~ o
. - >
- - -
s
L

THE ROLE OF THE GAZETTE

IN LiNGUiSTIC GROUP RELATIONS IN QUEBEC:

A’ CONTEXTUAL APPROACH
o —

" [P

.

Department of Political Science o

) McGill 'University, Montreal =« -
4 )
C'}‘ o . Februdry 1984 .+ o
v - ; "\ i )
V~ \ ’
N : R . y ' ‘
- A thesis submitted to theﬂFacult& of Graduate ' LT
v ~ Studies and Research in partial fulfilment - ‘
R ’ of the requirements for the degree of- - : -
i ) Master of Arts - . %
* -
e\ : '0: ‘ ) +
: CD.- Ilene G. Ruvinsky ° I . .
S 1984 - o
Qo - : "
e . - ~ S

-, - - - ;- - - N PR - = . f -t e oy aion iy



N

ABSTRACT . T

«

»

In Canada it is often assumed that the media, through
ite agenda-setting role, can act as.a mechanism for over-

coming the forces which divide the two linguistic com-

munities. Yet when looked at from a 'natignal'.Quebec par-

¢

spective, as doas this work, what is considered divisive at

the Canadian level could be perceived as integrative at the

Quebec level.

The present work explores the role of Maontreal's only

@

daily English—Iaﬁguaga newspaper, The Gazette, in lingunistic

group relations'in Quebec during the late 18970's. It finds
evidance ta supéort‘the argument that’ the role and importance
of the press in'AnglophonafFrancophone relations vary along
with‘changas in the socio-political envirogment. Imn the cas;
under study the major "definmniseurs du contexte'" were found
to be the degree of segmentation of the sobiety, the degFee
of stability of linguistic group identities and the_ eof-

fectivenass af the mechanisms of linguistic group ' conflict

resolution
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REGSUME .
Au Canada, on - prend souvent pour acquis que- - les
méa%q, parce qu'ils jouent un r8le important dans le .choix
des sujets discutés, ont le pouvaoir d'agir comme mébaﬁispa

intégrateur des forces qui divisent les deux communautes

~ s

limguistiques. Pourtant, si, cbmme nous l'avong fait dans

Y Ll
cette these, nous prenons le cas du Quebec,' on se rend compte:

que ce qui peut 8tre vu comme ‘Facteur de division au , niveau
canadien, peut egalement &tre .pergu comme facteur d'intégra-

- * L
tion au niveau du Quebec.
s t -

Cette theése examine le rfle du seul quotidien de

langue anglaise & Montréal, The Gazette, et ses relations

avec les groupes linguistiques du Québec @ la:fin des annéos

1970. Elle supporte l'argument selon lequel le r8le et

1l'importance de la presse &crite, dans ses relations

francophones-anglophones, varie selon™ le contexte soclo-

.

politique. Le cas -&tudié demontre que le degré de seg-
mentation de la societd, le degré de stabilité du sentiment
d'appartenance des groupmss linguistiques ainsi Que

1'efficacitéd du mécanisme de rdésolution des conflits lin-
guistiques dans la societé, sont les définisseurs de ce

o -

contexte sodio~-politique.
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' INTRODUCTION

& ‘
o

The present work explores the role of The Montreal

. < .
Gazette in Anglophomne-Francophone relations in Quebec during

~

the lepte 1970's and esrly 1880's. It sets out to explain the

impact of media segmentation on cultural group relations as

T

it relatéé to societal cohesion asnd, by so deing, seeks.to

clarify. the role of the press and its impact on political

inteqgration,
i

L)

’ The media has maat often been viewed as o mechanism

]

by which individuals are integrated. . imto the political, so-

cinl and ecornomic institutions of the collectivity. If =a

t —

nation s defined as congisting of "a group of people con-

.\> - J ’
ducting a gresnter volume of tramsactions among themaaelves

than they conduct with others outside of the group" (1) then

;

the communications system plays am important rale in defining

t bo aries of, and the meaning of membership in, the

nation. 5 o

' »

In Quebec the issue of '"mational'" integration, es-

(g 7

pecially Forfthe Aﬁglophona population, is a complex one;'

-

Givern the French sociological deFinitiQn of the concept of

'nation', French-speaking Quebec can be regarded as a dis-

tinct national community. Used in the more Anglo-Saxon sense

the concept 3F nation, as defined by political and juridical
- b -

' - 4

variables, applies to the whole of Canada of which Quebec is
+ < h *

1. Brian Steswart, "The Canadian Social - System and the

Canadian Broadcasting Audience,’ in Benjamin D. Singer

(ed), Communications in Canadian Society, Toronto: Copp

Clark Publishing, 1975, p. 41.

«

1
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~and - Angluphone-Frchophona relations in.Quebec we will téke .

-

clearly an integral part. Thus, when looking at The Gazette

oy

into consideration the issue of natiomal inmtegration on. both .

- &

the Canadian and Quebec levels.

¢

In Canada there has been a preoccupation with, on ?ha

" one __hand, national political unity and, aon the other hand,

" .

the role of the press. A strang génse of identitification
* . v - "
with the nation is commonly.assumed to be an essential com- .

ponent f rnational unity and it is commonly believed that

through its identity formation role the media integrate the o

* members of the different linguistic communities into a

- »

national political unity. Hence attention has focussed on the

impact of the American media on the Canadian identity and on

regulating the amount of Canadian content ‘in Carmadian broadg-:

casting.

* The historic necessity of linking together diverse

. \

cultural groups scattered across a vast land mass and of - o

~
“ A3

defending the fragile weave against cultural onslaught from . -

south of the border underlie the establishment of a national .

% E2Y

brnadcasting‘syStem. Brian Stewart has described this system
as having beénl"consciously planned by four Acts of Parlia-

ment and constantly regulated by a series of governmental
-.“ . 1
agencies. About thirty Royal Commissions, lesser commissions
3 9 N -
and parliamentary committees have analyzed it and made recom-

mendations aon it."(2) Since thea establi@ﬁment of &""mational"
e

ey —

broadcasting system the debate has raged over the desire-

‘2. Ibid, p. 40. | .

JR— ey

A mwager



ability, wusefulness aﬁd‘success of s system "owned and con-
trolled by Canadiaés" which is to '"'safeguard, enrich and
strengthen the cultural, political and economic Fabric of
Canada, ' (3) l

J Heguléfion of the owﬁership and content of the elec-
tronic media ana héstrictions on fareign ownership of the
written press arae int;nded to guard against divisive forces
of external origin. Yet linguistic segmentation gives rise to
internal divisions whichy in recent years, have threatened

the unity and viability of the Canadiam nation. Hence atten-

tion has been directed to the media as a mechanism for over-

] -

coming the FfForces whiéh divide the two . linguistic groups.

The issue has been identified as the dégree to which the

media contribute te the development of a hatiomal conscious-

mess or a Canadian identity through the dissemimation of

.
’

“"Canadian news about Canadian events'" thereby increasing

®

awareness of, and pasitive feelings toward, the Canadian

fact.(4) From &£his perspective a nationalizing or integrative

media would reinforce the Canadian identity over the separate
!

identities of the numerous sub-groups. °

Turning now to the Ouebec national scene we fFind a

similar =although less anguished preoccupation with the role

‘'of the media. In regard to the French-language  media the

"

quyestion . has been one of their role in the transfarmation of

Quebec society and in the redefinition of Quebec's - palitical

‘

P
'

3. Ibid, p. 40.

§

t - —
.

4, Terence H. Quéltér, "Prépaganda in Caﬁadién“Spciaty," in
; Benjamin D. Singer (ed), gop _cit., p. 277.

-
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- R % .
relationship -to "English-speaking Canada. With regard to the

°

English-language media there has been many a question as to

whether or not they serve the Function of "integrating" the

s

English-speaking population into the politibaﬁ and social
life of the province.’ For Francophone Quebec the issue is one
of integration imto Camnada while for Anglophone Quebec it is

on the level of integration into the province. This leads us
* @ - !

.o + -

into the complex area of thé role of the press in "mational”
integration in limguistically segﬁentaﬁ sacieties.

When examining the written press as opposed to the
glectronic media, the absence of a natiomnal newspaper and the

structural division of the press along linguistic lines are

Factors which considerably alter the nature of th "proble-

matique' of the media as an integrative institution. %t , has

3

b 4 - . “G . .
been argued that the unity or cohesiveness of the nation in
N _

culturally segmented S?Fietias depends on "the character of
the relationships that each linguistic community has with the
common imstitutions and with e;ch other in ecormomic, politi-
cal and social spheres of activity."(5) The mere fact of
ethnic and linguiszic-divérsity\ig a necessary but not suffi-
cient cause of linguistic group conflict, but gather, the

3
sources of "tension between Anglophones and Francophones

)

(which threaten the unity of the nation) "are to be found

primarily in the existence of parallel social metworks and

institutions, and in the ways in which they are struc-
! . , .

5. Raymond Breton et al., Cultural Boundaries and the Cohe-
sion of Canada, Montreadal, Institute for Research .on

- Public Policy, 1980, p.143.

a -
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tured.”(6) Hence it follows that the segmentation of the  _

> -4 . - - .
o . press may in itgelf be a source of  gtrain and tension betwsen

o
»

(;} the two communitiaé. If the ﬁress is not ong of the common

i

institutions ‘then what role does it play in the integration

of the members &F different lingu{stic groups into. the bver-

arching community and into the common inmstitutions? That is °

. o

“ to say, what role does a segmented media play fq cultural

- B

o

- group relations? Does it act as a divisive force by re-

.

inforcing lipguistically based cultural differences? Uoes it
1 R / ~

-
s . @mct as an integrative force by bolstering-the sense of be-

i

£ ' N
longing to the same overarching community? Or does the media .

3 »
- have a neutral effect on linguistic group relations?
The simplistic assumption that the mgd}a contribute
. EN .
to political integration by reiriforcing a' strong sense of

©

( 2 identification with the national community belies the caom-
A N . » < .
? plexity of political integration and socjietal cohesion where
o . A\l
strong linguistic, regional, ptrovincial and natiomal attach- :

1

_ments’ both overlap and conflict. In the case of the lin-

guiétic cleavage, the dynamics of French-English relations on

° -

.  the national level and on the provincial level are intri-
% . ’
cately linked. ' Nowhere is this more so than in the province

of Quebec. v r

° . @

To wunderstand Anglophone-Frrancophons relations in

- o

dbebec one must take into consideration not only the &trength

1N

L4
of attachment to the Canadian nation but also the degree of

attachment to the province and the strength of each lin-

— »

°. .
~ -

- , ., - - - - . S e
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guistic group's separate identity. The two-tiered nature of.
idantity in Canada, the role of the media in the formation of
these conflicting identities and the consequent impact . on

Anglophona:Francophone ralﬂfiéna has, - so far, been over-

looked. Past studies of linguistic group relations in Canada«

© .

- i { e .
- have not - takeri into consideration the possible role or in-

©
LA

fluence of the media on éhe_qharactar of the hpelationshibs
o

- ®
outlined above. Although scme content analysis studies have
concluded that the ﬁedia, in certain instances, did not act

L

as an integrating agent they have not delved into the ques-
tion as to why this is sn.o ﬂQither.the‘roleﬁcF iaantity nor
the role of the press in political integrﬁtion_and sacietal

cohesion has been looked at in any depth.

Throdgy an examination of thu'rola of The Gazette in

Anglophone identity faormation in Quebec, this work attempts

to F%ll this gap and to explaore, in greater depth, the impact’

of the ﬁedia‘on’lingyistic group'relations.

It will be‘'argued in the following pages, that kthe

media alwaya‘ggt as a mode of incorporation of the members of
Fadd -

diverse sub-groups into the existing political, social and

aconomic institutioneZoF»thé'aocigty. Whether this role, is:

-~

judged to be diviai&é or integrative is a function of the

[
>

dagree of stabilityfor change in the relationship betwaen

Ve

Anglophones and Eraqpéphonas in Quebec and between the lin-

guistic groups and - the cpmmon“iﬁéﬁitutianst In other words,

while <the roleju? fﬁe_média remains constant, the; caontext

2 ™

. - . - ¢
will determine the type of impact the media has on linguistic

- - .~
‘ 't

group relationss’s - - -
B M : l i

-~ ~ - \ -~

<

@
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(;k " linguistic group relations in Qgebac.

-

-

The firat half of this paper looke at the theoretical

*{ = ~underpinnings of the involvement of the media in questions of

¢

political intﬁgraﬁion. Chapter One examines past approaches

-

to the media as a nationmalizing or integrative agent and the

conclusions of past studies. It argueg that the issue is not

.the degree to which the media reinforces the Canpdian 6g°sqmé

aea

- other identity but ra%her? what“impact reinforcing the iden-
tity aof the coﬁmuqﬁtQ it serves has oh linguistic group

relations. Chapter ?Qa,devalupa the theoretical underpinnings

! [l

for a new perspective on the role of the ﬁadia i cuiturally
. B W L -

segmented Eaciéties and presents some hypotheses specific to
<§:he case in question.. o
. " The second half of this paper then moves on to .exa-.

- - ~ -

mine. a specific cass, that ia, ‘the.role of The Gazetts in

¢ »

LY
.)‘
‘
@
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. CHAPTER ONE :

& ETHNIC CONFLICT, CANADIAN UNITY AND THE ROLE OF THE PRESS
. -
-~ $

-

@ 14

In' theary, the mass media derives its influence .on

1
e

pnlitical' integration and national unity in three wayss .

JFiratly, such influerice is a producﬁ'oF the agenda-setting

-

function of the media. The limitations of space, in a daily "

-

newspaper, or of time, on a television or radio news broad-

cast, mean that gll ﬁhe news cannot be sired or printead. By

>

aelactlng which issues or events will receiveigubllc atten-
tion, the media eFFectlvely aht the agenda for’ discussion and

thereby shape political reality.(1) Hence the media act as a

°
. * -

line of vertical communication between the government and the

public by channelling information from the one to the other
and by éerving as the 'public ;atchdog' onr governman;al
action, éecondly, the media provide 8 horizontal link of
communicat&qn among the meébers of the society. The wider the

-
scope of reporting the greater the number of individuamls who

ttransact' or interact with omne another.

.

Finally, the medium of communications has an ideolég-~

ical role to play in the nation. pAs one of the incumbents of

. >
f .

N . .
. ~
Ve . - -~

1. A laﬁge body of llterature axists on thé agedﬂa-satting
and other political functions of. the media. See among
others, * Ben H. Bagdikian, The Information Machineg: Thair
Impact on’'Men and the Media, - New York, Harper and Row,
1971; Edward Jay .Epstein, News From Nowhere, New York,
Random House, 1973; William Rivers and Wilbur Schram,

+ Responsibility in Mass Communication, New York, Harper and
Row, 1969; Neil Compton, "The Mass Media," in Social
Purpose for Canada, Michael Oliver (ed.) Toronta,

' Univarsity of Toronto Press, 19G1.

.

-

-

TV e A b e



&

-~

.

°

this ideological role, the media act as a custodian of values
and "interpreter of social experience" by making sense of and

giving structure to a wide range of national and internation-

T

al 1life. In his seminal work on social class and power in
Canada, John Porter ascribes to the media this crucial func-.

tion of assuring the smooth functioning and continued exist-.

)

ance of iha political system:-

"To ensure that a value system does not

" become so vague that it ceases to perform

its social function of providing cohesion

it is necessary to build into certain

sacial roles the task of restating and

generalizing values. Individuals who have

a a particular facility with the writtan

and spoken word and who can manipulate

symbols assume these ideclogical roles

- «ss the roles are found in the operation

- of the mass media ... the unifying of

value themds is achieved _through the

control of the media of communication and

therefore the structure of the idesologi- o
cal system becaomes articulated with other
aystems of power. The ideclogical system

must provide the justification for the .

economic system, <the political systen."

(2)

-

The media are widely recognized as important ideo-

logical agents in high%zﬁ complex societies - agents of
socialization acting to transmit and reinforce the val?as and
goala of the particular saciety of which it is -a part.\It is,
at once, alproduct and raeflection qF, and support for, a set
of sgoclial and political institutions and téair underlying
values. "One of the problems of unity -in highly differen-

i

tiated social structdres is that groups which are placed

-

2. John PSrter, The Vertical Mosaic, Toronto, Univerasity of
Toronto Press, 19365, p. 458. *

‘ . =)

w
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differently in the social structure do not experience the—
same social life because they are cut off from one another by
class, religion, ethnicity, language, or some other barrier.

But somehow, if a complex structure is to survive, the aver-
{
all value system for the soc&gNy must have some meaning for

: : ! 3
all groups, and at the same time consistancy for the total

society."(3)

It has been theorized, by some students of political .

~

modernization and development,” that the ‘standardization'

. and '"massification' of social valums lies at the root of the

]
emargence of new nations and that the development of new mass

»

communication technologies plays a central role in this prao- -

cess. The various processes of modernization such as wurban-

ization, ' industrialization, -mass transportation and communi-

cation and the spread and improvement of mass oducation have

~ i -

an irreversible homogenizing effect on diéparate groups -which ~ .

Facilitates the development of a national consciousness..

t

Karl Deutsch, a leading proponent of the theory,

0

singles oug a special role For communications. "When sevéral
pﬁpulation clusters are unitad through more communications or
more economic activity, theg pcople bééin to think‘oF them-
selves as a country."(4) As societies develop there is ‘;

"race between thé 'growing _rate of -tranmsactions amang the
A

populations in particular areas'" and "the growth of integra- . .
oi=] g gra-

- -

3. Ibid, p. 459-460., . Vs . "

. @
4. Karl W. Deutsch, Nationalism and Its Alternatives, New
York, Knopf, 1969, p. 6. L -

' . Il
& - -

10 L * Al ‘.
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—¢ive imstitutions and practices among.them" which leads to

the '"attainment of a sense of community” and to a society
whose institutions "are sufficiently strong and widespread to
asébre peaceaful change."(5) Accogding to Arend Li jphart,
Deutsch's approach leads to the conclusion that "the very
process of political integration, unification or unity is one
of gradual broadening of social communications.'(6)

‘ Cyril Black carries this thesis even further by ar-
guigg that growing interdependence will lead to a point &at

»

—_— : f s .
which ~ the various societies are so-homogeneous ‘as tg be

capabléﬂ/oF forming a world state" and, therefors, we are
headed "toward an ultimate integration of societies."(7) The
mass media is considgre?, by Black, to be a major driving

1

Force of this process.
~ Lugien ,Pye attributes to'sthe mass media a more dir-

h *
cumscribed role in promoting integration. The communicatigns

, , ' \ -
media’ cgontribute to the development, within a collectivity,

of a common identity os a peaple by presenting a coherent

wpicture of their history and their present day experience,

!
¥

<
L

«
©

5. Karl Deutsch cited in Arend Li jphart, ' "Political Theories
and the Explanation of Ethnic Conflict ir the Western
World: Falsified Predictions and Plausible Postdictions,"
in 'Milton J.- Esman {(ed), .‘Ethnic Conflict in the Westerf
World, London, Cornell, 1977, p.S56. : ’

‘
h -~ »

H

[N . ¢

P o .
+ -2 - ~ ~

6. Arend Li jphart, op cit., p. 46.

4 . ')‘\
» ' 2

7. C.E. Black, The Dyhamic of Modarﬁléatibn: A Cmse Study- in
Comparative History, New . York, Harper and Row, 1866,
" p. 155, o '

'S
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and by reassuring them of a Future.(8) .

o

The theory of thQ‘PJlE of the media - ip the. dual

i
4 °

processaé of political modernization and'development has been

@® - -

the point of departure for anélyéts'oF the Canadian scene,.
It is on the basis of this theory that the media is assumed .

to generalize values, promote the Cénadiqn idanﬁity and

thereby strengthen Canadian unity:’ ’ .

THE MEDIA AND NATIONAL INTEGRATION IN é&NADA

~ -

Constant pressure from divisive forces of both i&taré

nal and external origin has repeatedly led to the quastioﬁing
- of the viability and survival of the Canadian natiﬁn. Central
to this issue is concern over the strength of what has baéﬁ

termed the 'elusive Catadian identity.' Both regional loyal-
- 's: . N . R . N
ties and cultural identities are seen-as having a delitericus .
&

effect ° on the sustenance of a national bond and sgbsequently

r ~

[N <
A

on national unity. The . threat has been felt to be

1 N A

particularly dangerous when, as in the case of Quebec, the

regional and cultural loyalties (in-its Anglo-Saxoh political

-

~

gensae) mix to form a compet;hg nationql'identityl The gppeal

-

of the Quebec 'national' identity has often been . considafed

to be stronger than that of tha,Canaaiﬁh identity and hence

ie a forcée fFor national disunhity. . . < )
- NationqlgAunity/{Q an’ affective concept which can ~ be

»
-

defined as, among other things, the absefhce of conflict,

P ~

8. Lucien Pye, * Communications and Political Development, .
Princeton, Princeton Upiversity Press, 1963: - .

r
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loyalty to the national government, harmony or positive

)
[

Feelings among people in difFferent parts of the country,

Feelings of pride and other dood feelings about being . Cana-
dian, ' co-operation rather than tension between lavels of

¥

‘government, giving precedence to one's Camadian identity over

.

onéig—regional or cultural identity, and it is the Faeilng of

getting a good deal from being part aof the country.(8) Hence
’ - - '
one approach to the study pf the degree to which the media

" .

. k!

L
play an integrative role  has been to examine the.amount of

national versus regiomal or local news.

’

In 1970 a Senate Committée Report on the Mass Media
pfaced special emphasis on the, role of the media in halpihg

~

to Forge and maintain a strpng national identity. The problem

was identified as being an excessive concentration on local

L4
and regional news items to the detriment of issués of na-

tional concern. The report states that:

. -

"The job [making journalism work] is
crucially important, for what is at stake
is mot onmly the vigor of our .democracry.
It also involves the survival of our N
nationhood. A nation is a collection of

- pmople who share common images of them-

selves. Our love of the land "and our .
instinctive yearning .for cdmmunity im- -

plant that image in the first.-place, But

it . is the madia ... that can -make it

grow. Poets' ' and teachers and artists,

yes, but journalists too. It is their, ‘
perceptions which help us  to define who -

‘e and what we are.'"(10) . }

N

4
.

9.” Raymond Breton et al., op cit., p. 3. 1 ‘
10. The Uncertain Mirraor: Report of the Special Seﬁate‘ ’

Committee on Mass Media, Voilume I, Ottawa, Queen's
Printer, 1970, p.- 11. . -

13 .
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Similarly, the 1881 Report of the Royal Commission on

* 7.

Newspapers singled out factors such as the concentration of

ownership, inadequate ° journalist training, + the business

~

‘arientation- of newspaper chains and the idecology of fair

reporting as impediments to conducting "a vigorous national
debate" in the daily press.(11)
'ngorting on the results of a survey illustrating the
. |

mighly regiomal orientation of newspapers in Cafhada, Bell and

=

Teppérman concluded that "... the avafage Canadian knows
little about -people and events outside his or her own re-
gion," and, therefore, the "members of the general public. can
hérdly be expected ta,halp hald the Eountry together."(12)

The authors suggest that increasing the amourit of coverage

devoted to national events and to explaining diverse cultural
and social \grouhé to one another would help to’remedy this

1
’ e

situation. g
According to Jowett and Hemmings the communications

systaem has, historically, been a major force in the develop-

ment of a national cansciousness. Now ""the impaortant queation

is whether the mass media can caontinue to provide material to

satisfy this diversity of needs, while comtinuing to play an

important role as a national social hond ... the media are

being relied: upon to an ever greater extent to act as a force

.

’
.

11. Report of the Royal Commission on Newspapers, Ottawa,
- Supply and Services Canada, 1981, p. 135-145.

“

12. David Bell and Lorne Tepperman, ' The Roots of Disunity,

Toronto, HMcClelland and Stawart,:1979, p. 157.

— il . !
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S for national unity."(413)
"A second approach to the issué has focused ant the
L differing content found in the English and French language

media and analyzes the degree of integrativemess or divisive- .

ness of that cantent vis~a-vis linguistic group relations.

] Once again, the question of identity formation is of central.

concearn. . >

h Neil Compton, in a study of the English and French

-

language media Vprepared'For the Royal Commission on Bilin- - -

N e e

gualism and Biculturadism, found "gloomy truth For re-
Formers." The media, he concluded, cannct easily act as
"cultural middlemen™ to mitigate the ethnic sand regional
ccHFlicts threatening the unity and‘politicéi stability_ aof
the country:' Compton argued that newspapers éhd journalists |
Ji-f. tend to reflect the community they 'serve and ;F which  they
‘are a part and hance,"on the national level, reflect the =+ —
- divisioﬁslmhiqh already -exist within the nat@on.(14y -
- ' Similarly, Frederick Elkin found that the dual lan-
guage and - culture of Canada pervades the media Asystam and
- A - - & .

divides it ihto media compartments. As opposed to being an

. - ¢ N “
- ) .

integrative force in Canadian society '"the mass media reflect
the . problems and dilemmas of Camada and the tenar of . the

times; <they serve wittingly or unwittingly, as both mirrors

~

I -

<« 13. Garth S. Jowett and Barry R. Hemmings, "The Growth of the -0

Mass Media im Canada,' in Benjamin D. Singer (ed), op
cit., p. 264. —// . -

14. Neil Compton, Multiculturalism and the English-Language

”Mgdia, Research report prepared for the foyal Commission

’ {: . ) on Bilingualism and Biculturalism, Ottawa, Queen's
" : .Printer, 1966, p.' 13. ’
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- of, and °‘major contributors to, our problems of Canadian

a

(f‘ : identity."(15)
. . Qualter viewed the media as a "medium of mixed value'
i with regard to the dissemination of Canadian propaganda. The

limited usefulrness of newspapers in increasing awareness of

1

the 'Canadian Fact'-stems from "the economics of the news-

paper industry, the values pursued by the owners and the
X .
subservience of some papers to the local political establish-

~ ment.'"(16) - .

3 s

The dependenéy c%ﬂdaily newspapers on the Canadian

Press News Aency is held by many to be a mechanism of na-

tional integration in that it disseminates a Canadian orient-
ed view of both matiomal and international news. Qualter, for

instance, states. that "the CP [Canadian Press] is an" un-

(» haeralded, but not unimportant, unifying force in Canada."(17)

Yet i a study of mational news coverage of the 1970 F.L.Q.

crisis Arthur Siegel concluded that neither the Canadian,

Preasa nor any other .news sources played an-imntegrating role.

<
o

Says ‘Siegel:’ n ] .

"On, balance ... the evidence shows that _
the press system in Canada as illustrated .
' . by its performance in the FLQ crisis, had -

# .

15. Frederick Elkin, "Communications Media and fdentity Forma-

- . tion in Canada," in Ben jamin Singer (ed), op cit., p. 242.
'16. .Terence H. Qualter, "Propaganda in Canadian Society,’” in

Benjamin Singer (ed), op cit., p. 281,

k 17. See Frederick Elkin, op cit.; Terence Qualter, op cit.;

- . and Carmen Cumming, "The Canadian Press: A Force for

(b Consenaus?", in Stuart Adam (ed), Journalism, Communica-
tion and the Law, Scarborough, Prentice-Hall, 1976,

16
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an unsettling

tion or as lea
empiricml find
) reinforce sub
than .contribu
society by bro
——Porms, values
shared by its

In an in-depth

Canadian Press, Hawley

' institutional —Factoars

existing cultural and

Findings Black remained

mass media to act as

~tion.(19)

’

Siegel's. study,

Latouche on the ‘role

crisis(20), are exampl

media in a crisis situat

active role by the even

works reviewed do not t

arising-out ‘of the socio-

ef fect on- Canadian integra-
st did not promote it. The S
ings reveal that newspapers ’
cultural differehces rather
te to the _unification of )
adening the base of comman

and collective axper;ancee
members."(18)

study of the integratiye role of the

-

Black Found that both structural and
inhibit thengéncy from overcoming
regional éleavages. Despite his
[2 o> <«

optimistic about the potential of the

a politically integrative institu-

and an earlier

[

of the preass during

es of research into the role
into an

ion where the media was drawn

The remainder oFQ the

ts themseives.

ake 1lnto account any possible effects

political conmtext. Imn other words,

+

the analyses are static in that they do not acknowledgeg or-
e .
explore the possibility that the role of the media may vary
18. Arthur Siegel, Canadian Newspaper Coverage of the F.L.Q.
Crisis, unpublished Ph.d. dissertation, McGill
University, Montreal, 1979. : ’ ’
19. Hawley L. Black, The Role of the Canadian Press News
Agency in Gatekeeping Canada's News, Ph.d. digsertation,

McGill University,

20. Daniel Latouche,

"Mass Media an

Montreal 1979. —_ ,

Commumication in a Poli-

tical Crisis," in Benjamin Singer (ed)}, op cit.
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e
or, should the role r‘emain constant, that the impact of the

media may vary along with changes in the socio—poliﬁsl

centext. The fact that mutations were found in the role .

s

played by the media during times of crisis would suggastzﬁ

that the context must be investigated as a possible factor in

any study of the influence of the press.
o

.
L

THE DEFINITION OF AN INTEGRATIVE MEDIA ‘ .
‘ (1.3

The findings of these media studies, with regard to

political integration, have been surprisingly consistent. As
pointed out by the Royal Commission on Newspapers, the de-

clining political influence of dailies, their withdrawal from

] —

commitment on issues of national importance and their concen-
tration -on regional or local issues are trerids which have

"seriocusly weakenmed their [newspaper's] fundamental role in a

°

democratic society."(21) These factors, in addition to the

structural division of the madia along linguistic lines,
\
strengthen regional and cultural identities to the detriment
f .

of the Canadian identity. The conclusion drawn is that Ffar

from being integrative the mass media help undermine Canadian

Tunity.

e

. 0f course the questioning of the effective value of
the Canadian media in Ffostering national unity is done
entirely Fromiﬁ nationalvCanadianrperspective. When seen from

a national Quebec perspective what is considered divisive at

P ¢ !

21. Report of the Royal Commission on Newspapers, op cit.,
b. 137-138.
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thg, Canadian level could be perceived as integrative at the
Quebec 1level. Not only do these studies not acknowledge the

dual-tier structure of tHe Camadian polity but ‘they choose
‘ N
instead *to automatically. view that which is seen as re-

anorcing regional culture - usuélly a catch phrase for

®

Quebec - as a threat to Canadf;n unity. .

-

Hemce the definition of what exactly is meant by an
' . integrative media remains unclear in the literature. However,

>
°

a fundamental assumption is made th@Pughout to the effect
that incredsed knowledge of and communication among disparate

groups contribute to national umity, mitigate conFlicts be-

4

tween cultural "and regional groups and increase the degree of

B

. - Bsocietal cohesion. It is assumed that a common hational
9 ‘

" identity is fundamental to keeping the country together and

that .the reinfdrcement of sub-group identities threatens the

p . -

over-arching community which is the nation. What has been

N —

-
\

demonstrated by past research is that the media reinforce

» -

sub-group differences; what has yet to be demonstrated satis-

a

factorily is that those differences have a negative impact on

{ . political unity and on societal cohesion. One is struck, when =

»

reading these analyses after a ten year interval, by their
simplistic and one-sided viewpoint on the role of the media

- amd on the questions of mational inpegration and societal
cohesion in a segmented society such as Canada.
a / Perhaps the greatest weakness of.past rasearch in the

- — Field has been the lack of attention devoted to the ways in

which a segmented media may influence the character of the

~ « ° ~
" ; relationships ' between’ linguistic communities and between
- ’ “ N ’ - . a
- F’\\\_//V””h’l ° *
’ ' . < 19 R .
T - i © @ B °
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‘thogse communities and the common institutions. The arrow may

also point the other way: these various sets oFJ;alationships
. // ) -»
may influéfnce the rols played by the media.

Rather than Focus solsly on the strength of attach-
mant to the concept of the Canadian nation, the present work
delves into the complexities of societal coﬁesionxin a nation
composed of numercus linguistjc, cultural and regional iden-

tities. National uﬁity may be’ threatened by a weak Canadian
. a . Al .

identity, but in order to understand the cadses and the true

nature of the unity crisis, one must investigate the intri-

1

cate .bonds which cement groups to one another ard to the’
commpn  institutions, and to the effectiveness of the

mechanisms of conflict resolution. It is argued here that it

7

is through an examination of the contribution of the media in

‘these areas thatvfhe madia can be judged toc be, ar tao nat he,
Vs . . ¢
s politically integrative institution, o

H -~ &

It follows,. then, that to undsrstand the meéhanism(s)~

v

by which the media may act as a force for integration in .a

.segmented society one imust look at what might be called the

- “
o

r

dialectical relationship between the media and the socio-

palitical context within 'which the media Ffunction. As an

integral part of the society the media must be '‘considered as

an institutionoin its own right - an organization promoting

the dissemination of information. The institutdéon of the

& i
B

&
madia hag established links with other institutiors and. with
each of the sub-groups and, in turﬁ, both the choice of media

content and the values expressed facilitate the incorporation

- . a
- i o

=
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of individual members of the society, into the exiating set

-3

of relastionships. °

-

-~

It will be arguad in Chapter Two and demonstrated in

v
1

subsequent chapters that when significant change takes place

in the strucnure‘oF the saciety, the role-of the media may,

vary accérdingly; In short, in a Qegmanted sociaety where the

() -

media are segmentad along the lines of the major  cleavags,
the role oF'th? media in linguistic‘gréup relationas is ‘a
Function of its ralatianship with each of the linguistic
groupg and with the common 1natitut13ns. vihether tha: madia

have anLinmegrativg or divisive inFluance\oA }inguiépié éroup

relations depends upon the nature of the ‘rslatianshiﬁs of

each community with one andther and: with the - common
inetitutions.
]
I
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."Stasiulus argue, 'these phenamena are ralevant for societal

&#

[3

.

CHAPTER TWO S .

A .CONTEXTUAL APéHDACH TO THE ‘ROLE AND IMPACT OF THE PRESS IN

v
5

- : ) SEGMENTED SOCIETIES

fhef'contextual approach to the role of the media in

'
©

‘ e ? ’
segmented sociesties assumes that the role of the media varies
with changes in the nature of the relationship betwesen lin-

guiatie groups. It:will,ba argued in the Fbllowing pages that

~

(1) the degree oFkésgmentation of the society, (2) the degrea

of stability. of linguistic group identities, and (3) the
% -

effectiveness of the mechanisms of conflict resolution are

2 ' -

the major 'definisseurs du contextma' and as such are in-

N .

digpensible to underétandinglfthe rrole and impact of the
media. This is particularly true of understanding the role of

" The Gazette in Anglophona—FFencophoﬁa relations in Quebeac. .

1

Y  The first assumption made in. the literature on the

: | - )
integrative role of the media is that the existence of strang

- regional and cultural identities has a deliterious sffect on

national unity and societal cohesion. This assumption: is
highly questionable given the findimgs of research into seg-

\ . ——— ,
mented societies and consociational politiecs. Although cul-

tural diversity is commonly <thaught of as a barrier to
national unity, "fhe mere fact of linguistic and ethnic di-

versity is not a source of disunity."(1) As Breton and ' .

h]

| -

- : ' \
cohesion only to the extent that they are associated with

|

1. Raymond Breton et al., op cit., p. 10.
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various other conditions."(2) . . .

One of those 'other conditions' is the segmentation

of Canmnadian society. The theory devaioped by.Pierre Van dean

Berghes describes a Fragmentéd or segmented society as con-
|

gsisting of disparate groups, divided on:the basia of. lan-

L]
guage, ethnicity, tribe, race, religion or other, who develop

their own sets of institutions. The pluralist society, on the

.

other hand, is a heterogeneous association of numerous cul-

tural groupings. In Van den Berghe's words:

"Par .fragmentation culturelle ou plura-
lieme social, nous entendons ... que la
société ... possede aussi cette caractesr-
istique particulidre [hétdrogéndité] que
chacun (ou du moins quelques-uns) de ces
- groupes culturels est compartimentg au
‘ niveau local aussi bien qu'a " l'échelle
'mationale', dans un ensemble plus ou
moins complet d'institutions et d'organi-
sations analogues, parallales et non com-
pléhentaires, chaque groupe ayant de plus
une culture ou sous-culture plus ou moins
distincte."(3)

In choosing whét'to péint and what not to print the
,media portray an imaée.oF the society which contributes to or
reinfoices that society's imagé of itself. Hence the content
of the ‘media in pluralist and segmented societies diFFérs
significantly. 16 a pluralist society the media have
a much mote diverse audience to sagisFy and consequently

|

i . —

2. Ibid., p. 10. - ]

3. Maurice Pinard, !Pluralisme social et partis politiques:
‘quelques éléments d'une théorie," in R&jean Pelletier
(ed), Partis politiques au OQuébec, Montréal, Hurtubise,
1976, p. 38.
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deal with a broader range of issues, To remain commercially

viable and to Eftract as many readers as possible the media
will avoid giving consistent support and ;overage to one
;ultural group over another.

On the other hand, a média whicK is segmentad ,.along
the lines of the ma jor cleavage of the segmented society will
reflect theAidentity, hopes, aspirations, and interests of

the segment it serves, Francine Chartrand-McKenzie found that

this 1is because journalists tend to confarm to the views of

- A

their public: »
"Tout journaliste ... " tente chaque jour
de reconstder ses vueas, de les confor-

mer le plus ssible a celles de ses
\ . lecteurs ... double consensus tend
alors a s'dtabl?r:. le journaliste répond
aux attentes de son public de méme qu'a
celles de 1l'organisation formelle dans

. laquelle il s'inmscrit ... La conformité .
au public consiste a .donner au public ce
que le public attend ... C'est la condi-

tion sine qua non du marché de 1'informa-
tion, un imperatif mnon seulement pour les
journaux mais pour toutes les communica-
tions de masse. D'ou leur aptitude a
refléter et a renforcer les opinions
préalables plus souvent qu'a les modi-
Fier."(4) . \

¢

-

A

The report, prepared for the Royal Commission on

Bilingualism and Biculturalism, argued that newspapers do not
necessarily make an overt effort to reflect the opimions aof

its readers but that "mewpapers, which are rightly prﬁhd to

-

be,' as they say, 'part of the community,' sometimes grow so
4., Francine Chartrand-McKenzie, 'Les Journalistes anglo- et
franco-canadiens," Aeport prepared for the Royal Commis-

sion on Bilingualism and Biculturalism, 1967, p. 23-24.
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close to the community's dominant public values that they
resemble house organs of official opinion.'"(5)

It would be precipitous to assume that by reflecting
and reinforcing the segmentation of the society the media
have a divisive impact on linguistic group harmony. Although
the political problems of co-axistence in segmented sacieties
are compounded where cultural groups are‘concentrated,tarri—
torially and where these divisions coincide with sub-unit
political boundaries, the existemnce of multiple group identi-
ties does not necessarily imperil the unity of a . nation.
Consaciational democracy, a 'model of democratic conflict
management in segmented societies,' allows each constituent
segment to,rataiﬁ a separate and distinct idemntity. Original-
ly identified by Arend Li jphart and elaborated upon by schol-

ars such as Jurg Steiner and Kenneth McRae, consociationalism

-

has been found to be operative, to vérying degrees, in
Switzerland, Belgium and Canads among others.(6) As opposed
to majoritarianism, where given the undarlying*p;incipla af

ma jority rule the individual has a significant impact on the

political process, consociationalism is based on the group
level. In consociational systems "the relevant actors ...
{are] the solidarity communities, ethnic, racial, or reli-

5. Robert Fulford as quoted imn Ibid., p. 25.

6. Arend Lijphart, The Politics of Accommodation, Berkeley,
University of California Press, 1969; Kenneth McRae (ed),
Consociational Democracy, Political Accommodation in Seg-
mented Societies, Taoronta, McClelland and Stewart, 1974;
Robert Presthus, Elite Accommodation in Canada, Toronto,
Macmillan, 1973.

»
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gious, into which the society is fragmented."(7) Esman out-

lines the basic characteristics of this system:

.
o »

"Consociational governance involves the
organization of politics by parties or
movements, each repressnting one of the .
congtituent sclidarity groupe. The lead-
ers of all the communities form an elite
cartael that governs the polity and dis-
tributes the benefits ahd costs of
government among the camponent groups.
Each leader asserts the interests of his
community and negotiates differencaes with
calleagues who represent parallel com-
munal constituencies in the elite car-
tel."(8) ' :

4 Consociaticnal politics is based on a’form of elite
accommodation, Whila\ the al%tes must be eommitted to the
maintenance of a.national system, in theory it is urnecessary
For the masses t? be attached to any group other than to the
regional, ethnic, linguistic or other group of which they ére
a part. Lijphart goes as far as to suggest that in order to

avoid the danger of friction caused by contact between

~ . : R
groups, "it maoy be desirable to keep transactions between

antagonistic subcultures in a divided society ... to a mini-
mum."(9) Kenneth McRae emphasizes that consociationalism

assumes that the fragmentation of the society will continue.

s As pointed out in Chapter One, it is alsa assumed in
4 T -
¢ 7. Milton J. Esman (ed), Ethnic Conflict in the Western
World, Ithaca and f.ondon, Caornell University Press, 1977,
p. 14.

[y

8. Ibid., p. 14.

9. Arend Li jphart as quoted in S.J.A. Noel, '"Consociationsgl
Democracy and Canadiafn Federalism,"” in Kenneth McAae,

op cit., p. 264. -
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the literature on the media that communication and informa- -

Y

EE tion exchange across linguistic and other boundaries is es-

, sential to inter-group harmony and unity. Yet increased com-

mumication and contact betwsen social groups has been found,

; in some cases, to lead to intensified cultural group con-

flict. Studies of ethnonationalism amd ethnoregionalism have

disputed earlier modernization theorists' interpretations of
‘ )

the role of the mass media in the nationalizing process by

(5]

v
S

«

showing that in some situations, better communication between

disparate cultural groups enhances ethnic conflict by making

each segment aware of their 'differentness.’

T sy ————

Walker Connor argues that Deutsch's assimilationist
model does not hold for sectionalism or for societies where

- there is - 'at least one sthnically conscious group.' The
’ level of conflict between differentiated groups can be af- '

[ f i '

fected by the intensity and Pature of contact between them.

‘ "Increased contacts among ethnonationamlly conscious groups

i ~

appear more apt to cement and reinforce the divisive sense of
unigueness.™(10)

While agreeing with Conmor that increased contact and

’
N A

communication among diverse social groups are more likely to

result in '"strain and conflict™ than in "“greater mutual

understanding,” Li jphart believes that the resurgence of

ethnic conflict inm developed nations is due to the awareness, '~ . -

created by this interaction, of social and ecornomic inequali-

ties. '"Only in conjunction with the qualitative increase in

: u \
10.Walker Connor,- "“Ethnonationalism in the First World," in
Milton J, Esman,op cit., p. 28-28.
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social communication can

inequalities among ethnic

acute."(11) .

Even Karl Oeutsch

.

impact of the mass media

out that: B

-

mambeaers
the}Pthar.

processes are forcing them
recognition
common mutual
strangeness and more conspicuous

acute
and |their

the awareness of aconomic and other
m -

groups be expected to become really

[
r

o .
acknowledged the possibly negative

on segmented societies by pointing

" ... linguistically and culturally ...
of each group are outsiders
Yet tochnological and economic

far

together, in
of their differences
axperience of
differ-

entiation and conflict may result,"(12)

>

It would appear,

—_— /I

then, that the impact of increased

: communication between disparate groups, and hence, the impact

of the media, varies according to the stage of development or

degree aof stability
-~

(: thg

groups. It

[

in the relationship between those

would also appear that a strong case can be made

that the existence of mdfgiple identities is not in itself =

threat to Camadian unity or at least not essential for there

- o be a high degree of societal cohesion. Yet the question of

]

identity is a significant factor in determining what was

. referred to earlier as the 'character of the relationships

between linguidtic groups and between linguistic groups and
the common institutions.'

_11. Arend Li jphart, "Political Theories and the -Explanation

of Ethnic Conflict im the Westernh Warld: Falsified Pre-

dictions and Plausible Postdictions," in J.

Karl DOeutsch as cited

-
(»f ‘

Milton

Esman, op cit., p. 58..

@

imn Ibid., p. 56.
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Within a segmented society the degree F "institu-
tional completenesas" of the major composite /groups_ is a
factor in the determination of the severity of the cl;a—
vage(s) in the political system. "If a conflict of interest
occurs betwaen different natiomal or ethnic groups and thﬁse
groups have high degrees of internal loyalty, them each of
the conflicting parties can call on the loyalties of the
natioa ar ethnic group as a whole to support its particular
interests."(13) étinchcombéﬁ postulates that the level of
iéentiFication with and loyalty for an ethnic or natiocrnal
group is a Fupction of the degree of institutional complete-

ness aof the group and argues that "generalized or diffuse

loyalty of a group depends on that group being in fact the

‘locus of normative solutions to life praoblems, resulting in

the group being a central point in the organization of
people's personal identities, in their confidence that their
competeﬁcies and social rights will in fact solve those life
problems.?{14) Changes in the degree of institutional cgm-
pleteness on the part of one or both 1inguist§c groups bring
about a change in their relationship with one another and the
common institutions.

In segmented societies where each group has a rela-

tively high level of institutional completeness, the degree

’

of societal cohesion is a Function of the extent to which

13. Arthur L. Stinchcombe, "Social Structure and Politics,"
in Fred Greenstein and MNelson Polsby (eds) Handbook of
Political Science, Volume 3, California, Addison VWelsey,
1975, p. 604. ‘

14. Ibid.

29

3

PRUFE

PRSI PR AP




~

L\

©
.

"mutually satisfactory . accommodations" can be worked out
through the mechanisms of conflict resoldticn, ie. the prac-"
tice of consociationalism. Yet "an important aspect of K these

relationships [that each linguistic community has with the

cammon institutions and wi%th each —other] is socio-

psychological in nature. On the one hand is a sepse of loyal-

ty to the common institutions or the belief, on the part of
both linguistic communities, that these institutions are
o

legitimate and that it.is possible to identify with them. On’
the other hand there exists social solidarity across the two
communities or the sense of belonging to the same averarching

community."(15) Hence the question of identit&VDP, political

integration, remains fundamental to the successful resolution

~

of conflict. As long as both linguistic groups are loyal to

and consider legitimate the common institutions, and as long

as both groups are attaghad to the overall community, then
I'd

the existence of separatg group identities does not imperil -

the political unity of the society. But any change in the
§

loyalty and/or identity on the'part of one or both linguistic .

_ ,groups changes the nature of the relationship between them.

5

A shift in identities, in loyalties or in the degree

J— <

of institutional completeness induces change in the way —in

which groups relate to one another and to the political,
N

social and economic institutions. The period of change and

13

-'adaptation, as we have seen above, is often.conflictual. It

is hypothesized that a segmented media will~daFand the in-

15. Raymond Breton et al., op cit., p. 143-144.

i
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terests of the community it serves by -exposing the con-

Flictual issues and reflecting the'quwe, “values and posi-
] | SRR .
. /tions of one communityy only. Thus it will have a divisive
A P . - , ) /7
impact on linguistic group relations. Yet it will, at the

same time, continue to incorporate individuals of its Tcom- — — .7 -
o s . » ' . ’
munity .into the existing set of relationships, in this case, : ‘

»

v

of a conflictualdl nature. .

The mass media is one mecharism in the political
\ " —

\ . A . - ‘
process by which communication takes place among the members ) :

v

of the society and between linguistic groups afnd the politi-‘

1

[y

. eal.institutions. According to David Eastamng

-

|
|

SN2 PR - WY S N

P -
- .1ﬂwithin the limits of their pdsitions and
. roles, = parties, opinion leaders, the - "
- .intelligentsia -~ where they are a poli- - . ) R
Tical force -- and the mass media simi- '

larly may search out the wants of what E . .

(;} - . ©+ may be called the silent ones in ‘the ’
- system,: an#~less articulate. And, as in oo LT
the case of interest groups, each of

these units may also initiate demands as
a. reflection of their own independently )
. felt wants ... hence these members or - -t

\ organizations are critical gatekeepers T '
; standing , at +the boundary of the system - o et
< and contralling the initiation of de- : . )

' mands."(18) — - o

— ~

-

. 14
But the fewer the number .of formal and inForwal mechanisms of '
\ "o . . .
“communication between linguistic groups (in particular the R

minority language group and the goverﬁmehﬁ) the greater will

be the pressure on the media to express the feelings, wants ; o
and® needs of the community as well as act as a ‘'watchdeg' -
. { . )
( ‘ 16. David Easton, A Systems Analysis of Pglitical Life, New-. "
— York, Wiley, 1965, p.S6. °’ R ; -
. ‘ N ‘__- — . . . — -
o - 31 - . -
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“"over the goverﬁment. Concurréntly, the government will pqy’

special attention to the media in order to take the pulse of

" the ethnic minmority. However, this puts the media in a double

bind. While pressured to be the cohmunity Bpokesagrson and ‘

uphold the values of the. community, opposition td what the

government is trying to achiesve will alienate the parties

'3

<

even further fram one another. It is further hypothesized ,
— I

that the role of the media as a community spokesperson and as #

government 'watchdog' for the community takes on greater

J—— a

b2y
importance if the formal and/or informal mechanisms of elite
accomﬁodatian fail to resolve linguistic group~conF;ict.>

- . e ~

To briefly summarize the discussions,* the two basic
3

% a
\

assumptions found in the literature“on the media as an inte- .
grative institution are highly questionable.- The present

work, based on the fFindings of research into segmented soci- - —

aties, societal cohesion and the role of communication in .

o
- —

ethnonational conflict, proposes ﬁhrqe alternative hypo-

theses: -

° —_
i

1. If the media incorporates individuals into the existing
social structure then a segregated media reinforces and
reflects the divisions which exist in the segmented soci- N /
ety. ) .
g “' - T R

2. The importance of the media roles of government watchdog
and - spokasperson for the community it serves is a

function of the effectiveness of the informal and formal

mechanisms for conflict resolution. . i o

3. Whether the impact of the media is divisive or integrative -
in terms of "linguistic group relations is a function of
the degree of stability or change in the relationship
between Anglophoneg and Francophones and between the 1lin-

guistic groups and the common ingtitutions. . . N o

. 32 ‘ .-
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THE GAZETTE IN THE CONTEXT OF QUEBEC

u
»

i% ’ Three apecific hypotheseéﬂragarding‘ the role and

impact of The Gazette in Anglophone-Francaophone relations in

Quebac will be tested in subsequent chapters.

‘ Firstly, it is hypothesiged that The Gazette, as an

1 ' , - [N - t .

: ) English-speakiﬁ@ institution, reflects and réinfcrces tha
. . 3

identity of the Anglophone 5apulatibn thereby contributing to

the perpetuation of the differences and conflicts between

<«

r{‘4' Anglophones and Francophones in Quebec. e

S

] ' Secondly, “the roles ~of The Gazette as government

- . watchdog and copmunity spokesperson for the Anglophone pg%u-

=

. lation becama increasinély important during the 1970'§ °

S ‘/'

N ) because of a breakdownim both the Forqal and informal mecha- \\\ )

¢
3

%

nisms of conflict resolution. -

H , . , T
(' Fimally, The Gazette had a divisive impact an

o a - a'

AnglqphonéQFréncophone relations in Quebec bécau?e, . as  an

e [

‘ 9 . -
ac¥ively 1 fought against any chénge in the relatidnshie<)ﬁé— e _

o

inmstitution of the Angﬁ;;hone popuiation, the ngwspaper has

- .
tween AritNlophones and Francophones within Quebec ahd/i; tha

relation p of Quebec Anglophones to bqth"FedaraléEnd prb—_

vincial political institutions.

Since —the beginning of the Quiet Revolution, Quebec *

goclety and polities have undergone. a major transformation,

PR .

These changes, often analyzéd'Fhom the perspective of politi-

cal modernization and development theory,, are well docu-

\

mented, (17) The segmented Quebec society brough® ‘to public

17. Por . an excellect application of this approach-to Quebec

© - - -

-
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attention by Hugh McClennan's novel, Two Solitudea, gradually

Wi

became more pluralist; politics became mors ma joritarian; and
the powers exercised by the provincial government éxpandeq at

a rapid rate. Perhaps of greatest consequence were the shifts

. in loyalty and identification on the part of large nunbers of

francophones, from Canada to Quebec and from French-Canadian

N3
to, Quebecois. In large part, the-Anglophone population re-

-
~

" maimed loyal to the federal government 'and retained a strong

Tow

Canadian identity.
The legitimacy'oF péovincial political ‘imstitutions,
was called into quedtion by many Anglophones .with the coming

to power of the Parti Quebecois in 1976; =& political party

o
“

which many saw as wanting to 'tear the country apart' and as
‘ i

-

™~ o .
being hostile. ta their ecomomic and linguistic intereosts.
Additionally, harmonious reldtions between Anglophones. and.
Francopﬁbnes in the province, wHich were already. in decline,

became gradually more conflictual with the imtroduction,

o

beginming in the early 1970!'s, of a series of langusge.’ laws

%

promoting the use af French and restricting the use of

English. - | . z

<

During the sarly 137dws,‘ I argue, The Gazette re-

flected thé/;::::;Bgr, cancerns and ‘positiqﬁs of the Anglo-

phone population of the province.and had a divisive, impact on

see Kenneth McRoberts and Dale Posgate, Développement et
maodernisation du Quebec, ontréal, Boréal Express, 1983;
see also Edmond Orban (ed), \La modernis#tion politigus du -
Québec, Montréal, Boréal Express, 1976. For a more de-
tailed discussion of the political/transFormation of the
prov1nca, see Gerard Bergeron and HaJean Pelletier (eds),
L'Etat du Québec an devenir, Maontréal, Boréal Express,
1980.

2
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. AN
linguiénic group relations because it was an English-speaking

¢ o
< 7

institution. The newspapst's opposition to any dsgi;latian

governing ~languag" use in the provipce, its sastaunchly

- \.

. Federalist, position, its almost exclusive coverage "of the

hard-1line Anglaéhong stance on against any changes to the

i ——t '

status quo, its coverage of the doomsday scenarios ‘For the.

PR . N

province and for the Anglophane population being painted by - .

Federal politicians and "Anglophone elites in particular

ahoulircﬂuebecers'votﬁ yes in the referendum on sovereignty-

association, . and its failure to adequately cover or explaiﬁ

Y

‘- the Francophone cammunity; served to heighten the tension and

- -

animosity between the two groups.

With the election of the Parti Quebecois the Anglo-
phone population was left beraft of goverhment=ﬁepraqantation

and previodsly influential Anglophone elites, mainly From the -

business community, were alienated Fromdthe‘ﬁahty in power. y

Consequently, The Gazette became one of the few chanmnels of

- 1]
communication between the two jlinguistic groups and betwesan

t

the Anglophone population and the Quebec govqrnmént. The

dazatta, therefore, in its govérnment watchdog and community

spokesperson roles was of central importance ta linguistic

group relations. . .

‘o

- 3

THE CHOICE OF THE GAZETTE -

o

We are dsaling, then, with The Gazette given that the

1979 demise of the Montreal Stﬁr, Fallowing & year long

4

strike, made The Gazette tﬁe'anly Eng}ieh-languagb daily ,

° ° <
. . d

o

Al -
i yn
.

.
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newspaper in the ﬁrovince; The closing of the ﬁdntraal Star.

< ) at a time of weakening national unity and inéraaeing lin-

(: QuiQtic group conflict,- it will be argued, is an important
. i . A .

L elem&nt of the Quebec context and had a major impact on the

- ’

role of the prass in-ﬁrovineial llngﬁistic group relations.

P
' v
1

A .

THE CHOICE OF CLEAVAGES

.0ften a choice must be made between defining a cleav-

-
age as one based on ethnicity o6r as. one based on language.

L4

Unfortunately, there appears to be no standard in the litera-

ture on Quebec. John Meisel, in his Working Papers on

Canadian Poli€ics, opts for language, ‘as esthnicity, which he

describes as being a composite notion usually (comphisad of |

.

origin, language and religious béckéround, is cansidered taoo

~

difficult to agperationalize For the non—Franéophone popula-

: y . ™
;—tion. Ags the tendency has been for immigrants to Quebec <to,
W, «

//;///// inéagréte ,imto the Anglophone poﬁulatian we will follaw his

-

lead and consider, for the purposes of this study, language

B 0

of daily use to be the major social and political claavage;
Meisel justifies this choice by arguing‘that:

«

M., .. an important feature of Canada's
linguistic pattern .,. the inexorable
mobility of an overwhelming proportion of
all . immigrants to the English . language -

o . and through it into Anglaphone socie- ™~

. ) ty."(148) i . . K\\
V2 .

(: . 18. John Maisel,'working Pépers on Canatiian Poliéics,
Montreal, McGill-Queen's University Press, 1975, p. 133.
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", ..language-use tells us a ﬂ909d deal L
about the individuels day-to-day exposurae
to one or the other of the cultures- and

to its values. It is thus assumed here _
that the English-speaking Carnadian will ) ) -
reflect’ the values of the dominant, ie.~”

English, society and that the Francophone ' .
will hold values of the minority soci- oo
i ety "(19)

o

b

For the purposes‘ this study 'the minority' refers to the

Quebec Anglophone Tnumerical minority. Nhila° other ethnic

3
PR N S S N T

groups in fhe provincg'ﬁill not be ignored neither will they

o

be the main fgcus of Tnalysis.

1

Y

. . . : Lo 8
. ] 3
METHODOLOGY R - ' - :
s 14 . A gi
. ® . } éﬁ
The data for this study was primarily culled Ffrom .
secondary sources. Primary source research was c?fnied out ~
where no prior literature existed, but these instances were '

relatively rare. Although this work is not based om.a content

éﬁélyais“of The Gazatfe, such a‘study would be- a comple-

mentary tool for verification of the Ffindings and would

o ¢ ~

likely prove a fFruitful avenue of further resesarch. ’ ‘ “

v S ' -

One way to méasurﬁ the degree to which the media

>

1

& 4 //% 4
are tied <o a particular segment of the population is ta .

examine the. degree of homogeneity ot heterqgeﬁgitx of its ' -

audience. The‘greatar the ,degree of segmentation, the gréateél'

ira the chances that the media of each segmant will be"play—

'

.ing to'a relatively homogeneous public, and the more closely "’ U
19. Ibid., p. 129. : : ’ . .

:} ) . e [ ' ’
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- adge of the present work.

will the media serve the interests and values of the segment
to which it is attached. Hence the media will be more stri-

dent in daFénca of its group's perceivedu;iéﬁts and privi-

leges, This role, however, _is unsuited to the broader

audience of a pluralist society. In drder to measure the

relationship of The Gazette to the Anglophone ,community, we

will look at ownership,. the background and linéuistic compe-
tence of the rep&rters and management, readership, according

to mother tongue and the degree to which the profileg of the

owners, management. and staff resembles the profile of the
ség;ent it serves. The greater the concordance, +the greater

ther probability that the two groups share the same identity,

v

loyalties, values and outlook.

The mechanisms of demand articulation or conflict

resolution are (1) the degree of integration of the minority.

language group into the decision-making apparatus by way of

private or publiq elites and (E)Qby the effectiveness of

Iz ¢

representations on behalf of the Anglophonéﬁ population by

.

federal and English-speaking provincial governments. The

fawer the mechanisms of commumication and the lesser the
effectiveness of these mechanisms the more the media will be
Trelied upoﬁ- te play the role of watchdog and community
spokesparsaon,

The investigation of changes in the socio-political
context as a factor in the role and impact of the press in

linguistic group relations is the main contributiom to knowl-

sy ~ =~
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Part Two of "this paper is divided into three sec-
tions. Chapter Thrqg analyzes the degree of segmentatign in
Quebec society and in the media, and the extent to which The

Gazetts K can be said to be an imstitution of the English-
. L 1 o

speaking population. Chapter Four examines the machanisms aof

conflict resolution and the importance of the English daily

as o spokssperson and watchdog For the Anglophone population

z

while Chapter Five looks at the role of The Gazette in the

formation of a Quebec Anglophone identity during the 1970's.

Through an examination of The Gazette's -~ portrayal of the

Anglophone and Francophone populations and the Quebec govern-

ment we will then be in a position to assess the impact of.

The Gazette on linguistic group relations in Quebec ' during

the time imn guestion.

Find

N\~
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CHAPTER THREE N \

'THE SEGMENTATION OF QUEBEC SOCIETY -

1
H

The purpose of thig chapter is to determine the

degree of segmentation of Quebec society =and the degree to

which The Gazette can be considered an institution of the

English-speaking population. To do so, it situstes the media

and particularly The Gazette, within the social structure of

Quebec and compares the profile of the staff and management

of the newspaper to that of the Anglophone population as a

- whole.

1

Canada has been” described, by one _scholar, as being
"two fFederal systems, of very different types, compelled to

co-exist within the same constitutional structure. On the .one

hand it is, jurisdictibnally speaking, a federation of prov-
inces ... There is, however, a sense in which the umniomn is
not a fFederation of provinces at all, but a union of the two

'founding peoples' whose primary pu;posa is to preserveézand
foster the separate identity of each." (1)

In Quebec the 'separate identity of each' has been
jealously guarded through the segmentation of the society

into two parallel sets of institutions, Although initially

the parallel systems were established on the basis of reli-

&~

T ! ~
giocus differences, by far the most important cleavage today
\
1. Jdames R. Mallory, The Structure of Canadian Government,

Toronto, Macmillan, 1971, p. 393-394.

S s
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is that of language. For each linguistic group there exists a

) ) -y
system of schools, CEGEPs, universities, hospitals, social
Eal
services, churches, professional services, rgdio and televi-
sion stations, newspapers and cultural institutions such as

museums, literary circles, historical societies and cinemas.
The segmentation of the society, however, extends far
beyond the educational and cultural fields. Oisparities inmn

income and occupational status betwean the English and French

in. Quebec are now almost legendary.(2) In the 1971 study of

language use by sector of economic actiﬁfty, the Commission

Wy —
of Inquiry on the Positiom of the Fremch Language found _that

linguistic segmentation extended far  into the workplace and

the ‘economy.(3) Hotes Hubert Guidon, "Quebec is the only

2. Among the numerous academic and governmentsl studies
_available see Paul Bernand et al. "L'&volution de la
situation socio-é&conomique des Francophones et des non-
... Francophones au Québec (1971-78),'" Montréal, Office de la
- langue frangaise, 1879.3 Jac-Andre Boulet, L'dvolution
tles’ disparités linguistigues et revenus de travail dans
la zone métropolitaine de Montréal de 1961-1977, Document
no. 127, - Ottawa, Conseil &conomique du Canada, 1979, ;
Aobert Lacroix et Framncine Vaillancourt, Les revenus et
la langue au Québec (1970-1978), coll. Oossiers du con-
seil de la langue frangaise no.8, Quebec, Editeur offi-

ciel du Quebec, 1981; Calvin J.Veltman, '"Les incidences
du revenu sur les transferts linguistiques dans la rdgion
métropolitaine de Montréal", Recherches sociographiques,

- 17, 3, sept.-dec. 1876, pp. 323-339; Report of the Com-
mission of Inquiry on the Position of the French Lanqguage
and on Language Rights in Quebec, Book 1 Language of
Hork, The Pasition of the Fremch Language in Qusbec
Quebec, December 1972.

3. HReport of the Commission of Inguiry on the Position of

in) a e Rights in Quebec, op.
cit.. The Commission found that French was found to domi-
nate in fFour sectors: primary industries, ie., agri-
culture, forestry, fishing and mining; construction;

i
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province in-Canada that has a double sconomy, in labor force'
terms, neatly segregated along language lines."(4) A 1971
study of language use in the labour market found that 64% of

French-speakers used French almost exélusively in the work-

1

place while B3% of English-speakers uaedq‘élmost exclusively,

their own mother-tongue.(5) In the population as a whole in

P

1971, 86.5% of thé French-speaking population was ables to
remain almost unilingual while 84% of the English-speaking

population was able to do so0.(6)

From a socio-economic perspective the Commission
found <that Anglophones with less than nine .years schooling

used mostly French injthe‘workplace while those with better

education, greater atatus and hiéher income tended to use
little Fremnch at work, Faor an upwérdly mobile Francophone,

knaJiedge of the English language was essential for entry
Y - .
into higher status and higher paying occupations.(7) Ex-

v

administration; and commerce, The financial and utility
sectors were almost the exclusive preserve of the English
language. Professional segregation was not only occupa-
tional but also hierarchical. In the French. sectors,
French and English speaksrs tended to use more French
than average for their linguistic groups. In the English
sectors, French was underrepresanted and less French was
used by both groups than the average for their group. The
manufacturing sector appeared to be the only exception to
this gemnsral rule and was classified bilingual.

4. Hubert Guindon, “'The Modernization of Quebec and the
Legitimacy of the Camnadian State,' in Daniel G: Glenday,

Hubert Guindon, Allan Turowetz (eds), Modernization and
the Canmdian State, Toronto, Macmillan of Canada, 1978,
p. 217- u' -

S. 'Tha Pogition of the French ﬁLnguage iﬁ Quebsc, op. cit.,
p. 17. -

6. Ibid, p. 23-24.

7. 1Rid.

¢ &




q
ceptions to this pattern included the Roman Catholic Church,

the liberal professions and politics where the Francophone - -

{}«\ , elite were firmly sntrenched.

\ ‘v
N

Language usage and lénguage customs themselves acted

"as a barrier to the integration of the two groups. Summarized ’
by Brazeau. and Cloutier: "Studies have shown that bilingual-
ism is not collectively advantageous: it allows institutions
to Ffunction in one language at the top and in another™  lan-
guage‘ at the bottom with the help of intermediaries who can
act as translators at low occupational levels in the office

and in the shop."(8) Prior te the introduction of languagse

~

i

legislatian in the mid 1970's, the language of commhunication .

was governed by an "etiquette oF'rapport between [thel lan-~

P A g

guage groups and by norms regarding linguistic usage."(9) In

X b

( practice, this meant that the language spoken in the work-
/ place was that of the superior (in the hierarchy of job §
classifications). \ -

Income differentials provide anaother indication of
the degree  of segmentation in the ecomomy. As shown in Table

"1 the average income of non-Francophone men was substantially-

higher than their Fr%ncoﬁhone counterparts and, although less

marked, there was also a difference in average income betwe%n

Framcophone and non-Framncophone. women. When looked at in more

o

detail, as shown in Table 2, the differences are even more

startling. The sexes coﬁbinad, a higher proportion of the
%

v

8. Jacques Brazeau and Edouard Cloutier, 'Language Issues im
Contemporary Canada,' op cit., p. 215,

- - 8., Ibid, p. 220. »
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TABLE 1 o o :
Labour Market: Average Income, 1971 and 1878 )
! -
! ; -
| Men ' Women Total !
F NF F NF F NF ~
. . ’ ue
! P | ‘
1971 ; ) ' ) ' '
average $10,883 $13,944- ' $6,295 $7.064 $9,543 541,814 ' .
incame l . . e .
é s \ .. L. )
1978 ' . . o o '
avearage $13,552 $16,249 ' $8,307 | $9,270 $11,804 $44,015 .
incame e . L .
1 1]
7 1
o 1
¢ PR N | \ i 1z
Source: Sheila HMclLeod Arnmopoulos and Dominique Clift, The Engll.h‘Fact
In |Quebec, Montreal, Libre Expression, 18979, p. 239. '||
l l .
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. * . Marché du travail .
R‘bnttltlon des- francophones et des non-francophones
selon le niveau de revenu - par sexe’:- 1971-1978.
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Recensement 1971% IFAQ 1978
P . 5 .
Revenu annuel avant Hommes Femmes Total Hommes Femmes . Total -
deductions ’ r nr r . Nr r NP r NF r NF | F RF -
, l
. ~ amane
Moins de $7,500 . lsz.t 25.1 66.2 60.2 42.3 236.0 22.1 16.9 48.9 39.0 31.2 24.0
31,300-‘10,499 22.9 17.1 20.3 23.7 22.2 19.2 14.2 12.7 22.9 27.6 17.1% ﬂ7.4
$10,500-$13,499 ‘. 20.0 18.5 8.2 ’.9.4 16.7 15.6 20.3 17.0 -16.5 19.0 19.0 17.6
$13,500-816,499 |10.5 10.4 3.2 3.1 .8.3 8.2 15.1 11.2 5.7 8.4 11.9 10.2.
$16,500-19,499 6.1 §.n 1.3 1.7 4.7 6.8 y 1196 13.3 3.9 3.7 x9.1 10.3
. -$19,500 et plus 8.2 19.7 0.8 1.9 6.1 14.2 16.9 28.8 2.0 2.3 11.9 20.3
- ’/ \
s |
& ) C )
TOTAL ' 1008 1008 ' 1008 100% lPO! 1008 1008 100N ]10P\ 1008 100 t100a

| 8ource: Paul Bernard et al, p. _126. !
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ﬁpn-Féancophons group were “in the upper income bracket as

_'(::' —  compared .with the Francophone population. fhis difference
. e . . il
peragisted into the late 1870's.

;—- . T Althoaah segmentation was dlmost all-pervasive in
* -

o

Quebec, there were still a number of areas where liﬁguistic(

‘segmentation did not exist. These areas included politjical

- s

. parties, profesgional associations (excluding teachers' asso-

~ . — ! -

. ciations) and trade unions.” . . :

- The general coﬁblusiﬁn to be drawn is that sgctorial -

and hierarchical professional segregation, differences in

; , ) socio-economic status and institutional segmant;tion nbt\only

% ’ permitted a High use dfjbne's mother-tongue but e;Fectivéiy

% _ minimized tke Freqﬁsncy of contact between the two-linguistic.

g (f; groups: Territuria; segregation is another feature of the

% . proviﬁce given - that tha'vast ma jority of non-Francophones

; v N : -

‘ . (over Bp%) are not‘or‘ll)'/ concentrated ' Montreal but ‘ara falﬁ

% " concentrated in csré;in ras;dantiél districts, of the city.

g' , Hénce the opportunities for Anglcﬁhcnes, in daily life, to

¢ _ N .

f. ) .become Familiar with the Francophones of Quebe;-wére few and

;, B __far between. A& a mad%um o%(cnmmunication the mass me¢ia.gaa

é- potentially ome of the only mecﬁanisms—oF information ex-.

\ ) chaqga about aéd between the twp seéments éF the égciaty yét E
) the system of mass commgnicaxion itaaiF'was segmentég aloné‘° A

SRS : : L |

linguistic lines. )
Z ' THE STRUCTURE OF THE QUEBEC MEDIA, ‘

0Of the eleven daily newspapers in operation in the

.
-y
g
9

province - during thg-1970's, Four werg published in the En-

v
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;ﬁglisﬁ language. In addition»to'theﬁdaifiee,’ the Anglaphoné -

- Sy

v

community was served by a"hélF a dozgniréﬁib -stations, two

v 3

A

television channels and fourteen weekiy newspapers. The media .

-

N ) of the United States and other Canadian provinces were algp S

° . - *

sweadily accessible.’

. In 1971 the Commission of ihquiry on the Posiﬁinn of & 7

¢ - ®

the French Lénguage found that there was little cross-over .

o 8

between the two linguistic groups in. terms of their con- -

sumpt%af of information. Each group tended to use the -'media

‘of their own language. ,

. - ]
3

"As our inquiry clearly indicates, the
- vast majority of both English and French-
. speaking Quebecers are heavy consumers of
- b the ‘'products' offered by newspapers, L
‘television, radio, books and fFilms ...
,(;1 . All evidence indicates that the majority " m
of members of each communhity have accgss
¢ to these-—goods in their own language.
- Comsequently the language barrier is much .
more poweitful tham might be suppaosed, for
. bath "French and English-speaking peoples.
Y ) . In addition, each group seems so well
© + served in this area that little need- |is - . -
falt for recourse to the other language
in pursuit of these goods ... On the
whole ... our data indicates that there @
is little re#al give-and-take between the

two cultures which coexist in Quebec."(10)

v

~ A \ o . a \ A

- Lc . " )
Lo By . 1980 the situation had changed very little. In a .

survey of users of Montreal's Emglish-language media, al-——

-though 26% of the respondsnts reported readiqg ong_ of <the

'
D -

city's three French-language newspapsers gnoa'Fagular ‘basis,

q
°

’ (;3 . 10. The Position of the French Language-in Quebec, op cit.,.
’ p. 277-278. ! . ‘
. - o .
- ' '
1 - B 1 . 47 - ) ‘ :
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only % relied exclusively on the French-language media for
their news and information:(11) The highest proportion of
Anglophone readers of the French press was found in the lower

age groups, an interesting fFinding which may be an indication

of declining segmentation.

{

O the other side of the coin, of iﬁu‘ Fraanphonea
sur;eyed, 24% reported almost exclusive usage of the English
laﬁguage mgHia For news and information indicating that
"Francophones seem to cross over to the English media much

more frequently than vice-versa."(12) The Commission of

Inquiry detagted a major difference in the motivation . of

Anglophone readers of French-language newspapers fFram that of *

Francophone readers of English-language dailies:

~
r

3

"There is mno doubt. that each of the two

langusage communitiss enjoys all the b
newspaper services pormally required Fqs ©o 32
the cultural development of any group. W/

More French-speaking people read English
newspapers tharn the other way around.
Among .English-speaking people who read
French newspapers, the motivation is .
rather to learn the language 'tham tb =~
obtain information on the French life Gof

Quebec; | with French-speakding people, .
English papers _are read primarily Ffor

- '

news content."(13) : ° . a

o CY

The data would seem to indicate ,that at least threb-

. e -

quarters of the Anglophone population is dependent upon the
. f - T

English-language media for information abautAthgfwérld ‘arouhd

s
«

Fd

11. JThe Commynity and the News,,cg cit., p. 39. o e

12. 'Ibid. : L. r

13. The Position of the French Language in Quebeé,' op cit.,
p. 274-275. i . ‘ R "

"
]

X3

. o




them. Although news and information can be obtained through
‘ - v

the electronic media, daily neuépapehs appear ﬁy,be the main

sourca of information about liF? ard developments in Quebeé,

as indicated Ey'the Commission's Findings:

"The majority of Quebecers watch Canadian
television. But though only a smail mi-
nority of French-speaking ppople are
interested in American television, a very
much greater proportion of their English- -
speaking counterparts pay attention to.
o television from south of the border ...
... the most surprlcxng revelation is the
scant shrift given by Montreal's Engl;sh
radic stations.to French-language ocal
works. They might just as well not 'exist
.«. 'About one person in ten reads bouks
writtern in the " language of the qther
group. A considecrable proportion of .
Englxsh-speaklng people read British and
American work {(40% and 21%)."(14) . B

3 ’ «
[}
-

Desspite the increasing poﬁu;arlty of the elscttonic

-

medis, newspapers are still importaﬁt information . sources.

fha 1880 survey found that 48% of those po;fgd and -55.5% " of

S

'th- n&n-ﬁ#incophonas polled, "use(d) ah*’EngLish;language

neﬁﬁpapéﬁ as their ma jor Bodréb‘of'infcrﬁatioﬂ" aﬁd that 37%

*

ard . 34% ranpectiveiy,‘ "trusa(sd] dally newapnpars mq:a %hun

arny other medis saurce for "~ rews' 'ah&“ anarmutLOh."(153

‘v\

'Eméﬂi‘hf-pﬂakérﬂ (38 ] tended to trunt dqmly neuipaparsrmore

3 - y

than dgd ghé 'othqr' groyp (30%) of ra-pohdents.{15)

. f P e .
Of <the “four English langusge daily newspapers in

X

o 4

Ing Q mmgngtx ngd the Naus, qp cit., p..39..

1s. Ibid T TR, R

14.1m..q.,p. 278—277. Lo LT

¢

-
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Quebec, -only two‘hurviyed to the end of the decade. In 1973,

due to’ ﬁﬁe declining Anglophone population in Quebec City

the 'Chronicle—Talegréph was tranaformed into a .weekly.  The

Montresl Star, at the tima_ﬁhé'provincé'g largest circulation

-English Hewspaper, was closed by a strike for aight munthé in

1978 and Finally‘permanentiy shut down its presses in Septem-

ber of 1979.(17) The closure of the Montmeal Star left The

Gazette @as the onl& Ehglish\daily ih‘ Montreal, the other
English newspaper in the province being the hslatively'small

Sherbrooke Record. . ) N

~

According to the Royal Commission on Newspapers, the

circulation of The Gazette in the prdvince as a whole in-

creased by 63X from 18970-1880 and the newspaper now cohtrols .

Ve

° 1

roughly 30% of the total .Montreal market as seen’ in Table -

3.(18) Most of this incresase was gained through the demise of

. T R -
the Montreal Star. DOuring. the 1976-81 period the circulation

°

of The Gazette increased by 76% on weeskdays dnd 120% on
Saturdays.(19) The 1980 survey of Engliuh—;qnguége‘ media

users found that the French-language newspapers gained only

12 of dedicated Hontresal Star reasders while 90X of the -

2 “
. N 8 ‘. B
) . « \ ,
Ll * A

17. Pierre-Paul Proulx, '""Montreal: the fragile mosaic," in
Gaérard Hébert et al., Labor Aelations in the Newspaper
Industry, Research Publication, Royal Commission on News-
‘pagers, Ottawa, Subply“-nd‘Sarvica- Canrnadma, "1981, p. 136.

18. Leonard Kubq-,‘Nounp-per- and Their Ho‘dors; Research
Publication, Roysl Commission on Newspapers, Ottawa,
Supply and Services Canada, 1881, PP.. 130-131. .

19. Pisrre-Psul Proulx, op cit., p. 131.

.
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TABLE 3
v T !
Percentage Share of the Market by Daily Nawspapei-a _
P . ' - N ) _
4§ 1Y
\ e
L] ‘ﬂ -
' 1976 1876 1978 1978 1981 1981
" Mon. ,I;Ieek— 1 Man. Waek-~ lon, Week-
to snd to end . 1] and
— Fri. Fri. Fri. .
, h )
Le Journal ' . . * 3
de Montreal 21.8 17.3 31 .26.4 -41.8 33.4
'La Presse . 21.4 27.9 18 23.8 24,5 31.0
Le Devoir ° 3.8 3.2 6.5 5.8 -° 6.4 4.4 .
- - - - “ ,
Montreal , ) . . X -
Gazette .16.3  14.8 \ 12.1 11.4 - 28.3 31.1 .
A
Montreal- ' ) . ] /\)‘
Matin 15,5 12.5° 1ﬁ§/ﬁﬁﬁ- N/A N/A
Montreal T Y ‘ . e '
Star 21.1 24.3° 18.2 21.5 N/A N/A
SOy .
Source: Canadian Advertising Rates and Data (CARD), Maclesn-
! Hunter, Toronta, 1981. s -
— < . ‘
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Montreal Star's readsrs switched to The Gazette.(20) Of the

English surveyed in 1980, 63% read The Gazette daily, 52% of

the ‘other' nnn—FHancophgnsa read The Gazette daily(213 and .

. only 7% of all those surveyed never read the neaewspaper.(22)

4

The Gazette, therafore, during the late 18970's . was ognea of the

‘ma jor sources of information ebout Quebec for the English-
speaking segment of tha‘populatiqn. Yot it also had.an im-

portanﬁ Francophone readership as '‘indicated by the paper's

own study. Dvér’aex of The Gazetta's 1980 circulation was to

-

Francophone households.(23) Given this audience, to what

x
L]

_ extent did The Gazette reflsct the values and identity of the

English-speaking populastion? To this end we wilL\first axa-—:

. A )
‘mine the makas-up 'of that segment of Quebec society.

¢ s

A PROFILE OF THE ANGLOPHONE POPULATION IN QUEBEC

[ ‘-

According to the 1971 ceﬁaus, 80.7% of the populatioﬁa

"of Quebec teported being of French-speaking origin while of

the non-Francophone 19.3%, 13.1% reported English as their

-~

mother-tongue and the remaining 6.2% of the population Qére

classified as other.{24) While a minority in terms of the.

>

population of Canadas as a whole, French-Canadiame are in the

20. The Community '‘and the News, op cit., p. 45.
21. Ibid,p. 39. ' o A
22. Ibid.p. S2. L . '

23.. Ibid,p. 39. L. o . 7

24. - Gary Caldwell, A Doﬁbgrnghic Profils of the English-
Speaking Population of Qusbec 1921-1971, Quebec, Tnterna-
tional Center for Research on Bilingualism, 1874, p. 13.

‘\ . B
\
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ma jority in the province of Quebec. In addition to sharing a

common language the Francophone population shares a comman
\

c&iture and heritage, is overwhelmingly Catholic and on the

»

whole can be described 'hs relatively homogeneous. (25)
®he same cannot be said of theTEnglish-spaaking popu-

‘lation. Up until the mid-1970's it was commonly believed that

" the English constituted 20% of the population of the prov-

//”

ince, - that on the whole they were rich, unilingual, prot-
ant;nt of Anglo—Saxon‘okigin and liysd, For the most part, in
the west end of Montreal.(26) As a community they were be-
lieved to be economically and poli%ically powerful and in-
ternally cohesive due to a high degree of homogeneity. As in
all stereotypes the image of the English-speaking populatiaon
is, to same extent,( historically justified and contains, to
this déy, some grains of truth. Ifet recent research on the
sub ject has demonsﬁrated the current fallaciousness of this
.

traditional image as hinted at by the 13971 census Fi-

gures reported belaw.(27)

3

Since World War II1 the composition of the rnon-

Francophone population of Quebsc has been in a continual

bd

25. For the purposes of this study the Francophone population
in comparison with the Anglophone population is homo-
geneous. The social transformation of the Quiet Revo-~
lution has revealed the many division within the \society.
For a good discussion of these divisions see Dale\Posgate
and Kernneth McRoberts, op cit., ch. 4. '

’

26. Gary Caldwell, op cit., p. 29.

27. Eric Waddell, '"Des gens et des lieux" in Gary Caldwell
-and Eric Waddell eds., op cit.), p. 32.
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gtate of flux. While remaining numerically stable (28) the

declining number of those of Anglo-Saxon origin, the pin-
creasing numbers of immigrants from countries such as Italy,
Greece, and Pc;tugal, and the high mobility of those workigg
for multi-national head offices, universities and the
English-language media are three of the factors thch have
led to a high level of internal inaéability. As one analyst
put it, less than half of the members of the Anglophone
community "can claim the distimction of being(sic) born in
Quebec.”"(29) The highli—mobile 'té%porary' Quebec residents
who came to the province to work for a short duration for a
multi-mational corporation, a university or the English-
language media generally had no roots in the province, few
ties with the native-~born Angloph;na population and little
knowledge of French Quebec.(30) )

In 1941, 21% of the ;opulation of Montreal, where 80%
of non—Fraécophonesflive, was of British origin while 10.6%
was o? other ethnic origin. By 1971 the British contingent
had declined to 14.8% while the ethnic component had climbed

to 17.8%.(31)
|
The significance of these demographic trends lies in

the cultural and religious hetesrogeneity that new immigrants

' .
o

‘1

28. Gary Caldwell; "Un peuple, une société," in Caldwell and
Waddell eds., op cit., p. 61, i

29. The Community and The News, op cit., p. 62.

30. Eric Waddell, op cit. p. 41.

. 31. Eric Waddell, op cit., p. 47. \ _
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of diverse origin introduce imnto the society. The protestant

group, which in 1971 accounted for 45% of the nan:Francophone
population, wa; in 1itself divided into Anglican, United
Church, ﬁrésbyterian, Baptist,‘Lutheran, Unitarianm etc. Non-
French Catholics now account for 39% of the Anglophone con-
tingent and 16% a;e classified as other. (32)

On the-whole, until the introduction in 1977 of the
provincial language legislation requiring immigrant children
to attena French language schools, most immigrants sent their
children into the English-language school system and made use
of the Anglophone system aof institutions.(33) The result was
the infegration of mogt immigrants into the English-speaking

populace which accounts for the numerical stability of the

latter. (34)

Inm summary, the méjoéity Francophone populatién of
the ' 1870's was distinguished by its cultural, religious and
perceived socio=economic homogeneity. 0On the otﬁér hand, the
English-speaking population in Quebec was becaoming in-
creasingly diverse to the goint where, it has been argued by
a number of authors writing'in Les Anglophones du Québec, it
32. Nathan H. ,Méir; "Les ééli;es protastantes," in Géry

Caldwell and Eric Waddell, op cit., p. 223.

33. La politique québécoiée du développement cultural,v Vaol.
1: Perspectives d'ensemble, Le ministre *d'Etat au
Développement culturel,,B Editeur ofFigiel du- Québec, 1878.

34. Réné Didier, Le processus des choix linguistiques des
immigrants au Québec, Québec: Cditeur Officiel, 1973, p.
191; Jacques Henripin, L'immigration et le désdquilibre
linguistique, Ottawa, Main d'oeuvre et Immigrationm, 1974,
31, Table 4.7. -
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could mot be called a community st all but, rather, a heatero-

. geneaous collectivity. Gary Caldwell, for example, argues

theat: . -

"Il east aujourd'hui dvident que le seul
point commun a tous les Anglophomes du
Québec est la langue. En effet; sur les
plans éthnique et culturel, cette popula-

; tion est tr&s peu homogene ... La frag-
mentation socio-culturelle, encore accen-
tuée durant l'apres-guerre, et le Ffort

taux d'ins%abilité démographique dont il
a 6té question plus haut ont eu des af-
. fets néfa4tes -sur la population anglo-
. phone, a agquelle manquent aujourd'hui
1'homogénéita culturelle, les traditians
et le leadership nécessaire a la consti-
tution d'une véritable communauté ... le
Québec Anglophone de 1'aprés-guerre con-
stitue davantage une population qu'une
communautd. " (35) : .

description of a pluralist society, defined earlier as a

'heterogenaocus society composed of any number of cultural

groups whether they be linguistic, .-ethnic, tribal, racial or

~ . . » 3 ® a
religious' who share a set of common institutions. Hence this

group is practically indistimnguishable from the rest of North

America.
The repercussions of the changing demography on the
cohesiveness of the Anglophone population as a community were

two-fold. Firstly, the increasing diversity of the population

.meant that one of the only common bonds was language, that

the population was becoming less internally cohesive and that

there was little fFeeling of a cammon history or consequently,

w~

35. Gary Caldwell, "Un peupls, une société," op _cit., p: 64-
65. ) ' -

rd
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Internally the English-spsaking population fits the
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of an English-Quebec identity.(36) Secondly, <the lack of a

‘Quebec identity combined with the high mobility of the acade-

mic and ecandmic elite meant that the 'community: lacked

, spokesmen who could represent it as a whole. (37) .
Yet the Anglophones, vis-a-vis the francophone popu-

lation, still constituted a separate linguistic group. To

what extent does The Gazette resembles the Anglophone popula-

tion? 4> . ’

»

A PROFILE OF THE GAZETTE

~

- It was in 1778 that The Gazette first began publish-

ing, and ownership_ and control remained in local private

hands wuntil 1968 when it was sold to the Taronto-based

36. Fully 78.8% of the English-speaking Quebecers surveyed in
1978 felt that they were Canadians first and FfFaoremost
compared to 45.5% of the total Quebec population who
identified with Canada before Quebec. '"QOuebecers satis-
fied with government,™ op cit., p. 2013.

37. In 1980 Graham Fraser, politicél columnist, lamented the
lack of Anglophone spokesmen who could represent G the
population as a whole rather than just certain vested

interests. "... the departures of both men [George
Springate, MNA \Westmount and Donald Peacock, outgoing
President of the Provincial Association of Protestant
Teachers] represent a loss fFor English Quebec. It is

difficult to think of any other public figures who have
so vigorously fought to represent the voiceless English
in Quebec who are not well-to-do, who do not belong to
the University Club, who are vulnerablg to the social
changes that have occurred in Quebec over the last!
decade. For the English working class is virtually with-
out spokesmen or representation in political life ...
politically they are virtually disenfranchised.'" Graham
Fraser, '"George Springate, Don Peacock Departures a loss
for anglo Quebec," The Gazette, Tuesday, 8 July 1980; seac
also Eric Waddell, '"Des gens,'" op cit., pp. 52-55 and
Jean-Louis Roy, "Regard sur les universitas Anglophones
du~\Québec," in Gary Caldwell and Cric Waddell, op cit.,
pp.307-313. / -
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Southam newspapar chain. Although studies have found little

|

- . avidence off direct interference by chain owners into the

BTk A NP

»

‘: deacisions regarding content or-editoria& positions, - the com-

mercial policies of chains have been found to influende the

_> . : ‘'style and content' of newspapers. Gerard Hébert fFound that:

/

et T

"The existence of chain owmership - seems
, - to have had some impact in that wire copy
. . and chain articles are more aextensivaly
) used and hence diminish the - imput of
local ‘journalists. This is egpecially so
for The Gazette.'(38)

B Robert Fulford et al., in a research report for the
Royal Commission on Newspapers, argued that the style of The

Gazette underwent a change in the mid-197Q's. From 1973 to

1

1976 the newspaper was '"'deeply involved in iﬁvestigative

o

i

journalism," a tendency which Gazette management sees as _

ﬂ

having had disastrous consequences,.(33) According to the

P R Ry R N

management and journalists interviewed this style of jour-
nali;m was responsible for falling circulation and reader
opposition to "wh;t thay [the readers] considered to be an
offensive attitude in the writing of many journalists" re-
sulting in "the advertising community ...” showing increasing

signe of restiveness.”(40) The appointment of a new publisher
. - .

and of Mark Harrison from the TdFonthStar, ‘ms editor-in-

38. Gerard Hébert, op cit., p.147.
: . 39. Robert Fulford et al., The Journalists, Volume 2,

Research Publication, HAoyal Commission on Newspapers,
Ottawa, Supply and Services Canada, 1381, p.SO. - .

40. Ibid.

2
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‘chief, marked a\

_ paper.(41) It has betome what the Royal Commission has de-

41. Ibid. N . —

*

turning point in the style, of the news-
| — v

scribad as being an 'omnibus newspaper,' that is, a newspaper

.with a little bit of something for nearly avery taste.(42)

Relying heavily on news services such as the New York Times, -

the Canadian Press,—the Toronto Star as well as on syndicated

columnists, it tries tg appeal ta the broadest audience

so 4

— !

possible. - : .

Since that time the poiécy of The Gdzette has been to
- \ -

in

hire "the best talent available for the job" which has,

~

‘practice, meant bringing in unilingual senior editorial staff

N i B -
flrom outside the province, mainly From\éhe Toronto Star.(43)

Key posts affected by this policy included the editer-in-

'

chief, the managing editor, the assistant maﬁﬁging ‘mditor,

the city editor and the Fina?cial editor.  In a 1879 inter-

view, Mark Harrison, editor-in-é&hief, defended this Ffre-

quently and harshly criticized policy.

"My job is to recruit the best talent for ‘o
the . job, and Frankly, I have been unable
. to Find that talent in Montreal, If you .

- demand bilingualiam in every sditor, you

are excluding 95% of the journalists in - )

this country ... I have warked in the ' -

- southern United States, . and you used te

hear that argument all the time ... You . '

can't write about us because you don't

come from here. It's nonsense.” (44)

-

- - I
i -- \ - . e PR

3

o

42. Report of the Royal Commission on Newspaspers, Ottawsa, -

Supply and Services Canada, 1981.

t
\

43. Fulford et al., op goit., p. 90. ; . o ~

44, Mark Harrison as quotad in-Fulford, op cit., p. 91,
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the newspaper's own staFF. Accorqipg to one:

. According to-another:

°

o

Some aF’the severest criticism of thxe practice has came from

&
©

"We have tur-ned our baeck on the majority v
of our aown community.,You'l]l have a scene

where an assistant city editor is called — -

in to .tell one of his bosses what. the

French papers are saying about a’' major
story. A built-in ghetto.'"(45) -

~ —_—

"We are not covering the French community
as we should be, we aren't aware of half -
the undercurrents -in this province, and
that is a direct reflection of the inter-
ests of the people who run the pdper ...

Somebody comes in with a praoposal to do a ' -
profile of an important Partli Quebecois
cabinet minister, and one of them ‘will

say "Who's. he?'"(46) —

i

-

In the early 1970's The Gazette began to hire Franco-

4phone juurnaliste Eut this practice hag beesn limited by what

N I

editor describes as the lack of high quality reporters

able to write well irn -English ard capable of adjusting to

* " . 'English-style’' journalism.(47) For the most part the journa-

lists at The Gazette are bilingual although a number EF__them

are

' B Y ‘ R ' .
'foreigners', ie. English-Canadians from other provinces,
RN

Americans and Br%tieh, who came to ﬁentreal in order to work

For The Gazattu. (48)

g

45-

- . 4B.

An anonymous Gazette reportar quoted in Fulford, op

-eit., L 91.

A sacond anonymous Gazette feporter guoted inm Fulford,

op —c&t., p. 82.
Per-enal interview with Mark Herrison, Editor-in-Chief,
The Gazette, 8 July. 1980 at the Montreal - offices of

The Gazette. . . -

E

~ -

Thia observation stems from personal Lnteractlon‘ and
An Formal discussiohs with a number of, preeent and Former
Gazette steFFers. o -

9
o
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The compasition of the newspaper in terms of owner-

- a

//Eaip, management and.staF?; . reflects the composition aof the

N -

Quebec Anglophone population as a whole. (The shift of econo-
] ; . :
; . mic power to Toronto and to. the West has translateq, in this

- case, . into Toronto-based ownership of the neﬁﬂgaper; Further-

AN morey,” the large proportion of highly - mobile, transient and

v - S J
unilinghal managers is an émportant characteristic of <the

At o AN ey

non-Francophone community. The mediation by bilingugl journa- e

lists of the relationship betweern the Francophone community

IS

RPN, S
}

and the unilingual English decision-makers is reminiscent of T

L

the mediatory rolé-played by English-Catholics prior to the

. o 3 IS

§ - " 1960's. Evénithe dizisian of lapor at Thé Gazette with wuni-

¢ lingual Asgigphones at the topg, Qflihgual anglophones and
Francophones in the middle_;aﬁd‘ uéilingugl 'Féancaphanes

’ Qj; working Eha.pres;;s_at the bottom, mimiqked the pattern of R
% . segmentation of Quebec ;oéisky as a whole:~ - O ‘Val
Finally,‘f%e omnibus ﬁ;;;Ea oF.tée-nqwsggpsr reflects . -

' o

th; pluralist nature of the Ahélophnﬁa popglﬁtion. Staffed in
= ' * o \ -

P

o - B

{ large part by newcomers to Quebec and serving an ‘audience
; : - . , ) '
: which has much more in common with English-Canada and the

United States than with Fre%ch-Quebec, The Gazette has been
. - . .
found to differ little from other English-Canadian dailias: A '

co%pqrggén of 'the tréatmeqt of the F.L.Q. crisis oF 1970, phsf

r
-

1968 constitutional conference, and the' Quebec provincial
AN c .

X 2 - o

. ' elections of 1966 in French and English language newspapers,

o~

iy , revealed ma jor-differences between the twoe. The diFFeNFnces,

-

Rowever, between the English pFess in Quebec and the English ‘

C “ -
PR - /
“ ‘ press in the rest of Canada were minimal, Jleading Arthur

\
0’

3T “ ’ v

s
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-

¢
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Siegel to conclude that the one was but arn extention of the

© >
[

other:

"La presse Anglophone du Québec et celle

des autres provinces partagent certaines
valesurs. En réalité, les journaux anglo- .
phone du Quepec ne sont que* jusqu'a un
certain, point tributaires de la presse
canadienne de langue anglaise."(49) .

4

Sensitive to commercial pnessures‘ The Gazette has

“

.already proved willing to change its style and contemnt to

suit the community it serves. That community the newspaper

-

recognizes as being the Anglophone population of the province

f
for whom it acts as government watchdog and community spokes-
. .

man. . 3 .

"The primary role of this newspaper is to
defend and support the legitimate inter-
ests pof the Anglophome community and at
the same time--ta be sensitive <to the
French-langudge commurmity ..."(50)
y .
On the whdle the English daily was satisfying its
audience. In a survey of the users of the Anglophone media,

!

73% of the respondents ""thought that The Gazette radequately
« . ’ .

raflects the concerns and interests of the English—laﬁguage

s

community. in Mcntréai," and 7G% felt "satisfied by the amount

and quality .of news and information provided by The

Gazettaff(51) \ .

@

’

48. Arthur Siegel, "Les media - québdcois = et Irunité
canadienne," in Gary Caldwell ahd Eric vaddell (=ds),

op cit., mp. 354.

S0. Fulford et al.,‘oE cit., m. 91.

&

51. The Cammunity and the News, op cit., p. 71-72

£y
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To summarize, the Quebec of the 1970's was = highly

a

segmented society within which: the  two miﬁuF linguistic

éroup. were clearly distinguishable Frmm one - another. Media

segméntaticnn along the :lines ' of the ﬁujur. cleavage

1 s

contr ibuted to estrangement betweern the two groups.

Furthermore, the profile of The Gazette in terms of staff

> i

background, ownership, and news ,content, closely ressmbled

the composition and interests of the Anglophorme populatiomn of

.

the province, and for that matter, of English Carmada as a

©
)

whole. - o

On the basis of accumulated evidence we conclude that

The Gazette can be’ considered toc .have beerm, during the

N *

18370's, an institution of the' Anglophone population. Inre

Chapter Four we examinhe the extent to whhigh this standing méy
have influenced the role of the newspaper in linguistic group

N o

relations. ' o ¢

s ST

’
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' . [ CHAPTER FOUR

- o

T LINGUISTIC GROUP RELATIONS IN QUEBEC

@ .

-

i

In this chepter we are interested in the ways in--

*

which linguistic grouw conflict in the province mey h.v..

influencéd the importance of The Gazette as s bridge between

English Quebsc and the embodiment of the Francophonre com-
munity, the provincial government. As argued in Chapter Two,

the - importance of the medie.is s Ffunction of the d-gr‘-'. of

N A
integrstion of the Anglophore populatiorn into the decision-
) ‘

making sppsratus of the prdvinéa and the effectiveness of the

S

formml or informal mechenisms of conflict resclution.

(// Thers is obviously Mot encugh Qp'-cb‘ in s rnewspaper to
repor-t on all of the developments teking place in the -oci-.ty
on wmfy giver dey. ;v;a choosing what informatiorn to publish,
the media . sre in effect telling people what to think sbout
snd, b‘y omission,’ what not to think ubcu{:.('!} The lack of

dommunicetion chennels between the two linguistic communities

and Tthe importance of Ths Gamzetts to the Anglophone populs-

tion for News sand information asbout thc‘torl_d in which . they

live made the gatekeeping function of the media even more
) i ’

important in the case of The Gazette. As we shall see, <the

°

wesk political represantation of English-spesking Quebec, the

1. The Newspsper and Public Affairs, Volume 7, Aesaarch
- Publicastions, FRoyal Commission on Newspapers, Ottaws,
Supply end Services Canmds, 1981, p. 15.
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].m'zk of 'o’on-unity" spokespersons snd the failurs of the

At'-tglaphom population to.cr‘g.nizc.i:olltic-lly in tha 1970'm *

_increased the importence of The Gazetts ms an - agenda-setter

betweean the Anglophons populstion end the Quesbec governmsent.

Overall, The Gazetts wes put into s rather unique po\-Ltian off
- ~

r-ocpon.ibil,étj, for' a Newspsper, as orne of th- F-w mechHanisse
of ‘communication and medistion between the Anglophon.: and )
Freasncophones of’th' province snd betweesn th' Anglophones. and
the Government of Qu-b-c. In Chmpter Five we will examine how

The Gazetts handled itself in this role.

Prior to 1960, communication écross the lingiulct;c . |

barrier bstwsen the -Ahglophom and francophone segments was

Nlitivoly unnecessary in that each grnup was, relatively

speaking, inttitution-llyacumﬁl-tn. Thaough inh-bitnnt- of the

1

same province the two groups inhabitad different -phm-.- af .

® [N

mactivity, ws indicsted by the high degree of sesgmentstion.

+ Francophone Quebec was on the whole a self-contained so-

cicty.(é) The Ang;éphona population, as we have sesen, was

incr-.-ipgly hetsrogeneous, highly int-gr-t;a into Enéli-h-

Cermdas and North America as a whole snd, only  ‘incidently
members of the Quebec society.

The ecornomic snd social institutions of the Engii-h-

Qing ypupulation were self-supporting in that they were

financed, run and administered by the English for the non-

« 2. Among the many works on this sub ject, see Marcel HRioux, -

. .Les Québdcois, Peris, Le Seuil, 1974; McRoberts and
Posgete, D‘voloeg ment et modernisation; Daniel Latouche,

Le manusl ce lm Parcle, volume 3, Montréal, Boréal X
Express, 1979; Guy Rocher, Le Québec en mutation, - ’

Mormtréal, €ditions Hurtubise, 1973, .

~ 2%
R 4
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Frsncophons segment qf the populstion.(3) An jmportant .;F.p—
tion to thie general rule were Engll.h-é-tholic institutions
.uhich wers grouped under the French-Catholic system yet nhiéh
enjoyed a large messure of sutonomy. As explained by Michsel
Sgnin, .politicnl r-i;tionc betwesn the two linguistic groupe
were handled mainly through the n.éﬁ-A;cn of elites accommoda-

tion.

Vol

i
"Oanrns le sphere politico-sdministrative,
. les .nQIOphonJi du Quédbec comptaient
surtout sur la pression discréte de
1'§lite a l'endroit des dirigesnts admin-
imtratifs et gouvernementaux du Québec
pour obtenir des faveurs politiques.
- Cette pression s'exercait principalement
 par des contacts directs ou téléphoniques
sntre, d'une part, les dirigpants des
’ callectivités et des entreprises anglo-
phones et, d'autre part, les ministres et

es hauts fonctionnaires francophones -
ouvent pesr l1l'intermediaire de quelques
deputéds pivots d'expression anglaise."”

(4) . ’

-

E SN

bEnglL;hZCathollc-' (the 'cultural middlemen') and the Federal
government also played a mediatory role’in the relationship
between the two groups. -

The Anglophone population did not perceive itself as .
being dependent omn provincial, Francophone-dominated politi-

-

——

3. Separate institutions were originally. established on the
basis of religion and not language. The coincidence of
the language and religious cleavages sventually led to
the identification of the Protestant system as Anglophone
and the Catholic system as Francophone. Within the
Catholic system, however, was a large contingent of
Anglophones, many of Irish and Scottish descent. ' )

4. Michael,K Stein, "Changements dans la perception de soci des

Anglo-Québécois," in Gary Caldwell and Eric Waddell,.
op__cit., p. 115, ’ '
B6
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cal institutions even though it had no polltlécl orgesnization
of ites own, 09 the ocontrery, the Anglophone populstion had a

low level of group conscicusness end identified theweelves ss

being 'b.rt off the North Americen ocomsunity. Hence,  Stein

hypothesizes, they were s part of the msajority end their

loyalty belonged to Cansda and the Goverrment of Canade.

"On constate égmlement une identification
avec la 'majoritdé politique' anglophone
sy Nnivesu nationsl, et avec le gouverns-
ment fdéral qui en est la menifestation
tengible. Les anglophones. du Québec ten-
. dajient & considersr que - c'était la gou-
vermmant fédaral) plut8t que le gouverne-
ment provincial, qui constituait & -la
. fois 1l'instrument de leur pouvoir et la
source de leur protection. Ils cher- ce
chaient de l'appui et des sympathies
auprés des autres anglophones du Canada i
des qu'ils sentaient que leurs 'droits' /
étaient attaqués."(5)

-

The Francophone comm&nity was viewed a-'tho, mimority
even though they were a numerical majority in the provincs.
The Anglophone,‘by living their lives on the 'national' level
and by Eaingaantirely independent from the French-speaking
population through aelF—a%FFicient social aﬁd esconomic insti-

tutions, " raquired 1little or no information or contact with
¢
French-Quebec. Since the 'normative solutions to life's pro-

blems' could be Ffound within the wide-ranging systeh. of
economicg, political, aoéial and cultural institutions of

English-Quebec, English-Camnada and the United States, the

Anglophones displayed little interest in and. even less knoﬁ-

lgadge of French-Canadian society. The sstablished pattern of —

5. Ibid, p. 114. SO -
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integrstion wee not one of snglophone integration into =
Quebec polity, but rather, integration into Engll.h-c.rndL.

For Fr-nch-q':.iung Quebec, iﬁw-tlm was slec msintained

‘on the group lnvol,. but, in this cswe, on the level of

Fr.ﬂch—c.nudnlﬁln both csees there was an identification with
the over-srching cdi-unlfy, thet being the Canadian nation
and, on th-’-hol-, the structurs of interection sppeared to

bes estisffactory to -11.ffplngul.tlc\uroup~Jonflict, which at

; times such as during the cohscription crisis was intenews, ;li

otherwise kept to s menagesble levsl. Such wes the conclusion

resched by Hubert Guindon:' \
- A\

\

"Historically ‘sthnic sccommodation has
been constructed successfully in Quebec
on the basis of mutually desired self-
ssgregatad institutions. In the fields of
education, religion, welfare, leisurse,
and residence, institutional aslf- N
segregation has been total. The only two
areas of societal living where inter-
ethnic comtact has been institutionalized
are “those of work and politics ... This
lad to a mutumlly satisfying pattern of
self-segregated institutions. The English
could live in Quebec as autonomous and
separate communities, with their own
cﬁurchee, ‘hospitals, schools, and ethnic
neighborhoods ... The pattern of ' self-
segregation conditiomned the social set-
ting of inter-ethnic contact, which was
held to a minimum." (8)

Up wuntil <the Quiet Revolution the two linguistic
cummuﬁitiae lived in relative harmony, side by side but with

little interaction between them. The Anglophones thought of

6. Hubert Guindon, "Two Cultures: An Essay on National-
ism,Class, and Ethnic Tension in Contemporary Canada,' in
Orest M. Kruhlak et al., The Canadian Political Process,
Toronto, Holt, Rhinehart and Winston; 1970, p. 91-92.

-
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m.l\;n ss English-Canadiesns snd as part of the majority

in Canada. On the other hand, the Frasncophornes of Quebec were

French-Canadien wand constituted the lmsrgest part of the
French-speaiking minority of the coun:r-y. :Although nationa-
listic, French Canadisrf nationaslism in Quebec was defensive
and wes simed at fortifying .the French language and culturs
within the province ss = defence sgainst the sssimilstionist
foroe of Engn-h'-».p..king North America.

N The Quiet Revolution of the 1960's set in motion =
trensformetion of Quebec socisty. and politics which chal-
lenged the ug—-nt-tién r:of the province and th. axisting
pattern of_' relationships bstwesn Anglophones snd Francophones
I;'ld between Angiophom. end the Quebec gov.rnn.nt: Anglophone
resistance to eny change in their status in the provl;vo.
resulted in conflict bctw-.;\ the 'two ma jor linguistic groups,
.and, was manifested in English-spesking opposition to, snd
ct;nf'rontntion with, a provincisl government aloc_to::! and sup-
.partad '‘by the majority of the French-spesking poﬁul-tion.
Through an intense aalF—axaminatian'and self-redefinition the
Francophone community in qubac fForced the 5Pglophona popula-
tion inmto am equaslly intense and difficult period of psycho-
logicmal, eaconomic and politicel readjustment to the raality
of their new position in the provimce. In effect the anglo-
phone population became increasingly dependent an~the franco-
pH;;a majority for their well-being yet at the same time
bscame alimnated from the provincial decision-making process.

A number of factors both imternral to the anglophone

° population and external to the English-speaking group acéouht

1
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for their Lmnuing dependence on thes ma jority of the popu-.

lation during the 1960's and 1970's. Thess factors sre four-

fold: (1) the Quiet Revolution snd the modernization of thc\

Quesbec state, (2.) the series of langusge legislation, (3) the
loss of sconomic power in the. form of corporste head-office
movemsnt out of the province, and (4] the weaskened federsl
power of intsrvention dus to the growth of separstist senti-
ment in Quebec; snd the slection of the Parti Québécois. Emch

of these factors had an impect on the degree of i(nternal

N

coh..iv-nod-, . thw " identification end loymlties of the

Engl ish-spesking ‘popuf-cq and the degree of legitimscy they

sccorded to the political {nstitutions of Quebec.

(1) The Quiet Revolution snd Political Modernizstion

e,

The Guiet Revolution of the \1960's, =s wergued by
Posgete snd McRoberts, was first and foremost a revolution in

the self-definiticn of the Francophone community in Quebec.
' "On esisit mieux ims populsrité de cette
formule- [Révolution tranquille] si ‘l'on
exanine non pas les structures politique
mais les idéologies, c'est-a-dire
‘1'ensemble des idées sur la nature et ls.
Finalité de la societéd oude la poli-
tique. Dens catte perspactive, omn note en
effet des changements profonds et consi-
dersbles. Au début des années 1960, les
idées qui avaient dominé psndant plus
- d'un siacle étaient remises en csuse,
sinon carrament re jetdes par 1'ensemble
des intellectuels et pms seulement par
. des groupes naticnalistes marginaux.
' Cl'est ce rejat de l'ancienne idéologie
dominante qui caractérise le mieux La
Asévolution <tranquille et qui lui confére
son’” caractare exceptionnel."(7)

=

7. McRoberts and Posgaste, op cit., p. 116.

: : .
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One of the most Ffundamental changes to take pl.é. s
a transformation of the French-Csnadien identity. From under-
standing themselves ss s French-spesking minority in Canade
they . begen tsh;.o themselves ss the French-spesking majority
in Quebec. They wers no longer eimply French-Csnadisnas -but
begsn to ldentify thewselves ss the Quebecois. By 1978 38.7%
of the' French-speskers in the province  thought themeelves
Quebecers Eir-t whils only 41% con.id-r-d themselves to be
Csnadians first and foremost.(8) Out of this new identity

smerged the pa-.rful concept of,bolng one of the two founding

pacples of the country and h.ncc/gﬁ squsl status with English

Y
X

Canada. (9)
The 'new sggressiverness' snd the 'mew netionalism' of

the Quebecois was sumsmed up in the Quabec\ Liberal Paorty

campaign slogen, "msitres chez nous” and mesnt a nt-t-—%-d

modernization of the socisl, political snd sconomic struc-
tures of the province. At the end of the 1960's Hubert

Guindon esrgued that these changes would have an important

impact on the existing pattern of segmentation in the prov- -

ince.

. | . )

"The traditional ethnic division of labor
is under atteck ... With the postwar
emergence of the new middle class, s new

™~
8. "Quebecers satisfied with government,"” Canadian News

Facts, 24 September 1978, p. 20143.

9. Edward McWhinney, Qusbec and th- Constitution, Toronto,
University of Toronto Presss, 1979, see chapters 3-4; see
slso "Les pasitions traditionnelles du Qubec sur le
partage °des pouvoirs," Ministere des Affaires inter-
gouvernementales, Québec, diteur officiel du Québeg,
1878. .
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era in ethnic scocommodation is being
sought by the French-Csnadisn new middlae
class under the impetus of reformist
nationalism ... That in its sserch for
resources to expand its bases the new
micddle clauss will seek to change tradi-
tional institutional arrsngemsnts i
these sreas [education, welfare, and o
heslth end differentials in income] (s =
forwgone conclusion."(10)

ke

The initial changes to tha‘traditzgnnl in-tiFQtionel
srrangements came in the form of educational and social
sarvices reform -ndjih- regrouping of municipalities.(11) The
creation of regional and metropolitan structures brought
thess " institutions undaruzg; control of an ever-increasing

provincial administration. In effect the Anglophone popula-

tion ro longer sxerted exclusive control over its own des-
A

tiny. Previously left, to a large sxtent, to finance “and

administer its own affairs, ths autonomy of Anglophone insti-

.

tutions was graduamlly eroded as the Quebec government began

to exercise its jurisdictional powers.

-

The lack of Anglophone iﬁtare-t'in Quebec and <the

populltidn'- traditional reliance on alité accoﬁmﬁdatibn

meant that as the provincial government beacame incréaaingly

-~

interventionist and ss the buresacracy awelled in number, the

destiny of the Anglophone population was becoming increasing-

1y subject to the control of the Francophone ma jority. David

. —

10. Hubert Guindon, o] cit., p. 92-93.

11. To 1list only a few of the many important reforms of the
1960's: Bill 60, Loi instityent 1le ministere de
1'Education et le Comnseil superieur de 1'Educatiorny Bill
71, Loi modifiant la Loi des subventions aux commissions
scolaires; B8ill 65, Loi sur les institutions chari-
tables. -
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Allmut, in s recently completed ‘study of snglophone partici-
pation in the civil ‘orvlcé, found thait, historically, <ths
number . of English-spesking civil servants has remsined con-
stant although th; bur.-?pr-cy iteelf has grown -t/; phenom--
;nul rate. Consequently the proportion é;yﬁnglophonn- has de-
clired from around 7%‘d;r1ng the 1950's to 0.7% in 1979.(12)

{ r

Th._iEngli-h--ponklng pnpulaaion in thaf year lccoungcd for
13X of the total Quebec population. A 19739 study rby tha
Conseil de la langue francaise found that of 73,185 part time
and full time éovernment-emplayeas, in the group of  non-
Quebsec Francophon;a, French. natiaonals (798)° outﬁumberéﬂ
Emnglish Quabacgrs (521).(13) Of these 521 only 21 ware at the
level of 'haut-fonctionnaires' (including deputy miniaters),
110 were profeassiocnale and 370 were blue collar workers.

k Over a period of twenty years a fundamental change
took place in the nature of the relationship between the two
linguistic groups and betwesen the An@laphona population and
the Gaovernment of Quebasc. Francophones had bscaome more confi-

dent, more assertive and willing to engage in a battle ' for

their rights as the linguistic majority in the province and

as one of the two founding paoples'oF Canada. The provincial-

governmant became the principle. tool for "modernizing' the
ingtitutions 'of <Quebec society. Yet. thm English-spesaking

population. did little to involve itself in this transforma-

tion even when they could no longer afford to take their

’ Exs

12. David Allnut, '"La fonction puclique gquebecoise," in Gary
Caldwell and Eric Waddell (eds), op cit., p. 235-245.

13. Ibid.
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privilog.é po-itian in the province for granted.

Of even greater importance was the d;-eq;ilibrium
developing ;n the identities and loyalties of tha7two-groupal
Anglophones retained their strong attachment ag; léyulty to
Canada while Francopﬁongi developed a setrong loyalty to

Quebec and experienced a weakening of their ties to the

nation.

(2) The Loss of Econaomic Power

t
®

The Anglophone population was rnot only losing a great
deal of its autonomy and._independence through the actions of
the mnew secular, Francophone slite but also through changes
imn th; Quebec acanomy. From the end of World War Twa econoélc'
power had gradually buqn‘movinglio Toronto and the corporate
head offices which adorned Montreal began to follow suit. The -
process was = éradual orfiéythat accelerated auring the mid

1970's. A 1978 report by the Ecornomic Council of Canads

., _
concluded that Montreal wase failing as a major economic

centre, & trend that was likely to continue as more of its

activities were lost to Toronto and Vancouver.(14) éimilarly,
a study by the Liberal ﬁarty,oppositian, corroborated by the
Caoanseil du Patronat, éiaimedithaﬁt over a three year period,
42 companies, including Sun Life Assurance Company, Cadbury-

Schweppes Powell Limited and Royal Trust, head either moved

g |
14. "Montreal losing ™ as business centre," Canadian News
Facts, 12 October 1978, p. 2023.
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part or all of their operatioris out of the city.(15) As more
and more decisions were peiﬁg made %n Toronto and fhter on in
Weastesrn Canada and the United States the English-speaking

population lost the levers of control over the economy of the

_province.(168): . -

»

(3) The Language Legislatioﬁ_’ —

The gignificance of the reforms introduced during the:

- - - ‘9 .ﬂ
'language era' lies, perhaps, not only in the fact that the
. f :

.sthta was directly attacking the existing social structure of

z

" segmentation but that it signaled the adherence of the

—

Francaophone populaéion ‘"to .the principleé of ma jority,

3

rule.;(17) Legislation regagding the use of the Frerch lan-

gusge in Quebec has its roots in the social ’and economic
;pequalitipa ‘bolstergd b& the predominance of the English
language in the pro&inca. In an effort to preéerva the French
rlungqua .and to turn arocund the Eréﬁd't&wards an increasing
anglisization of imﬁigraﬂta to the provincq, the jus;iFica-
t%pn For the legislation was based on the prin;ipla QF* the
riéhta of the na jority, on ma jority rule.p The adoption of

15. "Thousands of jabs lost to Quebec," Canadian News Facts,
27 November 1978, p. 2044; "Royal Trust moves control to
Ottawa, Canadian News Facts, 8 November 4978, p. 2038;
"More Firms said leaving 'Quebec, 20 December 1973, p.
2060. . o -

3

"16. Eric Waddell, '"Des gens et des. lisux," ip Gary Caldwell

and Eric Waddell (eds), o cit., p. 51.
17. Donald V. Smiley, "Franch-English Relations in Canada and,

Consociational Democracy," in Milton J. Esman (ed), oap
cit., p. 198, : ’

- i .
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majoritarianism became explicit in Bill 101, La charte de la

o

langue Franiaiaa. The ob jectives dof Bill 101 were clearly set

forth by Camille Laurin when he introduced the few

v

legisla-

€ion to the National Assembly. o .
s : . . ¥ s x

Queb@c que rMous voulons construirs . ;
sera esaentlallemunt frangais. Le fait :
“s T . que I=a maJor1za de sa popul-tion est
® .ﬁrnngaisa y $ora enfin nettement visible:
. dans le travail, dans les communications,
2 dans le payssge. C'est ayssi un pays ou
serait modifi& 1'dquilibre traditiommel
@ o ‘des pouvairs, articulierement pour ‘ce
,Qui concerne 1'économie: l1'usage du fran-
gnis ne sera’ pas simplement gan‘ralx.a
pour masquer la prédominance de puis-
sancas atrangare- aux _f£ -ncophonqs;,/cct
usage accompagnara, symbolisera, favor- I
isera une r‘conquefe par la majorite T
francophone du Québec de l'emprise qui ; ’
. lui revient sur les leviers de 1'écono-
. mie. Pour tou dire, le Québec dont le
portrait d'ensemble’ esst d€ jé esquisse
dans la Charte [de la langue frangaise]
@8t une sociét§ de langue frangaise.™
(18)

"La

£ A}
o

! . f ate °

. . - Although . the era of language legislation b;gan with

the j

the

thé introduction of Bill 83 in 1969 the dominance  of

4 5
English language did not ‘come under direct attack until

of "' Bill 22; La loi sur la langue officielles.

.t
2 ’ a

Imtroduction

©
i

Bgl} ‘§2 legislated .bilingualism in the\‘public‘osector, re-

~ N

» quired ﬁigné and ‘company names to. be in both official lan-

- guages, ° provided for a greater usage of French ih the work-

o .
L0 - -

p;aéea and requirdd ‘that all children whose.mothgr-tongue was
.~ d

of

)
' K I

* other % than English be educated in French. Although it re-

A o

18. La politigue quebecolae de la langue frangaise," Pré-

i ;anpatlon by. Camille Laurin to the National Assembly of
, Quebec, March ‘1877, p. 36-37.
. . » . o. . B ) ) . ' o \ .
w B . ' \ ~ @ . / N NS — |
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mained po.tiblc‘to live entirely in . Englieh, Bill 22 provided
for incressed French instruction inm English schoolas and

greater axposure to the French langusge in cdaily life.
J Nl

-

The imtrgduction of Bill 101 marked the end of affi-
cial bilingualism 1n Quebec.{19) The Charte de la l‘hgya
g

francaise made French the official langusge of Ouebec not

simply in words but im preactice. As the principle language of

communication all public and para-public institwfions were

«

required tc use French in both internal and external cammuni—‘

cations, the provincial administretion would operate in
Fremch and no longer could knowladge of the English language
be & criterion of employment. Some of éhe other provisions in
the Biil required proFessionala’to of far services in‘ the
majarity lsnguage and, in order to aeégrq that they were able

I3

to ‘do 30, groFasqion:is issuing forth Ffrom Anglophone
l'sarning institutions would have tp‘abtain s caréiFicate of
proficiency in the French langyaée. ;li~contructs and commun-
iques w;th employeés, were thenceforth required to be in
French but an adgitional language was permitted upon the

.agresment of the parties involved. The provisions of the

Bill considered to be the most controversial were those

pertaining’to interior and exterior signs, to publicity and

to sducation. Signs and publicity wers to ba in French anly

and in the field of education, subject/to certain exceptions,

2.

| 7

18. The provisions regarding the K exclusive use of French in
the legislature and the courts were later ruled unconsti-

) tutional in a 1980 judgement rendered by the Supreme
Court of Canada. [ '

77



. .
all children who did mnot have at' lesst one psrent educated in

Cnglish irn Quebec, would be educsted irn the French Manguage.

An%axp-nd-d OfFfice de la lengue Frnniaisa,Q2d1u~%r-nq\‘

ci.-tiqg\comhittn- in compsnies with more than 100 .m°léifﬁ:

and a Commission generale de surveillance pour ls l-&bu-

francaise were charged with ensuring the implementstion of

tha provisions of the French Language Chartedr.

ih-- become painfully clear (to the anglophone popylation] by
. o )

the introduction of Bill 101 that the English-spesking popu-

If it was not clesr by the introduction of B8ill 22 it

[ Y .
lattion was 8 minority in the provipce of Quebec, although

gt ~

stil]l part of the majority of Carnada as a whole, and tperab?

sub ject to the will of the' ma jority Francophone ﬁcpula—
‘ ’ |
tion.(21) As such the ®sra of the language legislation and the

slection of the Parti Quebecois in 1976 forced Anglophoras to

axamine their loyalties and to decide whether to stay in

t

Quebec and carve out a new relationship with the French-
speaking majority and the Quebec govermnment or whether  to

make their home elaswhere in North America. This anglophone
"identity crisis'" will be examined Ffurther in Chapter Five.

, }

;

(4) Nationasliem and the Parti Quebécois

. . |
The election of the Parti Québécois in November 1976

- A-aignalad the end of Anglophone representation in the govern-

»

,20. The animosity and opposition of the Anglophone population
to Bill 101 is apparant in the nicknames they use K to
refer to the Office de la langue frangaise: the 'language

- police' and the lgnguage watchdog. - V‘\Y
™~
- 21. Michael Stein, op cit.
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ing party. The virtual absence of Engli.ﬁ--pn-king represen-
tatives smong the ranks of the Parti Québécois in add{tion to
the pearty's percieved ho.tifity to big business brought an

end to the tr-ditigmglly closa relationship betwesen anglo-

phone-dominated bu-lno-; and government in Quebec. The affact

af the 1976 alection, argued Michael Stein, was that "la

collectivité Anglophone semblait complétement isclée at, pour
la premiere fois dans l'histoire du Québec, elle &atait non

.‘Qlaﬁ;nt dephasée, mais également iﬁbot-nta politique-,

ment. "(22) ‘
From the time of the imception of the Parti Québecois
in 1968, Quebec Anglophones did little to hide their: feelings

of animosity and hostility toward the new political party.

B

The . party being the epitome of Quebec nationalism it repre-
‘A

sented the ultimate threat: the spectre of Qusbec separatism

or at least the remesgotiation of tha tsrms of .the Canadian

federation. (23)

P

The election 6r the Parti Québeécois also put an end
to peaceful accommodation between the Fédaral government and
the government of Quebec and English-Quesbec bggan to envision
the loss of its protector should Quebsc actuaily separate
from +the rest of English-Canada. As the jurisdictional dis-
putes ind " the diaputsé over the benefits of Confederation
between the praovince and the federal government became more
vitriolic and ss the disputes with the aother pFovincash over'

’ “ \ \ .

\ o | .

22. Ibid, p. 118. ; \

23, Ibid. ‘ g I o
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Quebec's status in the country intensified(24), “the suppoFt

of English Quebec by English Canada became less  offactive.

That the anglophuﬁa population ‘was becoming incrousinéiy

|

depesndent on the Frangophana elscted government bF Quebec and
that they would have to take action in 'defence' of <their
‘'rights' became abundantly clear when Ottawa refused to use
the FndLrnl»powar oé disallowancs a;uin-t ;ill 101.(25)

V4
Throughout the 1970's then, both the number and ef-

b
fFectivensss of ths mechanism of conflict resclution were in
\

decline. In recognizing that the French language was the

~

language of = the.-majority and in legislating \its./ipcreused

usage, both Bill 22 and Bill 101 were ths fFirst indiéatigm-

—ler

of a shift away from consociatioralism to a political system

.

based on ma joritarian principles.

i}
'
'

24. For example, 1978 was cheracterized by disputes betwasen
the Federal government and Quebec in the areas of consti-
tutional reform; Quebec's status in foreign affairs such
as the relationship of "Quebec and France and in particu-
lar separate (Quebec representation at the Franco-African

conference; the sales tax dispute; gas exports to the
United States; fFederal communications policy with respect
ro Pay T.V.; disputes over the benefits of Confederation

to Quebec; Bill 101; and the Prime Ministek's deragatary
comments on Quebec nationalism.and the Parti Quebecois.
Although the provincial premiers did come to some agree-
ment in principle on minority education rights throughout
Canada, the Levekque governmemt re jected the possibility
of any changes in Bill 101. The only good news that year
appears to have been the signing of a water purification
agreement and a tourism pact between Quebec and thé
federal government and the unanimous rejection of Prime
Mimister Trudeasu's constitutional reform proposals by the
p provincial governments. See Canadian News Facts, 1978.

25. Ottaws did continue to finanmce court challenges to Bill
101 launched by Anglophone Quebecers. "Ottawa would aid
challenges to Bill 101,'" Canadian News Facts, 10 "~ March
1978, p. 1913.
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The laqﬁ‘oF community spokespeople, partially due to
the increasing pluralism of the Anglophone populafion, and
| -~

the historic asbsence of any separate political organizations,

a

led to the creation of a number of political action groups
whose méin objective was to defend \Canadian federalism during
the period of debate over t;u provincial govermnment's pro-.

posal of noveraignty--o-octatiani The Positive Action

ot

Commi ttee, the Quebec-Canada 'Movement.' ThL Council for
\

Canadian Unity and the Pro-Canada Committee counted among the
\

most important of tha.a\organizationa. Yet mside fFrom the
P?uitive Action Committee these organizations were composed
of both francophones and Anglophones and, in some caases, of
representatives of the faderal bavernmant. In the Final a-

ralysie, argues Michasel Stein, they did not duccesd in be-

coming spokespeople for the Anglophone population,
!

1

/

e ) "_es efforts dans le domaine de la parti- - T

cipstion politique st de 1l'intégration,
culturelle des Anglophones ne se asont
pas, jusqu'a maintenant [1979], rdvélés
trés fructueux ... une approche, beaucoup
plus sensée comsistesrait a développer un
leadership politique indigéne plus Ffort, ,
‘capable de maximiser l'apport de la com-
munauté minoritaire au processus poli-
tique. Il est cependent trés difficile de
construire un tel cadre de leadership
pendent \ume periode de déclin démogra- \
, . phique et d'instabilité&."(26)

\ ) Q 7

Hence the burden fell on the Anglophone media to.

~—

provide a vital link betwesen th? Egglish-speaking population

of Quebec and the provincial government. The 'media simul-

a

26. Michael SteinL op cit., p. 126.
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taneously became one of the only Bnd parhaps the most import-

ant sources, for non-Francophones, for informetion on the

mctivities of the government and,: as demonstrated in ths

ah
v

previous chapter, for information on the Francophone

~ma jority. «
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. CHAPTER FIVE

A CRAISIS OF IDENTITY:

THE REACTION oF ENGLISH-SPEAKING QUEBEC

I3

-

The changes brought about by the Quiet Revolution
the loss of scoromic power, the weakened inFluencé\oF the
federal government and of the other English-speakiﬁg pro-

vinces, the election of the Parti Quebecois and the regula-

tion of language use, forced the English-speaking population

during the 1970's-: to come to terms with their changing

gtatus.. By radically redefining their aowrmidentity during the
{

1960's, Quebec Francophones forced the Anglophones of Quebec

into, what has been called, a crisis of identity. Chapter -

Five begins with a brief discussiaon of the nature aof this
identity crisis and then moves on to describe the portrait of

the province and of the two linguistic groups which emerges

from the pages of The Gazette. It,concludes with an assess-

ment of the impact of this portrait on Anglaophone identity

Formation.

Michael Stein , has identiFied\three distinct phases

through which the Anglophone population has passed 4

end of the Second World War.(1) The First phase, which he has

described as| *having been characterized by @ a self-

“1. Michael Stein, op cit., p. 111-130. This section on the

Anglophone identity crisis is largely based on Michael
Stein's pioneering work on the sub ject.

83 ' ‘
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confidence arising from a salﬂa of balanglng to the majority,

lasted roughly until towsrds the end of the 1960's. The

attitude of "majorité minoritaire'" grew out of the identifi-
catlon: referrad to earlier, with the English-speaking poli-

tical majority off Canada, the federal government and with the

:

United ' States. On an English-speaking continent the French

o .
ma jority of Quebec was considered to have majority group
\

N

gtatus.

The second phase, which begarn during the reforms of
the Quietfﬂevolution,‘ and became appareﬁﬁ during the debate
over Bill 22, was that of growing cegnitive dissonance. The
anglophones experienced amn inmitial refusal and final accept-
ance, (with the election of the Parti Québécois) that while
remaining part of the Canadiamn majority the Anglophone popu-
lation was in fact a nmumerical minority imn Quebeq.

During the second phase of adaptatian the first ten-
tative steps toward organizinngor political action,as de-
scribed in the previous chapter, were taken.

N

-~ {
"La seconde éetape dans le processus de
p

réévaluation appelait une tentative de
definir et de mettre en action un nouveau »
rédle politique plus positif pour les
anglophones du Québec. 11 était d'abord

-~ » -
necessalre de construilre des ponts entre K

les différents groupes ethmiques compo-
— sant la commumauté lipguistique minori-
taire et d'établir un ensemble plus uni-
Fié de structurecommunautaires, puis de N
faire Ffonctionner ces nouvelles struc-
tures en harmonie politique avec les
structures correspondantes de la commuF
nauté francophone majoritaire." (2)
B
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The third phase, at the and of the 1970's, was char-

acterized by the development of =a salF-aQaraness and the
q -
initiation of positive actian.

1

Describing the process of coming to terms with their

-minority status, Stein uses a paychcldgical parallesl. Faced
. »

.résultats montrent que l'on ne pergoit pas de consensus ...

with extensive social and political changes the Anglophones
&
reacted in a defensive marmner. An initial reactiom of panic

3

was followed by denial, anger and fFinally acceptance.(3) It
was in acceptance that the Anglophones fimally cam to terms

with the reality of their position and began to organize in

defaence of their interests,

¥ Yet having iden®¥tfied so strongly with the pluralism

b L

of North America and having had no prior need to undertake

jeint . actiomn, the realities of the changing composition of

o

the Anglophone population only’ became apparent to them with

the acceptance of their minarity group status. The pluralism
. . )
of English Quebec hampered the development of a cammon iden>

v

tity and impeded them from taking a coherent, unified and

—

constructive stand in the conflict.
In a study of the appellation used by Anglophones to
identify themselves Edouard Cloutier found little agreement

on what Anélophones are called. '"De Fa?on générale, ces

quant & l'appelatif qu'emploient les anglophomes du Québec

3. When speaking of a collective. respanse it must necessarily’
.be at a high level of gemneralization and descriptive of
the overall mood rather than the mood of all Anglophones

irm Quebec.

a5
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pour se désigner."(4) Yat younge; Anglophones,. as oppcsea to
their elders, tend to consider themselves to be Quebec anglo-
phones. '"lLes réponses fournies par des sujets plus agés
indiqueraient une rédpartition trés différente de 1'identité

at des appelatifs qu'ils s'attribuent, étant donné les mo- .

A

dles —de socialization différent qui avaient cours au Québec
avant las‘années 1960 au chapitre des appellatifs rattachés
au groupe ethnique et a la langue.'(5) ..

In a 1978 brief to the Federal Task Force on Canadian_

8

Unity on the integration SF some English-speakers —=into the

- . "\ »
French-speaking cqm;unity Sheila Arnupoulogruﬁderlined the
lack of loyalty within the Anglophone populatign and the
First signs of integrat£;§”into a "mational' Quebec commun-
ity. ' »

©

"The study e;amines_the integration pFo-
cess of professional, managerial and
.academic Montrealers who have chosen to
work im completely French work milieu.
Most of these pebple fall into the one-
__third of the English-speaking community
who are of non-British origins. It is
this group which appears at this time to
be most T capable of becoming integrated
into the“?rench—speaking community. The
study shows that although many of these
Anglophones are the product of Montreal
institutions, they do ot have unshake-
able loyalties to the English."(6) -

[y

—_—

4, Edouard Cloutier, '"Les groupes du Québec et
leurs appellatifs,” in Gary Caldwell and Eric
Waddell (eds), op cit., p. 140.

5. Ibid., p. 145.

6. Sheila McCloud Arnopoﬁlos, Brief presented to
the Federal Task Force:on Canadian Unity, Pro-

! ceedings, Montreal, January 1978.
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At the same hearings the Association of English-

.Catholic Teachers and Administrators statéd that "mo solid

and united English-speaking commumnity exists in Quebec ... We

deplore the tendency to view the English-speaking minmority as

8 unified and cohesive group which has deliberately, even

¥

arrogantly held itself apart From the mainstream of Quebec'

life."(7) The Pravincial Association of Protestant Teachers
- 5
argued that "We are the forgotten people of Canada and within

Quebec are too of ten perceived\as a homogeneous group. Dur

. very heterogeneity is a significant element in the new Quebec

N

___and the rnew Canada as is ;DF%<§;frminaﬁ;cn to evalve,"(8)

Yat the portrait of th®& English-speaking population”

which emarééd from the pages of The Gazette, as we shall see

below, was certainly ‘that of a homogenecus, staunchly feder-
alist comﬁ&nity who's caoncerns and\}nterests with regard to

Quebec did not extend any -Forther than to the linguistic

»

"rights'" of Anglophones and to the econcmiC\sonsequsnces aof
T~

’political changé\ Little interest was expréssed in the
problems and aspirations” of the Francophones of Quebec and

little energy appears to have been expended in an attempt to

negotiate, °‘resolve or diffuse the growing conflict between

the +two linguistic grobps. .The Anglophone population came -

*

across as being hard-line on the major issues of contention.

\\ . . u
N

7. Brief presented‘by the Association of English-Catholic
Teachers and Administrators, Task Force on Unity, op
cit., p.2. ;
— »

8. DBrief presented by the* Provimcial Association af

Protestant Teachers of Quebec, Task Force on Unity, Sum-

mary, op_cit.
AN —
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An examination of The Gazaette over a two weak period

in October 1978 and again for the same period in 1980(38) re-

vealed a preoccupation with Quebec's stand in the constitu-

‘tional negotiations, reports of Anglopbone institutions,

groups or individualk calling for reform of B8ill 101 and

¥

descriptions of the negative effacts of ;})l 101 omn the

ecornomy of the province. The entertaimnment sectiom carried
faw reviews, if any, of French language plays, books and
movies, and the business section was devoid of articles on

Quebec business‘andgeconomym Even the society events column

was focussed solely on English-speaking institutions. A day's

N

sampling on Tuesday, 14 October 1380 turned up events such as

the McGill Book Fair, . a reception for the Consul-General of

Austria, a meeting of the Home and School Association of the

(* Jewish People's Schools, « Peretz Schools . amd Bialik High

- School, a fund raising event for the Ottawa Branch of the

\ Canadian Save the Children Fund, a meeting of. the tontreal

‘Branch of the Royal Commonwealth Society and the attendance

of

the Governor-General ' of Cénada»at a reception’ of the

— =~
The month of October was chosen partly at random. Given
that it was desirable to avoid special - circumstances,
the Spring of 1980 was ruled out due to the referendum on

sovereignty-association held in May 1980. In order to
guard against seasonal variations in political activity
the same month was chosen for “Yboth years. Rather thar

restrict our inquiry to the frort page and editorial page
content, the entire newspaper was perused for coverage of

Québec society and politicss Identity is mot simply a’

function of Ffamiliarity with the political system but

with society and culture as well. For a penetrating
discussion of this question see John Meisel, '"Political
Culture and the Politics of Culture," Canadian Journal of

Political Science, Volume 7, 1974, p. 601-615. ‘

88
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Canadian Polish Congress.(10)

*

If the newspaper was totally silent on the Franco-

phone community im Quebec, the coverage of Anglophoné Quebec

was not much better. In October 1980 the only articles to

’

appear on the Anglophone population of Quebec was a series

r
entitled "Montreal speaks in 40 languages: Politics and Busi-

ey

ness cater to growing ethnic groups.'"(11) Over the same

period in 1978-there were rno articles on events, news or

happenings within the English-speaking population. As one
. .
‘Gazette reporter commented to the Royal Commission on News-

p \
papers: o NS

"We look good, alright, but if you read
the paper carefully, you'll see we're not
doing a job of covering our_own community
ese If you want the latest ... on Afghan-
igstan, read The Gazette, but if you want
to know what's happening im Verdumn, you'd
better get Le Journal de Montréal." (12)

As an omnibus newspaper the style of The Gazette was

to simply report on events as they occurred whether they be
in the ‘province, in the other provinces, in the nat#fon, in
the United States or elsewhere in the world. Quebec news was

not treated any differently in that The Gazette carried about

as many background articles on French language; ‘culture and

¥
t

history. as it did for news ‘emanating firom any of these other

10. The Gazette, Tuesday, 14 October 1980;,M0ntraal,'p. AB;\

-

i

11. "Montreal speaks in 40 languages: Politics and Business
cater to growing ethnic groups," a sik part series car-
ried in The Gazette, 11-18 O&tober 1980, Montreal, px 1. -

“

,

12. An anonymouslﬁgzette reporter quoted in Fulford et al.,

; op git., p. 93. . . _
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locationé.(13) Quebec news was treated differently in that
‘the "negative reaction of the English-spesking populaﬁion*Wae
reportad on extensively, the menace to the Anglaphane popula-
tion anrd to the Canadian naticon, of Quebec nationalism and

‘tha Parti Québécois sought out.dThe coverage of the aFterm;th
'oF the 1976 election campaign and the publication of a
Gazette memolduring the referendum campaign, described below,
are good illustrations of thie practice. )

Two days prior to the 197G provincial election The
Gazette took the unusual ;tep of priqting an editorial on the
Front page of thg nawaspaper. The aditorial warmed of the
possible victory of the Parti Québacois and accusad the Parti
QUébécoi; of "subterfuge" by lying about their intention t;\“
hold a referendum.(14) On the same day thera appeared a
declaration signed by thirfy—six Gazette journalists di-
vorcing themselves from the visws expressed in the editorial
and pointing out that the issue in the campaign was not‘ the
independence of Quebec h@t,,?athar, good guvarnmant;(isl

Yat the result ;F the 1976.election came as a shock
to the non-Francophone population, the first resction being,
in Stein's eyes, disbeliaf, followed by panic: :

&

13. In fact during the wesks axamined in both 1978 and 1980
The Gazette carried more news in esach category, national,
U.S. and international, than it did for ths provincial
and local categories. .

14. David ' Thomas, "La presse anglophone des anndes 1970:
coupable d'un complot ou d'incompetence?" in Caldwell and
Waddell (eds), op cit., p. 361; "An Editorial”, Tha
Gazettas, Saturday, 13 November 18786, p. 1.

15. Ibid., p. 362-363.
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\ "L & victoire dtonnante du Parti qi@bécois

\\\ provaqua chez de nombreux Quebécois

. — anglophones une sorte de paralysie mar-
quée d'incredulité, d'étonnement et d'an- ,
goisse. A Montréal les affaires urent /

pour un moment suspendues pendant dque les
Anglaophones, qui dominaient les secteurs
industriel et commercial, &tudiaient la

’ situation. On rapporta a la une que d'im-
portants comptas d'épargnes avaient »
quitté le Québec et que les contenus de
plusieurs coffres de securité des bariques
se retrouvaient . dans les banques des
régions adjacentes au Québec. On ne cas-
sait de se poser des questions sur le -
nouvesu gouvernement du Parti québécois.
sous l'égide de Reénd Levesque, sur l'ave- .
nir de la province et du pays et, sur- - Tk .
tout, sur sa propre place a l'interieur §\5°
ou a l'sxfarieur du Québec."{16) , -

4

Tha Gmzette .did at least try to quash such  rumours:

The day follawing the eslection an article appeared on page

- three in which a number of spokaspeople from the major banks

‘. "

,rdported that withdrawals were up only slightly.(17} -

A second illustration is that of the piblicetion of , .

sn  internal Gazette memo outlining poseible story ideas Forl '
. ~

back-up articlas on the referandﬁﬁ and on sovereignty-

-
association. Passions flared aver thp fairness and accuracy -

o

of fha’ﬁazctts'- treatment of Quebac nitionali;m, the provin-

o

"

cial government and the Frnncophona’cémﬂgnity as a whole. One

. aditorial writer described the story memd as an insult to the -

Quebec people and saw in it the seeds. of ethnic warfare.
' ’ .
."Prenant connaissance, au cours de la
méme Fin de semmine, de la note du 'city

ot “ 1

- - i T A

C e

17. "Only & trickle of money laaving provlnce" The Gazette,
17 November 1976, p. 3. '

. N : . ~ .

16. Michael Stein, op cit., p: 118-119.
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editor' du quotidien The Gmzetta, Mon-
sieur J. Robert Walker, qul proposs un

plan référendaire pour le journal, on se
. (:} dit que voila un 'speak white' fFory/ in-
' sultént pour la majorité Fran:sﬁhéﬁ; .
l'attitude de M. Walker améne ' ses con- "
P e . citoyens et lecteurs a s'exclure du dé-

. bat, a présumer qu'ils possedent la . ve-
. o rité, et a pointer du doigt la communauté
\ . . francophone en la rendant. par avance
; R responsable, si 8lle avait.le 'malheur'
: de voter OUI malgré ses Questions, d'une \
‘ ' serie de catastrophes impensable. C'est
. alnsi que ‘naissent les guerres ethniques
’ «er 8'il n'y avait pas un large consen-
sus, chez ceux qui publient ce gtrand
quetidien anglophone du Québec, autour de
plusieurs des préjugés grossiers de ce’
. monsieur, on peut présumer qu'il ne ré-’
e aterait pas longtemps en place .., . L'in- .
cident est purtant &norme. Il- jette une .
- ombre - lourde sur °la credibilitd d'um
: journal, qui prétend étre le défenseur
inconditionnel d'une cause,"(18)

u

o

-

. ‘Lysiane- Gagnon, . a journalist with La Presse was

.

( j\ @qually critical aof <the 'Walker memo,' and accused ' The
. l r . . ,
“Although the comments are
w oo : ‘ ‘ \
. Rather lengthy they are of great enough impart to be repro-

4

Gozatte of spreading propaganda.’.

-duced in large part.

: ments sont bien plus grave que cette
affair de mémo: l'automne dernier, le
journal a versé $25,000 & Pro Canada, et
dans son édition de samedi, La Gazettg
annangait sans pudeur qu'elle distribuers
sur demande le livre partisan du sénatedr
Lamontagne [The Double Deal: A Respoaonse

"Touchant La Gazette, deux autres avéne- ° \\)

o . *

b . ‘ to_ the Parti Québécois's White Paper on
; - Savareignty - Assocliation] ... La bonne
) inférmation est un processus qui s'étale
sur des anndes, et qui devait se fFaire -

et qui a parfois, ici et la, &té fait -

I3

~ ' o
(;} . 18. Lise Bissonnette, editorial entitled '"Les ‘Legona de
’ ,talérance," Le Oevoir, 1 April 1980, p. 8.
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avant le gros déferlement des machines de -
0 propagande, qui ne viendront que ren-
PR forcer les préjug@s dd jd existants. Ceux ,
qui ont semé& dans leur public de fausses . e
© infFormations et des images biaisées n'ont ’
. + pPlus le temps de ge racheter d'ici au

e g ong

i

jour du référendum ... Ainsi ceux qui . *
. - ayant l'audience du Canada anglais, ont ) ' A\

détruite la réputation des Québécois Vs

francophones en décriveant le gouverne- . ' . *

ment qu'un majorité d'entre eux avait .dlu
comme un gouvernement raciste, la loi 101
comme \ une loi anuata et la communauté
; anglu—quebecolse comme une minorlte op-
- > primée, le mal qu'ils ont fF4it,” il ast
irréparable."(19) o,

2

R ﬁ-“u.,.%wﬁ?m“amn’cnmv At LR 3%
¢

i

On March 29, 1980 in a presentation to the Féaétgjion

¢

ﬁroFesaioneLla des Journalists entitled "Les Quotidiens Que-

St 2 kg i gty o S ¢

bécois et Le RéFérendum" Yves Gagnon publicly accused The

E ) Gazette of fostering ethnic conflict in the province.

aQ

"Les attitudes et comportements de la @& e

c: Gazette constxtuent a mon avis, ‘une me- "
, - nace important a l'endroit'de la sastabi- . °
" lité sociale du Québec. La polarisation

excessive de la communauté anglaphnHe, -
., allide a un ton gouvent meprlsant a l'en- e
droit du nationalisme francophone, riaque '
d'entrainer des affrontaments doulour- o
. aux."(20) . V T Lo St

@ .

N .

a °

Another 1976 study of Cenadian newspaper coverage

L]

P o S T s s L

. ¢ b
- devotad to national integration issuss found that the editor-

ials of <the English preas in Quebec on linguistic group
iaauesh were s0 negative as to be claseified ., aB

a N

o - o
o

19 Lyaxanne Gagnon, calumn entitlad "Le mal irréparablas," La
- Press, Tuesday, 1 April' 1980.
20. Yves Gagnon, "Les Quotidiene Québécoia et le Réfébendum wh
praesentation to the Fédérationm professionnelle dea SJaurn-
(; alistes, 29 March 1980, p. 15.
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'digintegrative.'(21) . - ’ )

Overall, the impact on linguistic group relations was

divisivie in that it.did not provide the Anglophone population - @,

1
o L °0

with insight into Francophone culture and society but,

rather, reinforced those divisions by continuing to reflesct ’
@

¢

\ the English-Canadian and North American identity of anglo-

. Quebec.

¥ e e

"... there was fuite gensral agrsement.

that the paper [The Gazette] is weak in
. reporting on the province and the French-
' " language community to its readers. Poli-
tical coverage of the province was con- )
sidered strong ... There was substantial - ’
agreement that 'the English community is
C informed- of what's happening in Quebeg
. , . ‘Politically and economically, -but Mot in .
terms of social changes and conditions.' 7
The general feeling about The Gazette's
. . coverage of the province was summed up as
s ) " a phjilosophy 'that all provincial news is 4
’ ( ) T " provincial government news' and that 'the
oo world ends at Pointe aux Trembles and i
a starts again at Ste. Foy.' This ties in
. with the pretty much unanimous view that
The Gazette does a poor job of bridging
the two solitudes."(22) .

B s~ R e
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i a

. By not paying sufficient attention to sacial and

i

; s

E political developments within the French community and com-
} 3 . N

| municating that information to their audiences, the Anglo-.
!

i
i

3 ’ phone populatién was ill-prepared to deal with the changes
‘ ) that were ‘to affact the extent of their independence and

LS

0autonomy From the linguistic majority of the province.

o

21. Walter C. Soderlund et al., "Output and Feaedback:
Canadian Newspapers and Political Integration," in Journ-
alism Quarterly, S7(Summer), p. 320.

22. The Community and The News, op cit., p. B4.
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¢

", ..beaucoup de journalistes, et je guis

du nombre, soutishnent qu'en ce qui con-
° cerne la plupart des questions vitales
les grands media d'infor-

mation seanglophone dé la province ...
n'ont pas su, au cours de vingt dernietes , )
anndes, préparer convenablement leur pu-

blic aux changemente qui se produlsaient. .
Loin de réduire les tensions qu ‘entraine .
la répétition des chocs, ils ont souvent

( accentué la difficulté du public 8 iden-
"tifier les changements et a s'y adaptar."

(23)
L

. In reflecting the dominant reactions of English-

gpeaking Quebec The Gazette contributed to the hardening. of

~ n

positions on both sides which haﬁpered 8 constructive search

for new Forme of accommodation between the two groups. .

-

s -

"

23. David Waters, '"'Les media de lipgue anglaise st le Québec
nouveau," in .Gary Caldwell and Eric Waddell . (eds),

cit., p. 321. .
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CONCLUSION

'

- Fi y .

According to most of the literature.on the integra-
tive role of thd medi;, as outlined in Chapter One of this
work, 'a étrang Canadian identiﬁy is essential to the politi-
cal unié; of the Canadian nation. Linguistic, cultural, re-
gional and other idemntities are implicitly, if --not always

explicitly, considered to have a divisive impact on political

and societal cohesion. Yet recent studiss of consociational

‘democracy and sgcietal cohesion in segmented societies have

found that given sufficient mechanisms Far the resoalution of
conflict between disparate linguistic and cultural groups,
the existence of multiple identities does not necessarily
threaten the cohesion or peolitical unity of tha natian,

S '
Research into ethnonatienaliam has indicated that in bringing

1
j

thesed disparate groups into cleoser contact, conflict may
arise by making each group aware o% their 'difFerentrness'
from one another. Hencs the mere axistence of the . 'two. soli-
tudes' 1n Quebec is not sufficient cause to try to bridge the
gap between them, : ]

Yet given the ohangea.which Héva taken place in the
province over the past twenty 'years, bridging the gap betwaen
the Anglophaone gnd(Francophpﬁa populations.has becoms sssen-
tial. The emergence of an activist provineial govarnméht, the

:
increasing erosion of Anglophone control over English-
spaakiné institutions and the identity shift on the part' of
French-speaking Quebecers profoundly changed the nature of

-

the realationship between Anglophones and Francophones and

- 96 -
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between Anglophones and the increasing number of common in-

stitutions. Between the two linguistic groups, the relation-

( -

ship became cne of a Frinch-speaking ma jority to an English-
speaking .mimority within the province of Quebec as opposed ta
the previaous ralat&onshié of an English—speaging ma jority to
a _Franch—speaking minority within Canada. Dq%fhe political
level <ths relationship became increasingly one of ma jori-
tarianism as“opposed to elite accommaodatian. )

¢
The major raFercussions of these transformations were

[}
two-fold: (1) the Anglophone population could ne longer af-
ford to iqnore the Fregch-apaa%iAg ma jority or Quebec poil-
tics and J(a) the Anglophone population wds being forced to
organize themselves as a m%nority in order to defend their
i;ta;ééts. Knowledge of French Quebec was becoming essential -
for the community to be able to defend its interests yet in
urder for the community to be able to defend ita interests it
had to organize politically. Such political organizsestion
nepeaaita;ed, First of all, a 'prise de canacienca"or an
identity as a minority linguistic community. At this point,
however, it became clear that the English-speaking population
did not constitute a community at all but, rather, that it
was a pluraliast soclety within the segmented structure of the

province, )

Given this context an integrative media would be one

‘which providad information on both the Anglophone and -frarmco-

&

\phone populations thereby helping to Farge an anglo-Quebec

identity. Our findings indicate, however, that this is not

97
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the role played by The Gazette. On the contrary, the evidence

strongly suggests that The Gazette was an instltution of the

a

Anglophone population and bhad the same general outlook,

values, attitudes and identity. In covering the community it

o €

served the newspaper mirrored the Anglophons reactioms of

shock, paralyéis and angér to the, multitude of changes taking

place particudarly with regard to their status in the prov-
ince. By not adaq&ately covering Francophane history, society

and culture the paper did little to help the Anglophone
L

population ? understand the motivations and aspirations of

t

French Quebec thereby, it would appear, contributing to the

conflict.

As government watchdog The Bazette portrayed to
English-speaking Quebkc a government which, im its nationa-
lism, in its quest for sovereignty-association and in its

anti-business. stance, was anti-English, insensitive to and

uncari abot e 'rights' of the Anglophoée population. In

its role as community spokesman The Gazette portréyed to the

hY

provincial government a staunchly federalist, uncompromising

and unyielding Anélopﬁone population. By-'providing better

coverage of Canada, the United States and the World than it

did of <the province The Gazette portrayed a community of

'

little interest in Quebec. The positions of both sides of the

conflict aﬁpaars% hard and fast with little common érbund

betwasn them.

Our study also indicates that the importance of Tho

Gazette increased wignificantly due to the changes taking

place in the socio-political context. Tha lack of Angflophone

a8
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spokesmen, the closing of the Montreal Star, -the large number

r

(: of Anglophomes reliant on the daily press for newé and .
information, the slienation of the population from the poli-
tical process and the failure of informal mechanisms of 3 A
conflict resolution such as the mediation of the federal
government and the English-speaking7p;cviﬁces placed Ibé
Gazette in a rather unique position as one of the Few mediums S 4
of communication between the two linguistic graoups.

The Findingé of this study would appear to confirm-
t%a~ hypotheses prééentsd in Chapter Two and lend credence ?o
the prapasition that both the role and impact of a segmented

media in a segmented society are a function of the socio-

¢ + Eolitical context. In this case the relevant contextual
factors were the lessening of the segmentation of ,the
socliety, the increasing instability of linguistic group iden-
tities and Ytha la;k of effective mechanisms of linguietié

group conflict resolution. These findings, however, ara pre-

s liminary. A content snalysis of The Gazette was not within

the scope of this thesis although a close scrutiny of the
‘mawspaper over the twenty year period in question would

‘ greatly improve an the validity of these results.
s ’ ™~
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