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bilingUaI,C}asse:s' beg~ '~nly 'in ,191;1' ~ ~ntinu~ urttu ,194S.. 
~ \ L 1 \ " 

" 

,. .... 
' .. \" 

TlUs stud.'y 

" endeav?\U's to e~plain ~hy b~ classes ,were ~amt.ained '50 ,mu~h 
• ~I iL-. ~ 

" 'i, L. 

long~r', in Ouebec:'~r theY. had t>een , . , 

, , 
1 J ',... .. t,l 

abo:lisoed' il'\ Wèst:E?1;p Canada. 
, ' .. 

~: The ~dy ,is ,basèd on.primary 'sources conskting màin1y of" ~chlval. 
~ j,.! , ' ., 

r. \ ... ." 
material and personaf inte~views "with 'Ukràir1tans cmd other~, who haq' ~n' 

• ' J ~ < ~, .. 

", .... { ~ 

teachers or .aàministrators _ Î!'l thê~e schoolS:'" Sorne'" parents, 
• , ~I \ 

seconèlary material such as ne~spa~r and magazine articles were also 
... . .. ;:." -. 1. (. t , .. _.. :-

used. 
, 1" 

, , 

" . 
~ 

", 

, -, 
, , . . , 

~ ""\ ~ \ ~ .. 4 ~ 

" Af comparison of Ukraïni.an ~~ ·scH061s,.~· ~este~, ~ànada",(~~" 
\ \ f' ,. 

Quebec 'shows a marked difference in the ~easonS fQ~' their. e~nce", in 
lt1 l , 1ft r • ..~ 

, ___ ","-KT ~ ~;. 

the 'West, the Ukrainian community had to stru9~1~ for the schools and 'the 
~ 1 t " ~ ",' .. ' 

" 

provino:i.ëil , authorities' 
-.... 

accepted the -,' classes as a means for 'the '. 
" 

assimilation of new immigrants. 1I1. OUebec, it was actually 'the' M9~treal . 
_ ,J'.) ",'" J ,--", ...... Gf1 ~ ~ )" ~ w 

~thol:ic School COI1}ml-ssion ~td~" initiated the Ukrainian'::English "bilin~ 
~ , '-1" ~' l, 

p,rogram ; within the Fr~çh '~chools, at q,rst, a$ a means of drawing 
" ,1 

-Ukrainians into the Catholic syste~;and then:to f~ht tœ ~ and 
-~ 

corn munist., influences "that t:ne French, ·èatholic 
__ ~! -. _;, ~~'" .. ~ t 

~ .. 
Church perceiv~ 

l 'influeI\Ci.ng the Ukra:iniàn éommWïity-,. ' ",'" 
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RÉSUMÉ 

, 
but d,'examiner 'l'éducation bilingue 

publiques de Mohtréal. 
~ 

L'éduca$n: b:Ùingue, ,dont le~ d~ux \ ~~es .. ét:aier)t l'ukrainien et 
" ~ .... l, _ , '" 

" ,~~," e~~' dans les ,~!~.~m:.es des prairies entre les années 

\ , 1897 et '-<1918'. Au. Québec les classes b:ilinguès ukrai.n:i.ennes ~'ont 

cornmenc~s qufen·;~9l1. ~ ont co~uées 'p~é~r 'jJsqu'~ \945; &.e 
'~ .. 1 ~ ~~\~': .. > \ 

thèse essaie d'expliquer les, raiSons pow:Ylèsqu~s lès clas~s bilingues 
t "" .. , L, \: • 

ont été maintenues' d'UIle ~us longue durée au Ou~ après' 1e\JI" abOÙtion 
- " \ 't ~ '\ '; ... :~ f 

{,-- .. ".r;.. t .:~ __ 

&ns l'ouest du CëpKlda. " 
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Une comparais~n entre les écoles bilingues ukrainiennes dans l'ouest 

~, ." 1 1 

du canada "et celles du Québec démontre une différence mà~ des 
, " 

l, 

Dans' l'ouest la communauté ukrainiepne raisons Pour leur exl.stanée. 

devait lut::t.er pour lesdites écol~':. Les autorités provincialés ont 

acceptés les classes bilingues dans ces écoles pour faciliter 

Au Québec, c-lét;.ait la 

"," CQ.mm:ià~U;n dés' éco~s catholiquey' de Montréal qui a' pris l'initiati.v~ de 

créer le ,pt'cx;ram me, ,bi:J1ngue ukrai.lü.èn-anglais '" dedàns ,les écoles 

-":'" francOphones pour premier, les ~ 
système 

~. 

cathbuque ,,' et deuxièmern~, '. -pe cette fa~n comba:t:tre les influences ' 
.... • • (_ 1 .. • " 

soçialist:e et qom rnuniste que l'Égllse cathol.iijue française' croyait être 
1 

dominantes clans 1-a communa~ u:kra.i.n:Îrenne. 
':1 ''. " 
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CHAPTER l 

" !7 

INTRODUCTION 

, 

Minority ethnie groups hav.~ only recently been recognized qy the 

dominant Canadian cultural- groups a~ important contributors te 'the .. 

development of "Canada. There exists a, clear contrast between the type 

01l' 
and amount of, research done on these groups prior to World War II aS . \ ~ 

comparGd te the wtitings undertaken sinee the.. war. The research' prio't-
,~ ... 1.0 

, , . 
1;0 the war was' almost e~~y within the '-oorruixt, of develoPln9 policies 

and ,promoting interest' ~ assimilation pr.ograms of the, institutions 
,. of ~ ~ 

conèerned.. In the, 1950's ,'arid 1~,6o's',;: as older ~ f(\O~é es1;abUshed 

,~canaaiari èthnic groups ~ound ~e 'te, look baek' at their Pa~, ~re 
emèrcjed a prolif~rati.on of historical works by '~ gr(i>Ups tltemsel ves .. 

These w,d~s emphâSlzed the grou~f ~ntr.ihu?-0ns to eanadian society. 
;' 

, , 

The -pr!)hlem, ,however, is ·that eanadi,an h,ïstorians gen~rally have not 
t " " .. "' ,\' - ... ' 

~rested 'tbeU\sel ves~ in rese~ch -op "ethnie grd~s.. This_ lack of interest 
".. ' '.... '" , .. - ~ 

, "~ ~ ,has "~esu:l.tEd in â "scarcity of factual.- information availahle Ôfi Canada·s 
\.0 .. .... '\ ~'""" ...., _ «\' 

- " 

_' ': ~ ri}ino~ities.. ' 

- \ . 
- ~- ,. 

, , 
,'\ l "I 

,'" \" ~ 

~ " 
, " 

.' ' 

,-
....... (..... .. ~ 

(, . " 
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PURPOSE ( 

• . ' . 
, " 

The };:mPOse of' this paper is to record the exi~ce of and analyse 

the reasons for bilingual Ukrainian classes in' the, public sch~ sy~m ôf 

Montreal between the :years 1911 and 1945. Until now the existence of 

these classes has not been analyied and documented by scholarly 

research ___ 

.. 1 ___ l 

'~ , 

The '~gum-ent that ,. will be presented in this paper is that UkÏ:'ainian 
, ' 

bilin9ual clâsses in: M.gntreal. ,were set uP ,by the., Montreal Catholic School 
, ,,~ , 

Corn mission itse-lf· heavily" influencec;l by the Roman Cathop.c ch~èlt-,. as a 
~ ~ -. ,. ... ,'t -

- t 

,means 'of keeping wOJ;king c1as$ tJkrainian childrén :in the -Cathollc:,school 

,systeM. T~ effort'.had,.n~·~tl)' dO' with ~ pçe.~er;;à#on of ~ainian 
, -

'" ~ture. J;t ~as t?iptply ~ ~mpt to 9et Ukrainian children into, Catholic 
. . 

, 'séhools' and 'away from' sod:alist and after 1918 communist "i-ganizations 
"-. . 

thât' 'the Frehch" Catbolic Church beUevèd were directing the tJkrainian , 
1 .,. 

001n munit y • The- churCh ~ with the help of the Montreal Catholic SchÔÇ>l 
. " 

Çoriunissiob want.ed ~ c;JUide Ukrainiaris so as te steer them away from the 

'dangers of soci.àlism. 

," '10 

Ukrainians in Qu,ebèc wet'e an unknown e1ement, a foreign ihflUence , ~ 

.... \ ~ .... 
, 

~ '~thin '.the Fr~h Cathop.c culture.' The'y were poOr l~migr~ whO 
- - -L 

SpQke. a foreign' language and practiced t,1hknown traditions: \1i!veb their 
1 . \ " 

,brand ff. Catholicispt seemed like a differeqt religion~ The Cathollc 

. Ch~qh f~lt' Ukrairrlans po~ a ~ 't:hre~t . if . they remàineQ 

" a&:.oùomQUS' and apart' 'from the" ihfluen~ Ç>f" the .à~ soc:i.ety'. : The 
, , ' , l ' ~ I~" J. L",", .). 'lu 1 ;, __ ": 

.. .. ~. 

, " 

" ... ~ 
'- - ... --

... 2 

...... ' 

, " ~, , " 
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bilingual classes were a way of drawing ulci:'ainians and ether ethnie 

. 
groups into society to better watch their activities,' monitor their 

pssociations and generally diminish their impact on their new 

enviroJ)ment . 

This argument will be developed by reviewing who ,the Ukrainians , 
were 1 their reasons for emigrating and the physical conditions they found 

in Canada upon al;'rival. Very little research has been done on the_ 

- growth of Ukra.in.ipn communities i1l Eastern Canada, speciftcally in 

Quebec. It is therefore important to take advan~ge of the resources and

publications on Uk.rai.ni;m im migration te the weste~ pra;n-es te contrj:a,st 

the development of the two corn munities . An undetstanding of _ '~ 
. , 

differences greatly helps -~ see that bilingual education for Ukrainian. 
, 

immigrants in the east was established by the 90vemmeht and _sê1'1Ôo~. 

commissions to accomplish specifie -pqlitical objectives to benefit 'the' . 
CI 

ruling -Catholic clergy. 

~t is therefore important, te lQOk at' ~the diffe~enCès qet(oteén' 
.. . , ... 

'. ~,... 

Okrainians in the west and -Ukrainians in- '~ePe~.- ,The two- communities 

were not only separated by great distances ,but $0 oy_-~-~~ve" 

__ manner -of development. For one, western' Ukrainians were rnainly. s'ét-in 
, ~ 

a ~a1 environ ment on uniribabited land, while Uk,J:ain:ians in . the east 

found themselves in an urban enviionmerit and were forced to fit ' into 
t • .;.? 

-the alIeady existing urban life surrounding them. In the west, Ukra:iniàns-. / 

, '" .. -
" 

., .J' 
" . . -' 

. ' 

. ,-

,. , 
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,were much more numeroUs than in ,the east. Therefore, it seems logical 

te assume that aS a "group they would have been rnuch more influential in 

their endeavours • The information gathered surprisingly shows that 

eastern Ukrainians wer~ a very influential group of im migrants. A 

review of the ,immigration, settlernent and "development patterns of 

Ukrainian cornrnunities out' west offers a base for analyzing th~ east. 

r 

SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY 

This study describes a group of people at a .period which up until, 
1 

now has been neglected. Libraries and research centres are void on the 

topie of ear,ly Ukrainian settlements in Eastern Canada. Most of the 

publ:tcâtions on Uk.rainians in Canada have concentl:ated on the sett1ers in ~ 

Western Canada. No research has been conducted on Ukrainians in the 

east, and more specifically in Quebec. As such; it was very important to 

take advantage of the humqn resources still- available within the Ukrainian 

community and te begin tO record their experiences. 

,. 
For 'the purpose of this paper l have" focused 'mostly on the 

information pertinent te a study of the biling1laJ. school program which 

was made available for Ukrainian school children in Montreal.. An 

investigation of the purpos~ of these schobls will help identify whether 
\ 1 

'the schools wer~ used as tools :for assimilation or for retention of ethnie 

'. 

- 4 
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" identity. It is of interest to the Ukrainian corn munity to compare and 

contrast the reactions of the Quebec governrnent r~arding these schools 

with other government reaction across Canada. ' 

The Manitoba School Act or the Laurier-Greenway Agreèment of 1897 

,opened the door for establishing bilingual schools. It stated: 

.. When ten of the pupils speak the French 
lan~e, or any other language than English as 
their nati. ve language, the teaching for. such 
pupils shall be conducted ID French 01 such 
language, and English upon the bilingy.al system n 

(Marunchak, 1970 :117) . ' , 

It is interesting 'to compare the bilingual education program for 

Ukrainians i)1 Quebec with those in ether provinces ~ This comparison 
. , 

\ , - ~ 

helps te expL:tin why the schoo1s existed for 50 much longer in Quebec " . 

and why they were closed down 50 much earlier in ether pro,vmces; .. 
, 

. 
On the practi.cal Si.de, this sbldy ~ill be useful as an aid for the 

contemporary Ukrainian corn munity te rediscqver its past ~ it· rnay als~ 

help the corn munity to clarify its own attitudes towards the federal and 

provincial governrnents within Canada. 

, 1 

'-, , 
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~ .. RELATED RESE1\RCH 

. . 

'l,'he rare material that does exist on Ukrainians in Quebec i.s te be 

found in Master of Arts theses writtenr;, for different universities in the 

Montreal area.- C.M. Bayley's (1.'939) and S.M. Mamchur's (l93g) 
o 

research • w~re submitted to McGill Uni versity , wh,ile N. A. 

• • 
Hrl.'mak-wynnycky~s (1964) thes~ ~was written. for University' of Montreal 

- Q 

and Y.G. Kelebay's (1975) "was submitted te Concdrdia University. Ali 

these works deal witt: the different aspects of the im migrant's life and 
, t 

work .in the new surro~!? These are loèal studies pertaining to 

, geographi~ location ~ the settlements, church and dom munit y 

-development aIjd the .i~migrant1s "adjustment te . Canadian society. 

" 
.. 

No. resear~h has been qD~Ucted 50 far on' the S~ifiè topic of 

, .~. 'ed~ti~n" of rk~' in" Quebec-,: \ • ~Qis study will document Wkrainian 
~ a.", .. __ ~; ;',/~ ...... 'f _ 

'education in Quebec' fI;'om the beginning of this ce)')tUry l.UltiJ, 1945 and 

" pr~seÎlt what Worm cl9n ;is ?~apable. More specifically, the study will 
... .. l ' '. 

,~. con~rried 'with' b~guàl \ Ukrainian 'classes ~ound within the public' ~ _ 

$chool system in th' . -.~Ohtreal area. 

conclusions diff~~ ~eatl.y from ,previously ~hesl 

- . works~ on Montreal Ukrainians ',on two main poitrt:s. Accor<:llng to 'W.,H • 
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,,"In 1912 , Ukrainian workers 'in Montreal used 
their best endeavours before the Câtholic Schoo1 ' 
Corn mission so that their . chil.dren 11'Üght recei ve 
Ukrainian language instruction in the city 
schools. These efforts were realized when Rev. 
T. ' Dwulit assumed leadership of the :Ukrainian, 

. parish congregation in Montreal. Upon bis 
renewed solicitations, supported by massive 
petitions, the schoo1 authoriti.es agreed to a'_ 

-formation of four separate classes for the 
·Ukra.:i.n:i.an children who henceforth received 

,instruction in two languages. The- language of 
instruction in the rnorning was Ukrainian, an~ in 
the afternoon the teaching was conducted in 
French. Thus, aU school subjects were taught 
in these two languqges. The teachers of thiS 
bilingual schoo1 system w~re, on the provincial 
pa yroll 1. (Marunchak, 1970:149)'. 

\ 

" 

My data indicate that first the eastern Ukrainians never haèl to 

struggiè to obtain the,ir bilingUal, classes and secpnd that. these classes 
, ' , 
, -

were "taught in each case :in Ukrainian and English, '~ not· in ,Ukrainian 
, '1 , ' 

-and French as Marunchak contends • 
< • 

l' , J 

The .paper bas a bro~der framework invoiying" the I:ristorical, 
, , ' 

- , , 
'- , 

, ' 

, . 

1 ~-J 

• t1 ," • 

1 geograptrl-cal anÇi ecOl')Omic ~ckgro~d of .. ~ tJJà.airdan commuility !ri' bot:p , 
, ' 

"the western ~me$ and; in < Montréa1.. 
~ '...- ·C 

, .' 
, . 

." 

1 B~l ~ucation' in Qu~bec evo1. veq in a': very difEereIj.t ,WfJY - ~orn, 

.' bilingual educa?-on in "the wèst: Vmous. Publications- ,by such authors as 
, 

i' 

. ~'. i Lupul ClgSS) and J. Skwarok ,~(i959,)-' on, prair~ bilin~ ~~cation 
l l ' • -, ~ • ~ ,.' 

! '" 

r A ~ ,~ - , • ' 

,1 inèntidn only in pasSmg that; bi,lin~ education aIso e'xisted fu the eaSt. . 1"';' 
, , ;. " ' \ 

~' " 1 ~ , QI...;\ ;' • L < 

In . ms Master's thesis (1975) entitlSd, "The Ukrainian Community in 
. , , 
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, , . ~'~ 
Montréal" Y. Ke1ebay nowhere mentibl)S" the existence "of ~thése' special 

1- ~ \ ,~ • ~ 

• classes. Hôwevetl, N: A. Hrymak-Wynnycky, in her M~rf$ thesis "Les 
\ ,1 ~ .L ..' .' 

Églis~s Ukrainiennes "à Montr;:éal," 'deals' witb '~e rise"," 0f ~ ûtr~ 
..\ - 1 

....... ' ~ 

chl,1!'ches in Montreal' and ~ention~ an everyday, - s6hocH ,for' Ukrainian 

chil.dren" (Hrymak-Wynnycka, 1964: 45)., ' Her .g~urces were books w.ritten 
...... ,... .~' \ ,,'" ....... , '{ 

on b:iÎingual education in the 'West. The assu\mPtion has ~suauy"beeri that 
, ,. 

bqth eastem and western bil;ingual ~rams Jwere thé same. In point of 

fact, 'th~y were not.. 
" 

, , 
Review:ing the Q\lébet situation, ukram:ïan schoo~ which existed in 

'\.:' 1 .. 1 __ ~ 

'Mo~ea1 txiw~n 1910 ~d 1945 ~ere the 601y publicly ~ce<\ bilingual· 
, " 

... • r _... " " l' "-

,schools ,~ Canada at tbat .. 'time. whJ..1ec the rest .of ·Canada took awax" 

bilingual \ pr~vileges around. the 'year \916,., 'Quebec seems :fo 'have ~ 

encouraged their' classes "ioo continue. ' The urru;iuen~ss, of this .~~qt wo~ 
- ','-', ,,' - - t - 1 ..... 

prove' th~ ,topic è;>~ .ukr,~ bilingual edueërtdon in Quebec ~ important -' 

~,.. -' 

;' 

, . 1..' ~ ~ ~ , , 

," 

\ . ", '- -.. ~~ ~ 

research . tapic. ~ The fincnngs may prove te he' intere~ting for studertts . , . " ~, 

ànd scholars, on education of minority groups as weil .... /3.S pr<;>vidiiig 

',,' .~imwrtant historica1, dOcurnetltation' 'for the Ukralluan ~mm\1l1ity Jtself.:" ,', " 
j 1.. J / 
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M ETHOD6LOGY 
., 

. " t ..... 

1 i :. 

l ; 
~ \. l ' 

, ' . . " 

" . , . l ' 
" 

. ,obt.a:!ned from ' prin\àry Sources ,but both ) thé .interview methods .. , 1 

archival research w~re found ,te' ~ œœssary. "There ~ exist within 
~. ~ , 

l ' 

, the; com\1lunity a few senior members.' v/ho arrived .,in Montreal 'prior, 1:0 or 
~ ~J ~, Il ~ .- W l .. 

", du+ing thè- year' 1910., Also" a ~ge num,ber 'of .:;tdults who' were' sbldentS' 
, , ~ 

at the bilingual 'schOO'ls can' still he' fo~d., However, becaus'e ,thè 

biJ.Ï.I?gual classes were located witlün the pJ,lblic school system irt 
, r > t 

'Montreal, an attempt wa's also made· te, lotate students" who attended the. , ' . 
" ' ,,', r' l, f 

'other . s~called normal' classes wïthin these,:, schools,. A ~ of." 59 
, , 

interviews w~e conduct.ed. MQst' of the interviewees were ·Of UkI;ainian 

" 

origine 
'\ 

, , 
/ , . , 

• \"T 

, " 

• ~ 'r , , 
,l • 

The intenriews wére c~rniucted. in sùch' a way as tto allow the 
" . 

'" - ,~,.'} " ~ 'i 
... • lY JL • 1'.,. 

:iJ)terviewees 1:0 eJg>ress' 1;:he:ir own yie'ws o~. give., ll1,formation on their old 
/."'" .. 

schools. With ~ Permission of the ~rview,ees, ',somë, of ~, ';' ':, 
" 

interviews "were ';tape<;1 for' 'future' ,reference. Most' of tJ1e interviews 
'" 

reguired . several visits to complete due to the' lapse 'of time 'sinee t;OO" ,', 
, , 

~rv1ew~s, had at;ended S~hOol .. ~~~ ~e amouÎlt' of time they needed ~ 
, t' , 

reflect o~ ,the 'qu~sti.ons a~ed. This was especially' true for 1;:he , 
~"'" '~" F ~ ....... ' 

_ interviewees who . are" now ln thèir'~ nineties. A "snowball' effect," 1>Inere,' 

'" 

.. 

'. - , ' ',. , " 
" > 

each ,.interviewee was a~ed iD gi ve the researcher name'g of Peop~' of·the ,,' '- ' 
o ),:' -? • " ~ ~' • 

: 
same generation ~ho attended or ),e~ organize th~se schools, tèok 

-
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""' In my search for interviewees, ten· senior é:i.tizeI)~, were located" 
'"-:; ... 

" 

, , 

each of whom Wàs' interviewed. Unfoituôâtely, duririg " the research r 
,. "'r 

-J ' • 
" .. pér~9çl, 'five 'passed away~" Numerous Ukra:ini.an ·stu~ents fro;m that tirne . - ' . 

',' period were lOèated •. However, éinly thirty-two agreed to be 
.. 

, 
" interviewed.\ Also, four C tea-chers or Sisters who had wught in the 

;schools were lqcated. ~W0tr ~ere ~~sidiriê;J ,~. Hontr~~ ~ ~~ Ot:he~ . two 

",in Toro~to. Whi1e ,in· TorontG, two more Students were located.' Â v.isft 
, ~J,_~ 

te several Golden Age Club~"in Point St.' Charles, 
, • -- - 1 .... 

the ~rea: where: t;,.w~ of' 
" fuëse s~ools had beèn 'located, ,Uncovered thirteeJl 'senior citi.'zens or~' . . ",', \ . .' 

non-tJkr,~ origin whO' a~ded the se schools. 
. ,. 

. .. 
.' 

---:~ l , ,'\ _ ... f, ~} ~ f 

.t. 'J. _ • , <' , .... ~ <\ •• .. 

, ',. Churcp and.parlSh records, of that.ti.me ~~erë ut:iliZed. as W:~ll qS:' tpe' 

. /":~utes of m~s o~ '.~"s~- or~~~ons ,such ~s 'Ukr~" 
",1 ~"" ..... • t ,"~ b, ',~ ... , ' ..... (J 

Reacling ,S~y' 'Ptosvita (Montje~ Branc~), and ~ Ü1u:~ Sick '13~nefit ,~, , , 

~ '. '/... ) " 1 .... Y 

:. SOciety.' ' The' ar6hi~es of 1:be M6ntreal' cathollc, ,School.' Commission, _ ' 1 
J _.., 1 1 .... , ' .. , 

JI 

,t 1 ~ • " ~ 1 :. 

. Quebec's Mini.st.ry. of Education records and. PubJ,ic ~chi ves o~ Canada 
1 \,) ~ ~ .,. 

", .>were ~o studied. r In the' preceding 'doèuments" infor'~~tion was - sought 
(.. ' ... ; .J'" 'f 

, 
~ '. .-, 

'l - 7 'j / "' 

'Ion- the- . establishm~nt of these classe$' and· why théy œased to exist. 

" 

t J ~ ,,~ .... !. ~ 

certain newspapers and màgazine articles ~ritkn -in English, French or . .. 
U}trainian, œrr}fing ~y infor~ati.~~ ~ th~ ~~iStence of the~e. S9hools we:e 

\ 1 ;, ~ 

aise) reviewed: 
, ' 

\ 

sources 

r .. ~ ,.:
'. ' 

t . " 
", :.. 
~. 

'. 

~ ", 
involved an ~s,ive reseat:ch' of existing . -, ~ ~ 

ll~r~e on Ukrainians, in Canada ta !J.nd the lit:t:œ ~ data àvaÜ;"ble' on 
~ ~J :. , "1 

tilis topic anq: ta' ~ -comparative eJementS fo~ othe~ parts" of .,~. - , 

, " 

.... - 1. i: 1 . .(. 

\ 
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• 1 

, 
..:: ' ,# -.. , .. , 
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" 
cha~r II is ~ divided "iirt:o .two' secti~ns~ :,~ Th~' .first .tleta.iJ..s the . ( 

... .. J , .. .. -..-
/ trlstory of Ukrainian emigration Jto Canada a,pd the ,'s~ond rèCo~s the 

'- " .' - - -. 1 .. , 

developm~nt of education for Ukrainians in, ~lestern canada. 

e.' 
\ 

, ' , 

, ' Chapter m, gfvès a descriQtion of the different areas df Montreal in 
.' 1 

~hich tJkra.i.ni.ans settled at the ;turn of the centu.ry. Here one, sees hQw 
~ l' ~ 

an' <, urban inqustrial .. environment influences the 
r j l~ , 

developm~nt of the 
J;' \. 

Ukrainian" corn munit y in .Montreal. 
l , .. ~ , >' 

" 

f· 
1 

, - . .' 

f 
r- < 

~'~ 

r <. -•• -

.. 1 1 -- .. , 1:-. .'1 

, ~haPter rv de.als, w,ith thé biliriejUaî. Uk.rairoan"':Englisq çlasses ,:in the. 
-' - , < 

put;,uc schoo~ s.ystern: ~ Montreal;: ItoWID he shown ~ ~~ s~ 
,.. .. ,~ \,. c ..... 

classes were not oPened, as a' resUlt" of ~y speciàl etJ:ort by' diffe~ent' " . 
"' ....... _" -i .. ""~.. _ ~ ., ~., ~ _ ' ; 

.'. ',_ ~ethnic 'groupS" . but- 'r~ther . through;, the: <effortS of the ·"Frenclf. Catholip 
.. ~l.... .. .." *' ~' ' ... 

:Church a.pd the ~Montreal ~tholic 'SchooÎ Commission. , .' ' '\ 
... :' -'~t91 ... '_J~, t- .. ' .: 1 /, ~ ~ , 

, , . 

l " 

'. , 

Cha~~ v' ooncludes that .. t!le ~athol1d_ 'Chu+ch oi' Quebec~' fea~ed thàt 
! ~ i~ 

• " il .', ~ 

Ukrainians lJlay· deve10p ~ a.potentia). threat, th. the existing' ?~. 

" 

, ,... "; \ ,; 

. '.' fllbr:ùi- of--;: Quebec society' which 1 at ~~ tim~ was hea.vUy influencea. by the 
-,'- -' q 

F:rèncfr éëd:holic Church. This threat was te . be neu,fràlized by 'drawing 
. -' 

Ukrainian children into the catholic ·puhUc, schools where they would -be .... 

~ propèrIy- ~onitored by the Church. 
'., 
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CHAPTER n 

• 

ÜKRAINIANS.IN WESTERN CANADA , : 

~ 

~ REASQNS FOR LEA VING Ul{RAINE 
"J ".l, 

l' 

'. 

JI 

The first ukra:inian ;:;et±lers arriv~ :in C~da ~ the l:ai:e,'nihet.E:én,~ 
"',.!r''<t , 

~y, Thei.r' stiongest prospetity. 
" 

a 
.... ~ -

. motivatipn ~or ie:i'v:ing Ukrâine w~s'- to be free from oppressiv~ pOv,erty 
• ... ~ ~ ~ .. - l ' 1 

and "pouti~ tYF~Y'. ThE7 9ti~. reality t:hat qr~ them 1~' many ~ '0 

asking ~lly they had porne and what ~Y were d?in~, here. 

_ _. t :,. 't 

'\\~aine 'had ,been ~tioned.' iàw~~ RU5S~, to the ~t and. th;' 1 

" ' 
• 1 

AûSi:i:~Hungari.ail pro1tinces of Gallcia, èuko~yna' and Tiansçarpathia.~' 
\~ • 11. 

" . 
" 

the west. 

, ' .. ' " 
__ \, ,i " .....#" 

:It 12ct been only' \ recently, '. in 18'48, that ~erld6rn, t,iad: .JjeerÎ abo&hed 
1 r ~.. .,.'~ i.; , 

~ --' ," 

.:in Western Ukl:aine by the AuSQ:ian J:;mperçr Fer~ r: (KoStash', 
'1 ". .' l , " " ": ' .; ".' .' r f '. ' 

1~77:12). Under 'f;èrfdom ,e~p~oitation ~a~, bee;l very. ~~ ~ ~e 
1 ~ - -

~s~ sÛffered en,ormously. . They wer~ obliged ta pay, ~re'nts :in labour, . 
. 

• p:rroducè apd money to the lord 
, J' 

lU; a set:f, the 'peasant provided 

l ' \ , ... , . 
,'-

,~ ' . ./ 1_ • 

, ' 
" .. ' 

, , . , 

/ ' . . ' 

of t11e rnanor, ,the stat:e, ... and the 'church • 

,fr~' ~ur fo~ ~. ~9r4. - ~~'.-FO~~ , 

. 
J-' , 

12 ... 
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, , ' 

, flot marry 'or $end ~ c~en 'to schoo1 without ,the lord's permiss#m, 
~ , 

abd the lord eould enl..ist the setf's twelve-ye~ old ~oh in . the army at· 

will (Piniuta, '1978:17)., Military service lasted fourteen years (Himka, .' 
\ " , ., .. 

1984:16). Landlords could kill' serfs on their own authoritY or sell them , 

without the land to wtUch they were, in theory, attached ~ Him~, 
" '1'984 : Il) ) • 

, , 

The i::easants were, kept, ignorant and the violence ,u.c;ed against 
-

thern was severe. ,Before a peasant woUld bë beâ.ten, a doctor would ' 
, " \, , 

estimate h6w many. ·blows that peasant could endure without being .crippled 

or kill.ed (Himka, 1984:13). The entire politica1' influence of 'the 

, Galici.an noblli.ty was ~ec1 ~ hlnder' the dev~opmeirt:' of Popù].ar education 
, ' 

, " 

. ~ 

and ma:!ntain authority 0, In 184-2; pnl-y 'fifteen' 'percènt <15%) bf Gali.~ , ' 
, . . 

sçhool-age " c~dren, at±.ended school, whï\..e· in ,Bohemia, ninet;.y'~foùr " ,;. 

~rœ~' ~(94') 'atterlded "and 'tn all' .o'! A~stria( exclumng" 'Ga-)~pa,' -' le 

, \ l, _ ...... 

severitY-fi.'\Ze pércent (75%~ at:t.enë.ed (Himka; 1984:l,:6):.l ." '. ',. . 
~"\ " ~ 

.. . , 

The abo~hmerlt; of 'serfà~m '" b;'o~ght ah?ut ?l new life' f~ the, , -
-' '.. , 

, Uk.rainiari pe~p1e by proViding ~OF: cèltain: libertiés. How~v:èJ:", tPe act 
'-

which 
" 

abolished serfdom a ,heavy "~xatiôn !:tys~m' on' 
- 1,,' 

, . 
, tikrainians tÔ compensâte the là.nd:I.ords,. mrr~s' had', few poli~ . " -

, ~ l , 

1 j _ ., -

liberties, _ and wère 'the.refox:e powerl~ss.tQ change their position. The· , , 
~ t ~ ~ l , .- - J< 

" l' P~iish landl.ords, themse1\res,' fO,rmer sovereigns of westèrn ~Ukram~: \Ulti.l: 

, . ' 
, ~,I ( 

'- ' 

! ft . 
\ ~. \ . ~ 

,,', '.!;or:_'a, more descriPtive. aCcowlt of the ~ "m"' ,Galibi'a "'êiur.ing' 
, ~'set'fdoIll, refer to ~ Jean':'Paul Himka's arttcl.e "serfdom' i? Gal.:!-c:ia". 
, ~ (1984 ) • ' ' . , ; .,r ' -

,':l. ~ ~ ~ ~ • _/, ~ • 1 .. '-

.' - 1 \ ~ 

f \ 1 I~ 
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~ -'" Il 
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the division of Poland among A~stria, ~Prussia and 'Russia, had remained 
. , 

in Galicia, a province of Western Uk,raine, as land1ords, adrninistrators 
l ,... • 

, oJ' 

and judges ~Kos~sh, 1977:13r:.' The' el~ctdral proœss was weighed in 

fa vor of. the polish land.lords who _ rejected the notion of, a distinct 

,Ukrainian nationality ~ so "meticulou~ly suppressed its deve16pment. 
, ,. 

The Ukr~ people, dependent on agriculture for a living, had 

minimal landho~s"te divldè. among themselves. As late as 1892, the 
) 

- , 
great Polish landowners st::i:ll owned fo~y-three percent (43 %) of aU the 

- titi~ lands (Piniuta; 1978:17) ~ Stati.stics from that time show tha~ more 
o 1 r, " 

\ , / ~ 

1 :than ,sêv~nty percent (10%) ,of t,he farms were less than five hectares in 

siz~ (~ he~es, =, "S. a'cres).' ,'The Ùkrainian far~~r l'lad te keep" 

s,uPdiv:ic:li?9 his', land a~ong, mem~rs of -fds, fam.Uy which, gradtiçù1y left 

. ~ 'indiviâual ,.;"ith· toa sm~ a portionto produ~an4 ~ thé 

hai~st heqéssities of Pte. Fa~r, Bas~, .~ e~ly immigr~deScribed 
Ct - ~ 

the hardsmps:.- , \ 
~ ... , \ 

My "fath~r had ~evèri,,~hildren. '. He kja~ five' acres'· 
. of .lanq. HQw was hé 'goine] to di'Vide 'u~ that l.afld 1 

. àmorig bis chi1drenz _ ,It. was til~ h1:lIlger ,for l.anQ 
apd wood ~ 'drove'.~ple tp Canada. :Wood -~as 
sc) scarce, peç>pJ.e had to- di vide matç::hes -into two 
-or eVel1, four pieces _ bef<>re u$ing the'~ (~eywan, 
1977:7-8) 4 ' 

~, 

Rurà1 oyerpopulation aQded to the ~dsfl.ips caused by the' scarcity 

of "~d." we~rri" ukraine had long been kept unde,rdeveloped ·with no 
, " 

mé1ljor' ~ustJ;ies 'able ta absorb the rapidly growing PoPul.ation 

. ' <' Kubi:jovyc , 1984: 819 r. .i?overty forced people te' become transient' aOO 
\(' 

'. t ',- 14 ,', \ r, '-
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look $, for seasonal work iri Hungary, German! and. France (Piniuta., 

1978:18) -. T}1e majority of peasants were destitute with no hope of'" 
r 

change. The dominating classes determined that the oppressive peaséU}'t 

life would be rigl.clly maintained. Ukrainians had no effective majority·in 
1 

any government body, therefore -' the laws were never in their favor. 

~h~ls were controlled by Poles and the language of instruction was 

polish ( piniuta, .. 1978: 14 ) • Education beyond an ~mentary level was 

denieCl. In sorne v~ges, there were no schools at ail, (Keywan, 

1977:7). According to. Myrna Kostash, lIonly' fuinimal schooling was 

avàilable ta Peasants and ( because the peasa,rts had no sChooliflg, they 
- -
were always Pea,sants gèneration after generation" (KostaSh, 1977:67). 

, 
tJkra:inians of Galicia and Bukovyna were considered Austrian 

. subject::s and were forced into military service for the Austro-Hungarian 
, ' 

empire. Their compulsory service was for three years from the age 'of 

t\<>lenty-o~e '(Keywan, , 1971: 7 ~ • To escape conscription young men-

approach.lng their ei9hteenth birthday emigrated to Canada, sometimes with-
. . 

their familles, but often alone. No boy of eighteen could get à pas sport, 

, . so his plans te leave had to _ begin long before bis eig~th birthday., 

, Parents often falsified their children's documents in order ta help tnem- ' 

get out. One early immigrant remembers hi.$ plight: 

.... ,.., . 

( , 
" 

, -

.. 

~ ;' 

" 
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l i came mainly te get away from' armie~ 'and 
wars.. My older brother was.à:n the army. He 
could see that war was. coming, 50 he told me 'to 
get away, to go te Canada. l w,as" eighteen 

l '<, 'years dl.d, but to get a passport' îhad to lie, te 
say l was only seventeèn. So l 1eft fot Canada 
in the spring of 1913 (Keywan, 197i:-~). 

l '.~ - .. ---' 
-;- ~ ~'-- - ---- - . 

1 
l" 

1 
1 . 
" ' 

1 
1 

1 

'. 

" Th'è-'i.mpoverished peasants were grate'fu1. when countries ,aCFOSS the 

,- > 

L , 

--, . 

pcean opened their doors to ~m migration. They k:new very Uttie aoout 

these new countries, bût the situatton in Ukraine was so bad that the 
. 

hardship of 1eaving hom!;:! and frieIjds te venture into the unknown seemed . 
a lesser -'hardship than staying behind. , The knowledge that there was a' 

drew pe\?~e t:.è start, a, new tife 

. " oversea~;. 

- EMIGRATÎON 

• j',') 

'..J:iini.gra~on pagan aroWld 1870. The earliest groups went te South 

'America: "BY. 1879, Ukra.i.ni.arui had begun to estâblish theœselves' in the 
, ' , <::l 

uni±:.ea States (Skwa~ok, 1959:9), , Movemecl: ~ Canada began later, like1y 

by migrant Ukrainian work:ers who were in contact with Germans who 

. re€eived "letters from 0 German relatives 'already sett1ed ther~. It i.s . 
, ' 

difficult to ~rmine the exact number of U\a'~ who came'- before the . . ~. 
~ ,,' ~ ~ .... ~, 

- First· ~orld 'War' be9ause they were registered UI1det" several nationallties 
> • 

corresponcling te the, subdi. vided Ukramum states and the . peàsant1 S , 

passport, e.9'.- Galic:i.an, Bukovyruan or Austrian; '"The Ukrài.ni.ân who \ised 

" 
the old ukr~n term ";Rusynft was., ,~ ,as- Russian. piniuta 

(, '-, 
... .. ~ < c'" .. 

. wr.i;tes that Ï3et.ween 100,000 ~ 200,000 ukt~ arrived before the 

" -

, " 

- ' 

. ~ ...... , . 
'. .. , 

, ' 
• 1 , . 
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Immigration' data that no 

and \Uthen.i.ans entéred 

1ess ' than', 170,000 

canadâ, not counting 

Galicians, ,Bukovyniâns 

Ukràlni.ans who weI'e 

identi.fi\P as Aust.ria.nS, RUS~, Pales, 'Hungarlàns· and even Rum~ 
(Marunct-à, 197cn63). 

\ ' 
The 'exaqt number who entered will pro~y 

never be d~rm.ined. 

\ 
The first Ùkrainian im migrants were mostly 'peasaI!tS with litt:1e or' 

\ 

no capital and no forma! education. A sur~ey of a ~~ rural 

settJ.ement in western canada, conducted in 1917, revealed that, fifty 

percent (50%) of the 832 familles interviewed had no money at ail upon 

'0 
arrival ~ Canada and" anqther forty-two percent (42%) had 1ess ~ five 

hundred dollars ($500) (Avery, 1975: 56) • They were poor and 

dispossessed. They had suffered political, social and cultural opJ;>ression 
t 

and now were wanting, to believe the promises of Canadian officia1s that 

the ne~ land offered wealth ana' fr:ee3om. From ·1890 te, 1896 groups of 
1 • ....... '" 

Ukrainian immigrantS ~ -to'~ arrive. Frequ~y _sev~ra1_ men or 

fami.lies arri ved Jr.om the same village. , 

/. 

Th~mas 
'\ 

P!ÙY,-" , the ,Minister of Interior in the, Canservattve 
~ _.- ~, 

-administrations of- J'qhn Thompson ana Mackenzi~ Bowell, in 'cO~ati~n 

with Dr.. Osyp 01esldw, form,ula:ted a plan for the set:tlemènt of 
• Jf.. • ~ 

Ukrâinians ~ the prà;ries, of,-Western Canada '(Piniuta, 1978:20). Wilfred 

, . 

Laurier's' Liberal go~erntnent, continued- 'Çhe settlement polleY. 'fonOwmg' If 
,-.. ~ " ~ 

. -
" 
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their e1ecti.on in' 1896. Clifford Sifton! Minister of the- Interior, 
à 

ad vertised the Canadian West lthroughout Europe (Piniuta, 1978: 20) • He . . 

published pamphlets in twenty languages which pr-aisèd the soil of the 

Canadian prairies and the magnificent _ crops that could be grown there 

~Woyqenko, 1967:12). Tne campaign prornised 200 million acres of land 
r 

for new settlers in,' Western Canada - 160 acres. for each homesteader 

(Keywan, 1977:12). The Uk.rainian peasant could not begin te imagine a, 

piece of land 50 big and so readil y a vailab1e. 

, 1 

Immigration agents received a cdmmission for every immigrant (five 

dollars per family and two dollars for each member who went to Canada). 

To increase their own income they spread fantastic staries about "the ~ 

promised. land" throughout the Galician villages (Kubijovic, .1984: 820) a 

Sorne stories stressed the econornic conditions, others the political and 

rel.igious liberties, and ethers the freedom .from compUlsory military 

service. Sorne "bogus agents'· .' men not cOIlI1ected in any way with 

shipping companie5,"simply pOcketed whatever ~oney they squeezed -out of 

gullible peasants (Keywan, 1977 :20). The agents used My. means at their 

disposal, honest or not, te influence people te emigrate. No one had a 
. 

cleq.r idea of what awaited them and, no one knew. the economic, physi.cal 

and emotio?ial costs introlved. For many, the' image of Canada was tao 
l k-, • 

, . 

ofb;m completely distorted, and, -mqny haq theii: dreams cruelly shatt;ered 

upon arrival. 2 
1 
1 

l ' 

J 

2rn bis article John C. Lehr (1983), "Propaganda anc:1 ,Belie1;: Ukrainian 
" , Emigrant: Views of the, Canadian West" (Lehr, -1983) goes into qreater 

detail of why many Ukra:i.nian set:tJ,ers held. 50 rnany' er:ron~us images of 
what they would find'in Canada. 

-.. - 18 
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THE PLAN FOR SETTLEMENT OF WESTERN CANADA 

Canada's· "open door" immigration PC;licy had a spec:i:fic objective. 

canadian industrialists and the' government had ambitious plans te build a 
n 

country from coast to coast that 'would be independent from ~'1e quickly 

expanding United States of America and American business. The Canadian 

establishment wanted te 'profit from the rien natural resourœs of the land 

west of Ontario~ the minerals, lumber. and farmland. They needed à 

population base thr,Oughout the vast empty stretches of the Canadian 
• J 

interior who would develop these resources cheaply and who would he in 

the' ln arket to bu y back finished goods from these same Canacllan 

manufacturers and merchants. ' 

/ 

sett:lërs were needed to fi1l the 'tnillions of acres of prairie l.ahd 

that lay untouched and unpopulated~ , Ukra;i.nians were targetted for the 

settlement. The reru;ons can he as~um~" fr,0m the fO~OWing words of 

Clifford Siftord: 

'. 

- l 

" l t;hink B: st;:alwart peasant -in a sl1eeps~ èoat, 
- bc>m on the sail, whose forefathers have been 
iarmers for ten generations, 'with a stout wife, 
~d a half-dozen' children ls good quality ••• 
These men are workerso' They~ have· been bred 

; for' generations 1:0 work frOIn daylight to dark. 
They 'have never clone anything e1se and they 
never . expeCt te db ,anything else, '(KQstash, 
1977 : l ~) • " 

, , . , ') \ .. - .' 

.. " .-' 
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Governm~nt ~l assumed that those who farmed 'in the ·~·world • 

w-ould automati~y fJrm jn Canada. The enduranëe Ukrainians had,shown 
1 ~ "~ ... 

il:l. ~ope f1I1d the:i:i ~credible will to sur~i ve under intblerable li vfug 
, ' -

,c6ndttions - ~as pre~'eh.y, what the governlllent expected te profit ~om on 

the 'homesteads out we$t. 
1 ~ 

, ! 

. Ukrainians Sel~" their hOI1lesteads 

another. The i~port:aAce they placed upon 

,~I" ri 
ID order. eo stay close i> one 

ci 

being. together infiuenced many 
, \ 

'to make'the error oflsettling on worthless land. Others, remembering' , -

th~ shèrtage of \'?0o:d back in Ukraine, chose bush land to suppry ,wood f~~ 

bui1djng~ ~ 'fuel \ (PWuta, 1978: 21). Government officials tried to 

. persuaqe the immigrants ta go t.o tJ1é open prai.ti;es where f~ less land , 

cleaIjng had to be dqne. However, mistrustful of governll!ent:- offi:~ 
1 ~.. \ 

back h.om,~, kld alxeaq1y decei ved about life in Canada, Uk:ta..:4rians made 

;., théir own de~ions. -IWhate~e'r- the reasons, 'none -viere pr:epar~ '~or, what' 

awaj.ted them. ,-
1 ; 

, " 1" . " 
" ' 

The iII\migrarit's . st worry, was shelter. Often 'they sim ply . âug:.' 
w " ;:' r q" , 

I~ .. ( t 

'hole~ .in- the ground orl,put together rude huts from tl'ie tree~ aIXI branches, _ 

llIlW'~y COtMb.d-their fust hom~s •. Deœrmined ~. suc:<:eecl. ~:, 
settlers -laboured uni:elttingly bath on their homesteadS apd at any ~r 

. l ,- < ' -
.- > (.." ... ~ \ 

, , '. 

" , 

- " 
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; 
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avai)jilile jobs. The W#icUlties ,of, a<:Ja~9.·00 the ~~' envirbl,'1~e~ 
l - .. "" .. ~ r ~ J, • f _-- ,_ ) ~ r 1 

and of securi.ng- enough, money tO 'stlrvi ve ,forced ,many tp seek temPÇ>rary 
• 1· ~, • ~~ : --

employm~nt in 'mining 1. harvestirig,i ~1:lm~rmg and ràh.road cdpstruction 'r 

(Avery, 1997:16). -
~ 

" 

" 

. , ...) 

construct the nati.o~ dream.·' Railway < ~ompanies, ri~ed .workers, ,chea~. 
, . 

, .' 
• • 1 

1 r workers:' 

l' 

.ô The bllil ding of th~se lines requirêcf 'a pool' of 
~h~p labour, prepared to endure the deplorable 
conditions of construction life. ". b,lot' ·surprisihg- , 
1y, ~e'" railway cG>l!Ipanies favour~ the employ
ment of, European settlers in' ràilwày., construç
tion especially since Ukrainians aJXl' othèF ',groups , 
'had proven themselves' to he "obed:i.ent' and 
industriouS" because of their pOverty (Avery, 
1975:5(5).' , . ".' , 

, 
;CXNAOIAN ESTABLISHMENT REJEÇT UKRAINIMi'-SETTLERS, ' 

! J 

, ' 
1 ~ '_ '~, \ 

" , ... 
.- -,. , :- , 

'I 

, , 

" . " 
" 

1 r "1 

l,' • \ 

",' ~hl:! gOVe,mm~nt',:~g~ed froDJ.' the ., ~~rls work:" ~owever~ "thè' 
" 

!; ... ' 
'- , 

" 

t " , 

" , 

.,' 

.. 

, i 
1 

1/ 

" ' \ ' - ,,' 

~ '. :',' established C~dian populatiop CÜ!3 n~L ~~~y . w~. ~$e 'néw, 

',,' 'fot~~s. '~e~~paper: ,ar1:tclès :'voiced " tl,le'< ·publiè's· ~oOsity. The, 

"0 

" .' , 

, . 
1 ' . ~ !, 

, } 

... ~. '.. • _ .. ~... '\. ~ \ ~ 1\" l .. l ' • ...... M '1'1" 

: < w:t.n:ldpeg OailY, NQr-Westèr~' in Se~m.be~ 1.897, ~cluded,~ese prejQdicia1 , 
, ..... \ " . ~ ~ 

state~~ ~J~ :editorial: l' 
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" The ,du'tnpirig' down of these filthy,' penniless and 
,', ~: :ign~rant ~or~i,gnerS'dnto 'progressive and 'i.ntelli

, gent, communities is a ,serious hardship to 'such ,a 
, community'~ These 'pèople... bring, 'with them 

.. ' L' , \' 

, 1 

\ " . ' ,~ 

" , 

~ , '; ~ease in alnlost every' consignmel)t. ~. and their 
,dirty, habits render the' stamping out of infeçtion . , 
amçng the~ a, very ,difficult matter... It èanno~ ,,' 
~':too emphaticilly repeated that the peoplè of 
Mimitoba want no" such, "settlers" as ~se j 

" " a 
nGalic:i.an~" (Keywan, 1977:37). " 

," 

British Canadians fearJci th~ dilution and contartaii1.:;ttion ot' ,ev~yt:bmg , .' ,- :,' , 

'they 'consid~réd typically Canadian. They co~ net see ho,,! the ;'filthy" 

~ple 'arri:vmg in tœir immigration halls - in odd ~native dress would . ' 

possibly fill the void of' the cjreat west. '~krainians were looked upon as 

the,' least promiSing for nat:j.on-building. '\3hat was tbtally ignored, was 

that these ':oew" farmers had, travelled thousândS of mUe$ in third~!;?s" 
, 

'accomodations te ë;i, ~d they didn't know much about, l:?ùt wer~' ready .1:0 ','" 
, ' 

, 1 

: ' spend ::'thili energies culti vat:i.ng " 
" . 

,', 
'. " , '. t 1 ~ , : 

, ",,' l' ,:P~otés~ cont1nùed fu ,'the ',pres$" and f~om Member~' of parl.iBmen~ •. ' 
, ~, ,,' " 

'l' ~hey 'strongly: sllggested that the future of the country WqS ih jeopçîtdy' 

, " ,-' 
, . , 
, " 

" . 

, ",' - J , ;.. '\ ~ .' _' ~ , " , 

, beCause" of, the _kind of J;e6p~e', settling the. West. Fr~ Oliver, the , 
, 'J, • 

'Honourable MefOber for Edmonton ~ ~'1902, . ~ •• ,'.~~ 'is !l~ces$ary 'tnat 
" ,1 '... '--

" 'àewement' should he, as much as' possible l : ~f people 'nQ:t ,only muëh like ' 
~ '" .' .. ~ .., 

'6urseÏ.ves, not only, in' âdeas of" ci~ation but: als~' in politicaJ. l,'" 
t ... 1'1 ,~ 1 - l ,j 1 ~ -

.. 1 " " ,..~ 

'tr~ditipns; ~ ~'-Other', words thit ~e' sho.ulJj draw upon' t:t{e Brit:i.Sh is~t:' 
.," • ' '} ~ - - ~ ~" ..,', 1 .:_ 

/~~ müch as 'is po~sible for tqe westet:n' count.J;y" ,( Pppowiçh" 1971:20::-~1). 
~ K \ ~ ,1' ' .. ' l, / ~ ~I t'" 
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Political 'leaders falled to rea.J.4e that not all sett:lerl=i --would Qe ready :t:o' ~ ~\ -, 
, t '..l' 

l '. " 1 ' _: l "J l..f· " " ... \ 

face the œrdships of settling in WestePl Canada: ' Eastern European , . -, ' 
\ , ' , ,. ~ .... 

was oceurring as a c;ns'equence of the failure" 
,~ .. l ' ," 

im migration te 'the 1;'X'airles 
, , 

" , 

of 'French Canadians ~d 
, ,'. 1 d " 

Ang1p-Celts, te set:tl.e there, (Pettyshy~"",,' 

1978: 77),. The, ,Eastern" Euro~ans came from 
" , 

countrj..es where inferilir" , 
• " "l , 

land had been:"~ cultivated for centUries, and many were "wil.l..in9- te make 
, ' 

- , ~ .. • • ,t ., ) " 

<II. ' , ," ,. 

any' sacrifice in arder to obtaln_ land for themselves and their' children" 
JI' ,- ~ 

l ' " '. , 
(Avery, 1977:',1É»." ,An ~yewitnéss ,ad'count by a Mr .. Christoph~rson, Chief' 

, ~ ~ \. l " ~ ~ J # .., \ 

'-
of, C.P ~'R" c61(:>ni;zati.ô~ .. ~ '~oritreal, 'describes the" Ç<;>~tiôns,< of ~ment .. ',':. 

, " . ' 
, llfe nea~ 'Yo~kton: sa,skatchewan:' 

, 'J. , -

\ 

,r 

" . , 

" -

, ), 

-
• 'r , ' -

• l ' II~ 1 

r. ',Eâch, f.~inily was brought ta their land. grant' .on' a~-
",~ ,d,rlz'Zly, , cold, la1=e autumn day and ,1eft afllidst , , , 

• 1 .. ~ 

" , 'thidk 'poplar bush, without. she1ter of any ltind': , 
Ne Anglo-Saxons in 'Yorkton took littl,e'",interest . , 
in . those st:i~ge' people ~ . in fact we forgot· ail .' '",' 
about thel,Il, but after that. extreme1y cold an'd :,:" 

',' 

, 
\ " 

" 

" 

. 

. 

-

1 , , 

, lo.ng wintér we were amazed to see that they had 
,'sé'mehow survived, ?J1d were ooming, out of th~" ;, J" 'l. /\ 

r' , 

'/ 

< dugOuts to begin chopping down th~~ trees for log 
cabins and to Cleat the lafla (Ukrainian Golden 

,Age Club "Tryzub" 'of Môntreal, 1979:33;-:34). 

l~.... ..",1.... • -
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J ~'_, lm migration officials knew that British sett1ers, 
, . the very. peOP+e : ' , ' . 

~ '" 1 .. j '."~' ~ ~ \ j ~. 1 

be :' unab1.e to' ~ar the difficultles, of ': ' 
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. Bp'6 one, h~ "only te be thrown into" Po~gt, \~th 

" , , 

" 
, 

, 
these people here te be é!-ssured tnat j:hey a~ net 
likely ,t:'.o leave t1:leir po~i~ns' of _ ease and ',' 
comfort upon EngliSh tarrns, and ,assume, ,cheer..,i .'~ 
fully th~ ,alleged responsibilities attache'a ~:-' 
piopeer life in. ~ new' country... the project to 'u 

:induce them to ernigrpte te" Manitoba and the 
-t, 

: Nor:tl)west 'rnight, ih' my humble opinipn" 'be " 
. abandoned (~o~W'ich,<.,1971:21) . " 

, ~, 

Ther~o~e r 'Bespite : the ;1 strong prejudia:.e of' Briâsh~' c~~ruaris' , , 
Ukr~s ' continue<l ~~ àrrive and build the west, even' ùn.de~ seve,rè , 

- . 
• , ~ f ,~ , ' 

- hardship. _ - The pe~.sants, howéver , w~ted· conditions tq be different for 
, /" ' 

.... .. .... ~, 

t:J:'leir childr~. The first g~er$ltiop m~y have had te ac;,cept strenpo~' 
.., ..", 

': physital: work but -t:hey di.d' not want the' sàme 1;~r, the- 'n~xt -9ener~tion. 
" '.. ~ .. # ~ 

,", '. ":The pi.~neer~ were quièk. td realize th~ opPortùnities. availab~e to their 
" .. • - l ' - • \ JI.., ~ " >. '~en if t,heir childral 1earred English. They, "also r~ili..zed ii: was , . 

l. 1 .1 , t W 'l' ~ '!I 

" ~ 'possible te .g~ a, ~orl1lal éducation in thl.S new co~ry •. 

, . 
", 

, ' 

" 

. \ 

'1 ~ , ~ ... 

, ~ , 

_, Education, in ,the ,homeland hpd,! ~n denied tO t:he' Ukrainian peasarit, 

t!'terefO~~ in- C~ag~ he wanted te 1fùœ adv~~e ?f tile', ,aJ~llitl- '~f ' 

schooli:' 
", 
, ,." 

. ' 
, " 

~
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.. 1 • "'1 , 
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" 

'. The arrival,~of the new 'Ukraiitian setUer~;' to' C~da created ~ a 
". .. :': , ' ~ ) w, _ '~ " ~ 1 ~,- ... -\t • , .' ~' 

.'' 

',' 

-; 

l, 

" prol?1em~ in' erlucation;' Schdo~<a.nd ,teachers were, requir~ 'for ·thou~ânds 
, t ~ , ~..' \" , '.... ~ 

, "Ç>f Ukrainian chi1dreri.who knew no English'.: -'..zfud'in most of the"ar~a.S'·' 

>1 1 

, , .... , ~ ,.' ' 1 ~ , 1- 11 • 

'J ~ , i"' '. t 1 l ' .. ,,' ~ J - .. ' J • 

pqpukted : by " Ukra:i.nl'.alts,,· .' th~re " were '·no -schoolhq\lses at àll.' RecOràs 
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show Ithat dernandS. by Ukrainians to Pt'ov~e an education for tbeir 
, ' - /, - , 

cmidren began' before the' end of the 'cl.nèt:eent:h ~entury. In 1899,' 'c. w., ' 

~rra' wrote' a~ut the C~lo~y of' Ukra:i.n.ians Settl~' northeast of' 

, ' 

Trrere -is. no public. schooL' of' any' kind in this, 
'co1ony, alt}:lough there ~e .aoo\lt Î25 children' ,of 

," School age: Therefore, the neçes sity , lof the 
: : eS,t:ablishrnent' of English-speaking' schools must, he 

'aI;'parent, as 'this seem% to he the wü versa! wish 
of the ,Galici.aIÎ 'Colonies' that have " been 
establishéd , (Pop9wich, ,1971: 23}. - " 

- , 
\ 

Thé prooominantly rural environment slo~ed the ~œ of langu?lse',~' , 
.... ~ fl ~ \ ,~ 

l ,~cgl.lisition. ' The' immigrants learI1ed '1:.0 'get by with a limited number of 
, - - , ~ 

J ' ,( ~ ~ f / • \ 

Engl;ish wo~ds,. B.eyÔ~d.' this, '~age aO::pi.sitiqn, was n~, facilitateci.' i' 
l , 

l ' . , , 

Recc?grù.zmg the disaÇttantage, in not knowing the lfmguage, 'most 'of the " . ~ , , .... "" _ \ - ..... 

\._ ,_-_ \ \ 11 ~ • ;- 1 ~ ... ~\ \\~'II\I'~ 

,immigrants' resolved' that their childrên -'would net '1 be similar1y l ' 

; , f " '_" '. -';,' '- 1 

hanâicapped~ -Bùt theii reso1ve came into 'confliCt with ~e' goveFnmeht's' 
" . ~ • \ \ '1/ ..' ~ _ /' 

pr-iOr'Ïty ï ,which, was merely ~ settle uninhabited areas. Thê 90vetnm.é~t " 
1 . ' , ~ ) "" J 

did _litt1.~ te organize;' schools apart from, defïn:ing " school 1 di.stri~. " " ,~ 
- \ , • • t J 1 ~ ,1 ~ 

, j , 

Children. were grpw,ing' up with no for,~al education _ and tho,se who ~d 
1 r ~ 1 \ ... -... 

emigrated as~ 10 year o~ were in the worst position. By the ~e .à",' ~~ . " 

l,' 

, I, 

<& D ... \ " .... / 

sChool waS opened' in their sett1ement, many were in their 1:eèns, '?U:ld. " - ',> ' , 
" -, - '. " , -

therefore old enoùgh 'to work'on the hoinestead or eÎsèwheie;~' ~I was -~ht:., 1 -', ""',,;.,, 

r _ ....' ~ \' '"\ -

1 ... /, - \ .,of' ~ ... L , .... '..... \ • ~ \ ,1'" - 1 \ ~ ... ~ j ~\ 

,~ year,s old wh~~'we ·came to canada. That ~as'1902 •. Tl'}ere 'was n~ school 'l'· ,) 

-'- './ 
c,1' -_ 

At: ~~ 1;' ~ad to: go ,oUt,: ' in the' ~~ until. 1912. , ' Sc l never w~, ,. 
and work'Qn, the ,raiiroaéln : (Keywan, 1977:122,). -: '" .; 
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, Eaucati~Ii developed" at a very' slow ,pace becëi.use wérking on the 
1 J' ' " , , 

farm conflicted with building_ sçhools and fi..nc1ing teacheis. 'Survival took 
" - , 

0'1 pr~ced~nce. The solè, éxcePtion~ were children of immigraritS hom~-, 

steading in regioris a1ready ~ell: pepuJ.ated ~y ëarlier non-Qkramtan 
'. 1- _ ' \ ~ ~ ..... 

settle~s. Here, schools ~eady ,existed and sorne Ukrainian: childr~n' did' 

~"'''''d ( a;~l ., 
-

" ' 

, ~' .... .-
, 

as a parp.a:!. solution, ta 

which" -~ainians 
. 

were 
_ _" <t 

expe~c~. The French. ,crtholic, cle~gy could net underst:.ana wh?, -

",' Uk.rainian people, who c1aimed té be' of the C~o1k faith, refused to 

have -anyttrlpg' to do with the Western Canadian Catholics. They' were 
. , , 

una~are of the situation, b'~ck in Ukraine, wherè Ukraihians considered the 
, , - , . 

~~ Rite a9' .sy~ànym·ous with "opprèssor. Il Any tJkraJn:i1m ~hQ',became -a':' -

catholic of tllEf' Latlp Rite was labelled "~tynnyk, '~~ which name, 50, far' _. 
~. - \, ,~... " 

~ , ~ - , . 
as Ukrai.niaris were- co;ncemed, ~±9D~ just- as weil ha,ve bëen '"national 

1 ~ 
.. > -

eile~y" ' , (~9Powich~ ~971:25) ~ : T~~", ,~rn-Ritè pr,actfced by, 'the 

Ukr~,1 ~e'r~tia~- ~m, froin' the!r Polish ~rs -who, thrOt1gh the 
" : _ f '1. \',','" -- M r ~ ~ 

yeai~ ~ ,had tri~ to 'd~stroy '~a:irüan national consciousness by forcing' 
'~ , "\ .. ' • ,_ .-. \ .- 1 / 

'tdie f Latin Rite Ûpon them. ukX~ had for cent:J.iies attempted te). 
, , , e J \ . ' \ ~ 

pre~erve their,' identi.ty -thtOUgh reJ.:!.gious autonom-j' and. so ~eir arrl.m.osity 
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The following exœrpt from an- article' submitted by a > canadian 

pioneer t:o Svoboda, a ukr~ ne\ispaper 'puWshed ,in the U. S., reveals 

the Ukrainians' suspicions: 

.-
The French catholics have already extended théù' 

. paWflI and are quite convinc~ 1;hat we will soon- : 
'he within théir grasp.. As yO\1 can see, fellow 
'Ukrainians, the se are people who are prePaP,ng 
ta destroy us. Slow1y we are being' led into the_ 
Latin rite; systematically we will hé 'forced te 
adopt the P61ish ton9}le unti.l f:inally' we ,will he 
Latynnyky-rosary mumblers; and sçap,ular 
wearers (popOwich, 1971:26))'. " 

" .. 

for a tinte, Archbishop Langevin in Manitoba' œlieved that the Latin' 
- '1 ~ 

Rite priests could handle the Sib.latio?' .Reverend A. Lacombe, O.M.l., 
, , -

~OnglY' disa~eed in a ~r to the Arcl?bishop: IIN~". nev~r w~ w~ 
he' able to ~etàin th7se good ~ple' within the . Gat:nolic Church by 

~ '. ~ 

endeavouring te do so through ~e Latin Rite" (Popowich, 1971:26). The 
" . ' ,\ 

priests wanted to find othei: priests from interesteQ religious' 
" , 

~ " ~ .. .. ' - - \ ~ 

'congregationS who wpuld 1earn ,the UJci:ainian, ~age and 0 even ~e, 
• 1 

" ' 
1 

; \ 

,The etfort to fill the educational void in 'the' new commtÎnities was 
--1 

, laurtèhed by ~~ F~ench ,C~ hier~chy k the ',' ~eSt and bt' va:i:i<;>iis 
1 • • 

, .' English' 'prOt:ef?1:a;nt ch~ches. These churcbes 'set·up missi~nS in the Po9r 
• - .' - .. 1 

(Skwarok, 1959: 24 ; Keywan·, 1977: 123) • They,. • ' ,,' 
- .. ~ _ ... ( , ,1 " 

_ operated private ~chools in which a limi~:,number ~ ch:ildr~ ,~deél' ' 

-and r~ instruction. St:i:ll, attendance was ÎJjr~ ~u'se most of 'J' 
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. ' the children appeared only if they were not needed at home. The parents 
- t, 'i 

worried about trie unillnguàl English-speaking teachers who arrived in the 
\ , 

Ukra.:ini.an districts to teath only English. The settl.ers regarded these 
1 

teachers as instruments of the .government's assimilation plans. Speeres' 
" 

" -
comments show their feelings were justified: 

" The people are very anxious' to Iearn our 
language and ways an4 this is particularly the 
case ,with the Galidans who have even 'adopt:ed 
Canadian dress and discarded their traditional 
cost:lp'pes. They will soon become absorbed in 
our. Canadian nationality (Keywan, 1977:126) •. 

According ~ Zonia Keywan, the view of Many provin~ èÇlucational 
.. ' 

a~orities, and most of the Anglo-Canadian public, was that schools in 

im J;llig~ant colonies should serve las vehicles for speed y assimilation 

, (Keywan, 1977 ;.127) • 

In ,Saskatchewan, Scho?~ 'Inspector, Ander~~m urged that immigr~ 

"children be taught by IIg00d strong ,types of Canadian ptanhood and , ' , 

. , woIri~ood who would mouJd their' young charges" tO fit 'canadian life ~d 
,. .' 1 \ '\' \ ' • _ ." • , .' -," 

~deals" (Keywan, 1977:127). Ukrainians' were -qW.ck te notice 'which way 

'the ~u~ti.on system ~as 'head.ed, ·for'·old frfg~ mem~ries were héing 
, 1 \ ". • - \ ' , ' 

. '" "stirred' 'ûp of the ~oles ,cinci' R~Siarts - bàck home who- had rule:i over' 1:h~m . 
l '" 1 .- ~ l ,1 " -

-, and 'who 'rntd 'had si~i.l.a:r notiéris"'of m~g them' fit ~e sys~m. 
, ..., , l. -
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Education in Manitoba • In '. ~to~ the fears of sorne Ukraimans were 
L 5 

~y appeased by the sign.:iJ:lg ?f the Manitoba School Act in 1897" also 
, - " ' .", 1 • 

known as taurier-Greenway Agreement. It stated: 

, 

When ten, of the pupils speak the French' 
language, or any other language than English as 
their native language, the teaclüng for such 
pupils shall be conducted in {l~~Ch or such 
languagE;!, and English upon the .. gual system 
(Marunchak, 1970:117). 

Ukrainians in Manitoba supported the bilingual schoo1 system., The 
" 

first Ukrainian school district, Galicia, was 'formed in 1899 (Lupul, 

1982:216). Ukrainian ~ts wanted their children to know Eng:lish -aïid 

'Ukrainian and to keep their\ own culture and religion. A request was 

made to train teachers to satisfy the demands of the parents. Only four .. 
. 

Ukrainian teachers had landed in Canada with the '§ett1ers before 1900:' -

(Marunchak, 1970:115). Obviously, more were needed. 
" -' 

... ~ 

Qt:her national groups suppo~ a billngual sdhool ~ystëm for 
, , 

(, -

Ukr
' .. 
8lJU.all.S • In Winnipeg a separate cbmmittee, _ the GaHcian Educaô.6n-,. ' 

Committee, '.was formed. It w~ composed of non-Ukra:in:i.ans ànd inc1u~ 
, 

many distingu:i.shed citizens such as Ven. Archdeacon Fortin and J.F. 

Fo\tller, r. Chairrnan ,of the Win.rrlpeg 'S~ool Board {Mar\:!Ilch~, 1970:i~6j.~ 
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Thi.$ -: Committée supported the derl\and for Qilingual teachers for the 

"Galici.an schools", demanded subsidies from the provincial and federal 
, 

gov~ments for these schools and stressed the necessity t of tetching 

chi.1dren not onl y the official, language of the countJ:;y,. but their own 

language êI-? weil (Marunchak,. 1970: 116). 

In 1903 John Bader:ski was -appointed organizer and inspecter of 

Ukrainiah and polish bilingual schools (tupul, 1982:216). Baderski 

noticed that attendance improved 1,lI1der teachers who spoke Uk.rainian, and 

recommended. lia speci.al preparatory school 'for 

< Gilician-EngJ,ish; teachers", aU the more i~~-':- the 

situationH of schoo1 districts, made ~-dlfficult "ta obtain 
-;, *~ 

bllingual 

"isolated 

qualified 

teachèrs (Lupul, 1982: 217 ) • As a rèsult, ~1an;i.toba opened a special 
, . 

, 

\ 

• .. 

, 

schoo1 to train 'bilingual teachers on February 16, 1905~ in W,innipeg. It .,. 
, r. ~ 

( , . " 

_ became officia l1 y kno\f)n as the "Ruthenian Tra:ini.ng School"' (Marunchak, . '. 
, '~" _.1970:117). - In 1907, tHe 'sch~1 was transferr~ to 'Brandon, Manitoba, 

where it 'functioned until 1916, when the bilingual system in the province 

w~s abolished (WoycenkOi 1968:89; Marunchak, 1970:148). The steady 

supply of bilingual teachers from the' Training School enqouraged districts 

'" without 5chools te erect buildings and begin bilingual education. In 
, 1 "~ .. r'~ 

Mçmitoba, by ~905-r there were 111 districts operating bilin9)lal schools 

and emp10ying 114 teachers with an enrolment of 6,513 pupil5 (Skwarok, 

• 
1959': 5,3) ~ BY,Janùary 1911, tJ1e first off:ieial demand to introduce 

"-

teac~ in the' Ukra:i.n:ian 4\nguage in winnipeg '5 public schools was 

, 
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recorded (Kovacs, 1978:111). ln 1913 the government ~published the first 

Ukrainian-English reader with an English text on one page and, the 

UkraIDian translation on the other (Skwarok, 1959:106). For the tinte 

being the schoo1, problems in Manitoba seemed res61ved. 

o 

Education in Alberta and Saskatchewan: A different situation existed in 

what wa9 later te become Saskatchewan and AJ..berta. Regulations Î1l all 

three western proviftces permitted a certain amouht' of bilingual <;>r . ; 

foreigr. language instruction. Manitoba per~itted full-scale' bilingual 
", 

. education in any language and English, and Ukrainian was often' the 
, . 

language of instruct.ion., In Alberta and Sask2ltchewan, the teaerung of 

Ukrainian was permitted ',in. c1assroom~ between 3:00 and 4:00 :in the 

afternoon {Marunchak, J.9 7 0: ll5) •. 

\:; ~ - ... 

So!De attempts were also made to ec;lU~te: the iqunW'rant outside of 

the 'formfl seho?l system ... ·A French 0~té"P~er from' St~ Joachi.rn's 
, 

par:ish ~ in Eâ~onton, Fà:th~r. Jean, had come, into contà~ ~w,ith young 

Ulq'ainian girls', numbering aro~ three huridlred, who had ~arri\red in 

canada with no familles ( POpèwich, 1971: 32 L, It' took .. gre~t cou.rage for 
1 j ~ ~ 

'an 'unmarri~ wpman from Ukraine bj ~ome ta ç~ ,alone. ',However, 

Sorne single wornen had bèeh ins'pired by the, ag.~ért::i.Sements 'or "steries 
, ~ >-' -- ~ 

" . 
" 

circulating, around the villages and yearned for .a change 'in t!leir lives. - ,. ... 

o • • 

" They 'usually ·.had· even· less education and , .. 
,i , 

l'I)on~y ~ the ~en." ,11'1' 
l' ,f ,- • "' .... J 
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Canada, th~ -la w did not allow a woman te· claim a homestead of her own. 

Therefore, 1 she had no skills ether than housekeeping te trade for wages 

in a caÎladian city. - Fatll(~r Jean feared the girls he- met in, Edmon~n 

would ,he easil. y exploited. He recruited the teaching assistance of 

Siste,rs from 'the-----leli~OUS congr~ation of the' Faithful . Cornpariions of 
. ~~ 

Jesus, Çll1d in February. -l90l, or:gà.rrized a night schopl, where thrée-

evenings a week" tlfe.se g:4"ls attended classes in English , religion and 

~diçr2tft.s (Popowich, 1971:32).' 

ln 1903" Archbishop Langevin arr:aÎ1ged for the first Okra:ini.an 

Basilian rnissiçmaries and four teaching Sisters to. come te Canada and 

settle in Edmonton' (Skwarok, 1959: 24). 'l!hey teok over the existing 

Ukrainian 'Girls' Night School o~gani.zed in 1901, by the Oblate Fathers. 

During the next eight months, the Ukrainian teachlng Sisters spent mo~t 

o~ their tiine in acguiring the English language under the supervision of 
, ( , 

tPe FaithfÙl Companions of Jesus (Skwarok, 1959:26) and teaching yO\l119 

,Ga1i~ < ,working gil:'ls cateéhism language. 
\ ' 

(Popowich, '1971:41). 
1 .. ~ 

By the end of 1902, Bishop Legal began' plans fbr two schoo1s in .., 

opposite parts, of Edmonton to accomodate aU Ukrainian ,children. The 
, . 
schools would be conducted by the, Sister 'servants once' they learned.' 

'Engli~h and aawirecà the necessar? pedagOc;p.cal tiaùù.ng. 

'-
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In 190~, one of the four Sisters died,' and in 'July, 'a decision was 

taken te move the three remainiilg Sistèrs to Beave~ Lake, Alberta. The 
-~~- q 1 , 

decision did not follow ,the' planS' Bishop Legal 'had envisioned for" the . 

, 'Edmonton communit}l'. Reasans for the move ar~ not 'Clearly given. One 
• 

,possible explanation is that the Basilians owned a hÇ>mestead and' had ~ 

begun construction of à log :-~hin to serve' a1:1 a co~vent for' the Sisters. -, 

An unfinished log cabin greeted the S1sters and in order te surVl. ve, they 

had té do the heavy, physi~, labour of ail early pioneers. T~e ~as 

little time to 5t!Jdy English or set up a school. But by 1904, a small 

~! ~gan te setve as à classroom for Ukrainian children. It was a 

.' :daily school serving the locality ,and outlYm9 districts, and soo~ sixt Y 

children 'W~~e attending (Skwatok, 19?9: 28) .. Only crampe(} quarters 

prevented the school from accepting more children. 

• 
• 1 

-!: -The - rna]Or~17~' of par~ntS' in Albertà e~pected the, same pri v.ileges 
, " 

• 

,with:in :thèir' publi~ schoois as existed :Ui Mimitolia. ':l However, ,the, ~_ ' 
goverrtI1tent of. Albe~ fumly xefused the ide~ of bilingual. schools. FqJ: , 

~-- .. , 

'a_long '~me,' the Ukra:i,n:!.ari publid >stI1Igg1ed with Alberta's Department of - , , 

- . ' 
Education for bilingual;' school? and, tea,chers in, thosè' s~rnents where 

'. , 

the ch:iJ..dl:-en' of Ukrainian parentage -constituted ,a m.ajority (Marl,lIlChak, 
, ( , \ 

1970.1,4_2) • In, the years 1~09 and 1910, :peter s.varich of Vegrev.ihe" 
\ 

ttavèned aboUt organizing school ~cts on h~ own initiative ,and: 
.. ' 

.;without' offichl awroyal, (Piniuta, 1978:123)." ~y 1912, 90 U1g:"a:in:ian- "~' 
, ' 

_ school districts had been organized in, AlbeJ:ta, and by -1915," there wei"e 
< 

,130 (Skwarok, 1959:53). 
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Cobst;ruc.ting ;'schools- proved te. he easier than supplying teachers. " ' 
, ,~ 01 .... 

- \ ~ .. 
· At that time, it 'was difficult just; tp find Anglo-Saxon. teachers .~ DUring' 

" 

-r-.œ<jUlar school hours, ~. teachers who were·' available used both the;; 
, , JI .... \ .. 1 

English ~d Ukrainian langu~ges for irtStruct.i.on. According te the Allierta 

Public Schools Act, Ukrainian was permittec1 only .. after the <;>fficial schQol 
1 

hours ( Piniuta', 1978,: 12 4) .' 

attention, these' œ,.Chert were 

, 

When' brought to' tUe school inspectOrs' 
\ • l " l ~ ... ~ \ \. , ,'\ ~ 

reprimandeO, but many failed. ~ comply. 

PROVINCIAL PARTY POL TICS AND BI GU'AL EOÙGATION \ 
\ , 

1 

.. 

In Alberta: The ~gg~e for blli.n~ai schools .in' Albèrta" became c10sely 
, , ' 

~ed ,witJ1 provincial party politics, of 191 . .3; In 0J2POsition, te " the' 
, - *" •• 

Liberal ~o~ernment's r stn.cti.ons on.1:he te~ching of Ukrainian, Ukr~ 
" ,',', ," .. 

· /' 

· , 

èrn~t:e$i' il:rlepéildent candidates "in, five eleCtoral ridings, {P:UUuta,-

, ' 

.' , 

'. 

.The Liber party, establishmè~t; :traditionaÙy supported by 

esent;fûl' of 'thiS', sl1bw of independence. ,The blame· 
.... .... .. " ~ \; ( ,,\ - - 1" ' 

p~ced squareiy,'.on th~. ~houldérs of the' province's bilingtial teachers. 
.. .' -, ~ ~ ... .' .. ,' . 

. ' , ' 

" , 
-:. ": \ 

- _..-, 

, . ' 
" . 

\ j 1 _ .: 

- " 

.. ,. ,1 

. -. , -

SepteW?er, 10, ~91-3, did its part-~ blame 
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••• In ail these disturbanœs the Ruthen:ial'l 
teachers were taki,.ng. the 1ead ••• ' The' Rutheniail ( , 
teachers' have only: one. ,idea, ând that is to 
instruct the childrèn and paI;~ts that as fhey 
were persecutea :Î;Tl Galicia by Polacks t in Russia' 

".by Russians, 50 they are ~rse~ in canada 
~ , 'by ':English fanatics... We, an saw. teachers 

'Cz~rner, _ s:Ytnik, Bozik, Mykyttuk, etc ••• on the' 
pJ.atforms ~t Vegre ville aI;ld ,Mundare' ~ to' • 
,peopl~ and '~g, J t;hem that the xvl.e" of the'. 

, Eng~h .... cowboys is 'fi.I:ù.shed; we are now, in 
"charge" ~e are a nation able to govern' our own· 

rnat:ter$ etC ... (Keywan, 1977:128-12~). ' 

" 

- -1 

, -

Amidst aU the contro'i'etsy, only one candidate" Aridrew Shandro" a 
_ 1. 

Russophile, was e1~ (Pini:uta, ,1978:124). Jqhn .~oy1E7 fr01l1 the 
. 

'Ukrainian ~tri~, -o~ Smokey Lake was appointed Minister of Education. 
~ , . , 

" , 

.. ,-...p 

i' 

According to el~ctoral la w Boyle. had tp he reèl.~ in h:is own rièling' t:Q '. 
~ , 1 ~ , '--. :"\ 

retain his cabinet post. The Conservat;ives p.rt: the pressure on to def~t' 
• 1 - ,,1 1 ." ~ 1 ",_ 

, ' ., ...' 1 

Boyle and. he turned to Peter S,varich.f?r help. Taking, advantage. of" thiS . 

situation, Svarich Plt certain âemarKls on Boyle if he' want:éd bis aid and, 
- , 

1 

Svarich~'. an inflJ,lBntial .member of the Ukrainian 
~ .. t 1 ..... '" , 

corn munit y , convinCèd the. voters ta· back Boyle. In .. return ,:BOY~ 

promised te tr~late the Schoo1 Act,into 'the' Ukraibian language' and' oPen ", .. 

'a teacher-training school., ~here' gra4ua~s of ,the' old country gym!l~ia 

coWd complete rn.gh ~Ch00l and normal-schO?l courses 'ib three, or four .:' .~ 
l ~ \ .. • , 

y~ars and become qnalified t:eacher~' ,(Piniuta, 1978:126). 

" l, ' - , 

. . ' 
~, t 

l " 
'. } : 

"'-- : 

C '\ l , , \ 

.J • 

" . 

, 1- /~ 

1 • 

.' 

, , 

" -~ ~, 

. 
35 .:. 
" ,1 

J • 

.. 
, . 

,r , . , , , 
, ' 

., . 

, , 
", 

, ~ . - ~ 

" 

.... T' 

~ \ \ ~ -... ,. 
,." ~ 

,,,.. 
\. 

• l 



1 
1 
1 
1 
l': 

J 

1 

J 

, , '. 

, ' • 1 
, ." ~. .. ' 

\ 

' .. . , . , 
~ , . , p-

'. \ ,1 - "\.:)~ 

. " , .' j 

, 
... ' 1 

.' 

. '. " . 

, . . 
, , 

}-....... p " ... , .. ' t- • ,1 ~ , \.' '.,. .. \ 

, '1 " ~ ~ ~, , ! • 1 ~.~ .... \ 1 ., 

. 'BOyle:,.,won . thG;. el~on':',' So~n, atter~ards, . ~':,'\~~rtmént· of 
, -.' 0:;" ," ~ , "l • 'r "\ '1. > ":1 ~ , 

Education' opened the ,"E~glisll' Schoo1 for FOreigl)ets". ~ "vegreyille' 
~ .~- .. t ~ ; ~ 

(M~cl)ak, 1970:142) but the training was not adéquate:' to;"~alify 
P \ '> ~ , • (1 • '1 ~ 

i:. gra'duates te teach. even :in Ukrainian settlements ,(-!t.upUl, 1982:229L In 
\ .. J ," 

. ',ad~tion, ·withl.n a month .after the electi:pn~ BOy~e pUnished the teàchers 
! \, ~ \1. 

'for thErir·' separatist, activities by reyoking theit tem'p<?rary j:eachi.J1g 
, 1 1 ) ~ .... • li 

, ~ ~ - 1:1 

pe~!llits . (~eywan, 19r7 :129). 'St!ict1y s~'aking", BOY.le,; w~s ,~wi~iÏl lùs 
~ .i ~ ::. 

, r ... -. • \, '"\ 

,. " right, for' none' of the permit holders had' attendÈrl normai schoo1 in 

Alberta ( Lupul,_, 19,82: 229) • 
, \ , 

, < < 

/ ' 

The ukraini.aps' support for ~oy1e 'had baokfired. ~Th.T' goverm:/lent -' 
.enacted - an amendment to the', '~Schèol Ordi.nai)ce'l which was ac;lopt.ed at a 

- ~ ...., ~ ! • ...... •• ' • "'" 

: 

. 
" , 

.... . ' ~-
sess~on of the Le9is1ab.lr~:in October, 1913. ,It reads: 

. . - • 
" 

,. , 

, ' 

.. 
Any person not s9 qllalified fnamelY·i. 'havln:J a'l~ 
valic1 certificate of qua']ification issued '..inder the' 

_ . .re9ul~:tibn!t of the Department): sbàl:. ,c.nqt he 
- ; enti.tled to recover 'in any court· of 1aw., any 
.;: i~mune,r-ation" 'f~,r his services as ~uch_ teacher • 

'Any person ether than the holder of such 
cert:i.9-èates oc qua) i fi cation who undertakes to 
cond\lçt a ~hoo1 as teaèher shall be guilty of an 
offense, and,. on summary conviction;,.liab~ te 
penalty not exceeding fift.y" / doI.J..ais, anq' in 
default to imprisonment for, a ~m: ÎlOt exceeding 
one month. _ ,~, , 

• ., _.... 1"'1 \ - 1 .. 

\:r. .. • ,- 'I~ ~ \ 

Provided, nowever (. "tnat no persecution ·shall he ' 
.ihst:ituted un~ tlili( .section exce~ < cm -the ordeis 
.Qf the r.~~,-;'(,~~~,; ~~7Q:1'43). 1 • 
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pkrainian teachers 10st their per:rnits to teach and were replaced by' 

, . 'E,n<1lish-speajông teache'rs. ' . Antagonisrns .' mounted dl!~ te the· unex~ed c' ' 
, L ~ ~ r~' _ _ ~! 

", ;J.egislati~~. Ukrainian~ >would not accept that the sarne "d:iS~issed ' 

teachers wer'e 'recognized as qllqlifi ed' in -'\Manitoba but not in Alberta. 

: piff~re~t ,forms of ,prot:est 

,çredentials (Vasyl ·Czumer) , , , 
,~ .....~ .. 

, . 

, . , 

erupted. . "A Ukrainian teacher with ,Manitoba 
, - ~ . ) 

by an 'Engli$h-speaking teaçher '(Armstrong). Ukrainians bullt anothêr 
, ' , . 

, , '. 
school' across 1:hEf road and cQRt:inued te send :their childten to the 

Ukrainian' teacher. ,', The qnali fi ed English teac~er sat \ in an ~rn~ T school 

on salary from month' ta month, ,w~ the 'people. '~ced the Ukr~ / 
(J 't ' , 

... i ( .... 1 

'teaèher (Skwarok; 19-59:97).' This outrageêi,;Boyle and his supporte;rs. 
" . " ,. ' 

, ~e appealed te the public and 't;hreatened te' use the Truancy 'Act" (Lupui, , 
l , _ " ... 

1982:232). T~~ ~onton Bulletin ~4Y ju~ te support Boyl:e:" 
, 7 ; 

. , ; 

." 

, " 
" 

, " 
~ ,', 1 ( 

, c 

" 
c • 

'~In' l:1anitoba 'the G..?Llic:ians were anowed to get 
control of theii schobls with the resu1t, , t'hat 
children are growing up in the prov.ince unable te 

, , speak . a '/ worc;1 of En<fl.ish. 'M'r • Boyl~ - , ." 
emphatically decl.a!:'ed that no such state of,', ',,' 
affairs would be permitted .in Alberta. "This is . 
an English-speaking provitlce" said' Boyle" "anit' :" 

,every Alberta \ boy, and girl should. receive 'a ' 
sound English' 'eduCation in the. public schools of 

. this province\.(KeYw.an~ 19?7:129) .. ' 
1 _ (1 , ,t ~ 

, ' 

" , " 

, 1 

',. 

, , 
'1,1 

Strongel" m~as~es fol1ow~.,'l"~~.fOUght"ba~. ';t'ney,r.ed 
, \ \ l , -_ ~ '.. ' VI ~ 

to 'sad their chÛdren to sch~l. ThÈ!re .were ev~ incidences, ~'teachers 
~ j , r ~ ~ , -

. , 

beaten by a group ôt"maskect' wornen and cki~en fiQm ',the schoPl (Sk~arok, 
"t ~ < - _' \,.J ~ J 1 _, ~ '\ 

, ; 

1959:98 }., A~ording to tupul, " ••. 01) January 4,. . ~mStro~ was ,'set 
.- J \~ r '\ - 1 _ 
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'upgn fu:" bis teacherag~' by sevéral women:~. 
\ ' 

Reé:ogn.i.zlJlq one o~ :t:hem, 

, ,Armstrong sued for assauit \ and~ Mary Karpitsky, was fined $200 and, with .' 
'" . , \ --- .;' 

.. \ '\ 

her eighteen-rnonth chil.d, spent two rnonths at the worne~'s' ja:U in 

MacleOdlt
, (Lupl;!l, 1982': 2;33)." Ukrainians had ho~ that' by making an 

, 
• 1... l' • 

"issue of the 'prob1em, they might eventually" wm .. - How~ver, iti' eac~, . 
case, the schoo1 law was upheld, and the schpol districts begari, to change. 

f' .. ~ , .. ,~ .. . 
. ' te také the form reqùl.red by the 90vernm~nt. .In' 'this w..~y, bilingual 

: ' 

, ' 

>' • 

\ " . " 

1 -

,education for Ukrainian children in 1Uberta was deteated before it ever , - ? .. 

.... ' , ..... a.. 

had a chance to become effecti. ve. ", 

.' , 

, 
" -., 

The 'cdnclusion in. the ,séhool strugg~e in 
• ~ -Y • ., ~ ( ! , 1 ~ l ,t '} r ... 

" sible. (!ln ,May., 16 ;,_ ,1~l:6, ," tre' '<.:!overnment, in an Order-in-Council, re .... 

'!nti~ced 'the 1903 language -r~tions. The Alberta Gazette did not 
l .. -i , 

,. ,_ , - 1 \ .. 1 

CarrY the exeéuti. ve's' lè~lâtion -and' ,it wént unnoticed. Ukra:i.nia.n:s were 
.. ~'. 

theoreti~~ ,p;ro,vi~ with the opportuni~y ,te; study ~ Ukraiiüan, in the 
1 CI. ~ ~ f J t 

public !jlchOolS bUt -bëcause, they w~re neyer il1,f~rmed of ~e qFlançe ÏJ1 the 
- _. , ." 1 • 

~tutés, \theY' ~ not' take advantage ='Of 'the new' law untu afte~_ • .the 

, , Second Wor1d War "(Lupul, '1982: 233-234) • , < 

., -

~ writer for' ,the· Calgary Hera14-"wrote that he feareq the .Ruthenian 
. , 

, - . \ 

rrlass of 'human .jgnorance~ fUth éU}d im~orality 'wollld give' the rest of 

canada a bad name: "Like a hotel',-' or' other pUblic place, ~ oountry lB 

guaged and' sized up accordÙlCi to the "class of people who fr~ent it" 

--, ,'(Kostash, 1977:}5), •. 
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• f.. ... '. ' , " . ' 
\.,'. 'British ',C~s worried that these imml.grants would never 

, ,~ : _ _ _" ~ l' , ' .. , ,~f ,~- 1 :' ..... , t, _. la'" ... 

. assimila~" and thus/~.~· •• wou1d:'drag'down the cultural level of the who:J,~' 
J t .'.' ' ,... _, \, \1 ~ "\: 

/ai~a ·'an4 ,r, kderm~t,: ~9'1~'xon 'instituti.~ns'~ (Paline~' i972:73)~ 
, .. ,r t _ ,1. ~~' • - .. -

'Cornments', like these were, at mst ignoreçi, but the Anglq-Canadian' 
1 - .r '} 1 ~" l ,. ! ... ~ ~ " 

establiSh!J1ent was· :in~ a po,srtion' to" ~tptionaiize ifs bÎqses.'-:' The, ~st ~J, 
'" ' " 
World War.' began and the Anglo-Canadians began to look upon' Ukrainians; 
\"\ ~ 1 _' 1 l , 1" ( " 

who were formally û.Ilder therAustrian Empire, as enernies. 
/"- ! "(1);- - Il ~ 

• j, " 

4, 

,-
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.' 

l>1aru.toba: . The Q:il:ingual' schools again becarne linked 'with prov~c.;i.al ~ ," 

.. party ?,lip;:s, but this' time in l-1anito~ ,. Strained r~tions were 

sur:ÈacU1ge ~ the year 1914 tnè 
" . 

. , 

Provincial Liberals were s~ch:ing for: a 
" , \ • 1 

'_ l _) .. _ 

'way:i;lto p?wer. ·Pàrty pr~paganda'jof T.C. Narris s~ughtto al;x>lish"the 
.- 1 I~· 

billllgual: seliool' sy~m"~ .' 
" 

, 
- ~:~ .\ 

\ " , 
,::L~ , , . , 

....1 ... 1,-' ," 
~ ". ~ , ' -, f ' __ ~ , 1 .... ," 1 ~ ,;' ,.. ( 

.. i ~, 1 

In the ele<;tion' ~~t'm, o~, '~ _ tt:e ~~6-~~e. Liber~ ~k, 
~ t r 1 ~) • ~ \ ',. .. ,r _ 

l. • the 1, Party attacked the bilingual, schOOls by, alleging _ that the Englisll 
\. _ ( . ~:..r_ • 1 1 , ~ ':' l' ~ ~ .... ~ 

, 1 \ , ~ ~, -( J 

, language was PÇ)orly understbOd and indifferently spOken in these schoOls. ':, 
f, ~ \ ~ 

. 
It said: " 

, " 
( l'~' 

" 

',/ . 

. , 

, . 
, , 

-' , 
J ' , .. 

, . In the French, PClish ,and ~uthenian 'settlements - ,', 
,-; r of', lolatrl.toba the English language is buÇ poorly .. ' . ...:... ;' . " 

",,1mderstood . and , incp.ffe;rently spoken by, ~ 
children and by a considerable nurnber of,"the· 
adult population. '._ The Liber~ contend thëit tbis . 
condition represents hot ,'orny ~. W170ng ~ 
upon·these childreri lndiVidually, but a prejudice . 
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<.' . ;'to, , the ,entire- province and ta the" entire 
. Dominion~ For "'this condition of things '-meàns. '; 
that the French children, and the polish' "anà' -', 

:--Rutheniari chlldren are' being Ùnprepared net only 
ta make théir· own way of ille" but unprepru:-ed 
~ for responsibiUties of Canadian citiz~p 
ana 'the, burdens of" Cana~ na~onality 
"( 1'1a.rl,lI1chak, .1970-: 145). . '>, 

... 1 • 4 ' ... \ :: .... 

; , 

• _;. ~ ~ F4. 

, _ ,." \ : ~ _.,r:, "1; '.. ' ' I!' J ~ -- ~ , • ~ _ .. 

, 
7 

" < 

,l, " :',_ .. l ,,'An '?cid ,a~ of. :$tlttements like' these was tha~ ,thè accUsations were 
'y' , 

. t(:>tally inconsistent w~ ~ ~hat' ha~ - been ~serted on. thé part, of thè 

. gQlTert!lllen1; .1'0 that ~r~rt . F~et.cher ,.Mani~ba's Députy IoIW_r of 

,- ) , Ed,ucat?-Ol1,- Stai:erl clear1y -in ms' :repo~, 'for' -1912-:1913: 

,~ 

" 'ot 

" 

,> - '. 

.1 

" > 

, , 
< 

. , . 'Eve~y' effort ,is being made '00 rnaintain thf? status " 
of the English,.,'language ~ in aU schools." The :,' , 
Deparpfènt bas no doubt ,;that this purpôse' is . 
being '!lchieved. -, Ther~ are, as\èverybody knQWS, 
certain 'difficulties in the way 1 but these ',' 
difficU1ties àre being steadily overcome':. and the 
progress, made in. this imPortant, fea.tore of p.lblic-

. instruction is encouraging and - :-satlsfactory 

. (Marunchak, 1970:146). ; . ' 

" 

, 
!' 
~I~ 

, . . 

.. In thé' same report' ~letcher made Still another iniportapt obser,vation 
, , ) . -, -<, 

\ .. \ ~ 

reg~d:ing 'bilingual teactlers: ,"They ~ar~ net' oru.y able to givf! efficient 
1>- ,. • - ' 

. )'-"ct:ion _ in two 1aD9ua~. ~ toinculcat:e' thé ~e· ;4;irij: of Canacnan 

/patri~"';~ (Ma:runohak;197~;Ù~6).· . . .. . 
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Provincial: e1ect:i.o~s· in 1914 and, 1915 ,·frought. the tJ..berals under 
\ ,.. - ~ ~ 

"<T.C. Norr~ to pqwer, and the new MiniSter of .,Education, R.S. Tho~n/' 

a &:Qttish physician, im,mediat.ely reqùestecf the Supedntendent of Schools, , . 

a ' s'~, report on· the ~ 'schooi 
\- - \ . , 

, , 
Although the situation was not' perfect:, , 

, , l 

,. Newcombe did not find it seriotlS enough to recommend the abolition of the 
-" Il ' .' 1 • • 

bilingual system (Lupul, 1982: 219) • However, ther~ w~re' man}1 peOple 

within Hanito~ who expected ,drastip changes. , 
• 

" . , 

The Wïnnipeg Free Press, ~hich sUPWrted the LiberaIs and their 

point of view, ~me out in 1915· w:j.th over 60 ,editorials and' articles 
, , . 

against the bi.4ngual schoo1 system. The, Winnipeg, Te1egram alone " 
- , 

" , 

defended thé bilingual schools (MarUnchak, 1970:146). The Liberals were 
1 ! • ~ 

\ , , 
, counting on' Anglo-Saxon patriotism and set tl)e 1\nglo-Sa.~on 'majority .' 

'': ' ~ ~' 
.r - • " 

: against the French' cariadians; .Germans, ~enncmités ( Okra:inians, Pales; 
~ - -~ ,(, '" -:-

, and a:ii. those ethnie 9l'oups ,who made 'use of ,~' scli60ls (Marunchak, 
,1 ~'\ t l ' ,~ , _ 1'" ~ 

; 1979 :Î4'7) • :. 
" , 

, 
, . 

..... - (1 ~ 

• N~;-ds' 'Liber~" sèt out to, close' "the s'chooLS" againSt sç:ong . 
. . , 

c ' 

?~~ori fro,m,' ukr~. ~. petitio~: \'litn ':6,~'POO sÎ9Ililtures ,_~;L~Pu" " 

'1982: 220) ~as Pres~t:ed. -to ~. gQve~ment. Norris ~as' unmoved:. "The' , 
~ 1 l , 1 

"multiplicity' of natiorialities within' the province tnakes the: ~present ' 
\ • 6 ' .... 

1 t 1 ~ 

(bilingual) .1aw impossible.. AU", would . œnefi.t ,from, the 'system, of " '" 
1 l , ~ " r.. • 

education enjOyed by the, ~glish-s~~ ~anadians" .( Lup.ù, ~ge2: 220j • 

, 
or, ,. 

. \ 

" . 

- .41 '..: 

. ' 
• . . 

; . 
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Despite the efforts of different Ukraini.êin delegations sent ta the 
, , 

l ,~ f - \ ' 

_g~'lemment te convince' it otherwise, and deS;te t;he long and dramatic 

1 parliamentary debates by Frènch-spea,king Members of Parliament as weil 

as ,the Consentati.v~ Member~ :in the Legislature, on March à,' In6, the 
. " 

Manitoba parliament p:issed the proposed legislation, ,and that same' year, 
• ~ ,. ~.' <\ ..... 

,Ukra:i.nian public schools in Manitoba._ closed the.4- doors (MarÏJnchak, 

1970: 148.>. 

The govemment 'tried te explain the ~Ution' of the bilingual school 
, , 

, system as an effort to - raisë the standard of teaching in these schools., 

As a sign < of protest, many bilinguàl teachers resigned their positions. ' 

The' Norris. qovernlllent had enacta:1 compulsory at±.endanœ of children up 

,,00 age,14 (Marunc;hak, 1970:1,.49) and the resignati0l1s created a shortag~ 
, ' 

A \ of teachers. To remedy thé Jsh~rtage, the ,governrnent assigned teachers 

who had no ql1al;f~?tions (Ma~èhak, '1970:149),~ Iri:inicallY, bilingual ~ 
, ' 

schoo!? in Mahitoba were cancelled in 'ordèr 't.q "il1lprove" the quality of , , 

, ' 

'èducation, and, now, Jl1'lqna lified teachers, were -supposed to accomplish-this 
'" J ' , , . -

task. -
. " 

. Saskatchewan: The situation ip ~~tëhewan is djfflcU11; té:> , assess. " 
..... l 

, . 
/ : '. Ear1y on, Saskatchewan tried despera~ly to A follow in the footsteps~- of 

o ' , 

r ' 

" 

, ',' Manitoba. The education , of Ukràinians in' saskatc,hewan dates 
, 

~ effecti..vely from 19Q1- (LUpli., 1982 :222).. A law pa.sseci', that year 

- .', " , 

.. ~, ... 
" 

", -w 

:.-, " 1 j J' ~ • 

.,-r 

: -,42 - 1 , , r 
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permitted trustees, on parental reqûest, te emp16y "competent persons 1:p , 

9i: ve instruction in any language other than English" pr0v:iC!ed the course 

qid not "supersede or in an~ way interfere with" instruction. iil the 

schools, ,~d "a special rate" was 'levied, ~n partici.pating parents ~eet 
t 

any 'additional costs (Lupul, ~ 82: 222 ) • 

The Department of Educatiori/ restricted the teaching of languages 

-other than FreItch te the last hour ii the schoo1 day, and confined 
-

instruction to reading and writ:i..rtç from texts authorized by the education 

ministry (Lupul, 1982: 222) • The need -for bilingual teachers. was 

recognized 'and .in 1909, official notices appeared .in the press to ~ 

- -
effect th.at beginning September of that same year, a teach~r's training 

schoo1 would open ir) Regina for the p.l!pOse of training young lads .as 

"Ruthenian English teachers lt :in the province of. Saskatchewan (Marunchak, 
, -"-'\ ~ 7 .-

1970;123). In reau.ty; students of ~er backgrounds attended, and not 
, -1 • 

much attention was paid te teaching Ukrainian. The Ukrain;an èanadian 
- , 

press 'continued • to refer to this school as the, ItUkr~ English 

Teach~r's Seminary in Regina" (Marunchak, 1970'=141) but government's , 
official name for the institution ~as __ "The' l::ng1.iSh School for: 'Foreigners. n 

\.i 

The m:inimum requirements of th:iS school were grade' fotU:-.. , in' à 

student's owri language and a "fair" knO~ledge' of En~h, -btlt niany . . 
, . 

students were admitted without them- (LUp~, 1ge2:223) ~~ The quality of. 

1.' 

, ' 
'- .,." 

.1 • , '..'~ ~~ . .-
-, ' .... ,'" 

:: ( ~ 

• ~ l ' .' 
/. ' 

", , , 

" 
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. tra.ini.pg vdt.lûn the schoo1 seerns hlghly· guestionab1e. The course 

required eight '. mohths, yet seldorn lasted more - than six, as classes 

/-' opened 1ate and closed ear1y (Lupul, 1982:223). There is not'-' much 

information as te what was taught. 

Estimates vary as ta the nO{tlber of 'séhools -which actually taught or 
, . 

used Ukrainian. Accorèling to Skwarok t ' in saskatchewan, there existed 

over 200 Ukrainian schools and 80 Ukraini:an tèachers (Skwarok, 1959:S;3) • 
... """'('O 

However, LUpul states: "By 1916, ~ the comprehensive an,n~ 

~epoIt.$ of the province's twenty-five inspectors, only inspect.or -J. T • M • 

Anderson of Yorkton, a critic of bilingualis;n, indicated that Ukrainian 

was taught in threè public schools. There was no authoruêd text "t{) be 

found" and ~ere were "very fe.w teachers competent ta teach a second 

language'tI e-t.upul, 1982: 222,. With the quality.of education being offered 

within the Regina trhlni.ng· schoo~, the absenq;! of qu.alif:ied teac~ers is no 

, surprise. However ~ the 'great d;i.sparity' between Skwarok and Lupul in the 

~ number of schools and teachers mentiotled is difficult te explain. 

Sandwiched 1 between the provinces of Alberta and 'Manitoba where 
o 

I?rotests were alieady taking place on :the subject of bilingual education, 

. the people of Saskatchewan realized they would also soon he affected. In 
. /' .,.,.,-

April 1917 r the government closed the' Il'l'raini.ng School for Teachers for 
- ~ '- - -. ' ~ -

, .E.'0reign speak:i.ng' C~m'mllI!ities" ,( L~pùi, ~ 1982 : 223). JU~'~ in. the ether': 
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two pro\'in=e~, ail: '~orts' were placeÇl on' m~~'· > ÉnglisJ:l the only, 
_~ , r 

langliage of ins'"..ructlon.-d1,lring,. sc)loo1 hoJ.lrs". Prbbl~m's guicldy mounted. 
, . 

Following the c10sUre ot .the " Regina ' trairling 'séh~1, ,t;he Liberal 
r: " 

governrnent forbade thé ,Use' of" old.:.co~y Uh-~ .te~oks, and'· 
.. .., '+ 

, J 

removed Androchowicb and Kuhn of Yorkton (two Ukraini.al1s) as :schqo1 
1 • ' .\' 

supervisors (Lupùl, 1982"f~25J. 

" .. 
Even 

. , ,-
with these' react;i.onai~. events taking', ~lacé, ~skatc~éwan 

fI' ... .. 

Ukrainians appeared rémarkaJ;lly éalni .about the prèdicament ,df ~eir 
, . 

~ ....... , 

sChoolS • At thé' convention of . the . saskatchewan Sch901 Trustees· 
.- _ r ~ 

, ri::> , 

Association in February 1918,' Ukrai.rrl.ans (6né aeÎ~1:.é "from' each scl)dol) 
, . , 

were urged to attend and 'opPose è~~' ~a.rfug ~n language, 'schoo1 - ~ ~ ~ , 

consolidation, 'and the replacement of school ,tiu~s' ~by 
• , "- ~ pl 

, ., " 

councils ('Lup..1l, 1982:226). 1'herè"is tl&;m~I)tion' ci ,ho,w m~y ffiu"ainians 
- ~ u • .. ~ .. r> 

, J~ '-~ 

parÔ.cipated. However; 'With the-. on.:.going "battJ.e in thé. other, groviÎlces ' 
• J. - ~~ - _ ~ r ,,' ... • _ .- ~ 

,(especially' Hanitoba) 1 being. very strOrlg r it. ;s~ms; ~eàsoti~ie" to ,expect; 
.. ",. ~ , .r - ~ "" ...- ~ .... 1 .. ~ . ' 

,that Ukrain:iari, participation, at the cÇmvent:j.cm.- would ~h~Ve ~' lj.kewise' 
• " #\.. • L",~ C J • ~ 

"' .. _ 1....... ~_ '" ~ . 

strong. ?;Jet 50. Accord.iJ.lg to ~upür~, wlii;1~ the de~te 6n, ~~ :languag~' 
" , 

'resolutions w~ ~xtep.si-ve, ,t;here is ~o. e~deI,lce of Ukr:ai.Iu.an, pélrticipa,tion 
'1 l' ...... ~ _,1 ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ .... '0' 

(Lupul,. 1'982:226): . 'When ,the: Sasktchewan gdv,erntnent' .oilsted an, 
• 'J 

f.anguages' cr:..her tÏ"Îan E;nglish,' (and E't"erich wit4in .strict limitatiçrîs)' from 
, 'l' . 

its schools, ~ publié i~a~~ of thEt Ukrainian cçmmuility' was' p:i.re1Y , 

$ihle" (Lupul, :~~82'; 2~6) .:", '.~ " 
.... # ... - .. ~ • 

,,' . . ,. 
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The Ukrainians' low profile was likely the, ,result of, caution~ 

Disqiminatory political pc>lici.es. were iJ1t,roduced in Canada at that time 

due te the war in Europe. Ukrainians were commonly spoken èf as enemy 

, 'aJiens. 
, ,,I~ 

On August 21, 1914, t1lé go:v~rnment in 'Ottawa 'passed the W'ar 
- . 

Me_asur-es Act prohibiting enemy aliens from leaving their home.g or bein~ 

n~ brld<:1es, waœ'rways ~d railroads. ether rneaS\1res introduced during 

the wax ,prevented ene.my aliens from buying farm1and, printing 

news~pers' or magazines in their own language QIld, finally ~ from v~. 

~hèse e\Tents tmay have proven- te be- toc intimidating for. Ukrainians of 
" 

" 
'Saskatçhewan. ~r seeing the' futile attempts of the weil organized " , . 

battle for 'Ukrainian education in Manitoba around 1916, defense of their 

, modest 'Uk.rainian lin9uistic provisions may 
, i 

have been sean as ~ 

. 'jeopq.rclizirlg. Ukrainian bilingual, education in Saskatchewan ceased to 
( 

, exist in 1918 (Key,wan, 1~77 :130) . 

[' 

, l' 

~ .. r, ~ 

QUALITY" OF EDUCATION .R~C:mIVED 
" . ' 

, 
" , 

" 

.-
• C \ 

lt would, be incomp1.Ert:e to": re;cord the' exiStence of biliriguaf .schO,Ols 
" ' , ~ '. 1 t,. ... 

Ù') the western pro~~s without, descrihing the act:qa1 situatio~ ~~dren' 
• • • l, r 

'and teachers encountered within t1iese schools. Tne mere existence of the ,. , 
, ' 

b:i.lingual schools" did flot" mean' prOg'ress , in . education fGr Ukrainian 
• G \ ~ ,1" ~ 1 

.. settlers in Can.ada. ' Having tHe SChool- di.d not :always ~rantee' proPer 
, .. 

, , 
- èducation. par~' haÇl foug,nt', for bilingual schools ~d: '~9me', • 'The 

, " 
.,.' \ . 

sucCeeded in atia:ïru.ng ,thern • however 1 ttie demand for, Ukraiinian ~pealdng , 
, , ~ olt • 1 ."" ~ , .. _\,~ 

'. . 
'" " . 

.' J, • 

, 
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. .' , , 
--,-~a~hers was· greater than the 'sup'ply~ . Vacant positions had to he \filled 

with -English -spealdng teach~rs. . UJà-airrlan' paiènts did riot want these , 
(; . " 

f,;nglish teachers bu~ had to accept what was gi ven te them .. 

- \, 

, 
The pr'oblem, was amplilied by English teachers' who were preju~ , ' 

, ' 

about the abilities of the children. An' English missionary .... teachér, 

writinq in a' rellgious journal, stated: " ... ~ The Central ÈUropean ch:i.1.dten 

are 50 dense that it is, per'haps too rn~ch te expect _ that they sho?ld eyer,' -, 

m~e good and desiral?le citizens in Canada" (Skwarok, 1959:56). 

, " 

') .. : 

~reotyping is demori~ated in the following, anecdote: 

, i A Ukrain:i.an woman was r~plastering ·her clay' 
'Q,ven, hearël" voices and climbed out of the oven 

~ -covèred 'with mud à.nd' '. clay.' ln' q:ont ct her 
~ stoOd' 'the' local. school -t:.rustee and the new' 

. teacher. Unable to speak Eng~h 'shè stood tpere 
and smiled, the trustee 10oked, at her with 

" - disapproval fhén: turned 1:0' the, yop,ng -teacl)er ' in 
biS çJBtge, and_ said "You s~ 1:; 1 told you the 

'. :'-~~e:ians ~e a ~'lot (K~YWrn,-~977:.39).', , 
, , 

" 

, " 

Few .qlla];:fi~ teachers wished' to teach in: the primitive ,facilities-of 

: the ' "bush : countries, Il 'Î'eachE7rs lodged with tba" ent:ire ~arm fam.il:y :i:n a 
, , 

'\ , , , 

single room and the 'salaries were very J.ow,. ,'O~ a~ m,any,.as three 
" , • 1 • ~ 

, . 
J ~erent teachers taught in orie, school during ol1e school y~. Th~ 

• ' ., ' - t • 
- 1 ~ ~ .. • 1 ... , 

-,-

, . chilclren - sUffered from sùch frequènt changes. .~ainiari school boards " 

': , '~ere for~ed to ~e' unce~ed t~acher~, . ~~y 'ct' them still' stud~ n • 

"themsel ve's, 'who had been granted ~mporary tea~g permits p<eywan, 
" . 

1977:125). " 
, 
, " . 
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-, Many rural.., schOQls operated on ,"a 'patt-tirne basis, or with sch()Ol' 
, ... -~. - '_ , 1 .., 

- ' " - \ l , - _ _ ' 

ter ms shortened te the fo~, 0(. si:x spring and summer~ months of the 'year. _' 
\ " _ _ - " 

". 1 1 "-

The weather, and the distance 'requir.ed:to walk to the near~st sèhqol were .-
'\, ~ ,L , ," , ' 

-
-, l " 

prohibitive .. Eva '1<retzul, an immigrant, described her ,'situation: 1 

, ' 

.. I~ , \ , , -
,'r ~~s lucky that 'the ·scnool was one mile away. ., ~ f .. , 

Sorne' of the children had te walk as far as six 
mi;l:es. It was hard te learn in those old 

'.' 'schools. t'Je didn't kriow English;'\and tHere wère 
- eight or n.ine grades with only ,one teacher. -l , 

spent two and ,a ha.lf years ln gr~de one. It took 
, me -two years to 1earfl how te read (Keywan, 

1977:132)'. 

, ~ 
: Sorne' schools ~y~ open throughout the' reguJ..ç.-r 'schoo1 months. 

," , 
- ~hil.~ walke?' through prairie ~zârds, sinking te theif waJ,sts iri the ' 

,- , 
, - ' 

:' ' ~ow, atriVin~, 'at' school fro~en. The building', 'gr,ee~ the~ was a log 
-"" -~À:~ .,... ~ j _.... _! • \. ~ 

. - , .'~ with' no lights: or }amps: ._~ ~\ was, dark ' 0utsi.a.e~ -it·- wa~ dàr~ 
, • ' __ - _ 1 \ l 

, ~ide .• ,,,~here' was. 'a' 'steve in the' back,~, bJt-'qne -~d· te sit rigttt -pn lt te 
• , _ ~ \" t 1, l''t----' b <l 

.teel any heat. : Ther~ , arel-~ ~~Che~s _and ,students ~ around' 
- " 

, r _ ,l, \ 1'"' 1 • ' .. ~ , , 

the roorn iil à snak-e 'dance te' -keep ,warm 'r sitting on top of desks te ke'ep , 

th~ ~~dei1 ,~~ ,~ùt of ,draug~, :and ha.n~' w~ cloth~heat of. . ...... - - -: 
, , 

. ~e' stov;e, _ suffering . then a: stencl} as weil (,~ostash, 19,77: 78) .' 

1 , , 

1 ~ ..'" ~ ( • " 

The' 'desks were 'double-seated m~lewood and, bore little relation te 
, .. ~'I _II ""'\ " .. , l ! .. 

~ ~ , , ~', . 
the, heigbt· or brea~ of ~e st;u~ si~. m, it -< Ko$tàsh, ~977: 78;) : 
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{J' • 
johri Stryn:adka'-, des~ribe~- h:i.s ,school: ' 

.. , 

, . - .' j \ ~; ~ _ 1 , , 
,~ 1,.. • " 

, l' 
" . 

.' It was a one-room', ~~hool:' ,so~e of thé, ~en' , 
,1 . ' , had to walk five mll.es to get there. " We had, 83" - \ 

"'-, \ 
", ' ciu.ldren' going at the -time, au in one ,roOm ~ It", 

", was very nard' for: the teachers. 'Two y.èars· ,was " 

, ' . 
. 'tHe most any teacher would ~y '(Key~an, 

1977:131) • 
, '\ ' 

. . 

",' , 
, J' , 

,1... _ ) 

Ouring the spring months students suffered, 'through, rnosquitris ,and the" , . 
,. . t·'.' , _' l 

sudden prairie heat. Schoo1 attendance was p,oor: 'During seeding and' ' 

harvest times' , every extra hand, was neeqed at ,hc;>rnè. , It '~as not ' . 
.. \ _ t .. 

un6ommo~' ~ have thè wl.101e SCh?ol èmpty ,at the w~rk season. 
• 1 

'1 \, 

" , ' 

'-; 1 

. Whén students co~ attend overcrowéli.Og, waS prevàlerit and 'rema.'inëd, 
,-'" ,,~ ". ... 

\ ~.... .", ,_ ' .... ' .. ~ "' ' t 

... ' l ' \ v • ,1 ' 

~o '~ t1;'l4? laté 19?O's. Crdwdèd conditions inhi.bîted qualitY educàt:ipn.',' 
" \' , 

J. \ " \ ,~ 1 ~ • è: -.., • .. r \ _ , 

BW: ta1l. ~ou~en year, olds attempted te ,~aster the same s~ject that " ' , 

se'len year· ~ . were' ~~·with. - D~~·. ~~' a, probl.~In;:.' 
pioneer teacners usually had litUe advan~ SChoollng:' l '~e COI!lpletion 'of 

...... ;: .. '\ .... ,... t • '. \ • ~ - ~ 

gra~- eight ~as the nO,rm, iollàwed ~y four, ~. ~~s' 'a~'" norm,~ s~ho<;i 
, .. 

(Lùpul.1', 1982:215). :,Th~ teaéher ha~ tO rell" on l:riS own, reSources,.,, 
\ ,1 l , " .J ~ J~ 

Teaching' aids were unheard of ~ EatoÎl·s eatalog j 
,1 ....., '! ,l' .. ' 

r comb:lnation of, ,words' and ,illustt-ations, wa's used in many schopls ,acrO$S' " 
1" '/ • 1 ~ '" .. 

prairies ~s a 1 fü:st , teader '(Keywan~ . 1977:125)'. ' 
, , ' the 

, . 
Some ,more 

, 1 

1 1" 

prosperous schools had a, g1~be, ,'chalk" 'w~dow netting, story , " books, , , 

writin9 paper, and somèt:i:mes a 1tlap courtes y of th~_ Neilsc;m ~~pany 'w~ 
, 
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" " 
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" " , ;' 

" 
, " 
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" _J , .- , , ' 
1 

r .: , .-, 
" 

, 
" 

, ' 

.. , 

>', 

, ' . 

, ' 



1 
1'" ' 
l' 
1: . 
l','. 

, -

1
." ,:,. 

:'y 1 

1· .'.- " 
l, ,:' . 
l ': '" -'. 
-, 

,/~ \ 

l 
,:'" 

. 
' '." 

" 

1:.' .' 

1 , ' 

.. , 
, ' J \ \ \ 

1 --\ 
',:, .. "- .'. " . .;:. ~ , , .... ~ l_ 

1 

" 
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\ " 
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q , ' " ., - " . j,' . 
" ,-

't' .. '" 
• Ir.' 

'. ' 
' ....... , . , -' , 

t:" - j ç l \_ '" :~. • '. , ..... ~ _ - .. -, ~ l , 

..... s'- ..,,, l'l', ' ~ ,J, '~ 

pict:ures of chocolate bars irl~ eaCli.' ç6rner.:, ,Scribbl~rs--' were a '.lrixur~' 
'l .\' " ' q • , , ,': • 

·,~tem. ' According to ,a' Mrs. Hoinertiult" "W~' clldn't .have ;any" mohey ~ bu1" 
'(. .. ~ ~ :. ..' l' _ ' ',_ _, ~ ,. , ~ 

~~r ,for our-', childt~.\, when: ~Y 'w~rè in school: 'ihe:t did -. their 

' __ , '~~me~o~.!t,'·' QP w~~ .'~Per .that we qot from the stOrè" (~ey~an", 
~ ,. _" r 

'\ 
" 
" 1 •• 

'J ,1 

. , 

" 
" 

" 
" 

• 'f 

;, '. ' 

: "EduÇati:.~~· . bey,ond gràdè'. eight 'aid not' exist in' a rural 'school. \, 
,:' , ' .' • t ' • ,,'. ,j, ":, ',,, ' • "; ~, • ;,',':'" • >' 

\ ,'Families' had to. pay room and board in a town or Cl.ty".ta 'educate' thefr, 
1 ~ ," _ ~ ,~1<' ... • • _ .-,~ l ,'.. _!; 

qh.ildren further ~ , . A, '~r~Us "gecision ~d 1:0 ~ 'made: '~, 'sen~, a è~ ~. '~, 

school f~r hjghe~' ed~caë.on ~~ to ke~p th~ ,'child ~ty"1:h~ farm ils· an "'éxti~ ~:, " 
J 1 (' ,. / '. - , 1 __ • \. 

, balld. , , , , , " 
. , . 

, ' 
\-- -' .;- " , . , , , 

,~ ~ \ 

'r" \'.. ,. \- >II "' '.. - 1 " ~ • 

, In the fï..1:st years very.' few' e~er r~achèd '9rad~, èiglit., AccorQing ~,," >' . 
, / 

T \ .f • \ ' .. _ • \ ~ " ... _ ' .. 

< ': a' 1915 ~~port''o~ tl1Ef~;,~ct:s\of M~toba, ;sïjçti~ig~~~ic~ -;," 
\ • ~ • • • \'..... , ", \' r ~ , ... \'" ,:. \/ \ ...... 

.! , \.. 1 • .. _ ' , 

" , ( 68% ). of the Ukrainian and Polish schoor -pOpulation was, enrolled ~'ID 
, " ~I, _ .. 'J - -- \ 1 "', " ".. • " 1" '" ~.J ~ r 1 " 1"'"" • .( 

grades one and·-tWot ',wh:Ue ,only two percent (.2%)-' could'~be" found~above' 
" - • ( 1 1, : \ " \ ,-"i",' , 

; grade . fiv~ (ç. K. ~è'Wcombe, .. c:ited :in Key~an~' ':i977:~2~)-', " ~any :-0; th~ '. 
" ..., _ ri' 'l', 1 1 

,'/ 'ehlidren~ es~~ the .gir~',' haa te &OP oùt> ' _::"" '" .. :; ",', 
, \. ... '" ~ "', { ~ J , ". ""', ~ 

>,' 
" -. ,...... l_ .' Ifl 

".. '.:. , ,. \~. , 

~ ,~ - \ 

" Wotk blo,*ea ,'éduca~n. Ch~les Yo~ ,~stiITlated ~~ .~y. i:ércèn~'",. 

(50%-) of Ùkr~ imm~r~', were' ~œ'rate' ~n arrl~at-:', .acco~<ii.h9'to ""'" 
, - ~,' I,'" 'II ' , ' ... -' , 1 

~e 1921', census twerity, y~rs", '~r," for:tr per~nt (40 %-) still" we~e' : :; '; . 
" ,. ! .. "l\'!.~) ~, .... -,-~ \ '-\ <f'#_, ~\ ,{.[' 
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(KOstash, 1977:'69)4 . HO~~Pite an ~ hardsbips some dicf make it . - . 
'tqt~~de, eight ~ .e~~ ~h~ through ~;re~sity 1 ' > T~ sa:rifices by, the 

fam~s of these.:sb.tdeJ:1ts '~e '~ot fQrgo~n: ,/ -~, '-. J • 

.. - " .... 

-' , , 
,,~l • 

l was proud "te be'~' urti:vers~ l was,'. the 
t.hii:'d person ~om' Two Bills '1;0, ~.. And', w,h~ I 
~me 'home .for, visits people' :'~ot4,:ël point -me otlt; 
on the sq:-eet, '"ri ~here" , ,goes 'the ' university 
student." , They wou14 gawk at. me like at some 
animaI: in the zOO. "50 l q:l.ed my damned.est not 
te flunk anythiIlg; , l' was afraid of letting 
myself 'do,wn, ,the town down - and there ~ w~ a 
little of -Ukrainianism ~ere, too. Let:t::inçr the ~, ' " . >, 1,-, 

U~ain:i.arui down' (Ko~q', ,')1.97~:69) • ',-' ~ "'. 

, '. 

",,', ' , , 

-. 

: ' 

1 \' ... 

" -
'( : Gi ve~ à·. chan 'Ce :.. and proper- .education,': Ukrainian. - childr.en 

, : -.. \. ". ' - ,1 - 1 

demoxiStrated 'succé~s in· ,the System., : ,R~~~' È'letcne~., supe~r ~,Of _. ,~': 
.' \ ','. Sch~ls a~o~g' 'Foreign~rs',iri- Alberta" 's~. "RU~ ~hudren' are'~.~'a 1 

< • _, ~ , ; 1 .J \ \ , ~ 

.-

, 1 

parents" (Skwarok, -195.9:57). , , . , .., '- . 

o' 

.. 
" 

, " . , 
The ma~s responsiWlity of continuing . Ukiaiiù.an ' 1 education .iD "the 

prc:iiri~. pr'ovinces fell to the >priv~ school'I systems. ,These schools ~ere \ 
, , t - , 

clQS~Y relat.l:d to the patishes, èhurches'" and youth Organizationt and had 'i' 
..... , ./ 1 1 • 1 i /".. 1 ; 

to he exclusively maintained by the fees -'charged te the parents. In 
1 / 

... \ ' '." \ " 

, màn-y cases this hampered the sux;:.vival of the schools.' Ukrainians 
1 \ _ " • ~ 

1 estab1; sh~ thei.r ~ 9~ .s,Y~m / of b~sas', (student nr~~ençe~l in Ukraine 
f ~ \. ~A , l" ; 

; "us~Y housing ~entS,.fi~m poor fam.ùies am orp~) and institutes 
" . \ '; ~ " ).~ 

. 
'-. 

, , 
" / 

;\ ~.. r -.. ,'/ 

" . 

" , 
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around the, .t:ime the '~hOpls were ~lished.'. ~._ recelve,)' .. : _ - \" :.. 

room an~ board and' after school h~ur classes :j..tl the lariguage, history, 
l ' , 

literat?r'a ,and religion of Ukrai.ri~i, "'The ~sas ·a:nd· institutes wer~ a 

" , ",~emonstJ::atiol1 py Uk.rainian 'parents. that they 'waiIted te preserve the 
",' -

" 

, ' 

'l'· 

" , 

. ' , 
, - -

UkraJ.n:i.an language and ~~at.' the assimilation campaign of ~~ ,f~eral 
, ,_, - ........ • _ f ,.... - '" .. -' ... , l 

and provincial'- gove~~~., They, met '~, need . of e.xtènaing eclu~tion ._', 
- ~ - ~ ,," \, , -, '1 .. 

beyond the simple pioneer. prôJisions of "~ ,onè-:-Ï"Oom ,~ai ,school. The ", 
1- - .... l. , , '_ 1 f ) \:~ .. f ~ __ J ~ ... ~, - ;' ,_ 1 - =-- - \ ',J '_1 1 ~ _ 

b~sas aided in cushlorling the students" sudden ,côrltact.. with urban l.ii:e. 
r .. • ., / 1 - ~ _... ~". , 1 - - l, .... _ 

.:: ' 

.' . 
t.' 

, ' 

- ~ - , 1 

, .' ; specifie objective, o~ ~s:imil.at:Lng U}crâinian' students,,, :t'hey did not: wotk. 
'. 

t1kr~' ,kept' to' their own institutes. , " ". " 
.. \ '. ~ J // ..: _, \ " ". ::" ,.. _ ,~ ;.. : " 

~ 

, , 

,. • ,.. 1 b " , ;:- /1 ~::, 

... _', 'f. - : .... ' 1 .. , ,- ,,- ~; \: 1 -:. .. ", " l' .' • .,/ - \ • ~ >" 

',' ~.' -'. Tpe ' fbi~ofug . d~~~ssiori·hai deal1t with sorne, ·lrl.st:Orical· as~ 'of -,.; 
" " .: ,. , '., ': _ ' • ~:' • .:. ';, , ';, "', c, " ; , 

thé educatipnal " proPle~s _ . of 1 .~ Ukrainian: sett1ex:5. in ,-' WeStern: 'Canada,. , 

Ukr~ : had' bë~ p-'r~~~~';/;;o ,~~~gi~ ~y'! the~:promiSe 'Of J..arld .. :.~Th~li) ~ ~ 
.t"~ , $ \ • ~, 1 • '\ 

Tl ..' , k ~ _'" • _ - _ .. - , , l '_ '... ~ ':, 1 1 " ,'-' Î _. " • \ 

':f:i.r:st y~ars' here w~ré ~~( struggling for surv~va1 and there ,w~s tl.o,' '. ' , 
, , ~,"'\ -J - 1:"" -,' - ,1 _ l" .... l , - ,,;-~\ '- .~- - 1 • 'r - _ j 1~·- , " 1 -. " 

tlme"to "conc~ti;'ate. on 'eduC?iitiQn;. - Ho~ever, after Se~g a foothold in .~ 
- . , ~ 

the nèw ~o~, -UkrainiarÏs' beÇ:a,m~"~~xio~ for their childrèri PJ bécorne' - ''': 
, , . 

Eng~h in order 'h?' _~"èConomiC oppo.rtwu.ty" ~ succeS$ in -
• - t ' 

: - l li 

They -'wer~ convinced <that tœ best' ~eans' ~ 0 attack ~e::' 

, , 

proficient in , , 

the . future. 
l , 

p~oblem 'was to ~ Ukrainian~English bilingual teach~rs. 
, , 

In their: 
" 

, 
mir'lds, ,these teachers 1would ~ the best qÎ1alified 'to meet the neèds of' 

1 \, ...... .... 

, -
Ukrainian school· cbhdren. 'l'he, French - Catholic .. cle~gy became 

" , 
~ ,1:. ' .. " , ''. 

,\ . 
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- - ~ , 
involved early on .. · The Manitoba Conser~ative goveolIn'ent- '~as the ;',first" . \~--

! • 1 ... .".. __, _ " _ ,,1 

• • - / 1 

pr<?vincial govemtnent to ~eseond te, the Ukr~' appeal. \ I~/. a1low~ th~ 
,,\ 

opeIting' of a trëtin:ing school fo~',. Ukr~-EngU:Sh s~aRing. school,"" 
, - " .. ....... . .....-- ,~ ... \ 

teachers.. The other two province~ soon followed ,with sirni1aI' schocl.s:" '" 
.... .. '1 - \ 

, ' . ' -
Ho.w~~:r, the dreams of ~~, .s~rs were' soo~ -shattered., ,: 

Alberta was tl\e first province to qlos~ dowil' fuèse sch06ls, with, '~anitoba . 

and Saskatchewan 
.. , ~.,. 

following shortly: Élfter. 0 ukràirilans - strug9l:ecf' for' 
_ ~ ,.J 1 

nearly four de.ca~s: tP ,re.ïî1sta~ the'se clas~s .. 3 A~liti6f.l of, mlingual 
\ " 

! '-t l 

'.schools fo~.ced the, .estabÎishÎne~ of private schools for', Uki:-~. 
- - 1 1 \ • 

, , 

It is not the. aim her~ to judge .the 
l , 

'language, history and literature .. 
1 '"'-

actions ~f the different provincial gov~ments. The ~ situation ~ ,ano 
• ~ 1 ~ .1-, 

)' ,prOblem~ encountered. ~v: .:~ ,Onl~ ~~ghted-.. ~ this. w,or~ .. , 
~ ,L edu<?1tion . of U,krainians :in canada is still an open field 'for study." 

The 

. ' ' 
" 

• >, 

Ironicall y th~ very _ same provlaces which originally clo"seël dowh, 
-. 

bilingual schools for' bedng 
, -

"backward~n are today èonsc:ientiously ... 
1 ~ _ "';. .. 

- suppo~g a :~ séhool~ system. Alberta, which '. was : the first to . , 
..... ,. ~ 

a~lisl1 hilingual ~.ch~:in 1_91~, sqmds now, as. an .eXample of half-day,-
, '_ ' \ , - ~ • - j t _ ... ~' .. ... f'- ... ... ' ~ 11_ ; ".,. ~, ~ 

\- /' -' ~ ... ~.::; 
j ... 

. .' , , 
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Ukl:'érlnian, half-day Engl.i.Sh· schoOls.' As of April 1971, with ,the, SChool 
( :. '" .... ~ , 

, , 

BœrèPs -approval, Ukrainian' can he a· làngilage of instruétl.o~ ~ grades 
, . . 

,. ..- :' ;': . . 
one and two .(witn -an-'hour in English) and for fifty percent,(50%'5 of-the 

1 • ~. , ....... , .... " 

" 
school . day in each subsequent, grade ,.( Lupul, 1982: 2?5). 'II\. Edmonton~ 

" 

",' , . Ukrérlnian bilingual education is growing w'd.th ev.ery year. 
) ,~ _ 1 J"", • ~ 

_'" 1 t 1 } 

Ii?, hfls .. already ',: 

" reached the high school 1ev~1. 
\ 

f l' y , 
{, ," 

,( 

-' ' \ " ~ r' 

, \ 

1 ~ r" 

The' :developmept, of' the Ukrainian comtnunity and ~tS 1 '~uC?tional 

tJtp~rt:lJ1?itie~', foll9W~ a completely ~~r'ent coUrse in ~M~nci-ea~. It is 
r ~ ..., -," \_ 1,; ... , 

ne,cessary te Ç.~scribe the differences l:letween./rural ând urban conditioJ).S 
l' '" ' _ :~.. l' ;' ..,' \. c ,1 "" .... ~ 

. of sètt:l.ement i1l' Qrder te moré fully, corn~ehen~ the unique devel<:>pment of 
1 (,- ,n • 1 . 

J '-1' f. 

,- Ukrainiân' city ,dwëile~s;.: 1 ... 

- .... ..,' " 
.1 

, 'l" 
, 1 

.,.. f ' ~, • ( ..' ..... " \ \ ,- \ 1 - - _~-, 

The next èhapte~, will sno~: 'that -\~e Ùkra:inian, ~c corn ~~ty 
"'~~ , ,", 

t'O" <1' 

which evo1ved in' l-iontr.eal adapt;ed' "quickly to sur"vival in the ùrtiân 
.. ~ -..... 

- industrial environm,~nt' it was confrdnted with., 
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UKR~N ,S~T~LEMENT IN MONTREliL 
" - , 

\ .( 1. ~ \ 

, 
.) 

URBÀ'N, CONDITiONS 
, , 

, .. 

" 

TM majQrity of Ukrainian set±1ers came from traditional oId w~rld 
, . '" ' , 

agricultural soc;i.eti.es but once iri ,_~da mânY bf them did not,. finish 
, J-

, 

their journey to the' western' canadian farms .• Sorne stayed behind in the 
• 1 

i 
-l , 

..l'" 
~, 

urban iridustrial eilvironment· of 'the east.·' They remained bècause they 
, 

. ran dut qf monéy, te continue westwàrd. 
~ , .. ( ~. : ' ";.r \ 

. 
Stay:ing was ress their choice 

, , 

.' ' 

" 

, ' 

'.,"'f \~ \ ~ ,.. , ,1 .... 
than the only opt;ion available to them 

t.. • ~ \ 
under the ci.i:cumstances. ' For 

these settlers, leaving ~ .. ,â rural ag'ricultural lifestyle proved ~ be 
_~ '~I 1 J. \ 

, an immensely dramatic ch~ge.~"' Tpe groups who settled in large numbers 
,'". - , t 

l ' ~ • • 

on western cana~ homesteads' or· in rural farm areas had théir own 
r. 

particular experiences and tbeir own parti.cular prqblems. Surviv;;ù, was' 

" J not easy; however, their farniliarity with agri.cqlture and living off 't.hE(_ . " 

-' , '. 
'land . ereated ~. continuity between the oui' life' and the new. But for: 1 

irrimi<jrants ~~pti.n~ to ùrban conditiqps farming experi~œ was not much' 

nelp _ -arid these new urban settlers often fo~d themsel vés totally ,-. 

"Unpre~ed for city Iifê. 
,,\ ~t : ' 

Theit behaVior, their ~ttitudes _ ând 'many' of", ' 

',:" tl)~ old fà~ ways 'had ~I change drastically right ftom ~ start .. ",. , , 

. " 

, ... '. . . " 
" . 

,1 

" 
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, , 
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Montreal providès a good base of study from- which to analyze the . 
, , 

growth df a Ukrainian commuiuty' made up of those imm:i,grartts who found 
. ( 

thëmse1 ves stranC!ed. Unlike 'the w~stern Settlements whose origfus have 
, 1 

• 
beer} studied and documented, in suèh books as ,KeY'"an's Greater than,', 

Kings' and Kostash's Ail of Baba's ChUdren and many others. (Refer to 
) 

?o0ks in '~References" for more titles,) the origin of Ukrainian settlement 
l ' 0 

in Montreal is difficu1t to trace. Urban settlement was not planned 'and 

official records. do net existe Researchers disagree about the exaCt , 
, 

arri val date of the very first 
1 

Ukrainian settlers in-. Mono:eal. whèreas 

- Hrym~-Wynnycky (1964: 40) documents that the first Ukrainian family 
'" 

!ame' to Montreal in 1899', Mamchur state~ that the origiIl of Uk.rainians':in 
, 

Montreal is 1904 (Mamcqur , .~939: &9) • One' e:ar1-y . im migrant::,. w. 
~ ~ 

. Anastazlevsky., wroœ in 1906 in the' Arnerican newspaper Svoboda ancL,:in ' 
l " 

Winnipeg's Canadi;an· F"ar-mer tha~, "Ukrainians havè' beeri in Montreal for , . 

ilieadY ,se~~' Yé~S'. ~. . Tne' ~st. 'Ukr~.· w,a~ 'IV~: Tuchtie, ,"a: .".' 
~ ' ... :' ,'~ ~~ - • fI. \ '- ... " ...... ' .. l , ~ _ .1. ' 

, \" , 

bachelor. ~ 
, r 

i . , 

\ , 

Po:int St. Charles Settlement: 

the- century Montreal was fieeing·"the arriv~. pf its f:i;rst- Ukrainian 
/ . 

settlers'- Periniless and segiég~ -nom the .~. Ukr~ sought. out 

low rental areas fôt ~' a~com m~tions ~ ~hey ~ere '~O~ té look for 
. ',~ " ,,' '. . ') 

. industrial employm'ent and therefore settlE;d in Point st.· ~harlest between 
.r 

tl'le aqueduct and the canal,' where heavy industry, was -'concentra~. 
• - 1 

. Even at that time: Point st. Charles was hot an affluent area. " 
" 

1 

" ' 

," 
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The industrial working c1ass lifestyle' the Montreal immigrants ~eU 

, into was a far cry from, the homestead lifestylè their. fellow immigrants 

. '._ . were' expenencing at the same ti.rne' in western Canada. 
, 

Each group 
. 

~eve1oped its own distinct pattern,. of 'survival within :its ne~ 

environment. 

. Point St. Charles has always been considered a wùque area of 

Montrealw It. covers. approximately seven by eleven CÏ:-ty blocks and lies 
J ". 

,i.sland-like, between the Lachine Cana,l to the north, (the oldest centre of 

industr~ .in th~ city) and the C.N.~., ~acks ta the south. Befo~e the hnTi 

indicate that sorne ten thousand pe~p1e were forced to 'move out with' ~ 

, 
'. 

,... _"" i 

am>ropriatiC{n. of property by Northern Electric and Belding corticelli 

" (Bayley, 1939;41-42).4 , .. 

. 
The Point, as it is comm'oruy referred to, was regarded by many as ---

a sIum area of Montreal. Buildings were soat-black from boats pas~ 

in the canall from the spewed out fact:ory' waste and from the cliurning, 

4At presènt these two factories have moved away 1eaving"behlnd tbeir 
massive structures to remind the people of a life in the pasto 
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engines' of the trains. The area had, wide sq:eets and sidewâlks because 
'. 

the large factones ëil.1 r~ed. good transPortation ro~s te rnove ~eii 
, '. , 

supplies and products. ~-- .,....--.--........, 
.- , 

. - . 
t..... • ", -"'.-.....,,~ 

Hore detail is found .in a letter ~rtt±e~ by M~khailo Tsytulsky ~ ___ -; 

bis 
.- "'.... j ~ 

arri '\Tal in ~1ontrea1 w:i.th Jri.s, b79th~/·.in ,~ly APt?l 14°7.' A friend 
" r... ~ \ '( 

greeted them at':t?e train station 'àrid .brb~pt t,hem 1:;0 a home on Grand. 

Trunk Street. - Tsytulsky .desCribed the stteets of the Point as being 
i.\. ~ , .. { • -t ... .. .. Ir( . .. .... \ ..... -

littered . ~ith g?I"bage and having hol~ ev~rywhere. There W'ere -a' fe!'l 
. . ~ ~ 

. \'{oo9en sidew~, the housès had no ·eleci:rièlty and wexe lit by naphta~ .. 
, ..... -. 

The sti:-~rs were heated w~th. tin'y stOves' i0" ~ ~ear. 
'. - - ..... -, . , , 

.~ 

.' 
" 

~ Tne two major' streets in Pcjmt ~l' ~ha.i'les· ~e ceÎrt:e-r Street. and 

~ance to the po~t .,and then . brarlch oUt m' the 'fotp' of a. "V": . It was 
_ . •. '. . ' 1 • 

. . h~e where the commercial., area .and ll\~jor business êstablj_s~rnents were . 

. : ~tO~Çi: ~ocer;·· stor:s, confe~~re~" { poà1 'Itooms, drY~Ood sto~es, 
meat markets qnd taverns ~ l30th str~ are di vided by the Canadian 

'. ~ational .R~oad tracks with . l\ellington Street below or south of the 

_tracks ~ Center Street above the tracks. The two streets are not more 

: than a fi:.ve minute walk apartc. Host of tbe firSt Ukrainians set:tled in 

the area no~' of' the tracks. 
... 
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The' POint,· though 'fairly· isolated "'from the C(~trâl. section ~df 

Montreal, w~? Cd~, ~th it. by ~~"~ ~~r~~" ~T~e g~~ra1 
fl .../ ~ .. ~ .".. ri' -

, . ; . .... ~ ~..... _.. - , ) .. "' 

residential scene was· one of' the red-brick tenemeqts,"~ adl!1:i.t::tfng. . " 

passage 'ol)lY -.thr'OWh;~ h~deâ 'stair~aSe ' ~e~ sheaS' ID the baèk 'lâfes. 

\ - , 

Man~ ~~s ;;Qn~' ~m~cl~~s -°W~~_ no' ~~~~ -.d~~ ~ - ~ .,~i~ti~~ ~er~ . ',/ 
~ A" ,.. ~ .. oC l' ... ,. ; : .~. ( ~ ~ , r" __ .II 

..l'.".. .,.-" ..... ,,1 ' .. J' ' r 

different from the' UkrEÜne farml.âÎids'. . Thé homes facing the street " haa 
. ; .... "".--' .... ~~ ",,,'" ,,;:,~ ~/ . . " 

doors immed:Lately - adjacent ,'to ,-the woooen 'sidéwalk. 'There were ,no 
.." , ~ ,1 .. , \~. , 

... • ,; t 1 ~ ~ 

ver~ or balcor;i.es·, juSt onè~.or :t~o' '*p~ ~. ~"d09..r' of tn$ home. 
.. ~... , 

• ' • .. ... ,. .. - ,. " .. J - ~ ;/ .. l' ~ 

On a ,hot summer day, the. people wou1d qOl1le out âpd .si,t· on tpeir sœps or 
..l .. <:" '1 ~ ~' y'" - 1 .. ~ ... 

. ~ . ~) 

would bring chairs from' their' hoûmi 'ri9ht, out on 'the side'walk and 'crowd 
t , .. n ~ ..... ~,f ~ • r" .. 

, 
the path of the pede!striclns: This, sittlation was unfamiliar to~ them. 'The 

",- " "1 , 

bWJ.ding~ were in a poo~ <:~te'. ~~. ~~ed 'sey,erpl: degrees 'flro~ ,the 
~ 1 t • 

vertical, atairways were alm~st colia'pSed g.pèi, ~tloPrs ~sUhken. The 
'~II :, l ,~ ... 
~ • l' 1 1 li, 

tenernents were "cold flats n, - very damp in ~., w~r jnônths and dusty 
.,'" ~~ J 1 -.: :'~' ' 

and hot in the summer. ,The area, w~s';poor, ltPeed·,arld ,thè rnost dense1y 0 

,: .~.. • f t./ ( ~ /'\ ~ 
~ 1 ..., \ , 

populated Ukrainian seétion was found on ·th<$ ll1ost': aeterioratéa streets: 
l , --Q <t 1 t l'.,.. 1 

... ",.... l ' . 

. . 

Richardson," 'C~r ~. Mânufactur~ :(Î.1am~bti;; ..r~~9,", p.'73~. Bày1ey 
, ,." , t .... J .. 

~ (, ~ 1 \ (" ,. 1:;' " ~'/' '; :' -. \ ~ 

describes the -early sett:.lement as if theJUkr~- had crossed the bridge 
,_ ... ..: ... ~, 'ir/,( .. ~ (( '; w ~ 

te the· ,Point, and'/ .,s~ ,right"'.6n ~ f;trst(~~rA (~~y:iey, 1939 :43) • 
" ','., " :. ..', ..... 

Though newe:r: ~ ~o~es < were '~ ~ found .~catt:ered ·o.n c~rtain s.treê\=S more 

, distant' from ~'fact:ories l : Ukt~.aJi a Me' could not afford to live 
0I;~, • ~ 

"1 \-0" 
, .. ,t,. ; , 
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" ib . therp., Photog-raphs frorn that period show a thick cloua. of - srnoke'· and 
, /1 , ' . ' 

" ., ' . ~~ , , . 
dust hanging o'Ver Point'~. Charles from the industries. 'l'he rœds al:s6 

.did' 'net help. As described by an early irnrnigrant:, "The 'sidewalks were 

m,acie' of w~dèn bqards. while the streets were covered with gravel. 

,Because of this' in the ~ mer _ a cloud of dust would rise like' :iÎ1 the 
, .. 

,Sahara. Ir 'Elizabeth PellEtti~ , Secretary of the Provincial Board 'of 
, , 

, ' 

Health at tnat, time, complained. that 'the streets "were in an' intolerable ' 

state t.}lOugh to1erat:ed" ~d that the lanes were used as "refusEt dumpstl 
, ' 

~ Copp, 197"4: 18) " '. 

, '< 

..z 

pomt St. ChArles was not a Ukràinian set±lement pez:: se, however, 

the 1argè'~ \' p,ercentage of Ukrainian,z groupèd ~ere. 

1 :",' 'their oW!l "ghetto" helped 1:0 m,ake the ,unknown, seern - farniliàr., , O~e 
., '- .., ~ \ \ " 1 1 

1 .. , 
.. ' .- ',. ,sèttlèi, 'an;iving in Montreal il? 19l3, describèd the Ukrairri,an enclave: ' , ' 

l " .. , , -

l ~ ," . . 

.. , 

, " ". , . 
~. '- . . 
" , 

st. 

, " 

, • \ 1,_ 

l co,Uldri't walk ',out of rpy 'houS'e hor dpwn' the 
sti-~ without meeting a nurnœr' of Ukrainians. 

,-When' we \lsed '\:0 go ChristInas lcarbllng 'at" ',' 
ctlristmas time, rto on~ would' ~ry' with, them. a: 

.. llst: of addresses., w é' would just walk down "-
1 center and the othe!', st.reet:s· arouna 'Center am· -

1 knock' o!1, ~ost" every ;sepond' dO?+:-.. ·We rarely 
, made a 'mistake bècausè the hOuSes werè. filled 

with Okra:inians. (my iJ?,terviëw w/Orozdowich)" •. 
1 • 

, ' 
, 1 

. ', " . 

. '" 

, \ ~./ 

, . 
" 

,> 

, , 

Lawrence Settl§ment: Âbo~, 1908, ~ew Ukrainian irnmig~~,"~ a 
,-' ~' a , , 

'. 

" 

•. r 

, " 

. , . 
- ' 

1" , .... 

small number from the Point ~an tO rnove into the central; sl'\l~' section '. 
-

around ,St~ Lawrence Street (MamchUr; 1939: 66).: ThE! iRlIlugrants here, 
'" '. . , 

" ... ' .. " 

,< 

'. , .,. 60 -
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âlso found' ,themselves in cheap, temements close to a hig'hly ~v~l.Oped 

com~erci.al section' o"f Montreal and ?l, region surroun~ by needl.e-trade 

'fact:oiies. Thè' ,main "pull" factoJ': in thi.s area was the CQncentration of - , ~~' ' 

,/ Jews ( , who,' kI1.o~mg 'Ukrainian or, other Slavic languages -, direct:ed the 
, > , 

The w?~en. fQund jobs ~ , .Ukrainian 'newcomèx: :00 this àl;ea' for lodging. . , ... ' ~'" ... 

the clOthlng' ~acb:>ries and' employ,ment Î;l~ - maids -in j~wish - households , 
~ .' , . 

("Mamchur, -19~9 :"66) .' ' ~he ,qkr~ settlénent spread ~ween Amherst, 

~ and' pa~ineau'j se.ieèts, JMÔ;mchur, 1~69 :67).. Here; Ukrainian immi9r~ 
~ ,l' ... "..-

,. : U:Sually -~ented the~ gwel.litlgs aI!d _ many lived .in roommg - h9uses where 

( . - ,-

. 
they shàre{ one . room p with 'two 'or thr~ other, people. , ",fhese Ukrainians ' 

,- .. ' . \ 

w~r~,,' consider.~ te ,be arist:Ocrats by Ukrainians of 'the Pomt, for th(i!Y 
• ..1""" .- ' , 

, ~ n~-tIavë -té 'll~ë in the' "lean-te's" and rooms. unaer bu:la.t-in "'~ck:' 
1; .. 1 • 

vèranda:~, as the latter ~'to (Bayley, 193~·: 46) ~ , . ~ - " 
.. ' .;" .. " 1 ri,! ... 

.. t" r , . , . " 

. 
-Frontenac Settlement: A"third ai:'~a of settlement in, 7 Monttèa1' was qreated· , 

1 r ~ T '" \ , 

, . by the lOcation of 9. hrig~" gas factory' presently. ~own as the, nNatural < Ga~ , 
~, - ... J.,. 1.' ... 

<; ,. \' ... /' \ 

Company" on. Frontenac Street,' just. below~' ,Ont:a.t:io Str~~ It prÇ>Yid~ 
, .... \"\ ~. ~ '(. ~\ ,..' 

...,' ,. 
, ~op~rtl.111;:ities .f~r emp~ym~nt, for a "W-ge nUI'(\ber of, Ukrainians. '. Those 

" 

" 

.. 

" 

" , 

'.' 

, \. .. "t 

.-

\ " ... " Il 

~ .1.,/."~ ~ Î ~ ............ l, 

- who' œ:d s~~" in the central secQ.on betw~'" Amne~ . and '-~~~eaû 

'. 

, -, 

.. 
,<. l " 

'.' , 

<, ., 

.. -
"- , -

'. 

0/ ~ ~ .. ~ iii,;" ' .. ~an to ~ move fàrtl:ter east, forming the· nucleus. œ, the Frontenac 
, • 4. "\ 'e li 

settlement nlqtupchak, .1939:67). " 
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The Frontenac area st:ood jn di.st:inct côntrast to the Point. ''where 
- .. - '-

the latter was situated within an ind~ section 'along the hal"bout and .. .. , .. , ., 
~ ~ ". , ~ ,.... t .. 

the c:anal, t.l-te Frontenac settlement was ~ resi.dential area., With the: 
• 1 a • 

. exception _of . the 'Canallian ,Pacifie Railioàd t;raeks' to the) east of the' ," . 
,(J ". 

~ett1ernent, Frontenac'" was not surr~unded by. factorie!s. The' im I!ligrants 

had aecess te. many smaU 'sllops and othér trading institutions ~hiCh 
. 

ser;v~ te make ·the ar~a fairly self-sufficient, ~hile rnost of the hom~s , . . ., \ ' 

were ·stiJl-'somewha~ ~l'd,' they ,'ifere -much new~r thall ~ose in 't;he po~. 

AIso, the streets were developed as gart- of a ~eside~ section.of·town' 

âna thèrefore had" -sorne green spaces around them. Ukra:inians were 
, , 

\ 
. mostly fOW1d ·on Gascori; Berry' 1 Hog.an; Montgomery, Florian, and wuitele'" 

.. Streets (Marnchur, "1939:73). 
1 \ .... ~ .. .... ~" 

" 

, )... \ 

. 'Thê'- :Frontenac wo;~~rn~ls :reside~' area had à. good ~~. ~ 
- .. ~ ." f. ' ":~ , ... 

'. f>ecomirig ' a' comf>:3-ct. Ukr~ neightxj~hOod: 
.- -

H9wever, _ the -'Fr~nch 
l ' " •• ~ 1 ....... l ...' , 

ecclesiastical '.~ school.' aUt:.horities, finding' the french moving out and 
.. ~ )., .' \ ~ .. 

. -' .~eir own ~tuti.éns ~g dè~pu1ated;. ,prev~ed' upon the French 

' .... 
1andlorq,s to l.ease ..orny a .portion of their resldential. property 

, ~', 1 ~ , l ' ' • • '~'; \ 

t,1kr~s ,ànd' not to lease #1, compact Ç1~cks ((Mamchur, - 1939:67). 
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" D,Uring the years 1907 ~d 1'908, there was high unem,plQY.lTl~ and .. ' 
'. ' 

many of the, Ukrainians ','found tl)emselv,es in 'financial distress: , -
" 

-. 

-. 

We ~puld daily 'go searching fo~ 'employment and" 
with no success we would find oursel ves' at the " 
City 'dump. looking for, sorne old shoes or c10thes 
to have something to wear. The Ft:~ch people . 
in the, area were very unfriendly.; They would 
throw 'rocks or snowballs or knock our bats off 
as we walked alon<;j the streets.' They, would 
also b'réak the w:indows :in our homes. To 
protect' the windows during the . winter montbs we 
would b~eak· off springs trom our ~ and make 
Carriers across 'the windows to break the flight 
o~ a rock. l 'five:1 in 'a house together with 
'twenty-six other. men. It was not uncomnion te-
g~ together and' jump a Frenchman in' return ~'for , 
their, great l1ospit:ality:' The police would ,survey 
t:hese happenings but would riet intervene.', Milk, 
ioe t coal and other pioducts wer~. deli vered by 
horse-drawn wagons (Ukrainian Golden Age Club 
"Tryzub" of Mont,real, 1979:238-239). 

,,'- .. 

, ..!. 

1 /' , 

" 

, . 

\, ' 
Tne ,Point and the œntra),. slum areas were considered as quite 

, . 
sepa.ra.te from ea.Ch Qther. Point St. Charles tended to house fanilli~s . , -

" , 

while the central sIum area was populated by unattached individ~,' 
\ \ ...... 

either maids, factory girL9 or homeless men. These were 'known as the, 
, , ' 

"hobo type'" of workers, because they- would take any,' job avaiJable eyen~,' > 
;-' , ... ; 

if it meant travelling great distances, just to accurnulate sorne mon'ey • .." K,' " 
, { l, ~ :' 

- " 

'. 

... 
, " 

, , 
'" 

" 

, " 

. ; ~ 
'" 
" 

gOoa example of this is - Mykhailo Kotsulym's descr~n of ins '~bS',::' ~ - ·n 
."1 ~~ 

" 

durlng his tirst year .in ,'Canada: 
1 ~ ~ • 
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l arrl;ved in Canada, _AprU, 13,," 1905.. Afté~': a _ 
few dâys in Montreal l: was éffered a job. digging 

. " the -fo~dation ,for the·, Sun '_Llfe building 'on 
';, Darche~r street. ,1 ,wqrked aU.' day like a 

o horse and received eighty cents pây at the end -
-, 0 of, the day. 'I worked' there- for one week, at the 

end o~' which l 'rec~ved ~' ,d,?11ar~~ ,The 1 

"folloWl.Ilg, w,e~, a newly 'acqw.red mend 2took me 
,te wor~ in Point St. Charles to a steel plant. l 

worked there for two rnonths", neG'I W' smelters 
on twelve hour shlfts. My ~alary, W'q.S,ten cents 
an hour. l then switched' jobs to -~ factoryl on 

'" Grand. Tr~ Street al.So in the Pomt. My', salary 
thefe was thi.r:ty-five doUâ.rs ci month. At the 
~d of seven months work, l had made sorne goOO. 
money. 'H0'tever, l wanted te try my'.luck\ out 
west working. in the fie1d~. l qidn't .fina ariythi.ng 
better. The far mers wer,e paying 0 three hundred 
dollars for a year's work. l then' tried 'rny lue]{' 
in Winnipeg" However, J:l)ere ~o l ~'t., find 
anything better beéause' one' nee!!jed' one's',· own 
piCk and shovel as yot,l ,walked around, the city-

~.,' asking for work. Aft.er ,two ~eeks of 'w.an~ring 
l arrived :in Fort william. There'-I was able ta 
wor.k on road constructin ,for twel.,v~' ,èents: an 
hç>ur., However, l ·feared linemplô}TineItt' in" wint:ei', 
S;11d decided to séek sométhing niore, definite. ' l 

,)'-:';i:" conti.nued, 00 Chap~u where l got a,_job with the,~ 
, ", . C·.P.R~ During my holidàys in 1906 '1 reb.lrned 

~'to Montreal and to Point St.' Charles, . where , l 
_: decided te. stay (Davi.d9wych, 1963: 53~5S, my 

translation) , " \ 
, , 
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were a source 
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TréÙlSient 1 imnP.gr?M workers 6f profit ta the .... ,- .... 
1 • 

1 (ulgl(r.oCanadian ind~. 
, ' 

According to Donald Avery (+975 :'54.) ''the 
'1" " 

was disarm:ingly simple: int.m~rants should ~ . 
i 1 1 _ 

attitude of these' industr;ia1.iSts 

suppl;y a steady flow of cheap labour". "l-1any immigrant ~or1œrs hoped td 
1 ,. \ t , 

make as 'much money' as pOssible and as 'quickly as ~ss:iblè._" In reality, ~ , 

( ttle immigrant" workers 
1 0 

r:' 

exploitation. 

,I~ 

.:~ -' 1\ ~ • 
1 

r J, l' .... !~; .. 

~" .. ., 

became 

. "' 

victi.rns 

0' • 
,/ ...... 

l' 
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As àlxeâdy ',~entioned'~ 'the first' Ukrainian :i.mm~rants arri..ved wit:h 
• , (" \ ... ' l " 

" -
'1 

\ - ~ \ ~ ~ . ) 

little, ·knowledge ,Of, what canada '~às like. This lackl,'of knowledge was ,-

further magnif:i.ed b~, 'theh-' ~~ >bei,ng able to communicate easily with the 
\ 

'"peoPle of CéU}B&. ~~c differences greatly hind~red the arnount' of 
.. 
progress that ,could be achieved. The immigrants, who 'sett:led on 

). 1 • '} , 

" ~, r 1 .-. * -.:. - 1 .! 

~omesteads ~or :in,,~ral areas were :loser,~ ea9h ,othe~ and at a' greater 

. distance from ~er _ canadians. Although being, around ~:mer s own. people 
.. 

~ed. in combattmg feelings of 'isolation, the,:' rural 'im ~igrant wàs net: 
- .1)' - ~~. , 

forced to learn too mgch -oi the rnew language. 
, "' 

The situation of urba1l 
, ... 

" - immigl:-arlts w~:-différ~. 'f'hey w'ere mU~Q more handicapped wi~C?pt the '-
"' • . r, ,........ , ~ ~ 

to corn muru.cate ID ether FrencH or . (', 

lan~ges. '\ 
1 j ; li"" \' l 

, ' .... 1 •• 

~, , 
1 

.. ~ 

l' 

. ~' 

Ir 

Engllsh, ,~ 

_ _.J _ ,.. , ' 

'" 
majority . 

'The urban immigrant rèrnc:rined' residentially - segregated and sociàUy 
..". 

-è, isolated unles~"',...he s~ught oUt fÜ.s own peop1e. Because he was forc~ 00, 
" ' 

'. 

l , ',T • 1 ...... "'l' 

live in a low' rent. district' ~ did not know the dominant :tan9uage',~ he 
... -" '-~ ~ - , , 

suffered tejecti.on' by the do~_~ population '~Oups" The immigrant 
'1, ~ 

communitY ultimately came to-:...~ held together "by, a network' of persona1 
..J (' ",.. )\. ~ .. ,-

relations scatter~ abOut ,the' ~œn:~ envirpnment~ each helpi.rtg, tbe other . , . 
whene~er poss~. / ') 

" , 

1';' . . 
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In Western Canada the Uk.rainian' immigrant's' pr!mary ',bbjective was 

physical survi val~ - Life was too harsh te allow time for. organizing a 
" 

social life as welle Only when their primary physical needs began to be 

" 
. ~n care of, éould the p~airie im migrants start b~g thefr 

. 'éommunity' orgaiûzation!;ï. Their fust attempts were to r~stablish' and ,,: ,,'; 

follow the sa'me fa~ i.n.stitutions th~y had' ,known in Ukrali'..e. 
, 

Even in 
J '1-

the most prC9res~ive villages, the center ,of community ?f~' w~a~ llS~y 

the village phurch. 'The ,h~mog~neity and isolation of ~ the" sèttiemènt 
- , , '~' , 

meant thaF IJluch, of the oId world Culture, was duplicated in C~da.... Not 

surprisingly 1 the first Ukrainian organization, in çànàda ~Çl~- the' $t.'. Il" 

- ,~ 

Nicholas 43rotherhood, ,established in' Edna-~ , Alberta, ih 1,897, qy 
, ) .. ... t ~ l , ' 

1 • ..,.... .., '. - , , 

Greek Ca~olic tikr~ 'immi<;Jrants '(Woycenko, 1982:174). Thé recoî:-ded 
. , ' 

f~·:\ ~ \ . ~ 

arrival of the, first Ukrainian-immlijrants te Western Canada wa§ 1891. It 
f .... ' :; ? t .. ~ . .. 

had~ taken th~ ·,fi.rst'· Ukrainian farmers six, years '~' set up tI:t~ fu.st, 
. - \ " '\:'""( , 

distinct orgairl.zati9~. 
.. , 1-. 

" " , , , . 
'l',,', 

, ! 

( , 
," 

-, , l /<~ " 
~~ ~/ ... .... .Je .' • " r ,,~p 

• / .;, 1 :: ~~ f' ?r?~a~ons were ",set up. in half' t?re time' in ù:cban 

".- ,:lndust:l:ial, Mgnt:r:eal.,' Here the immigrants we;e c~oÎlte1 itn'mediat.elY, 

, . 

J, 

, , , 
',' 

with the - cpltural 'ways, and, re1ational structUres', of" tl;le-' dominant 
v • -..1, _ • 

estaj,Üèh~ so~ety. ukt:ainians sooQ d:evelope,d thei!': own brganizations 

,,~ 'for. " m~ " aid "and" p~ob1eIl'\ ,3so1 v:~~ . ,: Theii ,: firs~> institutions and 
~, JI· ..' _ ;-"c ~ ~ 1 l' - .., 

assOciatiOns were survival. oriEmted 'and were· orgamzed ,te proteçt the ~'. 
" . ", ~ ~~.., 
-..-' \ .-'J, , r, 

immigrants -from crises. ·They he1ped provid~ i ~ m~um 'satisfaction of 
(, 'i<; 

needs, especially economic ones. 
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In 1902, approximate1y three years aftet' the first' immiCJrants . were '. . 
... • t ~ \..,... \., ,,{' 

, - , ~, )... \ - ..,. 

stranded in Moht:real, Ukrainians created the nUkr~ Canadian Citizën's .' ,'-

Cllub" • Its 'aim was fOl: ,members te, help one another with affairs ... , 

involving th~ munic:i.pality;' such as rents"'and wa:ter,,;-- and ta d~ ~ith 
~ ...... If, L~ , , 

these problems .colleét:i.ve1y in the English- languàge. The club lB.sted 
, . 

wrt:il 1930 -.' (Ukr~ Golden, Age Club !!Tryzub" of Montreal, 1979: 297). 
.. "" 1 1 

Urban living had accelerated the ~veloprnent" oÉ ~r-ga$ed associations. 
~ ~ J • " • 1 1. , ' " -

This neeéC for physiCal Sl.1Ivival and cultural protection under a ~ 

dominant. socie:tY: iS further ampl.:i.fie:i the following yéar, in 1903, when 

Ukrainians- of Montreal organized the "Associat;ion.in Care of Set±lers" 
" 

(Marunchak, <. 1970:209). Not much is known about' the founding meeting. 

How~.ver , a small article in the Canadian Almanac- Nove pole, , describes 

";;-,the .,. or,ganizati.on as foll9ws: "September ~7.; 1903, ukrainians in Montreal" " 
'. ." , ,/ 

'~an thé Assoc:i.ati.on in Care of Settlers. 
. ~ " " 

Vo1odymyr Anastâiievs~kyi, the secr,etary was' Iako,v Sysak. The dues 
., - , 

we~~ ~. cènts a mont:J:l.· This was: ~ . reac1lng s~. with itS' duty to 
,. ~ ,~" ')" ' 1 l ~ ... ' ~ 

take care of the new1y, ~Ved uk;é~~. :r'{hi:s ,Society changed its, 
1 

name after two years. _.:" , CMat;unchak" .1972:89-90" my translation). 
l' .1. 

" . 
Ahother of Marunchak"s books publ.ïshed in 1970,' describes the Associatiçm 

J .- , 
... 1 ~ ~ t 

as fla 'cultural center wb~ duty,' among otl;l~ things, was te look a:fter 
..,. 1 ~ ..... _ l ~ , 1 

./' " ' , " " 

t:l"le needs, of labourex::s arriving in "Montreal' and new sett.lers in general" 
î' ~ 1 l' 

/ 

(Marunchak, 1970:20). Th~ >.~~mbeis· -did n~,~'forget their ho~e1ani. and 
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•• ' "t aid was"-~o 'sent"œ:~ th ~eir,-fa_$" still ln-tJki:ak. -In tinte thë-
:'" f ) ~ .\ -,':: ~.... • 

'- ':ij ~'~ 

y" ~me, of \th~, Assoclati.on wa;;._ chànged to "Assoc:i~tion':in Car~ 'of 

~d Aid':t:o the, 'Old'~ounb:Y"~(M~~h~: 1970~209). __ ' ~. . 
.. ~ l 1 - 1 

" .1 . , 
'\, ''', .-

organization recoJ:'ded in Montreal is, the "S~lf-Help" or-the , - < , ti'he' tlti.rd , , - , 

"Ûkra.i:niaI1 ,~ Sick , 
- , 

Benefit Society." 
-' 

It is almost impossible to tracK: down 
~~', " .. .. 

~ :') ';' -"t"-le exact year thls' society' was _ ~ounded. 
'. , 
Marunchak sets the date as . " '. , 

, . February 3, 1907 (Marunchak" 1972:95; 1970:20),. A ~ee book 

. ,'. comIl}em6rating the early Ukrainian, pioneers in Quebec da~s the beginning ... 0= the ,,€>tganization in 1903 (Ukrainian Golden ~ge Club "Tryzub" of 

. f.~ontreal, 1979: 297) • tihile we- cannot he sure of the exact date of its 
~-- ~ 

fou.n.Çlin~, there.~ .no dispute as to wby it was formed. The reason -for ,-

'" 

" . 
" 

" 

, 
1, 

" , , 

, 

\ 

'its existence is ;clear:' 'With no unemploym~nt insurance or <JUa;ranteen 

incorne in case of itlness or injury, Ukrainian settlers ~er~ quick to 

how a brisis WQuld he d . , unng Urnes of 
) ,~~ t 

, , 
ul'ldere mpl:ô-y ment, ~onomiç downturn or no incarne. A disproportionate 

i ' • -

.' 

ntlmber of Ukrainian workers t were found in undesirable or heavy lÀbor, 

jobs, where accidents were cornmon. A high per~ge of workers were 

involved in seasonal job§, such as road work or construction. Put into 

t:'1ese situations, it was very advantageous to the immigrants to have 

tl)eir "Ukrainian Sick Benefit Society." 

.. 
l, 
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Members .pa.id monthly dues set at One dollar. After six months 1 ~ , 

a ' member' fell -iU, he would recei ve seven dollars a week over a three , - , 

month period., , Following this, the payments would he diminished to three 

ri after two years a member suddeIÙ.y died, the widow - , 

and -children would receive three hundred dollars' té> help them survive', 

ard 'one hundred and fifty dollar,s for the funeral arrangemen5s . .... .. ~ 
~ 

(Maruilchak, 1972:95; Ukra.i.n:i.aÎl Golden Age Club ITryz4P"' of Montreal, 
- , 

1979: 2 97) • ' Fort Y people s~ed up at the first meeting and after 

seventeen months, there were elo,se to one hundred -members (Marunchak, 

1972:96). M~s were held in Richmond Hall at 280-Richmond street_in 

Point st. Charles (Marunchak, 1970 i. 209 ) • ' 
-

\ ' 

,. 
; - \ ~ 

The _ minu~s of. the meetings of this org'anization - at the National 
-- , 

ArclUves in ottawa records donations ranging from one penny ter 

The namès 
'. , 

of accident viCt:i.ms' who - recei ved -money 
.' . , ""'twe,nty-five cents. '. 

'ftom ,the s~ety are' also recorded. No cultural activit:ies ~e d,ted U;.:, . ~-: 
\ 1 l ~ "-t ~ '- - , 

'these minutes-. 
, . 

, , 

The Montreal associations were originally survival oriented; In 
j \~.... 

• 
~me, ~owever_,_ these sa!l'e associations _ began. to acquire" 6ther social 

-, - . ' 

fui1ctionS. The n AssoCiation jn.~ Aïd of Se1:tlers n . began te dou1:>le as a 

cornmunity. cénter and was, the place ~ go to hear about job openings. 

'13ooks and" newspapers· were read ,aloud to, keep the _ people informed. 
r .-

Spe~rs -r~ere invited. te give talks. By May 5th, 1906, the first ~ce 
. -

f9r Ukra:irtians' was organized (Marunchak, 197 :91). By the end of ~~ , 
"" r.... ~,. ~ • 

" . 
,-

\ 

,Ù' . 
" -
-:' ....t 
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year, a total of three dances ~d been organiZed by the Association. , 
, ~ 

Repop:.s show that these soc:ial' 9ights wliJre weil attended with people 
, . . . 

sta.y~g and' ènjoying them,s~ves untU sunrise the next day. 

On October 27th, 190,6,' ,'the first Ukrainian theatre performance was 

staged (Marunchàk, 1972: 92). ' It was organiz'ed and performed by the' 
, . 

- me m'ber 1;1 , of' the Association :in Aid of sett1ers. The name of the play was 
. , 

"Who is with God, then God will be _ 'with ~" (Marunchàk, 1970: 209). 
1 

This new Association aJ..:so becàme very activ-e and by February' 1908, put 

on ,its own fiIst theatrical perfQrmance titled ~ tl Mr • ~cretary" 

(MapJrichak~ 1972: 93). '. , . . ' 
, " 

-, . , 

On AugUst 5th, 1907, !the "As'sociation in car~(,of 'Sett1,ers ~d Ai.d to 

thé old ço~untryn agam~ 'c6anged 'its name t? ft Association of - Ukrainians". 
, , 

(Marun~hak" 1972:92~ 1970.:209-). This is ,considered 00, -he,' a very 
,-

P:p:x:gessive rnove beca~ rnost· Ukrainians ,:i,n Canada' ~~that time .rèfe~rei 
....... • _ 1 _ _ 4 

~ , • "<., 1'- -_ - _ '" • ~ 

, ~ thernselves as Ruthenians rather than Ukrain:i..ans. ;, ',' 
• ~ J 

, 
Ail the ear1y organizational life was in P"int.. St. Charles. It is 

... \" ... /! .. / • 

not known if the Association' of tJkrainians owned or rented their aSsembly 

hall or buil.d:ing. 'However ~ at the general mèeting :in ~907, the Ukrainian/ 

press, reported oné' rnember being e1e:cteP œret;aket.: of 481 we1Îington:', 
.... - - > \ 

, ' 

street (Marunchak, 1972:92). It therefore: ~ms safe to assume that this' 
'; 1 • 

, 

.~ !address ,was an independent corn merc:i.a1 space •. 
i ' , 

Having an orgahi.zation 

with a~ess -te ~ ~g within a ~u9h ,~ short space' <?f tim~ ~te~ 

the importance Ukrainians in Montreal plaçed pn _ their organizational ~ • . " ~ ~ -

" 

:> , • . .., 
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SHARED IDEOLOGY OF THE DIFFERENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Liftle else besides these corn munit y centers existed in i>1ontreal ta 
'" 

link the immigrantS with their ethnie group. Many immigriUltS arp.ved in 

Canada without the.ir extended familles. So 

crucial. The basic principles and philosophy of these ear1y Ukr~ 

community groups may be the result of cer;tain parent societ:ies and Îdeas 

brought with them from Ukraine. To the outsider, the community seemed 

f ta he :int:egrated by a shared ~ology which mati vated the group and 

COnsti:t a source of vitality for the community as a whoJe. ·Thè· 

founding of the Drahomanov ,SOciety in Montreal in 1907 (Ma.ruqcrhak, 
, ~ 

19'72:99) offers a theorep.cal exp1anati.on of thé harmoniouS acti.vities of' 

. the comnlunity during that ~ly time periode 

MykhaiJ.o ,Drahomanov, ~dvocated ,-~ " ••• the "renewal of t1kra:irlijm. 
, , 

literature-- and learning, the study, of the Ukrainé, the ad~ancem~, of 

masses through rational propaganàa 'not b100dy uprisings, the sbidy of 
t ~ '" , 

, , . , 

European lànguages, read1ng and lit;eracy , th~ preservation of fait;h,_ 
. '\ ~ \, ~ , 

\ \ ,- custom ~"tradi~n, (~e org~a~on ,qf co-oper~ti.V~S and self .. r~~,','," 0', 

a~sociati.ons, the ~I!lportanœ: of 1 the household, democJ:llcy arx1 socialism Il 1 

(Ke1ebay, 1980:79). - , 

Reviewing the' organizations 'ând the activities ,ln Montreal- ~ te 

. 1907, ci of ,them faU neatl.y >int'o 'D~$O~an~ ~hi10S0PhY. It was the:" 
, , ,-

""self';'Help ASsOciat:ion" that set up' thè Drahom SocieÇy ,(~arunchak! .. 
, ' 

1972:: 9-9) • Bath ,~rgaidzations c1.osely with each ether' .,. artd,' , 
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• r , , 
IûëL'1y perform~ces or cultural activities ~er~ prepared ~~er" -It i.s: 

... 
only l.ogical te assUme' that Montreal ~s belièved '., in ~1:he . '. 

~ 1. ' ~ 

Drahomanovian code if they' set up -~ 6rg'~ation li) 'tü.S. name. K~lèbay' .. 
" ~' 

goes as far as narning the first group Qi Ukr~ settlérs in 'Montreal,-
, . 

arriving between 1899 and 1914, as ~~ :UPionee~~'- ~r'- IIDrahOrn~0r.~l 

(K~ebaYt 1980:75). )r 
"li;> , . 

Seing mainly of the. working çlass," it 'is net surprisiilg that tpe 

settlers would reflect the working c1ass or sociali:st ideas they had Qeen 
, . 

eXJ?Osed to in Ukraine. In conseqcrencè, many adopt.ed·, Drahornanov·s 
'..' " 

on ~de~dènce'~ ':for ' . Ukraine ,: '~ 
_ _ v ,'" • , .. program based socialism, 

o anticlericalism. ", This qnticlericalism was" r061::ed ill.the- convict.ion that 
.. "', ,J.~"',, \-r'"~'~~~ ,,' ~~ of ".~ ... 

• ' "" 7. • ~ ( , 

t"e cle.rgy w~e ~ot 'doing enough fo~ ~'!? ,pea~y r .èi~er.· e:duca~o~. 0 

, . ' 

.. . or econorzica1ly. ;rn Europe, the youth l'lad qèên' cfia+J.ei:l!1ing the' èlergy·s .. 0 , " . '. ,. .. -

l, ,..-- --, __ traditi.~nal corn::rÇ)l, 'over aJ}' that ~~pen~. 'n; the' ~ ~~e, ~,cana~: --- ... "" '.- ' ' . '''' - --

J 

\ • ' .. r 

." because of the great .1aC~. ~ Ukr~ cl~:r;9t whp.e :~"ettlernents- ~ were 
, , 

formed, ~uch of the -. community life was otg~ed by peasants ·or 

laymen, many ?f .whom championed the abOve-f\\entionecii. idealS. Thése 
.' 

politicë!l objecti. ves would have important implications for, the developmenb 
a .., • ~, l , 

- -0= community organizati.~ns. With little else iri, Montreal te tie the' 

sett1ers to thèir .roof:s back h<;>me, even those WhO" ~f~ s~c~' ~ 
Drahomanov's p!1ilopophy parti.cipated or were' ~~la~ ~ Therefore, in' 

many cases, immigçants of many alv~e political 
, 

and religi:ous 

. per~~sÎ:ons belonged te> the same ass~çia8.6ns; 

" . 
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,:" "~~ 'pdll~' Md' 'ie~~""d:i#e~~~i' àt: 'the "base of the lay, 
, , .. • .. • l' \' i (", , ~,. .. " , 

prganizati6~s, and withln ,the 'hear:ts, of individPëil, Ukrainians, would later 
~ ~ • r "1 '... l ~ i" 

':,,' ~h in an' open '~nfl:.icl: 'that wo~, ~ve a serious ellect on the~bilingual 
." ~..... • "l ... -,. ~ 

.. ~ , .. 1 . 
. ~school system'\. 

\ ~ ~ t 

• 1 ! ~ ~ .' ' 

" .' , .' , 
, " 

• r' 1 .., : ~ ~ >... • , 

,Ir f ~ '.. e ,~ .. ... ! " 

•• ': Tc;> the o~ide;r, :ukri~'·~ commUni:ty '1ife apPeared teL be, bu.il:t on 
• ';. , r .::' ... 1 ,.. , 1". ,L 1 ~ ~ • 'l,,' • 

sb:oP9 . h~mOCJ.ên~o~ , . 1:b,PUg~" and 'Ideals. "A' r:evi~w of thé' c<?Itl,~tmi~y 
, .. " ;- ,. l t " '1' ., : l , ,II .. ~ , , ., ~ \' r," t ... 

org~a~n's': ',~rn~'t'~~p . Shpw tha~ ~,,' .s~ItJ.è, ~,mês ,tend',~to repeçlt, 
~ ,'" ~ • ~ 4 , .. 

r ~ , • .. ;" t ~.... ... ~ 

themselv~s *.n, e~~h, ,pe~' ~$O,~:=:t-ori •. , ~ute.;wqerr :the com.IT!~ty' became' 
• - ~ • • ,...:;. • ( <" !. ~ ... 

betier establi s~ecr, 'thf imm~g,rarits :t>egan' ';~' !i~qw.' Ith$": "Wlitiqal .and 
.. .,'.: r rI! ", .. : :" t ~.... : v' : - r • l ,\...,... .~"'," -" of ' • 1 

ideol:ogical, diverg~ci.~s.,· ~~~' :more CJr?U?~,( e~~h~,~ 'people be9an to 

identrfy themselv~s: ,o/i~,' ... s~ciac PO~~" cS~ientatioris or interest 
" 1 f" '10 ,7 1 <>, () ~ " • r,,, b 

groups. In Montreal,' :t:.he' establisHment 'of the' DrahoInaI)Ç)v Society may he 
, ~ 1'" ~ 0 {,,' ~! ~: 

\- 4 ,. 

con~idered a catalyst in ~ .:Introduction ,of 9rOUPS with a' more -expressed 
.. ' ." ,; rt'" ~ t,\ ~ Jr. 

.. .,f ~ ~" "'. ' .. ' ' , " ' 

~ al j,st leaning. Grpup;s <' :w~;re, beçommg ïde:htif:iea. by their 'Pol:iq.œl 
, ,,-' (, . ' , " 

' .... 

, 

~ ('...:.... • t'f ... ,'" \ " • ... --... ,,' ... 

philosophies and the membet'spip,~ .~. toi stabilize arQùnd this time. 
, .1 ". l , .':'. '. • "... ~ 

The members ôf the Okr~ti.niarL·co~mwütY: w~r.f{ f:lnding., and 'staying with, :,' ' 
, f 

,th, .associatÎons whlch refléé±ed. thè~ ~rsP~al' politlcal beliefs·. 5 
~ ~ ," ~ - ... 

- ',t' , 

./ 

, , 

f , , 
, ' 

" 

Q:. , 

" 

" , , , , 

... ~ J 

• ~. ,1 

.' 

, 1 
, 1 ',' 

! '~ .., C;" \ • 1 1 

'1.'\, ' 

, ' , 

~ '. ' 1 ~ " • 

'5The names of different orgartizer,s ·arufi . ~~mbers are, ment:?Dneq' : ~ the' " ' , ,:' \ 
Jubilee oBock COm11lémoratil'lg the 85th Anniversar.y, Qf 'Uk.r~ .settlers in: ' , 
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~' ,RIFT IN THE ~O~TREAL UKRAÎNIAN, COMMU~ITY 

Marunchak describes the Montreal'" community 'as more harIl',onious and . , 
"1 \... ~ \..' '" '" 

, co-operati ve. compared with other Ukrai.nian Canadian corn murût:ies a:~-fthat· 
~ , 1 1 ~ , 

time, bitt. says' this harmqny ended ~l:1Ild -1910 (Marunch~,' 1..972,,99) • He, '" " 
• t. 'IL .. 

, .... .... '. 
" 

Jtroyide~ no' deta.iJ.s as te why unrest sUd?en1y àppeared within the-
, 1 ~ 1 ~ ....... ., .... , 

. community • But 'cOnsider.ing the' dffferent 'philosophical pers~asions of 

Ukr~, it is interesting tè noœ that~in 191Q, the' major event fqr tl}e ' 
1 1 ,..... ' 

"Ukrairiian comm'unity was the visit or Metropolitan Àndrir Shettyts'.kyi of 
1 l '1. '\. " 

l , ~ • 

Lviv' and Bishop Soter Ortynsky of U.S.A: for àn~ Ellch,aristic COr1gJ;"ess 
, ~. 

~ing held in Montreal (M~chak,. 1970:210) ... :rt.'is' errt::u-èly,'posSibl~ 
" fi 

that the sudden rift cited by Marunchak within the community.' was the 
, , ; , , 

l" , 

r 
, ( 

- .' " direct result of Ws visita There ma y be strong ,enough. evidence to 

r ';' , 

r' ',' " 

, , ' 
\ , 

§ubst:apttate this hypothesis~, In',~ c~ntext ~e '~~grotmd ,Pt ,the .. 
, " 

Ukraihtan church 'corri~unity 'and: ,000gan:i.zatiQns'· in' Montreal leadinc;i. up ta 
1 \ " - _ ~ ,-. '" .... , - 1 1',,' 

1910 provides sQmè ~rest:j:ng information.' ~, 

, 

'. " , , 

, " 

. ' 

::rbe "p;ov~e, of Quebec supports, ,~. largest Roman ca~olic 
. ./ 

popù1àti.on ':in cànada, and therefore, the', Ukràini.an immigrant fol;lJld no 
, 1 ~... .." , ~ \ 

. lack, ~f churches tà attend. Ukrainian Catholicism' is a part of ~e eas~m ~ 
, " l ' '. 1 • 1 • ' • \, 1 

Orthod~x" fal'th ~d.is, fun~menta1lY' "diffe~ent from the be1iefs' '~ 
" ' , , ' 

l '1 . , 
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riblals of the, "La& or Western Roman Catholic ChurGh. Ukrain:i.ans knew . 
a little about thè,~ Romé}.n. Cathollc Church frorn having been exposed te the 

,. r ... ~ ~ ~ '. . , , 

rellgious traditions of their 'Polisb -ne:iqhbours • It was also a faith, or 
, , 

inStitution, they were v..f#ry' suspiciouS 'Of. 
~ 

,The Roman; Catholic Ctrurch' in Quebeè w.as acbJally .'yery)different , 

frqrn the one they were faI,niliar with ba€k home. The difference often 
-' . . 

confused the·.tm migrants but.did not decrea~e their uneasiness alx>ut this 
~ ,,\ . 

In 'additiQp" there were numerous other" reiigio\!S 
? • 

4. 

denominat:i.ons in Montreal. Several sects -'believed' . it their 'dut y ,to 
, 

attract the Uk.ra:i.l)ian immigrant te their churcqes. SQme of tq~" 
, "~, 

immi9'raI)ts ~ Montreal ,came from villages with progressive seèUJ.ar' #leas 
" .. ~ " ~ 

,and so were, unwill.ing to subordirutte themse1 ves ~ the clé~gy., These , 
> ~ 

advances by the churches were often met with de;Eiance. An irldi.:eation 
" 

. , 
, : that the chur~h lacked creqjbjJjtY.: with' sorne ,jn the com~~ty is the 
po~ularity of 'the 'foU'owing joke:' ":rD : Canada theré iS no GOd because no" 

~.1 t: .! 

iî -
" one gave Him a ticket for the boat" (Davido,wych, 1963:'55). 

'\ Across thr Arnerican continent there was a great lack of ,~ainian 
r~ • f \ 

. \ 

, 1 

, , 

," 

, - 'Rite priests te ~erve the Gal icians. The Ukrainian Rite .( R:itus Ruthenus) 
~ ~ e \ !~ ~ \ , \ 

(Kazymyra;' 1984:1') di:ffers from the Latin Rite or the Catholic Church in \ )\ " 
• ,1 ~ • (.,. 

'\ ' - , 

Ro~e. Som~ of the most ob\rious variations inc1ude the ceremonies', the ":- ',' , 
, " 

liturgical vestments, and the option ta marry before ordination for 
1 \ ' ~ \'.... " '.....'" 

. , Pt'iès!:s. ':It was this II1arital. option,that led to ~,PT ~ 
l ' 

" 

\,.1 .... 

"" , .. , 1 

" , ~ 

\1'" ..... 
, , , 1 
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Parred from -the' c6ntinent. The Roman CJtholic clergy .i:n North ~merica 
~ ~ 

",,' were 'v~hement1y opposed to havm9 any Okrainian marriea priest in NO~ ,,' 
, . , ' , 

Amer±ca, fearing it would arouse ih:lignation and ill-feeling among their-' , 
\ .... ~ 

, \ ~ t' '\ t'ô. 

6wh' priesthood.. The - Roman Catholic Church authorities agreed" 

(Maruncpak, 1970:100). The result was $at only unmarried clergy were 
,,' 

allowed to work in the U.S.A., and this !?sme rule was sOon appli~, to 

canada (Marunchak, 1970:100). 
, . 

" 
, , 

,Montreal received only a few Ukrainian priests in transit 'to western 

c'anaaà who stopped over te' hear cdnfessions and give a service in one of 

tl)e 'Rqman -Catbolic churches. 'rThese visits were infrequentn The lack of 
" . 

church and clergy led sorne Ukrainians to change' over to the Latin ,ru.te 
(M~çhak, 1970:209). 

. ' 

,', 

\ -' . , 
\ 1 

. The §eople most active in the secular organizations were ~ot: oftèrl-
. " ~ 

themselves active .~:l?upporte-rs of the Church. However, theY,,"recognized 
, .. ' 

that for mpny ~~ th~k church participation was ~ntral to their 
\. ......... " .. .. ~ ........ . . 

Ukr~ identity. alld cultural independence.· In addition, Ukrainià.n, 
.' \ 1 l , ~ ., 

, ' ,\ 1. , ~J • ~", ~ • , ' 

p~Sts ,~Ould' 4ways .~ oounted on ~ people who could read al)d ,wri.te . , 

and who were therefore important in passing along' important information , ' 

to the corn munit y and speaking on behalf of the corn munit y • 

, . 

. , 
" 

!. '1_ 

. . 

\ 
" . . \ 
, .-
li , ' 
,,' 

.' ., 

" 
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As long . as people intended ~ continue' their religious faith~ the ", 
. " 

activist orqanizations wanted the priests and the Rite to he. Ukrainiân. 
, ' , " 

were to' he pde~ .in. ·the corn munit y , bett:er that. they ~ a,llie~. 
, ' ~ " ~ 1 

tf there 
, " 

This was a position of cômpromise and" as '. will '};le rnentioned later,~' '"'' 
r ~ y ~', ; ~ _, ,,) ,,' ,~\ , 

not rnean the lay, orgqnizat;ions 'were ever willing' to allow, the' Chrlrch 'q : " ", . - ~"" ( ;, 
... ';j; " 1 _ .... ~' 

primary, dominant role in the lie -of~:t;he ~a:iniart ~ommunity; , ",' ~'." 
10 

, , , \ 
, .' ~ .' . , " 

, l ' 

Neverthêless, the "Self~Help Association"\ t ai1d 'the 

:" , , 
\ 

; 

Association" were alarmed by~eir people switching over ta the : Latin 
~ , ~/, 

Rite. In 1907 the Canaéüàn, Farmer, in an open ~r addressed to 

Ukrainian Canadian priests; stressed the urg~hcy of giving spiritual care '~ 

to this community :ili Montreal (Marunchak, 1970:209)." ,In 'reply" Rev. 

Navkratij Kryzhanowsky,. OSMB, was Qrought to Montreal from,' We~, , 
\ '. , 

). , 

Canada. Several hundred Ukrainians gr~ed the priest" ~. his first 
\ 

service was held in the Church of Redernptorist Fathers on McCo~ Street 

(Marunchak, 1972:97). But he soen returiled to the prairies. Thé sett.lers - ' 

had to wait a ftùl year before ms return. 'The service' on ·the second 
" 

visit was held in the Church of st. E~zevius (Marunchak, 1972: 97), but 

1: again, it was a short stay. Ouring this second visit, people began to. 
'1 , . . 

l , 

discuss how ta organize a permanent church committee. The idea was 
~ , . " 

lost with the' Reverend's 'departure. 
l ' 

, 
t 1 -" 

" , , 

,\ 

. ' . ',' 

, \ 

, ' 

" 
, . , , 

.. 
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. French Redemptorist \priests. \ from the prairies also served the 
,'---.. 

community for short penQds . 'of tiJoe. During these visits no further~ 
~ l'...' l • 

discuss' 

" 

The churcli 

com munit y until 

~church cornmit±ee. 

regarding~ the organizing of. a parish. 
. ' 

" 
." 
< • 

,\ ' 

" , , 
greatly influenCe the development of' the 

" , , 

Sheptyts'kyi visit of 1910. Sorne of the , ' 
, " 

his visit, were encourag-ed tO begin a pa. rmanent 
l ' " ". , . 

,,' 

• 1 ) 

- The active social democrats were orgai1ized mto,' __ 

1 ; the "progressive", ed "commw:d:St" Pa:Ities' (Kel~bay; 1980~79). 
" ' '. 

MOIltreal had three 
, .... ~ f / ~ '" -, ~ ~ V' 

. one in Lachiriè,' one' in Po:int St. Char1~s at' .;_ 
, ' 

Center and 'Ropery Street.s 
\ 

\ ~, -' 

where," they o~ed th~ own building, 'and • ': 

another on Pr.in,ce Artl:)ur ~~ in the ,"Central S1um'{ area (Kelebay, 
" , " 

1980:79). Th~ .~bjectiv~~ ,of these orgaru.Zations were ·sometimes in open 

confllct with tq~ plans to build a strong inflpentiaJ. church 0_ 

, . 
Th:iS conflict 

çou1.d easily have ;been' the cause of,. the ; rift that Marunchak describes 

. within the Montreal community •. 

, 1 

" 

" 

The first permanent prie~, Rev.' ·Dr.," Ç:arl0 ; 'ErI?ij,. ~rr~v:e,d ,éI:~' th~-' : . , :.', ' 
• t , , & - ~ j. , 1 ", ~ , ' ~ 

,,' .,bèg:i.ruling of July" ,1911- (Ukrainian GoldeIl Age Club I~Tryzub" ot Montreal, 
, \ • • • al' t .. 

, • ' l, " 

" ,', 1979:'49) •. ' on July 16, ,1911, the "Gr~ Cathollc Ruthenian Church of st. 
,. '. ~ . 

" 

. " '. 

,Michael's" was organiz~ and a chur9h committee elected. 
j , 

On SeFmber 

, 2 ~ . :Ù~~1, the _~st entries 
, , 

w:ere , made into· the new Ukrfl,inian parish's 
'" ..... 1 ... 

" , '. 

.. 
", 

il 

'r 
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official book of birth' records, which was enti:~ "N6uvelle Paroisse 
• fi. ~':;. 

Romaine :de Montréal. n ,Thtit the ent:i.rë· Ukrainian: community 'did not , , 

SUQ;>Ort this new ~ church Îife -is revealed in' one '-sentence ill a 
, . 

commemorative book' writtèn";in' 1948: "Thê begi.nni.n:9s were difficult 
:~ _ ; I;~ r 

bebause the Social Radjœls' wouléÎ 'dis~Pt our meet:ing,~. n 
1 , , 

"", ~ l' 

" 

,', 

Th~ ,pecU1ar organizatio~, likely felt' fuat the church would challenge 

their 'existence • 
1... r, p> 

It was the, socialists, not" the Çh~ch, who had a 
0' , . 

'. 

~ry, of strong involvement in the social and, cultural life of the 
, " \ " 

~P1.-e from the beginning of the ~ainian community. They were the 

ones who had worked to organize ~and provide mate:r;ial helP for' the 
~ 

1 ~ w, 

" .. l physica1 ana emotiona]: we1l being, of their struggling feUow .immigrants. 
_ ~ l _ 

~ (1- -

" ~-fThe;y were "certainly". not willing te l}ave the' Churcl1 come in and assume 

leadership within thei.r 0 cotnIriunity • 

',' " 

-- The new parish was es~llshed 
, l<' 

in wl'1at ,is QQW the Frontenac area. 
'. 

For the first five years, services ,were held iIl the F.rench church of, st. 
~ 

Antoine on the corner of LaGauchetière and PlessiS Streets (on the site .... 
present1y occupied by the" éanadian Broad~sti.ng c':1j1X>ration complex). 

::tt is 'worth noting that the' ~ecw.ar Ukrainian o:çganizations ail started' in 

Point St. ' Charles, but the first parish began in the Frontenac area. The , . 
~ population base had not shift:ed dramatica1ly enough te explain why the 

Church was located there. In fact, a second priest, Rev. Dwulit, was 

Sent te the Point soen' after Rev. Ermij's arrival. Also, bath Rev. 
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" . Ermij and Rev. Dwulit lived in the Point (Borecki, 1948:21). It seems 

safe to conjecture thè reason wh~ the ~urch did no\:. start in Pomt st. ~ .' 
1 J'" \ ... ~ 

Char;tes. Most, associations were meeting in t:he Point, including th~ 

, social.ists and the radic:als. According te one spUr~! t'Ukr~ in the 
1 ;'1 ",- , 

~,oint had littl.e :inferest with the work ID the religious &ld" ~(BoreÇki.i 

1948: 21). ., , . 
, , 

The sOèialist forces were ppssibly strong' enough that these 

residénts were interested in secular, rather than relig{ous affil j ation. , -

Peop~ interviewed admit there were p~oblèms: -' 
- 1· ., .. 

. ' 

-There were' sod a Ji sts and radicals, enernies of· -
the church and religion in general. These people,
- can be considered lucky or unlucky - did not 
1eave our church but fronf the inside created ail 
sorts of unbelievable problems and r~bellion' 
(ukrainian Golden Age Club "Tryzub" of 
Montreal, 1979:51-52). 

. "- , .... ~ "f,' 
' ..... , t 

, . 
).. ... 

ln sum mary , the western agricultural and eastern urban Ukrainian· 

immigrants were confronted by ~~y different living conc;litions. In .the 

industrial c:ities, specjfjcally,Montreal, these conditions accelerated 'the', 
.. .. - - 1 • 

deve10pment of soci.ally cpns<#ous' secmlar _groups whose stated object:i ves 
1 \ _ ' ~ 

"f ;were te provi.ç1e for \ the Plysi.ca1. imd,' material nee4S- of the' s~r~;_. _\ 

during times of econornic pards~p, }1nernploymep:t or following a work ,> • 

accident. 
" 
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f ";' , ,--- ,-~·athin a short time thése 1 societies broadened their ftmction and 

",\ 

,..' 
became flle social focus of their corn munit y as we11. They organized 

• 
. lOcal. :t:heat.re and' held dances. 

Isolated from the main stream' of English and French social. life, 

Ukr~ of diverse .interests were draWn to their social centres for· 

help in adjusting te their new lives and to ensure the preservation of 

-the:ir Ukrainian culture and id~ty. 

At first, the Ukrainian community in Montreal réflect:ed an overall 

homogeneity, but- in time di,fferent social and political values ,œgan to 

emerge. A rift is recorded within the community following the visii; of 
. 

Metropolitan Sheptyts 'kyi in 1910 when the first real att:empt te organ:i,.z~ . --
4 t. ~ r 

a Ukrain:i.an r~ous parish in Montreal began. This earli.est parish was 

located outside of, the established original ,Ukrainian community in ïpoint 
, - . 

st. Charles. It" wa:; located instead .in the Frontenac area, even though 

the priest of the 

"., \ 

" . . h hirnself lived in pat:J-S 
i 

the Point. The lay 

organizations which "actively endorsed and followed-'~ sœiali st working 
," 

__ _ ~s politics C( .. Drahomanov were stio~, in,~, Point st. Charles and .. , 

-, prevented the Church from assurning, ~ l~dershjp and dominant role in 

their neighbourhood. . 
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" D~l?uteS "'arose 'œtween conservati ve and traditionally oriented 

Catholic followers am those with more faith in the work of the, labour 
',' 

oriented' commUnity groups. One of the battlegroi,mds for these. disputes 

ended up being the, ~chools,. 
" 

Big differences arose over which methods 
l ' 

and systems -would' J;>e' bèst for ea~ting ~e- ~ Ùkraj.rtian ·youth •. ' ,1 
~ ... ' - w 1 

" 

The following chaptel'Jo_ l will: trace hpow the Chu:ççh-dominab;d 

edueational system :i1, Montreal reacted ,to its own fears that- Ukrainian, 
:,\r \ ~ 

,~ 

'school chi1dren were :iiltroducing socialist" ideology iI!to the schoo~;. 
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CHAPTER IV" , ~ 

\ 
" , 

,r 

UKRAINIAN BILmGUAt CLASSES ,IN' MONTREAL "; ", 

" " 

A' 

It Most sb.1di.es -, concerned with the beginn:ing of Ukrainian ed~~ti.on m" 
~ ~. 

(J • (\ '. ... ,i. 1 

Canada have concentrated on schools in the western provmces'... mainly ./, 
• 1'1 , <. .... 

Manitoba, Alberta, and Saskatchewan. 
It ,~ ~ J 

P1:'evl.OUS research ..bas, focused' 

primai,ily on the effecti.ven.ess of the western bilingual school prOgramme' , 
, ' 

which was created for the newcomers at the ~. of the oentllI'Y', and:, , , . , 

on the strugCfl.e of Ukrainians within th~ dl.fferent provinces regarding t.tte 
fa~ of the se schools. This research 'focuses ,on an ~ysis of ~'."" ,-

situation in the province of Quebec, whe,re Ukrainians were àlso giv~ " '. 

{during the same time period} bilingual schools and classes. 
1 

, 
This chapter will document the existence of bilingual ~c sehools' 

~~'and, 
.. ," "1 1 

more s~~y, public bilingual Ukrain:ian classes in· Morii:real 

- , 

time period, indi~s c • ~?ch 

~crfi!panèi' m 'Woz.:i!ta~9n ~ding thè ed~cati.ç>Ilal options "av~le ~; 
JJkrainian' imm~grants.. The fo1l9wing discussiOn will at:teI1l~ 1:0 'clarlfy,~~~~,: 

, " 

problem areas as much as possri:de. 
, ',' \ 

-' 

o 
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The Catholic -Church in Quebec played a vital role in aU edUèatidn 
-

in the provin~. 'It ~egarded its!ill5 as the sole ag~ responsible for 
. . , 

education. Any attemPt by gOverrimerit or secular' groups to interve!le in 
, 

education was considered 'an 1 :attack> <on the social ordlU.--: of Quebec. -~ 

Sctrools were seen as a_ means of ~. sOcializing the -popùlatfon, ln order to 
" , 

produce good citizens. 

-' 
. ,Immigration ,:bro~ht v~ious foreign elements into the province that 

,"' 1""'" 1 ~ - ",-

~er.e COnside~ed àlien and ;mdeslÎ-abl<!" tothose,in authority" in 01le~._"" 
Ukrainians, with their different form of the Catholic· religion and 

~ ~ \ "~l 

presentation of -à unfam.i1i.ar tyPe of political exposure presented, a 
1 _' .. 

potenti.al threat te the exi~ 'system. ,Sorne way had 'ta he constructed 

tO draw ,Ula'ainians ipto the society, but m a harrnless way - erg6 the 

bilingUal c~ses., ," 

. , 

The impetus ta establi sh bil,ingual. (cla~ses-"'wi~ 'th~ pubÙC school -
, . , . 

: 'system came ftom the 'catholic' Church and -thé ''oAont;real cathOlic, School 
, , 

, CO,m.mission: The~ c1as,ses were' net the result of stl:ùêjgle on, the part of' 

Ukra:in:i.ans~'~ rna:i!Itain their nati:~;~ language as 'had ~ the cas~' in the 
" 

west~ - Ukrainian language c1as~es' 'were an ~ ~mpt to bring Ukrai.niAIls' 

into the Cgtholic schéol system and render thern <""immune" to ether , 
, . 

secular influences. This chapter will document the Catholic Church's .,' .' 

control of education in Quebec and its decision te set up bilingual. 

classes. It will show the efforts by the 'Ch~ch W maintain these , 
J' 

,~ ~ , 
1 • 

- 84 - . " 

\. 

, ' 

. 
" 

, 
, " 

.' 



l' ' 
'1 
, 

1 
l' 
l, .' 

1 
l' ' 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 . , 
1 1 

1 
- , 

, ' 

• 

classes, especlally after the First World War when it ~ over the 

spread of socialism and comlt)Wsm. It will also describe the differing , 

attitudes Ukrainian parepts had regarding these classes. 

CHURCH INFLUENCE IN EDUCATION 
- 1 ' 

~ . ~ 

, ~" 

The: p'oliti:cal structure" est:a,bli!Shed in Canada at the time 0 of, ; 
~ 

Confederation was favograble to' church irfluence in the' province ~f 
1 • 

, ' QuebeC,. The provinces 1 were. gi ven juriSdiction in those iSie1ps that 'the 

( , 

, . 

catholic Church 'in Quebec alxeady had control' o~eI: -: education, >,publfc : ;" 

health, P:rope~y am civil, rights. Religion was one of thè basic,,; J 

-eléÏn~ of Quebec's .Çl~ school sy~m. , The' Q~ebec ' gO~~i:nm~,' ilt . .: ,1 l' 

> 
~ :: 

. Confederation, was. content with not hinring . even an advisGry role in .é .. 
education iri Quebec:' (Linteau, 1983: 196) • 

.' . • l 
(, 1 

Ouring' the 19th century, the cburch reinforc~ its control.l.i:ng , 

" ... 

" ;; 

f 

{ 

r- " 
., 

-. 
~ 

" 

... • \ ~ ~ ; ~ l " • ù" " l J ~ 

-infl~enèe ov~r public ~ccl.on. Quebec was then a patchwork o~~;' 
. \ , 

,nume~ous small school boards. Most boards were çontrolled by ~ local," 
1, l' .. ,,' 

, , . 
" : Catholic parishes,. ,and ' followed . the. administrative and curriculum: 

':dec~ioris of, -the local bishops ,and priests •. The ~ebec provincial:' School 
) 

Law 'of 1846, made the .cities of Montreal and 'Quebéc exceptions to the 
'1/ ( , ~ IJ 

, Schoôl adm~ation plan. Bath were glven the privilege of havlng two 
1 _ 

, distinct ,school:' cci~ missions - one for Catholics and' 'one for ProtéstantS. 
" , 

, 1 

'. 

" .' 
, ' . ) . ~ .. ~ '", ' ... 

; 

, : 

1 
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the. Catholic:: section in Montreal that m~' ',~oVision~ fC!J:" It was 

' ___ .. ~ ethnie ~$Ses ~ .', Montr~ '5 .Catholic ~ucationai sistem at the 
.. - $ ~, ,L, If~ 

.. beginn.ing ~f ~. century was' fragmented .. amow ,sorne fèity 'school 
; .. 

. comxidssions. , The' ':J.argest., ene -was : the Montreal Catholic School , 
> < 

CommiSsion (M; C.S .• C'. ). The M.C:.S.C. was fUrther di,.vided intb Eng~ 
" , -

French sections __ The domin~ :influence of the Catholic Ch~ch 0:9 
.:;. .;) J _ 

"sèhool affairs is évidenced by the fact that both the M.CoS.~ 
~ ,. " ....... ~ 

,- J {# .. 

, ~~~~fshi~ and"SChOOl-: commi~' presidency positions wefe aJNa~?ed ~~ 
the clerical. hierarchy 't.o ·powerfuJ. "c1ergy lmembers. , ".,' 

- - -'. ... f',," ~ ._~ 

. , 
.. . 

. '-CHURCH EDUCATIONAL RQLE CHALLENGED , ) 

qr~ life d~ilized the trad.:i;tional ~ paroc~ equ:i.1ibrium. The' 
"~ 0,' , 

church':; . tactics in new urban are,as' were to establish first a large 
, . 

,number of parishes ta d:1vide the ~rritoi:y· as minutely as; poss~e ;md 

. then, te set up a panoply of org~~ns' aimeq .at e!ts~~ :'~emve 
Ieaders~ of the poJ2U1ation • 

( " 1 ... 

Determined' to extend' its ixixuérlce into 

. numerous organizations~ that were 'not strict1y reÏ:?-gious'~ -the' c~urch did 

-
not hesitate 'te 'intervene wherever it saw a threat to its dorninahce •. 

.' l '; 
, , 

, . , . ;- l. 

: ,B:Y' the end of the, nin~ century, the growing. urRaniz~; ~ ,', 
.. ~ " , 1 l ' • r ,t l' ~. ,.. / \ 

'. 

, .1 

1 ~. 
i.l:ld~ed J?Opwa~n of Oue~ began te challènge ~ ch~9.h's' Power.,' "L 

, , , . 
The church was net ready ta rel.fuquish control. 

(' \ !' • 

, " 
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START OF BILINGUAL CLASSES FOR IMMIGRANT CHILDREN , 

It was not until a meeting on October 12, 1909, that the minutes-o~ 

the Meetings of Commissioners of the Montreal Catholic School 'Corn mission 

mentioned immigrant ehildren. In the 1909 report, it suddenly seemed 

importafrt ta quote stati.stics regarding the number of foreign ehildren 

attending M. C . S • C. schools. Reports before this date do not at all refer 

te this or similar data. The number quoted was 673 pupils (Montreal 

Catholie School Commission Deliberations, September 24, 1904 te August 

3, 1910:391). There is no record of the ethnie origin of foreign children '" 
. 

and no discussion about the significance of the number. 

The next mention of ethnie' groups in Schoo1 Corn mission minutes 

came almost two years later, on May 23, 1911. M. l~ Chanoine Roy gave 

notice that at the next meeting the Commission should make the proper 

arrangements te promote. the education of catholie children of fore~gn 

nationaliti.es (Montreal Catholic Schoo1 Commission Deliberations, Comité 

des Écoles, 1910-1913). No details are available as ta whioh foreigners 

he meant or ta what was considered "proper arrangementsn
• The Montreal 

Catholie Sehoo1 Commission eoneeded that foreign groups whose children 

attended particular schools in suffi,dent !lumbers would be permit::ted ta 

have their' iimguage used ~ ~ught in the first two grades by teachers 

of their own nationality (Bayley, 1938: 256) • The, minutes of the August 

24t:h 1911 meeting indicate that the foréigrl student question was studied 
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and resol ved with !:he reœm mendation te begin the process by opening an 

Italian '\ cla.ss in St. Helen SCho01 (Montreal Cathalic School Com mission 
. --

Deliberations, 1910-1913). This is the first reference te- an ethnie class 

within a ri6rmaI scno6l. 

There is no indication that these bilingl.lal classes arose by'. 

interaction with the ethnie eommunities and the Schoo1 Commission. They 

were ·established by the Schoo1 Commission, according to motives and 

intentions nat discussed with the Com mittee. ". 
. l 

Many immigrant groups wer~ granted special classes in their ethnie 

languages, where there existed a sufficient number of children. ' In 

addition 'te the a1ready menti.oned ltalian classes, the m:inutes of the 
~ 

M. C . s. c. record the opening of Chinese, Lithuanian, Polish and Ukrainian 
, 

classes. , Ail of the classes were set up without consultation with the 

ethnie groups invo1ved. The children" arrived at the sehoo1 and were 

automati.ca11y directed into the bilingual' classes. 

During the years of greatest debate regarding bilingual education in 

the westeOl provinces, the proVince of Quebec was act:ively accom~t:i.ng -
\ 

the different immigrant children within their p.ililic schools. The 

Montreal catholic Schoo1 Commission granted money 

for the new1y ~rived immigrant ehildren. Éffiilic teachers were be.in:J. 

hired or even imported from ~ immiqraht's borne countries (as in the 

c Chinese case) to teach these. classes. The Ukrainian story follows. 
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Ukrainian Bilingual Classes: Uk.rainian familles who arrived with school 

age children crea.ted classification problems for the school autmorities. 

Earl Y Ukrainian im migrants found themsel ves in working 'class are~s 

populated, typically, by nurnerous English-speaking Irish Catholics and 

many French-speaking French Catholics. Thè---~tin Rite priests of the 

M.C.S.C. knew very litt1.e or nothing about Ukrainians, or Il Ruthenians" , 

and knew e'(Ten, less about the Ukr~ Catholic Rite and i~ religious 

traditions. Arriving leaderless, with no Ukrain:i.an priests or hlgher ... 
authorities ta explain the situation, the immigrants found themselves in 

an uncomfortable position. They were confused about which system to 

send their children te - 'the English or the French. 

Not one Ukr~igrant from that time period who agreed to he 
------- . 

interviewed was able to give clear answers regar~g"thé political 
" 

parties _ and efforts mvol ved in establishing bilingual classes. Most S:Sirl 

that the classes just began. No records exist Çlt the beg:i.nning of the 

century of any movements, acti vities or petiti.ons by Ukrainians 

themselves on the question ,of education. Crie interviewee was qùi~ te 

add that there did not. exist much tirne or even interkst' in educatiOh. 

The familles were large, and secu.riD3' food aOO clathi.ng fOr the children 

-was more important than sendinCJ thern te school. 
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The number of schoo1 age Ukrainian 'childrefr was not as' hiqh as :in 

the west. By 1911 Ukrainians.in Montreal were geographicall.y s~tte'red 

abou;t Point St. Charles, St. Lawrence and Frontenac areas, impeding the 

construction of one central .Ukrainian bilingual schoo1. "The deliberations 

whicb led te the final decisions' of Ukrainian children as being considered 

Catholics do not eXist in the meetings of the Commissioners tL that time. 
1 

Where numbers existed, the schoo1 authorities created special classes. , . o 
As Ukrainian settlements in Montreal fluctuated, 50 did·the classes. No 

r~ stability existed, except in Point St. Charles. ' New immigrapts 

continually found their way there beca~e of lower rents and indllSt.Qr. 

Bilingual ~ Ukrainian classe~ existed here fro~ beginning 0 to the end of, 

the bilingual program. 

" 

Il 

The arriva! of sorne Ukr,ainian brothers to the Mont.real area spawned 

Ukrainian education for Ukrainian children. It is 'not know.n whether 

prior' te this Ukrainian children even att;ended school; According te 
/ " " 

Hrymak-Wynnyèka, in 1909 Archbishop Bruchesi of Montreal requested two 

Brothers~ O. Kuziva and V. Ladyka (later a bishop), ta teach cathechism 

to Ukrainian- children in Point St. Charles every Sunday in, the' Irish 

C~urch's basement (Hrymak- Wynnycka, 1964:45). No numbers are 

"ava;lable as to how many children participaœd. !Utother a.rt?-cle also 
\... _ " " 
cit;es Ukrainian Brothers from the Granl:le Seminâire teachin;; catechism te 

Ukrainian chil.di~ in Point St. Charles (Ukrâinian· Gol~ Age Club ' 

~Tryzub" of Montreal, 1979:48). TQe soqrce does not give the year this i . . ' 
,/ 
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" 
occurred, but claims that these classes lay the foun&tion for the first 

. 
all-day Ukrainian schoo1s in ~ntœa1 \ . f ( Ukrainiarl Golden Age Club 

" Tryzub" of Montreai, 1979: 48) • Details on the events _leaillng tq 

permission of Ukrainian day classes are not avallable. 1 
" " 

The beginiùng of the bilingual Ukrainian classes in Montreal is . 
1 

recorded as 1910. by Hrymak-Wynnycka (1964) and 1912 by Marunohak 

(1970) and LU}>ul (1982). . Both Marunchak and Lupul cl.éP.m the ex1stence 

of four classes 1eantLng Ukrainian and French. Maruncllak cites four 
" 

classes teachlng Ukra:inian in the morning and French in the afterndon' 

(Lupl1, 1982:236~ Marunchak, 1970:149). 

·f 
author~---the ~r exhaustive interviews carried 

• oùt br this 

conclusion is that the first bilingual Ukrainian classes in ZOlontrea1 began 

in the year .1911, and not 1910 or 1912., Two such classes were" 

intr9duced, one for Ukrainian boys in 8arsfièld SChoo1 and one for the 

girls' in Notre Dame des Anges Schoo1. Both schools were located close 

to one another in Point St. Charles. Sarsfield was an English Catholi.c 
. 

1 Elementary Boys' l?ChooL, w,hile Notre Dame des Anges ( Our Lady of . 
Angëls) was â -~rènch CathOlic E1emeirt:ary Girls' SChool. 

. , 

Not one person 
~ . 

4 

. confirmed half-day Ukrainian and half-day French c.Iâsses. The languages 

ta~ght were Ukrainian' in the morning ~ English in the aftemoon. Bath" 

classes were taught by lay t.eachers who had been teachers in tœ 
;Ukraine... The boys had a Mr. Kowbe1, the girls Maria Turcheniak-Katzko 

, (Dav.ido~ych, 1963:63). 
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The, discrepancy ~ween the -accounts of the interviewees and those 
.. 

of Lupul and Manll)chak likel.y stems from the names of the schools 

invo1 ved. In the recor~s of the Montreal ~tholic Séhool Corn mission, 

most schools - English or French -, were named either by the name of the 

closest Catholic Parish or by French-' names of Saints. Lack of awareness 
Il 

of this fact, can lead out ta, easily assume a school ta be a French 

language schoo1 witll instruction in French on ,the basis of the school 

name. Perhaps earlier resear~hers presurned that class~s, in a Fr~ch 

name" institution, 'would he taught in French. Ail additional pecularity is 
.. ~ 0' ., 

, ' 

that most often" it was the French schools that 'shared their premises with 

the ethnie classes. Hpwever, within these classrooms, it was English 

and not French that was taught as a ,second language. 

~ 

., H,rymak-wynnycka cites the exarnpl.es of eatechism classes bèing held 

in i90~_ in the Irish Church basement and, the following year; of 

professor Kowbel's teaching in st •. Gab~'~ School. The, transition ,from 
. 

the churèh. basement te the school the following year aPi?ears to be 

log!cal. However 1 accorc1ing te a member of Mr. Kowbel's family, '. Mr. 
\ '''- __ ,,-- • _ ~ .. ~ .. ..r.rrt: 

Kowbel b;gaIi --teà-ehinq 'Ukra:iniari classes in Sarsfield. School in the yeax: .... 

l~nl ana nOt 1910 as Hrymak- Wynnycka claims. Moreove:y; 1 st. ,Gabriél's 
" 

School was,:'nan. by the Order of the ~s of ,the Holy Cross, and no 
'\ , 

male teacher is known te have taught in the Quildjng. 
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'rhe age of t:lle ehildren attending the first classes varied 
• .. * 

treIl!endously - ranging between 5 and 12 - but. aU were in the. same 
. . 

classroom. The classes were overcrowded with up to 57 'children in one 

room. Ukrainiân was taught in the first grades by Ukrainian llay teachers , , 

'and speciÏù religious ;instruct;i.on was c;ri ven by Ukra:izrlàn clergY. 

The 
-

._ .. ~-~ 
sUJ:JJects taught ,in UkraiIrian J were 

... 

writing, 

literature, poetry, religion, history and geogr~phi -of Ukraine. Half ~e . 
. 

déty, approximately 3 hours, was in Ukrainian" the rest was in English. 

No s~.ial person was delegated to inspect or set up' the Ukrainiàn 

qurricullim: , the teaehers were left to thefr own resources. Usually' 

textbooks from Ukraine were used. The estab1ished English curriculum 

was used for ail, regp.lar classes .. - . 

A • 

A curious factor is how the children within the bilingual classes 
" 

t, , ~ ". , • 0 1 

,inanag~ to follow the regular school -cÙrri.culum, es~y if they ~ere 

, permitted to study a half-èay in: their own ethnie language. The answer 
',', ~; ,"fi 

to this question has' not 'suifaced in anY· previqus written documentation . ~, ,~ . 
_ b\st ogly through interviews of students at±ending the early b.i1ingual , , 

Ukrainian classes. To. :i?-ustrate: on' pa~r a certain· school nad 4-
.~ 

different. Ukrainian ~ses, e.g'~ lA, ÎB; 2A,.and 2B~ In "appearance thià 

looks· like these were 2 grades at each lèvel., Suql'i was not the cmse • 
. ' , 

Opon completion ?f grade lA, the stude:nt would, not' be promoted to gra4e: 

. " .. 
" 

" ' 
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2, bue rath~r to grade lB. It +ul.d take a ~~ stsudent two years 

to çomp1ete one grade 1eve1 and th~refore compensate for the 10ss o~ tim,e 

in the r~ curriculum. Evfn lwith this drawba~, Ukrainian 'clu.utren 
cont:inued\ to attend the hilingual classes. This would make the Ukrainian 

1 ~ 

child much oUler ~ h:is feUow English students ;in S r~ EngJ,.ish 

,~~ssroom.' . .' , 

on September 16, 1913, St. Jean Évangéliste. Schoo1, . ~ French 
, " 

:ptimary Sc~oo1 in ,Point St. Charles, opened a ~s fo.~ R~~, girls 
, j 

(Montreal ~tholic Schoo1 Co~~ission Deliberations,' 1911-1916) • 
o~, ,- , 

\", 0 

~, 
... ~.' 

On October 14, 1913, st. Anselme Schoo1, in the ~ central. part of 

Montreal, 

\ chlldren. 
, , 

sbldents from the neighbourhood reg:i.st:ered for the ~s. The , . 

Commissioners also agreed' to contribùt:Ê money to' pay for a ~cher 
# '1 '~ ... ... ~ ~ ~ 

, -
(Montreal Catholic Schoal Commission' ~rations, 1911-1916). ln a' . . 

Picwre taken in 1913 with the children' sea~ at. their dJ~ with thèir 
teacher in th~ bacl5;Jround, forty-three boys and girls are phOtographed )' 

, 

• (and it seems that sorne Children may have ~ eut out). ., 

,-
,By,the year 1913, there were four Ùkrainian-Enqli.sh cI.àssrooms set ... 

. up ~,four different schools. 1 if . one calcu1ates a '10w average df 40 

. . ' 

, . 

ch:i.ldr~ ,per c1assroom, approximate1y 160 childrE!!l at:tended the special. l ' 

, 1 

,. , 
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The lay teachers hired were on the Scj1oo1 Commission payroll. 

However, it is not known ~ they were paid on the same salary sca1e as 

regular teachers ID the Commission. r AIs 0 , it is not known if the priests 
f 

making regular Visits te t.ôe classes to teach religion were also paid for 
_ t 

their seryices. 
.. 

o , , 

. ~:. 

,\ The imm:i.gr~ts ceDtinUed te arrive and more 'classes ,were constantly --- '. 

needed. Accormng ta li. à report subrnitted to the Depart:!ment of Public 

Instruoë.on of the province, of Quebec in 1914-~915, the number of aU 

types of classes 7had greatly increased in the Montreal area from 1505 in , 

the year 1?14 to 1640 classes"'"fn 1915, an inc~ease of J.35. -rrds show 

that more were ' requ:i.red (Montreal eatllolic Schoo1 Corn mission 

t>eliberati.ons, 1915-1916:116). The pressure of numbers on the exist:ing 

schooJ. facili.ties ~~ded 'to problems' of health. and safety in the limited 
, - .. 1 -

schoo1 space. 
-- \ ' 

There was not adequate schoo1 :;pace in the- city for the 

original French and English populati~ even without consider:Ulg the added 
, . . " 

blrden of ~roviding for the education of immigrants. 

\ 

In 1915, a _ study of the educational faci1ities available to the 

"foreign element" in, Mo~ea1, conc1uded that "the total nurnber of foreign' 

childrep in Montreal without regu}ar sch<?o1 facilitie!t wouid, he about 

5,000" (çopp, 1974:67). 

" • 
.. 

. . ( 

Tl)e Commission wOFkèd at accomodating aS" m~y . , 
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~en as possible. For exampley a decision was made on September 

29, 1915, ta rent at $70.00 a month a heated,. swept ant1 washed store and 

two dwellings to establish t:lrree new, classes for the Polish and Ruthenian 

children :in the center' of the city. The necessary alteratlons were made' 
, ~ 

to provide classrooms and a teaching staff was hired (Montreal Catholic 

Schoo1 c~r~sion Deliberations, 1913~1916:464). No mention is}~ade of 

how ma.r\!r classes were Polish and how Many Ruthenian. Also, n!l 

information is ava; J ab1 e as to how 1oD3" these accomodations were used 
. , 

and to which main schoo1 they were considered to he, él!l, ël!IDex. 

::'J r 0 

On' Julie 15; 1915, a suggestion was upheld by tl';le Commissioners to 
~ 

subpjdjze an extra $10.00 per school acco~odati.ng Ruthenian chUdrên. 

.. _ Reasons, are npt gi. ven as to why this subsidy 'was needed and there is no ... 

explanation âs to why only th~ schools accomodati.n9 the Ruthenians were 
. 

to receiv~ this moneY. On November 27, 1916, Meilleur School jn central 
.1 

Montreal was permitted to open a new cl.ass for Ruthenian chil~en. 

The minutes of the COnlmissioners' ,meetings reco~~ ~ 
openings'. of . Ruthenian or Ukrainian classes starti.ng in Point St. Charles, 

and yrogrêssing irlto the 'central part of 'the city. Tpe operungs coincidéd 

with the- demographic flow of' Ukrainian sett1ers within, MorÎtrea1., 
u • ~ ::' ~ 

" 
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On April 3, 1917, -the Director General decided ta open _another class 1-
1 

'for Ruthenian children. The location of the new class Î5. unknown ~ -On . 
April' 17,' 1917, a mst record .appears of a Ukrainian teachlng position - . 
not to be renewed for the' following school year. The records do not 

6 

Show if, a class was act;ually eliminated or ·just re1ocat.ed, for, on 

'Sept:ember-lO, 1!n8, Corn mission openèd a new Ukrainian class in st. 

Gabriells School. o 

" 

, 

It appear~ the MontreàJ.. Catholic School Commission was making a 

sincere and concerted effort te aœom modate' the schooling needs of, the 
\ . . 

new immigrant population. In fact" records ~how that finding classroom 
, -

space for ethnie b.iJ..i.ilgual claSses was a priority for' th~ co~mission, ~at , ' 
.' 

a time .when one would ex~ its major preoccu9B-tièm- te be te satisfy the 
'_ P J 

needs of the French Roman catholic population. iIt ~ no coincidence that 

special efforts were made 'on behalf of the eastern European immigrants. . ' 

. ,; , ... 

THE ROUGE SCARE IN THE MONTREAL CATHOLIC' SCHOOL COM MISSION 

/ . 
. Following is the evo1uti.o~ of what may be referred to 'as the Rouge .... 

1 

or Bolshevili Scare of Montreal ~d,. in particular, of thé Montreal 

Catholic Schoo1 Commission. 

" 1 

.. , " . 
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After, the First World...War, certain et:hn:i.C 9l'oùps became very active 

in socleties wi:tb communist idealogies. ,The, Montreal Cé!tholic Scnool ~ 

Corn mission noticed that sorne of the children affected by these' idJ'logies 

left their schools to attend the Protestant system. 

• 

The bilin~ ethnie classes were affected by this exodus. Ways 

had to he found -Ç>f br:inging these children back, mto the catholic schools 
. . ( . 

and, acéor<Üng to the Catholic Church, back into the Christian way of 

life. 
l ' 

The :involvement of foreign workers in EoclaHst organizations and in 

trade union acti vity across Canada was quite "pronoWlced' before the war • 

prominent businessmen, especially :those assoclated with labour-~sive . 
- industries going through labour UlK'est, were hostile te immigrant 

. 
involvement ip militant trade unions ~ socialist o?=,ganizations. The 

• 
cqm:ing of ~e First World War provoked demands from business circles 

/ 

for . coercive measures aga:inst alien workers. Foreign workers from 

'Central and Eastern European countries were officially c1ass:i.fi:.ed duri.ng" 

the War by the Federal Gove~ment as enemy aliens. 

Business and conservative laboUr groups, mostly in Westem Canada, 

demailded that an enemy aliens, either immigrants or naturalized 

~diahs, he dismi,ssed from their jobs and thrown into interrunent 
~ 

CAm~. Tl)ê Federal Govemment was nqt p'repared to implement a mass 

( 
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of ~ p<oLve cOst inv01ved

' 
in 

\ 
internment policy, primarily becausè 

, '. 
operating these camps. However, about 8,800 im m.igrants were imprisoned 1 

across Canada bet~een 1914 and 1920 and more than 5,000 were Ulerainians 

(Maceluch, 1,985, B-1). 

The case for a repressi v~ policy éy the governmerit was furthér' 
J 

strengthened in Sepl:ember 1918 by a report on 50 called alien radicalism. 

The report points out the "Russ:ian~,· Uk.ra.in:ians and Finns, who are bei.n9 . , 
nrlnes, factox:ies and t~- i!>dUstries are now beii>ri 

with thè·- Socialisti.c d~s" ~hich have been 

employed in. 
A~~· 

t:otatly satur 

procl.aim the Bolsheviki faction of Russia" (Avery, 1975:61). The 

paniC' was that these groups; < if left unatœnded, could,' organize a revolt' 
, 

here in canada. Measures' had to. be taken ~ abate' these ethnie 

movement:s. 

The Uk:rainian SOcial DeIfiPCratic party was banned in vCanada in' 

1918. It re-emerged under a new name;, the Ukrainian Labour Farmer 

Temple Association (U • L. F • T • A. ) (Kolasky , 1979: 3) • Gpvernment 
'. 

persecution of Ukrainians provoked antago~m and an ensuing incJ:leaSe in 
• 

the number of members fn socialist centres (Manmchak, 1970:226) • . 
_.QuebeC was no exception. 

" 

---'c---

- " 

" 
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__ . In the ea.r1y 1920's, Montreal had three Labour Temples. The extent 

of Ukrainian communist acti.vities in Montreal is exemplified by thei.r 

relief fund set up after the 1921 Famine m Ukrame. Money was raised 

by the Labour Temples across Canada and aid was sent to the stricken 
~t. 

areas. The Winnipeg group and ~e other in Montreal pooled their 
y 

resources and had raised enougb money 
" 

te purchase agricu1tural 

implements and set up two entire( communes in Ukraine (Kolasky, 

1979:12). 

The organizàtionS placed great etnphasis on educaq.onal, culturçù. and 

social acti vities as a means of spreading the com munist ideol99)'. 6 

~ 

.... The Labour Temples' activities spread ta the setting up of classes 

• 
and lectures in thé evenings for children in Montreal under the 

name "Robochi Shkoly" or Labour Schools. The schools stressed that only 
( 

. they were capable of providing pro~r Ukrâinian education for Ukrairùan 
~ 

children. Parents who' were mernbers, _pulled their children from the 
"'-

bilingual classes, registered them .in -regular -classes to learn English, 

and sent them to Labour Schools te 1earn Ukra..irû.an • 

.. 

6nuring the interviews with mernbers of the Ukrainian community' about 
their expenenoes most were still very reluct:ânt to discuss the streBJth 
of 1 the socialists and Labour Temples in Montreal. Information had ta he 
pieced together from ,the skimpy acknow1edgement of ê~ch int:erviewee to 
get 'a full pi.cbJre. 
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The SChoo1 CommiSsion react:ea by remiOOing the Labour Schools that 

Ukrainian pr~ests . were re~ponsib:le for the re1igious' training in the'. 
. , 

special classes and that entrance to regular çlasse.s should be refused. 

P.theism was openly propagated in the Labour Temple Halls, 50 parents 

,who did nct wëÏnt their ch:ildren te ;r:eceive religious training sent their 
,.;. ' 

hil 
} 

c. dren te the nearest Protestant school. Actions Wœ these made the 

Catholic Church in Quebec anxious. .. 

The maintainance of the Catholic tradition was of prime importance 

to the ~om?1l Catholic Church. Education had ta he catholic, charity had 

to he Catholic, employer-employ~ ré~tions had te he based on Catholic 

Christian principles (Linteau, 1983: 533). Ukra;inian' catholics joining the 

LabQur Temples and sending their children te Protestant Schools was nct 

acceptable to the' Catholic Church. 

,. 
Tension deve}.o~ between schoo1 offi~ and Ukr~ parents ,who 

. still l'iad children in the Catholic system. Sorne schoo1 offi.cials or 

teachers regarded' Ukra.:ini2m children with open suspici,on. Th~y did nct 

refrain from overt speculation in a classroom. or ~ublic, gathering as t? 
" . 

why children were enrolled 'in Catholic schools if their ptinciples were 

nct sitcÎilar to the rest of the school. 
. 

Children undergoing this abuse 

.inevitably also switched te the P,rotestant.~ystem.' 
, . . . 
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Other Ukrainian parents with children in the ~'class~s began 

to question 'the education.a:l value of these classes: Th.ey were' sceptical 

about their children taking twioe as long to :f:in:ish their education'. T~ 

end result was that rna.t:ly Ukrainian children refused. to, attend the higher 

-grades becausë they felt they were toc old. Parents raised their 

. , apprehension that children were not' learning ~ough English to become 

functionally fluent in the short time spent; in school. These parents aIso 
, 

optec1 for English only ~on in the regular classes. j 

on October 21, 1923, the Ukrainian Reading Society Prosvita ~ -
\ . 

a "Children's Society." One everrinq a week a Ukrainian 1:eacher taught 
/ 

Ukr~ larigU;age, reading, writ.i.n:g and culture classes. The childreq 

had to ~ ten years of age to join. It $S not clear if the, SOCiety was 

set \.lp ~ rival, the Labour Temple Halls or merely to sérvice the 

<:hilc:h.-en whose' parénts' wanted -them tè learn U1o;airdan in th~ ev~ 

rather' thari in the bilingual day classes. 

The four abOve-m~oned points - ,the Labour ~ools, suspicions of 

of:fi.Qials, ~oüble time :in school and ~ ~va;Jah.n;;ty ~f everrlng ' UktëÜ.nian 

classes -' dim;inished the number ,of. Ola:ailiian chi1dren ~ ,-thè bilirigual. . , 

,c;lasses in ~e ~ly 1920's .. ) 

,- " -,104-
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In 1923: the public education system of Quebec lUldérwent a 'big 

change. Primary edùcati.on was extend~ from fo~ years te six rea,s, 

and a compleme'ntary pr:iJnary cçurse ~as adç.ed te include a seventh' and 

eighth year of school.. In the complementary primary course, the .,pupil 

, had mdus!=rial, C9m mercial aoo domestic sciE!h~ options. 
\. 

. 
The bilingùal classes were also extended with some ethnie grÇ>ups 

\f' . 

. having these classes until the. s'ixth' l~l. Ukrainians héld .the classes 

.extended unt::p. grade( four. This move' increased the need. for more 

Ukraintan teachers: 

In 1924, ~hbishop G. Gauthier' of QuebeC a~ed 1:0 B~hop Budka 
, ~.' " 

in we~ Canada tO prbvide. s'orne Ukrainian' teaching nuns for, the ~blic 

school system (Popowiéh, 1971:103~. on AugUst 23, 1925, four Ukrain:f.an 
, . 

, r . S:Lst:ers of thè Cong;-egatiçn' of Sister ServàJlts of Mary ~rn ma~ , ~ 

'arrived. ' They we~e the fir~ Ukrainian sisters to set±le in' Montreal. 

Teac~' positions' were assi~ed in two French schools, ,st. John the 

Baptist and Jeanne 'Mance (PopoWich, 1971: 1.04) • ~hey taught reliqion, 

Ukra:in:ian and English .. 

It is unce~ whether thê names of the schools are corrëc.t- or :if 
- . 

e~ror r~~ itself in the- EngliSh -translation. It is possible that St • . 
John the Baptist.is St. Jean Évangéliste. in Point st. Charles. To further 

'\~ .... - ~ -, 

confuse' thé issue, the SchOol Corn mission files show . thàt for the school 
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yea.r 1925-1926, in. St •. AnSelme Schoo1 in t.hè ~cti.on des Élèves de 

Langues Étranqères, two classes of Ruthenian boys and girls existed in . , 

"tfië building • , 

, , 

On~ was taught by a lay teaeher and the ot:her by a 
J, _ . , , 

Ukrai.n:i.an Sister of the' Congregation of Sister Servants of, Mary. . . 
,!mmaculate. The sarne file records·a Ukrainian Sister teaching a 

ROthenian ela,ss in the- girls' pavi1.l.ion in Jeanne Mance School. Therefore, 
• II: • " l' f 

the recoras point to more than two schools that hired Ukrainian Sisters. 

'rhe \ Sl.sters irltroduced sàturday and Sunday classes for, students who 
. ' 

attended schools where the bil:in~ 'option did not exist (Popowich, 
- ; 

1971:104) • 

, Moore SiSters arrive}' for the school year 1926':-1921·to teach~ ~lish 
- , ' 

and Ukrêtinian in two French schools - NOtre Dame des Anges am st. Jèan . -. 
. Évangéliste',in Point St: .. ~ Charles (,popowich, 1971:104J. 

~ '.\. 
, According tD one of the Sist:èrs, before the beg:inning.?f the classes 

, - ' 
\ , ~ b ~, ' 

for, the school year 1926-1927, aU the Sisters went on a door-to-door 
! " ~ ( , ,~ , ' 

campaign visiting Ukrainian familles in Point st. Charles. They-.inqui.Ï'ed • ~. , 

if the children were ~ to a~ the bllingual classes: :if the . ' 

answers were negative, ~y djligently worked at trying to convin~ 
~ , 

, ' 

c~ to th~· special clë\sses.. These were not the familles who 

frequented the Labour TeIJlple Halls. .-,For a short while,. the arrival of 

the Sister:; boosted the participation of Ukrérlnian children in some of the 

bilingual claSses. In the year 1926, there were a totâl of e~ht bilingual. 

, JJkrainian classes in l-1ontreal. 
.. 
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., Unable te supply an adequate number of Ukrainian-Students in aU the 

areas of l-1o~eal, many. of the classes were multp.evel. Grade l te 

grade 3 or 4 were in one room with one teacher in order: te keep the 

bilingual classes in operation. 

~Confrontations continued between school official s, teachers and 
~ 

o :--. ' 
Ukrainian sbldents. . Ukrainian priests who corresponded with the School 

, '-

Board registered complain~ of Ukrainian children being reprimanded or . , ~ -' -
, " '''' 

punished,for not attending services; in the local Latin· ~te,~parish. 
" .. ,o. 

One 1etter by, a UkraiI'p,an Pt:iest reported a case of a 9irl, from a 
r ~ 1 .. 

\ 

school run by Latin Rite Sisters, being told that 'il she wanted te atterrl 
1 • '.: _' __ 

the Ukrainian church on Sùndays, she would have to attend another r.. 
• .. '.' -lit ~ 

school. 

,. 

Other chiJ.c1ien :in the normal catho4c sèhoCSls' without the special' 
• l' • 

bilingual classes were forced te prepare for the sacraments frqm the '. 
l ' 

Latin, Rite church. 
l ' 

, .. ' ' 
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- Sorne of the,· schools' harboriring the, bilinguaJ. clas~s created a 

'separate recess for the ~cs,n'~ 'Ukrainiarl parènts ~ not want the:4=' 
" 

children ) isolated. Actions like these continued' to - antagowe those . 
, ' 

UkrainÛlns who sent their chi1dr~ te the bilingual c.1ltsses. . . ,. . ~ . 

- ,confrémtation9' develOped betweetl Uk.rainian chiidren attending .the , , 
• ,l 

bilin~ ~s~s, and, t:Jkrainian children 'attending the,', Laoour' Temple . 

'schools. Practising Catholics feared their children were coming face to , , 
. ' 

face 'with co:nrnUl'l:Ï:Sm and children, who ~d·. been mends ~~re warned by 
/'.. , , 

parents not to speak ta each other. Fights broke out on, city ,streets , , 

batwèen stud~ts of different mandolin' orchestra,s' and choral groups. 

The pè3k of organization'al. w'ork for the Labour Temples was reached 
• " . 

in the 1930'5, es~y, during and,' immediat:el~ after the Great 

:Depres.sion., Many of the unemployed Ukrainians tryir:s ta fi.nd a Solution . '. 
to their ~nomi.c problems turnÈ:d to 1 the ' Temples ~ The number,:in the 

> • ' 

, . 
bilingual classes' continued ta drop.'.- These ,drop"outs were not ignored by 

the Commissio~. >,1' . 
, .... .. . 

> '. . . 
" 

On Juiy 15~ 1934, a Ukrainian priest 'in Montreal wrote a let:ter ta 
- - 1 '., '" 

the Comll'.;s!?ion hoping ~t it would aid him to find a co~mon sol~n te 

the, problern of the diminishing number ~. ch.:ildren in the 'bi.1ù1gual 
. , 

~ . 
l' classes. In ms letter, the priest claims he had spoJœn from the pulpit 

. , 
at st. Michael's parish and personally· visited homes _ .of Ukrainians ta ., , 
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encourage the~ 1:0 register their children. His efforts had failed. Even , 

more disco'Uï:a.ging was. that children a~ding the regular ~lasses ~ 
-' " , <!) 

those ~ the :rotestant schools were not ~attending an,:! chur~h ~ervices. . 

.JThe priest suggested that the be~ way to solve the problem was to have 

the Commission, '9ive insqpcti.o~ te ail 'principals that, all_pkrainian 

cn.:udren he automati..callY registe~ed in Ukrainian classe~ and encouraged . 

to attend mass, in their own Rite (Montreal catholic Schoo1 Commission, . ' .... 
- Accueil aux Im migrants, Ukrainiens). 

o 

Tbe Schoo1 Corn mission. descr.ibed -the problem. as the infiltration of 

comfftunist ideo1ogie$ ~ the schools. Theix only solution' was ta' alter, 

- what was presurned te be 'un-Christian', behavior and to 'rediréct the 

students into the bilingual classe~ ~ into the Catholic schoo:t ~Cture. 
$ , 

, ~ 

., .. :1.,' 

The redirecti.on: effort 'o~ failed. 'l'he numbers. ~ sorne bilin<JuaJ:. 

classes d.rowed to such minimal participation ~ ~ses c1osed. 

" 

- On Septeinber 17, 1935, the Ukrainian c1ass in Sarsfi.eld SchoOl fell , , 
. , 

vict::i.m. ~Y eight plpils re~red. Prior to.the'~o~2' ~e Ukr~ , 
.' >il Q , 

pastor was given~ ~ extension of six 'day~ to find more, pupils. He 

failed. 'The'"num~r'rern~ed at eight. The. pupils were dispersed iIrt:.o the 

EngllSh, c1a'sses '~ Mr. Kowbe1, the Ukrainian teacher, was dismissed. 

The éo~ndssion dec:i.ded' ~ problem ~d tO be tacÏded ~ different1y than 

Just c~operat:i.on With .the pari.sh priest. 
\ 

, -, 
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In Ocfober' of 1935,.-.a ~ain:i.a6 teacher, Walter J. Bossy, drew up 

, , ' rU _. 
an e1aborate eight page memorandum in whicl1 he argued that the -Montreal 

,1 

Catho1ic Sèh061 Corn mission !-"equ1red a special representati ve te eJ:1sure 
, . ----

" ~t the "foreign" children were obt:a:ining a catholic education. In his 

words, " ••. As you May ~ee 'from the f!1emorandum itse!lf, l envisage ~ 

work ~ - outlined ,as an integral part of ~e general and ,necessa~ figtlt 

against . Commun:i.sm ••• '50 much is at stak~ ••• for the cause of Christian 
. ~ 0 

civilizatlon as against Communis~ 'among the "New Canadiansn of Montreal 

whom l ~s~e so mu~ to help to keep, ?r bring over the ~ht aide" 
, ,.... ... ,1 ~ f' " 

. (Public " Arçhi ves 'ot' canada, MA30,' C72," vol. ' 9, File MCSC' ':' 

Correspondence, 1935-193~). 

'. 

< , 

Bossy cl.rculated the memorandum' to ':~oman catholic priests, ta each ' 
~ ~ • If' 

of the tw~ty:,ne Commissib~rs in the School CommisSion, ta' members' of 

the National Assemb1y,. and even to a commander of the "R.'C.M.P. He was 
. 
not imm~y hired, ):ut accordi.n; to sorne 'of the 1et:ter~ he received 

in rep1y ta bis memorandum, many were in agreement: with bis. 

presentation. 

• 1 

" .,ne following ,~ar, in October 1936, Bossy re-circul.ated "'the same 
, 

Memorandum remiOOi,ncj an that: " •.• the menaœ of ânti-'religious and anti..: . . 
Î' 'r • 

patriotic· ç:ommunism is more obvious than, ever:. ~ n (Publ.i.c Archives of 
< ' 

Canada, M:AiO, C72.,. vol. 9, -File MC$C - Correspondence, ~935-1936). 
"' ~', 

, , 
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" 
A mom:h later he was ap.POmted as, an ' AUxil.ial;y ,Assistant te) the 

D~eètor of studi.es of the 'Z.1ontreâl. Çàtholic Sch60r Commission. In a 
c , , 

general, /ay, Bossy was aSs~ed ail those problems that dealt with the -- " 

, foreign children in the. C9rumis.~on schools __ More import;ant, he was 
,..} l' 1 

authorized to visit ail .~ach~: ...... ~_hO·' had for~' childr~ in:;'their 
/ ' 

classes. He was te discover the extent' ta . which~. thé familles :of the 
, ~ 

foreign pupiJs were "infected" or irnJllediate1y exposed to the "poison of 
f , ... , . 

-, 

, .... j 1. '. ~ , ~ 

communism • Il Hè was to assist t11e teachers in counteraqting this menace .• ' 

BOSSy was also aS~ed to wor~ with for~ parlsh priests .tQ inform 

them which familles clid not attend their chm;.ch and were instead 
.. _ 1!> ~ 

a~nding, pz:otestant- schools.· ,It was' hoped ttlat this . ~-o~iatiôn woU;1d 

,lead te an organized movement towards hâving' Catholic fore'ign chUdren '. 
• J 

re1::!.Jrn ta Catholic schools. 

... 
r.ate in' December 1936, Bossy submitted rus ye~ ent:1 report ?' the 

. . 
~ ~ .. ., ,.. 

. General Chairman of the Montreal catholic Schoo1 Co.mmiSsion. In the 
~ -;.' , " 

report, he claimed te have' found '2,326 pupils ~ the Protestant' 
.. 

schools whose / parénts renounceà the Catholic faith. ". The names 'were 

se~ated by nationality. Lists were compiled and submitted to fore:i.gn' 
- _, ~ <1... _ 

parish-priests or mini.sters in an effort. to ascertain the ~xact status of" 
, w ,. _ 

the children' S· rel.i9ion. Bossy believed that by supp1ying these lists, he " 
, , . 

was facilitating a prudent effort·te bring bàck thèse childrèn ta their, 

Catl'lbJ,.ic schools. 'and the:ix familles ta ,their church and faith, ( Public . . , 
l' 1] i ~ 

Archives of ,Canada, MA30, C72, vol. 9,' 'Fi.Ie ... MC$C Correspondence, 

1935-1939). 
.' 
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:rn 'the 'specific matter of reacti..I19 against the éfforts of .Commùnists 

.among the foreign pupils :in the Catholic schools~ Bossy affirmed that he .. 
~ b , 

CQuld sobre SIl9Ply -the Commission with names, addresses, places of 
j • 0 

, . 
mèeti.ngs and ether) _details about those foreign pupils attendi.ng cat:.Oolic 

schools who li'<ewise frequented Corn munist meetings or followed regular 
~ ~ 

. courses at night i? communism in their nativ~ languages. In addition, he . , 

pr-omised to submit authoi:itative statements regarding the. activities of 
/ ~ , , 

Communist groups ;n l-iontreal, as weil as t:.he gains of the ComIÎnmi.st' 

~arty in other èities of Canada. , 
, ." 

In reading Bossy's doc~unien~, what is perœived, is that llkra:in:iMs 
'are. the group MOst often' l'\\errt:Loned in any detail. When he speke of 

, , 

rêviewing te~.oJq:; in for~ language c1àsses, he f6cused on Ukrainian 

books ~s e~amples of :textbooks ~ot suitable for th~ intenectua1 and moral 
, ' - , 

œaching. of future Canadian Christia:n ci:t:izenS.· Whén he referred to bis 
_ " 

visit with Hungarian,.- polish, . German and -Ukiainian priests, it is the '-
- l' , ~ . 

-Ukrainian priestffi name ·tl}at he singled ,oüt MOst often. It appe~s Bossy 

considered Ukrainians the most pressing problem ·in the Commission. The 
, , 

Bossy archives :in Ot:t:awa include l.:istS of Ukrainian children's names who 
.. ,,' ' , ~ .... Il , " \ 

were freqù~g com~unist halls' 'in the eyenings., These names were 
, -

~upplied il?- a letter forwarded by a ~ainian priest. '. 

- , 
\ , 

\ 

,"'~ , 

.~ . 
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Tnroughout the rest of the school year .of 1937, Bossy continued to 
r' 

meet with ~embers of the, different forei9!l groups to com'p:p.e information 

..-on· -the "red act:iviti.es" of students and their 'farnhies. During the 

summer -of 1937, a three week boys' summer éamp was· orgëlIlUed by Bossy 

and several foreign parish priests. ~right boys from each foreign parish 

were sent to this camp where tbey weré,r instructed on the dàngers of 
.. , 

communism and th~ 'demands of Ca~olic' action. Bossy work~ diligently 

in order 1 that the ed\lcati.ona1." authqrities had every resource ,for . , 
Catholicizing these new C~dians. 

. • J 

" 

... , 

The G~ve"';~ent of Quebec: had strong appiehensions about ail~ 
communist. On' January Z6, 1938, - in the anti-communist drives -~f' Ithe ~, 

-:-

provinœ c;>f Quebec; the provincial. police rwed one of the Ukrainian 

Laber -'1'emples under the provisions' of the 'néw . padlock 'Law (KOlasky, 
." f 1 III . . 

1979:2~) • The police seized the literature foUl)d in the hall, ~ed 'up. 
~ - ~ -

th~ wind~~s' and ,'1oéked the' doors. ,In the follow.ing fe~ mohths, ~e' 
other ukrainian Labor Temples were' also raided.' . l.3y June- .1938~ through 

th~ . Montreal Catholic 1 Schoo1 CommiSsion's interces~on, . J. W • 
1 

Sossy 
. 

, recei ved access ta the Police Court· chëlmber to inspect the seized.· 
, 

lit&ature of the sUbversi~e soci.eti.es and Night: Schools (Publi,c Archives 

of Canada, MA30, Ç72, vol. 9, File - MCSC Correspondenœ, 19~6-1939) .• 

113°-
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He, claims to have made 900d use of the confiscated registers, books . . ' 

.. 
. and names 'to confirm 

".-",r ... ~ 1 ~ 
and c~mplete lists as to whom ~om amongst the 

!~ontrea.l; 'for~ers were 'Sending their children to ~ priva te 

commUnistic night schools. To counteract, in bis words, ''this subversiv~ 

propagarlda", he organized in Montreal on .June 9, 1938, the "New 

"Canadian's Alleg.i.ance" Day. ft Foreign ~upils of Protestant and Catholic 

,schools' were cordially -invited to ~pate in.this parade. Over 3,000 

adults_ and 500 chlldren took part (Public Archives of Canada, MA30, C72, 
, i -

vol. 9, File - MCSC Correspondence, 1936-1939). 

No repoqS eXist· -recording "the progress of the fight aga:inSt 
" , 

communism·.in the Schoo1 Commission. It is unknown if thè Commission, 

with BOSSy's, he1p; succeeded in" bringing the children attending the 
, , 

comm~ halls back.inte the Catholic system. 

The June 1939 report shows only three Ukrainian bil:ingual classes in 
J 

the Commission's schOols. It aIso states the three classes weré 

partitioned into eight grad& 1eve1s., Classes". were made multUevel .in , 

"order ta kéep together enough children to reta:in a bilingual class. This 

,'supports the view that Bossy's eampaign w~ net very successful. 
" . '. . 

1 ' 

Bossy, maintained 1 bis position as Auxll:i.ary Ass:lstant untU 1940, 

when hi$ work wa~ questioned ~ contract terminated. Upon the 
.,,a 1 

i.nterv.ention of sorne Priests, the Com miSsion reinstatèd bis contract and .. 
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let him stay on until 1948. He was finally suspended pending reports 

, 
from bis supervisor that no one seemed to know what Bossy was daing. 

This~ was an odd accusation by empfuyers who formerly had highly 

regarded bis services • . 

By 1948, the Montreal Catholie School Board had no more bilingual 

classes, and therefore no need for an, Auxiliary As~' for foreign 
.-
classes. Tl1e exact year in whieh èach foreign class was closed is not 

o 1 

,availab1e. The 'classes just gradually stop appearing in the. records of . -

the Commission. A triCkle of letters were sporadica1l.y received in the 
1950's from different ethnie prie~ asking that the bilin~. ~ses be 

reinstated lin certain !?cpools. The C~~ mis~ion did net a'CXJUiesce to their 

demands. The foreign' elements' which w~e previously r.egarded as-a 
. ., 

threat to ~ociety. may by now have been considered under control •. 

\ 

<> 
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,CH~PTER V 

CONCLUSION 

The research conducted for' this paper indicates that at the begi.ruting' 

of the centu.ry the institutions in power rëgarde1 Ukrainian immigrants as 

a threat in terms of a group br~g discontent with:in Quebec soci.@ty. 
• - 1 

The power groups reacted tf> this perceive1 threat by making specifie 
• 

changes te Quebec's educational system. They introduced bllingual 

e1ucation for immigrant children in order te ~inst:i.ll in them "proper 
r , ... 1 

values" éU'}d from 1911 to 1945 Ukrainian° children in Mo)lt.real were 

channelled into Ukrai.niaI1':'English classes.-

~ 

The purpose of this bilin$UÙ program was te keep' Ukrainian chil.dren 

within the church controlled scil601 . system. The Quebec government am

the Roman Catholic Church poped that. by ma:inta:i.n:ing a hold over the 

children 's religio.us and secular training they could. ther~by stop the 
l' 

spread of soc~ organlzations. 

. At the. end of the nineteenth century in western 'Canada the first 
, 

Ukrainians grouped toget:her in block ~ettl~J'I!ents on the homesteads they 
. 

Plrchased from th~ government;. These ~ settlements developed with . 

- 1~6 -
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minimal' ~ration into canadian SQCiety,. Durlng the ear1y years of 
'-

sett:leItlent the w~stern Ukrainians' energy wl:ls totally consùmed, by ~ , 
o l 

efforts to survive in the Canadian wi1d~rness. 'Many years passed befOlTe . , 
th~y organized Ukra:inian cul.tural organizations and sÇ>Cieti.es. When the 

-org~ation did begin, it was the congregation and church committees 

-' 

that weré organized mst. Various secular' organizations follow.e;1 later, ., 

(Woycenko, 1968:188)'. .. 

However, Ukr'ainians had always been intecested in the educational . ) 
\ . 

opportunities for thei.r children.. . In 1897 Manitoba p3,ssed _ a language 

legislation which provided for French children to he taught in both 

English and French. Similar legislati9n wa~_ eventually adopted in .the 

other t~o prov~ces permitting a certain amount of bilingual or foreign 

language i.r.structiop. Ukrai!P.an_ cômmunities' were quick to jump at the 

chance to have their children taught in two languages as welle The 

bilingual comb~tion to mclude Ukr~ and English classes had not 

'been en~isaged by ,any' of, "thfse governm~nts (Lupul, 198~:216). 

l ' 

Ukrainians nev~rtheless organized themselves to open théir own bilingual ..,. -, . , 

classes. Government officials reported that the attendance of Ukrainians 

increa~ed in scho61s with bilin~ teachers ~hose first ~guage was 
. . . 

Ukrainian. However, the western govern~ents ~ int:ended immigrant 

children _. to 1earn Ènglish so> they would not remain segregated in' . " 

Ukr~ b1Qck settlements • 

... . ." 
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Soon after, certain British based grou~ across 'the prairies W;gëd 
" ' 

t.:~eir governments to· repeal the, bi.l..tngual. s~hoo1 c1a~e because Ukrai.ni.an 

teac,hers were incapable of developing "thorou~hgoing Canadians" (Lupul, 

_1982: 218). They said the syStem was retarding the f process of 

assimilatiO:"l'. As a resUlt of Ang:16phone public pre~sure ways were 

s:;>ught te abandon the biling'J schoo1 policy. llk;rainians were 

œtermined te keep their biliÎ1gua1. schools and their strong fight te ret:a:in 
, 

t.'e syStem was .~rpret:ed:- .~~ sorne Canadians as un-Canadian act:.i.vitY. 

~\estern Canadian politicians argued that the retentibn of the Ukrainian 
f 

,"language conflicted with ,becoming responsihle Canadian citizens.· The 
cl _ 0 '" • 

g::>vernrnentS were in ., a position to implement their biases, thus the 

bilingual schoois in western Canada were -apolished.· 
! .. 

" 

Ukrainian immigrants "in f\1ontreal faced a vi~ dtfferent situation. . . 
First they fO~~r::?them~el ves in 'a Ft:énch CéU1él~ s~ety which. w~ 

- . ..' 

itself trying te deal witb the 'çhanges that came with indu~ializati.on and 

urbanization. Secondly, Ukrainians were poer and from an agricu1tural 

~ckgrouné1 . - thus 17hemsel ves unfa~iliar. with city ~ays. They set:t:led ;in 

the low income or slum areas of Montreal and quickly sought out 
. 

industrial employment in order to survive. Not knowing English, or 

F:~ch they were very vulne~able as indiVidUals to the ongOing' changes' 

around thern,. 'Ernployment ':tri .many cases was seasonal. So labourers had' 

" 
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to change jobs often. F.~ling defenscless, they wasted no time in 

organizing their owÎl associations for rn~ aid .and probleJtl sol ving. 
• . 4 

, . .. 
,' _____ The fir~t organizatiQns were sec~ and link~ the immigrant' with bis 

. ' 

. 
own group te find he1p wh~ it was. need,ed. " .' 

. -' 

• During the ear1y years of settlernent in Montreal Ukrainians lived 

thx::~ugh 'thre~ short rece,ssions, in 1904; 1907' and' 1913' "( L:int:eau, 
-, ",' -, 

1983: 306). . Decades, earlier, in the late nineteenth century" Ukrainians 
. 

hqd lived' through the s'Oê:i..a1 and econornic injustices in' their own native 
, .. 

land. 

, 
'Having emigrated from an are~, of Eastern EÙroPe undergo-ing social 

. ' 

anç1-politi~ unrest, Ukrainians had already been exposed,to sociaHst and 
1 r _. 

" - . 
ana.r~~t idel1ls. Many of their former associations had beeh pëliticaJ,. and 

soc;ial-democra~ , in princi.p!e. Reli ving social' unrest in their hew 

env.:i.ronm~nt influenced the type of organizàtions they set up in 'Montreal. . . 

Research 'indisputab1y shows that the ear1y Montréal Ukrainian 

orgartizations had a definite. s~al ; st political bru;e: These first 
, ~ 

organiZations . sowed the sèeds of the i.deology which permeated the 

MontreaJ., Ukrainian, corn munit y for the fust few decades of this century. 

In-1906, t:he'Socialist party of Quebec organized in 'Montreal a May Day . '. 

mar,cn. . Although this march attracted only fi. ve "ttJ six hundred peop1é 

• 
(Linteau" °1983:540), Ukrainians who were new sett1ers were noted as a 
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-part:icipating gro~p. The founding of the Orahomatiov Society ~ 1907 '"'~ 

, an overt demonstration· of. .the politi~ ,.leanings of rnuch of the Ukrainian, 

corn rnunity • 

-
The "com munfty seemed te be harmonious until 1910 when sorne 

mèmbers began discussions to b.rl.ld a church. Drahomanov's ideas were 

anti:-clerica.l) which exp~ the controv~rsy which ensued. The 
, 

eommunity split over the -'issue of whether to build a. cqurch and 

'stren9then th@ influence of the Catholic religion or whethe~ te, stay with 
, , 

trie secù1ar organizations and strengthen them. 

':rn February 1910 the Federation Of, Ukrainian Sociali st Democrats of 
;<. 

canàda "was- forrned and Montreal's .branch was the only branch in- eastern 
, " , ® • 

"canada (Marunchak, 1970:225). The ukrainian Social Democratie P~ 

" 

, ~ .. '$ 
was banned in canada in ,1918. The group re-emèrged immediately as the . .. 

Ukrainian . Labour-Farmer Association. Montreal is 'noted ta .hàve had , . 
three very act:i ve branches. By th:iS time a complete re-orientation from , -

socialism to oornmunism in the above-ntentioned parq' had taken place~ , .. " ", , 

To attract· a large~ follow}ng, socio-cul.tural acti. vities becarne a 

sign:if:i.cant pa+t of the Association's progra~. 

In f.1ontreal, the mem~sh:ip in~reased following . the Russian., 

Revolution. Possibly the emergençe of. the éomm~ 0 regime was, 
- ) c 

mt:erpreted by many as benefici al for the working class and -peaSanè~ 
1 

• .\ 
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Montre,al's working 
, 
w~s 

-
the changes of sÛffering . 'througJ1 class 

:industrialisrn' and_ qoûld h~ve been easily influenced to support sociaJist' 

beliefs. Ukr~s _ were" no exception. 
" 1", 

'stranded in an urbqn ~ environment Ukrainians had 'beep 'left to - fend 

for themse1ves. in. the industrial world. Other 'associations' paid, little 

attention 'to the economic problems of the wQddng class and poor 
k 

-familles.' In c~ntrast, the communist orgahizations were speaking out for 

better' wo~king cOnditiOI)S ~ higher wages for the labourer. These . were 

corn mitments the U,lcrainian working class 'could easil y ldentify. with. In . .. 
'addition, thesè orcaanizations were actually meeting the soc::ial n~.s of 

, • l • • ~ , 

thar rnembers. The exact Montreai membershiP is unknown. . HOWever, 

the group cx>llected enough money ~ organize a corn mune 'in Ukraine after .. - ,- . 
the Revolution, which indi~tes that their Montreal mernbership base and 

, ". ~ , 

participa~~ w~~e strong. -
fi 

The QUebec authorities responded in the 1~30's by . hiring Walter J. 
1 • 

Bossy to fight communism. Bossy _ was asked, te prepare lists 'of, , . , , . -
c~enfs names who atl;ended cornmunist halls ,and finally the ,authori1;ies 

organized pèlice raids On tb~se halls. . These actions strongl y' suggest 

'" that the acti.vities of thes~ organizations had increased to the 'pOint wher~ 

-' the govemment decided te, ~t:veI1:~" 
, . 
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By the l:a~" 1930'5 the organization was déclining across cana~ 

Sorne had become. disillusioned with c:.ommunist ideo1ogy; but eV'en more 

devastating was the banrPng of the Ass~tion' in Canada durmg WÇ)rlfi ... 
War II. Its activities carne to a standstill under the repressive 

'" . , 

measures taken against it. Therè was a .comeback a.fter the war ~ but the 

Labour Temples ·never rega:ined their previous strength (Woycenko, 
~ 

1968:1,96) • 
c~ ... 

lBecause the" political associàt:i.6ns of Ukrainians were cons:ide'red to 

~. controversial by. being social-democratic :in character th~ bilingual 
, .. ~ \.- .... 

cl.àsses were not set up by the Montréal Cathollc. $choo! Commission, to : ' 

preserve Ukrainian culture. In effect they may have aided Ukl:-a.i.n:i.an 
\ ' 

children to -learn their mothet ~ngue on a daily 1:asis within ,the public 

school system. But the motive for setting up. the program WM to have' " , ' . , . 
the ch;ildren -ièarn catechism or their ow~ religion in order ta keep theni 

~ . 

as pràcti..sing Catholiès and not praçti.c::ing s~. , 

, 
Conclusions: The impetus for :the establishment of ~ bi.lingual system ' . , 

came from the French' Catholic Church of Quebec and not fr~m' ukrainian, 

organiz~tions. It was not the res1,llt ,of a strugglé as it had been. in 
, 
Western Canada. Quebec's Catholic Church ha~ powers . where other 
J 
provinces di.d not~ ... It 'feared the social changes j:ak:i.n3" place ,and saw' ~ts 

persua~ive force was ineffeCtive in stopping the' social and ideologica1 

changes tha.t camé abqut through industrialization. ,The Catholic 

séhools' in Quebec were seen by the ,Cathol).C church, as 
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ideological tools ta irifuse • the children with ft Christian justice ... 
, . 

, , 

Ukraini:pns were an, unkrlown element, a foreign ~y wit:h:iri the Frènch . ' , . , 
. Cëitholic êulttlre. . . . They 'soon orgêllÛZed themse1ves ~d 1eaned te' 

• • \il '. ' 

qr9'aru.za~iu? autsi~e the mamstream of French Catholic Society ~ 

The' Çatholic Church could net permit Ukl:'ainians to -dev~lop lnto, a. 
, . ' 

potenti.al .threat ta the existing social fabriè of Quebec. It therefore 
a -

took ax{ active' :interest .in drawing these recent Ukra.:in:ian :immigrants mto 
" ,..~ '1" ~ ...... 

th~ existing ;schoOl apparatus in ~rder to l(eep thern obedient. Càtholics. 

This desire te co~trol the interests of the immigrant population, expl.é!:in.s. 

why in 1915, when ~e MontreaJ. Catholic School Commissioq was sUHering 
.' . . ,.,. -

! --..... • 

frqm overcro~ding j..n all of their 'schools; Ukrainian childr~n were st;ill: 
/ , 

"bemevolently" aCèomodated- in -specially rented store space and private 

homes. - .' 

.. 
In 1934 the Church and the. Commission formally ·~culated 'in 

, ... 
writing the n~· to control the socié['list and comm~ ideologies wi~ 

«) ~. • 

the catholic· schools. The actio~ of the M. C. s. C. prior t6 this points ta 
1- } r.". _ 

the ~act ~t the prlmary reas~>n for these' ~ses had al:W~Y6 been ta 
" . 

, prevènt the growth of anti.-church and sociaIiJt organizati.o~. 
- l \ , 

\ ... 
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Future Research: 

''--
/ 

. " 

,',. , 

future ~eseë1!ch, it would be ~rest:ing , , 

~ 'compare and contrast Ukraini.an bilingual classes to Other ~ 

" . classes that existed at arolnld' the same ume in Quebec. It would he 

interesting to compare and' contra~ ,the 'attitude ,of the. Quebeg ~emÎtlent 
, 

ta the~e ,different groups. 

.. ' . 
. 

Other possible' awroaches ,for future re$earch. might include a .. - ,.. 
current sbldy of the reasons why Ukrainians do not presently hav~ . 

. . 
,~ classes in 'Quebec. The 'opportunities exist -to restart .bilin~ " 

classes, therefore, Why are Ukrainians not taking the, initiative? 

" 
'. 
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