that Dalian was always a part of China, albeit 'on loan' to Japan, 1 have 

generally used 'Dalian' when referring to the city during the penod of Japanese rule. 

Over three dozen different currencies circulated in the Guandong leasehold during the 

f in t  half of the twentieth century. Various Chinese provincial notes and coins were used largely 

. . - 
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by the region's Chinese merchants and citizens, while the Japanese authorities attempted to 

enforce the standardized use of notes issued by the Yokohama Specie Bank ( 19 13- 17), then the 

Bank of Korea ( 19 17-32), and l a d y  the Puppet government of Manzhouguo. (See: Hou Shu- 

t' ung, hpanese Bank Notes in Manchuria (Peiping: Yenching University, 193 1 )) Unless 

otherwise stated, al1 prices and wages are given in 'LManchurian' yuan-the standard Japanese 

accounting unit based on whichever government banknote was currently being enforced. 

Table 1: Currencies in Circulation in Dalian. 1890s to 1945 
Chinese Currencies: (i) Coins: Copper cash (zhiqian); Copper coin (tongyuan) 

Silver coin (yangqianj and ingots (yinding) 
(ii) Notes: Governrnent notes (gumtie) 

Copper coin notes (ton&vuanpiao) 
Silver coin notes (yangqianpiao) 
Mukden (Fengtian) notes (Fengtimpiao) 

(iii) Book Currencies: 
Various taels issued in Manchuria's treaty-ports 

Foreign Currencies: (i) Coins: Japanese (silver) yen and lesser coins 
Mexican (silver) dollars 
Russian coins 

(ii) Notes: Russian mbles, and following the 1917 Revohtion, a 
variety of notes issued by both the Russian 'Red' and 
'White' governments. as well as the local community 
(principally the Haerbin Municipality notes, the paper 
monies of the Russo-Asiatic Bank and the Chambers of 
Commerce in Haerbin and Manzhouli). 

Military notes issued by both the Russian and Japanese 
Amies ( 1898- 1904; and 1904-6 respectively) 

Bank of Japan notes (gold) 

Bank of Chosen Korea] notes (gold) 
Yokohama Specie Bank notes (silver) 

Sources: Report on Progress in ilfanchuria. l W 7 - f g 2 8  (Dairen: SMR, 1929 ed.), 13% 153; Kwantung 
3oveniment, Ourline ofthe Kwantung Governmenr (Dairen: Manchuria Daily News, 1 926), 2 1 ; and T. 
ioshino, Economic Hisrov of Manchuria (Seoul: Bank of Chosen [Korea], 1 920 ed.). 23 3-62. 
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Introduction: Dalian, a City of 'Great Connections' 

'[Oh] the East is East and the West is West. 
And never the shall meet.' 

So wrote Kipling. but long before the Japanese had a hand in the flairs of Manchuria 
which country seems destined to be a standing coniradiction to the pet 's  dictum. for if 
there wer be a common meeting ground for the Oriental and Occidental it ml11 be here.' 

Manchuria' was the promised land of Japanese imperialimi during the first half of the 

nventieth century3 Here the East. in thts case China encountered the West through the 

intermediary of an Asian colonial power- Japan. The showcase of th% great meeting was the 

Guandong (Kwanrung) Leased Temtùry-the southem tip of the Liaodong penuisula-and at 

centre stage was the port city of Dalian. Captured on 30 May 1904 during the Russo-Japanese 

War and formaiiy transferred to Japanese d e  n?th the signing of the Treaty of Portsmouth the 

1 The South .Lfanchuria Railw- (Dairen: South Manchuria Railway M c e .  19 11). 3. This is the 
opening line of (Joseph) Rudyard Kipling's. 'The Ballad of East and Wea'  first pubiished in 
.Llac.\lillan 's ,lfaguzine in December 1890. and later reprinted in The Fritings in Prose and Lérse O/ 

Rudvard Aïpling: Vol. X I .  L érses 188% 1896: Barrack-Room Balla& (1 889- 189 1) (New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons. 1898). 6 1-7. 

' Throughout this midy 1 have used the term .Manchuria' to denote the region of northeastem 
China comprised of the Republican provinces of Heilongliang, Jilin. and Fengtian (non. Liaoning). This 
region of China is now more commonly referred to as Dongbei. the 'Northeast.' Instead of enibarking on 
a policy of 'rect@ing names. ' 1 have chosen to use the original Language of the penod being studied. The 
region was knotvn as 'Manchuria' in not only the West and Japan (where it was called Manshü), but also 
China as wen the C hinese Comrnunist Party in the 19 30s established a Manchurian Provinciai 
Cornmittee (Manzhou Sheng Fei-wïanhui). In his stud?. of Chang Tso-lin in Northemt China, 19 Il-lg28. 
China, Japan. and the Manchurian Idea ( S  tanford: S tanford U ~ v e r s i l  Press, 1 977). Gavan McCormack 
correct& points out that the nomenclature of 'Manchuria' \vas partly the creation of Russian and Japanese 
imperialists who hoped that the name would imply the region's separateness from the rest of China (4-5). 
On the issue of the use of the term 'Manchuria' see aiso Chong-sik Lee. Revolutionay Stmggle in 
Manchuria: Chinese Communism and Soviet Interesr, 1922- 1945 (Berkeley: University of California 
Press. 1983), xi&+, and Robert Lee, The Munchurian Frontier in Ch 'ing Histov (Cambridge: Hamard 
University Press, 1970), 60. 

3 For a review of the ideological components h t  made up Japanese imperidkm at the turn of 
the twentieth century see Marius B. Jansea "lapanese Imperialism: Late Meiji Perspectives," in The 
Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895-1 945. eds. Ramon H. Myers, and Mark R Peattie (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press. I984), 6 1-79. 



foIiowing year, Dalian over the next four decades became the key administrative and commercial 

centre in southern Manchuria. The Japanese govemors of Dalian greatly enlarged the harbour 

and its wharves, oversaw the construction of a massive industrial quarter and supervised the 

expansion of the city, which by the 1940s had a population of over 700,000.' 

The port's hinterland was the great fiontier of northeast Asia in the Iate nineteenth and 

early twentieth centuries (Map 1). Bordered on the north by the expanding Russian empire 

(which was busily constmcting the trans-Siberian railway and searching for an ice-fiee Pacific 

pon), and on the east by the crumbling Korea kingdom, China's resource-rich and fertile 

Northeast beckoned to irnperiaiists in both St. Petersburg and Tokyo during the late 1890s and 

early 1900s. To develop this territory a modern transportation system was required-a system in 

which Dalian played a crucial role. The city was the southern terminus of the region's railway 

system. servine as a critical transportation link in both the Russian, and iater Japanese, efforts to 

develop the lands to the north. Manchuria's coal. iron and a_oricultural products were funnelled 

through the port to industries abroad during the first half of this century. 

In 1906, one year afier the m s f e r  of Guandong leasehold to Japanese mle, Dalian's population 
was 19,064. Of these 10,670 (56.0%) were Chinese, 8.37 1 (43.9%) were Japanese, and 23 (0.1%) were 
other foreign nationals. (Great Britain. Foreign Office and Board of Trade. Diplornutic and C o m I a r  
Repora. Reports of the Annual Series: Japan. Tairen (Dalny) (hereafier cited as GBDC R) (London: H. M. 
Stationery, 1907. Report no. 3854), 8.) The 194 1 census for the Guandong territory reported 72 1,80 1 
persons living in the Greater Dalian Area: 267.3 16 in Dalian proper, 224,625 in Shahekou (the industrial 
suburb in the city's west-end), 138,854 in Xiaogangzi (the 'Chinese quarter'), 90,266 in the predominantly 
Chinese Ganjingzi neighbourhood and 740 in the harbour area. Of these, 532,489 (73.8%) were Chinese, 
182,6 10 (25.3%) were Japanese, 5,122 (0.7%) were Korean and 1,580 (0.2%) were other foreign nationals. 
(Kant6-kyoku (The Guandong Bureau) comp., Kant&hyoku kannai gen jüjinko t&i (Population Statistics 
of  Those Living in the Jurisdiction of the Guandong Bureau) (hereafier cited as KKJT) (Dairen: n.p, 194 1 
ed.) [LSDAG 15993,6- 1 I .) 



M ~ D  1: Northeast Asia in the 1920s 



By the 1920s travel guides pubhshed by the South Manchuria Rarlway Company (SMR). 

proudly proclaimed Dalian to be the most modem cïty in aIi of Manchuria.' in many ways this 

c l a h  riras m e -  for in onIy two decades the Japanese officds of both the SMR and the various 

administrations in the Guandong leasehold who admniistered the cïty had accompiished a great 

deal. Dalian had the most modem port hcilities not only in China but also East Asia; electric 

tramcars ran through its streets: spectacular colonial buildings dominaed Ïts landscape: a modem 

water and sewage system had been completed: several schools and trauling colleges had been 

established; and the  ci^ couid boast the largest public hospital in northern Ch.' Ln 1930 an 

espauiate American mployed bu the SMR Henry Walsworth Kinney. wrote: T o  the serious 

student who îs interested in obserwig the development of modem civilization in the Far East 

Dairen [Dalian] offers an excellent demonstration of progress. '" 

This study takes up Kinnefs suggestion and esamuies the history of the  ci^ (shi) of 

Ddian during the period of Japanese rule. from the Russo-lapanese War through to the earty 

1930s. d e r  wh~ch point the Guandong Ieasehold las integratrd utto the Japanese puppet state of 

Manzhouguo. The analysis has three objectives. First. it presents Dalian as a case study of urban 

development in China during the early mentieth cennin-. The evoiution of the harbour from a small 

' .\finami .Llanshü tersud6 noBo unnar (.4 Tnvel Guide to the South Manchuria Railway) 
@airen: Mantetsu, 1920 and 1925 eds.). 9- 12 and 19-20 respectively. 

Dalian's hospital was the largen medical facility in Manchuria having ten depattmenis 
including: surgery, g_vnaecology. ophthalmology. dermatology. a kinder-clinic. rhino-lagmgology, otology, 
physical treatment, dentistry and a laboratory. Subsidized by the S M R  by the late 1920s the hospital in 
Dalian treated tens of thousands of patients uearly. (Report on Progress in h..anchuria (hereafter cited as 
ROP) (Dairen: SMR, 1929 ed.), 164-7.) For a bnef analysis of the SMR's medid facilities see Gu Mingy 
et al., Riben qinrhan Lilda sishinian shi ( A  Forty-Year Histon: of Japan's Occupation of Lüshun and 
Dalian) (hereafter cited as RQLSS) (Shenyang: Liaoning renmin chubanshe. 1991). 4524 .  

7 H e q  Walsworth Kimq. Manchuria T o d q  (Osaka: Hamada Printing. 1930). 49. 



fishing hamlet to a major international port is uaced. One of the goals of presenting this 

overview is to portray the city of Dalian as a dynamic entity-an urban environment inhabited by 

people and not statistics. I f  the historian hopes to understand the events and issues of the past. an 

attempt must be made to recreate as accurately as possible the atmosphere and flavour of the 

period being studied. The second objective is to use Dalian as case study of Japanese imperialism 

in China. and particularly Manchuria during the early twentieth century. By placing the present 

study within this larger context. conclusions can be drawn regarding the form. nature and 

periodization of Japanese colonialisrn in an important region of China.. The third objective of 

this study is to examine the lives of the Chinese working-class who. in the end. built the Japanese 

colony in Manchuria. The officiais of the SMR and Guandong administrations planned and 

supervised the development of the region. but it was the countless nurnber of Chinese migrants 

from Shandong and Hebei who built the steel. brick and concrete edifices to progrrss. 1 am 

interested in the lives of these people-the faceless masses who. to date. have been lost in the 

statistical analyses of scholars rsamining Japan's achievements in Manchuria.' Who were these 

Chinese? How were they involved in the development of the region'? In examining the lives of 

Dalian's Chinese labourers. particular attention is paid to the issues of labour. health. education 

and immigration during the colonial era. Although at first this study may appear to be only an 

examination of Japanese imperialism in China. it hopes to be much more than this. In the end. 1 

hope that this analysis contributes to our understanding of the history of Manchuria's Chinese 

population during the period of Japanese rule. 

In a recent book. The i\.lodernization of ibtonchwia: ..ln .-Innotareci Bibfiography (Hong Kong: 
The Chinese University Press. 1994). Ronald Suleski makes a simiIar point, noting that although quite a lot 
is known of the Japanese activities in Manchuria. linle has been written of the lives of the Chinese who 
lived in the region (xiv-xvi). 



The Great Plaza, Dalian 

It was a warm spring Sunday morning and the city was just beginning to stir when the 

photographer, perched on the northern edge of the roof o f  the Yamato Hotel. took a final look 

through his carnera lens and captured one of  the most famous images of Japanese mle in 

northeastern Chinaa9 The photograph was of  Dalian's Ohirobq the 'Great Plaza' or  'Central 

Circle' (figure 1), one o f  the most powerfùl symbols of the success and grandeur o f  Japan's 

colonial experiment in southem Manchuria. Ringing the Great Plaza were the offices o f  both the 
. 

Guandong and municipal governrnents which administered the colony and the banks that 

supervised its economy; and within walking distance were the headquarters o f  Munretsu, the 

South Manchurian RaiIway Company.'' The metropole in Tokyo was home to  the emperor and 

his government, but the local barons of Japanese imperialism mIed fiom the neoclassical Stone 

and brick buildings in the heart of Dalian. 

Sitting beneath the statue of General Oshima Yoshimasa, the first Japanese Govemor- 

General of the Guandong leasehold, three Japanese children were relaxing, dressed in casual 

' Figure 1 "The Great Circle. Dalian" (in Darren chihdannai (Guide to the Dairen Area) (Dairen: 
Mantetsu. n.d.) DSTSG P4). Although no publication date is given for this work the photograph c m  be 
dated to the years 1927-1929. The building to the lefi of the Yokohama Specie Bank, which is at the top 
centre of the scene, is the Guandong Communications Bureau and the antenna on its roof was added 
sometime after 1926, as it is not present in photographs of the building taken between 1923 and 1926. (See 
Y ,  Konishio, Port ofDairen (Dairen: Research Office of the South Manchuria Railway Company, 1 923), 
iv-v, 45; and Outline ofthe Kwantung Governmenr (hereafter cited as OKG) (Dairen: Manchuria Daily 
News, 1926), 15.) The photograph must have been taken sometime before 1929 as the acacia trees in front 
of the bank and within the park are not as taIl as they are in pictures found in The Kwanrung Governmenr: 
lts Functions and Works (hereafter cited as KGFW) (Dairen: Manchuna DaiIy News, 1929 ed.), 24-5. 

'O  For an overview of the structure and workings of the SMR see Ramon H. Myen, "Japanese 
Irnperialisrn in Manchuria: The South Manchuria Railway Company, 1906- 1933," in The Japanese 
Informai Empire in China, 2895-1937. eds. Peter Duus, Ramon H. Myers and Mark R. Peattie (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1989). 1 0 1-32; and Takemori K m 6 ,  Mantetsu kobàrhi (The History of the 
Rise and Fall of the South Manchuria Railway Company) (Tokyo: Akita shob6, 1970). 



clotlies as ir was their day off." Lost in conversation. perhaps over where the- wouid spend the 

da).. they may not have been aware of the symbolisrn that surrounded them." Behind the 

youngsters, just outside of the scene, was the Yamato Hotel (figure 2), the Ragship of a chah of 

grand hotels owned and operated by the SMR. Opened on 1 August 19 14, the Yamato was the 

residence of choice for al1 wealthy foreigners and Japanese who visited the city during the next 

three decades.I3 Rich oak floors, elegant rooms and al1 the amenities a true colonial could 

want-including a billiards and smoking room, private bar, dining room that served European 

and Japanese meals, and even a ballroom-were found within its ornately carved doors.I4 

Directly across the park from the Yamato was the Yokohama Specie Bank (Yokohama Shokin 

Ginko) (figure 3 )  which. together with the local branch of the Bank of Korea (Chosen Ginko), 

supenrised the economy. and in particular the currency. of the lea~ehold.'~ Afier the Yamato 

' ' Grnerai Oshima was Military Viceroy of the Guandong T e r r i t o ~  benveen October 1 905 and 
September 1906 when he was named Govemor-General. a post he held until April 19 13. The bronze statue 
cornmemorating his rule was unveiled the foIlowing September. iManch~rria D a f i  Aews (hereafier cited as 
MD.1'). September 1.  1914. 

" By the 1920s Dalian had a wide variety of amusements for its Japanese and other foreign 
residents. Some of the most popular were the seaside towns of Laohutan (Rôkotan .' 'Tiger Beach') and 
Xinggepu (Hoshigaum 1 'Star Beach'), both less than five miles frorn the city centre. and the electrical park 
idenki kaon) at Fujiantai (Fushimidai), just West of the Great Plaza. At t5e Fushimidai park. sornetimes 
referred to as the Shoson park, were a movie theatre, shooting-galleries. one of the city's bowling alleys 
(the other was iocated in the basernent of the YMCA), a merry-go-round, a roller-skating rink and several 
Japanese and Chinese restaurants. See The Sourh Manchurra Railwqy, 27-8; Kimura Ryüji, Dairen 
monogarari (An Account of Dairen) (Tokyo: Kenkosha, 1983). 1 15-8; and Kitakoji Ken, ed., Suraba 
Dairen*&ojun (Farewell Dairen, Ryojun) (Tokyo: Kokusho kankokai, i 979), 74-87. 

" MDN. August 1, 19 14. 

l 4  So luxurious was the Yamato Hotel in Dalian that even the best facilities in Shanghai paled in 
cornparison. See Adachi Kinnosuke, Manchuria: -4 Survey (New York: Robert M. McBride and Company, 
1935). 138; and ROP (1929 ed.), 99- 100. 

' RQLSS, 194-208; and OKG, 22-3. 



Hotel. the green-dorned Yokohama Specie Bank in downtown Dalian was the most famous 

image in pamphlets and books published by the various Japanese authorities in the Guandong 

territory during the occupation. These buildings represented two of the key elements in lapan's 

colonial efforts in southern Manchuria: 1)  the mechanisms to develop and control the region's 

economy, and 2) the symbols of prestige associated with being a member of the imperiai club. 

While most of the people in the photograph were Japanese civiiians enjoying a moming 

stroll through the park, to the lefi of the central garden two policemen c m  be seen walking back 

to the civil administration offices of the Guandong governrnent (figure 4). Located in this red 

brick building were the region's central courts and poIice headquarters, as well as the local 

census and taxation offices. The Guandong government was the third crucial element in Japan's 

colonial structure in Dalian as. together with the Guandong A m y  (Kantmn), it controlled the 

political and social mechanisms of nile. Dalian's police force, the most obvious expression of 

Japan-s political rule, was extremely effective at maintaining the peace during the four decades 

of the occupation. through both its regular constabulary and a well-paid nehvork of inf~rrners. '~ 

In fact. except for a brief interlude in the mid 1920s, Dalian's economy was seldom plagued by 

the incouvenience of organized strikes." Union activists and other subversives were quickly 

identified by the local authorities and either arrested and sentenced to lengthy jail terms, or 

deported from the leasehold. Petty crimes were cornmitted in Dalian, but by and large the city 

'' Xu Guangxing, "Riben tongzhi Dalian shiqi de  jing te xian jigou" (The Organization of the 
Police and Spy System During the Period of Japanese Rule in Dalian), Dalian wemhi riliao 7 (December 
1990). 2 1-33; and RQLSS, 8 1-94. 

" Lee, Revolurionary Srnrggle in Monchuria.. 2 1 9;  and Liu Gongcheng, Dolion gongren yundong 
shi (J879-194N) (A History of the Dalian Workers' Movement, 1 879- 1 949) (hereafier cited as DGYS) 
(Shenyang: Liaoning renmin chubanshe, 1 989), 1 5 1-97. 



could boast of being a peaceful enclave in China's war-tom Northeast. at least for its Japanese 

and Western residents. 

The Great Plaza was the officia1 face of Japanese colonialism in the Guandong 

leasehold. It was well-planned. manicured to perfection, and not a linle awe inspiring. 

Downtown Dalian was in miniature what the Japanese colonial authorities and boosters planned 

for not oniy the city and the leasehold, but also Manchuria. W'hile many of the Western Powers 

shared in the construction and administration of the great foreign concessions in Shanghai, 

Dalian was Japan's alone. The city was Japan's "jewel in the crown." much Iike New Delhi was 

for the British Raj. Dalian was to demonstrate what a systematic programme of developrnent 

would bring to a region that. in the minds of man? Japanese irnperialists. had been an under- 

utilized pan of a dying empire. If a weak China would not. or could not. bring progress to its 

northeastern frontier, then \vhy not nzodcrn Japan? By the late 19 10s Dalian had become a 

symbol of the progress that accornprtnied Japanese rule. Other versions of Dalian. however. 

existed. and these images of the city noturaliy depended upon the e>*es through which life in the 

port was viewed. 



Figure 1: The Great Plam (&Yrobo), Dalian (Dairen chih~~unnai (Guide to the Dairen 
Area). Dairen: Mantetsu. n.d. DSTSG P4) 

Figure 2: The Yamato Hotel, Dalian (Dalian Library (DSTSG) photograph collection.) 

1 O 



Figure 3: The Yokohama Specie Bank (Yokohama Shaciin Ginka (Dairen minsel 
sanjüichinen kinen shi (Commemorating Thirty-one Yean of Dairen's Civil Government). 
Dairen: Toppan insatsu kabushiki kaisha, 1938. DSTSG M4 1 11 18) 

Figure 4: The Civil Administrative Office (Central Court and Police Headquarters) 
Dalian, c. 1913 (Gu Mingyi collection) 



The Western Perspective: From Doubtful Snubs to Applause 

The jewel of Manchuria had not always sparkled as brightly as it did in the 1970s. The 

reality was that dunng the first few years of Japanese rule, the city was little more than a remote 

and backward coastal town in northeast China, inhabited largely by carpet-baggers, prastitutes 

and adventurers.'' So desoiate was the city that in early 1907, two yean after the end of 

hostiiities in the region, the first resident British consular agent, Henry G. Parlett. stated: 

Of Tairen [Dalian] irself Iittle is to be said. Outside the Russian administrative quarter 
there are scarcefy any sotid foreign-built houses. and the few that exist are mostly relic; 
of the days of the Russian regime. The Japanese are, it is true, erecting buildings in fair 
nurnbers. but these. almost without exception, leave much to be desired in both the 
quality of their workmanship and in that of the materials used. The greater part of the 
town. which was planned by the Russians on a very arnbitious scale. still rernains waste 
;round. and such sneets as do exist are occupied aimost entirely by Japanese or Chinese 
shops and dwellhgs of a poor. and often squalid descrip~ion.~~ 

Life in Dalian during these early years was indeed a bleak prospect for any aspiring consular 

ot'ficial or foreign merchant. The city's buildings were dilapidated. its streets dus- in dry 

iveather and impassable when it rained. and even the most basic cornfons of home-foreign 

newspapers. foodstuffs and companionship-were at ieast a day's joumey away in the treaty 

ports of Yantai (Chefooj or Tianjin (Tientsin). Dalian was a grirny frontier town in southem 

Manchuria. and in no way resembled the cosmopolitan city that it would grow to be over the next 

decade. 

" In his annual report to London, the British ambassador to Japan, H.C. Lowther, wrote of 
Dalian's new Japanese population: "Up to the end of 1906 it is calculated that some 30,000 Japanese 
landed at Dalny. One-third of whom were women, but the major ponion of these Japanese immigrants are 
said to be adventurers possessing little or no rnoney, while the women are notoriously of the Iowest type." 
FO 88 I/9036(i), Annual Report of H.C. Lowther, June 28, 1907. (In Ian Nish ed., British Documents on 
Foreign Afluirs: Reports and Papersfiom the Foreign Ofice Confidenfial Print. Part I. Series E. Asia. 
1860-191.3 (hereafier cited as BDFA) Vol. 9. Annual Reports ofJapan, 1906-1913 (University Publications 
of America, l989), 20.) 

I 9  GBDCR (1907), 8. 



After the South Manchuria Railway Company assurned responsibilie in late 1907 for 

rebuilding the town. however. the situation quickly changed.:' In short order the SMR repaired 

the damage that the retreating Russian army had inflicted on the city. Construction of Dalian's 

downtown core began in earnest, and the city's principal streets were macadamized between 

1908 and 19 1 O. As the newly-created Mantetsu was primarily a commercial organization, its 

efforts naturally focussed on transforming the city into the international port that it had never 

tmly become during the Russian years. The harbour was cleared of al1 remaining mines and 

sunken ships. and by 1908 the wharves had been rebuilt and expanded." Once the port was h l l y  

operational. trade quickly returned to Dalian. as can be seen in the table beIow. 

Table 2: Trade at Dalian, 1906-1910 

1 Year ( Irnports in Hong 1 Exports in Hong ( 
Kong taels 

Trade figures for years 1907- 12 found in T. Hoshino. Econornic Histo- of Manchuria 
(Seoul: Bank of Korea, 1920 ed.), 87. Note that the  figures for 1907 represent only the six months 
ending December 3 1 .  

Kong taels 

191 1 

1912 

'O This change was applauded in the 19 13 British Consular Repon. The report stated that Dalian 
had been a "refuge for the scum of North China and Japan" prior to the arriva1 of the SMR, but that a sense 
of order was soon estabiished after 1907. See GBDCR (1  9 13, Report no. 5042). 18. 

" GBDCR ( 19 13). 17-8; and Kinney, Monchuria Todg,. 47-50. 

Sources: ' Figures for 1906 convened from Pounds sterling, and found in GBDCR (1  907). 10-2; 

29,786.400 

34,873.183 

33.730.976 

28.885.944 



Although this revitalized trade was dominated by Japanese merchants and cornpanies. it was no 

longer unconirnon to see European fieighters like the Golderlfels from Hamburg and Liverpool's 

h@ridion docked alongside Japanese vessels named the modo Mam and Tenzan ikiaru." 

Captains from Europe, America and Japan came to Dalian to unload their cargoes of kerosene 

and Cotton goods and return home with their holds filled with Manchurian soya beans and bean 

cakes. 

By the mid 1910s not only had Dalian begun to emerge as the port of choice in northern 
. 

China. soon to cIaim Tianjin's position as the busiest harbour north of the Yangzi river, but the 

city and its environs had also become a seaside getaway for foreign colonials in the region." 

Dalian's YMCA had over 500 members who enjoyed its librav, gymnasium and concert hall. 

The ci? also boasted a golf club, several tennis clubs, a hunting club. four Christian 

congregations-al1 with newly-constmcted churches-and a social club in which al1 prominent 

foreign residenrs held mernberships." In 1913 one of the ci+ colonials penned an arnusing 

poem prodaiming the benefits life in Dalian had to offer: 

Dairen: A n  Appreciation 
By a bad Knut 

We're dotvn at Dairen by the sea. / Or rather by the sand; 
For down at Dairen by the sea ! You can't see sea for land. 
It's the place to spend a quiet week-end / With the aristocracy: 
For we're correct and ven/ select ! At Dairen by the sea. 
Oh. Dairen is a place of joy .: For ail who pleasure seek: 
And folk from Chefoo and Amoy / Its blessings loudly speak. 
A life at ease. do what you please, ! The cost you never rnind; 
For everyone is being done. i A lot of good you'll fmd. 

" MDN. April 10, 1913. 

23 The South Manchuria Raifway, 32. 

" MDN. February 2 1. April23, and June 2. 19 13; and The South Manchuria Roilwoy. 25-8. 

14 



So fair a place is fiee frorn vice, ! Where youth and beauty dwell. 
In winter it's cold as ice, ,' In summer hot as, well? 
Corne great and srnaII. Ttiere's room for all; / And welcome al1 will be. 
Who come here to recuperate ! At Dairen by the sea." 

En less than ten years Dalian had been transformed from what in the rninds of many of its 

original foreign residents was a shabby port town into a civ that the most colonial of them would 

have been proud to cal1 their own. 

Western praise for Dalian only became Iouder during the next two decades. In 192 1 the 

American travel writer Poultney Bigelow toured Japan and its colonies. briefly stopping in the , 

Guandong leasehold. Bigelow was inspired by what he observed. He wrote: 

Port Archur and Dairen 1 am using as alrnost identical-much as we think of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, New York and Brooklyn .... The harbour works are there and speak 
eloquently for thernselves; so do the substantial modem buiIdings and the work of the 
sanitary engineer. Russian money brought a large Chinese population, but Japan has 
continued the labours of her predecessor and each year sees an improvement in the 
massive harbour works: new buildings for the influx of population: new roads: and. 
above ail, new plantations of littlz mes al1 over the once desolate hill-tops and water- 
sheds." 

The American was impressed not or.1) b>. Dalian's ph~.sicai aspects. but also more irnportantl! 

by the spiritual improvements that he believed the region's Japanese administrators had brought. 

Bigelow remarked that in visiting one of Dalian's shanty-towns he \vas awed ai the "cleanliness 

and tidiness [that] were universal" arnong the migrant labourers from Shandong-traits that were 

" MDN, January 14, 19 13. 

26 Poulmey Bigelow. Japan and Her Colonies (New York: Longmans, Green and Company, 
I923), 149-5 1. It must be noted that Bigelow's cornparison of the nvin cities of Port Arthur (Lüshun) and 
Dalian to New York and Brooklyn was not accurate. The Guandong leasehold's nvo major ports were over 
thirty kilometres apart (as the crow flies) and performed very different functions during the years of the 
Japanese occupation. Lüshun was Japan's military naval base in the region, while Dalian served as the 
commercial harbour. To claim that they were only separated by the equivalent of the Brooklyn Bridge 
obscures their respective roles in the Japanese coIonial structure in southern Manchuria. 



naturaily attributable to Japan's orderly and benevolent d e . "  

Traveiiiag through the port just over a decade hier' the British adventurer and journalist 

Peter Fleming echoed the general tone of Bigelow's account. "Daireil" he wrote. "is a sort of 

Japanese Hong Kong' v e n  orderly and hygenic and up to date.. ..The general atmosphere of the 

place is suggestive of a garden suburb. "" Fleming had just completed a tour of the newlysreated 

state of Manzhouguo prior to his stop in the Guandong leasehold. Having spent a few months in 

Shenyang (Mukden). the industrial capital of the region, it is not difficuit to image the author's 

delight when fâced with a couple of days of recuperation in Dalian. The city would have seemed 

Idce an oasis. especiaily when compared to the other urban centres to the no&. Even Xinjing 

(Hsinking), Manzhouguo's nen- caprtal. rvhere Flemmg had visited with Pu Yi. the emperor of the 

Japanese puppet state. was a d r e q  t o m  nith few amenities and shrouded in what the author 

called *humbug'-propaganda and false i~nportance.'~ Dalian ma' have been one of the mon 

important images for lapanese propagandists during the early mentieth centun.. but for foreigners 

up until the start of the Pacific Wu.  it was more importantly a cornfortable and safe to\\n in whch 

to live and do business. 

Bigelow, Japan and Fier Colonies. 1 55.  

*' Peter Flmung, One Ir Company: -4 Journey ro Chrna (London: Jonathan Cape. 1935), 175. 
Fleming's use of the phrase 'garden suburb' was appropriate as the Japanese urban planners and 
enguieers in Dalian were consciously attempting to emdate the Garden City Movement that had had such 
a profound influence on city design in North Arnenca and Europe at the turn of the twentieth centui).. See 
Watanabe Shun-ichi, "Garden City Japanese Sîyle: The Case of the Den-en Toshi Company Ltd,, 1918- 
28." in Shaping an fibon Worid. ed. Gordon E .  Cherry (London: Mansell. 1980). 12943. 

29 Remuig, One 's Cornpan-v.. 74-7. 



Another Life Along the South Manchuria Railway: A Child of Mantetsu, Yamazaki Mitsuo 

While Dalian's past is an integral part of the larger history of Japan's colonial empire, 

for thousands of Japanese who were either born or worked in the port during the early twentieth 

century, the city more importantly remains a symbolic connection to their personal histories and 

identities. During the i970s and 1980s a genre emerged in Japan's publishing industry that 

catered to the mernories of these children of empire. Works like Kimura Ryoji's. Furusam 

Dairen (Birthplace, Dairen) (Tokyo: Kenkosha, 197 1 ), and Kitakoji Ken's, Saraba Dairen. 

Ryojun (FarewelI Dairen, [and] Ryojun) (Tokyo: Kokushu kankokai, 1979), appeal to the 

nostalgie Iongings many Japanese still feel for their old colony in southem Manchuria.'* While 

most of these books are iittle more than annotated collections of  photographs, they are tiseful 

since they remind the historian that Dalian's history is not only a Chinese, but also a Japanese 

stoq'. 

While researching in the People's RepubIic of China in the summer of 1993. I met 

several former Japanese residents of Dalian who were living at the city's Foreign Languages 

Institute (Dalian Waiyu Xue-wan). Of al1 the returnees I interviewed, one individual's life in 

particular epitomized the experience of many Japanese during the forty-year occupation. 

Yamazaki Mitsuo was a child of Manretsu. His parents had moved from Tokyo to Dalian in 1907 

when the South Manchuria Railway Company established its new headquarters in the leasehold. 

Yarnazaki's father worked in the SMR's engineering department and was involved in the 

' O  Some of the other works in this genre include: Kitakoji Ken, B q 6  Mamhü: Shashinrhü 
(Nostaigia of Manchuria: A Collection of Photographs) (Tokyo: Kokusho kankokai, 1974); Kiyooka 
Takayuki, Dairen shaGeishu (A Small Volume on Dairen) (Tokyo: Kodansha, 1983); Terarnura Ken'ichi, 
Kaiso no Ryojun, Dairen (Recollections of Ryojun and Dairen) (Nagoya: Dairen shishi kankokai, 1974); 
and Kaminaga Fumio's travel guide, Dairen, 1987 (Tokyo: PHP kenkytijo, 1987). 



rebuilding of the harbour's facilities and rail l i n e ~ . ~ '  Like those of rnany of the SMR's senior 

managers and key technical staff, Yamazaki's farnily lived in the city's northern quarter just 

behind the main railway station. This neighbourhood was called 'Russian Town' or  Rokoku 

machi, as it was here that the original tenants had set up shop in the late 1890s." 

Yarnazaki Mitsuo was boni on 4 December 19 1 I .  in the old Mantetsu hospital near the 

harbour. He remembers his childhood fondly, especially swimrning amongst the Chinese junks 

moored in the harbour's west end, and throwing rocks with his allies-the Chinese children in 

his neighbourhood-at Russian youths whose parents had fled to Dalian afier the 19 17 

Revolution. Yarnazaki attended Nihon Bashi (Japanese Bridge) Primary School between 19 16 

and 1922.j3 His most mernorable experience of these early schooi years was playing in the final 

came of the 1922 city-wide yakyu ('baseball') tournament. He was his team's captain, catcher 
C 

and clean-up hitter. and although his school lost in extra innings, he was proud of the fact that his 

picture appeared in the local Japanese language newspaper. the Manshü nichinichi shinbun. In 

the summer of 1922, Yarnazaki and his family iefi Dalian when his father was transferred to the 

3 1 Yamazaki Mitsuo. Interview with author. August 1993. 

3 2 Henry Kinney, Modern Manchwiu (Dairen: n-p., 1929), 43; and houe Kenzaburo ed-, Dairen- 
shi shi (The History of the City of Dairen) (hereafier cited as DSS) (Dairen: Dairen-shi shi yakusho, 1936). 
123-8. 

33 Yamazakils pnrnary ochool was established in 1906 by the new Guandong administration and 
exclusively educated the neighbourhood's Japanese children. By the Iate 19 10s Dalian had several 
fapanese primary schools, two middle schools, a girls' high school. a commercial school and three 
technical colleges. The city's Chinese population also had several primary schools, operated jointIy by the 
SMR and Guandong government where basic language (Japanese and Chinese) and mathematic skills were 
taught. (See ROP (1929 ed.), 155-60; Educarianal Activities of the Soulh Manchuria Railway Compmy 
(Dairen: Manchuria Daily News, 1937); and Dairen kannai gakuji y*an (An  Outline of Educational 
Affain within the Jurisdiction of Dairen) (Dairen: n-p.. 1933).) 



SMR's massive iron and steel works in Anshan? 

In 193 1 Yamazaki Mitsuo returned to Dalian after having attended Meiji University 

(Meiji Daigaku) in Tokyo where he had studied business and economics. Back in Dahan he 

joined thousands of  other Japanese merchants in the impon and export business. ïhroughour the 

1930s and 1 940s Yarnazaki traded 'white goods' like flour, rice, salt and sugar out of his smail 

shop on Yamagata dori, a couple of blocks east of  the 'Great Plan, '  while arranging the shipping 

of Manchurian soya beans and oils to Japan and E ~ r o p e . ~ '  Despite the growing milita. presence 

in the city during these years, Yarnazaki Mitsuo remembers life in Dalian being more 

cosmopolitan and less restricted than in the other cities o f  Manchuria, or even those parts of 

Japan that he visited. Only afier 194 1, and America's entry into the Pacific conflict, did life in 

the port become more austere, as rationing and forced labour were introduced along with strict 

censorship of  the local media.j6 

Afier the end of  the war Yamazaki Mitsuo lefi Dalian during the first phase of the 

repatriation of the city's Japanese popuIation in the winter of 1945-6. He returned four decades 

later in 1987 as part of  a personal spiritual journey afier his wife's death. DaIian was the city o f  

;J After the management of the harbour of Dalian and the region's railway, the SMR's nvo iargest 
commercial activities were the coal mines at Fushun and the Anshan iron works. The iron works where 
Yamazaki's father worked had been established in 19 16 during the First World War and contained two 
blast furnaces, four coke ovens, a gas works and an electrical plant. Throughout the 1920s the ion  works 
grew from a yearly production of 3 1,620 tonnes in 19 19 to over 200,000 tonnes in 1 927. (See: ROP ( 1929 
ed.), 88-90; Kinney, Manchuria Today, 80- 1; and Konishio, Port of Dairen, 3 1 .) 

35 Yamagata dœi was named after Yamagata Antomo who was one of Meiji Japan's genre ('elder 
statesman') and, more significantly for the Manchurian context, the Commander of the Firît A m y  and 
Minister of War during the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-5. 

'6 This point was echoed in another interview with Sister Masuo Etsuko who grew up in Dalian 
during the war years. She remembers having to rnake bandages and sweaters for the Japanese army in the 
1940s and towards the end of the war being conscripted to help build z new reservoir in the hills south of 
the city. (Masuo Etsuko. Interview with author, August 1993 .) 



Yamazaki's birth and youth. and as such played an important part in the creation of his identity 

Although he is Japanese, Yamazaki Mitsuo, like tens of thousands of others, is also a child of 

Manchuria.;' Although not al1 Japanese residenü of Dalian lived Yamazaki's privileged life of a 

'Company brat,' the city was geared to their existence. With iü Shint6 shrines. community 

sports, cultural events and educational facilities, Dalian offered al1 of the amenities of the home 

islands along with the prospects of greater economic opportunities." For thousands of Japanese 

the city was the connection to a better life in the new fiontier of southem Manchuria. 

The Chinese 'Side(s) of the Coin': The Lives of Guo Yongtian and Lu Linxu 

Dalian was also a city of opportunity for some of its Chinese residents. Since the pon 

was the distribution centre for the Manchurian economy, many Chinese merchants were active in 

both comrnodity trading and shipping the region's products south to ports like Tianjin. Qingdao 

and Shanghai.39 In order to encourage trade. the Japanese authorities in the Guandong leasehold 

had worked throughout the 19 i Os and 1920s to provide both stable economic conditions and an 

excellent transportation infrastr~cture.~~ Up until the retum of military rule in the 1930s. business 

" One of the most farnous of the children of Mantelsu is the Japanese historian Et6 Shinkichi who 
was born in Shenyang in 1933 when his father was stationed at the SMR's facilities in cenml Manchuria. 
(Conversation with author, Vancouver, Decernber 1995.) 

38 For an interesting review of life in the Japanese communities in the treaty pons of China Proper 
see Mark R. Peattie, "Japanese Treaty Ports in China. 1895- 1937," in The Japanese Informai Emprre., eds. 
Duus, Myen, and Peattie ( I989), ! 66-209. 

39 Information on some of the most prominent Chinese merchants in Dalian during the 1920s and 
early 1930s can be found in Wu Nanyang's, Dongbei ren wu zhi (Biographies of Important Persons in the 
Northeast) (Dairen: Manshü Hosha, 193 1). 332-4 15. For a brief discussion of the role that Dalian's Chinese 
merchants played in the city's commodities' trade and shipping set RQLSS, 217-24,255-60 and 267-73. 

'O See RQLSS, 237-260; Nakagane Katsuji, "Manchukuo and Economic Developmenq" in The 
Japanese informa1 Empire., eds. Duus, Myen, and Peattie (1989), 133-5, 146-50; Ann Rasmussen Kinney. 
Jupanese Investmenf in Manchurian Manufocturing, Mining, Transportation and Communicarions, 193 1- 
1945 (New York: Garland, 1982); Sun Kung-tu and Ralph Heunemann, The Economic Development of 



was brisk and life generaliy good for Dalian's Chinese rnerchants. Their economic status not 

onIy insured them a place of stature within their own cornrnunities. but also gave them access to 

some of the benefits of Japanese rule.'l Together with the children of local Chinese 

professionals, the sons of Dalian's more prosperous businessmen could, if they passed a rigorous 

entrance exarn, gain admission to the city's Japanese high schools and from there enter the 

workforce as support staff in the colonial administration." 

Although not the son of a merchant, Guo Yongtian was one of the few Chinese educated 
, 

in the local Japanese schoot system. Now the retired Dean of Dalian's Medical College (Dalian 

Yhue-vuan), Guo was bom in the city in December 1923 ." The son of a professor at the SMR's 

rnedical college in Haerbin. Guo Yongtian lived with his mother, sister and brother in a large. 

traditional Chinese-styled home in Jinzhou, thirty kilometres north of Dalian." In 1938, afier 

.Llanchuria in rhe Firsr Hal/of the Twenrierh Cenrury (Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 1969); and 
Chao Kmg, The Economic Developnrenr of.ifanchurra: The Rise of a Fronrrer Econonzj- (Ann Arbor: 
University of Michigan. Center for Chinese Studies. 1982). 

" For a recent study of the leadership of influenria! merchants in both native-place and 
commercial associations in Shanghai during the Republican period see Bryna Goodman. .I'arlr.e Place. 
Ci&, and Nurion. Regionai Nerrvorks and /denr~rres in Shanghai. 1853- 1 93 7 (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1995), 1 19-304. Some of Dalian's most prominent merchants (and their native provinces) 
who were involved in municipal associations during the 1920s were: Ding Biansheng (Fengtian), Yu 
Jingbo (Hebei), Wang Jinglan (Henan). and An Chengsheng (Shandong). (See Wu, Dongbel ren wu zhi, 
332, 336,338 and 351.) 

"' Educational Acriviries oflhe SMR. 2-7: Dairen chauku ko p a n  (An Outline of Dairen's 
Middle Schools) (Dairen: n-p., 1938 and 1939 eds.) [DSTSG M1321P15 and LSDAG 5541; and RQLSS, 
474-90. 

'j Guo Yongtian. Interview with author. July 1993. 

" Guo's farnily belonged to the traditional gentry class in southem Fengtian province, as both his 
grandfather and great-grandfather had passed the provincial Confucian examinations and attained j u  ren 
('recommended man') status. The Guo ancestral home in Jinzhou was constructed in the traditional style 
with its ten rooms arranged around a central courtyard. (Interview with author, July 1993.) 



attending a Chinese primary school in his home town, Guo was admitted, along with nine other 

Chinese students. to Dalian's prestigious Number One Middle School. For t!!e next five years he 

studied languages (fapanese, Chinese and Engiish), mathematics, biology, chemistry. music. 

history. geography, as well as basic militmy skills and physical education under the watchful 

eyes of the school's strict Japanese teachersm4' Guo remembers his studies in Dalian fondly. 

Relations between the school's Japanese and Chinese students were generally friendly as both 

groups worked together to master the demanding curriculum. His happiest mernories of these 
C 

years are the times when he would sneak out of school with some of his Chinese and Japanese 

classrnates to watch movies in the downtown cinemas. 

In 1942 Guo moved to Tokyo to continue his education. After cornpleting nvo qualifiing 

years at a Japanese high school he gained admission to Tokyo University where he studied 

rnedicine. Here Guo Yongtian lived in a dormitory with dozens of other students from 

Manchuria. southeast Asia. Korea and China. With the intensification of the American bombing 

of Tokyo in the sprins of 1945. however. Guo and al1 of the other 'Manchurian' Chinese students 

at his college were evacuated back to the Northeast before their postgraduate schooling was 

c ~ r n p l e t e d . ~ ~  Guo Yongtian's esperience during the period of Japanese rule was not 

representative of that of the rna jo r i~  of Dalian's Chinese population. He belonged to an elite 

stratum of the community as his farnily was not only relatively wealthy, but also because his 

father was one of the top Chinese doctors in the SMR's medical establishment and therefore 

" Dairen Chügaku K6 Ichiimn (Dairen Middle School Number One) (Dairen: n.p.. 19 19) 
[DSTSG P8], 23-5; and Guo Yongtian, interview with author. July 1993. 

' 6  After the war, Guo Yongtian completed his medical training at the Chinese Medical University 
(Zhongguo Yike Daxue) in Shenyang. Afier graduating in the mid-1950s he joined the teaching staff at the 
medical college in Dalian where he remained until his retirement in 1991. 



secureiy piaced within Japan's colonial structure. Cenain privileges (like better education. jobs 

and wages) came with mid and high-ievel collaboration. privileges that most Chinese in DaIian 

were denied. 

For the tens of thousands of Chinese Iabourers in the city's factories and on the 

dockyards, life was hard. Although the wages earned by these workers were comparable to those 

in the treaty ports in the rest of China, they rarely exceeded one Manchurian yuan per week." 

From their meagre pay, Chinese workers at rnost Japanese-owned industries had dormitory fees 

deducted. leaving iittle money to send to their families in the south or with which to buy food, 

clothing. or even the most basic luxuries like the occasional cigarette, pipe of opium or bottle of 

liquor." lapanese companies in the leasehold, however, were always careful not to underpuy 

their Chinese employees. Managers in DaIian kept careful watch on wages in the rest of China 

and maintained that although there was a local disparity between the salaries of their Chinese and 

Japanese employees (the latter were paid on average two to three times that earned by a Chinese 

worker engaged in the same type of work). overall Chinese workers in the Guandong leasehold 

were higlier paid than in any other major treaty p o d 9  

-1 7 Kinney, Manchuria Todq, 54. The acnial wage fluctuated depending on both the year and type 
of work. but generally the range was between 0.6 and 3.0 yuan per week. See Manchuria Year Book 
(hereafier cited as MYB) (Tokyo: Toakeizai chosakyoku, 1933 ed.), 448-5 1 ;  ROP (1 930 ed.), 173-4; 
DGYS, 42-4; Robert S. Suleski, "Regional Development in Manchuria: Immigrant Laborers and Provincial 
Officials in the l92Os," Modern China 4:4 ( 1 W8), 42 1-2; and Lee, Revolutionaty Struggle in Manchuria., 
15-6. 

"' On the Japanese-controlled opium trade during the penod of the Guandong lease see RQLSS, 
5 19-23. 

"9 Manchurio Dailv News: Monrhiy Suppiemenf (hereafier cited as MDNMS). Novernber 1 ,  1924: 
and KGFW ( 1  929 ed.), 64-5 and 80-2. 



Low wages were not the only problems confronting most of Dalian's Chinese 

population. For those living in Company dormitories life was panicularly rough. The barracks 

were over-crowded, poorly lit, inadequately heated and had no ninning water. The many 

amenities that the city had to offer i ts  foreign and wealthier residents were beyond the reach of 

the impoverished workers from Fengtian, Shandong and Hebei. While Yarnazaki Mitsuo and 

Guo Yongtian remember occupied Dalian as a city of lights and harmony, the mernories of 

Chinese labourers like Lü Linxu are less pleasant. 
, 

The son of a munitions factory worker, Lü was bom in Shenyang in November 1927.'O 

He moved to Dalian in 1932 when his faîher obtained a job at the SMR's railway workshop in 

Shahekou. Although he did receive some elernentary education in the local IMonteeu primary 

and rniddle schools. Lü was not fast-tracked for success. Like the rnajority of the city's Chinese 

population. Lü Linxu graduared from his formal schooling after only seven years at which point 

he enrered the workforce. Throughout the war years Lü drified from job to job in the industrial 

west end of the city. These were difficult years for many residents of Dalian. especially after 

1937. Lvhen working conditions in the city worsened as the local economy was geared to 

supplying the Japanese war effon south of the Great Wall." 

As part of the wartime restructuring in October 1938, the Guandong administration 

established a Labour Cornmittee (or Bureau) to control the Ieasehold's population and insure a 

'O Lü Linxu. Interview with author, July 1993. For a brief overview of the munitions industry in 
Manchuria see Shen Zhenrong, "Dongsansheng binggongchang," (Munitions Factories in the 'Three 
Eastern Provinces' [Manchuria]) Liaoning wemhi riliao 8 (June 1984): 47-64. 

" E.B . Schum pter, ed., The lndusrrializuiion ufJapan and Manchukuu. 1930- 1940. Popdation. 
Raw Marerials and indusfry (New York: Macmillan, 1940), 376-87; Kinney, Japanese Imestmenr in 
Manchurian Manufacturing, 13-34; Nakagane, "Manchukuo and Economic Development," 139; and 
RQLSS, 285-8 and 296. 



stable supply of workers." Together with the local police, this bureau oversaw the regiscration of 

al1 workers in the cit)-. When regstering, ai i  Chinese workers were officia& lrsted as foreign 

labourers and had their fmgerprints plrt on file at the central police station in downtown Dalian. 

Lü Linw also remembers the forced labour of the war years when all able-bodied Chinese were 

conscnpted to work in either the city's factories or in the huge public works projects like the 

construction of the new mditary air base West  of the p01-t.'~ While Dalian ma). have been the 

connection to business and educational opportunities for some Chinese. for the majority the cÏty 

provided only the basic requirements for Livelhood-a low-paying job and crowded housmg under 

the oppressive rule of the Japanese leaseholders. 

An O v e ~ e w  of the History of the Dalian and the Guandong Leased Territory 

in many ways Dalian was the proverbial bIind men's elephant. impressions of the c* 

depended not only on an individual's social class and nationaIityl but also on when life in the 

pon rvas expenenced. This study divides Dalian's hston into four distinct penods: the Russian 

genesis of the port in the late nineteenth centur).. the firn decade of Japanese d e  folloumg the 

Russo-Japanese War. the period of rapid economic growth roughly corresponding to the years of 

the First World War, and the decade of the 1920s when Chinese nationalism came into open 

conflict wiih the forces of Japanese colonialism in the ci%. Before analyzing how shifts in Japan's 

colonial policies and the changing nature of the region's economy afFected Dalian, it is necessary to 

provide a basic o v e ~ e w  of the city's past. 

S2 RQLSS. 228-9; Liu Gongcheng. ed.. Dalian gonghui -vaolde: 1923-1990 ( A  Summary of 
Dalian's Trade Unions, 1923 - 1 990) (hereafter cited as D GY) (Shenyang: Liaoning Ligong Dame 
chubanshe, 1 W 2 ) ,  t 5 ; and Ramon H .  Myers, The Japanese Economic Dwelopment ofhfanchuria, 1932 
to 1945 (New York: Garland, l982), 187 and 194-200. 

'' Lü Linuu. Inreniew with author. July 1993. See also RQLSS, 228-32. 



The history of the modern  ci^. of Dalian began in  the lare nineteenth centun when 

tsarist Russia obtained a leasehold in southem Manchuria from the Qing coun. The Pavlo~ .  

Treaty of 27 March 1898. together with the supplernenw treaty of 7 Ma?,, granted Russia not 

only control of Port Arthur (Lüshun) and Dalny (Dalian). but also a thirty-six year lease of the 

southern half of the Liaodong peninsula, thereafter referred to as the Guandong Leased 

Territory-an area of approximately 5.800 square kilometres (Map 2)." Before the arrivai of the 

Russians, Dalny (which roughly translates as "far away," in reference to its dismce from St. 

Petersburg) had been known as Dalianwan-a rninor fishing viliage with a population of a few 

thousand.'' Over the course of the nest six years, the Russian govemmenr. and specifically the 

management of the Chinese Eastern Railway. spent more than t h i e .  million rubles developing 

the harbour and building the nucleus of the modem city? 

54 Shn E qinzhan Lùdo qrnron (Tsarist Russia's Seven Year Occuparion of Lüshun and Dalian) 
(Beijing: Zhonghua Shuju, 1978). 8- 10; and John Van Anhverp MacMurray, Treaties and Agreements with 
and Concerning China. 1894- 19 19. Vol. 1 .  (London: Oxford University Press, 192 1 ), 1 19-22 and 127-8. 

'' DSS? 28-9. Konishio, in his history of Dalian, notes that Dalianwan was in fact an 
amalgamation of three small villages: East and West Qingniwa and Heimizi. The site where the city of . 

Dalny was constructed, however, was in the more sheltered, eastem end of the bay, southeast of the 
villages of Dalianwan. (The Port ofDaÏren. 2 . )  

s6 Adachi, Manchurio: A Survq*. 72: ROP ( 1  929 ed.). 82; and R.K.I. Quested. Matey Imperiolist? 
The Tsaris~ Russians in Manchuria, 1895-1917 (Hong Kong: University of Hong Kong, I982), 38-9. 



Map 2: The Cuandong (Kwantung) Leased Territories 



Despite the massive Russian investment. however. by 1904 it was clear that Dainy had 

not become the great commercial port that its principal booster, the Russian Minister of Finance, 

Sergei Witte. had anticipated since commerciai shippers continued to prefer docking in Port 

~rthur.' ' Dalny was an expensive failure, and when the war with Japan broke out, the Russian 

milita- command in the leasehold decided that the city was not worth saving and instead 

concentrated its forces in the defense of the naval base at Port Arthur. The Russian garrison in 

Dalny. after attempting to destroy the piers and mining the harbour. abandoned the port in late 

May along with most of the town's civilian p o p u l a t i ~ n . ~ ~  Dalny feil on 30 May 1904 when the 

Third Division of the Japanese Second Amy,  under the command of Lieutenant General 

Nakamura. entered the city without firing a ~ h o t . ' ~  

Throughout the remaining months of the war. Dalny played crucial ro1es in the Japanese 

milita- strateg).. first as a staging area for the assault on the heavily fortified Port Arthur. and 

tlien as the headquarters for the Second Amy's nonhern campaien to LiaoyangU Between May 

1904 and June 1905 the Japanese a-. not on/>. repaired rnuch of the damage that the retreating 

Russians had infiicted on Dalny's wharves and ivarehouses. but also expanded the harbour's 

facilities to such an estent that it rivalled Pon Arthur as the largest port in southern Manchuria."' 

5 7 John A. White. The D~plornacy of the Runo-Japonest. War (Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, I964), 22. 

The Japan Times, 17 May. 1904: and Che100 DaiOp News. 20 and 15 May. 1905. 

59 North China Herald and Suprerne Courr and Consuiar Ge-erre. 10 June, 1904; R.M. 
Connaughton, The War of ihe Ris ing Sun and Tumbling Bear. A Mdiraty Hisron, of rhe Russo-Japanese 
War 1904-5 (New York: Routledge. 1988). 77-8; and H.W. Wilson, Japan '.Y Fighr For Freedom: The Srory 
ofthe War Berween Russia and Japan Vol.  1 (London: The Amalgarnated Press. l9O5), 598-602. 

60 Connaughton. The Wur ojrhe Riring Sun and Tumbling Beor.. 7 8 .  

'' The South Manchurio Rail- 2 1 -3.  



M'ith the signing of the Treaty of Portsmouth on 5 September 1905 and the Sino- 

Japanese Treaty of Peking [Beijing] on 22 December, Russia's rights on the Liaodong peninsula 

were formally transferred to .lapam6' Over the next four decades Dalian and the Guandong 

leasehold experienced tremendous demographic growth as tens of thousands of immigrants fiorn 

the Japanese home islands flocked to the new colony along with even larger numbers of Chinese 

from the neiçhbouring provinces of Shandong and Hebei. (See figures 5 and 6 . )  The leasehold's 

population increased from just under 400,000 in 1906 to over 1 2 million by the 1 940s. Dalian's 

growth was even more spectacular, as the city's population exploded from approximately 40,000 

persons to over half a million in the same period. (See Table 3 .) 

6' MacMurray, Treaties und Agreements., 522-8 and 549-55. 
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Table 3: The Populations of the Guandong Leasehold and the City of Dalian, 1906-194s 

1940 1,273,526' 627,40 1 39 -3 

Sources: ' Population figures for the GLT, 1906-1 930, compiled from Kantocho [&el :&an 

( Year 1 The Guandong Leased 
Territories (GLT) 

(Statistical Sumrnary of the Guandong Territory) (hereafier cited as KCTY) (Dairen: Kanto-cho, 
1935 ed.) [LSDAG 5921, 16-7. 

Population figures for the ci- of Dalian. 1 906- 1925, compiied from Kanr&ch&an kamba 
bztnshoka (Archives Depanment of the Secretariat of the Guandong Govemor), kimio.ch6rakei 
ni jarn shi (Twenty Years of StatisticaI Records of the Guandong Administration) (hereafier cited 
as KCTNS) (Dairen: Manshü nichinichi shinbun, 1927). 8. 
' Dalian's population for 1930 was found in KCTY (1930 ed.) [LSDAG 545j. 22-3. 
' Figures for the year 1935 found in KWT (1936 ed.) [LSDAG i5901. 2-7 and 16-9. 

Figures for the year 1940 found in KKJT (1940 ed.) [LSDAG 15971, 6-1 1 .  

Nut only did the population of the region grow during the four decades of Japanese rule. but it 

City of 
Dalian 

also became increasingly urbanized as dernonstrated by the increase of Dalian's population as a 

Dalian as % 
of Total 

petcentage of the leasehold's total. 

Dalian's physical growth during the first half of the twentieth cen tun  was phen~rnenal.~'  

Despite their great plans for the city, the Russians had only just begun to construct a town of any 

substantive size before their hasty departure. The SMR staff-writer Henry Kinney described the 

state o f  Dalian's development on the eve of the Japanese occupation: 

6' See Koshizawa Akira. Shokumin chi Mamhüno roshi keikoku (Urban Devclopment in Colonial 
Manchuria) (Tokyo: Ajia keizai kenkyüjo, 1978), 49-62. 



The lapanese inherited a mere nucleus of the present CIQ.  namely. the section nonh of 
the railway track. now known as 'Russia-machi,' which today forms but a small corner 
of the ciry. South of the tracks. where the main part of present-day Dairen stands. were 
onIy a few buildings rnost of them occupied by Chinese. and one Street. that running 
aIong West Park, had actually been laid out. The ground between the railway and the 
great centra1 circle had been levelled, and that between the great circle and what is 
today the main wharf was then but an area of rough ground, with hills and ponds 

Much of the modem construction of  Dalian was completed during the first two decades of 

Japanese rule. Dozens of Japanese textile and chernical factories were built in the city's west end 

along with the SMR's famous Shahekou railway yard. In the eastern districts. soya bean 

processing plantç and cernent works were established: and between the hvo industrial suburbs. 

residential quarters rose to house the city's growing population. 

Although the agricultural sector of the leasehold grew during the period of Japanese 

mleb5. the greatest economic growth occurred in the transponation and industrial sectors-areas 

of the economy that were centred in Dalian? By the early 1930s the harbour handled more than 

sevenry percent of al1 Manchurian shipping, becoming the second largest port in China afier 

Shar~ghai.~' Dalian's success ivas anributable to both its status as the best ice-free harbour on the 

northem shores of the YeIlow Seri and its strategic location at the southern terminus of the 

region's railway system. Manchuria's resources were sent south to Dalian for shipment abroad as 

manufactured goods arrived to be sent north. The city was no longer an isolated harbour. but 

rather one of the Iargest pons in ail of East Asia (Map 3). 

65 See Ramon H. Myen and Thomas Ulie. "Foreign Influence and AgriculniraI Developrnent in 
Nonheast China: A Case Study of the Liaodong Peninsula, 1906- 1942," Journal offfsian Stirdies 3 1 :2 
(1 972): 329-50. 

Sun and Heunernann. The Econornic Developrnenr ofManchuria., 64-75, 94 and 96. 

67 ROP (1936 ed.), 1 17; and Kinney. Manchuria Todw, 59. 



Figure 5: Japanese Disernbarking on Dalian's Wharvcs (Dairen chihjannai (Guide to 
the Dairen Area). Dairen: Mantetsu. n.d. DSTSG P4) 

Figure 6: Chinese Migrants from Shandong Enroutc to Dalian (Rrporr on Progrc-ss rtr 
Manchuria. Dairen: S M R ,  1929 ed.) 





To govem its growing colony in southem Manchuria. Japan installed a series of resional 

governments and subordinate local agencies. In October 1905 the position of the Guandong 

Milita- Viceroy (KantoSdoku-fil) was established to supervise the defense of both the neu 

territories on the Liaodong peninsula and the railway line benveen the strategically important 

cities of Changchun and Lüshun. Afier the withdrawal of most of Japan's military personnel. this 

office was moved fiom Liaoyang to Lüshun in September 1906 and renamed the Guandong 

Government-General (Kant6 Tokoku-fi). Matters pertaining to the defense of the territory and its 

railway were now placed under the control of the newIy-created Guandong [Kwantung] A m y  

( K a m e n ) .  while the civilian administration was divided benveen the civiI department of the 

Government-General and the South Manchuria Raiiway Company. Headquartered in Dalian. the 

SMR (figure 7) was responsible for education. health, public works and general construction 

projecrs in the new colony. The administration of the port and town of Dalian was divided 

between the SMR and a weak city govemment. Established in 19 15. the Municipal Governmenr 

(Dairen Minsei-sho) gradually assumed some of the responsibilities (mainly those relating to 

local sanitation and education) that had previousl> been manaeed by M a n r e r ~ u . ~ ~  The city 

government (figure 8) was made up of locally-elected Japanese aldermen and a mayor. together 

with several appointed members from both the Japanese and Chinese communities. 

68 Dmren mimei-sho (Office of the Dairen Civil Administration). comp.. Dairen rninsei 
sanjüichinen kinen shi (Cornmemorating Thirty-one Years of Dalian's Civit Govemment) (hereafter cited 
as DMSKS) (Dairen: Toppan insatsu kabushiki kaisha. 1938) [DSTSG M4 1 1/18], 8-1 0; and KGFW (1934 
ed.), 34-5. 



Figure 7: The Headquarters of the South Manchuria Railway Company (Manfefsu), 
Dalian (Report on Progress rn Manchuria. Dairen: SMR, 1936 ed.) 

Figure 8: The Staff of the Dalian Municipal Government, 1938 (Dairen minsel 
smjüichinen kinen shi (Cornmemorating Thirty-one Years of Dairen's Civil Government). Dairen: 
Toppan insâtsu kabushiki kaisha, 1938. DSTSG M4 1 111 8) 



In April o f  19 19, in an attempt to resolve bureaucratie rivalries between the civilian and 

military agencies in the leasehold. the Guandong Government-General was abolished and 

replaced by the  civilian-dominated Guandong Govemment (Kanf&hcj). Afier the Manchurian 

Incident in September 193 1, the Guandong Army moved to reestablish control over the leasehold 

and its commander becarne the director of the Guandong Goveniment, whiIe concurrently 

serving as arnbassador to the new nation of  Manzhouguo. in October 1934 the Guandong 

Govemment was finally dissolved and replaced by a two-tiered structure: 1 )  the Guandong 

Bureau (Kanf&@oku) in Xinjing, headed by the commander of the Guandong Amy: and 

undemeath this body, 2) the Guandong District Government (Kanfüsh~chcj), located in Lüshun. 

and afier 1937 in Dalian." (See Appendix III: Japanese Govemors of the Guandong Leasehold) 

The Issues in Manchuria and the City of Dalian 

Conditions in Dalian varied greatly during Japan's forty-year occupation of the ci- due. 

in part. to the changing nature of  Japanese political and economic rule in the leasehold. While 

this study argues thatformal Japanese imperialism began in Northeast China with the granting of 

the Guandong lease in 1905, and not. as some historians have argued. in 193 1-2 with the 

Manchurian Incident and creation of the Puppet state of Manzhouguo. it is important to note that 

the form o f  colonial rule even in the leased territory was not f i ~ e d . ~ '  The early 1930s and the 

69 KGFW (1934 ed.), 18; and RQLSS, 69-76. 

'O On the issue of the years 193 1-2 marking a boundary benveen periods of in/ormal andformal 
Japanese rule in northeast China see Peter Duus, "The Japanese Informal Empire in China, 1895- 1937," in 
The Japanese Infirmai Empire in China., eds. Duus, Myen and Peattie (1 989), xi-xxviii. Duus' essay is 
part of a larger effort by historians studying Japan's colonial empire to integrate the Ianguage and 
rnethodologies of their colleagues exarnining the European empires of the late nineteenth century. ï h e  
concepts offormai and informai imperialism are taken fiom the seminal study of nineteenth-century Bntish 
imperiatism by Ronald Robinson and John Gatlagher, "The Imperialism of Free Trade," Economic Hisrory 
Revxew 6 ( 1953): 1 - 15. Other Asian historians who are now using comparative Western models include 
W.G. Beasley in Japanese Imperialtsm, 1894-1945 (Oxford: CIarendon Press, 198'7), and Mark R. Peattie. 



heightened military nature of the Guandong regime did mark an important break in the pattern of 

Japanese imperialism in Manchuria. but other. more subtle, shifts had occuned earlier. The 

creation of the Guandong Governrnent in 19 19, for example, stands out as another important 

point of division. as it marked the subordination of the region's miiitary to civilian rule. During 

the decade that followed. the new governrnent attempted to walk a tightrope between 

maintaining civilian power and insuring economic and strâtegic secunty in southern Manchuria. 

This experiment failed. however. because of the growth of Chinese nationalism and labour unrest 

in the leasehold, and external econornic and political factors that were shaping the evolution of 

Japan's greater empire and imperialist desires." This study uses Dalian as a case study of 

Japanese imperialism in Manchuria to demonstrate how both local and external factors shaped 

the colonial period in the Guandong leasehold." 

"tnrroduction: The Japanese Colonial Empire. 1895- 1945." in The Japanese Colonial Empire.. eds. Myers 
and Peattie ( 1 984), 3-26. 

" There exisü an enornious volume of second- literanire in English. Japanese and Chinese on 
the evolution of Japanese irnperialism and colonialism in the early twentieth century. For an introduction to 
the English language scholarship on this cornpies issue see Beasley, Japanese imperialisrn (1987); Herbert 
P. Bis. "Imagistic Historiography and the Reinterpretation of Japanese Irnperialism," Bulletin of Concerned 
Asian Scholars 7:3  (1975): 53-68: H p a n  Kublin. "The Evolution of Japanese Colonialism," Comparative 
Studies in Socierr, and Histoty 2 :  1 ( 1959): 67-83; Mark R. Peattie, ''The Japanese Colonial Empire, 18%- 
1935," in The Cambridge History ofJapan. Folurne 6. The Twentieth Cenrury, ed. Peter Duus (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1988). 2 t 7-70; lames B. Crowley, "From CIosed Door to Empire: The 
Foundation of the Meiji Militap Establishment," in Modern Japanese Leadership. Tramirion andchange, 
eds. Bernard S .  Silberman and H.D. Haroorunian (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1966), 26 1-85; 
Iriye Akira, After imperialism: The Search for a New Order in the Far East. 192 1- / 93 1 (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1965); and Ian Nish, Japanese Foreign Policy, 1869-1 942: Kasurnigareki to 
Mlvakezaka (New York: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1976). 

The need for analysis that considers both extemal and local factors within specific case studies 
of imperialism in China has recently been argued by Jürgen Osterhammel in his theoretical essay, "Semi- 
Colonialism and Informa1 Empire in Twentieth-Century China: Towards a Frarnework of Analysis," in 
Imperialism and After: Continuities and Disconrinuities, eds. Wolfgang I. Mommsen and Jürgen 
Osterhamrnel (London: Allen and Unwin, 1986), 290-3 14. 



The history of Dalian aIso provides insight into the economic aspects of Japanese 

coloniaIism in China's northeastem frontier. In his review of Japanese irnperialism in the region. 

Herbert Bix notes that, "[i]mportant as industry, commerce and finance were for the modem 

Japanese-controlled economy of south Manchuria, they were not the major areas of Japanese 

investments. These iay rather in railway and harbour improvement, mining, forestry and 

agriculture-areas where Manfefsu and its subsidiary companies predominated."" In Dalian the 

South Manchuria Railway Company was King. The SMR administered not only the harbour and 

railway. but was also responsible for rnuch of the construction and planning of the city proper. 

and its officiais had a great influence on the day-to-day administration and governing of the 

ciry." While this study supports Bix's contention that the transportation and resource sectors of 

the economy were crucial areas of Japanese concern in Manchuria, within the Guandong 

leasehold. and specifically in the city of Dalian. it must remembered that commerce and indusrry 

were equally important. By the 1920s Dalian was not only the funnel for the shipment of the 

region's agricultural and mineral products to industries in Japan, but also a major industrial and 

-- 
" Herben P. Bis. "Japanese lmperialism and the Manchurian Economy, 1900- 193 1 ." Chinu 

Quarteriy 5 1 (July/September 1 9 E ) ,  440. For the schoiar interested in Japan's role in the economic 
development of Manchuria see Kinney, Japanese Invesrment in Manchuria Manufacturing (1 982); Sun and 
Heunemann, The Economic Development of Manchuria ( 1969); Chao, The Econornic Dwelopment of 
Manchuria: The Rise c fa  Frontier Economy ( 1982); and Myers, The Japanese Economic Developmeni of 
Manchuria (1982). Two of the most cornprehensive Chinese and Japanese snidies on the topic are Wang 
Mingzhe et al., Dongbei jingli Iüeduo. Riben diguozhuyi gin Hua dang 'an ziliao xuan bian (The 
Plundering of Northeast China's Economy. Selected Volumes of Archival Material on Japan's imperialist 
Invasion of China) (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju chuban, 199 1); aid Mamhù kenbWrCai (The Research Society 
for Manchurian History), ed., Nihon teikokurhugi ka no Manshû: Manshükoku seiritsu rengo no keizai 
ken& (Manchuria under Japanese Irnperialism: Research on the Economy Before and After the 
Estab lishrnent of Manzhouguo) (Tokyo: Ochanom izu shob6, 1 972). 

74 RQLSS, 125-7: Peanie, "The Japanese Colonial Empire." 23 1 : and Myen. "Japanese 
lmperialism in Manchuria," 1 16-8. 



financial centre in its own right." 

The history of Dalian demonstrates buth the diversification of the Japanese economic 

presence in Manchuria during the first half of the twentieth centus, and the larger importance of 

social, political and economic developrnents in China's urban sphere during the Repubtican era. 

This study places the history of southem Manchuria's principal city within the growing field of 

Chinese urban history, and specificaIIy the literature pertaining to treaty ports and the 

modemixtion of urban environments in the early twentieth ~enhiry.'~ While the question of 

ciefiiiing "modem" is fraught with intellectual pitfalls and. even when limited to specific criteria. 

often open to violent attack, any study of the emergence of modem China is useless unless some 

attempt is made to define the investigator's criteria of what constitutes the --modernv elements in 

their study. I n  this investigation "modern" is defined as: the commercializarion and 

industrialization of Dalian's economy"; the development of Western-inspired transportation. 

sanitation and political infrastructures: and the emergence of nationalist and class sentiments 

amongst the city's Chinese population that transcended traditional and more local identities. 

72 See Ni yen. The Japanese Econom ic Development of Manch uria. 1 76- 7 : Chao. The Economic 
Developrnent of Manchuria: The Rise of a Frontier Economy. 7 1-84; and Sun and Heunemann. The 
Econornic Developmenr of Manchuria.. 64-75. 

TWO of the best studies that examine the emergence of modem Chinese cities are: David Buck's 
c lass ic stud y, Urban Change in China. Politrcs and Developmenr in Tsinan. Shanrtcng. 1890- 1 949 
(Madison: University of Washington Press, 1978); and David Strand, Rickrhmv Beijing. Ciry People and 
Politics in the 1920s (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989). 

It must be emphasized that the development of this modem economy in southem Manchuria 
was srnictured for the benefit of the region's colonial masters. The question of whether or not such an 
exploitative econorny is modem. at l e m  in t ems  of the developrnent of China's economy, has been hotiy 
debated by Ramon Myers and Philip Huang for over a decade. See Myers. The Japanese Economic 
Development of Manchuria (1982), and "How did the Modem Chinese Economy Deveiop? A Review 
Article," Journal of Asian Sfudies 50:; ( 1 99 1 ): 604-28; and Huang, The Peasant Economy and Social 
Change in North China (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1 985). 



loyalties and networks.'This is not to say that traditional Chinese elernents did not adapt and 

continue to play important roles within Dalian's social and economic environments, but rather 

that nekv. more "modem." factors were also at ~ . o r k  during the first few decades of  the twentieth 

century. A final caveat that needs to be emphasized is that the aim of this study is not to revive 

either the "rnodemization" or "impact-response" paradigms that were so influential in th*: field 

of Chinese studies in the 1950s through to the late 1970s." Instead, this history of  Dalian hopes 

to demonstrate that even in the Guandong leasehold. where the foreign impact on China was 

unparalleled. the Chinese factor cannot be dismissed. 

Although not technically a treaty port like its cousins to the south. Daiian was an 

international harbour in China controlled by a foreign powePO and. like Shanghai. an important 

point of contact between China and the outside worid. serving as "the birth place of many new 

transitional forms [of economic. social and cultural institutions] born of the fusion of Western 

and traditional elements."8' In  his 1953 study of China's greatest treaty pon. Rhoads Murphey 

On the issue of .-modern" elernents in Republican cities see Buck. Urban Change in Chino.. 3-  
10; and Goodman. A'arive Place. Cio.. and :l'urmn.. 209- 12. 

'' See Paul A. Cohen. Discoverrng Htsron. l n  Chiua. .dmertcan Hisroricol W'rtring on the Recenr 
Chrnese Pur (New York: Columbia University Press. 1983). 1 -  16 and 57-96. 

*O The Japanese Guandong and iIimonrersu offices were not the only foreign administrative 
structures operating in Dalian during the early twentieth century. In fact, between Juiy 1907 and July 1932 
the port's seaborne trade was supervised by the local office of the Chinese Maritime Customs' (CMC) 
authority-the same agency that controlled maritime trade and revenue in al1 of China's major treaty ports. 
(See Robert Hart, Letter of 15 December. 1906 (Z) 1 106). in John King Fairbank, et al. eds, The I.G. in 
Peking. Leuers ofRobert Hart Chinese Maririme Cusronis. 1868-1 907. Vol. 2. (Cam bridge: Harvard 
University Press, 1975). Document no. 1425; and Telegram from Sir F. Lindley, Tokyo. 15 July, 1932. FO 
371/16218.) it must be noted, however. that the colonial powers in southern Manchria insistcd throiighout 
this twenty-five year period that the local head of the CMC was always a fapanese national who maintained 
close relations with the harbour department of the SMR. 

8 1 Zhang Limin. "Chinese Research on Urban History," Republican China 20: 1 (1994), 47. 



wrote: 

This is a smdy of an anomaly .... The city of Shanghai. born ou t  of Western commercial enterprise 
and organized in its economic life Iargely along Western lines, was in effect superimposed on a 
peasant civilization. On this aprarian base, it erected f Ï n t  a [rade which reached to al1 pans of the 
globe, and subsequently a rnanufacturing complex which put it among the leading urban industrial 
centers of the ~ o r f d . ~ ~  

WhiIe recent scholarship has successfully challenged many of Murphey's claims regarding the 

extent of the foreign dominance of culture in Shanghai, the origins of modem China and the 

perceived dichotomy between tradition and m o d e r n i v ,  the i m p o m c e  of treaty ports in 

China's recent history (at least that of its Coast regions and hinterlands) c a n o t  be denied.'' 

China's treaty ports were anomalies that were neither completely Chinese nor Western in nature. 

They were connective nodes, where native and foreign cultures interacted and in the process 

created something new. Dalian was one of these creations-a hybrid city that was planned and 

administered largely by foreigners (first the Russians and larer the Japanese), and by the earl! 

1930s inhabited by hundreds of thousands of Chinese who brought their own customs, persona1 

and cornrnunity networks, and sense of identity to the city's complex social milieu. 

'' Rhoads Murphey, Shanghai: Key ro Modern China (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
1953). 1. 

Regarding the non-Western and non-Shanghainese origins of modem commerce and banking Ui 
China the reader is referred to William Rowe's studies of Hankou [Hankow): Commerce a n d S o c i e ~  in a 
Chinese Ci@, 1/96-1889 (Stanford: Stanford Univenin. Press, 1984), and Conjlicr and Conrinuiry in a 
Chinese City, 1 796-1895 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1989). For a discussion of the evolution and 
resilience of traditional social structures in Shanghai during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries see 
Bryna Goodman's, Afative Place, City, ond Nation. Reg~onal Neni.orks and Idenrilies in Shanghai, 1853- 
1937 (1995). The best review of the inherent biases and weaknesses in the traditional-modem paradigrn in 
C hinese studies remains, Paul Cohen's study, Discovering Histon- in China ( 1984). 

See Louis T. Sigel, "Urbanization. Modemization, and ldentity in Asia. A Historical 
Perspective," hfudern China 1:4 (1978): 46 1-90; Susan Mann, "L'rbanization and Historical Change in 
China." Modern China 10: 1 ( 1  984)' 85-6; and Zhang. "Chinese Rejearch on Urban History," 52-63. 



While a number of excellent studies of Shanghai exist". China's other treaîy ports have 

received far less attention by Western ~ c h o l a r s . ~ ~  This study offers the histop of Dalian as a 

potential comparison to the port cities south of the Great Wall. While there were many 

similarities between the situation in Dalian and cities like Shanghai, Qingdao and Guangzhou. 

there were also important differences that must be borne in mind. First, as part of the Guandong 

leasehold, Dalian's political situation was such that "Chinese sovereignty was explicitly 

extinguished"" within its boundaries. which made the goveming of the city distinct from that in 
. 

the other coastal concessions where the foreign Powers had to work alongside native 

administrative structures. Second, un 1 ike the situation in other treaty ports, where Japan 

competed with Britain and the other W'estem nations for dominance. in Dalian lapan's position 

was unchallenged. This meant that the port's Japanese planners and governors did not have to 

face the problems inherent with mised courts and municipal councils, and instead could largely 

dictate their vision of the city's future. Third, Dalian's demographics were unique. as the foreign 

(here Japanese) population was proportionately rnuch larger than elsewhere in China and 

therefore created an urban environment that was more alien in nature than was possible in any of 

Some of the more recent English-language studies of Shanghai include: Mark Elvin, "The 
Administration of Shanghai, 1905- 1914." in The Chrnese C i y  Berween Tw70 Worlds, eds. Mark Eivin and 
G. William Skinner (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1974). 239-62; Nicholas R. Clifford, Shanghai. 
1925: Urban Narionalism and fhe Deferne ofForeign Privilege (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan, 
Center for C hinese Studies, 1 979); Harriet Sergeant. Shanghai: Collision Poini of Culiures. 1918-1 939 
(New York: Crown Publishers, 1990); Frederic Wakeman and Yeh Wen-hsin, eds., Shanghai Sojourners 
(Berkeley: University of Califomia Press. 1992); Christian Henriot, Shanghai, 1927-1937. Municipal 
Powver, Localiy, and Modernization (Berkeley: University of Califomia Press, 1993); and Bryna 
Goodman, Narive Place. City, and Nation ( 1 995). 

For a list of recent Chinese studies on the histories of China's neaty pom see Zhang, "Chinese 
Research on Urban History," 65-82. 

" Albert Feuenverker, "The Foreign Presence in China." in The Cambridge History ofChina- 
Colume I?., ed. John K. Fairbank (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1983), 142. 



the treaty ports to the s o ~ t h . ~ ~  This is not to  say that Dalian did not have a s i p i f k a n t  Chinese 

element, but rather that the foreign influence \vas greater than it would have been if the  ci^ had 

had only a smaH foreign c o r n r n ~ n i t y . ~ ~  In the end. this study contends that Dalian's history can 

be best understood by comparing it to  that o f  the treaty ports of China Praper and the other 

colonial creations in Manchuria Iike Haerbin? 

Sources and Methodology 

During the forty-year occupation o f  the Guandong Ieasehold the Japanese colonial 

authorities published huge numbers of statistical reports, research surveys and yearbooks." 

Many of these materials are available in the Liaoning provincial archives (Liuorrtng rheng 

dang 'anguan) and the Dalian municipal library (Dalian rush~rguan).~' While these documents 

The Japanese populations in some of China's major neary ports in 1935 were: Tianjin 16.607). 
Qingdao (14.536). Shanghai (26,460), Hankou (1.870). Hangzhou (29), and Chongqing (42). (See Peattie. 
"Japanese Treaty Ports in China." 170.) In cornparison. the Japanese population in Daf ian in 1935 was 
13 1.223 and the total population of other foreign nationals was 3.175. The city's total population in 1935 
was 5 14.956. (KKJT ( 1936 ed.) [LSDAG 1590). 1-7.) 

89 Peanie. '*Japanese Treaty Ports in China.'- 186-98 and 203-5 

90 See Saren Clausen and Stig Thopersen's. The .Vaking ofa Chinese Cin: H~smn. and 
Hlsrorrographv in Harbin (Armonk: M . E .  Sharpe. 1995). 

'' While many scholan (including the ones listed below j have some reservarions regardin; the 
Japanese materials-being the products of a foreign occupation4 agree with the general consensus of 
historians like Sun Kungtu. Ramon Myers. Joshua Fogel and Phiiip Huang that these studies and repons 
were overall quite accurate because of the systematic nature of Japanese colonialism, and that with carefil 
analysis they can provide a wealth of information regarding the Manchurian economy and the Iives of the 
inhabitants of northeast China. See Sun and Heunemann, The Economic Development of Manchuria., 88-9; 
Joshua A. Fogel, ed. and trans., Ll/e Along the South Manchuria Raifway: The Mernoirs of I f 6  Takeo 
(Armonk: M.E. Sharpe, 1988), xxv-xxvi; Myers, The Japanese Economic Development ofManchuria, 
309- 1 1 ; and Huang, The Peasanr Economy and Social Change in North China, 39-43. 

9' The Editorial Group for the Joint Catalogue of the Local Records of the Nonheast (Dongbei 
Difong Wen Xian Liunhe Muh Bianji Zu) has recently published a series of guides co these archives. (See 
the reiated entries in the Bibliography.) The Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. also has an extensive 
collection of materials published by both the SMR and the Guandong authorities, the best catalogue of 
w h ich is: Kyi  shokurninchi kankei kikan kankobutsu soipo mokurokir: Mamhükoku. Kantahzr, Minami 



allow the historian to gain a clear picture of Japan's officiai activities in southern 

Manchuria-the structure and functions of the various Guandong administrations and the work 

of the SMR-they reveal linle of the daily [ives of the region's Lpanese and Chinese re~idents.~' 

In order to paint a more cornpiete portrait of the history of Dalian 1 have also utilized a nurnber 

of travel guides, municipal almanacs and newspapen that were published during the period of 

Japanese rule, along with oral histories of former residents of the city. 

Western sources were also consulted in researching this study. Many foreigners travelled 

through Dalian during the 19 10s and 1920s and recorded their observations in magazines and 

books. Official govemrnent documents, particularly the American consular records now held in 

the National Archive in Washington. also provide a wealth of information on trade, municipal 

politics, labour conditions and health in the city. Since Dalian was a crucial part of the strategic 

Guandong leasehold, the city was of interest to many foreign govemments, including Whitehall. 

The British Foreign Office senes 37 1 (China General Correspondence), located in the Public 

Record Office. London. contains several files relating to the Guandong territory and Manchurian 

trade. The city was more than just another of China's many coastat ports as it was the harbour in 

what one author termed Asia's 'cradle of conflict.'" A11 of the Powers involved in China kept a 

close watch on the Northeast. inciuding Dalian. The city's importance extended beyond the 

development of a single pon and into the realm of the international balance of power in the Far 

Manrhü tersud6 kabushiki bisho (Union Catalogue of Publications of the Former Colonial Institutions: 
Manzhouguo, the Guandong Prefecture. and the South Manchuria Railway Company) (Tokyo: Ajia keizai 
kenkyüjo, 198 1). 

93 This point has recently been made by Ronald Suleski in his study, The Modernkation of 
Manchuria, xvi-xvii. 

" Owen Lattimore, Manchuria, Cradfe of Conjlict (New York: MacMillan, 1935). 



East- Although this aspect is not the focus of the present stud!,. no history of Dalian would be 

complete without mentioning the larger context into which the port figured. 

As one of the most important goals of this analysis is to return a Chinese voice to 

Dalian's colonial past. 1 have also made use of scholarship published in the People's Republic 

during the past decade. Chinese historians have recently begun to investigate topics related to the 

daily lives of the city's inhabitants during the Japanese occupation. Issues such as labour 

organizations, cultural associations, education and immigration are examined not only in 

monograph form but also in local historical journals such as Dalian shi =hi torzgxun (The 

Newsletter of Dalian Municipal History), Dalian wenshi ziliao (Dalian Historical Text 

Materials), Dalian wenhua -vishu shiliao (Historical Materials on Culture and Art in Dalian) and 

Dalian rvenyi shiliao (Historical Materials on Literature and Art in Dalian). These recent Chinese 

studies contain information on Dalian's history. as well as providing an insight into the process 

by which history is wrinen in contemporary China. Local Chinese historians are not only 

compiling huge volumes of docurnentary evidence. but also in their analysis are working to 

construct local identities that fit within a national frarne~ork.~'  While the present study is 

essentially a social history of Dalian prior ro the Manchurian Incident of 193 1,  it is imponant to 

note rhat by its very nature the topic-the occupation of a part of China by a foreign nation- has 

political overtones for Chinese ~ c h o l a r s . ~ ~  

9s See Clausen and Thegersen. The Muking ofa Chinese Ciry., xii-xiv and 199-2 17; and Jonathan 
Unger, ed., Using the P m  ru Serve the Presenl: Historiography and Polifics in Contemporas, China 
(Armonk: M.E. Sharpe, 1993). 

96 Clausen and Thegersen. The Making o/o Chinese Ci'. .. 21 5-6. 



Chapter Outiines 

This study is arranged as follows. Chapter 1 examines the history of Dalian prior to the 

period of Japanese rule. The efforts of the Qing dynasty to control and develop its northeastem 

provinces are reviewed aiong with the migration of Chinese into the region during the nineteenth 

century. The first Sino-japanese War (1 894-5) is also addressed, since in many ways this conflict 

marked the beginning of modern Japanese irnperialism in Manchuria. The core of this first 

chapter reviews the history of Dalian and the Guandong leasehold under Russian rule ( 1  898- 

1905), emphasizing the early development of the city and ho~v this legacy laid the foundations on 

which Japan later built. Chapter 2 traces the first decade of Japanese rule in Da1 ian and detaiis 

the rehabilitation of the port and the early g r o ~ ~ h  of the cip's Chinese and Japanese 

comrnunities. As well as presenting an overview of the rebuilding of Dalian. tliis chapter 

examines the legal basis on ~vhich the  ci^ and Guandong leasehold u t r e  governed during the 

Japanese occupation. Chapter 3 analyses the rapid growth 3f Dalian during the years of the First 

b;orld War. With the start of the European conflict. the Aliied Powers required a reliable source 

of rau materials. not the least of which were food stuffs and oils. The soya bean. and more 

importantly its oit. quickty becams ~ ~ i t a l  commodities in Britain. France and Arnerica. and 

Manchurian production of tlicse goods grew to meet the Allies' needs. Dalian. as the only ice- 

free porr in the southem Manchuria. grew to facilitate the processing and shipping of the newly- 

important Iegume and its extracts. This period also saw the restructuring of the Guandong 

administration along more civilian Iines and. as a result. Dalian was transfonned from a port 

town under the control of the local military to a more open. cosmopolitan city. The emergence of 

Chinese nationalism and local labour movernents during the 1920s is addressed in chapter 4. 



In 1923 there was a nationwide movement for the return of the Guandong territories to C h .  This 

movement was one of the most important manifestations of Chmese nationalkm during the 

Republican period and one that is not nidely known about in the West. While Dalian's Japanese 

d e r s  continued to paint a picture of a peacefirl. ordered society-, by the mid 1920s the city's 

Chinese population was dernanding a more equitable share of the v~ealth c o l o d i s m  had generated. 

The conclusion places the pre- 193 1 history of Dalian within the fields of Chinese urban history and 

the study of Japanese impenalism. Central to ths discussion is the issue of Dalian's status as a city 

mithin the Guandong leasehoid and the proposed concept cf 'contractually limited fornial 

imperiaiism. ' 



Chapter One: "Conquerors, Dreamers and Builders: A Review of the Manchu and 
Russian Periods in Dalian's History" 

The modem history of Dalian began in 1898 when tsarist Russia negoriated a nventy-five 

year lease of the southern half of the Liaodong Peninsula frorn the Qing court. The Pavlov. or 

Sino-Russian, Treaty o f  27 March, together with the Supplementary Treaty of 7 May. granted 

Russia a lease of  the strategically important town o f  Lüshun (soon to be renamed Port Arthur) as 

welI as the land on which the commercial port of Dalny would be built. As the Danish historians 

Soren Clausen and Stig Thagersen note in their study of Haerbin, however, Chinese historians . 

ofien go to great lengths to demonstrate the native origins of cities which seem to be obvious 

foreign creations'. Recent Chinese scholanhip on the history of Dalian is no exception. While 

acknowledging the importance of the Russian dewlopment of Dalian in the late 1890s. local 

historians working in the Peoples Republic argue that the city's genesis is to be found in the 

region's more distant past. 

In the 1988 study. Dalian gangkou jirhi (A History of the Port of  Dalian). a group of 

scholars working out o f  the Dalian Maritime Insritute (Dalian Habwn .Yzreyua~i) take this effon 

to uneanh Dalian's Chinese origins to its logical extreme. beginning their account \vith the 

lowering of the world's sea-levels during the last Ice Age. They note that the iowering of the 

waters of the Bohai Straits, between 30.000 and 1 1.000 years ago. allowed a land-bridge to f o m  

between the Liaodong and Shandong peninsulas over which ancient peoples migrated.' The 

earliest archaeological evidence yet discovered of human habitation in the region dates to 4,000 

' Clausen and Thegenen, The Moking ojci Chinese City., 3 4 .  

Liu Lian'gang et al.. Dalian gangkou jishi (A History of the Port of Dalian) (Dalian: Dalian 
Haiyun Xueyuan chubanshe, 1988), 1. 



B.C. and shows similarities to the Longshan culture of Shandong. After uni@ing China in 22 1 

B.C., the Qin (221 to 206 B.C.) established fortyjun (-prefectures') throughout northem China 

one of which was the Liaodong peninsula.' It was during the Western Han dynasty (206 B.C. to 8 

A.D.), however. that local Chinese historians claim the real roots of Dalian were planted. In 

order to strengthen China's northem borders against the barbaric Xiongnu ('Huns'). the fifth Han 

emperor. Wu Di (r. 140-87 B.C.) actively encouraged the settlement of Chinese fiom Hebei and 

Shandong to the Liaodong peninsula. Between 140 and 107 E.C., Wu Di issued more than 

twenty impenal edicts granting free land to those willing to cultivate the region's barren hills.' 

Although it is unclear just how many farrners took up the emperor's invitation, it is indisputable 

that the region was beginning to be settled by Chinese during the middle Han era. 

Despite these early origins, Dalian's pre-Russian past rernains murky. Dunng the Jin 

dynasty of the twelfth and thirteenth century. Dalian. or more accurately the town of Jinzhou 

thirty kilometres to the north, was an administrative and commercial centre of some note in 

southern Manchuria. Recent archaeological excavations have unearthed Stone stelae. coins and 

potteiy shards dating to the Jin period in the hills surrounding Dalian and Jinzhou.' By the Ming 

era ( 1368- 1643) the landscape of the Liaodong peninsula was dotted with dozens of towns and 

villages inhabited by Chinese farmers. fishmen. and merchants who had migrated to the region 

Liu et al., Dalian gangkou jishi, 3: and Sun Yuwei, "Dalian lishi dashi nianbiao (Gudai)" (A 
Chronology of Great Events in Dalian's Histow, Ancient Times: Prehistory to 1840), Dalian wemhizifiuo 
3 (December 1 987). 99. 

4 Liu et al., Dafian gangkou jishi, 3: and Sun, "Dalian lishi dashi nianbiao (Gudai)," 100. The 
earliest written record of DaIian dates to these early Han years. and in officia1 histories and memotanda is 
referred to as the settlement of Sanshan, or 'Three Mountains,' in reference to the hilis that dominate the 
modern city's southem landscape. 

Yuan Baolian. Dalion di fng  shi jianbian (A Concise History of the Dalian Area) (Dalian: 
Dalian Haiyun Xueyuan chubanshe, 199 1 ), 20-3. 



over the previous centuries. Although newer arrivals would have maintained mong economic 

and psychological ties to their ancestral homes in Shandong, Zhili and Hebei, many of the 

region's Chinese could now be calied Liaadangren, 'People of Liaodong.' Of Dalian itself, 

however, there is little to be said until the latter years of the nineteenth centul.  

The Liaodong peninsula was administered by the govemor of Fengtian province (sheng) 

during the Qing period ( 1644- 19 1 1 ). and under him the magistrate in charge of the sub-prefecture 

(ring) of J inzhod The city, or even village, of Dalian, however, ail1 did not exist. Instead. on the 

site where the modem pon city would eventualiy be built aood the three smali fishing villages of 

Dong ('East') and Xi ('West') Heizuizi and Qingniwa-none with a population larger than a 

couple of hundred people.' Why then do local Chinese historians go to such great lengths to 

prove that Dalian had an important pre-Russian past? In their study of Haerbin, Clausen and 

Thagersen argue that Chinese acadernics in the Northeast, particularly those engaged in local or 

regional studies. hope that by demonstrating a pre-nineteenth century p s t  Manchuria and its 

cities will be able to clairn '-equal birth rights ... in the Chinese cultural genesis? In Dalian this 

activity is taken so seriously that instead of attributing the modern name of the city to either the 

late Qing narne for the local bay (Daliaman) or the sinicization of the Russian 'Dalny,? some 

scholars argue that the origin of the city's nomenclature is to be found in the term for the travel 

in 163 1 the Manchu d e r  Abahai created the administrative unit of Shengjing encompassing al1 
of Manchuria. The Liaodong ('East [of the] Liao [River]') peninsula was the southenimost region of this 
temtory and during the eighteenth century gradually came under the control of the Fengiin-Shanhai dao 
('circuit'), more commonly referred to in later periods as Fengtian Prefecture vu), and eventually Fengtian 
Province (sheng). (See Richard Louis Edmonds, Norlhern Frontiers of Qing China and Tokugawa Jupan 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1985). 6 and 1 1 3 4 ;  and Yuan. Dalian dvang shijianbian, 37-8.) 

7 Konishio, Port of Dalian. 2. 

8 Clausen and Thagersen, The Making of a Chinese Ciy., 3. 



bags, or 'passenger pouches' (da lian), carried by the early migrants who amived by boat from 

Shand~ng.~ It is interesting to note how closely recent local histories of Dalian mirror the pattern 

observed by Clausen and Thagersen in Haerbin. The attempt to unearth a pre-Russian history, 

with Iinks to cultural developments south of the Great Wall. rnay be viewed by foreign scholars 

.as the manipulation of evidence to fit a polemic historiographie end, but it does provide an 

insight into the process by which local history is written in contemporary China. 

Local historians in the Northeast are faced with several problems when writing the 

history of their region. First, they feel a need to prove the relevance of their past within the larger 

national context. While schoiars in the great universities and academies of Beijing and Nanjing 

may secretly believe that "the Northeast (Dongbei) generally lacks hi~tory,'"~ or that 

Manchuria's history is only important for the light that it shines on Russian and later Japanese 

imperialism. local historians in cities like Dalian. Changchun. Shenyang and Haerbin are 

working to demonstrate how the history of the Northeast parallels developments in the south. For 

this reason many local histories of places like Dalian and Haerbin begin with accounts of 

neolithic and early Chinese settlernent in the hope of proving that their past is similar to that of 

the 'cradle of Chinese civilization' along the Yellow River. Second. historians in the Northeast 

face an established academic bias against the history of modern Manchuria. One of the iegacies 

of the Japanese occupation has been the labelling of Manchuria's recent p s t  as wei lishi ('false 

9 Gu Mingyi and Zhang Deliang, conversation with author, July 1993. Professors Gu and Zhang 
were the principle hvestigators and chief editors of the largest modem history of Dalian yet published in the 
PRC: Riben qinthan Lada sishinian shi ( A  Forty-Year History of Japan's Occupation of LUshun and 
Dalian) (Shenyang: Liaoning renmin chubanshe, 199 1 ). 

'O Clausen and Thagersen. The Moking of a Chinese Ciry., 10. 



h i s to ry 'Fa  topic not wonh investigating." By placing Manchuria's h i s t o ~  within a larger 

contexf local historians are creating not only a niche for themselves and their work on the 

national stage, but also an exciting new genre o f  scholarship that opens the possibilities for 

comparative studies of the history o f  Japanese and Western irnperialism in different areas of 

China. The 1 s t  obstacle that historians in the Northeast face is the fact that their region's past is 

closely tied to the history of  people who are ethnically distinct from the Hm Chinese majority. 

While Mongols. Manchus and other northern nomadic peoples are today incorporated in 'the 

Chinese people' (Zhonghua m z m ) .  old prejudices against the 'barbarie' Northerners die hard. 

and hence the effort to unearth a past that links Manchuria to early Han colonization and 

culture." This is more easily accomplished by historians writing the history of  Dalian than it is 

for those investigating more northern regions because o f  the settlement of Chinese peasants on 

the Liaodong peninsula dating back to the Western Han era. Despite their efforts t o  unearth a 

pre-nineteenth century history of note for Dalian. however. local Chinese historians inevitably 

find themselves beginning their analysis of the c i h ' s  modem era with a review o f  events dating 

from the late Qing period. 

I I  Clausen and Thsgenen. The Making of a Chinese Cin. .. 172. 

1' Clausen and Th~gersen. The Making of a Chinese Cih.. 9- 1 O. For a review of the various 
nationalities, or ethnic groups. currentiy comprising the population of Liaoning province see "Liaoning ge 
minni renkou" (The Populations of the Various Nationalities in Liaoning), Liaoning wenshi zifiao 20 (June 
1987), 202-3. According to this article. official 1982 government figures recorded that 9 1.9% of Liaoning's 
population were Hm Chinese. 5.6% were ethnic Manchus. and 1.2% were Mongols. The number of persons 
claiming Manchus lineage, however. was probably under-reported. since even as late as the early 1980s 
people were reluctant to claim any connection to the Manchus because of the political campaigns of the past 
thirty-five years that had targeted groups associated with the old Qing rulers. Another reason why the 
number of people who were reponed a Manchu heritage was likely lower than it should have been was a 
result of the loss of minority cultures that occurred during the homogenizing social and population 
programmes introduced by the PRC government since 1949 (ie. the forced settlement of Han Chinese in the 
Northeast, Xinjiang province and Tibet; and the preferential treatment granted ethnic Chinese in education 
and employment). (See Clausen and Thagersen, The Making of a Chinese Ciry.. 160 and 2 15-6.) 



Manchuria and the Manchus and Dalian 

Manchuria and Siberia were the last great frontiers of Northeast Asia. While by the mid 

nineteenth century the Tsars in St. Petersburg were actively sponsoring the development their 

eastern wilderness with the settlement of freed serfs and eventuaIIy the construction of a 

transcontinental railwayi3, the Qing rulers in Beijing were reluctant to open their homeland to 

Chinese (Han) colonists. The Manchus in the Forbidden City were alien rulers in the tradition of 

the Mongols of the Yüan dynasty ( 1279- 1368). OriginalIy a semi-nomadic people from the 

grasslands and forests of the Northeast. the Manchus had hoped to preserve their ancestral 

homelands for themselves. Acutely aware of the assimilative power of Chinese culture, the 

Manchus were reluctant to open the lands beyond the Willow Palisades (liutiaobian) to Chinese 

m e r s ,  merchants and ginseng traders, lest southern ways compt their traditional wanior 

spirit.I4 The combination of growing instability in Manchuria. caused by the heightened Russian 

presence in Siberia and the recognition of the failure of the ban on Chinese immigration, 

however. led the Manchus to reevaluate their frontier policy in the late nineteenth century and to 

adopt a more proactive strategy of development and settlernent. 

Roughly the size of France and Germany combined, Manchuria is a land of great variety. 

At the mouth of the great Liao River in the southwest. swarnps are cornmon. while in the interior 

alluvial and loessiai soils provide a base for the region's famous gasslands. Low mountain 

ranges cross Manchuria's southern reaches, running southwest to northeast and dividing the land 

l 3  Theodore H. Von Laue, Sergei Witte and the I n d u r r i a k ~ t i o n  ofRursia (New York: Atheneurn, 
I974), 84-5 and 235-8. Russia's serfs were emancipated in 1 86 1, and throughout the 1890s Sergei Witte, 
the Russian Minister of Finance, and A.N. Kulomzin, the Secretary of the Siberian Comminee, estabIished a 
number of financial subsidies and incentives for poor Russian fmers  who were willing to move to the new 
eastem fiontier. 

f 4 Lee, The Manchurian Fronrier in Ch 'ing History, 1 82-4. 



alluvial and loessial soils provide a base for the region's famous grasslands. Low mountain 

ranges cross Manchuria's southern reaches, ninning southwest to northeast and dividing the land 

into several large plains suitable for cultivation. The southern Liaodong Peninsula experiences 

over 200 frost-free days each year, but as one moves noRh past the Great Xing'an mountains to 

the shores of the Sungari (Songhua) and Amur (Heilong) Rivers this number drops to less than 

100 da-. Generally, however, adequate precipitation, sunlight and moderate temperatures dunng 

the summer months guarantee Manchurian farmers successful harvests of their principal crops of 

sorghum and soya beans. In the nonhern forests. fur-bearing animals and wild ginseng 

traditionally provided income for the local in habitant^.'^ It was the combination of Manchuria's 

natural resources and the large open tracts of arable land that beckoned to both foreign 

imperialists and impoverished Chinese alike during the late nineteenth century. After the 

Taipins. Nian and Musiim rebellions in the mid 1800s. the weakened Qing dynasty could no 

longer ignore the dornestic and foreign pressures on its homeland and in 1860 was forced to 

enact a new policy which encouraged the settlement of Chinese farrners. whiie maintaining. 

hlanchu political contr01.'~ 

A n  Overview of the Late Qing Years 

Afier defeating the Ming and assuming Heaven's Mandate to rule the Middle Kingdom. 

the early Qing emperors quickly established a policy that forbade Chinese settlement in 

l 5  For a review of the geogaphy of Manchuria see Edmonds, Northern Fronriers ofQing China 
and Tokugawa Japan, 29-33. 

l6 The best study of this shifi in Manchu policy regarding the senlement and administration of the 
Northeast remains Robert Lee's, The ~tfanchurian Fronricr in Ch 'ing History (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, I W O ) .  For a concise review of the transformation in Qing policy see Lee, The 
Manchurian Fronrier in Ch 'ing History, 1 82-6. 



Manchuria.'' The emperors Shunzhi, Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong al1 issued irnperial 

decrees forbidding the immigration of Chinese, "who represented the tamer civi 1 ization of 

sedenta- agriculture,"" to their ancestral homelands. A physical manifestation of this desire to 

maintain the ethnic and cultural purity of Manchuria was also constmcted during the reigns of 

these ernperors-the Willow Palisade. Begun during the reign of Shunzhi (r. 1644- 1662). the 

Willow Palisade was an extension of the Great Wall stretching into Manchuria. The paiisade was 

a line of willow trees planted on an earrhen levee, with gates (or sometimes simply gaps) located 

at regular inter~als . '~  The early Qing poiicy of fengiin, "seal and prohibit." was an anempt to 

restrict the rnovement of Han Chinese into the relatively unpopulated Northeast-which the 

Manchus regarded as their birthright. Although a great fuss was made in the emperor's coun 

regarding the need to preserve the Qing hunting-grounds. by the late eighteenth cenniry it was 

obvious to al1 who lived in Manchuria that the tide of Chinese fan-ners rnoving north could not be 

stopped by a hedge and official edicts. In fact. by the early nineteenth century most Manchu 

provincial govemors ând oftlcials in the Nonheast were coming to the realization that the 

region's future (and more importantly their local revenues) depended upon the influx of 

additional C hinese farmers and rnerchant~.'~ 

The situation on the Liaodong Peninsula was different from that outlined above. While 

" See Yang Yulian et ai.. Qing dai Dongbei shi (The History o f  the Northeast During the Qing 
Dynastv) (Shenyang: Liaoning jiaoyu chubanshe, 199 1 ), 162-4. 

Edwin P. Reubens. "Opponunities. Governmenrs. and Economic Developrnent in Manchuria, 
1860- 1940," in The State and Econornic Growth, ed. Hugh G.J. Aitken (New York: Social Science 
Research Council, 1959), 154. 

l9 See Edmonds, Northern Fronliers of Qing China and Tokugawa Japan. 55-84. 

'O Edmonds, Northern Frontiers ofQing China and Tokugawa Japan, 83-5; and Lee. The 
Manchurian Frontier in Ch 'ing Hisiory, 1 84-6. 



officially a pan of Manchuria the peninsula's econorny. culture and population were more 

closely tied to China south of the Great Wall than was the case in the north. Chinese greatly 

outnumbered Manchus in the region due to centuries of migration and settlement that dated back 

to the Han dynasîy. The Willow Palisade may have stopped some Chinese from migrating to 

Manchuria by land, but it did nothing to stop peasants and merchants from sailing across the 

Bohai Gulf fiom Shandong. In order to secure the Liaodong Peninsula as part of their 'sacred 

lands,' the Qing stationed a force of Manchu bannemen in the prefectural town of Jinzhou." 

Originally established by the great Manchu unifier Nurhaci" in 160 1, the "Eight Banner System" 

(Ba Qi zhidu) was one of the key components of Qing rule. Under the eight different banners 

(four of solid colours and the others bordered), the Manchus organized their own amies  and 

tribes. and during the conquest of China expanded this system to include banners of Mongols and 

Chinese  force^.^ Since each banner included fighting men as well as their farniiies, the system 

served not only as a form of mili tas identification. but also as a basis for population tegistration 

and control. 

In 168 1 the emperor Kangxi ordered that a permanent garrison of approximately 570 

mounted Manchu warriors and 830 Chinese foot-soldiers be stationed in the sub-prefectural town 

of Jinzhou." While the official duties of the Jinzhou banner garrison were the maintaining of law 

" Ying Yunping, "Qiren zai Dalian diqu" (Bannemen in the Dalian Area), Dalian werch id im  5 
(September 1988). 158-9. 

" See Arthur W. Hummel ed.. Eminent Chinese ojrhe Ch 'hg Period (1 614- f9/2). Vol. 1. 
(Washington: United States Govemment Printing Office, 1943). 596-7. 

" Ying. "Qiren zai Dalian diqu," 155. 

'' Y hg. "Qiren zai Dalian diqu." 158. 



and order. and the local defence of the Liaodong Peninsula. they more significantly represented 

an anempt by the Qing to incorporate the sizable local Chinese population into the banner 

system. Over the next hundred and fifty yean the number of Manchu warriors stationed in 

Jinzhou rernained basically unchanged, while the number of Chinese troops grew to several 

thousand men. The inclusion of additional numbers of Chinese into the Jinzhou garrison during 

the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries had wide-ranging political and social 

ramifications. Originally established to defend the southemmost border of Manchuria against 

both foreign amies and Chinese migrants. the Jinzhou banner group serves as an excellent 

example of the sinicization of the Manchus during the Qing period. Kangxi-s force of mounted 

Manchu warriors had. by the reign of emperor Daoguang in the mid nineteenth century. lost 

much of its martial spirit and nornadic ways. Many of the banner group's commanders had 

becorne Confucian-educated officiais and bureaucrats who felt more at home ivielding a brush 

thari a sword. The majority of the troops on the Liaodong Peninsula were Chinese soldiers who 

had been incorporated into the banner s>.stem during the previous centug and a haIf.'S Although 

the Manchu banner garrison had failed in its dut' to cunail the nonhern spread of Chinese 

culture. it was successful in establishine a stable political and social system of organization in a 

region which was dangerousfv populated by a Han majoril. The Manchu garrison in Jinzhou 

may have corne to rely heavily on the use of Chinese soldiers for its military duties, Chinese 

education and culture for its administrative duties. and even to a small extent Chinese women for 

its wives, but it was successful in keeping the peace. The first serious challenge to the Manchu- 

Chinese hybrid banner garrison in Jinzhou was not to corne in the form of subversive 

" Ying, "Qiren zai Dalian diqu,'* 16 1. 



southerners, but rather with the arriva1 of Western barbarians in the middle of the nineteenth 

century. 

A srna11 British flotilla explored the waters off the southern tip of the Liaodong 

Peninsula in the summer of 1840 during the first Opium War ( 1839- 1842). These vessels were 

part of the larger Bntish fleet that had sailed norihward along the Chinese Coast from Guangzhou 

(Canton) attacking the ports of Xiamen (Amoy), Ningbo (Ningpo) and Tianjin (Tientsin). For 

three weeks in late August and early September 1840, the srnaIl British expeditionary flotilla 

sailed around the Liaodong Peninsula chming the shoreline and occasionally sending out 

Ianding parties to procure s~pplies.'~ Alarmed at the appearance of such brazen barbarians Qi) 

along his shores. the governor of Fengtian ordered the Jinzhou b m e r  ganison to keep a close 

watch on the British movements and to resist any attempts by the foreigners to land troops on the 

peninsula. On 16 September 1840. the British sailed into the port of Qingniwa (the earliest 

docurnented name for the harbour at Dalian). and cast anchor.'- The small local detachment of 

Chinese troops quickiy sent word to their superiors in Jinzhou. who responded by ordering a 

couple of hundred reinforcements be sent to protect the local inhabitants. By the time that the 

supporting force arrived. however. the British had already lefi. 

Despite the appearance of British warships in the waters surrounding the Liaodong 

Peninsula in the summer of 1840. neither the Qing coun nor the local provincial authorities took 

immediate action to improve defences in the region. It was not until the reappearance of British 

naval vessels in the waters off Qingniwa in May 1860, during the Second Opium (or Arrow) 

26 Qu Zhuanlin, "Yapian zhanzheng Zhong Ying jun dui Dalian de jinfan" (The invasion of Dalian 
by British troops during the Opium War). Dalian wenshi ziliao 7 (December 1990), 73-6. 

" QU, "Yapian zhanzheng Zhong Ying jun dui Dalian de jinfan." 74-5. 
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War. that the Qing authorities decided that more proactive measures were required. Again the 

foreign ships did not stay for long, but this tirne armed confrontation was not avoided. On 26 

May 1860, the small local garrison in the town o f  Qingniwa was bombarded by the British 

flotilla o f  more than fifty cruisers and gun-boats, resulting in several dozen Chinese ca~ualt ies . '~ 

Afier teaching the IocaIs a quick lesson in Western miiitary diplomacy. the British ships lefi the 

Liaodong Peninsula and rejoined the main Franco-British fleet which was preparing to land 

troops a t  the Dagu (Taku) defences near Tianjin.2g Although they were only in the waters around 

the Liaodong Peninsula for a few days, the British warships made a lasting impression on the 

modern history o f  the region. First, the name of  city o f  Dalian dates to this period, as the local 

Manchu military commander renarned the waters off o f  the town of Qingniiva. Dalianwan 

("Great Encounter Bay") to cornmemorate the success$d banle against the Western barbarians.j0 

The most important outcome of the second British visif to the Liaodong Peninsula \vas the 

increased importance that the Qing court placed on improving the region's naval and shore 

defences. To this end the Qing were to direct considerable effort and funds nventy years later in 

the consrruction of  a new fort and milita. harbour (jungang) southwest of Dalianwan at the 

'' QU, "Yapian zhanzheng Zhong Ying jun dui Dalian de jinfan." 78-9: and Liu et al.. Dalion 
gangkou jishi, 48-9. 

" See Kaise Kingo, "Talien or Dairen Bay in 1860. How British Contingent, Bent on Reprisais in 
China for Taku [Dagu] Fort Affair, Found Opening While Awaiting French and Named Small Mets," 
Manchuria: A Fortnightly Publication of the Manchuria Daily News (hereafter cited as Manchuria), 
(October 1, 1936), 228-9. 

30 QU, "Yapian zhanzheng Zhong Ying jun dui Dalian de jinfan," 77; Takahashi Hayato, Dairen- 
shi (The City of Dairen) (Dairen: Tairiku shuppan kyokai, 193 1 ) [DSTSG M34/59], 8-9; and Wang Zhixiu, 
Fengtian quan sheng djrutu shuo tu zhi (Maps and Explmations for the Whole of Fengtian Province) 
(Shenyang: n.p., I894), 1 1, 35 and 90. The British also renarned the local waters at h i s  time, and on 
Western maps of the nineteenth century Dalian Bay was called Victoria Bay, in honour of the English 
monarch. (See Kaise, "Talien or Dairen Bay in 1860.," Manchuria, (October 1, 1936), 229.) 



town of Lüshun. 

The great Chinese statesman Li Hongzhang (Li Hune-chang)" was the chief architect 

responsible for securing the court's support for the construction of the harbour and fortifications 

at Lüshun. At the urging of his foreign rnilitary adviser, the retired German army officer 

Constantin von Hanneken. Li presented several petitions at court during the summer of 1880 

arguing for a modem naval base in Manchuria." Faced with growing foreign pressures, fiom 

Japan in Korea and France in Annam (Viemarn), the Qing coun granted Li's request for the 

building of a fort on the Liaodonp Peninsula in June 188 1 ." Construction of the new naval 

facility at Lüshun began in September 1882 and took eight years to complete at a total cost of 

over three million taels. In the spring of 1887 Li Hongzhang toured the region and visited his 

creation in progress. Li was impressed with what he saw and believed that China could no\\. 

bener defend itself if foreign warships ever returned to the Bohai Gulf. During this 1887 

inspection tour. Li Hongzhang passed through the small villages on the western shores 

of Dalian Bay and noted the natural advantages of the local harbour. Afier returning to Beijing. 

Li ordered the rnilitary governor of Fengtian to construct a fort and modem harbour near the 

town of Qingniwa. and in the summer of 1888 a small observation post and dock were built at 

Liushutun-a minor village on the northern shore of Dalian Bay." By the early 1890s Li 

Hongzhang and the Qing court believed that both the Liaodong Peninsula and the sea approach 

- -  - -  

3 l Hummel ed., Eminenr Chlnese ofihe Ch 'rng Period.. Vol. 1,464-7 1 .  

32 Konishio, Pori of Dairen, 2 ;  and Liu et al.. Dalian gangkou jishi, 52 .  

;; Liu et al., Dalian gangkou jishl. 53. 

3 Liu et al.. Dalian gangkou jishi. 56. 
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to the capital were well-defended against any possible foreign threat. 

The Sino-Japanese War, 1894-5 

It was not the return of British warships, however. that debunked the Qing court's over- 

confident assessrnent of its northem defences. Instead, in the summer of  1894. China found itself 

facing a new challenge from an unexpected rival-Japan. Earlier tensions between the IWO East 

Asian neighbours had been temporarily resolved in 1884 when Li Hongzhang and It6 Hirobumi, 

Meiji Japan's Ieading politician, had concluded the Treaty of Tianjin. The root of the problem 

benveen the two nations was the international starus of Korea-historicaliy China's most 

important tributary state. In 1884 a political faction within Korea, impressed by the modemizing 

programmes being undertaken by Meiji Japan, launched a coup against the consewative (and 

pro-Chinese) Korean government. This uprising was quickly quashed by Chinese troops. but not 

before the Japanese Iegation quarters in Seoul were destroyed. The 1884 Treary of Tianjin 

temporary Iowered the flames in the Korean fire. but in the mid 1890s they flared again. this time 

engulfing the region, including the Liaodong Peninsula. in war.j5 

The Sino-Japanese War of 1 894-5 was essentially a struggle for the control of Korea.jb 

. - 
The conflict arose from a fundamental disagreement over Korea's extemal status.'. China 

35 The 1884 Treaty of Tianjin stipulated that if either China or Japan dispatched troops to Korea to 
quel1 an interna1 disturbance, the other nation would be notified in advance and the foreign troops would be 
withdrawn as soon as the problem had been suppressed. 

36 For an introduction to Chinese, Japanese and Western scholanhip on the Sino-Japanese W K  the 
reader is referred to Marius B. Jansen, Samuel C. Chu. Shumpei Okarnoto and Bonnie B. Oh's review 
article, "The Historiography of the Sino-Japanese War," The International History Rwiew 1 :2 ( 1  979): 19 1 - 
227. A fascinating recent study of the Japanese side of the conflict is Stewart Lone's, Japan 3 First Modern 
R'ar. Army and Society in the Conjlict with China, 1894-95 (London: St. Martin's Press, 1994). 

'' The best account of the diplornatic aspect of the 1894-95 Sino-Japanese War remains: Mulsu 
Munemitsu, Kenkenroku: A Diplornatic Record ofthe Sino-Japanese War. 1894- 1895 (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1984). In his rather one-sided account of the events that led to the war, Payson 



demanded that Korea continue its tributary relationship with the Middle Kingdom, while Japan 

insisted that Korea be granted independent status. When civil war broke out the spring of 1894. 

the Korean king found hirnself once again c a l h g  for assistance fiom his suzerain, the emperor 

of China. The Chinese Iegation in Tokyo, honouring the ternis of the 1884 Tianjin Treaty, sent a 

conciliatory note to the Japanese government on 7 June, informing them of the Korean king, 

Kojong's, request for Chinese military aid. It6 Hirobumi's cabinet in Tokyo, however. was 

already preparing for war and had no intention of allowing China to interfere yet again in 

Korea's interna1 a f f a i d 8  

Although the officiai declaration of war did not come until 1 August, minor engagements 

occurred during the last week of July. On 21 July, Japanese troops entered the royal palace in 

Seoul. and within a week secured Japan's position as the dominant rnilitary power in the Korean 

capital. Two months later, on 17 September. the Japanese navy established superiority in the 

region with a decisive attack on China's Beiyang (Northem) Fleet in the Yellow Sea of the 

western Coast of the Korean peninsula. Afier capturing the city of P'yongyang in mid September, 

the Japanese m y  continued its northward advance. and crossed the YaIu River into Manchuria 

on 24 October. The conflict for Korea was now to be fought on Chinese soil. 

Having driven the Chinese army out of Korea the Japanese High Command concentrated 

its efforts on delivering a death blow to the Qing. Fearing that foreign intervention was never 

more than a few weeks awag9, Japan's High Command decided that the only way to win the war 

38 Lone, Japan 5 F i n i  Modern War., 25-9. 

39 In his study of the WK, Stewart Lone notes that both Rime Minister It6 Hirobumi and Foreign 
Minister Mutsu Munemitsu believed that the Western Powers would intewene on China's behalf for two 
reasons: "the commercial or territorial interests the West had established in China ...; and the question of 
m e . "  It6 especially had long argued that the West treated Japan with contempt, and that a strong Japan 
would be viewed as a serious threat that had to be challenged. (See Lone, Japan 's First Modern War., 30- 



was to strike quickly at China's political centre in the North-the province of  Zhili. which 

surrounded the cities of  Tianjin and Beijing. UnabIe to remove the last remnants of  the Beiyang 

fleet, which had fled to the protection of the heavily fortified port at Weihaiwei in mid October, 

the staff at the Japanese imperial headquarters reluctantly decided to prepare for a winter 

.campaign, dunng which they would consolidate their position and prepare for a final assault on 

northeastem China which would take place the following spnng. The Japanese strategy as of  

October 1894 had three main cornponents. First, their position on the Korean peninsula would be 

stren-deneci. Second. key points on the Liaodong Peninsula would be seized in order to establish 

staging areas for future assaults on China's east Coast. Third, t!!e war would move north into the 

Manchurian interior. thereby distracting Chinese forces fiom the real target-the region around 

Beijing." With Korea firmly in the hand of the Japanese army by late October the next target 

would be the homeland of the Qing ruters, Manchuria. 

By early November the Japan's 1st Army. having driven the last o f  the Chinese troops 

across the Yalu, was preparing to swing westward through Manchuria for the assault on Beijing. 

The approaching winter, as well as the lingering threat posed by large numbers of Chinese troops 

who had pulled out of Korea instead of engaging the Japanese in pitched battles. delayed the 1st 

Army and gave increased importance to developments taking place on the Liaodong Peninsula. 

The Japanese 2nd Army. under the command of General h a m a  Iwao. launched its assault on the 

Chinese defences in southern Manchuria during the first week of  November. The 1st Division of  

Lieutenant-General Yarnaji Motoharu capnired the town of Jinzhou on 6 November. The next 

1.1 

" Lone. Japon 3 First Modern Wor., 34. 
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day Dalianwan was attacked by a large naval squadron, forcing the 3,000 Chinese defenders to 

flee south to the more heavily fortified pon of Lüshun?' A Japanese reporter. Kubota Beisen. 

wimessed the battle fiom the deck of one of the Japanese destroyers. He wrote: 

Dairen Bay was surrounded by mountains except where the mouth led to open sea. In the attack 
both land and sea forces were deployed. Our fleet approached the bay as planned at 6:00 AM on 
November 6. Its three divisions. the main force and two flying squadrons. consisted of sixteen 
warships. At 1:30 PM, the fleet moved to enter the bay. The fleet spotted mines and retreated 
back to open sea and anchored for the night. At dawn the next day, three of our ships 
rnaneuvered through the minefield and then bombarded and destroyed the east signal tower. 
ShelIing what appeared to be enemy barracks, they encountered no retaliation. Since the bay was 
heavily fortified, second only to Weihaiwei and Port Arthur [Liishun] a stiff resistance was 
awaited. It was m l y  surprising to face no defensei' 

On 2 1 November the Japanese forces captured the impregnable fortress at Lüshun. whose fixed 

cannons were aimed towards the sea and therefore useless against the land assauft launched by 

the troops fiom Dalian Bay. Afier securing the Liaodong Peninsula, the forces of the 2nd 

Japanese A m y  repaired the darnage that their bombardment had inflicted on the harbour 

facilities in Dalian Bay. transforming it into the most important beach-head in southern 

Manchuria after Lüshun." 

With Korea and the Liaodong Peninsula firmly secured the tide had turned in Japan's 

favour. The following Januaq-. the Shandong peninsula was attacked. and Weihaiwei fell to the 

4 I For an account of the war on the southern Liaodong Peninsula see Yuan, Dalian difang shi 
jianbian, 46-55. 

42 Quoted in Okamoto Shumpei. Impressions of rhe Front: Woodcurs ofthe Sino-Japanese War, 
/ 894-95 (Philadelphia: Philadelphia Museum of Art. 1983), 35. 

" ARer securing the harbour at Dalianwan. the Japanese 2nd Amy turned its attention to removing 
the threat of the Chinese garrison at Lüshun. The Japanese strategists had predicted that an assault on 
LUshun would prove to be a bloody affair. It was a surprise therefore when the fortified city feil afier only a 
single day of fighting on 22 Novernber 1894. What transpired next was the fmt atrocity conducted by the 
modem Japanese m y .  For the next three days the victorious Japanese soldiers sacked the city, killing more 
than 20,000 Chinese soldiers and civilians. (See Lone. Japan 's First Modern War., 1 54-6 1 ; and Mu 
Senzhe, Liishun da tusha (The Great Massacre at Lüshun [Port Arthur]) (Beijing: Jing guan jiaoyu 
chubanshe, 1993).) 



Japanese forces on 12 February.u Three weeks later in Manchuria, the 1 n and 2nd Amies joined 

forces for the assaults on Liaoyang, Niuzhuang (Newchwang) and the port of Yingkou. 

Expeditionary units from these two m i e s  crossed the Liao River in mid-February, placing the 

Chinese capital within striking-distance. The Qing court had aIready dispatched a peace 

delegation to Tokyo on 5 January, and after these recent developments in Shandong and southem 

Fengtian, the Chinese negotiators were desperate to bring about an end to the hostilities. Afier a 

prelirninary meeting in Nagasaki in early February, the peace talks began on 20 March 1895, in 

Shimonoseki-a small port-town in western Japan, close to the Imperia1 A m y  headquarters in 

Hiroshima. Afier four days of negotiations, the head of the Qing mission, Li Hongzhang, was 

injured by a Japanese while walking back to his quarters. Not wanting to be viewed by the 

Western Powers as uncivilized, the Japanese government reduced their indemnity demands from 

300 to 200 million taels and agreed to grant a thirty-one day cease-fire, which was to expire on 

Three days before the armistice was to end. China agreed to sign the Treaty of 

Shimonoseki, ending the first Sino-Japanese War. The treaty oficially brought the hostilities to 

an end. but more importantly made Japan an important player in East Asia. The Treaty of 

S h i m ~ n o s e k i ~ ~  guaranteed the independence of Korea and detailed the cession of Chinese 

* The Japanese launched a two pmnged assault on the Chinese defences at Weihaiwei. While a 
Japanese squadron engaged the remnants of the Beiyang fieet, land forced attacked the t o m  from the 
south, and after capturing the harbour's fortifications turned the Chinese cannons on the surviving Chinese 
ships in the harbour. Afier this humiliating defeat, Ding Ruchang, the Chinese Admiral in command at 
Weihaiwei, commiîted suicide. 

" So embarrassed and womed were the Japanese negotiaton, that they arranged for the Meiji 
Emperor's personal physician to be sent to treat Li Hongzhang's gun-shot wounds. 

For a complete transcript of rhe treary see Adachi, Manchurio: A Survey, Appendix 1,289-94. 



territory to Japan. ArticIe II of the treaty granted Japan not only the isIands of Formosa 

(Taiwan) and the Pescadores, but more importantly for this study. the Liaodong Peninsula in 

southern Manchuria, 

Article LI: Cession of part of Fengtian Province. China cedes to Japan in perpetuity and full 
sovereigniy the following temtories, together with al1 fortification, arsenal, and pub1 ic propercy 
thereon: 
a) The southern portion of the province of Fengtian, within the following boundaries. The line of 
demarcation begins at the mouth of the River Yalu and ascends that Stream to the rnouth of the 
River of Anbing; ffom thence the line runs to Fenghuang; fiom thence to HaiAeng; fiom thence 
to Yingkou, fonning a line which describes the southem portion of the territory. The piaces 
above naxned are included in the ceded territory. When the line reaches the River Liao at 
Yingkou, it follows the course of that stream to its mouth where it teminates. The mid-channel 
of the River Liao shalI be taken as the line of demarcation. This cession also includes al1 islands 
appertauiing or belonging to the province of Fengtian, situated in the eastem portion of the Bay 
of Liaodong and in the northern part of the Yellow Sea? 

Included within this temtory were Dalian Bay and the military harbour at Lüshun. 

The Triple Intervention 

The Western Powers were in a state of shock in the spring of 1895. None of them had 

predicted that China would be defeated. The 'sick man of Asia' may have not been much of a 

match for the modern militaries of the Powers. but surely it could have defended itself against the 

smaller newcomer Japan. While Britain and America were worried about lapan gaining 

concessions so close to Beijing, it was a diplomatic ahance of Germany, Russia and France 

which forced Japan to return the Manchurian territories to China in late April. Germany was the 

principle architect of the Tnpk  Intervention. with Russia and France following its diplomatic 

lead.'Vapan's victory over China emphasized Gennany's problem of acquiring a colonial 

47 Treaty of Shimonoseki, 17 Apd  1895. Taken from: Adachi, Manchuria: A Sm&, 290. 

'" There is some debate over who was the dnving force behind the 'Triple Intervention'. See Frank 
W. Iklé. "The Triple Intervention: Japan's Lesson in the Diplomacy of Imperialism," Monuments 
Nipponica 22:2 (1967): 122-30; Ian Nish. The Origim of the Russo-Japanae War (London: Longman, 
l985), 2 1-35; and Nish, The AngIo-Japanese Alliance: The Diplomacy of Two Islond Empires. 1894-1907 
(London: Athlone Press, 1966), 40-60. While Nish's contention that "Russia appears to have been the 



position in the Far East, and especially a naval base in China. Always fearful of the possi bility 

that Russia and Britain would conspire to carve-up the Middle Kingdom, leaving nothing for the 

Second Reich, the German Foreign Office actively sought out possible European allies during the 

winter of 1 894-9S.'9 In early March 1895, Chinese diplornats attempted to resist Japanese 

demands for concessions by leaking transcripts of the negotiations in Nagasaki and Shimonoseki 

to the various Western Powers. Britain was reluctant to take any sort of Iead in helping the 

Chinese cause. but Germany seized the opportunity in an attempt to place its Far Eastern interests 

on the table. On 23 March a telegarn was sent to von Tschirsky, the German chargé d'affaires in 

St. Petersburg, stating that Germany was now "wiiling to cooperate with Russia in case of any 

joint action in the Far East."'O The anti-Japanese triumvirate was about to be formed. 

Although it was Germany who took the dipiomatic Iead in forging the Triple 

Intervention, it was Russia's military presence in the Pacifk that made Japan reconsider its 

demands on the defeated China. Japanese intelligence reported that as of the middle of April, 

1895. Russia's rni1ita-y strength in the region amounted to over fi@-thousand troops and several 

dozen warships-ail of which had been ordered to prepare for war." While the Kaiser hoped to 

ringleader, Germany the enthusiastic supponer and France the independent-minded and reluctant follower," 
(The Origim of the Russo-Japanese War. 24). is the most commonly accepted interpretation, Iklé's 
argument. based on Germany and Japanese diplornatic papers. that Kaiser William II played the crucial role 
in forging the alliance is the more convincing. Although Germany was the silent force behind the Triple 
Intervention, most people at the time, and particularly the Japanese, believed that Russia was the instigator 
of the foreign intervention. In fact, Russia's assumed role in leading the Triple Intervention was one of the 
causes of the Russo-Japanese War a decade later. (On the Japanese view of the European intervention see 
Mutsu, Kenkenroku., 203-55, and particularly 244-7.) 

49 IklC, "The Triple Intervention.," 123-4. 

Iklé, "The Triple Intervention.," 125-6. 

" N ish, The Origim of the Rmo-Jopanere War, 26. 



use the situation to improve Germany's chance of securing a concession for itself on China's east 

Coast, the Tsar's governrnent had real strategic interests at stake. If Japan was allowed to keep the 

Liaodong Peninsula and Korea, then the future of Russia's Pacific empire would be placed in 

jeopardy. Foreign Minister Prince Lubanov-Rostovskii and Sergei Witte, the Finance Minister? 

jumped at the oppominity of joining Germany in a diplomatic rnove against Japan?' A flurry of 

telegrarns passed between St. Petersburg, Berlin and Paris in late April, establishing the Powers 

concems over the terms of the Treaty of Shimonoseki." 

The Russian. Geman and French ambassadors appeared at the Japanese Foreign 

Ministry on the morning of 23 April and presented their joint note. The note outlined the 

concerns of the three Powers, explaining that if Japan was to keep the Liaodong Peninsula 

(which was dangerously close to Beijing), a lasting peace would be impossible. Foreign Minister 

Mutsu. who had taken il1 a few days earlier. argued at a Cabinet meeting the next day that Japan 

should withstand the foreign pressure. "stand firm against the Chinese," and insist that the treaty 

could not be renegotiated." Mutsuos colleagues. however. were not as optimistic that Japan could 

successfully withstand the Triple Intervention. and opted for compromise. After an emergency 

meeting of the Amy, Navy. Foreign and Prime Ministers in Kyoto on 4 May. the Japanese 

government decided to bow to the foreign pressure and renounce the Liaodong renitory. This 
C 

52 Nish, The Origim of the Russo-Japanese War, 24-6. 

53 While Germany was determined to place its Asian interests on the table, and Russia sought to 
preserve the stam quo in Manchuria, France's participation in the Triple Intervention sternmed korn her 
diplomatic obligations to St. Petersburg, her partner in the Dual Alliance. Britain's policy of non- 
involvement in 1895 was a result of both the Foreign Office's assessrnent that the Liaodong Peninsula was 
not an area of direct British concem, and the beginning of Lord Salisbury's desire to end his nation's era of 
'splendid isolation' and possibly form an alliance with Japan. 

54 Mutsu, Kenkenroku., 3 15-7; and Nish, The Origim of the Russo-Japanese Wur, 26-7. 



decision was passed on to the representatives of the three Powers in Tokyo the next day and 

accepted. On 8 May, at the port of Zhifou (Chefoo), in the presence of a Russian naval squadron. 

Japan's representative, It6 Miyoji, and Wu Tingf'ang, the Qing court's emissq ,  signed a 

diplornatic note formalIy reîurning the Liaodong PeninsuIa to China in return for an additional 

indemnity of thirty million taels. 

Russia's New Presence in Manchuria and Britain's Reaction 

Gemany and Russia had protested the cession of Chinese territory to Japan in the spnng 

of 1895, but over the course of the next three years both nations managed to procure leaseholds 

for themselves from the Qing court. German efforts were focussed on securing a lease of the port 

of Jiaozhou (Kiaochow) on the southern Coast of the Shandong peninsula. After a short military 

campaign, aimed at punishing the local authorities for the killing of two German missionaries in 

the fa11 of 1897, Gennany forced China to sign a ninety-nine year Iease of the town of Jiaozhou 

on 6 March 1898." Russia was also qui& to secure temtonal concessions from China in the 

yens following the Triple Intervention. Having argued in April 1895 that a Japanese presence on 

the Liaodong Peninsula would result in instability in the Far East, the Tsar's government not 

surprisingly had no similar reservations about a Russian lease in the region. Alarmed. and 

annoyed. at the speed of their Germany a& S gains in Shandong, Russian Far Eastern policy- 

maken scrarnbled to secure a leasehold for themselves throughout the winter-spring of 1897-8.'' 

On 18 December 1897, Russia seized the ports of Lüshun and Dalianwan, claiming to be 

" See William L. Langer. The Diplornaqv of lmperiollrm. 1890-1902.2nd ed. (London: Knopf, 
195 l ) ,  449-54. 

56 Nish. The Origins of the Russe-Japnese War. 38-44; Langer, The Diplomacy of Imperialism., 
454-76; and Paul H. Clyde, International Rivalries in Manchuria. 1689-1922 [Ist ed.  19281 (New York: 
Octagon Books, 1966). 63-72. 



protecting China fiom fûrther German aggression. Under the leadership of Sergei Witte and the 

new Foreign Minister, Count Mikhai! Muraviev. St. Petersburg then approached the Qing coun 

to open negotiations for a Russian lease in southem Manchuria. 

By the winter of 1896-97 Witte had emerged as the de facto head of the Russian 

government and the chief planner of its foreign policy. The Foreign Minister was convinced that 

if Russia was to maintain its position of power in the north Pacific, a warrn-water port was 

needed in Manchuria." In the spring of 1896 Li Hongzhang, dunng a European tour. visited 

Witte in St. ~etersburg." The previous year. Witte had overseen the creation of two economic 

policies that were to play an important role in his talks with Li. In July 1895. the Witte had 

helped to arrange a ioan of 400 miIIion francs fiom a Franco-Russian banking consortium to the 

Chinese government. Four months iater. on 23 Decernber, Witte created the Russo-Chinese Bank 

in St. Petersburg, whose prima- responsibility was to fund the development of China's northern 

economy and the construction of a Russian railway in rhe regi~n. '~  When Witte met with Li in 

late April 1896. therefore. it was not too difficult for hirn to convince his Chinese cotleague to 

agree to the creaîiün of another Russian entih in Manchuria-the Chinese Eastern Railway 

(C ER).60 

The signing of the Sino-Russian Treat-y of 3 June 1896. which created the CER marked 

" Von Laue, Sergei Witte and the indus~rialixtion of Russia. 150- 1 .  

See Sidney Harcave trans. and ed.. The 4lemoirs oJCount Witte (-New York: M.€. Sharpe. 
1990), 229-38. 

59 Car1 Walter Young. The International Relations of Manchurio: A Digest and Analysis of 
Treaties, Agreements, and Negoriations Concerning the Three Eastern Provinces of China (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1 929). 1 0- 1 .  

Se+ Harcave trans. and ed.. The Memoirs of Count Witte. 23 1-8: and Young. The Internotional 
Relations of Manchuria., 12-4. 



the begiming of a more aggressive Russian Far Eastern policy vis-a-vis China. Afier Germany's 

successfui negotiations for a lease of Jiaozhou in earfy March 1898, Witte was at his wit's end 

and desperately wanted to secure a Russian lease on the Liaodong Peninsula. The problem facing 

the Russian Finance Minister was the opposition that was sure to be voiced in London, Paris and 

Berlin. The securing of a Russian lease could only corne if the other Powers were satisfied that 

China's territorial integrity, and more irnportantly their commercial and strategic interests, would 

not be threatened. Witte had been involved in secret negotiations with the Chinese throughout the 

previous year, and finally arrived at a solution. The Qing court was faced with a diffrcult 

situation as Japan was demanding the next instalment of the indemnities it was owed from the 

Sino-Japanese War and the previous Russian loan was exhausted. Witte graciously withdrew 

Russia's objections to a Anglo-Geman loan in return for a lease in southern Manchuria. Caught 

with no where else to mm. Li Hongzhang reluctantly agreed to Russia's request for a lea~ehold.~' 

The Pavlov, or Sino-Russian. Treaty of Beijing was signed on 27 March granting Russia 

the Iease of the harbours of Lüshun (Port Arthur) and Dalianwan for twenty-five years 

(considerably less than the German lease of Jiaozhou), with a neutral zone along the fiontier of 

the leased territory. The treaty stipulated that Port Arthur was to be an exclusively military port, 

closed to al1 other Powers. and that Dalianwan was to be a trading port, open to al1 nations. 

6' It is rumoured that Li Hongzhang received a bribe of SUS 1.5 million from Witte before he 
signed the 1898 treaty that created the Guandong leasehold. Although there is no evidence that Li received 
al1 of  the money, Russian archival records indicate that a small payrnent was made whiIe the Chinese 
emissary was in St. Petersburg. 



Article 1. For the purpose of ensuring that the Russian naval forces shali possess an entirely 
secure base on the littoral of northem China, His Majesty the Emperor of China agrees to 
place at the disposa1 of the Russian Government. on lease, the Ports Arthur and Dalianwan, 
tùgether with the water areas contiguous to these ports. This act of lease, however, in no way 
violates the sovereign rights of His Majesty the Emperor of China to the above-mentioned 
territory. 
Article HI, The term of the lease shall be twenty-five years fiom the date of the signature 
of the present agreement and may be prolonged subsequently by mutual consent of both 
Governments. 
Article VI. Both the Governments agree that Port Arthur, as an exclusively military (naval) 
port, shall be used solely by Russian and Chinese vesseIs and shall be considered as a closed 
port to warships and merchant vessels of other States. As regards Dalianwan, ttiis port, with 
the exception of one of the inner bays which, like Port Arthur. shall be set apart exclusively 
for the use of the Russian and Chinese fleets, shall be considered open to foreign commerce 
and fiee entry to it will be granted to the merchant vessels of al1 nations."' 

The Supplementary Treaty of 7 May further stipuiated that the southern terminus of the new 

branch of the CER (guaranteed in article eight of  the Pavlov Treaty) was to be at Port Arthur o r  

Dalianwan." With these two treaties. Russia had secured "something approaching monopoly 

rights in the southern half of Manchuria," and the obscure port of Dalianwan was catapulted to 

the stage of international power politics. 

Britain. the first Western Power to visit the Liaodong Peninsula in the middle of the 

nineteenth century, had been surprisingly quiet during the Triple Intervention. Japan had tumed 

to Britain for support in the spring of 1895, only to be rebuffed. Britain had been happy to allow 

Germany, France and Russia to pressure Japan into returning the southem Manchurian territories 

to China. Lord Kimberley, the British Foreign Minister, had warned Japan of the consequences 

entailed in the attempt to establish a permanent foothold in the region. He felt that: 

- - 

62 MacMurray, Treaties and Agreements with and Concerning China., Vol. 1, 1 1 9-20. 
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.... future benefits accming from the possession of the Liaodong Peninsuia were highIy 
doubtful .... By securing a toehold on the Chinese mainland, Japan would be jeopardizing here own 
national security. Since any attempt to invade Japan would be fraught with countless dangers, 
Britain could envisage no possibility. However, any nation possessing a powerful naw couId with 
relative ease isolate Liaodong fiom lapan? 

Britain had refüsed to participate in the 'Triple Intervention' because the terms were not deemed 

severe enough to warrant intervention, and the Japanese request for assistance against the 

Triplicity was similarly refuse. Afier both Germany and Russia a secured leaseholds in northem 

China in March 1898, however, the Foreign Office in London sctambled to make-up lost tirne. 

British strategy since the mid 1890s had been to play Russia and Germany off against 

each other in the Far East, while insisting on the temtorial integrity of China (which was crucial 

to the success of British commercial interests). Now that its rivals were busy cawing-up the 

Middle Kingdorn, the British Cabinet concluded that it had two courses of action: urge the 

Russians not to occupy the Liaodong Peninsula on the understanding the Britain would not seize 

any more Chinese territory. or to let Russia have Lüshun and Dalianwan without objection, while 

Britain took Weihaiwei (on the northem Coast of Shandong) as compensation!' Cabinet opinion 

shifted towards the more aggressive position of securing Weihaiwei when news of the Pavlov 

Treaty reached London. Something had to be done quickly to Save face. and the Cabinet decided 

on 25 March to demand from China a lease of Weihai~ei .~ '  

Kajha Morinosuke. The Energence of Japan rrr o World Power, 1895-1922 (Tokyo: Charles 
E. Tutîle Company, l968), 3 14-5. 

C.J. Lowe. The Reluctant Imperiolists: British Foreign Policy, 1878-1902. Vol. 2. (London: 
Routiedge & Paul Kegan, 1967), 227-9. 

" Nish, The Anglo-Japonese Alliance., 54. 
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The British parliament and press publicly attacked the govenunent's failure to force 

Russia to withdraw fiom the Liaodong Peninsula, but Salisbury, who was seriously ill, was in no 

position to force his Cabinet, even if he had so wanted. to take a more active stance in resisting 

Russian encroachment in Manchuria. 69 The British had lost their direct influence in southern 

Manchuria, but were eveniually consoled by their gains in Shandong (the lease of  Weihaiwei) 

and the fact that an Ulsterman, Sir Robert Hart, controlied the Chinese Maritime Customs-the 

agency that would oversee the trade and duties collected at Dalianwan. 

Sergei Witte and the Cbinese Eastern Railway 

After obtaining the Guar~dong'~ leasehold in the spnng of 1898. Russia's construction of 

a Manchurian railway began in earnest. The Russians had been negotiating with the Qing court 

since October 18% for permission to build a southern extension of  the Tram-Siberian Railway 

into Manchuria. The secret Sino-Russian Treaty o f  June 1896, that was signed by Li Hongzhang 

and Sergei Witte in St. Petersburg, granted Russia the rights to build a railway in northern 

Manchuria, along with the administrative and support infrastructures that such an undertaking 

required." These rights were expanded by the t e m s  of  the Pavlov and Supplementary Treaties of 

1898: which granted Russia the privilege of building yet another railway that would connect the 

Haerbin in the north to the southem harbours of Dalny and Port Arthur. The Chinese Eastern 

69 Grenville, Lord Salisbury and Foreign Poliq.. 145: and Nish. The Origins ofthe Rucso- 
Japanese [Var, 43-4. 

'O The name for the new Russian leasehold on the Liaodong peninsula, the 'Guandong' territories, 
was a Chinese terrn which translates as  "East (dong) of the Pass (pan,)" in reference to the region k ing  to 
the east of the last gate, or pas, through the Great Wall. 

" Afier Li and Witte signed the secret maty on 3 June. the official contract for the CER was 
signed on 8 September in Beriin, by Xu Jingcheng, the Chinese Minister to Germany and Russia, and Prince 
E.E. Ukhtomskii and A.I. Rotstein, the president and managing director of the Russo-Chinese Bank. 



Railway was to Russian imperialists what its successor. the South Manchuna Railway 

(Mmtetsu), would iater be to Japan's colonial adventure in the region." 

The CER was the creation and instrument of one man, the Russian Finance Minister. 

Sergei Witte? He oversaw the administration of  the CER from the Directorate Office in St. 

.Petersburg. while local rnatters in Haerbin were controlled by A-1 lugovich, the Chief Engineer. 

and Xu Jingcheng, who was rewarded for his past assistance with the position of Chinese 

President o f  the railway. Althougti Witte and the engineers in charge of building the railway 

understood that its success depended on Chinese goodwill. tensions between the new imperialists 

and the local inhabitants fiequently erupted along the railway's 1,481 kilometre route. Local 

Chinese were annoyed at not only the appearance of  the Russian barbarians. but also the large 

nurnbers of coolie labourers that flocked to the region fiom Shandong and other eastem 

provinces. Riots and murders were common occurrences between 1900 and 190 1. while the 

southern Iine was being built." Despite these problems the southem branch-line was completed 

in the fa11 o f  1901. and passenger service was oficially inaugurated on 8 March 1903, when the 

72 On the topic of the developrnent of railways in China during the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries see C.K. Leung. China: Railwqi. Patterns and National Goals (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1980); and Chou Shun-hsin. '-Railway Developrnent and Economic Growth in Manchuria." 
The China Quarterly 45 (January/March 197 1 ): 57-84. 

75 See B.A. Romanov. Russia in Manchuria /1892- 1906). Translated by Susan Wilbur Jones. (Ann 
Arbor: Amencan Council of Learned Societies. 1952) [Original Russian edition published in 19281, 34. The 
best reviews of the early history of the CER are: Quested, Marey Imperialist?, 2 1-34 and 89- 106; and North 
Manchuria and the Chinese Eusrern Raifway (Harbin: C.E.R. Printing Office. 1924), 397-40 1. 

74 Quested, Marey Imperialist9. 26-30. It should be noted that some of the 'troubles' between 
Chinese and Russians in Manchuria during the spring-summer of 1900 were a result of the anti-foreign 
Boxer Movernent which was sweeping north China. Russia used the pretext of these tensions to invade 
Manchuria in the late sumrner with a force of more than 200,000 troops. Even afier the Boxer 'Uprising' 
was put down by an international m y  of Japanese, Russian, British. American, French. Austrian, Itaiian 
and German troops in August 1900. and the Boxer Protocol was signed in September the following year, the 
Russian govemment refiised to evacuate its expeditionary force fiom Manchuria. 



h v e d  in Dalny from St. Petersburg." 

The Dreams and Realities of the Russian Port of Dalny 

In addition to the building of the Chinese Eastern Railway the Russians also drafied 

detailed plans for the expansions of Haerbin and the harbours at Port Arthur and Dalny." Port 

Arthur was to be Russia's principle naval base in the Pacific, while DaIny was to serve as the 

region's commercial harbour. Of Dalny, John Albert White writes: 

[qhis  port was rapidly transformed into an instrument of his [Wine's] poticy of monopolizing 
Manchurian commerce. To this end he [Witte] built feverishly and used his considerable prestige 
and power in St. Petersburg as well as his control over the merchant marine and other 
eovernmental agencies to channel trade to ~ a l n ~ . ' "  
CI 

The Russian railway engineer Mikhail Kerbetch was contracted in early 1899 to oversee the 

development of Russia's new holdings in China. Under Kerbetch's supervision worked Vladmir 

Sakharov-the chief construction and planning engineer for the CER-who drafied the pians for 

the construction and harbour at Dalny. Sakharov's plans were extensive. entaiting a city of more 

than 100 square kilometres and a wharf capable of berthing more than 100 vessels of I .O00 

tonnes at a timeaT9 Over the next five years the Russians spent more than 30 million rubles 

7s Andrew Malozemoff. Russian Far- Eastern Poliq: 1881-1905, with Special Emphasis on the 
Causes of the Russo-Japanese CVar (Berkeley: University of California Press, I958), 190. 

Ciausen a id  Thegenen. The Making 0f.a Chinese Cin.. 25-39: and Quested. Matey 
Imperialist?, 3 8. 

" Nish, The Origins of the Russo-Joponese War. I 4. 

78 White. The Diplomaq ofthe Russo-Japanese !Var. 22. 

79 Konishio, Port of Dairen. 3.4: and Shu E qimhan Ludo de qinian. 10-2. 



developing the harbour and city8' 

The CER oversaw the construction of the city of Dalny. Sakharov's blueprints. based on 

the urban planning ideas of  the 'Garden City' and 'City Beautifid' movements that were 

influencing the construction of cities throughout Europe and America8', called for the new town 

to be built around five connected districts: one commercial, one administrative, two Russian 

residential and one Chinese; and al1 supplied witb electricity and a modern water system. Before 

construction could begin, however, the original Chinese inhabitants in the area had to be 

removed. In iuly 1 899. shortly after the first Russian survey and construction crews arrived in 

Dalny. the Russian authorities in the Guandong Ieasehold evicted the town's Chinese population. 

This move sparked a riot. during which hundreds o f  Chinese "artacked the railway office with 

Stones. and dragged away al1 the Chinese clerks and interpreters."" The new Russian presence in 

the region was unpopular with the original inhabitants whose lives and Iiveiihoods (ie. the 

evicted farmers) were being disrupted. For many other Chinese, however. the Russians provided 

new opportunities. Tens of thousands of Chinese rnigrated to the Liaodong Peninsula in the early 

years of the nventieth century to find employment as construction labourers. traders. 

restaurateurs and inn-keepers. and for those with the necessary laquage ability. interpeters.<' 

'O Adachi, Manchuria: A Swvey, 72. 

" For an introduction to the 'Garden City' and 'City Beautifif urban planning movements o f  the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries the reader is referred to Stephen V. Ward, "The Garden City 
Tradition Re-examined," Planning Perspective 5 (1 990): 249-56. On how these movements influenced the 
planning and construction o f  cities in the British and Japanese colonial empires see R.K. Home, "Town 
Planning and Garden Cities in the British Colonial Empire, 19 10- 1940," Planning Perspective 5 (1 990): 
23-37; and Koshizawa, Shokurnin chi Mamhü no roshi keihku, 1 - 12. 

82 Quested, Matey Imperialist?, 39. Also see Sha E qinzhan Lüda de qinian, 49-50. 

8; Quested, Matey Irnperiafist?, 39; and Sha E qinzhan Lüda de qinian, 17-23. 



Between 1899 and 1903 the Russian engineers and pianners. together with the Chinese labourers. 

laid out the main roads, rail lines and water works in Dalny (Map 4). built a concrete wharf. and 

saw the port grow frorn a small fishing harnlet to  a town of more than thirty-tive thousand 

persons. the majority of whom were Chinese? 

Despite the progress that was made during these early years it was clear that Witte's 

desire to transform Dalny into the commercial harbour in Manchuria was a failure. Even Witte's 

influence over the Russian Merchant Marine and Volunteer Fleet failed to secure a steady flow 

of  trade to Dalny, as it was more profitable fo r  shipping companies to use either the British port 

of  Yingkou or Vladivostok." With foreign traders reluctant to use the new facilities in Dalny, the 

opening o f  the Chinese Maritime Customs house was delayed until the summer 1907, when 

Japan reopened the port to commercial trade afier the Russo-Japanese War. The Russian 

administrators in the Guandong Iease had petitioned Sir Robert Hart since December 1902 to 

open a branch of the customs' office in Dalny.& Han. however, was reluctant to open a customs 

office for wo reasons: first, the Qing court opposed such a move, feeling that i t  would threaten 

Chinese sovereignty in southem Manchuria: and second. he was annoyed at Russian demands 

that the!., rather than he, appoint the head customs offker. and that Dalny be an exclusively 

" United States Govemment. State Department File no. M 1 15/5. Consular Dispatch frorn Mr. 
Miller to h4r. Loomis, 1 1 March, 1903. ï h e  break-down of Dalny's population in 1903 was as follows: 
5,947 Russians, 367 Japanese, I 12 other foreign nationals and 3 1,983 Chinese. Other accounts report a 
much larger Russian population in Dalny, somewhere in the number of 18,000. These figures, however, 
report only 4,000 civilians, with the rernaining Russians being the Iccal garrison of soldiers and sailors. 
(For example see Adachi, Manchuria: A Survey, 72.) 

'' MalozemoR, Russion Far Eastern Policy., 1 92-3 ; Von Laue, Sergei Witte and the 
lndurrializarion of Russia, 235; and White, The Diplornacy ofrhe Russo-Japanese War. 22. 

See Robert Hm, Letter of 7 Decernber, 1906 (2/946). in Fairbank et al. eds.. The I.G. in 
Peking, Vol, 2, Document no. 1258. 





Russian p o d i  With the support of both the Chinese coun and British Foreign Office. Hart 

resisted the Russian pressures until a compromise was reached in June 1903. The solution to the 

Dainy customs office crisis was that al1 panies agreed that the port wouId be open to a11 

commercial traders (as had previously been decided for the German leasehold at Jiaozhou) and 

"that the Commissioner of  Customs and staff [should] aiways be, as far as [wasj possible, 

Russian, but chosen from the Imperia1 Maritime Customs Service, and directly subordinate to the 

Inspecter General [Hart]."" In February 1904 the Dalny customs house was finally opened. but 

for only nvo days as there was no work for its staff 

Not only was the pon of Dalny financially burdensome, but the commercial growth of 

the city was unpromisincg during the Russian years. British and German consuIs in Manchuria 

agreed that if the construction of  Dalny was ever completed it would be the "finest town in the 

Far East at that time.'789 Under Wine's supervision. Russia spent tens of millions of rubles 

building a 'host town. So extravagant were the plans for. and expenditures on Dalny, rhat the 

local Russian community nicknamed the town "Lishnii" ( super f iuou~) .~~  Even before any 

commercial business had arrived. Witte and the CER planners oversaw the building of a ten 

ki1ometre tree-lined avenue connecting the town to a small seaside resort on the southem shore 

of the Dalian peninsula. A theatre. municipal club and srnall l i b r q  were also constructed during 

'' Robert Han, Lenen o f  3 and 1 1 Januaq. 1903 (a947  and 948). in Fairbank et al. eds., The I.G. 
in Peking, Vol. 2, Document nos. 1259 and 1260. 

88 Dispatch of Mr. Walter Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne. Beijing, 13 June. 1903. FO 
88 l/8390/7 1. (In BDFA, Vol. 8. Russo-Japanese War. 1 gO.(-/gOj, 33.) 

89 Quested. Marey Imperiolisr?. 1 12. 

Quested. Ma@ Imperialisr?. 1 12. 



the first f ~ u r  years of Russian rule. but the only successful community organization \\-as a local 

society for helping the growing numbers of destitute c~unuymen .~ '  

Although DaIny did not live up to Witte's expectations. the Russians had accompIished a 

great deal in only five years. The nucleus of the city had been built, the harbour had been 

dredged, and a modern pier constr~cted.~' When the Japanese captured the port in late May, 

1904. it must be stressed that they inherited a detailed set of  plans for the construction of Dalian 

which they were to rely heavily upon during the next four decades. The Russians had laid out 

what could be done, and. although they had to a large degree abandoned Dalny by the time of its 

Ioss in the Russo-Japanese War, they nevertheiess had completed rnuch of the preliminary work 

of building a modern city and harbour. 

The Russo-Japanese War, 1904-5, and the Fall of Dalny 

In the spring of 1904 war returned to Northeast Asia. It had been almost a decade since 

the tirst Sino-Japanese War. the Triple Intervention and the 1896-8 Sino-Russian treaties had 

supposedl~ settled the questions of Korea's status and the allocation of Great Po~ver interests in 

Manchuria." The peace of 1895. howver.  was illusor).. . Japan had been stung by the foreign 

intervention that followed its grear victory against China. and nine years later moved to avenge 

the ~ l i g h t . ~ ~  Ever since the Triple Inrewention many Japanese had publicly called for revenge and 

9' Quested. Ma- Imperidisr7. 113 

9' Kinney, Manchuria Today, 47. In less than five yean the Russians built two piers at Dalny and 
started the construction of the harbour's breakwater. where they used enormous cernent blocks which cost 
more than 100 rubles each. (Adachi. Marzchzrria: A Survey, 126.) 

93 Afier signing the 1898 Pavlov Treaty. Li Hongzhang had proudly announced that at last China 
had managed to secure a peace that would last for more than nventy years. 

94 See Hosoya Chihiro. "Japan's Policies Toward Russia," In Jopon S Foreign Pol iq :  1868-1 941. 
ed. James W. Morley (New York: Columbia University Press, 1974), 240-406; iklé. "The Triple 



the retaking of the Liaodong Peninsula. which Russia (Rokoku) had stolen in 1 898.9' brhen 

diplornatic negotiations behveen St. Petersburg and Tokyo broke down in the winter of 1903-4. 

Japan was prepared for war. 

Japan may have been ready to fight, but many of its generals and admirais were wary of 

engaging the Russians in a long conflict. At the beginning of 1904 the strengh of the Japanese 

army was around 850,000. but its standing army was less than half of this number. Russia's 

strength seemed overwhelming, as the active Russian army totalled more than a million men. 

Russian naval srrength was also superior to Japan's. although only slightly.% Vice Admiral Togo 

Heihachiro. Japan's chief naval strategist. realized that not only would he have to neutralize the 

Russian threat on the seas. but also that Japan would have to strike swifily and decisively against 

the Russian defences in southern Manchuria in order to eliminate the threat of a protracred war. 

The key to the Japanese strategy devised in the winter of 1903-4 was the neutraliïation of the 

Russian naval base at Pon Arthur. Once this harbour \vas secured. the Japanese AdmiraIn. was 

intervention.," 129-30: Nish. The Origrns of rite Rrmo-Jupanesc !Car. 3 8 - 5 7 ;  and Sterling Tatsuji 
Takeuchi. /Var and Diplornac~- rn the Japanesc Enrprre (Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 1935). 132- 
59. 

95 TWO of the most influential Japanese associations which held this view were the Amur or 
'Black Dragon' Society ( K o k u ~ ü h i )  and the National United League on Russian Policy (Kokumin Tairo 
Ddhikaz). Both groups had iarge memberships. and more importantly close ties to the Japanese military 
cornrnand and prominent politicians in the Diet. (See J.N. Wesnvood, Rursia Againsr Japan. 1901-05. A 
New Look at fhe Russo-hpunese War (Albany: State University of New York Press, I986), 17-8.; Iriye 
Akira. "The Ideology of Japanese Imperialism: Imperia1 Japan and China." in Imperia1 Japan and Asia: A 
Reassessmenr, ed. Grant K. Goodman (New York: Columbia University Press. 1967). 32-45; and Jansen. 
"Japanese Imperialism.," 6 1-79.) 

96 Wesnvood, Russia Againsf Japan.. 27-34:  and Connauphton. The War of the Rising Sun and 
Trrmbling Bear.. 12-2 1 .  



confident that victory was en~ured.~ '  

The Japanese govemment broke off diplornatic relations with Russia on 5 February 

1904. and three days later Admiral Togo's ships attacked the Russian Pacific Squadron anchored 

outside Port Arthur. The torpedo attack, which preceded lapan's official declaration of war by 

several hours, was a modest success in terms of Russian ships either destroyed or damaged. 

More important than the Russian tosses was the fact that Tb@ had forced his enemy's fleet to 

seek the protection of the harbour at Port Arthur. where he would 'bottie it up' for the rernainder 

of the ~ a r . ' ~  With the Russian fleet neutralized. Japan's army launched the land war in 

Manchuria. The Japanese strategy was to be the same as that employed ten years earlier during 

the Sino-Japanese War-establish a secure beach-head on the southem Liaodong Peninsula and 

from there strike south against Pon Arthur and then turn no~thward .~~ Once again the sheltered 

harbour at Dalian Bay was chosen as the staging area for the lapanese assault first on Port Arthur 

and then on southern Manchuria. 

Generai Alexei Kuropatkin. the Russian Minister of War and supreme commander of the 

forces in  manc chu ria. was well aware of his precarious position on the Liaodong Peninsula as 

well as the strengths and strategies of his opponent. He had toured Japan the year before and was 

impressed by what he had seen?' General Kuropatkin was also annoyed at the huge sums that 

97 Westwood, Russia Againrt Japan.. 36-5 1 : and Connaughton, The Wor of the Rising Sun and 
Tumbling Bear., 22. 

98 North China Heraid and Supreme Court and Conruhr Gazette. February 15. 1904. 

99 For a rnilitary history of the conflict see Dennis and Pesgy Wamer. The Tide at Sunrise. A 
History of the Russo-Japanese Wur, 1 W.(-/ 905 (London: Chanerhouse, 1974); and Connau;hton, The War 
of the Rising Sun and Tumbling Bear ('New York: Routledge, 1988). 

'O0  Westwood, Russia Againrt Japan.. 20. 



had been spent on beauzifiing Dalny. funds that he contended would have been bener used 

improving the defences at Port Arthur. Kuropatkin anticipated the Japanese anack on Dalny. but 

was unable to do anything about it, for if he ordered troops to the town, they would have to be 

moved off of the heights overlooking Port Arthur where they were more sorely needed. Caught 

between the proverbial rock and a hard place, the Russian commander decided to minimize his 

losses and to leave only a skeletal force to defend Witte's folly. The garrison commander in 

Dalny \vas ordered to mine the harbour and to destroy whatever supplies and equipment could 

not be moved to safety in Port Arthur. 

The local population in Dalny not surprisingly panicked when news of the Russian plans 

for their defence was made public. Throughout April and early May 1904 the town's inhabitants 

fled to safer quarters. Most Chinese and Westerners who could afford it lefi by boat. destined for 

the British harbour at Yantai (Chefoo)."' while the majoril of Dalny's Russian civilian refugees 

moved to Port i\rthur. By late May Dalny was a ghost town. inhabited only by those lacking 

suficient funds to Ieave. or bandits who had flocked to the city to plunder whatever had not been 

taken or destroyed by the evacuating p~pulation.'~' In early June the Chefoo Dd(v  hérvs ran the 

sensational story of the kidnapping of Zhang Desan. the manager of the Taiho Import-Expon 

Company of DaIny, and four other prominent Chinese merchants by a gang of these bandits. 

When the dust finally cleared. however, it emerged that Zhang had simply been heid for ransom 

by his employees who feared that their boss was about to 'skip town' without paying them their 

Io' Chefoo Daily News. May 20.27 and 30, 1904: and The h p a n  Times, May 17. 1904. 

102 Chefoo Daily News, June i . 1 904. 
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wages.'05 Rumours ran rampant as the Russians evacuated Dalny. but what is clear is that the 

'Russian jewel of the Far East' was abandoned by the tirne Lieutenant General Nakamurabs 

Third Division entered on the morning of 30 May. The Russian era in  Dalian-s history ended not 

with a bang, but a pathetic whimper. 

The port of Dalny played an important role during the Russo-Japanese War (Nichiro- 

senso). a fact that is largely neglected in recent scholarship on the conflict. Afier its capture, 

Dalny quickly became a major strategic port for the Japanese army. as it had been during the 

Sino-Japanese War ten years earlier. The British joumaIist. H.W. Wilson. covered the war for 

The Times of London. In the second of his popular three volume histop of the hostilities. 

Japm 's Figitrfor Freedom (1  !los), Wilson wrote: 

The capture of Dalny was o f  the utmost strategic importance to Japan. Ir ga1.e her a good ice-free 
harbour on the Manchurian Coast. with ample wharf and pier accommodarion. so that rroops and 
guns could be disembarked with perfect ease and s e c ~ r i p . ' ~  

The harbour at Dain), was the linchpin in the eventua: Japanese victory at Pon .4rchur in 

December 1904. for by controlling Dalny, the Japanese a m y  was able to land both 

reenforcements and supplies less than fi@ kilometres (by rail) to the northeast of Russia's 

principai naval base. 

During the sumrner of 1904 the engineering corps of the Japanese army repaired most of 

the damage that both the retreating Russians and their own naval bombardment had inflicted on 

the wharf facilities at Dalny. They also cleared the harbour's waters of al1 remaining Russian 

mines. By the end of the !var Sergei Witte's dreams of a great Russian commercial pon in 

- -- 

'O3 Chefoo DoiZy News. lune 1 to 4. 1904. 

Io4 Wilson, Jupan 4 Fighrfor Freedom.. Vol. 2,60  1-3. 

85 



in September 1905. Russia's rights to the Guandong lease were transferred to lapan and a new 

era was bom. Russian colonial dreams and plans were now those of the new colonial masters on 

the Liaodong Peninsula. 



Chapter Two: "New Tenants or New Landlords?: The First Decade of 
Japanese Ruie, 1905-1915" 

The first decade of  Japanese mle in the Guandong leasehold was a period of transition 

for the region's administration, economy and sociey. An important element in the general trend 

toward a more civilian and less militaristic fonn of colonialism was the increased influence of 

the local Japanese population in the day-to-day goveming of the territory's growing cities. 

Between 1905 and 19 15 Japanese commercial interests, as they were expressed by Dalian's 

rnerchant community and the executives of the influential South Manchuria Railway Company, 

increasingly dominated local politics in the Guandong leasehold. While a civilian-controlled 

colonial structure was not formally established until April 19 19, with the creation of the 

Guandong Government (Kant&ch6), the move to give more power to the local Japanese 

comrnunity began with the first municipal elections in Dalian and Lüshun in the fall of 191 5 .  

This shifi to a civilian administration was the result of both the growing economic Fower of the 

Japanese rnerchant class in southern Manchuria and the liberalization of politics in the Japanese 

home islands.' By the mid 191 0s prominent traders and Manrersu managers in Dalian were 

beginning to demand a louder voice in how the port city was governed. 

The first decade of Japanese rule also witnessed the tremendous growth of both Dalian's 

population and the territory's economy. Beween 1906 and 19 15 Dalian's population increased 

sixfold, from just less than 20.000 to over 120,000 persons. The trade that was conducted at the 

leasehold's major port also grew drarnatically during this period and by the eve of World War 

One, Dalian was visited annually by more than two thousand ships from Japan, China and 

' On the liberdiration of  Japanese colonial mle in the late 19 10s and 1920s see Peanie, " n e  
Japanese Colonial Empire," in The Cambridge History ofJapun, Vol. 6,233-7 and 244-52; and Peattie, 
"Japanese Attitudes Toward Colonialism," 104-9. 



several European nations. An indication o f  this commercial growth was the fact that by 19 10 

Dalian had over-taken Tianjin as the busiest port in North China.' Dalian \vas quickly evolving 

from one of the dustiest and more dreary of 'boom towns" into a major cosmopoiitan city and 

showcase of Japanese colonialism. For many arrivals the port offered the chance for a new life 

filled with opportunities that were not possible at home, whether it lay across the Yellow Sea in 

Japan, or  across the Bo Hai Gulf in Shandong Province.' 

The End of the 'War of the Rising Sun and Tumbling Bear' 

Before addressing the administration and development of lapan's new possession in 

southern Manchuria it is necessary to return to the closing months of the Russo-Japanese War 

and the peace negotiations that transferred the Russian leasehold to Japanese rule. On 5 

December 1904 Lieutenant-General Anatole Stoessel, the Russian commander at Lüshun (Port 

Arthur), surrendered the fortress to General Nogi Maresuke. commander of the Japanese Third 

A m y  in southern Manchuria. after a horrific s i s  month ~ e i g e . ~  It was now clear to man- 

' RQLSS. 739: and Annual Repon  for the Year 19 10. Sir Claude MacDonald. Britain's 
Ambassador to Japan. Febmap 16, 19 1 1 .  FO 88 1 i9892. In BDF.4. Vol. 9.207-9, 

' For an early description of Dalian after the Japanese acquired the Guandong leasehoid see 
Annual Report of H.C. Lowther. June 28. 1907. FO 88 119036ii). In BDFA. Vol. 9.20. 

'' It should be noted that during the tint few years the Iapanese authorities had a great deal of 
dificulty atuacting what they deemed to be 'suitable immigrants- From the home islands. and on several 
occasions sent delegations from the Dalian Chamber of Commerce CO Tokyo to ask for assistance in 
recruiting new businesses and residents. (See Annual Report for the Year 1907, Sir Claude MacDonald, 
Arnbassador to Japan. FO 88 1/92 18 ( i ) .  In BDFA. VOL. 9.60; and Annual Report for the Year 1909. Sir 
Claude MacDonald, Britain's Ambassador to Japan. FO 88 1/94] 7 (i). In BDFA, Vol. 9, 106.) 

During the seige of Port Arihur the Russian defenders suffered over thirty-one thousand 
casualties, whiIe the Japanese lost slightly more than sixty thousand, For a general account of the seize see 
Connaughton, The War of th2 Rising Sun and Tumbling Bear., 168-207; and for a Japanese account see 
Sakurai Tadayoshi's, Human Buffets: A Soldier's Stu~+? ofPort -4rihur (New York: Houghton Mimin, 
1907). 



observers that Tsarist Russia's days in southern Manchuria were nurnbered. With the loss of its 

southern military headquarters. and the hundreds of officers and thousands of soldiers chat u.ere 

stationed there, the Russian High Command was forced to rethink its strategy of attempting to 

hold the Japanese army on the Liaodong Peninsula, and to adopt a more defensive posture farrher 

north. The Russian debacie that had occurred at Liaoyang in the autumn of 1904 further 

emphasized the seriousness of the loss of Pon A r t h ~ r , ~  and during the winter of 1904-05 the 

Russian arrny in southern Manchuria struggled to regroup and retreated to the original capital of 

the Manchus, and now railway centre. the walled city of Shenyang (Mukden). With their forces 

on the Liaodong Peninsula now freed after their victory at Lüshun, the japanese generals turned 

their full attention to capturing this Iast Russian stronghold north of the Liao River. 

In F e b r u q  1905, the five lapanese amies in Manchuria, numbering more than 400.000 

men. began to encircle Shenyang. General Alesei Kuropatkin. supreme commander of the 

Russian forces in Manchuria. had hoped that the rnountains surrounding the city would prevent 

his opponents from outflanking him during the difficult winter months. By early March, 

however, the Japanese amies under the command of Field Marshall Oyama Iwao. had succeeded 

in enveloping the Russian defenders and were preparing to launch their final assault. The final 

phase of the battle for Mukden took place behwen March 7 and 9. and when the violent dust 

storm that had descended on the city finally died down General Oyama was able to report to his 

superiors in Tokyo that his army had "completely attained its objective."' The land war in 

Manchuria was now over. 

6 Connaughton, The War of the Rising Sun and Tumbling Bear.. 208-26. 

7 Connaughton, The War ofthe Rising Sun and Tumbling Bear., 235 .  

89 



Although they could rejoice at having defeated Kuropatkin and his Russian amies. the 

Japanese High Command in Tokyo was increasingly anxious about the war b'. the spring of 

1905. The manpower base in Japan was exhausted and so too was the national treasuq-. which 

was devoting more than half of the country's annual revenues to the war effon. If the conflict 

with Russia was not brought to a quick conclusion, many Japanese admirals, generals and 

politicians feared that al1 their gains could be 10st.~ n i e  American President, Theodore 

Roosevelt, was approached by representatives of the Japanese Foreign Ministry in June to act as 

both a host and mediator in peace negotiations with the Tsar's government. Despite the fact that 

no Russian temtory had yet been los? in the war, the govemment in St. Petersburg quickly agreed 

to meet the Japanese delegation in Portsmouth. New Hampshire, in eariy August. before their 

situation deteriorated fur~her .~  

The Treaty of Portsmouth and the Sino-Japanese Treaty o f f  eking (Beijing) 

The Qing court was extremely concemed about the peace settlement that \vas being 

drafied aboard the Mqflower in Portsmouth. Although the? had declared China's neutralip at 

the start of the war, the Manchus in Beijing feared for the future of their ancestral homelands. 

Despite the fears of Japanese agression in Korea and Manchuria. however. Chinese opinion had 

shified during the war from being anti-Japanese and pro-Russian in the aftermath of the Triple 

Connaughton, The War of the Rising Sun and Tumbling Bear., 227; and Immanuel C.Y. Hsu, 
"Late Ch'ing Foreign Relations, 1866- 1905." in The Cambridge Hisroy of China- Volume I 1: Lare Ch 'hg ,  
1800- 191 1, eds. John K. Faubank, and Kwang-ching Liu (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1980), 
140. 

It should be noted that Russia's Baltic fleet, under the command of Admiral Zinovi 
Rozhdestvenski, had recently suffered a humiliating, and almost total, defeat at the Battle of Tsushima, in 
May 1905, hvther crippling the Tsar's war effon in the Pacific. (See: Connaughton. The /Var qf the Rising 
Sun and Tumbling Bear., 260-70.) 



Intervention. to anti-Russian and pro-Japanese. In July 1905. the prominent provincial official 

and imperial adviser. Zhang Zhidong (Chang Chih-tung)1° submitted the follmving appraisal of 

the situation to the court: 

It is utterly impossible that Japan would r e m  ail the special privileges she has seized in 
Manchuria. But if she take too much she would violate her eadier pledge and incur the jealousy 
of [the] European Powers. This she would not do. [In saying] she is for China, Japan is in fact for 
hersetf, for a strong Japan needs the preservation of China. Russia only wants to deceive China 
and swallow her up; it is purely a case of hurting us and benefiting themseives .... Hence, regardless 
of the final peace terms, whatever rights Japan obtains in the East are far preferable to Russian 
gains." 

In the summer of 1905, many prominent Qing officiais hoped that if Japan pushed maners too far 

in the coming peace talks in America, the Western Powers would intemene as they had a decade 

earl ier. 

The Russian delegates in Portsmouth were not optimistic about the support they could 

expect from their Western cousins. Japan had recently entered into an alliance with Britain (30 

January 1902)' and the American government seemed willing to sign an accord granting Japan a 

vinual 'free hand' in Korea." Even the cheering crowds that greeted Japan's chief delegate. the 

Hamard alumnus and distinguished diplomat. Baron Kornura lutare, when he arrived in New 

Hampshire seemed to bode il1 for St. Petersburg. Sergei Witte. the ever- present Minister of 

Finance. led the Russian delegation and presented his brief to the conference on 6 August. Witte 

reiterated that Tsar Nicholas had na interest in opposing Japan's position in Korea, provided that 

'O  See Hummel ed., Erninent Chinece of the Ch 'ing Period., Vol. 1. 27-32; and Howard L. 
Boorman ed., Biographical Diciionary ofRepublican China, Vol. 1 (New York: Columbia University 
Press. 1967), 4 1-6. 

" Translated and quoted in Hsu, "Late Ch'ing Foreign Relations." 140. 

" See N ish, The Angio-Japanese Alliance: The Dipiomacy of Two Island Empires, 1894- 1907 
(1:  966): and Connaughton, The CVar ofthe Rising Sun and Tumbling Bear., 272. 



the 'Hermit Kingdom' remain independent, but as to the concessions of either Russian territory 

or an indemnity, that these were issues over which Russiô was prepared to continue ihe u ar." 

Baron Komura then presented the Japanese peace terms: that Japan's interests in Korea would be 

absolute; that Russia was to  vacate Manchuria: that the 'spoils of war' (Le. Russia's special 

treaty rigtits in southem Manchuria, particularly the Guandong leasehold) be transferred to the 

victon; that the island of Sakhalin be ceded to Japan; and finally, that an indemnity for the cost 

of the war be charged to the losers." The conference appeared to have met with a staiemate. as 

neither Witte nor Komura seemed willing to retreat from their respective positions on the issues 

of Sakhalin and the indemnity-which the Japanese were proposing could total over two billion 

yen." For almost two weeks nothing happened at the peace talks, but in America. the host nation. 

public opinion began to support the more 'reasonable' Russian position. Komura informed 

Tokyo that the Russians were adamani on these two points and that Roosevelt was becoming 

increasingty annoyed that a settlement was not being reached. After more than three weeks of 

bitter negotiations the Japanese government decided to drop their demands for an indemnity. and 

to reduce the territorial concession to onIy the southem half of Sakhalin island. which was 

subsequently renamed Karafuto." On 5 September the Treaty of Portsmouth was signed by Witte 

l 3  See Eugene P. Trani. The Treoty of Porrsmourh. An Advenrure in Arnerican Dipfornacy 
(Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1969), 1 12-3; Raymond A. Esthus. Double Eagfe and Rising 
Sun. The Russiam and Japanese ar Portsmouth in 1905 (Durham: Duke University Press, 1 988). 10 1 -8: 
and Connaughton, The War ofrhe Rising Sun and Tumbling Bear., 272-3. 

" Esthus. Double Eagfe and Rising Sun.. 15 and 19-20: and Connaughton. The War ofrhz Rising 
Sun and Tumbling Beu., 272-3. 

" Esthus, Double Eagk and Rising Sun., 109- 10. 

l 6  Okarnoto Shumpei. The Japonese Oligorchy and the Ruso-Japanese War (New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1970), 1 12-8 and 124. 



and Baron Roman Rosen on behalf of Tsar Nicholas. and Barons Komura and Takahiro K~goro 

on behalf of the Meiji Emperor. The Russo-Japanese War was over, but the creation of the 

Japanese empire in Northeast Asia was only beginning. 

The fifteen articles of the Treaty of Portsmouth dealt with four major issues: 1 )  that 

Russia recognize Japan's political, economic and military preeminence in Korea; 2) that within a 

period of eighteen months both nations would withdraw their remaining troops fiom Manchuria; 

3)  that the southern half of Sakhalin be ceded in perpetuity to Japan; and 4) that Manchuria be 

returned to China. with the exception of the Guandong leasehold and the southem section of the 

region's railway which Russia agreed to cede to Japan subject to Beijing's approval.17 The cities 

of Dalian. Lüshun and Jinzhou, together with the dozens of villages on the Liaodong Peninsula, 

were transferred to Japan under the terms of articles five and six of the treav. Witte's visions of 

ii prosperous transportation and commercial enclave in southem Manchuria were now being 

dreamt in Tokyo. and al1 that was requircd to turn the dream hto reality was to secure China's 

approval. 

The transfer of both the Guandong leasehold and the Russian railway rights in southem 

Manchuria was conditional upon Japan gaining the consent of the Qing court. A Japanese 

delegation. therefore. was dispatched to Beijing in the autumn of 1905 to validate the terms of 

the treaty that had been signed in Ponsmouth. Again Baron Komura Jutarô was appointed to be 

the principal Japanese envoy, and after alrnost three months of talks he succeeded in negotiating 

nvo supplementary agreements with the Chinese govemment. Signed by Komura and the Qing's 

" For the complete English translation of the treaty see MacMurray. Treaties and Agreemenfs 
with and Concerning China., Vol. 1 ,  532-8. The best review o f  the terms of the Treaty o f  Portsmouth 
remains Carl Walter Young's. The international Relations ofManchuria., ( 1  929), 49-57. 



representatives fiom the Office of Foreign Affairs (Zongli Yamen). Prince Qing (Yi Kuang [I- 

k'uang])", Ju Hongji (Ch'ü Hung-chi)'' and Yuan Shikai. on 22 Decem ber 1905. the Sino- 

Japanese Treaty of Peking [Beijing] and the Additional Sino-Japanese Agreement provided for 

the legal transfer to Japanese control of  both the former Russian leasehold and the southern 

branch of the region's ra i l~ay.~ ' '  

The 'Legality' of the LeasehoId and Japanese CoIonial Rule 

During the 1 WOs, following Japan's renewed aggression in Manchuria and the creation 

of the Puppet state of Manzhouguo, many Western Powers and Chinese nationalists be,  an to 

question the legality of  Japan's special position in the region." Although hindsight provided a 

clear view of the continuity in the expansion of Japanese influence. it must be emphasized that in 

the early years of the twentieth century Japan was playing by the established and accepted rules 

of international treaty Iaw and territorial acquisition. Japan had been denied its spoils of war in 

1895 by the plotting Germans. Russians and French, and afier the Russo-Japanese War a decade 

later Tokyo was determined to secure quickly a legal basis for its new possessions. The Trean; of 

Portsmouth and the Sino-Japanese Treaty of Peking laid the legal fondat ion upon which Japan 

'' See Hummel ed.. Emnenr Ch;nae of the Ch'ing Period., Vol. 2, 964-5. 

l 9  See Hummel ed.. Erninenr Chinese of the Ch 'ing Period.. Vol. 2.674:  and Booman ed.. 
Biographical Dictionav ofRepublican China.. Vol. 1 (1967). 302. 

'O See MacMurray. Treafies and Agreernenrs nith and Concerning China., Vol. 1. 549-55: and 
Young, The Inrermtional Relations of Manchuria., 57-6 1 .  

2' See Car1 Walter Young, Japan i Special Position in Manchuria: ILS Assertion. Legd 
Interpreration, and Presenr Meaning (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 193 1); Thomas A. Bisson, Basic 
Treary Issues in Manchuria Berween Japan and China (New York: Foreign Policy Association, 193 1); Hsü 
Shu-hsi, Japan 's Rights und Position in Manchuria, Yenching Political Science Series. no. 19 (Peiping: 
Yenching University, 1932); and Hsü, The Manchurian Question (Peiping: Yenching University, 193 1 ). 



- - 
would continue to build in southern Manchuria over the course of the next menty-tïve years.-- 

Even in 1915. when Japan forced China to agree to many of the infamous henty-one Demands 

and to sign the Secret Sino-Japanese Treav. Tokyo was still working within a grey area of the 

tenets of international law. According to the tems of the original 1898 Sino-Russian Treary and 

the subsequent 1905 treaties and agreements that had been signed with Russia and China. the 

Guandong leasehold was to revert to Chinese mle  in the spring of 1923 unless both the lessor 

and lessee agreed to an extension? By securing. admittedly in a threatening manner. President 

Yuan Shikai's approval for an seventy-four year extension to the original Russian lease of the 

Liaodong Peninsula Japan was attempting to hide its aggression behind the increasingly wom 

veiI of international treap law.'" 

During the first decade of Japanese rule on the Liaodong Peninsula, Tokyo's actions 

were less agressive than they would become afier 19 15. as Japan sought to integrate the 

Guandong territory and particularly the city of Dalian. into the established treaty port system. 

On 30 May 1907 an agreement was signed in Beijing establishing a branch of the Chinese 

Imperia1 Maritime Customs Office in Dal ian." A similar administrative treaty was drafied in 

? 1 

-- Carl Walter Young. Japan 's JurlsLirctrort and /nrernarronal Legal Posirion rn Manchuria. 
I.Qlume One: Japanese Jurisd~ctron rn riie Sorrtherr; ;Ltanchurtu Radway Areas (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
Press, 193 1 ), 69-70; and Young, The Inrernarronal Relarrons of,Vfanchuria., 49-6 1 .  

'j See article three of the Sino-Russian Treaty of 27 March 1898. in MacMurray. Trearies ond 
Agreemenis wirh and Concerning China.. Vol .  1 .  1 19-20; and Carl Walter Young. The Internarional Legal 
Sratus of the Kwanrung Leased Territon* (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press. 193 1 ), 1604. 

" On the issue of the various treaties regarding southem Manchuria in the late nineteenth and 
early wentieth centuries see Kao Y ing-t'ang. "The Lease Conventions in China," Chinese Social and 
Political Science Review 1 2 4  ( 1928): 5 16-42. 

" MacMumy. Trearies and Agreements wNh and Concerning China.. Vol .  1. 634-9;  and Young, 
The In rernarional Relarions of Manchuria.. 84 -8 8. 



October 1908 allowing Japan to la? a telegraph cable between the Guandong leasehold and 

Yantai (ZhifodChefoo) on the Shandong Penin~ula.'~ Although these agreements ma' not appear 

at first to be overly important, they do serve to demonstrate the point that Japan carefulIy 

constnicted a legal frarnework by which its leasehold in southem Manchuria was administered." 

By constantly consulting and drafting agreements with the Chinese government, Japan's actions 

during their early period of rule in the Guandong temtory stand in sharp contrast to its iater 

disregrd for the principles of international law. Prior to the late 1920s even the most ardent 

supporters of Japanese expansion reluctantly recognized that Dalian and the Guandong leasehold 

were simply that, a leased possession. and not an annexed colony. This recognition of China's 

tacit control over the Liaodong Peninsula was eventually 'forgotten' in the years to foilow. but in 

the period immediateiy following the Russo-Japanese War few would pub1 icly admit to 

harbouring any thoughts of complete Japanese control. 

Japanese Administration in the Guandong Leasehold 

Apart from the city of Jinzhou. where Chinese authorities were allowed to retain a local 

independent p o k e  force and administration. Japan had acquired the right to govern the 

Guandong leasehold and to defend the southem Manchuria railway in the terrns of the 1905 

trea~ies.'~ During the Russo-Japanese War. in an anempt to bring order to the Liaodong 

Peninsula, the Imperia1 General Headquarters in Tokyo issued Order No. 14 12, on 15 August 

26 See MacMurray , Treaties and Agreements with and Concerning China.. Vol. 1.760-4; and 
Young, The fnternational Relations of Manchuria.. 82-4. 

17 Young, The International Legal Statu of the Kwantung Leased Territory, 50-73. 

With regards to the unique situation in Jinzhou the reader is referred to RQLSS, 57-67 and 120- 
1 : and Young, The International Relations of Manchuria., 88.  



1904. establishing the Liaodong Garrison k m > - .  Headquartered on the outskirts of Jinzhou. this 

force was instructed to return stabilih to the regicsn. to stop looting by the local population. and 

to begin repairs of the roads, rail-lines and harbour at Dalian. Lieutenant General Kamio Akira. 

the Chief of Staff of the Liaodong garrison, was soon charged with another responsibility when. 

in February 1905, he was appointed to be Commissioner of the Dalian Military and 

Administrative Govemment. General Kamio's prirnary duty was to return the port of Dalian to 

its prewar capabilities. For the next six months the Dalian Miiitary and Administrative 

Government (renamed the General Civil and Administrative Board on 23 June) worked with 

local units of Japanese military engineers to corn plete al1 repairs to the harbour's facilities and 

the rail tracks on the penins~la.'~ By September when the peace treaty was signed. the Japanese 

military authorities had already accomplished a great deal toward restoring the port of Dalian to 

its prewar status as one of the best harbours in iu'orth China.'' 

Two weeks afier the Treat of Portsmouth was signed. the Guandong Milita? 

Government (Kant6 Saokrt-fi), headed by a new Viceroy, GeneraI Oshima Yoshimasa, was 

established at Liaoyang. Under the control of the Manchurian A m y  (Manshugun). the Guandong 

Milita- Government was charged with the responsibif ity of not only defending the leasehold 

and the region's railway. but also supervising the regular administration of the Liaodong 

Peninsula." The strength of this garrison force amounted to two army divisions stationcd in 

Dalian and Lüshun. To supplement this force of approximately eleven thousand men, General 

l9 RQLSS, 40: and OKG (1926 ed.), 3-4. 

'O See RQLSS, 39-25. 

'' Coox, "The Kwantung A m y  Dimension." 396. 

97 



Oshima ordered that a regional military pot ice force be established to assist in controlling Japan's 

new possession in southern Manchuria. Units of this new force were stationed in Dalian. Lüshun. 

Jinzhou. Dandong, and even in Shenyang and Liaoyang, which, although they were outside the 

leasehold's boundaries, were still in the hands of the withdrawing .Japanese m i e s  and. 

therefore, subject to the problems of desertion, Iooting and generaI disturbances. 

Almost a year to the day afier the signing of the Treaty of Portsmouth, the Japanese 

cabinet announced that Imperia1 Ordinance No. 196 was disbanding the Guandong Milita? 

Govemment and replacing it with the Guandong Govemment-General (Kant6 Totoko-fi). The 

Japanese administration in southem Manchuria was thereby removed fiom the control of the 

Imperia1 General Headquarters and placed in the hands of the Foreign Ministry." General 

Oshima retained the top post in the Guandong leasehold, now that of the Govemor-General, 

along with direct command over ail military maners in the region. AI1 matters not pertaining to 

the reoion's w defense. however. were now to be administered by four departments and their staff 

of trained colonial bureaucrats. The Police, Finance, General Affairs and Public Works. and 

Justice Bureaus a11 reported to the Civil Administration Department which was overseen by the 

Govemor-General, but overall they were self-contained administrative units that had little to do 

with the leasehold's military structure.'' This fusion of military and civil units. which operated 

under the Governor-General (always a Lieutenant-General or hiIl General on active duty). 

provided a solid base for the region's administration, but they were not enouph. To handle the 

responsibility of developing the region's economy and railway, an additional structure was 

'' Young, The Inrernarional Relufions ofManchuria.. 65-6; OKG (1926 ed.), 3: Coox, '.me 
Kwantung A m y  Dimension," 397; and RQLSS, 7 1-2. 

33 ROP ( 1929 ed.), 54-5; and RQLSS, 7 1. 



created: the South Manchuria Railway Cornpan'.. 

The South Manchuria Railway Company 

Organized in the summer of 1906,Y the SMR held irs first public meeting in Tokyo on 

26 November. Goto Shimpei, the architect and first govemor of the Japanese colony of Taiwan. 

was introduced as the President, with Nakamura Seka assuming the post of  Vice-President of the 

new joint stock ~ornpany.~'  The managing Mantersu directors quickly devised a straregy for 

developing southem Manchuria's economy and investing their initial capital of  200 million yen. 

in the winter of 1906-07, the SMR negotiated with the Army Ministry for the transfer of the 

railway to Company control. and at the same time purchased fifty thousand tons of steel railway 

cars from the United States. By the sumrner of 1907. the SiVR was busily rebuilding the railway 

to meet the conventionaI American railway gauge of four feet eight and one-half inches. 

constructing warehouses and docks in DaIian, and assisting in the administration of the towns 

and cities in the Guandong leasehold." 

Throughout the next decade the SMR gret\ to become a second unofficial government in 

the Guandong leasehoid. Under the texms of their incorporation, the Manretsu authorit ies, 

headquartered in Dalian afier March 1907. were responsible for governing the numerous towns 

and cities that their railway passed through. aiong uith managing the region's ports. mines, 

'' See The Japon Times. July 14. August 1 1 and 15. 1906: Myers. "Japanese lmperialisrn in 
Manchuria," 104-5; and Young, The International Relations of Manchuria., 62-3- For full translations of 
"hperial Ordinance No. 142: Sanctioning the Organization of the SMR," and "The Articles of 
Incorporation of the South Manchuria Raiiway joint Stock Company." see MacMurray, Treaties and 
Agreements with and Concerning China., Vol.  1 , 5 5 5 -  6 and 559-63 respectively. 

35 ROP (1 929 ed.), 65-8. 

36 Myen, "Japanese lmperialism in Manchuria." 105-6; RQLSS. 124; Adachi. Manchitrio: A 
Survey, 1 14-8 and 125-6; and Young, The International Relations ofManchurio., 62-4. 



watenvorks. electric power plan&. educational facilities and h~spi ta ls . '~  The SMR was more than 

a large commercial enterprise. it was also an assistant colonial administration. Dalian. because of 

its crucial position in the region's transportation system and as so much of the ci- was located 

within the bounded territory along the tracks of the railway, was one of the principal sites of 

hiantersu invohernent. During the period between 1906 and 19 15, the Company invested 

millions of yen in not only the harbour and wharf facilities in Dalian, but also in the city's badly 

needed infrastructure. In fact, many foreign observers believed that the successful development 

of the pon city was due not to the governing of the Guandong authorities, but because of the 

ShdR's efforts to build a showcase for both the Company and Japanese colonialism.j8 

Together with the Civil Administration Department of the Guandong Govemment- 

General, the SMR oversaw much of the goveming of Dalian dunng the first decade of Iapanese 

rule. The South Manchuria Railway Company was "the sou1 that anirnated Dalian" during these 

earl? years.j9 The .Munrersu management provided funds for the buiIding and staffing of the 

c i c s  first elementary schools and hospital. and provided engineering expertise for the 

construction of the pon's sanitation, gas and electric systern~.~' By assuming responsibility for 

the difficult technical aspects of administering the leasehold's Iargest urban centre. the SMR 

allowed the Guandong administration io focus its efforts on matters that it was more equipped to 

handle, namely the region's defense. policing and justice. By the mid 19 1 Os, however. the forma1 

27 Adachi. Manchuria: -4 Sumej*. 125-3 1; and ROP ( 1  929 ed.). 82-92. 

38 See GBDCR ( 1  913, Report no. 5042). 18. 

j9  FER (August 19 14). 85. 

'O See FER (August 19 14). 85-92: FER (May 19 15). 50 1-3; and ROP ( 1929 ed.). 154-60 and 163- 
9. 



administrative structures could no longer ignore the fact that Dalian n.as a major ciry. whose 

influential Japanese trading community was demanding that rneasures be taken to ensure the 

future prosperity of the port's economy and that its voice be heard in municipal affairs. 

The Early Development of Daiian 

When the new governon of Dalian arrived in the faIl of 1905 they were impressed by the 

future possibilities for the city and port, but not by the condition in which they found Witte's 

'drearn town.' As previously mentioned, the streets of Dalian were a disaster. irnpossibly dusty 

during the summer and impassable mud pits in the spring and fall." While the SMR supenrised 

the paving of the city's roads between 1908 and 19 10. the Company's engineers and architects 

assisted the Guandong administration in the planning of Dalian's reconstruction." Fortunatel!, 

the old Russian plans had been captured in May 1904. when Dalny fell to General Nakamura's 

Third Division. and Japanese engineers now modified Sakharov's original blueprints. The new 

urban plan for Dalian called for construction efforts to be centred on the development of the 

city's harbour. a commercial and administrative showase downtown. and an industrial quaner 

in the West end.'; The key cornponent in this strategr was a neu electric tram route that would 

connect the town's growing periphery to the old core. By the early 19 1 Os much of the first stage 

of Dalian's reconstruction was complete. The trams had opencd for public use in September 

4 1 GBDCR (1907, Report no. 3857). 8. 

'" Koshizawa, Shokumin chi Murihüno toshr keikaku. 50-3;  Konishio. Porr o/Dairen. 4; and 
RQLSS, 426-7. 

'' For a full discussion of the urban planning of Dalian during the period of Japanese rule see 
K a n t ~ s h c  Ch6Dobokuka (Department of Public Works. Govemrnent of the Guandong Territory), comp. 
ûcziren coshi kekaku garyo(A Sumrnary of Dairen's City Planning) (Dairen: Dairen-shi yakusho. 1938) 
[DSDAG H 1 3 51. 



191 0. the new Guandong Civil Administration headquaners was almost finished, and the 

glorious Yamato Hotel was accepting reservations." 

The construction of the SMR's railway factory at Shahekou was the greatest engineering 

and managerial achievernent of the first decade of Japanese mle was . ï h e  factoty opened in the 

fa11 of 19 1 1, at a cost of over four million yen. Shahekou was a ciry within a city, enclosing a 

total area of more than four hundred acres and employing several thousand Chinese and Japanese 

machinists. mechanics, and labouren." Just as the SMR was building the urban infrastructures 

and social services in Dalian, so too was it doing on a smaller scale in the Shahekou colony. Not 

only were residential quarters constructed to house most of the Japanese workers and their 

families, but schools, a hospital, a post office and three public baths also dotted the Mantetsu 

compound. Shahekou's Chinese employees, however, did not enjoy these benefits of working for 

the SMR. They continued to live either in the small shanty town that had grown up south of the 

ivharves. or in Xiaogangzi-the growing Chinese neighbourhood between Shahekou and 

DaIian's downtown  ore.''^ Even at this early date it was evident to a11 that hvo cities were being 

built: one to be enjoyed by Dalian's Japanese and small Western communities, and the other to 

be coped with by the city's Chinese majoril. 

Despite the inequities that existed benveen the lives of Dalian's Japanese and Chinese 

populations, the city continued to be a preferable alternative for rnany fleeing the poverty and 

" FER (August 19 I4), 85: and RQLSS. 432-3. 

'' FER (August 19 14). 85-96: and MDNMS, September 1. 1929. 

46 FER (August 19 14). 86. 



instabilie of life in rural Nonh China." Tens of thousands of Chinese migrants arrived and 

settled in Dalian between 1905 and 191 5 (Table 2.1). While rnost Japanese who settled in Dalian 

did so along with their immediate family mernbers, the majority of Chinese arrivals were young. 

single. and overwhelmingly male. By 191 1 the gender ratio among Dalian's Japanese population 

was approximately 120 males for evec  100 fernaies. while the same ratio for the ci@s Chinese 

cornmunity was significantly less balanced. with males outnumbering fernales twù ro one (Table 

2.2). Dalian's Chinese city was a bachelor town. cornprised mainly of migrant or seasonal 

i 

" On the lure of the Guandong leasehold for Chinese fiom Shandong during the Republican 
period see Myers and Ulie, "Foreign Influence and Agicultural Development in Northeast China.," 329- 
30. 

Table 2.1: The Population of Dalian, 1906-1915 

Y ear 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 
L 

191 1 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Japanese 
Males 

5,419 

5.3 25 

10.673 

1 3.752 

13,696 

15.2 17 

17,222 

19.032 

20,153 

20,922 
Sources: GBDCR 

Chinese 
Malm 

9,629 

20,302 

27,244 

37,394 

3 8.34 1 

40,992 

50.480 

5 1.497 

58.209 

57.186 
no. 2854). 

Foreign 
Males 

14 

14 

28 

30 

63 

77 

1 04 

94 

76 

90 
( 1  94 1 ed.). 6-7. 

Japanese 
Females 

2,952 

3,024 

6.250 

8,7 14 

9,572 

1 1,875 

1 3,492 

14.990 

1 6.3 44 

17,480 
(1907, Report 

Chinese 
Females 

1 ,O4 1 

10,132 

13,104 

19'7 14 

20,049 

2 1,770 

23,343 

24.480 

26,080 

26.210 
8: and KKJT 

Foreign 
Females 

9 

9 

26 

17 

24 

34 

38 

3 1 

35 

45 

Total 

19,064 

38.896 

57.325 

79.63 1 

8 1.745 

89.965 

104.679 

110.124 

130.897 

12 1.993 



Table 2.2: Males per 100 Females in Dalian, 1906-1915 

labourers who rarely stayed more than a few years. There were, however, other  Chinese settlers 

in Dalian who intended to make the city their permanent home. 

Thousands o f  Chinese merchants estabtished shops, restaurants and trading companies in 

Dalian almost as soon as the hostilities between Russia and lapan had ceased. The streets in the 

'Chinese quarter' o f  Xiaogangzi were soon lined with stores specializing in food stuffs, 

medicines and other consumables from the provinces of Shandong, Hebei and  even Zhejiang 

(Chekiang).48 Although life was not easy for the majority of Dalian's Chinese population, they 

did create a community that reminded them of their homes in the south. The  native place 

associations (huiguan)'19 that were active in Dalian beginning in the early 19 10s were central 

players in Dalian's transplanted Chinese cornrn~nity. '~ Migrants from Shandong and Hebei had 

their own provincial meeting or  comrnunity halls where local problems could be discussed and 

more importantly, persona1 and social connections maintained. The heads of these huiguan were 

ofien prominent merchants, whose financial contributions allowed the native-place associations 

See Dairen y- ( A  Handbook to Dairen) (Dairen: Tait6 nippô, 19 17); and Minami Mamhù 
tetsudü ryokc annai (1  920 ed.), 9- 12. 

1915 

120 
4 

218 

49 For a discussion of the importance of native-place associations in late imperial and Republican 
China see Goodman, Native Place, Ci', and Nation. Regional Nerworks and Idenfities in Shanghai. 1853- 
193 7 ( 1995). 

Sources: GBDCR (1907, Report no. 3854), 8; and WJT (194 1 ed.), 6-7. 

See Great Britain. Foreign Office. Historical Section, comp., Manchurio, Handbook no. 69 
(London: H.M. Stationery Office. 1920). 6 1. 

1911 

128 

188 

1909 

158 

190 

Year 

Japanese 

Chinese 

1912 

128 

216 

1907 

176 

201 

1910 

143 

191 

1906 

184 

925 

1908 

171 

208 

1913 

127 

210 

1914 

123 

223 



to provide relief to their members in times of crisis." Funeral expenses. travel funds and 

emergency loans were available to members of the huiguan. who were connected by bonds of 

family and piace. Dalian was where they now lived. but for many Chinese. home ~vould alwaps 

be the villages and towns of their birth. 

Growth of Trade Conducted at Dalian 

Immediately fotlowing the conclusion of the Russo-Japanese War, tens of thousands of 

Japanese arrived in the Guandong territory to seek their fortunes. In 1906 alone. over thirty 

thousand Japanese civilians disembarked at the newly-opened port of Dalian. The British 

Ambassador in Tokyo. Sir Claude MacDonald. reported that many of these Japanese were 

-'adventurers possessing little or no money."or women. "notoriously of the lowest type," who 

were there to service the withdrawing Manchurian Army." Commercial traders from Japan and 

China also flocked to Dalian. their boats filled with bolts of cotton textiles. d a m s  of kerosene. 

and boxes of foodstuffs and other consumables." In need of additional funds to finance the repair 

of the bustling harbour. the Guandong authorities petitioned Sir Robert Hart. the head of the 

Chinese Maritime Customs. to reopen the branch office and to share the revenues that would be 

collected on al1 imported goods." Han agreed to the Japanese proposa1 and the Dalian office was 

reopened on 1 July 1907. ImrnediateI'.. the customs officers in Dalian were overwheimed with 

" See Wu ed., Dongbei ren ivu zhi ( 1 93 1 ). 

" Annual Report for the Year 1907. Sir Claude MacDonald. Britain's Arnbassador to Japan. FO 
88 1 /92 18 ( i ) .  In BDFA. Vol. 9,62. Of the 30.000 who arrived in the spring and summer of 1906, more 
than 16,000 lefi the following year. having failed to find the proverbial pot of gold in southern Manchuria. 

53 NCH, September 7, 1906. 

''' See NCH, September 7. 1906: Robert Han. Leners of 3 and 17 February, 1906 (U1113 and 
1 1 15 respectively). in Fairbank, et al. eds.. The I.G. in Peking., Vol. 2, Docuiirent nos. 143 1 and 1433. 



work. recording more than four million pounds sterling of traffic during the next six months. On 

Dalian's docks and in the dozens of warehouses along the wharves were the goods of the local 

Chinese and Japanese merchants, as well as the new railway cars, engines and machinery that the 

SMR had ordered from ~merica." Within a period of less than two years. Dalian had become the 

commercial harbour of which its Russian planners had always drearned. 

The trade conducted at Dalian continued tc? grow throughout the first decade of Japanese 

rule (Table 2.3)? While the tonnage and vahe of imported goods did increase, the real sector of 

Table 2.3: Trade at the Port of Dalian, 1906-1913 (Pounds Sterling) 

Year 1 Irnport Trade (f) 1 Erport Trade (f) ( Trade Surplus/Deficit 1 

- - -  

1913 3.949.368 6.030.039 2.080.46 1 
Sources: ' Figures for 1906 taken from GBDCR ( 191 2 ,  Report no. 4789). 3. 

Trade figures for years 1907-19 1 1 found in GBDCK ( 19 13. Report no. 5042). 22-28. 
Figures for the years 19 12 and 19 I3 compiled from those in GBDCR ( 19 14. Report no. 5334), 

19-29. 

growth was the export of Manchuria's natural products, principally soya beans and coal. The first 
Ci 

direct shipment of soya beans to Europe occurred in 1908, when several thousand tons of 

unprocessed beans were purchased by British and Gerrnan fertilizer and chernical companies. 

'' GBDCR (19 13. R e p o ~  no. 5042). 2 1. 

s6 For a review of the early trade at Dalian see RQLSS. 267-70. 

1 O6 



This new market inspired dozens of lapanese companies to construct additional milis 

andwarehouses in Dalian in the hope that the bean trade would continue to grou,." The 

following year, soya bean oil was shipped to Europe for the first time. marking the beginning of 

what later observers termed the "Romance of the Soya B ~ ~ I I . ' ' ~ '  So successful was the neu. bean 

trade, that by eariy 1909 Dalian had surpassed the British treaty port of Y ingkou (Y ingkou.). w o  

hundred kilometres to the nonh. as the largest port in Manchu~ia .~~ 

Japanese shipping firms dominated the renewed trade at Dalian. In the period benveen 

1906 and 19 13, Japanese vessels handled approximately seventy percent of al1 ocean-borne trade 

conducted in southern Manchuria (Tables 2.4 and 2.5). British flrms, like Butterfield and 

TabIe 2.4: Nationalities of VesseIs Importing Goods through Port of DaIian, 1907-1913 
(In 1,000s of tonnes, and as % of total import trade.) 

57 RQLSS. 306-8. 

Year 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

See The South bhchurro Rorli,--. 3: and L.S. Palen. "The Romance of the Soya Bean." Asro 
(January 19 1 9), 68-74. 

59 GBDCR (19 12. Repon no. 4789). 5 :  and MDN. January 25. 19 13. 

Sources: Trade figures compiled from GBDCR ( 191 3. Repon no. 5042). 28-9; and GBDCR ( 19 14. Report 
no. 5334), 33. The 'other' nations referred in the above table were (in order of trade): Nonvay. France. 
Korea Sweden, Brazil, Denmark and Holland. 

Japan 

JO5 

945 

1.137 

1,193 

1,120 

1.236 

1,839 

K .  

114 

192 

272 

250 

257 

303 

262 

% of 
Total 

75.7 

75.2 

74.1 

68.6 

66.3 

65.8 

74.2 

China 

2 

67 

48 

87 

102 

107 

139 

of 
Total 

21.3 

15.1 

17.7 

14.4 

1 . 2  

16 1 

10.6 

O h  of 
Total 

0.4 

5.3 

3.1 

5.0 

6.0 

5.7 

5.6 

Ger- 
rnany 

5 

27 

4 8 

137 

168 

180 

193 

% of 
Total 

1.0 

2.1 

3 -2 

8.5 

9.9 

9.6 

7.8 

Rus- 
sia 

- 

- 7 

3 

2 

1 
.- . 

1 

2 

Other 

9 

26 

27 

59 

43 

50 

43 

Total 

535 

1.269 

1.535 

1.738 

1.693 

1.877 

2.378 



Table 2.5: Nationalities of Vessels Exporting Goods through Port of Dalian, 1907-1913 
(In 1,000s of tonnes, and as % of total export trade.) 

no. 5334), 33. The 'other' nations referred in the above table were (in order of trade): Norway. France. 
Korea. Sweden. Brazil, Denrnark and Holland. 

Year 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Swire had entered the Dalian trade in 1906, as soon as the pon was reopened for commercial 

usage. but by the mid 19 10s were beginning to see their market share drop as German and 

Sources: Trade figures compiled from GBDCR (19 13, Report no. 5042), 28-9; and GBDCR (19 14, Report 

Iapan 

399 

953 

1,138 

1,187 

1,117 

1.229 

1,842 

Chinese companies fought for a larger piece of the pie. 

Despite their success in dominating the southem Manchurian trade. Japanese merchants 

% o f  
Total 

77.7 

73.1 

72.9 

67.4 

66.3 

65.9 

74.7 

and shipping cornpanies in Dalian by 1913 were beginning to believe that the pon could not 

remain cornpetitive unless customs fees were greatl y reduced. In the summer of 19 1 3, Japanese 

merchants unsuccessfully petitioned the Guandong authorities to deciare Dalian a 'free port.'w 

This was the first incident in which local Japanese business concerns came into open conflict 

%of 
Total 

0.4 

7.7 

4.6 

6.4 

6.0 

5.7 

5.2 

China 

2 

101 

72 

113 

102 

106 

127 

U.K. 

102 

195 

272 

252 

254 

300 

266 

with the strategy of the colonial authorities. The Guandong government refused to consider the 

idea of eliminating the tariffs charged by the Chinese Maritime Customs because of the revenues 

' %of  
Tom1 

19.8 

15.0 

17.4 

14.3 

15.1 

6 

10.8 

that were being derived from the import fees. When the First World War erupted the following 

Ger- 
many 

3 

27 

48 

147 

166 

179 

192 

'O MDN, June 21, 1913. 

% o f  
Total 

0.5 

2.1 

3.1 

8.3 

9.9 

9.6 

7.8 

Rus- 
sia 

- 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 3 

Other 

8 

27 

30 

59 

43 

50 

38 

Total 

5 14 

1,305 

1,561 

1.761 

1.684 

1.865 

2.466 



surnrner. Dalian's Japanese merchants again clashed with the local authorities over the increase 

in their insurance prerniums. which the traders felt the leasehold's administration should 

subsidi~e.~' When the Guandong government refused to meet with the representatives of the 

Dalian Japanese Charnber of Commerce, local importers and shippers held a public rally near the 

city's docks demanding that the authorities take measures to protect their iivelihood. By the rnid 

1 9 1 Os Dalian's Japanese merchants had become an organized, pol itical vo ice in the local 

community and were beginning to challenge the leasehold's administrators when they felt that 

their econom ic interests were threatened. 

The Emergence of Local Japanese Merchant Interests 

The IocaI Japanese rnerchan t commun ity- successful ly pressured the Guandong 

eovernment in the winter of 19 12- 13 to subsidize a display of the leasehold's products at a major - 
colonial exhibition in Osaka the following April. Several petitions were presented to the 

Guandong government in January 19 13 demanding that suitable funds be made available to local 

traders wishing to participate in the commercial fair." The frugal colonial administration finally 

relented to this pressure and allocated over a hundred thousand yen to the construction of an 

exhibit and the production of a short film on life and business in Dalian.6' When the colonial 

exhibition opened on 15 April, the Guandong leasehold's business representatives were pleased 

that their dispiay was twice the size of either the Korean or Taiwanese exhibits, colonies that 

were supposedly far more important in the growing Japanese empire. 

- - -- -- - - - - - 

" MDN, August 27. 19 14. 

MDN, January 6 and 14. 19 1 3.  

63 MDN, March 5 ,  19 13. 



Dalian's growing Japanese merchant communie \vas represented by two major 

organizations prior to 1 9 1 5: the Dairen (Dalian) Club. and the city 's Sanita- Union. Founded in 

1909. the Dairen Club Iiad a membership of approximately nvo hundred pcrsons. amongst them 

many of the pon's most prom inent Japanese merchants, banken and Manrotsu managers." While 

the Guandong authorities were responsible for the defense of the leasehold and for maintaining 

law and order, it was these local community leaders who really made the port city an economic 

success. Through their efforts to develop trade with not only the home islands, but also Europe. 

America and China. the Japanese merchants of Dalian were the catalyst for growth during the 

early ~ e a r s . ~ '  Admittedly, the South Manchuria Railway and its subsidiaries played an important 

role in the diversification of the leasehold's economy, but prior to the 1920s Dalian was a 

commercial pon and not an industrial city. The port's early growth was due to the export of the 

region's natural resources and agricultural products. a trade which was Largely supervised by the 

members of the Dairen Club. This organization, the supervisory body of the town's Japanese 

Chamber of Commerce. served not only as an unofficial poiitical voice for Dalian's rising 

Japanese middle class. but aiso as a social club and benevolence society. Much like the various 

provincial and county huiguan in the city's Chinese cornmunitv, the Dairen Club was the nexus 

for both personal and commun ity relations and business. Many important business connections 

could only be made through participation in the club, and its members supervised rnany of the 

cultural and social activities for the city's Japanese redents .  In 1914, for example, the Dairen 

Club played a central role in the erection of the bronze statue of General Oshima Yoshimasa, the 

- - - - - . - . -. 

6j MDN, June 2, 1913. 

65 MDN, June 26, 19 14. 



firn Governor-General of the Guandong leasehold. in the citfs 'Great P l a ~ a . ' ~  

While the Dairen Club was primarily concerned with matters relating to trade and 

business, those interested in the governing of the city of Dalian were ofien members of the local 

Sanitary Union. Established in 1908, this organization was responsible for overseeing the 

collection and disposal of the tens of thousands of galions of 'night soil' that were produced each 

week by the city's population. Over the next seven years the Sanitary Union also assumed 

responsibility for the collection of sanitary rates and for the maintenance of the c i l ' s  water 

system. By the mid 1910s. however, it was clear that the maintenance of a key cornponent of 

Dalian's infrastructure had grown too big to be administered solely by this volunteer association. 

Many prominent rnembers of the local Japanese community were also beginning to lobby for a 

voice in the goveming of the municipality, which now had a population of over one-hundred 

thousand people. in July 19 15. the Guandong government .therefore, announced that a new 

municipal office would be established? 

Dalian's First Municipal Elections, Autumn 1915 

Although they recognized that they would have to grant some power to Dalian's rising 

lapanese middie class. the conservative militas officers and colonial bureaucrats in the 

Guandong government did not wish to relinquish too much of their authority. The compromise 

that was finally proposed was that the port city's new municipal council would consist of thirty 

aldenneri, half of which would be appointed by the Governor-General, and the other half elected 

' MDN. September 1. 19 14. 

MDN. July 22. 19 15. 



by Dalian's Japanese adult male pop~lation. '~ When Dalian's city council met for the first tirne 

folloning the 1 October elections. the following aidermen N ere present: three senior hfanreuu 

managers. two managing directors of local banks, seven prominent business owners. two 

Chinese leaders of the Shandong provincial huiguan, and one member of the Guandong 

government, ail àppointed by the Governor-General; and fifieen Japanese merchants and 

professionals (one doctor, and a lawyer), elected by the city's eligible voters- The first task for 

this new body was to select a mayor to head the municipaI government. A compromise 

candidate. suitable to both the administration's nominated representatives and the 'popularly' 

elected aldermen, finaliy emerged afier three rounds of voting. The city's first mayor was 

Ishimoto Kitaro. the former leader of the Dairen Resident's Council (a subcommittee of the 

Dairen Club) and now member of the Guandong admini~tra t ion.~~ Mayor Ishimoto agreed to 

accept the position and instructed the council to disband the old sanitary union and begin 

planning for the future development of the c ih ' s  infrastructure and trade. 

The mayor. a close personal friend of Govemor-General Nakamura Satom. held most of 

the reai political power in the new city council. As head of Dalian's municipal govemment. the 

mayor could veto al1 resolutions which he believed ran counter to the leasehold's laws. would 

injure public welfare. o r  that were inconsistent with the financial status of the port city.'' Even 

United States. Depamnent of State. Record Group 84. Records of Foreign Service Posts. 
Consular Posts. Dairen, Manchuria. China. United States National Archive, Washington, D.C. (hereafier 
cited as USCD), Vol. 53 (19 15). File no. 8 10.1. "Proposed Municipalization of Dairen." A.A. Williarnson, 
Arnerican Consul. 

69 MDN. October 2. 19 15. 

'O USCD, Vol. 53 ( 19 15). File no. 8 10.1, "Regularions Goveming the New Municipalities of 
Dairen and Ryojun," A.A. Williarnson. American Consul: MDN, September 10, 1915. For a complete 
transcript of the new regulations governing Dalian's municipal govemment see Appendix II: "Regulations 
of the Cities of Dairen (Dalian) and Ryojun (Lüshun). 19 15." 



with these limitations. however. the election of Dalian's new municipal government marked an 

important episode in the evolution of the governing of the city and surrounding leasehold. In the 

decade since the port had been captured frorn the Russians. Dalian had been governed by a 

succession of administrative bodies: the Dalian Military and Administrative Government of the 

Liaodong garrison ( F e b n i q  1905 to October 1905), a military viceroy (October 1905 to August 

1906), and the dual military and civiiian structures of the Guandong Government-General (since 

August 1906). Under these governing structures operated: 1) the South Manchuria Railirpay 

which. since 1907, had supervised the city's raiiway and wharves. along with the constmction 

and maintenance of many of the pon's education and health care facilities: 2 )  the Shandong and 

Hebei huiguon which supervised the town's Chinese population; and 3 )  the Sanitan Union 

which oversaw Dalian's night-soi1 collection and water works. With the creation of the n t w  

Municipal Council in 19 15. Dalian's Japanese merchant class was granted a voice. however 

muted. in the governing of the city which they had helped to create. During the course of the next 

few years, as the city experienced a major economic 'boom' because of the increased world 

demand for soya bean oi1 needed in the production of war materiais and chemicals. [he general 

shift from milita- to civilian rule in the Guandong leasehold was completed. It must be 

remembered. however. that the origins for the civilian-dominated t\venties lay in the conflicts 

and concessions of the first decade of Japanese rule. 



Chapter 3: "The Romance of the Soya Bean: Dalian and the First World War, 1915-1922" 

Back when the records of the ages were being engraved on the stone drums in China that 
history might not die prematurely, there was probably in current household use among the peoples 
inhabiting the piains of what are now China and Manchuria a small, unobausive and entirely 
insignificant legume, which no sage or ciassic-steeped scholar ever dignified into the realm of a 
cornpetitor for the attention of man in the filmy haze of centuries unprophesized. Even then, if 
they but knew, it is probable that the little legume could have traced his ancestry through the 
annual generations. to a day as far back in the past as the present is frorn the records of the stone 
drums. One of the undisturbed, unpolished and Rip-Van- Winkle-like scions of the original stock 
c m ,  it is said, be seen in what we stigmatize as a weed along some of the back paths of China, 
reproducing yearly its small dark seeds.' 

The econorny of southem Manchuria, and particularly that o f  the port city of Dalian. 

blossomed in the Iate 19 10s and early 1920s due to the growing world demand for these 'small 

dark seeds." Although the people o f  many Asian countries had long known the value of the soya 

bean as a source of  both food and fertiIizer. it was not until the agriculural oil shortages brought 

about by the First World War, that the bean became an important commodity in Europe and 

America (Table 3.1 ).' Benveen 19 13 and 19 17. the tonnage o f  raw beans exponed to  these new 

Table 3.1: Exports of Soya Bean and Oil from Dalian to Europe 
and America, 1913-1917 (tonnes) 

markets through the port o f  Dalian grew ten foid, from under five thousand to over fifty thousand 

Beans 

Oil 

' L.S. Palen. "The Romance of the Soya Bean." Asia (January 1919), 68.  

See Philip Kerby, "The Ports of Manchuria." Chino WeeWy Review (hereafier cited as CWR) 
(November 1, 1925), 40-5. 

Source: Hoshino. Economlc Histon of Manchuria ( 1920 ed.), 2 18-9. 

Europe 

4,708 

25.695 

3 See Palen, " n e  Romance of the Soya Bean," 69-73; The South Manchuria Rai l~~ay ,  3-6; and 
China Economic Monthiy (August 1 924), 2 - 5 .  

USA 

- 
3.488 

Europe 

41.136 

45.549 

USA 

- 
7.650 

Europe 

49.049 

45.491 

USA 

- 

19.713 

Europe 

50,65 1 

2.452 

USA 

909 

86.912 

Europe 

- 

75 

USA 

- 

199,501 



metric tonnes. The growth in the oil nade during this same period was even more dramatic. with 

the expon to the United States alone growing from just over three thousand to almost two 

hundred thousand tonnes (Table 3.1). To handle the increase in the trafic of soya beans and bean 

products, the Japanese colonial govemors in Dalian had to act swiftly and to find a way of 

constucting additional warehouses and wharf facilities. By the Iate 19 10s more than fifiy-five 

thousand railcm filled with beans were arriving annually in Dalian for processing and shipment 

abroad.' Not prepared to deal with this logistical problem, the Guandong administration 

deiegated the task of improving t!!e port's infrastructure to the South Manchuria Railway 

Company.' The S M R  quickly devised a programme under which the Company oversaw the 

handling and storage of almost ail beans entering Dalian by rail, and in the process became the 

sinele largest enterprise invoived in the Manchurian soya bean trade.6 The city of Dalian was 

prepared to have a long romance with the valuable legume. 

.An Overview of the 'Boom Years' in Dalian 

During this period of economic 'boom.' trade at the pon of Dalian grew dramatically. 

Irnports roughly doubled to a million tonnes a year, as did exports, which reached levels 

approaching three million metric tonnes (Table 3.2). In 19 19, the Guandong administration 

presented a set of new urban plans for the city of Dalian. The original Russian plans had detailed 

a city of approximately eighty hectares, and in 19 10 they had been expanded to encompass a city 

4 China Economic Monthly (August 1924). 24. 

MDNMS (November 1 ,  1922). 8-9. 

ci ROP (1 929 ed.), 82-85; ROP (1 932 ed.), 1 14-22 and 135-6; FER (September l925), 592-4; and 
RQLSS, 134 and 248-55. 



Table 3.2: Trade at Port of Dalian, 1915-1922 (tonnes) 

of seven hundred hectares.' By the late 1 9lOs, however, even the revised blueprints were 

obsolete. as Dalian was quickly growing beyond its planned boundaries. One of the first tasks for 

Year 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

the newly created Dalian municipal govemment (Dairen minsei-shü), therefore. was the 

Sources: Trade figures compiled from FER, (May 1926). 237; and Lighr ofManchuria 
(May 1,  1921), 2. 

Total Ton nage 

2,270,03 6 

2,33 1,445 

3,988,856 

3,447,699 

4,223,775 

4,038,85 1 

4,O 14.7 18 

4,799,047 

development of a new urban plan that would see the city into the mid twentieth century. 

Imports 

53 7,230 

599,92 1 

83 3,268 

956,545 

1.410,619 

974,2 15 

i 

The plans unveiled in the spring of 19 19 were extensive. The new blueprints detaiied a 

Exports 

1,732,806 

1,73 1,524 

2,155,588 

2,49 1,154 

2,813,156 

3,064.63 6 

city of over nvo thousand hectares and a harbour with six concrete wharves, which was three 

more than the SMR had so far completed.' When the founh lvharf was opened in the spring of 

1922, the port of Dalian was able to accomodate more than oventy vessels totaling more than 

150,000 tonnes at a time. Under the supervision of the SMR the local wharf authorities and the 

new municipal government, Dalian emerged as one of the most impressive trading centres in 

' KGFW (1929 ed.), 72; FER (June 1922), 376: and RQLSS. 426-7. 

KGFW (1929 ed.), 72-3 and 85-6; and FER (September 1925). 592-3. 
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East Asia.' Thousands of ships from Japan. Europe and America arrived annually to benh at 

Daiian. and load their precious cargoes of bem cakes and oil (figure 9). West of the modem 

harbour was the city's Chinese junk pier, which could acconodate more than two hundred 

srnaller vessels that plied the coastal trade between the leasehold and the Shandong PeninsuIa 

(figure 10).1° The port could also boast seventy-three warehouses, with a holding capacity of 

more than 400,000 tonnes, and an open storage area of more than forty hectares.ll I t  was here 

that the tens of thousands of burlap sacks of soya bean and stacked beancakes were stored prior 

to shipment (figure 1 1 ). 

By the early 1920s the port of Dalian had the most modem facilities in al1 of China. The 

SMR and wharf authorities had not only consû-ucted new piers and warehouses, but also invested 

in Arnerican-made conveyors and cranes in order to irnprove the port's handling facilities. The 

end result of these efforts was that Dalian's cargo handling capacity increased during the period 

benveen 19 15 to 1922, from under fifieen thousand tonnes a day to over thirty thousand." The 

harbour at Dalian was the nerve centre for south Manchuria's economy. The SMR supervised the 

cityas cornmodity trading office near the wharves, where the large foreign f ims purchased their 

cargoes of soya beans. oil. sorghurn and coal. The hundreds of independent Chinese traders that 

were active in the Dalian bean trade conducted their business in a large open air market just 

Monchuria Land ofOpporruniries (New York: South Manchuna Railway Company, 1922). 88- 
91. 

'O MDNMS (Novem ber 1. 1 Z Z ) ,  8. 

' ' Manchuria Land of Opporfunities. 90. 

" Monchuria Land of Opporruniries, 90; ROP ( 1  929 ed.), 83-4; and MDNMS (November 1, 
1922), 10. 



Figure 9: Dalian Harbour and Wharves (Report on Progress in Manchuria. Dairen: 
SMR. 1929 ed.) 

Figure 10: The Chinese Junk Pier (Manchuria Lond of Oppornrnities. New York: South 
Manchuria Railway Company, 1 922.) 



Figure 11: Soya Beau and Beancake Storage on Dalian's Wharves (Dalian Librar). 
(DSTSG) photograph co!!eztion.) 

Figure 12: An Outside Chinese Market, Dalian (Kant&kyoku (The Guandong Bureau), 
comp.. K a n t & ~ u k u  t&e~ sanjmen shi (Thirty Years of Statisrical Records of the Guandong 
Administration). Dairen: Kantd-kyoku, 1935. LSDAG 598) 



south of the dockyards (figure 12). During the months of October and November. when the soya 

beans arrived in Dalian. the Pace of business was hectic, as commodity traders flocked to the ci5 

to secure shipments of the precious beans and oil. 

The Economic and Industrial Growth of Dalian: The Soya Bean Trade 

By 19 17, soya beans and their related products constituted one half of ail of Manchuria's 

export trade.13 In order to supply the growing Japanese, European and American markets. the 

Guandong authorities encouraged the cultivation of the bean in the leasehold, provid ing local 

f m e r s  with both guarantees to purchase their crops and irnproved seed strains that had been 

developed by the SMR's experimental agriculture station in Dalian.'4 Despite these effons to 

increase the local production of soya beans, demand continued to exceed supply. The SMR and 

local Japanese oil mills, therefore, sought to secure additional beans from Chinese farmers north 

of the Liao River. 

During the 19 10s and early 1920s the cultivation of soya beans throughout Manchuria 

increased dramatically. Yellow, green and black varieties of the bean were groLvn in evep  

county of Fengtian Province.ls By the late 19 1 Os Fengtian's rural economy had become 

intricately linked to the Guandong leasehold's bean trade, larzely because of the presence of rhe 

Mantetsu railway and the profits that could be earned by growing and dealing in the new cash 

l 3  See Sun, The Econornic Developrnent of Manchuria., 26-3 1 ; Hoshino, Econornic Histoy of 
Manchuria (1920 ed.), 137-8; and British Consulate Report by Vice-Consul C.H. Archer on the soya bean 
industry in Manchuria, 33-7 and 52-8. FO 37 1/9221/F1300J no. 652 1. 

l4 KGFW (1929 ed.), 52-8; and ROP (1929 ed.), 93-4. 

" For descriptions o f  the numerous varieties of soya beans see Hoshino, Econornic Hisrory of 
Manchuria (1920 ed.), 140-2; and British Consulate Report by Vice-Consul C.H. Archer on the soya bean 
industry in Manchuria, 3-6. (FO 37 1/922 1/F 1 300J no. 652 1 .) 



crop.I6 By pushing the economic boundaries of the leasehold northward, through the extension of 

the soya bean trade into Fengtian, the Guandong authories not only secured additional sources of 

the precious bean, but also laid the foundation for later conflicts between Japanese cornmodity 

traders in Dalian and Chinese middIemen in the Manchurian hinterland. While the short-term 

goal of insuring the expansion of the soya bean industry was achieved, when the export market 
C 

declined in the early 1920s, tensions arose as Japanese merchants began to view the Fengtian 

commodity brokers as dangerous cornpetitors. 

With much of the rural economy in southern Manchuria focused on the production of 

soya beans by the mid 19 IOs, the traders in the Guandong leasehold were abie to ship enormous 

quantities of the beans and their products abroad. In the period between 19 14 and 1922, the 

tonnage of raw beans exported through the port of Dalian more than doubled, fiom 267,000 to 

600.000 tonnes (Table 3.3). Similar increases were seen in the expon of beancake and oil dunng 

the sarne period (Tables 3.4 and 3.5). While Japan and China were the principal destinations for 

borh ran. beans and bean cakes". used in the production of food stuffs and fertilizer, the 

American market dominated the oil trade afier Aprii 19 17. when the United States entered the 

First World War. 

Although the oil mil1 industry had been active in Dalian since the early 1900s, when the 

Chinese firm, Shuang He Zhan (1906) and the Japanese Company Nisshin (1908), began their 

I6 Sun, The Economic Development of Manchuria.. 26-8; Chao, The Economic Development of 
Manchuria: The Rise o f i  Frontier Econorny, 8-1 1 ;  AIexander Eckstein, Chao Kang and John Chang, "The 
Econornic Developrnent of Manchuria: The Rise of a Frontier Economy," Journal of Economic History 
34: 1 ( 1974), 243-4; and Baron Y. Sakatani, Manchuria: A Survey of lts Economic Developrnent (New 
York: GarIand, 1980 [Ist pubiished in 1932]), 107- 1 1. 

" For a discussion on the beancake industry in Dalian see Light ofMonchuria (JuIy 1922), 1 - 12. 



Table 33:  Exports of Soya Beans from Port of Dalian. 1914-1922 (tonnes) 

Germany 1 U.S.A. 1 Total' Year China 1 Britain 

1 79,27 1 3 0,923 
iom Light of Manchwia 

2,229 2,890 000,000 
day 1, 192 l), 19-24; China Economrc 

Monthly (August l924), 22-5; Hoshino, Economic History ofManchuria (1920 ed.), 147-8; and 
British Consulate Report by Vice-consul C.H. Archer on the soya bean industry in Manchuria 
53-4. (FO 371/9221/F1300J, no. 6521 .) 

TotaI figures for each year account for bean trade to other countries in Europe and Asia. 

Table 3.4: Exports of Bean Cakes from Port of Dalian, 1914-1927 (tonnes) 

soya bean industry in Manchuria, 53-4. (FO 37 lIFI3OOJ no. 652 1 .) Total figures for each 
year account for bean oil trade to other countries in Europe and Asia. 

Year 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

19 19 

1920 

1921 

1922 
Sources: Figures cornpiled ffom British ConsuIate Report by Vice-Consul C.H. Archer on tht 

Japan 

- 
- 

58 1,058 

7 19,962 

952,4 16 

1,057,883 

1,047,151 

- 
- 

Korea 

7 

- 

2 1 

317 

82 

1 1,664 

8,64 1 

- 
- 

China 

- 

- 

109.545 

13 1,456 

93,850 

1 7,3 59 

56,150 

- 
- 

Europe and 
United States 

- 
- 

618 

1,232 

- 

3,616 

19,266 

- 
- 

Total 

47 1,000 

590,000 

69 1,243 

852,867 - 
1,046,548 

1,090,558 

1,131,208 

1,045,000 

1 ,O76,OOO 



Table 3.5: Exports of Soya Bean OiI from Port of Dalian, 1914-1922 (tonnes) 

Japan Korea China 

4,6 18 113 11,608 

24,145 19 4,20 8 

29,366 968 880 

20,3 10 1,642 - 

5,064 40 1 295 

39,219 8,348 8,7 17 

24'500 10.265 12.124 

4,573 74 23,378 

552 69 10,519 

Britain ( Gerrnany 1 U.S.A. 1 Total 

33,660 9,3 50 11,176 128,015 
Cianchuria (May 1, 192 1 ), 19-24; China Economic 

.iLlonthb (August l924), 22-5; Hoshino, Economic Histoty of Manchuria ( 1920 ed.), 147-8; and 
British Consulate Report by Vice-Consul CH. Archer on the soya bean industry in Manchuria, 
53-4. (FO 371/9221/F1300J no. 6521 .) Total figures include oil [rade to other countries in Asia 
and Europe. 

operations. it was the new Arnerican wartime market that heightened dernand for bean mills and 

their p rodu~ts . '~  By the end of the First World War. more than eighty rnills were in operation in 

Dalian. producing more than five hundred tonnes of soya bean oil daiiy.19 Cornpetition between 

the various finns was intense. and by the early 1920s a dozen Japanese mills had corne to 

dorninate local production because their hydaulic equipment and chernical extraction methods 

were more efficient than the hand screw presses operated by the more traditional, and less 

capital-rich, Chinese plants.'' Although they had won the local oil war, the Japanese giants iike 

" FER (October 1925). 666-7. 

I9 China Economic Monthiy (October 1925). 27-9. 

20 China Econornic Monrhiy (October l925), 29-30; Light of Manchuria (January 1922)- 9- IO;  
Hoshino, Economic History of rManchuria. 183-7; and RQLSS, 304-8, 



Nisshin. Suzuki and Mitsui, were about to have their bubble burst, when the war in Europe ended 

in the fa11 of 19 18, and the American demand for soya bean oil dramatically fell. Never again 

would the soya bean traders see another 'boom' equal to that of the late 19 10s. 

Migration and Health Statistics, 1915-1922 

The port city of Daiian required not only new warehouses, wharf facilities and 

processing piants to cope with the growth of the soya bean indu-, but ais0 additional workers. 

WhiIe by the late 1910s, some of the more prosperous Japanese mills were mechanized and the 

SMR had purchased serveral new cranes and derricks, mosr of the processing and storage of the 

soya beans continued to be labour-intensive exercises. Tens of thousand of Chinese were 

employed on the pan's piers. where much of the loading of beans and bean cakes was done by 

hand. In the warehouses and storage facilities that were operated by the Mantem giant and its 

subsidiaries. thousands more worked unloading railcars fiom the interior." 

To ensure that adequate numbers of labourers were available. panicularly in the busy 

autumn rnonîhs, many of the Japanese firms involved in the bean trade established recruitrnent 

offices in Shandong. In these offices, tales were told of a 'golden opportunity' that awaited al1 

those who were brave enough to journey across the Bo Hai Gulf." During the late 19 10s and 

early !920s, such prorn ises of secure employment appealed to many Shandong peasants, who 

were suffering because of famines, floods and the ravages of civil war." The 'romance of the 

" MDNMS (Novernber 1. 1922). 10. 

'' CWR, Novernber 8 and 29, 1930. 

23 Car1 Walter Young, "Chinese Colonization in Manchuria," FER (June 1928): 24 1-50; and 
FrankIin Ho, "Population Movement to the Northeastern Frontier of China," Chinese Social and Political 
Science Review 15 (193 I), 36 1-3. 



soya bean' was a magnet to these impoverished f m e r s .  and between 19 15 and 1920 more than 

one million of thern migrated to Manchuria."l While the vast majority of these new arrivals 

continued their journey north into the Manchurian interior afier disernbarking in Dalian. 

thousands did remain in the port city. Between I9 16 and 1922, the Chinese population in Dalian 

grew by almost sixty thousand people, most of whom were young, single males-the source of 

the city's coolie labour force (Tables 3.6 and 3.7). Dalian's Chinese comrnunity continued to be 

Table 3.6: The Population of Dalian, 1916-1922 

Year 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

a bachelor society of sojoumers from Shandong and Hebei. So many young male labourers 

1921 

1922 

moved to Dalian during the iate 19 1 Os and early 1920s. in fact. that the ratio of males to females 

Japanese 
Males 

21,444 

22,184 

24.016 

26.589 

29.788 

Source: KKJT ( 194 1 ed.). 6- i 1 .  

33,986 

34,906 

'* For an overview of Chinese migration to Manchuria during the Republican period see Car1 
Walter Young, "Chinese Colonization and the Development of Manchuria, in Problems of the Pacrfic. ed. 
Condliffe ( 1929). 428-44. 

Japanese 
Fernales 

18,048 

1 9,3 88 

20,606 

22.539 

24.777 

Table 3.7: Chinese Males per 100 Females in Dalian, 1916-1922 

28,72 1 

30.094 

Chinese 
Males 

66,532 

68,562 

76,774 

8 1,979 

87.687 

Year 

130,997 

111,107 

Source: KKJT (1  94 1 ed.), 6-  1 1 .  

1917 

227 

1916 

23 1 

Chinese 
Females 

28,727 

30,225 

35,870 

36.907 

38,465 

33.723 

43.574 

1918 

214 

Foreign 
Males 

142 

84 

1 1 1  

150 

187 

224 

249 

1919 

3 3 3  

Foreign 
Females 

5 1 

3 1 

76 

120 

144 

Total 

134,944 
I 

140.484 
1 

1 5 7,453 

168.284 

18 1.048 

215 

256 

1920 

228 

238.367 

220.186 

1921 

293 

1922 

255 



within the Chinese comrnunity increased to almost three to one. This situation was most 

pronounced during the months of October and Sovernber. u hen additional numbers cf coolies 

were hired to handle the unloading of the soya bean crop it arrived in Dalian packed in 

thousands of raiIcars (Table 3.8). The autumn and winter months were also a time of reliable 

Table 3.8: Dalian's Population by Month for the Year 1915 

1 Month 1 Population 1 Gain Previous 1 

1 March 

1 April 

1 June 1 69.946 1 666 1 
July 

August 

Septem ber 

October 

annual ernployment for the leasehold's Chinese mil1 workers and commodity traders, and the rest 

November 

season for the territory's farmers. For these reasons, many Chinese on the Liaodong Peninsula 

70.4 13 

69.923 

68.447 

72.137 

started their families between the months of October and April. The highest period of conception 

467 

(-490) 

(- 1,476) 

3 -690 

Sources: USCD, Vols. 54 (19 15), File No. 8 12. ConsuIar Sanitan, Report, Dairen, Manchuria 
(A.A. Williamson, American Consul). These figures were provided by the Guandong Govemment 
and originally compiled by the DaIian police force. 

75.335 

for the leasehold's Japanese population, however, was different occuring between A p d  and 

3.198 

June (Table 3.9). 



(Research on the vital Statistics of Chinese in tfie Guandong Temtory and the Lands Anached to 
the SMR ( 1925- 1930)) (A Reprint (in Japanese) fiom the JournaL of Oriental Medicine 20: 1 
(January 1934)) [LSDAG 2867],9- 10 and 14-5. 

Table 3.9: Months of Conception and Birth in the Guandong Leasehold, c. 1920s 

While Dalian's Chinese and Japanese communities had unique patterns of conception, 

the monthly death rates for both groups were less distinct. Not surprisingly the uncornfortable 

Dec 

Mar 

103 

58 

summer months took its toll on both popuiations, and benveen July and Septernber each year the 

Source: Kawahito Sadao, K a n t ~ s h ü  kyü Mantetm f i a o h  chi =ai ja Shinujin hoken t&i kenbû 

number of people who were affiicted with diseases that thrived in heat and poor sanitary 

conditions rose dramatically (Table 3.1 O).?-' An examination of the municipal heaith records for 

Sept 

Dec 

98 

Birth 

Concep- 
tion 

Chinese 

Table 3.10: Ratio of Monthlv Deaths in the Guandone Leasehold. c. 1920s 

O c t  

Jan 

108 

Aug 

Nov 

81 

Jan 

Apr 

116 

Mar 

June 

118 

14. The monthly ratios are derived fiom an averaged annual mortality rate of 100 deaths per month. 

the period of the Japanese occupation of Dalian reveals that some diseases, like tuberculosis, 

were prevalent year-round, while others, like measles, small pox and scarlet fever, broke out 

randomly, transmitted by new arrivais, whose infection had not been detected by the port's 

quarantine inspectors (Table 3.1 l)? Outbreaks of some diseases like dysentery, however, did 

Nov 

Feb 

126 

89 Japanese 

Feb 

May 

108 

- 

75 On the issue of prevalent diseases and their aeatment in Dalian during the Japanese occupation 
see RQLSS, 452-7. 

84 

Chinese 

Japanese 

76 Kawahito, Kanr~sh~kyüManrersu/uzoku chitaijti  Shinajin hoken i&i k e n h y  13-4. 

145 14 1 

Apr 

Juiy 

113 

131 

June 

Sept 

72 

May 

Aug 

84 

99 

Source: Kawahito, Kant6-shiïkyû Muntetsujkoku chi :ai jtS Shinajin hoken t&i kenkyü, 6-8 and 

July 

O c t  

74 

97 97 

Aug 

127 

104 

r 

Jan 

96 

93 

87 82 

hlay 

89 

98 

91 

Feb 

107 

108 

June 

83 

101 

Sept 

13 1 

100 

July 

90 

122 

Oct 

98 

90 

Nov 

83 

84 

M a r  

IO6 

109 

Dec 

85 

83 

Apr 

106 

101 



Table 3.1 1: Cases of Fatal Disease in Dalian, 1915-1920 (Seiected Years) 

Consutar Sanitary Report, Dairen, Manchuria (A.A. Williamson, American Consul; and 
M.D. Kirjassoff, Arnerican Consul; and lrwin C. Gorrell, Vice-Consul). The monthly statistics 
have been grouped above as follows: January to M a c h  (Winter), April to June (Spruig), JuIy to 
September (Autumn), and October to December (FaII). The above data was originally compiied 
by the Dalian police force, together with the SMR's quaramine authorities and hospita1 staff. 

8 12, 

I 1915 

Tuberculosis 

Scarlet Fever 

Typhoid 
, 

Diphtheria 

Small Pox 

Measles 

Dysentery 

1918 

Tu berculosis 

Scarlet Fever 

Typhoid 

Diphtheria 

Small Pox 

Measles 

Dysentery 

1920 

Tuberculosis 

Scarlet Fever 

Typhoid 

Diphtheria 

Small Pox 

Measles 

Dysen tery 
Sources: Figures 

To ta1 

91 

35 

26 

6 

O 
1 

5 

16 

126 

12 

36 

2 

36 

O 

32 

1 84 

6 

108 
6 

5 

4 

7 

39 

(1920). File no. 

Winter 

23 

25 

3 

1 

O 

O 

O 

3 1 

5 

12 

2 

1 O 

O 

1 

38 

3 

8 

4 

O 

2 

1 

compiled fiom 

Summer 

22 

O 

4 

1 

O 

1 

I O  

26 

1 

12 

O 

I 

O 

24 

52 

2 

40 

O 

O 

3 

25 

(19 15), 68 (1 

Spring 

3 1 

9 

2 

4 

O 

4 

O 

27 

4 

2 

O 

25 

O 

5 

45 

I 

8 

O 

1 

2 

3 

USCD, Vols. 54 

1 Autumn 

15 

1 

17 

O 

O 

O 

6 

42 

2 

10 

O 

O 

O 

2 

49 

O 

52 

1 

3 

O 

10 

9 18) and 78 



follow a seasonal pattern, occuring more ofien during the surnmer months when crowded living 

conditions and poor sanitation combined with high temperatures to produce the ideal breeding 

ground for bacteria (Table 3.1 1). 

Although both Dalian's Japanese and Chinese populations had to cope with outbreaks of 

potentially fatal diseases, access to adequate health care was not universal. Just south of the 

'Great Plaza' in downtown Dalian, the South Manchuria Railway Company maintained the 

largest modem hospital in China." This facility, staRed by more than a hundred doctors and 

surgeons, provided inexpensive medical care to the leasehold's Japanese residents and a small 

number of Chinese employees of both Manieisu and the Guandong administration. The majoriry 

of Chinese who lived on the Liaodong Peninsula. however. did not have access to any modem 

medical care. Although traditional medicines did provide sorne relief for minor ailments, serious 

illnesses or injuries were ofien fatal." The months of August and September were particulariy 

hazardous for the leasehold's Chinese population. as it was during this period when many 

workers were injured on Dalian's docks handling the shipment of soya beans. Many of the 

seasonal workers who flocked to the pon city during the autumn also brought with them 

contagious diseases which quickly spread in the crowded dormitories and streets of the Chinese 

neighbourhoods. By the early 1920s the SMR and the various levels of the civilian Guandong 

administration had accomplished a great deal towards the construction of a modem city in 

southern Manchuria, but the benefits of colonial rule were not enjoyed by al1 of residents of 

Dalian. A cfear distinction was made between the nilers and the ruled. 

" See ROP (1929 ed.), 164-7; and RQLSS. 452-6. 

'' RQLSS. 457-8. 

129 



Chapter Four: "Confiict Behind the Screen of Success: Chinese Nationalism, 
Labour Unrest, and the Guandong Leasehold 1922-1931" 

The decade of  the 1920s witnessed an experirnent in the goveming of  the Guandong 

leasehold.' On 12 April 19 19 the Japanese Diet abolished 'Lhe Guandong Governrnent-General 

( K m 6  Taioku-fi) and replaced it with separate civilian and military agencies. Responsibility for 

the defence o f  the leasehold was placed in the hands of the Guandong (Kwantung) A m y  

commanders in Lüshun and Dalian. whiie the region's civilian administration was granted to a 

new agency, the Guandong Govemment (Kont6cho). For the next fifteen years the Governors of 

the Guandong Government (see Appendix III), many of whom had previously served as 

dipIomats o r  colonial administrators in Taiwan or  Korea, were responsible not to the local 

military commander o r  even his superiors in the High Command, but to  the civilian triumvirate 

of the Colonial, Foreign and Prime Ministers in Tokyo.' 

The real power in the Guandong territories rested in the hands of its civiIian Govemors. 

Throughout the 1920s the Guandong Govemors ivere responsible for overseeing the Ieasehold's 

legal. financial and administrative bureaus, the poiicing of  the SMR's rad-lines. and supervising 

The civilian refonns in the Guandong leasehold were styled on those instituted in Taiwan during 
the late 19 10s and early 1 920s. For an introduction to the Japanese colonial administration in Taiwan 
during the twenties see E. Patricia Tsurumi, "Mental Captivity and Resistance: Lessons from Taiwanese 
Anti-ColoniaIism," Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars 12:2 (1980), 3-4; Mark R. Peattie, "Japanese 
Attitudes Toward Colonialism, 1895-1 945." in The Japanese Colonial Empire., eds. Myen, and Peattie 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984). 80- 127; Edward 1-te Chen, "Japanese CoIoniaIism in Korea 
and Formosa: A Cornparison of Systerns of Political Contrai," Hantard Journal ofAsiatic Studies 30 
(1 970): 126-58; and Edward I-te Chen, "The Anempt to Integrate the Empire: Legal Perspectives," in The 
Japanese Colonial Empire., eds. Myers and Peattie (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984). 347-98. 

KGFW (1929 ed.). 2. For a histop of the Guandong Government and the shift to civilian control 
in the early 1920s see: Kanf6choshrsei nijünen shi (A Twenty Year History of the Guandong 
Administration), 2 Volumes. (Darren: Mansho nrchinichi shinbun, 1926). 



the various businesses operated by the Mantersu giant.) In times of crisis. the Governors could 

even demand to be made the temporary Commander-in-Chief of the Guandong Army and 

command the locai ganison in suppressing any disturbances. The enhanced civilian control over 

the Guandong leasehold, however, did not mean that Japan's hold over the territory was loosened 

during the decade. The attempt to curtail the influence of the Guandong Army was part of a 

larger effort to increase civilian powers throughout the Japanese e r n ~ i r e . ~  The new Governon of 

the Guandong Leased Territory may have been trained colonial administrators and not military 

officers, but they were acuteIy aware of the fact that their pnrnary duty was to maintain order 

and stability in the region. 

In the end, the experiment to introduce a civilian-controlled administration in southern 

Manchuria failed. Growing Chinese nationalkm south of the Great Wall and labour unrest within 

the leasehold proved to be a fatal combination for the civifian Governors. Although the colonial 

administrators succeeded in suppressing local disturbances and strikes, the fact that any trouble 

had occurred gave the Guandong Army ammunition to fire at its civilian rivals. By the end of the 

1920s many young offrcers in the Guandong Am' resented answering to what they perceived as 

weak bureaucrats in both Tokyo and the leasettoid. and in 193 1 the? seized the initiative and 

launched the Manchurian Incident which directly led to the creation of the puppet-state of 

KGFW ( 1929 ed.), 2 and 1 0-75 

' See Chen. "The Anempt to lntegrate the Empire: Legal Perspectives.'. 347-98; James B. 
Crow ley, "Historical Prologue to the 1930s.'' in Japan 's Questfor ri utonomy: Na~ional Securip and 
Foreign Policy. 1930- 1938, ed. James B. Crowley (Princeton: Princeton University Press, l968), 3-38; and 
Alvin D. Coox, "The Kwantung A m y  Dimension," in The Japanese Informal Empire., eds. Duus. Myers 
and Peattie (Wnceton: Princeton University Press, 1989), 395-428. 



Dalian in the 1920s 

By the eariy twenties Dalian sparkled like the jewel in the crown of which its Japanese 

plannen had always dreamed. The port city was not only the administrative and commercial 

headquarten of the Guandong leasehold, but also the cultural centre for the region's foreign 

population. South Manchuria's growing Japanese civilian population conducted their business 

and relaxed in downtown Daliafi. The offices of dozens of independent commodity traders and 

Japanese-owned, import-export firms Iined the great boulevards that radiated out from the 

ohiroba ('Great Plaza') (Map 5). The narrow streets that lay between the central railway ~tati0n 

and the 'Great Plaza' were crowded with stores that speciaIized in selling products imported 

from the 'homelands' (ka&) across the Yellow Ses! Yamazaki Mitsuo, the son of a Mantersu 

engineer. remembers weekly outings with his farnily to eat in Dalian's farnous seafood 

restaurants and then to watch Japanese and Hollywood films in the movie theatre that was 

located across from the city's Presbyterian and Anglican churches.' For Dalian's Japanese 

residents the port's administrators had succeeded in creating the most cornfortable and 

' Chong-sik Lee. T h e  Chinese Cornmunisr Party and the Anti-Japanese Movernent in Manchuria: 
The Initial Stage," in China and Japan: A Searchfor a Balance Stnce World Wur I,  eds. A lvin D. Coox, 
and Hilary Conroy (New York: ABC Clio, 1978), 143-4. Lee also notes that the 'young ofticers' in the 
Guandong A m y  had become annoyed by other foms of growing Chinese nationalism during the late 
1920s, specifically Zhang Xueliang's calls for Chinese ownership of the SMR, the return of the Guandong 
leasehold to China, and the end of Japan's special privileges in southern Manchuria. On the growth of 
ulümationaIist sentiment in the Guandong A m y  in the late 1920s and early 1930s see Ogata Sadako, 
Dejiance in Manchuria: The Making ofJapanese Foreign Policy, 193 1- 1932 (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1964); and Mark R. Peattie, Ishiwara Kailji and Japan 's Confrontation with the West 
(Princeton: h c e t o n  University Press, 1975). 

Kitakôji. Saraba Dairen. Ryojun, 25-3 2: and Suzuki S h6j i, Jitsuroku Dairen kaiso ( A  
RecoIlection of Dairen: A True History) (Tokyo: Kawade shobô shinsha, 1985), 94-5. 

' Yamazaki Mitsuo. Interview with author, August 1993. 





cosmopolitan city in China north of Shanghai. 

In the summer of 1925 Dalian's colonial masters held a major industrial e.hibition to 

celebrate their achievements. Not only were the city7s Japanese governors congratulating 

themselves for a job well-done regarding their supervision of Dalian's civilian administration 

and physical developrnent, but also for their diversification of the port's economy. By the mid 

1920s DaIian7s industrial base had expanded to such an extent that it no longer reiied solely on 

the export of soya beans and related products for its financial success.' Along with economic 

expansion, Dalian's population grew steadily throughout the twenties (Table 4.1 )? almost 

doubling from 18 1,000 in 1920 to 358,000 a decade later. The demographic profile of 

Table 4.1: Po~ulation of Dalian, l92û-f93O 

RQLSS, 259-61.272-7 and 286-7. 

Chinese 
Females 

3 8,465 

44,729 

43,572 

45,036 

48,53 1 

53,735 

62,276 

64,453 

70,863 

78,425 

87,696 

Year 

1930 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 
, 

1930 

Foreign 
Males 

187 

Japanese 
Fernales 

24,777 

28,721 

30.096 

33,105 

34,s 14 

35,166 

37.764 

38,923 

40,199 

42,240 

44,402 
(1 94 1 ed.), 6- 

Japanese 
Males 

39.788 

33,986 

34,906 

37,687 

38,901 

38,648 

40.249 

41,201 

42,977 

44,782 

47,365 
Source: KKJT 

Foreign 
Females 

1 44 

215 224 

Chinese 
Males 

87,687 

130,997 

111,107 

122,313 

126,625 

127,071 

137,190 

139,292 

15 1,597 

159,204 

177,503 
1 1. 

Total 
Population 

18 1 .O48 

238,867 
Ln 

220,186 

238.802 

249.655 

255,65 I 

278,545 

285,13 1 

306.988 

326,040 
1 

358,66 1 

249 

316 

388 

484 

475 

644 

625 

674 

834 

256 

345 

396 

547 

59 1 

6 18 

727 

715 

86 1 



Dalian remained basically unchanged throughout this period of continued growth (Tables 3.1 and 

Table 4.2: Number of Males per 100 Females in Dalian, 1920-30 

4.2). The city's Japanese residents tended to be based in single farnily units in which the males 

were the principal wage earners. while the port's Chinese population was divided into a large 

bachelor community of  coolie and industrial labourers from Shandong, and a much smaller 

Source: KKJT ( 194 1 ed.), 6- 1 1. 

1925 

110 

236 

1924 

112 

261 

community of female migrant labourers who were empioyed in several large textile miils in the 

1933 

I l 4  

372 

citfs west end? 

1926 

107 

220 

1922 

116 

255 

Year 

Japanese 

Chinese 

Dalian's growing Chinese popuIation lived in a city that did not shine as ~r igh t iy  as that 

enjoyed by their Japanese neighbours. The migrant workers from Shandong lived in crowded 

1920 

120 

228 

Company dormitories and worked iong hours for little pay. They could not afford to eat in the 

1927 

106 

216 

1921 

118 

293 
- 

city's downtown restaurants or to watch the new 'taIking* rnovies in theatres. The iives of 

1929 

106 

203 

1928 

107 

214 

Dalian's Chinese working-cIass were not without sirnpler pleasures as srnaII food stails did a 

1930 

107 

202 

thriving business in the alleys and streets around the city's wharves. and traditional operas (xiqu) 

and plays (xiju) were performed at nurnerous comrnunity halls and outdoor c ~ u r t y a r d s . ' ~  The 

See Irene B. Taeuber, "Migrants and Cities in lapan. Taiwan, and Nonheast China." in The 
Chinese City Between Two Worlàs, eds. Mark Elvin. and G. William Skinner (Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 1974), 369-74; Ho, "Population Movement to the Northeastern Frontier of China," 353-8. 

'O See Liu Sanxhg, "Lai lian yiren yu yanchu jumu" (A List of Plays and Operas Performed by 
Acton Who Came to Dalian, 1906-1945), in Dalian wemhi zilioo xiju zhuan ji ( A  Speciat Collection of 
Historical Materials on the Theatre in Dalian), ed. Wang Shengli (Dalian: Dalian i-iaiyun Xueyuan 
chubanshe, 1992), 23-39; Sun Zhenggang, "Dalian pingju jishi nianbiao (1 909- 1949): Weidinggao" (A 
Chronology of the History of Dalian Opera, 1909- 1949: A Draft), Dalian wenyi shiliao 2 (August 1985): 
1 19-4 1 ; and Tang Lansheng et al., "Shimin tongzhi Dalian shiqi ( 1  905-1 945) de xiju huodong" (The 
Activities of the Theatre During the ColoniaI Period in Dalian, 1905- 1943, in Dalian wemhi riliao xiju 



cheerful spirit that accornpanied these events, however. coufd not mask the fact that Chinese 

discontent with the continued Japanese occupation of the Guandong leasehold was increasing. 

The 1923 Movement to Regain the Guandong Leased Territories 

The first serious tear to appear in the 'Japanese screen of success' in the Guandong 

territory appeared eighteen years after the signing of the Treaty of Portsmouth. The ' 1923 

Movement to Regain [the cities ofj Lüshun and Dalian by the People of China' (Yijiziersan nim 

quunguorenmin de shouhui Lda  yundong) was an important nationaiist movement of the 

Republican era. Almost four years after the famous May Fourth Movement had awakened 

Chinese nationalism. students, rnerchants, politicians and labourers were again protestins in 

Tiananmen Square. Upset at Japan's refusa1 to vacate the Guandong territories by 26 March 

1923-the date prescribed by the terms of the original 1898 Pavlov Treatf-Chinese rose up in 

protest in dozens of cities throughout North China and along the Yangzi River.'? In total. over 

th iw cities were affected by the movement and hundreds of thousands of Chinese marched in 

the rallies and/or participated in the summer boycon of Japanese goods. 

According to the anicles of the original Sino-Russian treaties of 1898, the Guandong 

leasehold was to revert to Chinese rule in the spring of 1923. However. under the tems of the 

infamous Twenty-one Demands and subsequent Secret Sino-Japanese Treaty of 19 15, the lease 

had been extended to 1997, an additional seventy-four yean. Throughout the winter of 1922-3, 

the Chinese govemment made several attempts to open negotiations with Japan to discuss the 

=hum ji, ed. Wang Shengli (1 Wî), 1-2. 

" C.F. Rerner, A Sfdy of Chinese Boycotts with Special Refirenee to their Economic 
Eficriveness (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1933), 80- 1. 

l 2  Toidong Ribm (hereafter cited as TDUB), March 28, 1923, 



extension of the lease and the possibility of an earlier termination date." Nor surprisingl,.. these 

efforts were rebuffed by the Japanese Foreign Ministry. With the failure of diplornatic talks. the 

Chinese turned to popular protests and boycotts in an attempt to force the Japanese to the 

bargaining table. In March 1923 mass rallies were held in Beijing and Shanghai protesting the 

continued Japanese presence on the Liaodong peninsula. The movement to regain the Guandong 

lease quickly spread dunng the spring-summer of 1923 to other cities in North and Central 

China, including Tianjin and Wuhan." As the movement grew it evolved into one of the rnost 

important popular movements of the pre-Iiberation era. 

The 1923 Movement was one of the first and largest demonstrations of Chinese 

nationalism during the early years of the Republic. Lt is surprising. therefore. to note the lack of 

both Western and Chinese scholarship on its deveiopment and significance. Aside from a dozen 

pages in C.F. Remer's classic study, A SIudy of Chinese Boycotrs with Special Refereme ro rheir 

Economic EJJecriveness (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press. 1993). and a chapter in Cari Walter 

Young's work on The Internarional Legal Sram ofrhe Kwantung Leased Territo- (Baltimore: 

Johns Hopkins Press, 193 1 ) one would be hard-pressed to fmd any mention of the movement in 

Western histories of twentieth century China. There is also a dearth of rnaterial on the movernent 

in Chinese studies of the period." The reason for this stems from the way in which history is 

l3 RQLSS, 545-6; and Car1 Walter Young. The International Legal Starus of the Kwanrung Leased 
Terriroty (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 193 1 ). 228-33. 

l4 RQLSS. 555-9. 

" The only Chinese studies of the 1923 Movernent are Zuo Yufeng's article. " 1923 nian 
Zhongguo Renmin Shouhui LUda Yundong gaishu" (A General Account of the 1923 Movernent by the 
People of China to Regain [the Cities of] LUshun and Dalian) (Dalian ribao, April 198 1 ), and a chapter by 
Zhang Deliang in Gu Mingyi's edited history, Riben ginzhan Luda sishinian shi (199 1). 545-65. 



written in the Peoples Republic. Since the 1923 Movement lacked the crucid component of CCP 

involvement, its history has been relegated to the forgottrn corners of the past. despite recent 

efforts by local historians to demonstrate its importance to the development of modem Chinese 

nationali~rn.'~ The history of the 1923 Movernent needs to be re-examined and placed in its 

proper historical context. 

The Extension of the Lease 

Alrnost imrnediately afier securing the Guandong leasehold in the terms of the Treaty of 

f ortsmouth and the Secret Sino-Japanese Treaty of Peking (Beijing) there were indications that 

Japan was not prepared to return the southern Manchurian territories to China on the date 

specified by the original Sino-Russian (or Pavlov) Treaty of 1898. In 19 1 2. Sir Edward Grey, 

Britain's ambassador to Japan, met with Baron Kat6 Takaaki in Tokyo to discuss Japan's 'special 

interests' in Manchuria. Kat6 was preparing to take up his post as Arnbassador to Britain when 

he met briefly with Grey. The Japanese Baron informed his British colleague that: 

[Tlhe return of Dalny [Dalian] and the South Manchuria Railway, as called for by the terms of the 
'lease' taken over from the Russians, would never take place, [as] no government that agreed to 
such a surrender would stand a day. It would therefore be necessary to induce China to extend the 
legal fiction of the lease." 

l6 In the summer of 1993 1 taiked with Professor Zhang Deliang, a senior historian at Linoning 
Duxue (Liaoning University) about the 1923 Movement to Regain the Guandong leasehold. Professor 
Zhang was the author of the chapter on the movement in the largest history of modem Dalian yet produced 
in the PRC, Riben qinzhan Lüda sishinion shi ( 1  99 1 ). He told me that when the book was fmished and sent 
to the editorial cornmittee at the Liaoning Academy of Social Science prior to publication, his daim that 
the t 923 Movement should be viewed as one of the five most imp~rtant nationalist movements of the 
Republican era was deleted. Professor Zhang contends that Party cadres at the provincial level put pressure 
on the editorial cornmittee to remove his claim because it was not consistent with the oficial national Party 
history of the period, which faik to mention the 1923 Movement. 

" Memorandum of a conversation (extract) with Viscount Kato at Tokyo, Mach 1, 1920. Sent by 
J.P. Bland. FO 371/5338/ F823/652 1. Grey's response to Kzto's suggestion that lapan would keep the 
Guandong territories beyond the date stipulated in the original Russian lease is fascinating. The British 
arnbassador responded that "Japan not only had planted trees, but blood, on chose hills [on the Liaodong 



Japan's desire to extend the period of the lease was not only the need to protect the huge sums it 

was spending developing the region, or the belief that the land had been paid for in blood during 

the Russo-Japanese War. Japan's annexation of Korea in 19 10 had also brought the issue of the 

future of the Guandong territories to the forefront of Japanese foreign poticy. With Korea now 

officially part of the Japanese empire, the futures of both the South Manchuria Railway and the 

Liaodong Peninsula became questions of vital interest to Tokyo.'' For the next five years Baron 

Kat6 and other prominent members of the Japanese government concentrated their efforts on 

devising a strategy to make their presence in southern Manchuria permanent. 

While stationed in London during the winter of 19 13, Kat6 worked to obtain the 

'understanding' of the British Foreign Office regarding Japan's desire to extend the Guandong 

lease. He met with Sir Edward Grey, a 'Japanophile' who had also moved to London to assume 

his new post as Foreign Secretary, on NO occasions that January. While emphasizing that he was 

speaking in a private capacity and not on behalf of the Japanese government, Katô declared that 

Japan had vital political. strategic and psychological interests in the Guandong peninsula and 

that the Japanese were determined to make their occupation ~ermanent. '~ Grey reiterated his 

earlier suppon of Japan's position and stated that the view of the British government was that the 

question of extending the lease was a matter to be decided by China and Japan a10ne.~' 

penhsula]," and he went on to compare Japan's position in southem Manchuria to that of Britain's in 
Egypt. Grey indicated to Kato that Britain would likely not object to Japanese efforts to extend the 
Guandong lease beyond the twenty-five years onginally stipulated in the Russian lease of 1898. 

" Takeuchi, War und Diplomacy.. 1 83. 

l9 Takeuchi, War and Dipiomacy.. 1 84. 

'O Takeuchi, War and Dipiomacy.. 184-5. 



Encouraged after receiving no objections to his plans from the British Foreign Secretan. Kat6 

returned to Tokyo in Iate January to take up the position of Foreign Minister in Katsura Taro's 

Cabinet, Kato, however, held this post for less than two weeks, since Prime Minister T a 6  was 

unexpectedly forced to resign over an unrelated domestic issue on 1 1 February. 

Baron Kato's political career quickly rebounded, when two months later he was narned 

Foreign Minister in the new Okuma cabinet on 16 April. An opportunity to pursue his desire to 

extend the Guandong lease was presented to Kat6 later that year. In August 19 14 the First Worfd 

War began, opening the possibility of securing Japanese strategic interests in southern 

Manchuria by both military and diplornatic means. Foreign Minister Kate, together with Prime 

Minister Okuma Shigenobu, quickly garnered support for their policy of securing from China an 

extension of the Guandong lease from the lapanese High Command, genrô and other prominent 

politicians in Tokyo. Afier Japan's successful assault on the Gerrnan concessions and leasehold 

in Shandong in early November. Kat6 and Okuma beIieved that the 'psychological moment' had 

arrived for them to pressure the Chinese government to e'rtend the lease in southem Manchuria21 

On 1 8 January 19 1 5 the in famous Twenty-one Dernands were presented to China's 

President Yuan Shikai." The Japanese demands were divided into the following tive groups: 

Group 1 dealt with the Japanese demand to acquire the German Ieasehold in Shandong, and to 

extend the lease to 99 years: Group II detailed the extension of  Japan's special position in Inner 

" Takeuchi, Wcrr and Diplornacy.. 186-7. 

* President Yuan had abolished the Chinese parliament in January 19 14, and therefore faced the 
Japanese ultimatum alone. Numerous amours circulated in China when news of the Twenty-one Demands 
broke, the most persistent of hem involved the daim that Yuan Shikai had been bribed to accept the 
demands by a Japanese promise to restore the Chinese monarchy, with the Chinese President assuming the 
throne. See FER (April 1923). 229-30. 



  mon go lia and southern Manchuria; Group III dealt with Japan's desire to secure iron and steel 

enterprises on the Yangzi; Group IV was a vague discussion of the territorial integrity of China: 

and Group V outlined Japan's desire to turn China into a protectorate by insisting that Beijing 

exclusively hire Japanese political, economic and militas. ad vis or^.^ After a few cunory 

negotiations the Chinese President agreed to the Japanese ultimatum, and on 9 May accepted the 

majority of the demands. Even before the Twenty-one Demands were debated in the Diet, the 

Japanese Foreign Ministry finalized their nation's gains by sending their rninister, Hioki Eki, to 

Beijing to sign a number of supplementary treaties and diplomatic notes with President Yuan's 

representative. the new Chinese Foreign Minister, Lu Zhengxiang." On 15 May the secret treaty 

'Respecting South Manchuria and Eastern Inner Mongolia.' that extended the Japanese leases of 

Lüshun, Dalian and the Guandong territories to a total term of ninety-nine years. was signed in 

Beijing." The lease extension was funher outlined in two diplomatic notes signed the same 

day? After a heated debate in the Japanese Diet (some Japanese politicians were womed about 

being viewed as the aggressor by their European and American aIlies), the treaty and diplomatic 

" For the full text of the Twenty-one Demands see H.G.H. Woodhead ed.. The China Y e m  Book 
(hereafter cited as CYB) (Tientsin: Tientsin Times, 19 19 ed.), 566-8. 

2 

respected 
Yuan and 

' Foreign Minister, Lu Zhengxiang (Lu Cheng-hsiang). was perhaps China's rnost able and 
diplornat in the early 19 1 Os. Although he had played no role in the I9 15 negotiations between 
the Japanese, Lu, as minister, was required to sign the subsequent treaties that May, which he 

clairned wouid be "tantamount to signing [his] own death sentence" in the history of modem China's 
diplornatic history. See Howard L. Boorrnan ed., Biographical Dictionaty ofRepublican China (New 
York: Columbia University Press, 1968). Vol. 2,442-2. 

" CYB (1919 ed.), 570. 

'6 See MacMurray, Tt-eaties and Agreements wirh and Concerning China., Vol. 2,  1220-2; and 
CYB ( 19 19 ed.), 57 1-4. 



notes with China were ratified on 5 lune, and signed by the Taisho Emperor two days later." 

Two of the Western Powers made diplomatic inquiries in 19 1 5 when news of the secret 

Sino-Japanese negotiations was ieaked in Tokyo. The ambassadors for both Britain and the 

United States visited the Japanese Foreign Ministry during the first week of  July and lefi 

reassured afier being infomed that international commerce would be unaffected by the extension 

of the Guandong lea~e.~'  For both countries it appeared that trade was more important than the 

territorial integrity of, or an 'Open Door' in, China, as indicated by the expansions of both the 

British and American trade consulates in Dalian and the fact that no  fûrther dipiornatic protests 

were launched when word of the lease extension was made public in 19 1 9.'9 Western interest in 

the Guandong lease waç ternporarily renewed in the winter of 1922-3 when the Chinese 

eovemment voiced its displeasure at the Japanese refusal to re-open the issue for negotiation. .- 
The officia1 v i e ~  of both London and Washington. however, remained that the principles of 

international law supponed Tokyo and not Beijing.'o More important than the strength of abstract 

legal principles in the minds of Whitehall and the American State Department was the danger 

that if China was allowed to challenge the 19 15 treaties, claiming that it had been coerced into 

signing under the threat of rnilitan force. then what would prevent further challenges to almost a 

century of unequal treaties between the Middle Kingdom and the other Western Powers. The 

" Takeuchi, War and Diplomuq. .. 1 9 1 -2. 

'8 Y oung, The Interna~ionai Lega f Srazur of fhe Kwantwtg Le& Territory, 1 64. 

19 Young, The hternational Legal Sfarus of ~ h e  Kwantung Leased Territoty, 164. 

'O Lener to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston. hom Sir C. Eliog Britain's Ambassador to Japan, 
january 8, 1933. FO 37 l/9199/ F72/652 1. Eliot had consulted with the American ambassador in Tokyo, 
Mr. Warren. on the issue of the Guandong iease extension and concluded that "the Japanese had quite a 
strong case." 



precedence of a successful Chinese challenge to the Guandong lease estension and the Tu.en-- 

one Demands was more dangerous than a more permanent Japanese presence in southcm 

Manchuria. As late as the early 1920s the motto of the Powers in China remained: 'One for al 1. 

and al1 for one! ' 

Japanese public opinion had been divided in the summer of 19 15 when repow on the 

Twenty-one Demands and subsequent rreaties were first published, as some politicians and 

segments of the population believed that their country was acting in an unfair and imperialistic 

manner towards their Asian neighbour." Afier the 1919 May Fourth Movement. however. man'; 

Japanese began to view the Chinese as 'sore losers' who did not appreciate Japan's important 

role in the European conflict or its weil-deserved right to some of the 'spoils of ~ a r . ' ~ ?  By the 

eariy 1920s public opinion in Japan. as it was voiced in both the media and Diet. was firmly in 

favour of keeping all of the nation's overseas territorie~.~' The Chinese governrnent's petition to 

open negotiations on the future of the Guandong leasehold in November 1922. therefore. was 

bound to end in failure. The Japanese govemment declared the issue closed. for its members 

realized. as Baron Kat6 had a decade earlier. thct their domestic political position would be 

jeopardized if they appeared to be weakening to Chinese dernand~.~" 

When the Twenty-one Demands and secret treaties of 19 15 became public knowledge in 

the spnng of 1919. following the announcement of the peace settlement in Europe, Chinese 

" Young, The Inrernuiionof Legai Starus ofrhe Zrriinrung Leased Territory. 161. 

32 Young, The International Legal Starus of the Kwntung Leared Territory, 1 6 i , footnote no. 1 0. 

j3 Sir Charles Eliot to the Marques  Curzon of Kedleston. November 28. 1923. F037 1/9199 
F725/652 1 ; and Young, The lnfernarionaf Legal Sfarus of the Kwantung Leared Territory, 1 59-60. 

'' Jupan Advertiser, November 1 7. 1922; January 19. 1923; and March 2, 1923. 



nationalism erupted in the farnous May Fourth Movement. Faced with such an outpouring of 

nationaIist sentiment, the Chinese government proclaimed that it had the right to abrogate the 

19 15 treaties and diplornatic notes, as they had been signed under a force majeure." The fint 

Chinese diplomatic challenge to the 19 15 agreements came at the Washington Conference of 12 

November 192 1 to 6 February 1922. Claiming that the 19 15 treaties violated China's 'right of 

self-preservation,' the Chinese delegation argued that the various diplomatic notes and 

agreements were voidable." The Japanese representatives in Washington countered this 

challenge by pointing out that China had not only entered subsequent agreements based on the 

secret 19 15 treaties, but that the extension of the Guandong lease was no more burdensome than 

had been the case a decade earlier.j7 . 

Since China and Japan could not reach a consensus on the issue of the legality of the 

lease extension, both parties agreed to consult the American and British legal specialists who 

were attending the naval conference. Although these specialists recognized that the 'right of self- 

preservation' was a central tenet of private law, they were unsure if the principle could be 

applied to the new field of international law." The Japanese delegation claimed victory in the 

dispute and Beijing's representa~ives were forced to reconsider their opinions. Recognizing that 

their country's legal challenge to the Guandong lease extension was weak the C b e s e  politicians 

formulateci three altemative plans of action. First, they could appeal their nation's case to the 

" TDRB, April 15, 19 19. For a detailed discussion of the Chinese clahs see RQLSS, 545-50; and 
Young, The International Legal Srarus of the Kwantung Leared Territory, 153-8. 

Young, The Internationd LegaZ Status of the Kwuntung Leased Territory, 1 70-2 and 1 86-90. 

37 Young, The Internarional LRgaI SICI~UT of the Kwantung Leased Territory, 1 90 and 203-4. 

Young. The International Legal Status of the Kwantung Leased Terrztory, 188-95. 



new world body, the League of Nations. The Chinese Foreign Minist- quickly detennined that 

this course of action would fail. as they would receive no international support from any 

signifkant country since such a challenge would threaten a century of other 'unequal' treaties 

that had been signed with the West. The second possibility was to open bilateral negotiations 

with Japan. Several such attempts were made between November 1923 and March 1923, al1 of 

which were rebufied by T ~ k y o . ' ~  With the failure of legal and diplornatic solutions. China was 

lefi with one option, econornic pressure. In the spring of 1923 many Chinese hoped that the 

bargaining power of a boycott would be a threat that Japan could not ignore. 

The Course of Events during the 1923 Movement to Regain the Guandong Leasehoid 

Politics in Beijing during the winter of 1922-23 were chaotic? Wu Peifi (Wu P'ei-fù). 

the military warlord of Zhili (Chihli)4', was involved in a complex balancing act, fending off 

locai political rivals while worrying about the possibility of another war with his greatest 

j9 Young, The hen~ernationof Lega! Statu ofthe Kwanrung Leased Terriroty. 228-33. Japan's fmal 
note of 14 March read in part: "The [memben of the] Japanese Government are unable to conceal frorn 
themselves a sense of surprise and regret at the communication under acknowledgernent. The treaties 
concluded and notes exchanged in i9 15 were forrnally signed by Japanese and Chinese representatives 
who were properly invested with full powen by their respective Governrnents, the treaties having been 
moreover duly ratified by the respective heads of state .... The atternpt on the part of your Government to 
abrogate of its own accord, treaties and notes which are perfectly valid will not on!y fail to contribute to the 
advancement of fnendship beiween our two countries. but should be regarded as contrary to the accepted 
principles of international intercourse ..A therefore seems to the Japanese Government that there is no 
occasion for entertaining in any way the proposals of your Govenunent respecting the discussion of 
questions incidental to the restoration of Port Arthur and Dairen or consequent upon the abrogation of the 
said treaties." (English translation taken fiom Young, The Inremarional Legal Sta1u.s of the Kwantung 
Leased Territory, Appendix A, 23 1-3.) 

See Andrew J. Nathan. Peking Pofitics. 1918-1 923. Factionaiism and rhe Faiiure cf 
Consrirutionaiism (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1976), 186-220. 

" See Boorman. ed., Biographicai Dictionary ofRepublican China, Vol.  3 ( 1  970), 444-50. 



milita- rival, the Manchurian warlord Zhang Z~ol in .~ '  The Chinese President. Li Yuanhong (Li 

Yuan-hung), was in the unenviable predicament of prestding over a 'lame-duck' go~ernment.~' 

Thus, when China's diplomatic attempts to reopen negotiations with Japan concerning the tems 

of the Guandong lease were rebuffed in mid March, new players emerged who would lead the 

movement to regain the southern Manchurian territories. Among these new players were the 

students of Beijing, and the national and local Chinese chambers of commerce in the major cities 

of North China. 

Following in the tradition of the May Fourth Movement, the 1923 protests to regain the 

Guandong leasehold began in Beijing. The students in the capital were the fîrst to organize and 

to demand that Japan honour the tems of the original 1898 treaty. On 15 March the Beijing 

Students' Union (Beijing Xueshenghui) held a public meeting on the campus of Beijing 

University (Beijing Darue). At this meeting the students voted to publish an open telegram to the 

nation protesting the 'illegal' 19 15 extension of the Guandong lease and demanding that Japan 

vacate the Liaodong Peninsula by 26 March? The students of Beijing were soon joined by the 

members of the city's chamber of commerce (shanghzli) and on 26 March (the date that the lease 

was originally to expire) over 5.000 students. merchants and workers marched in Tiananmen 

Square demanding the immediate Japanese surrender of the Guandong territories." Two days 

after the rally outside the walls of the Forbidden City, student leaders and several members of the 

CYB (1924-5 ed.), 1 178-86. 

43 Booman ed., Biographicaf Dicrionary of Republican China, Vol. 2.343-6. 

" RQLSS, 546. 

TDRB, March 28. 1923: and RQLSS. 546-7. 
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Beijing Chamber of Commerce held a meeting on the campus of Beijing University during 

which another open telegram was drafied, this tirne calling on al1 patriotic Chinese to boycott 

Japanese goods to protest the continued occupation of the cities of Lüshun and Dalian. and the 

illegality of the Twenty-one Demands and subsequent treaties? 

The initial force in the Beijing protests had been the voice of angry students, but the key 

to the development of the 1923 Movement was the rote played by China's politicized 

bourgeoisie. During the spring of 1923, the Beijing Charnber of Commerce transformed raw 

public outrage into an organized nationalist movement with economic clout. On 27 March. the 

Beijing Chamber of Commerce submitted a petition to the Chinese government demanding that 

action be taken. and sent a telegram to Tokyo stating its inrention to boycott Japanese products 

unt  i 1 negotiations regarding the future of the Guandong leasehoid were opened. By late April a 

nationalist movement had been formed in Beijing invoiving students and local business leaders. 

and on lune 7 these groups coordinated another major pubIic protest in Tiananmen Square. More 

than 30,000 people participated in this anti-Japanese rally. rnaking it one of the largest 

manifestations of Chinese nationalism in the capital during the Republic period.'" As the 

movement began to spread throughout North China during the next four months. it grew in both 

size and impact, as the boycott, which was coordinated by local chambers of commerce, affected 

Japanese merchants in every major treaty port and city north of the Yangzi River. 

While events in Beijing were unfoiding. students and business Ieaders in Shanghai 

" RQLSS, 547-8. For additional information on the Beijing protesü see McCormack. C h g  Tso- 
lin in Northeasi China., 95. 

" RQLSS. 749-50. 



organized a number of anti-Japanese protests of their own." Again the angp voices of China's 

youth were the first to be heard wher, on 25 Mach more than 50.000 university. college and 

trade school students assembled in the Nandao district of Shanghai to protest Japan's decision 

not to return the Guandong temtories. At this meeting a resolution was passed calling for the 

immediate boycon of a11 Japanese goods." The following day another meeting was held, this one 

sponsored by the Shanghai Chinese General Charnber of Commerce (Shanghai zong shanghui). 

More than two thousand penons, representing over two hundred local business and native-place 

organizations (huiguan). met in the central hall of the city's chamber of commerce to discuss 

Japan's failure to retum the cities of Dalian and Lüshun to Chinese c~ntrol. '~ The following eight 

resolutions were passed at the meeting: 1) that a telegram be sent to al1 friendly nations asking 

for their support; 2) that an open telegram be sent to the citizens of Japan alening them to the 

unfaimess of their government's position; 3) that local Chinese newspapers give substantial 

coverage to the issue; 4) that local landlords no longer rent their premises to Japanese: 5 )  that 

Chinese newspapers refuse to print Japanese advertisements: 6) that a boycon of al1 Japanese 

goods begin immediately; 7) that no more Chinese-grown rice be exponed to Japan: and 8) that 

Japanese banknotes be boyconed in al1 treaty ports." The meeting at the Shanghai Chinese 

General Chamber of Commerce ended with preparations being made for a large parade the next 

48 Zuo, "1923 nian Zhongguo Renmin Shouhui Lüda Yundong gaishu." 7. For a review o f  the 
1923 Movement in Shanghai see RQLSS. 550-5. 

" China Weekly Review (hereafter cited as CWR), March 3 1 ,  1923; and Rerner. A Study of 
Chinese Boycoits., 80. 

" NCH, March 31, 1923. 

" NCH, March 3 1, 1923. 



da). to protest the continued Japanese occupation in southern Manchuria. 

The next day over 25,000 people marched through the streets of Shanghai demanding 

the end to the Japanese presence in the Guandong leasehold. Organized by the city's chamber of  

commerce, the parade stretched over four miles in Iength. The rally was described by a local 

newspaper reporter: 

The huge crowd ... represented nearly 250 different organizations. Smdents, merchants, labourers, 
and professional men walked shoulder-to-shoulder, girl students and miIl workers hand-in-hand. 
Banners, flags, maps and scrolls, large and small. were carried, some by one person, some by 
more than half a dozen. Handbills and circulars were distributed, each urging the return to China 
of what is due her, and the boycott of Japan until she surrender~.~~ 

This public protest. involving people from al1 walks of  life. demonstrated not only the strength of  

Chinese nationalism and the antiJapanese sentiment in Shanghai. but also the organizational 

ability of the local chamber of commerce. By uniting people across class lines first in public 

demanstrations and later in the boycott of Japanese goods. the Shanghai General Chamber of 

Commerce transfonned the 1923 Movement into a mass nationalist movernent with a major 

economic bite. 

Throughout the spring and summer of 1923 the anti-Japanese rnovement and related 

boycott spread to al1 major cities in Nonh China and along the Yangzi River." In the ci- of 

Wuhan during the first week of June several rallies were held protesting Japan's refusal ta return 

the Guandong territories to China. Over 60.000 people. including the city's transportation 

workers, students and Chinese employees of the local Japanese textile and machine factories, 

'' NCH, March 3 1 ,  1923. 

53 RQLSS, 555-9; and Remer. A Sfu& ofChinese Bq-corts.. 81 -2. 
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participared in these demonstrations? The port of Tianjin experienced similar anti-Japanese 

protests d u h g  the months of April and May, seriously affecting both the morale and business of 

the city 's Japanese pop~lation.~' 

The 1923 Movement in Manchuria and the Guandong Leasehold 

Voices of protest were also heard in Manchuria during the early months of the 1923 

Movernent. Provincial assemblies in Fengtian, Jilin and Heilongjiang passed resolutions in late 

Febmary demanding that the cities of Dalian and Lüshun be retumed to China? In Changchun. 

the 'Jilin Society for the Support of Diplomacy' was founded in late March. and to the north the 

'Society for the Support of Diplcirnacy in Haerbin' boasted a membership of more than ten 

thousand persons." General Zhang Zuolin, the head of the Fengtian military clique and the 

defacto d e r  of Manchuria, however, did not wish to antagonize his Japanese sponsors (fiom 

whom he hoped to procure a shipment of weapons which would be used in the nest campaign 

against his enemies in Zhili) and, therefore, attempted to curtail the growing nationalist 

rno~ernent.~' Zhang pressured the Fengtian and Jilin parliaments to pass a number of laws in 

early March that prohibited pub!ic demonstrations and allowed for increased press cens~rship.'~ 

'' RQLSS, 559 and 749-50. Some of the Wuhan protesters took to boas and assembled a flotilla 
that sailed past the city's docks waving banners denouncing Japanese imperialism in southem Manchuria. 

s5 RQLSS, 556-7; and Peanie, "Japanese Treaty Ports in China," 203-5. 

56 ZUO, "1923 nian Zhongguo Renrnin Shouhui Loda Yundong gaishu." 8; RQLSS, 559-62; and 
McCormack, Chang Tso-lin in Northeast China., 95. 

" Manteuu c h a a  geppü. March 29. and April 15, 1923; and Shewing shibao (Shengjing 
[Shenyang] Times) (hereafter cited as SJSB), M a c h  14, and ApriI 8, 1923. 

McComack, Chang Tso-lin in Norfheprt China., 124-5. 

59 TDRB, March 6 ,  1923. 



As a resuit of these new laws. Manchurian cities did not witness the degree of public anti- 

Japanese sentiment as that displayed south of the Great Wall during the summer of 1923. While 

protest parades and rallies may have been iltegal, the anti-Japanese boycott was still a factor in 

Manchuria. Zhang Zuolin, in an attempt to please his rnilitary and political sponsors in Tokyo, 

was able to keep the streets of Shenyang (Mukden) and Changchun free of nationalist protestors, 

but was unabie to force people into the cities' Japanese-owned shops and b u s h e s ~ e s . ~ ~  

The End of the 1923 Movement 

More important than parades and rallies to Japanese traders and factory managers was 

the economic impact of the Chinese boycon of their goods. By the end of June Japanese 

businesses throughout the north were being severely affected by the Chinese economic protest. 

Japanese textites, paper and food products were the primary targets of the boycott and suffered a 

ten percent drop in sales from their 1922 figures.'! The Shanghai Japanese Chamber of 

Commerce. representing those most severely affected b>. the boycott. sent a telegram to the 

Foreign Ministry in Tokyo on 20 June demanding that measures be taken to end the conflict over 

the extension of the Guandong lease? While Japan's overall trade with China had deciined by 

only ten percent, Cotton traders in Shanghai had seen their sales plummet by almost sixty percent 

during the sumrner of 1923." The Shanghai merchants complained that: 

60 Zuo, " 1923 nian Zhongguo Renmin Lüda Yundong gaishu." 8-9; RQLSS, 562-3; and SJSB, 
May 12, 1923. 

'' Japan's 1922 conon expom to North China totalled 137 million yen. and dropped to 126 
million yen the next year under the impact of the boycott. (See Rerner, A Study ofChinese Boycorrs., 87-9; 
CWR, July 2 1-28, 1923; and FER (August 1928). 349-50.) 

62 NCH, June 23 and 30, 1923. 

63 NCH, June 10, 1923. 



[tlhe present anti-lapanese boycott is very different in nature tiom those of the pst .  Previously 
such boycotts were instituted by students and demagogues. This boycon, however. is conducted 
by the Chinese General Chamber of Commerce and 0 t h  similar bodies [je. native-place 
associations], so that the movement is very widely spread and well regulated. resulting in far 
ereater loss and damage to Japanese businessrnen and manufacturers, than previous  boycott^.^ 
Ci 

Despite the pleas of the Shanghai Cotton traders, the japanese government, fearing a loss of 

electoral support at home, refused to take action and decided to ride-out the Chinese protests. 

This strategy worked, for by the end of Augun the anti-Japanese boycon and popular protests 

had lost much of their momenturn as many Chinese merchants, in an attempt to salvage some of 

the year's profits, had resumed trading with the Japanese conon miIls.65 The Great Kantô 

Earthquake on 1 September did rnuch to soften anti-Japanese sentiment throughout China and 

within two weeks the last of the boycotts were indefinitely suspended. 

The Significance of the 1923 Movement 

Given the fact that the 1923 boycott involved hundreds of thousands of Chinese 

participants in dozens of cities, it is surprising that there is almost nothing pubiished on the 

rnovement in the PRC. Only a few local historians have examined the history of the 1923 

Movement and their works have been subject to severe Party censorship. The reason for this 

apparent Iack of open scholarly interest relates directly to the question: What constitutes a 

modem nationalist movernent of significance in the Peoples Republic of China? 'The 1923 

Movement to Regain the [Cities ofJ Lüshun and Dalian' did satis& several criteria which should 

64 NCH, June 23, 1923. chi the organitational role played by native-place associations in 
Shanghai in nationatist movements of thee Republican penod see Goodman, Native Place, Ci& and 
Nafion., 260-77. 

15' Remer, A Study of Chinese Boycotts.. 82-3. 



have made it an important nationalist movernent of the early twentieth centurym First, it was 

anti-imperialist in nature, since it directly targeted Japan's aggression in southern Manchuria and 

the principles of the 'unequal' treaties that China had been forced to sign since the mid 

nineteenth century. Second, the movement covered a large geographic area: at its height in June 

1923 most cities north of the Yangzi were invoived in the antiJapanese boycott. Third, the six 

month boycon that ernerged fiom the nationalist protest caused real econornic h m  for Japanese 

merchants in North China who lost an estimated thirty-two million yen in  sale^.^' Lastly, the 

participants in the 1923 Movement represented many different social classes (rnerchants, 

students and workers), thereby exemplifying the CCP's larer calls for a 'united front' against 

Japanese imperialism. One crucial ingredient, however, was missing from the 1923 Movement 

and related boycott-the Chinese Communist Party. The CCP was not involved in the 

movement's organization or development, and even more damning in the eyes of Party 

historiographers the 1923 Movement was led by China's bourgeoisie in the form of the nation's 

general chamben of commerce. These merchant societies (and the anti-Japanese boycott they 
C 

coordinated) were the key factor in.the surnmer of 1923. providing both an organization structure 

and economic clout to the students' and workers' anger at Japan's refusal to vacate the 

Guandong leaseho id. 

Labour in Dalian and the Guandong Territory 

Western scholarship on the econornic history of the Japanese occupation of Manchuria is 

extensive.la Despite the large number of studies on the early industrial development of 

66 The reader is referred to Zhang Deiiang's review of the significance of the 1923 Movement, in 
RQLSS, 584-92. 

67 RQLSS, 590; and Remer, 87-9. 



northeastern China, however, little work has been done on the topics of trade unions and CCP 

activity in the region before its liberation in 1945. Chong-sik Lee's seminal study, Revolutionary 

Struggle in Manchuria: Chinese Communkm and Soviet Interest. 1922-1945 (Berkeley: 

University o f  CaIifornia Press, 1983) remains the best account of Party organization and worker 

resistance during the period of Japanese rule, Utilizing a wealth of Japanese govemment archival 

material and Chinese scholarship fiom the late 1970s and early 1980s, Lee paints a picture of the 

Manchurian branch of the CCP weakened by interna1 factionalism, its pandering to the strategic 

interests of the Soviet Union, and Japanese police ac t iv i t i e~ .~~  Although Lee's general 

interpretation of the period is accurate, the present study argues that both the Partfs and unions' 

organization and activities in Dalian were more vital than he believes. Utilizing recent research 

by local historians in the PRC, it can now be argued that the history of the labour movement in 

the Guandong Ieasehold during the 1920s lies sornewhere between the extremes of great success 

and dismal failure. 

AIthough both the CCP and local unions in the leasehold were handicapped by the full 

force of Japanese colonial controls. they nevertheless did manage to organize and lead several 

workers' movements and dozens of strikes during the earl!. and mid 1920s (Table 4.3). It was not 

until  the mass arrests of union and CCP leaders in the summer of 1927 that the local Party 

apparatus fell victim to interna1 bickering and its leadership role was weakened in the largest 

68 See Ramon Myers. The Japanese Economic Dwelopnienr of Manchuria, 1932-1945 (1982); 
Sun Kung-te, The Economic Development of Manchuria in the First Haifof the Twentieth Centwy ( 1  973); 
Chao Kang, The Econornic Developrnenr of Manchuria: The Rise of a Frontier Economy (1 982); AM 
Rasmussen Kinney , Japanese Imestment in Manchurian Manufacruring, Min ing, Tramportarion and 
Communicationr, 1931- 1945 ( 1982). 

69 Lee. Revolutionmy Struggle in Manchuria., 3 07-2 1 . 



Table 43:  Strikes in Dalian, 1916-1927 (Selected Years) 

MDN (various years and dates). Also see RQLSS, 599-60 I ; DGYS. 32- 192. 

industriai city in southern Manchuria-Dalian. After the highpoint of the summers of 1925-26, 

both the Party and independent labour movement in the Guandong IeasehoId continued to 

organize against the Japanese authorities and factories. although with uneven success. 

As previously noted. miIIions of Chinese migrated to Manchuria in the earIy decades of 

the twentieth cenniry. Nanirally. the majority of rhese arrivals originated in the economically 

poorer and more crowded provinces of northern China that had easy access to the lands beyond 

the Willow Palisade.'' The largest sources of these new arrivals were the provinces of Shandong 

and Hebei (Table 4.4). For the most part. the  Hebeiren ('Hebei people') crossed overland into 

Year 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

" See Young, "Chinese Colonization and the Development of Manchuria," 428-34; and Ho. 
"Population Movement to the Northeastem Provinces in China." Chinese Social and Polirical Science 
Review 15 (193 l), 347-53. 

Sources: Figures compiled fkom the following local newspapers SJSB; MDNMS; TDRB; and 

Total # Workers 

730 

1,479 

4,977 

4,055 

5,490 

8,899 

13,795 

9,865 

# of Strikes 

3 

7 

22 

28 

29 

65 

67 

34 

Total # of Dzys 

7 

15 

99 

98 

128 

266 

31 1 

138 



Table 4.4: Orieins of Chinese Migrants to Manchuria for 1935 

1 Shandong 1 238,430 1 57.6 1 146,362 1 61.4 

Province 
of 

Origin 

1 Hebei 1 165,617 ( 40-0 1 23,276 1 14.1 

( Henan 1 4,243 1 I .O 1 1,232 ( 29.0 

Total of 
Migrants 

to Manchuria 
from 

Province 

arrived in Manchuna in 1935 they are representative of the general trend benveen 1905 and the 1930s. See 
Lattirnore, Manchuria, Crudle ofConJlicr, 2 16; Ho, "Population Movement to the Northeast Frontier of 
China," 346-65; and Young, "Chinese CoIonimtion and the DeveIopment of Manchuria," 428-44. 

O h  of the Total of 
'Recorded' 
Migrants to 
Manchuria 

Others 

Fengtian, the southernmost Manchurian province. For the migrants fiom Shandong, however, the 

land route was not the obvious choice. Instead, they crossed the Bo Hai Gulf and landed in one 

Number from 
Home Province 
Arriving via the 
Port of Dalian 

Source: ROP (1 937 ed.), 170. Although these figures only reflect the numbers of Chinese migrants who 

5,3 5 2  

of the southern ports on the Liaodong peninsula (Table 4.5). Although most of the new arrivals 

O h  of Province's 
Migrants 
Arriving 

Through the 
Port of Dalian 

Table 4.5: Chinese Migration to Manchuria by Ports/Routes of Arrival, 1923-1931 
(Selected Years) 

1.4 

Year 1 Dalian 1 Yingkou 1 Dandong 1 By Land 1 Total 1 

776 

Colonization and the Development of Manchuria," 428-3 1. The vast majority of Chinese 

14.5 

193 1 

migrants included in these figures would have originated in Shandong province. 

continued their joumey into the Manchurian interior to work in the region's agricuitural or 

Source: ROP (1929 ed.), 12-4; ROP (1936 ed.), Statistical Table No. 13; and Young, "Chinese 

226,53 1 

resource industries (especiafly the SMR3 Anshan iron works and Fushun coal mines), some of 

-- - 

79,177 36,139 
A 

125,555 467,402 



the migrants sertled in Dalian," where the SMR. including its subsidiary enterprises. was the 

largest emplcyer.z 

Coolie Labourers in Dalian 

Thousands of Chinese worked on Dalian's dockyards and rail-yards loading and 

unloading freight (figure 13). Most of the young Chinese men who worked on the cityys wharves 

originated in Shandong province, where they heard of ernployment oppominities from family 

members or fnends already in Dalian, or from one of the wharf companies' recn~iters.'~ The 

wages earned by Dalian's coolie labourers were comparable to those in the treaty ports in the rest 

of China." Wages may have been similar to those in Shanghai and Tianjin, but that does not 

mean that they were high. These dockworkers formed the backbone of Dalian's labour force. and 

as Chong-sik Lee writes, "[as] might be surmised, their wages were very low, barely enough for 

l ivel iho~d."~~ Food costs usually consumed over half of the cooliesy wages. with another forty 

7' CWR, November 29, 1930; and George Bronson Rea. "Daylight in Manchuria," FER 
(November 1 920), 57 1-84. 

RQLSS, 134. 

'' in 1925, a survey was conducted on the Dalian wharves. asking how the local coolie labouren 
had corne to the city to find work. The results of the survey were: 38 percent had been recruited by farnily 
members or friends; 44 percent had been invited by Chinese foremen (usually from their home county in 
Shandong); 10 percent had been recruited by the SMR or another Company; and 8 percent had simply 
arrived destitute and in search of work. (See MDNMS, April 1, 1925.) The rnost fmous of the recruiting 
companies that operated in Dalian during the 1920s and 1930s was the Fu Chang Company (Fu  Chang 
gongsr]. (See RQLSS, 26 1-7.) 

74 Kinney, Monchuria Todayy 54. The acnial wage fluctuated throughout the 1920s and 1930s 
depending upon the type of work, but rarely exceeded one Manchurian yuan per week. See Seluski, 
"Regional development in Manchuria.," 42 1-2; and MDNMS, November 1, 19%; April 1, 1925; and ApriI 
1, 1927. 

'' Lee. Revolurionury StmggIe in Manchuria., 15-6; CWR, September 6, 1930; and November 8, 
1930; and a Report on labour conditions in the Guandong leasehotd, by the British consul at Dairen, M.E. 
Dening, July 25, 1927. FO 37 1/125 I 1. 



percent of their eamings going to pay for lodginp and hear? The majority o f  Dalian's 

dockworkers lived irr the SMR or Fu Chang Companies' drafty brick dormitories that were 

situated in the city's northern neighbourhoods (figure 14), or in the hundreds of small huts that 

fomed a shanty-town just south of the dockyards. At the end of each month, afier sending 

almost four yuan back to their farnily in the south, the average Chinese coolie labourer had less 

than IWO yuan to spend on luxunes like cigarettes, liquor and new clothing. As it was dificult to 

support one person on their wages, most married dockworkers had their wives and children 

remain in Shandong, where they would be provided for by the extended family." Most of the 

coolie labourers in Dalian were poor. illiterate peasants," whose stay in the Guandone leasehoid 

was always intended to be temporaryÏ9 After working for one or two years on the wharves, most 

dockworkers retumed home, having remined almost one hundred yuan to their families during 

their stay in Dalian. 

Industrial Workers in Dalian 

For those Chinese who possessed a skill. life in Dalian was slightly better than it was on 

the crowded wharves. Following the economic boom of the late 19 1 Os, DaIian's industrial 

quarter had become increasingly diversified. By the twenties, the city's economy no longer relied 

solely on the expon of soya beans. as dozens of new factories had opened. ernploying thousands 

" MDNMS, November 1, 1924. 

MDNMS, Novernber 1 ,  1924. 

" MDNMS, April 1, 1925. Only 2 1 percent of the Chinese labouren on Dalian's docks had 
received four or more years of schooling; 47 percent had received no formal schooling at all; and the 
remaining 32 percent had received only a mdimentary primary-school level education ( 1  to 3 years). 

79 CWR, November 29, 1930. 



Figure 13: Chinese Labourers on Dalian's Wharves (Gu Mingyi collection.) 

Figure 14: Chinese Labouren' Quarten at Dalian Dockyards (Manchuria Dailv 
February 28, 1914.) 



of Chinese workers. Bean oil and cake plants were the first to appear. but were soon followed by 

distilleries, breweries. flour-mills, ceramic works, cotton-mills. cernent factories and chernical 

plants.80 Chinese migrant labourers from Shandong were ofien recruited by Japanese-owned 

factories before they Iefi their homes. Several Japanese firms (most notably the city's textile 

mills) annual ly sent recruiters to Shandong to procure cheap labour for Dalian's expanding 

factories. Promising free transportation to the leasehold, high wages and inexpensive company 

Iodging, the Japanese recruiters convinced tens of thousands of impoverished Chinese that a 

golden future awaited them in southern Manch~ria.~ '  

Once they arrived in Dalian. the Shandong labourers found that Japanese workers earned 

on average two to three times the wage paid to a Chinese worker engaged in the same type of 

work (Table 4.6). This situation was a zontentious point for rnany Chinese, and particularly their 

union leaders. despite Japanese daims that although there was a racial disparity in the saiaries o f  

their employees. overall the wages for Chinese workers in the Guandong leasehold were higher 

than elsewhere in China,'' 

'O FER (February 1923). 107-1 0. On the diversification of Dalian's economy during the 1920s see 
RQLSS, 267-70,284-333,394-407. 

" CWR, September 6, 1930: and MDNMS. April 1,  1925. For more information on the topic of 
company recruiters see Young, "Chinese Colonization and the Development of Manchuria," 434-5; and 1. 
Nagano, "Chinese Labor in Manchuria," C m  November 8, 1930. 

MDNMS, November 1. 1924: and KGFW (1929 ed.), 64-5 and 80-2. 



1 Occupation 1 Japanese Worker ( Chinese Worker 

1 Iron Worker 1 3.4 1 1.4 

1 Printer 1 3 .O 1 1.4 

( Foundry Worker 

Table 4.6: Average Weekly Wages in Dalian, c. 1920 (Manchurian yuan) 
I 1 1 

I 

- 
- 
- 
I 

- 
w 

- 
L 

ir 

1 Power Plant Worker 1 3.5 1 1.5 

1 Soya Bean Oil Mill 1 - 1 O .4 

1 Ceramic Factory 1 3.6 1 1.1 

labourers in Dalian throughout the period of the Japanese occupation. (See MDN, February 
6,  19 13; MDNMS, November 1, 1924, and April 1, 1925: ROP (1 93 1 ed.), 173-5; CWR, 
September 6, 1930. 

Cernent Factory Worker 

The preferential wage scale was one of the principal causes of strikes in Dalian during 

the 1920s. Other common causes of labour disputes were local abuses by Japanese factory 

Sources: DGYS, 43-4. These ratios are consistent with wages paid Japanese and Ch 

- 

4.0 

foremen and managers. the rampant inflation caused by the devaluation of the Fengtian yuan." 

--- - -  - 

1.7 

the dangerous working conditions in Dalian's factories. and the exorbitant Company dormitory 

and meal fees." While Japanese authorities in Dalian were busy supervising the diversification 

and growth of the pon ciry's indusrrial base. Chinese discontent continued to grow and was to 

find an outlet when unions forrned in the mid 1920s. 

" See McComack, Chang Tso-lin in Norrheasr China., 89 and Chapter 3. note no. 59; and Lee, 
Revoluiîonq Struggle in Manchuria., 1 6-7. 

" MDNMS, August 1. 1925; CWR, September 6. 1930; and iee, Revolurionory S~ruggfe in 
Manchuria., 44. 



The Founding of the Chinese Workers' Study Society 

On 2 December 1923 Chinese workers held a meeting at the largest industrial site in 

Dalian, the SMR's Shahekou rail-works (figure 15), where they voted to form a union. Fu 

J i n g ~ a n g , ~  a local worker activist who had attended a SMR-sponsored technical school in 

Dalian, was the principal driving-force behind the new Chinese trade union. Afier attending a 

meeting of the National Federation of Railway Workers' Unions (Quanguo Tielu Zonggonghui) 

in February 1923. Fu had been converted to the revolutionary ideas of the young Chinese 

Communist Party by Luo Zhanglong, who had been sent to Dalian to scout for potential union 

leaders.s6 Throughout the spring and summer of 1923, Fu Jingyang covertly worked to organize a 

union at the SMR factory (gongchmg), and in early December his efforts paid off when the 

Shahekou workers voted to establish the first union in not only Dalian, but also Manchuria-the 

Dalian Shahekou C hinese Workers' Study Society (Dalian Shahekou Gongchmg Huaren 

Gongrue hur"). 

In January 1924, the Shahekou union opened its membership to Chinese workers in 

ten other factories owned by the SMR and its subsidiary enterprises throughout the city. The 

union's executive voted to change the organization's name to reflect its enlarged membership, 

thereby creating the Dalian Chinese Workers' Study Society (DCWSS) (Dalian Zhonghua 

Gongxuehui) (figure 16). The DCWSS was the rnost important union in the Guandong leasehold 

For a brief biography of Fu Jingyang see Liu Gongcheng ed., Dalian gongyun zhuming renwu. 
1923-1 989 (Famous Figures in the Daiian Labour Movernent, 1923- 1989) (hereafter cited as DGZR) 
(Shenyang: Liaoning renmin chubanshe, f 990)' 5- 12. 

86 DGZR, 6.  



Figure 15: Interior of the Locomotive Worksbop, Shahekou, Dalian c. 1920 
(Adachi Kinnosuke, Manchurla: .4 Survq (New York: Robert M. McBride and Co.. 1925 ). 34.) 

Figure 16: Headquarters of the Dalian Chinese Workers' Study Society ( P h o t o p p h  
by author, August 1993) 



during the decade of the twenties." Together with the Dalian Chinese Printers' Association 

(Dalian Zhonghua Yinshla Zhigong Lionhehut], led by Guan Xiangying and Zhao Wuchen," the 

DCWSS organized thousands of the city's Chinese industrial w~rkers . '~  

Not only did local activists like Fu Jingyang and Zhao Wuchen work to develop Chinese 

working-class consciousness and a Iabour rnovement in the IeasehoId, but so too did the CCP. In 

Decernber 1923 the CCP Central Cornmittee (Zhong Gong Zhongym) sent Li Zhenying, the 

Chief Secretary of the Beijing-Hankou Railway Union, and Chen Weiren, a Party rnernber from 

Shanghai, to Dalian to establish a b m c h  of the Party in the Guandong leasehold. Working with 

the local leader Fu Jingyang, Li and Chen helped to establish the Shahekou study society and 

later the city branch of the Chinese Communist Youth League (CCYL) (Gong Qing T ~ a n ) . ~  

" As it was illegal to organize unions in the Guandong leasehold, Chinese activists called their 
workers' organizations, 'study societies' or 'nade associations' in order to circumvent the letter of the 
Japanese laws. Police in DaIian were seldom fooled by such labels. however, and managed to keep 
accurate tabs on local Chinese unions. (See CWR. June 14, 1930: Lee, Revolurionury Smggle in 
Manchuria., 42; and Kant&ho(The Guandong Government) comp., Kant~chorodo takei sho (Labour 
Statistics for the Guandong Leasehold) (Dairen: n-p., 1930 ed.) [LSDAG 29 141.) 

'' For biographical sketches of Guan Xiangying and Zhao Wuchen see DGZR 29-35 and 20-5. 
Guan and Zhao were local-bom union leaders, as both had been born in the mraI area outside Dalian 
during the period of the Russian occupation of the Guandong leasehold. Both Guan and Zhao wotked in 
the printing shop of the Taidong ribao (Great East Dai!y News), a local Chinese-language paper in Dalian, 
where on 26 April they organized the shop's printers into the second industrial union in Manchuria. (See 
Men Enfu, "Guanyu Dalian Zhonghua yinsha zhigong lianhehui qingkuang ji qi ta" (Concerning the 
Situation of the Dalian Chinese Prkters* Union and Other Matten), Dalian wemhi zifiuo 5 (September 
1988): 48-49.) 

For more information on the Printers* Union see Men, "Guanyu Dalian Zhonghua yinshua 
zhigong lianhehui qingkuang ji qi ta," 48-54; DGY, 20-5; and RQLSS, 6 12-6. 

" DGYS, 2-3; and DGY, 75-92. The full name of the Chinese Communist Youth League was 
Zhongguo Gongchanrhuyi Qingnianttuzn. The Dalian branch of the CCYL went through several 
metamorphoses during the 1920s and early 1930s. At various times it was also cailed the Dalian Chinese 
Youth Association (Dalian Zhonghua Qingnianhui), the city branch of the Socialist Youth League (SYL) 
(Shehuizhuyi Qingniantuan), and the Dalian chapter of the Chinese Youth Association (Zhonghuu 
Q rngn ian hu 1'). 



Throughout 1924 and early 1925, Party representatives and local union leaders iaid the 

foundations for the Dalian labour movement upon which they would atternpt to expand. as 

hundreds of workers were enlisted in the new unions and instnicted in the basics of class struggle 

and factory-level protest.'' 

The Summers of Protest, 1925 and 1926 

On 30 May 1925, students, intellectuals and workers rallied in Shanghai to protest a 

series of anti-chinese incidents that had occurred in the city. During that aftemoon British and 

Indian police in the International Concession fired on the demonstrators, killing thirteen and 

injuring many o t h e ~ . ~ '  A general strike was called in Shanghai and sympathy strikes broke out 

throughout China, inchding the Guandong leasehold. Under the leadership of the unoflcid local 

branch of the CCP (the Dalian branch of the CCYL), a summer of labour unrest erupted in 

The Japanese governors of the Guandong territory were not prepared for a season of 

stri kes and anti-colonial activity. In fact. Daiian's municipal government, together with the SMR 

and the leasehold's administration." had been planning for several months to hold a major 

91 Over eighty percent of the members of the DCWSS and the city's printers' unions paid monthly 
dues of O. 1 yuan, a considerdble sum considering the fact that their monthly disposable income was usually 
less than nvo yuan. (Lee, Revolutronary Struggle in ~tianchuria.. 4 1 .) Chinese historians make the 
argument that this financial cornmitment to the local unions in DaIian, demonsa-ated the strength of the 
Chinese workers' beiief in the fledgling labour movernent. (See DGY, 76; and RQLSS, 602-8,) 

9' For more on the situation in Shanghai in 1925 see Clifford, Shanghai, IP2j: U r h n  Naciomlisrn 
and the Defense of Foreign Privilege ( 1 979). 

93 See "Dalian shengyuan 'Wu Sa' can'an de fandi douzheng" (Dalian's Anti-tmperialist Struggle 
in Support of the Massacre at the May 30th Movement, 1925), Dalian wenshi riliao 3 (December 1987): 
18-28. 

94 The exhibition's executive cornmittee was made up of the fotlowing members: Mayor Sugino 
of Dalian-Chairman; Marshall Zhang Zuolin-Honourary President; Guandong Governor Kodarna Hideo, 



industrial exhibition in late ~urnrner.~' At a municipal council meeting on 17 February, the issue 

of an exhibition was debated, and at the close of the session al1 but nvo of Dalian's forty-one 

aldermen voted to extend a gant  of 20,000 yen for the construction of a new showcase in the 

city.% By early July four buildings had been erected on a stretch of land cansecrated by Shinto 

priests in the Furhimidoi denki kœn (Fushimidai electric park), three blocks southwen of the 

central train station (figure 17). These new stone and brick buildings were to house the 

participants' booths, refreshment and souvenir stands." Hoping that the exhibition would be a 

glorious display of "Sino-Japanese solidarity,'*%e Japanese administrators in Dalian were to 

have their plans jeopardized by local Chinese trade unions. For the second time in only two 

years, the Japanese 'screen of success' in the Guandong tenitory was to be tom by popular 

Chinese protest. 

On 15 June a joint meeting was called by the Dalian Chinese Workers' Study Society. 

the Dalian Chinese Printers' Union. the Iocal Chinese Communist Youth League (CCYL). the 

Chinese Enlightenment School (Zhonghua Zeng Zhi Xu~xiao) and the Awaken China School 

Yasuhir6 Banichi (President of the SMR) and General Shirakawa (Commander-in-Chief of the Guandong 
A m y  )-the Heads of the Advisory Cornmittee: and a Standing Cornmittee comprised of 45 prominent 
Chinese and Japanese businessmen, including most of Dalian's municipal council. (MDNMS, September 1. 
1925.) 

95 MDNMS, Septem ber 1, 1925. 

% MDNMS, March 1, 1925. The Guandong Govemment and SMR also donated 22,000 and 
52,000 yen respectively for the construction of the exhibition and fair grounds. The total expected cost of 
holding the industrial exhibition was 200,000 yen. Included in this amount was a total of 7,800 yen to 
cover the expenses of four city officiais who were to travel to Tokyo, Korea, Haerbin, Shenyang, Shanghai, 
Beijing, Tianjin and Qingdao to advenise the exhibit and to encourage the participation of Chinese, 
Japanese and Korean merchants and commodity traders. 

97 MDNMS, June 1, 1923. 

98 MDNMS, June 1, 1925. 



Figure 17: The Dalian Industrial Exhibition Grounds, 1925 (MDNMS, June 1, 1925.) 



(Zhonghua Jinornin .Yuexiao) to discuss the events in Shanghai. These local groups voted to 

establish an urnbrclla organization-the 'Organization to Support the May 30th Movement' 

(Tuanri Wei Zhiyumt 'Wu Sa ' Yundong)-to coordinate their efforts to combat Japanese 

imperialism and to support their Shanghai cornrades.* It must be noted that the CCP had not yet 

formally established a branch of the Party in Dalian (this was not to happen until IO January 

1926) and that local cadres were, therefore, forced to work within the city's new labour 

movements which they had helped to create, but did not hl ly c ~ n t r o l . ' ~  The Organization to 

Support the May 30th Movement passed the following fÏve resolutions at its inaugural meeting: 

1 )  to issue a public telegram expressing their concerns for, and support of. the Shanghai workers; 

2) to collect donations to provide relief for the Shanghai strikers; 3) to organize a memorial 

meeting honouring those killed by the British and tndian police; 4) to distribute flyers throughout 

Dalian denouncing Japanese colonial rule in the Guandong leasehold; and 5) to hoId a public 

parade protesting Japanese imperialism in China.''' 

On 2 1 June the Dalian umbrella organization held a public mernorial dedicated to those 

killed in Shanghai. Representatives from al1 of Dalian's unions were present and announced that 

the city's Chinese workers would begin to expand their anti-lapanese protests. At a meeting held 

afier the mernorial service, a new resolution was adopted by the organization's executive 

cornmittee, headed by Fu Jingyang and Yang Zhiyun (CCP member and head of the Dalian 

branch of the CCYL respectively). The new resolution called for the organization to begin to 

DGY, 1 15-9; and "Dalian shengyuan 'Wu Sa' can'an de fandi douzheng," 19-2 1 .  

l W  This point is emphasized by local historians in Dalian. See DGYS, 1 15; and "Dalian 
shengyuan 'Wu Sa' can'an de fandi douzheng," 18-28. 

'O' "Dalian shengyuan 'Wu Sa' can'an de fandi douzheng," 24-6; and DGYS, 1 16-7. 



target local workers' grievances and to supervise a series of strikes in some of the c i v o s  most 

infamous Japanese-owned facto rie^.'^' The largest of these protest strikes were held at the 

Fengtian chernical plant (7 lune), the Lüshun saltworks (25 June), the Fukurhima ccstton mil1 (27 

June) and the Shahekou factory (in J ~ l y ) . ' ~ ~  

The 1925 surnmer strike wave in Dalian began as an act of solidarity with the Shanghai 

workers, but quickly local grievances became the central issues for the city's strikers. The largest 

dispute, in terms of both number of strikers and duration, was at the SMR's Shahekou ( S h h k a )  

rail-yard and repair shops. The Chinese strikers at the Shahekou factory had the following four 

demands: 1 )  that as Mantersu employees they be given free rail tickets once a year; 2) that they 

receive free rent at the SMR dormitories; 3) that no workers would be fired for participating in 

the strike: and 4) that along with a wage increase, they wouId be paid in Chinese (Fengtian) yuan 

instead of Japanese yen.'m The SMR managers in Dalian agreed to the free rent and not to 

dismiss any of the striking workers, but regarding the other dernands they first had ta consuit 

both the Guandong administration and Japanese home government in Tokyo which oversaw the 

afiairs of the Company. After two weeks of delaying tactics the SMR granted al1 of the workers' 

demands. The Chinese trade union movement, under the partial leadership of the CCP' had 

achieved its first great victory. ï h e  SMR's executives, however, had acquiesced to the strikers' 

' O 2  RQLSS, 675-8; aiid DGYS, 1 19-26. 

'O3 RQLSS, 6 15-6 and 623. 

'w RQLSS, 69-82; DGY. 4; DGYS. 127-34; and Yang Zhiyun, "Dalian jixie zhizuo suo bagong 
shijian de yanbian guocheng" (The Course of the Developrnent of the Strike at thc Dalian Machine Shop), 
Dahn wemhi ziliao 5 (September 1988): 54-7. The Chinese workers resented being paid in Japanese yen 
for two reasons: I )  the Japanese managers used an unfair exchange rate when determining the pay scale; 
and 2) Manchurian, or more accurately Fengtian, yuan could easily be sent back to their families in 
Shandong or in the no&, while the local Japanese currency would first have to be changed (for less than 
its full value) into Chinese rnonies in one of the city's Japanese-owned banks or currency exchanges. 



demands not because they feared the factory's new union (only a few hundred of the 5.030 

Chinese workers at the Shahekou plant were registered union members). but because rhey 

worried that the situation rnight have escalated into a violent city-wide strike like the one that 

was paralyzing Shanghai.'" 

The Japanese governors of the Guandong territory feared that a general strike in Dalian 

would spread to the city's dockworkers and consmiction labouren, senously jeopardizing the 

planned industrial exhibition which was already severai weeks behind schedule.IM The "Tiny 

City of Colours and Lights," that was to showcase the advances brought by Japanese 

colonialism, was too important to risk for the sake of a rninor labour dispute and. therefore. its 

organizers ordered the Shahekou managers to agree to the strikers' dernand~.''~ The e.xhibition 

opened on 1 O August (figure 18), and ran for more than six weeks. On display in the three main 

halls were examples of the region's natural resources, manufactured goods. and samples of 

traditional Chinese and Japanese art. Intended to demonstrate Dalian's new rnaturity (it had 

becorne an independently administered municipality a decade earlier), the centrepiece of the 

show was a scale mode1 of the city erected in the SMR's display room. Over the foq-five days 

that the exhibition was open to the public, several thousand visitors passed through the electrical 

park to view the splendours that the city of 'Great Connections' had to offer. In the end, the 

exhibition was only a minor success as most of its visitors were Japanese residents of Dalian 

who were already impressed with the city and not inrerested in major purchases of industrial 

' O 5  RQLSS. 605-21 ; and DGYS, 13 1-3. 

'" Lee. Revolurionary Stmggle in Manchuria., 44. 

'O7 MDNMS, August 1, and September 1, 1925. 
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Figure 18: The Dalian Industnal Exhibition, Summer 1925 (MDNMS, August 1. 1925) 
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machines. textiles, or raw rnateriais.'08 The leasehold's administrators. however, were granted a 

temporary reprieve from dealing with disgruntled Chinese workers while the ci- sparkled under 

the exhibition's green and red flood-lights. 

During the surnmer of 1926 a third tear appeared in the 'Japanese screen of success' 

when another season of labour unrest erupted in Dalian. The largest strike of 1926 occurred at 

the Fukushirna Cotton mill. Opened in the spring of  1925, the Fukushima mi11 employed over 

1.200 workers to run its 15,000 spindies. More than 670 of the factol's workers were young 

wornen recruited from the Shandong countryside and streets of Dalian, and another 450 were 

children.lW The remaining 80 workers were Chinese males employed as machinists. heavy 

equipment operators and shop foremen.'l0 The origin of the conflict was not a CCP directive to 

lash out against the Japanese irnperialists, but the blatant corruption of one of the factory's 

Japanese managers. The manager in question was the factory's accountant who was pocketing â 

portion of the Chinese workers' wages by paying them in Fengtian yuan while at the same time 

deducting their dormitory fees in grossly inflated Japanese yen. Hou Lijian. the factory's 

representative in the Dalian Chinese Workers' Study Society (DCWSS), brought this cornplaint 

to the attention of the union's executive cornmittee. Fu Jingyang. the head of the DCWSS. 

decided that the factory's workers (seventy percent of which belonged to his union) should hold 

'O8 MDNMS, September 1 .  1925. 

'O9 On the topic o f  women and children in textile mills during rhe Republican period see Emily 
Hon ig, Sisfers and Strangers. Women in the Shanghai Couon Mills, 19 19- 1949 (Stan ford: S tan ford 
University Press, 1986). 

' ' O  On the imponance of shop foremen in textile mill strikes dunng the 1920s see Martin W. 
Frazier, "Mobilizing a Movement: Cotton Mill Foremen in the Shanghai Strikes of 1925." Republican 
China 20: 1 ( 1  994): 1-45. 



a strike to resolve the issue of the stalen wages. The strikers presented the factory's managers 

with six demands: 1) worken were not to be physically or sexually abused (many of the young 

girls complained of being molested by Japanese managers and foremen); 2) mothers were to be 

allowed to breast-feed their babies on the shop floor, 3 & 4) that al1 workers receive a substantial 

mise and a mandatory day of rea every two weeks; 5) that an eight-hour workday be established; 

and 6) that dorrnitory fees be reduced."' When the factory's managers refused to consider these 

cornplaints at a meeting held at the factory's gatehouse on A p d  27, the Chinese workers walked 

off the job."' 

In an attempt to keep the factory operating, the Japanese owners of the Fukushima mil1 

immediately hired several hundred Chinese replacement workers. The new employees, who had 

been recruited from the poorer neighbourhoods of Dalian,'" arrived at the factory gates on the 

morning of 1 ,May-May Day."' fhe  Japanese could not have chosen a more inappropriate tirne 

to send in the 'scabs.' At the front gates of the factory the replacement workers encountered a 

crowd of several hundred striken and an equal number of supporters, many of whom were 

holding placards pmclairning: "Support the Third International!"; "Down with Irnperialism!"; 

"Suppon the CCP"; and "Support the Da1 ian Strî kers ! "' " The stnke-breakers quickiy raeated 

' ' ' Manzhou boo (Manchuria News) (hereafier cited as MZB). Apnl30, 1926; and TDRB, April 
30, 1926. For a review of the strikers' compfaints against the Fukushirna factory see Zhong Gong Dalian 
dijâng &ng shr ziliao hui ji (The Local History cf the Dalian Branch of the Chinese Comrnunist Party: 
Compiled Materials) (hereafter cited as ZGD) (Dalian: Daiian difang dang shi bianji shi bianyin, 1983), 
105-6; and RQLSS, 623-5. 

l l 2  Guandong h o  (Guandong News) (hereaficr cited as GDB), Apri130. 1926. 

' 1 3  MZB, May5 and 13, 1926. 

MZB, May 5, 1926; RQLSS. 628-9; and DGYS, 155. 

l l5 ZGD, 1 12. 



in the face of supex-ior numbers. 

For the next month little happened as the Japanese management not only refused to meet 

with the striken' cornmittee (headed by Fu Jingyang), but had in fact gone so far as to arrange, 

with the help of Komada Hideo116, the Guandong Govemor, the arrest of Hou Lijian and several 

other striking foremen nvo days after the strike started.l17 In order to maintain communication 

between the striken and the local union leadership afier the amst  of Hou and the other foremen, 

the DCWSS estabiished their 'general headquarters' (dabenying) at the Renhetang yaodiun 

(Reahetang apothecq)  near the faaory.118 The owner of the drugstore, Wang Changquan? acted 

as liaison between the strikers and the union's leadership for the duration of the conflicr. 

By the end of May a stalemate had emerged, but the calm was about to be broken by the 

arriva1 of Zhang Chi, a special envoy from the North China Regional Comminee of the CCP 

(Zhong Gong Bei fag  Quwei).'19 Zhang quickly reviewed the situation and encouraged the 

strikers to heighten their activities by distributing more inflammatory pamphlets among the 

citfs Chinese population and engaging in sabotage work at the factory (figure 19).I2O The 

' l6 Komada had been Govemor of the leasehold during the strikes of 1925 and now, a year later. 
publiciy proclaimed chat he would insure that the ciry of Dalian would not be inconvenienced by yer 
another season of unrest. (MNNS, Aprii 28, 1926.) 

l" GDB, May 5, 1926; and MZB, May 13, 1926. 

l l a  RQLSS, 630. Usina local shops as contact points beoueen union and factory leaders was a 
standard practice in Dalian during the 1920s and early 1930s. In these locations, scanered throughout the 
city, messages and support hinds could be safely msferred away from the watchfûl eyes of the local 
police. (See Ge Yuguang, "Dalian diqu Dang lingdao xia de dazhong shudian" (Popular Bookores Under 
the Leadership of the Chinese Communist Party in the Dalian Area), Dalian wenhua yishu shiliao 3 (April 
1987): 1-9.) 

'19 RQLSS, 632; and ZGD. 1 15. 

I2O DGYS, 159-60. 



Figure 19: Editorial Cartoon on Communist Influence on Stnkes in Dalian (1926) 
(Manchuria Dai& News: Monthly Supplement, Apri 1 1 ,  1 926.) 



situation quickly escalated, although not in the manner that Zhang had anticipated. On 23 june 

both of the local strike leaders, Fu Jingyang and Hou Lijian (who had only been released frorn 

his April arrest on 13 June), were arrested for revolutionary activity."' The Secretary of the 

North China Regional Cornmittee of the CCP, Li Dazhou, learned of these arrests the following 

week and sent the experienced strike leader Deng Hegao to Dalian to bolster the Party's 

leadership role in the strike and to replace the local-level activists who had been arrested.'" 

Deng's opinion of the situation in Dalian was that the Pam should not push the Japanese 

managers and authorities too far and that an attempt be made to negotiate an end to the 

conflict.13 Under Deng's leadership, the snikers' executive cornmittee met at the Renhetang 

pharmacy and drafted a letter to the mill's management announcing their decision to end the 

dispute. Afier three weeks of bargaining, the Japanese mil1 owners agreed to al1 but one of the 

workers' demands on 6 August, ending the strike."" 

The workers' movement and the CCP in Dalian achieved their greatest victory of the 

occupation period in the Fukushima strike. Local leaders were able to organize and sustain a 

lengthy strike at one of the city's largest factories that ended with the majorih of workers' 

demands being met. The local levei of the CCP also proved that it could provide flexible 

leadership in tirnes of crisis and that calls for radical action were not always appropriate. 

"' TDRB, June 29, 1926. 

"' ZGD, 125-6. 

Iz3 DGYS, 178-9; and RQLSS, 637-40. 

Iz4 TDRB, August 7, 1926; and GDB August 7, 1926. The only strikers' demand that was not met 
in the settiement was the issue of the eight-hour workday. The factory's managers refused to reduce the 
workday by two hours, but did agree to lengthen the lunch-break to thirty minutes, with two additional 
fifteen minute breaks during the day. 



Unfortunately for both the Party and the local labour movement, the national and provincial 

Ievels of the CCP were never again able to provide local leaders with such flexibility. The late 

1920s and early 1930s saw the Party's hranch in Dalian increasingly weakened by the Li Lisan 

ideological stniggle and catls for the defence of the Soviet Union's interests in Manchuria. 

Monument to the Fukushima Strike and the Legacy of Labour Movements in the PRC 

In a neglected park in the industrial West end of Dalian stands a monument to the 

Fukushima Cotton miII strike (figures 20 and 2 1). Erected by the city's textile workers on the 

fiftieth anniversary of the strike, the monument's inscription proudly reads: 

On the 27th of April, 1927, the workers in the Fukushima Textile Company, under the leadership 
of the CCP and the Dalian Chinese Workers' Study Society, in order to fight Japanese 
exploitation, and for national independence and class liberation, held a great strike. This strike 
camied out Chairman Mao's 'New Democratic Revolutionary GeneraI Lines* of anti-imperialism 
and anti-feudalism. The strike had support fkom the Chinese National General Union and the 
workers of Dalian. The strikers aIso united with farmen and other members of the oppressed 
classes. The strike lasted for IO 1 days, and finally forced the Japanese imperialists to accept ail of 
the strikers' demands. Again victory! 

The monument originally had been erected in the courtyard of the factory in the spring of 195 1, 

but was moved to its present location. a few hundred meters away, in 1976 during the final 

months of the Cultural Revoiution. Two local historians. Gu Mingyi and Liu Gongcheng, have 

described the significance of both the Fukushima strike and the m o n u r n e ~ t . ' ~  They have 

explained that the legacy of the 1926 strike extends beyond the confines of the small park, as the 

Fukushima strike is viewed by local historians as one of the most critical episodes in the history 

of labour during the Japanese occupation of southem M a n ~ h u r i a . ' ~ ~  

'" Even the physical dimensions of the monument are symbolic. Its base is 1.926m high and 
represents the year 1926. The height of the main stelae, 4.27m, signifies 27 April-the day when the strike 
started; and its width of 1 .O 1 rn represents the 10 1 days that the strike lasted. 

n6 General histories of Dalian often ciaim thzt the Fukushima strike was one of the most 
important events in the city during the early wentieth century. (For exarnple see Yuan Baolian, Dalian 



Figures 20 and 21: Monument and Inscription to the April27,1926, Stnke at 
~ ~ k u s h i m a  Cotton Mill (Photographs by author. July 1993) 

dflang shi jiunbian ( 199 1 ). 10 1 .) For the CCP's oflciaf history of Dalian the strike plays an even n 
prominent roie. (See ZGD, 105-38.) 
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Liu Gongcheng, an expert in local CCP and union history, has called the Fukushima 

strike the "greatest and most famous stnke in the history of Dalian."127 Liu argues that the snike 

was important for three reasons: First, it marked the maturation of the CCP's organization in 

Dalian, especially that of the Dalian Chinese Worken' Study Society which acted as an urnbrella 

organization for many of the city's industrial unions. As a result of the strike the DCWSS 

doubied its membership role, growing to over 4,000 memben, while the local branch of the CCP 

grew from only six registered members in the spnng of 1926 to twenty-three Party activists by 

the end of summer.'" Second, the strike gave the city's worken their greatest victory in tenns of 

grievances resolved.'" The strike ended on 6 August afier the Japanese factory managers had 

agreed to six of the workers' demands: 1)  a raise in salarv; 2) one paid day of rest every two 

weeks; 3) compensation for workers who had been abused by their Japanese foremen; 4) a 

Iengthening of the lunch break by fifieen minutes; 5) a promise not to dismiss strikers; and 6) 

that educational and recreation materials be made available to the mill's Chinese empl~yees . '~~  

Finally. the strike was irnpomnr for the support that it received from Chmese south of the Great 

Wall, for in early JuIy, the Fukushima strike cornmittee received 2,500 yuan and a letter of 

support from the Guomindang government in Guangzhou. a s  well as smaller sums from the 

Chinese General Unions in Shanghai and Tianjin.13' Although Japan's colonial presence in 

DGYS, 15 1 ; and RQLSS, 622-39. 

12' RQLSS, 640; and DGY S. 1 5 1-8 1.  

12' DGYS, 180-1 ; and DGY, 6. 

130 DGYS, 175-6. 

1 3 '  DGYS, 179; and RQLSS, 633-7. 



Dalian was not in danger of collapsing in the aftermath of the Fukushirna strike. the dispute did 

demonstrate that the 'jewel in the Mamersu crown' (Dalian) was not as sparkling as its foreign 

governors had hoped. 

The End of CCP and Union Activity in the Guandong Leasehold 

Afier the successful summer strikes in the mid 1920s: neither the local branch of the 

CCP nor Dalian's labour movement ever again experienced a 'revoIutionary high tide.' Having 

been surprised by the strength of the city's unions in 1925 and 1926, the civilian administrators 

in the Guandong leasehold increased their surveillance and suppression of local activists in 

Dalian during the years Ieading up to the Manchurian Incident. Heightened police pressure. 

however, was not the only reason behind the decline of the labour and communist movements in 

Dalian. Between 1928 and 193 1 the upper echelons of the CCP were fraught with interna1 

factionalism and ideological dissent which did much to sabotage the base that had been so 

carefully cultivated in southern Manchuria. 

In July 1926. Deng Hegao, who had been sent to Dalian to assist in the organizing of the 

Fukushima strike, helped local activists establisfi the Dalian Regional Committee of the CCP 

(Zhong Gong Dalian Di Wei).I3' Throughout the next twelve months Deng worked tirelessly to 

suengthen the Party's structure in the pon, founding a workers' depanment (headed by Wang 

Ligong a Shahekou employee), a youth corps and education committee.ljj By July 1927 the 

DaIian Regional Cornmirtee had established twenty-three branches of the CCP throughout the 

13' ZGD, 130; Lee. Revolurionory Stluggle in Monchuria.. 48-9; and RQLSS, 6 16-9. 

133 For an overview of the career of Wang Ligong see DGZR, 13-9. 
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city with a total membership of between two and three hundred activistd3" This revolutionary 

base. however. was to be compromised in June when a series of police raids "confiscated printed 

matter of communistic complexion here and there [which told] that the movement was far better 

organized than any [simple] labour agitation.'"'' Although the authorities discovered that Deng 

Hegao was the local Party leader, it was not until the interrogations of two other communist 

organizers during the weeks that followed that the Japanese uncovered the fiIl extent of the 

CCP's activities in Dalian. 

On 29 June L927 Yang Zhiyun. head of the Daiian branch of the Chinese Communist 

Youth League and founding member of the Dalian Chinese Workers' Study Society, was 

arrested in Shenyang while attempting to organite a strike in a Japanese-owned textile mill. 

Yang was returned to the authorities in the leasehold where the local police had compiled an 

extensive file on him during the Fukushima strike the previous summer.lJ6 Yang was 'tightly 

squeezed' during his internment until he produced a list of local activists and the PG's plans to 

recmit new members in the city's bean mills and print shops."' This information was combined 

with that revealed in another confession that had been secured from Wei Changkui. a local 

communist leader who had been caught atternpting to organize the pon's dockworkers 13' With 

this new knowledge the Japanese authorities seized the initiative and on 13 July raided the 

13 Lee, Revo f utionary Srruggle in Manchuria., 49. 

135 MDN, August 20, 1927. 

13' RQLSS, 622-5 and 640-6. 

137 Lee, Revolutionaty Stnrggle in Manchuria., 50- 1. 

'j8 DGZR. 39-40; DGYS. 198-200; ZGD. 159; and Lee, Revolutionary Strtrggle in Manchuria., 
50- 1. 



headquarters of the Dalian cornmittee and arrested forry-eight communist leaders. inchding 

Deng Hegao arid Hou Lijian (the Party's organizer at the Fukushima conon n ~ i l l ) . ' ~ ~  

In the afiennath of July arrests, both the CCP and the labour movement in Dalian were 

forced t~ suspend their activities. On 20 August the Dalian Chinese Workers' Study Society, the 

first union to have been organized in Manchuria, was closed, and six days Iater the Dalian 

Chinese Printen' Union shut its office doon for the last tirne.Ia Not only were local labour 

organizations devastated by the Japanese raids, but so too was the Dalian Regional Committee of 

the CCP. Prior to July the comrnittee's membership role had approached three hundred trained 

Party organizers. and now a month later was reduced to no active rnembers. Chen Weiren! a 

veteran CCP organizer frorn Hunan who had helped to found the Party's early structure in 

Shanghai. was sent by the Central Committee to investigate the damage that had been inflicted 

on the movernent in the Guandong leasehold. Wei had previously travelled to Dalian four years 

earlier and was shocked at what he now observed. He reponed that not only was the Party's 

organizarion in Dalian destroyed. but also its cells in Shenyang, Changchun and Haerbin. The 

surviving CCP rnembers in Manchuria were disorganized. dernoralized and completely cut off 

from their superiors south of the Great Wall."' To revitalize the Party. Chen established a 

Ternporary Manchurian Provincial Comrnittee (Mumhou Sheng Linshi Wei-wanhui) which 

immediately dispatched a number of agents thmughout the region to establish new local 

subcomrnittees. Over the next six months the Guandong District Committee (Zhong Gong 

- - 

139 RQLSS. 642-3. For a complete list of those arrested in July 1927 see ZGD, 160-3. 

''O DGYS, 20 1-2; RQLSS, 646-7; and Men, "Guanyu Dalian Zhonghua yinshua zhigong 
Iianhehui qingkuang ji qi ta," 52-4. 

'" Lee. Revolurionary Struggle in Manchuria., 63-4. 



Guandong.Yian Wei) and the Dalian Municipal Comminee (Zhong Gong Dalian Shi Wei) were 

established and placed under the direct supervision of the now permanent Manchurian Provincial 

Comm ittee (Zhong Gong Manzhou Sheng Wei). 

By the spring of 1928 the CCP's organization in the Guandong leasehold had been 

restored. Instead of cautiously building on this new base. however, local activists chose to lash 

out at Japanese imperialism in southern Manchuria. On 28 April the Guandong District 

Committee distributed thousands of May Day leaflets among Dalian's Chinese workers. The 

city's police force quickly moved in and arrested Qu Wenxiu, the cornmittee's secretary, anci 

during this raid uncovered the Party's secret membership files.'" AI1 listed activists were soon 

arrested. thereby destroying the CCP's organization in the leasehold for the second time.IJj 

Although neither the Party nor the labour movernent in Dalian ever h l l y  recovered from this 

incident. their final demise was brought about not oniy by the efforts of the city's Japanese 

police force. but also by an ideological struggle within the Chinese communist movement. 

Behveen the autumn of 1928 and January 193 1. the CCP came under the influence of Li 

Lisan. In Shanghai in June 1929 at the Second Plenum of the Sixth Centra1 Committee, Li cafled 

for the CCP to shift its priorities to defending the Soviet Union. which he believed was coming 

under increasing attack from the capitaiist world. This policy of defending the Soviet Union, 

even at the expense of China's short-term interests, placed the CCP's fledgling organization in 

Manchuria in the greatest peril. Under Li's influence, the national level of the Party began to 

issue contradictory orders and circulars, which both condemned the Manchurian branch for 

- 

"' ZGD, 194-6; RQLSS. 645-6; and Lee. Revolufionory S~ruggfe in Manchurio., 67-9. 

143 For a list of those arrested in the spnng of 1928 see ZGD, 195. 
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endangering their Soviet allies when they instigated strikes or protests in the Kortheast. and for 

failing to further the revolution's cause when they opted not to attack the Japanese aggre~sors.' '~ 

In December 1929 'Central Circular No. 60' reafifrmed Li Lisan's earlier calls ro protect the 

Soviet Union, but now added that locat branches of the Party were to begin to lead armed 

struggles against both domestic enemies and foreign imperialists in 'key cities' (zhongxin 

chengzi) throughout China. 'Central CircuIar No. 70,' issued two months later. declared that a 

'revolutionary high tide' had arrived (despite evidence to the contrary) and that Party activists 

were now to attack openly the enernies of the people, including the foreign imperialists."' This 

radical direction in which Li Lisan was leading the Party amounted to a suicide mission in 

Manchuria and especially the Guandong leasehotd, where the few communists ivho had survived 

the past two years of Japanese raids could not publicty organize without jeopardizing not only 

their own lives. but also their cause. 

The best exampie of the difficulties created for local union activists by the ideological 

factionalism at the provincial and national levels of the CCP was the career of Wang Yongqing. 

Along with Fu Jingyang and Zhao Wuchen. Wang was one of the rnost important union leaders 

in Dalian during the late 1920s and early 1930s. Born into a poor peasant famil? in Shandong. 

Wang joined the Party in the spring of 1926 and worked to organize pesants and workers in his 

home county until the winter of 1928-29. In early February 1929, Wang was arrested afier a local 

informer betrayed his identity and activities to the authorities. After escaping from prison 

disguised as a woman, Wang was transferred to the newly-formed Manchurian Provincial 

'" Lee, Revolutiona>~ Stmggle 

14' Lee, Revolutionary Smggle  

in Manchuria., 97- 100 and 1 13-23. 

in Manchuria., 97- 100 and 1 13-4. 
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Cornmittee of the CCP. and sent to organize the dockworkers of Dalian."6 

Arriving in Dalian in May 1959. Wang quickly realized that the local lapanese 

authorities, particularly the 'counter-intellieence' (tokumu) branch of the c ip ' s  po!ice. u-ere too 

well organized to fight openly and that the Party should, therefore, quietly organize and under no 

circumstances rnobilize a frontal attack on the enemy 14' Despite Li Lisan's calls for the Party to 

seize the 'revolutionary high tidr,' Wang believed that it would be wiser for the Dalian Special 

Branch Committee of the CCP (Zhong Gong Dalian Te Zhi) to concentrate its efforts on raisins 

the class-consciousness of the city's Chinese workers by holding 'flying meetings' vei-ri~zg jihui) 

and organizing targeted strikes that were aimed at improving the living conditions of the average 

worker. By these more prudent actions Wang believed that the CCP would expand its influence 

among the workers of Dalian."' While Wang kvorked to establish closer ties between the Party 

and the city's dockworkers. the Manchurian Pro\ incial Committee ordered the Dalian branch to 

mobilize the masses for armed rebellion. Wang refused to follow this 'Lefi line' and \$.as 

denounced as a 'counter-revolutionan. Rightist' at a meeting of the Dalian Special Branch 

Committee of the CCP in Februaq. 1930. instead of artacking the lapanese authorities in Dalian. 

local Party members were instructed to turn their sights on ii'ang and 'struggle brutaIl-, and 

mercilessly attack' (canku douzhetrg. iwqirzg dqil  thcir former cornrade."' Labelled 3 'Right 

'46 DGZR. 69-70. 

"" DGZR. 70. Four of the five police offices in the Guandong leasehold were located in Dalian. 
and employed more than 1,300 constables in 1929. Throughout the late 1920s and 1930s the Dalian police 
force continued to grow. doubIing by the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War in 1937. See KGFW (1929 
ed.), 37-9; CWR, June 21. 1930; and Xu, "Riben tongzhi Dalian shiqi de jing te xian jigou." 21-33. 

'" DGZR, 70- 1 

IJ9 DGZR. 7 1. 



revisionist.' Wang was expelled from the P a m  in early blarch 1930. Now ostracized by most 

rnembers of Dalian's labour movement, Wang Yongqing returned to his familiar haunts-the 

cip 's  crowded wharves-where he continued to organize the Shandong coolies into independent 

unions until his arrest and death in 1938. 

Despite the problerns caused by the ideoiogical radicaiism of the Li Lisan Iine and the 

poor strategies employed by over zealous local activists, the role that the Japanese police played 

in the demise of the labour movement in the Guandong leasehold cannot be over emphasized. In 

1924. Shen Yin. an evperienced CCP organizer from Shanghai. travelled to Dalian and reponed 

on the city's security forces. He wrote: 

The police organization here is very thorough. The procedure for farniiy regisw investigation is 
very troublesome. If one's behaviour receives the slightest mention or if his connections are not 
clear in the slightest, he cannot stay here even for a day."' 

The Guandong authorities had not only established a large police force in the leasehold, but also 

adapted the traditional Chinese bao jia registration system as a method of social organization and 

control. This system of household registration. which organized ten families into units of a single 

jiu. ten of which made up a bao. was nothing new in the Japanese empire. Shce  the late 1890s 

the colonial authorities in Taiwan had been employing this system of population registration 

( h o k ~  in Japanese). and it was only natural that it be employed in their newer possession in 

southem Man~huria. '~' 

"O Quoted in Lee, Revolurionary StruggIe tn ibianchuria.. 57 .  

15' For information on the bao jia (or hokg system in Taiwan see Chen, "Japanese Colonialism in 
Korea and Formosa: A Cornparison of Systems of Politka1 Control." 126-58; and Chen Ching-chih, 
"Police and Community Control Systems in the Empire," in The Japanese Colonial Empire., eds. Myers, 
and Peaîtie (1984), 216-8; Caroline Hui-yu Ts'ai, The HokôSystern in Taiwan, 1895-1945: Structure and 
Functions (Taipei: Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica, 1993), 127-48; and Ts'ai, The "Social 
Service Movement " (shakai hùshi undo) in Taiwan. 19.32- 1945: The HokoSvsrem for Wartime MobilUcztion 
(Taipei: Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica, 1994). 87-8. 



The Japanese authorities in the Guandong leasehold had always kept a close watch on 

the Dalian's Chinese population and passenger uaffic in the port, but afier the strikes of 1925 

and 1926 this surveillance was extended to the workplace. On 27 June 1927 the Guandong 

Governor issued Ordinance No. 36, which instmctcd al1 factories that employed fifieen or more 

persons to conduct a survey and registration of their labourers. Al1 workers now had to provide 

their employers with their vital statistics, marital and educational status, along with any 

information regarding past or present involvement in trade  union^.'^' The Japanese authorities 

now had three sources of information on most Chinese residents in DaIian: their bao jia 

registration; their resident cards which were on file at the city's downtown police station: and 

their new employment files. The pervasive nature of this volume of information. combined with 

the police use of informants and spies, made it increasingly dificult for the c i ~ , - s  Chinese 

population to organize either labour unions or public protests afier the mid 1920s. 

The trade union movement did survive in Dalian despite the efforts of the Japanese 

authorities to neutralize its more dangerous leaders. By 1939 over 290.000 workers in the 

Guandong leasehold were registered union members (Table 4.7). While some of the 

transponation. construction and textile workers' unions were led by the beleaguered remnants of 

the region's cornmunist movement, most were now independent trade associations \chose main 

responsibility was providing relief to their unemployed rnernber~.'~' Another development tliat 

further emasculated the union rnovement in the leasehold was the creation of the Guandong 

Is2 Report by M.E. Dening, Consul in Dairen to Sir John Tilley, British Arnbassador in Tokyo. 15 
JuIy 1927. FO 371/1251116588. 

Is3 CWR, June 14, 1930. 



Table 4.7: Trade Unions in the Guandong Leased Territo-, 1929 

Trade Sector 

( Wood Products 1 18 1 

Transportation 

Food and Drink 

Clothing 

Total # of 
Unions 

36 

29 

2 1 

Textile and 
Spinning Mills 

Construction 

( Barbers 1 13 1 2,483 1 261 1 9.5 

Employed 
Mem bers 

Printers 

80,089 

19,094 

6,4 1 8 

10 

I l  

1 Miscellaneous 1 67 1 24.716 1 5,895 1 

UnempIoyed 
Members 

14 

Artists 

Guandong 
Labour Union 

O h  of Union's 
Membership 
Unernployed 

4,086 

1,364 

1,512 

6,479 

15.747 

Labour Union (Guundongzhou Laowu Xiehui) in the sumrner of 1 9 X 1 "  This government- 

- -  

5.1 

6.7 

19.1 

3,853 
- 

5 

1 O 

To ta1 

sponsored union quickly grew to be the largest in the leasehold. accounting for almost half of al1 

registered union memben. The reason behind the phenomenal g r o ~ h  of the administration's 

union \vas the benefits that it could offer its members. While most other trade unions in the 

leasehold were forced to accept that fact that thousands of their members were unemployed. the 

Guandong Labour Union, because of preferential govemment contracts and its close relationship 

1,686 

490 

RQLSS. 226. 

20.1 

3 .O 

980 

5.332 

99.292 

Source: CWR. June 14. 1930. 
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20.3 

1.1 84 

670 

272,63 1 1 20,462 

18.2 

0.7 

7.0 



with the region's Japanese business interests. was able to virtually guarantee jobs.15' By co- 

opting the labour movement in the Guandong leasehold with this new organization. the Japanese 

colonial administrators harnmered the final nail into the coffin of the Chinese labour movement. 

A decade after it was established. the Guandong Labour Union became the only legal labour 

association in the leasehold when al1 other unions were disbanded afier the start of the war with 

Ch ina. 

Concluding Remarks on the History of Labour and the CCP in Dalian 

Although it is now evident that both Dalian's labour movement and its CCP sponsors 

were more active in the Guandong leasehold in the mid 1920s than previously believed. one must 

be careful not to overemphasize or glorify Chinese working-class resistance for several reasons. 

First. the CCP did make nurnerous strategic during the late 192Os, such as openly organizing and 

distributing inflammatory pamphlets. as well as ideological errors resulting from Li Lisan's calls 

for -open rebellion' and the Party's subservient policy of protecting the Soviet Union at the 

expense of local conditions. These mistakes proved costly, as they divided the Party's leadership 

in Manchuria and ultimately led to the arrest of dozens of local cadres who were caught 

attempting to lead Dalian's workers in the anti-Japanese struggle. If local leaders like Wang 

Yongqing had been allowed to focus their efforts on building a more secretive organization, 

instead of distributing radical leaflets and holding public meetings to raise class consciousness. 

then perhaps the local labour rnovement could have better withstood the assault by Japanese 

police that crippled it in the late 1920s and early 1930s. Second, the reality of the period was that 

after 1927 very linle was accomplished by the CCP in the leasehold. New regional and city 

- -- - -  - 

Is5 See RQLSS. 225-7. 



cornmittees were estabiished, renamed. and reorganized. but aside from playing musical chairs 

with personnel and branch titles. the Party could daim no activiv that compared to the 'high 

tide' of the mid 1920s. Individual activists did atternpt to organize workers and Iead strikes. but 

the only ones really attacking (and inflicting damage on) the Japanese colonial structure were the 

'patriotic pyromaniacs' of the Anti-Japanese Arson Group (Kong Ri Fanghuo Tuan) who 

occasionally lit the night sky with Dalian's oil refineries. Third, one must be carefui to weed the 

ha_giographic and teleological elements from local-level PRC scholarship. Local historians in 

Dalian anempt to link both the CCP and labour movements of the period of the Japanese 

occupation to their counterparts of the Civil War (1945-49) and post-liberation eras. Although 

Chinese historians often claim that the period of the Japanese occupation provided a valuable 

training ground for Party activists. one must remember that the majority of P a l  leaders in 

Dalian were arrested and then executed. and that afier 1945 the CCP imported most of the city's 

new leaders from other regions of China.''" The final note of caution is that one must remember 

that although many union leaders like Fu Jingang. Zhao Wuchen and Hou Lijian were mem bers 

of the local branch of the CCP. they were first and foremost local factory activists. Parachuted 

Party officials may have viewed Dalian's labour movement as a cog in a much larger and more 

important machine. but for 'home-grown' leaders specific grievances against local employers 

were paramount. The only exception to this rule was the 1925 Movement to support the anti- 

imperialist struggle in Shanghai. and even then local issues eventually moved to the forefront 

during the summer of strikes. Although the! had begun to move along parallel tracks between 

1924-26, the interests of the CCP and the local labour movement in Dalian were not always the 

IS6 RQLSS, 709- 15. 



same. and afier 1927 became increasingly divergent as the Pa- called for more radical activity 

while local union leaders, directly facing the Japanese police in the leasehdd. desired a more 

cautious approach. 

Conclusions Regarding the Decade of Civilian Rule 

During the twenties the civilian govemors of Dalian had their dreams of a 'city of lights' 

in southern Manchuria jeopardized by the external menace of Chinese nationalism and the 

interna1 threats of organized labour and the ideology of the Chinese Communist Party. While the 

1923 Movement to Regain the Guandong Leasehold fortunufely ran its course without disturbing 

Japanese rule in Dalian. the problem of how to deal with the city's Chinese working-class was 

more difficult to solve. In the summer of 1925 concessions were made to the striking workers in 

an attempt to avoid an embarrassrnent to the city's industrial exposition. A year Iater the 

leasehold's administration joined forces with the managers of the Fukushima cotton-mil1 in an 

artempt to crush Dalian's fledgling labour m0vemer.t. On this occasion 'cooler heads' on both 

sides prevailed and brought the strike to an end. After 1927. however. a more confrontational 

ideology within the CCP and its sponsored unions came into open conflict with growing 

conservatisrn in the Guandong administration. In an attempt to circumvent the appeal of the 

growing trade union movement the Japanese administration in southern Manchuria established 
C 

the Guandong Labour Union. whose members benefited by having the lowest unemployment rate 

in the region. Civilian rule in the Guandong Leased Territory was successful in that the 

Governors. colonial bureaucrats and local police were able to 'sniff outg and then 'snuff out' 

local communist and union agitators. seriously crippling the Chinese labour movement, This 

success, however, did not corne without a price. In order to suppress the city's revolutionary 



element the civilian agencies had to rely increasingly on methods of social control more often 

associated with authoritarian mititary rule. Police informants. mass arrests and increased 

censorship of the press became the tools necessary to insure stability and peace. As the decade of 

the twenties closed and the clouds of war loomed over Manchuria. Dalian had already been 

transformed from a cosmopoIitan city ruled by enlightened colonial technocrats into a c i g  mled 

by increasingly anxious bureaucra~ and their spies in the shadows. 



Conclusions: "Dalian as a Case Study of Urban Development and 
Leasehold ImperiaIism in Southern Manchu ria" 

On the night of 18 September. 193 1. a bomb. set by troops from the local lapanese 

garnison. exploded on the tracks of the South Manchuria Railway in the outskirts of Shenyang 

(Mukden). Claiming that one of their patrols was subsequently tired upon by Chinese soldiers. 

tocal commanders of the Guandong A m y  issued an order to engage the enerny. Despite efforts 

by members o f  the Japanese cabinet and Foreign Ministry in Tokyo to curb the actions of the 

milita- the situation quickly escalated. and in less than three days the Guandong A m y  

established control over the Manchurian cities of Shenyang. Changchun. Yingkou and Jilin-' 

Japanese imperialism had entered a nen. and more ovenly aggressive phase that would 

eventually lead to the Pacific War.' 

In the days following the outbreak of hostilities. China's Nationalist leader. Jiang Jieshi 

(Chiang Kaishek). faced with domestic political problems in Nanjing and therefore unable to 

afford a major \var in the north. ordered the Young Marshall. Zhang Xueliang. to move his 

troops south of the Great Wall and out of the path of the Japanese advance. With the majority of 

C hinese troops thereby removed 

' For an introduction to the 

from the arena. the Guandong A m y  was able to overrun 

Manchurian Incident see Seki Hirohani. "The Mancliurian Incident. 
1 93 1 ." in Japun Emprs: The London ,Vmd Conference and the i\funchrrrian Incident. 1 925- 193 1. ed. 
James W .  Morley (New York: Columbia University Press. 1984). 12 1-30; Sadako Ogata. DeJiance in 
Manchtrria. The Making of Japanese Foreign Policy 193 1-1 932 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1964); and Ma Yueshan, 'Jiu Yiba ' Shibiun shi frr (The True Record of the September 1 81h Incident) 
(Shenyang: Liaoning renmin chubanshe. 199 1 ). 

' On the importance of the Mancliurian Incident to Sino-Japanese relations in the 1930s and the 
course of events that led to firll-scale war six yean later see Akira Iriye. "Japan's Foreign Policies Between 
the WorId Wars: Sources and Interpretations." Journal of .-!sian Srildies 26:4 (1967): 677-82: Akira Iriye. 
The Origins ofrhe Second World Wur in .-lsia and the Pacific (New York: Longman. 1987): and Duus. 
"The Japanese Informal Empire in China.," sxvii-xxix. 



Manchuria with relative ease over the course of the next five months. Having swifily acquired a 

territory roughly the size of Western Europe. the Japanese government. and more specifically the 

comrnanders of the Guandong Army. now had to devise a scheme for goveming the new client 

state. The solution was foiind in the creation of a figurehead who could be manipulated by the 

Japanese imperialists in Manchuria. The last Qing ernperor. Aisin Gioro "Henry" Pu Yi, was 

ideaily suited for this role. In early November. after several weeks of negotiations between 

Japanese officiais from the Guandong Army and Pu Yi. the forgotten 'Son of Heaven' \vas 

spirited out of Tianjin by Japanese agents to a boat waiting to transport him to the naval harbour 

at Lüshun. 

During the winter of 193 1-32. the h igh  command of the Guandong A m y  set about 

creating an 'i~dependent' state with Pu Yi as chief esecutive. On I March. 1932. the Japanese- 

sponsored Committee of the Northeast proclaimed the creation of the new state of 

îvlanzhouguo-the 'land of the Manchus." Although the transparent 'independence' of this state 

was condemned by the Western Powers in the League of Nation's Lytton Commission Report 

t h e  following September. Japanese imperialists uithin the Guandong A m y  and in Tok!.o 

devoted a great deal of effort over the following two years to strengthening their control over 

Manzhouguo and to integrating the Guandong Leased Territory into the structure of t h e  new 

Puppet state. By December 1934 the old administration in the Ieasehold had been abolished and 

replaced by a new Guandong Bureau (KarrrS&vokzc) Iieaded by the Guandong A m y  Commander 

who was duly empowered to supervised a civilian Director (S&h@ and District Govemor 

' A full transIation of the proclamation is found in the ROP (1934 ed.). 245-8. For a discussion of 
the negotiations between Pu Yi. the Committee of the Northeast. and the Guandong Army see Ogata, 
Defiance in Manchurta.. 129-30. 



(Ch&m)." Along with these reforms to the administrative structure of the leased territories. the 

headquarters of the Guandong A m y  were transferred from Lüshun to the new capital of 

Manzhouguo at Changchun (Xinjing). as were many of the former offices and officiais of the 

Guandong administration previously stationed in Dalian.5 The leasehold in southern Manchuria 

still esisted. but it was clear to ail that its administration was now controlled by the local branch 

of the Japanese militas. The civilian era of control in the Guandong Leaseliold Territory \vas 

officially over. 

Together the Manchurian Incident and the establishment of the Puppet state of 

Manzhouguo rnarked an important turning-point in the history of both modern Sino-Japanese 

relations and Japanese expansion into China's Northeast. Prior to this point. Japan-s actions in 

Manchuria had largely followed the rules established by the Western Powers in the late 

nineteenth and early hventieth centuries. For more than hventy-five years treaties. commerce. 

'spheres of interest.' and at times veiled militas threats (but never action) had been the guiding 

principles behind which Japanese imperialism had operated. Since the events of the early 1930s 

fundamentally altered not only the nature of Japanese imperialisrn in Manchuria. but more 

importantly for this study the administration of the Guandong leasehold. the autlior has 

terminated this investigation of Dalian's history at the year 193 1.  The question remains. 

however. as to how the 1905-3 I period should be evaluated? Was the nature of Japanese 

imperialism in southern Manchuria prior to the September 1 8Ih Incident fixed? Wliat historical 

' RQLSS. 75-6 and 760-3: KGFW (1934 ed.). 3-9: and Kant6-kyoku (The Guandong Bureau). 
KanrGbokzr shisei sanjtoien shi ( A  Thirty Year History of the Guandong Adminstration) (Tokyo: Toppan 
insatsu kabushiki kaisha, 1936) [LSDAG 9331. 

' See KGFW ( 1  934 ed). 19-10: MYB ( 1934 and 1942 eds.). 872 and 757-8 respectively: and 
"Survey of [the] Kwantung Government." iLIunchrrria (October 1. 1936). 224-7. 



model. grand theory. or  terminology should be used when discussing the history of  the first 

quarter century of Japanese rufe in the port cih of Dalian? 

A New Terminology: Contractual Forma1 Imperialism 

Scholars examining the history o f  European espansion in the late nineteenth and early 

hventieth centuries have debated the rnerits of the t e rmsfo r~~~uf  and iiforrnal imperialisrn siiice 

the early 1950s. following the publication of Ronaid Robinson and John Gallagher's ground- 

breaking article on the origins and workings of the British empire6 These two ternis can 

concisely be defined as: formai. an annexed territory under the direct political control o f  the 

imperial power: and informal, an unequal relationship wherein one nation dominates another. 

usually. although not esclusively. by econornic means.- For Robinson and Gallagher. who were 

examining the history of British imperialism. the impetus to differentiate between formal and 

informai manifestations of imperialism stemmed from a desire to demonstrate a continuity in the 

purpose. if not form. of British expansion during the nineteenth centu-. Since the original 

argument was presented. however. its terminologq. has been expanded to incorporate not only the 

more general issue of  the interaction behveen the rnetropole and the oiitside world. but also the 

histories o f  other imperialist powers during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.' 

In the I98Os. historians examining the phenomena of Japanese imperialism began to use 

" Gallagher and Robinson. "The Imperialism of Free Trade."( 1953): 1 - 15. 

' For a more detailed discussion of the elements of forrnal and informal rule see Osterharnmel. 
"Semi-Colonialism and Informal Empire in Twentieth-Century China.." 290- 1 and 299-309. 

See D.K. Fieldhouse. The Colonial Empires. .-I Comparative Srrnq.from the Eighreenrh Centun. 
(New York: Delacorte Press, 1965): Lewis H. Gann. "Western and Japanese Colonialism: Some 
Prelirninary Comparisons." in The Japanese Colonial Empire.. eds. Myers. and Peattie ( 1984). 497-5 19; 
and Ronald Robinson. "The Eccentric Idea of Imperialisrn. With or Without Empire." in Imperiulism und 
.-Ifter., eds. Mommsen. and Osterharnmel ( 1986). 267-89. 



language and conceptual models that had originally been created by scholars examining Western 

imperialism and col~nialisrn.~ In the introduction to one of the most important collections of 

recent scholarship on the history of Japanese imperialism. Peter Duus utilizes the language of 

informal/formal imperialism to divide the history of Japanese aggression in China into two 

distinct periods. separated by the events of 193 1-32.'* Admittedly the Manchurian Incident and 

the creation of Manzhouguo were important. if not critical. events in the history of Japanese 

imperialism in China. If one examines the pre- 193 1 history of the Guandong leasehold. and 

particularly that of the port city of Dalian. however. it is evident that not only were there earlier. 

subtte shifts in the nature of Japanese imperialism in the region. as it was reflected in the 

administration of the leased territory. but also that a form of forma1 imperialism began more than 

two decades earlier. This dissertation argues that the history of Dalian prior to the 19jOs. 

provides a more accurate periodization of Japanese imperialism in China than that which results 

from using an exclusive formal-informal paradigm based on events in the larger venues of 

Manchuria or North China. 

To understand the history of Dalian and to place it within its proper context, this study 

proposes that a new terminology be coined: 'contractual formal imperialism.' The port city of 

Dalian was located within the Guandong Leased Territory. and as such was part of a larger l e p l  

entity. governed by a set of Iaws and principles based on a century of treaty practice and 

"xamples of this transplanted use of terminology include Beasiey, Japanese In~pcriulisni. 1894- 
19-15 ( 1  983): Peattie. "Introduction: The Japanese Colonial Empire.." 3-15; and Osterhammel. "Semi- 
Coloniaiism and the Informal Empire in Twentieth Century China.," 290-3 14. 

'" Duus. "The Japanese Informal Empire in China." xi-ssviii. 



history." Originally created by the Sino-Russian (or Pavlov) Treaty of 1898, and transferred 

from Russian to Japanese control under the terms of the 1905 Treaty of Portsmouth. the 

Guandong Leased Territory was not rnerely an international legal entity. its status was also 

clearl y distinct from that of an annexed or conquered colony as the terms of the lease included 

both a set period of duration (twenty-five years. later expanded during the Twenty-one Demands 

of 19 15 to ninety-nine yean) and the racit recognition of Chinese sovereignty over the territory." 

Because of these contractual issues Japanese imperialists were forced to operate within a 

different set of parameters than was the case elsewhere in their empire. or often even in the 

foreign concessions and treaty pons dong China's Coast. Although China could exercise neither 

local nor external (national) political control in either Dalian or the Guandong territories for the 

duration of the lease. as a historical and political space. these lands was never forrnally a 

Japanese colony in the full sense of the word. 

The Guandong Ieasehold was never integrated into the Japanese political or legal system, 

as was the case with the colonies of Taiwan. the Nan'l3 (Micronesia). Karafuto (the southem 

half of Sakhalin) and Korea." Also unlike Japan's other overseas possessions. the territory on the 

Liaodong Peninsula was controlled not by the Colonial. but by the Foreign Ministry in Tokpo. 

" For a comprehensive discussion of the legal issues surrounding the Guandong leasehold see 
Young, The International Legal Srurrîs ofrhe Kwanttrng Leased Terrilon ( 1 93 1 ); and the related treaties 
and notes included in MacMurray ' s hvo volume work. Treuries and .4greements wirh und Concernilty 
China. 1894-1919 (1921). 

" Young. The International Legal Statzrs of the Kwantirng Leasrd Trrriroq?. 1 - 1 7 and 1 84-30 7: 
and Car1 Walter Young, Japan Special Posirion in Manchuria: Its .Asserrion. Legai lnterprt. fa  rion, and 
Presenr Meaning (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press. 193 1 ). 7. 

l 3  See Edward 1-te Chen. "The Attempt to Integrate the Empire: LegaI Perspectives." in The? 
Japanesc. Colonid Empire.. eds. Myers. and Peattie ( 1984). 240-74. 



These caveats aside. it rnust be remembered that by the 1920s the leasehold. and particularly the 

city of Dalian. were home to the largest Japanese population outside of the home islands and 

therefore e'diibited many of the elements commonly associated with 'formal' settler colonies. 

The Guandong Ieasehold in southern Manchuria. therefore. was an anomaly that did not fit neatly 

within the larger structure of Japan's colonial empire. The region was important. if not crucial. in 

both economic and strategic terms for Japan's later imperial drive into China. Even in the 1930s 

at'ter the Manchurian Incident. however. the Guandong leasehold was never officially anriexed. 

but simply brought under the close supervision of the Puppet resime in Changchun. 

While a contractually iimited Iegal entiry. the port city of Dalian had both a nature and 

many of the trappings that were more 'formal' than was the case in the dozens of treaty ports in 

China proper. These other port cities. such as Tianjin and Shanghai. also had sizable foreign 

concessions and communities. but they were still by and iarse Chinese cities. The situation in 

Dalian was in fact distinct frorn t h  in the treaty ports south of the Great Wall and included 

many elements commonly associated with 'formal' colonial mle. inctuding: a comples 

administration that reported directl3. to the Japanese cabinet in Tokyo: cornplete Japanese 

control over the local econorny and rnonetan supply: and the activities of the SMR-one of the 

most colonial of companies in history. Dalian was truly a colonial creation. built and 

administered with a degree of pomp and ceremony rivaling that found an>?vhere in the Japanese 

empire. Governor-generals. presidents of the giant congtomerate Manretsrr. and branch managers 

of major Japanese banks and commercial firms al1 proudly calIed Dalian their home during the 

pre- 193 1 period. and could boast that Japan's 'formal' empire had no  ci^' that could match their 

jewel by the sea. The result was that Dalian and the surrounding leasehold were perhaps the most 



'formal' of Japan's imperialist creations in appearance. if not in a strictly legal sense prior to the 

decade of the I93Os. In essence. the city was a hybrid, a mixture of Russian, Japanese and 

Chinese natures and origins. and partly as a result it straddled the fence rnarking the traditionai 

boundary behveen forrnal and informal imperialism. The proposed terminology. 'contractual 

forrnal imperialism.' best reflects the legal and symbolic realities of the situation on the 

Liaodong Peninsula during the period of Japanese rule. For future studies. perhaps the histoy of 

the British leased city of Hong Kong. Portuguese Macau. or even the pre- 19 15 German leasehold 

on the Shandong Peninsula would provide the best comparative case studies to Japan's pre- 193 I 

situation in southern Manchuria. 

The Problem of Evaluating Dalian's Pre-1931 History 

In Aprii 1984. China's prerniere. Deng Xiaoping. announced that Dalian was one of 

fourteen coastal cities selected to spearhead the nation-s modemization and renewed contact with 

the outside world. In the years since this proclamation. Dalian has successfully reentered the 

world market and become a linchpin in the dynamic regional economy of Nortlieast Asia. The 

port's strategic location in tlie emerging trade triangle composed of South Korea. Japan and 

China has been an important component in Dalian's rebirth. One cannot overstate. however. the 

role that direct Japanese investment lias played in tlie rejuvenation of the city. Since the mid 

1980s more thac 350 Japanese firms have invested and established manufacturing plants in 

Dalian's speciai development zone.'' WhiIe some of tlie reasons for Dalian's close contacts with 

Japanese companies are simple matters of geography and economics. there is also the matter of 

'' Emily Thornton. "Opportunity Knocks." Fur Eastern Econornic Revie~cl (December 8. 1994): 
56-8; and Wang Lianjun et al.. Daliun gai lan (A General Look at Dalian) (Dalian: Liaoning Shifan Davue 
chubanshe, 1999, 19-20. 



the city's colonial past. Even now. more than fi@ years after the end of the Pacifk War. 

thousands of Japanese travel each year to Dalian to explore the city of their birth and youth." 

Not only do these 'children of Manchuria' feei a sense of belonging in Dalian. but so too do 

thousands of Japanese businessmen and managers who now cal1 the city home. The former 

Japanese colonial buildings still dominate the central (Zhongshan) square in the downtown core. 

The rnunicipality's electric trams travel the same lines laid down by the South Manchuria 

Railway Company in the 19 1 Os and 1920s. Symbols of Japan's colonial adventure on the 

Liaodong Peninsula literally surround the visitor to Dalian. 

Remarking on the city's colonial past during an interview with the Fur Eusfertr 

Econoniic Rtwiew in 1994. Morita Takashi. the head of blitsubishi's operations in China 

cornmented that: "comparatively speaking. we [the Japanese] did not do too much wrong here [in 

Dalian]."'6 If Dalian's history is cornpared to some of the worst cases of Japan's aggression in 

Manchuria. such as the germ warfare Unit 735 and the bandit suppression campaigns of the late 

1930s. then this claim could be held to be tme. Likewise if one looks to examples of wartime 

excess south of the Great Wall. such as the Rape of Nanjing in December 1937. Morita's 

comment appears to be justified. The view that 'not too much wrong' was done in Dalian during 

the four decades of Japanese colonial rule is therefore not simply a matter of historical amnesia 

with incidents such as the brutal repression that tollowed the strikes waves of the mid 1920s 

whitewashed from the past. Instead. such a claim relates to the more complex issues of 

'' Interview with Moroun Tatsurou. Director o f  the Kitakyüshü Economic and Culturai Eschange 
Office. Dalian. August 1995. Moroura estimated that over 5.000 Japanese tourists from the city o f  
Kitakyüs hü done traveled to Dalian each year during the eariy 1990s. many of whom were retired 
pensioners returning to visit the place o f  their chitdhood. 

'' Thornton. "Opportunity Knocks." 56. 



perspective. historical context. and the question of how does one evaluate the phenornena of 

imperialism. colonial isrn and their mixed legacy? 

On the surface Dalian. during the first half of the twentieth century. was the shining 

il.lnntrtslr 'crown jewel' in southern Manchuria. The leasehold's Japanese govemors successfulIy 

developed the port and diversified the city's economy. The SMR. together with the Guandong 

administration. also provided education and health care for some of the c i s ' s  Chinese residents. 

After noting these achievernents. however. the historian must remernber that the Guandong 

leasehold was the product of a foreign colonial occupation. administered for the strategic and 

economic benefit of Japan and not China. Aside from a small number of -accomodationist' 

politicians and community leaders. the majority of Chinese were denied a voice in the governine 

of both the leasehold and the city: and the few Chinese who spoke out ageinst the inequities 

inherent in the colonial structure were swiftly silenced by the local Japanese authorities. Even the 

services provided by the institutions of hospitals and schools Lvere not universally available to 

Dalian's Chinese population and were. in the end. mechanisms of social control. The claim that 

'not too much wrong' \vas done in the city during the early hventietfi century clearlp depends 

upon through whose eyes one views the past. 

In order to evaluate the Iiistory of Dalian prior to 193 1.  it is necessary to develop a clear 

framework of reference. Wliile the concept of 'contractual forma1 imperialism' proves useful 

when exarnining the history of Dalian and the Guandong Ieasehold. it is not enough in itself. 

What are required are other points of reference by which the scholar can evaluate the history of 

the Japanese occupation of the Liaodong Peninsula and specifically the port city of Dalian. The 

first of these points of cornparison is the genre of recent historical studies on Chinese cities 



during the Republican period. By examining these works the scholar is able to place Dalian's 

history within a broader context and to compare with contemporary developments in other 

Republican-era cities. There also exists the issue of perspective. and particularly the problem of 

how a colonial period should best be examined? In this study a conscious effort has been made to 

explore the history of Dalian through not only the eyes of the Japanese rulers of the leasehold. 

but also through the vantage point of the Chinese 'ruled.' It is impossible to include al1 

perspectives or vantage points in any historical analysis. but an attempt has been made in this 

study to paint as broad a picture as possible. and in the process raising topics for future inquiry. 

This approach of placing Dalian's pre- 193 1 history into a structural context closely relates to the 

bvo central topics discussed in this investigation: first. the city's urbanization and development 

between the years 1905 and 193 1: and second. the study of Japanese imperialism in southern 

Manchuria during the first half of the hventieth centus. 

Dalian and the Field of Chinese Urban H i s t o l  

In  recent years there has been a proliferation of studies on Chinese cities during the 

Republican period. A common theme running through several of these works has besn the 

evolution of native Chinese administrative or commun ity structures that bridged the gap between 

tradition and modernity.lÏ It is now evident that not only tvere many traditional organizations 

successful in adapting to the challenges of new political and social tandscapes in the early 

twentieth century, but also that even when limiting an investigation to a single city. many levels 

of history were simultaneously at play. National and regional forces and concems constantly 

'' Example of this genre of recent scholarship include David Strand. Rickîhuw Beging. Cie* 
People and Politics in the I9Ns (Berkeley: University of California Press. 1989): Christian Henriot. 
Shanghai. 192 7- 193 7. Municipal Powr.  Localin and Mockr~~irarion (Berkeley: University of California 
Press. 1 993 ); and Goodman, Native Place, Cin: and Narion. ( 1 995).  



interacted with local factors and issues, and the result was played out in many different arenas of 

the city Iiicluding its politics. commerce and culture. Although these studies dernoristrate the 

need for a rnultilayered approach to urban history. they have relatively little to say that is useful 

when examining the history of occupied Dalian. 

Despite their Herculean efforts. Chinese historians have failed to rnake a convincing 

argument for native origins of the modern port c i l  of Dalian that predate the Russian era at the 

end of the nineteenth century.'%alian. was Iiterally a creation of Tsarist and Japanese 

imperialism. and as such Iacked many of the traditional social structures found in other cities 

with an important foreign presence. such as Republican Shanghai. Life in Dalian was also even 

more migratory or transient nature than was the case in most other major Chinese cities. as tens 

of thousands of labourers continually drified through the city in search of temporary employment 

during the journey benveen their home provinces and the Manchurian interior. For these two 

reasons Dalian lacked an established Chinese community structure as was common to the 

inajority of major cities to the south. Without a developed system of native socio-political 

nehvorks. Dalian-s history devetoped dong lines quite different from the paths followed in more 

established cities. Another important factor whic h impeded ~ h e  development of traditional 

associations and local Chinese politics was the fact that in Dalian the Japanese presence. and 

therefore the degree of foreign economic. political and social contro1. was greater than was the 

case anywhere else in pre-war China. The result was a greatly diminished opportunity for the 

emergence of strong native-place organizations or other politicaI/commercial bodies that might 

have challenged or transformed the foreign political structure as happened in Shanghai during 

See Liu et al.. Dalian gangkou jishi(1988); and Yuan. Dulian ciifangshijianbian (199 1 ) .  
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the early decades of the hventieth century. '' 

Although there are few similarities in the social/political evolution of DaIian and that of 

the southern t r e a l  ports during the Republican era, the history of the city's urban and industrial 

development does correspond to trends found in other international commercial ports such as 

Shanghai." During the early decades of the hventieth century Dalian exemplified how the 

development of a colonial port's economy was closely tied to both an export market and its 

ability to serve as an access to the surrounding hinterland." Sergei Witte's dreams for the port 

city of Dalian failed in the 1 890s. while those of later Japanese administrators saw fruition 

becausc of the combination of Japan'ç s speedy completion of a modem terminus for the 

Manchurian railway network and the unpredictable elernent of timing. Dalian's commercial 

success was largely related to the growth of the soya bean industry during the First World War. 

This trade served as a catalyst for future economic growth since the city's Japanese governors 

and ~llanieisrr managers reinvested their rnuch of the soya bean profits during the late 19 1 Os in 

the diversification of Dalian's industrial sector. and by the early 1920s. the had become a major 

industrial and commercial centre rivâling even the great foreign enclaves in Shanghai. 

The role played by Dalian's Chinese bourgeoisie during the pre-193 I period is still not 

clear. Native place associations that organized migrant labourers from Shandong and Hebei were 

important social and cultural groups within the city's Chinese cornmunity. Tliey even played a 

minor role during the late 19 10s and early 1920s in helping to governor the city. through their 

l 9  See Goodman. Native Place. Cin: und Nation.. 2 1 7-304. 

'O See Murphey. Shanghai: K q *  ro Modern Chinu ( 1953); and Rhoads Murphey. The Treah Ports 
and China S itlodernkarion. CVhat !Vent Wrong? (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 1970). 

'' Myen. "Japanese lmperialism in Manchuria.." 1 16-7. 



limited participation on the city council and the lobbying of the Chinese Chamber of Commerce. 

In enamining the history of this group. however. the historian is faced with hvo major obstacles. 

First. local Chinese historians. largely because of political reasons. continue to ernphasize the 

roles played by the city's working class and their representatives. the trade unions and local 

branch of the Communist Party." The result is that the secondary Chinese literature on the 

modem history of Dalian is skewed and missing an important element. Second. prirnary sources 

that made have shed light on the activities of traditional Chinese organizations are not to be 

found in Dalian's municipal archives. Publications by native place associations. and yearbooks 

and pamphlets published by the city's Chinese Cham ber of Commerce were destroyed during the 

final days of the Pacific War when the retreating Japanese authorities set fire to much of the 

cip 's  records. There is a need to reconstruct more fully the history of Dalian's Chinese middle 

class for the pre- 193 1 period. Such a task. however. remains for future inquiry. possibly utilizing 

collections of local Chinese newspapers housed in the Liaoning provincial archives. or regional 

archives in Shandong and Hebei where business records of provincial associations of a type used 

by Bryna Goodman in her study of Shanghai might be uneanhed. When neriting the history of a 

city. panicularly one as cornplex and dynamic as Dalian during the early decades of the 

twentieth century. it is impossible to recreate the past completely. The best that the historian can 

Iiope to accomplish is to assemble as many 'blind men' as possible. who together can begin to 

describe the elusive elepliant. This study has assembled a number of sucli sources of information. 

but further work remains to be done before a cornplete picture of life in occupied Dalian 

" For a discussion of tkis phenornena see Clausen and Thagersen, The Muking of a Chinese Ci'. .. 
xi-siv and 199-2 16. 



emerges. 

Japanese Imperialism in Manchuria Prior to 1931 

Over the past two decades there have been numerous major studies on the colonial 

histories of Taiwan, Korea and Manchuria published. but to date there has been no history of the 

Guandong leasehold published in either English or Japanese. Considering the importance of this 

territory to the history of Japanese expansion into Asia, beginning with the 1894-5 Sino-Japanese 

War and the Russo-Japanese conflict a decade later. this has been a critical oversight on the part 

of scholars investigating the evolution of Japanese imperialism. 

Recent efforts to periodize Japanese imperialism in China. using the language of fonnal 

and informal imperialism. while offering an exciting example of the cross-fertilization of 

historical fields. prove. upon closer inspection. to be Iess than satiseing. The greatest problem 

with these efforts has been their misuse or misunderstanding of the terminology. Robinson and 

Gallaglier originally coined the terms forma1 and informal imperialism in an effort to 

demonstrate an underlying continuity in London's overseas motives. despite apparent s h i h  in 

the form of British actions. The events of 193 1-32 marked an important change in the influence 

of the Japanese m ilitary both at home and on the periphery. dong with the consolidation of 

Japanese imperialist designs on Manchuria. However. since Japan had had a presence on the 

Liaodong Peninsula in southern Manchuria since 1905. it would be prudent to examine the 

history of the Guandong leasehold to see if their were earlier. more subtle shifts in Japanese 

policies and actions. 

The Manchuria Incident of 18 September 193 1 and the creation of the puppet state of 

Manzhouguo the following year have ofien been cited in recent years as rnarking the beginning 



of both Japan's expansion into China and the creation of a -formal' empire in Manchuria." 

While these events did mark a major change in the tone or degree of Japanese imperiaiisrn in 

China's Northeast, one must be careful to rernember that the seeds of the Japanese Mancnuria 

empire had been planted twenty-fwe years earlier in the afiermath of the Russo-Japanese War. 

Between 1905 and 1906. the Japanese government established both the Guandong Army and the 

South Manchuria Railway Company. the nvo key agencies responsible for the administration. 

development and security of southern Manchuria. It was also under the terms of the 1905 Treaty 

of Portsmouth and subsequent Sino-Japanese Treaty of Peking (Beijing). that Japan acquired a 

base of operations in the region. It was to be this base. the Guandong leasehold and related 

railway lands, that provided the logistical and ideological support for later Japanese aggression 

north of the Liao River. 

While arguing that there \vas a general continuity in Japanese actions in southem 

Manchuria dating back to nearly the turn of the century. this study has demonstrated that the 

period of Japanese mle behveen 1905 and 193 1 was divided into three distinct stages. First. the 

yean 1 905 to 19 1 5 witnessed the rebuilding of the Guandong leasehold and the gradua1 shifi in 

its administration from military to civilian control. Second. the years benveen 19 1 5 and 1922 

saw an economic boom in Dalian due to the growth of the soya bean and oil trade during the 

First World War. This period also witnessed the completion of the shifi from militas to civilian 

mle in southern Manchuria. as demonstrated by the creation of the Dalian municipal government 

in September 19 15 and the civilian-controlled Guandong Government (knnta.lld) in April 19 19. 

13 See Bemd Martin. "The Politics of Expansion of the Japanese Empire: Imperialisrn or Pan- 
Asiatic Mission." in Imperialisrn and .-l/rer.. eds. Mommsen. and Osterharnmel ( 1986). 69-7 1 : Peartie. 
"Introduction: The Japanese Colonial Empire.." 4 1 : and Coox. "The Kwantung Army Dimension." 407- 14. 



The fina1 stage. from 1923 to 193 1. saw the leasehold's civi 1 ian administration challenged by the 

emergence of Chinese nationalism and a local labour movement. The Japanese governors 

responded to these threats by implernenting increased measures of social control that resulted in 

a decline in the civilian nature of the local administration a full five years prior to the 

Manchurian Incident and the leasehold's eventual integration within a more militarized 

administration headquartered in Changchun. 

The Guandong leasehold. and the port city of Dalian witnessed a series of shifts in 

Japanese policies behveen 1905 and 193 1 .  During this period a variety of social. economic and 

political changes took place in southem ivlancliuria- al1 of which affected the daily lives of the 

region's population. The residents of occupied DaIian lived in a city and a society that were in a 

state of flux, caught in the currents of colonialism and development. labour unrest. emerging 

C hinese national km. and growine Japanese aggression. Despite these forces of change there was 

an over-riding continuity behind the port city's esistence. Situated at the terminus of the region's 

extensive railway network. Da1ian.s role in the Iarger picture \vas always to provide an efficient 

funnel for the exploitation of Manchuria's "rich resources for Japan's strategic interests."" and 

an industrial and commercial base for subsequent Japanese designs on the surrounding region. 

Dalian was a creation of foreign imperialism. but it \vas also a space inhabited by both 

foreigners (first Russian and later Japanese) and Chinese. It is easy to !ose sight of the Chinese 

factors when researching the Iiistory of the Guandong leasehold using the wealth of Japanese 

archival data. Underneath the veneer of colonial grandeur. symbolized during the heyday of 

Japanese occupation by the Great Circle (Ckrobn). there always esisted an important Chinese 

-- - 

Myers. "Japanese lmperialism in Manchuria.." 102. 
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elernent in the city's cornplex social milieu. Tens of thousands of migrant labourers frorn 

Shandong worked on the port's docks and in the city's textile and soya mills. insuring Dalian's 

econornic vitality. There were also numerous Chinese associations that helped to provide social 

reIief to the thousands of sojoumers from across the Bo Hai Gulf. Finally. there were the Chinese 

merchants and businessmen. who at tirnes played a minor role in goveming the ci.. but who 

always played a major role in Dalian's commercial Iife. particularly the import/export trade. The 

author hopes that future research will continue to illuminate the history of this colonial port city 

that was planned by Russian and Japanese engineers and governors. but in the end also built by 

hundreds of thousands of Chinese migrants from Shandong. 



Appendix I 
A Chronology of Events in Dalian and the Surrounding Region, 1894-1945 

August 
November 

June 
Decernber 

Novernber 
Decernber 

March 

May 

August 

1894 
1st. Qing China and Japan offrcially declared the start of the first Sino-Japanese War. 
8th. Japan capnved Dalian Bay. 
Zlst. Lûshun was capnued by Japanese forces and for the next three days the 'Massacre 

of LIlshun' occurred, dunng which a reported 20,000 Chinese were killed. 

1895 
Japan completed its military s e h e  of the Liaodong peninsula. 
Li Hongzhang started peace negotiations with Japan. 
17th. The Qing court's representatives signed the Trezity of Shimonoseki with Japan. 

The Liaodong Peninsula and Taiwan were ceded to Japan. 
24th. Russia, Germany and France launched the 'Triple Intervention' to force Japan to 

return the Liaodong Peninsula to China. 
5th. Under this international pressure, Japan announced that it would return the 

Liaodong territories to China. 
The Sino-Russian Treaty was s i~ned by Li Hongzhang and Sergei Witte. 
25th. The last of the Japanese forces in southern Manchuria lefc from the pon at Dalian. 

1897 
Germany occupied Jiaozhou on the Shanong Peninsula. 
15th. Russia occupied Dalian and Lushun clairning to be protecting China's interests in 

the face of growing German agression in Shandong. 

1898 
27th. Russia and the Qing court signed the Pavlov Treap leasing DaIian and Lüshun 

to Russia for 25 years, along with zmting Russia the right to consmct a railway in 
Manchuria. 

1899 
7th. Wang Wengshao. Minister of Revenue. and Xu Jingcheng. Minister of Works in 

the Qing adminisrration, signed the Supplernentary Treaty settins the boundary of the 
Russian Liaodong leasehold. The nonhem border wos to nin fiom Adam Bay on the West 
coast to Pizi Bay on the east. 

Russia issued the Temporary Administration Regulations for the Guandong Region (the 
southern Liaodong terrirory). The administrative capital was to be Iocated in Lüshun, 
with the remainder of the territory divided into five administrative regions. Dalian was 
designated a 'special' city, under the direct conrrol of the Russian Governor-General. 



June 

July 
August 

December 

June 

September 

October 

December 

1904 
4th. Japanese forces aîtacked Korea and the Russian fleet in Lüshun. 
i 0th. Japan and Russia officially declared war. 
12th- The Qing court declared its neutrality in this conflict. 
30th. Japanese forces captured Dalian Bay and its port. 
3 1st. Japan established a military and administrative govemment in Dalian. 
20th. Japan's Manchurian Military Headquarters were estabIished. It was under the 

direct control of the Meiji Emperor, and headed by a Militaq Viceroy. 
14th. The office of the Manchurian MiIitary Headquarters was established in Dalian. 
The Yokohama Specie Bank opened a branch in Dalian. 
A weather starion was opened by the Japanese authorities in Dalian. 
15th. The Japanese govement  created the Liaodong Ganison Army Headquarters 

(Order No. 14 12 of the Army Ministry) The Liaodong Garrison A m y  was organized the 
foliowhg month and placed under the direct supervision of the Emperor and its 
headquarters were located in Jinzhou- 
* 19th. The Japanese Third Army began the seige of Lashun (Port Arthur). 

5th. Japanese forces captured Liishun. 

1905 
2nd. The port of Lbhun was opened. Oniy Japanese vessels, however, were ailowed 

to use the harbour. 
9th. The Japanese Lüshun Military Headquarters was established. 
Kamio Akira, the Chief of Staff of the Liaodong Garrison Amy, was named as the 

Commissioner of the Dalian MiIitary and Administrative govement. 
1 Ith. The Liaodong Garrison Army issued Order No. 3 which changed the narne of 

Qingniwa to Dairen. The town had been named Dalny by the Russians. 
The Japanese home govemment abolished the Liaodong Garrison Army Headquarters 

and replaced it with the Civil Administration Cornmittee, which was attached to the 
Manchurian Army Headquarters. 

9th. The Guandong (Kwantung) Civil Administrative Commission was established. 
23rd. A General Civil and Administrative Board was estabiished in Dalian. along with 

branches in Liishun and Jinzhou. 
5th. Russia and Japan signed the Treaty of Portsmouth. The Russian lease and attached 

rights were transfemed to Japan. 
18th. The Guandong Military Viceroy's Office was established in Liaoyang. It 

supervised the Guandong Territory's Civil Administration (minseu'minzheng) Board as 
wel1 as al1 of the other Manchurian rnilitary and civilian organizations. This office was 
under the control of the Manchurian Amy. 

22nd. China and Japan signed the Treaty of Beijing. The Qing govemment agreed to 
transfer Russia's rights in southern Manchuna to Japan. 

The Guandong Military Police Force was estabtished with its headquarters in LUshun. 
Local branches were Iocated in Dalian, Liaoyang, Shenyang (Mukden), Dandong, 
Jinzhou and several smaller communities. 



May 

June 

August 

Septem ber 

October 

Novernber 

December 

March 

April 
May 

July 

August 
November 
December 

1906 
22nd. ï h e  Japanese Cabinet decided to organize the South Manchuria Raiiway 

Company. 
lapanese Prime Minister, Saionji Kimmochi. visited Manchuria. 
7th. The Meiji Emperor announced Imperial Order No. 142, establishing the South 

Manchuna Raiiway Company. 
China's ambassadot to Japan oficially protested to the Japanese Foreign Minister the 

Japanese acquisition of the Guandong. Leasehold fiom Russia. 
1st. Japan proclaims Dalian to be an open port. 
1st. The post of Guandong (Kwaatwig) Governor-General was established, replacing 

the Guandong Militw Viceroy. 
1st. Public Administration (minsei7minrheng) Offices were established by the lapanese 

administration in Dalian, Jinzhou and LUshun. 
1st. Police stations were established dong the South Manchuria Railway. 
The Guandong Govemor-GeneraiTs office was rnoved from Liaoyang to Lüshun. 
The Dalian Chinese Merchants' Association was established. 
26th. The Guandong temtory was designated as a key naval region by the Japanese 

authorities and a permanent garrison was established in Lüshun. 
26th. The Japanese East Asia Cigarette Company was founded in Dalian. 
13th. Got6 Shimpei was named President of the South Manchuria Railway Company. 
26th. The founding meeting of the South Manchuria Railway Company was held in 

Tokyo. 
7th. The South Manchuria Railway Company was officialiy registered. 

1907 
5th. The main office of the South Manchuria Railway Company moved fiom Tokyo to 

Dalian. 
1st. The South Manchuria Railway Company opened. 
The Guandong administration adopted a licensing system to control the import, 

rnanufacturing and sale of opium in the temtory. 
1st. The Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs' Office opened in Dalian. 
Japan and the Qing court signed the Dalian Bay Customs Agreement, which stipulated 

that the head of the local customs' office had to be Japanese. 
The Japanese Minister of the Amy, Terauchi Masatake, visited Dalian, and inspected 

battlefields of the Russo-Japanese War. 
Yamato Hotel opened in Dalian. 
3 rd. The Manchurian Daily News was founded. 
1st. The rail-line between Dalian and Lüshun opened. 
9th. Japanese authorities began the ccinstruction of a war monument ('Monument to the 

Loyal Dead') in Dalian to commemorate the Russo-Japanese War. lt took two and a haif 
years to complete. 
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1908 
The Dalian Opium Bureau was established. 
The South Manchuria Railway Company announced that Dalian was to be its principle 

pon in northeast China- 
China's traditionai legal codes were replaced by the Guandong Territory's Judiciai and 

Administrative Codes and Orders. 
The Chinese newspaper in Dalian, Taidong Ribao (Great East Daily News), began 

publication. 
Civil Administration (minrei+mirtrheng) Offices were opened in Dalian and LUshun. 

1909 
The Fukushima Cotton Mill and Textile Company was founded in Dalian. 
An independent garrïson force to guard the South Manchuria Railway was established. 
The Dalian Oil Producers' Association was established. 
The 'Mutual-responsibility' (bao jia) system was proposed for the Guandong territory 
The Yokohama Specie Bank in Dalian began operations. 

1910 
10th. Guandong Leased Temtory was placed under the conno[ of the Colonization 

Bureau of the lapanese government's Home Department. 
The electric tramcars in Dalian opened for public use. 
Dalian became the largest port in northem China, overtaking Tianjin in volume of 

trade. 

1911 
The South Manchuria Railway Company established the Shokako rail factory in western 

Dalian, it opened on 23 November. 

1913 
The Japanese govenunent abolished tb. e Colonial Board. 
19th. The Dalian Stock Exchange was established. 
The Yokohama Specie Bank began issuing bank notes in the Guandong Leasehold. 

1914 
New Yamato Hotel opened in downtown Dalian. 
The A m y  Ministry submitted to the Japanese cabinet "A Memorandum of Japanese- 

Chinese Negotiations" suggesting the extension of the period of the Guandong lease. 

1915 
The Guandong administration estabtished an opium rnonopoly in the territory: In 

Dalian, one government-sponsored Company, Dairen 'Hong Ji Shan ' do,  was licensed to 
import, manufacture and seIl opium. AI1 other hotders of private iicenses related to the 
opium trade expired on 3 1 March. 

fapan presented the Twenty-One Demands to China's government. 
Municipal elections were held in Dalian. Ishimoto Kantaro was elected Dalian's first 

rnayor. 
Dalian City Hall opened. 
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1917 
28tti. The office of the Guandong Governor-General was refomed and was now 

responsible to the Japanese Foreign Minister. 
The accounting for the Guandong adminimation moved from the Japanese Colonial to 

Revenue Ministry . 
The Yokohama Specie Bank stopped issuing bank notes for the Guandong Leasehold. 

This task was now carried out by the Barik of Korea. 

1918 
15th. The Dalian Library (run by the South Manchuria Railway) opened. 
The Manchuria Gold Bank and the Post Ofice announced the end to the trade in silver 

shce  it was hindering the acceptance of Japanese-controlled bank notes in the Guandong 
temtory. 

1919 
12th. The Guandong Govemor-Generai (military) administration was abolished and 

replaced with a new more civilian structure. The Guandong (Kwantung) Amy's 
headquarters remained in Ryojun (Lilshun). - A direct telegram line benveen Dalian and Tokyo opened. 

1 st. Over 1,200 Chinese and 1,300 Japanese workers at the South Manchuria Railway 
Company's Shakako factory heid a strike over wages and working conditions. 

1st. n i e  first meeting of the Dalian Chinese Youth Society was held, with over 400 
members attending under the leadership of Fu Liyu (a prelirninary meeting had been 
held on 20 May). 

1st. The Japanese-sponsored Manchurian and Mongolian Cultural Association was 
established in Dalian. 
The Chinese Youth Society established a Chinese elementary school in Dalian. 

1921 
I st. Manirh6 nichi-nichi shinbun (Manchuria Daily News) was established. 
24th. A strike was heid by Chinese merchants and banks in Dalian to protest the 

adoption of the gold stanaard in the Guandong Leasehold. 
10th. A parade and candle-light vigil was held in Dalian to commemorate the tenth 

anniversary of the Chinese Revolution. 

1922 
14th. The Chinese Enlightenrnent School was founded in Dalian. 
Xii Jisheng, a member of the Fengtian Provincial Legislature, dernanded that Dalian 

and Lüshun (ie. the Guandong Leasehold) be retumed to China. 
i Ith. The Jilin Provincial Legislaîure established a cornmittee for reclaiming the 

G uandong Lease hold. 
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1923 
19th. The Chinese Senate unanimously passed an act declaring the Twenty-One 

Demands invalid, and approved the Parliament's bill to autornatically reclaim Dalian on 
the 26th of March. 

27th. The Chinese Cabinet approved the above actions of  the Senate and Parliament. 
10th. The Haerbin Saving the Country and Awakening the People Society held a 

citizens' meeting of over 30,000 people. This meeting protested the Twenty-One 
Demands, and announced thek support for China's reclaiming o f  the Guandong 
Leasehold. 

22nd. A citizen's meeting was held in Fengtian (Shenyang) and over 500 people signed 
a telegram asking for the end of the Guandong Leasehold. 

The cornmittee of the Jilin Legislaiure looking into the issue of the Guandong 
Leasehoid sent a telegram to the Chinese govemment in Beijing denouncing the Twenty- 
One Demands and supporting China's efforts to reclaim the Guandong Leasehold. 

1 I th. Twenty-eight organintions, including the Haerbin Commercial and Trade 
Association, organized a CitizedDip Iomatic Society Supporting the Reclaiming of 
Dalian and Lbhun. 

26th. The date Dalian, Ltishun, and the entire Guandong Leasehold were to be returned 
to China, based on the original 1898 treaty signed with Russia. Over 5,000 students 
protested in Beijing. Similar anti-Japanese protests were held in Tianjin, Shanghai, 
Wuhan, Fengtian, Jilin and Haerbin. 

7th. A mass meeting of more than 30,000 people was held in Beijing to protest the 
Twenty-One Demands and the failure of Japan to end the Guandong lease. The group 
dernanded an end to economic relations with Japan and a boycott of Japanese goodr. 
Simi!ar protests were held in more than 50 Chinese cities including Wuhan, Shanghai 
and Tianjin. 

June 1st. The June First Incident in Changsha occurred. More than 23 additional cities joined 
in the anti-Japanese protest over the failure to end the Guandong lease. 

Decem ber 2nd. The Chinese Workers' Union was established at the Shahekou factory of the South 
Manchuria Railway Company in Dalian, with more than 300 members. 

Li Zhenying, Chief Secretary of  the Beijing-Hankou Railway Union, and Chen Weiren, 
a CCP member, travelled to Dalian to establish a bnnch of  the CCP. 
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1924 
Li Zhenying and Chen W e i m  remmed to the CCP Central Comrnittee in Shanghai to 

report on the situation in Dalian. They took Yang Zhiyun (Chief Clerk of the DaIian 
branch of the Chinese Youth Society) with them. Yang remained in Shanghai to 
study and train. 

Li Zhenying remrned to Dalian to work with the Chinese Workers' Union and help 
establish a branch of the Chinese SociaIist Youth League and the Chinese Printers' 
Union. 

28th. The Dalian Chinese Printen' Association was founded with an initial membership 
of 100. Zhao Wuchen, a worker at the Taidong Ribao, was elected to head the union. 

3 1st. The DaIian Patriotic Alliance of Chinese Organizations [or Dalian Chinese 
You Zhi (Ideals/Aspirations) Association] was founded. 
20th. The Chinese Worken' Study Society of the Dalian Shahekou factory was 

renamed the Dalian Chinese Workers' Study Society. It had units in 13 factories and 
mines, and a mernbenhip of over 3,000. 
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1925 
8th. The Central Committee of the Chinese Socialist Youth League authorized the 

estabiishment of a branch of the League in Dalian. 
7th. Fu Jingyang, the Chairman of the Dalian Chinese Worken' Study Society, 

attended the Second Conference of the National Federation of RaiIway Workers' 
Unions. He was elected to the Acting Commi~ee of the federation. 

The Dalian Chinese Workers' Study Society was to be the union for al1 of the 
Chuiese workers employed by the South Manchuria Railway Company. 

20th. 3 58 workers at the Fukushima Cotton Mill held a strike over wages. 
30th. The nationalkt movement and anti-Japanese strike-wave began in Shanghai. 
7th. A strike occurred at the Fengtian Chernical factory in Dalian's Xiaogangzi district. 
15th. A joint meeting of the Dalian Chinese Workers' Study Society, the Dalian 

Chinese Prhters' Association, the Chinese Youth League, the Chinese Enlightenment 
School, and the Awaken China School was heId to discuss events in Shanghai. The 
Organization to Support the May 30th Movement (Dalian Hu 'an Suppoiz Group) was 
established. This new body adopted four motions: 1) to hold a protest parade in Dalian; 
2) to organize a public mernorial for the workers' killed in Shanghai; 3) to collect 
donations to send to Shanghai; and 4) to dismbute flyers throughout Dalian denouncing 
Japan- 

24th. Chinese printers at several Japar.ese-owned printshops held a series of stïikes 
lasting twenty days. Zhao Wuchen, head of the Dalian Chinese Printers' Association. was 
arrested and deported fiom the Guandong leasehold. 

Another brief strike was held at the Fukushima Cotton Mill. 
Workers at the Shahekou factory stmck over wages and benefits. 
The Guandong Communications Bureau was established to supervise the new radio 

station which opened in July, as well as the other media outlets in the territory. 
The Daiian Special Branch of the Sociaiist Youth League established relations with the 

Soviet Union's consulate to mark the annivenary of the October Revolution of 19 t 7. 
22nd. A major strike was held at the Dalian Machine Works operated by the SMR. 

1926 
The North China Regional Committee of the CCP ordered the founding of a Regional 

Committee of the Comrnunist Youth League in Dalian. A branch of the CCP was thereby 
formally established in Dalian, and Yang Zhiyun was its secretary. 

The Dalian branch of the Guomindang was established, and, with permission, CCP 
inembers were ailowed to join. Total membership was 20 persons. 

The Dalian Special Branch Cornmittee of the CCP was renamed the Dalian Area 
Committee. 
27th. The largest prewar strike in northeast China was held at the FuAushima Cotton 

Mill. The strike lasted for 10 1 days. The General Director of the strike was Hou Lijian. 
He was arrested for the fmt tirne on the 29th of April and later released on 13 June. 

30th. Zhang Chi, Special Envoy of the North China Regional Cornmittee of the CCP, 
was sent to Dalian to preside over a joint meeting of the local CCP and Chinese 
Socialist Youth League. 

25th. Fu Jingyang and Hou Lijian (the leaders of the Fukushima strike) were arrested. 
30th. The Chinese National Union issued a public declaration to the Japanese 

government and the authorities in the Guandong leasehold to agree to the strikers' 
demands or face a nation-wide strike in al1 Japanese-owned factories. 
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1926 
Wang Ligong and other [ocal union leaders petitioned for Fu Jingyang's release. 
The Dalian Regional Comminee of the Chinese Socialist Youth League was placed 

under the direct leadership ofthe Centrai Comminee of the League. 
The harbour and dock facilitics at Dalian were expanded by the construction of seven 

new docks and 8 1 warehouses 

1927 
The new Dalian South Manchuria Railway Company Hospital was opened. 
30th. Fu Jingyang was r e I d  from jail and deported from the Guandong leasehold. 
Econornic recession hit Dalian (linked to fuiancial crisis in Japan) and most 

Japanese-owned businesses duceci wages and paid their workers on a three week ba is  
instead of weekfy or biweekly. 

The CCP Central Committet ordered the Dalian Regional Cornmittee to be changed to 
the Dalian City Committee under the supervision of the Party's Central Comminee. 

Wei Changkui was anested on the Dalian dockyards while distributing communist 
leaflets. The Japanese authorities confmed CCP activity in the city. 

1 3 th. The Dalian City Commiaee of the CCP was raided by Japanese police and 48 
members arrested including tht local secretary, Deng Hegao, and the local union 
organizer, Hou Lijian (he. was released under an imperial amnesty in 1 930). 

20th. The Dalian Chinese Wotken' Study Society was closed. 
26th. The Dalian Chinese Rinters' Association was closed. 
24th. The Temporary Manchurian Provincial Comminee was established by Chen 

Weiren. 
15th. The Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union denounced the CCP's 

'radical' (ie. ami-Japanese) policies and urged caution in Manchuria. 
24th. The Central Committee of the CCP issued: "Resolution on the Plan of Activities 

in Manchuria." It stated that the Party in Dongbei was to promote revoiutionary activity 
and iead urban workers, but was to contain any anti-Japanese fervour and instead 
concentrate on establishing worker-fmer movements. 

1928 
20th. The Guandong District Cornmittee of the CCP was estabiished under the direct 

supervision of  the Manchurian Provincial Committee. The underground organization of 
the CCP in Dalian was restored. 

Through to March a series of police raids on CCP underground cells in Dalian were 
made. 
25th. The Ninth Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Comintern issued a 

resolution (by Stalin, BuMarin and Li Lisan) criticizing CCP uprisings in Manchuria. 
The resolution went on to i n m c t  the Central Committee of the CCP not to 'dabble with 
insurrection' in Dongbei. 

The Manchunan Provincial Cornminee denounced the Central Cornmittee's cal1 for 
caution, and instead ordered an increase in ami-Japanese activities. 

29th. The CCP organization in Dalian was raided by the Japanese authorities and over 
50 rnembers were arrested, including Qu Wenxiu (Secretary of the Guandong District 
Committee). CCP organization in the leasehold was desrroyed for the second tirne. 
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1928 
1st. The CCP Central Committee responded to the criticisms of the Manchurian 

Provincial Cornmittee and declared that Japanese impenalism was too saong in the 
Northeast and that the Party's stnicture was too weak and shallow to consider open 
resistance. 

3rd. Zhang Zuolin was assassinated by the Japanese. 
21st. An international telephone line out of Dalian via Fengtian (Shenyang) and Seoul, 

Korea, was opened, 
3 1st. The Guandong administration announced another reform to opium regulations in 

the temtory and thus a new Opium Monopoly Marketing Board was set up in Dalian. 

8th. Zhang Xueliang renamed Fengtian, Liaoning Province. 
2nd. The Plenum of the Sixth Central Committee (meeting in Shanghai) issued a self- 

cnticism, and called for al1 CCP members to protect the Soviet Union (ie. no provocative 
ami-Japanese actions in Manchuria). 

10th. The Japanese govement  established the Colonial Ministry, and. as a result, the 
supervision of the Guandong Leasehold was changed from the office of the Prime 
Minister to that of the new Colonial Minister. 

Novern ber The Dalian Dock Workers' Union was established. 
Decernber 7th. "Central CircuIar No. 60" of the CCP (under Li Lisan's leadership) reaffumed 

earlier catls to protect the Soviet Union, but also to prepare for and lead armed 
uprisings in the cities. 

ApriI 
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1930 
=rd. The Dalian Fire Department was established, separate from other municipal 

agencies. 
26th. "Central Circular No. 70" of the CCP's Central Committee was issued. Li Lisan 

announced that a 'new revolutionary high tide' had anived. (Urban centres in Manchuria 
were included in these new potential revolutionary areas.) 

23rd- 1st May. M a s  arrests of CCP leaders took place throughout Manchuria. 
The CCP Central Committee criticized the Manchurian Provincial Comrninee for 

leading riots and openly attacking the Japanese in the Northeast. 
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1931 
7th. Under the direction of Wang Ming and Pave1 Mif (the Comintern representative), 

the Fourth Plenum of the Sixth CCP Central Committee repudiated Li Lisan's line as 
'Right Opportunism under the cover of Lefi rhetoric.' Li was removed from al1 positions 
of leadership in the Party. 

The Dalian City Committee of the CCP was changed back to the Dalian Special Branch. 
18th. The 'Manchurian incident' (Jiw Yiba) took place at the instigation of the 

Guandong Army, starting the Second Sino-Japanese War, 193 1-45. 
2 n d .  The provisional Centmi Committee of the CCP issued a resolution on 'Jiu-Yiba' 

noting that the Manchurian Incident was a continuation of Japanese impenalism in 
Dongbei and that Pary branches in the region were to make the protection of the Soviet 
Union their primary objective. Later this policy was criticized as a continuation of 'Left 
adventurist policies of the Wang Ming Iine.' 
30th. The Dalian Special Branch of the CCP issued a notice to the workers in Dalian 

protesting Japanese aggression in Dongbei. 
10th. The Guandong Army began plans for establishing a Puppet government in 

Dongbei and transponed Pu Yi, the last Qing Emperor, to the region from Tianjin 
(Tientsin). 

30th. An article in Hong Qi ribao by Su Guang (Zhou Enlai) on "The Central Task 
of the Manchurian Party Headquarters in the Stmggle Against the Japanese Irnperialist 
Occupation of Manchuria," criticized the Manchurian Provincial Cornmittee for having 
down-played anti-Japanese activities in the region. The Provincial Committee was now 
directed to mobilize al1 of the oppressed masses and to organize and protect themselves 
(emphasis not on the Soviet Union) and to openly resist the Japanese occupation. 

MunicipaI authorities hired 200 more poIicemen for Dalian. 

1932 
4th. The Korean Govemor-General sent an additional 307 policemen to Dalian. 
5th. The Guandong Amy's headquarters was moved to Changchun. 
26th. Pu Yi, agreed to be head of the new state of Manzhouguo. although its form was 

still being decided by the Guandong Amy.  
1 st. Manzhouguo declared its 'independence.' 
1st. Changchun was named the new capital of Manzhouguo and its narne was changed 

CO Xinjing ('New Capital'). 
2 lst-24th. Northern Conference was held by the CCP provisional central leadership in 

Shanghai. It was anended by representatives From Party comrnittees in the northem 
provinces. The Manchurian Provincial Committee was again criticized for down-playing 
the Japanese threzt to the Soviet Union, for failing to lead the national revolutionary war 
in the region, and for 'opportunism' (even successful strikes were cnticized for having 
only short-term local goals). More strikes, organizing, the destruction of the 
Guomindang-sponsored unions, and the expansion of a Red labour union were to be the 
regional committee's new goals. lt was also claimed that the local branches of the Party 
had heid back the workers' desire to struggle against Japanese imperialiçm. In this new 
anti-Japanese activity, however, the Party's branches in Manchuria were instructed not to 
cooperate with the Guomindang or other class enernies. 
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1932 
27th. The Daiian Special Branch of the CCP was changed to the Dalian City 

Cornmittee, under the supervision of both the Manchurian Provincial Committee and the 
Fengtian (Shenyang) Special Cornmittee. Dalian dso was named one of the 'central 
cities' (zhong chengzi') m the CCP's new strategy in Manchuria. The o&er cities were: 
Haerbin, Shenyang and Changchun. 

1 5th. Japan O fficially 'recogniztd' Manzhouguo. 

1933 
The police in Daiian and Lûshun launched an attack on local CCP c e h  and arrested 53 

communists and union organizers, inciuding CCP Dalian General Secretary Zhang 
Luoshu. In the wake of these arrtsts, Hou Lijian left Dalian and went to Changchun to 
organize that city's textile workers., 

1934 
1st. Aisin Gioro Pu Yi was enthroned as Emperor Gang De of Manzhouguo. 
26th. The multiple line railway between Dalian and Changchun (Xinjing) was opened. 
26th. The administration of the Guandong Leasehold was reformed by Japan. Imperia1 

Edict No. 548 established a new Guandong bureau under the supervision of the 
Japanese ambassador to Mandiouguo (later aiso to be the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Guandong Amy), and abolished the old, more in de pend en^ Guandong government. 

1935 
Local CCP celis in Dalian organized a successful week-long s t d e  of 4,000 

worken at the SMR's factories in the city's West end (Ganjingzi district). 

1936 
22nd. Hiroto Kôki, Japan's Foreign Minister, announced the p ~ c i p l e s  of Japan's 

policy towards China, including: eiiminating anti-Japanese activities, the recognition by 
China of Manztiouguo, economic cooperation between Japan, China and Manzhouguo, 
and joint ami-cornrnunist activities. 

The CCP Representarives to the Comintem abolished the Manchurian Provincial 
Cornmittee of the Party (it had ceased to be effective since the mass arrests in 1933) and 
repiaced it with the four new organs: the South Manchuria, the Eastern Manchuria, the 
liaodong and the North Manchurian Comrnittees. In occupied Manchuria, the Haerbin 
Special Committee was established, and it was to supervise the Dalian City Committee. 

1937 
Between April and August the Dalian City Cornmittee of the CCP was raided four times 

by Japanese authorities, and in total more than 100 rnembers were arrested. These raids 
were linked to the simultaneous attacks on the Haerbin Special Branch of the CCP (the 
body which supervised the Daiian group). After these attacks the Dalian organization was 
cut-off fiom the rest of the Party's organization in Manchuria In theory, the Jiaodong 
District Cornmittee led the remnants of the Party's stnicture in Dalian; however, there 
was little communication between these two groups during the war. 

17th. Wang Qingzhi, CCP Secretary of the Daiian organization, was arrested and forced 
to betray fellow mernbers of the local Party cell. The CCP in Dalian was destroyed. 



1937 
July t st. n i e  offices of the Guandong administration moved to Dalian fiorn Lilshun. 

7th. n i e  Marco Polo Bridge Incident took place. 
Novem ber 5th. n i e  Japanese govemment voted to abolish its extratemtorial rights in Manzhouguo 

and r e tm  the Iands attached to the South Manchuria Railway to Manzhouguo's 
jurisdiction. 

24th. Further administrative changes to the Guandong govemment were impiemented 
with the Monopoly Marketing Board, Weights and Measures Office, the Exchange and 
Finance Offices transferred to the new Guandong Bureau under the closer supervision of 
the Guandong A m y .  This Buteau also conîroI1ed the Interior and Police Departments. 
Only the Justice, Political, and Inspection Depaments remained under the control of the 
Iower leveI Guandong Board. in Dalian, the Civil Administration (mimeL/mimheng) 
Office was abolished and replaced by the Dalian Tax Board. 
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1938 
10th. Members of the Anti-Japânese Arson Group in Dalian set fire to several oi! 

refrneries in the West end's Ganjingzi district. 
21st. The Guandong Labour Committee was estabiished to supervise the labour force in 

the leasehold. All workers had to resister and carry identity cards. 

1940 
22nd. Emperor Gang De (Pu Yi) of Manzhouguo travelled to Japan to receive a 

commendation for services to the Japanese Empire fiom Emperor Hirohito. 
1 st. Japanese Prime Minister Konoe Fumirnaro proclaimed the Greater East Asia Co- 

Prosperity Sphere 
30th. Wang Jingwei became head of the Puppet Nanjing Governrnent. 
The Japanese-sponsored Guandong Reviving Asia and Serving the Public Association 

was founded. 

1941 
In the Guandong Leasehold an econornic conuols system (rationing) was established. 
The Japanese authorities began to consmct two new allports near Jinzhou. Over 16,000 

Chinese were conscripted into forced labour for these projects. 
7th. Pearl Harbour was bombed, and, on the 8th. Britain and the United States entered 

the Pacific War. 
10th. The govenunent of Manzhouguo entered the war as Japan's ally. 

1942 
27th. The Guandong Labour and Manpower Association was founded. 

1943 
The CCP Jiaodong Regional Committee ordered the establishment of the Dalian branch 

of the Anti-Japanese Alliance (more than 100 members by the end of the war in 1945). 
Zhang Shoushan was the director of the Alliance throughout the remainder of the war. 

10th. A successful strike was held by over 900 Chinese and Japanese workers at the 
Dalian Machinery Manufacniring factory over reduction in wages. 
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1944 
29th. American B29s bombed Dalian and Anshan. 
7th. American B29s bombed Shenyang and Dalian. 

1945 
8th. The Liaodong Peninsula Anti-Japanese and Saving the Nation Youth Society was 

founded. 
26th. Britain, the United States and China issued the Potsdam Declaration. 
8th. The Soviet Union declared war on Japan. 
9th. Mao Zedong issued the Manifesto of the Last Campaign Against Japan. The Soviet 

Red A m y  crossed the Sino-Soviet border and attacked the Guandong A m y .  
10th. The Guomindang govemment and the Soviet Union signed the Sino-Soviet 

Friendship and Alliance Treaty in Moscow. Lüshun was to be a miIitary harbour for the 
Soviet Union for 30 years, whiie Dalian was to be a 'fiee port', although some of its 
facilities were to be leased to the Soviet Union for 30 years. 

15th. Emperor Hirohito announced Japan's surrender. 
22nd-24th. The Soviet Red A m y  'liberated' Dalian and LUshun. 

Sources: Gu Mirigyi et al, Riben qinzhun Lüda sirhinian shi (Shenyang: Liaoning renmin chubanshe, 
1991), 725-44; Liu Gongchang, Dalian goyghui yaoiüe: 1923-1990 (Shenyang: Liaoning Ligong Duxue 
cltubarrrhe, 1 9W), 2- 19; Zhong Gong Dalian dvang h g  shi xiiiao hui ji (Da1 ian: Daiian difang dang shi 
bianji shi bianyin, l983), 22-36 1 ; Liu Lian'gang et al, Dalian gangkou jishi (Dalian: Dalian H a w n  
Xueyuan chubanshe, 1 988), 62- 132; and the Manchuria Daiiy News, North China Herald, and China 
Weekly Review (Various Dates). 



Appendïx KI 
Regulations for the Municipalities of Dairen (Dahan) 

and Ryojun (Lüshun), 8 September 1915* 

Article 1: A municipality shdl be established at Dairen and Ryojun in order to attend to such 
matters as are specified concerning education, sanitation, etc. 
Article 2: Anyone residing in either municipality shall bear the obligation to share the municipal 
rates. 
Article 3: A municipality may establish such regulations as may be deemed necessary. 
Article 4: A municipality shall have a municipal council. 
Article 5: The members of the municipal council shall number 30 for Dairen and 16 for Ryojun. 
Article 6: Half of the members of the municipal council shall be norninated by the Civil 
Administrator until funher notice, and the remaining half shall be elected by those nominated by 
the Civil Administrator, al1 the elections being subject to the confirmation of the Civil 
Administrator. 
Article 7: The office of the alderman is an honourary one ninning for a period of huo yean. An 
alderman filling a vacancy when one is created shall remain in ofice till the term of office of his 
predecessor terminates. 
Article 8: The municipal council shall decide f ia i rs  conceming the municipality such as 
undermentioned: 

a) Establishment of regulations and their amendment and abolition. 
b) Organization of the annuai estimates. 
c) Approval of the statement of accounts. 
d) Determination [of] how to manage the municipal property and sundry works. 
e) Manen conceming the assessrnent and collection of municipal rates and rem, fees, 
etc. 
f) Matters concerning the assumption of new obligations or relinquishment of rights or 
daims outside what is included in the annual estirnates. 

Article 9: Part of the affairs lying under the jurisdicrion of the municipal council rnay be 
disposed of by the mayor according to the resolution of the municipal council, or may be 
entrusted to a cornmittee to be fonned by the aldermen. 
Article 10: The municipal council shall be presided over by the mayor. When the mayor is 
prevented from atîending, the chair shall be taken by his deputy. 
Article 11: The convocation, opening and closing of the municipal council shall be made at the 
rnayor's discretion. The municipal council cannot proceed with its work unless more than half 
[of] the standing number of mernbers, which constitute the required quorum, are present. 
Article 12: The municipality shall have a mayor. The term of office of the mayor shall be four 
years. The mayor shall be norninated by the Governor-General of [the] Kwanning [temtory] 
from arnong the three candidates recommended by the municipal council. The mayor shall 
represent the municipality and shall look after the afEain of the municipality. 



Article 13: When any resolutions passed by the municipal council are considered to exceed its 
authority, run counter to the statutory laws or to the rules of the Council, to injure the public 
welfare, or to be inconsistent with the financial status of the rnunicipality, the mayor rnay give 
his reasons under the direction of the Civil Administrator and cail upon the municipal council to 
reconsider the matter, and if the point at issue should not te put to right, the mayor rnay ovemile 
the resolutions concerned. 

When a session of the municipal council fails to poll the required quorum, when the 
municipal council is impossible to be convened, when any question to be settled fails of a 
settlement, or when any resolution of the municipal council has been overmled, as mentioned in 
the preceding clause, the mayor shall deal with the question under the direction of the Civil 
Adm inistrator. 
Article 14: The rnunicipality shall have a deputy-rnayor and a number of clerks who shall Iie 
under the mayor's jurisdiction, although the appointment and dismissal of the deputy-mayor 
shall be subject to the approval of the Civil Administrator. The deputy-mayor shall assist the 
mayor and shall act on the latter's behalf when the latter is prevented from attending to his 
duties. 
Article 15: The municipality rnay divide the city in a certain number of wards in order to 
facilitate the transaction of the municipal business, and rnay keep a wardman for rach ward. 
Article 16: The collection of the municipal rates and payrnent of the municipal expenses shall be 
conducted according to the precedents established by the Local Administration Account of the 
Kwantung Leased Territory With regard to the collection of the municipal rates, etc., regulations 
rnay be established by which a fine of not more than 5 Yen rnay be imposed. 
Article 17: The authorities concerned rnay issue such orden or take such measures as they rnay 
deem necessary as supervisors of the municipal &airs. When the disbunement of expenses is 
specifically required in comection with the matter rnentioned in the preceding clause, the same 
shall be borne by the municipality. 
Article 18: For any of the undermentioned matters, the approval of the Civil Administrator shall 
be obtained: 

a) Establishment of regulations and their amendment and abolition. 
b) Impositions of special municipal rates upon a certain number of residents or upon pan 
of the municipality, or an unfair assessment. 
c) Management of the municipal propeq and sundry works. 
d) Maîten concerning the assurnption of new obligation or relinquishment of rights or 
daims outside what is included in the annual estimates. 

As regards matters made subject to the approval of the Civil Administrator, he rnay give the 
desired approval after making such alterations as he thinks proper. 
Article 19: %%en the Civil Administrator considers the annual estimates of the municipality are 
not satisfactory, he rnay order an addition or amendment of the same. 
Article 20: When an alderman is found guilty of neglect of duty or is considered to have acted in 
a manner to disgrace his position, the Civil Administrator rnay release him from his office. 
Article 21: The Civil Administrator rnay discipline the municipal oficials. excepting the mayor, 
whose disciplining, if necessary, shall be assumed by the Govemor-General of [the] Kwantung 
[temtory]. The disciplining of the municipal offkials rnay take the forrn of a reprirnand, a forfeit 
of not more than 25 Yen, or a dismissal. 



SuppIementary Regulations: 
Article 22: The present Regulations shall take effect fiom October 1 ,  19 1 5. 
Article 23: The Regulations conceming the Sanitaiy Unions of Dairen and Ryojun shail cease to 
operate. The business, rights, and obligations of the Sanitary Unions of Dairen and Ryojun shall 
be taken over by the Dairen and Ryojun municipalities respectively. 
Article 24: When the present Regulations corne into force, the duties of the mayor, before he is 
formally installed into his office, shall be assumed by the Civil Administrator. 

Source: United States Consulate, Dairen. US. Department of State. Record Group 84. Records of 
Foreign Service Posts. Dairen, Manchuria, China, 19 15-40. Volume 053. 19 15. File No. 8 10.1 (Press 
Clipping from the Manchuria Daily News, September 9, 1915.) 



Appendix III 
The Japanese Governors of the Guandong (Kwantung) Leased Terriiory, 1905-1945 

MR#??!S 
The Guandong (Kwantung) Military Viceroy 

(Head of the Guandong Military Covcrnmcnt (KmtüS~oku-fu M @ R))  
(October 1905 - September 1906) 

Oshima Yoshimasa k&%= 1905.1 0. 18 - 1906.09.0 1 

MSSS 
The Guandong (Kwantung) Governors-General 

(Head of both the miiiiry and civilian administrations) 
[The Guandong Government-General (Kant6 Totoko-fu RW % R)] 

(September 1906 - April 1919) 

Oshima Yoshimasa 
Fukushima Yasumasa 
Nakamura Satoru 
Nakamura Y üjir6 

MBSEE 
The Governors-General of the Guandong (Kwantung) Leased Territory 

[Head of the Guandong Covernment (Kant&cizüM R@)] 
(Aprii 1919 - August 1932) 

Hayashi Gonsuke 
Yamagata Isabur6 
Ishuin Hikokichi 
Komada Hideo 
Kinoshita Kenj ir5 
Ota Masahiro 
Tsukamoto Seiji 
Yamaoka Mannosuke 



WsklBRBAE 
The Governors-General and Ambusadon* of the Guandong (Kwantung) Leased Territory 

(* Ambassadors to the Government o f  Manzhouguo j 
(August 1932 - Decem ber 1934) 

Mut6 Nobuyoshi 
Hishikari Takashi 
Minami Jir6 

Minarni Jir6 
Ueda Kenkichi 
Umezu Yoshijir6 
Yamada Otoz6 

%@*ffAf5 
Am bassadors Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary * 

[*Ambassadon to the Government o f  Manzhouguo] 
and 

M%saB 
The Guandong (Kwantung) Army Comrnanders 

(December 1934 - August 1945) 

WRE%E 
The General Directors of the Guandong (Kwantung) Bureau 

(KanWkyoku S&/J 
(December 1934 - August 1945) 

Nagaoka R~üicliiro 
0no Midorichiro 
Takebe Fuz6 
Miura Naohiko 
Yamada Otoz6 



M*+bIPgCStE 
The Governors of the Guandong (Kwantung) Territol 

(Kunii&i~u cjto C h d m  [Governor of the Guandong District Governrnentl) 
(Note: This position was under the direct supervision of the GeneraI Director 

of the Guandong (Kwxitung) Bureau.) 
(December 1934 - August 1945) 

dba Kanjir6 
Takeshita Heijir6 
Mikageike Tatsuo 
dtsu Toshio 
Oura Naohiko 
Yanai Yoshio 

Sources: Kwantung Govemment, The Kwantung Goverment: ILS Fumions und Works (Dairen: 
Manchuria Daily News, 1 934 ed.), 1 8 ;  F@h Report on Progress in Manchuria (Dairen: South Manchuria 
Railway Company, 1936), 4-6; Manrhû nichi-nichi shinbun a H El B (Manchuria Daily News), 
Various Years; Alvin D. Coox, fiornohan: Japan Againsr Russia. 1939,2 Volumes (Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 1985); and Manchuria: A Fortnightiy Publicarion of the Manchuria Dai& News (October 
1 ,  I936), 225. The author would also iike to thank Professor Gu Mingyi J@ B I  of the Department of 
International Affairs at the Dalian Foreign Languages' Institute, for his assistance in cornpihg this list. 



Appendix IV 
Presidents of the South Manchuria Railway Company, 1906-1945* 

Got6 Shimpei 
Nakamura Zek6 
Nomura Ryütar6 
Nakamura Yüjir6 
Kunisawa Shimpei 
Nomura Ryütafi 
Hayakawa Senkichir6 
Kawamura Takej i 
Yasuhir6 Banichi 
Yamamoto Jotafi 
Sengoku Mitsugu 
Uchida Yasuya 
Hayashi Hirotafi 
Matsuoka Yosuke 
Omura Takuichi 
Ko b iyarna Naonari 
Yarnataki Motori 

Sources: Su Chongmin 8 E, Mancie s h i # e e  [The History of the South Manchuria Railway 
Company] (A volume in the senes titled: Dorgbei iurxian shisinian shi congshu jt: + pl 9 & 

[A Collected Series on the Founeen Year Occupation of the Nonheast]) (Beijing: Zhonghua shudian. 
1990), p 892; and Ramon H. Myers, "Japanese Impenalism in Manchuria: The South Manchuria Railway 
Company, 1906-1933," in Peter Duus, Ramon H. Myers, and Mark R. Peattie, eds, The Japanese Informal 
Empire in China, 1895-1937 (Princeton: Princeton University Press. 1989), p 1 19, foomote 58. 
* Note: Myers' dates for the terms of office of Kobiyarna Naonari and Yarnazaki Moton differ slightly 
fiom those cited in Su's monograph. 1 have used Myers' dates, but for those interested Su claims that 
Kobiyarna Naonari's term ended on 13 April, 1945 and that Yarnakazi Motori's presidency terminated on 
22 September, 1945. 



Glossary 

Note: Personal names that appear in either Appmdix 111 (Govemors of the Guandong Leased Temtory) or 
Appendix IV (Presidents of the SMR) are not duplicated below. Chinese names and terms are presented in 
traditional characten, except for the names of contemporary PRC historians or persont interviewcd in 
1993. The names of the laiier are cited using the simplified charact~n in use in the People's Republic of 
China. Al1 Japanese names and tenns are prcsenttd in traditional Kanji and not their simpüfied forms. 

Abahai (Hong Taiji) 
Aisin Gioro 
Amur 
An Chengsheng 
Anshan 
Ba Qi Ihidu 
Bao Guiqing 
bao jia 
beifarrg Xiang Gang 
Beijing Daxue 
Beijing Xueshenghui 
Beiyang 
Bo Xilai 
canh douzheng, wuqing daji 

Changchun 
Chen Duxiu 
Chen Weiren 
Chong De 
Chongqing 
Chosen Gink6 
dabenying 
Dagu 
da lian 
Daigahr 
Dairen Milwei-sho 

Dai Tà3 Kyœiken 

Dalian (Dairen) 
Dalian Haipn Xueyuan 

(Heiiong River) 
(An Ch'eng-sheng) 

'Eight Banner System' 
(Pao Kuei-ch'ing) 
(hokO3 
'Northern Hong Kong' 
Beijing University 
Beijing Sudents' Union 
'Northern Ocrm Flcet' 

'ruthless stniggle, and 
merciless blows' 

(Ch'ang-ch'un) 
(Ch 'en Tu-hsiu) 
(Ch'en Wei-jen) 
(Ch'ung Te) 
(Chungking) 
Bank of Korea 
'generai headquarters' 
(TaW 
'traveiling bags' 

Dalian Municipal 
Government 

Dalian Hong Ji ('Great 
Assistance') House of 
Charity 
Greater East Asia 

Co-Prosperity Sphere 
(Dalny) 
Dalian Martime 

Institute 



Dalian Shahekou 
Gongchmg H m n  Gongruehi 

Dalian Yïxueyum 

Dalian Zhonghua Qingnianhui 

Dalian Zhonghua Tuanfi 
You Zhi Lianhehui 

Dalian Zhonghua Yinshua 
Zhigong Lianhehui 

Dalian Zhonghua You Zhi Lianhehui 

dao 
Daoguang 
Deng Hegao 
Deng Xiaoping 
denki kœn 
Dian fie Qingnianhui 

Ding Biansheng 
Ding Ruchang 
Dong (Tung) 
Dong Xiufeng 
Dongbei 

Dorgon 
dai 
dujun (ruchiin) 
feixing jihui 
Fengj in-Shanhai 
fengiin 
Fengtian 
Fengf ian piao 

fi 
Fu Chang gongsi 

Dalian Shahekou 
Factory Chinese 
Worken' Study 
Society 

Dalian Foreign 
Languages Institute 

Dalian Medical 
College 

Dalian Chinese 
Workers' Study 
Society (DCWSS) 

Dalian Chinese Youth 
Society 

Patriotic Federation of 
Dalian Chinese 
Organizations 

Dalian Chinese 
Pnnters' Association 

Da1 ian Federation of 
Patriotic Chinese 

circuit l province 
(Tao- kuang ) 
(Teng Ho-kao) 

electric park 
(El ectric Railway 

Youth Corps) 
(Ting Pien-sheng) 
(Ting Ju-ch'ang) 
East 
(Tung Hsiu-feng) 
CC hina' s]Northeast 
('Manchuria') 

Street 
Military-Governor 
'flying meeting' 

'seat and prohibit' 
(Fengtien) 
Fengtian (Mukden) 
notes 

prefecture 
Fu Chang Company 



Fu Jingyang 
Fu Liyu 
Fujiantai 
Fukushima 
Fushun 
Ganjingzi 
genr6 
g o n g c h g  
Gong Qing Tumi 

Gu Mingyi 
guan 
guaniie 
Guan Wenying 
Guandong (Kant@ 
Guandongrhou Loowu Xiehui 

Guo Yongtian 
Guomindang 

Haerbin 
Han 
Han Wudi 
Hankou 
Hangzhou 
Hebei 
Henan 
Heizuizi 
Heilongjiang 
Higashikoen 
Hioki Eki 
Hiroshima 
Hiroto Kaki 
Hou Lijian 
hu 
HuIudao 
huiguan 

Ishimoto Kitar6 
It6 Hirobumi 
It6 Miyoji 
Jilin 
Jiaozhou 
Jin 

(Fu Ching-yang) 
(Fu Li-yu) 
Fushimidai 

(Kanchingtni) 
'elder statesman' 
workshop/factory 
Communist Youth 

League (CCYL) 
(Ku Ming-yi) 
Pas 
Government notes 
(Kuan Wen-ying) 
(Kwantung) 
Guandong Labour 

Union 
(Kuo Y ung-t' ien) 
Nationalist Party / the 

Kuomintang (GMD) 
(Harbin) 

(Han Wu-Ti) 
(Hankow) 
(Hangchow) 
(Hopei) 
(Honan) 
(Heitsuitzu) 
(Heilongchiang) 
Eastern Garden 

(Hou Li-chien) 
household 
(Hulutao) 
'native-place 
associations' 

(Kirin) 
(Kiao-chow) 
(Chin) 



Jin Boyang 
Jinzhou 
Ju Hongji 
j u  ren 
jun 
iungmg 
Jürchen 
Kamio Akira 
Kàng Ri Fanghtio Tumi 

Kangxi 
Kanr5ch6 

Kant 6 Sotoku-fi 

Kat6 Takaaki 
Katsura Tarô 
Kitakyüshü 
Kodama Gentare 
Kokumin Tai-Ro D&hikai 

Komura Jutafi 
Konoe Fumimaro 
Kubota Beisen 
Lao hutan (Rokotan) 
lishi 
Li Hongzhang 
Li Yuanhong 
Li Zhenying 
Li Zicheng 

(Chin Po-yang) 
(C hin-chou) 
(Ch'ü Hung-chi) 
'recommended man' 
prefecture 
naval port 

Mi-Japanese Arson 
Group 

(K'ang-hsi) 
Guandong Government 
(1919-1934) 

Guandong 
Communications 
Bureau 

Guandong (Kwantung) 
Army 

Guandong Bureau 
(1 934- 1945) 

Guandong District 
Government ( 1934-45) 

Guandong Military 
Viceroy (1905- 1906) 

Guandong Government- 
General ( 1906- 19 1 9) 

National United League 
on Russian Policy 

Amur ('Black Dragon') 
Society 

'Tiger beach' 
history 
(Li Hung-chang) 
(Li Yüan-hung) 
(Li Chen-ying) 
(Li Tm-ch'eng) 



Liaodong 
Liaoning 
Liao yang 
Liu Gongcheng 
Liu Shaoqi 
Liushutun 
liutiaob ian 
Longshan 
Lu Zhengxiang 
Lü Linxiu 
Lüshun (Ryojun) 
Luo Zhanglong 
machi 
Manrh@un 
Manzhou (Mansh C) 
Manzhouguo 
Manzhouli 
Mamhou Sheng Linshi Weiyuanht;i 

Manzhou Sheng Weipanhuz 

Mao Zedong 
Meiji 
Minami ,ManshÜ Tefsuda Kabushikz 

Kaisha (Mante fsuj 
Mitsui 
Morita Takashi 
Motoura Tatsurou 
M u l u  Munemitsu 
Nagasaki 
Nandao 
Nichi-Ro sens6 
Nihon Bashi 
Ningbo 
Nishi 
Nis-Shin 
Niuzhuang 
Nogi Maresuke 
Nurhaci 
Biroba 
Okuma Shigenobu 
Oyama 
Oyama Iwao 
Pan Fu 

(Liaotung) 

(Liu Kung-ch'eng) 
(Liu Shao-ch' i) 
(Liushut ' un) 
Willow Pallisades 

(Lu Cheng-hsiang) 
(Lü Lin-hsiu) 
(Port Arthur) 
(Lo Chang-lung) 
street 
Manchurian Army 

(Manchukuo) 
(Manchouli) 
Temporary Maichurian 

Provincial Cornmittee 
Manchurian Provincial 
Cornmittee (MPC) 

(Mao Tse-tung) 

South Manchuria 
Railway Co. (SMR) 

man tao) 
Russo-Japanese W ar 
Japanese Bridge 
(Ningpo) 
West 

(Newchwang) 

'Great PlazafCircle' 

(P'an Fu) 



Qianlong 
Qin 
Qing 
Qingdao 
Qingniwa 
Qu Wenxiu 
Quangtio Tielu Zonggonghui 

Rehe 
Renhetang yaodion 
Rokoku 
Saionji Kimmochi 
Sanshan 
Shahekou (Shakako) 
Shandong 
Shanhaiguan 
h g  hui 
Shanghai 
Shunghui Zung Shanghui 

Shehuizhuyi Qingniantuan 

Shenyang 
Shen Yin 
sheng 
Shengjing 
shi 
Shimonoseki 
shisige yanhai garrgkoti chertgshi 

S hoson 
S h6wa 
Shuang He Zhan 
Shunzhi 
Su Guang 
Sugino 
Sungari 
Sumki 
Taisho 
Taidong ribao 
Taiwan 
Takahiro Kogoro 

(Ch7 ien-lung) 
(Ch' in) 
(Ch7ing) 
(Ts ingtao) 
(Ch' ingniwa) 
(Ch'ü Wen-hsiu) 
National Federation of 

Railway Worken' 
Unions 

(Jehol) 
Renhetang apothecary 
(Russia) 

(Shakok'ou) 
(Shantung) 
(Shanhaikuan) 
chamber of commerce 

Shanghai General 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

Socialist Youth League 
(Sm) 

(Mukden) 

province 
(Shengking) 
city 

'Fourteen Coastal Port 
Cities' 

(Shun-chih) 
(Su Kuang) 

(Songhua River) 

(Formosa) 



Tang Hongjing 
Tang Yunchao 
Terauchi Masatake 
tewu (tokumir) 
Tiananmen 
Tianjin 
ring 
Togo Heihachir6 
tongyum 
tun&vuanpiao 
T6yüKaihazsu ffibushi Kaisha 

Tsushima 
Tuanri Wei Zhiyuan 'Wu Sa' 

Yundong 

Wang Changquan 
Wang Baozhen 
Wang jinglan 
Wang Ligong 
Wang Ming 
Wang Shaobo 
Wang Yongqing 
wei 
Wei Changkui 
Weihaiwei 
Wu Si Yundang 
Wu Junsheng 
Wu Peifu 
Wu Sangui 
Wu Tingfang 
Xi (Hsi) 
xiju 
xiqu 
Xiamen 
Xiaogangzi (Shokoshi) 
Xinj ing 
Xing'an 
Xinggepu (Hoshigauru) 
Xiongnu 
Xu Jingcheng 
Xu Shichang 
yakyu 
Yamagata Antomo 

'counter-intel Iigence' 
(T' ienanmen) 
(Tientsin) 
sub-prefecture 

copper coins 
copper coin notes 
Oriental Development 
Company 

Organization to Suppon 
the May 30th 
Movement 

(Wang Ch'ang-cti' üan) 
(Wang Pao-chen) 
(Wang Ching-Ian) 
(Wang Li-kung) 

(Wang Shao-po) 
(Wang Yung-ch'ing) 
false 
(Wei Cheng-k'uei) 

May Fourth Movernent 
(Wu Chün-sheng) 
(Wu P'ei-fû) 
(Wang San-kuei) 
(Wang Ding-fang) 
West 
plays 
operas 
(Amoy) 
'Chinese quarter' 
(Elsinking) 
(Hs ing-an) 
'Star beach' 
(Hsiung-nu / 'Huns') 
(Hsü Ching-ch'eng) 
(Hsu Shih-ch'ang) 
baseball 



Yamagi Motohani 
Yamazaki Mitsuo 
Yantai 
yaWNian 
yangqianpiao 
Yang Zhiyun 
yi 

Yijiuersan nian quunguorenmin 
de shouhui Lüda yundong' 

Yi Kuang (Prince Qing) 
y inding 
Yingkou 
Yokohama Shokin Ginko 
Yongzheng 
Yu Chonghan 
Yu Jixian 
Yu Jingbo 
Y uadyuan 
Yuan Shikai 
Zhang Chi 
Zhang Ganmin 
Zhang Luoshu 
Zhang Naiwen 
Zhang Shoushan 
Zhang Xueliang 
Zhang Youcai 
Zhang Zhidong 
Zhang Zuolin 
Zhang Zuoxiang 
Zhao Puyu 
Zhao Wuchen 
Zhejiang 
Zhifou 
Zhiii 
zhiqian 
Zhong Gong Dalian Di Wei 

Zhong Gong Dalian Shi Wei 

Zhong Gong Dalian Te Zhi 

(Chefoo) 
silver coins 
silver coin notes 
(Yang C hih-yiin) 
' barbarians' 
'The 1923 Movement 

by the People of 
China to Regain 
Lüshun and Dalian' 

(1- k' uang) 
silver coins 
(Newchwang) 
Yokohama Specie Bank 
(Yong-cheng) 
(Y ü Ch'ung-han) 
(Yü Chi-hsien) 
(Yü Ching-po) 

(Yuan Shih-kai) 
(Chang Ch'ih) 
(Chang Kan-min) 
(Chang Lo-shu) 
(Chang Nai-wen) 
(Chang Shou-shan) 
(Chang Hsüeh-liang) 
(Chang You-&'ai) 
(Chang Chih-tung) 
(Chang Tso-lin) 
(Chang Tso-hsiang) 
(Chao P'u-yü) 
(Chao Wu-ch'en) 
(Chekiang) 
(Chefoo) 
(Chihli) 
copper cash 
Dalian Regional 

Committee of the CCP 
Dalian Municipal 
Committee of the CCP 

Dalian Special Branch 
Cornmittee of the CCP 



Zhong Gong Guandong Xian Wei 

Zhong Gong Manrhou Sheng Wei 

Zhong Gong Zhongyan 

Zhongguo Gongchandmg 

Zhongguo Gongchanrhuyi 
Qingniantuan 

Zhongguo Yike Dame 

Zhonghua Jiaornin Xuexiao 
Zhonghua mimu 
Zhonghua Qingnianhui 

Zhonghua Zeng Zhi -;Yuexiao 

zhongxin chengzi 
Zhou Enlai 
Zhu Fucheng 
Zongli Yamen (Tsungli Yamen) 

Guandong District 
Cornrnittee of the CCP 

Manchurian Provincial 
Cornrnittee o f  the CCP 
( M W  

CCP Central 
Comm ittee 

Chinese Comrnunist 
Party (CCP) 

Chinese Comrnunist 
Youth League (CCY L) 

Chinese Medical 
University 

Awaken China School 
Chinese people 
Chinese Youth 

Association 
Chinese Enlightenment 

School 
'keyfcentral city' 
(Chou Enlai) 
(Chu Fu-ch'eng) 
Office of Foreign 

Affairs 



PRIlMARY SOURCES 
Note: Throughout the prirnary source bibiliography the spelling of DaiianlDairen takes the form in use ar 

the t h e  of referenced work's publication. 

Government and Local Archives 

Dalian shi dang 'angum $ a (Dalian City Archives) PSDAG: File numbers 
accompany entries.] 

Dalian shi fwhug~mr jC & 3 f j  @ ((Dalian Municipal Library) [DSTSG: File numbers 
accompany entries.] 

Great Britain. Public Record Office. Foreign Office File. China General Correspondence. 
FO 37 1, 1920- 1937. Numbers: 5322,5338,6656,9199,9200,922 1, 103 19, 125 1 1, 
14695, 16208, 16216, 16218, 17166, 18I8S,2O272,2lOl9, 46214. 

Liaoning sheng d ~ n g  'ungurm 7 (Liaoning Provincial Archives) [LSDAG: File 
num bers accompany entries.] 

United States. Department of State. Record Group 84. Records of Foreign Service Posts. 
Consular Posts. Dairen, Manchuria, China. 1 9 1 5- 1940. United States National Archives. 
Washington, D.C. 

Unpu blished Sources 

Kinney, Charles B ishop. Memorandum on Manchuria. Dairen. December 1934-July 193 8. 
[Irregular semi-monthIy reports on the general situation in Manchuria following the 
style and pattern of the earlier memoranda prepared by his father, Henry W. Kinney.] 

Kinney, Henry Walswordi. Memorandum on Manchurio. Dairen. September 1930-June 1935. 
[Irregular semi-monthly reports on the general situation in Manchuria, with emphasis 
on trade and development, and the activities of the South Manchuria Railway Company. 
Kinney was an employee of the SMR during this period.] 

Collected and Pubiished Documents 

Annual Sfatistical Report of the Dairen Chamber of Commerce and Indusny. Dairen: Dairen 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 1934. 

Carnegie Endowrnent for International Peace, Division of International Law. Manchuria: 
Treaties md Agreements. New York: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
1921. 



Chnikov, V.I. Missiyu v Kifae: Zopiski Voennogo Soverniko (Mission to China: Memoin of a 
Military Adviser). Moscow: Nauka, 198 1. 

Fairbank, John King, Katherine Frost Bmner, and Elizabeth MacLeod Matheson, eds. The I.G. 
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