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ABSTRACT

Reuben Erainin, a ploneer of the modern Hebrew literary and national 1
Tenaissance, emigrated to North America following the path teken by over
tmo @illion Esstern Puropesn Jews during his lifetime. He lived in Montreal
from 1912 to 1916,

Invited to Montreal to edit the Yiddish newspaper "Der Keneder Adler",

("The Jewish Eagle"), he transformed this publication into the principal
tribune for this young Jewdsh community's socio-economic political and
cultural problems, Brainin challenged the coxmunity's plutocratioe lt\mder-
ship. This conflict led to the publication of his own Yiddish daily,

"Der Weg" ("The Way"). ) fe

He advocated the creation of a democratic representative organization
embracing the entire Jewish community. !

The plight of Eastern European Jewry during World War I became the
sti;nulus for the establishment of his Canadian Jewish Alliance, ("The
Polkefarband fun Kanader Yidn"). W's efforts led to the formation of
the Canadian Jewisd Congress in 1919.

Iater Brainin lost much of his popularity due to his supporxt for
Jewigh colonigzation in the Soviet Union and his general pro-Soviet "line",
His achievements were sometimes overshsdowed by political cpntroversy.

This study is an attempt to shed light on Reuben Prainin's contribution

of the development of Montreal's Jewish Community, based on his archives.
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RESUME “

Reuben Brainin, un pionnier de la litterature habmiqua ot de 1la
renaissance Juive, en immigrant en Amé'riqua du Nord, a emprunté la voie
déjﬁ suivie par deux millions de juifs de 1'Europe Oriental. Il a véou a

Montréal de 1912 a 1916,

Invité ici par la communsuté juive pour éditer son journal "Der Keneder

Adler" (L'Aigle Juive") i1 a su transformer cette publication en véritable
tribune de critiques politico-culturelles et des problémes Bocio-e’conamiquea

de cette jeune qcmmaute’.

&

I1 a eu, en plus, le courage de s'opposer au courant ploutocratique
dans lequel celle-ci se ialwsait aller. Ce conflit est & la base de la
publication de son propre quotidien "Der Weg" ("la voie"),

Ila plaide' pour la creation d'une organisation de'mocratiqua mandatee
3 représenter tous les juifs de la commmnauté. I1 a fait sienne, l'aspiration
des juifs Europeens au temps de la premiere guerre mondiale, dans.son
de'ncué:ient a la recherche de 1'unité chez ceux de Canada. la formation du
Congrds Juif viendra en 1919 couronner ses efforts toujours infatigables.

Plus tard, cet homme jadis populaire et respecté est deverue 1'obj'et
de nombreuses controverses politiques & cause de son ide'ologie pro-soviet.

Cette étude 3. la faveur de ‘sea archives personelles entend faire

-

justice a la contribution de Reuben Brainin au developpement de la Comun.auté

Juive de Montréal.
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