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Abstract

- ﬁo]itica]'ﬁconomy'and Commiunity:. A Study of Montreal West -

-Liltian Reinblatt

| This thesis is a historical study of the community of fi‘ N
Mbntrea] West. Based on the finding’ that the 1oca1 population had
e1ther themselves come from Scotland and Enq?and @r were descended
from those who had, the history of panad1an01mmlgrat1on between the
British conquést»of New France and the preseﬁﬁ century was investiaated.
Sﬁnce th1s 1nm1qrat1on was c]ose]y tied to the po]1t1ca1 economy and
since the assumpt1on ‘of this thes1s is that political econonw has
quor 1mp]1cat1ons for-@he Técal community, that too was studied.

An investigation'of the-geograph{cal oriqinshbf the

Town showed'that tﬁe railways were ingtrumEntal in the establishment

and development of this community, agéin‘showinq the close relationship’

between it and the political economy. The cultural backgrodnd of

- the ‘residents was, of course, closely tieq to the fact of fheir immi -

o [ . .
gration from Great Britair and the institutions and social ‘structures @%L

which they were to‘'establish in Montreal West reflected this background.
This approach to the field of conmun1ty studies implies
that local. organ1zat1ons are linked to the 1nst1tut1ons at the

commun1ty 1eve] but are also widely supported by their re]atlonsh1ps ' \

' within a much wider institutional and “interpersonal network. Their

existence, then, is clesely linked to their relationship with various

aspects of- the political economy and to the role -and the identity of

v

the elites. ' o J Y

The relations between state‘and,society have'been ﬁﬁahging,and

SO has the degree of autonomy enjoyed by the small commun1ty Denied —

its contro] of 1oca] institutions, it 1s underqo1nq gradual chanoe in

many areas. .- “ o
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PREFACE .

¢
kil

. Quring the 1950's, as a student in the 1ocai high schoo}l,

I had first become aware of the marked segregation between the
Protestant and thg Jewish students in the sdciaﬂ life of the schoo].]
fhis was also the case among the parents. Eventually, a high séhool
was constructed in a neighboring suburb and the Jewish pooulation
shifted to another area while the high school in Montreal West
"maintained the level of its population by bu§§ing stuaents from duf;‘

lying ar:eas.2

Some twentyv years . later, I_once aééin became iﬁterested in

“ the social life ofﬁthis communit}. Looking at the composition of )

the Municipal Commission, the executive of the Citizens' Assogjation.

and the local organizations of the same period, it seemed to

me that their composition was rather homogeneous. -Moreover, almost

the entire'ﬁroup of Commissioners- l1ived on the same -block at one.

boint.3 The Protestant Anglo-Saxon middle class backaround of these
a groups and of the population they represented was immediately appa?ent.

Even the names of the local streets appeared to‘bg of English

or Scottish origin.4

' ' . -

* The conservative nature of this homogeneous population had
also become apparent.5 One resident of many years complained that her
house was still being referred to by the name of its former owner.

Nthers in the older part of the town echoed this same regret. Moreover,

Y . ."

.
‘
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one'gentieman, who had lived in h{s house for nearly twenty years

and had participated in the actiyities of many local organizations -
over the years, menticned that he was still being treated as a Aew
arrival. These conditions wefé particularly interesting in the

cOnFext of the 1970's when communities and their populations hadh
been.changing so rapidly elsewhere.

This initial interest in local conditions led to the publica- .y

* tion in the.covmunity newsletter of a request for information about

3
the 10ca1 community. It resulied in an offer of assistance from a

loca) h1stor1an Whose family had Tived in the To&n for four aenerations.
He made available to me a wealth of material including personal
écrap-books of newspaper clippings, monthly municioal opublications

from thé Town's early years, old publications by various local community
. L]
organ1zat1ons and churches and a local te1ephone directory from

the year 1917. ' : N
. D . \\\ ., - . IJL/‘ ' ’
The identification of current™residents whose family roots

went back ﬁg the days of the «founding c1t1éé ;ans not difficult if ‘

one made a coméarison of the "names in the 1917 and 1977 local telephone
directories. tAfter’severa] conversations with thesé"feporters' as

well as ‘with other individua1s who were active in the ca%bgs1ty, it

soon became apparent that the commun1tv s development was c10§s\y linked
w{th the railway companies. The written evidence supported these
observations . "In fact, records have iddicated that the CPR made some

very specifie contributions to local coﬁmunity facilifﬁgs\and organizations.
The examipation of the material in the/CPR archivesﬂ@éa tg%confirm that
this Company in particu]arlwas ;xtremeﬁy interested in %ﬁ{g community's

é‘ﬂjn
development.
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A specific benefit taq the community was the oresence of ‘rail-
way stations within its territory. Even before the twentieth century, the
Grand Trunk Railway had erected a small station here. MNot'long after-

wards, the Canadian Pacific Railway had built and then rebuilt a station ¢

.1n this area which had previously been a tract of three farms. In

the 1igﬁf of all of the above factors, the role of the railways in
Montreal West would have to be one of the areas of investigation in
any study of this Town.. However, this role could not be studied in iso-
lation from other local éondition;.

In an investigation.of the role of the railways, mapy questions .
had presented themselves. For instance, why would twenty-five audit
clerks all wish to live in this area? Why would their position within
a company be such that their request could reach the ears of the comp-
tro]]er?\ How did they come to own land in Montreal West when Tocal

records indicate ownership of all the land by only two families? Such
AN ”

oo VRN
. questions impelled the research well beyond the local community. This

seemed te call for not only a historical study but also for one that
looks at the political economic context of local conditions.

. Throughout the reseaﬁch,‘interviews with current and %ormer
residents were carried out. This promoted either the confirmation or
tge rejection of various explanations as they came out of the research.
Among the written material which had been made available for thfis re-
search was an anquersary booklet published by the Tocal curling club.
Among the extensivg\igfonnation included were 1ists of the founding
and recent executives. \{he corresnepdence in Some of the family

names was unusual considering the wide time span between 1912 and

1976.  When questioned about this, Tocal 'reporters' showed a

°
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predictable diversity of opinion. One resident, whose family connections
with the Town went back to its earliest déys, described incidents

that showed the extremely powerful political rple of the cur]ing’

club at the municipal level. She a1§o\described the elitist and re-
strictive procedures_for obtaining membership in this local organiza-
\tion. Another resident, whose grandfather and husband had been aétﬁve
Iin the Town as membert of the lotal political 'executive' from its
earliest years, provided a different explanation. In her opinion,

. .
there was a need for the provision of suitable candidates for ‘local
Teadership and the curling club fulfilled this need. .

At this point, other questions became apparent. What is tHe
role of this organization today? If it is no Tonqger as,oowerful, then
why has its Tocal position changed? Moreover, the repnort of the
membershin restrictions of the early years raised other questions.
0f the early resi;;nts, such as those listed in the 1917 directory,
who did and who did not qualify for membershio in themone‘socia] and
recreational organization that dincluded all denominational groups
within the town.6 The comparison of an original curling club member-

shin 1ist with the names in the early directory proved useful.

A social prqfile of the residents was be@un in order that one might

understand this relationship. Questions as to the ethnic origin
of the early residents were included in a1l the interviews. When
9t had become apparent that about half the founding residents had
been immigrants from Britain and Scotland, research was carriéd
but into the reasons for emigration from these lands to Canada as

well as into the various periods or 'waves' ¢f immiqration. C
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Recent years have seen a marked change. in a11 of the above

\

'local conditions'. . Other local deve]opnpnts su'ch‘,as the population

changes in the High school, prbfessiona‘lization o,vf&thé fire fighters

and the transfer of the police force were among the char;gés that were

’

i“ni.tiaHy difficult to comprehend. The,c1osihng of the-Montreal West

'

Elementary School is another jssue that cannot be‘gxpjained within a

.

sifnp]e local and ahistorical ‘context. These changes must be seen against™ -

the political 2conomic backgrdund and within their historical .context.

\
.
* . r 4 -
f

./’ .
v - 0
- -
* ~
u ‘ \
'
-, .
M .
¥
v
1
i
rooN ‘
'
r Kl
-
.
e L}
4 A
* - -
.
0w ‘
. .
0y +
o g
. . -
»
) ,
~
& ‘ /J
- ’
' * »
.
‘
- A 8 :
. - ' S
'
v
N I3
5 - R
.
Al “|‘
r - '
0 + - - '
- ;o -
.y . e
H
[y
o
'
>
~ .

B e B gt R

Mg TURE

T URTT UL W L I e

Ly np

Y

S O PN VSO

s

LR
P



w

Notes to Preface ' o v

. a

1 This refers to segregation between the Jewish population, who
lived almost entirely in the Northern.section over the railway tracks
and in neighbouring Cote St. Luc.and the Protestant population who
tended to 1ive in the older Southem section of Montreal West.

2 Candiac is an example of this.
3 1975-1978 is.the period referred to.

4 Wé$tminster, Campbell, Ballantyne, Easton and Ainslie Avenues
are exampdes of this. .

5 According to the 1971 Census published by the Government of
Canada, 4,230 of the residents came from the British Isles out of a
total of 5,340 (.799). Moreover, according to the 1951 Census, the
figures were 3,053 of 3,721(.827).. !

b At first this was almost entirely Presbyterian, Anglican and
Methodist. After Church Union 1n 1925, it was almost entirely
Presbyterian, Anglicap -and United Church. ’

.
T * . N
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Chapter One

Concepts and Classification,

This study-.has seééra] major areas of concern. How and in
what way did the local organizations ref]ecf the core institutions?
How dia the political culture of the community of Montreal West come
;bout and how did it manifesf‘itse1f in the early years?
The theoretical pgrgpective implied in fﬁis~5tudy is that
a community is not an object of spontaneous generation; local institu-
tions and cultural traditions must be considered in the context of
their histori;a] and cultural origins. It assimes that 1ocaf\institq- ‘
tions and structures are all meshed with the political economy of |
the nation and that change can originate in any institutional area,
whether it be denmgraﬁhic, educationalf economic, po]ftical or ideological.
A.'Epistomé1ogy ané Logic of Analysis * | | 4@

The sotial scientist is committed to knowing the world beyond

his immediate experience. In order for him to know what sense data to

1

-, consider more than others and to be able to exchange ideas with others, he

needs to have concepts. These concepts are a product of cultural experi— -

1

ence and they create a frame of reference which 1imits, defines and in
this wz

y determines the social facts which are knowable to him.
This issue of epistomology, of looking into the "presuppositionsl

for the experience of something" involves éhe determination of "the neces-

sary conditﬁons for the possibility 6} experience." 2The coﬁsideration

of epistomoﬂoéy brings to our attention the fact that the particular Weltan- .

schaung or world outlook of a particular social scientist>pr researcher wi]i -

have a crucial effecf‘on the theoretical and methodological organization |

of his topic. For instance, the 'world outlook' of Karl Mannheim, referred

4
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to as the sociology of knowledge, is focused upon this concern with the

effect of the culture of one's own society upon one's thinking and creative-

3
ness,

The eff.gt of epistomology is often imperceptible; the thinkers

R

and the creators jof a society are motivated by the prevailing social

philosophy to pr‘&eed with theif research, in some directions and to avoid
the investigation of othqr éirections. The formation of concepts is
related to our classification of experiencés. By grouping our experiences
into certain areas of similarities and differences, classification provides
"economy of thought", a "conceptual unity for further,study and the direction
of our attention to new aspects of the experience." In this way it enab]esq
us to bring an experience to a more inte]iectua]]y meaningful level.
C]assifié;tion, as a process which both forms cafégﬂ?ies and places )
individual cases into these, categories, enables us to think rather }han
to merely experience with the senses, It is crucial for the Eesearcher
to be aware of the effect of c]assifiéation uFon cases. As pointed out by
Good and Scates "Nature provides the objects, man provides the c]asses."4
The effect of our classification of our experiences is also
considered by Sjoberg and Nett. They point out that our concepts toward
observed social phenomena will affect our interests and in turn will in-
fluence the level of theory within which a researcher chooses to operate
and whether he is 1ikely to search for casual'or exp]qnatqry;variables.é K
For this reason, among the first steps inctﬁiglébméhn%zy~é{udy @111‘S
the ¢lassification of the varying definitions of the concept of a

J
community.




B. Research Methods and Techniques

. This study of the Town of Montreal West differs in orientatidn
s . T ,
and%;mphasis from the traditional community studies. It is essentially

the application of the political economy framework to the 'society'or

‘field' of Montreal West,, Thé conditions of political economy and

immigration that brought the founding residents to what was to become '

Montrea1'WEst will be cescribed, as wild~the characteristics of the
pedple themselves. Certain economic conditions, both external and

"

local, assisted and encouraged local institutions sich as those represent-

v . P

ing rg]igion and education. ,The latter in tum fed back into the occu- . N
pa;ions and thence dnto thé economic structure. As will be shown, the
occupétions of the residents are closely related to the other institutions
and will, thergforé, he sthied és such. This framework iﬁp1ies the
‘use of particular research methods and techniqués, - s
Pauliné Young views the. community as - |

"characterized by a territorial area, common interests,
common patterns of social and economic relations, a common R
bond of solidarity from the conditions of its abode, a ‘
.. constellation of the social 1nétitutions, and subject to
- some degree of group control.” ‘

Yohng SETieyes that a community étudy should consider "the Historica] setting,

the social influence of physical configuration,” .social isolation, social

o
. .

contacts,yéconomic centers, demogkaphic_gharééteristics and population

-

mobi]ity: She adds that the community survey should cover the constellation
of social institutions, the local government and tHE‘vaFious organizqtion§.7

Gorden notes that community studies must combine data from various
h) * .

w

sources &nd use various techniquesw . They must refer to public records , AN

1

o N - ) {( "
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personal documents and newspapers. Researchers often find it neces-

A .
sary to. conduct interviews with local persons and to do participant

observation and “pure observation. .This multi-method approach is re-

- . 8 - . .
ferred to as triangulation., . . .
y ] . n

- Denzin ex;;ands this strategy to a technique referred to as ™=

o
» -

multiple triangulation which implies a combination in a single inves-

, 4 .
tigation (of a single set of events) of "multiple observers, theoretical

pe(rspect‘ives,,q sources of data and methodologies." He suggests that
this is the most refined research Qerspective that can be achieved.

Ther

use of a combination of methods is a flexible technique

. that generally emphasizes one approach but avails itself of a v’afiefy

of other techm’queé 1'uQrder to maxinﬁze the acquisition of relevant

- data. Moreover, ﬁmu]ti‘—triangulated research design is likely to

yield more valid and more reliable findings “than one«that uses any

single method.

!

In light of the above r_"ecommendétions, the investigation began

~n

with interviews of local persons such as past and present members of

the local citizens' association in a casual and unfocused manner. The

_research then referred to the literature in orde‘r to become 'acqqainted

with other studies of communities such as the Aiken and Mott anthology,

The Structure of Corrmunity.w*tﬂe Haw]éy—Wi(t study of The Search for
11

and the Viditch and Bensman s'tudy of The Small Town in

Mass Socigty.]?/mng developed more 1’dea:~;‘ with respect to the community

being studied, this writer set out all the propositions which seemed rele-

bant. For, instance, one hypothesis was concerned with the elitist

mode] of community power and another with the pluralist model.

#



n

[4

‘The hse 9f unobtrusive measures was used throughout. However, it
was particularly useful at the initial stage in oPder .to develop the data.
For instance, newspaper c]ippin@ﬁ and personal diaries from a private
collection, as wel* as records of local churches and other institutions
§uéh as the Tocal curling c[gp were also investigated.. The triangula-

“ tion of time,’space and person demanded the checking of data over time
with‘persbns who were living or had at some point lived in the commun-
ity.13' ‘ |

, Ii soon became apparent»t%at power was itself derived f}om
institutions far beyond the local community. It a]sé became evident

N

that the understanding of the soctal forces that were in operation in
*

.

this community could no{ be adequately unde;stood by means of a
localized stde of community power; rather it would be far more
fruitful to look at the social backaround of this community throuach
an investigation of its historicq] setting in ‘terms of the national
po]ifica] economy.

.This conclusion led to tHe examination of Canadian history
from the time of the British éonquest of New France to the present
day'in order to locate the community of Montreal West within the
po1jtica] economy. It also called for the investigatioﬁ of the values
'and‘institutions of Great Britain, that is, for the purpose of this -

- study, of Scotland apd England, in order to locate the values, atti-

tudes, .institutions and social structures of the community of Montreal
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West. Furthermore, census data was required to explain the changes o
in the cgmmunity in recent decades. Newspapers and community news-
letters were also useful to highlight the Tocal changes. - .
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C. Review of the Literature

There are several types of community studies. Much of this

&

-can'be attribwted to differing definitigps of the concept of community.

y

One definition 1is: .
"that a ‘community consists of* persons in social interaction
within a qeographic.area and having one or more additional
common ties."I> ' . )

—

Poplin notes that “%his definition includes .a territorial variable.
a sociological yafiabTe . . . and a psycho cultural variable."16The
.traditional "community studies™ literature had tended to emphasize

one or another of these ejemenfs, almost in a cyclical pattern.
A

Thé type of study which is primarily concerned with Dét%ﬂ;ns of
interaction is rooted in a philosophical background which concerns it-
self with the E]assica] dichotomy of community énd anti-community. This
subject has been discussed in great detail by the ferman scholar Ferdi-
nand T8nnies. 1t has been qpp]ied to American socioloay by Dennis E.
Poplin and by Charles Loomis. T#nnies had sought to understand social
relationships and had proposed a scheme based on a polarity of ideal

types which he had referred to as Gemeinschaft and Gese]]schaft.]7

As an ideal type, Gemeinschaft was said to be based on harmony
and to be developed by folkways, mores and religion. It was considered
to predominate in underdeveloped and nonindustrialized countries. ‘Its
polar opposite, designated as Gesellschaft, was said to be based upon

instrumentality, with social relations being of an jmpersonal nature.
. ‘ .

| e
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Social change, suqh\as the. change from one mode of production
to another, that is,from feudalism to capitalism, involves both town

and country as parts of the altered economic system. The change oucht ,

‘therefore , to be examined in®that 1ight. Moréover, as a orimarily

“ .-

nerceptual scheme, this model Qould lead us to overlook issues such as
the class struggle or the interpretation'bf power and leadershin in a

19 Y i pa e
human settlement. ~.Change can originate in any of the social institutions

)

. whether they be demographié, political,.economic, ideological or educational.

The Gemeinschaft-Gesellschaft scheme has. been applied
to the field of communify studies. ‘Robert Redfield had proposed
a continuum along which cormunities might be ranked. They were
placed according to their folk or urban characteristics, with the
urban char;cterist?cs being implied as the 1ogjca1 opposites of
those describinag folk society, particularly in terms of its social
relationships. 2O.Just as Redfield sets up and describes the ideal
type for fo]k’or rural society,so Lbu%s Wirth, in his essaw "Urbanism

as a Way of Life," describes the ideal type for the city. He sees

it as: "a relatively large, dense and permanent settlement of sbcially
wel ' ‘ '

heterogeneous individuals.
Dealing with demographic differences, Lo&mis and Loomis ques-
tion the assumption tﬁif poﬁh]ation densi}y“corre1ates with degrees of
rurality or urbahity or even with population size.zz‘ Other criticisms
have also been directed against the application of this typology to
‘the field of community studies. Jackson finds that it gives undue
emphasis to the role of the city as a source of social change thereby
neglecting rural/urban interaction in a wider setéing. Also, being so

locale-oriented, this approach fails to consider the territory in the

c;;;Ext\gi\Fhe overall political egsnomy. , ’ K

e
1

#




. to radicalism, with Bell maintaining that the latter arises not from

15

While the rural-urban typology has been rejected in recent years,

other schemes for the study of,commhnitiés have been proposed to take

¢

its p]éce. Albert J. Reiss, Jr., in his essay "Rural-Urban and Status

Differences in Interpersonal Contacts" f&und that primary contacts seem
to be more a function of occupation than of status and notes that conclusions
about change shou]d'not be drawn in the abseneéiof historical data as a base.

.

Daniel Bell, in his critidue of theories of mass society, also re-
o \
jects the theme of community/anti-cOmmunity. He suggests that a theory

about American society should work from the empirical to the theoretical
level rathe; than to over%lmplify by means of grand theories such as that
of the existence of alienation and exploitation in mass society. Bell,
in his objection to the emphasis on alienation and exploitation as the

primary elements of mass society, notes that "Politics today is not a

™ s

reflex o?\Fny internal class divisions but is éhaped by international

eventsl‘24 He finds that the communEty/anti—community approach blinds us
é - S

-

to this truth. g

Mass society is defended against the accusation that it Teads

mass society but from society's inability to meet popular expectations.

He makes the point that change js occurring more rapidly in the Un}ted

States tth in any other country, yet we find less violente today thad

we did inthe past, so that the social life fails to supqut the assump-
Lo , ’ .

tion thatlsocial disorder and anomfe accompany thé& changes. ? Bell prefers

' € H]

to take the position that mass society is"thé br?ﬁging ?f the masses
into thejsociety from which they were bnce excluded."26

The theory of mass society does not, according io Bell, explain
the interrelations of_the parts of the Society that‘wsuld help ug/;o

Jocate the sources of change. This is why he. has taken pains to esta- "
d R Vi ’
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blish the distinction between a literary and a sociological analysis.

Bell points out that:

"A literary analysis is textual, it takes the”wokk as 1ts woerld.
A.sociological analysis is contextual, it seeks the wider settéga,
in order to relate its distinctions to the soc1ety as a who]e
He 1is advocating then a recogn1t1on of external factors in the study.
> \:3

’
4

of a society, or by implication, of a community. -

In the classical studies of American cormunities, we also see

- the gradual recognition of_ the role of historical data in a commun{ty

analysis. The Lynds' s tudy of Middletown was an attempt to study’

ca sample American  community in the anthropological §éy1e; It nre-

4 »

* sented the contémoo}aﬁy Middletown as a reflection of the same communify

in 189ﬂ, including the historical setting a]onq with ‘the various econo—

mic and domestic features.28 M1dd1etown has since been stud1ed a thwrd
time. 23 Th%s under]inee the importance of the h15tor1ca1 d1menswon. We
f1nd the same interest in the historical setting in the’ warner and Lunt
study of Yankee C1ty 30 This study, which aiso 1ooks at the reWat1on—1

ship between social chanqe and the communwty, goes back to consider the

"period after the Revo]ut1onary Wars as the root of th1s commun1ty S

3]
social Structure. ~° In ¢h1s way, even a|trans1t1on stage is interpre-

‘ted in the light of the historical background.32

Other community studies have also focused on social interaction.’

There has been particular interest in the role of status and power in

the development of a community. -The Yankee Cit} study by Warner and
i3

Lgnt; which concerned itself with the rise and decline of an elite,”” the

~ Hunter study of various types of community leadership °4and Golid's

study of St. Pasca]aa all relate tﬁe study of social power to commun ity

change. However, the emphas1s remaans on specific types of social re1a-

tionships. As we depfi% further from the anthropological rural-urban

L

-~>
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typology and incorporate historical elements in the study of cammunities,
we find that certain structural models high1iqhtlother sets of data.

Dennis E. Poplin applies the coneept of interaction both within and -

between social systems to the study of. commuﬁﬁxies. Poplin-notes that

""face to face interaction' at the level_ of -the community is mah{fested

Iy

within the subsystems of which the community, is comnosed. The social

systems analyst,.therefore, sometimes analyzes -the rq1ationéh1ps be tween

Avem ot ¥

"Jwith whom it deals." 38

g

A

‘ways and on some occasions may be viewed as a sing1e-un1

“1npﬁts\igvolving the attitudes and behaviors of those'it employs ori

o

social s&stems in terms’ of 'systemic Tinkage', a concept defined by Loo-"

mis as "a process whereby one or more elements of at least two social

systems is articulated in such a manner that the two systems in some

g, b PopTin

i understands this to mean that "interaction occurs not only between indiv-

i

iduals but also between groups and other groups, between groups and dnsti-

' L 37 4
tutions, and even between two or more institutions”

A related way to study community interaction is to look at the
I~1'n;;7u‘cs‘and putputs which fiow'betwéen its various subsystems'. Accord-.

ing to Roland Warren, within this scheme "every subsystem in the

community will receive inputs of_various tvpes -from other Jocal units,

v

Social SVS tEm theory is often sdpp1emented by funct¥onalism,

/another basic type of modern sociological theory. Although social sys-

‘tem gheony and functionalism are closely related, there are differ-

\ {.

ences between the two approaches. Specifically, the social system

theorist focuses upon units of social organization and upon the struc-

‘tural relationships which develep bétween thenm. Thus —the concept of

~
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external paftern tells us only that social systems are interrelated.

‘1t does not tell us why theas relationships exist or what they entail.

Ny

Functionalism,on the other hand, examines these relationships in terms

of their context and consequences. For instance, functionalism might
t

consider the contributions of g particular religious system to the

community as a who]e.39 ’
The study 6f Middletown by Helen and Robert Lynd is an illu-
Stration of ‘the functionalist way of looking at a community. Thg

main purpose of the above research had been to study the effects of

industrialization on community l1ife. They carried this out by tracino

‘these effects through six major areas of life classified according to

W.H.R. Rivers' scheme as "getting a living, méking a home, training
the young, using leisure, engaging in religious practices, and enaag-
ing in community activities‘quThe Lynds had assumed that ¢hanaes in

any one area would reverberate throughout -the others to a greater or
, ‘ 2 .
lesser degree. As it turned out, the area that reverberated most wide-

ly was 'getting a living' because it encomnassed many of the central

changes wrought by industrialization.
\egcord%ng to Jessie Bernard, the functionalist sgheme, as well
as the other earlier paradigms, are no longer appropriate for the: study of

the local community.

" Since so rmany of the rost vital socicl svstems thus now
transcend local communities, the urban settlement can no longer
be viewed as an appropriate unit of observation, let alone
as a community. . It has to be viewed simply as iﬁ nodal point

_of a region, country or international system."
Al

~The weakness inherent in these various social system theories is their

‘ ahistorical nature. They deal only with thé\gresent, thereby eliminating
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the potential contribution of the 1ight which the past could shed
on the present, nor do they look at either of these in terms, of what

Tight they cpu1d shed on the future.

The style of study that is discussed in th15 paper has tended
to emphasize the interaction aspect of community However, some of '

the earliest work in this field has tended to stress the ferritorial

aspect of community and has been done in the ecoloaical style which
assumes that the reqularities of land use are interpreted'in terms of

the eco]ogica7 processes of the natural sciences. The‘ecoloqica]‘in-

terpretation of community assumes that Qommun1t1es deve]op in loca-

.

tions possessing either an abundance of natural resources or'a well-

developed transportation system.42 Human eco1oby tries to interpret
the layout and the development of urban conwun1t1es, assum1nq tha't

these, their populations and the1r 1n5t1tut1ons, fo]?ow regu]ar,.recur-

/

rent patterns. The human .ecologist is expected to discover these baswc
A
patterns of cwty growth and to exp]awn the octurrence of these charac-

teristic spatial conf1gurat1ons

’

It has been said that Robert Park, an exponent of this form

: 43
‘of community study, was the father of medern human ecoloay. Accord-

ing to Park, the basic levels of human organization are the biotic and

the social. “The biotic level, wh-ich occurs" whenever 1ivina things

shﬁre a common habitat "is'a result of competition while the social

1eve1 arises from.the cqmyon ties and purpose among men. 44 Therefore z/P‘

»
the eco]og1sts«c1a1nn¢h6t the spatial organ1zat10n is determ1ned bv com-

petitive forces. On%hm basis, Park proposed that as the city grows,
it tepds to assume certain clearly delineated patterns of spatial
- o n L o "



organizétion.

Park claimed that the city was divided into a series of

homogeneous’ concentr1c zones which he conceived to be natura1 areas within

zone pattern.”

45
the het%rogegpous urban milieu.

He referred to this as "the concentric

46 “ : . .

L
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community. .

This ecological form of anglysis has been developed on. the basis of the

divisions within the city of Chicago.

“
@

Park's interpretation-of urban growth has been crijticized
on several grounds. The concept of the biotic versus the social
asbects of "organization, in which competition determined a city's

spatial organization, was criticized for ihplying 'biological

. and geographical determinism'. Hollingshead maintains that even

eéo1pgica1 development' is influenced by 'sociocultural systems':
Alsp the observability of competition Has been quesFioned and the via-
bility of the ecological approach to community studies has therefore
been cha]]enged.47 |
A contempofary version of ecological analysis of a community
,

is the social area analysis. A social area simply consists of one or

?ore census tracts which display™d unique confiquration of traits as

I3 (] (3 L3 ¥
. measured by indexes of social rank, urbanization and segregation.

. However, ‘in contrast with the natural area, the social area is not ’
. e N - .

-

defined geographiéa)1y:\ Also, in céntrast with the concept of the
Yocal subculture in the natural are%, the social area is not dEfined

according to-the degree of interaction bet:een rersons in the local -
- Poplin observes that actually the spatial organization of
every c%ty tends to be somewhat unique, thereby challenging the very'

49
basis of the human ecologists' approach. However, he has noted that

e
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Park's hypothesés concerning natural areas are useful for the study
of community organization and disoroanization in American cities in.
the 1920's. As such, they canabg applied to mpdern problems of
social organization such as the growth of slums and the increase of
de]inquency.50
Both British and French® theorists have been moving in the
direption of historical materialism 1p the stud; of 'human settlements'.
A Canadian expression of the historical materialist perspective is
presented in a collection of readings edited by Leo Panitch. An essay
* by Reg whitaker‘ﬁgzgs the position that economic determinism must
be shown by "concrete 1inkages between the base and the behaviour of
individuals " 2! Inorder to do this, Yhitaker re1até; the class con-
flicts and the po]itica{ conditions of Canada and Quebec. This is ill-
ustrated in his observation that there was a link between the Conserva-
tive's politica{ trium;h, the success of Montreal's merchant class
and the Tegitimation bf ‘British loyalties and elitism. Whitaker
“discusses the role of the state in tha economic and ideological sphere
to show the extra-national and historical 1inks in cenditions that are
. . ’ 52

a part of the Canadian experience.
Lo .

- f
-~
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) D. Po11t1ca1 Economy, An A1ternate Pérspect1ve

As we have shown in the preteéd1ng rev1ew of the traditional
body of ]1terature on 'the conmun1ty . most conmun1ty stud1es tend to
emphasize either 1ntEract1on, 50c1a1 bond or territory. The 1mpontance of

these character1st1cs 1n a community tend to have been oVeremphas1zed -
; .

That is not to deny, for 1nstance that a popu]at1on is linked through

v

social bonds or that. a11enat1on .can occur 1ns1de or‘outside of the context

1

. '
of a commun1ty7xﬂ0t<do~wg averlook the role of the natural and geograph-.

'

ical aspects (a conmunity.' Rather, it is the 1ssuerf‘oréentation

and emphasis ‘which concems’ us here.

A

The traditionai soc%o]ogica] explanations deal inadequately with
social change in respect to’a particular society. For instance, they
resort to vague generalizations "referring Fo snch broad, impersanal
forces as techno]ogicaliohanoe; industrialization ond urbanization,"
while they avoid mpre imnortéht issues such as 'how, by whom and to

vhose benefit the passaae.of a society from one stage'to another took

vu53

place.. ‘ (

The more dynamic field of macrosociology, which focuses on <l
Structures, types/of re]ationshios, and their degreé of dependence or‘in-

dependence, in short, how social systems work, js far more suited to

-

deal w1th such 1ssues5 Some of the early writers who have woprked withi'

-

in the tradition of macrosocxology include Karl Marx, th wéber “and - ) -

C. Wright Mills.

They themselves havé close intellectual ﬁjnks with one

R \ ) ‘-
\ . -
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another.. For instance, those between Marx and Weber have been
'npted by Gerth and Mills. In "From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology", - -
they highlight "Weber's skillful application of Marx's historical ’
4mﬁéghod and his attempt to round out Marx's eéonomic materialism
by a political and miilitary materialism.” 55Mills again discusses
these isSues and the historical method in” "The Sociological Imagina-
tion" wherein he notes that "No social study that does not come back
to the problems of biography, of history and of their intersections
within a gociety has completed its intg]lectua] journey."56ln this
discussion, Mills proposes a variety of re]apéd,questions for stugy
which hig%]ight elements of a given soéia] st;ucturé within a
particular historical location, ways in which that society is under-

going change and the characteristics of the people in that society.

- Macrosociology is an orientation rather than a sociological

theory. Thus, the theory of hi§20rica] materialism is macrosociolor
gical in orieqtation. It might focus on issues such‘gs social class,
unequal life chances, exploitation aﬁd political struggle§ ih i;s

more radical form. However, despite the facfntha{ the ‘macrosociological

. explanations have greater scope than conventional sociological explana-

«

tions, Glenday et al. caution that, in their extreme form, these
' ’ )

explanations tend to mystify rather than truly explain socja1.0rocesse$;.
st%essing as they tend_to, concepts such as éxpfoitatjon, in place.of
the application of rigorous scrutiny td the workings of the whole social N

_process.
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*  The British sociologist, C.G. Pickvance, has applied the his-

-

torical materialist perspective to urban soc101oqy. He defines
'historical materialism' "as the theoretical corpus based on Marx' fun—-
damental theses that the material economic base of society determines
the superstructure of social, legal and poH‘tical institutions, rather
than vice-versa and that each historical society is characterized by
struggles between the opposing social classes arising from the parti-

58

cular processes of production within it." His collection of essays on

the theme of "Urban Sociology" is primarily concerned with urban Tand
use and urban social movements in France. <
In a more moderate form, the macrosociological theory of

[

-

historical materialism can be extremely useful. The Canadian socioloaist,
Wallace Clement, also works within the perspective of historical materialism
yet within a much broader interpretation. His realm is that of the
political economy, defined as: . -

"the connection between a country's economy and social

relations, viewed with a historical perspective: in +the

Canadian case, its relationships with foreign economies

have moulded the nature of the Canadian economy and the

capitalists who control it while they in turn shape \\\

social relations within Canada."59
Clement looks at the relationship between the state and the 'capitalist
class'. He draws wide]y‘on material by T.W. Acheson to 1ink social
class with regionalism, ethnicity and a variety of other cultural con-
cepts. Moreover, he studies the economic elite in Canada and the United
States in terms of issues such as the links between career, class and
kinship, the effects of the continental economy on Canadian society and
of the Canadian state on the continental economy.60 . )

Clement maintains that there is a complementary relationship

— ~ 7
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be tween sociology a\nd'e political economy. In"Continental Corporate

. Power"he describes how

"The broad trends evident in capital formations, accumulation
and concentration, foreign investment, and other economic -
indicators are expressed in the way people relate to ong an-
other and provide the content fo[ these relationships." L

C'Ier_nent attributes Canada's secondary status in the world .

economic order and her 'distorted economic system' to its colonial
origins and to ‘tahe fact that Canadian industrialization followed on
the shirttails of the United States. He finds that "Canadian
capitalists ‘and members of the*®tate elite have adapted Canada's

economy to the capitalist world economic order" - and in thié\‘century

A

62 \

. . ! ~ . .
"as an integral part of a continental economic system.” &

At the turn of the twentieth century, the American economy
was undergoing tremendous expansion. Clement explains that this

rapid growth led to mergers, consoH‘dation and concentration, result-
N

ing in the establishment of Jarge corporations.  These large corpora- -

tions, 'if they were to function in-any regular, routine and profi-

table fashion' required the planning and coordination of ‘corporate

!

capitalism' which Clement defines as
"private ownershi‘p of the means .of production, increased
participation of the state in the political economy,
, centralization aof the major institutions, imperialism,
- efficiency and functionalism." :
He notes that first in the United States and then in Canada,l‘this has
come to mean the merging of economic and political poh‘cy.64

The perspective used here implies a particular interpreta-
P . -

~
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tion of change. It assumes that

"New social forces represent the emergence of new sources of
power. If these emerge and remain autonomous from ex1st1m;65
power, new social types will develop in power pQ§it1ons."

ot
Foy

g!otiaT‘%obi%ity therefore becomes a crucial concept in this perspec-
£ive.

'k In Canadian history, there have been a number of 'new social
forces' that have iquuenced 'the emergence of new sources of power'
and the development of ‘riew social types' in power posit%ons. The
primary periods of change in the political economy and conseaquent-
ly the primary periods which affected the e11té§ and were' affected
by them include the Conguest, Confedergtion and the National Policy,
World War I and the Post World War I1 period.

- The defeat of the French which cuTminated‘in the 'Conguest'
of New France was such a new social force. It led to the replace-
ment of the French €conomic elite with businessmen of British g

) background. Gradually a new economic network was established by link-

ing British and Anglo-Canadian businessmen. The latter were to be-

come the 'new social types' in power positions and were to play a

major ro]gf{n subsequent major political events' including Confederation,

the establishment and extension of the Mational Policy, World War 1

and the Post Qpr]d war I1 period.

Towards tﬁe end of the nineteenth century, the growth of. busi-

- ness was such that privateiproperty had become concentrated into giant

3

53 . \
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corporations. Those in positions of power within these'gjqnf corpora-
tions, that is, what Clement calls the economic e11te,q%;v@\had a
wiae—ranging influence on the natiqna] economy.66
' Aside from their extensive perr over costs and prices, they are
also in a powerful position in the field of capital accumulation, determining
the proportion of retained earnings and corporate dividends. With regard
to access to capital resources, the members of the elite are in an advan-
tageous positon.  The corporations are frequently 1iqked to financial o
" enterprises such as giant banks and insurance comghaies. Thus, in addition
to 'the capital resources of their own corporations, the elite are able -
to monopolize @he"capital available from the larce finaﬁcia] interme-
diaries for the benefit of their corporations.

Howeve%, the power of the Canadian corporate elite, that is the
economic and the media elite, extends far béyond the more cohspicuous
financial domainm67ln their sphere of igt]uence over the nature of pro-
duction, that is "whether it will be capital or labour intensive, clean

68
or dfrty, safe or hazardous, secure or intermittent,” the corporate

elite influence the very quality of 1ife.' Furthermore, in their contphl
over funds for research and development, they also influence the devel-
opment and subsequent uses of technology. ' 4
Moreover, the members of the gorporate elite also exert a strong
influence on the nature and composition of the labour force. Within
the corporation , the differential_in the allocation of rewards for Darticy1ar
skills and elements of the labour force affects not only the proportions N
attracted into var?:Ls job categories but also feeds into the educational
system itseif by its influence on the éhoice of course and educational
program.\=Fﬁrthermore,,jhgg.inf]uence over the 1abouc force extends '
to the values of society. Having influenced career choice by its‘reward

“alloé%tion, the corporaté elite promotes performance standards within

‘' -

s i,
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given careers, thereby according to Clement,'mou]ding certain types of
individuals'.

The influence of the corporation and its elites is also

extensive beyond the sphere of personal careers. (Whether directing

the economy by inf]uencing decisions such as those “concerning the location

of economic facilities and the types of activities carried out, or by
\jnf1uencing consumers through advqﬁ%ising, the elite is a powerful faorce.
Clemént concludes that p

"They are a self-selecting, self-perpetuating set of
.people who have wide-ranging control over the 11%55 -
of Camadians and the shape of Canadian society.”
With the development of continental corporate capitatism in
the last century, there has been a mutually reinforcing but nontheless
unequal alliance forged between the elites of Canada and those of the

United States. The Americans are at the forefront of production, domi- -

nant in both manufacturing and resource extraction, while the-Canadians

provide financial s%ﬁyices, transportation and utilities. The Canadian

corporate elite is actively involved in the American extraction of

°

Canada's natural resources as well as in the commercial activities

involved in the absorption of American manufactured goods, leading

. Clement to conclude." that both the economies and the elites of the two

countries are intektwined'ﬂ70

The First World War had established American dominance in the
international economy and saw the continued expans%on of American

T With the development of the branch-plant economy which

corporations.
was to be consolidated after the Second World War, the elite were
'to play the"role of supporting the parent plant, usually in the

United States.

In Quebec, since the Quiet Reyolution, there has been a .

* growing attempt by the province to regain control of 1t§ own economy. -

4

4
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_thh increased provincial freedoms in the; fields of taxation and
hﬁatura1Afesources, there has been a displacement ofhthe British and
Am?riﬁqaﬁ_é@}ng}led~c6aprador elites with French Quebecers who had
-bgenlﬂfeésing Lé become 'Maitres Chez Nous‘.72 Niih changes in
the.poJiﬁica1 aconomy,ﬂoth at the érovincia] and the national 1éQe],
the composition and also the role of the elite have been shifting.
The growth in the power of the labour unions has also put more foch\EPoﬁ
the' role of the corpor;g; elite. The relationship between political
-and economic policy and between the elites in the two respective
domainSre§tends back to the colonial era in Canada. The alliance of
colonial povers in Britain and the internal colonial elites 1n‘i§e
Canadas was to set the stage for the role of thé state in Canadian
society. The economic factors leading up to Confederation and the

National Policy's position on the state's support of economic institu-

tions will be discussed within the paper as further illustrations

\

" of the role of the state. The provincial and municipal 'states’

have also had a changing role in the evolution of Canadian society. 3

. w1é;fn the political economy, Clement notes that it is throqgh
the institytions and social structures that policy and change is
cafnied 9uf.‘ To illustrate, he points tp’{ﬁg British takeover of
thé‘po]itiéal and economic institutionsffo11owing the conques% of New
France.% He also notes the relationship between education and power.
With respect to corporate power, he adds that "access . . . by parti-

“cular social types can be complemented by other social institutions

- such as education. If education is defined as a prerequisite for mo-

 “bility and if access to education is restricted to certain social

types, then this will further restrict mobility to those social types

o

~
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able to gain access to education.‘“75Conslider1ng that .those who have
acquired power can pass along this' access to education to their
offspl‘”ing, this 'adqs to the Tikelihood that their children will possess
the same prerequisites for mobiﬁty and power. According to this
perAspectiVe, education is treated "as a consequence of inequgdity
whi;h appears elsewhere 1;1 the society and as an institution wﬁich
further reinfo;“ces inequality but 1';c is not itself the cause af
that mequah’ty."76 Due to its importance as a link between the
community and the political economy, education will be amonn ‘the
issues discussed in this study of the Town of Montreal West.
Clement cautions thot "nacrosociclogical structures and
laws' can claim validity only within a specified period of time
and therefore must be considered historically! 77
He notes, in a related vien,; that Marx and Weber were

concerned with "the interrelations of all institutions" and orders making
.up a social structure." He defines social structure as "a stable set
of' relationships among tiwe various- p’%lrts or e]emer?‘;s makinn" up the totz;—_
lity of a so'ciety."78 j\' Quiding question for Clement is:

"how do major ;(nequah'mes such as c]ass, regmnahsSm, ) o |

ethnicity, education, occupation, income distribution,

foreign contro?, etc., offset and remforce one .
another." 79 ‘ - ' '

A community also can be studied accorqu to th1s theoretical~
perspective. The Br1t1sh sociologist, Rosemary MeHor, has pointed out

that any human settlement ‘can be studved by the same theoretica] approach

She mamta:ns that Tocal corrmumt1es should be stud1ed ‘'as deﬁmte

articulations of the social structur‘e.", 80--
However, while Mellor's c_orlcerﬁ .is w1th the conmimity_'s rela-

tioﬁship within a matrix of other commuhi'ties’,"oﬁ'r own béin"& of de; 'A\

parture is the national political géono?ny. rather than any gi{/eh matrix

of communities. N e e oo
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v * Summary.
The 'World Outlook' of a researcher will influence the T,

« theoretical and methodological organization of his topic. In this

\

, case, the concern with the political economy calls for aJmuﬂiidtriangu1qtq¢

-
K

research design. o B
J f > .

.

The various traditional approaches to the sf&ﬂy'of comunities .

have-been reviewed in"order to provide a basis for the formulation '

A

* e . ’
of an appropriate method which, by its emphasis on institutions and
the resultant social structures, highlights the social forces.which .

~affect a community and provides the - key to either its stdbi]ity,or e
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Chapter Two ' - ~ .

i £

Historical Perspective

o The historical perggssﬁiyeybf the‘communigy of Montreal West
implies the stud& of immigration patterns to Canada following the British

“w v

conquest of New France. It §hows the facto{s which were to encourage
N g !
the departure of substantial populations from Scotland and England to what -

had become a British colony. Furthermore, the historical perspective‘m . .

-

implies the study of the Canadian political economy . in order to detérmine - e
A

the attractiohs which this new colony -held for the British and the relation- .’f v

+ -

shjp'bétween the political economies of Great Britain and Canada. This =
. - } .
historical review will serve to locate the residents of the community S

of Montreal West in terms of their ethnicity, religion, socio-economic o b

< » '

characteristics .and other factors. —

. (Y
~

° . -
a 1 .t

.
-

~
o
2N

-
™~
~
N
s
Ed
LTS 2, EAC
R

\
g

i
gt

nl.
e

A,

e s E .

,

+
¥
.
~

'ﬁh.
T
CORESCS N Rl




38

e )

A. Immigration’
The'physical aspect of the development of this community was

closely bound-to the railways which in turm were a‘major element of

-

the contemporary po]itiéal economy at the tum of the nineteenth cen-

o

. « $
tury. The cultural aspect of the development of this community is also
) 1

closely 1'ntertwined with the political ‘economy of that particular hi\stom'#

~cal era.

The exploration of the development of this community calls for

~

an e€xamination ef the relations between the North American colonies and the
Britigh Empi\re. The various anfes of immigration tha’t were to flow “into

, the City of Montreal and ultimately contribiyte to the population of
Montreal Junction are bpund up in<aspects of the Canadian and British poli-

tical economy. These respective political economies were to influence

the role the immigrants would play and the positions they were to occupy .
. A, ‘ /ﬂ,\
once they arrived in Canada. An examination of the relatiomship between

immigration and fché political ecanomy will, thérefore, precede the

discussion of the origins of this community.

v

The people who had come to make their home in Momtreal Junction

were of Scottish and English ancestry. Some had come via thg urban

centre of Montreal, others directly from Great Britain; that is,-

from Scotland and England. This migrat%on may Be ‘d‘e5crib‘ed in terms
of 'push and pull' or repulsion and attraction. A

There may be periods in the history of a country when economic,
social or political conditions &ncourage its citizens to 1eave.for a

.,,J{v\f . .
country where ¢ gns are.more attractive. These conditions must be
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extrerely powerful to induce peop'le to abandon established patterns of
living and to substitute unknown possi.bﬂities. |

fﬁgrants éfvoose their destination by cons‘idering many factors;
the possibﬂityé of meintaining their religious and linaguistic traditions,
political links bgtween ‘their homeland and host country and opportunities
for equal or improved socio—econo.mic status. Transportation conditions méy
attract o‘r discourage new settlers and the presence or absence of relatives |

and/or friends ease the adjustment of re-settlement.

-7 . These various 'push-oull Jorces' were in operation in the migrations
from Scotland and England to lMontreal. lLondon derived the, oreater benefits
from the gmwmg fur trade in Horntrea1 between 1763 and 1821 even though Scot-
land nade va]mtﬂeﬁ contributians. The Scots had formed a consortium of fur
traders in Montrealt in 1779, talling it the North \est Company. 1 However, the
gmtbsh marLet for.-furs, as well as the buyers, handlers and other business con-
tacts had been centered in London as far back as the operations of the Hud-
son's Bay Company in the 1680's. Ag time went on, with increased Scoftish
irmm'gration‘ to Montreal, the Scots were able to strenathen thej’r economic
participation in this fur trade.‘2 |
' . Simul taneously, the increasingly protectionist policies of
- Britain geve Scot)«ﬁﬁd f;'substantial share of the widening market in
Britain for cap1ta] goods that were ultimately sold in the Br1t1sh colonies.
Coastal 5h1pp1ng was the main transportatmn system used for trade between
Scotland-and England before the development of the raﬂway system. In-
‘creased trade led to the expansion of shipping services and, iL\ tum, to
the stimulation of the ship-building industr_y'. Also, roads, harbours and

seaport—s were vastly improved. The social structures of the cities and
y

towns that enjoyed improvements ds a result of "their .ro1e within the trans-

portation system also benefited.
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Increased produé¢tion, which resulted from rapid industrialisation,

created increased demand for manufactured goods. While transportation

Y

tosts remained high, these goods were beyond the reach of the masses.

It had: therefore, become ﬁeéessary to improve the roads and promote

the building of canalslgnd‘fﬁj]ways.’ o
Farly ventures (1812-1826) in the railway industry were dften based

on the transport of mineral resodrces. The relationship between the

transpotrtation systems in England anhd Scotland was close. The early

improvements in Scotland were often based on .thé English system that was

itself a reflection’of the best in',the world. During the railway building

era, Ené]and‘fingnced therrailﬁays in Scotland. After 1830, Scotland
manufactured and exported railway locomotives and later, in the 1860's,
added ro]iing\stock and.equipment.3 This period is ;articu1ar]y siagnifi-
cant in thg 1ight of its correspondence to the beginnings ?f the rail-
way era in Canada in general, and in Montreal Junction, in particu]ar.4
Similarly, the phenpomenal growth in England and ScotTandmof
complex commercial structures such as the banks and insurance companies
proceeded atong parallel lines. As the Eommercia] structures argy in
‘ complexity, the relations between the Bank of England and the Scd?tish
banks continuéd to grow c1é§er. During the 1800's, approximately 38%
of all immigrants to England were bork in Scot]and.5 By the nineteenth
‘kﬁgéfury, the Scottish future had become absorbed by Great Britain. Due

to this heavy traffic between England and Scotland this thesis makes a

¥
Toose distinction between them.

The period 1870-1914 saw increased output in fields such as steel,

shipbuilding, coal, heavy engineering, distilling, brewing and other food

industries and construction but there were already signs of stagnation in

'
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the fields of agriculture, cotton and jute. Problems such as tariff
restrictions and foreign competition in industry and in transportation
developed causing the Engiish and Scottish economies to slow down
s?gniﬁcant]y.6 r

The social conditions in both Scotland and EngTh@d were similar.
The growing shortage of arable land in the Eﬁg]ish counfry-side .contri-
buted to é% ﬁncrease& migration to the citie§;2~/§et en 1800 and 1851, the
urban population had grown dramaticaHy.8 This demographic change contri-
buted to the poor social conditions.

English workers not gbsorbed into the labor force became depen-
dent on the relief facilities of urban parishes. Although some of the
excess workers joined the military, the numbers of unemployed continued
to sweH.9 Unskilled and unorganized workers were faced with poor condi-

tions where "Sleep, diet, sanitation, privacy and even respiratory air

were inadequate for basic human needs."]O However, skilled workers )

organized themselves into craft unions and enjoyed better conditions but
with no job security.]]
Similarly in écot]and, there was widesgreéd financial distress,
especially among the hand1éom veavers, of whom w(ifon made the observation
/;///Ehat, "the sturdily honest people battled with M@gititution rather than re-"

ceive the slightest help from charity." 12 Meanwhile, the level of

Scottish charitable donations was held in check by:their 'national prudence.'

The amounts available for relief in Scotland in the 1830's seldom ap- .
proached, in proportion to the population, even one quarter of the amount
raised 1n'Eng]and. This harsh attitude was prevaﬁent even at the top of
the social structure. In his statement with respect to the reform of

the Scottish 'poor law,' Lord Chalmers maintained that it was nobler to

1
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struggle with financial difficulties than to iﬂbmit to official inspec~
tion. He held that rates of relief for the deserving poor wetre intended
to foster self-respect and charity.]3

The nineteenth century witnessed many setbacks despite dramatic
economic expansion. Increasing tréae union activity after 1824 saw both
periods bf‘ecdnomic growth and econqmic decline punctuated by strikes attemp-
ting to benefit from the good years and to avoid the hardships of the
lean years.]4

In response to ﬁhe severe economic problems created by a hunary and
' underemp]o}ed population and an econom} desperate for new markets, the aovern-
ments 0% England and Scotland instituted yarioué programs to inauce their
surplus populations téiemigrate to North America.]5 There, it was hoped,
they wéuld become self-supporting consumers providing markets for British
manufactured goods. | “ .

Canada we]comgd these heavy migrations and through a system Ef Tand
gcanté, éncquraged farm sett]emenf and, simuitaneously, the clearance of
its vast 1aﬁd and territory. In addition, the fledgling iﬁdustries in
Qanada vigérous]y recruited experienced and skilled personne1‘in Great:; L
Britain. For instance, the Canadian Pacific Rsi1way, heavily financed
i;WGreat Britaip, imported much of its technicel expertise to build the
railway and then continued to employ personnel from Great Britain to
operate its rapidly growing network.]6

Encouragement to settle in Canada was also present at the pe?sona]
level. Scotland, a country of regions, had been characterized by an
intense localism or clannishness. Scottish merchant§ and shipowne;;
who did business in the colonies traded with their home ports and recruit-

L -

.
ed personnel and associates from their home districts, particularly among
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their kin. By the tate e¥ghteenth century, Scottish settlements were
already eﬂstabh’shedin North America, namely in Montreal, Quebe¢, Hali-

fax, Saint John and Yaint Andrews.

After the loss of the American colonies in 1773, British emigra-
tion to Eana&a was particularly heavy and economic ti;es were strengthenéd.
The pop[ﬂation of British North America increased rapidly from 306,000
in 1700 to three million in 1774.]7 Encouraged, and some t#es deluded,
by the reports of good prospects for success from fm‘endsi]ativesz
. business acquaintances and settlement companies, emigration from Scotland
and England con'tinued in heavy waves that did not abate until the twentieth
. century. , \ ,, ’

- An early study on immigration describes the conditions of
travel on 'the cargo boats which carried British passengers on the 1ength.y
sea v?)yage.]8 The same study also contrasts the' prosperity ‘of ;heQCanadian
ship-building industry with the stagnation of its British counterpart.]9

Another study of immigration by Georce Brown analyzes the demograph-
ic changes in terms of waves of immigrationl The first wave of English-
speaking people came immediately after the Conquest when a number of
merchants arrived from-=the British Isles and from the thirteen colonies
to the~ south. Although they were only a few hundr.ed as oppbsed to
60,000 French Canadians, t'hey"became \véry active, taking over the bus- K

20

iness life of the colony and the fur trade of the West. This migration

continued during the \American Revolution with groups of Loyalists entering -
Quebec through Lake Champlain or crossing the border at Niagara. It

gathered further strength during the peace that prevailed in the winter

of 1773-74 when a majority of the 79,0008 refugees settled: near the St. Lairenbe

River above Mont@in the Eastern Townships, the Ottawa Valley, the Gaspé

Peninsula and smaller colonies along the southern fringe of the Laurentians'

i
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‘and e]sewhere.22

The Loyalist immigrants had personaliE;/charactefi;tics of
their own that were expressed in and left their mark on tfReir new homes.
Tﬁ%y had a strong loyalty to the British flag and the principles of

| self-government which they had enjoyed at home. w
fhe Post-Loyalist settlement followed and remained strong uniif

after 1810. Those who had come to Montreal from Great Britain, often .

by way of the 'Maritime provinces', had come in response to a number
23

»
of religious, political and economic pressures.

The Scots felt the =
Esta51ished Church was dominated by the upper classes and so they had«"
p?éssed\fo; various forms of dissension from their Church. Po]i}ica11y,
they favoured p&r]ianentary and burgh reform.

.The'floodlof United Empire Loyalists, which brought an influx of

~ Scots to New Brunswick in 1784 and encouraged the settlement of the .

Eastern Townships in Quebec, was swelled by ‘an.influx of Scottish agri-
. bl

‘~cultural.settlers, bringing with them valuable experience in improved farm-

ing methods. Simiﬁaﬁly, the -prowess of the military settlers, thedisband-
ed highland regiments, :and the role of the professional men in Kirk, law,
education and medicine should not be overlooked. Those settlers arrived
at a time of Qéeat opportunity in the tirber trada. 2 This'commerce- S

.’héd économic implications not only for the farmers, but also for the merchanEs,
manu%actuyers and shipowners in an era of dramdtic industrialization and
moéernization.25 A major feature of the economic development of’Scot1and

din the late eighteenth century had been the growthﬁof her shipp%ng industry.

| Scét]and is, in fact, ene of the-oldest homes of heavy industry, especia]]y‘

/ '

in the building of Targe machinery and heavy ships. The dominance of Tumber
. )

-

as. a building material, its desirability as a shipping cargo and its

Yo
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abundance in British North America enhanced the attraction of the
1
co1onies.26 o
“ ; . The next surge of settlers came after 1815 with'theJGreat' Migra-
ti;n. Industrial unemployment, the rural exodus that ¥Q11oﬁed the f
agr1cu1tura1 revolution, the Irish potato famine and -the -racial prob1ems ;
~ +in Scotland were among its magor'
“\\gjazhe British Isles, Tured to the British provinces by the promise of
s

vailable land.

causes. Igm1grants came from all parts

The last and greatest wave of migration to North America came
at the end of the nineteenth cegtury. It had many causes or push7pu1]
factors. Steamships made ocean travel faster, safer and cheapehi Canada
had offened land that the railways had opened up. Moreover, Prime
‘Minister Laurier's Minister of the Interion, Clifford Sitton, nursued an

active policy of encouraging ihmigration. Almost three million immigrants |
came to Canada between 1897 and 1914.27‘
We have then a pattern of migration from Scotlapd to England,

from there across the ocean to the thirteen colonies and to what was

" to becomefCanada. The Loyalists and other New Englanders had settled
dh.unoccupied Tand along the Quebec/Vermont border, land that had heen

offered by the ‘Canadian government and by pr1vate land companies. This

. region, nOWnreferred to as the Eastern Townships, rema1$§d Engl1sh and .

Gaelic speaking uptil the 18N's ‘when the younger men from the French

£

RErishes aloyfg th ayrence were pressured to move. At the same t1me,

new1y—open- pas further west. Similar patterns of m1grat1on cou1d

be seen in the’Ottawa va11ey and’ the Ggé”ﬁ penn1su1a

T;n 1941, well over 1/6 of the Eng]ash speak1ng adults living 1n

a
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the Province of Quebec had been born in other provinces.za. There had_ been

a substantial migrétion to Quebec from other provfnceS} especially in
’ b 4 . , R

the nature of rural/urban migration in which farmers came"to r:1ontr“ea1 to

take up urban occupations.

West, came fej ther directly from England or Scotland or was descended from

The population of Montreal Junction, subsequently re-named Montréal

29

»

- ‘

-

.

immigrants who had'come to Canada in one of the earlier waves of migration.

The ‘next section will ,therefore,examine the Canadian political economy

~

-

to discg\igr the f-actor's which led this population to come to Canada and K

“settle 'the new ‘community to choose Montreal’dunction as their home.
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* on the econom1c level.

4 ¥

-

B. 'Political Economy of Canada . .

1. The Transfer of Power R

The British conquest of New\FFance,ﬁin 1763 was to set the

The colony lost 10{600 men, e1tﬂer as war casPa11t1es or through emi-

gration. . , . y

"A travers la guerre de la Conquéte, le Canada perd 10,000
hommes du fait de la querre ou de 1'émigration. L'exodu' .
touche enyiron 4,000 personnes dont 2,000 soldats’, le reste
Etant constitué d'une part1e de Ta nobtesse celle qui se
sentait encore- francaise, d'officiers, d'administrateurs
coloniaux et des narchands les plus, importants . . . les
chiffres sont considérables pour une population tota]e de -
70,600 pérsonnes. "30

The anquest saw. the "beheading" of the population of New France;

that is , the ‘massive retum of theTOffiEeré, colonial administrators

and the most important,merchénfs to France after 1767. Qﬁh@qg‘the e}éﬂi??/
only the séigneurs, the clergy and the less important merchants remained.

7
The "canadiens" merchants were replaced by their British counterparts who

-

%%one for future social, po11t1ca] and economic deve]opments in Canada._

were advantageously linked to the new center of power and "the canadiens,"

without'a direct 1ink tb the commercial, center, had.become marginalized

-~ .

P

’ Demograph1c pressures encouraged the remaining "canad1ens" to re-

main in a rural milieu where they provided furs and wheat for Britain

’ *

tion was the: influx of British and Amer1can settlers which ﬁad come to

Canada with-the_several waves of miaration. Although a mere 10-15% of
the total population, their skills eared them a disproportionate

s‘hare of the econemic—rewards.

47

~

o

_throubh the British merchants in the colony. Offsettlng this rura] popula-

"



vt 2

e

’ : 48

Quebec had an economy based primarily on commercial relations

with a colonial power. The géyernmepts discouraged the development of

- .

a manufacturing sector.

-

Meanwhile, Great Britain had been in the midst of an economic

A -

revolution and at war with Napoleon. 'Faced by the Continental Blockade, she

was cut off from commercial ties with Europe. She required both wheat and

. wood to provide for her own industrialization and urbanization as well as to

, fi11 her war time ngeds.3] A surplus of exportable commodities put

o

pressure on merchants, manufacturers and shipowners to seek new custom-

32

ers. Wheat and Tumber were abundant in North America so Britgin

1

enacted a series of laws to encourage trade with the colonies.

The lumber trade, which gradually replaced the fur trade, was

1

monopolized by "Tumber lords" who could operate on a. large scale. Major

‘capital was required to dam-rivors and transport the lumber. It was

available only towealthy businessmen, working closely with and to the bene-

fit of British banks.

The British merchants, protected by tariffs, expanded their busi-
ness and-economié influence. Having accumulated substantial capital
in the eighteenth century ahd having access to more, they could undertake
new and morekdemanding commercial activities; the Jumber trade and finan-
cial specu]aiion. They formed, in partnership with the state, an o]féar-
chy that ruled the life of the colony. Integratea with this group were the
first Canadian financial institutiéns that were established t%‘faci1itate‘
trade; thus was effected the 1ink between finance and trade.34

 Directed toward the fur, fish and grain trade, these banks

loaned neither to farmers nor to manufacturers.35 They were éommercia]
banks lending on short term and integrated with British mercantilism.

S e ¢ s c s
These .banking institutions had been founded by associations of merchants

for the purpose of international and not domestic trade just as the

-
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transportation network had been déveloped according to the needs of

- international rather tﬁan inte'mal trade.36 .

®

The British merchants.enqued the profits of the British

monopoly of maritime transportation which provided investnent capital.

There was a transfer pf economic power in international trade from French

7

to British contro].3 The French merchants now found themselves having

to trade in a foreign world, that of the British Empire and having to
forae 1inks with unknown merchants of either the new metropolis er of

the other colonies. Especially following-:the union of the two Canadas,

the "rench Canadians had become a minority.

-

The British' commercial elite' defined the rules of the came in

the second half of the nineteenth century when the elements of the Canadian

h% -

economy would consolidate the French/English status quo. Meanwhile, after
Athe Continental Blockade had been 11fted, Brit&in re-established a free

trade policy. She resumed her trade with Europe, buying Canadian products

t
v

only when the latter could compete with European exports. Canada continued

to purchase British manufactured goods and in 1887, the preferential tariff

[

was restored for commonwealth countries,

Britain had, in the meantime, lost her American colonies which

had undergone industrialization, their exparts increasingly replacing those

“~r

of Britain despite the preferential tariffs. Steps were taken to protect

) 39

British financial and political interests. "The Durham Report and the Union

* of the Two Canadas were to—béziollowed by the movement toward Cdﬁ?ederation.4o

The Canadian economy was closely tied to the British and American

4

economies so that depression in Lurope and America adversely affected the

~

. - domestic economy.
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2. Transportatisn, Govemment and the Canadian Industrial Elite
~ .

~  The amerchanX class had control of public investment and,
cut off from the priyileges which had united it with Enaland, Canada

41

experienced a period of financial decline. In 1840, the new govern-

ment of Canéda felt the answer was a netwdrk of canals along the St.
Lawrence River. Such a project had required heavy investment,‘an 1nvest?
ment which the state had assumed, supported by the credit provided by
the imperia\ guarantee. This was to be a characteristic feature of
the Canadiah political economy.42

The involvement of government in private enterprise in Canada
was a direct result of the nature of the natural resources which were
scattered yet abspdant and couid be made highly profitable by exporting
them. Their development required heavy capital investment in railways
and power facilities, as$ well as immiqration\and land settiement. To
encourage investment, the Canadian government offered various inducements
including %any protective‘tariffs.43 '

The Quebec economy became increasingly tied to the North American

economy while maintaining important ties with Britain. Three economic

priorities arose for.the British merchants:

1) to avoid the expensive Maritime route of thé St. Lawrence by

joining the port of Montreal to the Atlantic by rail;

2) to conquer the Maritime market and that of the English Antilles.

V.\‘ !
3) to negotiate a free-exchange agreement with the United States

for access to the lumber industry.
3

-~ . 1

9 .
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The construction of railways became the 'showcase activity' for
thé n;xt fifty yearsl}4 The latter half of the nineteenth century wit-
nessed a period of economic growth in Canada accompanied by the rapidly
expanding growth of financial institutions such as banks and insurance
companies., These new institutions providea the means for channelling the
s;ving§ of individuals and smaller enterprises into investments in the
new railwayé and 1ndu5tr1es.45

Aside from their role as an outlet for surplus capital, the
rai]wa;s served other economic purpose§. The railways opened ney‘terri—
tory fon settlement, extended the home market for aariculture and indus-
try and encouraged the exgort trade. They opened new fields of profit
to the contractors and promoters and led to the establishrent of new
factories, especially those devoted to the manufacture of heavy industrial

machihery such as railway equipment. Thus, they were crucial factors in

the industrialization, economic growth and ultimately the political develop-

ment of Canada.46 Jf) )
) The development of the Canadian rai]Ways is closely tied to g

developments in the North American and the‘British political economies.

The Americans had built the Great Western Railway that by—pas§ed Montreal,
drawing trade away from this'Canadjdn centre. In,ordér to protect its

trade, Canada had required a main or 'trunk' line to run from east to west
from Lake Huron to Montreal and Quebec. Therefore, a group of Montreal
bgsinessmen, inc]udiﬁg Bank of Montreal interests, their friends and holders
of political office, joined with some very powerful British institutions to
finapce the creation of the Grand Trunk Railway Company.47 However, construc-

tion was performed by American rather than Canadian contractors due to the

b
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preponderance of American capita1.48 A riyaT project, designed to
draw the traffic by a different route, was carried out by the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company. They negot{afed highly advantageous terms
and commercial concessions for the building of the railroad.49 .

The deve]opmént of the Canadian rai]wqys is also closely
linked to the advances ip British industria) technology. The result-
ing economic boom provided Britain with a SUPD]USQOf Jnvestment capital
and the construction of the Canadian railways provided an excellent
opportunity for profitable investment secured by governgent. Thus,
British technology and expertisé in railway construction and British

financing in the building of the Canadian Pacific Railway, were all

factors involved in the hiring of Britons to staff the new railway companies

in Canada. ‘ .
" . The Canadian Pacific Railway Company had a particularly high

concentration of Scottish immigrants in its upper echelons. Its first

_President, Sir Hugh Allan and Senator D.L. MacPherson, founder of

the Company, were both of Scottish origin.so

The group that received the contract for the construction of
the Canadian Pacific Rajlway was headed by George Stepﬁén, a Scotsman
who %qd lived'in England and became President of the Bank of Montreal in

51

1876. The Scots in the Canadian Pacific Railway Company were not only

present at the exécq%ive level but also at intermediate levels in

the Company. There were also many Englishmen who worked for the railways.

These railway workers were often followed across theocean to Canada by
. 52 p
their kinsmen and countrymen.
The new railway companies were creating new occupations and econo-
mic opportunities for many types of workers, especially.those with either

technological skills or a good educational background. Moreover, the

newly constructed roads joining the United States and Canada, and the

“

\
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wealth of natural resources in these countries combined with the
expansian of the railrvoads in Canada, had opened new economic opportuni-
ties for British merchants and 1‘nvestors.53 The Canadian Industrial
Elite developed from this background. It was John Porter (1965) who
had éointed out thst:

"Canada's ethnic mosaic is arranged.hierarchically

in such a way that social class membership and ethnic
group membership are interwoven in a complex vertical’
mosaic . . . characterized by inequalities in prestige,
power and control over economic resources among the =
ethnic groups. Perhaps the most important aspect

of this interlinkage between class and ethnicity is . . .
the substantial degree of dominance over the higher
status occupations in the society of Canadian, of British
and, in some institutional contexts, French origins . . .

4

He underlines the importance of occupation stating that an” individual's

occupation is the "most valid measure of his class position and his

particular set of h‘fe—chancesl"s4 -0 -
T.W. Acheson, in a detailed study of the Canadian Industrial Elite,

.points out that the Canadian Industrial Elite of the St. Lawrence region

were Protestant, mainly Presbyterian and English speaking. The favoured

occupations, therefore, tended to be in this language, a distinct advantage

to Anglo-Saxon Canadians.55 Furthermore, since the English speaking boﬁu]ation

in Montreal was so small, their 'extended network' provided accessibility

to the elite and to 'those who could be of economic assistance to them.56

The Anglo-Canadians tended to view as their reference group the industrial

elite which are shown in Tables I and I}/fafgg>predominant1y of British

origin.




TABLE 1 et s

Paternal Ethnic Origins of the Industrial Elite by Dates

1885 Elite - 1910 Elite v
Native bom: ) . \
Maritimes 13% 9%
St. Lawrenee { 9% - 10
Lake Peninsula _31 8 >
Non-Native-born: -
Scotland 28 ) 30
Ireland (Prot.) 14 g 11 .
Ireland (Cath.) - 3 5 . L
England - - . 13 17 - -
Unitéd States ' 15 8 - 7
Germany . . 5 2 ' _
Total 0 100 100
Total Cases 151 175

The English-born population of Canada rose from 144,999 in 1877 to 519,407 in

1911. The Scottish-born declined from 121,074 in 1871 to 83,631 in 1901, then \
rose to 169,891 during tne next decede. The Irish-born declined from 224,422 .

in 1871 to 92,874 in 1911. Canada, Census (1911, III, ix.) .

- ? ' . -
Source: T.W. Acheson. "Changing Social Origins of the Canadian Industrial -
Elite, 1880-1910." Business History Revieu, XLVII, no. 2 {Suavr 1973), p. 1974
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TABLE I - '
BIRTHPLACES OF THE,INDUSTRIAL ‘ELITE BY DATES

t

Nativé-Born: 1885 Elite 1970 £lite

Maritimes N 18% . 2.

St. Lawrence ] 33 © 3]

Lake Pennisula 30

The West 0 . 1 ) —
Non -Native-Bom: . .

Scotland o 20 .7

Ireland (Prot.) ' 7 . 3 )

Ireland (Cath.) .1 :

England | 6 ' 7 -

United States 12 7 ) ‘
Ge rmany 4 1 9
Total . . < 4100 . ;100 )

Total.Cases . 164 ‘227 : e

L4 * L -

Source: T.W. Achesons~ hanging Social Originals of the Canadian Industrial
Elite, 1880-1910. “"Hysiness History Review, XLVII, no. 2. (Summer 1973), -
p. 198. ) .

Table Il indicates that, taken togethér 'forkthe St. Lawrence region,
the Presbyterians (41%), the Anglicans (25%) and. the Methodists (4%) formed
) 70% pf, the industrial elite.with the Pre‘sbyt'e);ia_ns .shovwing the strongest

»

. representation.
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Moreover; as shdwn in Tab1e 11, the Presbyter1ans, the Anglicans
\'and the Methodists compr1sed a tota] of 74%fof the 1885 elite and 77%

of the 1910 elite. 1In 1911, they enJoygd this high- representation in.

the Canadian Industrial Elite even thouah they only comprised 45% of the
general population in 1911. Moreover, the Presbytefians seemed to be in

a particularly strong position in this respect comprising 36% of the"]885 ‘
elite and 33% of the 1910 elite, yet they were only 15% of the general

" population in 1911. ' - !

TABLE 11T - .
RELIGION OF THE INDUSTRIAL ELITE' BY DATES\

1885 Elite 1910 Elite . | General
B ' LA - Population in
. ’ ]911

Presbyterian Y | 33% 151
Anglican , ’ 19 - 27 .. 15
Methodist - 19 ‘ 17 15
Roman Catholic ’ 12 B 12 40
Baptist 6 Y5 -5
Congregationalist 4 . . 1.5° 5
Other Protes tant : 4 T g 7
Jewish - . -0 v ' .5 1 -
Total S~ 100 " 00 a0
Total Cases 138 202 7,206, o%% B
B . ’ | .

Yther categories 1.5 per cent.

Source: T W. "Acheson,"Changing Social Origins of the Canadian Industr1a1
Elite, 1880 1910." Bus1ness History Review, XLVII, no. 2 (Summer 1973), p. 199




. FurtﬁeﬁnOre,f1ooking at Table IV
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West

28%
20
44

—

]

—_ Q v
. Table 1V
P el NP
RELIGION OF THE INDUSTRIAL ELITE OF 1970 BY REGION..
' *Lake
' Maritimes St. Lawrence Peninsula -
. ' N '1 ' 1
Presbyter1an T 33% I 3 b4 20%
Anglican .33 ’ .25 26
Methodist ]5 o 4 28
Roman Catholic¢ 20 6
Baptist - 1X//ﬁ ] 1
Congregationalist : 2 2
Other Protestant 6 6
‘Jewishf . .0 1 0
Total 100 100 100 - .
Total Cases 27 ‘ 97 53

WE‘seg thﬁ% taken together, for tha St. Lawrence reg1on the krésbyter1ans

representation.

Source: T.W. Acheson, "Changing Social Origins.of the Canadian™ Industrial
Elite, 1880-1910." Business History Review, XLVII, no. 2 (Summec,lQ?B) p 200. -

C (41%), the Mglicans (25%) and the Methodists' (4%) formed 70% of the -

‘industria] elite with the Presbyterians again show1ng the strongest
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Also, Table V 1‘tnd'ilca:§§>s"that the members of the-Canadian
I,n%usfria] Elite were bécoming increasingly well-educated, B_y 1910,
. 6% of the Elite "had a high school education -and 15% had attended college.
A TABLE -V ' . I
“ " 'EDUCATION OF THE INDUSTRIAL ELITE BY DATES .
- o - . 1885 Elite 1910 Elite
‘s T L 2 ¥ I
) F:Ommon‘Séhoo1 : B -t 85 L . 28
_ High School. C3%., L, L6l S
' College . . AR o5 B |- o - 3
@ . ‘
s Total - T .00 10 L
" Total Casgs s 22 : 164 ‘ -
- Sourcg: T.W. Acheson, "Changmg Social Ori gms bf’ the -Canadian Industr1a1
~ E]ité? 1880-1910. "Jnn:uums_ﬂ;s;g:x_BQXLQw, XLYIT, no. 2 (Sunner 1973), p. 20].
o . -
o . . L B , .-‘ o . , \\ ! ' ' ' 4\,’ e
4 11 ‘;g‘" R \ . ',’ 1
i . % o L : |
3 . ‘ N ‘ - J‘ , . ‘::b
P ' ! !
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Table V1 shows that within the Industrial Elite of 1910,

.' .

o

o City (%)

Because of the difficulties involved in identifying the size of any Canadian
town before 1871, any community which was deemed a local center(of the ‘
~period has been considered as a "town" for purposes of this table.

Also, there is evidently a 10% érror in the or1g1na1 data by Achesdn

12

e

with respect to education and rural childhood community.:
redardless .of how this 10% adjustment is effected, the re]at1onsh1p

However,

* between educat1on and s1ze of ch11dhood commun1ty st111 ex1sts

of those coming from a rural area; 50% had less thap high sqhoo] educa-
tion while 79%'from a t&wn and 89% from'a city had completed high school¥ .
TABLE VI ,
EDUCAITCNA& LEVEL ACHIEVED BY MEMBERS OF THE INDUSTRIAL
) EL'ITE OF 1910, BY SIZE OF EHILDHQOD COMMUNITY
. Community Education v
‘ None Comnion High College - Total  Number
~ School School . :
Rural (%) 3 47 20 20, e 100 30
Town (%) - 21 74 5 100 58
- 67 21 100 76

By 1910, about four of every five inddstria]?sts on whom‘informﬁtion}fs |

available were products of an urban or semi-urban environment.

N

-

Source: T.W. Achesany "Chang1ng 50c1a1 Origins of the Canadian Industrma]

'&”"1
\
Y

s

?

1880 1910 " Business istory Revwew, XLVII, no. 2 (Summer 1973), . éoz

‘X
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Particularlv in Ouebec.'the'E1iie were reliaious men .
and tended to be businessmen who bartiéinated 55 their reliaious -
/j .

act1v1t1es w1th a hiah 1eve1 of 1nvo1veMent , often havina held

more than one re11o1ous office. SO
: TABLE VII -
RELIGIOUS OFFICES HELD BY LEADING INDUSTRIALISTS OF 191Q i
Denomination .., .y

Office RN Pres. Ang. Meth. Cath. Bapt. Cong. Other

Local” 10 6 3 - ] 2
. Provincial - _ 6 - 2. M. —
National - ‘g - T - -
International 37 - 3 - 1 . -
 Cliurch College . 7 -+ 12 5 '] .72 ] -
Interdenomina- L 5: o L L ‘ )
tional 3 - 3 U 1 - -
Total Offices * 20 + 21 28 . 4 7 2., 2
~ No. of Indiyi- : ;f P o N R
dugts’ 14 1515 B a1 2
~ Proportion 2% . 28% 4% ;. 40¥ a?ﬁ% . 20%

Source: T.W. Acheson, "Changing Social 0r1g1ns of the Canad1an Industrial

‘ - Elite, 1880 1910 " Buginess H1stony Rev1ew, XLVIIJ no. 2 (Summer 1973), p. 203.

l
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period arfd*in the case of the region with’which we are especially

to vote Conservative. . , .

61

e
"

As did his predecessor of 1885, the industrialist of 1910 s

diligently involved himself-in the political process There was
L

virtually no change in political affiliation over the thirty year

concerned, that is the St. Lawrence region, industrialists tended

§

The British had a highly literate society which' embodied

the 'Protestant’ Eth1c and particularly,the Calvinist v1rtue557 They

‘@artmwated in debatmg societies, an act\nty which.was more useful

for them as potent1a1 membe\xrs of corp,oratmn boards than it would be

for those in agrarian occupations. Business and industry in the

"growing Canadian economy could not function without a middle management

¢ fa €
class with certain verbal and mathematical skﬂ]s,.; These '‘are acquired \,j

not only through formal ’traim'n'g but also by primary and secondary

, socialization.

The superior literary and technological education of the Ang’lo-
Canad1ans not only comcwded with the needs of Canad1an busmess and
mdustry but also provided a h1qh degree of vert1ca1 mbm>1’1ty for a
popu]atmn that entered the socio-economic system in the middle ranae.Thus, .’4"
it a]]owed many of its members the avenueg to JOHI the Canad1an Industma] ?

58 '
Elite. J
The Canadian Industrial Elite, then, was made up mainly of English-
speakin§ Protestants. They were, 1‘n the Lower St. Lawrence Revgion, most
likely to be Presb_yteman I"ethodus{ or Anghcan to Tive‘in Montreal-and

to be well-educated. On the other hand the majority of Quebecers were

French-speakina Catholics who lived mainly in the rural areas. The Franco-

{

. phone  community also had an i'hte]]igent’sja'. ‘HoWever, the araduates of.\

P . —
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the “colleges classiques® did not expect ta do clerical work in the

employ of the railway companies. One can see that the Canadians of
; ‘ .

b

’ Ang]o—Sai&n origin had a number,of cultural advantages which would

have stropg implications for their partiéipation in the economic 1ife
of Canadian socigty. By religion, éducation and language, they were
prepared for full participation in the country's economic deve]opmenf.

‘ The'gponpmicwconditions, which had their most dramatic develop-
ments iﬁ‘the area of transportation, also were particularly linked
to the 1g3§ership of those Canadians of British orfqin, wiih'khe
;ailway bu%]ders being mainly of the latter group.

In the final analysis, it was the transfer of technology from

the more sophisticated §cottish industrial economy to the more primitive

-

Canadian, coupled with the traditional practice of providing some form of
A 3

~_training for those sons who would not inherit, that gave the Scots their

.advantage. - They came from an industrialiaing society in the mjd-nineteenth
fentury and came prepared,on the whole, to function and give leadership

to the f]gdg]ing Canadian industries. Moreover, because of the Scottish
Canad{ans' tendency to perpétuate this system of 'providing a trade' for
the sons, and because of the intense ethnic ]oya]tﬁes which characterized
the outlook of most Scottish migrahts, the group managed to preserve

this techno]ogiEa1 superiority over members of most other ethnic groups ,
even into the second generation.

This era of great ecdnomic opportunity for the entrepreneur
is,described by | E
"The close class linkages between businessmen and
politicians, the numerical insignificance of the Canadian

labour movement, the subsidization of entrepreneurship
in Canadian national tariff and transportation policies,

miniscule taxation and the eageress with which Canadian
resources were doled out to capitalists pative and




foreign, all suggest an enyironment-promoting the
maximum business opportunity while providing minimum
social regulation of tWroﬁtmakinq.”Sg :
The greatest opportunities were provided by the major chanées\
in industrial techno]ogy‘ang the new administra%ive and financial ..
corporate structureé. The new ppportunities created at least three
new profe QE%;?al classes; the career executive,'the stock broker, and
the lawyer. Each provided a specialized service necessar; to the func-"
" tioning of the corporate entity, and many were the products of humble
originsl60 ’ , ~ : N
The Scots dbmprised the dominant group in most forms of commerce.
They were also dominant'in company ventures.G] fhe'Scots had a talent
for mobilizing the capital resources of the community to broaden the
economic capacity of the city.Their interest was, with few exceptions,
1imited mainly .to endeavours that would enhance the commercial power
“and extend the m ¢ropo]1fan reach of Montreal. The government of Canadg:‘
in terms of assistance, encouragement apd real estate, had been extremely ‘
generous to the réi1ways. While the' private capita]ist’taxed the population"
at the federal level in fhe form of unrepaid loans, tash and land arants and
free construction materials such as stone and timber, the benefits of railway
v — :

« /geﬁgtruction went principally té’British investors and their Canadian junior

//////'parthers. Government support was also given at the local 1eve1; The mun-

e icipalities made direct Joans and stock subscriptions to the railway

—

———t

companies as well as extensive gifts of urban land for approaches,

terminals’ and stations and exemption from local taxes. \\\\‘\\
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The close identification of the railway promoter and of the
government o%f1c1a1 became particularly widespread and national and local
Jaws were enacted to help finance the building of the railways. The ex-
tent to which the government cooperated with the railway promoter is
exemplified by the huge public dept.

“Pub]ié debt on account of the railway system had been piled

up by the time of Confederation to the extent,of more than

33 miT1lion by the Province of Canada anj anothgr 10.6 million

by Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. In addition, the municipalities

in the Province of Canada had accugg]ated nearly 7 million
in debt due to railway assistance.

The most immediate effect of the railway boom was felt in the
local manufacture of railway equipment, that is, in the iron industry.
The technology established in Scotland and in England during their own’

industrial revolution was transferred to Canada. As early as 1853, the

¢ Scottish firm of Kinmond Brothers opened a plant in Montreal. Factories

for rolling and re-rolling iroﬁ rails and for repairing rolling stock

were established by the railway companies and by businessmen in

that field.©3

By the 1360's, Loilers, steam engines, agricultural jmple-
ments, mine machinery, mill gearinc, stoves and grates, piping and
steam fittings, tools, spikes, nails, rivets, bolts and nuts were all

being made in Montrea].64

Most of the factories, including the two Montreal puddling
éad rolling mills which could supply the whole of Canada w{th enough
nails and the Victoria Iron Works which used Scotch pig-iron to make
rails, were located a]g;g the Eanks of the Lachine canal. Flour mills,

sugar refineries, shoe factories, tebacco and cigar factories all

contributed to the industrialization of Montrea].65

/
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Although railway building was dominant, engineering and ship-
bui1d;ng were also 1mp0rfant elements in the early industrialization
of Canada with the first steam engines built Th Montreal being designed
for ships.66 The changes in industry were also reflected in commercial
enterpwtses. Banking and insurance firms and mortgage and loan companies
were estab]ished.67
The main industry was still in forest products despite this rail-
way related economic activity. These new establishments were related to
the activities of the port of Montreal and to Quebec's abundant and cheap
Tabour. Both were considered to be major advantages in .the development
of an economic structure. At this time, the shipyards of the Ouebec
region were still very active.
The industrial structure of eastern Canada was weak on the eve
of Confederation. The businessmen, the markets and tﬁé techniques all came
from the outside In this era, 85” of the populatlon 11ved in the country—
side, a major. obstacle to 1ndustr1a1 specialization. The co]on1es of-British
North America were in a precarious financial pos1t10n, hav1nq over- 1nvested
in railways. The general -recession, the-termination of the Reciprocity
Treaty with the United States and the fear of invasion of the British North
American territor{es by the United States had led those British Bﬁnkers
who had been providing loan's tb\sever1y restrict credit.68"A new
political structure was,.thereforé; reqhiréd to serve the needs of bﬁsinegs‘
69

and ‘Confederation was advanced as the solution.

The new economic structure was successful for a.time; ra11way

lines were extended eastward and westward and Montrea] exper1enced important

2]

industrial arowth in the various prev1ous1y'estab1rshed sectors 70




66

71 However, between 1878 and 1896, there

such as the wheat market.

was a marked decline in Canadian trade and commerce. Markets for

Canadian staple products were disappearing while American and British

nerchanﬂise was pouring into Canada, particularly in the fields of Tumber,

leather, boots and shoes. Basic-industries were in decline and the aaricul-

tural industry was unable to absorb its labor. Unemployment and economic

distress .were widesprelad among farmhands, lTumbermen and factory workérs.
The - fa’ge of industrial expansion was Zinsufficient to absorb

the surplus population-from the cities and the rural areas. There was

a constant: overflow of rural population at each gereration and there

vas increased migration of francophones to the United States and settle-

ment of new regions within Quebec.73 Other parts o% Canada were also

affected by the high rates of emigration. The deflationist tendencies

and. the resultant business imbalance, combined with American competition,

prompted the government of.Canada to adopt measures in 1879 that were

referred to as the Natiﬁmg\]_Ep_Uﬂgy.M e - e ’ '

The new strategy called for replacing the ucakeninao imperial

ties ‘with a strengthened transcontinental economy.JSpecificaHy, it

was expressed in terms of 1) staples and transportatiqn, 2) tariffs and

railways, 3) land and immigration policies and 4) the buttressing of

enterprise by ggygrnment ownership and support. ‘o

Canada was the‘primary producer who supplied Great Britain and

, s . . .72
the United Statés with cheap raw mateyials for their industrial production.

i
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These natural products were dependént on water transportation and, with

: ) . e . . 76

the advent of the railways, on transportation incorporating the railway system.
Thé development of the Canadian transportation system had meant a

substantial decrease in the cost of the transportation of Canadian staples. -

Since the Canadian economy was dependent on the foreign exchange obtained

-

from the export of wheat, the prosperity ¢f the wheat production of the West.
was°vita1. The transportation of this staple product was, thereforej A
crucial to the well-being of the Canadian econdﬁ&.

The raiWwa& system, consisting mainly of east-west lines, was closely
related to the tariff imposed on imports. Prior to Confederation, the
tariff raised money to finance railway construction. However, after
1867, it imposed a financial barrier to the movement o% commérce across “

the natuka] frontier, particularly from the South, and thereby, esta-

blished an east-west transportation pattern for commercial -goods. This

' supported the agricultural industry of the West and assisted the manu-

facturing industries of the Qﬁst, establishing Quebec and Ontario as the

industrial heart of the Nation and linking them with the Maritimes.

The aim of the tariff had been to fulfil the National Policy and its efforts

‘ to support the transportation system and to encourage the industrialization

that had already begun7.7

This tariff system remained the foundation of the Canadian

v
financial structure throughout the years of World War I and was an
78
.important source of capital. In addition to the domestic effects of

the t&riff, there was also an external aspect to the tariff system.
The Liberal govermment, un&er Prime Minister Laurier, extended the

National Policy into a wider_-imperialist framework, offering

an imperial preference system as an added inducement to industries to

" locate in Canada in order to sell to the extensive hinterlands regions

of the empire at preferential rates. 8
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The Imperial Preference encouraged trade cooperation between

-

Canada and Great Britain. The tariff was so altered as to allow manu-

tured goods to enter Canada at a lower Yate of duty than goods from

other ¢ pries. As a result, trade within the empire was encouraged

b

and the prices-to Canadian consumers of British goods were lowered
while the Canadian manufacturer was still 1eft a substantial amount
of protection. 80

There was a oreat revival in the economy coinciding with this

‘new National Policy and partly as a result of it. A1l this renewed

trade caused renewe@/&gtivity in the railways too.8] Other industries

also benefited from the new National Policy. According to Shull: _

"By the early nineties, Canada was supplyina half of all the

cheese imported into England and cheese factories were becoming
important accounts with Canadian banks. There was also growth

in meat-packing companies and in the textile industry. Poreover,
from 1880 on, pulpwood was. in greater demand as it had become the
pr1nc1pa] source of supply for papermaking and there was a

growth in the metals and in minerals such as copper, nickel and 0il.!

The National Policy implied a very specific airection for the
land and immigration policies o% the country. Much land,at this time an
important economic resource, had been given t6 the railway companies
as part of the encouragement by the gbvernment for thé construction
of an intercontinenta]h}ai]way s;gtem. What was not used by the
compan} was then sold to other intérests.  In addition, the governmentl\_’/P\
in its effort Fo encouragé immigrétion and settlement, had been offering
land grants ..to new settlers. A]thoﬂgh the Tand often fell into
the éihﬁb of the land cpmpanies, the govermment did succeed in its
purpose of encouraging immigration ang‘sett1ement. Immigration from
othep parts of the British Empire was increased and did bring heavy

influxes of British immigrants into Canada. _

The successful sett]énent of the Prairies was fundamental to

S Kot » o PR T S R ST ) . i
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the blueprint for the east-west econon&. The agricultural products
of the West constituted the bulk of the cargo for the Canadian Pacific
Railway and thereby aSsured its growth while the Prairie farmers'

need for manufacture&‘goods ensured prosperity for Eastern industries.
To accomodate these needs, between 1896 and 1921, Canadian Pacific
continued to bring jn new séttlers and to carry out produce. 83 The
rising price of wheaf and other grains led to growth in settlement .
Thé growth in setlement combwned with the improved quality of grain

der1ved from new farming techanues provided more grain to sell. 84

85
The National Policy had predictable results on immigration.

As was noted by Martel, there was little growth 1n'the French Canadian
population. 86 He also pointed out that the railways and the industries
of the East, supported by the tariff system, were largely the domain
of the Anglo-frerican énd Analo Canadian interests. 87

The National Policy gave direction to state involvement in the
buttressing of large commercié] enterprise by gove}nment ownership and
support. 88 ror instance, the close relationship between the Grand Trunk
Railway, the Montreal Business Comnufty and some of the most powerful

British banking institutions has been described by Ryerson. 89

The buttressing of enterprise py government ownership and support
is explicable in terms of the economic dependence of Canada on her
natural, resources. ,The production of these staples called for heavy
importation of capital and substdntial government expenditure in the field

of railways, power facilitjes, immigration and land settlements. The

*government felt it had an obligation to protect its heavy investment

and one of the means to accomplish this end was the tariff.30. The
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government provided an jdea] environment for the entrepreneur -

with its protective national tariff and its transportation po]iéies,
with its generos;%y concerning natural resources and‘wi%h its low
taxation rates. '

Canadian development was carried out by three main actors;

the British financiers, the Anglo-Canadian businessmen and the American

industrialists. The.changes that they had carried out together permitted

¥

the establishment of a commercial and political angﬁo—Canadian arista-
cracy.92

In ordér to 1égitimize the various economic elements of the
National Policy, fhe Canservatives emphasized British loyalty. They
1dent1f1ed conservat1ug\e11t1$m as British in contrast with the (treasonous)

\ 7
reformfgm of the Americans. This was all 1inked with a concept of’

Canadién nationa]igﬁ. 93
The change to the vigorous National (Tar{ff) Policy of 1878
the creation of the Canadian Pacific Railway, the open1ng of the West,
the Manitoba Boom, and thé revival of the European market had a dramatic
| influence on the development of Montreal. The*manufactu}ing of |
bridge work and structural steel at Montreal begins with the opening
of the twentieth century. The opening of the Canadian Pacific Railway
brought the Aggus raitway shops and the manufacturing of tobacco
products éxpanded into a leading industry. The next depade saw the
manufacturing of electrical apparatus and the maiufacturing of railway .
cars, rolling stocks, steam engines, lTeather, cement gnd a large variety
of minor goods convert Mohtreal of the nineteenth century from a purely

maritime center to‘its lTater appearance as a gréﬁt manufacturina center

attached to a seaport.
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. Commercial Development.of Montreal: N
. Transportation, Communication and Finance ‘

r

-

ImPORIANT DATES \ ‘ ~MONTREAL

3 . . ’
o 1832 hontrea1 becomes an ocean port and establishes its customs office

S

.. 1851 Vlontredl Havbour Commusswon formed, has channe] deepened permitting

ocean steamers to come to c1ty
%

1847 First telegraph line betueen Quebec and Montrea]

1852 F1rst transatlantic steamer to Quebec ‘ (

' 1853 First transaﬁ1ant1c steamer-to Montreal ' : \ ;

-

" 1854" First Rail Commurrication on the Montreal-Portland line inaugurated

1854-59 Building of Victoria Bridge-

1856 First Rail line between Montfea] and Toronto inaugurated

- 1858 Linking of Canada and Europe by transat]ant1c cab?é\1f1rst txansat1an-
tic cable then in ex1stence) .

1861 Tranways started
1863 Establishment of Board of Brokers. , = .
. Mid 70's Invention-of Telephone. s P

.‘ 1874 Board of Brokers becomes Montreal Stock Exchange

1896 Inauguration of Haruour Extcusion o T e

Source: Robert Cra1g\Brown and Ransay Cook, Canada 1896- ]92] A
Nation Transformed.” The Canadian Centenary S&ries. Toronto:
McC1e1]and and Stewart, 1974. Baperback edition 1976, Pp. 26-27.

’
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3. .The Development of Mpntreal L
Montreal was becoming a Eﬁnadien metrdpofisga. The harbouk
had been rebu11t in 1857 In 18%4, the Harbour\Conmﬁssion, eontrolling
the port area, docks and properties, was added to 1t9 adm1n1strat1ve
body.95 Montreal had become the 1mpoht and export centre of Canada and
-, ‘ Lthe equrt.b% agricultural products had'overtaken that of lumber pro-
ducts.‘ As the Victoria Bridge linked up with the Grand Trunk and
the Canédian Pecific Railway lines, Montreal had becone a rdi]way

cenire and a focal point in" the "in-river" netwdrk.96 According

to -Bergeron, it had be come the administrative and financial'centre for

C |

Canadian bus1ness, orqan1zed in the interests of the Eng]1sh merchants

u97 ’

and a few "bourgeo1s Canayens In naval transportation,.the Lachine

Canal was expanded, several steamship lines were established and

Montfeal became ‘the headquarters of the Shipping Federatiqn.98

The dominant position of Montreal in the economic 1ife of the

\
Dominion during this era was accentuated by the fact that it was not

\

- only a great sh1pp1ng and manufacturing center but also a center of

- finance. The banking system set up in the province of Canada develdp%d

o -

into a network of chartered banks with branchesorganized under the.
o Dondnion,of Cdnadé: The branch system naturally meant centra]ized fin-
| “ance as ihe\head offices of banks in the chief éities; such as the
Bank of. Montrea] and the Molsons Bank, in Montreal, added to netropo11-

* * tan dominance but made for. secur1ty and mitual support

‘ By 1911, the urban\%onmmnity of Montrea] had a population of
: Al pr ]

590,919 of which Montreal West's population comprised 703 persons. With the

” R, advent of the street railway, the crowded city pushed outward to new

rural areas that;u]timate]y became the suburbs.99

~
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The financing of the railways was linked with the other aspects

of the financial growth of the country. The ,heavy inflow of people and

rs

large cash investments, the expansion of the Montreal harbour in

1896 and a series of successful seasons in the agricultural sector

w

created a climate of genera]-prosberity. The rich funds of the Klon-
dyke, that peaked in 1900, encouraged the establishment of the mint.
There was a burst of activity among the banks. New,bYanches were

N

opened and some amalgamated. K Competition was keen‘aﬁd'bank failures \_ -

were not unknown.]00

Speculation in stocks and in real estate was rampant. }he
collapse of the reil/estate market came in 1912. The municipa1~govern—
ment had made too heavy an investment, with Tocal improvements such as
sewers,_streeté and sidewa1ks being more than, the small proprietor could

6¥ford.' The 1912 collapse accompanied by the halt of the influx of

European and other ‘investment led to pessimism in the economy and
101 |

]
a bank panic in 1913.
The growth of Montreal at the turn of the century required
extensive public works and led to great opportqnity for public theft.
This resulted in a movement for municipal reform and took the form
of-a search for a method of election, of tenure of office and of area
of representation that would mean honest adminigtration. Popular concemn
)
Nébout the dishonesty of their municipal representatives led to the for-

mation of a Citizens Association.

4, The Imperial Connection and the Social Reform Movement

. .

During this period, Canada was still closely tied to Great Britain.
The 'imperial connection' led Canadians of Anglo-Saxon origin to

see themselves in terms of the new imperialism that was dominating
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Eurppean and‘%specially British ﬁo]i&l§5. I'n 1887, Joseph Chamberlain

. had spoken of "the greatness and importance of the destiny which is re-’

served for the Anglo -Saxon race . . . . 1nfa]]1b]y predest1ned to be

the predom1nat1ng force in the future h1story and c1v11wzat1on of the

'world.flogrown and Cook refer to John Hobson's Imperialism (1902) to

" describe how this new imperialism assumed the superiority of one race

over-another and claimed for the white man's ‘nations certain ‘missions'

B

‘édg fesponsibi]ities The spirit of Anglo-Saxon super1or1ty and mission

natura]]y affected the att1tudes of English_Canadians, creat1ng a

certawn social distance-between themselves and their French-Canadians

counterparts.103

In addition to the idea of racAal superiority, respect for

~ - monarchial dnstitutions and the maintapance of a tariff preference,

l ) . ,
the imperial connection implied a strong British—Cangdipn nationalist

sentiment. This was symbolized by the founding, in Montreal .in
. - \ "
February of 1900, of the Imperial Order GF the -Daughters of the Empire,

to support Britain in the Boer War. The sfated aims of the Imperial

Bad

~ Order of the Daughters of the Empire were: "the stimulation of patriotism,

binding women and children of the empire to thg throne, the creation
of an association for prompf and efficient ac%ion by imperial women

and chi]dréﬁ should it be required, the proWotion of the study of

[ 4

imperiaT questions, the care of the dependents of the British military

personnel and the direction of women's influence to the bettering ’

of all things connected with the 'Great Empire.

L ]
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" Stressing 1eg41't1"mat1'on through the historical tradition
of British rule and claiming British racial superiority, the Imperialists
praised British millitar‘ism and the longing-for conquest which dominated

the.current imperialist writings that env1s1oned Canada as part of an
105 ‘ *

imperial federation.

U]timatély, tie“combination of ‘imperi’alism and the growing
forces of’capitalism were to lead to the First World War, during which
the'imperﬁ'a} connection' and the cl.a;h of n'ationa]isrrl\'s were br'ought
into yet shérper focus. The'declaration of war had‘cbeen greeted with
an outburst‘o-f enthusiastic patriotism that assumed the imperial hﬂ M
forces wou]d win a speédy victory: However, as casualyjties mounte;i
and the war dragged on, vo]untary organizations became invo]vea m mini-
stermg/te. the heeds of the- m1htary and to the social. prob]ems creat?d
by the war. 106 ) .

Volunteer recrmtmg societies, suc}/as ‘N{e/(wr the War Assoc1a- «

tions ancT“the Recruiting Leagues, ass1sted the recrmtmg efforts of

. govemment. Canadlan women , assisted by sevéral promment British

women ,- made speeches and §pread propaganda, he]tpmg to'create anﬁb'\"
phere of national crisis and setting)the stage for the transW‘“ y
of>C‘anada's military invo]ve_mént'f‘mm one/ of voluntarism to one of
compu1sory‘ mi]itaryiserbv/i‘ce. 107 |

’ The active parti cip‘atw:on of women in voluntary organizatiqﬁs
h“ad‘Hberah'.zed the attitude of Canadian io;ciety tq‘ a political role
for«wornen. They had gained palitical necogniiion that was to aid the

movement to establish voting rights for women. 108
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Other ‘organizations such as the Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion gave active support 1n various other ways]ogrhe po]1t1ca1 culture
of this era, as evident in- the high degree of imperial sé‘t1ment e%—
4pressed by some of these organizdtions, was reflected in the fact that
the Canadian militia was, for all practical purposes, an Anglo-Canadian
institutiez.]1(kowever, the cultural division continued to grow:
"When an English Canadian pronounces the word patriotism,

he wishes to say love of Empire, while.the French-speaking
Canadian, with the same word, thinks only of Canada."111

The Protestant Churches saw themselves as a seed-bed for
social reform. ThegsMethodist Church,- especially, hmined militant
nat1ona]1sm w1th a call for the thorough reconstrezi1on of Canadian
society on Christian socialist pr1nc1p1e5ad1? This atmosphere, the
cdntinuing recruiting problems and the high rate qf_a{trition in

the Canadian Corps in France, gave the Borden. government little

choice but to introduce the Military Service Act. However, Conscrip-

" tion turned out to be a political disaster for French Canada,

The social and military duties- created by the War imposed upon
Anglo- Canad1ans ob]1gat1ons to the fam1]1es and dependents of Canadlan'

-soldiers. The Imperial Order of the Daughters of the Empire identified

with the war effort and played a prominent role in national relief

work while the Canadian Red Cross was active with the medical corps on
the battlefield and was actively supportive of 7o1djers wiveé at home. 113
The election of the Union government in 1917 represented support
for the coalition and for military conscription tq.win the war which -
desire had somehow beeone linked with the desire to build_the Kingdom

of God on earth. Symbolic of this movement wis a collection of essays

N 3

1
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edited by the Principal of Ridiey College, J.0. Miller, entitled The

New Fra in Canada. This.éntho]ogy-h" as its theme the position that
"the final triumph of Democracy can only be assured by the
willing subor?ination of the individual to the state, for the
common good." 4

A part of this-desire for reform based on social principles
was the Prohibitionist movement. Its strongest adherents were among
the middie-class Anglo-Saxon Protestants, especially the Methodists,
the Baptists, and the Pkesbyterians. With the ﬁ'pwing number of

‘ )

immigrants from backgrounds which did nét moralize against” alcohol,

the social reformers were becomingly incteasingly c®ncermed about the

effects of this new population on the moral fibre of Canadian society.

The Catholic Church in Quebec did not support Prohibition.

It favoured moderation, but was unwilling to‘join the Protestant “~——

. Churches, especially the Methodist, the Baptist and the Presbyterian,

s

in demanding total abstinence.
[+

In 1898, Prime Minister Laurier called a national plebiscite

on the issue of Prohibition. There was a low electora] return across

the country, but in Quebec, Prohibition was clearly defeated.”5

The War saw other developments besides Prohibition and the
right of women to vote. The participation of Canada in World War I

also ehcouraged‘ihe formation of the Canadian National Railways.
A

The Canadian government felt it necessary to take over the Canadian

v

Northern and Grand Trﬁnk systems and consolidated these with the

Intercolonial..which it already owned., into one larage public comDanv.H6

.
B
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The war years had more unexpected consequénces. The war
manufacturing gave a tremendous boost to Canadian industry which
wés dominated by the Ang]o-Canadgans; thus’ the war had increased
the social disparity between the Frenéh—Canadian working classes and

the tnglish Canadian nusiness classes. 7

“These newly current issues were symbolizza~1n Mackenzie King's publication

[ 13

~in 1918 of 'Industry and Humanity', in which he maintained that Canada's
future was urban industrial and that reformers would have to turn their
eyes to new kinds of problems. Stephen Leacock's publication in 1920 of

' The Un§o]ved Riddle of Socia] Justice' maintained that:

"Qut of the social reform movement and the rapid urban growth
~came the Canadian concem for municipal reform, including the
question of jurisdiction in franchises such as the Bell Telephone
Company, the electric light companies and the street «ailways.
Conflicts of jurisdiction between the various levels of

government led to demands for 'Home Rule' and to the formation

in 1901 of the League of Canadian Municipalities. This group
stood for opposition to the Ward system and political parties;
both of which they believed encouraged abuses of power. 118-

The industrial leaders who were assumed to be the leaders of
the community supported urban growth and at the same time encouraged

minicipal reform. ' 17 o -

<

Same suburbs wished to remain separate municipalities with

administrative independence. They had a self-conscious identity which

demanded recognition by a separate legal existence; they were setﬂﬂng ‘ b

up separate administrations while Montreal as a city was expanbingt?n

every direction. 120

.
>




5. The Ro]é of the State
The state offered an instrumentality for facilitating capita]‘
accumulation in privaté hands and for carrying out the construction of
an infrastructure within which capitalism could %]ourish. Whether in
the banking sysiem, public works or railways, the state clearly put
its support behind a commercial class. Just as the Canadian economy
depended on world prices for staples, so the Canadian body politic
was vulnerable to the pressures of -the various economic interest groups.
The extremely close co-operation between the chartered banks, through
the Canadian Bankers Association and the Minister of Finance during
World War I,provided an almost centraliged bénking system and under-
lines the close relationship that existed between business and govern-

ment prior to and during the war_years.}22 This era Saw the

gradua]*reﬁ]acement of Anglo-Canadian investment by American capita].]23
Among the more evident ‘aspects of this industrial transition were

the gradual change of factories to electricity from coal and steam

.and the transition to the joint.stock company as the basis of corporate

finance.]zq This iqdustkia] revo]ution(ﬁn‘Quebec was dominated by

the Ané]o-tanadian popu"lation.]25 .

u

. ’ ‘
v ‘ (S}

121




"%

80

o Summary

Following her industrial revolution, Britain had accumulated .
a s.uvjp]u‘s. of investment capital and of manufactured qoods. Through
the achisitjoh of new colonies in:North America, Britain sought
to acq;n"re an outlet for its e>;cess capital, products and population.
The many attractic:hs of the North American co]oniés and the /f)'owerfu]
social. forces at work in Great Britain led to several massive
waves of immigration to Canada.

- »
Britain had a highly developed commercial infrastructure
- N »

- which included a*systém of banks and jnsurance companies and a network

. . , .
of railways. The British conquest of New France saw the influx of
British and later also of American sett]ers who were ta ‘take over
the economic 1ife of the colony. Eventually, with Bri’tish and also
Ay \‘

American participation, a similar infrastructure was established here,

with the greatest development taking place in the field of transporta-

tion; more specifically in raﬂlways‘. )
A new socio-economic class developed from the establishment - -

of the railways, one sometimés referred t/o as tr‘1e Canadian Industrial
Elite. 1In Quebec, between 1880 and 1919, this class had specific
characteristics. These m\an\y characteristics correspond entirely to
the characteristics of the residents of the community of Montreal West.
The occupations of the residents of the‘community were c]oger related

to the new industries, espécially in the field of transportation. With

so much in common, it abpearsﬂike]y that the Canadian Industrial Elite

“ served as a reference grouwp and a social network for the people of '

-

Montreal West. N

With the advent of the railways-and with the enacting of the

various aspects of the National Policy, came the dramatic development

Aol
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of the city of Montreal. Shipping, manufacturing and finance were
all exp;anded here. Furthermore, with the advent of the Street rail-
way, Montreal pushed outward to new rural ar‘eas' that ultimately
became the suburbs. This too is of special relevance because
Montreal West had, froii 1909 on, been integrated with this systém
of street railways. ‘ )

. Again, the Canadian system of tariffs, which assisted

both the manufacturing and transportation industries,was supportive

of the occupational groups who lived in this community. Furthermore,

the Canadian land and immigration po]icies had very deﬁ'nité implica-
tions for the residents of this community. The immigration policy
attracted those residents who had come directly from Scotland and
Eng]gnd as ijt had attracted the parents of oth:ers, immigrants who
had themselves come to Canada in an earlier generation. ' The

land policies gave generous ';;rants to colonization companies such as

the one which was to establish and develop thi’s community. Due to

the close ties existing between Canada and Great Britain, the cultural

values and attitudes which were current in Great Britain were trans-

ferred to the local community.
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*

Chapter-Three /

v~

The Community of Montreal West: Geographical aﬁd Cultural origins

. The community of Montreal West'was established and developed
at the tarn of the twentieth century. Its geographical origih was: closely
bound to the develbpnent of Montreal, a Canadian metropolis in this’
era. Itszslums were grimy, crowd@d,’poorly 1it and unplanned while the
finer residential areas wegre cost]y/and accessible only to the wealthy.
The development of the railways was to provide Qccess to the areas sur-
rounding the urban core and to lead to the extension of the city's
residential* communities to the suburbs.

One such extension had created Montreal (railway) Junction

which was to be subsequently developed by a ];rge real estate firm.
. Due to i;s proximify to the{rai]way station and, thérefore, its
accessibility to downtown Montreal, this community was';ett]ed largely

By emp]oyees of the railway companies and the other large financial’

and/pommerc1a1 enterprises,located in. the financial heart of the city.

e

&

<ﬁe predominance of Scots and Englishmen in the upper and middle
evels of these firms has already been shown.

~

| Although this suBurbumay have been attractive to many

others, certain of its characteristics restricted its accessibility

so that the etHnicity of the residents was consistent with the various
elements of the political economy. The ethnicity of the residents had
important implications for the cultural values and attitudes of ‘the

community. Moreover, it influenced the residents' accessibility to,

and choice of, certain types of occupations and housing. ©
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A. Origins of thé Community of ﬁéﬂtrea] West
' In geographical isolation, the small territory of Montreal
Junction was transformed into a viable and highly structured community.
The origin of Fhﬂsponmunitj is closely bound to various agpéqts of |
the Canadian political economy; gf‘which a major element in the ;ra
being examined is the expansion of the railways. X

This thesis is primarily concerned with the er}\at the turn
_of the twentietﬁlﬁintury; that is. the period between 1890 and 1920.
In thi§ era, the die was cast and thf/mo]d was set for the development
of what was to become the community of Montreal Junction. A major
Canadian railway company and a large real estate development company
were to be the catalysts for the crgation and establishment of this,
one of'qgny’new communities established during this age of dramatic econo-
mic gm\:Jth

Canadian cities were growing rapidly at, the dawn of the present

s

centuny.] Expanding industries drew workers from rural érea; or overseas - .5
to staff new factories and burgeoning service enterpm'St:_*s.‘2 The City *° 4
. of Montreal had become a metropolis, a cgnfer for shippinj; communica-

tions and manufacturing and an industrial and financial centre for

head 6ffices qgg\miib plants. The railway companies, the heart of

G e o)
RS AN

the national economy:Were headquartered here and drew-thejr skilled and \\%
educafed work force from the gify. ‘

The growth of Montreal as a bus%ness center Qas paralleled
by its growth as a residential community. Inmﬁgration %rom Great

Britain and the United States created a substantial Anglo-Saxon

L srias Tl -

population in. the Province of Quebec, concentrated in Montreal.

pry

3
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The Canadian political economy ih the nineteenth century was such
that, while Montreal was growing as a dominant Canhdian centre, the \\t
Maritime colonies weré experiencing, economic strains and there was a

"heavy movement of population from there towards Mbntreal‘and its suburbs.

Montreal was émong the grimiest cities of Canada. qu
raﬁid a:}\_Juannéd growth of the City led to over-jnflated yénd
prwces, par 1cu1ar1y in the downtown area. Montreal had bekome a

'boom town'. The banks and insurance tompanies 1ocated the1r head

s

offices here. /

\

. ¢
. Montreal and its ‘suburbs at the turn of the cenfuhy included
t:é\

/‘
financial district of St. James St. and its surropndwnq area which

had be ng\a commercial ‘and retafl d1str1ct With che coming, of the

new electr1c age and the first urban transit system, the shopp1ng dis-
trict moved uptown to St. Catherine Street. The/lndustr1a1 areas had

grown up along the Lachine (anal and along the,ﬁarbour.3

¢
/

However, despite the urban growth, thé quality of city life
left much to be desired. In Toronto, for iﬂstance, street 1ighting
was ]ack1ng and accord1ng to one source, )t was,

:e* "at bestQ\EQ%sft1ve1y installed fﬁrst in the broad streets

v of commerce am¥=f{hen perhaps in the tree-studded lanes .

servicing the homes of the better elements of society .
Downtown behind the great storeg¢ and hotels, on the narrow
back streets, the ugly masses @f hydro and telephone lines
and poles passed throggh w1thdut connections to the small, .
U dingy crowded flats.. ; /
/

The slum homes were also overcrovﬁéd and lacked proper sanitary facilities.

"There {5 scarely a vacant hous¢-fit to Tive in that is not inhabited, and . ' |
~in many cases by numerous fam@ﬂ%es;in fact respectable people have had to - "E
Jive in stables, tents, old/éars. sheds (others in damp cellars), where E
we would not place a valued animal, let alone a human befng"5§gid a Toron-
/ ‘ | !
o/ - i
mm————— ’L4f-,7--f---.q-I-I-.lllqn----ufnmf*~‘ T — . , - 1
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to relief officer in 1904. A report conveyed. in 1909 by the same social -
_welfare representative read as follows: "one outdoors closet for dozens |

of men, women and childreri. . . Then looking, out vou see the garbage

Ca

piled up high as the window, Neuseating odours and sights on every hand." 6
The Canadian city at theﬂturn of the cenfury could be describee ‘as .'
”Ta p]ace of v1o]ent contrasts, a home for the very rich and the very poor,
for the rural mrmgrant from a ne1ghbour1ng county or a far d1stant land and
, the natwe urbanite, for respecbab]e church goers and for prost1 tutes, a
place of conspicuous expenditure and forced -destitution."’ The abuses of
the municipal government, the dramatic inc}ease in taxation, the grimi'nése .
and the over-crowding which had 'been“ created by the-many waves of migration
into Montreal contributed to the extensior; of Montreé] 's residential communi-
.ties to the suburbs. The poor were segregated in slum alreas while the wealthy
tended to Lc " gathered together in more or less exc]hsfve " suburbs. 8
| T.here were many feetures, that maqe the new sgburbs attractive, Theseé
residential communities had been newly opened up as the railway boom swept
across Canade. Areas which had previously been inaccessible had been made
“convenient points along the railway 1ine. The ever-increasiwr*ug numbers of
railway company persennel preferr.ed 't‘o live along the' railway network and
within proximity to the P{i]way station, especially since the railway companies
provided reduced fares for their emp1oyees. and their immediate families.
Moreover, the suburbs provided a pastoral setting with more living
space at a much Tower cost compared to the attractive residential arees in
, ‘the urban centre. The suburbs were a satisfying compromise for fthose fami-

lies who were essentially tied to the city because they were financially

dependent upon urban occupations'but preferred a quality of life that tends
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to be assoc1ated with the close-knit rural society rather than with

the a11enat1on that some believe is associated with c1ty 11fe

The Eng]ish-speaking population of Montreal tendgd to qroup
itse1f in clusters where their cultural identity could be preserved.g
They "tended to prefer residence in a.community where the church

and school were a reflection of their own particular values and

W

‘where the other local inéfitution5~and social structures would be

consistent with these values. ' )

The French working class lived in the vicinity of the harbour
and the Lachine Canal. The English working class lived in St. H“ﬁf;}
and in the Point St. Charles district.j 'The Point', as it has since
become known, was home to‘recent English and Irish immigrants from
the 'old country' as well as to some whose families had come to Montreal
in a previoﬁs generation. The Anglo-Saxon ffhancia] elite with their
large homes and spaciogs }ots lived ovef:the hil1, in Qutremont, in

what had come to be Westmount, and on a few fashionable avenues such

.as Beaver Hall Hill, Peel, Drummond and Pedpath which bordered the

business district.

Beyond these developed areas were suburbanh farm lands which
f

: were outgrowths of recent developments in the field of transportation.

" One such suburb was Coteau St. Pierfe, named after St. Pierre-Aux-Liens,

which included what is now thee:;;grict of Notre Dame de Gr%te and

the territory which is now coveo#d by Montreal West. This area can

trace its history as far back as 1653 when t1t1e deeds indicate that’

this was a se1gn1eur1a] grant given to Jean Decarie by the Sulp1c1an

Fathers in the name of the King of France It remained a farming area

until the end of the nineteenth century. 5

3

Bordering Montreal West on the east_gg; Mi1]{s'Farm and
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next to that. property was the Decarie Farm. The latter had become
an important producer of muskmelons, shipping its fruit by rail
across Canada via the Atlantic and Northern Railway.

- In the late 1890's, the Jesuits purchased from Gabriel- "
Decarie the property which was to become Loyola CoT?ege?‘ In time,’
the order engaaed two local residentg(;f;ﬁhat was to become Montreal ,
West, Alexander Peden and ThbmastcLaréﬁ, of Scotland a?d Enaland
;espective1y, as archttects to desiﬁn the Loyola buildings which ‘&
were éonstructed in'abproximatély 1903. To the East of Loyola were
the .Ppirier and the Leduc Farms and tnen, further east was the Benny
Farm that exténded to whét is now Girouard Avenye in Notre Dame de

3

Grace. J
The suburban territory which was to become Montreal Jﬁnction
and then Montreal West had initially been the Western 1imit of Notre A
ﬁame de Grace. Compk%sing about 400 acres, Montreal West was oriqi-
nally three 1Erge farms, £wo of wp}ch had been owned’by merb ers of
’the Decarfe familyy a Benjamin Deéarﬁe and ‘the widow Decarie,'
both of wﬁonlﬁre~be]ieved to hé%e'been membérs of the same Decarie
family mentioned earlier. !
P
The third farm can be traced as far back as a Miss Easton,
who marrigd Archdeacon Leach (1895—1386). He held, among other
positions, those of Vice ﬁrincipa] of McGill University and Dean
of its Faculty gf Arts. Mrs. Leach (ﬁeé Easton) had died childless -
and bequeathed hér property.to.the cﬁildren of her husband from a
previous marriage, namely to a Mrs. Jessie Howell of London, Enqland

and a Mr, David Leach, a—]ocaf’attorney. N

~
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The local history is not restricted however to pastoral

images. In the 1700's there was a military fortification at Lachine
‘and the only rou%e connecting it with Montreal was a footpath which

.rqﬁﬁplong the tpp of the escarpment which came to be known as Upper

Lachine Road, to this day an important 1ink between the Lakeshore,

- 12
Montreal West and downtown Montreal.

Map Showing.Locttion of Upper La;hine Road .

4 Qn”c 5] ﬁ?a&f

qf \

g - Y , ’

v

e

During the Way of 1812, in order to avert a perceived
th}eat of an attack on the fort at Chateauguay, fhis rudimentary
path was fortifigd as a m{litary supply road by the British‘and
Scottish tnoops who improved the route by excavating the hill to
a’ gradual slope, built a look-out poSt on what is now Eas ton Avénue
and dug trenches on what is now Campbé]] and Wolseley Avenues.

The blue bonnets worn by ﬁhe~$cottish regiments gave thi§ road-
its name, Blue Bonnets Hill. .The American enémy was subsegﬁent]y )
repulsed at Chateauguay. ’ )

~ »
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was knoﬁp as the Blue Bonnets Hoptel due to its military connection)

, ‘ 9 -

r

» The improved Blue Bonnets Hill road later became'a s tage-
coach Tink betweeh Montreal and Toronto, with farms scattered glong
it. The Blue Bonnets Hotel was built to service the travellers along -

the stage road on the site of the present Montreal West Town Hall. It .

;
or as the Half-way House since it was mid-way between the post-office

Al

in downtown Montreal and the Lachine canal. 13 - o

" In the 1880's, parts of the Decarie prOperty were sold ég\“
developed as “the B]ue Bonnets Race Course with the track running north
on the present site of WEstm1n1ster Avenue and south on Wolseley

[

Avenue, ,as we see the map 'on the following page. The stables

were infield on what is now the site of Wolseley Ave.
The nearby railway station brought the sporting crowd from

the center of Montreal to this suburban race course. The Leach farm

house: on the neighbouning farm, was purchased as a club-house and the

Fd

Leach family built a new home for themselves. 14 Between the race-track

¥,

and the hotel, much traffic was being attracted to this 'rural’ area.t
In)facf, the traffic had‘become so heavy that an enterprising land-owner
had se%.up toll-gates at the top and at the bottom of the hill in

ordgr to benefit from this influx. These gates were in operation as

Tate as 1952. —

THees,
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Source: Archives: lontreal Vest Hisiorica\:Society.
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The railway line to Montreal West was actually one of the

earliest Canadian rail routes. 1

t was'installed by the Grand Trunk .

"Railway Company in 1846 to connkct its Bonaventure Station with Lachine,

at the béginning of the era 6f railway development in Canada.

Railway development did not progress further in ‘this area until

1877 when the Canadian Pacific laid its tracks tﬁ*ough the area as part.

of its connection between Montreal, “Smith Falls and Toronto.]5

s
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the fact that the'Canadian Pacific Railway track from Toronto and T
the West and its 1}nes to Three Rivers and Quebec all met within

the limits of the Village and ran parallel into the city, the

railway junction and the adjacent territory became known as Montreal
Junction.

Ten years later, perhaps as part of their attempt .to compete
with the previously established Grand Trunk Railway rou'ce,]6 the Canadian
Pacific Railway extended their tracks to provide service to Qaudreujl '

and to the Lakeshore. Y 1his extension was to cut through the Blue

Bonnets race course. The stables had burnt down a short time betore ana

business had been declinina.The race track went out of business at this

. location, leaving only the Blue Bonnets Hotel to bring in the non-local’

pobu]ation. They also built a wooden spation where the signal tower

is today between the Canadian Pacific Railway Tracks and the Blue Bonnets

Race Course.

‘\\\,\’) . 2
Map of Intersection of CPR Tracksiand Blue Bonnets Race Course s

- - .

Source: Archives:

Montreal West
Ristorical Society !
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‘Although a few rental houses were available, mos t homes
were owned by those who occupied them. Among the earliest purchasers

[y

of lots in Montreal Junction were two.Canadian Pacific Railway employ-

ees who had become interested in making their homes in the new suburb. 18

In order to obtain a more favorable purchase price, they had attempted
to interest their colleaques in the railway companies. After some
negotiations 25 lots were purchased in this transacticn, with the
first twolhouyes being bui]i in 1890 and a third in the following
year. These originalpurchasers had also sought to enlist the aid of
the Canadian Pac{fic Rﬁ11way jtse]f. Although they were subsequently
inforfhed by the comptroller that the company itself could not become
involved, the comptroller pledaed that he himself would see to it
that the President and the other officers would give them some
form Qf active support. v

The railway attracted to Montreal West immigrants suited
to its job requirements and wishing to live c]osé to others of similar
cu1?ura1 background. They were soon to be joined by many others. This

community was the location of both a Grand Trunk Railway station and a

Canadian Pacific Railway station }n an era when public transportation was

still rather primitive. This meant that one could leave the downtown
business district, where certain occupational groups tended to be con-
centrated and within ten minutes find oneself in a peaceful pastoral
setting. This was an- important development for those who worked in
offices in the financial districts of St. James Street, Dorchester and

“~ .
Beaver Hall Hill and preferred not to live in the city. This was

.
especially convenient for‘xijlway company employees and their families,

2/,,

»
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who travelled at substantially reduced fares, paying less than three
cents per trip to and from the city. Fina11v,‘the community was suit-
ed to those the railway companies or some other thriving enterpri;e
had provided with the f{nancia] resources to support the cost of
residing in this new suburb.

Canada, under French control, was settled in accordance with
the French seignieurial syT{em with some variations. However, under
British and later Canadian political control, settlement was administer-
ed by colonization companies. These companies were given large grants
of land in exchange for their undertaking to develop and settle the
land. Officially, their powers were more restricted than those of the
seignieurs but they often became the "rg]ing powers," and such was
the case of Montreal Junction.

- In 1890, within a year of the completion of the local railway ‘
Tink with downtown Mongreal, the Toronto firm of Armstrong and Cook
pﬁrchased all of the Blue Bonnets Race Track land and most of the rest
af the Decarie farms. This Ontario company, whose partners had been
operating in the Toronto area for nearly ten years was perhaps senéing
that the Montreal real estate market waé,ready to boom. They Qere look- *
ing at an area that had just been 'opened up' b& fheznew railway station
where there was b little conmetitiph from a relatively small 1andowner.]9

Stressing the point that this land was less crowded and less costly
thgn land in the City of Méntreal, yet eési]y accessible, the company set
out to deve]op a market for their agqu{sition. In a'prospectus sent to
investors, it advertised this deye1opment as "20 acres of high land innp- <
diately surrounding'the station at Montre§1 Jungtion, which is now a poiht

20

of some importance." The rates were low and the financing was made

to appeal to what they referred to as families of modest means. - In order -
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to encourage prospective purchasers, it constructed a few stores - ‘)
and several modest two-storey hoﬁses as models.

Meanwhile , the local farm owner, David Leach had himself begun
to exp]ojt his holdings and té speculate in real estate. He believed
that the tand along the edge of the escarpment of what remains a steep
descent into VilleSt. Pierre was particularly suitable for residential
settlement aﬁd became the first sma]i local real estate developer in
Montreal Junction.

In order to further appeal to prospective purchasers, and
perhaps in order tp guarantee its competitive position with the Leach
development, Armsfrong and Cook established certain rudimentary local
seé;}ces: They erected, "a gravity tank with a shed that housed a steam

engine. This apparatus pumped the water from an artesian well 300 feet
21

A
‘\ ]
\deep.

\
. that provided evening light for a few homes and street 1ights located

The steam engine that operated the 'pump' also ran a dynamo

close to the generator. However, the storage tank had usually filled up
by midnight and the generator was turned off at that time, leaving the

residents in darkness.

-
'

In-1892, as a re§u1t,of the “increased competition from the Leach
*'@evejdpment, Armstrong and Cook T@id sewer pipes and installed sewers
.to'furthqr accommodate the residents. In 1893, they installed an electric

1i§ht plant which 1ncreasedtthe desirability of their propertiés. It

- / ~ ) N
"is évident that this real estate company was a key factor in the 1§/xj

settlement of the new’suburb and in the establishment of its first util-

itigs;and public services. Its rdxﬁ.in Montreal'Junction was such that
.- . !

”betweeh the yéévs‘1890'ahd 1897 they’practically controlled the town.“22

. v
o < SETEN i ~

%
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‘The Leach deye]opmght meanwhile could in no way compete with the

relatively sophisticated services provided by Krmsthong and Cook. The
homes built.on the Tots of the Leath deve1obnmnt were still using tanks
to catch the run-off water from their roofs and lacked even the minimal
faci]jties enjoyed hy the residgnts\df the Armstrong and Cook properties.
However, recgrds jndicate thét‘the purchase ratesyof the'Leach properties
were lower than those of the larger developer, Armstrong and Cook, and
in time, even the Leach'prbperties were so{d and developed. Thus these
two real estate developers, one large andlone small, were responsible for
the settlement and development of this parcel of Tland made accessible by
thé railway and known as Montreal Junctiénh

The flaxpur of the community which gradually emerged at Montreal .
Junction is recalled by a former vesident.”3 She described an ‘idyllic
childhood of winter skiing on one‘shi‘on nearby Mi]l's;Hill, just east of
the Trenho]mé dairy, which was bordered in SUWmfr by,hbsh apple orchards.

She recalled summers of swimming along with many other local children in

her grandfather's swimming poo]l and'picking pium§ from' the hﬁpy Tush

fruit_trees‘nearby.z4 (

Financial hardship was a mere cur sity. She remémbers the

depression years when beggars jumped the traifis and came to her parents®

dodr for_ food She remembers her mother keeping them out on the porch

LY

where she of fered them'a sandw1ch .and sent them On the1r way However,

¥

even thws d1stant brush with the WOr1d‘s adversﬁty d1d not touth the

community itself.

-

A
3
" ——.
~ e N
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Another resident recalled that "in this period, there were
but few houses in the Montreal Junction area. However, there

were wide-spread areas of-pleasant fields with a Tovely brook

L

running through. The fields beside the brook.were thick with
‘wild strawberries." In the.summer, the children would pick. the
! ot

berries and bring them home to b€ made.into jam. At Christmas

N ~

tnme they went to the woogled area just beyond the stream to cut
~Chr1stmas trees for themse]ves and for their church.
+  _This gentleman further recalls that "Dr. Ross, the church -

minister, sometimes took a group of boys and girls here on snow-

[

shoes to have a bear dance. They joined hands and ran around in’

huge circles, whooping and shquting and just letting off steam. Then

K ' 25
_they came back to the church for a good hot supper."”

4

rather.primitive. The same gentleman also recalls having a barn

at the relar‘of his house and twé cows and several dhickens we‘ré

a.part of h1$» househo]d H1s family had come here 1n 1892 when h1s

father had pa1d $50 OO down and $25 00 per monUn thereafter, to a

s

otal of" $2200 00 for a house wwth a freldstone foundatwn, a inud.

floor.in the basement and a heatmg system of stoves 0uts1de 1n'_

13

‘the backyard were “the weH and an outhbuse These facﬂ1t1es

T'acc%modated a family with nine children. 26 RS .

&

The rudilnentary nature of the local facilities made walking

difficult. In S’Prir{g,' thé absence of paved sidewalks left.pedestrians
knee-deep in mud. In winter, men giqing‘ to work by, train had to wear

Rl
-

The lifestyle of the infant community was rural and physic‘ally
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snow-shSEs to ﬁrudge down to the Grand Trunk Railway Station. Coming -
home from work was also difficult. This resident recalls how his
father tripped over some cows in the 'dark on his way home from fhe
railway étation because there were no street 1ight§AWhere he Tived.

A The same gentleman recalls that in o}der to attend evening
services at the FifggaAng1ican Church the men carried lanterns along
the street and y@it them at the entry. It was the duty of one
member of the conqregatign to reltight the lanterns at the close of
the services.

" The residents of Montrea]'Junct%on were isolated' from other

conmunities. The farms of bordering Cote St. Luc to the north, and

Notre Dame de Grace to the east and the C.P.R. land to the west en-

circled them. They were further isolated by the Grand Trunk Railway

© tracks and the Toronto highway to the south and §eparated from Cote
St. Luc by the ‘7ittle river St. Pierre' to the north. Just beyond
the Avon H{T] which was a part of Montreal Junctién, was the industrial
and working class area which had Eecome Ville St. Pierre. These areas,
whether they were farming or industrial, were populated by French Cana-

27 Thus the English-speaking community which was to establish

dians.
itself in Montreal Junction was ethnically distinct from the population
of the neighbouring communities. -

The geographical isolation created a 'natural area' which ~

was to inf]ueﬁ§e'social relations in the conmunity.28

Separated by
geographical barriers on the one hand and by cultural barriers on the
other hand, the residents developed a society impervious to its
surroundings and, except ¥or contacf with their Ch1tu}a1 peers in

downtown Montreal, Westmount and parts of Outremont, self-sufficient.

.
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Especially when street lights were non-existent, and then when
they were first installed, inefficent evening travel outside the |
community was kept at a.‘;n'nimum. The restricting train schedule and
the streetc‘ars, once installed, reinforced this independent ersty]e.29

Those who travelled by train knew one another. This form of

. travel becamean extension of }he@oc‘ia] life of the community. Parti-

cularly when the te1ephone was not widely available, the technology

1

of the day and the geograpmc isolation rei €d the cultural barriers
that isoiate‘d‘ the community from its neighbours.BQ

Mbntreai] Junction was' a 'railway town' with a population drawn
from a partjéu]ar cultural milieu. This section has described the
physical origins of the Town as well as the geographical and technologi-
» » cal conditiqns under which it developed. Thus, a real estate developer

and the railway companies were responsiblefor the creation and establish-

me‘rSro f the Town. 4

The next 'section will consider the people "ho made up this commu-

v

nity. When.we {ater look at specific social structures that emerged, we
will .see that they were closely related to the cultural background of
the peopte, to the political economy of the Nation and to the position

L

of the An,glo—'S\axons in Cénada generally and Quebec specifieally. . -

© AR e e .
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B. The People 6f the Community

An examination of the ethnicity, religion, education, socio-
economic characteristics and housing and recreation of the people of
this community will show how closely the local inétitutioés were tied {5@@4
to their ethnicity and to the.political economic background.
¥. Ethnicity

The residents of Montreal West were either native 'AAq]o-
Canadians' or they were descended from English and Scottish immigrants.
Their 'inherited ideological legacy' or, as it has also been described,

their 'political baggage' included a loyalty to the British Empire.

& : v
John Hobson, quoting J.S. Mill, notes that

"A portion of/ﬁankind may be said to constitute a nation if they
are united among themselves by common sympathies‘hhich do not
exist between them and others. This feeling of nationality may
have been generated by various causes. Sometimes it is the effect
of identity of race and descent. Community of language and community.
of religion greatly contribdte to it. Geographical 1limits are one
" of the causes. But the strongest of all is identity of political

antecedents, the possession of a national history and conseguent
community of recollections; collective pride and humiliations,

e pleasure and regret, connected with the same incidents in the
past."32  J.s. Mill

. . The above elements of natioha]ism,'when seen along with' the
political economy which in turn hdd/géen S0 gtrong]y influenced by the
economic policies of Imperialism have great significance for the
pbliti%a] éu]ture Qj;&Qg people of Canada, Furthermore,, Guindon has
pqinted out that "their political socialization is a function of their

political dependencies.” 33 (

106 “ ‘
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individualist Scottish view expressed by Lord Chalmers.

107
. o

Coﬁsfdered in the light of the Canadian political economy, it is
not d1ff1cu1t to comprehend the strength of the 1nf]uence of the conserva-
t1sm of Edmund Burke upon the po11t1ca1 cu1ture,of the peop1e of the
commun1ty of Montrea] West. Burke envisioned a partjcular division of
function between ;he state and society. The staté,was to be .an instrument
of economic development involved in the expansion of production add in
thé division of labour according3tdﬁE]aSs. The differentiated rewards within
the productive process were to be an integral part of this system. The state
was a "Narrower construct involving govermnment - monarch, lords and commons -
and administration."34Whi1e society was»a'much broader coqcept\ it included
the economic relations ,social institutions and even}some elements of
the legal system: . In Burke's view, "the final d}jdmph of the great °
wheel of commerce" (was) the sole organizing principle of economic ]ifeJ'35
This was consistent with his opposition to all state charity and with the
36

Imperialism éave rise to a racial ideology to justify the in-
equalit} it fostered. The idea of social inequality was so deeply
ingrained in British society that th]e the French had accepted the
principles of the Rights of Man, the English were unable or unwilling
to do so.

The feudal concept of liberty was extended to the rights of
Englishmen. Edmund Burke had stated that the rights. of the English

constitution are an 'entailed jpheritance' aiven to the English people

by their forefathers and passed on through posterity. Burke defined

ia
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liberty as "the sum total of privileges inherited together with

title and‘]and.” It applied only to Englishmen and,‘acco}ding to Arendt,
" established the whole English people as a kind of nobility amoﬁg o
nations."37Disraeli substituted the concept of the Rights of Englishnen
for the ﬁore democratic French concept. This nobility of Englishmen
took on substance and meaning more outside England than in England it~
self. |
Being a British national in a colony tended to gmphasize the

. ~t . 38 , .
ethnic bond over class differences. The behaviour of the 'aloof ,

administrator' who clairmed his position by virtue' of the superior
civilization of his nation, and, therefgre, by his right of birth regard-
less of his personal achievements,’s a case in point. Arendt notes that,
insofar as the behaviour of British colonials was concerned "Bnly
S0 far from home ogould a citizen of England be nothing but an English-
man . . . In his own country, he was so entangled in economic interests
or social loyalties that he felt closer to a member of his own c1ass‘
jn a foreign country than to a man of anpther c]asé in his own." 39

The above attitudes provide the broader p%]itical Tegimations
for particular types of inter-personal relationships. The communjty o}
Montreal West emerged within the coﬁtext'of the British emnire and was
shaped by the political philosophy of the colonial administrators. The -
attitude of social superiority ingrained in the British political culture,
combined with the superiority of their educational system.was reflected
in the social distance which characterized relations between Montreal Westers

and the French-Canadians on the meighbouring ®arfsin their midst.40 On the

“other hand, their solidarity with members of their own ethnic‘grobp was clearly ’

evident in the financial and commercial institutions arid the voluntary asso-

ciations to which they be]dnged; for example, the Canadian Pacific Railway
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Company, the Bank of Montreal and the Young Men's Christian Associat*on.A]

In Montreal West too, the imperial bond crgated the soHWdérity that

‘existed between the Scottish and the Eng]ish; despite the’political diff-

» L

erences Between their homelands overseas. Also retated to the geographical ,
isolation and ethnic homogeneity of the comnunity, this social solidarity

" was reflected in the sense of injustice feft by-some residents: when one

of their own chose a mate from outside the local boundaries. ‘AQ

.The close imperial ties exhibited by the community 6f Montreal West
v ‘.
‘are most conspicuous. For instance, when the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria

/'ﬁ/

was celebrated in LondonLin‘1897, residents -of Montreal West attended
celebrations both 1oca11yﬂéad abroad. 5; the death'of Queen Victoria,

local citizens wore buttons with her picture surrounded by a large black

band. Similarly, while the-Boer War was considered a foreign gggf{ict in

some Canadian communities, ! in Montréa1 West it was perceived as a Fhreat

to the motherland requiring the help of courageous young msn who, as soldiers,

Pl

were greeted as patriotic heroes and martyrs.43
The Conscription Crisis in 1917 had its local counterﬁart. fhe
community was prominent in the military effort mounted to assist Britain
, in World War 1. 4% This mi]%tary participation, which included sending volun- . ,
teer soldiers was intensified as the extent of British reauirement became
known. -The local high school was used as a drill hall and the Younqg Men's
Christian Association in neighbouring Notre Déwe de Grace recruited and
trained young men from Montreal West and neighbouring coﬁ%unipies.45 The
growing number of war time casualties was felt deeply in the Town; many

L)

had gone but few retumed.
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Montreal*Westers 1ived in a highly stratified society and main-
tained a polite but distinct=social distance from those unlike themselves.

The few working-rlass families who worked in the railway yards do not

seem to have had any place im the social life of the community; not -even
' . > .o o

in the area of church participation. Social contact with the workers

in the one ]umber}éﬁd‘ip the Town, men who happened to be French-sdeaking.
was restricted toa wéek]y bridge-game with the French and Catholic
accountant of the {{qn.(}Communjcation%with the latter was always in the
English language wﬁj1e tﬁe manual workers were addressed in French.

The recreational 11fe was also culturally separate. 46 The 4
municipal building gddé Qaki inadvertently or otherwise, an

effective instrument for ‘social se1ectionﬁ] It controlled who could

and would build hpmes in the Town and ‘thus supported the social

]

-

'status quo.

e’

Outside the community, social relations were similarly strati-
fied. This sociafvdisfﬁnce was maintained within the Montreal business

community, where most of the nen knew one another or, at 1east of

48

one another and thelr.formal and informal 49soc1a] contacts tended

to maintain and perdefuate.the barryers between themselves and the

»

- The gociaT 1ife of tﬁe Erra) ish and the Scots was influenced by

- -~y
the str1ct class . gradat1ons whwch within the Calvinist trad1t1on,

are deemed to be of dmvwne appownxment Their social 1ife was of

-

ria rather sober nature since their religion taught that temperance,

. .

frugality, fide]ﬂty‘aqd justice were the surest method to promote

“
o
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outward prosperity.

The Engi%sh, as was reflected in the popularity of certain
religious developments, were enthusiastic’participants in woluntary
associations. Voluntary associations also flourished among the Scots.

, Amohg the Eng]isﬁ, the most commpn.vg1untary ;ssoqiations

were the Friendly Societies such as the 0dd Fellows and the Ancient
Order of Foresters, the latter being especially toncerned with insur-
ance. Among the Scots, interest in literature was strong, with the
"cult of Robbie Burns" leading to the formatin of Robert éurns
societies in'many parts of the world. Public¢ events would c¢lose with
his songs or with recitations of‘tis poetry.52

Keen vo1u6tary participation manifested i;se]f in a jove of
sport.4hqjjng, a game rooted in the ancient trades of stoﬁe—cu;ting
and stone—se;%'ng, was the national sport of Scotland: Golf also had
its roots in Scotland while tennis was basically an English gamé.
Lawn-bowling, a British game, was commo% among the classes which cou]dﬁ
afford the leisurely life-style. However, with the close contact exist-
ing between the two parts of the British Isles, the English and the
Scéts participated in all of these gaﬁes; ' |

Their enthusiasm for voluntary participation was ref]ectea in
Montreal West by. the adage that: !

"Everything comes to him who waits. More EOmes to him

who waitSLQn himself. Most comes to him who waits-on
athers. Y'~ ' , .

It was also réflected locally by the wide variety of organizatioﬁs in

this small community and by the Tocal political structure.S%

The TOWn exhibited a hioh degree of political sophistication,

]

remarkable for a community of its size and stage of development. The -

speed with whlch Tocal po]1t1ca1 structures were established to dea]

o

oz,
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with municipal problems and the progressive developments witHin these
structures, once established, are reflections of this sophistication"55
This political sophis;ication i§ not without deep historical
roots. According to Toqueville, the Engiish had applied the religious
values of the Reformation to the dovernment of the Puritans. Methodism,"
and to a lesser extent, other hierafchica] religious denominations,
were particularly influential in setting the cultural standards for

democracy.56 &&

On the practical level, democratic participation was acted out

}\

by ﬁembership in voluntary organizations. For instance, the Trade
Unions, the Friendly Societies, the Cooperative Societies, the Working

Men's Club, the Anti-Corn Law League and the Movement of the Ten Hours

. Act all brought changes which had been at the core of the Chartist move-

ment. These voluntary associations and movements had, as a latent function,

the development of a strong political consciousnégs'in the English

people. Similarly, this democratic style was repeated in the societies,

clubs, churches and infonma] neighpbourhood groups in which Eng]jsh men

and women joi;gp together for a common social purpose.57 ¢
This democratic tradition was reflected in the style of municipal .

government evolving in England. In 1835, the passage of the Municipal-

Corporations Act was an attempt at democratic distribution of power so

that towns might deal with their own social problems resulting from the

wide-spread industrialization. This legislation put power in the hands .

of the middle class and helped the latter build up a collective traditio#

~

/
of municipal se1f—government.58 Similarlyy Scot]and, as it became more

urbanized, also deve]oped a trad1t1on of municipal self-government. > 5

The pegple of the Town then had brought w1th themy among their
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'éo]jtica1 baacace', certain Fthnic characteristics which were 10 be_
reflected in ;he evolution of the community of Montreal West. Hot
urrelated to these ethnic characteristics was the religious backoround
of the people. 'F

John Kenneth Calbraith has observed a community of rural Ontar
irmigrants from Scotland, in the early part of the century. They
were very similar to the people of 'Montrea1fup<t. Their society
was highly stratified. The lowest class was categoriigd not only
by insufficient land but also by"laZiness, ignorance or the abuse of
a]coho]fBOAt the other extreme was the Man of Standing. The latter
required not only sufficient property to achieve this status. He

né285a to be educated, ambitious and abié to exercise self-control with

respect to alcohol. In addition, he required a large fami]y‘and'h

t

. , . : . €1
certain number of animals in this rural society.

However, a Man of Standihg had to earn his esteem. Galbraith

X

.notes

"A man needed to act on improvenment of the roads, the promotion
of telephone service, the cooperative purchase of tender wine
or the management of the Wallacetown Fair. He should certainly
serve on the Townships Council. It was also important that in
all his actionézhe bear in mind his neighbours' concern for
saving money." ’

There was a practical aspect to according esteem to Men of

i

Standing. Every community needs many community services and hiriag

a

them can become costly. According to Salbraith, "only a poor class

K

of talent is available for money. However, the rewards of honour and

esteem secure for the community the very best talent at no cost.

While not all qualified citizens were equally willing to volunteer

their services, they did recognize the importance of according honour
v 63

. .
and esteem to those who did.

Galbraith found that elections were a serious matter to the

10 ///;{

k]
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the above standards for social sta'tus ‘apply to Montreal West. .

Scots. Local elective offices tended to be given, as a matter of

t

course, to the Men of Standing. If some 1'11—1"nfor<med‘1'nd1'v‘1'dua1

who was unaware of his rank ran for office, he tended to suffer a disas-

trous defeat. b4

t

Aside from th& rural requirement of lahd which was
/translated in the suburban environment af the Town ‘to home ownership,

2

In this community,-service on the lecal council by "men. of standing'

1

was regarded as both an honour and as a civic responsibility. _when"

the Provincial qovernment introduced salaries for Comiissioners,
‘ {

\ . . B “
there was serious .objection by MontreaLWest's Commissioners to

the éxtent that Some members of tbé Commission threatened to resign in

. 65 L ’ . . .
protest. In elections subsequent to the introduction of salaries,
for many years, the town experienced a new difficulty in Securing a

full slate of candidates for Commission because it was no longer con-

sidered the public service it had been.

2. Religion —

The residents of hlontredi.b,dest were nearly all of ‘the Protestant .
religion66 An Arcrican study of "British ‘Imm'ig‘rants"' 'found thap Englﬁh
immigrants were most 1ikely to be either Anglican -or Me thodist, -

although many were also Pres'byte_rian, while those -from Scotland, as agmﬂe, ‘

67 /

were Presbyterian.”’ In the Town of Montreal West, this has indeed ben

the case, with the Presbyterians in the majority.

1

Cer;tain_e1ernents of each denomination have contributed tb" the. .

values of the people, The bmc.)rah'stic tone of the Church in this '.
co‘mmuni‘ty is ref]ected'in a ‘pas;.age by Comte quoted in an anniversary
booklét published by the local United Church

"that the Christian Church was to be judged not only

by the visible good which was produced but still more
. by the imminent evils which it silently prevented." gg
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The Presbyterians were adherents of the'Calyinist’dbct?ine’ofi“the.

priesthood of a11 be11evers " They therefore abo115hed al] distinction

between clerqgy and laity although they did set up a h1erarchy 1n their

ministries. Through th1s hierarchy, the’churcpes carrwed out the four”

divinely appointed tasks: "the ministry of word and'sacrament, teachfﬂg}

. .69
discipline and service.

John Calvin had mainteieed~that an elect group of people were

predestiﬁed to be saved by God's grace a}pne‘whi1e others were sinners

and would ultimately be damned.. He had favoured the perception of

p{ous labour as it was related to a man's calling in this world.70

“

These ideas of predestination and ta11ing.tended to ‘encourage
the acceptance of the gradations 1n'societylw1th good arace and support-

ed the hierarchical structure which came to characterize the government

. 7], - * ¢ 1
of the Presbyterian Church. , . )

1
~

. The Presbyterians, by definition, have a system of church govern-

“~

ment by presbyters or.e1dérs._ These elders are bote clerical and lay.

.

They maintain that decisions mus t ‘be reached'by the agreement of a majority

of a kirk session and by a majority of preébyters. Beyond this, égree-

ment of a majority of the congregation is required.l

‘This emphasis on lay participation has influenced the Protestant

»

attitude toward education, With the reformat1on, the B1b1e was‘trans1ated
from _the Latin into thevemacular 1anguages 50 that the believer could

read, and 1nterpret the B1b1e h1mse1f Presbyter1an1sm requ1red an

™ o

educated laity from whom e]den@wtould be drawn, men fit to work w1th the )

" »

ministers who, in Great Brwtaxmhat the turn of the century, had been
trained in the reﬁormed Scott1sh Presbyterlan un1ver51t1es 72

‘|he.Church has tred1t¥9na11ymhe1d a central place in the Scottish
- N . N ‘ - .
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: cu]ture It has been said that "the Presbyter1an Church has done

- .more to shape the character of- Scott15h Tife, of SCth]Sh po11t1ca1

/

- habits and social habits, than any other national 1nst1tut10n." 73
The, Methodists adhered to a slightly different interpretation
of Protestaﬁtjsﬁ. Calvin had declared that "justification for grace

’~was bestowed by Christ alone and that jt was vain and sinful for de-

v

generate “man to regard any act1on on h1s part as he]p1nq to secure

»

FOdIS grace." 74However the Method1sts had an 1mportant role for

~ ..worka as ae11 and it was by their conduct that Methodists were to be

distinguighed from other ’men.75

'Iﬁ contrast‘aithwthe Presbyterians, the Methodists did maken

a sharp’dislinct{on between ministers and the mass of laymen. The

‘a;ructbre of Methodism waa high]} ordered. Methodist societies

had at,first-ﬁéea compégbd of bands of five or ten mémbers all joined

1n4a common search for Chr1st1an perfection. The'Methodist po]ity

was:1ngra1ned with a superior sense of respons1b111ty according to

their place in the h1erarchy as band ]eaders, class leaders, stewards
1 N ! . s . . '

‘ and-PtherSAZG_ L ‘ o

"hethodism as a,segt~wa5'tp haaé an;éxtreme1; wide-reaching

~effect upan-the hiétahy of fng]ahd. While defendifg liberty in the form

of ffeedam of association,'whfch was so important to their existence,

f~taé.secté'joined with the national authorities to 1mpo§e a respect for

' the Chﬁi§£ian social order'.. As the Methodist apiritaanfi1trated info‘v

ahe ranks of the\Dissenters and throuéh the Evangelicals, into the

Esfab]ished Church, it impos;j/a new morality upon allclasses by means -

e b v s 7 .
of the agtivities of the voldntary associations. 7 In this way, the

t

gevotion to order vaich 1as tne backbone of the British hiqrarchical system

' :was forged not by the state but by the voluntary associations that:had

4 N »
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c1ose1y 1inked to those of the Furdn Cothohccnurch than to these, of the

£ 117

AY

Lecere an cutstanding ct.ar’acterﬂs’tic of modezm day England.

‘The Anghcans, on the oiher h;nd he’]d‘beﬁefs that were Tore "

3 ) 3

Fresbyterwans or le thod1sts Aotnough the-ﬂ.nghcans were not directly

affected by the educational ,?equir‘ements of the Fresbyterians or by

4the'str1’ct moral code of the Hethodié‘t& ‘they were, by reh"gion and by

natmnahty, more alike to the others than they were dn‘ferent since
they were aH Protestant m a” t1me when the cultura] borders be tween
England and ﬁcoﬂand were rather’ mdeﬁmte dnd Cross- poﬂmuatmn be-

tween’ the denominations .mev1table. Therefore, according to the Weberian

form of ana1y,\sis, ‘they are regarded in the, context of the Protestant religion.

4
“

’

vTh'ere grew up a mde redchmg mara] outlook which has been given

’ .79

-the label “The Protestant Ethwc A]thouqh predestination:was considered

1ts moét chaxactemstxc doctrme,"1t also 'avour‘ed tenperance ﬁdehty,

4

large families, frugahty and a preference for the smple pleasures as_

pnosedl to 1av1sh d1sp1ay Incorporutfng the Calvinist v pecessity
\ \ 3 + .

of proving one's faith in worldly activity,” success in oné's worldly
| <t -

, ca-]]ing was considered important altheugh w,ea]th i'tse]f is\bad ...in

f

so far.as it,is a temptatmn to idleness. and smfu] enjoyment of life. 8l

, 2

rIt~was oppgsed to ' 'the spontaneous engoyment of life anc} al ‘it had to -

82 o,

- of fer." : It is these cbncerva_twe vaTues wmch are reflected in the

w -

tone of ’Ehe Lommmaty of Montrea] West, -
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The 1oca1 pos1t1on on temperance 1s illustrated by the quick

18

formation of a committee to pet1t1on againt the grant1ng of a liquor
license to the Blue Bonnets Hotel in the early da¥5.83 Un§i1 a few
years ago,the one estab1ishmen§ wiéhin the municipal boundaries which was
permitted to dispense alcoho]id beverages was the Montreal West Curling
Chub.  The Jocal pizzeria is tne otheh. Fidelity was carefully maintained"’
within the confines of the church and the Town while breaches of. the
moral norm were tq]erhtéd by the comnunity-ﬁf.thex had been perpetrated
‘ in a neighbquring subyrb or in the down town area,
9 . )
Since success in one!s calling was considered to be a sign
of one's prgdestination among the elect, there was mich emphasis placed
on hard work in the effort to succeed in one's career andNoh financial

success as a symbol of the former. Montreal Westers oftén studied at

night both formally and informally. They were loyal employees of the

same firm for many years moving up vithin the company. From the ear]iést
- days, municipal _expenses Weré'closely watched by the local taxpayehs. Any
’ que§tionab1e’expen§es or incréases were strongly debatgdhat Commission.
nwétﬁngs: Frugalﬁty‘and simplicity hahe been the norm in the style of the
focal hemes, both inside and out ,'as well as in the local lifestyle.
For tnstance, air conditioning is offén considered an unnecessary extra-
7 vagance and home heatwnq is hnn1tored with care. 84/ ’
In Montreal West the church as an 1nst1tut1on was one of the
fundamental structures of the spciety. The church defined mghhersh1p
in a civilized society and one was\not aecorded esteem without being a

. 'mqmber.of the cthch. The very-life-cycle of birth and death were related

to thevchp}chz-ihe registry of births and deaths was maintained by a religious

‘
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the Church. Property deeds were reg]stered w1th the church and emp]oy-

v

b

g ' . 4

. ./ | . S 4 - ’ .119 .
authority ond of course burioj has\glways been condocted by‘re1jgious.ahqhoh—
ities in«cemeteries of specific religious designations. - In %he.eorlj days: !
hospitals were estab]ished’and‘operated by church—re]ated orgahizatioh;

, S0 that in t1me of sickness one always needed to be assoc1ated w1th

- ment and letters o¥.eference were oftenobta1ned through the Lhurch

or. through letters of referehce from the church. In éodition, the‘
church was the focus of near]y all vo]untary oroan1zatlons w1th1n the .
commun1ty and had c]ose 1nforma1 1inks w1th the Tocal schoo]

Moreover, the church served as a;]wnk with the ogt51de'fqh
this relatively iso1afed suhurb The churches worked c]bse]y with orqani—‘
zations sueh as the YMCA and McG111 Un1vers1ty, oflen d1rect1y through a
shar1ng of leadership. The Literary and Uebatan Soc1ety, as we]1 as the other

church organizations, d1scussed matters of lTocal interest which were often

taken up at‘the church services on Sunday.

. Re]igion had an important pTace ﬁn the famiiy']ife of this commuhjty. ‘
Weekly worsh1p was a strong Protestant trad1t10n especia]]y‘among fhe
Presbyterlans. Church was the meet1ng nlace for young people and the

loca]e of many courtsh1p5 Attwtudes establwshed w1th1n the Church were ’

deve]oped and re1nforced dur1ng ‘cooperative- partjc1pat10n in var1ous

’ church undertak1ngs such as fund raising, building and renovat1on

¥

The church fas also an 1mportant po11t1ca] force. For ins'tance,
the 155ueof conscr1pt1on found 1ts way 1nt08§he chirches, forc1ng the

res1gnatlon of one loca1 pac1f1st m1n1ster T Aga1n ‘when. the war }

[y

. Was over .in 1946, the. ra]]y1ngp01nts for the ]oca] commun1ty were the local

\

‘thurches. 6ne way that the church played thJs active role in.the socialiZation

of the members of th1s commun1;y was by work1nq c]osé]y w1th the var1ous othen
. . i ‘ )
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local institutions such as the schools and the voluntary organizﬁtion;t
both within and beyond its formal structures. In this way the churches
,‘he]ped to socia]ize‘the~yéu;h-to hold va]ues‘fbngruent with their

own and to mold the local population into close-knit and homogeneous

’groups whiﬁ; were to be ultimately united into one ¢lose community.

»
4
v
~
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3. Education

In studying the peop1e of Montreal: West with ‘regard t& their

S \ ‘ /

educatwon, it is necessary to look once again’at the1r h1sto$1cal back-

r

ground in order to see what cu1tura] Tegacy they brought here: from

-
»~

Great Britain. i .

In England, the idea of the ]ocaL'schBo]ihad been highly developed
and was a responsibility of the local govermment. 1In 1895, the Brycé

Commission Report empowered the Municipa] councils to Tevy a’schoo1'

b4

: ' 5
. tax.. This was a landmark document beCause it created the structure for
a ‘local primary and secondary sshool. The" 1dcal school incorporated-
. [ : 3
John Ruskin's ideal that education should be,re]atgq'to ehvironment,

a locality and its special conditions. - In the word§ of the Bryce' . .
P v '/ ) - ' ~1, :

+
1

"It would be a serious evil if education were allpwed to become :
" the business of the school-miaster alone, the more comp]ete]y it
grows into the concem of the whole people, an is made an inte-
.gral part of the common life and civ#l pplicy, the more it will
f]our1sh and the better it will become " g6 . -

As the nineteenth centuny ended the Board of Educat1on was
set up in ]899 and thiswas followed by the Education Act.bf 1902
which gave a new meaning and'coherénce to ]otal‘effofts; County
and borougﬁ councils were embd@grea‘to act as Lo;al Education Authd}i

ities. MWith this law, power had been transferred, in a large part,

! \
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from School Boards to county, county borough and urban district
councils whose duty it was to acquire & knowledge of the educational
¢equirements of their own areas. 87

By this time in Scotland, both primary wnd secondary
‘education were a legal obligation of.the state.88Financial suppart
was given only to "the schools of the Estéb]ished Church " while the
schools qugr Tocal control were abolished. These reforms were
apparently made for their economic value to the state. 82

In Scotland, where the Presbyterian religion was the official
State religion, education was looked upon as the improver of 'ankind
and was closely linked to the National Church?L)Since the Presbyterian
Churfh demanded an educated congregation, %he State's egbcationa1 |
system was highly developed. The school master was Tikely to be a

classical scholar and the schools were of exceptionally good quality.

The Presbyterian Reformation of the 16th century had left Scotland the

Jegacy of a parochial educational system which was, even in the eigﬁﬁeenth v

’
century, considered to be a rodel for the other European countries.

The model formulated by John Knox was - "a school in every parish,

‘ + n
high school or.college in cities and large towns_.and University education, -

9]

had been made the Scottish ideal. This was written into the laws in 1616

and reinforced in 1633, 1645 and 1696 so that by the culmination of the

seventeenth century, there were nine hundrgd and seven schools for a

s

population of about .one million.

~

. » By 1831, private scﬁooTs'had become quite common with one

quartér of these teaching Latin and mathématics and a smaller number

’

ge}ching Latin. Although it had ceriain weaknesses related to its

]

]
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parochial nature, this system was deemed far superior to.the char%ty
schools of England. As for non-academic education, Scotland had an
apprenticeshib system to t?'ain the non-inher%ting sons of farmers so
that they might acquire a marketable skill, that is to learn a trade
in order to support themselves . 2

The development of an educatﬁ_onﬂ system.did no't&*g‘ceive any-
where near the same degree of national encouragement in England as it
had in Scotland. The English philosophy of education‘ and their educa-
tional system itself have completely different roi)ts although with the
increase pf travel and communication which became so accelerated in the

e
nineteenth century, there was a transfer of ideas. Although the educa- "

1

tional traditions of England and Scotland seem to have their rqots in a
different era and in different sources before the twentieth century, both
% countries had more or Jess developed educationa] systems for the masses

- ! - p

although in each case they were closely linked to the national re]igion.g?’ﬂ

Due to the high priority a’C'COfded to education in the Presbyterian

Church and to the advances made in the educational system of Eng1and those

1

who came to Canada from the c1t1es of Great Britain and eventually settled

1'n~l.‘40ntrga1 Hest were'weﬂ-educated—. % In an age when illiteracy was

common, their education had automatically made'éﬂ them a national elite.”

Their clerical skills in the areas of'book-keeping and written corres-

pondence were in great demand in an ége which saw the rapid expansion of
bu%ine‘ss.' ‘
~ -H;Jwever, bey'_ohnd their academf&' skills, the. Séots had the benefit
of another iype of educa-tion as well. As a result Qf Scotland's eanlier

industrial successes in the area of heavy machinery manufacturing and

# ' o
~ . -
1]
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transportation,and as a result of the Scottish apprenticeship system,
those Scots who had come from the cities had a great aeal of practical
experience. In an aae when railways were at the heart of the economy,

) the Scots, as well as the English, knew how‘tc carry out the communi-
cations necessary to a railway and how to administer a business. Coming
to Canada, the British brought with them, their technical skill and
superior workmanship as well as the financial and commercial aptitude whiéh
had been developed there while there was no resident population with
experience in these areas. ‘

The high place accorded to education within the Protestant and

> ‘ 4
espefiaﬁly within the Presbyterian Church has set Fhe tone for the atti-

m:fﬁde towards education within this Town. It para11:1ed the accumulation

~of capital which had been considered &y Weber as a sign of one's having
been-designated as being among the elect. This was displayed formally
within the s%ructures of the Tocal schools and informally through the
supﬁort given ﬁy the church to the various local voluntary organizations
which were dedicated to some form of education. Religion and education
vere therefoﬁe closely tied to the cultural Tife of this community and
to the socialization of the residents.

The superior general level of education of this population is
particularly striking if we recall that they were surrounded on all sides
by the French Canadian agricultural populations for whom superior 1iterary
education was available only in the classical colleges and was reservéd
for those entering the professions and the c]ergyf‘yhether in Cote St.
Luc, Notre Ddéme de Grace or Ville St. Pierre, the residents were

A ‘}?

t
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Roman Catho11c ‘and did not at that time have a public school system

Partly duefto the above situation; the Catholics had a lower standard

of education. %

:The.requirements of the Presbyterian religion allowed less
room{fer dev%ance from its educatioeal norms than any ofﬁthe other
re1igi0u§‘denominations within the406mmunity. Since one had to be
quite'ﬁiierate in order to participate in the church's activities and
s1nce aT] members were expected to do so, 1111teracvf3r even a Jow level
of ]1teracy would have implied exclusion from the social life of the
cpmmunlty,‘ope which was so much connected to church related activities.

+".Education was recognized by the residents of the Town both as

3

ah.onJgoiﬂg actiyity and as an avenue to success in business . More than
j‘once, 1oca] suceess stories included self-education through home studies

as we11 as attendance at night school in order”to upgrade one's education.

P
~ Ihe . N

e &
4, Socio-Ecunomic CharacterTstics L,

The soc1o econﬁmlc characterlst1cs of the people who estab11shed

this communlty are very much related to. their ethnicity, religion and

education and at the same time to nat10na} and-1nternat1ona1 conditions,

kY

The™ over r1d1ng element was the ethn1c1ty of the peop]e of Montreal Vest

- ~

which united them w1th the dominant economic forces in the ﬁand

The\partJCJpat1on in the various local voluntary associations

had repercussions for the economﬁc position of the residents. For

5,

1nstance, the verbal sk1lls’deve1oéed in debatlng and discussion as well

as in the presentatlon of papers ora]Ty, as was expected in

1

Ty ST
.




* that of audit clerk.
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the Literary Society, prepared them for positions in management and

P

~ participation in the upper corporate levels., Again, committee work

of a financial nature reinforced skills related to fina p'a1 decisions

in business. ~

The school and the other socializing institutions, particular-
ly those of an academic nature, provided a philosophical orientation
to middle class occupations so that aﬂﬁﬁy inundated by these community
vatues and influences would become 'success oriented'. The lifestyle
enjoyed by this population, allowing leisure time for horticultural
interests, curling, tennis and golf also was based on the assumption
of a particular type of occupation and a pdarticular financial standard.
At first, the corvwmity wes meinly agricultural. For instance,
of a total population of twenty three, the occupations of the local resi-
dents were as follows:
1 Professor {McGill Normal School)
2 Hotelkeepers ,
11 Farmers Y~
1 Joumalist
1 Bookkeeper
1 Gardener
4 Railway Engloyees
1 Minister 9
However, the Canadian National Raijlway had tracks adjacent to the growing
community and a station on its edge so that, as time went on, the Canadian
Natijonal Railway was to employ a substantial number of local residents.
Many others were to be employed by the Canadian Pacific Railway where, with
the predominance of Scots in key positions, Montreal Westers were at an
advantage.99 The initial purchasers of the group of twenty five
lots were followed by other railway men. As the facilities of the

community improved and the cost of real estate rose, the status of the

community rose too so that it soon attracted persons in positions above

125
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Similarly, many of the nmen participéted in other national corpora-
tions so that their place in the economy was essentially that of ‘organi-

zation men' even when they had set out working at the clerical level and

had gradually climbed the corporate 1adder.]0] - ’ )
Foriinstance Charles Ballantyne, having set out as a clerk with

the’ Sherwin w111iansbPaint Company eventually purchased that company and

took over many other national corporations. His brother James had estab-

~

lished a plumbing and heating supplies company, did a plumbing instal-

" lation for the Post Office and went on to install numerous plumbing

systems in federal buildings across Canada. —
There was a definite‘correspondence between the community's
leadership and those in highly placed - economic positions with the national

corporatiOns.w2 The .occupations of the members of the local municipal

adminisﬂg;tion reflect this ru]ationship.]03

The heuses of this community were ‘quite distinctive in appear-
ance in contrast with other communities of this period. According

to one local ob?erver,

"Here istg crowding of houses, no long rows of tenements,
no sky-scraping flats but beautiful little residences,
subdued in taste and cosy in appearance."

The architécture of these homes, with their clapboard exterior and
wooden verandahs and dormer windows, was reminiscent of Victorian
England or of New England and their size was often substantial by

today's standards. While not many of the homes were built on three

lots, the use of.a aohble lot was common and many of the older homes

s
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to this day have~maintained this extra lot as a garden.
The cultivation of a garden ha?a]ways had a special place in

e

this town. The local residents have always taken much pride in well-

v

tended gardens. This is a reflection D,f‘the beauty of English gardevns

and of the Protestant concern for success-and orderliness. This ;/Hh'é

is still so strong in this-community that one. of its residents wa ‘

moti‘vated to leave the commun%ty and 71‘\/9 in a home withmut~a_9/arden in
order to escape what he felt to be the hurden of communit& pressuvre»to
maintain an attractive garden. The fact that fine gardens were always
considered importané in this town is remin'iscen’g of the Enqh’sr; Garden
Movement. 109 From the earliest years, the C‘ana\dianuPaciﬁc Railway
Company had always maintained a lovely garden inl‘t;w‘ front of its
station in the town and it only abandoned this tradition as é _w-a‘r— K

106 116 1ocal horticultural society also did much to

time economy,.
encourage the tradition of gardening‘in this community. 107 Every

house in the town had a garden and even to the present time, when a

new house 1is buﬂt,' the owni:r is giveén ‘a tree by the Town to plant

in his garden. /'

Even at thé muﬁicipa] level, the appreciq’tion 6f horticulture
has been developed.here over the years. The Townhas always‘maintained
a fine green-house where the,pJants for the local parks are grown. It
is evident that a great deal of effort has been expended on the planting
of formal gardens outside the Town Hall and at the Town's" memorial park,

whicn is dedicated to the local war heroes. These are also the respon-

g

—,
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sibﬂity of< thé.municipa] s-téff'and)have aTwa};’s béen quife impress.ive

.in a‘pp‘eara'nce.‘ — ‘
| The housesljn 'tHi& &orrmuﬁity are- of a fine q‘uah'ty.108 ‘

They have always been<owned rather than rented, for the. most part.

Especially if we recall the fact that credit was very tigﬁ,£ atlthe

-

“turn of the century, we can not help but recognizeathe implications

- of owning a ‘fine two-storey- house on a double lot, without any

A

mor’tggée,for the socio-econormic Tevel of the residents.

6. Vo]hntary Associations and Recreation »\f#

4

The voluntary associations were established in such a way that
they meshed well with the economic system and their religious creed.

© The yecreational activities in the Town Fpear to-he a reflection

| 3

- . ‘ y

of the residents' ethnicity and of their place in the political economy.

j%th respect to sports, the Scottish sport of curling as well as the
/ 3
<" English sports of gqolf, tennis and gymastics were all quite impegtant
f‘ to the recreational life of the Town. Many of the residents were

actively involved iyn public speaking so that local clubs dedicated to

literature, debating and public speaking flourished here fof many yeérs.

In this way, an advantage which the residents inherited with respect to

the language of business could be cultivated and used to still furthér;

.

e

. /7
advantage in the world of business to which this population beTenged/

‘ fa e ¥ .
Friendly societies were also a carry-over of the ethnic hem’tage./ English,

Scottish and Welsh members of the secorid largest Bri_tish.Friend‘ly
Soc\iety, the Ancient Order of Foresters, pTanted this socjety in
Arericaduring the 1870's. 00 . . RN

<
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Other lccal 6§;anwzatwons werg'dedicated to service to others. -
Religion had dictated the<doing'of éood works ?]OWhether w1th16 the
Structures of the ladies’ éhurch societies or w%thwn'the structure
of the Rotarx C]ub;lWhich ta; ecsentially a business -rens’ zesociation,
public service was consicered an importaﬁt part of this town's recrea-
tional Ihfe. While the Rotary Club had been instrumental in founding

what 1is now the McKay Centre for the Deaf, the\ Yeung Men's Association

’

tion of St. Philips Church had been an early patron of tHe Institute
for the Blind, a }forerunner of today's /I-i'ontma'l Fesociatiaon
“for the BHnd.H](\

The wonen of the community obtained their social status through
their kinship ltinks. Therefore, when a man was an importgnt member
of‘ the comnunity, the female members of his family tended to hq]d.,
impojrtant' positions in the churches and >1'h the local voluntary organiza-

tigns. - The Women's rituals included concerts, debutant teaes-and enter-

] , . 112 )
taining on ‘'at home' days. ~
Their dife style aave rise to a housing patie;"n typical of the
. . , S 113
community. There was a selection process in operation here. When

5

Armstrong and Cook, the Tocal real-estate company, ‘advertised their

Tots, they suggested that they were available at & reasonable cost

and suitable for modest two-storey homes in close proximity to the

downtown business distric"c.'”4 Its residents did in fact come
~ 19

td be those who required a modest two-storey house, one which was

comfortable but not Yuxurious. They were émployed in the offices

" at Windsor Station or at some other downtown bus;{r}gss Tocation.

b
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Those who wanted to be on the train-route and clese to

downtown but could afford to be in Westmount or closer to the business

d1str€ct generally did not move to this fledgling hénmuﬁity, nor

did those who belonged td a re]igiéus denomihat}on o} ethnic group
which was not served by the existiné Tocal churches. Since most
of»gbe1]0ca1_§cﬁ1vitje§ were arranged by efither the’Presbyterian or

the Ang11can'Church, th1s latter consideration was certainly realistic.
These observations lead us to consider the selection and socialization

processes which have given théAcommunity of Montreal VWest its unique

. i ! r ¢
character.. 4
L™

There were occasional breaches of the legal norms within
; .

{ .
the ‘conmunity itself. However, the Town had a local police force so

that’ rather than arrest and publicly shame, a breach of the law Was' .

treated by bringing home the offender with “the admonition that he was
1 b ) )

“not to repeat tﬁe offence. In this way a your# boy apprehended steal-

ing or an adult found inebriated did not become defined as a juvenile
delinquent or as a common drunk as he would be in a Tess' protected
environment.. With the cooperation of the Tlocal police force, the/

comminity was, therefore, able to maintain its appearance of Presbyterian

.

respectability and the individual was given the opportunity to merd

his ways and to avoid the social definition of a deviant.115

However, those who did not attend church and wHo§e occupation

-

and financial position tended to set them apart from the majority of

3

the members of this community tehded to be on the ﬁé%iphery of the.

coﬁmgnity in every-other sense of the word as well. It was as though
116

v

they simply had never existed.

Pl




Th1s was a commun1ty where 1ega1 and moral norms were"
str1ct1y enforced Here was no anOnym1ty for these who broket‘
the faith, wheﬁhen in terms of church attendancez marwta] fmdeLi%y, '
temperance or even'in the behaviour of their.children: Being such
a small and iso]ated town:'it was easy to bbserue,dny.deuiance from
the accepted norms of the commun1ty and the threq; of echus1on from -
the all-embracing commun1ty was usua11y sufficient to ensure conformity . k

However, afn out1et was requ1red from the strict Presuyterlan ‘

moral code of this community. The image of 'mora] perfectjon' yjthin

the community required the acceptance of misdeméanors soUTong'as they ‘

+

-

- were done outside of- the watchfu] eyes .of the commun1ty 1tse1f For
instdnce, if one occas1ona1]y chose to over- step the bounds of pro- o
pr1ety by going over the h1]]‘1nto the neighbouring work1ng c]ass
commun1ty of Ville St. Pierre, this could be tolerated. Dedp1te the
fact that local gossips quickly notjfied one's fr1ends and nelghbaurs - E ;,
that*norms had been broken, if the formal réqumrements of the commun1ty 'l ’ " '

N

were met,” for 1nstance if ome had bEen at church w1th one's. fam11y

7’

on Sunday, then much eould be- forma]ly over]ooked . ', ‘ v .

The sect1on dealing w1th the peop]e ef Montrea] West has ‘described

LY

the‘sett1ng at the ]arger 1eve1 It has cons1dered the geograph1ca1 or1glns A

of this community along with the cultural and especaa]]y the po11t1ca]

3

'baggage' which the people of this community had*brought with them a§ part “

~

of their ethnicity. In that context, it discussed various social charac-
- ’ . - . . B
» teristics such as patriotism, political sophistication, réligious dedi-

cation and emphasis ypon education. As _a part of the discussion of the

/

<

4
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socio-economic charactéristics of these people, it described how L .
the ethnicity, religion\and education of this popu]afion was related
to the national and international conditions. It'has'sho&n Montreal ™ =«

West to be a result of such national phenomena as the cpnstruction'of‘

S K

the railroads, Confederation, the National Policy and the privileges
of the British. This.section has also located Montreal West within the =

Jarger urban ecology of.Montreal and has.shown the Tlink between

Montreal West's population apdlfhe Bu§iness and financial distrjct in

‘the urban centre. o ,

» + N . . N . '

The next section will look at the specific social st(ucfurés

0
.

within the commuhity itself and‘%e]gte them to some of the above

-«

“elements. This will illustrate how the }ociety which was established -

i

here is a reflection of the people who established it.

. A ' ‘ 1
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- l-Totes to Chapter Three' -
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' - . . ! !
Population of Geradian Gities, 1891 - 1831, . 1

iggl o900, 190 1921 - - .
Montreal ¢ 219,616 - 328,172 490,504 618,566 '
Toronto 181,215 2097882~ 381,833  521,893', . ;
Vancouver . 13,709 29,432 120,847 163,220 ‘ . _
Winnipeg 25,639 . 42,340 136,935 179,087 ° !
in Brown and Cook, Canada ]896—]921,p1 98, ™ . - .

t . .,. , &, N )
G According to the observations made by the Commission of Conser-..

vation, "Industrial smoke disfigures buildings, impairs the. health of
the ‘population, renders the whole city filthy, destroys any beauty
with which the city may neturally be endowed and tends to make it a
squalid and undesirable place of residence, and this at a time when

- economic influences are forcing into our cities an ever increasing 1+’

proportion of our population. '

Ibid, p. 99. :

Map of Montreal, 1979, p. 89. i
Ibid, pp.100 - 101. .. R
Ibid, p. 100, L v AL
Ibid, p, 101. < S .
Ibid, p. -101. - .
Ibid, p. 101. \ .

i
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. Theyconcerq among the Scottish elites for the preservatipn .
of §h91r gu!tunal 1q¢ntities is discussed in T.W. Acheson, “The Chaﬁging
.Soc1$8 Origins of the Canadian Industrial Elite," pp. 156 - 157. '

This name is sometimes spelled Decary.

. 13
}
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~ Although records of Dr. leach's three marriages include refer-
ence to a young dauohter‘hvmg with her nother in Montreal, in The
History of a Diocgse af Montreal, there seems to be no mention of 7

the latter’ v \

]’2 As indicsted by the map, the road ran along the top of the
estavprent-atong what 1s now Unpér lachine Road and passed 1n front
of the site of the present Town Ha'll along feston Ave‘nue’, then went .
steeply down the back to Ville St. Pierre. Archives: Montrea) West )
Historical Society. '
13 ;'mdvev' byfe addressed the Muntreal vest C3ti iati
& : .y > Montre nest Citdze g
on 'the Ear]_y History of Montreal West. | Lrecord of Q?SAZZ?&::]?Q
available in "Footpath Only I'cans of Travel Here in Early,1700's". The
vestiard Hdews, Spril 4, 1962, op. 3-4. -pechives: Montreal West
Historical ‘Society. . . -
14 This was located at what is now 100, Faston Avenue.

]S'At this time, the Canadian Pacific Railway purchased from the
.Leach family the right of way as well as the land over the edge of
the escarprent beyond Eedbrooke Avenue, thus cutting the Leach farm
mnto three parts. They built two wooden trestle bridges in ‘order to
provide actess to the rest of the Tarm. Thesd were tom down
after Kor1& War 1.  The r&1lway crossing at SJKE‘A was to become
Fenwick and Crescent Avenues beeame a contentnous tssue,
After the Leach property had been developed cn& settied, the
(amadian Pacific Railway: clained '1’t‘w}o\s~ no loncer obliced to provide access
and -it was closed. However, as the inittal agreernent 1s worded, no limit-
ation or conditions had been placed on the maintenance of the crossing.
Mr. leach was distressed by this change as he felt it would be detrimental
to the development potential of his land. T

) - 16 Records of the Canadian Pacjfic-Railway indicate that it was not
until Windsor Station and the access track out to Montreal Junction was
completed in 1689 that any form of service competitive with the Grand
Trunk Railway could be offered. ;

"7 This must have also been & link to the Lachine Canal.

18 The diary of Mr.. W.J. Percival indicates that he, afBNe Wi th
Mr. £.J. Bedbrooke, were these two first purchasers. However\ there-

does not appear to be any further record of specifically what assistance
was actually given by the r‘aﬂv’xgc,gompany. W.J. Percival, Diary.Archives:

Montreal West Historical Society. ' :

19 Their agent in Montreal was J. Cradock Simpson and Co. of Saint
James Street. o .

", 20 .the -Arms trong and Cook Real Fstate Company was a descendant of
the old British colonization companies. It is in this context that a
law student, James Armstrong,and a merchant, John Jeremiah Cook,joined
with several other individua?s as the York Farmers' Colonization Company in
1882 for the purpose of gcguiring land and for the colonization and selling
of this land, Theigh %i’a] _purpose was"to encourage and promote immigra-

tion and, such capi s as may be deemed expedient in promoting the object
of the company.™ o . . :
Four years later (July 26, 1886) in their Partnership Declaration, they

-~

b3

-

¥




- ) " ' . 135

stated that as of March Ist of ‘that year‘ ‘they had been operatinQ
as the only partners in the firm of Armstrong and Cook as
brokers. Mereover, in the‘Tononto Business D1rectory of 1888, their

function was listed simply as real estate.

Letter, fipril 4, 1977, Archives of ontario, Ministry of’ Culture

" and Recreatwon, Archives: Montrea] West Hlstor1ca1 Society.

20 The. 1and was sold at ten. cents per square foot and the terms were
3 of.the price in cash and-three years tb pay the balance, with interest
at 6% half-yearly. Source: Archives: Montreal West Historical Society.
: 21 David Watson, Armstrond.and Ceok - Land. Deve]opers" The Infoﬁabr
Montreal West, February 75, Vol. 3, no. 4, p. 3. .

v Bopidl e 3.

) Reco]]ections of Mrs. ‘Reekie, grandaughter of J.J. Kirkpatrick,
one of the first mayors (1900-1901) and wife of Alistair Reekie,

former mayor (1906-1907). - .
. 24 This was a cement swim tank purchased and, installed by Mr. Kirk~

N

. pa@ryck when one of his grandsons was striken by polio.

25 Marion Johnson. "Bear ,Dances and Strawberry Jam" The Informer.
March g974 Vol. 2, no. 5, pp. 10 12

“Footpath:Only Means “of Tlave] Here in Early 1700's," The West-
werd News, pp -4,

: “This is excluding the.large tract which was to become the Sortin
golf course own°d by the Canadian Pacific Railway. -

8Robert Park's definition of 'natural area' is that natural areas
are areas of popu]at1on segregation. He notes that:
"The general effect of the continuous processes of invasions and
accomodations is.to give to the developed community well-defined areas,
each having its own peculiar selection and cultural characteristics.
Such units of communal life may be termed "natural areas" of formations,
to usé the term of the plant ecologist. 1In any case, these areas of
selection and function may comprise many: subformations or associations
which become part of the organic structure of the district or of the
commun1ty as a whole.

~

R.E. Park B.W. Burgess, and Roderick D McKen~iz, Tﬁg_gity, (Chicago:
University of Ch1cago Press, 1925), pp. 6 - 7.

29 In 1909 they operated as far as Elmhurst Avenue and by 1912 they came

as far as Westminster Avenue. Thes®yere modelled after the Scottish
streetcars.

30'some of the early local telephones hdd been-installed by 1900.
However, even then sorfie conservaiive residents, .for instance, Andrew
Fyfe, refused to have one installed.
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" The History of Quebec, p. 160

t 49

31
32
33

. Guindon,"The Modernization of Quebec and the Legitimacy of the
Catadian State," p 243

Wh1taker, ”Images of the State in Canada," The Canadian State p. 30
Hobson Imper1a11sm p. 5. \

34 Reg wh1taker, “Images\of the State,f”The Canadian State, p. 32.
3 1bid, p. 3. N
% see poar. - L
37 Arendt, i@ggri§1ism, p. 56. - ‘ , ' ' r
% bid, p, 2. - - .
3% abid) p. 340 : s
40

. .Social d1stance is an 1nteract1on effect between in-aroup solidarity
of one's own group and that of the other ethnic group.

This 'aspect of solidarity will be discussed further when social
networks are cofdsidered on pn. 128197,

* See.Brown and Cook, Canada 18961921, pp. 250-271 and Bergeron’,

-

3 In,November of 1900, "3 receptwon was given to a few returned
men in Aberdeen Model School; Soldier Wilkins who lost a “eg and
soldier Bamford . . ." Speeches by J.J. Kirkpatrick, Mr. McClatchie,

"Mr... Griggsy Mr. Wilkins and Dr. Ke11y marked the occasion. The

source for the above: is “Hemor1es of Long Ago, Montreal Junction-Montreal

West: 1893-1900" written by Carmen Thouret K1rkpatr1ck who grew up

in the town in its early years and returned to marry a son of one of
the earliest mayors (Her son-in-law was also a recent mayor).

- 44 This was a contrast with the attitude among the French Canadian
Nationalists ‘who were opposed to Canadian military participation in what

-, they pereeived to be a European war.

5 See pp. 18¢-188. \ %

46 Appendix i ' . )

47 see p.206.
48 'Formal' refers to the}church the school and the. .voluntary organizations.

“Informal' refers to social affairs such as”weddirngs, or, for ladies, "
"at home' days and 'debutante teas'.

_5Q\E\rny Miller, The New Eng]and M1nd (Boston: Beacon Press, 1961), . 138.
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51 Rowland Tappan Berthoff, British Immigrants in Industrial America,
1790-1950 (New York: Russell and Russell, 1953), p. 179.

'his may have been a reflection of Scottish nationalism since
Burmns was a poet yhose themes dealt with his love for his homeland.
Ibid, p. 68.

A Y

3-Montreeﬂ West Monthly, March 1971, fiolume 1, No. 2.

54 The population was very much involved in the political life of
thé community.

5 gee pp. 143-147.
56 1bid, pp. 68-81.

7 1Ibid, pp. 76-77.
58 bkartin,Where London Ends, pp. 114 - 115.

.58 Lythe and Butt, The Economic History of Scotland, p. 138.
60

. John Kenneth Galbraith, The Scotch (Cambridge: The Riverside
Press,Boston:- Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1964) p. 44.

61- Ibid, p. 52.
62 1bid, p. 55.
63 Galbraith, The Scotch, p. 56

To this day, the degree of volunteer involvement in the Town of Montreal
" West remains high. The neighbouring community of Cote St. Luc employs

» far more recreational personnel in its community programs.
64 1bid, p. 67. ‘ ?
This was indeed the case in Montreal West in a municipal election severdl
years ago. The candidate was not of the Christian faith and therefore
had not been accepted as a man of standing locally. Political pressure

was therefore exerted to assure the town that inappropriate persons °
would not serve. /

65. Harold M. Laughlin, Secretary-lreasurer of Moptreal West,
February 15, 1981. Telephone Interview.

66 :

6- sge Appendix II. « .
p{%/JVfBerthoff, British Immigrants in Industrial Ameri i 1700-1950, -
pp<] 155 .

- 156.

v

v 68 One Generatjon unto Another, Montreal West United Church .
The hierarchy went from pastors to doctors, elders and deacons.

69 Albert-Marie Schmidt, Calvin and the Calvinistic Tradition .
(New York: Harper and Brothers, Lonaon: Longmans, 196U, p. 98,

0 Perry Miller, The New England Mind, pp. 40, 41. P
71 Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Sprit of Capitalism:

~

Thi
Modern Culture, trans. by Talcott Parsons, foveward by R.H.Tawney , p. 103.
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72 For further discussion of Scotland's highly-devéloped national
system of education, see Wilson, The Chartist Hovement in England, pp. 9,19,

Reid, Scotland Past and Present, p. 70. .

73 The chief reason the Scots of the 17th century had accepted |
Parliamentary union with England and thereby the liguidation of their !
own national state wasin order to safeguard thedw pational church
of Scotland against .the danger that Roman CatEo]ic Steward kings might
return to the Scottish throne. . )/

74-Re1d Scotland Past and Present, qb 68-70.

75 Bernard Semmel, The Methodist Revolution, (New York, Basic Books
Inc., 1973), pp. 10, 1] 7.

76 1bid, pp. 114 -115.

77 Flie Haldvy, The Birth of Methodism in England (Chicago and
London: The University of Chicago Press, 1971) pp. 11, 12, 51.

78 Max Weber tried to construct tools for a sociological understanding
of reality. His ideal types are constructs which distort reality in order
to yield a rational understanding or Verstehen. These constructs are
judged on the basis of whether or not they are heuristic rather than for
their truth of falsity. Just as Weber did not regard it as necessary
to break down the Protestant religion in its constituent groups, so this
writer too feels that when Protestant1sm is being used primarily as a
heuristic device to describe a community, a discussion of those elements
which are excgptions to the genera]izatjon would be counter-productive.

73 Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism and

the Economic and Social Life in Modern Culture, pp. 91, 126, 154-155, 180, 183.
80 Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Cap1ta11sm, pp. 98, 103
8V 1pid, p. 163. oo
82 Ibid, p. 166. |

83 According to the recollections of Andrew Fyfe, the on® local estab11sh-

ment which sold alcoholic beverages was the Half-House Tavern, run by a

Mr. Charbonneau. It eventually burmt down with its owner making no attempt
to put out the flames. See p. ]18.

84~ See p. 117. o

K

gg Interview with the dauahter of an early resident. Anon,-19883.
Martin, Where London Ends, pp. 188-193

8 Ibid, m.188-192.

8 This was as of 1902.

gg Tuchman, The Proud Tower, p. 412.

. Acheson, "The Social Origins of the Canadian Industrial Elite 1880-
1885" p. 46.

9 Wilson, The Chartist Movement, pp. 9 - 12. N
92 This system, perpetuated in Scotland's industrial period, provided
Scotland with a continous skilled 1labour force. N
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33 Tuchman, The Proud Tofer, p. 412.

8 see pp.115, 120-12%.

25 Census of Canada,
Table Q - Educational Status indicates that Quebec, of a total population
between the ages of 20 and 29, 125.59 to 1,000 of the population could read
and write and of a total population between the ages of 30 and 39, 80.57
could read and write. : ’ -

%6 State public schools were going to be English and therfore fearing
religious and cultural assimiliation, the church resisted the organization
of a public school system. '

97 See Appendix 11 {
98 Lovell's Directuny, Montreal, vols. 1890-1925.

9 See Appendix II.

100 1454. -

101 As shown in Appendix Il,of an approximate total of 330 names with
known occupations, by 1917, 87 had become executives while only 38 worked
for the railway. -

102 This refers to the Mayor, the Commissioners and the heads of volun- -
tary organizations.

103 See pp. 194-195 and Appendix 1. ,

104 Newsletter published by the St. Philips Young Men's Association,
July 1911, Volume 1, number 6. 1

105 w1pe penguin Dictionary of Architecture," 1966, uses both
terms: 'Garden City' and 'Garden Suburb'. It notes that "The first

garden suburb in England were Port Sunlight and Bounville, but the
first English specimen is the Hampstead Garden Suburb in London, started
in 1906. In Germany, the most interesting is . . . at Hillerau near
Dresden and begun in 1909.

According to "Everyman's Cong¢ise Encyclopedia of Architecture,”

the term Garden City comes from a book by E. Howard of England published
first in 1898 as Tomorrow: A Peaceful Path to Real Reform and then again in
1902 as Garden Cities of Tomorrow. It referred to an 1deal community such
that "on its outer fringe were f3ctories, warehouses, etc. and surrounding
the whole town was wide agricultural belt of 5,000 acres to provide
vegetables, fruit and milk as well as healthy country surroundings, for, an
assumed urban population of 30,000."

Martin S. Briggs, Everyman's Concise Encyclopedia of Architecture

(London: J.M.\Dent and Sons, Ltd. , 1960).

106 This refers to World War II.
107 ee pp. 181-182.
108 cee np. 172-&73.

109 ¢ thoff, Br

1o See pp. 115-1

m The McKay Center\at the time had been known as the Montreaf Oral

School for the Deaf. N .

tish Immigrants #n Industrial America, 179-1950, p. 180.
) - .
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~”2 This can be seen in the later se®tion which giscussz?s the specific
voluntary organizations, pp. 128-129. Also, see Appendix II.-

For instanse, Mrs. Thouret's at home day was every second Thursday when she
served mipature home-baked cakes and her guests left calling-cards. With
respect to debutante teas, records indicate that a Mrs. Reid of Mansf1e1d
Street was hostess-in 1904 at a tea for the debut of her nieces, Miss
Kirkpatrick of Montreal West and Miss Mills of Liverpool, England.

113

political economy when credit was highly restricted and when one would
have great difficulty in obtaining a mortgage. Most homes here were
therfore purchased for cash. Those who could dfford to live in this
community, which had very few rental homes, were therefore a rather select
group.. One illustration of this observation is that when a local resident
" saw .a downtown medical specialist, she was informed that the rate for .
Montreal Kest resi dents was particularly high.

114 See p. 100.

15 ,Jo this day, Ron Fitzgibbon, formerly with the local police force
as a sergeant and since the removal of the local police station, chief of
fire protection, was involved with juveniles. In earlier years, he
organized boxing sessions in which he involved youths who had been involved
in trouble with the law. To this day, he is active among local troubled
youths such as’those who are having drug-related problems.

16 There were some local railway-yard workers within this cateqory.

-

We ought to bear in mind here that this was a period in the Canadian °
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on with its various duties.

Chapter Four
The Institutions and Social Structures

of the Town of Montreal West

1

ki

The residents of this community possessed certain values

and attitudes which were to influence the local institutions and

social structures. Furthermore, their ethnic origins were to
t

-

influencenthe type.of community structures which the residents would
wish to see evolving in Montreal West. This can be seen in the struc-

tures pertaining to religion, education, recreation and housing. A];b,

their historical experience in Great Britain was to serve them well

‘in the establishment of a local political structure and in carrying

\

The socio-economic status of the residents was influenced by

‘the{r ethnicity and religion. A comparison with the industrial elite

will help to establish the scha] position of the residents and to illus-
trate the many ties which the residents had with this economic clas;.

1t will, therefore highlight their access to certain occupations aﬁd thus,
often to a high degreé-bf social mobility. Also, a comparison with _
other Montrea}pqpulafioﬁs will help us to locate the socio-economic

status of the residents, showing their privileged position in compari-

-~ N
e L
~

son with other communities. ~
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A..Ethnic Ties ' -

v \

. b .
The residents of the community were to establish a netiork

'of Tocal institutions and social structures which reflected their
ethnic origins and their close ties with Great Britain. The municipal
administration, the churches and the schools were all related to the
ethnicity of the popd]afion. The relationship between ethnicitv and
‘mobility 1slguch tﬁat occupations and socio-economic status

-4
are also reflections of ethnicity. Political sentiment is often a

function of ethnicity. Local participation in the First World War
in support of Britain 1lustrates this relationship. I£ was also
“clearly }eflected by the women's activities within their orqénizations.}
Maftin has noted that in nineteenth century England, "Religion,
education, recreation and the common courtesies and decencies of 1ife
(had all given) way in the face of overwhelming factors.”2 It-would
seem that the citizens of this new community did not wish to see Montreal
Wes;fpara11e1 the deterioration in the social tenditions of the 'old
country'. However, they did wish to perpetuate the progressive cﬁanges
which had occurred there. In this community, tﬁere was Q high degree of
involvement in local voluntary organizationsi Also, this enthusiastic

voluntarism was reflectéd in the spirit of cboperation which characterized -~

local community life,

kMY ' c R e o




referréd to as Montreal Junction . However, when the naming of the.'_

143

B. Political Structures

- As a result of their historical experience in éreat Britain,
the residents.of this community had developed 'ﬁolitica] sophistication'
which)yasto serve them well in‘lhe ﬁéw community. This was reflected

in their ease and readiness in drafting a municipal charter, settina

.

up a local government and carrying on impressively wéﬁh‘with the .

administration of the Toig. . .{ ‘ |

.

Between 1890 and 1897, when most of the construction and

development was taking place on the Armstrona and~CooK‘pkopefty,

N

this community existed as a part of the village which had grpwn up ',~
around the railway juncture known as Montreal Junet}on.3 It was considered

,to. be'a part of the district of Notre Dame de Grace and so it was

N

then referred to officially as NOtre Dame de Grace West. Thomas'

P

Trenholme,, a prominent res%dent, was its representative on the Mgniciga]
Council of N.D.G, *~ . + -~ \ . ‘
4 :, * ' « R \

- The amenities provided by the Armstrong and Cook compshy

were limited. However, those residents who were a part of the Leach

“developmertt lacked eﬁen thesg minimal cdnveniences. Seeing the need .

’

for public services and beiné aware that there was a way tq obtain
public financing for ihese;anenities, a political structure was quiﬁkly
organized.

-+
.

A series of private meetings was soon followed by a number of

public meetings, the first of whigh concentrated on choosing a pame for

the soon to be iﬁcorporpted'town.4 Until 1897, the community had been
: ‘ ' ’
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v

new Topn was’being/consideréd, the naﬁe of Town of Montreal West was ‘
‘chpsen to repiace the eaf]ief~désiqnation. S

A coﬁmitiee ana sub-comin Liee were appéinted to draft a cHdrter.S
The member;'of the ﬁré%tinq sub-commi ttee were neighbours and they
spént much finE'stUQywnq~the provincial statutes; selecting what would
"be useful to the new town and stﬁdyihg_the provisions of tﬂe Municipal
Cn&o anq the Towh Corporation Aét. 'Although-these‘men did not have
formal tra%ning, it appears tﬁat they certainly knew how to look for
the information they required. Due to their efforts, by an Act Of‘ ’
the Provincial Legislature, on the 9th of January, 1897, the Town was
incorporated and granted nunicipal taxing powers.6

The Town, after much deliberation and negotiation, was divided

into two Wards, with the Leach development designated as the West Ward

" and the Armstrong and Cook development designated as the fast Ward. On _

" February 1, 1897, the first local municipal election was held to choose

a total ofuseven Councillors for a term of two years. iThe mayor
f\was to be elected by Council]ors_from amongst themselves Aannually. On
| Febfﬁary 8, 1897, the first local municipal election was held to choose
reptgseptapiveg\frqm each Ward. ‘

The newly established Council had been elected on a platform
dedicated to econoqic and cautious administration and to the strict protec-

Al

tion of the Town's morals. This implied oppositipn to a Tiquor license

for the Blye Bonnets Hotel and the barring of demoralizing 1'nﬂuences.7

-~

Mithin aishort‘time, the Tittle village had become a self-governing body,

'

strongly determined to perpetuate its Protestant values and preserve its
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image as an qttractive8 and exclusive residential suburb.9 The Council,
throogh_meakures such as its by-law forbidding the sale of liquor, its
support of str?ct bhi]ding codes]0 and its support of the Horticultural
. Society]]sought }o conserve these values.

There werF a number gf other occasions when this community early
on sﬁowed {ts political sophistication. On the day of its first
ejectioq, ﬁh§‘E1ectjqn,C1erk had arrived with priﬁted ballots
prepared according to the Dominion Election Acts, as set ou£ in their
12

muqicipa] charter, However, ,on the morning of the Election,' the

President of the E]ection]3 arrived with the Town Clerk of- St. Heqry.M
The 1atter‘had'5rought.printed ballots in the form_reqﬁiréd for the

. Provincial Elections.. However, this change Qas‘brompt]y,cha1]enged and
thﬁ orlg&na] ballots were used. Again, at thé first meeting 6f the
1un1c1p%] Council, a bill from the Village of Notre-Dame de Grace for

Montreal Junctiom's portion of a deficit in their accounts was present—'

ed, rejected outright and never heard from again.

In a dispute with Credi: Municipal, when the latter began
work on a water main before they had a signed contract in hand, the Town
"informed them thét tﬁey would not be ﬁermitted to cross the municipal '
boundaries. Since the company chose to ignore this notice, they were
successfully served with an injunction, forced to post a 52,000.60 bond
as security and to comply with the_}erms set out by the Town. These are
énﬂy a few early incidents in the'hfgiory of the then newly established
town, run by the citizens themselves.

In 1902 when, the country was suffer1ng from a strike which had
created a shortage of fuel, the Town of Montrea] West offered to obtain

a supply of coal for the residents. A Council meeting, as well as a

public meet{ng, was held to deal with this issue.
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N ‘ ’
The loca} Council showed its cleyer administration of the

when the City of Montreal benefited from a reduction in the price of «

—y . 1

Tight, the local residents would a]sd enjoy this reduction.

This sophisticated administration was certainly progressive:

There had beeq only fifty hoﬁses in the village when it was incorporated ‘

as a town.]5 Soon afterwards, the sewer .system-was purchased from

\
t

Armstrong and Cook and a few yearé after that the underground water
system was also purcﬂased and expanded. By 1910, a spacious Town Hall - "
had been built an&\Fhe wooden sidewalks were replaced with ones made of
concrete, Four years later, all theTown's streets were paved with
asﬁha]t and drains and gas mains were furnished for the muhicipa]ity.*
The faGElthat they had put in water, sewers and gas bgfore paving the
streets was regarded as a progressive action when compared Qith,éther
communites. A police and fire station were built in that same year,

The fown was evi?ent]y a pionéer in incineration since the incinerator
built at the t{mé w%s:the first to be constructed on the Island of.

Montreal. Even the system of trash collection was not treated lightly.

Garbagg, collected twice weekly, is picked up at the rear even toda§

-
13

{\fo avoid the offensive appearance of rows of garbage cans or scattered

litter cluttering the street. Ash and refuse, the latter to be wrapped

~—

~, o

1n\paper, were separately placed in cans provided by the Town.

L
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v In 1920, despite the difficulties of\fhe time in obtaining

16 needed Jocal “improvements wete carried out.
More efficient and modern street lwghtwng replaced the ex1st1ng system, 17

financing and materials,

Up-to-date fire-fighting equipment, Tand for new streets, as well as
financing for new roads, side-walks and sewers were obtained in that
year. Capital was also needed and obtained for the Municipal Green
House and for work on the Town Ha11 As reguired by law, council went'
to 'the citizens to gain approva1 for the floating of a new bond issue,
which was passed. The Town was, even in lits early days, we]]—ma1nta1ned
and financia]iy sound as well as being progressive.]8 In that

samé year, in érderdto prbvide the residents with mare c¢nual represen-
tation, an amendment to the municipal 1ncorporat1on act was passed

to change the Municipa) Counc1] to a Mun1c1oa1 Comm1ss1on in which each

- k4

1
Commissioner represented the whole Town but held a specific Portfolio.

€. The Churches

. D !

The churches themselves were very .much in keeping with
both the religious and ethnic background of Montrea1 West. The séeed
with which tﬁé first churches were built is a testimony to the high
regard in which this coumunify held their religious activities.

. Initially, a small group of citizens had held services in private homes,
with the help of an Anglican pastor whom they had invited to come from
Lachine to hold Sunday afternoon services. éy 1891, they had already
outgrown these temporary accomodations and they decided éo bdi]Q a
church, With land donated by David Leach, a small frame building
and an adjacent tennis court were constructe& for the Anglican Church
of Montreal Junction. By 1911 the building was replaced by a larger

more substantial brick structure which was to win an architect's prize.

¥

)



+$1500.00 had been accumu]ated.zolf the devotion of its officers
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a

Even when the present St. Philips church was built in 1929, the old
brick church was kept as a Sunday School and the surrounding attractive

A

grounds were beautifully kept.

T

The Presbyterians also did not‘deley in establishing a
church.  In early July of 1591, Angus Graham, -a student at
the bresbyterian College, wae senf to arrange a public service in
Montreal Jdnction. Stepping off the traih, he met the local station ‘
agent who helped him obtain the use'of the freight shed owned by the’
C.P.R. for a service on July 12, 1891 ) These serv1ces shared with
the Method]sts, continued until the changlng weather forced the
congregants indoors. However, by the'fo]1ow1ng;summer, a lot had been

donated by the Annsfrong and Cook Company, trustees had been abpointed,

a building committee had been &lected and a subscription 1ist of

was an indication, this church started out with a highly dedicated
congregation?] The first 10ca1 Presbyter1an Church opened 1ts doors in
December of 1892. By 1894, the church needed and 0bta1ned the serv1ces
of a full-time pastor. An add1t1on was constructed in the spring of
1907 and when more space das once again needed men of the congredat]on,
including the m1n1§ter, Reverend Ross, worked to dig out the basement)
of the church, This was to serve their deeds unt{] the agreement for

: 4 : 22
Church Union dgé drawn up with the Methodists.

I’ ¥ ’ s
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When the #We<byter1dns had gone to the use of prwvate -homes
after the weather made the use of the C.P.R. facilities 1mpract1ca1
the Methodist; did 1iLew15e.23 They too had <0on grown enough }o'bu11d
their own church and by November 20, 1892 the Herald Avenue hethodist'
Church wes opened.24 An ertersion-vas adéed in 1916 znd this cerved
the Methodists' needs until Church Unwon o o ‘, - i

There was no separatwon betv -en the church arid the cuTtura]
life at this time. The church tbenvserved severi] vital roles in the
early hisioﬁy of the town. Pfiq@%i]y?“jt was the.most 1nf]ueet1ai
socializing agent, Peop1e~were broughtiihto‘eontact with teeir peer .
groups through the1r,wembe?sh1ps in various’ church organ1zat1ons ‘The
church helped them to t qe%ome a c1ose kn]t ‘homogeneous group and, w1th
its young peop]e s activities, to soc1a1aze‘the youth to hold “values

>

congruent with its own‘26 Thear att1tudes were developed and re1{forced

as

I

as they zealously worked together on var1ous church projects such

&

fund-raising, bu11d1ng or renovatlon \

As it was tred1twona1 for ‘the' entire ‘family to attend Sunday,

services, the Chureh was a special meéting-place where courtships were
o , a

. : / .
frequently carr1ed on. It served as a %ulfura1 recreation centre. In

’

the case of the 1oca1 Ang11can Church, it also served as the 1ocus for

"

the commun]ty 3 f}rst school. The Church even found itself involved in

the employment process since it was frequently asked to provide 1étters



pr

¢
of character reference for its members. 150

We can see then how -closely religion was tied to the

development of the cultural life in this community and to the
-~

—r ®

socialization of its residents.

D. The Schools pp—

‘Education was extremely important to the people of Montreal
‘West and therefore it was a high priority in the development of

facitities. Before the erection of the first Church buﬁding the town's

-

s~

children had been obliged to travel by train to Lachine‘or Montreal,
making school attendance difficult for the very young. For a short time,
therefore,an elementary school had been housed in the basement of th;
newly Sui]t Anglican Church. There was a sharing of personnel between
the church leadership and that of the school either as teachers or as
members of the School Boards. Financial support was provided by
donations from residents, fees from the children and profits from s:chool
concerts. In its first year, there were 25 to 30 students. \This
.,voluntary schéo] soon outgrew its borrowed premises.
In the spring of the fo]]oviing year, tHe local proprietor:s held

*a meeting to deal ‘with the lack of educational facilities in the

»

community. The'political sophistication'of the residents of this
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communit} is eyident in the manner in which they went about establishing
the structure to organize the first local school, Upon the adyice of a
Tocal resident who had important 1inks with the provincial bureaucracy,
a committee of four concerned citizens was estab]ished to obtain a
building grant for a local schoo].270f the lattér, a sub-committee was
authorized to investigate the issue, especially to see whether a
Protestant School authority existed within the Village of Notre Dame de
Grace, within whose jurisdiction Montreal Junction then fe11.28
The sub-committee found that the only school authority was, in fact,
Catholic. ' |

The Committee was faced with a long serieé,of bureaucratic diffi-
culties. They first apgroached Louis Descarriers, the éecretary-Trea—
surer of Notre Dame de %race. He directed them to the Board of School
Truséees who advised them that it'wou]d be necessary for them to dissent
from the Catholic Board in order to be able té establish a dissentient,
Protestant School Board. However, the Trustees maintained that money
for a school was not available. ) -

This response led to no small resentment since, at that time,
the school tax was_collected from corporations and a]]océted'to Catholic
apd Protestant schools in proportion to the nymber pf chj]dren in each j
school system. The high birth-rate among the 6atho]ic residents of Que—l
bec and the preponderance of corporations owned and controlled b&
Prgtestants_had made this system of fiscal allocation a popular contem-
porary issue. This issue was not over]ooked\aiin Montreal Junction

experienced difficulty in establi€hing a local £chool.
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The representatives of Montreal Junction offered to

Y%brovide their own buidding and set about preparing special forms
"in which they would officially.dissent. The committee would not

be detgrred despite obstacles and warninas by one of the older Board

nerbers that if they were not -careful, they Tight be 'whitecavped’
 or have their barns burnt down. They decided to,di%ide the territory,
issued Métions of Dissent and presented their report to the committee mem—u
Bers:;They'rec5mmended that the committee organize for action. Each
member wpu]d solicit the signatures of a specified number of the local

proprietors, on specially printed Notices of Dissent which were to

be'péesentéd to the Catholic Board. It was soon found that there

. T : :
A\\aﬁ a few cases: where proprietors were reluctant to sign because of

the risk “involved of offenaing their Roman Catholic friends and

* because of-the higher cost of taxes to a Protestant structure.

For instance, the owner of one lot* refused to sign, claiming it might

"~ give offence to his French friends, However, sincg this man had only a
jéint interest in his Yot, the other partner was astutely approached and
he'diq sign the form. Similarly, when another proprietor was notified
of the purpose of the delegate's visit, he became quite mysterious and
invited his guest into his private office - out o% the hearing distance
of his French employees. He did finally sign the Fprm of Dissent as did
many other residents.

When the Motions of Dissént WeTE” ready for presentation to
the Roman Catholic School Board of Notre Dame de Grace,'the committee
met again to arrange for a deputation to present them. In the meantime
the Secretary of the Committee had found out that the law had been

changed. _There had been a notice in the Quebec Official Gazette "for

SR/ oo




N

R o A T

153

the division of the School Municipality into four - Coteau St. Pierre,
which included Moritreal Junction, Cote St. lLuc, Turcote Yillage (this
w;s a part of NBtre‘Dame de Grace with a large scﬁpo] age popuiation),
and Notre Dame de Grace.”nghis newﬁ%rrangement comp]eteiy changed the
conditions of the situation.

After the law had changed, dissent had beco%e unnecessary .
Division of the Schoo] Municipa]i%& into four Sections had put the
Protestants in the magorlty in the area compr151qg Yille St. Pierre and
Montreal Junction. Finally, permission was obtained to establish the
School Commission of Coteau St. Pierre. The community was therefore
entitled to elect three Commissioners rather than three Trustees and
the supporters of the/Boman Catholic Trustees would have to dissent to
the new Protestant bdﬁy.gq On the first juridical Monday in July.of

31

1892, a Board of Commissioners was elected, However, the Roman

Catholics had also elected a Board of five Conmissiohers so that the R

community sent a delegation to visit Notre Dame de Grace and arque their
case, After hgurs of discussion,}tﬁe authorities were still not . ‘1
convinced that the Protestants were in the majority. Finally, it was
only through a former-local resident who was an official at Qd%bec,
that a favourable result was obtained. \gg\
This hard -won victory had still accomplished littie to
produce an actual school. Nhen the Commissioners had finally set out
to arrange the fimancing for the land and building, they were once again
met with opposition, this time from some of their own residents?’ 5
prominent citizens who had no children of their own and Qere reluctant
to assume the additional fiscal -burden, The latter submitted a

petition of opposition to the Committee of Public Instruction at Quebec

%

7
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based on various legalities. However, théaCommissioners were able to

eue;%ome these objections and,through their advisor and former neighbour,
33

were notified that tﬁg??\expenditure had been gpprovéd.
‘Having carried out the appropriate bureaucratic procedures,
:thg citizens set out to build a school. Such was thejr dedication to
thL project that .although they were offered land for thg purpose at no.
cost, they turned down the offer because they wished to have the
scpoo] in a central 1ocation.341nstead they purchased a double lot from
Armstrong and Cook, the local development company.

With plans drawn by a Mr. Clift, the brother of a 105a1
resident, a school was built at Montreal Junction in 1894. Thig school
was of twice the required size and the upper floor was used for social
and public meeting until it would later be reéﬁired'by the student
population. The school was nahgd the Aberdeen choo] of -Coteau St.
Pierre.35 The nare was later chanéed to Aberdeen Model Public School
because it, along with_only oﬁe other public school on .the island
of Montreal, was legally required, according t& the terms of the British
North America Act;~t6 accept all children from the commqnity.36

The new School Board was to set itself a standard for academic

37

excellence consistent with the local attitude towards education. In

[4
1916, the Aberdeen School of Montreal West, along with the Kensinaton

School of Montreal, both under the new Board, led the province 'of Quebec

in tﬁe bonus awards que annually by the Quebec School Committee.38

f
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The growth of the school coﬁtinued for many years, with no \\
price spared for the sake of education, By 1905, it had become
necessary to enlarge the school. Additional Tand was purchas;d and a
new wing was added. A final'wing, including a gymnasium, constructed
in 1913, was to serve the community's needs until 19271. In that year.
an extension was added for a ﬁigh school and the -enlarged school was
renamed Montreal West Hdioh School although it sti]]‘iﬁc]uded the |
e]émentary School. Ten years 1ate}, the old building was demolished
and replaced by a new $300,000 structure which incorporated.various
progressive developments in education.39“ In 1924, a new elementary.
school named Elizabeth Ballantyne, after the dauohter of a prominent
resident, was constructed.so thét the local children who lived on
the Other side of the community would not find it necessary to

cross the C.P.R, tracks.40

A Tess sophisticated communif} would have been discouraged
early by the bureaucratic wrangles which this committee had go overcome.
However, the public-spirited and determined citizens, not politicians
and’1awyers but rather railroad workers, businessmen and others, amateurs
in the art of political organization and negotiation, possessed the
skills necessary to overcome all the obstacles which were to present
themselves and to establish a school system whiih, for many years
thereafter, was to be outstanding for its academic standards as well as

for its modern buildings and facilities.

Once established, the school played a vital role in the devélop-

e, £ iich, S e g W T e o .
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nwnﬁ ofé#a cultural identity in the community and the socialization of
jts members. 1t placed a high value on academic excellence and later
even on vocational training and this gave its alumnae' an advantage

$% the wider society with respect to occupation, position in the
business world and in the choice of participation in "leisure time
organizations." Morecver, teachers in the local school vere often
invited to participate 1n local youna people's organizations such as
those associated with the local churches. For instance, Dr. Kelly,

a local teacher, spoke to the Young People's Society pf the Presbyteri-
an Church. Since the school teachers tended to be local residents

and therefore the friends and neignbours of the parents, informal -
contact and value transference was almost inevitable. This community
institution, along with the several local churches, Qas therefore’

influential in determining the occupations which the children could

pursue and the socio-economic status they could attain.

E. Socio-Econonmic Status . o

B ¢

1) Comparison with the Canadian Industrial Elite

The residents of Montreal West were not generally ﬁenbers of
the class one would Eh]1 an industrial elite although they were often
related to them within an extended family network.~ The more affluent
mgmbers of this kinship network ]ive; in Westmouﬁt. The 10caf~residents
began in clerical positions and worked their way up through thg ranks
of management until in many cases they attained prominen% positions
in the corporate structures. However: this upward mobility did no£

alter their lifestyle. Homes purchased or built while on thé\ieuer

rungs were not sold when one reached the top, nor was it expected

-

\
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that the home was.only temporary. -Roots were firmly planted here

at the beginning of one's career. This included buying a family

A,

home, cultivating a garden, and joining many organizations and often
only a company transfer.out of town could break this close attachment.
To th%s day a home is known by the name of 1%s previous owner to the

’ . . . N
point where a new owner must wait many years before his occupancy and \\

ownership is Tocally acknowledged.
'

The Montreal West resident had many common ties with the Canadian

Industrial Elite. As with the industrialist, the Montreal Wester often
had British family ties or was himself a Ryitish immigrant. The
industrialist benefited in a arand and highly visible manner from
Canada's rapid industrial growth at the end of the nineteenth century.
However, spaces were also simultaneously opening up for suppokt personnel
in the field of clerical work, an occupation for which their education
prepared them very well. This, combined wi%h their sense of responsiblity,
their loyalty and their dedication to hard work imbued by the Prote;tant
ethic, proyided for them an avenue of uﬁward mobility in the changing
administrative and financial structure of the financial cowgoration.
Many Montreal Westers followed the route of the career ex;:i>1ve, as
in the case of C.C. Ballantyne; others provided specialized services to
the corporation, as in the case of E.J. Bedbrooke.

By 1910 vertical n-bility on the part of personnel maving into

positions of command was replaced by horizontal mobi]ity.41 The

earlier opportunities for new enterprises were narpawing and therefore
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it was easier for Montreal Westers to enter as functionaries than
as owners, which they did. They worked for established businesses,
often coming with their own connections or arriving in Canada with
others who had kinsmen with accéss to jobs.

The types of political participation digcussed earlier with
respect to the industrial elite are again reflected in the activities
of C.C. Ballantyne, the only resident who would qualify as an industrialist.

With respect to the political affiliation and continuity of
the Canadian ]ndfvstri'al Elite, Montreal West acted in a similar manner,
stfongly support-ing théLCOnservative party in 1885 and again through 1915.
Only 1'n”r:ecent decades has this Conservative loyalty shown any change.

Just as the Scottish industrialist maintained his British tradi-
tions throughout the\f\wj\st and second generationy so did the Scot living
in Montreal West.43Th1‘s can be seen in the longevity of the St. Andrews
Literary Society and in the highland dancing which is popular in the
Presbyterian Church-up until today.

Again the Scots of Montreal West, consistently with the Scottish
indugtrialists, showéd continuity of their religious and ethni¥c traditions,
to such an extent that when €hurch Union (1925) came about, some families
were split by the refusal of one spouse to join the new church. The
Montreal West Presbyterian Church is still an important institution in
the community today.

The ‘'club movement,' discussed with respect to the Canadian Indus-
trial Elite, w}as certainly thriving in Montreal west.MThe Montreal West

°

Lawn Bowling anu Curling Club was formed when the Town had just begun.
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Furthermore, the proliferation of voluntary grganizations which were
soon established in the communigy certainly reflect; the trend men-
tioned on the national Tégé].
The type of indu;tria115t and his religious denomination
as well as the scope of his memberships also echoed the national situa-
tion. A comparison of the occupations of thase on the curling club
and St. Andrews Society's membershiﬁ lists revea]s that they were
ﬁ@re 1ike]y to be involved in the corporate structure than in small
privéte business enterprises. The members were Pgesbyterian anh
Anglican.45 The vériety of nemberships of a Montreal Wester also
reflected the scope of his business interests just as did those of
the members of the Canadian Industrial Elite.
Montreal Westers-were already in positions of a certain
superiority as:they were fairly well educated and were actively |
‘participating, \&h economic status and role, in the middle levels
of the new cornprate structures which were coming to dominate the
Canadian economy. The Presbyterian doctrine, with its belief in
the é]ect and in lay participation, also imbued them with a sense of

superiority. Even if they themselves were not affluent, their

PN . N .
,5;n/often were and they came to relate to their Westmount Cousins..

/"

S 2) Comparison With Other Communities in Montreal

It is worth noting here that the Canadian economy had been
in a period of economic crisis between 1890 and 1896. The many '\\\\\\\
social problems associated with 1ndustria1 society which were en-
encoontered by the working class included :

13

.
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“Yow wages, 1ong ours, frequent unemployment, child
labour, overcrowded houses 1nadequate or even non- !

" exigtent sanitation and high 1nfani mortality rates” A
because of poor diet and lack of m1]k pasteurization."46 |

There were 10,000 onemplpyed‘1n lontreal in 1894 while ~
the Anglophones in Montreal qt.thé end of this period had mean

incomes that-were four times htgher than'those of the francophones. %7

4
\ P M ' . A

However, the residents of Montreal West thrived_in-&h{s '

’

per1od. In éontro&j’to,the misery of thQonrking class at this

t1ne the residents of Hontrea] West viere establlshlng their fine and

~

?

handsome "garden soburb'.

P ‘ r L‘ #
A certain ‘'wenteel affluence' seems to have been the norm here.

-

In"a series of recollectionsof the town in its earliest years, a local

resident mentions the following detai]s.

~

“A few families of wealth were in Montreal Junction, but most

of us were not. However there was a ma1d in every k1tchen,
strong country girls who were happy'to be near a big city, have
a room of their own and a small salary'. . . - 5

Ladies had their “at home" dayss Mother s was first and
third Thursday when she would sit in'our pariour and serve tea -
with small fingers of cake she s made herself - there4§as no
bdught cake. Visiting cards were ]eft at the door:"

While other ogmmun1t1es were strugg]1ng to obtain the basic

amenities of life, 1ife in this small community appeared to be guite

comfortable. According'to the above recollections,

"A butcher boy came everv momina tr take orders and
there was also deliveries of coal, ice and milk,E.E. Wallace,
the egg and butter man, Castle Blend tea man, Toilet Laundxg
and an old man who sold Qarve]]ous jars of hot beans.

VAS
/
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F. Social Relations

ﬁuﬁan beings are connected by a complex network of social relations.
" Mary Noble . . . uses the term social structure to denote this network
of . . . existing relations.“sgoissevain and Mitchell have made a study
of these social relations, analyzing the networks that exist within
these re]ations:
Network theory is useful as a conceptual framéwork to help

explain the close links between education, religion and the other eflenents
of ]ifé in this community. It is particularly so when we try to
relate the ;ommunity of Montreal West to the Canadian Industrial
Elite.
A distinction is made between the effective and extended net-
worf’ The effective network is restricted to those pefsons known ' *
both to ego and also to one another. The extended network however
includes those known to eqo but not to ohe another and who in tuen
know others. Boissevain explains that "where the effective network
comprises those in the upper reaches of the prestige system; the norms
and values established among them will be promulgated through the
extended network to the rest of the coﬁmunity." 21
This is particularly evident in a community such as Montreal
West. The close ties with ‘Great Br{tain and the sense of kinship among
the Scots were cemen£§d’by faithful correspondence and visits overseas
5o that kinship and ethnic ties remained strong. Moreover, those who
shared a common language, history and religion and who therefore had

the potential for forming an extended network were numerically a

small proportion of the population of the City of Montreal.

R N 5 R R A s Ao e i valle e SN . . »
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The entire community of Montreal West was a web of extended net-
works going beyond the bounds of the local territory and linkina up
with other extended ngtworks in the various nodes o} sections of this
web. There was a closely linked universe én the outside with many
open channels on the ﬁniﬁ?ﬁijﬂl“ Especially when we note the fact tﬁat -
the out-éroup spoke a different language, it is easy to see how this
group could be so easi1& cTosed to the outside,

A human settlement or comm;nity is made upé%f individuals in

social behaviour. The social envirnment has been described and now

a Diagram of Networks will locate the individuals within their social =~

envirommnt.53 . . . \

-
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2. Description of NetWQrks
a) Linkage by Railways
The merging of British and Canadian railway and financial
interests was instrumenéa] in founding Montreal West. . The Canadian
Pacific Railway, especially, played an important role in the ea;ly
“history of this town.>"

d Local industries, such as the several dairies and the Brunet
Lumberyard, were serviced entirely by réi].55 Those who were to settle
in the Town often had their f{rst view of Montreal West as they passed
its f{elds and Brchards‘énfghe train or stopped at the picturesque
station with its carefully nlrtu%ed garden. Ohce a fami]y had
made their home in the Town, they made such extensive use of the

trains that the vehicles themselves became major foci as reSidents

socialized on the way to and from the city.

In these ear]y times, relations between the railway companies
and the residents were-excellent. However, as time went on, disagree-
ment on the subject of the companies' tax assessment developed. Up
until 1911, the companies had been payinq.what some residents considered
a nominal’amount. However,, in that year, the total assessed value
for the Capadian Pacific Railway, the Grana Trunk Railway and the MP
and I Railway rose from $8,00N to $130,644. The first two companies
maJ&\representations at the Council Méeting of September 6, 1911 to
havq&fﬁgkgiﬁessment reduced;'they weré successful yet §ti]1 made a
substantial contribution to the income of the town.

| In addition‘ﬁo the substantial contribution in taxes, the
railways did much to 1nf1uence ﬁhe nature of the community that evolved.

!

Perhaps it was out of their desire to maintain the value of their -own

A\
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local property that they helped maintain the image of the Town as 'the
gérden suburb®. Soon after Armstrong and Cook, a development company,
had purchased their property, the latter r;ceived a letter from the
Canadian Pacific Railway sungestipg that a portion of the unééveloped
land be maintained as a park until it was to be developed. They them-

selves planted a lovely garden along the station, thus setting the

tone for 1oca1.qarden1ng. This tradition was only curtailed when it

was deemed appropriate to show frugality in war time. The Canadian Pacific

¢

Railway also helped to support the local Horticultural Society.

The same company also supported other instltutions-in this

new community. The local stationmaster loaned the newly-built freight

shed first' to the Anglicans and then to the other two local Protestant

groups for the first religious services and when the Town proceeded

to 'church construction', the Anglican Church, which housed the first ~

local school, received a subitantja] financial contribution from the

same company. o . . ‘ : -
The railway was important to tﬂﬁ local sbusinesses. The Brunet

Tumberyard and the several coal and qgravel businesses were served by

the railway as were the several local dairies including Elmhurst

(\)

Dairy, which although it was just outside the border of the Town,

was owned by a Mr. T.A. Trenholme, one of the founding residents of

the Town. ¢

ﬁThe train iﬁgnsported the residents‘to'socia1 activities in
Westmount and Lachine and to meetings with organizations such as
Rotary or the Young Men's Christian Associgtion, whoge locations in .
the early years were in downtown Montreal. -The Town depended on the

railway as a link with the city as well“as with other suburbs. The

Literary and Debating Societies as well as the local School Coﬁhission

PR T VWS o ey 4 - — - - o
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had as its members railway personnel. The railway, especially the

Canadian Pacific.Railway Company, had extensive links in the communitv

. network. ®

On %he corporate level, the r%i]ways, especially the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company, had contacts with other enterprises and thfouqh
kinship and social relationships, linked up with Montreal Westers.
Drofits supported new enterprises and new careers, providing opportunities

for those with the lanquage and education demanded by these new oositions.56

In total, we see that the railroads had placed Montreal

Westers in thejr community or 'human settlement' and that ultimate-
ly Montreal @9sters over]gbped in an extended network outside the
town. There were railway, people everywhere in the network and
the railway was an'important force at each 'node' either as a
corporate presence or as a means of transportation.
b) Linkage by Religion

S The position of prominence accorded to Protestants , especially
to Presbyterians, gave the residents of Montrea] West the opportunity
to maintain contact with prominent citizens either through kinship,
economic aciivjty or throdgh Protestant voluntary associations such as
the Rotary, the Y.M.C.A., the 1.Q.D.E., the McGill Fatulty Club and the
Boards of Directors of McGill University and the Montreal General
Hc')spita1.57
The Church served as a link with the outside for this relatively
isolated suburb. For instance, the Anglican Church was in contact with
the Anglican Diocese of Montrealg Also, the individual churches

Ty .
worked with organizations such as the 'Y' and McGill University, often dir-

ectly through a sharing of leadership. The Literary and Debating Societies

- PR T
.
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as well as the other cfurch organizations discussed matters of local

and extra-local interest which were often taken up at thechurch

” \

services on Sunday.

c¢) Linkage by Education \

The Jocal educational system, including the school and
the various other Tocal educational organizatiens were also closely
intertwined within the 'web of extended social networks'.

The British concept of state-financed primary and éecondary
educatibn was transferred to the Canadian structure among‘the
Protestants so that there were links between the state and the various
levels of the education system.57This is in contrast to the educa- N
tionaL_system of the Roman Catholics who made up the French—speakiﬁg
population and therefore its serounding territory. The latter pop-
ulation education largely within the confines of parochial

'H:‘f

structures. 1

In addition to the school, itse1f, the community had many
church-related organiiations devoted td education and culture.
The church-related Young People's Society of the Presbytérian Church -
and the St. Andrews Literary and Debating Society‘ane among many
such local organizations. The Montreal West Debéting Society
;nd the Men'S'C]ub‘of Montreal West are ex§mp1es‘anmng the secular

organizations. Going beyond the town's geographical boundaries,

the Y.M.C.A. in downtown Montreal and the newer Northwestem_ branch in.__ —

\

a
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’ An 11lustration of linkage in the educational network is
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\
Notre Dame de Grace also regarded the education of\their members as

an important goa1.53 , \ ' /
The présence of extensive social networks i§ quite evident

in the educational structures of Montreal West. For instance, the

five original members' of the School Commissiéﬁ had extensive 1iﬁk§

59 Their social position

outside the community, as well as within it.
helped to give the community an identity, an image, outside the
community. It also brought to bear upon Fhe local community, the
influence of certain outside 1nst1tpt10ns'w1th which the 1§tter

had contact, When indi¥iduals in such an important and

highly visible position in the community brina-with them. cer-

tain ideas and values from the "external environment" this is

bound to have repercussions for the socialization of the members

™,
.

the career of Dr. Kelly. "Active in tHe Tocal Young People's Society,

Dr. Kelly had taught in the local high school at one point, Dr.rKe11y
had béen fﬁe Pripcipa] of the High School of Montreal between 1875
gnq‘1911. He had been a pioneer in securing the Protégtant q§achers
Aésocéafipn‘of Quebec and he was prominent in thé organization of

the G;aduates Society of McGill Uniyersﬁty. For a time he-had been : ~
President of the Sudday School Union and had done work for the Pres-
bx}er{an Church which included séivice on a Session. He had

1

‘Eerng as President of the YMCAKT’ 1885 and had remained on tﬁe Board -«
to 1893. Between 1896 and 1917 Dr. Kelly had been a qgmber of the
Montreal West Presbyterian Chur;h. In 1893 he had married a Mrs.

Herbert C. Fuller, Née~Hart, who was Principal of the Girls High School v
of- Montreal. Since there had been a Fuller family in Montreal West

!
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v
acco?dipg to the 1917 telephone directory and since Dr. Kelly's member-
sﬁﬁp in the local church comes soon after the date of his marriage,

it Teads one to consider the possibility of kinship Tinks with another
member qf thg comnunity. Finally, a link between Dr. Kelly and an
organization outside the town is the Kelly Trust Fund. Established

by Dr. Kelly for the maintenance and extension of Church work within

the confines of the Montreal Presbytery, this fund,symbolizes

the overlap between religion and education inside and outside the
community.
Morfover, the wide social contacts of a number of the other

|
residents were to give Montreal West a social network well beyond |

.what might be expectéd in a community of this small size.

d) Linkage by Kinship

-

‘ At the fum of the century, the upper and middle class portion ‘
‘of the éﬁgTish-speaking population of Montreal had beeﬁ a relatively
small pbpufation and all the busine%s people in downtown Montreal were
uéua]fy acquainteé with one anther. It is very likely that kin re-
lationships served fﬁ further strengthen the linkages within their web
of extended social re]ationfh{ps: Historical sources such as 'Who's

who' or yearbooks as well as data in archives such as those kept
kbjwthe‘YMCA list many names which are also present in our Tist of
residents. Although supporting-data is not available , it ie within

the reaim of 1ikelihood thét in such a small population, many of those
with the same name were iﬁﬁfact Tinked by ppndsvof kinship. Within
Montreal West there was a high proportion of m;rriage within the communi-

ty. o ‘
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e) Linkage by Municipal Administration

s

\
The linkages.in terms of the railways, religion, education

and kinships have been described. Similar 1inka§e existed within

the municipal administration.6O It is evident that the local leader-

"'ship had a particular place in the Canadian corporate structure and

that their role in the socio-cultural organizations kept them linked
to a particular population.

For jnstance, James Webb, a self-educated man.who camg to be
a Q{émiqent citizen and who was particularly effective 1q conso]idati‘
the bonds within this network, had been a Comyissioner and a member
of Rétary. He Aad extensive business contacts amd directorships, the
latter including his seat on'the Board of Govermnors of theNMontfeal ,
General Hospital. * Kinship assures thetgtabi]ity of such céntécts
and today this has passed to the daughter who carries the §amé name.
The friendships maintained over Ehe years tend to be important to

the social life-of these individuals so that periodically contacts

are renewed, even when extensive travel is necessaty.

\

G. Housing: Norms and By-Laws
The 'recollections' of ‘a 10c§1 resident:help to give us some
idea of the housing epjoyed by this socio-economic group. They

.

Begin:'




N

. ‘ "My mother, who longed to bring up her young family -
in real country, persuaded Dad to drive out to Montreal Junc-
tion where Armstrong and Cook, contractors, were putting up
some attractive houses. He was enthralled with one, now 656
Ballantyne Ave. South, three lots, one full of apple trees,
and a butternut. A wonderful view towards the Lachine canal,
and whilst we could not see the water, it was thrilling to
see the ships sailing through all the greenery. _He told
Mother he had bought a house and it had four wrandahs.

"What is it 1ike inside?" asked Mother.

"Gracious me," hé& replied, "I never went in."

As soon as possible, Mother and Grandma drove out, liked
the inside, except that a playroom must be added and a back

- kitchen, with -cupboards for shelves and clothes . . . further

down from the orchard was a huge swamp. Rubber boots were
needed to wade in for cowslips and.bullrushes. Beautiful
birds sang-and nested there . . . and the chirping of frogs
in the spring was a delight. Despite the fact that "our
wooden sidewalks were plougheéd, but our rosls were full of
snow", this appeared to be a charmed idlyliic existence.

61

One of the elements which assured the stability of this communi-
ty for so many years was its ability to control the mechanisms of
social selection. Housing itse]f‘wés treaisyﬁas an extension of
the norms of social solidarity.

Newly established young couples were not always in a financia]l

' position to immediately purchase homes in the Town. They often
s L ¥

N

tended to live in other suburbs for some years as' the man's career
developed. OQver time, especially after ihe couple had begun to
build a family, it became important to return to 'the community
Q@a fold' ;or the purpose of child-rearing and fami]y—]i?e.
} There was a generational handing down of homes here al-
though it was not neces%arily done through actual kin. While
some young people were given their houses and some inherited"thém,
there was also an established real-estate tradition in the market—

ing of local homes. The local population was highly stable

F.
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so that homes did not often become available for sale. However,

when théy did, they tended to be sold according to the norms

. . C. . . ... B
of social solidarity which were a part of this town's tradition. 2

There was an 'alunnus relationship' between the older and
%

the younger generations. Word of the availability of a house moved
- .
through the 1nformal local network and the young purchasers were

looked upon as the children of __» rather than as

anonymous parf%es to a commercial transaction.

o When a real-estate agent wasf%nvo]ved, as a member of the
local community, he had an understanaing of the local.norms. Due
tqhthis shared understanding between the residents ;hd the Tocal
real-estate agents, the latter were able to help ensure the homogen-
eity of the population by selling only to"appropriaée parties.' 63

Thus the mechanisms of social selection operated even at
the level of housing to ensure that the network which was open
within was closed to the outside.

A particy]ar population is able in influcnce the nature of a !
community's housing.64 In this way, the Tlocal hy-laws, concerned
primarily with good govermment, intoxicating liquor, qood morals
ty of the society.

\

The building by-laws in particular have nlayed an important

and decency, have become a reflection of the totali

role in shaping and maintaining the character of the Town. Even
before the founding of Montreal Junction as « separate town,

its image had already been defined.65 The by-laws had established
i\

that this town would not succomb to the appearance of the neigh-

bourhoods of the industrial classes. Early by-18ws prohibited

~

, b7
the erection of tenement houses b6 ard high external staircases.
¢ I
At this early period, it was established that not more

than 2/3 of a lot (could) be built upon and that the floors of

Lo

1

(L]
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»

aH 1iving rooms be at or above the level of the street thus

~

quality of the building matema]s were even then, c]ear]y set out,
’ 68

prohibiting basement dwellings. The height . the rooms and the

whi}{é waste@sposﬂ was é1ose1y requlated.
| In order to maintain the residential tone of the neighbour-
_hood, commercial signs wére also strictly regLﬂatd.G9 Industm"ﬂ
buildings were strongly discouraged by other sections ”of the same
by-—]aw.7O ) - v | K
The by-Tlaws réflected a mum'kcipa1 concern for pﬁ”ﬁc health..

In 1901, the time)of the small-pox epidemic, vaccinatigns ag@ainst the

¢
diseps¥ were made mandatory.ﬂ QQ
f When the community was taken over by an' independent municipal
dministration, these guidelines were maintained and constantly gxpanded

3 \
ard up-dated so that in 1911, it could be said that:

"Here is no crowding of houses, no 1ong Fows
Af tenements, no sky-scraping flats, but
beautiful 1ittle residences, subdued in taste
and cosy in appearance." 72 \

We find this concern for the maintenance of the town's image carried
through in the Building Commissioner's Report of 1931 under the title
of "No Re]axation\ of Building By-lLaws." It stated that:

Ny - "We attribute the beauty of our town to the
fact that these by-laws are rigidly adhered

- 7 to. Every dwelling constructed must have .

’ space for a garden and mu%¥t conform to the
‘high standard of dwelling already in exist-
ence, To this fact, we attribute the term
‘Garden Suburb' so often used in connection

~ with Montreal West.," 73

3

+ .
.
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H. Recreation: Social Life and Voluntary Organizations

¢

Clubs tend to proniote social so]idari%y, to validate the
present socjal status of their members and to open avénues to higher
status in the future for their members.’4 They are therefore essen-
tial for successful career movement. Also, they provide a degree
of humap intimacy in the cliques which develop within the larger
society.

As we have shown with respect to the various elemeﬁts of
the community, this population, al though not generally be]bnging‘to
the Canadian Industrial Elite, was itself an elite. It be]onged to
an‘ethnic anh religious gro;p which was the national commercial and

1]

industrial elite. TIts schools weré exceptional for the quality of
their staff and facilities. With respect to occupation, financial
Eosition and housing as well, this population, g]though not gen€rally
wealthy in the extreme, was also an elite. It was therefore inevitable
that the voluntary organizations which made up the recreational struc-
tures for these residents would reinforce these norms by being selective.
Through its support of the various cultural organizations
hou§ed within the church, by providing facilities and’staff, the
church played an active role in the soc;éliiation of the members of
the community and in establishing the cultural- life of what wag to
become the Town_of Montreal West. - The church societies helped to
mold the 1GE;JW;2Eu1ation into a close-knit homogeneous group and to
socfa]iie its youth to hold va]ueé congruent with its own. FO;

instance, the Young Peoples Society of the Presbyterian Church

g .

4
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shows, in its membership selection, how this process begins .

In this Tocal voluntary organization, prospective members were
approved by the Social Committee and Secretary and were then invited
to an 'open house'. Should they he accepted ' after these initial
se]ecpions, thev required the nomination of the executive and election
by the membership. This procedure ensured a certain homegeneity in
the mehbership. Further homogeneity was ensured by the socialization
of those who weré already members. For instance, the yfar's programme

was arranged alone by the executive, a body that tended to be drawn from'

 families who were local leaders. They put forth tdpics for discussion

which would sqniitize its members to issues which were of interest to

‘

the church, thus contributing to the socialization of the church

membership and the community itself. 75

This is only one of the many church-related voluntary organi-

f%aFions which flourished in this community in its early days.

Others included Men's clubs, Women's clubs and a Literary and
Debating Societ}. Like the Young People's Society, they oftln
combi%?d religipus and educational goals-and their membership was .
exclusive and homogeneous.

Another,{nstitution which ref]écts the close relationship
in this co&%uqity'between religion and education issthe St. Andrews
Literary Soc1ety of Montreal West, ;h1ch wgs founded in 1898. The
nevi res1dent1a] settlement had only become a chartered town the
previous year. Yet within a year these citizens already had their
own kiterahy Society. This oraanization reflected a‘unique atti-

tude toward the cultivation of the mind and the spirit in an era

when literacy alone was a mark of distinction. It gave this group,

-,
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a largelproportjon gf;whqm‘wefe im&ig?aqts} an g]itist self-im;é:
and vefy Tikely prédueed a sjnﬁ]ar image to the external society.

The constitution of-ihis orgaﬁizatwon'certain]y conveys thq
1mpgression of e;c1usivity and high moral expectations. In article
11, it states asnjts object ”fhe 1nm¥oveﬁent’of its members in liter-
ary and, scientific pursuits, the cultivation of public speaking and

the management of affa;>s.”76

Was it the average man on the street”
who felt a need for "the cultivation of public speaking and the manage-
ment of affairs" or was it rather those who éaw themselves as present
or potential leaders of society ang "managers of af}airs.' .

The meetinés of this group usually included the presentation

»

of a Tearned paper by a member d%»a guest. Some of the programs "
were: a Patriotic Night, a Scottish coencert, a lecture on Shakesheare
and debates of issues such as 'Resolved that Great Britain has a

greater future than that of the United State®' and 'Resolved that

Prohibition is the best solution to the Tiquor problem'. One lecture
’ /

7

delivered by a Mr. Y. Brady was entitled "Songfellow." It was con-’
cerned with the early 1life of his ancestors and was followed by a
comrentary by a distinguished coméunity leader who discussed the
influence qf surroundings and other family connections. Other
thics included "The Cathedrals and Castles of Scotland”.and
“The Railway System of Canadal" 'The ‘imperﬁaf ties'of this organi-
zation are reflected in the/ cancellation of a concert "on the
death of our Sovereign Lady Queen Victorié?77

This was a fairly exclusive organization as indicated by
article 11l of its constitution. It states that "any member of the
/Mont}ea] West Presbyterian Church and any diher persbn upon

the recomendation of two members of the Soc{ety and approval of

the executive committee shall be eligible for membership upon the
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payment of 10¢."78Stated otherwise, a member of the church would
automatically become accepted Since they have obviously been "appro-
priately formed" to qualify for membership. Otherwise, not only
did ope need the -two recomendations of members, who were alyeady

1likely to be members of the local eiite, but beyond this, one had

to merit the approval of the Society's elite, the executive committee.

This privilege of membership was accorded not only to such
highﬁy qualified adults but also to children. 1In the light of the

Presbyter1an respect for education, this is hardly surprising. Yet

=N

there was nothing light-hearted or casuaJ about the obldgations of

.its members.

§

Article VIII of its constitution clearly sets out the condi-
tions for removal of a delinquent (or deviant) member. It states
N
that “Any member shall be 17ab1e for expulsion,if quilty of conduct

unbecom1ng a member of th1s society, such member to be notified in

writing by the Secretary, such charge to be brought_before« the commit-

tee- and approved by them 7%k)str1ct a form of discipline, when ap-
4

plied to c1v1]1ans, is reminiscent of noth1ng less than the Britigh
diplomatic corps.
The members 6flthis organization certaiﬂiy took their respon-

sibilities seriously. if, as a result of illness or for sehe other

t

reason, a'meﬁber was prevented from deliverifg a paper, he did not
simply send word that he would be absent. As \ecords of the Society
indicate, the ebsent member conscientiously sent g. his paper
to be read on his behajf by another ‘member. s

" The executive body of this group was, as might be expected,

*

~

¢
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'

also very serious. A record was kept of the attepdanc.e of each
member of the Executive Committee and we see that these meetings

were well-attended.

~

Despite the restrictive conditions for mepbership, this
elitist organization seems to have folourished in the early days of

Montreal West. The table below illustrates their high growth rate.

Table IX
St. Andrews Literary Society of Montreal West

Year Number of Members ; ‘\ Y
1899 41
1900 « 93
o
1961 200 | e
&
1902 371*

*0f these, 109 were city residents, and 262 were Montreal West residents
of whom 200 were adults and 62 were children,

»

Source: Journal, St. Andrews Literary Society,
Archi\{es: Montreal West Historical Society.

/ Its members, who were usually also amongq the community's
elit{presented acertain set of values. With no political or
~reh’§ious questions allowed at meeféngs, dissent or cri tiéism
could not overstep the bounds.of propriety.so This society must

have been a powerful force in shaping the hearts and minds of the

residents of this smail community. -

A number of the other local organizations were reflections
7y e *
of the commul’n&it_y‘s values. For instance, not only was temperance
important to the Presbyterians but Prohibition was then also B

an important public issue. While the community's position
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&
on this topic is obvious fror. its carly opposition to the serving
of liquor at the Blue Bonnets Hotel before the latter bumt

down, the community organized in various voluntary associations

concerned with thi; issue. One such association was specifically .

concerned with the ptebiscite on Prohibition being held nationally.

Meetings were held at Aberdeen Hall in order to 1eep Montreal West

'quite free from taverns or saloons'. Reverend N.G. Bradford and

Reverend Mr. Douglas spoke at the meéiing. Also, the Provincial

Secretaryvspoke on the plebiscite céncerning Prohibition. A -committee

wgs set up to promoge a vote in favour of the plebiscite. Dr. W.f.

Kelley and Mr. Bradford were made chairman and secretary respectively

" while the committee also includedMessrs. Wm. Park, J. Milne, W. Higgins,

W.S. Lingley, DeGruchy, Kirkpatrick, W. Rodger . Boyd. and Mayor-McClat-

chie. Its composition shows the recurring appéarance of the local elite. !
Aside from the coﬁmittee concerned with the plebiscite, the

local attitude toward the consumption of alcohol isysymbolized among

the women by the Montreal West Women's Christiaﬁ Temperance Union, formed

February .14, 1911. Among the youth it is represenfed by the Young

People's Christian Endeavour Society, which held quarterly rallies at

Tocations such as the Y.M.C.A. at which speeches, refreshments, and
A
__athletic events were the norm. .
/

An investigation of the other organizations which proliferated

in this young community will further illustrate how the founders of this

community perpetuated their traditionalistic values and ensyred the homogeneity

-

¥




‘organizations reflected this.

of Montrea)l West's society.
The community's imperial ties and the residents' patriotic
sentiments at the time of World War 1 were reflected in a number of

Women's organizations. The Montreal West chapter of the Imperial

'Daughters of the Empire, which is overtly dedicated to patriotic

ideals and charitable activities was espe@1a]]y\act1ve during Worid
War 1. They held a Patriotic Fund and Collection Campaign for Montreal
West under the auspices of some of the 1oc;: elite.go In the

same period, the Montreal Nést Women's Club also provided active

and patriotic support to the war effor£. They contributed funds tog
the Red Cross, the Belgian Relief Fund, the Victorian Order of Nurses

and a fund for soldiers lost ©verseas. 81

Moreover, inlthe same period,
a Montreal West Red Cross Circle was oOrganized. ,Also the Women's

Win the War Association of Mont}ea1 West, whose patriotic interests .
are quite evident -in the name, were organized jn this period. Whether
they raised funds, grew produce, knitted clothing or rolled bandages,

the local women were very committed to the 'war effort' and their local

¢ Iy

The Intemational Order of Foresters (1.0.F.), court no. 1815,
was the local branch of a fraternal organization with ties to Britain,
active in providing insurance to its members. This Tocal orqanizatibn
also formed the Amateur Athletic Association which inciuded a group.
of bowlers who played matches with the Caledonians, presumably a
group in another part of the city. It is likely that they used

the bowling alleys which were then located in the Town Hall.

yal
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s
é: The Montreal West Women's Club reflects the cultural values

of the community. According to"its constitution,

y — ’ ~

"Thé object of the club shall be to encourage a wider knowledge

of Titerature, music, art, problems of social life; to promote
recreational activities, to create mutual sympathy and coopera- *
tion, and support the welfare of the community and é? stimulate

an active interest in general philanthropic work."

Its membership was again highly selective - and its sense of history

and tradition was clearly set out in its Rules of 0rdér.83 The °

sophistication of its membership seems to be reflected in the caréful

¢ /~/ »

description of the treasurer's role in budgeting procedures which , o
accord1ng to a found1n§ member, were clearly defined. 84

ﬁ The men of this town were men of the world w1th wide- Yang1ng
%;terests.gs On October 23, 1916, they formed the Men's Association
of Montreal West, whose purpose was the discussion of gocia], political
and commercial qLestions.86 B ‘

,Manyfof them also bé?onged\to the Montreal Rotary C]gb which

met in downtown Montreal. The Rotaé} was'brfmar11y a business men's
association in which only one member of an occupation was periwitted

in order to further the financial interests of its members. When

the Montreal Rotary was no longer able to accomodate the poteptial

_new members from the community, the Montreal West branch was established.e

an

Very earliy on, a 10caf‘gardening society was formed. The
activities of this organization, the Montreal WesteHorticultunal and -
Agricultural Society, were many and they indicate-the integration be- -

tween this organization and others in the conmun1ty Moreover, they

show how the community values were ref1ected at the Tevel of the

i
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porcanization.
The Society published an annual handbook to assist residenis ~ }
with their own gardening. An annual Flower and Vegetable Show was

seld in the Town'HaH.B7 In order to encouraée the vounger generation,

“

prizes were offered for bouquets of wild flowers and, at the show,

] ! »

each cfild was given a pot of geraniums-to tend cover the summer,

with prizes going to the most successful gardener. The Society \

also held an annual Roge Show which came to have a fine reputatjon

for the excellence of its blooms and a plant sale from which the

proceeds were given to the local churches so that they could buy

bulbs for their grounds. The outgoing President in 1911 Prged the

members to be free-handed with plants, shrubs . . . to newcomer&~whg

had gardens to make. It is*therefore not surprising that Montreal \\\
West should have come to be known as 'The Garden Suburb.' \\\

? .
The Montreal West Association for the Blind and the lLadies Aid

e S
Society of the Presbyterian Church were both dedicated to social wel-

fare. In addition, there was the Elm Boys AAA, the Elm Girls

500 Club,  the O.U.R. Euchre Club, the Montreal West Dramatic Club,

the Pastime Club, the Little Helpers Society, which had been formed on

February 11, 1911 to help the Children's Memorial Hospital, the Montreal

West Boys Club and the Children's Bluebird Club of Montreal West.‘88

There was a1;o the Montreal West Playgrounds Association, which has

since become the Montreal West Civic Recreation Association.

The Montreal West Operatic Society was established in the 1940's

to present the operettas by the English team of Gilbert and Sullivan.

. Although in recent year§, productions have been held outside the town

and the cast comes from all parts of the c¢ity, the organization receives

. Tocal municipal”support to this day.

With respect to voluntary organizations'devoted to sports, the

. 4
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v
town's activities were again a reflection of their ethnic, religious
and socio-economic backgrBund. The residents played golf on the golf
course owned by the Canadian Pacific Railway, officially in Cote St. Luc,

9 .
but on the municipal boundary of Montreal West.8 These residents

who were not themselves employees of the railway company were friends -

and neighbours of those who were, so that the use of the course and )
club house facilities does not appear to have been a problem. Tennis

was also -<a popular local activity and both the United (formerly

i

Presbyterian) and Anglican chu.-ches had tennis courtson their grounds

»

as did the Canadian Pacific Railway. Calisthenics was tauaht at the

Jocal schaol, with prizes given for exceptional performance. By far

the most brominent local sports ware lawn bowling and curling.
i
~ One of the most important voluntary associations in Montreal

West has been the local curling club. Originally named the Montreal

A

West Lawn Bowling and Curlting Club, it was a recreational and social organiza-

tion which was founded during the community's infancxland has been an
i 92

important social and political force in the Town until recent years.

Officially dedicated to the locally popular sports of lawn

—

"bowling and curling, thds club also sFrved a number of different func-
tions. Since the demise of the Blue Bonnets Hotel, whiéﬁ had been
considered unacceptable by the local population, this had been for years
the ene community facility where drinking was permitted. The community's
norms did not forbid the drinking of alcoholic beveraggs. Rather, what
was considered improper was overindulgence in alcohol. Within tHe
privacy of the club, those members who might have overindulged were
protected from public embarassment as was the community itself. The ©

curling club's Tiquor permit served an economic as well as a social

purpose for its members. If a rising executive needed a suitable place
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to entertain his superior after-disembarking from the trdin and

before bringing him to his home for dinner, the club's ‘social facil-

’ it;;kb,ymrenidea]iy suited to his purposes.

The membership of this organization was made up primafi]z}of
the coﬁﬁunitx‘s residents although there were a few members who
either had business interests in the Town or were related to '
residents.93 ’ ,

-
1 4

The close relJ;ions between the local municipal Commission ana
the curling club are reflected by éertain adjustments made to the
building code. When .it was found that the club house Bﬂan did not
conform to certain requirementé, the 1atteé was amended.

Despite the fact that in théaearly yeafé SO many.residents
belonged to the curling club, this organizatioa was rather exclusive.
Membership was by nomination 6hfy. Nominations by one member had to

r

be seconded.by another and voted on by the efecutive, 5o that the

club’eventually becape an allocator of prestige.94
The curling club also became the allocator of political posi-

tions within the tbwn.95 Until recently, this club always seemed to

reflect the local elite at any given time.. It took upon itself the.role

of proposing the slate for the members of the municipal council which

was almost automatically accepted by the population. It is not sur-

prising therefore that for many years, every mayor of thg Town had

been or was to become a president of the curling club. |

‘ The club's role in the socialization of the residents ought

not to be overlooked since curling was an ‘extremely popular activity

in the town's early days.96 As could be expected of an organization

" which has such a substantial and closely-screened population, this °
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_ organization has beenéa symbol of social solidarity. It is recorded
‘ ' ’ W
in the minutes of the year 1921 that "the watchword be harmony and

that we as a club stand firmly together for each other."g7

~

This motto seems to reflect the Scottish sense of kinship and to
symbo]iée the social solidarity of this éommunity. This unifying
function takes an added-importance if we recall that the community

was actually made up of three religious denominations and that the

curling club was able to unite the members into one close-knit group.
What made the cU?]ing c¢lub more crucial than the others isAf
thét mgpbers from the Targer network outside Montreal West could be
taken to ‘the club. Its 'quest privileges' therefore made it a locus
fo} network interaction both within and outside the local commum'ty.98
The éxistence of the curling c]ub was not of short duration.
It has served and still serves generations of 1oca1 residents and it
: is-only with recent~changes in other areas that the curling club
f has declined somewhat in its importance Qithin the local c0mmunity.99
An indication of the community's commi ttmént to tennis as a
sport_and of the financial pos1t1on of the res1dents of this community
was the establishment of the Benedicts Club. 100 Incorporated on the

first of may, 1926, this club was established as a private company

. wwith the cost of sharées q} the price of one hundred dollars each. At

-

this liigh fee, twenty nine res1dents of the small communlty were among
thg founding shareholders. The club was also involved w1th badenton
’during the winter. Active until 1949, the club was then purchased by
the Town to Jperate as a Municipa] Tennis C]ub

Beyond this there were other*community act1v1tes which were

organized about regular rituals that served, in- add1tlon to their stated

L]

N, o -
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purpose, the_‘ latent function of binding the fconm'unity’s members
Lc‘loser together and perpetuating their. values and ideals. Games.5u§h
as hockey, bowling and billiards were popular with the men whﬂé the
ladies carried out much of their social integration by means of
'what was still beilg'; refegrred to as 'receiving.' On,particuiar days,
a lady would be 'at home' to callers at which time dainty hon]e-
baked pastr‘ies were served with te;a. More formal entertaining was
a1.so an ‘1'mpolrtant part of the t‘omunity's social life. Dances were
held frequenity, and from time to time, organized groups were received.w]
Among the organizations which linked Montreal West to the
external Anglo-Saxon Canadian community was the Young Men's Christi'an
Association. The 'community at large' was very much a concern of the Y.
In response to the"indolehce and weakness of character whicjh were deemed to be
be by-products of our changing mode of h’vi'ng",mzthe Y, was ’expected

to offer physical and moral development and to help maintain Protes\tant

103
values.

L)

One way that the Y maintained its hTgh moral tone and
its untarnished social image is through the community position of

- its leadership. These individuals tended to be financially successful

~and were generally members of the community eh’te.]04

Through its clubs, its involvement in the Boer War a;\d

[

in*World War I as well as in its service .to4the railway-men, the -
Y.M.C.A. reflected Protestant, middle-class va\]ues. All told, the
Y represents a cpntinue;tion of Anglo-Saxon Protestant values on
_Canadian scnt] with Montreal West as an important participant.

\ The 'Y', initially a British prgselytizing movement founded
by Geqr:g-e Williars, had exten;ed its “base to include centres in the
United States and>1‘n Canada. It saw’ its nole in terms of spiritual

4

education and initially catered, as ind“ica»ted by ii:s full title, the

/N



religious society which had ‘a selective membership to whom it had a
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_Young Men's Christian Association, to youna men, whom it taught to

w105

be "manly, ceurteous and clean in spéech and in body. Essentia1iy,

the 'Y' wds a social welfare ofganization. It was at the same time a

certain mission. As such it was closely linked with the churches and.

I . . 106
other. religious organizations.

%

Based on the ratignale that a clean healthy body %icilitated -

the development of the mind and thereby also facilitated re'ligious ex-
perience, it pfovided boys with phjsica] examinations, gymnasia and

swimming poo]s in their various branches This physical development '
was to be extended to the intellectual sohele by participation in cer-

tain of the Y's clubs. For instance, the George Williams Club

.developed 'skills in debating and in ‘public speaking which were to

build a young man's self—confidence’and ambition and lead him even-

tually to pdsitidns of respons1b1T1ty and respect' Another club,

the Young Men's Forum was a d1squss1on group which concerned itself
with various wordly topics. For instance, in 1924, among the .topics
concerned with individua]\success, the ?orum.discussed Labor legisla-
tion and the Stable ﬁegd]ation of the Economic(System'. The 'Y' was
not straying }ar from 'The Protestant Ethic'. Its British and Protes-

tant connectionslmight help to explain its role in the South African

War (1899-1900).- Previously the Y had always been conducting services

at the anpual Canadian militid camps which were-held every summer.
With  the onset oﬁhthe Boer War, the Y felt itself duty-bound to send
representatives to dccompany the Canadian se}vice-men overseas and

to continue the Y's work while the men were away from home. Again,
during World War I, the Y concerned itself with the needs of servicemen
on every plane. The Y provided mea15‘ beds, banking faci;ities,

S




billiards, gymnasium games, educational classes and lectures, social «

actiyities, concerts and orchestral music as well as sing songs and

re]ﬁgioug meetings. Staff members were gradually replaced by“voluhteers
Al 2 '

8

as the former enlisted to go overseas. For instance, 300 members of

the Women's Committee took over various duties so %hat they cod]d(a]]

- /
do whatever{ possible for the 'War Effort'. ’ :

/
/

The Y also felt called upon)to serve that famous and privileged

Canadianyinstjtution:-thq railway. At the request of the ﬁéilway a

T e e i
. substantial number of Ra11road Assoc1at10ns were estab11shed to serve

~

its ‘employees. For instance a Grand Trunk Pa11way Compahy building
site apd substantial financial contributions were offefed in Poind
St. Charies~to provide the usual facilities as well qé more basic

\.
facilities such' as sleeping rooms, bathtubs, showeﬁ; and lunchrooms

for the use of the railway workers who stopped ovek in this district. 107

Finally, just as municipa] reform had chome a popular concern

in Montreal in this period, so the community of Hontréal Vest. had

7éétab1ished the Montreal West Municipal Association to provide

a forum for such concerns. 108 /

x , /

,’*\Ne have dwscussed the nature ofthe community which has been
fo%nded in Montreal Junction by 1ook1ng/at its social institutions and
sociél structures. Essentially, the‘}écal population seems to have .
been establishing it3Q}f to some exggHt as a managerial and business
e]ite% interested in perpe;iating/énd maintaining their British her?tage
aﬁd their=superio? education Q/er time, they actively supported a,
w1de varlety of organizations }n order to perpetuate their values

and to maintain the social’ c?1mate in which they wished to live. We

] /

// ‘ x
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see this in the continuity between the settfng of the home and the
" family as well as in the various”voluntary organizations.. ‘Loca1 spokes-
* men have ehpﬁasized that the tommunity_is a residential suburb, a
«‘garden suburb, and all efforts at changingith{s essential nature of the

6bmmunity have been successfully resisted, even to the present day.

The consequences of this proliferation of voluntary organiza-

tions were the perpetuat1on of British values and 1oya1ty to the British

" Empire as well as the perpetuation of a closed community which was

self-sufficient in nearly eve}y way. It kept recreation and sports
activities within the confines and control of the town and created a
network which extended to business (elationships suéh is those be-
tween men who met in the railway companies as well as within the
church and the curling club, the latter having been, in the opinion
of the current president, the focus of community life.

This commun1ty had developed a complex formal structure It
.had 2 h1gh proportion of 1nd1v1dua1s with a ma30r1ty of thejr social
relations within their community, or at least within their ethnic. groups.
Its local and its extra-local vb1untary organizations and'its many
contacts with many part of the wider social network Jkthin the macro-

U
system, indluding the Canadian Industrial Elite, helped this community -

A

look after its needs in just about every aspect of life. >

For much of this time, Montreal West saw itself Ps.se1f~sufficient
to a férge extent and yet, as has been shown, it also maintained close
relations with tﬁose e]#te organizations and corporations which acted in
terfls of Canada and not merely in terms of Montreal. Within the provincial
c ,ﬁext, there seems to have been little relevance for Montreal West

in the f}st that it was a part‘of the province of Quebec.
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Summary

The ethn1c1ty and the historical experience of the res1kf‘“
\’

"dents of this community was to play a major role in molding the

local social structures and institution Furthermore, the ro]e

of the Scots and the Engllsh in the Canadian po]1t1ca1 economy

>

hqd 1mportant»1mp1i¢atjons.for the Scots and the Eng]ishmon %n

‘Montreal West.

. The important ro]e of the Church.in the cu1ture and
recreat1on of the Protestant denominations is ev1dent in the many
1oca1 functions and organizations that were associated with it:
'The’#resbyterian attitude toward education and the advanced level
of education in both Scotland 4nd England wehé reflected 'in the ex-
cellence of the local scheol and in the specialized occupations for
which the local residents qualified. Their ethnic ties and,-therg—

fore, their language, also linked them with the dominant social class,

provgding them with avenues to certain occupations and thus to social’

TS LI
’{meJ ]"Itx‘.

- \ " Local housing vas r=1ated to rmany factors 1nc1ud1ng the

socio-economic status and the Puritan standards of the re51dents
Local conditions which had been established ear]y in the Town s
development were very closely related to the Town's re]at1ons w1th

the outside in terms of .the citizens p]aces in their respectwve
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social networks. However, as the social structures outside the

Town were to undergo modification, the networks themselves were

also modified so that the collective 1ife of the Town witimately

"was to lie in the stability of this wetﬁof' extended social networks.

K4

1



Hotes to-Chapter Four

1 While these organizations will be discussed individually
under voluntary organizations, the reader's attention is directed to
the patriotic activities of many of these organizations in response to
World Wap I while there was so much anti-conscription sentimenf in the
French (Anadian community.

2 Martin, Where London Ends, p. 113.

3 See pp. 98-100. ,

Megsieurs Percival, Davis, Griagg, Wilkins were present.
W.J. Percival, Diary.p. 66, Archives: Montreal West Historical Society
5 ¢.J.W. Davies, £.J. Bedbrooke, McClatchie agd W.J. Percival
constituted thecommittee and Mes<ieurs Bedbrooke—ahd Percival consti-
tuted the sub-committee. W.J. Percival, Diary. C. McClatchie, p. 74,
Archives: Montreal West Historical Society , p. 74.

® An Act to incorporate the Town of Montreal West, 1897. Archives:
Town of Montreal West.

! Recalling the national climate which was then so concermed with
_ municipal and social reform, the issues uf cautious administration and
opposition to a local liquor license take on specia® relevance.

8 This refers to well-tended gardens and the strict buildina code.

9 They claimed they wished to)keep out those who jump off the tram-
ways according to a local history of the town- "Montreal West Yesterday
and Today", Reprinted from Montreal Daily Herald, Archives: The Montreal
West Historicdl Society.

10 See pp. 172 -173.
W see pp. 181 -182. .
12 mr. percival was the Election Clerk. .

:3 Jeremy Decarie was then mayor of N.D.G.
4

15

~—‘\jﬁ The nation was recovering from‘war so that the availability of
credit and materials was severelyrestricted.

]7 The new Tixtures supplied four times as much’ Tight at less cost
than.did’ the original 1ights@

18 "Montreal West Yestérdéy and Today. Reprint from Montreal Daily
Herald. Archives: Montreal West Historical Society.

-~

Mr. Laberge was then Town Clerk of St. Henry.
See p. 143.

TN
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13 The Municipal Commission:.was changed to the Municipal Council.

in 1920. An Act to incorporate the Town of Montreal West, as Amended
1n Chapter 97, Article 5296. ’

20 This was on July A, 1892.

21 "Mr. Ramsay undertook the duties of janitor for May, Mr. C.C.

-Ballantyne undertakes the duties for June and Mr. Fyfe for July.

Mr. Milne places his horse at the disposal of Mr. Pidgeon, to save
his horse gaing to the Vale. Mr. Paterson and Mr. Percival under-
take to look after the furnace." Source: Davi&-Watson, "Looking back
- at Montreal West r First Presbyterian Church, Part I, The Informer,
19 February, 1976, Vol. 4, no. 4. Were it not for their devotion ¢

to the church, and moreover, to their religion, these men would
doubtless have considered such tasks beneath them since what we know
* of their occupations and financial status is inconsistent with these
humble ghores. '

22 In 1925, Church Union between the Methodists and the Presbyter-
ians led tothe formation.pf the United Church. Some Presbyterians
stayed out. They rented the Methodist building for a short time, up

ountil 1927, when a new one was built.

23 The Methodists met at the home of Mr. John Rodger at 34 .
Brock Averwe with student John McAlpine conducting the services.

24 Herald Avenue has since been re-named Brock Avenue.

B 25 David Watson, "Montreal West-l:ooking Back,"The Herald Avenue
Methodjst Church, The Informer (Montreal West, December 1975 Wol. 4,
no. 3, p: 7. :

26 On one occasion, a local minister, when he had heard about
boxing lessons for young boys being conducted after school by the
local pharmacist, put a stop to this sport. On another occasion,

Sunday dances being held in a local hall were stopped by a local
minister. Interview, Local Resident.

21 This refers to a Mr. Parmalu, who had recently become Secretar
of the Protestant Committee of Public Instruction at Quebec. Mr. Parmalu
served as the community's Tink between local education and the provincial

educational authorities, suggesting appropriate bureaucratic procedures
and smoothing the way behind the stCenes. "W.J. Percival, Diarv,

pp. 59-67. Archives: on*real West Historical Socigty.

28 The committee included Messrs. C. McClatchie, Thompson, E.J.
Bedbrooke and W.J. Percival of whom Messrs. Bedbrooke and Percival ,
constituted the sub-committee. The relevant experience of the latter
gentlemen is noteworthy in this context. In England, Mr. Percival had
been employed first as a collector in a large real estate firm, then as
a resident agent on a large estate. He had also held a number of positions
with the English railway system previous to the above employments.

Ibid, pp. 74-77. '
29

30 This was quite offensive to the Roman Cathalic residents and
was later to be corrected. Ibid, p. 66. Archives: Mohtreal West Historical
Society. . <

W.J. Percival, Diary, p. 65 Archives: Montreal West Historical Sdciety.
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+ N ‘ . .
3 It included T.A. Trenholme "the milliagnaire milkman"; Dr.
A.L. McCrae, a Presbyterian minister; W.J. Percival, an Anglican
C.P.R. employee and one of the first homeowners; E.J. Bedbrooke, also
a railway employee and an early homeownmer who served as secrefary
- and C.M. McClatchie, an affluent bilingual resident who conversed
easily in Erench with the Provincial authorities and who served as chair- |
man. < . ' a*
32
33 o . . .
Shortly thereafter, the Roman Catholic Councid af Fducation
had appointed a Board of Trustees for their district and thereafter no .
friction occurred.
34

35 . : . '
. Aberdeen, whether referring to the British Monarch's represen-

tative here, that is tho current Governor-General Lord Aberdeen or to
Aberdeen, the Scottish city which i's the home of an 0ld and areat
university, reflects the ethnic loyalty of this community. 7

3 s ~
6 Rev. John Simms, fermer chajirman of the Protestant School Board of
Greater Montreal. Telephone Interview ( Aprilg; 1981).

37 See pp. 120-124.

] 38 See pp. 140-154 for a discussion 6f the establishment of the
new School Board and Schogl. '

33 We omit a description of the 1931 building because the present
study concentrates on the 1890-1920 period. However, we note that much
attention was given to laboratory and manual training facilities, to
modern playground facilities and to the structural innovations of
thesday. "Montreal West Yesterday and Today," reprinted from the Montreal
Daily Herald. (app. 1930)- Archives: Montreal test Historical Society.

This is the same Mr. Parmalu who-has been discussed earlier.

1

This offer was made by David Leach. See p. 154,

O From an academic and an athletic perspective, it too Rid a fine
reputation. » '

! Acheson, "Social Origins of the Canadian Industrial Elite," 1885-
1910," pp. 189-192.°
42

&

[y

See Appendix II.
43 -

Y .
T.W. Achesan,"The Changing Social Origins .
Industrial Elite," pp. 156 - 157, - rigins of the Canadian

‘x

4 See pp.174-189.

Aside from a small number of Methodists, the resident
nearly all Presbyterians and Anglicans. ’ s ere

46
0 Brown and Cook, Canada 1896-1925, pp. 128-143.
Martel, La Situation Des Francophones D'Amerique Au Tou}nant'Du

Siecle I: "Les Données Economiques,™ p. 57.
= .

A
‘e
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4 - . . ' .
8 Carmen Thouret Kirkpatrick, "Memories of Long Aago Montreal Junction,
Montreal West: 1893-1900". Archives: Montreal West Historical Society.

49 1piq.

50 . . ‘
_ Jeremy Boissevain and J. Clyde Mitchell, Network Analysis: Studies
in Human Interaction (The Hague and Paris: Moncton and Co., 1973), p. 7.

51 Ibid, p. 163.
52 See diagram "Web of Extended Networks of Social Relations," p. 163.
53

See Diagram, "Web of Extended Networks of Social Relations," p. 163.
%4 See pp. 98-100.

> For instance Flmiurst dairy was immediately outiside the :
municipalboundary and Bradley's diary was within it. -

56 See p.’”°53.
57 1bid, p. 53. .
58 '

. See pp. 186- ]8?

59 T.A. Trenholme, who had been referred to as "the millionaire
milkman" was the owner of a large and modern dairy. He had
connections with business, was active in horse racing and did much
travelling.

Dr. A.L. McCrae was a Presbyterian minister whose church
involvement brought him into contact with the cfity's Presby-

[

i

. terian and other Protestant representatives.

W.J. Percival was a member of the Anglican Church and an
employee of the CPR railway company.
C.M. McClatchie was a former executive, retired from the construction

" industry.

60 Tho !tayors, uounéi1lors and Compjssioners of Montreal West
from 1897 to 1935 are Tisted in Appendix Ik

61 Carmen Thouret K1rkpatr1ck "Memories of Le\ﬁ g0 Montreal Junction,
Montreal West: 1893-1900." Archives: Montreal West Hist 1ca] Society.

- 62 -See pp. 108 - 109.

6? The agent thus protected himself from ostracism in the fyture
for not having lived up to the informal understanding to maintain he
community's norms.
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64According to a presentation made by the local Citizens
Association and reported in the Montreal West Monthly of March, 1911,
that is Volume 1, Number 2, "No license can be given so long as the
Council refuse to grant a certificate to the Provincial Authorities
authorizing them to issue a license to any person. " The.decision
therefore rests with the Council and the citizens.

65 When D.J. Descarie was mayor of the village of the Municipality
of Notre Dame de Grace, certain by-laws were already inteffect.

66 By-Law 17, section 16 prohibits the erection of tenement houses
within the town.

+ 67 By-Law 17, section 17 prohibits external steps higher than 8
feet above the street level.

~a

68 The town provided separate cans for ashes and garbage which
was %% be placed carefully wrapped at the rear of the -house.

Signs projecting more than 10" from the front wall of a store...

were prohibited, according to By-Law 17, section 42.
- . v

70 Section 50 states that Factories, refineries... are not permitted
except if special form is posted on building with the details so that
residents in the vicinity can oppose the granting of their application
by the Council. Section 53 prohibits a fireplace or chimney which is
used for working engines by steam or in any mi11, factory, dye-house,
brewery, bake house or gas house or in any manufacturing or trade
process whatever.

71 See By-Law 1. Archives: Town of ilontreal West.

72 See Editorial, A.E. Stephenson, in Montreal West:Monthly, St.
Philips Young Men's Association, July 1911, Volume 1, Number 6. (This
periodicg] was published in aid of the School for the Blind.)

73 Building Commissioner's Report. Town of Montreal West, 1931.

74 John R. Seeley, Alexander R. Sim, Elizabeth W. Lorsley,
Crestwood Heighfs: a North American Suburb,(Toronto, University of,
Toronto Press, 1956}, p. 292.

75 These topics included - "Resolved that the exclusion of
Orientals from Canada is Justifiable, Pioneers in the West, Misfit
and Black, The Family, The Work of Life (which included papers on
the necessity of Labor, the Issues of Labor and A Choice of Calling),
Our Relations to the Poor and Criminal Classes, Rights and Duties of
Citizenship, the Jew in Canada, Rome in Canada, What is a Good
Education and The New Patriotism." .

7 Collection of Annual Minutes of the St. Andrews Literary
Society, Not Paginated, Archives: Montreal West Historical Society.

77 1 .
Ibid. \\\ -
78 Ibid. :
79 1pid. ( _
80 The convenor was Mrs. J.M. Milne; §r§. Percival, Mrs. Rodger;
Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. Wilfred P. Trenholme were among her assistants.

81 The Montreal West Women's Club also had a committee which
collected toys, had them mended by a Jocal resident, and then sent them

on to the poor at Christmas.
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82 Article I, Section 1V, states that: "A candidate for offi1ze

should submit to the Membership Chairrman her membership fee together
with her signed application endorsed by two active members as sponsZ-s.
An application is subject to approval by the Executive Board.

83The Article of the Constitution dealing with Standing Committees
mentions that "An Archives Committeg be appoinied to preserve all
1mportant past and current records.

84Section VIIT of Article 11 states that: "The treasurer shall
receive, collect and hold receipts for funds of the Club, disburse
same by order of the Executive Board, all vouchers to be counter-
signed by the President. ( She shall sign and deliver membership
tickets and shall by January First send to riembers in arrears, a bill
for their annual fees. Shé shall present a monthly report to the
Executive Board and to the Club at the subsequent business meeting.
She shallgspbmit her books together with all vouchers and rece1pts to
an Audito%”appointed by the Exegutive Board, whose report she shall
add to her own at the Annual Meeting." .

85For instance, anona jts officers were Alec Peden, Jr., architect
who designed Loyola and G=orge E. Templemen, chief plumbing engineer for .
the construction of the Shriners Hospital, @ project uncertaken by Charles
Eallantyne. Templemen was also chief enginecer of the Electrical -Commission
of the City of Montreal and designed most of the underground conduits
used in the city today.

86Topics for that year included 'Forestry Conservation'. 'Coal Tar
Products', 'The Commercjial Expansion of Canada', 'Canada’s Water
Resources and Power Development', and 'A Conception of a World Wide
State'. Among their speakers for that year were Mr. Henry Timmins,
an expert on Single Tax and a Mr. T.B. Macauley who was President of
Sun Life Assurance Company as well as of the (Canada West-Indian lLeague.

87In order to make a contribution to the war effort, they decided
on May of 1917 to encourage vegetable farming by offering special
prizes for successful vegetable growers. .

8 The Elm Girls 500 Club, Montreal West Monthly, March 1911, Vol. 1, No.
2, (By February, 1912, the publication of this periodical had been taken
over by the Town).\Archives: Montreal West Historical Society.

89Land for the\§01f course was purchased by the Canadian Pacific
Railway in 1917. It is presumed that the golf-course was constructed
after.the end of the war in 1918. This information was provided by
Omer Lavalée, Corporate Archivist, Canadian Pacific Railway, Auyust 7, 1980.

20 4iss Rose Baker Edwards, the local gym teacher, was
the only teacher from outside the town.

9]This was a reflection of the English and Scottish heritage
respectively.

92According to one source, the men's curling club was founded
by J.J. Milne in 1912. The ladies club was added in 1918. According
to another source, Mr. J.A. Elder conceived the idea of starting a
lawn bowling club in Montreal West. He approached Mr. Joe Colby and
Mayor James Ballantyne. A General Meeting of Montreal West residents
was called and this resulted in the establishment of a Tawn bowling
and curling club. -
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93According to the 1922 membership 1ist, there were abeout four
non-resident members out of a total of 130. One non-resident member
was W.B. Jeakins of Molsons' Bank. (This institution had Toanegd the
Town some money in the early years of scarce credit. Up until”today,
the Town has maintained its gratitude and loyalty. Although Molson's
has since been taken over by the Royal Bank and other banks have
bought the Town's account, it remains unchanged to this day.)
Others were relatives of residents such as A.M. Milne of Westmount
and J.A. Reid of Beaver Hall Hill. Members were Tlikelyta 1live
within a small area surrounding the club, i.e. parts of Brock,
Ballantyne, Strathearn, Faston,Ainslie, Westminster, Percival and
Bedbgooke Avenues. .

94One local resident had moved to a less exclusive suburb in the
early days of her marriage and had'subsequently ' returned to purchase
a home in the community of her youth. A neighbour who had known the
woman's mother and still lived in the Town offered to provide this
woman's husband with a letter of introduction to the curling club,
attesting to the fact that the wife's family had been residents of
the Town.

950ne local paﬁdidate for the office of Commissioner of Police
and Fire of an ethnic and relicious background different from that
of most of the community's residents, did not have the approval of
the curling club.: The club posted a letter of opposition to his
candidacy within its building and it carried out a telephone
campaign in the community calling into question the candidate's
competence for the position due to his inexperience in the field.
However, past and future candidates for the same position did not
themselves have any more training or experience for this position.

96 i

97 . .
Annual Minutes, 1921, Montreal West Curling Club, Archives:’
Montreal West Historical Society.

In 1922, there were 137 Jocal members and a few from elsewhere.

98 . . '
,5(f For instance, according to a photograph, Sir John A. MacDonald,
"(\ a former Canadian Prime Minister.had been a guest at the curling club.
J

99See Appendix I1

100 Ve ors . . . . S
The Town's financial contribution to this organization is k 4

recorded in the minutes of the Municipal Council of Montreal West,
“ 1930. Volume: January 1939 - October 1934, p. 58. Archives:
Town of Montreal West.

1O]Acc0rding to the Montreal West Monthly of November, 1911,
Volume 1, Number 9, the MiSses Fyfe entertained the Elm Girls while
Mrs. G.E. Templeman entertained the Douglas Methodist Choir. Also,
according to the society column of the Montreal West Monthly of
March 1911, Volume 1, Number 2, within a short times dances were
‘given by Mrs. T.A. Trenholme, Mrs. James Ballantyn,e Mrs. Brook,
Miss Trenholme, Mrs. Stevenson, Mr. Morrison and Dr. Giles. 0

]DZSee "Crying Out for the Y.M.C.A.", Montreal Herald. January
21, 1930, p.31. Clippings File, Archives: Central Y.M.C.A.

]03According to the 1921 Census, the Protestants made up 20%
of the population of Montreal. Clippings File, Archives: Northwestern Y.M.C.A.
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: ' )
104 Lists of the executive boards:and the various department
heads include well-known names in Montreal West, N.D.G. and other parts

of Protestant Montreal. Minutes Archives: Northwestern Y.M.C.A.

105 Harold C. Cross, One Hundred Years of Service with Yputh, The
Story of the YMCA 1851-4951 (Montreal : Young Men's Christian Association,
1951), g 4?2 . Archwves Montreal Central Y.M.C.A.

Ibid, p. 42.
107 1pid, pp. 194, 199.

108 See p. 188 and Montrea] West Month1y, July 1911. Archives:
Montreal West Historical Soc1ety . ‘ S
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_Chapter Five

1. Local Changes Since World+ar Il -

Just as the political economy of Canada was instrumental
in establishing the mudel for the cormunity of Montreal He%t, S0

the political economy was to be instrumental in effecting change,

\

in the community.

L. Political Economy and the Ec]%pse of Commﬁnity

The division of federal and provincial powers was to have

great significance for the changing conditions in the political economy.

According to the British North America Act, the coercive functions of
the state were divided between the national and provincial governments.
Responswb1l1ty for the militia, the criminal law and the penitentiaries

f
was established wwth the federal government whiie mun1c10a1 po11ce

forces, as well as the,eourts and the public and reformatory prisons

were under provincia] jurisdictions.
p .
"The econamic pOWPrS were also divided between the nat1ona1
and provincial jurisdictions. As had a]ready been the . casg prior to

Confederation, Ottawa controlled railways, shippina, finance, the

tériff andgfajor public works. The provinces retained control over their

nétqré] reyources. The Jlatter were already a source of strenath
before the turm of the century and fhe?r increasing importance was

to be a central factor in thé political economic chanaes of tﬁei1ast\
decad. ] - ‘ S

Notwithstanding some of the conflicts between the English and

" the French elements of the Ganadian popu1ation,2 while the Quebec covemment

> M . -
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was éenera]lz controlled by the same party that was in power in
Ottawa, federal-provincial conflicts were less frequent than they
might have been.3 Both jurisdic£ions had been largely controlled by
whaf Stevenson calls 'the Anglophone bourgeoisie of Montreal’, a
class with primarily mercantile interests whose prosperity was

N

- - 4
Jinked to railroads and the east-west movement of trade.

During the past thirty years, maj8¢ changes in the Canadian
political economy have broughfy dbout marked changes in the conmuﬁity
of Montreal West. These changes have affected the composition of the

comqunity as well as the flocal institutions and structures,

The ecoﬁom{c changes which had begun after World War I
acce]erated after World War II,witﬁ-the Korean War adding a
fu}ther'stimu1us. American demand for Canadian raw materials had
increased substantially, adding iron ore, 0il and gas to their earlier
imports of staples such as coppér, nickel, lead, gold~and pulp and

paper. Furthermore, the direct export of hydro—e]ectrtdﬁpbwer. pre-

viously forbidden by Federal statute, was added to these products after

5 .
A heavy investment was required for the exploitation of these

1964.
.resgurces and the Americans, who had already been deeply involved in

the Canadian economy, gradually took over Canadian industry.6

It was in the same period that language was to become a major

political issue:. At the initial phase of the Quiet Revolution, the
growing French Canadian middle class was absorbed by thé new public

and parapublic institutions. However, the community colleges, or Cégeps
" as they had’ come to be called even in English, were mass producing
NHddfe class workers at a faster<¥ate than the pub11c sector could
absorb them.

French énd English institutions in the province had remained

- separate, reflecting the two solitudes that had characterized French-

—

P .
1
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English relations in thé"province. With the changing immigration
patterns, the portion of‘AnQTO—Saxon ethnics had decreased, yet due
to their constant absofptioﬁ of immigrant populations, the ratio of
English/French in the prbyiuce remained constant. Workers in the
<French institutions were being paid at a lower scale than their
English counterparts and hostilities over issués such as jobs and
salaries began to focus on the language issue.

The pdh%ficafnétrains inb recent years have added to this
deve]opnen}~and fﬁe ekodus of pufiness and prgfessional population was
to encourage the sale 0f_rea1 estate in Anglo Canadian communities

— [ t

such as Montreal West.which had previously had a stable population, to /
non-Anglophones aﬁd thus affect the local leadership. ’
. The American multinational corporations ‘had been following
the Tinguistih,tradition of the Anélo-Canadian and British corporations
that had beén estalyl ished prior.to the large-scale Ameri can penetration
of the Canadian corporate field. Despite the declining ratio of
British ethnics ig Quebec, thg Anglophone population . in areater
MODSEEai'was able to maintain its proportion by'absorbing and inte-
grating the bulk of the immigrants. They were able to do’so on the
basis that Eﬁg1ﬁsh was the.ianguagé of work and that the institutions

were localfy autonomous, locally financed and 1ocalfy managed. The

political function of the immigrants within Quebec's po]iticé] ecbnomy

was to guarantee for Quebec's English pobu]ation “institutional autonomy

kY

‘and economic heaemony."8 - o .
‘After World ﬂ%rﬂll, there was a dramatic growth,in‘thé

strength of the provinces in relation.to the federal government.

;o \ -

\
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Pr1mar11y, this was due to the expansion of the resou?ce industries
’ 9

[T

under prov1nc1alw3ur1sd1ct1on \‘
There“was a marRed change in the Canadian poljtical economy

?

as it bécame 1ncreas1ng1y 1ntegrated in a w1der North Amer1can system,
This meant’ thﬂf theiganad%fhébourgeoxg1e was affected more by the o
American rather” ehi¥n’ By the Canadian centra] government. 10 It also
led to the 1ncreasﬁngm&51w%ﬁ1zatwonlof the Canadian economy so that
the provinces wer@ ﬁgyg t1ég to the correspond1ng Amer1can reg1ons
than they were to othek‘@anad1an prov1nces
v

The National Po11cy s encouragement of an east-west industrial

L

economy, with its effect on 1mm1g?at1on, tar1ffs\fzﬂ'tvansportation ‘
e . .
came to be replaced by reg1ona1 resource-based economies. Montreal
" and Winnipeg %ame to be gradUé]]y djspljced,by Toronto, Vancouver
and later Calgary as the new ceﬁtres of the national econsgy apd as R
the new centres of heavy immigration. ’
The needs'of tﬁe War had accelerated the industrialization
of the nation. The working classes were gaining strength and wel;
fare po]iéies were being gradua]]y-{ntroduce& by the state. Despite
q)\the on-going rationalization oflindustry, th?se developments cut into
" the, profits of business and added to the post-war inflationary s;pi'r‘al.rI

The new resource-based economy was no longer dependent on-the .

railways. With rising inflation cited as the reason, there was a

mdrked decline in rai;;gy>service. Simultangous]y, the era of the
car had begun and was growing, with this contributing to the

travel.

[T - + P e s P12 4 L .
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The rise in the financial status of the working classes,
which had a'smai1 beginning after the First World War and which
continded rapidly after the Secénd World War hgd implications for
the demographic developme%ts of the cities. The earlier push.to‘the .
suburbs from the centre of the cities has already been noted.]Z’
However, in the earlier phases, there was a great po]arizat;bn Jin
the 'residential p]gcement' of the classes. As inflation and
the various other economic condition# threatened tpe business’
classes, their previous maintenance of substantial suburban homes
*has been declining.

On the other hand, the rise in the financidl status of the
working class has meant that it has become quite feasible for workers
to own suburban homes. The trend for the construction of dupfex
housing and the dccessibility to automogi1es by the working classes
has further added to the he%erogeneous composition of residential
suburbs so that the working classes are no longer located on]y,iﬁ
the industrial areas o} the city.]3 These developments have hardly
destro}ed the clgss distinction within communities. However, they
have made these-differences somewhat more subtle and perhaps,
slightly more difficult to detect. .

The changes in the national palitical economy led to marked
changes at the provincial level that were to affect the local communi--
ty. The provinée of Quebec was no longer as important in the over-

’

all economy and Montreal was 10sing ground as a locus for head offices.
« . The industrialization/m::Zh had transformed Quebec's farms
. . ‘ 2 _ ..
to small towns and cities had produced a new middle class. Initially,

their political orientation ‘had been Targely shaped by the Catholic
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Church and was largely anti-nationalist. However, ove} time, they

came to believe that their church-based institutions had provided

them with an inadequate share of the benefits of industrial society.
The decade of the fifties had been one of social unrest in

Qhebec. At the beginnjng 6? the next decade, with the death of Premier

Duplessis, a new era in the political economy of Quebec was pro&]aimedﬁ

v

Generally strong economic conditions had prevailed until the
American recession of 1958 encouraged parallel conditions in Canada
that lasted up to 1962. By then, #d especially with the Liberal
return to power, expansionary policies were renewed fhrough to 1965.
Moreover, from-1966 onwards, the large incidence of labour unrest in-
cluding.strikes an¢ increasing wage demands contributeé to a de;line
in‘the growth of thé‘ﬁross National Product while unemployment and
prices, including the cost of capital, continued to rise. Spiralling
inflation was a reflection of these various processes at work in the
ngtion.]q

The shift in power received its impetus from“the resource
industries ang contributed to the development of changes in other fields
during the years of Quebec's Ouiet Revolution. The provincial state was
modernized and, with its increased spending power, was a more effective‘
instrumen; for the promotion o 'bourgeois' or middle class interests.
Existipg‘]inks between the provincial state and the bourgeoisie were
cemented and the state administration was isolated from the influence
of threatening political pargiés.]SMoreover, thefe was a substantial
growth in the provincial public sector.. A massive state bureaucracy

grew up at the provincial level, with clearly vested interests in con-

tinuing growth in provincial powers.]6 Statutory grants were given

.t
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to universities and social welfare benefits were expanded. A Royal
Commission for Free Hospitalization was to herald the universal
provision of médicg] services by the state.

Since .many members of this new middle class héd been ébsorbed
by the civj] service, the Quiet Revolution revised the pay scale
for civil servants, improving the financial status of those who were
empfoyed in the state’s health,»welfare and education institutions. i

Prior to the 'Quiet Revolution', social reforms had been
territorial]y}based. They were fingnced~by the covmunity and sdper—
vised by local elites. rHowéVe}, with the modermization of the state,
there was-an end to 'this territorial local integration of social
1ife ana its institutional underpinm’ngs‘.]7

../'\[
B. Local Institutions

This new middle class had grown impatient with the social

" progress as it had been evolving. Following an investigation that culmin-

ated with the Parent Report, new secular structures in secondary and
post-secondary education were estab]ishea. Thenpolyva1ent high

schools and the community colleges were established to better equip the
youth to participate 12 mogern industrial socie?y. While 1oéa1 school
boards had previously enjoyed relative autonomy, they were becoming
ﬁncreasingly controlled by the Provincial School Boards so that school
populations were no longer simply determined locally and restricted to

residents of a particular suburb. This erosion of local autonomy was

.repeated in many sectors. @

“ In its attempt to universalize &ree education, hospital and

Y .
medical services, tihe Quiet Revolution brought about the bureaucratization

29 A 4
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and the profeﬁsiona]ization of these and other se?yices that had
previousTy been locally organized and controlled. Earlier, the
Catholic Church had been responsible for services such as hospitali-
zation and‘education among the French_ Canadjans while among the Anglo
Canadians, hospitalization ahd education were managed by the elites
and supported by state funds. Staffing of hospitaTs and schools
was controlled by management and loyalties were locally oriented.
! _Shortly after the publication of the Blier Report in 1985, pP;
establishment of the Metropolitan Urban Community withdrew local
autonomy in areas such as municipal taxatioﬁ and municipal police.
This state initiated re-organization of the ﬁynicipa] infrastructure
was a consequence of. pressure by this middle class and contributed
to the demise of t%é Tocal eommunity.
With the decline in federal power and the corresponding strength
of the provincial govemments, a new trend had begun in mupicipa] govern- ’
ments and services. The ever-rising costs of quernment and ser- 4
viges and the newly-gained powers of faxation that the proyjncia]
governments possessed ng to changes in the previous policies of mini-.
" mal interference in municipal affairs. Theré was a changed relationship
Fﬁ\tbetween the city and the suburbs as we]{ as between the stp]iers and
the rgcipiepté of certain 5unicipﬁﬂ services.
~ In Quebec, the government commissioned a study of MoAtrea] and
its surrounding suburbs. The findings were published in the B1fer
Report of 1965. In 1969, its recommendations were implemented as
Bill 75, the Montréal Urban Community Act. The bill created a metro- =~ .

= . politan body in the region of Montreal and revised the charter of

the Montreal Transportation Commission by extending the territory
. u . | -
. | " .

v v T . .- ~’0%‘L
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under its jurisdiction. This new metropolitan body, fo be ° .
called the Montreal Urban Community, was to have-jurisdiction
over the territory comprising the Island of Montreal and I1e Bizard.
The executive arm Qf the Montreal Urban Cdmnunity would
be thg Executive Committee and the Council, with the power $o
apportioned that Montreal was more powerful than all fbe other
* municipalities combined. The municipalities were'giveh no choice
in the matper; if they failed to send a representative, according
to the conditions set out in the explanatory notes of the Billj,
they would_simply be without any voice at a}].18 This step b
the provincial goverqﬁent was a tregendous blow to local autonomy
and was to have strong implications for the smaller municipalities,
The earlier influx of French and Irish textile workers

o~

'into Montreal Jgg\ﬁol1owed by a heavy post-war immigrétibn of Euro-
pean refugees t?at swelled the numbers of }he working c]asse's..]9

&n recent years, there has Been a heavy Asian iwmigration.zo This
influx,coupted with significant immigration of othef populations,
further altered the éthnic and re]?@iousncompdsition of Montreal

and its surrounding suburbs. The immigrants pressed from the centre
to the periphery of the city so that by the end of the last decade
the demographié pattern of Montreal had been significantly altered.
These popu]aﬁions&yere largely urban and tended, in Quebeg,

-

to ally thense]veﬁ more closedy with the English rather than with the
French-speaking popu]ation.Z] ‘ ’

) I
These many deve1ogment§ were to have dramatic effects on

the Town-of Montreal West. The changing trends in immigration saw:

the ethnicity and religion of the community undergo a gradual

b}
3
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transition. Montreal West was no longer a homogeneous Protestant x
community. !
Table x i
Religious Affiliation of Residents of Montreal West
~Religion , Year ,
. 1951 1961 . 1971
Anglican 1,152 1,828 1,600
Baptist > 44 99 . 95
Greek Orthodox 1] 38 60
Jewish 25 585 805
Lutheran 33 89 110
- Mennonite 2 Pentecostal 10
Presbyterian . 402 604 740
Roman Catholic 601 1,362 1,405
Ukrainian (Greek) Catholic 10 9 15 (Uk.)
United Church of Canada 1,372 1,698 1,055 (Un. Ch.)
Other 69 134 Religion 330

Censu§ of the Montreal area, Series B, Montreal, Qué. (CJ4B} Coverpnment of
Canada. Dominion Bureau of Statistics 1951, 1961,1971. e

The local churches remained the same but they lost members to
other communities, especially since the wide-spread use of automobiles
meant that worshippers were no ]Bnger tied to their communities for
religious services. ‘ .
Educationt in the community has also undergone some dramatic
changes. The post-war baby boom had necessitated the opening of a
néw §chod]in the area intd which the conmunity had expanded in ihe |
1950'5,‘northlbf the C.P.R. tracks and adjacent tq the City of Cote St. ‘Luc.
However, the‘dec1ine in Quebec's birth-rate, the emigration of a sub-
stantial number of the English-speaking popujation from Montreal and, in

particu]ari from Montreal West and the loss of local autonomy with respect

to éducation‘1ed to the closing of Montreal West elementary schoo1.22
The -demands of French Canadian nationalism which increased the

demand for education in French, led to the conversion of ébe new elemen-

tary school to a French immersion school. The school which is now occupying
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the former premises of Montreal West Elementary School is a French

Immersion Secondary School, teaching the seventh and eighth grades. /

C. Political Economy and the Local Institutions
With the reforms of the Quiet Revolution in 1960 and accelera- P
ting with the election of the Parti Québecois in 1976, there developed

feelings of being threatened among English-speaking QueBécers. The

Westward movement of the multinationals served td integrate Canada

within the continental economy.23 This helped to change the role of
_Hontreal in the Canadian political economy as did the sense of threat
perceived by Anglophones. Recent years have seen an exodus of head
offices from the Montreal area. Quebec's somewhat higher income

tax might have added to the influences upon corporations to relocate”

to other parts of the nation. .

The provincially imposed changes reflected in the local

community of Montreal West are particularly apparent in the relation-

ship between taxation and municipal services. The anticipated establish-
"ment of the Montreai Urban Community was not received favorably in Montreal
West. This is apparent in the Suburban's unfavorable comment on the Blier

25

Report2? on February 5, 1965.2° Then on March 18, 1965, the Westward

™ News expressed the same misgivings. It referred to the Blier Report

afid quoted the incumbent Hayor under the headline: 'DEF‘INITE THREAT' MAYOR

6

COMMENTS ANNEXATION IN FORM IF NOT iN NAME.2 In a May, 1969 edition Of‘

the Montreal Star, under the by-line "Montreal West Looks Ahead," the compar-

json between police protection and crime rate revealed that:
9 . "The communities with a higher ratio of police to population
again on the basis of each 10,000 residents were Westmount
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20.1, Montreal West 27.5, Hampstead 25.1, Mt. Royal 20,
Montreal 19.5 ‘and Dorval 16. The main crime in these
communities is burglary and the ra%}o of solution is
best in Montreal West and Dorval." '
However, despite all its objections, there was 1ittle Montreal
West or any other suburb could do to resist the estab]ishneﬁt
. .

of the Montreal Urban Community on December 23, 1969.

. The local po]icg force was removed from the community and
transferred to another district where it was integrated with several
others and was required to serve a far wider territory. Just as had _
been anticipated, the cost of law enforcement services rose dramati-
cally while the level of protection and of enforcement has declined rad-
ically. Thé Tocal fire department was also affected. It had been
operated entirely by v&]unteers but in reéent years it has’ become
a fully professiopa] force. |

The provincial changes also affected the local cadre of leaders
many of whom are exécutiveslwith national corpo}ations. In August of
1979, the pres{dgnt of the”local citiéens association was transferred
to an office in Ontaria. This local leader was followed in September
by the‘mayor and 1ﬁ June by one of the four Commissioners. As head
of fices continle to 1eéve Montreal, Montreal West is particularly

affected by the transfer of executives due to the occupational charac-

teristics of its population.
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Table XI .,
N s .
Occupations of Montreal West Residents: 1951, 1961, 1§71

)
- .

kNP

Occupation Group )
Males , '51 '61 n

Proprietary and Managerial :
. (Managerial, Administrative & Related

Occupations, 1971) \ 347 638 490
Professional t 265 465 415
Clerical . 97 168 190
Commercial and Financial 140 - Sales 204 265
Total ‘ - ‘849 1,475 1,350

-~

vy
P

Census of the Montreal Area, Series B, Montreal, Qué. (CT4B). Government
of Canadq. Dominion Bureau of Statistics 1951, 1961, 1971, Occupations,

|l

1

Initially, Montreal West.hdad evolved from a predominantly c1e’r1"ca1
population in 1890 to one gredominantly composed of executives in 1917.28
Accordqu to Table XI, the changes in the political e;onomy'have effected
the” depqrtuf*e of npq;c only thdse 1'n‘tr1.e adMnistrgtive occupations but also

those in the professions.

.Y
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D. Demoaraphic Change - “
Lang Taxation had already grown heavily as % result of infla-

tion. Under the influence of the Montreal Urban Commity, the taxation
rate was further increased despite the fact that services had declined.
A new valuation fvas made so that-the t@xatiog base was also increased.
The rise in the cost of heating fuel, a function of the intemational .
palitical economy, added to the strains of the residents since many of
these self-contained ho&es,being large, old and\poorly insulated, had
become costly to maintain.

UnQEr the abave conditions, many of the long-time residents

| . . i ,
who were oh fixed incomes found themselves having to consider.a move

to small apartments while younger populations, often from other parts
of the Commonwealth, took over the 1argefvhowe§; 'Ethnic integration'
1
was made in the face ofshigh municipal costs which the existing base .

‘had been unable to absorb. A large parcel of land was sold off to
real estate developers (federal census tracts 308, 309, 310) on

which were built self-contained hoﬁESvand later also some duplexes.
Since this area bordered the predominantly Jewish suburb of Cote St.
Luc, it too became heavily populated by this Jewish population. With
the opening of a new High school 1in Cote St. Luc,‘fhis area became
even more attractive to a population whose children had been feeling
somewhat out-numbered i; the predominantly Ahg]o—Séxon environment of
”the Tocal high school. In recent years, in order to maintain fhe y
school popu1ation, the local board has found it neces;ary to resq;x’to
bussing in students from ouE}@ing areas, thereby aga%n erodi%g the
homogeneity of the jnitially wholly Anglo-Saxon middle c1ass‘sch601

population. -
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With the decline in railway service already mentioned in the
discussion of changes ét the national level, the traditional pattern of
t%ansportation‘was also adversly éffectedf Trains‘had become costly
and service minimal. Where in earlier day;, the train hdgwbécoﬁe a
lotale *for community social life, we find that another community insti-
tution was wormn away by change, to be replaced at first with one exp;ess
busi then by another with a slightly different route, once again eroding

a local social institution. _

In addition, we must also recognize the changing role of the
real estate companies. Since movesS were no 1ongér being made within
the community, the owner had a lesser interest in the successive
residents of a house apd community. The realtor was, therefore, also
Jess motivated to maintain the local status quo and found himself in a
more flexible position with respect to the socio-cultural backgrounq

(s

of his é1iente1e.

The combination of an outgoing Anglo-Saxon population and of the
ever-growing housing needs of other populations of various ethnic
backgrounds caused some definite demographic changes in the town.
Nevertheless, the high cost of the local houses, particufar]y the
self-contained hpmés, acts as a selective mechanism, so that if Montrea)
West becomes increasingly heterogeneous ethnically, it is unlikely to

Ry
become so social]y.

by
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A
<\ ‘ © The strict control of the Tan's image supported by the original \
\ building code 1s‘s£11] very much in evidence today. In an up-dating \\ o
| qf the Bui]d{ng By-Law effective in 1977, . Qe find the prohibition of \‘
| cold flats and incinerators ~ as well as the prohibition of high
) T\_, exterior stairways.?gwaste disposal is gti]] closely regu}ated so that
./

while othér communities are more tolerant Qith regard to the putting
out of garbage and to the tidiness of the streéts when collections
are made: sloppiness is not tolerated here.
& %he up-dated building code still enforces strict requfreménts
with reséect to the height of buildings 3Oas well as their frontage
. and the mininum frontage of the Tot itself. 31 The individualistic ‘
character of the houses is set out in the by-laws 32as is their %Sn—
tinuity with neighbouring buildings.33 Every other aspect of a
building is still closely regulated.
Each house must stt]] allow space for a garden and the town
sti1l keeps up a tradition begun many years ago of providing a trée
_sfor the front lawn of each new home.
’ %jnce the demands of recent times call for legislation to be
specific in new " areas, the current by-laws deal with minimum number
of rooms and the size of the dwelling. Moreover, since car ownership
has become the norm with many fami]ies reéuiring parking space for several, gﬂ

1egxs]at1on prohibiting temporary winter car shelters and the paving R

byl

over of narden space to accomodate extra cars has been causing some

minor strains within some segments of the population. By-laws dealing

1Y -

3
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with the maintenance of swimming pooi§, yards and feﬁces all reflect o
the desire to maintain. a we]]-grooned imace as does the by-law demgnd- .
ing variety in the des?gn of neighbouring buildinas.

The @bove are but a few representative samples of 1egis1ation‘

that reflects the’society that is sti11 the backbone of\the Town. Despite
some grumbling among those?wpb would liberalize certain legislation such
as that déa]ing witﬁ ca?‘ﬁégkiﬁg areas, the fact that there has been
enough electoral support to reéain the conservative Commission Seems

to indicate that the pppulation is prepared to make concessions to change
in opening up its municipal and cultural arganizations to a wider

segment of the population but that essentially it is determined that
Montrealeggst should remain an essentially middle class Anglo-Saxon
neighbourhood. Linguistically, we find that many conéessions are being
made to the changing political scene but the shrinking local English
middle class still appears to dominate the local organizations.

The careful attention given to housing itself is carried over

to other municipal by-laws. Until receptly the curling club had been

the only local establishment licensed to serve Tliquor. As for the

" retail sale of liquor, the provincial law has‘taken over the control

of this activity. Several local grocers are, therefore, licensed to f
selt beer and, in recent years, certain‘provincia11y designated wines
as well. - ‘
E.\Pq}itical Economy and Recreation

| If wk are to take any local organization as a mirror of change
in the community, the Montreal West Curling Club should be that

organization. It has changed from a closed highly selective and Jocally

Al
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)

an open recreational organization with close
35

powerful institution to
‘historical ties with the town in which it happens to be Tocated .
It no longer makes any attempt to control political decisions.
The changes in the curling club reflect the changes that have
taken p]gggiﬁn Montreal West and foreshadow the adaptations which
Tust be made in the other local organizations if they are to survive in
the evolving social context previously described.
In the early days, the population of Montreal West had been
almost exclusively white, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant and middle class.
With the curling club being the locus of informal power, the Town
Commission was informally nominated by a cadre of the club's Tlead-
ership gnd was automatic#lly given support by the other members.
The Commission was usually acclaimed without even the semblance of
an e]éc;ion being required. Accordingato some reports, the leaders of
the Club (who were usually professionals) were given rubber-stamp
“support by the other members (usually the non-professionals). Whatever
was supported by the curling club was automatically appr?iéd by the
electorate. Bearing in mind the requirements for membership in
the club (invitation, nomination, screening by the gxecutive and
seconding by another member) the nature of the integration of this
group and their community role at a certain period in the Town's
history becomes clearly visible.
However, the second generation residents and mémber§ are
and have been in decline. The attrition is attributable to several °
factors. Many were transferred to other cities as a result of changing
political and economic conditions. Others left th;/fﬁnmunity, going to

warmer climates or to join offspring in other cities. The declining
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nealth of many other”e1der1y citizens prevented them from doing the

maintenance which the large homes, substantial gardens, civic pride
and social pressure demanded, so they too, gave up. Othérs left as
the increasing levels of taxation, fuel-costs and other inflationary
conditions took eber-growing portions of their fixed incomes and they
were no longer able to keep their large, fuel inefficient homes. .
In a few cases, the third generation purchased the homes their parents
were unable to maintain, or they'retumed from outlying areas where
they had purchased their first homes. When their children had been
young and their incomes relatively small they were unable to purchase
the homes in Montreal West that by that time, had become somewhat costly.
However, as this generation’'s financial status improved,many did return
to their community of birth but were too involved with country cottages
and other interests to carry on the pre&ious generation's intérest in
the. curling club and other local institutions. The strength and integra-
tion of the organizations declined accorﬁing]y.

Many of the new residents are, and have been since the latter
part of the fiftiés, of diverse backgrounds. For instance, the influx

of Jewish people is shown on Table X11, At the time, they were neither

invited to join the curling club for a variety of reasons nor did they have

any interest in this recreation. The composition of the community has
become increasingly heterogeneous and the prospective curling club
membershjp has declined. For instance, the new part of the northemn
section, which has a xelatively younger population consistina of owners
and tenants, hqs never been fully integrated. In the words of a man whose
parents and relatives were amonq_Eh;/earliest residents, "Once you

wert over the hump you didn't really consider it as part of Montreal
westP37

populations. However, the greatest number of the residents is still of
. .

British ethnicity, as is shown by Table XII.

- <
- g . A P

Since then the Town has had an influx of Pakistani and other diverse

At s Pt
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Table XII

Ethnicity and Ethnic Qrigin

2

Montreal 19&1
Metropotitain Area 1,395,400
City Propef 2,021,520
Montreal West: 3,721
Tract 231

Ethnic Group ('61) or

. Origin (51
British Isles 3,053
French ‘ ' _ 245
German 26
Italian 4
Jewish ’ 15
Netherlands ) 24
Polish - 13
Russian - 15
Scandinavian - 40
Ukrainian 7
Other European R . 56
Asiatic ’ 8
Other ' 178

29
1961 1971
2,109,509 2,743,230
1,191,062 1,214,380,
6,446 6,368
Tract 315 Tract 340 |
4,584 4,230
533 355
145 205
146 200
75 55
105 55
65 15
55 30
29 15
624 55
- (includes
Hungarian)
59 125
26

Despite the differing classifications, aH of the above data refers to

birthpl ace.

Bom in Canada
Bom outside of Canada

Immigrants between 1941 and 1961)

Census 9f. the Montreal area,. Series B, Montreal,

5, 105
1, 341
683

5, 010

1, 355
955

-Quebec, {CT4B), Government

of Canada, Dominion Bureau of Stahstacs, 1953, 1961, 197} Ethn1c1ty
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Summary and Conclusions

In the 1ight of these many danog}aphic changes the Montreal West
Curling Club is now less integrated within.the community although it is
still an important local institution. The population changes are affecting
the local Commission; elections are becoming more democratic. The first
Jewish member was elected by the Citizens Association in 1977. When the
resignation of a Commissioner created a vacancy in the Town Commission,
this same member was elected to fill the position, on the recommendatidn
of the Citizens Association. In the same way, the population change is
affecting the Citizens Association; which is becoming ®increasingly heter-
ogeneous and democratic,

The many changes‘in the po]itica] ecbnomy have been clearly
reflected at the Tevel of ,the community,. It has become increasingly &
difficult for the community to maintain its homogeneity in the face of
the growing threats from the outsiﬂe:“ggwever, on balance, the stability
of the locaT™institutions and organizations appears to outweigh the
ever increasing changes and the increasingly integrated community provides
a continuing social framework for its members,

Ultimately, we are forced to ask ourselves the question,
“Whither Montreal West?" The prognosis for Montreal West -is that it will
not be easily legislated away. Its historical character, its symbolic ‘
place as an Anglo-Saxon middle class cmnmuﬁity, assures it of survival

in the evolving demographic structure of "Montreal, . \

i
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1Garth Stevenson, "Federalism and the Political Economy of the
Canadian State,“ The Canadian State, Leo Panitch, ed., pp. 75, 77.

Th1s refers to issues such as the Conscription Crisis, Proh1b1t1on,‘
the Fducation Conflict, and the Manitoba School dispute; all of direct
or indirect concern to Quebec.

. 3This government was mainly Conservative in the latter part of the
nineteenth and early part of the twentieth century and Liberal in the
latter part of the twentieth century.

“bia, pp. 75, 77. f
SIbid, p. 81.

6"Based on the historical development of a strogﬁ, 1ndigenous

* financial elite and a weak, indigenous industrial elite, the 1950's
w1tnessed the deve]opment of foreign control in manufactur1ng and resource
sectors.

Wallace Clement, The Canadian Corporate Elite, p. 99. ’
See also Wallace Clement, Continental Corporate Power,pp.74,75,80-95.

From the Quiet Revolution onwards, the Francophone middle class
had become increasingly nationalist in orientationh. They had come to
demand the sgparation of Quebec from the Canadian federation.and with
the passing of Bil1l 101 in 1977, to establish the sovereignty of the
French Tanguage in'Quebec. It has been forcefully alleged by various,
interests that 1t was this development that provided a strengthened
impetus to the_ transfer of head offices from Montreal to the other
Canadian cities referred to on p. 203. o

880% of Quebec's immigrants integrate into the English institutional
system, Hubert Guindon, Modernization and the Canadian State, pp.239-244.

9Stevenson "Federalism and Political Economy", The Canadian
State, p. 81. ' ‘

]OThey were affected by functions of the federal state such as
the manipulation of interest rates and the protection of investments
in the Third World. Ibid, p. 82.

]]Reg Whitaker, "Images of “the State", The Canadian State, p. 61
12506 pp. 72, 92. .

‘ ]3In duplexes,; the owner has the assistance of at least one tenant;
more than one if he leases his basement as well,

. ‘4Dav1d Wolfe, "The State and Economic Policy in Canada, 1968-1975,"
The- Canadian State, pp. 258-263.

]5Th1s was often done by means of the circulation of e11tes
between the corporation and tHE state.
16

]7For a d1scu551on of the political subordination of institutional
elites, see Guindon, "The Modernization of Quebec and the Legitimacy of the
Canadian State," Modernization and- the Canadian State, p. 215. i .

.
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Stevenson, "Federalism and Political Economy,” The Canadian State, p.83.
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18The Council shall consist of the Mayor and the Canci]
the City of Montreal and of the Mayor, or if the Mayor refuses o
unable to act, another member of the Council of each municipality of -
the other sectors.

]gThese immigrations included Jews, Italians, Greeks, Portugese
and other ethnic groups. .

2OSee Table,15.3 Canada: immigration stat1st1cs, 1946-1975,
distribution by country of last permanent regggence, in Anthony H.
Richmond, "Immigration, Population, and the Canadian Future, "Modernization
and the Canadian State, p. 310.

2]Among the reasons for this alliance were the facts that Engl1sh ,
was considered the language of business and that the English 1nst1tut1ons
were more receptive to the immigrants.

22Ib1d, p. 280. o

23

Clements, Continental Corporate Power, pp. 6,8,9.

€,

24 Blier Report, study on the viability of a metropolitan urban
community whose findings were favorab]e to the establishment of the
Montreal Urban Community.

25Suburban, February 5, 1965. Clippings File, Archives:Town of
Montreal West.

261 DEFINITE THREAT' MAYOR COMMENTS ANNEXATION IN FORM IF NOT
IN NAME" Westward News, March 18, 1965, Clippings File, Archives: Town
of Montreal West. ;

2Tumontreal West Logks Ahead,” May 1969, Clippings. File,
Archives: TFown of Montreal West
2 28588 p. 212 and Append1x IT; Occupations
29Th1s refers to Building By-lLaw No. 382, Add1t1ona] Requirements
and Conditions applying to the Town of Montreal West Supp]ement1ng the
Building Code of the Prov1nce of Quebec.

30See section 14.4 . . . "No dwelling to consist of more than two
storeys, plus attic, No other buildings shall consist of more than three
storeys." Ibid.

3]See sections 14.1, 14.2, 14.3. Ibid, :

3?See section 14,8 . , . "No plans for two or more buildings

side by side shall be approved if the building shall, in the-opinion of
the building inspector, be of the same or similar outward appearance." Ibid.

33See section 14.9. This is set out in order to control the,
standard of design ahd to ensure that buildings or structures harmonize
with the general desvign of other buildings and structures in the district
in which they are to be erected or altered. Ibid.

Montreal Gazette, May 27, 1932. Clippings File. Archives:
Town of Montreal West, -

5Accord1ng to one resvdent, in recent years, less than half

the members are local residents. .

14




its dynamism.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS s
. R
There is a relationship between the sociology of a community

and the conditions in the political economy. This relationship is

manifested in the institutions and the resultant social structures \\\\\

at both levels. The investigation of a local community within its

broader perspective is macrdsociological in orientation. Since macro-

sociological structures and laws are temporal by definition and therefore
demand 5\Qigtorica1 explanation, the érimary theoretical approach em-
p]gyed in this study is that of historical analysis. The approach
represents an attgabt to formulate a method that highlights the social
forces which influence the development of a community, its stability and
%

A historical review has served to locate the residents of Montreal
West within the broader society in terms of their ethnicity, religion,
education, socio- econodéc characteristics and other social elements. »It o
has been shown that th¥ community of Montreal West is an outgrowth of the
vsfﬁgg and attitudes pf an éar]ier era along with the co?ditions in the
Canadian and Imperial political economies. The transference of these
values and attitudes was shown to have come about through the several
British waves of migration which werer themselves explained in terms of
various condiiions within the political economy. Moreover, the ethnic

divisions which were evident in the Canadian political economy were

-

- -detailed 4o provide a later basis of comparison with the local community.
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1

Both the physical and the cultural origins of this community
\

- were detailed. It was shown to bé an elite Anglo-Canadian community

xgurroundeh by French-Canadian rural and working class populations. The

N e . & o

ecological characteristics of Montreal lWest have shown it to have a
partdicular appeal to certain elements of the population of Mbntrea1. L
Rlso, the values and attitudes of the people were analyzed according )/(
to the Yarious institutions. This showed *he high degree of correspon-
dence between the ethnicity of the residents and the conditions of the
political economy. Furthermore, it ﬁmp1iea that, had certain elements

of the development of the Canadian tranSporta%ion industry, Confederation,
the National Policy or the position of the British in Canada been of a
different nature, this community would have developed otherwise.

The social structures of the community were described and analyzed
in terms of their relation to the institutions. Thus, institutions such
as ethnicity, religion, education, economy, recreation and housing were
shown to be reflected in the 10?&] community. Ethnicity and political
economy were shown to ée donﬁpént although the inpqrtant‘socializing,role
of the church, the school dnd the voluntary organizations were also
described.

The various natigg;1 and local instikutionﬁ and organizations have
been discussed and thus, the social forces which have 1Hf1uenced the
stability as well as the dynaqﬁsw of the community have been detailed. .

. As a confirmation of this re]ationsﬁip, local changes durinag t)e
period of the approximately thirty years followina World War II have been
considered in the light of the changss within the po]itjca] eqononw.' Again,

it has,been shown that this relationship exists between political economy
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and society and thus between political economy and j:he lTocal communi ty.

A community study acgording to this theor‘ﬁtical perspective .is
the antithesis of any attempt tp transpose the methodology of the
natﬁra] sciences onto that of the social field. In her i’reface to fhé
Sociology of Community, Jessie Bernard notes that, in ';ts present state,
the» sociology of community must sgek new paradigms to explain the
processes affecting contemporary comunities. This search for creativity
has been called for by numerous other sociologists including Miﬂsufb

Clement both implicitly and explicitly in their many works. The present
4

study has sought to respond to these challenges. '

¥

N . —

’



1898
1899
1800
1801
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907 *

2" 1908
1909

1910
1911-13
1913-15

1915-17
\\ 1917-19
\\\ 1919-21
o

Appendix I

-

Town of Montreal West
Mayors and Commissioners:

MAYORS
1897 ‘/w.s. Lingley

C. McClatchie

B

W

o

Grigg

.J. Kirkpatrick

. Fyfe

. Bedbrook

.C. Ballantyne

. Bedbrook

. LirAgley
.'Kirkpatrick
. Lipg]gy

Bedbrook

.J.W. Davies

.W. Davies
James Ballantyne

James Ballantyne

5

. James Ballantyne

James Ba]]antyné

/

James Ballantyne

o 226 /

1897-1935

COUNCILLORS

J.P. Bamford, W.C. Fyfe, J.J. Kirkpatrick,
D.S. Leach, C. NMcClatchie, C. Warnecke.

.M. Grigg, W.C. Fyfe, J.J. Kirkpatrick,

.S. Leach, W.S. Lingley, W.W. Near.

.J. Bedbrook, W.C. Fyfe, J.J. Kirkpatrick, .
. McClatchie, A.§. McIndoe. W.W. Near.

.J. Bedbrook, W.C. Fyfe, B.W. Grigg

.S. Lingley, C. McClatchie, A.C McIndoe.

.J. Bedbrook, J.J. Kirkpatrick, W.S. Lingley,

B

D

E

C

E

W

E

C. McClatchie, A.C. McIndoe, J.S. Parkes.

W.C. Fyfe, J.J. Kirkpatrick, W.S. Lingley,

C. McClatchie, A.C. McIndoe, J.S. Parkes.

£.J. Bedbrook, Andrew Fyfe, J.J. Kirkpatrick,

W.S. Lingley, C. McClatchie, J.5S. Parkes.

C.C. Ballantyne, Andrew Fyfe, J.J. Kirkpatrick,
W.S. Lingley, C. McClatchie, J.S. Parkes.

E.J. Bedbrook, R.A. Brook, Andrew Fyfe,

J.J. Kirkpatrick, L.L. Leet, C. McClatchie. r
E.J. Bedbrook, R.A. Brook, A. Fyfe, L.L. Leet,
W.S. Lingley, C. McClatchie. .

E.J. Bedbrook. R.A. Brook, J.J. Kirkpatrick,

T.R. Lanskail, C. McClatchie, F. Peden. -
As above: 2-year term. __—

Jas. Ballantyne, E.J. Bedbrook, John Barclay,
H.E. Convery, J.R. Ferguson, C.R. Westgate.
As above: 2-year term. .

{

E.J. Bedbrook, J.R. Colby, H.E. Convery,
C.J.W. Davies, Howard Murray, A B. Otter.
R.A. Brook, J.R. Colby, J.A. Elder,

A.B. Ottery; UY.H. Robertson, H.E.

" Stephenson, U.T. Trenholme.

21/10/13 - Colby replaced by John
MacGregor. .

R.A. Brook, J.A. Elder, J.W. Foster,
A.B. Otter, W.W. Robertson, H.E.
Stephenson, W.T. Trenholme.

R.A. Brook, C.H. Goulden, W.C. Halls
L.W. McArthur, A.B. Otter, W.W.
Robertson, W.T. Trenholme.

R.A. Brook, J.D. Doherty, C.H. Goulden,
W.C. Hall, A.B. Otter, W.W. Robertson,
W.T. Trenholme.




(‘

1921-23
- 1923-25
1925-27

1927-29
1929-31
193133
1933-35

James Ballantyne

James Ballantyne

Jamés'Bal1antyne

Harry Aird

Harry Aird

Harry Aird

Harry Aird

227

Comm1ssioners : (;‘\'/
Harry Axrd C.H. Goulden, Thos. Hal

A.B. Otter.

Harry Aird, H.H. Black, C.H. Goulden,

‘E.B. Luke.

Harry Aird, H.H. Black, E.B. Luke,

Andrew Whyte.

11/2/26 - Andrew Whyte replaced, by

G.E. Templeman.

R. Gomery, E.B. Luke, G.E. Templeman,
J.H. Webb.

E.B. Luke, G.P. Stockton, G.E. Templeman,
J.H. Webb. .
W.E. Gladwish, G.P. Stockton, G.E.
Templeman, J.H. Webb. .

Dr. G.G. Armitage, W.E. Gladwish, J.R.
Pearson, G.E. Templeman.

/

"l
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Appendix I .
Table XiIT

SOCIAL NETWORKS AND ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF RESIDENTS OF MONTREAL WEST
ACCORDING TO NAMES LISTED IN 1917 Telephone Directory as published' by
the MONTREAL WEST PRESBYTERIAN' CHURCH

-

KEY TO SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS
FOR TABLE INDICATING SOCIAL NETWORKS
AND ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF

RESIDENT OF MONTREAL WEST

y

)
Name$-are included to suggest ethnic origin although they do not
establsh ethnicity. , ’

Ocgupation: self explanatory

.

Field: refers to category of occupation
A, By, B, C, E, F, 6, H

A Transportation: A railway, Am marine transportation
B1 Advertising

‘B Trade includes (master) mechanic, merchants, dealers, buyers,
salesman, sales representatives ipcludind insurance, business

C Finance and Politics includes: banking, brokerage, insurance, loan
and trust companies, real estate, politics

E  Engineering and electrical work
F Agricu]fure
G Labourer

H  Professional including fields of architecture, education, health,
law, ministry,musjic, pharmacy, photography

" Occupational Type: D C]

D Position in business and industry
“includes managers, administration, executives

C, Clerical includes bookkeeping and’ accounting

Firm: self explanatory

Position: r indicates executive or employer; e indicates employee
Status: b indicates manual work; w non-manual-work.

Affiliation: indicates re]iéious denomination and positions held , .
%within church if any é%




-~

C/C refers to Montreal VWest Curling Glub, XX indicates membership

Other Voluntary Orgs. refers to participation either by the Head of
the Household, or, where indicated, by some other family member, in
a voluntary organization other than the Montreal West Curling Club, "’

c.m,  refers to Charter member, that is founding.member. ,
St.Andrews indicates membership in the St.Andrews Literary
and Debating. Society between 1898 and 1902 .
- p._ refers to Proprietor
S t. ‘refers to Tenant
A
- " p.w. refers to partners with

S.C. refers to mem®ers of Board of School Commissionners

S.C.C. refers to Chairman of-Board of SchooK\Commfssionners

*
\ \ .
v L]
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