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Cooe Lt *Thzs study exam.mes Ukralman bﬂmgualf educatlon in the publi,c- LT

L s°h°°l sy Ste"“ of: Montreal: Bﬂingusl Ukramlan Enq“hsh education’ existed B
i“_ m‘}:he pra:.ne provmces fron: 1897 *tq 1918 ~In Quebec UKrainian ‘

3 o , blhmgual classes began only in 1911 but: oontn.nued until 1945 Thi_s stué,‘y ) ‘

. endeavours to explam why bﬂingual classes were mamtamed 'so much -

\‘ - longer' in Quebec -after they had been abchshed in, Westem Canada K

UL R

. the study is ‘based onsprim'afy ‘sources consxstmg fndinly of- archival .
, mater:.al and personal mterueWs ‘with Ukralm.ans and others who had béen l"”’." '

~ M ‘
«

*pﬂs parents, teachers or admmlstrators in these schools Some

N N A
secondary material such as newspaper and magazme artl.cles were also

0~

By B - N
. ~ 1 1 . i = L
.~ used. } C , Lo - Rt

,‘As comparison of Ukrainian bilingual ‘sct'ioél.é i’ Western eanada and

E

Quebec shOws a marked dJ.f:Eerence in the reasons for theJ_: ex:.stance., in s '

. o

=y > 3

" , © the 'West, the Ukram:;an commuruty had to struggle for the schools and ‘the i:' .

I

provmcual , authonues accepted the—' classes as a means for athe

ass:.mﬂatlon of new immigrants. In Qﬁebec, it waﬂs acmally the Montrea]:

3 - b

Cathohc School Commlssmn wh:.eh J.m.tlated the Ukralman-Enghsh ‘bu_hngual .
program within the French schools, at f;.rst, as a means of drawmg - '
U’kram:ans into the Cathohc system and then -to f:l.ght the socmhst and e

3 ' . t

. communist 1nﬂuences tha.t the French Cathohc Church perceived was

’ .

L3 [

inﬂuermng the Ulcra:.man comrnum.ty ‘ 0 ‘ o N
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l & La présente rechevclée\ aﬁ ' pour but d'exaniner 1'éducation bﬂingue
W .
= ' ukrainienne dans. le ” $ysteme des écoles publiques de Mohtréal.
I . L'éducation " bilingue, dont leh deux la.ngues etaient l'vkrainien et
4
i tanglms. exl.‘s-t:;-uenga dans les provmces des praJ.rles entre les années
. v : .
) 1897 et 1918 Au . Québec les classes bilingues ukraJmennlas n'ont
l commencées qu'en '1911 et ont contnnuees d ex,lster jusqu'en 1945. me
thése essaie d'exphquer les. ralsons pour”’ lésquell.es les classes b:.hngues
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“ francophones pour att:.rér,

Une comparaison entre les écoles bﬂmgues ukrainiennes dans 1'ouest
du Canada ‘et celles du Québec démontre une d:lfference marquante des

\

raisons pour leur exlstance. Dans ‘l'ouest la communauté ukrainienne

devait lutter pour lesdites écoles: Les autorités provinciales ont
acceptés

1'assiinﬁad{>‘n

°

les classes bilingues ‘dans ces écoles pour faciliter

Québec, c’ét;ait la

CQm mission des ecoles cathohques de Montréal qui a“ pris l'initiative de

des nouvtaaux immigrants. Au

créer le programme bJ.l.mgue ukra:.n1en—~anc_;1a:.so dedans ,(les écoles

3

en premler, les ukrainiens” au systeme

cathéhque,\ et deux::.emement,wde cette fagon combattre les mﬂuences A

14

socn,ahste et com mumste que 1'Eglise catholifjue francaise’ croyalt etre

dommantes dans la communauté ukrainienne. Y \
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- CHAPTER I

v

INTRODUCTION

v

| e
Minority ethnic groups have- only recently beeh recognized by the
dominant Canadian cultural groups as important contributors to ‘the

development of Canada. There exists a clear contrast between the type

& ~
and amount of. research done on these groups prior to World War II as

compargd to the writings undertaken since the.war. The research prior

to the war was ‘almost enti.rely within the 'eontext of developin‘g polic}.es
and promotmg interest J.n ass:.mﬂatmn programs of the- institutions
concerned.. In the .1950's - and 1960's, . as older and more established

Canachan et:hnlc groups found time to 1ock back at ﬁuelr past, there

emerged a proh.ferat:.on of hlstnorlcal works by the greoups themselves.

'I‘hese wntmgs emphasued the groups contnbuuons to Canadian society.
The problem, however, 1s +that Canadlan h:.ston.ans generally have not
interested themselves in research -on “ethnic groups.A Thls lack of interest
has resxﬂted m a scarc:.ty of fact:ual informatxon available 6n Canada's

~
5 e v

ethmc np.nontms.h R -

¥
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PURPOSE

~—
-;

The purpose of this paper is te record the existence ef and énalyse
the reasons for bilingual Ukrainian classes m the public school system of
Montreal between the years 1911 and 1945. Until now the existence of

these classes has not been analyzZed and documented by ' scholarly
research.. |

i
t
i

The ergument that wl.ll be presented in thJ.s paper is that Ukramian
b].hngual classes in’ Mcmtreal were set up by the. Montreal Catholic School

Com mlsSmn 1tse1.f heav:Lly influenced by the Roman Cathohc Ch&‘c‘ﬂ\} as a

-1

hmeans of keep:.ng working class Ukralman ch:.ldren in the Caﬂ'xo]ic. school

 system. This effort had no tb do with the px;eservét).on of Ukrainian

“r,

culture. It was s:.mply an ati:empt to get Ukrainian children mto Catholic

-
-

i *schools and away from socxahst and after 1918 communist organizatlons

] that: the French Catholic Church belleved were directing the Ukrainian

@ommumty. The- ci{ui:ch with the help of the Montreal Catholic Schboi
Commlsslon wanted to guide Ukrainians so as to steer them away from the
dangers of socialism. , P

“

o

Uk.ranmans in Qqebec were an unknown eiement, a fore:.gn mﬂnence
w:n.th:.n the French Cathohc culture~ 'I’hey were pobr J,mmn.gram's who
kspoke a fore;.gn language and pracuced uhknown trad:.tnons. \gven their
,brand 2 Cathohc;sg\ seemed like 'a ifferent religion. The catholic
"Church felt Ukralmans posed)/ a potentlal ‘thredt .if they remained

< s
-‘autonomqus‘ and apart' from the' u@uegqe gf“the‘domy;gnt society. The
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bilingual classes were a wéy of drawing Ukrainians and other ethnic
groups into society to better watch their activities,’ monitor their
pssociations and generally diminish their impact on their new

environment. ;
- -

D §

7 'I‘tus argument will be developed by reviewing who the Ukrainians
were, their reasons for emigrating and the ;;hysical condit’Lons' they found

in Canada upon arrival. Very little research has been done on the
—growth of Ukrainian communities ik Eastern Canada, speciffcally in

Quebec. It is therefore important to take advantage of the resources and

publicdtions on Ukrainign immigration to the western prajries to contrast
the development of the two communities. An undertanding of "
differences greatly helps ¥ see that hilingual education -folj Ukramlan ‘
immigrants in the eést was established by the governme’nt‘ and N's‘él’ﬁol,
commissions to accomplish specific 'political objectives to “benefit ’.i:he’ :
ruling "Catholic clergy. o ‘ - ,’ R i

“w

- -

It is theréfore important to I;ok :'ﬂ:’ :,tI;e 'd:ifféxences betWeén
Ukrainians m the v.are”st“ ahd -Ukrainians in- 'Quebeé.' _-The two- communities
'welle not only separa;ced by great distances -but also bytheud:sunch.ve .
_ mamner of development. For one, westerm Ukrainians were mainly. §et-in
a rural environment on urnnhabn:ed land, while tﬂ{ra:lma.ns J.n ‘the east

found themselves in an urban environment and were forced to fit. into

-
« -

-the already existing urban life surrounding them. In the IWést, Ukra.lmans _'

RSN
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.were much more numerous than in the east. Therefore, it seems logical

to assume that a$ a group they would have been much more influential in
theit" endeavours. The information gathered surprisingly shows that
eastern Ukrainians were a very influential group of immigrants. A
review of the immigration, settlement and ‘development patterns of

Ukrainian communities out west offers a base for analyzing the east.

r

SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY

This study describes a group of people at a period which up until
now has been neglected. Libraries and research centres are void on the
topic of éa;ly Ukrainian settlements in Eastern Canada. Most of the
publi’cé"cions on Ukrainians in Canada have concentrated on the settlers in
Wéste‘rn‘ Canada. No research has been conducted on Ukrainians in the .
east, and more specifically in Quebec. As such, it was very important to
take advantage of the human resources still- available within the Ukramian

community and to begin to record their experiences.

5
4

L :

For -the purpose of this paper I have . focused ’-mostly on the
information pertinent to a study of the bilinghial school program which
was made available for Ukrainian school children in Montreal.. An

investigation of the purpose of these schools will help identify whether

~the schools were used as tools for assimilation or for retention of ethnic

l ; -
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identity. It is of interest to the Ukrainian community to co'mpare and

contrast the reactions of the Quebec government regarding these schools

. with other government reaction across Canada. . - ,

The Manitoba School Act or the Laurier-Greenway Agreément of 1897

opened the door for establishing bilingual schools. It stated:

"When ten of the pupils speak the French
language, or any other language than English as
their native language, the teaching for. such
pupils shall be conducted in French o such
language, and English upon the kilingual system"
(Marunchak, 1970:117). '

It is interesting to compare the bilingual education program for _,
'Ukrainians in Quebec with those in ether provinces. This compa;’ison
heli)s to explain why the schools existed for so much longer in Quebec -

" and why they were closed down so much earlier in other provinces:

_— LY

IS

- On the practical side, this study will be useful as an aid for the

contemporary Ukrainian ‘community to rediscover its past and it may also '

help the community to clarify its own attitudes towards the federal and

3

provincial governments within Canada.
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RELATED RESEARCH

The rare material that does exist on Ukrainians in Quebec ‘is to be

found in Master of Arts theses written for different universities in the
. Montreal ared.” C.M. Bayley's (1939) and S.M. Mamchur's (1939)

research ‘were submitted to  McGill University, while  N.A.

. s ‘
Hrymak-Wynnycky's (1964) thesis ‘was written. for University of Montreal

and Y.G. Kelebay's (1975) 'was submitted to Concordia University. A

these works deal with the different aspects of the immigrant's life and

work in the new surrogndings. These are local studies pertaining to

‘geographical location offithe settlements, church and community
development ar;td the ‘immigrant?s”édjustment to Canadian society. ’

"

No. research has been conduct:ed SO far on the specmc topic of

A3

3 ed?éatlon of L?kra.mlans m Quebec.- 'Tl'us study w1.1.1 document Ukralm.an'

’ec'iucatton in Quebec from the beglnm.ng of this century until 1945 and
. pr'esent what mformaupn is ava;.lable. More speca.ﬁl.cally, the study will

| be cc)néérried ‘with bﬂmgual Ukrainian ‘classes found within the pubhc-

f

« school system in the Morrtreal area.
My analysis and conclusions differ greatly from ‘previously published
- works- on _Mont.‘re“al" Ukrainians ‘on two main po:mts According to MH

Marunchak: ‘ . . oL

W



. "In 1912, Ukrainian workers 'in Montreal used
! their best endeavours before the Catholic School
Commission so that their .children might receive
Ukrainian language instruction in the city
[ , schools. These efforts were realized when Rev.
. T.' Dwulit assumed 1eadership of the ‘Ukrainian
’ "parish congregation in Montreal.  Upon his
l. o renewed solicitations, supported by massive, ‘
. ) petitions, the school authorities agreed to a Lo~
. - -formation of four separate classes for the
©  .Ukrainian children who henceforth received o
'  instruction in two languages. The- language of ’
instruction in the morning was Ukrainian, and in .
the afternoon the teaching was conducted in -~
‘ French. Thus, all school subjects were taught A
in these two languages. The teachers of this
’ : bilingual school system were .on the provincial
I b ‘ payroll® (Marunchak, 1970:149).

— \' My' data 'i.ndicate that first the eastern Ukrainians never had to
struggle to obta.m the,u' hllmgual classes and second that these classes
were taught in each case in Ukralman and Enghsh ‘and not in Ukralman
~and French as Marunchak contends. . g o .

o i

. The paper has a broa,der framework mvolvmg the hlstoncal,

geographlcal and economic background of ‘the Ukralm.an commumty in both (

"the western settlements and in-Montreal. R _‘; .

s . \ Rad
1 )
\ - 3 - .
[4 [ . ' A v -

a

r

bl.l.mgual educatmn in the west. Varlous pubhcat:.ons by such authors as

e,

' T -

4 [} : . . .
~

. . - ‘ ! ’, ! . ’

M I

BJ.hngual edt:AcatLon in Quebec evolved in a; very d]f.ferent way from|

‘M. ‘Lupul (1985) and J. Skwarok (1959) ‘on. praJ.ne bilingual educat:.on"
,mem:lcn only in passmg that bJ,]_mgual educatxon also existed m the east
In h:.s Masters the31s (1275) entd:}ed, "'I'he Ukrainian Communlty in Z

-
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’ .. Montre: 1" Y. Kelebay nowhere mentlons the exa.stence of these’ specml

P -

classes. H0wever, N.A. Hrymak-Wynnycky, in hef Mast;er's thes:s "Les

o

-

Eghses Ukramlennes a Montx:eal " deals wa.th the rise.,. of Ugralman

churches in Montreal“ and mentlons an everyday‘ - s6hool - for’ Ukrauuan

s

- chJJdren { Hrymak-Wynnycka 1964:45). . Her ~sources were books wrltterx

A

on b:.Imgual educatxon in the West. The assumptxon has usually been that

<

_— LT
v
,

“

. . both eastern and western bilingual prpgrams Jwere_.ﬂxe same. In point of
fact, 'they were not. - R

' - ’ 3

Reviewing the Quebet situation, Ukrainian schools whish e:;:isted in

Ve

. Mom'.real between 1910 and 1945k‘were the only publicly fmanced bilingual-

. ~schools 1‘11 Canada at that “Hme. Wtheﬂzthe rest of Canada took away

b:l.hngua.l prlvaleges aromnd .the ‘Year 1916,..Quebec seems to 'have’

—— om— —— —— L]
, R
3

o~ . encouraged their classes to contmue.’ The um.queness of this fact would
prove the topic of Ukranm.an bilingual educatton in Quebec an important -
- B reSearch -top:.c.‘?‘ The ﬁndmgs ma‘y prove to be interesting for students
and scholars on educatlon of mmonty groups as well ~as prov1dmg

Lo .unporbant historical, documentation for the Ukrainian f:ommumty V:Ltself.x
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Atotalof59

However ’

because 'the

1

There sb,ll ex1st within

Most of the 1rrberv1ewees weré of Ukramlan

E . . METHODOLOGY : o . -
[ ‘ | The subject of th.xs thesz_s requ:ured much of the matenal to be
. o obtained from prlmary SOurces but both ‘the mterv:.ew methods and
[ " archival research were found to be neoessary.
[ v . the commu\n/lty a few senior members who arrived m Montrea.l prmr to or
, dur:mq the” year l9lO.x Also,: a large number of adults who were students
l at the b;_lJ.nguaJ. 'schodls can st:nll be found. -
\ ‘ bn'_lingual clas'ses were located within the ppblic school systern in
I ' Montreal, ‘an attemprt was also made‘ to. loc:ate students"who athended the-
[ ‘t other so-called normal classes within these schools
- ,‘ interviews were conducted:
| onigin, S |

4 <

scl'}ools .

mtemews

i requlred Several v1sxts to complete dUe to the” Iapse of tume smce the.

- '. im:er*\newees had a"ttended school and* the amount’ of time they needed to

! ©  each interviewee was asked to g:.ve the researcher names of people of the

o , reﬂect or- the quesnons asked

)were taped for future reference.

With the permlssmn of the mter“v:.ewees,

The J.nterv1ews were conducted m such a, way as ito allow the

’ mt:er\}lewees to express: their own views or, glve mformatxon on the.u' old

e

‘.some . of the1 v

Most: of the mterv:.ews

This was espec:.ally true for the ‘

»

LT - :.nterwewees who are now in their’ m.netles.

,ﬁ'
A "snowba]l effect," where

- same generation who attended or helped organlze these schoo]s took

W



>
e

In my search for mterv1ewees, ten - senior mtlzens were located,

CN ~ BN

each of whom was mterv:.ewed. Unfortunately, durmg the research

' period were IQCa{:ed ~ However, dnly tmrty-two agreed to "be .

interviewed., also, four teachers or Slsters who had taught in the )
schools were located. Two, were resxdmg in- Montreal and the. other two L
i :.n Torohto. Wh:le in- Toronte, two more Sl:udents were located. A VJ.Slt

K A

to several Golden Age Clubs in Poim: St Cha_rles, the area where two of.

<

l . ._périod, "five passed away;“ Numerous Ukranu.an students £rom that time
\ these schools had been \located, .uncovered thirteen ‘senior citirens of

. e ) e /,u - ‘ | ’ ' - \

I _ non-Ukrainian origin who attended these schools.

s . .
0y " 1 - s
- \ N 4 f
- e - J -
P -

- .o Church and de’.'lSh records of that time ‘weré utilized, as we]l as the n

nu.nutes of meet:.ngs of nt soc:x.aI organlzat::ons such as Ukra:.nian

W Read.mg Soc:.ety Prosv::.ta (Montxeal Branch) and the Ukramxan Sick” Beneflt

e
e

L - Society.' . The' archlves of the -Mom:real Cathohc~ School - Commss:,on,_
Quebec‘s Ministry of Educati.on records and. Public Archives of Canada

~Wwere also stuthed. , In the preceding documents, 1nformatmn was sought

\a;

on the- establishment of these classes a.nd why théy oeased to exist.

3

Certam _newspapers and magazme artrcles wr:.tten in Enghsh, Frepch or

n

Ukrainian, carry&ng any mformatxon on the exlstence of these schools were

-— .
v

also reviewed, ~ roeg R -

\ 1
e i
v

\ ! JO - L . N
Q@ / i
' 2 Secondary sources mvolved an mtens,we research - of exlstmg

\ "

hterature on Ukrainians, in Canada to find the htt}Je data ava:.lable on L
. th:.s toplc and to obt:a:.n comparauve elements for oﬂner parts of Canada -
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L hJstory of Ukra:.m.an emgratton to Canada ard the . second records the

'S
Y

< development of education for Ukrainians in Western Canada. - -

- ’ 3
B

! Chapter II is. d1v1ded n'xto two - sect:.ons. t The first deta.ﬂ_s the
% &‘ - f . ‘_‘ . \ y,', -

‘ Chapter III -gives a descr:.ptnon of the different areas of Montreal m

4\.
-

wh:.ch Ukrainians settled at the turn of the century. Here one. sees how

an- urban mdustrlal aenVJ.ronment mﬂuences the development of the

A b

~ oA
K
1

Ukra:.man com mum.ty in Montreal . \

~ -

.
< . + - . ‘. - s
e . H " 3

pubhc school s«ystem in Montreal. Itr?will be shown that the specn.al
classes were not opened as a’ result ef any speca.al effor:t by deferent
ethnic groups, " but rather through,, the: eﬁforts of the’ French‘ Cathoh;:

! Lo Chapter IV deals w,:.th the bﬂmgual Ukralman Enghsh classes in the
Church a,nd the "Montreal Catholic 5chooi COmm15510n/.\ L

. ‘ Chapter V concludes that the Catholic' Chureh of Quebec’fear‘ea that

! ‘ ~ Ukrainians may develop mto a potentnal threat to the existing soc.1al
E fabnc ofw Quebec soc1ety wh:.ch at that time was heav:.ly mEl.uenced by the

E}reﬂcﬁ* Catholic Church. Thls threat was to be neutrahzed by dram.ng

- —————

Ukrainian ch:.ldren into the Cat:hohc pubhc schools where they would be

L propeﬂ‘g'( momtored by the Church. S
o
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l : . : . CHAPTER IT

~  YKRAINIANS.IN WESTERN CANADA
‘ [ 4

REASQNS FOR LEAVING UKRAINE T IR .

¥
| ) ‘At,
«

) e . . . ' l, . .
The first Ukrainian seti'.lers _arrived in Canada in the late, m’”neteenth

1 mot:.vauon for leavmg Ukrame was to be free from oppresswe poverty
‘ and pohtlml tyréﬁhny. The gnm reality that g;reeted them 1e.ft many
askmg why they had come and what they were domg here. o

H

o . . [N

- . W R N ' A .
\ * h >

Ukra:me ‘had ‘been part::.twned between Russm .to the east and. the

l - Austro—Hunganan prownces of Gahc:ua, Bukov‘yna and Transcarpathla to

the west.

- T ] 1 ‘ - ‘ -~ [— <, »
o - " , o ..
R - or i LYY L -

v K o .
- v “ -

P - It had” been only recently: m 1848, that serfdom had been abohshed

.m’ Western Ukrame by the Aust_nan E;mperor Ferdmand I (Kostash,
L y 1977:12). \ Under serfdom exp101tat10n had been very thh and the

, peasant,s suffered enormously. They were obhged to pay ‘rents in labour,
' - . produce and money to the 1ord of the manor, the st:ate»and the church

As a serf, the ‘peasant prov:.ded free labour for the landlord He could

v
o

‘ - centufy, antlclpatmg a 1ong awalted prospenty Thelr strongest o



and the lord could enlist the serf's twelve—year old son in- the army at *

>

L Gal:.c:.an nobJ.hty was dsed to h:lnder the development of popular education

. school—age 'cmldren attended school, whlle in Bohemla, m_nety-.-four L

. Ukralman people by prov:.dmg for, certain h.bemes. However, the act

/ hbertxes, and weére ‘therefore powerless -to change then: posatnon. The- E

’percent (94%) attended “and ‘in all’ of Austna( excludmg Gal:,c:a

- , - f B

not marry “or send hig children to school without the lord's permission, B

will (Piniuta, '1978:17). Military serv1ce lasted fourteen years (Himka, R
1984-16). Landlords could kill - serfs on their own authority or sell them -
without t'he land to which they were, in theory, attached gﬂlmka, A
1‘984:1?5) . The peasants were kept: ignorant and the violence uieed against ) _
them ‘was sévere. . Before a peasant would be beaten, a doctor wculd “ ‘ .
estimate how many blows that peasant could endure without being crippled

or killed (Hlmka, 1984:13). The entire poht:.cal influence of ‘“the

and mamta.m authorlty In 1842, only ‘fifteen 'percent (15%) of Gahman

seventy-ﬁ.\ze percent (75%) attended (Hlmka, 1984 1,6) 1 ‘

o . B M
2 e . I
.
I, \
€

' ‘I‘he aboh.shment of serfdom b‘rought about a new l_ife’ l’or the”

which abol:ushed serfdom also created a. heavy taxat:.on system on’

- Ukramlans to compensate the landlords Ukramlans had few pohtx.cal o

‘Pol:.sh landlords, themselves former soverelgns of Westérn Ukrame unt:nl

- -, - ~ h
.y - -

]
|
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. N ¥ 2 .
v ' L S ~ . .

< 1
-

- lFor~ & more descriptive. account of the peasantry in .Galicda “during
' setfdom, refer to the Jean-Paul Himka's article "Serfdom in Galicia"
:(1984). . ’_F,‘ - )t"/' o - ’ s ‘ - . . T N I P "" . '
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K 'ﬂ‘;‘e division of Poland among Austria, YPrussia and Russia, had remained
' o in Galicia, a 'i:rovinée of Western Ukraine, as llandlbrds, administrators
and judges (Kostash, 1977:13)- The’ elq-::‘ctdral )pr"o'cess was weighed in
favor of. the Polish landlords .who_ rejected the fotion of a @istinct

mcrauﬁan nationality and so .meticulously suppressed its develspment.

The Ukrainian people, dependent on agriculture for a living, 'had
minlmal landholdmgs to chv:Lde amorng themselves. As late as 1892, the
great Polish landowners stn_ll owned forty-—three percent (43%) of all the

tr.tled la.nds (Pmluta 1978-17) . St.at:.stlcs from that time show that more

than séventy percent ( 70%) of the farms were less t.han five bhectares in

’

s:.ze (2 hectares .= 5 acres) * The Ukra:.man farmer had to keep
| “ o , subdlv:Ld.mg hls land among members of hJ.s famle which. gradually left

' each J.ndlv:Ldual w:.th too small, a. port.;on to produce anjy but the’

‘ ‘1‘ ' ‘ barest necessn:.es of J_Lfe. ‘E"ather_ Bas:"l‘, -an early irhmigr ‘, described

‘l

rhe hardshxpst B L

My father had seven. chlldren. He had five acres -
- of land. How was he going to divide "up that land .
* among his children? It was the hunger for land
and wood that ‘drove people to Canada. Wood was,
so scarce, people had to divide matches-into two
or even. four pleces before using them (Keywan,
1977 7-8). ) .

Rural overpopulation added to the hardships caused by the scarcity
of"‘-;laxid. . Wés't‘:érﬁ, Ukraine had long been kept underdeveloped —v;'vith no
major : industries able to " absorb the rapidly growing population’

- (Rubijovyc, 1984:819). J‘eovér};y forced péopié to become transient-and
' : N
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J

3

_lbokgtfor seasonal work in Hungary, ' Germany and France (Piniuta,
| 1978:\18):. The majority of peasants were destitute with no hope of
change. 'I‘,he dominating classes determined that the oppressive peasant
life would be rigidly maintained. Ukrainians had no effective majority in
any government body, thereforei' the laws were never in their favor.
S;:bpols were controlled by Poles and the lanquage of instruction was
Polish (Piniuta,”1978:14). Education beyond an  elementary level was
denied. In some vjllages, there were no schools at all (Keywan,
1977:7). According to. Myrna Kostash, "only' minimal schooling was
available to ;;easants andt because the peasamts 'had no schooh'_ﬁg, they
were always peasants generation after generation" (Kostash, 1977:67).

4

Ukrainians of Galicia and Bukovyna were considered Austrian

" subjects and were forced into military service for the Austro-—Hunéarian

empire: Their compulsory service was for three years from the age of
twénty—o;xe '(Keywan, ' 1977:7) . To 'esc'apé conscriptdon young men
approaching their eighteenth birthday emigrated to Canada, sometimes with-
their fami.ﬁes, but often alone. 'No t'aoy of eighteen could get a passport,

' so his plans to leave had to begin long before his eighteenth birthday..
’ Parents often falsified their children's documents in order to help them °

get ‘out. One early immigrant remembers his plight: ' “ *

2

- . - -
-
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.
» \ A
I came mainly to get away from' armies -and
wars. My older brother was .in the army. He
“ could see that war was, coming, so he told me to
get away, to go to Canada. I was _eighteen
" years old, but to get a passport I"had to le, to
say I was only seventeen. So I left for Canada
in the spring of 1913 (Keywan, 1977:8).

'I‘he “impoverlshed peasants were grateful when countries across the

pocean opened their doors to immigration. They kmew very little about

these new countries, but the situatjon in Ukraine was so bad that the

hardship of leaving ho}ne and frierdds to venture into the unknown seemed

a lesser-'hardship than staying behind. ., The kﬁowledge that there was a“

possibility of changing their lot, drew people to start fa_ new life

“\overseas,

4

EMIGRATION S

. "
. -~ . < ]

Emlgratlon began aﬁound 1870 The earliest groups went to South

:'Amen‘ca. ‘By_ 1879, Ukranm.ansf had bequn to estabhsh themselves in the

Unlted States (Skwariok, 1959:9). Movemerﬁ: to Canada began later, likely

by migraht Ukrainian workers who were i.n contact with Germans who

recelved ‘letters from- German relatlves aJ.read3,r settled there. It is -

d:fﬁc:ult to determme the exact number of Ulcramans who came\ before the

l

i FJ.rst World® War because they were reglstered under several natmnal:.t:.es

correspondmg to the subd.1v1ded Ukramian staﬁes and ‘the ' peasant's
passport, e.g. Galician, Bukovyman or Austrlan - The Ukramman who used

{:he old Ukra:.man term "Rusyn“ was . hgted as- Russ:.an Pin';um
wr::tes that between 100 000 and 200, 000 Ukrairuans arr:.ved before the



First iWOrld‘ War (Pi:xiut;a, 1978:9). '_M_arunchak‘ cites Départmént of
Immigration ‘data; that no 1less .than 17‘0,0~0a0 Galicians, Bukovyrnians
and uthenians entered Canadai,u not counting’ Ukrainians 'w/ho were
identified as Austrians, Rus\si.;ms, )Poles, Hunganansand even Rumanians
(Marunch;k\, ll970-.63). The ~exact/num’ber who entered ‘will probab}y

never be determined.

The first bkranmm immigrants weré mostly ‘peasants with little or’
no capital and no formal education. A survey of a Ukrainian rural
settlement in western Canada, conducted in 1917, revealed that . fifty
percent (50%) of the 832 families interviewed had no money at all upon
arrival in Canada and-another forty-two percent (42%) hado less than five
hundred dollars ($500) (Avery, 1975:56). Tfmey were poor and .
dispossessed. They had suffered political, social and cultural oppression

. ) »
and now were wanting to believe the promises of Canadian officials that

' the new land offered wealth and freedom. ~ From -1890 to.1896 groups of

Ukrainian im;nigrants‘ began to  arrive. - Frequently several men or
families arrived from the same vi.l.lage. 3 ‘

e ' no T > ' N
Thomas Daly, the . Minister of Interior :Ln the . ansv,grvat:itve
-administrations of John Thompson ana Mackenzie Bowell, ih 'ci:ulllaboration
with Dr. Osyp Oleiékiw, formplated a plan for the settlement of .
mcramz.ans in the pra.u‘les of. ‘Western Canada (Piniuta, 1978:20). Wi;fred
Laurier's beeral government continued the settlement policy. f;ﬂlowmg




o
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what they would find in Canada.

their election in ‘1896. Clifford Sifton/ Minister of. t.he Interior,
advertised the Canadian West rthroughout Furope (Piiniuta, 1978:20). He
published pamphlets in twenty languages which praised the soil of the
Canadian prairies and the magnificent . crops that could be ’grOWn there
(Woycenko, 196;7:12). The campaign promised 200 million acres of land
for new settlers insWestern Canada - 160 acres for each homesteader

(Keywan, 1977:12). The Ukrainian peasant could not begin to imagine a,

piece of land so big and so readily available.

!
$

Immigration agents receivea a com miséion for every immigrant {(five
dollars per family and two dollars for each member who went to éanada).
To increase their own income they spread fantastic stories about "the
promised land" throughout the Galician villages (Kubijovic, -1984:820).
Some stories stressed the economic conditions, others the political and
religious liberties, and others the freedom _from com;iulsorii mﬂit;iry
service. Some "bogus agents", men not comnected in any way with
shipping companies; simply pocketed whatever money t:.hey squeezed -out of

gullible peasants (Keywan, 1977:20). The agents used any.means at their

. disposal, honest or not, to influence people to emigrate. No one had a

clear idea of what awaited them and no one knew the econdmic, physical
and emotioPal costs invelved. For many, the image of Canada was too

often completely distorted, and. -many had their dreams cruelly shattered

. -~
IL - Al -

upon arrival.?2 s R

21n his article John C. Lehr (1983), "Propaganda and .Belief: Ukrainian
Emigrant Views of the. Canadian West" (Lehr, 1983) goes into greater
detail of why many Ukrainian settlers held so many erroneous 1mages of

i
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THE PLAN FOR SETTLEMENT OF WESTERN CANADA

JCanada's' "open door" iinmig‘i:ati.on poiicy had a speciﬁc dbjecﬁve.
Canadian industrialists and the ‘government had ambitious plans to build a
country from ooastg to coast that "would be indephendent frc..)m the quickly
expanding Un;ted States of America and American business. The Canadian
establ._ishment wanted to 'p;:oﬁ.t from the rich natural resources of the land
West.of Ontario‘; the minerals, lumber and farmland. Theyﬂneeded a
pOpulat;ion l\oast? throughout the vast empty stretches of the Canadian
interior who would develop these resources cheaply and wimo would be in
the’ mar};et to buy back finished n goods from these same Canadian

manufacturers and merchants., - - /

R /
Settlers were needed to fill the millions of acres of prairie land

that lay uantouched and unpopulated. - Ukrainians were targett:ed for the

- settlement. The re,asons can be assumed” erQ the fo]lowmg woxds of

chﬁfordsmoﬁ’ ' S

P

I think a stalWart peasant -in a sheepskm coat,

- bc)m on the soil, whose forefathers have been
farmers for ten generauons, ‘with a stout wife- .

and a half-dozen children is good quality...

* These men are workers. They- have - been bred
o ‘'for generations to work from daylight to dark.

They 'have never done anything else and they A
never expect to do anyth.mg else (Kostash, - .
- 1977:17). I



/

Government gﬁt‘icials assumed that those who farmed in the “0ld Werd

would automatically fairm in Canada The endurance Ukrainians had, shown

in Europe and the.ir J,ncredlble will to survive under mtOlerable hvmg

\céndltx.ons was precrsélyﬂ what the government expected to profit ﬁrom on

the homesteads out we§[t.

-

§ . - ;

" Ukrainians selectbd their homesteads in order ?".o stay close Eé one
another. The 1mportaxgce they placed upon bemg together mf.luenced many
'to make  the error of settlmg on worthless 1and 4 Others, rememberlng
the shortage of wood back in Ukraine, chose bush land to supply .wood for

building and fuel '(Piniuta, 1978:21). Government officials tried to

‘persuade the immigrants to go to the open praities where far less land .

clearing had to be dane. However, mistrustful of government officials

" back home, and already deceived about life in Canada, Ukrainians made -

their own decisions. ‘Whatever the reasons, none were prepared for what

awaited them. . ‘ j :
N f .

B . ' . ' ’

.=

{

The 1mmlgrant' 'farst worry was shelter. Often they s;mely dug

~hc:les in the ground or put together rude huts from the trees and branches

&/

untll_tl'_‘:ey\ could ‘build their first homes. Determmed to succeed, the)
‘ settlers laboured un'remlttmgly bcrl:h on the:.r hoxnesteads ahd at any other

- -

G ™
.
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l avallable jobs. The dlfflClﬂ.tleS of adaf:tmg to the Canadlan env:;ronment ) '
oo and of securmq enough money to surv1ve forced many to seek temporary
! ’ employment in m:xm.ng( harvestmg lumbermg and ra:lroad construch.on
-~ . - N N i R ——
. (Avefy, 1977:16) . o ‘ ; P,
I S © “Jobn A. MacDonald's Nat:Lonal Pohcy was to bu.\ld his ra:.lway and to
construct the natronal dreanm, Ra:.lway compam.es needed workers, cheap o
l v workers-- _‘ . .»ﬂ‘ SO ‘ S " ~ '\ .
A ‘ . The building of these lines requ:.red a pool of : MR
N . heap labour, prepared to endutre the deplorable - ah :
‘ ~ conditions of construction life.™ Not' -surprising-.k - teL ,
, ly, the railway companies favoured the employ- ' .
1" ment of. European settlers in - railyay. construc- A :
[ tion especially since Ukrainians and other groups . - : ‘
3 _had proven themselves to be "obedient ' and , c
industrious" because of the.Lr poverty ( Avery, e
- 1975:56) . .. ) o
{ CKNADIAN ESTABLISHMENT REJECT UKRAINIAN SETTLERS y ’.' .
! B Tm government gamed from the settler s work Q.owever, the T
! g establtshed Canadlan populatlon dJ:d not pari:.cularly want gxese new o
” o forelgners. Newspaper arttcles voxced the pubhc&'s animosity. Thé o
w _\J ; NN 5
S Wi.nm.peg Da_ﬂ.y Nor-Wester, m September 1897, mcluded these prejudlmal
o statements :Ln ltS edltor:.al PR ‘ o . Co
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‘ spend ‘their energles cultlvatmg.'

_ The dumpmg down‘of these ﬁ.lthy, penmless and . -
~ - ignorant fore;gners into progressive and intelli- .
.~ 'geht, communities is a serious hardship to such.a =~ -
commumty. These mople.. . bring . -with them - .
< ' disease in almost every’ consignment. .. and their .
; dJ.rty habits render the stamping out of infection .. =~ ...
among them a very difficult matter... It canot - ., . *
be' too emphatlcally repeated that the people of - ~ « -7
. Manitoba want no " such - "settlers" as these . - ..
'"Gahcnans" (Keywan, 1977 3. . ‘ ‘ ot

Brlt‘LSh Canadlans feared the dilution and contammatLon of evex;yth:mg

they consxdered typically Canadian. _They couid not see how the "ﬁlthy“

people arnvmg in theJ.r immigration halls “in odd natlve dress would
possibly fill the void of the great West. -Ukrainians were looked upon as'

the.‘ least promising for\ haﬁon—building. "What was totally ignored- was'

that these new farmers had travelled thousands of m:.les in tha.rd—classw

t . ) N ’
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. They strongly suggested that the future of the country was m Jeopardy
a because of the ‘kind of people setthng the . West. }S‘rank O].'Lver, the

Lt

- Bonourable Member for Edmonton stated in 1902,~ 1t:Ls neceesary ‘that
’ settlement should be, as much as: poss:,ble, of people not only much hke
'ourselves, not only . m .ideas of ca.v:,hzanon but 'also in pohta.cal
tradltions- 1n other words that we shc&uld draw upon the Bntish Jslands

'as much as'is poss:.ble for the weStern countr:y" (Popowlch 1971 20 21), ~

‘Protests continued in. the press ahd from Members of Parh.ament .

‘accomodat:.ons to e land they didn't know much about, but were ready to

A J

Py
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< - - 'domehow survived, and were coming out of their. L

.~ v

Pohucal leaders faJ.led to reahze that not a.l.l settlers would be ready to
face the hardshlps of setthng in Western Canada-' Eastern Eurooean

s

im mlgrat;.on to the Pr‘airies was occurrmg as a consequence of the fallure ‘

1978 77) The - Eastern Europeans came from countr;Les where infenor

[y

land had been cult:.Vated for centuries, and many were "wﬂlmg to make e

any sacr:.flce in order to obtam land for themselves and the:.r chﬂdren“

(Avery, 1977: 16) An eyew1tness account by a Mr. Chnstopherson, Chlef

of: C. P R coloru,zauon J.n Montreal, descrz.bes the condltlons of settlement\ -

~
s
N t ) - ~

- life near Yorkton, saskatchewan' T,

* ' ¥

.
) .
. . ) )
. ~
"t‘ ’

v Each family was brought to the:.r land. grant on’ a.
d.rlzzly,, cold, late autumn day and left amidst S
“thick poplar bush, without shelter of any kind. - - ' .
We Anglo-Saxons in Yorkton tock littleimterest -.°  ~ -. " .
in those strange people; - in fact we forget 'all =~ ... -~ '
about them, but after that .extremely cold and .-° . .-

o "

) ' long winter we were amdzed to see that they had ae

- ‘dugouts to begm choppmg down the trees for log Lot
o cabins and to £lear the land (Ukrainian Golden .
L .Age Club "Tryzub" of Montreal, 1979:33=34). o

<

o Immlgratron offlm.als knew that Bnthh settlers, the very people

o

{
of French Canadians and Anglp-Celts to seu:le there , (Petryshyn,j.

some po}:.twlans wanted, would be ‘unable to bear the dJ.fﬁcultLes of“

o
K3

. ploneer hfe. -AS’ early as 1899, W. T R. bPreston, Inspector of Agencles ‘

m\ Europe, mcluded th:s significant statement in h:Ls yearly report to the

Canadmn mgh Commlssn.oner in: London' .

y ot

s
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t‘ar&sm.p
fhen.r cthdren

) t ' o ’ ﬁ N oo , .
¢ 'possible to get a formal education in this new country. -

therefore m Canada he wanted to take advantage of the ava.l.labﬂ;ty of

schools.’

.

-\,

.

fas

Therefore r

Educat;\.on in. the homeland had been denied t6 the: Ukraln:tan peasant,

" Ukra:mlans contmued to arrlve and build the west,

'ctiildrent if their children 7learned English.

N

&
»

Bu‘E‘ one, has only to be thrown into pontact wa.th
these pecple here to be assured that they are not
likely to leave their positions' of . ease and
comfort upon English farms, and assume_cheer-
fully the alleged responsibilities attached to :
pioneer life in a mew' country... the project to
induce them to emigrate to "Manitoba and the .
- Northwest: might, inh my humble opinion,. be ..
- abandoned (Popowich,-1971:21) .o

‘aespite " the s strong prejudice

The peasants, however, wanted’ condJnons to be dJ.fferent for

~ 1

- \ ‘

e

[}

-

problem~ in educatn.on.‘\ Schools and teachers were reqm..red “for t:housands
Qf Ukra.uuan ch:ldren who knew no Enghsh
populated by Ukralmans,

The arrival. of the new UkraJman sett.lers to’ Canada created a

’\

-

{‘ g ’ {, ‘ o
- ‘ ' N ( ‘ " L J r’J
EDUCATION FOR UKRAINIANS IN'WESTERN CANADA . ' =7 %
. . . s o . ; ' ’ '
r

N °

there were -No- schoolhouses at au

of * British.

‘Cane_idiaxis:,

W e
Py
ot

even xinder severe

physu‘:al work bm: they did not want the same for the next generatlon.
-The ploneers vere quick to‘ realize the qpportqmt;es _available to their

They..also realized it was

' $

v

Recoras

< -
. N
§
.
id
fe
2

The ﬁ.rst generatxon may have had to accept strenuous

L

Knd in most of the'’ areas”/
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show that demands by Ukrainians to prov:,de an educatxon for thelr

chn.ldren began be:fore the’ end of the m.neteenth century.
Speers . wrcte about the colony of Ukraamans settled northeast of

. saltcoats, in today's province of Saskdtchewan:

\

- -

2 . There is. no pubhc .school . of any kind in t;his

colony, although there are about 125 children of

The pr'edomi'.nantly rural environmemt slowed the pace of lanéuage O

Recogm.zmg the d:.sadvam:age in not knowmg the 1anguage,

-im mlgrants

hanchcapped

- % school age.

.t establishment of English-speaking schools must. be
- apparent, as this seemg to be the universal wish
v . of the
established ( Popowich, 1971:23).

' acquisitaion. :
Ehglj.sh words.

pnonty, th.Ch was ferely to settle uninhabited areas.

Therefore, the necessity. ,of the

- Galiciari 'Colonies - that have - been

The ' 1mmlgrants learned to get by with a limited number of

resolved that their chJIdren would not be

\

v

Beyond this, language acqm.s:.tmn was not. facﬂ.:.tated
most of ﬂme

| smﬂarly

-Bit their resolve came mto conEL'Lct w:Lth the gove;:nment'

did little to organize schools _apart from. det'mmg school dlstncts

Cthdren were grownng up w1th no formal education and those who had

emlgrated as’ 10 year olds were in the worst position.

school was opened in the:.r sett_lementi,

.. years old when we came to Canada That was 1902
in the dJ.strlct um:_l 1912, So I never went,
and work" on the ra.:lroad" (Keywan, 1977 122) Ty

~d-

many were in their i:eéns,

Ay

therefore old enough to work on the homestead or elsewhere° "I was elght—
There 'was no school

AtsxxteenLhadtogoout

In 1899, C.W. ‘

\

The gover‘nment

By the tuqe,a \‘

-

. -
1 .



: satisfy the - spiritual . :relig}iou‘s . Vaid which - -Ukrainians were

"forthe Latm the was ‘slow ‘to dxe ,\ SN

o

e Educat:.On developed at a very slow pace because working ‘ on the

farm confhcted with building. schools and ﬁ.ndmg teachers. 'Survival took .

precedence. Y The sole . except:.ons were children of immigrants home-.

. steadmg in regions already well. populated by earher non- Ukra.mian

eettlers. Here, =chools already existed and some Ukrwuan chiildren’ did

attend.'
(] .
N A 8 . N b *
! . ot ) - - . R M -
L . . b -
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‘ brganizéd educait:ipn for ainians began as a partial solution. to

experienci.né\. The French betholic: clergy could not understand why .’

AN

q" Ukrainian people, who claimed to be of the Catholic faith, refused to

have anytmng to do with the Western Canadian Catholics. They were
unaware of the sn:uatl.on b_zck in Ukraine, where Ukraihians conmdered the
Letm Rite as .sync‘mymous with "oppressor.'t Any Ukra:man th became a" :
Catholic of the’ Latin Rite was labelled " Latynnyk "‘. which name, S0, far
as Ukramlans were concemed, might just as we]_l have been natxonal

enemy_!"' (Popow:Lch, 1971-25)‘ : The Eastern—RJ.te pracnced by . the
Ukrainians: d;.ﬁferentnated them from thelr _Polish rulers -who, t-hrough the

years, had trled to dest.roy Ukralman natxonal consclousness by forcmg

the Latm the upon them. Ukrauu.ans had for cenmnes attempted to

prese*ve theJ.r 1dent:.ty thrOugh re.hg:.ous au'oonomy and so their arumpsuty
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‘ ﬁhelr rite Jf ttu.s was the only way to he]p Ukralm.ans

The following excerpt from am article' submitted by a. Canadian
ploneer to Svoboda, a Ukrainian newspaper ‘pubiished in the U.S., reveals

the Ukrainians' suspicions :

— f )

. The French Cathohcs have already extended the:.r .

' paws and are quite convinced that we will soon :
be within their grasp., As you can see, fellow -
Ukra.uuans, these are people who are preparmg T )
to destroy us. Slowly we are being led into the. ‘ -
Latin rite; systematically we will be forced to . - .
adopt the Polish tongue until finally 'we - will be
Latynnyky-rosary mumblers, and scapular

wearers (Popowich, 1971: 26) L ' o

For a time, Archblshop Langevm J.n Mam.toba beLL'Leved that the Latm

. the pr:.est.s could handle the sﬁ:uahon. Reverend A. Lacombe o.M I.,
- strongly dlsagreed in a letter to the Archblshop‘ "Né,\\o\,' never will we

be’ able to ret:am these good people within the Catholic 'éhurch by

endeavouring to do so through the Latin Rite" (P0p0w1ch, 1971: 26) The
4

pnests wanted to f:md other prlests from mterested rehg:.ous

‘congf’egah.ons who would learn .the Ukralm.an language and- even change

~

- T

'I:he effort to ﬁll the educatx.onal vmd in the new oommunitn.es Was

. 1 lauﬁched by the French Canad:.an hlerarchy :m {'he west: and by vanOus
" . English Prctestant churches. These churches set up m:.ss:._ons in the popr

"Gahcn.an ssefttlements" (Skvirarok,' 19519~24§‘ Keywan, 1977:123). They .

. Operated pnvate schools in which a lz.m1ted ‘number of children boarded' -
"and recew‘ed mstruc!ion. stl, atd;endance was J.rregular because most. of B

a0
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‘;the children appeared only if they were not needed at home. The parents
worried about the unilingual English-speaking teachers who arrived in the
Ukrainian districts to teach only English. The settlers regarded these

~ teachers as instruments of the government's assimilation plans, Speerés;
comments show their feelings were justified:

. :
o The people are very anxious to learn our
. language and ways and this is particularly the
case with the Galicians who have even "adopted .
Canadian dress and discarded their traditional -
costumes. They will soon become absorbed in o
our Canadian nationality (Keywan, 1977:126). -

Accordihg to Zonia Keywan, the view of many provincial educational
authorities, and "most: of the Anglo-Canadian public, was that schools in
immiggant colonies should serve ,as vehicles for speedy assimilation
' (Reywan, 1977:127).

In Saskatchewan, School InSpector Anderéon urged that 1mm1grant

P N e

ch:ldren be taught by "good strong .types of Canadian manhooa and

.'4 womanhood who would mould theixr’ young cha:ges to fit Canadxan h.fe and
iééais" (KeyWan, 1977 127) Ukralmans were .quick to notloe ‘'which way
‘the educatlon system was headed; for n]d £r1.ghtful memcgrnes were being;
surred up of the Poles and Russmis back home whé. had ruled over them '

-+ and who had had s:.mﬂar notions " of mak:fng them- fit the system. ‘

- A LAY

o~



Education in Manitoba. In, Manitoba the fears of some Ukrainians were .

part:ially appeased by the s1g'n:mg of the Mam.toba School Act in 1897, also <
i
known as Laur:.er—-Greenway Agreement. It stated:

-~

When ten .of the pupils speak the French '
language, or any other language than English as
their native language, the teaching for such
pupils shall be conducted in French or such ‘
langquage, and English upon the \:ﬂmgual systen
(Marunchak, 1970:117). ,

Ukrainians in Manitgba supported the hilingual school system.. The i
first Ukrainian school district, Galicia, was ‘formed in 1899 (Lupul, ;
1982:216). Ukrainian pakents wanted their ch:.ldren to know English and 4
‘Ukrainian and to keep theirt own culture and re]_lglon. A request was
made to train teachers to satisfy the demands of the parents. Only four . -

Ukrainian teachers had landed in Canada with the tettlers before 1900‘

( Marunchak, 1970 115). Obv10u§ly, more were needed. ' R

* _Other national groups supported a bilingual school syst&m for
Ukrainians. In Winnipe;; a separate c\ommittee,, the Galician Educadén*f»
Committee, \was formed. It was composed of non-Ukrainians and mduégd

manyl distinguished cﬁ:izens such as Ven. Archdeacon Fortin and J.F

14"

Fowler,  Chairman of the Winnipeg School Board (Marunchak, 1970:116).-

' 1 - - Y -
- 29 - h N h * '\ i - “-
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© ' This ~ Committée supported the démand for hilingual teachers for the
| "Ga]ic:ian schools", demanded subsidies from the provincnal and federal
governments for these schools and stressed the necess:.ty’@ of teflching
children not only the official language of the country,.but their own
language as well (Marunchak, 1970:116).

In 1903 John Baderski was -appointed organizer and inspectot of
Ukrainiah and Polish hilingual schools (Lupul, 1982:216). Baderski

noticed that attendance improved under teachers who spoke Ukrainian, and

recommended, "a special preparatory school /;_f_f,gr bilingual

(Gélician—Engl;sh) teachers", all the more iw as the ‘"isolated
situation” of school districts. made if.-difficult -to obtain qualified
teachers (Lupul, 1982:217). As a result, Manitoba opened a _special

Y

schopol to train- bJLngual teachers on February 16, 1905” in w;:nmpeg It

oo became ofﬂc::.ally knowh as the "Rutheman Training School" (Marunchak,

1y

.1970:117). "In 1907, thHe 'school was transferred to Brandon, Manitoba,

. whe;e it functioned umtil 1916, wi‘:en the bilingual system in the province
Wgs‘abolished (Woycenko, 1968:‘89; Marunchak, 1970:148). The steady
supply of Ba'.lingual teachers from the-Training School encouraged districts
without schools to erect bun.ldmgs and begin bilingual educatxon .In
Manitoba, by 1905, theére were lll d:.st:ncts operatmg b:lmggal schools
~and employing 114 teachers with an enrolment of 6,513 pupils {Skwarok,
- 195'9«:5‘3);, By January 1911, t;r;e first official demand to introduce

teaching in the' Ukrainian language in Winnipeg's public schools was

AR
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afternoon {Marunchak, 1970:115),

recorded (Kovacs; 1978:111). In 1913 the government published the first
Ukreinian-English reader with an English text on one page and Jtiheb ’
Ukrainian translation on the other (Skwarok, 1859:106). For the +time .
beinfg the school problems in Manitoba seemed resél{red.

o

Education in Alberta and Saskatchewan: A different situation existed in

what was later to become Saskatchewan and Alberta. Regulations in all

LX)

three western provinces permitted a certain amount of bilingual or

foreigr. language instruction. Manitoba ' permitted full-scale - bilingual

"education in any language and English, and Ukrainian was often the

language of instruction. 1In Alberta and Sask&tchewan, the teaching of

_ Ukrainian was permitted .’in.c]assrdom’s_ between 3:00 and 4:00 in +the

s

&

-+ Some attempts were also made to edu@:—;te';the immigrant ‘outside of

the form/al\ school system. , A ’z;rench Oblate"'i'*éi:her from' St Joachim's

parish; in Edmonton, Father. Jean, had come mto contact —w:x.th young'
Ukrainian girls, numbering around three hundreq, who had -arrived in
Canada with no families (Pop0wach, 1971: 32)4 It took 'gre;at courage for

°

R H
'an unmarrled woman from Ukrame pu'e] come to Canada alone. _However,

_ Some Smgle women had been inspired by the, advert:.sements or stor:.es

mrculaung around the _villages and yearned for a change 'in then: hves.

-
'

3

" They usually ‘had: even less educatm.on and money than the men. I.n .

PR
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Canada, the law did not allow a woman to'claim a homestead of her own.

Therefore, 'she had no skills other than housekeeping to trade for wagesﬂk

in a Canadian dity. " Father Jean feared the girls he' met in. Edmontoh
" would ‘be easily exploited. He recruited the teaching assistance of

. S:Ls’aers from the T:)ehglous Congregatmn of the Falthful Companions of

Jesus, and in February . 1901, organlzed a night schopl, where three .

&

evenings a week, these girls attended classes in Enghsh, re_hglon and
handlcrafts (Popomch, 1971:32).

In 1903, Archbishop Langevin arranged for the first Ukrainian

. Basilian missignaries and four teaching Sisters to come to Canada and

 settle in Edmonton (Skwarok, 1959:24). They toock over the existing .

Ukrainian -Girls' Night School organized in 1901 by the Oblate Fathers.
During the next eight mc:nths, _the Ukrainian teaching Sisters spent most
of their tlme in acquiring the English language under the supervmsion of
the Falthful Companlons of Jesus (Skwarok, 1959.26) and teachmg young

Gahclan working girls catechism and prayers, in thel.r 1anguage ;

[

(Popow.Lch, 1971 41).

By the end of 1902, Bishop Legal began plans for two schools in

opposﬁ:e parts . of E@monton to accomodate all Ukraiman ,Children. The

. schools would be conducted by the, Sister Servants once 'they learned .-

-

'Eng]isi: and acquired the necessary pedagogical training.

L
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In 19b3, one of the four Sisters died,” and in July, a decision was

1

taken to move the three rema:x.m.ng Slsters to Beaver Lake, Alberta. The

dec:smn did not follow the - plans Bishop Legal had envmloned for the

—'Edmorrton community. Reasons for the move are not clearly given. One

, possible expianation is | that the Basilians owned a; homestead and had -«

begun construction of a log ;ahw‘n to serve' as a convent for the Sisters.
. An unfinished log cabin greeted the Sisters and in order to surv';ve,‘ﬂ)ey
had to do the heavy physicel— labour of all early pioneers. There was

little time to study English or set up a school. But by 1904, a small

.
)
- . v

_c_:_hgpel began to serve as a classroom for Ukrainian chJ.ldren It was a

o

‘daaly school serving the locality and outlymg districts, and soon sixty

—

children were attending (Skwarok, 1959:28). ' Only cramped quarters

prevented the school from acceptmg more children.

The major;rty of parents J.n Alberta expected the same privileges

wa.thm the.u' pubhc schools as existed :m Ma:utoba = However, the %

'goverrlment of Alberta firmly refused the 1.dea of bJ.lingual schools. For

!

[‘ k La _long - tlme, the Ukra:man publi¢ struggled w1th Alberta's Department of
Education for bJ.]:mguaI? schools and - teachers m those settlements where

! the chl_ldren‘ of Ukrainian parentage ~const1tuted a majonty (Marunchek,
1970:142). 1In the years 1909 and 1910, Peter Svarich of V‘egrevi]ie‘,

[' ! travelled aboutt: or’ganizing‘ school districts on bis own init:iat:i:ve and"

K - -without” official approyal (Piniuta, 1978: 123) By 1912, 50 Ukrainian- ’

? . .
N ) school dlstrlcts had been orgam.zed in. A]berta, and by 1915, there were

L S 130 (Skwarok, 1959:53) . ‘ S
: ! - \ \ x . --II . -
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Cohst;ructmg ‘Schools - proved to. be easyer than s\xpplymg teachers. "

- At that trme, it ‘was chf&cult just to f.md Anglo-Saxon teachers..- Dunng'

[.:egu.lar school hours,

/f

o

the teachers who were ava:.lable used both the’

English and UkraJ.m.an languages for instyuction. Accordn.ng to the Alberta

Pubhc Schools Act, Ukra:man was permitted only . after the off:.c:tal schaol

hours (Piniuta, 19 78:

124) When ' brought to tHe school mspectors'

attention, thesée teacher% were reprlmanded but many faJled to comply.

3

PROVINCIAL PARTY POLITICS AND BILINGUAL EDUCATION !

.

In Alberta: The strugg{le for bJ.h.ngual schools in A]berta became closely ,

hnked wrcp proVJ.nc:ual party politics. of 1913. In opposn:ron .to the'

ominated indepéndent

‘ N
hd 4
>

-

IS ¢ @

Liberal governmer}@:'s restrlctlons on. the teachmg of Ukramlan, Ukramlans

candldates “in . f:L've electoral rld.mgs (P;Ln:mta ’

1 }8: 124). The Liberal party. EStabhshment, tradlt:l,ona]ly supported by

ainian voters, was

1

wa pléced squarel'iﬁ on

’

‘Vegre\}i]le\Observer on September 10, 1913, dJ.d :Lts part- to blame

N . ?
. ' “ PR
A i -

pl - ) a o

resentful of thJs show of mdependence. ~ The blame
the shoulders of the provn.nce s b1,11ngual tyeachers. '
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...In all these disturbances 'the Ruthenian . .
teachers were taking.the lead...- The Ruthenian .

T teachers ' have only one. .idea, and that is to

instruct the ch:ldren and parents that as they
were persecuted in Galicia by Polacks, in Russia
- « by Rusblans, so they are persecuted in Canada
,- by "English fanatics... We .all saw_  teachers
' Czumer, Sytik, Bozik, Mykytiuk, etc... on the
platforms at Vegreville and Mundare talkmg to -
people and telhng ~them that the rvle ‘of the . -
do 'English~ cowboys 1is finished; we are now in
: ..charge, we are a nation able to govern our own
matters etc... (Keywan, 1977:128-129). ’

f

-

Amidst all the oontrmIersy_ only one ca;ldid:;tte,. Aridrew Shandro, a
Russophile, was elected (Piniuta, 1978:124). John Boyle from the
'Ukrainian dastnct of Smokey Lake was appomted Mzmster of Educatl.on.
Acoordlng to electoral law Boyle had to be reélected in his own na.mg to

reta:m hls cabinet post. The Conservat;:.ves put the pressure on to defeat

Boyle and he turned to Peter Svar:l.ch .for help. Ta]o:ng\ advantage -of - this -
situation, Svarich put certain demands on Boyle if he' wanted his aid and.

if Boyle should win. Svaﬂoﬁ‘,' an mﬂuentlal member of the Ukra.uuan
commumty, convmced the voters to - back Boyle In , return Boyle
prom:\sea to translate the School Act: mto the Ukraihian language “and open
‘a teacher-trammg school, where graduates of .the old country gymnasn.a
could complete high school and normal-school courses J.h three or four

years and become qualified teachers (an:ta, 1978:126). '_ -

-
»
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; T, Boyle\ won the electlon. ! Soon aft:erwards . - t¥e .. Department - of
B > "‘ .

‘ Educam.on opened the "Enghsh School for Forelgnefs" :m IIVegreviJle’

(Marunchak, 1970:142) but the tra_mmg was not adequate to* wgua.lify

A graduates to teach even in Ukrainian settlements {Lupul, 1982: 223) In
addltlon, w1thJ.n a month after the electnon, Boyle pumshed the teéachers

fOr their.’ separat:st acnvn:x.es by reVok:_ng the:.r temporary ;eachmg

-

permlts (Keywan, 1977 129) Strictly speak:mg, Boyle was. w:.thm his
3 rlght, for - none of the perm:Lt holders had attended normai school in

~ . o . .
Alberta (Lupul, - 1982 229) o \’ S . :

5 . p . . .

-
B - i - Ay

' ' - . The ka:alnlans support for Boyle had backflred "I‘he government

-~

enacted an amendmerrt to the . "School Ordmance" wh:.ch was adopt:ed at a

-

‘session of the Leglslatur%m October 1913

:

It reads : ' oo

R TN ° v
- 4 - -
.. - . Bny person not so qualified {namely;. hawing a“
; valid certificate of qualification issued under the’ - h
' .. regulationg of the Department) shal. .not be -
b . -’ entitled to recover 'in any court. of law, any -
. remuneration,. 'for his services as Such_ teacher. r

" Any person other than the holder of such .
cemﬁcates of qualificaton who undertakes to
conduct a ‘school as teacher shall be quilty of an _
offense, and, S on summary convmt:i.on”h.able to ..
penalty not exceeding Fifty- ‘dollars, and'in =
' . - default to 1mpr1sonment for a term not exceeding -

A ~ one month. S AT N
: ; N Prov1ded, howeVer, that no persecution "shall be -
- «  ihstituted under this section except.qn the orders L
e of the mmste;: (Marur’xchak, 1970 143) ’ ' _
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Enghsh-speainng teachers

’

ALt
A 3

Ukramran teachers lost their permits to teach and were replaced by
"Antagonisms” mounted due to the unexpla:.ned .

J.eglslauon. Ukra:.m.ans : would not accept that the same dismlssed

teachers were ‘recognized as quaJ_:.ﬁed in “'Manitoba but not in Alberta

leferent forms of protest erupted

A Ukrainian teacher w1th Manitoba

qredentLals (Vasyl Czumer) was replaced in the Bukovyna School Dlstr:l.ct

by an Enghsh-speamng teacher “(Armstrong).

Ukrainians built another

schooi' across ‘the road and cemtinued to send -their children to the

Ukrainian- teacher.

~The qualified English teacher sat\in an empty 'school

on salary from month to month, thJ.e the people ﬁnanced the Ukram:a.n .

teacher

(Skwarok, 1959:97).: Thns outraged . Boyle and has supporters.

He appealed to the public and threatened toy use the Truancy Act (Lupul,‘

1982:232).

4

to send their ch.ﬂdre.n to school.

’

—

In- Mamtoba the Gahc:ans were alléwed to get -

control of their schools with the result.’ that
children are growing up in the provmce unable to

sound English ‘education in the public schools of

. " this provmce" (Keywan, 1977 129). . b

-

v -
*. N ,\ T
L3

Stronger measures followed Ukra:mans fought back

The Edmonton BuJ.'Letm qmckl‘y jum;,,ped to support Boer

&

'speak- a ‘.word of English. - Mr. Boyle . .
emphatically declared that no such state of’ .
affairs would be permitted in Alberta. "This is
an English-speaking province" said' Boyle,.'"and -
-every Alberta.boy-  and girl should .receive a

ey refused .’

There were even incndenl:es of 'teachers

beaten by a group of masked women and drlven from the school (Skwarok,

1959 98 ).

Ac%or&ng to Lupul, "...on January 4, Armstrong was “set



‘upon in- his teacherage“ b& several women. Redognizing one of them,

. <
s~ . ¢ o

. ~Armstrong sued for assault and Mary Karpltsky was fined $200 and, w1th

Ty

_ had a chance to become effective. : W .

' second World War -(Lupul, 1982:233-234). ., BN

© “(Rostash, 1977:35).. .

her nghteen-month child, spent two months at the women's jan.l m
Macleo’d" (Lupul, 1982:233). « Ukrainians had hoped that by making an

issue of the problem, they might eventuallyl win, However, m each

case, the school law was upheld, and the schpol districts began to change‘ 3

' to take the form required by the government. _In 'this way, bmngual

AN

N -
4 RS

The conclus:.on m the school struggle in Alberta 1s mcromprehen-

: s:.ble. On May 16, ‘,1916, vthe government, in an Order-m-Counml re-

- education for Ukrainian children in Alberta was defeated before it ever

introduced the 1903 1anguage regulatLons. The Alterta Gazette did not

carry the execut:.ve s leg:.slatlon and lt went unnob.ced Ukrainians were
theoreft:Lcally provuded w:.th the oppoermty to study in mcraaman in the
pubhc schools but because they were never mformed of the change in the
statutes, *,they did not’ take advarxtage “of (the new law until after the

- g ' -
) B =

LY

A w‘ritéié”for\ the Calgary Herald. wrote that’ he feared the Ruthenian

mass of human ignorance, filth and J.mmorahty would glve the rest of
Canada a bad name: "Like a hotel’ or other pubhc place, a country is
guaged and sized up according to the class of people who frequent it"

~

L]
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Brltls‘h Canadlans

worriea that these immigranﬁs would never

assxm:laté, and thu.sf vy .would drag down the culmral level of the whole

7

afea

cOmments 1:\.ke these were at f:..rst ‘ignored,

and undermme Anglo-Saxon' nlstmrt:l.one"

(Palme&ﬁ 1972 73)

but the Anglo—Canadlan

estabhshment was :Ln a posn:lon to mst:.m’aonallze its blases.‘ The Fn.rst

’

World War began and the Anglo-CanadJ.a.ns began to look upon- Ukraimans

whé were ﬁo;:mally under pherAgstrlan Empire, as enemies.

bW
Tt f . v ’ «

/
’ ) ! a4

%

M'anito&:‘ : The balmgual schools aga:x.n became linked with prov:.nc1al

party pOllths,

but this the in Mam.toba Strained relatlons were

surfamng I_n the year 1914 the Provincial L:.berals were searchmg fon

‘way, mto power.

b::.l.mgual school system. X .

In the election-pla

:
\ .- -

[

Parl:y propaganda «of T.C. Norrls sought to abohsh the

rm, outhned in the 136-page leeral handbook

-the Party attacked the b:J.mgual schOols by, a]leging that the English

; language was poorly understbod and md:ﬂerently spdken :m these schoo]s. '

Itsald: . ' ’ ,' .

. In the French, PclLsh and Ruthenian “settlements

' ¥~ of - Manitoba the English language is but poorly . .
- _Junderstood ‘and | indifferently

spoken by the
children and by a considerable number of the
adult population. _The Liberals contend that this .
cond:.uon represents hot ‘only a- wrong inflicted
'upon these ch:ldren 1nd1v:.dua]ly ' but a prejuaz.ce

, P AN - e .
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. .7 to,, the entire province and to the’ entire :
’ - - Dominion: For "this condition of things means S ~ -
that the French children. and the Polish 'and - .~ - .
_ /Ruthenian children are being unprepared not only
S g ’ . to make their own way of life, but unprepared
- . also for responsibilities of Canadian citizenship
" and the, burdens of° Canadian ndtionality .
R "(marunehak, ,19701145). L o

o . ) .
- - - . N N . t ~ L
A o ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘,

-

. "' An odd aspect of statements like these was that the accusauons were
' 3 ) tbtany mconsnstent w&}b: had been asserted on the part of the

)

. government to that tmtf - RObert Fletcher, Mamtoba's Deputy Mlmster of

) ’ Educatlon, stated clearly m his: report ‘for- 1912-1913

e
RaUY ' - “

i

- k3 57 ~ "
5 B 3 B . - .

. Every effort is bemg made to maintain the etatus ) /.
of the English -language -in all schools. The 7+ . i ,\

e
~*

- +  Department has no doubt that this purpdse is '
— . being achieved. . There are, as‘everybody knows, ,
a5 certain ’ dJ.ﬁElcultLes in the way, but these*

e 0 difficulties are being steadle overcome,. and the N
.. T " - progress, made in this J.mportant feature of public’

N -instructHon is encourag:.ng and -satisfactory

Cos < ' - (Marunchak, 1970:146). « Vo :

e
-x

—-‘:‘? - In the same report Fletcher made St'l.ll another 1mportant obsexvatw.on
regardmg bilingual teachers- "They are not’ only able ’oo glve e&l.cxerrt
0 : ct:.on Ain two ]anguages but to inculcate’ the true spu:lt of Canadian

°

patnot:x.sm" (Marunchak, 1970 146)

b



Prdvincial electons *in 1914 and 1915 .$rought the Liberals under

"T.C. Norris to power, and the new Mlm.ster of Education, R S. 'i‘horrrton,

"a chttlsh phys:Lc;Lan, immediately requested the Supermtenderrt of Schools, ’, B
' C.K. Newcombe, to prepare: a’ special ‘report on- the b].h.ngual schooi
éxati’on { Lupul, 1982_-218)‘ Although the Ssituation was not perfec-t, 1

+ Newcombe did not find it serious enough to recommend the abohtxon of the -

‘bilingual system (Lupul, 1982:219). However, therd were- many people

within Manitoba who expected drastic changes. . , S

The Winnipeg Free éress, which supperted ‘the ILiberals and their

®

‘point of view, came out in 1915 with over 60 editorials and articles

against the bﬂ;.ngual school system. The Winnipeg' Telegram alone

defended thé bLl.mgual schools ( Marunchak, 1970 146). The leerals were

\

aga:.nst t'he French Canadlans Germans, Mennomtes, Ukra:mans, Poles,
and all those ethm.c groups who made use of bilmgual schools (Marunchak,

1979:147). . o A - o

-

' ﬁorx:is' Liberals set ot to close the schoo]s agamst strong '
opposi:l:’.on from Ukra:.»m.ans A peuuon w:.tl'; 6 000 51gn,amres (Lupul, . \ .
1982 220) was presenmd .to the government NorrJ.s was unnwved. ”The

multxplic:.ty of natlonalu::.es w1thm the provmce makes the present :

(bnl.mgual) ,law :meossible. All wou]:d benef:.t from the system of
education enjoyed by the English—speak:mg Canad:.ans“ (Lupal, 1982 220) .

L] v v,
.‘ ) M '
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. - \ h ] \ .
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countmg on' Anglo-Saxon patnot:lsm and set the Anglo—Saxon ma]orlty
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Despite the efforts of d;fferent Ukrainian delegatlons sent to the

\

. govemment to convince it otherwise, and des?:.te the long and dramatic

pa.rhamentary debates by Freénch-speaking Members of Parhament as well
as the Conservative Members J.n the Leg:slature, on March 8 1916, the
Manltoba parhament passed the proposed leg:.slamou, and that same year,
Ukralm.an pubhc schools in Manitoba, closed the.l.t doors ( Marunchak,

1970 14&)

'I'he govemment tried to expla.m the abol:.tlon of the bﬂ.mgual school
syst:em as an effort to raise the standard of teaching in these schools
As a sign ‘of protest, many bilingual teachers resigned their positions.’

The ' Norris government had enacted compulsory attendance of children up

.to age 14 (Marun_chak, 1970:149) and the resignations created a shortage

‘of teachers. To remedy the ’shortage, the ,'governmem; assigned teachers

who had no qua.lii:'icati.ons (Marunch"ak -1970:149). Ir%nically, bilingual
schools in Mahitoba were cancelled in -order to 1mprove" the quality of
educat.on, and now, unquahfled teachers were supposed to accomphsh ttus

task.

SaskatcheWan The snmatlon m Saskatchewan is d:_ffmult to assess

Early on, Saskatchewan tned desperately to - fo]low in the footsbeps of

Mam.toba The ' educatLoq of Ukrainians in ‘Saskatc_hewan ’dabes

'Leffect'w“ely from 1901 (Lupul, 1982:222). A law passed - that year

Al
W
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permitted trustees, on parental request, to employ "competent persons to °
give instruction in any language other than English" provided the course

| did not "supersede or in any way interfere with" instruction. in the

-,

schools, and "a special rate" _was levied on participating parents /meet
any addluonal costs (Lupul, 1982:222).

The Department of Educatlon! restricted the teachmg of languages
“other than French to the last hour ig the school day, and confined
instruction to reading and wrnnng from texts authorized by the education
ministry (Lupul, ‘i’982:222). "I‘he need for bilingual teachers. was
recognized and in 1909, officdial notices appeared in the press to the
effect that Legmmrzg September of that same year, a teacher's tralnmg ‘
school would open in Regina for the purpose of training young lads as
"Ruthenian English teachers" in the province of Saskatchewan (Marunchak,
1970:123). In reality, students of oque:\backgrounds attended, and not
much attention was paid to teaching Ukrainian. The Ukrainian Sanadian
press continued .to refer to this school as the | "Ukrainian English
Teacher’s Semlnary in Regina"™ (Marunchak, 1970:‘;41) but government's

official name for the institution was "The English School for Foreigners.”

i

The minimum requ:.rements of this school were grade four .in’ a
student's own language and a “"fair® knowledge ‘of Enghsh, but many '
students were admitted without them (Lupul, 1982:223)." The quality of

v v
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_training within the school seems hjéhly- questionable. The course
requ:.red eight motths, yet seldom lasted more than six, as classes
" gpened late and closed early (Lupul, 1982:223). There is not™ much

information as to what was taught.

Estimates vary as to the number of schools which actually taught or
used Ukrainian. According to Skwarok, in Saskatchewan, there existed

over 200 Ukrainian géhools and 80 Ukrainian teachers {(Skwarck, 1959:53),

However, Lu£>ul states: "By 1916, ;Ln the comprehenswe annual
zjepoft.s of the province's twenty-five inspectors, only mspector J.T.M.
Andérson of Yorkton, a critic of bi.linguaﬁs;n, indicated that Ukrainian
was taught in three public schools. There was no authorizéd text ';w be
found" and there were "very few teachers ;:on{petent to teach a second .
language'" &&upul, l§82:222{. With the qﬁality.of education being offered
within the Regina training-school, the absence of qualified teachers is ho
-surprise. However, the great d;spanty betWeen Skwarok and Lupul in the .

number of schools and teachers mentloned is chfflcult to explain. .

4
i

~

l‘.:aetweerx the provmces of Alberta and Mamtoba where

Sandw:.ched
protests were already takmg place on the subject of bilingual educat:l.on,
the people of Saskatchewan realized they would also soon be affected. In "
~I’mnl 1917, the government closed the “Training School for Teachers for

1 ; Fore:gn Speakmg Commumt;es" ( Lupul, 1982: 223). Just as in the other

- -
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two provmces, all efforts were placed “on’ mak:.hg fanghsh the only

language of mstruct:l.on_dunng-,school hou.rs~. Prbblems qmckly mounted

Following the clostu'e of the' Regma tranmng school the leeral

government forbade the Juse of” old-country UkraJ.man textbooks, and

-

removed Androchowich and thn of Yorkton (two Ukra:ruians) as ,school

supervisors (Lupul, 1982%225).

N
°

-

Even with these reactlonary events takmg place, éaskatf:be’wan

Ukrainians anpeared rémarkably Calm about the predlcament -of thelr
schools. At the conventton of the Saskatchewan School Trustees'
ASSOCLatLOl’l :Ln February 1918, Ukraz.mahs (6ne delegate ffom each school)
were urged to attend and oppose chahges bea.rlng on 1anguage, school

consolidation, and the replacement of school tfustees by mumclpal

OOUDCI].S (Lup.xl, 1982: 226). ’I‘here 1s ne»mentlon of ‘how~ many Ukrauuans )
participated. However, 'with the on—gomg battle in the _other- gro\n.nces ’
_(espec;ally Manitoba), being very strong, 1t seems reasoﬁable to expect

_that Ukralm.an participation at the conventlon would have been hkewise

strong. Not so. Accordmg to Lupﬁl; wnﬂe the debate én the language

‘resolutl.ons was extensive, there is no evidence of Ukranuan part:xclpauon

J

(Lupul, 1~°82 226). When the Saskatchewan goVernmmt ousted all
languages other fHan Eng]ish and E‘xer&bh w1thm strict hmltaucms) from
its schools, the pub].lc reacj:.oh of the Ukrainian community " was parely

v;.s;.ble (Lupul, 19823 226)
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- The Ukrainians' low profile was 'likely the . result of .caution:
Dz.sonmmatory political pohcles were introduced in Canada at that time
due to the war in Europe Ukra:.mans were commonly spoken of as enemy

'a.'L'Lens On August 21, 1914, th¢ government in Ottawa passed the War

Measures Act prohibiting enemy ahens from leaving their homes or bemg "

near bndges, waterways and raJ_lroads. Other measures introduced during
the war prevented enemy aliens from buying farmland, printing
newspapers or magazines in their own language and, finally, from voting.

These events ‘may have proven to be- too intimidating for.Ukrainians of

.saskatchewan. After seelng the futile attempts of the well organized

battle for Ukra.uuan education in Ma.rutoba around 1916, defense of their

© modest Ukra.m:Lan lmgmsuc prov1s:Lons may have been seen as too
" jeopardizing. Ukraiman bﬂ_mgual education in Saskatchewan ceased to

'S . ‘E

.exist in 1918 (Keywan, 1977: 130) I , .

-
-

QUALITY or EDUCATION RECAIVED S .

Yy

. . - '

©

"It would be mcomplete to record the exlstence of bJJJ.ngUal schools

in the western provmoes wn'hout descnbmg the actual sn:uauons chlldren

 rand teachers encountered w:.ﬂ'xin these schools The mere existence of the ;

bl.h.ngual schools dld not mean progress in . education for Ukran.man

-. settlers in Canada. Hav:mg the school did not always guarantee proper
" education. The parents had fought for anJngual schools and some*

succeeded in atta—.mmg ‘the:m; however, the demand for; Ukraaman speakmg

L .0



e ¥ A U}cranman woman was replastering -her clay’

9

— —teachers was- greater than ‘the supply Vacant pos:.t!.ons had to be ﬁlled

with Enghsh spealcmg teachers ‘ Ukra:.m.an parents dld not want these

EnglJ.sh teachers but had to accept what was given to them.

) " The problem. was agnpiﬁied by English teachers- who weré prejudiced
" about the ‘abj;lities oi:: ’the children. An English missionaryateacher,
writihg in a re]b'.gious- :50urna_l, stated: "...The CentralaEuropean: children
are so dense that it is per%aps too inhch to expect that they should eyer“
f make good and desirable citizens in Canada" (Skwarok, 1959:56). _

- L]

; Stereortypihg is demonstrated in the following anecdote:

- oVen, heard voices and climbed out of the oven
. covered with mud and clay. In front of her
.stood ‘the Jocal school trustee and the new .
. teacher. Unable to speak English she stood there S
and smiled, the trustee looked at her with = o
+ disapproval then turned to the young teacher in 7 '
his charge and said "You see I told you the

- -Galicians are a “dirty lot (Keyw?.n 1977 39)

Few quahfled teachers wished to teach in the pr:.mlt:bve faCJJ_‘LtI.ES of
-the "bush count.ness "  Teachers lodged w1th the entire farm fam:lly in a
A}

single room and the salanes were very low. Oft:en as many as three

dJ.fferem: teachers taught in one school during orie school year. The B

- children suffered from such frequent changes. .Ukraman school boardsn '

v

. were for ed to hire uncertified teachers, _many of them stll s&dents .
“t.hemselves, who had been granted temporary teach:mg perm:.ts (Keywan,
19771:125). ». . ' e e
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the helght or breadt:h of the smderrt: sitt:l.ngﬁm it (Kostash, 1977: 78)

» Many rural, schools operated on a part-t:.me bas:.s, or with schOol
terms shortened to the four or six sprmg and summer months of the year.
The weather and the dlstanoe requlred to walk to the nearest school were ,
proha.b1hve. Eva Kretzul, an 1mm1grant, descr:bed her 51tuatxon'

”I ‘was lucley that the school was one mile aWay.

Some of the children had to walk as far as six

. hmiles. Tt was hard to learn, in those old N |
."-* 'schools. We didn't know English,\and tliere were ,

AN

T -~ eight or nine grades with only -one teacher. I

- spent two and a half years in grade one. It tock % -
CoL ' me -two years to learh how to read (Keywan,
1977:132). _ o , N

LIS 3

. Some' schools stayed open throughout the regular school months.,

/

ChJ_‘Ldren walked through pra.lne bh.zzards, smlcn.ng to the.l.; waJsts in the

snow, arrnn.ng at: school frozen. The bm.’ldmg greetmg them was a log

- .‘Q/’}

caan wmth no hghts or lamps. JE pt was, dark outsnie, it~ was dark

/

\mslde. . There was. a ‘stove in the back, but/one had to sit r:.ght on it to

.

.‘feel any heat rThere are*stofles/of teachers and students runm.ng around

N

the room in a snake dance to” keep warm, s:.tt:.ng on top of desks to keep

A

thelr sodderi feet dut of d.raughts, ,and hang:.ng wet clothes m . heat of.

'

.the _stove, sufﬁermg then a stench as well (Kostash, 1 977 78) .

- ' .

o
N
\J

" The’ desks ‘were douﬁle-seated maplewood and. bore h’d:le relatlon to

w7\
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E . -7, . John Strynadka describes his school: . ‘.. -
. ‘ ’ - ) . - j . :\ : T » . »
[ Tt was a one-room school. ' .Some of the children = . S
' * .  had to walk five miles to get there. ' We had 83. . DR
a / ‘ﬂch:.ldrengomgatthemne,a]lmoneroom. It . . -
- . ".was very hard for the teachers. Two yéars'was . . . ~ ,
! o “the most any teacher would stay - (Keywan, '

1977:131). -

.“ '\ N \ ' ) y ‘ r ! ) - '
¢ Durmg the sprlng months student.s suffered through mosqxntos and the

RS

sudden prairie heat. Sc'hool attendance was poor. During ‘seeding and‘

harvest times’ every extra hand was needed at home. It was not

i >

uncommon to have the whole school empty at the work season. - - o

- - B ' r
AT

. - When smdents could attend overcrowdmg was prevalent and remamed

. o so unt:l the late 1920'5. Crowded condz.t:l.ons mh:.h:,ted quality educatwn.,
Big: tall fourteen year olds attempted to master the same subject that
seven year olds were strugghng -with, D;scxplme wﬁaj a problem.
Ploneer teachers usually had htt.]e advanced 5choolmg the completmn of
g grade ez.ght was the norm, followed by four months at norm,al school

-

- (Lupul, 1982.215) -The teacher had to rely on h:s own, resources.
\

Tea'ch:i.ng " aids were unheard of, Eaton's catalog ¢ with its .handy,w

-,

‘ combination of . words and ﬂlustratlons, was used u; many schools across: -

the prairies as a .ﬁrst ) reader ~(Ke3}wan} 11977:125).° Sqme .niore

prosperous schools had a. globe, . chalk, 'win‘dow nett:'né\, story ' books,
writing oaper, and sometimes a map courtesy of the Neilson Qonipany with

' L1
a "t

o
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e
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to pict:ures ©of chocolate bars in each ¢orner:,. Scnbblers ‘were a luxury *' y -

' *Q N L.

: " ';Ltem. ' Accordmg tb a Mrs. Homemuk', "We dldn't have any money to buy K

-

l T paper for our ch:ldren when | they were in school They d.1d theu

;_p‘homeWOrk Qn wrappmg paper that we got from the store" (Keywan,“ :

I \-‘:,1977332) e R
A 1\“,?‘—‘ \ 3 . L N T, , . ',‘,'_‘-
' o Educatron beyond grade elght dJ.d not ex:.st in a rural school
I. fE‘amJJJ.es’ had tc pay room and board 4in a town or city® to educate theu ¢
‘, ch:ldren further. : A serious dec1s1on had to be made- to send a chlld to N
I’ | school for hlgher educat':ion or to keep the - Chlld ot the farm as-an. extra | e
l‘ ’ ": In the ﬁrst years ve‘ry few e\;er reached grade e:gh‘t“ Accordmg to .

as 1915 report on the’ mhnguﬂ;&smm\of Mamtoba, S:thy;-elght percem: S

‘ _: ' Y -
' A (68%) of the Ukrainian and Pohsh school‘ populatwn was enrolled m )
- grades one and two, ‘while only two percent (2%) could be found above

’\

G , grade ﬁve (C K. rgewcombe, c.1ted in Keywan, 1977 ],26). Many df the' g

» ch:.ldren, espec:ally the g:\.rls, had to drop out. P .' - ,
N ‘ o ‘ ) N ) ‘i\ . ’/‘~ ‘< I RN ) :', . (‘_‘: I: ] .
‘_’, 5 ,\ ® IS v i " ! Ny - - K -

: s Work blocked educat:l.on. Charles Young est:.mated that ﬁfty percent " ‘

-~
"t
(50%) of Ukra:man J,mmlgrants were- JJJJ,terate on arnval\‘ accordn.hg to
the l921- census twerity ,years ~lat,er,‘ forty percent (40%) StlJ.l weré o ’
~ .~ ) - ~ v R 4 s
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o (Kostash, 1977 69). , we(er_,\desm.te all the hardshlps some did make it l

to «grade, eight and even hagher through uniVers.:.tyJ . The sacnﬁces by the

’
i
\

-

‘

I was proud “to be at universijg - I was.the . \
_ . third person from Two Hills to g8. And' when I .
-~ came " home for usxts people ‘would point ‘me out /
L on the street, ' "There'' goes ‘the’ university
student." They would gawk dt me like at some
: animal, in the zoo. ‘50 I tried my damhedest not N .

’ : to flunk anything.” I was afraid of letting S e,
J . myself ‘down, the town down - and there "was a e
S little of -Ukrainianmism there too. Letting' the -

' Ukrainians down:(Kostash, 41977:69). - - ( ‘

H
i

! 7. > .
<. . , v

., Given a- .chance’ and proper education,  Ukrainian, children

! : fam:.h&es of these. students are 'not forgoti:en. T

. demon.strafied“ success inﬁ the systém. Robert Fletche:, Supervigor of

‘- Schbols among Forelgners An” Alberta, said "Ruthen:tah ch:.ldren are as a
- rule. b;:lght and mtelhgent and even w1th the handl.cap of aéqmnng a new

~ B v e -

FIEN -

s parents" (Skwarok, 1959 5’7). CL : R S A

, [ ~
o1 ‘ > . ’ N .
] < . . " f} " - -

’,

- T The mass responsihility of continuing .Ukrainian’ education ih“'xthe

f:rair:i.:e pfovinces fell to the pnvate school, sYstems. These schools v\;ere
closely related to the parishes, dhurches and youth orgamzatxong and had
to be exclus:.ve_ly mamtamed by the fees ‘charged to the parents. In
many cases this hampered the surv1val of the schools. Ukra.mn.ans

estabhshed their own systern of bursas (student residences in Ukraine
‘usua]ly housmg smdents from poor famﬂ_nes and orphars) and mst:i.tut:es

2 B PR s -

language, they keep abreast w:.th the chJJdren of2 Enghsh—speak;ng» 1';3

N
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around the. :l:Lme the b ,;ehools were abohshed Students rece:.ved )

- room and board and after school hour classes in the language, hlstory,

;o hterature .and rehglon of Ukra::ne; “'The bursas -and' institutes were a

demonstratlon by Ukrainian parents that they ‘wanted to preserve the

Ukra.m:an language and combat the assrm:LlatLon campalgn of the federal

R and prov:mcnal governments They met the need ‘of extendmg educatlon
bey‘ond the sxmple ploneer prov1smns of the \one-rOOm rural school The

| \
bursas alded in cus‘monmg the st:udentsr sudden contact with urban hfe.

LY

N . . . . . .
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‘The Presbyterlan church also Set up a system of bursas mth the

2

spec:flc objectlve of ass:.m:latmg Ukrazman students 'I‘hey did not work

A - !

Ukra_-xmans kept to thelr own mst:.b.ztes. \

, . . .
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the educatlonal problems of Ukra:.man settlers in . Western Canada
Ukramlans had been prompted to emlgrafte by the prom1$e of land The:.r, .
' f:u:st years here were spent strugghng for surv1va1 and there Was h.o "

’ "o

t:me to concentrate on educatlon. ) However, after secunng a foothold in .

~

the new country Ukra:mans became anx:.ous for the:.r ch:ldren to become -

3

prof.lc1ent in Eng].ash in order to ga:m ‘economic opport::mty and success in .

the future. They were conv:.nced that the best' means to attack the

I3 ¢ ~
N

problem was to tram Ukrainian-English b:.hngual teachers. In the1r
minds, these teachers would be the best: quah.ﬁed to meet the needs of

AN

Ukra:man school -ch:ldren. “l‘he‘ French - Catholic ‘clergy became

t N N . ) -

.
~5

L The foregoing dlSCUSSlOD has dealt w1th some h:.storlcal aspect;s of \{



* education of Ukrainians in Canada is still an open field for study.” -

r
A
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‘

)
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:i.nvolved early on.. The Manitoba Conservat:xve government was the first’
provmc:al govemmerrt to respond to the Ukralman appeal It aJlowed the
opening: of a training school for mcranman—Enghsh speak.mg school

teachers. The other two provmces soon followed :with sm:.la.r schools~

. ~ .

) [ . , - i

P

However, the dreams of Ukrainian set:tlers we“re- soon shattered.,
Alberta was the first prov:mce to close down these schools, W1th Mamtoba
and Saskatchewan fo].low:.ng shortly after. ) Ukra.m:uans struggled for
nearly four decades to re:mstate ‘thesse classes.3 Abolltlon of bﬂ.mgual ‘—'
schools foroed the estabhshment of prlvate schools for Ukra.mlan ‘
language, history and ]J.terab.lre. It is not the aim here to judge the .

\‘ —
act::.ons of the d:Lﬁfererrt provmc1al governmerrts The . situation :and

+
i
'

problems encountered have been only thhhghted -in this work. The

' . 7 4o
e .
4 . / y
\

Ironically the very ,same- prov::nces which orig:'.nally closed down. - -

b:.hngual schools for‘ being "backwards" are today consc:.errtlously -

supportmg a h:.lmgual school system. Alberta, which .was -the first to
abohsh hﬂmgual schools :Ln 1913, stands now as.an example of half—day

»f v . - - t
vt . r P . . I T . Y |
‘
N y . N - - - LA Y

’ o . . N £
¥ ’ ) ’ N , )
T i LR

3The Saskatchewan M:i.mst::y of ~Educatlon, on ‘September. " 4y 1952,
,recognized Ukrainian language st:udy not as an optional subject,.but as a”
fully accepted credit in public schools (Marunchak, 1970:227; Lupul,
1982:227). This was the first province to make a’ move m fepamat:.ng
the” Ukraiman language w;,thm the schools. e N .
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Ukra.lman, half-day Enghsh 'schodls. As of Apr:l 1971, w1th t:he School

Board's -approval, Ukra:.m.an can be a langhage of mstruct:.on J.n grades
one and two (w1th -an” hour in English) and for fifty percem: (50%) ofthe

school day in each subsequent. grade (Lupul, 1982:235). ' _E:dmonton,‘

. -Ukrainian bJ_h.ngual education is grow:mg Wn.th every year. It has aireadyfx :
) N S "
) reached the hlgh school level . ) ‘ \ 7

E ' The’ ‘developmerrt of the Ukra:mlan commum.ty and ifs’ educatnonal
@pportlmitl.es followed a completely d:ﬂ:'erent course in Montreal It is

L necessary to descrlbe the d:fferences between, rural a.nd urban cond:LtLox)s

of settlement m order to more fu]ly comprehend the umque dévelbpment of
f' Ukra.uuan city dweJlers. o "- o ) ’ '

) S 'I‘he next chapter w1ll show -that~ the tncramzxan et:hmc commumty

whlch eVOlved in’ Montreal adapted. quickly to surv:.val in the urban

'-:‘m
v, *

. - . . N -8 < . .
. mdustrlal environment J.t was confronted with.. L .
.
- n s
’ 0 N P
p -
- N - - 1
-
. - .
, - % , .
5 - ¥ , !
- - | nts
i -
- P « - - ™ N
¢ T . N o~
[ b - i - - M o+ N -~ T Y
P i - E s
> L .t R
N -
- T . ! .
. - # . Y P . w3 < .
RS - L b S . .
. . N ca -, R : ?
" - & ~
- -
~ TR -~ o v «
- R . =
- -
¢
i
- ~ .
4 - - . N
a . o ~ ~ e .
o PR A
i ~ [N
- i * e ny e
— . o t e - o
g g - 54 - , . . ‘
Fae e
. * s . kS VU, N
P Tma PRI i t ¥ 4 \
+ I'd . . )
! o " el N
< ) .
- . -
¢ \ % ® ¢ L A
s ) \
! e h * T
- - i
ke ’ -
o K ~l, ., - b
- . ~ - ’ 1.
t : P
t Y * "(,
s - - - - -
’ [ s N -at .
- - [y oy 3
{ o - . i ‘; -~
-~ e hd \", - ¥
" A - - : ¢ Es
' , L4
- - " Ya - - i
P - ~ - - ¥ " P! .
\,\ 1) £ o~ - t =1 ‘ , -
> ' : - Y
— o e - - - a3
- - " - . ’ ' > - -
AN I "~ - . 4 z
- -.1 A <' PR - fa
. L . N AR . “
« - ! - 1l ,
\
- . . f
- .- s - ,
Ead -

N
o,
Je R

\
-



W

>
Pl

P

CHAPTER HOI o8 ..

" UKRAINIAN SETTLEMENT IN MONTREAL
rfj: \" - i

URBAN CONDITIONS ‘ ' ,

t M s 1.
vt -

The majonty of Ukrainian settlers came from tradlt:.onal old wOrld

¢

agnculmral som.etres but once in Canada many of them did not finish
theu: journey to the  western’ Canadian farms. Some stayed behind in the
urban J.ndustnal envn.ronment of “the east. They remained because they

]

ran ot of money to oorib.nue westward Staymg was Jless their choice

than the only opt;mn ava:uable to them under the circumstances. - For

these settlers, leaving beh.md a rural ag‘r:.cultural lifestyle proved to be

T an :meensely dramatic change. The groups who settled in large numbers

on western Canadlah homesteads or in rural farm areas had the.u: own

paru.cular expenences and thel.r own particular prgblems. Surv:wal was’

not easy, however, their familiarity with agrlculture and hvmg off the . _
land created a. contmulty between the old’ ]J.fe ‘and the new. But for,' ‘
' mmlgrants adaptmg to urban conditigns farmmg expenence was not much
help . and these new urban settlers often found themselves tot:ally
; unprepared for c.vty EIe Theit behavmr, their atutudes _and many of

their old famﬂ.uar ways had te change drastlcally r:n.ght from the start

3
N ~

1
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" Even at that time:Point St. Charles was noct an affluent area. .

Mbntreal provideés a good base of study from: which to analyze the

growth ¢f a Ukrainian community made up of those immigramts who found
. 4 ;

themselves stranded Unlike the western settlements whose origins have

been st:ud:.ed and documented, in such books as Keywan's Greater than, -

Kings 'and Kostash's All of Baba's Children and many others. (Refer to
bodks in "References" for more titles) the oridin of Ukrainian settlement
in Monﬁreal is difficult to trace. Urban set:tlemen’c was not planned and
ofﬁ‘i.cial records- do not erist. ~ Researchers dlsagree about the exact
arrival date of the very f:.rst Ukrainian settlers in Montreal. ‘ Whereas
Hrylné}c—Wynnycky (1964:40) documentsm that the first Ukrai.nlan family
game' to Montreal in 1899, Mamr:hur states that the origin of Ukrainians:in

Montreal is 1904 (Mamchur, 1939 69). One early immigrant’, W.

.Anastazievsky, wrote in 1906 m the Amencan newspaper Svoboda and m :

W:an.peg S Canad_lan Farmer that, "Ukra:.mans have - been in Montreal for '

already .seven yé,ars\... The fn-st; Uk.ralman was Ivan Tuchtle,‘

\

- ‘ [
~ ! )3 . vt . .
s K
s ’

i

Point St. Charles Sett:lement' It seems safe to say that by the turn of,

the century Montreal was seemg the arnval of 1ts f:_rst Ukralman

’,

settlers. Penniless and segregated from the start Ukr§:::E sought out

low rental areas for accom modauons They were fo t0 look for

" industrial employment and therefore settled in Point St. - charles, between

oy

the aqueduct and the canal, where heavy mdustry was - concentrated

-
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. . were experiencing at the same time in western Canada. Each group

T WY WS W e Y e
.
. .

. (Bayley, 1939;41-42).4 o A MR

-

= \

. o \
The industrial working class lifestyle the Montreal immigrants fell

. into was a far cry from .the homestead lifestyle their fellow immn:.grants

develéped its own distinct pattern. of - survival within its new

environment.

/

- Point St. Charles has always been considered a unlque area of
Montreal. It. covers approximately seven by eleven c:.ty blocks and lies
J.sland-hke: between the Lachine Canal to the north, (the oldest centre of
industry in the city) and the C.N.R.. tracks to the south. Before the f:xirfx
of the cenmry, it was almost all res:.dentlal As industry worked, up the -
canal, -tenements were torn down and replaced by factorles., Est:l.mates ) - -

indicate that some ten thousand people were forced to move out w:|.th the

1

‘ appropriatiqn. of property by Northern Electric and Belding Cogtice.'fli

&
3 - |

The Point, as it is commonly referred to, was regarded by maﬁy as

~a slum area of Montreal. Bu.ilﬂi.ngs were soot-black from boats passmg

in the canal, from the spewed out factory waste and from the ch’unﬁng.

[

. I
» -

. 4pt presént these two factories have moved away leavmg‘behind tbelr

massive  structures to remind the people of a life in the past. . P
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engi.nee of the trains. The area had wide streets and sidewalks because

the ].arge ract:ones all reqm.red good tranSportatLon routes to move theLr .

supplies and products. S , ) ':, .o .\.\

. At i)
© - » LY s

More deta.ﬂ. is found in a letter wrltten by Mykha.llo Tsytulsky aboug
hls arrival in Montreal w:,th his: brother ‘in early Apnl L'iO’l A friend

ES

greeted them at’ the train station ‘and brbught “them to a home on Grand .

Trunk Street. . Tsytulsky destribed the st_;reets of the Point as being ‘
. . o N ' . : .

littered with garbage and having holeg everwamere. Thei'e \Were a fe.w“

-\
wooden s:.dewa.l_ks the houses had no- elebtmmty and were lit by naphta

~ The streetcars were heated with. tiny stoves in the rear : w

* EY

-~ . - -
~ -~ p . s -
S

i

‘The two ni‘ajor” streets in PSint Sty . Ei’ha.f]es axe Cehter Street, and_

entranoe to the Pomt and then branch out iA the form of a. "V“ ‘It was

: here where the commercnal area and major business estabhshments were

' foungit grocery stores, confect:.onalres, pool 'rooms, dry;;good stores.

'nieat markets and taverns, Both streets are dJ.vn.ded by the Canadian

Na‘t’mnal —Raﬁ.ﬁoad tracks with 'Wel].ington Street below or south of the

tracks and Center Street above the tracks The two Streets are not more

j than a five minute walk apart. Most of tbe fu‘st Ukra:m.ans settled in

o - . L J

‘the area north of the tracks. - < p -

i We.U.ington Street Accordmg to a map, the two streets mtersect at the.
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" The’ Pciht, though fa:.rly J.so]ated from the cvntral sectlon Jof

-

Montreal, was connected ’wlth it - by street car serv:.oe The gex’xeral
resmdent:al .,cene was -ohe of the red—bmck tenements, then admniﬁng.

passage only through P hooded sta:.rcase néaf sheds iri the ‘back es.

g

Many Ukralmans found themselves w1f.’h ‘no front door, a. smlatr.on ery

- ¢ 7

different from the Ukra.me farmlands " The homes facmg the street ‘had

doors immediately - adjacent to t:he wooaen md”ewa]k There were .no

verandas or balcom.es, Just ont pr ntwo steps té the door of then_r home.
On a hot summer day, the. people wou1d qome qut’ and s:,t on thelr Steps or
would brlng chairs from their house rlght out on the s:.dewaJJc and ‘crowd
the path of the pedestrians. Th:s sltuatron was unfamihar to trem. "I'heﬂ
buj.;djno;s were in a poor Jsf}te. Wal'!s leahed seyeral degrees From the‘
vertical, mairw’ays were almost co]lapsed g.n,d Ifloors ‘sunken. The

tenements were "cold flats™ - very damp in the :wmter months and dusty'

and hot in the summer. 'I‘he area was poor :mdeed and _the most densely

°
_4\»

populated Ukrainian sectlon was found on - -hé | mosf; det:enorated streets:
Richardson, - Center ang, Manufacture (M‘amchur, ,1939 . p.73). Bayley
descnbes the early settlement as if the Ukralm.ans had crossed the brldge

1

to the® Point and settled ;clght .on the fxrst corher (Bayley, 1939:43).

‘Q
Though newer homes “were to be found scattered ‘on certam s:treets more

~ distant from the fact:or:.es, Ukrauuans as a rule could not afford to Live



s A

S " ; dust hancnng over Pomt St. Charles from the mdustrles. The roads. also

4

5 L made- of woo#den boards whi.le the street:s vizere covered with gravel.

. N . did not help. As described by an early 1mmigrant, "The sidewalks were
' Sahara " Ehzabeth Pe]_'le;,tler, Secretary of t‘he ProvmcLal Board -of

state ’chough tolerated” and that the lanes were used as "refuse dumps"
(Copp, 1974:18). - . ] "

%

- ’ Pomt St. Charles was not a Ukralman settlement per se, h0wever,

A . their own "ghetto helped ta make the unknown seem famﬂ;mr

v
B ;oA i

L I couldn't waJk out of my house nor down “the N
O street without meetihg a number' of Ukraipians,
R When we used to go Christmas ‘caroling at .,
o A s Cbrlstmas time, 1o one would ' carry' with them &

SRR PO “list of addresses.. We would just walk down

coo '‘Centér and the other .Streets’ around - Center and-
‘ . ' knock on, almost, every second door. We rarely
2 N ' made a mistake because the houses were filled
' with Ukrainians. (niy mbervlew w/Drozdow1ch)

-

: - » -
-
-

e | |
S IR St. Lawrence Settlement: About 1908, new Ukran.man 1mm1grants and a

o smaJl number from the Pomt began to move into the central slum sectlon

around .S:. Lawrence Street (Mamchur, 1.939:66). The 1mm1grant3 here~

R .
' -
v - N -

@ - -

' in them. Phobographs from tha;t penod show a thick cloud of smoke - and‘

. .Because of this in the summer a cloud of dust would rlse h.ke m the -

Health at that time complmned that ‘the Streets "were in an mmlerable'

+  the 1argest percentage of Ukramano grouped there. Bemg together J.n

T set:ﬁiéf, ‘arr”iving’:in Montreal m 1913, deschbed the Ukra:imam enclave: ' ‘

B - - ¥ .
. - - T



also found themselves in cheap .tenements close to a highly developed

N

\commercial section of Montreal and a-region surroun&ed by needle-trade \} :

‘factories. The .main "p 11" factor in this area was the concentration of

<4

" "’Jews( .who,’ knowing ‘Ukrainian or other Slavic_ languages directed the -

. :usually rented their dwel.lings and many llved in roommg houses where .

Ukra.mlan newcomer to thJ.s area" for lodging. The women found jobs in

‘. tHe cloth:mg factones and employment as .maids -in Jewish households

(Mamchur, 1939 :66) . The Ukrainian settlement spread between Amherst

“and Papmeau Streets, (Mamchur, 1969 67). Here, Ukraun.an 1mmigrant.s

they shared one room WJ.th two or three cther péople. . These Ukrainians
were cons:.dered to Jbe anstocrats by Ukrainians of the Po:.nt, for they

dJ.d not *trave “to ]ive in the "lean to‘s" and rooms. un&er built—-m back

verandas as the latter had to (Bayley, 1939: 46) < el ‘~

N
) . N - -
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Frontenac Sett:lement- A third area of setﬂement m Montj:eal was created

‘by the location of a huge gas factory presently known as the "Natural Gas e
Company" on‘ Frontenac Street, just below Ontano Street It proylded N
' ’oppbrtunlues for employment for a 1a,rge number of  Ukrainians. ~ Those

- who had sett;led "in the Central section between Amherst: and »Papa.neau

began to ‘move farther east, formmg the - nucleus of ‘I'he Frontenac .
- settlement (Marupchak, 1939 67) ' . RYP '
.. ’ . ; n « ' ’*m":- \A “
e -6 - \ ) .
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) becom.mg a compact: Ukralm.an nelghbourhood However, the - French '

\‘theJ.r own J_nstxtutrons hemg depopulated,‘ preva.lled upon the Frenth -

v = <, - N R 1 § > . \ ~ \
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'\ The Frontenac area stood m dlsti.nct contrast to the Pomt. Where CL

the 1atter was sitnated w::tru.n an :mdustnal sectl.on ‘along the harbour and .

-

the canal, the Frontenac settlement was ? res:.dentnal area, Wl.th the

exception of ‘the Canadian Pac:f:.c Railroad tracks to the: cast of the' "

i

Vs
eettlemer;t, Frontenac “was not surrounded by . factorles. Theflmmigrants >
had access to many small 'shops. and othér trading institutions which

served to make ‘the area fairly self-sufficient, While most of the homes

\

were 'sti.ll"somewhaj: old," they were much newer than those in the Point.

Also, the streets were developed as part of a resnde ial section.of town’

and therefore had” “some green spaces around them. Ukra:m.ans were

Y

. mostly found -on Gascon, Berry, Hogan, Montgomery, Florian, and Wurtele"-

Streets (Mamchur, 1939:73). . ) -

) . s - 2R

2N

o The Frontenac work.mg—man 5 remdent:.al area had & good chance of

eccles:.astlcal and school authontres, fde.ng the French movmg out and

~ Yy

landlords to lease only a port:.on of the:u: res:dentlal property to -

Y
)
.
Ukra.mlans and not to 1ease .m compact blocks (Mamchur, 1939 67).
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During the years 1907 and 1908, there was h1gh unemploymerrt and

many of the Ukram:.ans “found themselves in fmancwl dlstress.

~ N f \. .
N . - '

[

We wou]d daily -go search.mg For employment and

with no success we would find ourselves at the «

>~ city dump. looking for some old shoes or clothes
to have something to wear. The French people

in the area were very unfriendly.: They would

" . ' throw rocks or snowballs or knock our, hats off
- , as we walked along the streets. They would
' also break the windows in our homes. To
protect-the windows during the winter months we.
would break- off springs from our bed$ and make
barriers across 'the windows to break the flight

of a rock. I fived in a house together with
‘twenty-six other, men. It was not uncomnion to-

get together and jump a Frenchman in teturn for
thedr great hospitality. The police would survey

\ these happenings but would not intervene.: Milk,
ice, coal and other products were. delivered by
horse-drawn wagons (Ukrainian Golden Age Club
"Pryzub" of Moéntreal, 1979:238-239). )

~
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;u( The Point and the central. slum 'areas were considered as quite

separate from each other. Point St, Charles tended to house fam:lles

' whzle the central slum area was populated by unattached J.ndJ.vmduals

either malds, factory girls or homeless men.
"hobo type" of workers, because theyf would take anyf job available even' °
1f it meant (:x:avel.h_ng great distances, just to accumulate some money. W

good example of th:s is- Mykhallo Kotsulyms descnpt:wn of hls Jobs e

dunng his fu:st year m‘Canada v

R

These were known as the‘ S




Anglo—Canad.Lan mdustnallsts
au:u:ude of these mdustnah.e‘.ts was dJsarmmgly simple: :melgrants shou]d -
supply a steady flow of cheap labour”.

i

.. I arrived in Canada, Apr:l 13, 1905

".. Dorchester Street.
"horse and received elghty cents pay at the end -

"of the day. I worked there for orie week, at the

. in wWinnipeg.

LI continued, to Chapleau where I
S C.P.R.

. 1 to Montreal and to Point St.- Charles, where I
¢ decided to stay (Dav:.dowych, 1963:53-55, my

Aftér.a .
few days in Montreal I was offered a job. dlgg:mg
the foundation .for the. Sun ‘Life building on
I .worked all. day like a

end og ~which I recelved ten - dollars. The *

‘fo]lown_ng week, a newly acquired friend took me
,to workx in Point St. Charles to0 a steel plant. I

worked there for two months', near the smelters
on twelve hour shifts. My salary was,ten cents
an hour.
Grand. Trunk Street also in the Pomt. My salary
there was thirty-five dollars a month. At the
end of seven months work I had made some good
‘money. However, I wanted to try my luck out
west workmg in the fields. I didn't-find anything
better. The farmers were paying three hundred .
dollars for a year's work. I then tried my luck
However, there also I didn't find
anything better because one needed’ one's - own

pick and shovel as you walked a.round the city -

asking for work. After two weeks of wandermg
I arrived in Fort William. - There I was able to
work on road constructin for tweLve cents an_
hour. However, I feared unemployment in" winter
and decided to seek somethJ.ng more definite. I

During my holidays in 1906 'I returned

translatxon) RS

T g

4

»

I then switched jobs to -a factory on -

got a- job with the -

-

[

o B

4

Trans:uent flmmlgrant workers were a source Of proflt to the

According to Donald Avery (1975 54) "“the

- Many 1mm1grant workers hoped to

make as ‘much money as possible and as qum)d.y as possa.ble " In rea.hty, i,

explo:,tauon. . .

\’the

1m migrant ..

workers became v:n,cths

of economic

" and

socxag.

y
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As alr.eady mentloned, the f:_rst Ukra:man mmlgrants arrived w:.th
little, knowledge of what Canada wé.s ].1.ke. This lack of knowledge was

' i

further magnified by thelr not be:mg able to commumcate easﬂy with the

, i)eople of Canada. ;mgm’stxc deferences greatly h.mde’red the amourrt:- of
\ ‘ - \

progress 'th)at could be achieved. The immigrants who 'settled on

1

hofnesteads or m rural areas were closler to eaéh «other and at a greater )
'distance from other Canad.lans Although being around one's own people
aJ.ded in combatt:mg feeh.ngs of 1soIat1.on, the. rural 1mma.grant was not

forced to learn too much -of the ,new language. The sitmation of urbaxg‘

TS wwms WS SEWm M O UEE AN A U

‘immigw\:ants wasi~_d§fférenﬁ. ',T.'hei' w‘ere much more handicapped withopt the”
- ', abx.hty to com’mumcate m elther French or Englfsh, the major_ii ‘ )

ES - ¢ ~
L ~ w

languages. - ' " o

[ - R ' ‘I‘he urban immigrant rema:med res:tdentha]ly segregated and soc:ally

ST T 1solated unless,he sought out hJ.s own people. Because he was forced to.

'

live in a low rent dnstnct a.nd did not }mow the dominant Ianguage,

suffered feject:.on by the domlnanu,. population groups. The J.mmlgrant
o . commuxuty ult:.mately came to: be held together - by a network of personal
' relations scattered about the urban. env:.ronment, each helpm’xg the other .,

' i - - . s, ¢ "
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In Western Canada the Ukrainian’ 1mm1grant's pr:.mary 'bbject:we was

v

phys:Lcal surv1val Life was too harsh to allow time for organizing a
'social life as well. Only when their primary physical needs began to be
' . . -y

. taken care of, <ould the prairie immigrants start building theu'

)

'c’:ommunity' organizatiens Thelr first attempts were to reestabhsh and -

follow the same famJJ,:Lar J_nst:Ltut:Lons they had" known in Ukraire. Even in
the most progresslve vﬂ.lages, the center of com mumty hfe was usuale
the v:l.llage church. ‘The homogene.lty and isolation of the sef:tlement
meant that much of the old world culture was duphcated 1n Canada.._ Not
surprlslngly, the first Ukra:m.an ergamzat:.on \m Canada vyae- the St.: :
Nlcholas Brotherhood, ,established in 'Edna-Star, Alberta, in 1897, by
Greek Cathfohc Ukra.un.an :.mmlgrants (Woycenko, 1982:174). The ‘recé\rded "

y

arrival of the erst Ukra:.man immigrants to Western Canada was 1891 It

© had" taken the f:Lrst Ukrainian farmers SixX .years to set wp theJ.r first -

dlstmct: orgamzatl.gn. o Iy Y
' ' T ' ' ’ ’ : 5 R )
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.
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A
- Ukram:\.an ox‘gamzatlons were ,set up in half t.he t).me in urban

L

.mdustnal Montreal Here the J.mmlgrant, were confronted im med.la{:ely.

with the cultural 'waysn and. reLat:Lonal structures of the™ dommant

= » -

estab]iShed society. Ukrainians soon developed the.u' own orgamzat:.ons

3

for: mut:ual a:Ld and problem SOIVJ.ng \ 'I‘he:r ﬁ.rst J.nstht:.ons and

!

assocnatmns were surv:.val oriem:ed and were. orgam.zed to prdtect the

- 4

‘ mmlgrants —from cr:nses., They helped prov:.de a mnmmum satisfactton of

needs, espec:ally economlc ones. =~ ' ; T
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'In 1902, approxlmately three years after the fu.'st J.mmlgrants were
stranded in Morxtreal, Ukrainians created the Ukra:m.an Canadmn szen'
Glub" | Its aim was for members to help one anot-her with affairs
involving the munlcnpa.h.ty, such as rents and water - and to deal with
these problems collettively in the English’ language. The club lasted
untdil 1930 (Ukra:l.m.an Golden. Age Club L'Tryz:ub" of Montreal, i979:29?).
Urban living had accelerated the develppmerit‘ of ‘orgar}i_zed associations.

s
’

This need for physical survi'val and cultural protect:i.on under a

dominant society iz further amph.fa.ed the followmg year, in 1903, when

Ukralmans of Montreal organized the "Assomat_lon .in Care of Settlers"

v,

(Marunchak, 1970:209). Not much is known about the founding meeting.

However, a small article in the Canad:an Almanac Nove pole, . describes

“"the “organization as follows: "September l7, 1903, Ukrainians in Montreal

began the Assoc:.ahon in Care of Set:tlers. The elected pres:.dent war

Volodymyr Anastazievs'kyl, the secretary was Iakov Sysak. The dues
were ﬁi.fteen cents a month This was a ‘reading soc:.ety w1th 1& dul:y to

take care of the newly ;ftii/ed Ukrama.ans. This Society changed its |

name after two years... (Marunchak,\ 1972-89-90, my translation).

Another of Marunchak’s books pubh.shed in 1970, descr:.bes the Association

as "a tultural center whose duty, among other things, was to look after

* the needs of labourex:s arrlvmg in Mom:real and new settlers in general"

-

(Marunchak, 1970: 20) The members did not forget their home_land and

4 L. 3

"1
2
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v name of ‘the. Assocna‘a\on was_ chéanged to "AsSocnatLon in Care of Set:t'lers

(‘

o and Aid to the. Old Country" (Marunchak, 1970 209). LT
[ ": o . \ A‘«"‘ . \* S \ ) . ‘.1 . r:’ N “

’

' ) N ,“ g The thlrd organ:.zatmn recorded in Mont,real is . the "Self Help" or’ the

"iikralm.an Slck Benefit Soc1ety." It is alrnost J.mpossxble to track down
27 7 “the exact year ‘ch.ls soc1ety was founded. ‘Marunchak sets the date as
‘ February 3: 1907 (Marunchak, 1972 95; 1970:20). A jubilee book
commemoratmg the early Ukra:.man ploneers in Quebec dates the beginhing
of the :erganization in 1903 (Ukra:lman Golden Age Club "Tryzub" of

Montreal, 1979:297). While we cannot be sure of _}'he exact date of its

{ its existence is clear.” With no unemployment insurance or guaranteefi

income in case of illness or injury, Ukrainian settlers were quick to

N realize how di”éastrous ‘a t:ri.sis would be during times of

‘ 'l.( Lnderempi*oymerrt, economlc downturn or no income. A dJsproportLonate .

T

"" o aid was - also ‘sent back to the:.r*famﬂa.es stLll Jn Ukraﬁ;e -In timée the

founding, there ,,'is‘,'no dispute as to why it was formed. The reason for .

“. number of Ukra.uuan workers were found in undesirable or heavy 1ebor‘

l ~ jobs, where accidents were common. A high percentage of workers were
\ involved in seasonal Jjobg such as road work or construction. Put into
I these situations, it was very advantageous to the immigrants to have

b

their "Ukrainian Sick Benefit Society.”

"68"" )
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B L Members paid monthly dues set at one do].lar After six months, if

l_ ‘ \,a member fe.ll ill, he would receive seven dollars a week over a three

E month perJ.od.. , Fo].lov:n.ng this, the paymerr:;s would be d:meJ.shed‘ to three

_ . déﬁe.r_s a week. If 1af—ber two years a member suddenly died, the widow

l and-children would receive three hundred dollars to help them sur;rive',
and ‘one huridred and' fifty dollars fo;: | the funeral arrangemerr&s

l (Maruhch§k, 1972:95; Ukra:man Golden Age Club "Tryznyo" of Montreal,

E ‘13979:297).1 Forty people s:Lgned up at the ﬁ.rst meet:mg and after
‘seventeen months, there were close to one hundred -members (Marunchak,

[ 1972:96). Meetings were held in Richmond Hall at 280-Richmond Street.in

|

|

-

Point St. Charles (Marunchak, 1970:209)." .

.
& T, . . v~
' . B . -

The ,minutes of . the meetings of this ofgenizatéion -at the Natwnal
Arciives in Ot:[:e‘;:a records donations ranging from one penny to
E‘ - “/Evjyem:y—five cents. The names of “accident victims -who “received money
‘ -. - from the society are also zi‘ecorded.‘ No cultural actlvit;ies‘ayre‘_cz}f:ed in"

these minutes- e

-
-~

The Mom:real associations were orlg:.nale su.rv1val orlented In,
time, however_, these same assoc:auons _began to acqu:.re o’ch!er social
funcuons The "Association in "the Aid of Settlers" . began to double as a

‘ commum.ty Center and was, the place to go to hear about job opem.ngs.

=" ‘Books and“’ newspapers- were read aloud to -keep the people :Lnformed
Speakers ‘were J.nv:l.ted to gJ.ve talks. By May 5th, 1906, the f:u:st dance
for Ui;rm:ﬂans was organized (Marunchak, 1972:91). By the end of that -

o

A : . - 69 - -



(Ma;rurichak‘, 1972:93).

-~

year, a total of three dances had been organized by the Association.
Reports 'show that these som.al nights were well attended with people
sﬁymg and enjoying themselves unt:l sunrise the next day.

4

On October 27th, I)t90‘6,"'the ﬁ.rs_t Ukrainian theatre performance was

staged (Marunchék, 1972:92). © It was organ:.zed and performed by the

members of the Association in AJ.d of Settlers ~ The name of the play was
"Who is with God, then God will be with him" (Marunchdk, 1970:209).
hz.s new ASSOClat'LQn also became very act:ure and by February 1908 put

on .1ts own First theatrical performance ‘ utled " "Mr. . Secretaryi'

[
- . (-

On August 5th, 1907, 1the "Assoc:.at:.on m Caze of Settlers and A:Ld to
the 014 Country” again: d:hanged its name t "Assoma:t:.on of Ukralmans ,

(Marum:hak,, 1972:92- 1970:209). ThJ.s is ,cons:uiered to, be a very

progress:.ve move because most Ukralm.ans J,n Cahada’ at’that time referred

bo themselves as Ruthemans rather than Ukralmans

All the early orgam.zatLonal life was in Pomt St Charles. It 15
not known if the Association 'of Ukra.u'uans owned or rented t:heir assembly
hall or building. However, at the gen‘eral méeting in 1907, the Ukrainian’

_press rei)orted on¢ member being elected caretalcex; of 481 We].ﬁ.ngton 5

Street (Marunchak, 1972:92). It ﬂmereferefseexi}s safe to assume that this:

-:hddress, -was an independent commercial space. Having an organization
2 - . e

with access to a building within a ghg:‘h‘ 'a short space of time indicates

the importance Ukrainians in Montreal placed on _their organizational life.

"
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7 1972:99). Both,_organj:za'aons closely co-oper

- .
4 N
- - .

SHARED IDEOLOGY OF THE DIFFERENT ORGANIZATIONS

‘ L:L&]e else besides these community centers existed in udontreal to
lmk the 1mm1grants with their ethnic group. Many lmmlgrants arnved :|.n
Canada without the.i.r extended families. So to them, socialization ‘was
crucial. The basic principles and philosophy of these early Ukralman
community groups may be the result of certain parent societies and ideas
brought with them from Ukraine. To the outsider, the community seemed'

to be integrateé by a shared ideology which motivated the group and

consti a source of vitality for the community as a whole. “The

S

founding ‘of the Drahomanov Society in Montreal in 1907 (Marunchak,

1972:99) offers a theoretical explanation of the harmonious activities of

‘the community during that early time period. | ’ T X

Mykhailo Drahomanov qdvocated ",..the _renewal of Ukrainian . .

hterature and lea.rm.ng, the study. of the Ukrame, the adirancement of

masses through rat:.onal propaganda not bloody uprlslngs, the study of
European languages, readmg and hteracy, the preservatxon of faith,
" custom and” traditipn, the orgam.zauon of co-operatl.ves and self~re1.1.anceu .

assomatlons, the 1mportance of the household, democracy and socnallsm“:‘i

(Kelebay, 1980:79). i

Py
V

o

Rev;ewing the orgam.zauons and t_he actwlt\es -in Montreal up to :
. 190‘7, aJl of them fall neatly Jnto Drahomano \philosophy. It was the "
- "Se].f-Help Assocaation" that set up the Drahomafiov Society (Marunchak

-

with each other and
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vcoes as far as nammg the first group ¢f Ukremuan settlers in Montreal,

_tradltLonal corrt.rol over all that happened' m the' v;nJJ.age«

‘ settlers to

.or oo g : .
. ¢ - .o

many performances or cultural act vities were prepared together,, It 1s

only locgical to assume that Mont.real U}{,r;anuans beheved - the «

Drahomanovian code if they set uwp -an orgamzatlon m his name. Kelebay»

arriving between 1899 and 1914, as the "pn.oneers" or “Brahomanoyen"

(Kelebay, 1980:75). o .

™ -

Being mainly of the. working class, - it ‘is not surprising that the

settler€ wduld reflect the working class or somahst ideas they had been

exposed to in Ukraine. In consequence, many adopted Drahomanov'

on sociali.sm, mdependence:?‘ for | Ukraine, X and

program  based

ant!.clerlcahsm. " This ant:.clerlcahsm was rooted m the conv;ctxon that

the clercy were not doing enough for the peaeantry, elther educatl.ona]lq ° -

or eoono'ucally. In Europe, the youth had been chaJlengmg the clergy's . ¢

In. Canada,

because of the great -lack of Ukra_mian clerg}f‘ whnle settlements were

formedr_—much of the commumty life was or'gamzed by peasants or ’

laymen, many of .whom championed the above-men:tloned 1deals Thése

political obje"t:.ves would have 1mportant :mehcatlons for the development

t

of community organizations. With little else in. Montreal to tie the’

their roots back home, even those whb did pot subscribe to

rahomanov's p‘ulosophy participated or were: lsolated 4 Therefore, in "

many cases, immigrants of many dwe;‘se pohtxcal and religious .

- persuasions belonged to the same assoc:.auor}s. ct e Tt
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. T orgaruzatlons, and mthm the hearts of uﬁlvmual Ukrainians, would later
l " elash in an open confhct that wouild have a serious effect én the-bilingual

l o school s_é'stemv - - ; , o \'*
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. To the out;sn:ier, Ukramlen com mum:ty iafe appeared to be bu:lt' on
strong homogeneous thpughts and ideals A review of .,he commhmty
orgazuﬁat.,‘gns"r"x;‘embefship show that the same names tend to repeat

; themseLves in each new assomation . But.; wt;en the commumty became

B}

I
!
[ better estabhshed, the J.mmlgrants began to show the_Lr pohtlcal and
i ' ideo;oglcal' ‘dlyergenme‘s,, WJ.th mofe groups estab}ishedr people began to
identify themselvee ; ‘w‘ith spec:fn.c polnn.cal dn:l.entat:i.ons or mterest
! groups. In Montreal, the estabhshmeﬁt of the Drahomanov Soc1ety may be
E considered a catalyst in the introductxon of groups w1i:h a more expressed
*  gspcdalist 1eamng. Grougs were beCOmmg 1derxt1f1ed by the:.r pollthal
!
[

phllosophles and the membersth hsts begln tor stabll:.ze around th:s t:Lme.

. thg assoc1at10ns whlch reflected. then.r personal polltlcal behefs.S

" '1"he poht;.cal and relig:.ous dnfferenoes at’ ‘the base of the lay.

The members of the Ukrauna:n commum.ty Were f:mdmg, and’ st:ay.mg w:.th, )

Lo 5'I‘he names of d:.fferent orgamzers and membe‘rs are merit:.oned' 'm the

[ . . Jubilee Bock Commemorating the 85th Anniversary of: Ukralman Séttlers in
; : ) Canada, Provmce of Quebec (1979' 307&308).‘ L NN
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+ _RIFT IN THE MONTREAL UKRAINIAN. COMMUNITY

.
—

»

Marunchak describes the Montreal  community '‘as more harronious and

' cp-éperati%re. compared with other Ukrainian Canadian com muriities _aé’ “hat-

proudes no - deta:.ls as to why unrest suddenly appeared thhln the

‘community. But consﬂermg the dJ_’Eferent pthosophlcal Rersuyasions of

Ukram.Lans, it is mte:resting to noté that«m 191&, the major event for the -

l " t{me; but says- this barmony ended ar?mnd 1910 (Marunchak,‘ 1972:99). He.
I :
l Ukra:.man community was the visit of Metropolltan Andx,u Shep‘yts‘kyl of

Lviv- and Blshop Soter Ortynsky of U.S. A. for an Eucharlstac Congress

being held in Montreal (Marunchak,_ 1970:210). ~It is entl.rely‘possmla
Tos

that the sudden rift c:.ted by Marunchak within the c0mmun1ty was the .

ll

. " direct result of thle. v:Ls:Lt There may be strong enough endence to

Ukraﬁuan church community and organlzat).ons in: Montreal 1eading up to

B

1910 provldes some mt:erestmg 1nformat1.on. IS ,

'
' . ~
t Ly -

[

The prov:.nce of Quebec supports the largest _Roman Cathohc

pulatl.on in Canada and therefore, the Ukralm.an immigrant found no

lack of churches to attend Uk.ra:man Cathohc:sm is a part of the eastern

e

Orthodox fai‘th and is fundamentally d:fferent from the behefs and

‘. N . -, - . “ n
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T o substam:l.ate this bypothesm In thls context the backgromd Of the .
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rituals of the sLatin or Western Roman Catholic Church. Ukrainians knew

a little about the- Rou\ap, Catholic Church from having been exposed to the

religious traditions of their ‘Polish-neighbours. It was also a faith, or

institution, they were very suspicious of.
- %
Q‘ ~ =z T "‘

o

The Roman :Catholic Chui‘ch in Quebeé' was actually very +different

from the one they were fapiliar with back home. The d:fference often

confused the J,mmlgrants but did net decrease their uneasmess

about this “

* form of Catholicisn’, In additi.gm there were numerous other’ reJigiqus

N 4, * N
. denominations in Montreal. Several sects - believed it their ‘duty to

attract the Ukrainian immigrant to their churches. SQ'me of tl}e"

J.mmlgrants in Montreal came from villages with progressn.ve se

cular 1deas

'and so were unwilling to subordinite themselves to the C¢ergy.v These

advances by the churches were often met with def;ance. An indiifation

that the church lacked crealeJJ.ty with' some ;.n the commumty is the

populan.ty of the fo]_!.owmg joke: "In ‘Canada there is no God

one gave Him a ticket for the boat" (Davidowych, 1963:55).

4
I

Across the Amerlcan cont:ment there was a great lack of ﬁkra:man

because no

.
R &

Rl.te prlests to serve the Galicians. The Ukrainian Rite (thus Ruthenus)

(Kazymyra, 1984: 1) d:_ﬁfers from the Latm Rite or the Catholic Church in \“ y

Rome. Some of the most ob\uous var:.atmns include the ceremonies, the w

hmrg:.cal vestments 2 and the option to marry before ordination for
¢ s N ' ~

prlests ‘Tt was this marital option that led to Ukrainian pri

" . -
-, -

§stsbeing -

yor
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barred from the continent. The Roman ‘Ca"iﬂ)olic clergy in North America
3 ! N

" were ~vehement1y opposed to hav:in;; any Ukrainian marriedl priest in Nort.i)\ .’
, Amer:nca, fearmg 1t would arouse indignation and ﬂl—feeh.ng among then.rf

N

éw'n‘ pnesthood.» The - Roman Cathohc Church authoritles agreed‘
(Marunchak, 1970:100). The result was #4hat only unmarried clergy were
a]lowed to work in the U.S.A., and thls §ame rule was soon applied to

-5

Canada (Marunchak, 1970:100),

Montreal received only a few Ukrainian priests in transit to western
Canada who stopped over to hear confessions and give a service in one of
the :Pl'oman ‘Catholic churches. .These visits were infrequent. The lack of
church and clergy led some Ukrainians to change ‘over to the Latin Rite

(Marunchak, 1970:209).

i

K]

. The people most active 1n the secular orgam.zauons were not oft:en\
themselves active supporters of the Church. However, they recognized
that for many Uk.ralmans thélr church participation was central to then: )
Ukran.m.an z.dentity aqd culﬁhral independence. - In addition, Ukralman_ |
pnests could aJ,ways be counted on as people who could read and er.te

and who were therefore J.mport:ant in passing along: 1mportant information

. to the community and speak.:l.ng on behalf of the community.
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As long -as people intended to continue - their religious faith, the

activist organizations wanted the priests and the Rite to be ’Uk.rai.rﬁ.an

_ If there were to be pnests in ﬂae community, better that they be aJJ.J.es.
This was a pos:.tl.on of comprom:n.se and, as w:.ll be mentmned later, did

not mean the Jay organizations were ever wn_u.mg to aJ_'low the Church a '

primary, dommant role in the life of the Ukramz.an commumty. o .

]

4

Nevertheless, the "Self-Help Association®. ‘and ‘the "'kaain:ian

Association" were alarmed by their people switching over to the Latin
/ .

" Rite. In 1907 the Canadi'a'.‘n,- Farmer, in an open letter addressed to

Ukrainian Canadian priests . stressed the urgency of g:i.vi.ng spiritual care

to this community it Montreal (Marunchak, 1970:209).° In 'reply, Rev.

Navkratij Xryzhanowsky, . OSMB, was brought to Montreal from Westernr

Canada. Several hundred Ukrainians greeted the priest’ and,\ his first
service was held in the Churcb of Re;iemptorist Fathers on McC:mIi Street
(Marunchak, 1972:97). But he soon returned to the éra:i.ries. The sébtlers
iaad to wait a full year before his return. 'The service'ond the second

visit was held in the Church of St. Evzevius (Marunchak, 1972:97), but

,ragain, it was a short stay. During this seecond visit, people began to.

v
+

L discuss how to érganjze a permanent church comr'n,i‘ttee.' The idea was

lost with the’ Reverend's departure. L

5o
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- . French Redemptorist \prlests from the prairies also served the

community for short pequs of tn..;ne. During these visits no further.
discussi

o
’

"t

are recorcjed regarding*the organizing of a parish.

The church, did not greatly influence the development of 'the

commumty untll ‘the Sheptyts'kyl visit of 1910. Some of the

e

:unma.grants, touched by ms visit, were encouraged to begln a permanent

_church committee.

* ! N ' ! te
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' The numerous' Ukraiki acti.ve social democrats were organized into, . .

the “progress:.ve", or so-Salled "commum.st“ pa.rt:Les (Kelebay, 1980: 79)
. Mom:real had three branches

Center and ‘Ropery Streel'.'s where: they owned their own buﬂd:.ng 'and‘

" another on Prince Artl)ur Street in the "Central Slum" area (Ke]ebay,
‘ 1980:79). The object:wes of these orgamzauons were sometimes in open‘
‘conflict with the plans to build a strong mﬂpentlal church. This conflict
could easily have ‘been-the cause of. the 'rift that Marunchak describes

?

- within the Montreal community. * ° ’

4

The first permanent prlest, Rev. Dr.,. Carlo Erm:LJ, arri\(ed at the” a
begmm.ng of July 1911~ (Ukra:l.man Golden ‘Age Club "Tryzub" of Montreal, -

1979: 49) . on July 16, ‘1911, the "Gree?c Cethollc Ruthenian Church of St.
"-Mi_chaeys" was orgenizea and a church co;\mittee elected. On Se;;l:iami:er
2,1911, the fJ,rst entries were made into.the new Uk,r,a.lman parish's

A

& "

-one in Lachme, one in Pomt St. Charles at B
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official book of birth records, which was enti.tl.ed "Nbuvelle Paroisse

Romaine ‘de Montréal." ‘That the entire’ Ukrainian: community dnd not

i

support this newi church life 1s revealed in 'one sentence in a
commemorative book - wrltten in 1948: "The beg:l.nm.ngs were difficult

\‘\
because the Social Rad:.ca]s would dJsrupt our meetmgs

B3
f .

The secular orgamzatxons likely felt that the church would challenge
tbe.Lr ex;stence It was the soc:.ahsts ' not the Church, who had a
h15tory of strong involvement in the social and 'cultural life of the
people from the beginning of the Ukrainian co’mmumty. They were the

ones who had worked to organize and provide mater:.al help for’ the

! xphysxcal and emotlonal well being of their struggh.ng fe]low Aimmigrants.

They were ‘certainly, not willing to have the Church come in and assume

!

leadership within their community. .. b

- The new par‘ish was e@t&hﬁshed in what is now the Frontenac area.
Por the first five years, services were held :m the F,repch church of st.
Antoine on the‘ corner of LaGauchetié.re and Plessis Streeté (on the site
presently occupiea’ by the ‘Canadian Broadcasting qu;poration complex).
It is worth noting that the' secular Ukrainian organizations all started in
Point St. Charles, but the first parish began in the Frontenac area. "1"he
ypopulation base had (nort )sh:ifted dramatically enough to explain why the
Church was located there. In fact, a second priest, Rev. Dwulit, was

sent to the Point soon' after Rev. Ermij's arrival. Also, both Rev.
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‘Ermij and Rev. Dwulit lived in the Point (Borecki, 1948:21). It seems |

safe to conjecture the reason why: the church did not start in Point St

Charles. Most assocmh.ons were meeting in the Point, mclud.mg the

- socialists and the rad.lca:ls According to one soﬁrce “Ukreuuans in the

Pomt had little interest with the work in the religious E;.e " (Boreck:.,

‘ R [ N b

1948 21)

The socialist forces were poseibly strong’ -enou;gh that these

ru

residents were interested in secular, rather than religfous affiliation.

N

People interviewed admit there were p%oble,‘r‘ns: o

There were socialists and radicals, enemies of’ -
the church and religion in general. These people L
- can be considered lucky or unlucky — did not .
leave our church but from the inside created all .
sorts of unbelievable problems and rebellion .
(Ukrainian Golden Age Club "Tryzub" of K
Montreal, 1979:51-52). -

In summary, the western agricultural and eastern urban Ukrainian

immigrants were confronted by vastly different living conditions. In the _

industrial cities, specifically Montreal, these condltxons accelerated the y
development of socially consqious secu]ar groups whose stated obJectlves
were to provide for . the physa.cal and materaal needs of the settlers_:.‘
dun.ng times of economic hardshlp, unemployment or following a work

accident. L . '



" local theatre and held dances.

'

g ‘"\ Within a short time these- societies broadened their function and

' became the social focus of their community as well. They organized

p g

[ 4

Isolated from the main stream ‘of -English and French social life,

Ukralmans of diverse interests were drawn to their social centres for -

help in adjusting to their new lives and to ensure the preservation of

“their Ukrainian culture and identity.

At first, the Ukrainian community in Montreal réflected an overall

¢

homogeneity, but in time different social and political values began to
emerge. A rift is recorded within the comlnunity following the visit of

Metropolitan Sheptyts'ky:l in 1910 when the first real attempt to organize

a Ukra:man re!;uglous pansh in Montreal began. This earliest parish 'was‘

located out51de of the estabhshed original Ukrainian cem mun:Lty in ‘Point

St Charles. It was located instead in the Frontenac area, even though

the pnest of the pansh himself lived in the Point The lay

orgam.zattons whlch act:.vely endorsed and followed ‘the somallst working

class politics o&i Drahomanov were strong in Pomt St. Charles and

prevented the Church from assun'u.ng the leadersh:.p and dommant role in
their neighbourhood, - . '
. - Ve — !I
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' - and systems would be best for educating the Ukrajnian youth..
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The following chapter., will trace how <the Church-dominated
~ - had
i o
I educational system in. Montreal reacted to its own fears that Ukrainian.
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school children were introducing socialist ideology into the schools.
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g Diégut'es-‘ arose between conservative and traditionally oriented

Catholic followers and those with more faith in the work of the labour
oriented - community groups. One of the battlegrounds for these. disputes

ended up being the:gchools, Big differences arose over which methods
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( “ Most smdles concerned with the beginning‘ of Ukrainian egucauon m
Canada have concentrated on schools in the western provinces* - maJ.nly
Manitoba, Alberta, and Saskatchewan. Previous research:;h'as) focused'
primarily on the effectiveness of the western bilingual school prégramme :
which was created for the newcomers at the begmnmg of the ce:rbury,

on the struggle of Ukrainians within the different provinces regarding tﬁe
fate of these schools. This research ‘focuses on an analysis of the -

sitnation in the province of Quebec, where Ukrainians were also given

(during the same time perioé) bilingual schéols and classes.

ha This chapter will document the existence of bilingual ethnic school‘s"
.-and, more spec:.flcally, pubhc bﬂ_mgual Ukrainian classes in Mom:real
durmg the, f:.rst half of ‘the cenmry The existing documentati.on “on

. Ukramlans in Mont.real dun.ng that t:.me penod mdl.cates much

¥ dlscrgpancy in mfox:matmn regag:dmg the educah.onal opt:n.ons ava:.lable to"
- Ukrainian immigrants. The fo]lo\ﬂmg discussion will attempt to clanfy

>

problemareasasmuchaspossﬂale - . . lr“ o
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- The CaEnoﬁc Church in Quebec pleyed a vital role in all eduéatic;n ]
in the province. ‘Tt regarded itself as the sole agent responsi.ble. for
education. Any attempt by government or secular - groups to mtervene in
education was considered an, attack ‘on the social orderx of Quebec.
ScHod.ls were seen as a_ means of 3 socmhzmq the -populatlon. in order to
produce good ci.tizens. | > - » . '

CES

- . P -
’

Immigration -'-brought \}erious foreign elements into tne provﬁ'nce ﬂ;et

e

\’V

.~ were cons:.de ed alien and undtes:.rable to ‘those in authonty in Quebec. C.

\ Ukra.xmans, w1’ch their, d:lﬁerent form of the Catholic rehglon and o
presentatron of "a unfam:.har type of political exposure presented a
potent;al threat to the exn.stmg System. Some way had to be constructed

~ to draw Ukra:.m.ans into the soc1ety, but in a harmless way - ergo the
bﬂ_mgual ‘classes. R .

.

- The :meetus to establish bilingual\'classes“\'witmn the p\Jbiic school -~
system came from the ‘catholic’ Church and ‘the ﬁontreal Cathohc School

N Commlssz.bn. The c]asses were not the result of struggle on, the part of’

OV

Ukra:mans to ma:.ntam their nat:Lve language as ‘had been the case in the -
west, - Ukramlan language classes 'were an atiempt to bring Ukram:i.ans .
into the Catholic school system ‘ and render them tf'immune" to other
secular ;nfluences. This chapter will document the Catnolic Church's .-
control of education in Quebec and its decision to set up bz.h.ngual
classes, It will show the efforts by the Thurch to maintain these

e
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classes, especially after the First World War when it panicked over the
spread of socialism and comminism. It will also describe the differing
attitudes Ukrainian parents had regarding these classes. ' o

CHURCH INFLUENCE IN EDUCATION

- / ‘

’ The pohtl.cal structure” _established in Canada at the time * of. :
| Confederatl.on was favourable to church mﬂuence in the’ prov:mce of A
Quebec¢. The provmceSI lwere,g:.ven qulsdlct:.odn in those ﬁle]:ds that ‘the

| Catholic Church in Quebec already had _control\ ox}ex - education, v_pukil_'ic
health, property and civil . rights. Religion was one 'of the basic
- elements of Quebec's dual scheol syséem. The Quebec government», at.

-donfederati.on, was, cont:ent with nort having even an advisery role m v

-.

L

. education in Quebec- (Idnt:eau, 1983:196).

Durmg the 19th centui'y the chui'c}; reinforced its controili-ng
mﬂuence over pubhc mst.ruc\:\.on. Quebec was then a pa@hwofk Joﬁ
numerous sma]l school boards. Most boards were controlled by thg local o
- Cathollc panshes, ,and ' followed .the administrative and curnculum;
dec:s:.ons of the local hishops -and pr:ests - The Quebec Provmcnal School ,
Law of 1846 made the .cities of Montreal and ‘Quebec except:.ons to the
- schooél admgns\trat:.on plan. Both were g:.ven the privilege of- hav.mg two

' distinct school: commissions - one for Catholits and one for Protestants.
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the clerical h:Lerarchy to powerful clergy members. . . - 6«, : _'

'CHURCH EDUCATIONAL ROLE CHALLENGED - s .

i 0 , o’ ) -
s 2 .
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Tt was the Catholic section in Montreal that ma)l‘de ‘_pi'ov'i.sions: for’

specnal ethmc classes. Montreal's Catholic educational system at the
begmn;ng of thJ.s cenmry ‘was- fragmented among .some forty school

. .commissions. . The largest one “was the Montreal Catholic School

Commi“ssion (M.C.S.C.). The M.C. S C. was further divided intb Enghsh

~

'and French secuons. The dommant mﬂuence of the Citholic Chtn:ch on

"school affairs is ev1denced by the fact that both the M.C. SC.

dlrectﬁrshlp and ‘school~ committee- preadency positions were awarded by

o
g N N

.. R a

4 : 2 »

Urban life destabilized the traditionaf parochial equilibrium. ‘The'

church's tg\ctics in new urban areas‘ were to establish ﬁ.rst a large

. number of parlshes to divide the terntory as mmutely as, possxble and

" then, to set up a panoply of organizations’ almed at ensurmg ef}fectwe

leadershlp of the population. Determined * to exténd 1ts mflueﬁce into

‘numerous organJ.zatLons that were nort strictly re]:l.gmus, the church did

not hes:.tate to :mtervene wherever 1t saw a threat bo its dommance.

1 '
¢ v g I
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»
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mdustn.alized poP\ﬂ.at:Lon of Quebec began to cbaJlenge the church's power .

The church was not ready to relmqulsh control ‘ feo S L
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By the end of the nmeteenth century, the grow.mg urbanlzed and . T
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START OF BILINGUAL CLASSES FOR IMMIGRANT CHILDREN

It was not until a meeting on October 12, 1909, that the minutes of
the Meetings of Commissioners of the Montreal Catholic School ‘Commission
mentioned immigrant children. In the 1909 report, it suddenly seemed
importaﬁt to quote statistics regarding the number of foreign children
attending M.C.S.C. schools. Reports before this date do not at all refer
to this or similar data The number quoted was 675 pupils (Montreal
Catholic School Commission Deliberations, September 24, 1904 to August
3, 1910:391). There is no record of the ethnic origin of foreign chjldren\

and no discussion about the s:Lgm.ﬁcance of the number.

The next mention of ethnic groups in School Commission minutes
came almost two years later, on May 23, 1911. M. le Chanoine Roy gave
notice that at the next meeting the Commission should make the proper
arrangements to promote, the education of Catholic children of foreign
nationalities (Montreal Catholic School éom mission Deliberations, Comité
des Ecoles, 1910-1913). No details are available as to which foreigners
he meant or to what was considered "proper arrangements". The Montreal
Catholic School Commission conceded that foreign groups whose children
attended particular schools in sufficient numbers would be éermitted to
have their language used and taught in the first twok grades by teachers
of their own nationality (Bayley, 1938:256). The nﬁnﬁjces of the August
24th 1911 meeting indicate that the foreigi student question was studied

-89 — ,
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and resolved with the recemmendation to begin the process by opening an
Italian \class in St. Helen School (Montreal Catholic School Commission
Deliberations, 1910-1913). This is the first reference to an ethnic class _

within a riérmal schodl.

There is no indication that these bilingual classes arose by .
interactdon with the ethnic communities and the School Commission. Thejr
were established by the School Commission, according to motives and

-
v

intentions not discussed with the Committee.
3

Many immigrant groups were granted special classes in thei.;' ethnic
lanquages, where there existed a suff1c1errt number of children. ' In
addition to the aiready mentioned Italian classes, the minutes of the
M.C.s.C. record the ope_m'nc;of Chinese, Lithuanian, Polish and Ukrainian
classes. . All of the classes were set up without consultation with the
ethnic groups involved. The children. arrived at the school and were

automatically directed into the bilingual-classes.

During the years of greatest debate regarding bilingual education in
the western provinces, the province of Quebec was actively accomodating -
the different immigrant\ children within their public schools. Th\e
Montreal Catholic School Commission granted money and rented buildings
for the newly arrived immigrant children. Ethnic teachers were being.
hired or even imported from the immig‘z:a’nt's ﬁome countries (as in the

.Chinese case) to teach these.classes. The Ukrainian story follows.

e .
-90 -
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Ukrainian Bilingual Classes: Ukrainian families who arrived with school

age children created classification problems for the school authorities.
Early Ukrainian immigrants found themselves in working <class areas
populated, typically, by numerous English-speaking Irish Ca;molics and
many French-speaking French Catholics. The Latin Rite priests of the
M.C.S5.C. knew very little or nothing about Ukrainians, or "Ruthenians”,
and knew even less about the Ukrainian Catholic Rite and its religious

traditions. Arriving leaderless, with no Ukrainian priests or higher
L .

authorities to explain the situation, the immigrants found themselves in.

an uncomfortable position. They were confused about which system to

send their children to - the English or the French.

-
o

Not one Ukra:.rg/a.m&mmlgrant from that time period who agreed to be
21 :

interviewed was able to give clear answers fegaréipg ‘the political

parties and efforts involved in establishing bilingual classes. Most said
that the classes just began. No records exist at the beginning of the

century of any movements, activities or petitions by U)g&:ainiané'r

themselves on the question .of education. ‘Orie\ interviewee was quick to

add that there did not .exist much time oOr even interést‘ m education. .

The families were large, and securing food and clothing fér the ¢hildren

‘was more important than sending them to school.

Fl
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The number of school age Ukrainian childrem—was not as’high as in
the west. By 1911 Ukrainians,in Montreal were geographically scatte'i:ed
about Point St. Charles, St. Lawrence and Frontenac areas, impeding the

construction of one central .Ukrainian bilingual school. “The deliberations

. which led to the final decisions of Ukrainian children as being considered

Catholics do not exist in the meetings of the Commissioners of that time.

) véhere\ numbers existed, the school authorities created special classes.

&

As Ukrainian settlements in Montreal fluctuated, so did-the classes. No

real stability existed, except in Point St. Charles. ' New immigrants

'cont:inually found their way there because of lower rents and industry.

Bilingual Ukrainian classes existed here fromr-the beginning'to the end of.

the bilingual program.

¢

R .
N . .
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The arrival of some Ukrainian brothers to the Montreal area spa‘wned
Ukra:lman education for Ukrainian ch:ldren It is not known whether
prior to this Ukrainian children even attended school . According to
Hrymak-Wynnycka, in 1909 Archbishop Bruch/esi of Montreal r-qulested‘two;
Brothers, O. Kuziva and V. L;dyka (later a bisi'ao;’p) , to teach cathechism
to Ukrainian. children in Point St. Charles every Sunday in. the Irish

Church's basement (Hrymak- Wynnycka, 1964:45). No numbers are

‘available as to how many children participated. Ancther article also

.. \ . _ o
cites Ukrainian Brothers from the Grande Seminaire teaching catechism to

® N s v , -
Ukrainian children in Point St. Charles (Ukrainian - Golden Age Club

| "Tryzub" of Montreal, 1979:48). The soyrce does not give the year this /

/
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occurred, but claims that these classes lay the foundation for the first
all-day Ukrainian schools in ontzeal (Ukrainian Golden Age Club
"Tryzub" of Montreal, 1979:48). Details on the events leading to

. e . ’ . A
permission of Ukrainian day classes are not available. ﬁ

The beginhing of the bilingual Ukrainian classes in Montreal is
recorded as 1910. by Hrymak-Wynnycka{ (1964) and 1912 by M;runchak
(1970) and Lupul (1982). 'Both Marunchak and Lupul claim the existence
of four c_;las:ses learning Ukrainian and Freanch. Marunchak cites four
claéses teaching Ukrainian in the morning and French in the afternoon’

S

(Lupul, 1982:236; Marunchak, 1970:149).

After exhaustive interviews carried out by this author, "the
conclus:.on is that the first b:.lmgual Ukrainian classes in Montreal began
in the year 1911, and not 1910 or 1912. Two such classes were s
introduced, one for Ukrainian boys in Sarsfield School and one for the
_girls in Notre Dame des Anges School. Both schools were located close
to one another in Pomt St. Charles. Sarsfleld was an Enghsh Catholic
) Elementary Boys' School, while Notre Dame des Anges (Our Lady of
Angels) was a“French Cathohc Elementary Girls' School. N;?t one person
,conﬁ.rmed half-day UkraJman and half-day French classes. The langudges
taught were Ukrainian in the morning and English in the afternoon. Both*
classes were taujht by lay ﬁeachers who had been {eachers in the
,Ul;raine.' The boys had a Mr. Kowbel, the g:l.r]s Maria Turchéniak—Katzko

a

 (Davidowych, 1963:63).
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The_ discrepancy between the accounts of the interviewees and those
of Lupul and Marupchak likely stems from the names of the schools

involved. In the records of the Montreal Cetho]ic School Commission,

mo3t schools — English or French - were named either by the name of the

closest Catholic Parish or by French names of Saints. Lack of awareness

) of this fact, can lead out to easily assume a school to be a French

language school with" instruction in French on the basis of the school

name. Perhaps earlier researchers presumed that class_es, in a French

name instittion, ‘would be taught in French. An additional pecularity is

that most often” it was the French schools that shared their premises with

the ethnic classes. Hpwever, within these classrooms, it was English

and not French that was taught as a second language.

S
- Hg:x;mak-Wynnyclca cites the examples of catechism classes bemg held

~in 1909, in the Irish Church basement and, the following year; of

professor Kowbel's teaching in St. -Gabriel's School. The transition from

~ the E:hur¢h basement to the .school the following year appears to be

loq;cal However, aocorda.ng to a member of Mr. Kowbel's family, -Mr.
Kowbel began tea‘chmg ‘Ukrainian classes m Sarsfield School in the year .
1911 and not 1910 as Hrymak- Wynnycka laims. Moreove:, St. Gabriel"
School was ‘run. by the Order of the Sisters of the Holy Cross, and no

-

male teacher Js known to have taught in the bu:ldmg .



The age of the ch:ldren attendmg the first classes varied

d .

treme.ndously - rangmg between 5 and 12 - but all were in the same

classroom. The classes were overcrowded with up to 57 children in one
room. Ukra:.m,an was taught in the first grades by Ukrazman‘lay teacheré
and spec1al rehg:.ous instruction was given by Ukra:nman clergy.
Q i ' . o . -
‘ = 4 ’ N ‘ ¢ ’ P e T
sulﬁ"ect's taught in Ukrainian ’ were 'reading and writing,

-

. literature, poetry, rellgn.on, hlst:ory and geography of Ukr:a:.ne. Half the .

déy; approx1mately 3 hours, was in Ukranman, the rest was in English,

No spe01al person was delegated to mspect or set up the Ukralm.an
curncu]nm- the teachers were left to their own resources. Usually
textbooks from Ukraine were used. The estaphshed English curriculum
was usedwfor allregu.'lar classes. : ’ ( ) - ,‘@n’

¢ A
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A cun.ous factor is how the children within the bilingual classes
managed to follow the regular school curnculum, especmlly they were

' permn.tted to study a half-day in their own ethmc language. “"The answer

to th:Ls quest:.on has - not ‘surfaced m any- previous written documentation

'but only through interviews of students attending the early bitingual

Ukrainian classes. To illustrate: on paper a certain- school had 4
di.’fferentmcrai:ﬁan classes, e.g. lA, iB;’ 2a.and 2B. In appearance this
looks like these were 2 grades at each level Suchi was not the case.

Upon compleftwn of grade 1a, the student would not be promoted to grade -

vy

3
. .
‘. : . <



‘ g:lassroom .-
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2, but rather to grade 1B. It \&Q{ould take a &camg.an s_-tsudent two ye:e:s

to complete one grade level and therefore compensate for the los§ of time

in the r curriculum. EvEh iwith this drawback, Ukrainian childrén

continued to attend the hﬂmgual classes. Thls would make the Ukrainian . .

child much older than his fellow Enghsh smdem:s in & regular English

-

Oh September 16, 1913, St. Jean Evangéliste School, . a French

'pnmary school in Point St. Charles, opened a c.'Lass for Rutheu.an g:.rls

(Montreal Cathohc School Co@glssmn Deliberations, 1911-1916) .
On Oct:ober 14, 1913, st. Anselme School, in the central. part of

Montreal, requested funds to set up a spec:al class for Ruthem.an'
f %}‘ .

; children. These funds: were to be’ prov:.ded according to ‘the number of

students from the ne:ghbourhood reg:stered for the class., The ~

Commissioners also agreed to contribite money to pay for a teacher‘

(Montreal Catholic School Commission’ Deliberations, 1911-1916). In a’
picture taken in 1913 with the children seated at their djsks with their

teacher in the background, forty—three hoys and girls are photographed
'(and it seems that some children may have been cut out).

0 ¢
-~ . . *

By the year 1913, there were four iﬂcrajnian-Engl:ish classrooms set

© up in- four dlfferent schools 1If -one calculates a low average of 40

*chﬂdren .per c]assroom, approxlmately 160 chﬂdren attended the spec:al
bilingual classes. a c ' S
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The lay teachers hired were on the Sghool Commlssion payroll.

el

However, it is not known if they were pa1d on the same salary scale as

4

regular teachers in the Commiission. gAlso, it is riot known if the priests
[ . ‘

making regular visits to the classes to teacht religion were also paid for

A )
"o

their services.

. “ ’ - ! o

' The imma’.grants ceﬁtn‘nued to arrive and more'classes were constantly

needed. Accordmg to_a report submltted to the Department of Public

Instruckion of the prov:mce of Quebec in 1914-1915, the number of all

"types of classes had greatly increased in the Montreal area from 1505 in |

the year 1914 to 1640 classes in 1915, an increase of 135. - _Becords show

_that more were reqm.red (Montreal Cathiolic School Com mission

Deliberations, 1915-1916:116). The pressure of numbers on the existing

schoql facilities added to problems\ of health, and safety in the hmited

school space. There was not adequate school §pace in the. city for thé

original French and Enghsh populat:.c_:n even without considering the added

burden of groviding for the education of immigrants.

~

- N ‘

- In 1915, a study of the educational facilities available to the
"forelgn element" :m Morrtreal, concluded that "the total number of forelgn
chﬂdrep 1n Montreal without reguJaar school facilitieg_ would be about

] —

5 ooo" (COPP: 1974 67). The Comm15510n wég:ked at accomodatl.ng as many
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/H.L\dzen as possible. For example\, a decision was made on September

29, 1915, to rent at $70.00 a month a heated,, svept and washed store and
two dwellings to establish three new classes for the Polish and Ruthenian
children in the center of the city. The necessary alterations were made:
t’o provide classrooms and a teachirig staff was hired (Montreal Catho%ic
School Copmission Deliberations, 1913-1916:464). No mention is made of
how ma é:lasses were Poh'sl! andr how many Ruthenian. Also, ﬁp
‘information is‘ available as to how long: these accon;odations were used

and to which main school they were considered to be an annex.

On-‘Jurie 15; O191'5, a suggestion was upheld by the Commissioners to f

subsidize an extra $10.00 per school accomodating Ruthenian children.

".-Reasons are not given as to why this subsidy ‘was needed and there is no
explanation as to why only the schools accomodating the Ruthenians were

to receiv,é this money. On November 27, 1916, Meilleur School 1n central

. Montreal was perm:.tted to open a new class for Rutheman ch:tldren.

~

- Thé minut'es of the Comimissioners' meetings recorded sequential
openings of - Ruthenian or Ukrainian classes starting in Peint‘St. Charles,
and progressing ifito the ‘central part of the city. The openings coincided
with the'gden;og;aphic ﬁow of Ukrainian settlers within Montreal., .

. .. . .
. ..
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On Apn.l 3, 1917, the Director General decnded to open another c]ass 1
‘for Rutheman children. The location of the new cJass is_ unknown. On
April’ 1‘7_, 1917, a .ﬁx.rst_ record appears of a Ukramian teaching position
N " not to be .renewed for the following school year. The records do not
s?ho;u if a class was acl;u‘?lly eliminated or ]ust relocéteq, for, on ‘
'éeptemlae/r*&o, 1918, ff Commission opened a new UKrainian class in St.

Gabriel's School. i °

13

+ ' It appears the Montreal Catholic‘ School Com mission v;as making a
sincere and conqerted effort to accommodate the schooling needs of the
new mmlgram: population. 1In fact, records Jshow that ﬁ'.nding classroom
. space for ethnic bJ.hnguaJ. classes was a prlonty for the Commssmn, ‘at
a time when one would exgect 1ts major preoccupatlon to be to satisfy the
needs of the French Rom:ian Catholic population. .It is no comcxdence that
special efforts were made on behalf of the eastern Eurcpean immigrants.

]

- -
-

THE ROUGE SCARE IN THE MONTREAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL COMMISSION

oilowing is the evoiut:i.on of what may be reférred éto ‘as the Rowge”

or Bolshev:kx Scare of Montreal and, in particular, of the Montreal

' Cathohc School Commxss:.on.

13 - -
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\
° After. the FJ.rst World War, certain ethmc groups became very act:n.ve

in societies with commum.st idecdlogies. ,The Montreal Catholic School .

left their schools to attend the Protestant system.
-
The bilingua)], ethnic classes were affected by this exodus. Ways
: had to be found .of bringing these children back. into the Catholic schools
and, aoéording to the Catholic ‘Chtffch, back into the Christian way of
life. v
Lo ¢.

-~

° T ) ] ]

|

|

]

l : Cofmmission noticed that some of the children affected by these 1deolog1es

I

I

!

|

I d o The involvement of foreign workers in socia]ist' organizations and in
trade union activity across Canada :vas quite "pronounced'l;efore the war.

l ' Prominent businessmen, especially those assoéia}ted with labour-i.nter;sive

industries going t.hrough labour ﬁarest, were hostile to immigrant

l involvement in militant trade unions and socialist organizations. The

' coming of btt‘le First World War provoked demands from business circies

for -coercive measures against all.en wc;rkers. Foreign workers ’ from

}. 'Central and East:em European countries were officially classified during

. the War by the f‘ederal Goverpment as enemy aliens,

Busixhuess‘ and/ conservative labour groups; mostly in Western Canada,
demanded that all enemy aliens, either immigrants or naturalized
Canadisns, be dismissed from their jobs and thrown into internment

-~ cAamps. The Federal Government was hqt prepared to implement a mass
/ | .
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totally satur.

-Quebec was no exception. . s

f
- g A

internment pohcy, pnmanly becausé of the prolibitive cost involved® in

operating these camps. However, about 8,800 :melqrants were imprisoned '

across Canada between 1914 and 1920 and more than 5,000 were Ukrainians
(Maceluch, 1985, B-1).

The case for a repressive policy by the government was further -

@

strengthened in September ‘1918 by a report on so called alien radicalism.

The report points out the "Russians, Ukram:\ans and Finns, who are being
"‘-\

employed in mines, factories and c%aer industries are now being

with the Socialistic ° doctrir®s¥ which have been
proclaim y ‘the Boi.shevi]cl fact\:ion of Russia" (Avery, 1975:61). The |
panic was that these groups,' "if left unattended, could«',organize a revoli':l
here in Canada. Measures’ had to be taken tp abate ' these ethm.c
movenents, \ . o |
. ' e - \ |

The Ukrainian Social Dempcratic Party was bamned in Canada in <
1918. Tt re—-emerged under a new name, the Ukrainian Labour Farmer
Temple Aseociati:on :(U.’I:.F.T.I'\._) (Kolasky, 1979:3). Government
persecution of Ukrainians provoked antagonism and an ensuing increase in

the number of members in socialist centres (M‘artmchak, 1970:226) .




_. In the early 192(;'5, Montreal had three Labour Temples. The extent
of Ukrainian communist activities in Montreal is exemp]_i:ﬁed by their
relief fund set up after the 1921 Famine in Ukraine. Monel; was raised
by the Labour Temples across Canada and aid was sent to the str:lfken
areas. The Wiiuﬁpeg group and d&he other in Montreal pooled their

resources and had raised enough n{oneﬁ to purchase agricultural

'implements and set up two entirer communes in Ukraine (Kolasky,

1979:12).

The organizations placed great emphasis on educational, cultural and

social activities as a means of spreading the communist idealogy.®
1 . R “ A 3 -

‘The Labour Temp]es activities spread to the setting up of classes .

and lectures in the evem.ngs for children in Mcntreal under the

name "Robochi Shkoly" or Labour Schools. The schools stressed t}hat only

.they were capable of providing proper Ukrainian education fo‘x(' Ukrainian

children. Parents who were members, .pulled their children from the
— AN
bilingual classes, registered them in wregular -classes to learn English,

and sent them to Labour Schools to learn Ukrairiian.

6During the interviews with members of the Ukrainian community about
their experiences most were still very reluctant to discuss the strength
of, the socialists and Labour Temples in Montreal. Information had to be
pieced together from the sla.mpy acknowledgement of éach interviewee to

getafullpmture.

T - 102 ~

o7



Tl:le School Commission reacted by reminding the Labour Scﬁools that
Ukrainian priests ‘were responsible for the re]ici:;ious' tralmng in the .
special classes and that entranceto regular c;lasées should be refused.
Atheism was openly propagated in the Labour Telmple Halls, so parents‘
who di.d/ not want their children to receive religious training sent their

. J ) . .
children to the nearest Protestant school. Actions like these made the

Catholic Church in Quebec¢ anxious, ’

The maintainance of the Catholic tradltion was of prime importance
to the Roman Catholic Church ., Education had to be Catholic, charity had
to be Catholic, employer-employee félzfltions had to ‘be based on Catholic

" Christian principles (Linteau, 1983:533). Ukra.jnian’Catholics joining nthe
Labour Temples and sending their children £o ‘Protestant Schools was not

AN

acceptable to the Catholic Church. ) ) . )

- —

Tension developed between school officials and Ukrainian parents who

_stll Had children in the Cfatho]ic system. 'Some school ofﬁc::ials or
teachers regarded' Ukrainian childrén with open suspicion. They did not
refrain from overt specﬁ]ati.on in a classroom ,05: %ubllc ga&erim as to
why children were 'enrolled in Catholic school.s; if their principles were
"" not similar to the rest‘of the school. Children undergoing this abuse

_inevitably also switched to the Protestant.system.:
) \ , )

\ -
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,classes in the early 1920'5. ) . , ‘ oo

Other Ukra:man parents with children in the bﬂ.mgual classes began
to question the educational value of these classes. They were sceptical
about their children taking twice as long to ﬁmsh their education. The
end result was that max);' Ukrainian children refused to attend the higher

.grades because they felt they were too old. Parents raised their

.. apprehension that children were not 'learning enough English to become

functionally fluent in the short time spent in school. These parents also ‘
opted for English only education in the regular elasees. ' [

e

On October 23, 1923, the Ukrainian Readlng Society Prosvﬁ:a sbarted"
a "Children's Soc1ety." One evenmg a week a Ukrainian teacher taught
Ukrainian language, reading, wn.t:.ng and culture classes. The chﬂdren
hadtobetenyearsofagetogmn ItlsnctclearzftheSocLetywas
set bUp to rival the Labour Temple Halls or merely to seérvice the .
chxldren whose parerrts wanted them to learn Uk:a:.m.an in t.he evemngs
rather than in the bilingual day cJasses. / |

o —

The four above-mentioned points - the Labour Si:hools, suspici.ons of
off:.cnals, double time in school and the avaﬂabmty of evem.ng Ukra:m.an
classes - diminished the number of Ukrainian chﬂdren in -the b:.].mgual :

-
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~ In 1923, the public education system of Queb?c underwent a tug
. change. Primary education was extended from four years to six years,
and a complementary primary course was added to include a seventh'and
eighth year of school. In the complementa‘x:y primary course, the pupil
. had industrial, commercial and domestic sciehce options.

- ) . \

The bﬂ.mgual classes were also extended with some ethnic groups

o

. having these classes until the sucth le «ﬁl Ukraini.ans ’ha‘d the d.aeses_

extended until gradel four. _This move- mcreased the need for more

Y

Ukrainian teachers.

In 1924, P@hblshop G Gauthier of Quebec appealed to B:Lshop Budka
in western Canada to prbvide some Ukralru.an teaching nuns for. t.he pubhc
school system (Popow1ch, 1971:103). On August 23, 1925, four Ukrainfan
Sisters of the Cong;;egathn 'of Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate
'a;rrived. . They we‘re\ the ﬁ.rst Ukrainian s:Lsters to settle ir;‘Mentreal.
Teaching' posi‘;:ions‘ were assigned in two French schools, -St. John the
Baptist and \;Jeanne ‘Mance (Popowich, 1971:i04). "I_‘hey taught 1_'e]jgion,
Ukrainian and English. | o '

It is uncert?.n whether the names of the schools are correct or if
- error repeated itself in the ‘_r:ngliéh ‘translation. It is possible that St.
John the Baptist is St. Jean Ewangéliste in Point St. Charles. To further

confuse"}thé issue , the School Commission files show -thdt for the school
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' Ukrainian classes in Montreal. ' 5 >

.
o

year 1925-1926, in.St. Angelme School in the Section des Eldves de
”Langues étrang"éres, two classes of Ruthenian boys and girls existed in
the building. One was taughf by a lay teacher and the other by a

Ukrainian Sister of the Cohgregation of Sister Servants of. Mary
Immacu]ate. The same file records -a mcralman Sister teaching a
Ruthenlan class in the gmrls' pavillion in Jeanne Mance School Therefore,
the records pomt to more than two schools that hired Uk.ra:man S:Lsters.
The © S:.sters introduced Saturday and Sunday classes for students who
attended schools where the bn.hngua.l opt:l.on did not exist (Popow:.ch,

Lamdity

1971 104)
<N

. More Sisters arrived for the school year 1926-1927 to téach Enghsh )

and Ukramlan in two French schools = Notre Dame des Anges and St. Jean
Evangellste in Pomt St. Charles (Popowxch, 1971:104).

v

A

Accordmg to one of the Sistérs, before the beginning .of the classes '
for. the school Year 1926—1927, all ‘the Sisters went on a door—to—door‘ )

campaign visiting Ukranman families in Pomt St. Charles. They.lnquz.red
if the children were planm.ng to attend the b:.h.nqual classes' if the
answers were negative, they diligently worked at trying to convince
families \to change their minds. Some families relented end returned their

children to the sﬁec:ial cla,sses; These were noE\ the families who

frequented the Labour Temple Halls.  For a short while, the arrival of
the Sisters boosted the participation of Ukrainian children in some of the
bilingual classes. In the year 1926, there were a total of eight hilingual



v . ‘
3 - s

'. Unable to supply an adequate number of Ukrammn students in all the

areas of Montreal, many of the classes were multxlevel Grade 1l to

<

grade 3 or 4 were in one room with one teacher in order to keep the

.-

bilingual classes in operation. ) .

-

Confrontatlons corrn.nued between school offlmals, teachers ;nd

\ »

Ukra:.m.an smdents . Ukrainian prlests who corresponded with the School
. Board reglstered compla.mt's of Ukra:\.‘m.an cm.ldren being reprimanded or

—

punished. for not attending services in the local Latin gltea_pansh.
'Y ,"

One leﬁ:er by a Ukrainian priest reported a case of a girl, from a
school run by Latin the SJ.sters, being told that 'if she wanted to attend .
ﬂme Ukranuan church on Sundays, she would_ have to attend another
school. - . - ' , ‘ ' ’

Other cl'uldren in the normal Cathollc schools w:Lthout the spec1a1‘
bﬂ.mgual classes were forced to prepare for the sacraments from the

LatmR:Ltechurch o B ‘ S
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- Some of the, *schools harbouring the, b.llmgualc]asses Created _a
separate recess for the Jethnics". Ukrainian parents dld not want their
children isolated. Actions like ‘these' _continued to antagonize qthosie,
Ukrainians who Sent their children to the bilingual clasees. |

‘ . Ty !

. Con.frontat:ons developed between Ukra:.ruan children attendmg the’
bz.LLngual classc-s and. Ukra.lm.an children atbendmg the, Labour Temple
schools. Practmsmg Cathohcs feared their ch:ldren were com:.ng face to:‘ )
face . w:Lth co'nmumsm and children. who had-. been fnends were warned by
parent.s not to speak to each other Fights broke out on cxty ‘streets |

between students of dlfferem: mandolin- orchestra,s and choral groups.

]
.-

The peax of orgamzatb.onal work for the Labour Temples was reached
in the 1930'5, espec:xally dunng and :unmed:ately after the Great

"Depfession. Ma.ny of the unemployed Ukrainians trymg to find a solution

to thelr economc problems turned to the 'Temples. The number in the

bJ.ngual classes continued to drop.-, Theseldrop outs were not ignored by

' -

the Commission. N . ; o .
A > ) ' ’
.

‘On July 15, 1934, a Ukranuan pr:n.est in Mom:real wrote a letter to

" the Commission hopmg that it would aid him to find a common solut:.on to

the . proble'n of the diminishing number of du.ldren in the bilingual
classes. In ms ‘letter, the priest claims he had spoken from the pulpit'
at St. M:chael's Par;sh and personally * visited homes_.of Ukrainians to
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encourage them to register their children. His efforts had failed. Even
more discofr‘agi.ng was. that children at;tending the regular elasses a;d
those in the Protestant schools were not attendmg any church services. .
<#The pnest suggested that the best way to solve the problem was to have
the Commission give mstruct:ions to all px:mc1pals that- all Ukrainian
children be autématicaﬁly registered in Ukrainian classes and encouraged .

to attend mass . in the:.r own Rite (Montreal Cathohc School Com mxssxon,

- "
-

"Accueil aux Im mlgram:s Ukrainiens).
=4 -

The School Commission-described the problem, as the infiltration of
communist ideologies into the schools. Their ohly solutiori was to’ alter.
what was presumed to be un—Chr:Lst:an behavmr and to red:\.rect the

students into the bilingual classes and into the Catholic school structure.

A

The redirection: effort ‘oﬁéﬂ failed. The numbers 1n some b;:.h.néual
classes dropped to such minimal participation that eiasses closed. |
. oﬂ \ : v

 On September 17, 1935, the Ukrainian class in Sarsfield School fell .

v1ct1.m. Only elght pup:ls rega.stered. Prior to-the: clogmg, the Ukramian K
pastor was given, an extension of six -days to £find more pup:.ls He
failed. The-number'rema.med at eight. The. pupils were dlspersed mto the
Enghsh classes 'and Mr. Kowbel, the Ukrainian teacher, was d:.smxssed.

o The Com mlssmn dec.:.ded the problem had to be tackled dlfferently than

Just co;operatn.on with the parish pr:est.



.- <

o
-« ¢ * ®

' In October of 1935;-a Ukrainiaf teacher, Walter J. Bossy, drew up
~ ‘an elaborate eight page memorandum in whicH he argued that the Montreal

Catholic Schoél Commission required a special representative to ensure
that the "foreign" children were ogtajning a Catholic education. In his
words, "...As you may see from the memorandum itself, I envisage the

work I.outlined as an integral part of the general and .necessary fight

-

against ‘Communism... So much is at stake...for the cause of Christian
[] ) d 19 '
civilization as against Communism among the "New Canadians" of Montreal

- whom I desire so much to help to keep, or bring over the right side"
(Public - Archives of Canada, MA30, €72, vol. 9, File MCSC ' -

Correspondence, 1935-1939). ' ‘ : . ) . -

Bossy circulated the memorandum to.Roman Catholic priests, to each’

of the twenty-one Commissivoners in the School Commission, to'members of

,: the National Assembly,.and even to a commander of the R.C -M.P. He was
' not immedigtely hired, but according to some of the ietter,s he received

in reply to his memorandum, many were in agreement: with his .

I e ~

! presentation. ‘ NS

o

The following .year, in October 1936, Bossy re-circulated ‘the same ,' '
memorandum remmdmg all that: "...the ’menaée of anti~religious and anti-
‘ patriotic- g:oxr;munism is mor; obvious t’han( ever..." (Public Aréhives of
Canada,; MA30, C72, vol. 9, File MCSC - Correspondence, ;935:-71936).'

&
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A month later he was appointed as:an'Auxi]iaqussistant to the .-

Dlrector of Studies of the Morrtreal Cathohc Schéol’ Commission. In a

general w/ay, Bossy was assngned all those problems that dealt with the

-— -

’forelgn chlldren in the Cpmmlss.ton schools._. More important, he was

t

authorized to visit all teachers who had forelgn children in, g their

-~

classes. He was to dlscover the exte.nt to - whlchg.the families -of the

r ’ . =
foreign pupils were "infected" or immediately exposed to the "poison of

Communism." Heé was to assist t".h_e teachers in.counteracting' this menace. - .
" Bossy was also ass:l.gned to woi’:l;' with foreign parish priests 4o inform

them which families did not attend their church and were instead .

-

.lead to an organized movement towards hdving Catholic foreign children

-.

return to Catholic schools. b

U ) ‘ ) _—_—
Late in December 1936, Bossy submitted his year end report to the

-~ - General Cha.xrn;an of the Montrea.l Cathohc School Comm1551on. In the
report, he claimed to have found 2,326 pupils attend.mg the Protestant’
schools whose ,parents renounced the Catholi.c faith. ?The names \;vere
separated by natl.onahty LlStS were oompﬂed and submitted to fore:.gn
pansh—pnests or mlmst:ers in an effort.to ascertain the -exact status of -

the children's: re_hglon. Bossy beheved that by supplymg these hsts,

was facilitating a prudent effort to bring back these childrén to theirz

Catho];:.c schools .and their families to ‘their church and faith, (Pubhc )

attending - Protes'tant' schools.” It was hoped that this co-oper'at:ion would

-

/7

——

Archlves of Canada, MA30, C72, vol 9, Fll'e - MCSC Correspondence, o

[N

1935-1939) . .

- -
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In ‘the specific matter of reacting against the ‘efforts of .Communists

emong the foreign pupils in the Catholic schools, Bossy affirmed that he
# ew ’

could soorf supply ‘the Commission with names, addresses, places of

meetings aﬁd other! details about those foreign pupils attending Catholic

"scriools who likewise frequented Com muniﬂet meetings or followed regular

’

- courses at night in communism in their nat:i.ve languages. In additioﬁ, he'

promised to submit authontat:x.ve statements regarding the act:.v11:1.es of
s vy
Commum.st groups in Montreal, as well as the gains of the Commumst

‘Earty in cther'c:l.ties of Canada., : : -

A

~ In reading Bossy's docum‘ents, what is perceived, is that Ukrainians

are _the grouw most often menuoned in any deta:_l When he ‘spoke of

rev1ewing textbooks in foreign 1anguage classes, he focused on Ukrainian -
books as examples of 'textbooks not suitable for the im:e.'lleqtual and moral

~teachmg of future Canad.lan Chr:stnan cltxzens When he referred to his

visit with Hunganan,- Pohsh, German and ‘Ukrainian priests, it is the -

_Ukrainian priest's name -that he e:\.ngled out most eften it appears Bossy
considered Ukralmans the most pressing problem -in the Commission. The
Bossy arch:.ves in Ott:awa mclude hsts of Ukramian children's names who
were frequerrt:mg commumst: halls in the evenmgs. , These names were
supplied in a letter forWarded by a Ukraiman priest.

- - A '
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Throughout the rest:. of the school yeer .o.f~1937, Bossy continued to
meet with members of the d.].fferent forelgn groups to comp1.1e information
-on-"the "red activities" of students and their families. During the
summer of 1937, a three week boys' summer camp was organized by Bossy .
and several foreign parish priests. Bright boys from each foreign parish

were sent to this camp where i:bey were instructed on the dangers of

“oommunism 'and theq 'demands of Catho]ic‘action'. Bossy worked diligently

in order ' that the educatLonal »authorities had every resource for

Cathohc:.zmg these new Canad:ans

- ,'

The Government of Quebec had stxong ar)pfehensions about ah
communist. On'Ja.nuary’ 26, 1938, in the ant:.-commumst drives of the
provmce of Quebec, the provincial pohce raided one of the Ukra.lman‘
Labor Temples under the provisions’ of the new - Padlock Law (Kolasky,
1979:23). The police se:l.zed the literature found in the ha]l boarded up-

. the windows and locked 'che doors. - In the following few months, the'

other Ukrainian La.bor Temples were also raJded "By June. 1938 s through

P

the _Montreal Catholic 'School Commission' s mteroesslon, J.W. Bossy

* received access to the Police Court -chamber to J.nspect the seized .

hterat:ure of the subverswe Societies and Night Schools (Publ:,c Arch:.ves

of Canada, MA30, C72, vol. 9, File - MCSC Con'esporldence, 1936—1939)

3

. N .
. J ;
- . - .
- ' - °
- -
. . ' .
N
. + A - -



~

i W L daaus | ———

He. claims to have made good use of the confiscated registers, books

£

aml names to confl.rm and complete h.sts as to whom from amongst the

/I Montreal forelgners were <sending their children to thev private

commum.sb.c night schools. To countteract, in his words, "this subversive

propaganda”, he organized in Montreal on June 9, 1938, the "New

'Canadian's Allegiance Day." Foreign i:up:x.]s of Protestant and Catholic
. schools" were cordially invited to partl.clpate in .this parade. Over 3,000
adults and 500 children took part (Public Archives of Canada, MA30, C72,

I ! . - v

. vol. 9, File - MCSC Correspondénce, 1936-1939). .

[N

No reports exist recording . the progress of the fight agai;xét
communism-in the School COmmission. It is unknown if thé Commission,
wiﬂi\ 13055y's he].é‘,' succeeded in . bringing the children attending the
communist haJls back .into the Catholic system.

™

The June 1939 report shows only three Ukrainian bilingual classes in
the Co;f\mission's schools. It also states the three classes were

partitioned into eight grades levels. Classes:were made multilevel in

‘order to keep together enough children to retain a bilingual class. This

. supports the view that Bossy's campaign wds not very succegsful.

-

1 - - |

~

Bossy maintained ' his position as Auxiliary Assistant until 1940,
when his work was quest:xoned and contract terminated. Upon the
jnberventi.on of some pnests, the Commission reinstated his contract and

’ -

A




let him stay on until 1948. He was finally suspended pending reports

from his s.ui)ervisor that no one seemed to know what Bossy was daing.

regardedehis services.

N By 1948, the Montreal Catholic School Boaxzd had no more bilingual
classes, and therefore no need ;Sor an - Auxiliary Assistant for foreign
classes. THe exact year in which each foreign class was closed is not
.available. The ‘classes ust gradually stop appemrr;—m the records of
the Comm.ssmn. A trickle of letters were sporadlcally reoelved in the

I This was an odd accusation by employers who formerly had highly
' 1950's from different ethnic priests asking that the bilingual.classes be

v

, * oy ,
reinstated in certain schools. The Cémmission did not acquiesce to their

demands. The foreign ‘elements which wére previously regarded as *a
threat to eociety_ may by now have been considered under control. . -

X \ | '
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~
; CONCLUSION

The research conducted for-this paper indicates that at the beginning
of the century the institutions in power ré'é'.arded Ukrainian immigrants as
a threat in terms of a group breeding discontent within Quebec socié;:y.
'I"hé power groups reacted tb this perceived threat by making specific
changes to Quebec's educational system. They introduced bilingual
e@ucat‘f.on for immigrant éhildrep in order to ‘instill in them "proper
values” and from 1911 to 1945 Ukrainian® children in Montreal were
channelled into Ukrainian-English classes.

Th(-: puzzéose of this bilingual program was to keep Ukrainian children
within the church oontro]l:ad school 'gystem. The Québec government and
thei Roman Catholic Church hoped that.by ma:imaixﬁng a hold over the
children's religiogs and secular training they could thereby stop the

spread of socialist organikatioﬁs.

" At the end of the nineteenth century in western Canada the first
Ukrainians grouped together in hblock settlements on the homesteads they

R 4
parchased from the government, These “settlements developed with -

| e /P\\\



minimal i;}tegraden into Canadian society. During the early years of
settlement the western Ukrainians' energy was totally consumed. by their ¢
0

I -
efforts to survive in the Canadian wilderness. Many years passed before

they organized Ukrainian cultural organizations and societies. When the

~orgar}ization did begin, it was the congregation and church committees

that were organized first. Various secular: organizations followed later

(Woycenko, 1968:188).

However, Ukrainians had always been interested in the educational
opportunities for their children.. " In 189;7 Manitoba pa‘ssedN a langtiage
legislation which provided for French children to be taught in both
English and French. Similar legislation was_ eventually adopted in the -
other two provinces permitting a certain amount of bx.].mgual or foreign
language irstruction. Ukrainian communities were quick to jump at the

chance to have their children taught in two languages as well. The

bilingual combination to include Ukrainian and English classes had not

been envisaged by .any of, _thése governments (Lupul, 1882:216).

Ukrainians nevertheless organized themselwes to open their own bilingual
classes. Government oﬁhcia_'ls reported that the attendance of Ukra.mlansv
increased in schools with bilingual teachers whose frst /;amguage was
Ukrainian. However, the western -governments still intended immigrant
children to learn Enghsh so they would not remain segregated in
Ukrainjan block settlements.
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Soon after, certain !Br'itish based groups across 'the prairies urged
their gevernme.nts to. repeal the bilingual -school clause because Ukrainian

'teachers were incapable of develbpi.ng "thoroughgoing Canadians" (Lupul,

11982:218).  They said the system was retarding the ,process of

assimilation. As a result of Anglophone public pressure ways were

sought to abandon the biling: school policy. Ukrainians were

, a.termmed to keep their bJ_'ngual schools and their strong fight to retain

t"xe system was mterpreted by some Canadians as un-Canadian activitwy.

Western Canadian politicians argued that the ;etentlbn of the Ukrainian

P,"language conflicted with becoming responsible Canadian citizens.  The

governments were in.a position to implement their biases, thus the
/ v

-
-

bilingual schools in western Canada were abolished.:

i’

Ukra:.man 1mmlgrants .in Montreal faced a veir\}( different smlatl.on.

o

First they found ,?themselves ih ‘a French Canad:an socxety which. was
itself trymg to deal w1th the changes that came w1th J.ndustnahzauon and

__/_urbanlzatlon_.l Secondly, Ukrainians were poor and from an agricultural

background - thus themselves unfaxhﬂ:ilar with city ways. They settled in

the low income or slum areas of Montreal and qulc}dy sought out

mdust:rlal employment in order to surv:.ve. Not knowing English, or

F:e_nc‘\n they were very vu]ne;able as individuals to the ongoing' changes-

around them. ‘Employment in many cases was seasonal so labourers had
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" to chaxige jobs often. Feeling defénseiess_ ’ they‘ wasted no time in
organizing their own associations for mutpal aid and problem solviné.
The first organizations were sSecular and linked the immigrant’ with his

own g;oup to find help when it was. needed.

.
. v « nY
v -

’ > -

. Durmg the early yeafs -' of sett]ement in Montreal Ukrainians lived ,
through three short recessions, in 1904 , 1807 and 1913 (Linteau,
“ 1983:306). . Decades, earlier, in the 1ate nmeteenth century ,  Ukrainians
" had hved through the sbmal and economic Ainjustices in their own natlve
land. ’
"Having emigreted from an area.of Eaetern Europe undergoing social )

and poht:.cal unrest, Ukrainians had already been exposed to socaahst and
anarch:.st Jdeas Many of theu' former asso(:xatl.ons had been polxtnca; and

social-democratic. in pn.nclpfe. Rehv:.ng social - unrest in their new

enw{irohm_errt influenced the type of organizations they set up in Montreal.

N
- -

" Kesearch ' i:xdjsputel;ly shows that the ’early Montreal Ukrainian
organizati.one had a def.mlte socialist political base . These ﬁ:s{:.
o:i‘gam"z'at;'i.ons 'sowed the sceds of the ideology which permeat:edc the
Montreal Ukrainian, community for the first few decades of this century.

" m- 1906, the* Soc:La.hst Party of Quebec organized in "Montreal a May Day
ma.rch. Although this march ‘attracted only five Jfo six hundred people
(Linteau, 1983:540), Ikxa:mans who were new settlers were noted as a

/ t
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" participating group. The foundmg of the Drahomafiov Socn.ety in 11907 was .
- an overt demonstratl.on of the pohthal lean:mgs of much of the Ukra:uu.an :

community. L o , Pt

' The ‘community seemed to be harmonious until 1910 when some

members began discussions to build a church. DPrahomanov's ideas V{ere.

anti-clerical, which explaips the controversy which ensued. The
community split over the “issue of whether to build a church and
' strengthen thes influence of the Catnohc rehgmn or whether to.stay with

the secﬁlar organizations and strengthen them. ,

‘In February 1910 the Federation of, Ukrainian Socialist Democrats of
Canada -was' formed and Montreal's _branch was the only branch in eastern

®

Canada (Marunchak, 1970:225). Tﬁe. Ukrainian Social Democratic Pari:i?‘

was Sanned in Canada in 1918. The group‘re-en;érged immediately as the -

Ukranfuan ‘Labour-Farmer Associgtion. Montreal is ‘noted to have had
ﬂ;ree very. active branches. . ﬁy this ti.me a complete re_—orientatlon from
soc:ahsm to communism in the above—ntent:wned party ‘had. taken place.
To attract: a larger fo]lowmg soc:lro-cululral actun.t:.es became a

significant part of the Association's program.

In Moni:i:eel, the membegship increased following ‘the Russian .

. Revolution. Possibly the emergence of the éommpfﬁ.st «regime was .

interpreted by many " as beneficial for the working class and peasant,
' < ' . ;s ! .
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Montreal's wor)éing class was . sﬁffering. ‘through the chanaes of’

' industrialism" and. could have been easily influenced to support socialist’

beliefs. Ukrainians were no exception. . ) o '

‘Stranded in an urban ‘environment Ukrainians had been left to fend
for themselves, in the indtilst-;rial world. Other 'associ:ati.ons ‘paid, little
attention ' to the economic problen:s of the working class and poor
families. - In contrast, th: communist organhizations were speaking out for
better working cénaitions and higher wageé for the '1abourer. 'I‘hese_we,re

commltme.nts the Ukrainian workl.ng class ‘could easily J.derrtlfy with., In-

'addition, these organizations were actually meetmg the social neéds of

their members. The exact Montreal membersho;p is unknown. . However,

-

the group collected enough money to orgamze a commune in Ukrame after

the Revolutlon ' whlch J.ndlaétes that their Montreal membersh.x.p base and

AN

parﬂclpat;oq were strong. ,
, ’ . L. . 4

_The Quebec autho;ities responded in the 1930'5 by  hiring Walter ()J.‘
Bossy to fight communism. Bossy . was .asked . to iarepare h'.sts ‘of
ch:.ldren's names who att,ended com mumst halls and ﬁnally the authorltles
orgam.zed pol.u:e raids on these halls. © These act:.ons strongly- suggest
that the activities of these organ;'.zaﬁons had increased to the ‘point where_
the g-;overnment decided to,im:e,x;’ven._e. | o

' . - + .-
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By the late “ 1930'5 the organization was declining across Canada, _

Some had become, disillusioned with communist ideology, but even more . -

devastaﬁng was the banning of the 'Asscciation "in Canada dur;ing World

War II. Its act:wltles came to a standst:l.ll under the represmve

_ measures taken against it. There was a .comeback after the war, but the .

i

Labour Temples -never rega::ned their prev:Lous strength (Woycenko,

- 1968:196)

'Because the ‘political associdtiéns of Ukrainians were considered to
be , controversial by ‘being social-democratic in character the bilingual

classes were not set up by the Montreal Catholic School Commission,to |

preserve Ukrainian culture. In effect they may bave aided Ukrainian
children to "learn their mother tongue on a daily basis Wwithin the pubﬁc
school system. But the motive for setting up. the program w‘asvto have‘
the ch;ldren iearn catechism or their own rehg:\.on in order to keep theni

" as pract:.smg Cathollcs and not practlcmg socialists.

»
. + .

.
b

Conclusions: The impetus for the estabhshmerrt of the bn.'l.mgual system
came from the French Catholic Church of Quebec and not from Ukra:man.‘

org.amzatrons. It was not the result of a struggle as it had been in
Western Canada. Quebec's Catholic Church had powers _where | other
B‘;;vmces did not, LIt feared the social changes taking place and saw’ 1ts
persuas.we force was ineffective in stopping the soc:Lal and 1deological
changes that came about through industrialization. .The Cathohc

' schools’ - in. Quebec 'were seen by the .Catholic Church . as
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‘J.deolog:l.cal tools to infuse .the children w1th "Chrisﬁ.an justice. "

Ukrainigns were an unknown element, a fore:.gn boc‘iy w1tlun the French

-Catholic ,c‘ulture'. They ‘soon orgamzed themselves and leaned to"

organizations outside the mainstream of Prench Catholic Society.

~

The Catholic Church could not permit Ukrainians to develop into .a.

pcterrt:'al threat to the exist:i.ng social fabrié of Quebec. It therefore

took an actLve interest in drawing these recent Ukram:uan J.mmlgrants into

the ex:st:ng school apparatus in order to keep them obedJ.ent Cathohcs. \

This des:Lre to control the interests of the immigrant populatxon explains

why in l915, when the Montreal Catholic School Commlssmn was suffenng

from overcrowdmg in all of their ‘schools; Ukrainian chﬂriren were st:Ll.l :

“benevolerrtly“ acComodated— in “specially rented store space and private
. homes. - | o -

‘In 1934 the Church and the. Commission \formally -articulated in

writing the need- to control the socna?hst and communist ideologies within

the Catholic schools. The act:(ipxﬁ of the M.C.S.C. prior to this points to

the fact th'2'1t the primary reason for these classes had alyieyé been to .

: ) e
. prevent the growth of anti-church and socialist organizations.
. Y . \ L] - ' . '
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future research, it would be irrberesﬁng

1

Future Research. With regard

to -compare and contrast Ukrainian bu.hngual classes to other b:hngUal

-classes that existed at around the same time m Quebec.

Tt would be

mterestmg to compare and contrast the attitude of the. Quebec Government
to these defererrt groups ) . . 9 | B

w - . |
. . . .

Other possible - approaches for future research might include a
current study of the reasons why Ukrainians do not presently have

bJ.].mgual classes in Quebec
classes, therefore, why are Ukra:mans not taking the lnltlEl:LVG?

w

The opporb.m:.ﬂes exist to restart b:lling\ml

\
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