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FOBStf-ORX* 
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Whan Jacques Cartier tha first white man ta visit tha island 

now known as Montreal came in 1535, ha found tha prosperous Indian 

village of Koehel&ga with a papulation of 1500. strangely sno^h, 

this population was made up of *two different races, with different 

tastes, characters* and modas of living,* tha Senccas and tha Wyaa-

dettes* Seventy years later Chaaplain visited tha island which was 

than called "Miaitlfc Stan ?,ntag 8 giboa" {"Island where there waa 

a town"*) and found no traces of t&e settlement* It had disappeared 

completely. fhirty*aeven years later Malseaaeuve, accompanied hy 

seventeen companions founded the frontier colony of Tille-Harie* 

fha growth of tha eity from that time has ha en phenomenal. 

Za 166? it had a population of 766* In 167E the town was formally 

laid oat in streets* By 17E5 the first Englishmen case ta the town* 

Fifty years later tha population was nearing 8000* In 1801 the old 

French walls, built about the city in 1722 were demolished ta make 

ream far expansion. 3w«a at that time TOO af the 1200 buildings of 

the town were outside the walla* fha contraction within the walla 

themselves, h&& been felt in the old French days* far today we 

still see eridances in the narrowness af the streets of the oldest 

section of tha city* 

Interesting as this growth may be to the historian, mora 

Interesting ia the expansion af the city in process today* 

**No study af expansion as a process has yet been made, 
although the materials far such a study and intimations of 
different aspects of tha process are contained In city planning, 
soning and regional surveys. The typical processes af the ex­
pansion of the city can bast be illustrated,perhaps, h^ a series 
of concentric circles which may be Numbered to designate both the 
successive sones Qt urban extension and the types of areas 

*.> ee Appendix Ho.I 

in 



di f ferent ia ted in the process of expansion* 
Tha chart represents an ideal construction of the tend** 

aaalea of any town or c i t y to expand radial ly from i t s central 
business d i s t r i c t • • • • • "fhe Loop;! (1») Encircling the down­
town area there la normally an area In t rans i t ion , which la 
being Invaded by business and light-manufacture. {!!•) A third 
area (111*) la inhabited ^ the war Jeers in industries who 
have escaped from the area of deterioration (11*) but who 
daalre ta l i v e within easy access of the ir work* Beyond thla 
sane la the *raaidential area* (IT) of high-claas apartment 
buildings or of exclusive "restricted^ d i s t r i c t s of s ingle 
family dwell ings. S t i l l farther out ^m^nA the c i t y l l & i t s , la 
the commuters* sone •* suburban areae, or s a t e l l i t e c i t i e s -
within a th ir ty to s ixty minute ride of the central baainess 
d i e t r l o * . 

Za the early days af Montreal,expansion was natural 

aad no thought was given to the f uture. Today, with town-

planning, one has ta take account of a l l eventual i t i es ^n4. 

even probab i l i t i e s . 

In this paper we of fer &e an object for study & small 

area in the c i t y af Montreal,which although a few minutes walk 

from old ?ille~Marie was in theae &&?& a forest lying north of 

a break which ran along what i s now Craig Street* fhe f i r s t 

mention in hlatary, that we have af th i s d i s t r i c t was when an 

enterprising s e t t l e r b u i l t a house ca l led **?res ^m Yi l l e* where 

aaw stands the Christian Brothers* School en 3ote Street* 

1*he 'Dufferin Die t r i e t** (the area we propose ta study) 

bears aoaewhat of an analogy ta the aid Indian v i l l a g e of 

Hochelaga. Oartler found two races-today in Dufferin d i s t r i c t , 

we find twenty - each d i f fer ing from the other In t a s t e s , 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , and modes of l iving* and even as Hochelaga 

had to g ira way ta f ra tr i c ida l war,racial animosities aad foreign 
i • m \M...m '•• " '* i n . ' n n r ~Ti ^^^^m-mm*^. ii i • — ^ . T . , < » - - • « » • it%»» w» mnTiii I»I —i im> wwnin\tm> m' mim <m m urn m n >n n ^ i x — i n m m • »i mi— mi n • • 

1* 
*fhe &rewth Of the City" fey 8*W.Burgage in ft??he S l ty* p&g^ 50* 
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invasion,* so t e c , we bel ieve wi l l Bufferin Dis tr i c t be event­

ually displaced by commercial invasion* "At present i t i s torn 

asunder, a t l e a s t s o c i a l l y , with rac ia l animosities and cultural 

c lashes - far the d i s t r i c t l i e s in the area of deteriorat ion, in 

a s i 

* In the zom® of deterioration encircl ing the central 
business sect ion are always to be found the so-cal led wSluaa*^ 
The alums are also crowded t e over-flawing with immigrant colonies' 
the Ghetto, k i t t l e S i c i l y , 0raek-tawa# ahiaatewn****** ** 

I t w i l l be our purism ta show the gradual encroachment 

of commercial i n t e r e s t s on the d i s t r i c t , but that we may ^ this 

with acme completeness, we Intend at the same time ta give the 

reader m picture of the neighborhood as It ia today - with i t s 

seething mobile polyglot papulation, i ta almost ent ire lack of 

soc ia l central Mid i t s conco&itrmt disorganisation* We intend 

a l s o , to give a short natural history of the area, both 

regards the population and the i n s t i t u t i o n s , native and imposed. 
—Tti~r<ir~rtn mrr IHT imr —r ~m—m—r~~"—r—^-~t——"—i—rT~—~——rn—r*—r—'i~""" ' •-•—-•-[ ^^^^—„ , _, „ . _,, 1 ^,r,—rr_ | . ̂  v l l l | l t 1 l t i l ( , ^ 

1. B*W.Burgeaai Op* c l t# ppa* S4-#d» 



3B1??£B I 

XatYO&a0ttos< 



Halation af the Metr i c* ta the i¥*w*h af tha 01 ty 



geographical d e l a t i o n af D i s t r i c t t© the Hty* •*; 

"Sufferin District '* la that part af St.Laurence Ward bounded 

by 3t .Catherine S t r e e t on the north , St*l»aureace S t r e e t an the 
i . s 

e a s t , 3ra lg S t r e e t an tha south and Blaury S t r e e t on the west* / 

Zt thus Includes a l i t t l e acre than the western ha l f of 3t*Laurenec 

ward* On these four boundaries are stree— ear l i n e s , and i t s c e s e a 

a t the o u t s e t t h a t these s t e e l - t r a c k s iorm&A a bound e n c i r c l i n g 

tha d i s t r i c t and hamaing i t in* fae four s t r e e t s on which the 

t r e i l y - c a r a run are given over to commerce. B e t a l l buainassea 

f l o u r i s h along the boundaries &n6. have made invas ions part way / 

l a t a the i n t e r s e c t i n g s t r e e t s . Residences are crowded in to the 

heart o f the d i s t r i c t ajid i n t h e vary centre ia tha p layground 

from which the d i s t r i c t der ives i t s name* ^~~ 

Wear the park, aad f a c i n g i t on three s ides we f ind the 1 

d i s t r i c t s choo l , the p o l i c e s t a t i o n , an Anglican Mission House, \ 

a Chinese Y*M*-3*A* &m<t school , aad a United Church Ohinese Mission* 

Nearby i a tha Univers i ty Sett lement and a House of lefuge* Thus we i 

see that the geographical centre co inc ides with the s o c i a l centre* I 

eople from the d i s t r i c t congregate around the "Park* or p lay - \ 

greaad. ¥ho& seem ta s tay pret ty w e l l within the s t e e l g i r d l e l 

formed by the car—tracks, and once they step across them they s tep 1 

l a t a a d i f f e r e n t world* 

fa the west there are bus iness of f i c e s , pr in t ing es tabl i shments 

aad warehouses; ta the south l i e s the f i n a n c i a l and bus ines s centre 

ef the c i t y ; ta the e a s t i s an almost e n t i r e l y French populat ion , 
^ t w w x * w x > w » ' n i » w * i i '»' ' m m M" THWIIITMI. i » • * ' » " * »'"» « " » » " • »>' '•>«« • » • ! » .m • !•»•- — --«. • »HI»I « m • . w • i 11 m <mt t 
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In determining the boundaries of the district the opinion of 
the realdeats of the district as ta what they considered the limits 
ta be, as well aa the "drawlag power'1 af the Settlement, were taken 
late account* Over 60y* ef the clientele of the Settlement lives 
withla these bounderlea* 



aad t o the north i s St.CJatheriae S t r e e t , the great r e t a i l s t r e e t / 

af the c i t y * *£he d i s t r i c t i s thus marooned In *i sea of indus try* / 
/ 

Here people l i v e out t h e i r l i v e s ; many of them heedless of tha f 
j 

greater city around them* 

But this district in our great Q&aa&laa Metropolis w&s / 

not always so Isolated* Tears ago it was mx area of hi^h respect­

ability and sobriety of life* It was a little neighborhood where 

life was on a primary group basis - where contacts were f&ee-te— \ 

face* fhe change has m geegraphie&i reference* it ana time, this ] 

dlatrict which ia now almost in the heart of the city w&s outside/ 
j 

the wa i l s af the o ld French town af ? i l l e -M^rle* —^ 

Gradually people begaa to bu i ld he&eea aleag **• road which 

lead ta the country t o the north* A ee t t l es ieat scan grew up, ta 

be known far many years as St .Laurence suburb* 

3t.Laurence suburb was one of the fS r e t m&wthB of the 

c i t y * As ear ly aa 1759, over forty years before the wa.lle were 

torn down, t e al low for expaaslen* we n o t i c e on a mmp of that 

year , that same houses had been b u i l t along what la now St.Laurence 
j 

Stree t* 3*hese houses extended from the * Creek* ((Tralg S t r e e t ] north 

to about where Borchaster S tree t now i s * A few houses had t h e i r 

s i t e where >t.Charles Baromstee S tree t was l a t e r to be l a i d out , and 

what ia now Uoury S t r e e t was e n t i r e l y devoid of habi tat ion* 

In IdOl the c i t y walls were torn down end ^y 1819 we f ind 

that the c i t y had extended well b*y®m& the l i m i t s af the e ld c i t y 

wal la* fchcre were a t that time s i x suburbs to the ^town* the 

a t r e a t s of which, with tha except ion af those la the B e c o l l e c t 
auburb and St«&atelae S t r e e t , were as ye t unnumbered, fhe suburbs 



were known as the Heeo l l ec t suburb, st«Antoine suburb,St.Laurence 

suburb, St .Anne's suburb, 3 t . L o u i s suburb and the Quebec suburb* 

At t h i s time the f i r s t c i t y d i rec tory was compiled by fhoaas Beige* 

f h i s publ i sher ass igned numbers to the houses i a many af 

the s t ree t s ,"which they would have borne had the aamberlag been 

cont inued .* We f ind that the s t r e e t s running north and acuth, 

v ia* St*l»aurence* "St«3harles Baroaade, * '•St.tJrbela,* ^Oheuaevl l ie , n 

St.George and Bleary, are numbered, whi le Borehester and 

"L&goaohetit?*are aot* Sraig S tree t a lso ia numbered but there la 

ao mention of Ti tre Street* Ivan ia the names ef the s t r e e t s we 

see changes* 'St .Charles Baremm£en h&e s ince become aiarke Street* 

^ S t ^ r b e i a * i s 3t.tfrb&in, "Ctaeameville* i s a h e a a e v i l l e and 
fLa *cucheti&ren l a kagauohetiere* 

i 
Th*T* were only 146 dwel l ings on St*l*&ureace S t r e e t , 

75 en St .Charles laroau&ie, 32 on Jt .Urbein, 7 on 3 h e a n e v l l i e , & ea 

i t .George , %n& 3d on Bleary, while an the two s t r e e t s , Dorchester 

mnA LagouchetiSre, which cut across the suburb we f ind 68 &n& 38 

names r e s p e c t i v e l y * Of the 525 names l i s t e d on a i l these s t r e e t s , 

we f l a d tha t 3Zf are presumably French* 

For the most par t , the population was made up ef l aborers , 

b r i c k l a y e r s , ^nailers'* car ter s aad earpeatera* Dm St*Laurence ^ 

S t r e e t there were taverakeepers , merchants, g r o c e r s , " tay iera ," 

eaddlers , t ins ia i ths , tanaera , shoemakers ,bakers , chandler3 , tobaccon i s t s , 

si l i l lners,"Sawyers** and curr iers as wel l as b a l i f f s , s c h o o l m i s t r e s s ­

e s , notary p u b l i c s , and the *reotor e f the English 3huroh.'f 

III | J m I I • ! 1 - ~ • . . - . — . n , . i i . n • • „ , . , , , . • . , - , . , , . . , „ . . . . , . . — — • i ^ . , . . , • • . . . . . . . . . . . - . , r _ n ! • • • , , - • - - , - M f t f 

tfhcse f i g u r e s were compiled by the wr i ter from ftAa a lphabet i ca l 
H a t of Merchants,traders and Housekeepers of Montreal.* -

Thomas Beige 1819* 



The district was very much like a ^suburb* of the Montreal 

of today| it was aa area ef working menm* homes, situated at whc 

was then canal dared to be same distance from their work* "?he 

respectable people with few exceptions, resided within the limit 

af the old city. 

"Leg fences divided the f i e l d s oa the west (today we would 
way north) of dralg S t r e e t as f a r as Beaver Hall H i l l , which was 
a grassy lawn*.*** Al l to tha west of t h i s was open f i e l d s whers 
aew { i e70j stands the c i t y of our r i c h e s t people**** Four s t r e e t 
leading to the country - £t*Mary fs, St*I#aarent, St .Joseph &n& 
St .Anto ine , were bordered by houses mostly of wood, one s t o r e y ; 
but intervening e t r e e t s were short and vacant ground e x t e n s i v e . . 
A quaint French house c a l l e d *?r4s de V l l l e * stood in a garden, 
qu i te r e t i r e d , where the Brothers* school now la on Ootd S t r e e t . 

By 1851 a l l the a t r e e t s of the d i s t r i c t were l a i d out as th 

are tcd^y* ^ i t h the except ion of 3heunevl l le &n& Anderson Stree t 

which had not y e t been extended i%p to Sarahester* in 1879 a surv 

e f the c i t y waa made, and ma pa af that date ahow the extens ion o 

these two a t r e e t s t o Dorchester S t r e e t . 

fhe c i t y had %? now grown wel l around Buffer in D i s t r i c t , 

y e t the expansion had been l a r g e l y of a r e s i d e n t i a l nature* X?p i 

t h i s time ot.Laurence Ward had been l i t t l e open to the a t tacks o 

invading industry , t o which i t waa l a t e r to g ive way* St*Laturene 

S t r e e t had become rather r e t a i l in &L e^ranoej i t was then the] 

^Main S t r e e t , • and the d i v i d i n g l i n e between the eastern aad 

weatern parts of the c i t y * 

*A convenient land-mark la the i n t e r s e c t i o n of the c i t y 
by two pr inc ipa l bus iness s t r e e t s - St .Catherine running across 
I t from e a s t to west , and St*I»aurence from north ta south***** 

V 

mmmtmtmWmtmWlm9*mMm**mmm»mmmwmK*mwm»Hmwmm~immm*''m''m*^ IHIMII—i—»—aint'imriK w > M t > , I M > , 

1* 
"Montreal F i f t y Tears Age** f.3*Brawa* p*31* 

a* 
'•Montreal After 250 Years.* p*17* W.D.Llghthall* 1392. 



Aa indef in i t e l ine located about lorchester Street separated 

*Bptewaf from 'Downtown,'* aa that In rea l i ty Duffer in Dis tr i c t waa 

aear the heart of the e i ty* 
1. -7 

today the d i s t r i c t la ia tha *seae of transi t ion* which 
la a l l c i t i e s Immediately surrounds the business centre* Such \ 

aeaea aeoa became the area ef f i r s t settlement for immigrants, aad 

ia me time colonies of foreigners are formed such as ** k i t t l e I ta ly ,? 

*$reektowa,* ^Shlaatcwa* the ^ h c t t e * etc* Yioe then comas ta be f 

associated with the d i s t r i c t* 

**Xt le well known that the central parte af the c i t y , j 
because ef decaying neighborhocda* hawe rary l i t t l e reslet&aee te / 
tha tsv&elea af v i ce resorts***. . . ** j 

*fhe area of deterioratioa encircl ing the buaineas d i s t r i c t , 
furnish the aat ive habitat far the brothel type af prectitutlea***« 
la the alum the v ice emporla not only find WBTJ access ib le leeat— j 
ions , but alec experience pract ica l ly ao organised res istance f rem f 
the decaying neighborhood adjacent, and furthermore, they are J 
leeated i a regions where the pattera of v ice is an inevitable \ 
expression or product of great mobility aad bad soc ia l dlserg&nls- \ 
atlon*" ** < 

* ffee a l l i e d i n s t i t u t i o n s , the bi iad-ptg, tha gambling dea* 

the opium jo int and other farms af viae l eas open to moral censure, 
?. I 

such as the tavern, daaee-hall* aad burlesque shew, tend ta locate I 
1 

aear the area af commercialized vice* j 

fe counteract the influences of smh play grounds of the "7 

demi-monde the ^goed* people from **aptowaf* establ ish Missions, 

Rescues, Settlements, Playgrauads,etc* 

**Zt ia well kaowa that the &esoue-Mission has pioneered ^ j 
among the brothels aad v ice -resorts af the urban community*•.. these / 
rescue missions are located aa or adjacent to the notorious r i a l t o s / 
e f the aaderwerld** s * 

IV 
3•*•!**«*** F*&0 "the City** by Park aad Burgee a* 

2* 
w,a*Beekleas in "Who Urban Oemmaaity*,* p.195,196. 

3* 
w.3«$eekles8* op* c l t * p*l$S* 



For this reason, whan we see a number of such 'uplifting'* / 

tafiuencea c lustered together la a d l a t r i c t , we may presume that j 

the area la dieorganisad* Za the early 90 f s partly bee use of aa 

awakealag la tereat i a S o c i a l problems,'1 aad partly because there 

were aaclal i l i a ta correct , the *elevat ing' ageaclea began to 

locate la Bufferin Distr ict* Our presumption ia that with the t ide) 

of emigration from Barepe, and with the appearance of miealone, 

etc* towards the beginning ef th i s century,Duffer in Distr ict then 

became a slam* 

- 1 . . . , . . . . . . . ^ • • » . * « . * , » « . . , « . l - . ^ 

the c i ty i t s e l f expai^Led a i l about i t* The former residents of the 

d l a t r i c t moved f*farther out* from the centre ef the c i ty ,whi le 

at the eane time, the centre of the c i ty advanced upon the d i s t r i c t * 

Eventually Staffer ia B i s t r io t became engulfed and marooned* ^^ 

With thia change af the *feee'* ef the neighborhood ~ th i s j 

change of the l i f e ef the d la tr i c t and i t s ins t i tu t ions - there f 

was alee a change la the geographical re lat ion of the d l a t r i c t ta ! 

the reat of the city* We have attempted ta show in t h i s section 
\ 

haw the d i s t r i c t re la t ive ly became claaer and closer to the centre \ 
i 

af the c i t y * Za the early days ef Tli lc-Ilarlc I t was quite d l s taat ; 
j 

from the city* Later, as the city grew, the dlatrict actually 

became the seat of the summer homes ef the more prosperous eltlseae* 

Still later It eame to be leaked upon aa a suburb* Eventually it 

was the social centre of the city in so far as many of the city *a 

institutions were located therein* At present it la la a transit- \ 

loaal atage* 

I t s ' present condition la l ike ly to be the l a s t stage of the 



4 

district as a neighborhood. Depopulation will soon set in; and 

finally,when all the people will have moved out, the present 

baslneaa ceatre will so far have extended its bouad&riea that the 

identity of the dlatrict aa a separate unit will be lest* 

Za the growth cf all cities, the aaae pattern of expansion 

takea place* A dlatrict lying at soma distance from the centre 

becomes relatively closer aad closer to the centre af the city ae 

that, ia time, if it originally was not too spatially distant* it 

comes te be identified with the eltyfs ceatre* 



Beeerlptiea ef I*lfe l a the Pletrlet* 



o 

When aae turns south o f f St .Catherine S tree t on ta any af the 

s i d e - s t r e e t s between Bleary aad the Mala he f e e l s t h a t he has walked / 

l a t e a d i f f e r e n t atmosphere* The s t r e e t s are narrow, d i r ty and busy. 

Tradesmen's carta aad trucks, pr iva te autos , the messenger boy an / 
i 

his b i c y c l e , the young gangatar with his home-made cart used t^r 
i 

junking purposes , the ambulance, p o l l c e - p a t r a l , weave t h e i r way ] 
i 

through the s t r e e t s * Da the sidewalks there are crowds of c h i l d r e n , j 
i 

old men and l o i t e r e r s - the aon-workera* 

Za a l l the rush and bust le there la a no to of d i sorder . Some­

thing seems t o be m lag wrong*••*.* something la act right* Crowded 

ap t e a d e t e r i o r a t i n g tenement there i s a machine shop - aext to i t 

a f a c t o r y , across the read a tavern, bes ide I t a $resk Qeffee House 

er a Chinese barber-shop - everywhere one leaks there seems to be \ 
i 

disharmony. The c lash of i n t e r e s t s , cu l tura l aad economic, the con- J 

f i l e t betweea e l d ways and the aew, the discord of i n d i v i d u a l s aad \ 

groups, a l l r e f l e c t t e a marked degree the d ieuni ty of the d i s t r i c t . 

A s ee th ing mobile population l i v e s here* Aa o ld Jewish ^-—~i 

patr iarch with f lawing white beard i s j o s t l e d by a huge Pal ish labor— 
l 

er - a Ohlaamaa s t eps out ef the way of a pass ing I t a l i a n - a negro i 
youth l o i t e r s l a a door-way - a crowd of boys hurry t o the Public 

i 
Bath, a group of g i r l s scamper ott the road-way where they have beea i 

sk ipp ing . Al l about t&em are ewideaces of tha cosmopolitan character ! 

of tha d i s t r i c t * 

A b ig l o r r y backa ap to a newspaper o f f i c e to discharge 

i t s burden e f newsprint - the g r o c e r ' s boy p u l l s a car t leaded with 

beer te the l abor 0 ** 8 >*•»• across the corner - the p o l i c e patro l 

c laaga l t a way down 3t*£eerge a t r e e t to the p o l i c e s t a t i o n - the 



postman hurries along the a ide-s treets stopping aaly infrequently ) 

at private houses* -^ 

Later la the day during the lunch hour the s t r e e t s are 

f i l l e d with private cars harrying from the business d i s t r i c t to the 

uptown cafes aad restaurants* One ear jama another aad In ao time 
i 

the whole s treet ia blocked* Impatient drivers i n s i s t a n t l y blow their 
f 

horns, eager ta g e t to lunch se that they w i l l have a few minutes to 

themselves before they return ta work* h group of laborers make the ir 

way to the open l e t that la cal led a 'Park* and undo their palia aad f 

aewapapers ta eat t h e i r lunch, a crowd of school children scamper ta 

the Settlement f a r , "Yeu can get a meal for a a ickle there." The 

res t l o i t e r on the i r way home* Lady Bountiful fa car stops at a humble 

dwelling. 

At f i v e o'clock there la the same and Jam of traf f ic* 

»„., .„. U.. » _ -* M.,™ *«..*. «... » ..,.„„ -
with always ream far one more* The s t ree t s became mare th ickly 

thronged t^w the people ef the d i s t r i c t are returning te the homes 

they l e f t ia the morning. Bmah and bustle , ehrieks of s i r e n s , b las t s 

of w h i s t l e s , claag af be l l s proclaim the day's work over* Thea for 

aa hoar the s tree t s are q u i e t . 

Zn the evening the youth of the area hang around the 

s t r e e t s . A group gathers in one of the corner haag—outs, drinking 

p^p and eating ice-cream* A few more gossip across the way. A g i r l 

passes by vreufiily leaning on the arm of her beau, an erstwhile member' 

of the gaagi a good-natured rasalng fo l lows . The parish pr i e s t passes] 

and hats are doffed. A settlement-worker comes around the corner aad 

c i g a r e t t e s are hidden or dice has t i ly thrust into pocketa while the 
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gang sheep i sh ly says "Hello* ' The p o l i c e f i l e out of the s t a t i o n to ] 

ge aa t h e i r beats and the gang g i v e s them the laugh* ^ 

•They always ge arouad l a two's a t n i g h t . I ' l l never forge t 
the t ime we busted aa e l e c t r i c l i g h t bulbj you should have seea •em 
scatter*** *• 

A laborer a i t s i a h i e deer-way smoking a pip^ w h i l e h i s wife 

ainga l a the kitchen* A Pol i sh woman s i t t i n g i a a cha ir on the s i d e ­

walk nurses her baby* Small ch i ldren play l a the al ley-waya leading ~\ 

i n t e the 'courts** A g i r l pushes her small s i s t e r la the baby—carriage< 

Couples h%%TTj eastward to the faia s a f e r to s ee the next chapter o f / 
I 

a m o v i e - t h r i l l e r * A hobo asks for enough for a cup of co f fee* Al l I 

seems q u i e t and normal* i t la the t w i l i g h t hoar* 

Later on when fee theatre crowds have returned home, when 1 
j 

the park, swimming-pool aad Sett lement are c l o s e d for the day, and / 

when moat ef t h e chi ldren have gene home the d i s t r i c t takes an \ 
I 

another complexion, ^hm taverns are c l o s i n g , the clubs perhaps are I 

d ischarging their pt trono &n& where there was once good-natured fan 

there la mow ouarra i l ing aad f i g h t i n g , k bay of e i g h t hurr ies home ^ 

a f t e r s e l l i n g the Morning d&settei another l i e s huddled %\p in aa \ 

alley—way, *eeared t e ge home because me e ld maafs draak ag&ia and j 

thraag me o u t . * 

The p r e a t i t u t e l o i t e r s i a a doer-way with t i r e d eyes and 

painted smi l ing l i p s * a gro^p of breaks s tep out of a *Kaphenioa* 

walk t e a corner , gaaaip a while aad d i sperse ; a Chinaman s i l e n t l y \ 
i 
i 

makes h i s way In s l i p p e r - c l a d f ee t t o his "club;* a roadster speeds; 

by w i t h i t s shouting laughing cargo* a "slammer* h e s i t a t i n g l y aad^\ 

t imorously peeps i a a l l ey -ways j a t&xl-cab p u l l s ap a t a darkeaed 

ha use aad a f t e r a br ie f moment I t s f are s l i n k in to "Baby's*** a j 
a a a M a w w v ^«aa«nwH<M»M*w*Mauwaw*MaHaMWM»ai»^^ 

1* From notes of aa interview with a g&ag-bay ef the d l a t r i c t * 
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crowd hurr ies te a nearby dance -ha l l to make some pick-ups before 

the p lace c l o s e s } a window crashes and a b e e r - b o t t l e breaks on the 

s t r e e t belew, no one pauses or makea comment j a gramaphons shr ieks 

*What*ll Z Dei* a c a t scampers over a fence* a family la moving t e * 

evade the rent* Zt la tha ^mystery hour*'* .—~-^ 

Later oa In the ear ly hours of the morning a couple l inked 

arm l a arm stagger out af the c lub* Aa they pass up the s t r e e t 

they a lag - then pause and quarre l , l ink arms again and pursue 

t h e i r way homeward* A laborer hurr ies t o work* A char-woman, who j 
i 

has juat f i n i s h e d sweeping out a theatre hurries home to gat break- [ 

f a s t ready far the ch i ldren before she takes a few hours aleap* The 
I 

ambulance rushes through the s t r e e t s * The mi lk-cart appears oa the -

round. Dawn breaks and another day be i n s . ™^ 

Bay a f t e r Amy* year after y e a r , Hie same round of a c t i v i t i e s * I 
j 

He l e t - u p , ao pause; hurry, hurry, hurry; the routine i a broken by j 
I 

a atres t—fight , a f i r e , a parade, but always there i s the same r u s h . . \ 
i 

. . . . . . h i g h l i g h t s and shadows - l i t t l e af substance. Always there l a ­

the exaggerated* seldom the normal* ' lash ef c a l e r , c la sh of interests ' , 

c l a sh of c u l t u r e , c la sh aad clang of industry**.** always d i scard , I 

aeldern harmony. This ia Itafferia D i s t r i c t* 

l e t far te t h e north i s aa area of pr ivate homes and apar t - ] 

meat houses where there is no c lash or noise* To the south i s the / 

bus iness centre ef the c i t y where, at l e a s t at n ight , there l a q u i e t ; 

bat l a Dufferla D i s t r i c t * a l l day and far lata the night there i s 

a o l e e aad d i r t , s t i m u l a t i o a , l i t t l e r e s t , exaggerated l i f e , p o v e r t y , 
J 

wice and t e e o f ten despair* ^ 

H 



General ^vamenta-Freeeaa e f Deter iorat ion . 



General Movements - Process of de ter iora t ion . >JL/W 
^mm*m**m*mmm*mmimmmmm~immw*~i*m*m***m»m>**m»^**mmTmwMm*mw>-mmmwml^ •» mi tmmam^mmm\ • * 

**The Slty Belew the Hill* or at least that part of it which Is 

now known aa St*Lawrence ward was at aae time the place of res­

idence aad early training ef several of Montreal's moat successful 

baslaeea men, moat prominent thinkers aad meat brilliant social 

leaders* Te—day la the same district we find economic failures, \ 

illiterates, criminals and prostitutes all herded together la \ 

dlagy,xamahakle, tumbledown dwell!age reproducing their kind aad A 

s'lvlag them little or aa training aave that af example* "Xtafferln 

district* aa the ward la called, is known to the Social Agencies, 

the police and the city at large aa a alum. Zn it are working ( 

all the fareea that make for personal demoralisation and social 

disorganisation, far diaeategratlaa of family life aad the dee-
t 

truotlon ef aelghberllaeas, far impersonal relationships, detach*) 
i 
i 

meat aad dlvislreaess, high mobility,relative instability and 
/ 

m i 
general deterioration* 

Sat this change from organisation ta die organisation, fro a T"^ 
I 

a life ef primary relationships to one af secondary relationships ; 
\ 
X 

fram aeighborl iaess to imperaon^lity of contacts,from eeol&l v e i l - 1 J 
beiag te de ter iora t ion was ac t a sudden tranaformatloa* The present 

condition did not displace the f i r s t l a a moment or a year ,bat 

was the r e su l t of a process. I t was act accord!ag ta our norma, 

aa eve la t lea by a devolution; I t was act progress bat decadence \ 
\ 

aad like all processes upon analysis shews atepa or stages* The" 

first neighborhood la which everyone kaew everyone else and was 

interested ia him aad his welfare, in vrhleh there was a civic 
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pride ia the t id ines s ef g&v&ena§ the c l ean l iness of a tree ta , and 

the orderl iness ef l i f e - th i s f l r a t neighborhood was peopled with 

a populatlea which owned i t s homes. Proprietorship of homes meant 

aa la tereat la them aad accordingly thsy were comfortable both 

aa t e structure and table aad wholesome as an environment i a which 

te bring up ^nA train chi ldrea. 

Aa time went ea these early residents began to prosper la 

worldly goods aad possess ions , and seeing that la the pregreae ef 

c i v i l i s a t i o n the ordinary comforts af the home such aa better 

lighting,improved heating aad more sanitary plumbing could be had 

ia the newer homes, feraeek their old-fashioned dwellings ta 

eeeapy the more up-to-date residences. But whether f&t th i s reaaea 

er te escape from associat ions which evoke sorrow because of the 

death ef a dear one, or to l i v e eleaer te work or for one ef maay 

other reasons - these f i r s t residents began to move out of the 
1* 

d i s t r i c t * 

>^5^hey want north and west the homes they faceted were quickly 

occupied by their lass preeperaua though industrious fellow cit­

izens - who because they were less prosperous were for the moat 

part unable te buy the homes they now invaded* But there ware some 

who were left behind la this struggle far self-improvement. These Z—• 

were the aid aad the less successful. The newcomers belonging ta 

a different social at at as or age group did not participate in the 

life of those who remained ia the district* oreover the newcomers 

were strangers te each ether aad hence was aggravated the degree 

ef impersonality of relationships which was already aettlag ia* 

fW-to^ 

i . u. T I - L ' u r n r - r r ~ T — r '—"——-"•———-— • •****-———-————•———_^^^_—,—^ [ |—^ ^ | u u|| 

1* 
The reaaea far mow lag la specific Zt always haa a personal 
reference* 
See alaef Lladt "Mobility of Population in Seattle* Ohap. IT. 



As ownership waa not in the hands of the occupants i t i s not 

aurprialng t o f i a d t h a t algaa af deprec ia t ions \>*g&& t o appear* Za 

eoae eaaae the houaes were remodelled and tnm*& in to f l a t s * This \ 
I 

Increased the renta l but a t the same time increased the wear aad I 
f 

t e a r on the bui ld ings* aa w e l l aa made far & s e l e c t i o n of p^mr&r J 

t a a a n t s . At the time t h i s second s tage waa la progress the e l d part 

of the city" l a which Industry waa located,began to f e e l a pressure 
0 

ea i t s boaadf les* Oa the south waa the r iver so expansion could ac t 

be had southward. Za the extens ion of i t s bouadrles i t went north I 

aa we l l aa east and wes t . To the north waa Dufferin D i s t r i c t where / 
i 

tha hoases were tog inn ing t o show the ai&na of d i s r e p a i r . ?hl* / 
•i 

f. 

provided an eaay entry far machine-shops,ware-houses and seme { 

forms e f l i g h t manufacturing which did not re a ire new bui ld ings 

aad could g e t along with a b i t of patching. 

i t h industry came noise and d ir t* fhla made the houses "7 

l e s s d e e i r a b l e far eccapaaey and r e n t a l s f e l l * ffceae who could 

escaped aad again the l e f t - b e h l a d e formed aa adverse s e l e c t i o n . 

£bout t h i s same time t&e fore igner s tar ted t o come te Montreal %M-

erer—iacreaalag numbers* He waa poor and had ta l i v e i a p laces 

d i s t a s t e f u l t e him* the d i s t r i c t waa open t e aim; there were no 

r e s t r i c t i o n ordinances aad these who were already there were t e e 

peer themselves to do anything about h i s coming even i f they did 

mind, n t h hla adwent there was even greater crowding af heuaee* 

The cheap rents were not cheap ^mmtgh so he was forced to take 

l o d g e r s . ?*ry ***ea eevera l people would l i v e i a a e i a g i e f l a t | 

where there waa r e a l l y reem t&r only ha l f the number ef occupants 

Congestion i a dwe l l lags aad the general crowding of the whole 
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d i s t r i c t wi th the l e s s e n i n g of primary groap contro l a l lowed s t i l l 

another invader t e e a t e r the d i s t r i c t . 

The r i c e area I t i s t rue waa loca ted Just eas t of Duffer i n / 

D i s t r i c t but tfaat s e c t i o n of the c i t y waa and ia uadergoing the 

eame process af d i s o r g a n i s a t i o n aa Duffer in D i s t r i c t * fhc break-up 

e f the Bed Light Area by the p e l l e e eanaed a r e d i s t r i b u t i o n ef the ] 
i 

houses af p r o s t i t u t i o n . Q u i t e na tura l ly acme af the houses mvirm& la4 
I 

t e the d i s t r i c t as entry here waa e a s i e r * *^ 

Keeping pmm with t h i s congest ion and aggravating i t waa 

the invas ion e f indus try . At preaeat about hal f the houses of the 

f i r s t rea ldaata are new t a the heads of l&daetfy and there la a 

yerjr at rang l i k e l i h o o d t a t the time i a a c t rery far d i a t a a t when 

tlie house dwel ler l a the d l a t r i c t w i l l be a mere ®Bamory. Seme c i t y * 

planners favour tha e r e c t i o n ef the new railway a t a t i o a i a the 

area j they l eek fet^fard t e i t aa a means of r idding the c i t y ef 

aa eareaere* ®Mjr claim t h a t with i t , the widening af St .Urbain 

S t r e e t er Siarke S t r e e t mm en artery far t r a f f i c to the north,and 

the e r e c t i o n ef a dewm**tewa parking p lace , a l l the r e s i d e n t s w i l l 

be farced t e more away and surrender the e n t i r e d i s t r i c t t e 
•man*. 

commercial en terpr i se . We have thus ind icated the f i v e s tages 

l a t h e pregrees ef neighborhood d i s o r g a n i s a t i o n . Yle*-
(aj fhe house-ownership stage* 
(b) fhe rent s tage* 
(c) fhe invas ion of industry . 
{&) the invaaion Qf f o r e i g n e r s . 
(e) % e iavaa ioa ef r i c e * 

T -r-irrir—rrrrii—rr—'—-p-*—•*?——«——^—••• -.........~.i m ..• — , . .„•«, , . ,.n ., ....•...,..,. n » . n . . . . . . . . . . . . . - » , n , — •.•..., .. , „ , f r - . .T.. t |L nmtm Mil|lll t mnnni HUM. 

* 

af*. 3**111* p* /ox 
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fhe l a a t three s t a g e s la the process ge on concurrently aad 

c e a t i a a e te do so u n t i l the economic forces af induatry and comm­

erce completely conquer. 

I f the hopes of the town planner are r e a l i s e d the u l t imate 

surrender to industry w i l l be speeded up* But what w i l l become 

e f the people who are forced te vacate t h e i r p laces of res idence? 

f i l l a aew alum grew up c l o s e r to the periphery of the c i t y ? Or 

w i l l as W.CUHeoklees haa pointed out in h i s study of commercial­

i s e d v i c e areas , w i l l there be a period of f l o a t i n g about ta be 

fa l lowed %y another segregat ioa? 

Such thea i s the *H&taral History*' of the area* &n& i t s * 

h i s tory ia much the same as that of may other area which becomes 

a slum* 
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Specific araaps* 
l « W W W — M W M — — W — M » « — I ll» » 

*he extremely p o l y g l o t papulatloa of Bufferin D i s t r i c t haw / 

replaced a mere homogeneous group* Formerly the E n g l i s h , I r i s h , \ 

Scotch aad French, occupied the St.Laurence suburb la rather equal 

proport ions . These four races have s i n c e the time of the Succes s - [ 

ion formed the bulk ef the papulat ion of Canada* Eowewer with the 

beg iaa lag of the twent ie th century we s e e the comlag of the 

* fore igners . f * 

Today the werkera a t the Univers i ty Sett lement t e l l us that 

they serve some twenty d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n a l i t y groups* A worker ef/ 
i 

acme t e a years age says t h a t la h i s time the Sett lement had a j 
; 

rcry high Jewish clientele* and a farmer Settlement boy clalma / 

that %*tQ*& this me district waa known aa "Little Ireland.** A 

.—-t 

The D i s t r i c t then has a natural h la tery af occupants; 

I r i s h , Jewish aad ^mixed** l a t h i s f i r s t s e c t i o n of chapter £ 

we propose te make a b r i e f survey ef some of the more lmpertaat 

groups ef the d i s t r i c t * 

fhe Zrlah 
. . . _ •MNMVMjWMMBk 

There always seems to have been , s ince the conquest*some 
Zrlah la the c i t y * Seme may have come over with the regimen ta and 
a e t t l e d here ; but t h e i r f i r s t conscious knowledge of themselves 

aa a body was about 1817* A number had h^^n found worshipping i a 
Bonaecoars Church*. . . • aa English p r i e s t of the B^mtnnrj known 
as Sichard (h i s name seems r e a l l y to have been Jackson) was appe la t ­
ed chapla in t o them* fhe B e c o l e t t aharoh was bought l a ISIS and 
f i t t e d ap far them* This church was t\a%6. as the I r i s h church u n t i l 
S t . P a t r i c k ' s Chare* was ready** ** 

Bjr 1825 there were 4015 Ir i sh in the c i t y aad la 1851 there 

were ever 14,000* The potato famine in Ireland was responsible for 

the great t i d e of emigrat ion te America* 
, ^ M ^ ^ _ ^ _ ^ _ _ ^ ^ j j L in m i i M i m — ' ~ \ "~ ' '" — - — - — — — ^ ^ » — ^ « — ^ * — ^ - ^ — ^ - ^ - , , — • - - . . . , . ^ _ ^ _ _ _ _ ^ M _ _ _ _ , 1 1 — n _ t m a ____ | ^ ^ ^ ^ 

1«* 
From ae tee of a conversat ion wi th i>r.Wm*B*Athertea, eae of the 

feremoat h i s t o r i a n s of the c i t y * 
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Several of the Immigrants s e t t l e d with the French, and today 

we sometimes see* ea the farms a i e a g the 31.Laurence, t h e i r dee- ; 
i 

ceadaata, red-headed Frenchman, with Zrish names* With t h e i r oomiag 

la 1047, the c i t y was struck wi th a plague* As the boats decked at 

the harbor many were found to be s tr icken with typhaa-fever . Temper-

ary s h e l t e r waa afforded them i a *fewer-shede* at Feint 3t*Shariee* j 

Tha r e l i g i o u s ef the c i t y , aa we l l as other p u b l i e - e p i r i t e d c i t l a e a a 
5 

rendered s e r v i c e to them in t h e i r extremity* Vrhea the plague sub- f 
s ided the Immigrants procured humble homes ia the suburbs of the 

s 

I 
e l t y &n& worked aa l a b o r e r s . 

Several of them loca ted la " g r i f f i n tow aw and another set t le— 
s 

meat grew ap l a the St.Laurence suburb, 'hen the B e e e l i e t Church 

waa feaad t e be Inadequate the s i t e chosen f o r tha new church waa ! 
! • i 

i n what i s now the western boundary of 3t*l»aureace Ward* \ 

In 1&47 $ t * P a t r i c k ' s church was formally ded ica ted ! s iace 

then t e the present day $ t * P a t r i c k ' s has remained the headquarters 

of the Zrlah Roman Cathol ics af the c i t y * At one time "St .Patr ick*s 

S o c i e t y ' met ia a c o f f e e shop a t the corner of Craig and St .Alesande 

S t r e e t s * 
fhe I r i s h papulation of St.Laurence ward Increased s t e a d i l y ) 

from the middle of the l a s t century u n t i l the beginning of the 
2 . 

p r e s e n t . 
j - - fhree s i t e s were sugges ted! we presume m a t one ef the factora 
in determining the f i n a l cho ice waa that many Ir lah l i v e d ia the 
v i c i n i t y * 

2* The Zrlah papulat ion in St*I»aurence ward waa S441 i a 1861, 
4341 l a 1STI* 6S49 i a 1»01* $792; l a 1911 aad S833 in 19EI. 



At ao time could 3t*Laorence be sa id to be the Ir i sh ward* 

Beth St.Anae aad St*Amtela* wards have had large numbers of I r i s h . 

However, the Buffer la D i s t r i c t about twenty years age was known 

aa " k i t t l e Ire land* n 

There are many "marooned* I r i s h f a m i l i e s in t h e D i s t r i c t * * * l a ) 

f a e t meet ef the e l d res idents ef the d i s t r i c t are Zrlah* They are 

s c a t t e r e d throughout a i l t h e s t r e e t s , l i v i n g q u i e t l y whi le every- , 
I 

th ing about them changes. One s t r e e t Is made ap e n t i r e l y e f Bagl le* / 

speaking peep le , a large proportion of whom are Zrlah* The Zrlah ! 

have l i v e d ea a l l the s t r e e t s bat hare never formed a co lony. ] 

S l a e e the Zrlah are not s u f f i c i e n t l y d l e t l n e e from other 1 

Eng l i sh - ape a king peoples they do not c o n s t i t u t e a c l a s s . They de ( 

met move about i a a body aa de other r a c i a l groups and hence i t i s j 

extremely d i f f i c u l t t e p l o t t h e i r movements* Because of the lack ' 
j 

of d i f f e r e n c e s from others they more e a s i l y intermarry aad i e a e / 

t h e i r Ident i ty* 

Russians. 

The Hue s i an group l a Mo at real has never been very great* At 

the beginning e f the century there were not 150 Russians i a the 

e i t y B&& only 17 l i v e d ia St . Laurence ward* After the war, hj 

1921 there were Jus t ever 2000 Basslaas la Montreal and over 12$ 

er 253 had s e t t l e d la Bufferln D i s t r i c t * These 250 represent the 

fourth h i g h e s t Russian ward papulation for that year* 

Ihmwe are "three types of Russian immigrants; 

(a) The I n t e l l e c t u a l s represented by the profeasi o n e | a s a r i s t o . 
1 mnm™mmm*mwm*mvmm-mimmmmmm • H i l ' i i ii i i ' i m 

J 

(hi fhe Bourgeois ie who came te America fer p o l i t i c a l reasons f 

being l a sympathy w i t h ne i ther bolahewiam or czarism* 

{$) fhe Lead-Set t ier a ehe were peasants la Euasla and non-ac t ive 

p o l i t i c a l l y * 



\ 

Za Montreal there are few i n t e l l e c t u a l a; the e a r l y post**war \ 

e a a r i e t e who came te the c i t y numbered about t w e n t y - f i v e aad a t ( 

presen t there are even fewer* Mee t of the Montreal Russian j 

populat ion l a made ap ef the second type v ia* the Bourgeois ie or 

shop-keeper. Here many ef them work in factor l a s , a l tha ugh a few \ 
\ 

keep Has e l an res taurants , grocer lea and m a i l photography bae iaeae - \ 

ee* Seat ef the peaaaata who come t e tha c i t y , of n e c e s s i t y werfc i n 

the f a c t o r i e s j however aa soon aa they have saved a b i t they make I 

aa e f f e r t t o take ap farming* 

Za Meatreal the Russians de not l i r e l a c o l o n i e s , t h e r e l a , 

however, a f a i r l y large se t t l ement a leag Frontenac S t r e e t , and a 

l e a s e r se t t l ement on 3t*tlrbaia S t r e e t Immediately north and s e a t * 

ef St .Cather ine Street ( from Ontario t e Dorchester.) Here in the 

d i s t r i c t may be feaad Ha*elan res taurants*grocer ies and one er 

two stettm-ship a g e n c i e s , which e l s e a c t aa land o f f i c e s * There ia 

a l s o a c lub . 
fe the Russian, with the except ion of the Beukhebera, Canada 

la a jumping of f place* Emigration t e the United S ta tes ia however 

almost a t a s t a n d - s t i l l because af quota r e s t r i c t i o n s . Far t h i s 

reaaea we f ind grea t mobi l i ty among the Russians, fhe peaeaat who 

comes t e the c i t y soon f inds factory work t e e t i r i n g aad jumps a t I 

amy opportunity to move away* fhe pres ident ef one of the Haeaiaa[ 

c lubs claims t h a t i t i s almost imposs ib le ta organise the Montreal 

Russians because of t h e i r mobi l i ty* 'fhe small shop-owners when XI 

p o s s i b l e move t e Detroit ,Mi ah. aad when t h i s caanet be done, go te 

Windsor, to be ready t e g e t t e the s t a t e s whenever aa epper taa l ty 

preaeate i t s e l f * 

/ 



fhe Chinese. ;_, 
+mm***mm •!•!! u l t ima ^m*»mmmtmm 

\ 

fhe mention of 3*agaaehctiere Street, when one is considering j 
/ 

It la reference te the dlatrict under study, immediately conjures j 
i 

! 

ap a pie tare ef the Orient, far kagaeahetiftre S tree t from the s i n 

west t e Chennevi l le S t r e e t la Montreal's Ohiaatowa* Chinatown l a \ 

Montreal i s la r e a l i t y a very email area but I t ia a d l a t i n c t 

mosaic ae t down la our area* In extent i t la only three c i t y block* 

l e a g bat I t has *$*&&& I t s e l f ta a rw^ marked Hmgr^m ap and down / 
i 

the three i n t e r s e c t i n g s t r e e t s , £ larke , St«t?rhala and Ohennevi l le . / 

These l a t e r e e c t i a g s t r e e t s are the r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t s ef China- I 

town; l iagauohetlere I s the bualneas s t r e e t * ^_j 

Business l a eaaeeatrated between Olarke and ^t.Urbain s t r e e t s 

f e r the bieek between the Mala aad Sl&rke S tree t i s very short aad 

here tha four French-speaking householders, who are re s ident in 

Chinatown are l o c a t e d . From St*Urbala S tree t te Clhenaevllle S t r e e t 

we f ind i n s t i t u t i o n s and English and Preach firms squeezed l a 

between 3hiaeee e n t e r p r i s e s . Za t h i s bleak we find but oae house­

ho lder , aa Ingllahmaa* 

l a the eaaeeatrated business black we find seven c l u b s , fheae 

s o c i e t i e s are e f d i f f e r e n t t y p e s ; there l e a Commercial Club known 

as the Merchants' S lab , a P o l i t i c a l Club, the Chinese Republic Club 

aad tha r e s t are s o c i a l or fcag c lubs ; others are s i tua ted on the 

I n t e r s e c t i n g s t r e e t s * On kagauebetiere we f ind Chinese restaareata»j 

grocery s t o r e s , general march an i s , j e w e l l e r s , a poolroom &&& e ther 

email ahepe* l a s t e d i a the windows we f l a d s igns adver t ia lag the 

wares of the merchants and between the shops, en the walla are paet** 

ad the news items of In teres t* fheae posters are the newspapers aad J 



eae aaes c l u s t e r e d about them the old &n& the young, the mere 

prosperous* and the more humble* One seldom see s Ohlnese children^ 

en t h i s s t r e e t bat thcjr are to be found oa the aide a t r e e t a , \ 

which f u r t h e r i n d i c a t e s tha t the I n t e r s e c t i n g a tree ta fire r e s i d c n t -

i a l . However, even en these r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t s we f ind t a i l o r s , V 

;...».„.*„»„.„«„•.,. „, . l r t . „„.„ .*.. „ «., »o-U». 
l a s t i l l growing. The s i d e - s t r e e t s are the only o u t l e t s and growth \ 

f 
must be aleng them* 0a the e a s t 3himatewm ia hemmed i n by the Bala ! 

aad ea t h e west Ohenneville S tree t rune across Lagaucheti ire making 
4 

/ 

aa S shaped i n t e r s e c t i o n . Furthermore i a th ia wester ly black we / 

have, as we have said above, several i a a t l tat Ions &n& a few 

commercial houses* 
* M C **. i***l*MUn* ***** a.**. «k* Chi,*.. 1* a B.*.* ) 

I 

Getholic Shape! and school; beside It la the Chinese hospital and; 

next te that ia turn la the Chinese Masonic f ample, acre as the ' 

street is the French Patronage dfToaviile* ! 

Za 1920 the old Jewish Synagogue at 76 L&gauohetl&re was ~] 
i 

abandoned aad turned late a Chinese Hospital aad lhapel* It still 
i 

etaada aad ia lf£E the Chinese Free Maaens accuired the building) 
next to It* fhe accompanying sketch will more graphically shew / 

/ 

hew Chinatown if it la to grew at all must push itself n.p aad I 

dewa the aide atreeta* 
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fhe growth i s north and south but the t i d e i s now from I 

e a s t t o west* On Clarke S t r e e t there are now (28) twenty-e ight 

re s idences accupied by Chinese, en St.Urbain e l even , en Chenaevl l le 

e i g h t aad aa St*Georges seven. Beat of the Mala there are very few 

Chinese householders* 

fhere are two other i a s t i t u t l o a s which ca ter ta the Chinese; 
i 

fheae are l o c a t e d ea Dorchester S tree t j a s t eas t of St .Georges . j 

fhey are "She Chinese breach ef the Y*M*0*A* and the United Church / 

Chinese S i s a l on* _.J 



However the clientele is very limited* fhe settlement House at/ 
J 

eae time had a Chinese Kindergarten aad permitted & Chinese Sunday 

School c l a s s t e be held la the bui ld ing* At present there are butN 

f ear boys who frequent the Sett lement and a t t h a t but most casua l ly* 

Za 1900 a Chinese school waa e s t a b l i s h e d aa Lagauehetlftre S t r e e t 

no&r Beaver Hall H i l l * I t l a s t e d bat s i x years aad waa abanded* 
/ 

Mo trace earn mew be found ef the principal, a Chinese scholar who 

disappears from *&e street Directory at this time* 

The first Chinese entry to Lagauoheti&re Street waa made la 
1* 

1893 when Qaeag Eiag opened ap a business aa a tea merchant* flu 

following year he had two compatriots living oa his right; te be 

feilewed the next ?m&r9 1999, by still another, fhla first entry 

waa made la the west end ef the district, near Cheaaevllle Street* 

However in 1899 we find that three merchants had opened shops ia , 
i 
1 

the next bleak e a s t between St.lTrb&in and St .Charles Beremmec { 

{now Clarke St*) This eas tera f r o n t i e r waa further strengthened i n 

*9? when we f ind s i x Chlneae merchants la t h a t black and a Chinese 

boarding house loca ted aear 0heaaev i l l e S tree t aa the west . In 

two ye are* time the bearding house waa divided %%p Into a boarding 

house and grocery s t o r e ; whi le in t h e same year , 1900, we f ind 

Chinese merchants gradually d i sp lac ing the Irench along the whale 

black between St.Urbaln aad St .Charles* I t was not u n t i l 1921 -

tha t the l a s t French Canadian gave ap res idence aa t h i s b lack; 

f o r three years he waa the s a l e white res ident bat f i n a l l y had t o 

g i v e way* 
I U M H . I w 
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Za 1903 we aee the first Chineee to settle in the black further 

east, between Clarke &nA the Mala* Za 1905 he left but another took 

the house next to his eld shop* Zn 1914 this man had another neigh­

bor aad the follewing year the Chinese Benevolent Society had its 

quarters la the same bleak along with a Chinese club* fhe saae year, 

1919, we see no fewer than five Chinese clubs between st*Urbaia 

and Clarke Streets. Zn 1919 there was established a Chinese hotel* 

Previous to this time the shop owners, living ia the rear and ever 

their stores took care ef their compatriots but now for the first 

time we see a Chineae hotel* _ 

\ 
fhe Chineae seem to find sufficient social life ia their ewa 

meliea. There are very few Chineae women aad hence we find that the 

many clubs cater to the men* it might the men,who de not go to the/ 

clubs, ge te the different small shops aad spend the evening in j 

gesslp aad card playing* 

fhe gambling spirit has often been aacrlbed to the Chineae 
\ 

aad te eappert this one has but te point to tha great organisation \ 
\ 

e f the Chinese l a t t e r i e s * fhere are two lo t t ery -houses oa Dorchester-

S tree t* In them eae can buy a t i c k e t to be drawn in Par i s , Mew Tork, 

Hew Orleans, Hoag—Keag or many other great c i t i e s * f e operate a | 

l a t t e r y such aa t h i s , which la drawn at l e a s t once a d a y , c a l l s tor | 
i 

aa organisation far in advance of even so complex a drawing aa the 
1* 

Calcutta Sweepstakee* 

fhe Chineae la lontrecti are in the restaurant service,the 

laundry business and la their own local enterprises catering te their 
t •_. i J ' III !• 'I I ' '' 1 — — — — ^ — ^ ^ - ~ — — ^ — „^»_^^^^^___ ,..,., , , , . - , • ..-, • ^ , . I 
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^o 

own a e e d s . Their t e n a c i t y t e e l d customs la seen e s p e c i a l l y l a regard 

t e feed* Other customs not iced ea the s t r e e t are funeral proces s ions , 

banners aad f l a g s f l o a t i n g from pa les which are to be found ever / 

every shop oa Ztag&aehetiftre S tree t and an a d h e r e n c e , e s p e c i a l l y / 

among the o l d e r , t o customs e f d r e s s . A 

Montreal*3 Thinatown ea ter s almost e x c l u s i v e l y te the 

Chineae populat ion. Zt i s a c t a "show1* place but there are many 

'•whites1* who frequent Ohlaatewa - e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r dark* fhey are 
i 

g e a a r a l l y members of tha underworld or ^plgeone'* the depe- f l cade , / 

dope peddlars aad gamblers* f 



fhe Jews. 
« M I I W M I M « M » 

Bufferin D i s t r i c t was tor about t h i r t y years the hab i ta t e f l 
j 

Jewish immigrants. Previous to tha t time there were Jews i a the / 
t 

cltgr but tbqy were comparatively few ia number* fhe f i r s t known j 

entry ef the race l a t e the c i t y was in 175? whea Laaarua David j 
\ 

came to Montreal wi th the army* Present ly other s e t t l e r s came toj 

the c i t y aad entered into the commercial f i e l d * fheae ear ly 

s e t t l e r s became very prominent and were h igh ly respected e i t i s e a s . 
i 

holding rmry respoaalbie pea i t i aaa in the c i t y * j 

l a r l y i a t h e i r h is tory* l a 1768, the Jews became s e l f - "') 

consc ious . Za tha t year thsy formoA the f i r s t Jewish Congregation. ; 
s 

t 

"Shearlth I s rae l* aad met far worship in a roam on St* Jama a S t r e e t . 

Ueven years l a t e r they b u i l t a synagogue which eventua l ly (1835) / 
/ 

mewed to a h e a a e v l l i e S tree t* Unti l 1851 t h i s Synagogue waa the j 

only one l a I r i t i s h l a r t h America* Jl 

Za 1881 the Jews in Hue aim %ogtn ta su f f er persecut ion . 

Za consequence many l e f t Bur ope; some of them came to Canada, and 

te Montreal. From then on the Jewish population l a the c i t y i n - , 
I 

creased by leaps and %ow&Ao^ Already la Dufferin D i s t r i c t there J 
i 

was a considerable colony of Jewsf the mew—comers quite na tura l ly 
\ 

tended to s e t t l e nearby. As a r e s u l t we find that in 1881, aver \ 
1* f 

3070 e f the Jewish population of the c i t y was reaidant wi th in the 

ward* fhe wards immediately t e the east mnA west had the next j 

h i g h e s t percentages* fhe remaining population,throughout the 

e n t i r e c i t y did act total the number In any one ef the three wards, 

St*Aatoina, 3t*I*eaie er St*Lawreace* 
asm i r i - i l i n r r l ' T I lir i|.. i n n i T — ~ " " " " ' - • " I « I I H I I I I M I I * I > I m i • n n B i n i m • . n n i m ^ i w »• m nwin. • • . m n w i n • •• • • i - . . - . . . 
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Numerically, the g r e a t e s t Jewish papulat ion l i v l a g in Str*^ 

Lawrence Ward was ia 1911* At t h a t time there were nearly e ight ; 
i 

thousand Jews r e s i d e n t wi thin I t s c o n f i n e s . ^J 

Although thay l i v e d aa moat of t h e a t r e e t a , the greatest" \ 

concentrat ion waa between Dorchester mkA St .Oatherine S t r e e t s ea ' 

S t . George, Bono i t , St.Urbain and Gierke S t r e e t s * About ten years , 

age they s lowly s t a r t e d t o move out af the d i s t r i c t * i 
Using the school aa an index of the place of real dance of \ 

1* \ 
the Jew we f ind that there la a general movement north with a f 

concentrat ion near Mount l eya l Avenue. In the Mount Hoyal school 

there were i a 19E4, 2073 p u p i l s , SO07 of whom were Jewish* Za the 

same year ever 58# ef the pupi l s attending Dufferln School were 

Jewish, when the Jews ef the D i s t r i c t formed bat 12.48$ ef the \ 

t o t a l Jewish pepulat ioa* J 

l i v i n g nearby* Za the two achaels nearest t o the D i s t r i c t (bath f 

w i th in a ten-minute walk of Dufferin School) we f ind a remarkably 
| 

email percentage of Jewish pupi ls* In Belmont s choo l , which la \ 
l 

almast due west e f Dufferin School, l e a s than $$ are Jewish} i a \ 

B e r t h i e t School they farm ever 

fhe movement northward was brought about l a r g e l y by 
i 

f i n a n c i a l s u c c e s s . Aa the people became more prosperous, they ' 

eeaght te escape from t h e i r l e a s w e l l - t e - d e aelghbera*fhey wished 
I t e ge t b e t t e r homes, &ad aa the c i t y grew towards the north they I 

?> 
is 

fo l l owed . Here were t e be found b e t t e r dwell ing-places*away from | 

the ferelgnera 9 t aa many hare pat i t , and aa the Pole began t e 
, mi HI n m. ii ii ••in' i i i uminr irr it " ' ' ' ' " "" ' " " " " " " • • • • — - - " - " • « .. « — ' • ' " •• - • • • - - -• • - n i | J , 
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more Into tke d i s t r i c t the Jew moved out* *fhe , o l e s were a low- J 
1 * j 

c l a s s . . . . . . about f i f t e e n l i v e d ia one room.* ! 

A considerable number s t i l l l i v e in the s t r e e t s of the — 

d i s t r i c t * fhere are f r i n g e s af them on a i l the s t r e e t s ; Beaoi t , 
I 

3t*t?rfeala, and Clarke S t r e e t s being l a r g e l y Jewish.Oralg Street* | 

the Southern Boundary i s given over to commerce* Maay ef the mer- I 

chants en the North s i d e of t h i s s t r e e t are In the pawa-b rake rage 

bue in e s s . Za p r a c t i c a l l y every instance they are Jews &n& l i r e 

ever t h e i r ahepa* Although Dorchester S t r e e t ia becoming more and j 
i 

mere commercialised, there are r e l a t i v e l y fewer Jewish merchants j 
ea t h i s a treat* ^jf 

„ — . j 

Maay ef the younger generat ion of Jewa l a the d i s t r i c t * 

are employed as operatere in c a p - f a c t o r i e s , a s garment makers in I 
the c l o t h i n g tre.de and aa c l e r k s l a the small shops, fhere are i 

»• 

several Jewish merchants near 'the .-ark.'1 fhe neighborhood shoe- [ 
j 
v 

makers, g r a c e r e , t e l l e r s , b a k e r s e t c are Jewish* fhere la aa Kosher 

De l i ca te s sen shop la the d i s t r i c t , t h o u g h the Jewish grocers serve 

the pvLrpooom 

fhe Jews ge t along rather wel l w i th the re s t af the 

community* fhey mla&le s o c i a l l y wi th tha d e n t i l e s though the 

number e f mixed-marriages i a n e g l i g i b l e * 

*Abeut twenty - f i re years age when Dufferln Park was a *te«fllt* 
d l a t r i c t the Jews didn*t have a chance* fhe I r i sh beat them ap 
whenever they appeared* hater oa they came te understand each other 
aad a aw a Frenchman has ae chance*** ** 

<^mmmmmVimmmimmmmmammMmmMmWMmmm^mmwmmm»mm^m»mmmmmm* 11 mum im n i | W W M » n i • \m • "I m mmmmmmmumwimmmm m< • m w — w ^ w i w i m w m » n n nw—mtommwmm—* nw in i n n in in i 

1* 
Prom aotes ef aa interview with a former Jewish resident ef the 

dlatrict - who explained the motire far the northern movement en 
the basis of antipathy te the Poles. 

• 
From a e t e s of in terv iew with a farmer Sett lement Bey* 



A v e s t i g e of the I r i sh antipathy to the Jew s t i l l remains 't* 
I 

among the o lder boys ef the d l a t r i c t * Toaag Irishmen in t h e i r / 
/ 

twent i e s s t i l l f e e l prejudiced against the Jew, whi le t h e i r J 

younger brothers de not ahare th la f e e l i n g . J} 

fhe Jewa make use of a l l the l o c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , fhey patrea-

l a e the Settlement* the Park, the thentree aad the schoo l , fhe 

Monument Rational ia the locus far tibia presentat ion of Tiddi ah 

t h e a t r i c a l s , fhe Hebrew Free School , located oa Olarke S t r e e t , 

apart from the Synagogue ia the only l o c a l Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n , 

fhe Baron de Hirsche I n s t i t u t e , now housed In a f ine bui ld ing en 
Bleary S t r e e t j u s t north ef St .Catherine S tree t waa at one time | 

l oca ted on S t .E l i sabe th S t r e e t , which, In a aenae. I s la tha ! 
I 

district* —*J 

Apart from the numerous synagogues, tha Jewish Settlement 

House, aad ether Jewish social agencies ef the city, there is I 
i 

a iae the headquarters ef the Federation of Z ion i s t S o c i e t i e s . 

fhere are two Jewish newspapers published ia Montreal, the 

* Jewish Chronicle > 1m English and *&cr M l c r * {*fhe Sagle*} l a I 

Yiddish . 

-**•"* 

fhe Wrecks* 

fhe Greeks of the city ia 1921 numbered 144d, ef which 

number 362 er BBp were resident within St.Laurence ward* fhls 

represents the highest single ward population far the Greeks* \ 

fhey are scattered about the District, fhe only concentration that 

caa be acted is ia a greuplag of "gapheala* "Istlatra* aad Greek 

aad dreek barber shop at the corner af Olarke and ?itrd Streets. 



' O J L 

Another "Xaptumioa" ia located on Clarke s t r e e t aear Dorchester, 

whi le at i l l two more are oa Dorchester j u s t e a s t of the *Maln*** / 

Oa St.Laurence S t r e e t twe "Betiatrm* are open f o r b u s i n e s s over 

the s t o r e s below. In these ca fe s and res taurants the ftreeke af 

the c i t y congregate every evening, fhe ce f fee -house Is t e them 
I 
•\ 

what the c lub i s te the stronger groups* Here they dieoaea the f 

news ef the day, p o l i t i c s , er the l a t e s t news from home, whi le ' 

they play carda or alp very black th ick cof fee* ^J-

fhe ceffee—houses are frequented s o l e l y hy the m&n, 

although l a p r a c t i c a l l y every one of them, the wife prepares the 

c e f f e e * Although pearly furnished the places are kept c i eaa and 

nea t . 

fhe 3reek Orthodox Ohurch la located at the earner ef 

Olarke and Sherbroeke S tree t s* Only twelve Greek boys attended f 

the tJaiverslty Settlement* ^ 

One boy waa a member of a gang which caused the moat I 
\ 

trouble te the se t t l ement workers. Be waa a t t r a c t i v e leaking j 

aad well-mannered. However, whenever there was trouble rtfeay 

waa always feaad te be l a i t * F i n a l l y when he was expe l led he 
i 

turned to the neighboring miss ion aad there te protect himself I 
made the clergyman la charge hie Father-eeafesser* • 

fhe I t a l i a n s * 

4 

~1 

fhe I t a l i a n s ef Montreal according t e the l a s t census 

numbered c l o s e on to 14000* Only 235 were r e s i d e n t la St.La arenee 

v?ard, which a t t h a t time had the third lowest I t a l i a n ward populat ­

ion ° f the c i t y * 



KJ^J 

Before tha beginning of this ceatury there were very few 

I t a l i a n s ia tha city* la 1881 there were caly 136, and at that 
i 

time ^t.Laurence ward coatalaed bat 15 Ital ian residents* However 
i 
t 

by 1901 the ward papulation had Increased te over 300* fhey were ! 
) 

then ef sufficient numerical strength ta be leaked upon as a group. 

la 1897 aa Italian school under ecclesiastical auspices was opened 

en Bleary Street* After a short time It waa found necessary to j 
/ ! 

give evaalag classes te adults* / _J 

By 1900 a congregation, farmed ia 1893, of Italians numbering 

1400 met for religious exercises in the chapel of the Institute 

for the Blind on St*Catherine Street, facing Benoit Street* 

^rorlooM ta this, from 1876 ta 1335, an Italian Miasloa 

occupied the church vacated by the congregation af 3t.John the 

Bwaagallat, en Dorchester street at the corner of Benoit Street* 

This Mission was under the pasterage of the Jesuit Fathers ef the 

£eaa* 

At present the Italian papulation la concentrated in ~A 

Ahuntsic, Malsenneave, St.Deals aad 3t.Josephs1 Wards* In these \ 
| 

fear wards there are ever 6300 Italians* fwe churches, Sutra Dame / 
/ 

de 3armel aad lotre Dame della Dlfesa, look after the spiritual f 

nomdo ef the Italians* As they farm so email a percentage of the 

ward population it is not surprising te find that there are no f 
\ 

inatltutleas formed for er by the Italians In the district* Aa a ! 

matter of personal observation* it is interesting to note that / 

daring the past two years only three Italian boys frequented the 

University Settlement* -" 



Other N a t i o n a l i t i e s * 

fhe other groups of the d l a t r i c t with the except ion of the 

Eagl ieh,Scotch aad French groups form very small proportions of the 
1* 

ward population* fhe only group which has ahowa a decrease i s the 

German* In 1901 there were near ly 350 Germans in the ward* fhe 

Oermaas l a the c i t y were a t one time a rattier strong group* l a 

1835 the aerman Society was e s t a b l i s h e d , I t was the f i r s t a a t i o a a l 

s o c i e t y ta be formed in the c i t y * At present there la a German 

Slab oa Mountain S tree t and a Soman Evangelical Church on Jeanne I 

Maace. fheae two i n s t i t u t i o n s alone cater to the &o&treal German 

populat ion . 

fhe Poles have never been a strong group in the ward* In the 

c i t y there are l e a s than 2500 Poles and 90$ l i v e in St*Maryfs 

ward, which ia in the eas t end ef the c i ty* In the d i s t r i c t they 

are eea t tered about on a l l the s t r e e t s * Only f i v e Pol ish f a m i l i e s 

hare made a contac t with the Sett lement in the past two y e a r s . 

Although the Negro group l a located along St* Ant c ine ;; 

S t r e e t , there has ho on a steady increase in the negro group l a | 

the d i s t r i c t . Seven colored fami l i e s are known a t the Settlemeat* 

fhe boys ef these f a m i l i e s have a l l maaaged to maintain s t a t u s la 

the play groups with which they became assoc iated* 

1* la 1921 there were 58 Belgian, 59 Dutch, 73 Austrian®, 
133 Germans, 118 F o l e s , 80 Scandinavian, 41 Ukranlans, 27 Syrians , 
3 Indians aad 58 Kegrea* 

2 . c fr* W*3.Israel *fhe Montreal l egra Community* f in preparation*) 



e Streets ef the District* 



fhe Streeta* tj>^± 

l a t rac ing back aa far aa poss ib le the early h ia tery of the 

a t r e e t a ef t h i s d l a t r i c t we w i l l pay par t i cu lar a t t en t ion t e 

changes i a the use ef the a tree ta* To i n d i c a t e these changes we w i l l 

g ive examples e f the d i f f e r e n t aaea te which par t i cu lar s i t e s aa 

the a t r e a t hare been pat* 

la the ear ly days of Montreal the t e r r i t o r y j u s t north of 

the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s waa a weeded s lope r i s ing te where St .Catherine 

S t r e e t aow ia* Here was a plateau which extended some l i t t l e 

d i e t s nee north u n t i l t h e r e waa another gent le r i s e to Bherbreeke 

s t r e e t * Beyond t h i s rase Mt. Beyal* In t ime, aa the c i t y wi th in 

the wal ls became t e e crowded* people began t o bui ld outside* Besides 

the l a t e r a l expansion e a s t and west there was oomm expansion north* 

fhe se t t l ements farmed were St*Aateiae suburb en the west, the 

Quebec suburb, eaat of the Quebec g a t e s , and the 31.Laurence 

suburb t e tha north* Early la the h is tory ef 711 le-Marie an 

en terpr i s ing e l t l s e a l a i d out a garden in which he b u i l t h is home* 

fhe a l t e ef the homestead, known as "Frds de 71 l i e " was where 

Gate s t r e e t aow la* 

la t ime a few people crossed the creek and cleared the land 

beyond* fhe community tfeey formed was somewhat l i k e the ahack 

towns we s e e now-a-days in the o u t s k i r t s of acme ef our c i t i e s 

l a aa much aa thqy b u i l t frame houses, fhe bul ld inge within the 

wal la had from t h e e a r l i e s t &&yo baea constructed of s taae , and 

l a t e r when good clay was found, ef brick* fhe f i r s t s e t t l e r s of 

the St.Laurence suburb b u i l t t h e i r homes along the read leading 

t e Mile "nd. This was the region of St*Laurence (Main) Street* 



Expansion was for a long time immediately e a s t aad west of 

*fhe Main* aad even l a the ear ly go&r* of th 3 19th oontury Bleary 

S t r e e t waa only a lane with very few r e s i d e n c e s . 

trp te the middle of the l a s t century, however, the whole of 

what i s now St»I*aurenee Ward aad moat ef the ward ta the north 

was gradually becoming occupied* St.Laurence s t r e e t had become 

a business s t r e e t aad 31 oury s t r e e t was wel l developed both as 

a s t r e e t of res idence and b u s i n e s s , fhe i n t e r s e c t i n g s t r e e t s , 

S t . l h a r l e s Beremmd (Clarke) St*Urbala, dotd, Shennevi l le , St* 

tleergc and Anderson were quiet r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t s oa which 

were f o c a l i s e d acme ef the i n s t i t u t i o n s of the c i t y , f h l s waa 

the period af house ownership, which, as we Indicated in Chapter 

1 was the f i r s t stage of neighborhood d e t e r i o r a t i o n . Gradually 

t h i s s e c t i o n of the c i ty became the soc ia l ceatre* Here were 

te be fa aad aamero&s churches, which had been forced to more 

out af the Old Oitjr, e i ther because of commercial development or 

t e f e l l ow t h e i r congregation a which had for a l i k e reason been 

farced t o change t h e i r res idence* Besides churches, there were 

s c h o o l s , a h o s p i t a l , the theatre aad other recreat ional places* 

Sat t h i s waa not ta l a s t ^orj l ong . Abo it f i f t y years age 

we f l a d that some of the churches have moved away, one af the 

schools la disbanding And the theatre which formerly catered to 

the "heat" people i s l o s i n g t h e i r patronage. A few small f a c t o r i e s 

are creeping in and gradual ly the owners of homes are moving away* 

From then en t h e process ef deter iorat ion a c c e l i o r a t e a 

aad aa adverse s e l e c t i o n of population la taking posses s ion of 

the r e s i d e n c e s , u n t i l the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ef the elurns appear In 

a l l t h e i r hideousneas aad hopelessness* 



fe -day the d l a t r i c t ia a slum d i s t r i c t * Here aad there , ~~~\ 

gradual ly , be lag engulfed ia the morass of tha slum and enc i rc l ed 

»J the t e a t a c i e a of industry , wa aae a neighborhood -> a c i t y 

b ieck - put t ing up a f i g h t aga ins t inev i tab l e a a i h l i a t i o a . Soea 

i t w i l l succumb and where eace mere were happy,though humble, 

f a m i l i e s l i v i n g in tenements, there w i l l be uaneighborly neighbors^ 
i 

not understanding each e ther and act mindful ef or coaceraed witk \ 

each ethers* wants, hopes, or aspirat ions* laeh w i l l persae his \ 

own s e l f i s h s e l f - c e n t e r e d e x i s t e n c e ; each in continual c o n f l i c t I 

with the other - and then, when a l l v e s t i g e s of hope have d i e -

appeared* the e n t i r e d i s t r i c t w i l l s ink s t i l l lower and be unable 

t e make a l a e t ataad aga ins t tee comson Invader * industry. I 

fo**day we o&a s e e the d i f ferent s tages of the s truggle ---^. 

r e f l e c t e d la d i f f e r e n t s t ree t s* At one extreme we see St*X»aurenoe 

Mala given over e n t i r e l y to commerce s~ at the other Andersen 

Street* which for some reasoa or ether ie s t i l l a s t r e e t of pr ivate 

f a m i l i e e * Children play on the s t r e e t r h i l e t h e i r mothers eagage / 

l a a b i t ef g o s s i p out the tenement windows* I t Is a marooned I 

s t r e e t which has oo far withstood the invasion of industry* Mid** 

way between these two extremes we have s t r e e t s l ike St. r lrbain and ; 

Clarke, which have p r a c t i c a l l y surrendered to industry* At oae 

aad af these s t r e e t s we see warehouses, n#chine-shops, garages and 

pr int ing e s tab l i shments ; while at the o^ter extreme there are the \ 

houses of the ieaa w e l l - t e - d e ef the d i s t r i c t * Here the fag l iah I 

speaking re s ident l i v e s meat t o , or aa the aame f l a t w i th , a 

Hues 1 an, a Ohlaaman or a Frenchman* In same oases the fore igner I 



has paaetrated into the very home and i s a lodger* fhe one does j 

act understand the other and cares even lea a* Contacts are im- | 
I 

personal and l i f e se l f -centered, fhe struggle i s about over and / 

the ultimate hopelessness of the s i tuation quite apparent - ao I 

lea lag fa i th aad hope, the residents of these s treets seek only ; 

te hold oa unt i l they have to g ive way* 

Such then, i s a general picture ef the d i s t r i c t . We propose 

to be more spec i f i c and take certain s t ree t s which typify the 

gradual change of the d i s t r i c t* fa give a complete history af 

the s t ree t s from their f i r s t opening unti l the present does not 

f a l l within our province. 

We w i l l Indicate , aa accurately aa poss ible , the successive 

changes la the s tree t s , and as we have said, pay more at teat loa te 

changes in the use of particular s i t e s , for in the ultimate 

analys is , a change la the use of s-treats is really the sum t o t a l 

ef the changes ia the use ef the particular s i t e s af the atreeta* 

0henaeviile Stree t* 
4M«nM«m*«*aMUMM**rt*WMtW«MW*^^ .-:,-. 

Oheaaewille Street la the third s treet east of Bleary Street { 

aad rune from Craig Street te Dorchester Street* fhe f i r s t map an 

which the s tree t appears was made la the la te t h i r t i e s . It shows 

the s tree t running between Oralg and Lege ash e t l ere Streets* A 

map ef about tea years l a t e r indicates a further opening of the 

s t r e e t about half way ap through the e ld Protestant Serial around* 

In 1871 the cemetery was expropriated by the c i ty aad i t la l ike ly 

that 'the s treet waa then extended to Dorchester street* 

la the eider days of Montreal the s t r e e t waa famous because 

ea i t ware to be found twe places ot warship, the Scotch Secession 



Church a t the career of Lagaeaheti&re aad the Jewish Synagogue, 

fhe two bu i ld ings remain as p laces af warship t e t h i s day but the 

congregat ions have changed* fhe h i s t o r y af the Scotch Secess ion 

Church la epitomised by Alfred Saadham i a h i s "Montreal Past aad 

Present ,* wr i t t en la 1870* 

*A p l a t ef laad at the corner ot Lagauchetlera aad 3heane~ 
v i l l e S t r e e t s was secured and a bui lding was created** *• 

*During the preeeas of the erec t ion the cholera again broke 
out , aad the want af funds occasioned the work to be h a s t i l y 
f i n i s h e d before the bu i ld ing waa ra i sed to the height o r i g i n a l l y 
proposed* fhe f i r s t i n t e n t i o n waa however carried eat a t a l a t e r 
per iod, aad the congregation continued te increase a a t l l ia 
1886 I t was thought advisable ta move to a more su i tab le l o c a l i t y . n 

"Betre Dame dee Anges i s the bu i ld ing l a t e l y occupied by 
the congregation now worshipping in 3relcime (Saaediaa Preabyterlaa) 
Church, fhe b u i l d i n g was purchased by t h e s l a t e r s ef the Oeagregat* 2 
ion ot ffetre Dame aad serv ices are aee held under the ir d irec t ion** 

At present Notre Daae dee Aages Ohareh la a chapel raa la 

c e a a e e t l o a with the Patronage de 3 t*f lucent de Paul* fhe Patronage 

la a working boys* homo conducted %y the Fr&res de S t .Gabr ie l . 

fhe Syaagague tee has changed i t s congregation . O r i g i n a l l y 

the congregation which b u i l t the aheaaev i l l e S tree t Synagogue 

worshipped oa Hotre Dtmo Street* When the property on which t h e i r 

meeting place was b u i l t rCvorted te the family of the owner of 

the ground, the congregation b u i l t the present s tructure a f t e r 

temporarily meeting at the corner of Hecol let ®n& St .Helen S tree t s* 

r «L-q. iiw T im •"•firm—n—n . . . a^ - ^—^——^—~—._^ ____^___».__^J . „ . , i i i ^ ^ ^ i . m . i i . i ^ ^ m * — M - J - * - " - —-~—^ ,—, r . T r . - r . - B | r i | | 

^At the time of I t s erec t ion (1834) great complaint was made 
a t I t s be ing placed aa far from the centre of the c i t y . * -

"Montreal Il lustrated** 0*S*0hiahei» Bras* 1878* 
*Wc may b r i e f l y n o t i c e a few bui ld ings l a a c l u s t e r l a the 

cea tre ef the c l t y j * i«* fhe Scotch Secess ion Ohareh ®n& the 
Jewsv Synagogue i n Oheaaevil le Street*** p*E9 "ttomtreal £uide* 
1881*Armour aad Ramsay. 
8* 

Alfred Saadham "]foat*#al Past aad Present*" p . 252, 



fhe b u i l d i n g was erec ted la 1858 aad completed In 1888* In 18907 

the congregation moved to Stanley Street* fhe bu i ld ing waa then f 
/ 

used by ether Jewish congregations* At present the Hoamaaian i 
/ 

Jews worship there* _^J 

fhe d l a t r i c t F e l i c e Stat ion la located en Ohennevllle / 

S t r e e t facing !>ufferia Park* fatar&ily eaough Oheaaevll le S tree t f 
I 

•} 

of ten presents e x c i t i n g scenes to the passerby* However, tha \ 

Inhabitant a ef the d l a t r i c t de ac t seem to pay much a t t e n t i o n t e 

a r r e s t s * He oae cares , ao one bothers . 

Unt i l r ecent ly a Ohlnese doctor l i v e d near the p o l i c e 

s t a t i o n ~ aad c lose hy him there were several Ohineee f a m i l i e s * 

for the moat part the re s ident s of uppor Oheaaeville s t r e e t are 
Jewish* Towards Oraig Street there are few r e s i d e n t s . Industry 
la rapidly encroaching. At the corner af Sraig S tree t i s the , 
d i s t r i c t f i r e - s t a t i o n f opposi te i t a tavern; a l i t t l e op the \ 

\ 

s t r e e t i s the ^nelson de Saint lorn de Marie* - and beyond i t are \ 

rea l dencea o.p to T i t r e Street* 

Between Ti tre and Lagaaohctiere there are ao res idences* 
I 

the west s ide ef t h e s t r a i t being occupied by a pr int ing company j 

and tee e a s t by the Christ ian Brothers* School* 

Oetd Street* 

aotd S t r e e t i s but two bleaks long but haa a h i s t o r y 

extending bade t e the Amym ef Til le-M&rie. As we have s ta ted 

above ea t h i s s t r e e t waa located the property which even to theae 

daye ia known aa ^PrSs da Tille•"* fhe ownership of t h i s v i l l a 
1 . 

changed from time t o t ime mat 11 la 1882 we f ind that Madame Cotta, 

XU i U M — » i w < * i » — ' » n n — - "• '• ' * -•'—•"*———— • l > J I ' , " * * ' ' I M t " » * J M , * " M I " M > M " M M * ' 1 ' 1 1 " » - '*•" • , _ _ ^ _ _ ^ _ ^ J _ J ^ _ ^ i n — r — , - - „ - , „,•, „ r-, nan r„_j_ 

fhe atraet may hare been named after her,but we are act sure ef 
this, as the Cottle were always a prominent Heat real family. 



a philanthropic woman of the time deeded over the ground te a ^v/ 

charitable organization te be used as aa orphans* asylum* 

l?rl* de Tille thea became known as *X»*Asile de Hontreal 1 
* 

pear l ea e r p h e l i a s Gatholique Bem&ins*" Tarious addi t ions ware \ 

made to the bui ld ings unt i l aow there i s very l i t t l e open space*; 

At „...»» u. . . « „ « . . . >„,*.* », m,. . „ . _ „ . . i 
Lagauaheti ire aad 3otd la owned by the Chris t i a a Brothers. [ 

In 1830 the seathweet corner ef the bleak was given ever 

te a Olvlc Market-place* Phi© market did not prosper miA nine 

years l a t e r i t waa abandoned, fhe "Aaile" subsequently became 

a school (1839) aad the mother house of the Christ ian Brothers 

who were engaged in teaching throughout the c i ty* ._ 

Another l ink with the pact i s ta be seen ia the b u i l d ! 

d i r e c t l y apposi te the Christian Brothers on Sate Street* Today 

. >W ..„ „..,«.. « „ „ - H - >, , . „ . .»< ,.„.. / 
Tobacco Company* Original ly the bui ld ing was a church. / 

* • . . . « * • A aew Presbyterian congregation was fomed in 
Montreal which worshipped far a time in a weedea bui lding oa 
Lagauchetiere S t r e e t near the head ef Cetd S t r e e t , which had 
beea h a s t i l y aad cheaply erec ted , being only Intended to accommo­
date the congregation temporarily, u n t i l the projected new church 
t e be b a i l t en Gotd S tree t should be romAy tor o c c u p a t i o n . . . . . . . . 
At th ia time (1848) th i s l o c a l i t y was moat respectable and Quite 
uptown aad the new church which was propoooA to be erected there 
turned out to be the l a r g e s t and f i n e s t Presbyterian Church 
bu i ld ihg of I t s day i a the c i ty* I t was opened tor t h e people oa 
Sabbath the 18th day ef May 1848 aad the name chosen for i t waa 
"fhe Free Oharch Oetd Street** 

Eventually *•• •* the character af the l o c a l i t y by 1877 
_ — * w » W » | | | MWIM w > w w y » iiii>miiii»iii»ii»i 11 l y n IIII mum mum, annm « m i M M > i » j mTi • mi 

ap le te ly changed, fhe Protestant part of the population had completely changed, fhe Protestant part of the papulation had 
mmmmmmm»mmmi»mmmr!m w y w ^ » » i . t « " wwltfaMMWWWW. • * 

mostly moved westward to an inconvenient dis tance from the church 
aad the remnant were gradually moving away la the same d i r e c t i o n . 

wt^w^p,www,,MW,Wp,<ww>>Wp(w>>M>^w«^Wa»><#M^>ii«»Mim»»wiii. i» n K w w m n w i M W M W w i i I K W i m i i i i i m i w w i —i»»w IM»«»>»I»«MI—>———»w«>M>mm»^»»«>». » > n > M 

1* "uoted by Dr*w*H*Athertea in "Montreal* 
7el*JT» p. 277. 



fhe church was soon abandoned and industry s e i s e d on the 

property* fhe i n t e r i o r ef the church was remedied aad a aew front 

waa b u i l t . I t waa occupied s u c c e s s i v e l y by the Davie Sigar 3e** 

fhe American Tobacco Oe*, fhe Implre tobacco :o*, fhe American 

Light Heat aad Fewer 3o*, aad far the l a s t e ight years by Benson 

aad l e d g e s Limited* 

l a the twe quotat ions above X have underlined sentences 

which ind ica te the s ta tus tha s t r e e t once had aad migration from 

the d l a t r i c t * fhe subsequent h i s t o r y af tha church bui ld ing 

Ind ica tes aae af the s tages in the precesa of d e t e r i o r a t i o n , 

fhe h i s t o r y e f t h i s bui ld ing i s one of the moat s i g n i f i c a n t in 

the d i s t r i c t * ^^ 
«*. 

At 1he head af Oetd Street* a l so opposi te PrJs de V i l l e 

ateed aae of the e l d e s t Bnglieh schools af the c i t y . I t waa 

e s t a b l i s h e d la 1822 far the promotion of education among, 'the 

yeuag of the laboring c l a s s e s of ovor? persuasion*** fhle bu i ld ing 

was completed by 180? and waa capable of holding 400 beya tmtl 

280 g i r l s . The school waa merer ttp to capac i ty , fhe r e b e l l i o n of 

*S7 prevented many from at tending , aad l a t e r oa the establ ishment 

of eeheela throughout the c i t y further roAo.omA the number. Ia 

1880 about 250 attended, in 1690 when the school was c losed the 

number had increased by about 100* Today the s i t e i s occupied by 

d i s t r i b u t i n g warehouses aad email manufactures. 

Below Titrd Street* there ateed from 1881 te 1918 the 

*fhe&tre loyal*** In 1828 a theatre waa b u i l t opposi te Beeee's 

Hotel en Bt*Paul S tree t and remained there u n t i l 1881 when i t waa 

demolished t e make room for Bcasecoura Market b u i l d i n g s , fhe theatre 

then removed te Cote s t r e e t * 



JE,«W 

^fhia theatre in i t s palmiest days enjoyed the patreaage e f 
the d l l t e and m i l i t a r y ef the c i ty* and when any s t a r s v i e i t e d 
Montreal,such as Jenny Lind,Patte aad Kean, the fheatre Hoyal waa 
the aceae of t h e i r triumphs** *• 

I t was a l ec ia the fheatre Heyal that Charles Dickens played 

with l o c a l t a l e n t during h ie v i s i t to the c i t y * In i t s l a s t yaara 

the theatre became cheapened by cater ing to the immediately l o c a l 

people aad ia 1913 "igaemlaleas ly c l o s e d i t s Aovro*** 

An attempt te rev ive the theatre was made from 1917-18 when 

the bu i ld ing waa reopened under the name of "fhomashapkyfs Peoples 

fheatre.** At present the a i t a i s occupied hf the Montreal framwaye 

Company Craig S tree t terminus, fhe Tram Company has a repair shop 

aad a garage ea the west a ide of dot4 aad has l a i d tracks through 

the black ta form a leap* Just abore tha theatre a map of the c i t y 

dated l i f t ahowa a "Backet 3eart»" f h l s court waa b u i l t l a 1851 

aad ae doubt I t t ee had i t s "palmar* daye* 

Such waa the e a r l i e r h i s t o r y ef aetd S t r e e t , fhe only 

i n s t i t u t i o n which survivea to t h i s day la the Christian Brothers4 

School ~ ^ie f i r s t property b u i l t ea the s t r e e t . ! An o ld c i t y guide 

thus descr ibes the s t r e e t * 

*We may b r i e f l y no t i ce a few bui ld ings in a c l u s t e r in the 
cea tre of the el*<TS vt** *he fheatre &oyal, the Br i t i sh and Canadian 
School , the 3hg i s t iaa Brothers* School , the Free ahuroh ea Catd S 
Street**** .** 

feday Oetd s t r e e t ia aa laager '•ia the cea tre e f the c i t y * * I 
t 

It is ia the centre of the transitional aone af the city* fhe entire; 

east aide ef the street between Tltrd and It&gaaahetiere has surrend* 

oroA ta industry and only thirteen names appear la the Street 

tin* i iniit\m*m*im*sm**mmmmmmmm»mw>*mBmm*im 

1* 
Athertaa* ep* clt* p.382. 

8* 
Armour aad Ramsay p*29 'Moatreal Sulde** 1881* 

"MMMPWMMMMMOKVW. 



d i r e c t o r y as householders in e ight dwell ings* f o d ^ the B r i t i s h 

aad Canadian School la forgot ten aad the church la ao more. Unt i l 

l a e t year t h e r e waa a lane running e f f Tltrd s t r e e t known aa 

fheatre Lane but now a l l the bui ld ings have ho on raaed t o the ground 

to make place for a down-town parking p l a c e , so t h a t now there la 

act l e f t even a memory of the fhea tre Royal. 

Craig Street* 

Aleag Craig S t ree t , (named after Governor Craig) there waa 

even as l a t e aa 1818 a creek spanned at Bleary aad St.Laurence 

s t r e e t s by small we odea bridges* In the days of ^ f l l l e - H a r i e * 

the northern f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ran a long the length of the s l ope from 

the town down t o the marsh which waa formed hf the creek* A rory 

short d i s tance from these wal l s was l a t e r t o be l a i d out Cr&ig 

Street* 

faday i r a i g Street compares to the *stem* af Chicago f or"*! 

i t i s the s t r e e t of the hobo* Here are ta be found cheap d i r t y ! 

res taurants , cheaper aad d i r t i e r bearding-heaaes, where beds can be 

aacured from I8eeata ap, employment agencies , steam-ship a g e n c i e s , 
f 

innumerable pawn-shops and second-hand s t o r e s , and many taveraa* • 

I t i s the southern boundary of Puffer ia D l a t r i c t ^nH forms ~"̂  

the f r o n t i e r separat ing the d l a t r i c t from the downtown area ef the \ 

c i t y * 

Being on the f r o n t i e r , i t has became more highly commercial-

lead than any of the other s t r e e t s of the d i s t r i c t * fhe type of ! 

bus iness however, Is not of a very high order* fhere are but two 

bu i ld ings af aay no te ; the Montreal Light,Heat and Power Bui lding 

. cfr* Nels Anderson "fhe Hebo** W M n M K M M M M M i M t 



/ t i c * 

aad the Crelg s t r e e t Terminus of the S tree t Hallways* One e ld x, 

bu i ld ing af the a tree t Is the D i s t r i c t Fire Stat ion at the c o r n e r ] 

of Cheaaevi l le S treet* ^ 

St* Laurence H a l l , aae of the most famous h o t e l s of Old 

Montreal la l o c a t e d ea the south s i d e of Craig t r e e t . I t had as 

i t s g u e s t s , r o y a l t y , c e l e b r i t i e s , and the moat fa mo as p o l i t i c i a n s 

of Canada* I t gradually de ter iorated and only l a s t year i t s f i t t ­

ings were s o l d at publ ic auction* for some years previous to i t s 

c l o s i n g i t did not enjoy a goad name* 

Just e a s t of the d i s t r i c t , s t a n d s the P r i l l Hal l , and / 
i 
1 

across the way "Champ de liars** the old parade ground* In the 

crush ef i n d u s t r i a l expansion th i s public place has bean able to 

held i t e awn* However, i t has changed considerably . Today i t la 

e n t i r e l y paved aad ia aaed aa a parklag~spaee* -

Many af the former profess ional mon ot the c i t y used ta 

l i v e on Craig Street* A glance through any of the s t r e e t d i r e c t ­

o r i e s of s i x t y or seventy years ago w i l l show l i s t e d as r e s i d e n t s 

many doctors , dent lata aad "professors** But even in those days 

there were *iren~werks, i f *pe por-cali&r factories ,** ^braee^pelishere* 

and s tore keepers* t one t ime the Bally Star occupied a bui ld ing 

near the corner of 3t* $eerge Street* the entrance to the Star 

o f f i c e was on St*Ceorge* fhe Advent Christian Church met in the 

Oddfellows f femple no&r Bleary Street and the St •Patr icks* Chr i s t ­

ian Young Hens f Assoc iat ion had a reading-room j u s t e a s t of Bleary 

Stree t* 
feday a l l t h i s a i r of r e s p e c t a b i l i t y i s lacking* fhe~ 1 

i 

a t r e e t i s crowded with l o i t e r e r s . Hanging over the shop-windows \ 

are raws ef o ld c l o t h e s and wedged ia between these second-hand 

atarea are the p laces which c a t e r te the hobo, f h e r e , are to be , 



found the cheap rest&ur&nta, the doss—houses, the employment \ ^aj 

agenc ies and taveraa* fh la s e c t i o n of the a t r e e t i s in r e a l i t y ) 

the eas tera aad of the *Stem.* Closer to the Railway Stat ions % 

the *StemTt i s more c o l o r f u l , but as the ^Main" - the playground 

of the hobo i s far ther eas t the hobo d r i f t s In his pursuit of 

p leasure eastward* 

St.Urbain Stree t* 
N M M l l « » « M a M * « 

St.Urbain S t r e e t , two blacks west of the "Main,* shews a 

wide range of var ie ty* I t i s one of the old s t r e e t s of the D i s t ­

r i c t , aad l i k e the other s t r e e t s was the home of some of the c l t y f a 

famous c i t i s e n s * Henry Alexander of Hudson Bay Company fame, the 

Eev. George Jenkins "Chaplain to the f o r c e s , * and the Hon.Justice 

Ceorge Fyke are a few among many prominent people who once l i v e d 

en th i s s t r e e t * 

feday i t has l a r g e l y hoon taken over by the Russians and 

Chineae* At the northern end of the S t r e e t , near St . Catherine 

there are c l u s t e r e d toge ther two Russian restaurants and the 

Russian Progressive Mutual Aid Society* Lower dosn the s t r e e t , 

north and south of kagaaohetiSre are to be found the Chinese* 

Below i t r 6 S t r e e t i t la e n t i r e l y commercialised. 

fhe dayety fheatre on St*Catherine S tree t has a s ide 

entrance on St*tTrbaia* Between acta the patrons s tep out on t e 

St*lfrbain S tree t for a smoke, or a drink a t the corner tavern* 

Many park t h e i r cars along here &n& thua afford the g&ng~ho? en 

opportunity to earn a few cents by ac t ing aa "guard** 

fhere is but oae I n s t i t u t i o n of the past that i a of 

i n t e r e s t , fhe "University Igrlag-Ia Hospital** which was l a t e r known 



aa the "Montreal Maternity Hospital* was located from 1888 t e 

1908 ea St*Urbaln s t r e e t mid-way between Doreheater &n& 

X*aga achat l i r e * I t has now became part of the Beyal Victoria 

Hoe pit&1, and the s i t e I t once occupied aow houses the 'Montreal 

Huaalan Bath** 

Some few i n s t i t u t i o n s of the present time have been 

located ea t h i s a t r e e t f a r m&ay years* la 1891 the 'She l ter ing 

Heme** moved from Borah eater Street to St .Urbaln. Buffer in School 

opened ia 1884* fhe James n.Aird Bakery located a branch oa 

St.Urbaln S t r e e t la 1898* I t has sine© made ex tens ive addit ions 

and hue thus crowded out r e s i d e n t s , fhe "Befuge de l a Passion* 

a t the corner of Legeaehet l ire extends back on 3t.Urbain S tree t 

far acme d i s t a n c e . 

Below Titrd s t ree t* one s i d e of the a tree t has been 

tern down te provide a parktag**epaee for down-town a a t e i s t s and 

t e provide trackage for a s t r e e t - c a r loop* Acroas from th i s open 

apace et&ads the Montreal Light Heat and Power Bui lding, and 

below i t two other bui ld ings which have hoon erected to s a t i s f y 

the commercial expansion from the south. 

3t* Catherine* 
mmmm#mmmtmwmm*Km0mmmmmrt^mmmmmmmmwmm 

St*Catherine S t r e e t , the northern boundary of Xtafferia [ 
c,« •••* ' ^ 4 

D i s t r i c t , i s the great r e t a i l s t r e e t of the c i t y . Within the 

i lrnlte ef the D i s t r i c t i t i s r e l a t i v e l y unimportant. The only 

i a a t i t u t i o a t h a t has any s i g n i f i c a n c e to the D i s t r i c t I s the 

Cay a t / Theatre located juat eas t of St.Urbaln Street* fhe dayety x 

er the "Mission" aa i t ia sometimes c a l l e d , i s the oae burlesque \ 

hause of tha c i t y t h a t i s at a l l w e l l kaowa* The burlesques on the* 



*&ain* are ef a much lower order, tm& f or the most part the 

p layers are l oca ted la the c i t y more or l e s s permanently, fhere 

la a new company a t the Cayety every week* consequently there i s 

always a change ef propert ies and pregram* fhia makes the Sayety 

aae of 1&e most popular theatres of tha P i s t r i c t . 

fhe ushers and candy and souvenir vendors genera l ly are 

people who l i v e l a the D i s t r i c t * whi le the players usually s tay 

a t aa apartment house on Benoit Street* 

Titrd Street* 

Titrd S t r e e t , which was probably named a f t er the p i l o t 

Impressed i n t o serv ice t o guide the Bngllah f l e e t through the 

*fravcrce?* below Quebec, l a s t befere o l f e*e capture af that c i t y * 

l a a cont inuat ion of Jurors Street* I t cuts across the D i s t r i c t 

one black merth of Craig s t r e e t * Bel eg locate a so near the bus iness 

s e c t i o n of tha c i t y i t has became very h ighly commercialised. 

fhe 'Tr&o de Y l l l e " property i s bounded oa the south by 

t h i s s t r e e t * At the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Clarke Street there are 

c l u s t e r e d together oa three corners, Greek cof fee -houses , aad 

next te one of them, on Yitr4 S t r e e t , ia a Sreek barber shop* 

Aleag Titrd between St*Urbain and one of the coffee—houses at 

Clarke s t r e e t i s the opon parking space referred to above* 

Clarke s t r e e t * 

| 

J" 

Clarke S t r e e t l i e s one block west af the "Mala* and i s 

g r e a t l y exposed ta bus iness invas ion . I t is of I n t e r e s t c h i e f l y 
5 

r 

because of the invasion of the Chinese j u s t north aad south of j 
\ 

Dorchester s t r e e t s , aad ef tha "reeks around Titre Street* fhere 

i s but ene i n s t i t u t i o n which has remained there for soma time* 
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fhe Hebrew Free school e s t a b l i s h e d l a 1874 meets for c l a s s e s erory 

day a f t er fear o ' c l o c k . I t ia a s t r i c t l y orthodox school* 

Benoit Street* 
»WM>WW<^W«WI»«I«MWI>«%WW>W»»WWIIIII» iimi—i — 

Benoit S tree t la one of the few s t r e e t s of the D i s t r i c t which 

has remained t o any great extent r e s i d e n t i a l * I t is & short black 

running between 3t* Catherine and Dorchester s t r e e t s * A back-court 

houses several of the res idents of t h i s a t r e e t while many t r a n s i e n t s 

f ind lodging la an apartment house near Dorchester Street* 

On t h i s a t r e e t there are l i v i n g some of the o ld reaideata 

of the D la tr i c t* ?h<a*y are I r i s h , fhe other res idents are Jewish 

aad Pal ish* 

st*&eerge s t r e e t . 

St* George S t r e e t , which o r i g i n a l l y eaa l arge ly an !agl!sh«* 

speaking s t r e e t has undergone an i n t e r e s t i n g change* About ten 

years age, i t was l a r g e l y Jewleh between 3t*Catherine and Deroheet"* 

er Stree t* Today the Jews are moviag oat and French are coming ia* 

fhere are a few Chineae fami l i e s mixed in* Belew oroheater there 

are remnants of English people with an ever increas ing number of 

Poles and Chineae* From Craig to kagaachetiSre S t r e e t i t has 

become very h igh ly commercialized. 

fhe s t r e e t has more fami l i e s l i v i n g aa i t than any other 

s t r e e t of the I>istrict* fhere are two courts l y i n g back from 3t* 

George Street* fhe only i n s t i t u t i o n s located ea t h i s a t r e e t are 

the Public Bath, the res idence far the workers of the Settlement* 

the 
Patrol-House of the d i s t r i c t Pol ice s t a t i o n , and an extens ion 

e f the Patronage de Saint Vincent de Paul* 
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la former days 3t*Aadrews Some, St*George's Hal l , a "Backet 

Court* and the Bally Star f a o f f i c e were located on St .Seorge Street* 

Andersen Street* 

Anderson Street has always been one of the * re spec table'* 

a t r e e t a of the D i s t r i c t . I t has never hoon exposed to the invasion 

of immigrants, and has withstood the invas ion of industry* Origia-

a l l y t h i s s t r e e t extended from Tltrd to LagauchetiSre S t r e e t , but 

has s l a c e been opened up t e Berchestjr Street* Prac t i ca l l y a l l 

the r e s i d e n t s are l a g l i a h - s p e a k l n ; people* fhere are only a few 

French aad fewer fore igners . I t has horn an I r i s h s t r e e t u n t i l 

r e c e n t l y when the English and Scotch bog&n ta come la* fhe only 

encreachment e f Industry has been made hy the Herald Publishing 

Company. A small block of houses Juts Into the Herald property 

and shows I t s defiance to the encroachment* 

Devi&nne, Valine de ferebftres aad Iroaadea Lane. 

fhese faur s t r e e t s are r e l a t i v e l y unimportant as they are very 

ahert* Only one aide of Devilane Stree t ia tenanted; the ahops on 

St .Catherine S t r e e t extending back to th i s s t r e e t prohibi t the 

erec t ian of any bu i ld ings on tha north s ide* Vallde S t r e e t I l e a 

Just south of Derl&mae S t r e e t and is af importance only because 

e f the Coca-Cola factory at the corner af $t*5eergs Stree t* 

Beth de Terchlrres S tree t and Bronadon Lane are tenanted oa 

only one side* fhe opposi te s i d e s ef these s t r e e t s are enclosed 

by a lumber yard* 



Bleary street* 5 \t 

Bleary S t r e e t i s the western boundary of Dufferla d i s t r i c t * 

Today i t has become h igh ly commercialised aad there la not one 

house oa the s t r e e t Into which commerce or Industry of some form 

or another has not crept* f h i s s t r e e t i a the early days of the 

19th century , commenced a t the foo t of the bridge over the creek 

l a Craig Street* I t waa at that time a narrow lane , known aa 

" F l i r t a t i o n Lane* extending ap t e torchester a tree t* When i t was 

formally opened op aa a c i t y s t r e e t i t was c a l l e d a f t er a prom­

inent c i t i s e n of the past , Be Bleary, and was known as Be Bleary 

S tree t u n t i l popular usage had shortened i t s name ta i t s present 

form* fwe i n s t i t u t i o n s remain oa t h i s s t r e e t t e l ink I t wi th the \ 

past* fheae are the ''Church of the Cesa* aad *St*lIary*e College* 1 / 

Oa the aoath-emst earner of 3t*Catherine s t r e e t there l a 

aow a United Cigar Store over which la a c a f e . "This s i t e was 

prev ious ly occupied hy the "Sickle* movie t h e a t r e , which had r e ­

placed a convent -school , fhe s t r e e t previously t e i t s being 

widened, had remained rather r e s i d e n t i a l above Lag&uehetlwre 

Street* Several "fetfaaees* i a which l i v e d some of the profess iona l 

people of the c i t y , have s i n c e been d i sp laced hy commerce. 

fhe Charles Sard g lagera le factory i s perhaps, one of the 

o l d e s t firms of the a t r e e t * I t commenced in a rather humble way 

Just e f f the s t r e e t , but today i s housed in a large modern bui ld ing 

In 1894, the Mo$lll Alumae S l r l s 9 Club which was l a t e r to 

develop i n t o the Univers i ty e t t l a n e n t , took up quarters on Bleury 

Stree t* After the work extended I t moved across the s t r e e t t e 
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occupy a larger dwell ing-house and an adjoining shop* I t remained 

here t i l l 1905 when i t moved to a school -house . 

fhe only amusement place oa the s t r e e t I s a Dance-Hall 

l oca ted Just south of St . Catherine S t r e e t . I t ca ters te the shop 

aad factory g i r l s aad to the ir friends* Although there i s a 

matrca l a charge, acquaintanceships are made very readi ly* A 

long beach, e l evated from the f l e e r , l i k e the beach of a ahae-

ahlae par lor , l i n e s one wall* Here the g l r i a a l t wai t ing for a 

^pick-up•* At one aad of the h a l l a refreshment-'parlor has been 

f i t t e d %xp on a platform* At the oppos i te end there are check­

rooms, wash-rooms aad the orchestra . 

L i fe here la accentor t ed , though act te the same degree 

as ia t h e Dance-ha l i s oa the **Hain** Paled l i g h t s , the sob of I 

the aaxaphone, the t inny sound of the Jass-baad, and the g i r l s * 

dresses of m&ny hues create an a r t i f i c i a l i t y approaching the 

l i f e l a the cabaret* fhe "ahelks* l a c a r e f u l l y pressed wide 

trousers aad met l cu l lous ly parted "patent- leather* hair g lance 

over the bench on which the g l r i a s i t with cool a p p r l s a l , make 

t h e i r cho ices and d r i f t onto the f l o o r . An& thus the evening 

pa sees* 

When the dance la over more often than not the g i r l s are 

deser ted by t h e i r partners of the evening, and l eave l a two's and 

t h r e e ' s as they have come* Everyone pays for himsel f , and goea h i s 

awn way* 

This la the one c o l o r f u l spot of the a t ree t* 



Itorehester S tree t* ^^ 
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Dorchester Street* one bleck south of St*Catherine S t r e e t , 

la the s o c i a l centre of the d i s t r i c t * In French t imes i t waa known 

as "Ire grand chemin da Hoi,*' but was l a t e r cu l l ed a f t e r a Governor 

ef Canada* Although one af the o ld s t r e e t s of Montreal i t has been 

developed only within the l a s t hundred years* 

Today the a t ree t presents a scene of commerce, fhe roadway 

la always f i l l e d wi tfa a stream of t r a f f i c - for Dorchester Street/ 

has become one af the truek reads across the c i ty* 

fhat part of orchester which l i e s within the l i m i t s of "*~*"7 

i taffer la D i s t r i c t has become very h ighly commercialised* In i t s ] 

l ength there are but four dwei l lage into which commerce or indust ­

ry has act crept* Oa the ground f leer* at l e a s t , of a l l the otfier 

bu i ld ings there i s a shop or o f f i ce* 

l a s p i t e of t h i s great Invasioa many people l i v e en thia 

s t r e e t * With very few except ions , the upper s t o r i e s of the b u i l d - / 
< 

lags have been turned into f i a t s * fhere are two apartment bleaks 1 
) 

on the a t r e e t , one known popularly as the "Bed Block" has a Tory i 
i 

poor claaa of r e s i d e n t , - the other, a newer bui ld ing haa the 

ground-f loor converted i n t o shops, whi le above there are small I 
'i 

aaa-aad two-room apartments which cater to a vary t r a n s i e n t 

c l i e n t e l e * 

Dorchester S t r e e t , being one of the newer s t r e e t s e f the 

d i s t r i c t , has ac t undergone the changes which charac ter i se the 

s t r e e t s running north and south. Consequently i t i s not surpr i s ing 

t e f ind t h a t i t was oa th i s s t r e e t t h a t "elevat ing" agenc ies made 

t h e i r entry l a t e the d i s t r i c t * As the d i s t r i c t began te change 

from an area of res idence t o one of mixed industry aad res idence 
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the whole teae of tha area began ta de ter iora te* / 
J 

fhe "Impeaed* agenc ies , which saw that the area wee f a s t 

becoming a slum showed some d i s c r e t i o n in choosing Dorchester 

3 t r e e t aa t h e i r ' locus ageadi*** Bereheater s t r e e t , they r e a l i s e d j 
i 

was the s t r e e t to which the people ef the D i s t r i c t would came* I t \ 

represented a rather centra l s t r e e t , where i n t e r e s t s would coa- f 

verge and people congregate. 7he l o c a l i s i n g of welfare agenc ies 

ea t h i s a t r e e t has far ther aggravated the concentrat ion of peoples 

here , far what s o c i a l l i f e there i s la the d i s t r i c t * 

l a 1799 a p la t e f ground ea Dorchester S t r e e t waa purchased 

by the Protes tant Cemmualty of Montreal to be UMOA aa a Burial 

Ground* A chapel was erected which subsequently waa used ta house 

the f i r s t congr s t a t i o n ef the Church of St*Jeha the ^vaagal is t* 

When s u f f i c i e n t funds had been ra i sed the congregation moved t e 

the earner ef S t . P h i l i p aad Dorchester s t r e e t s * I t remalaed horo 

u n t i l 137S when I t moved out ef the d i s t r i c t ta I t s present 

quarters en Ontario Street* 

When the property waa vacated aa I t a l i a n Mission Church, 

the Church ef $t*Fraa$eis d f A s s i s e , moroA in to the Chapel aad 

remained there t i l l 1966* 

Another r e l i g i o u s I n s t i t u t i o n , which remained far ever 

twenty years l a the d i s t r i c t , waa the Veelyaa Sabbath School , 

which atcad oa tha nor th -eas t corner of St .Charles larremde Street* 

I t l a t e r became known as the Primit ive Methodist Church, and 

housed a t the same t ime, the St*Laurence Sunday School* In 1093 

i t c lo sed i t s doors* 

A French Mission Church was e s tab l i shed prevloua te 1964 

aear Breaadea Lane; i t subsequently chaaged i t s name to ''fhe 



French Presbyterian Church'* aad l a t e r to *St*Johns* French 

Protes tant Church.' In the ear ly 3 0 f s i t tee l e f t the d i s t r i c t * 

fhe St.Andrews* Soc ie ty opened a home for "dispensing r e l i e f 

to d i s tressed^cetcK people-* on Dorchester S t r e e t , j u s t e a s t e f 

S t . P h i l i p s t r e e t * fh le i n s t i t u t i o n which was kaewa aa "The St* 

Andrews* Home41 remained here from 1966 to 1839 when i t was r e ­

placed by a g i n g e r - a l e manufactury. 

fhe Sa lvat ion Army in the year 1885-36 haA a miss ion on 

Dorchester s t r e e t aear Anderson Street* Far some reason or other 

I t did not f l o u r i s h . An important Salvat ion Army i n s t i t u t i o n , 

*fhe Metropole," a "doss-house* i s located jus t out ef the d i s t r i c t 

on Heraine S t r i c t * Strangely enough, the Salvat ion Army workers 

are not seen te eater Into the D i s t r i c t to carry on t h e i r s o c i a l -

work program* 

fhe Preteatent House af Industry and Refuge i s the one f 

I n s t i t u t i o n aew 1 oca tod en Dorchester S t r e e t which caa trace i t s 
I 

h i s t o r y back over a period of years* I t has remained on the sa l 

s i t e for aver f i f t y y e a r s . I t s t i l l operates aa a night refuge \ 
1 

far the hemelaas man* ——-

Among the other i n s t i t u t i o n s of today which we find on t h i s ' 
/ i 

a t r e e t , are the Univers i ty Set t lement , the Chinese branch of the f 

T*M*C*A, the Chinese United Church Miss ion, and 3t*Mieh&el fa * 
1 

Miss ion , tha miss ion of the Church of St.John the ^vaagal lst* f 
i, 

fheae institutions will be more thoroughly studied in a section | 
—••if 

ef the fellow lag chapter* 

fhe people who live ea this street are ef every race aad 

ecadltioa* It has act at any time been the street of any particular 
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n & t i o a a l i t y . At present there seems te be a rather high percentage 

e f French and Jewish people re s ident oa the s t r e e t * 

3*agaaehotl9re Street* 

Lagauohetiaro S t r e e t was named a f t e r aa o f f i c e r e f Carlgaae fa 

regiment ef the French regime* When the regiment disbanded he 

b u i l t a house on the a t r e e t which waa afterwards to bear h i s nam* 

Far many years t h i s a t r e e t , l i k e the e ther e t r e e t s of the 

d i s t r i c t , was e n t i r e l y r e s i d e n t i a l * On i t were loca ted severa l 

i n s t i t u t i o n s , only aae of which haa remained unaltered ta the 

present time* 

Certain I n s t i t u t i o n s , located ea the a r e a a - s t r e a t s touched 

Lagauchetiere Street* fheso were the Christ ian are the re* Scheoi , 

the B r i t i s h and Canadian School and tha Church ef fetre-Bame dee 

A ages aad are more f u l l y treated la tha d i scuss ion of Chennevll le 

aad Cot* S t r e e t s . 

Ia ! 9 i S the f l c t a r l a Univers i ty School of Medicine aad 

$wtgory oponoA i t s deera oa Lagaeeheti&re s t r e e t * I t remained there 

t i l l 1973 when i t moved te Craig a tree t* 

fhe Ladies of the Sacred Heart conducted a young l a d i e s 

boarding school ea Lag&aehetiere S tree t fac ing Cotd S tree t u n t i l 

IftfS - when i t moved to s t*Catheriae Street* An old map af the 

c i t y dated 1901 terms t h i s I n s t i t u t i o n aa "fhe Female Dloeeeaa 

School** 

from 1979 te 1999 the congregation of the Portuguese 

Synagogue ea Chennevllle S t r e e t maintained a Hebrew scheoi a t the 

eoraer e f Cheaaev i i l e aad Lagauohetl&ra Street* • 

fhe a i t a s af a i l theae I n s t i t u t i o n s of tha past have new 



been takea ever by commerce. 

Ia 1974 the *Befuge de l a Passion,** a h o s t e l for Catholic 

working g l r i a was e s t a b l i s h e d a t the corner of St.Urbaln Street* 

I t a t i l l occupies I t s a id s i t e * 

Adjoining Notre-Items des Aagea Church ia the "Patronage 

de Saint 71noent de Paul** f h i a i n s t i t u t i o n , under the super­

v i s i o n af the Brothers of $ t*$abrle l* i s a home for French orphan 

boys ef the apprentice c l a s s . I t was es tab l i shed in 1892, and 

a f t e r a few months moved t o i t s present s i t e . So ex tens ive was 

i t s work t h a t three addi t ions have hoon made ta the o r i g i n a l 

b u i l d i n g . I t new extends we l l ap $t*"eorge Street* 
\ 

Since tha entry ef the Chinese l a t e t h i s a t ree t la 1893, ] 

lite a t r e e t has gradual ly changed i t s face* Tko French aad I r i s h J 

hare beam gradual ly d i s p l a c e d , fod&y, far one short block,between 

Aad er sea aad St *3eerge S t r e e t , Hie re are houses l a t e which i n ­

dustry has act y e t come* I t i s the only block la the d i s t r i c t 

which ia e n t i r e l y f r e e from the encroachment of commerce* 

3t.Laurence a tree t* 

St.Laurence Boulevard, the **lfaia,* from Craig S t r e e t north 

te S t*CaSer ine S tree t* Is the eas tern boundary, and the cen tre of 

commercialised r e c r e a t i o n , exchange, marketing and t r a f f i c af the 
•< 

d l a t r i c t * I t serves aa each a centre for aeveral groups and 

neighborhoods. Here the homeless m&n flnda a p lace o f amusement 

and a stamping**ground far hand-outs* He, aa we l l as the younger 

peepl* f l a d cheap aad s t imulat ing recreat ion la the numerous penny-* 

arcades , s h o o t i u g - g a l l e r i e s , lew c l a s s burlesque houses* wax-work 



ausea, dance-hal ls , taverns, pool-rooms and lunch-counters. The ><Jt 

v i s i t e r to the c i t y seen finds his way to *fhe Main" for i t hae i 

acquired somewhat of a notor ie ty . 

e ffnd here several second-hand s tores ; the Barbers* l"*~-*~-^ 

Colleges, where one can get a hair-cat aad shave at a rory nominal 

ceat er even g r a t i a | tobacco stares and small book-stores carrying 
i 

a l i n e e f souvenirs calculated te arouse the baser senses; fortanej 

t e l l e r s who came t e the c i ty l a t e in the summer &nA leave early la 
•i 

the springj photographers who cater to transients aad farelgaera 

who wish to send tangible evidences of their success to the eld 

world; third aad fourth rate theatrea fronted witfe lurid posters t 

pregnant with l i f e * cheap restaurants ef the w h i t e - t i l e front, or 
i 

lunch-counter variety* several hotels which once enjoyed a good f 

repatatloaf taverns and a government liquor s tore; pool-rooms 

ef a lew order aad a l l ether highly e x c i t i i ^ mi A stimulating 

places ef amusement* 

St*Laurence Street Is also af interest because of the 

di f ferent types ef people who patronise the places ef amusement 

located between St* Catherine miA Dorchester Streets* I t has be­

came the playground of the foreigner, the hobo, the v i s i t e r te 

the c i t y , and the younger people of the d i s t r i c t s lying c loses t 

te i t* 

i t is e s sen t ia l l y a man's a treet , and very few women are te 

be seen unaccompanied oa th i s a tret* af ter dark* fhe commercial­

ised amusements, the mevie-palaeee, burlesque aad vaudevil le 

houses, peep-ahowa, peaay-arcades e t c . , cater rory largely te 

the sex-impulse, fhe res t leas and homeless f ind cheap stimulation 

* 
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t e l l e r s f * aheet lmg' -ga l l er ies , t a t t o o parlera ate* fhe taverns a t t r a c t 
/ 

very few of tha wcrkiag-mea of the d i s t r i c t * fhey fimd s o c i a l / 

l i f e la the taverns of the qu ie ter atreeta* *~~* 

vfc* commercialised v i c e a r e a , l a so far an the area e x i s t a j 

aa a unit today, l a but a few minutes walk from Tffha Wain* aad f 

hence the f r l a g e r s of the underworld, the pimp, the dope-pedlar 

and the * guides* to b l i a d - p i g s pursue t h e i r trade oa t h i s s t r e e t f 

of r e s t l e s s , excitement-aeeklng mon* -~-^ 

fhe babe f inds h i s f e l l ow ia the peel-rooms, barbere9 

c o l l e g e s &n& cheap ''eating hoeees** fhe fore igner seeks companion- j 
I 

ship i a the **eatiatroa, ,* the dance-hall aad the theatre* fhe s a i l e r 1 

»iww i Mil i\tmmmm*»mimB*mmmWlm 
.1 

patron i se s the shooting ga l l ery* the ta t too img-par ler , aad the 

theatre* fhe r i a l t e r ta the c i t y *takes in* the whole s t r e e t , aad 

l e a v e s for home with h i s pockets f i l l e d with souvenir post-aar&s, I 
\ 

favors etc** ef a permegraphie nature* *""*' 
fa the f e r e i g a e r there i s a wealth af s u b s t i t u t i o n far the > 

s o c i a l i t y he craves* fhe mind-reader adver t i se s that she can i 

apeak *?elel» - lueka - I t a l i a n - Yorewka** fhe restaurant windows 

bear t h e ward *£s t la trea»* ^fapheaioa,* or the l i k e * fhe photogr&pli-

era* windows are f i l l e d with p i c tures *deweleped while you wait* / 

ot peoples of orory natlea*,eless and condit ion* J 

fhe a t r e e t a lee a t t r a c t s the g&ag-boy* r i th the few cents he^ 

baa made from Junking he hurr ies t e the **3tarlaad* or the "Midway*^ 

la t ime, aa he grows o lder the a p e l l of the a t r e e t l a upon him and; 
I 

he frequents the pool-rooms,aad dance -ha l l e . Here he moots the I 
I 

f r i n g e r s of the demi-monde aad i s thus recru i t ed l a t a t h e i r ranks. 



Bat a l ong- s ide ot a l l t h i s amusement there i s the commercial 

aspect* 4a e x t e n s i v e r e t a i l trade la carried oa in the southern ead 

ef the s t r e e t f whi le an o ld i n s t i t u t i o n - the 3t*Laurence (Civic) 

Market s t i l l c a r r i e s on in the very centre of the amusements, fhere 

are aa pr ivate hemes i a tha a t r e e t but in some very few ins tance* 

people l i v e ever ahepa* 

f h i s in b r i e f ia a p ic ture of tha s t r e e t aa i t I s today. In 

Chapter 1 we saw the f i r a t beginnings of 3t*Laurenee suburb a leag 

at*Laurence Street* la ISIS the a t r e e t was created, and took i t s 

name from the r iver* A picture of the s t r e e t aa It appeared ia 

that year has been preserved by Borthwick* 

^St*Laurence suburb* commenced at a bridge over the creek a t 
the f e e t of 3t.Laurence s t r e e t * f h i s s t r e e t , aa far ap as where 
Ontario a$u la t er see ta* was quite th ick ly l ined with lew woadea 
bui ld!age* Above 3harbroake s t r e e t and before the Mile "$n& favera , 
there were but two houses, both af them atone***•*" *# 

By 197$ the nature of the a t r e e t changed cons iderably , i t 

had by then become q u i t e important commercially. 

* We aow ascend st*Laaraaee **ai» S t r e e t , the o l d e s t s t r e e t 
l eading from the city**** I t therefore nooA be no source of surpr ise 
te find horo and there , a leag i t s l e n g t h , houses one-s torey In 
h e i g h t , with the h igh-pi tched roof covered with sh ing le s ea which 
the moaa has grown luxuriant ly? in some cases the t o t t e r i n g frames 
ef these f a l d ones9 speaks more loudly than words, mA t e l l s that 
we stand ia t h e presence of a fcentenarian* * Our t o u r i s t w i l l 
however n o t i c e t h a t such bui ld ings are the except ion , the rule be lag 
f l a e new eteae e d i f i c e s v i c i n g with those of any other s t r e e t * In~ 
f a c t t h i s i s one of the pr inc ipa l bus iness s t r e e t s of the c i t y * * * 

faday the "f lae new stone e d l f l e e a * have became so covered "> 

with s i g n s that they can hardly be recognised aa such* fhe ba i ld iage* 
si 

according ta modern standards are rather small and dowdy. One b u i l d ­

ing , the "Monument nat iona l* i s quite extens ive* fhe i n i t i a l coat ^ 3 

• Cueted i a Berth* tele *e *Hletory of Moatreal." 1997 p*l53* 
3*p.112-13* *A Strangers f Amide t o Etmtresa * - CB.Jhiaholm & Brae* 

1975* 



ef t h i s bu i ld ing was over hal f a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , which at the 

time of I t s e r e c t i o n , was a considerable sum. • ' 

fhe*Monament l a t i o n a l * was b u i l t by the Sa int Jeaa-Bapt late 
/ 

S e c i e t y af Montreal aad waa intended ta serve as the headquarters/ 
i 

ef Freach-Canadlaalsm* I t teak aa i t s motto "Bendre l e peaple 

mel l leur" aad I n s t i t u t e d t echa l ea l c l a s s e s * In time these c l a s s e s 

became very ex tens ive § courses were giron In m e t a l l u r g y , commerce, 

hygiene,drawing (free-hand and mechanical) sculptur ing , a r c h i t e c t ­

ural dee lga lag , l i thographing , garment c u t t i n g , etc* 

Spaee l a the bu i ld ing was rented t o s t a r e s and la 1997, .; 

Be leeaa ' s e x h i b i t i o n of colored l i g h t s , a s well as the &u.*to Bdea 

were two ef the features of the c i t y , fhe Museum s t i l l e x i s t s , 

though I t i s aow housed ia the basement* ^ 

Today the "Monument national'* has g r e a t l y changed In 

character* I t i a aa l e a g e r the headquarters of Frenoh-Canadlanlsm \ 

t h a t I t once waa. I t s theatre has become the locus far tha present - / 

a t l e n of f ore ign t h e a t r i c a l s , fhe Jewish,Chinese and other r a c i a l 

groups have came to l eek upon i t as "Hat loner* to themselves .Only 

o c c a s i o n a l l y daea a French company make aae a f the "Monument.* 

Another survivor on the s t r e e t ia the 'St.Laurence Market** 

fhe market waa e s t a b l i s h e d la 1991* Today i t houses severa l butcher 

ahepa but i s s t i l l known as A market* ~ 

fhe moat Important i n s t i t u t i o n which has disappeared la 

the *£ee le S t . Laurent,rt fauaded In 1793 by tha Snlp ic laa fathers 

"for pear young g l r i a of the d i s t r i c t . " It s tead u a t l l 1945 a t t h e 

corner ef St .Cather ine Street* 

As St .Lsarence S tree t ear ly became commercialised there • 
/ 

have been very few i n s t i t u t i o n s located on It* I 
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Social Organisation* 

la am area which cm the surface appears te be characterised 

hy impersonality of contacts , high mobility aad eom»e$neat r e l a t i v e 

aaaaymlty, segregation of racial groups, peer housing condit ions , 

v ice aad poverty, aad a l l the ether indices ef disorganisation - l a 

a ward, in a slum area - one weald act expect t e find s table s o c i a l 

organisat ion. Bat evaa l a each areas we find ins t i tu t ions bath 

formal aad informal. 

ta t h i s chapter we wi l l leak la te acme ef these ins t i tu t ions 

bat f i r s t ef a l l we mast point eat that the formal Ins t i tut ions 

f a l l l a t e twe c lasses f l a t the ^fattre* aad ^Impeaed*** By a "matire 

ins t i tu t ion* ia understood these ferme of Inst i tut ions whidh grew 

ap i a any community* fhey mro ins t i tut ions farmed by aad far WLO 

people of the l o c a l i t y which they serve. Among them we would l i s t 

the School, tha Church, the cultural (national) s o c i e t i e s e t c . * 
ffimposed ins t i tu t ions* on the other head*are formed by outsiders 

te serve the in teres t s ef the l oca l i ty ia which they are located, 

fheae are the Missions, Settlement laaaea, and the Playground when 

i t i a organised ea a Social Service bas i s . 

Borderline between the Satire aad Imposed Inst i tut ions we find 

the i n s t i t u t i o n s ef control , the government, e spec ia l ly city-govern -

meat* Po l i t i c s ia t h e , c i t y la baaed ea a restr ic ted loca l i ty basis* 

fhe alderman ef a e l t y ward must know the voters and manifest aa 

Interest la their regard* la city-government there are many depart­

ments bat those moat eiaaaly related ta the neighborhood are the 

i a e t l t a t i o a e ef the Police aad 81 *ar~I»iaygreuada** Another borderline 

I n s t i t u t i o n Is r i c e la ae far as It i s commercialieed* Such border­

l i n e ins t i tu t ions are formed ia part by the people ef the l o c a l i t y 

aad alee ia part by the eat side* fhelr pur pace la te serve primarily 
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the wider eemmualty but mere d i r ec t l y the people ef the smaller area* 

Besides these formal ins t i tu t ions we have the informal, mere 

personal ones, organised ea a basis ef primary contacts* fheae are 

the family, the neighborhood and the informal play-group er the 

gang. Wherever people l i r e a home-life we find the family ami ; 

wherever there are families there are children whe form the i r } 

aa so el a t l one • - ^ 

/ ^ • " 



Informal Inst i tut ions* 



1. 
IUIV Family* 
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fhe origin of the family, l i k e that of aay other s o c i a l I n s t i t -
§" 

uticn la obscured ta the period of pre - l i t eracy . However,we can ge t 

back ta the time when we find the family in the farm ef a felkway 

control l ing the re la t ions ef the sexeso At f i r s t these folk-ways were 

experimental bat ia time they became mores and p o l i c i e s , subsequently 

to be aacredlaed by r e l i g i o n . A rational def init ion was la ter given 

to the p o l i c i e s , and family practices became conventionalised and 

acquired a body of tradi t ion, fhe family was then an ins t i tut ion* 

Crises i a the l i f e ef the Inst i tut ion are re f lec ted la movements 

to take over a part af the functions af the family* Today we have 

movements te care far childraa - Juvenile Courts, Play—Schools, 

Kindergarteas, in s t i tu t iona l i s ed recreatioa etc* 

in s p i t e of t h i s , certain basic functions of the family s t i l l 

obtain* fhe family continues I t s attempt ta regulate the re lat ion 

between the sexes; I t s chief function la the reproduction of c h i l ­

dren and the development ef the ir personality* fo carry thla out i t 

Is the vehicle of tradi t ion , i t interprets the moral codes af tha 

community, d irects the child pos i t i ve ly er negatively as ta the 

contacts he shal l make and Is his social aad recreational centre* 

Xa the modera family the character is t ic that i s ceasing most 

alarm i s disunity* fhe factors making far th i s c r i s i s are la id at the 

deer ef mobility* Today the£e ia aa ever-increasing variety ef soc ia l 

contacts , leas ef soc ia l continuity through res ident ia l mobility,and 

a consequent decrease la neighborly Interest* 

1* Ia thla f i r s t s ec t ion we only attempt to give a h a s t i l y drawn 
picture of the family and of the p l a y - l i f e of the d i s t r i c t .These 
primary associat ions have been suf f i c i ent ly studied far our pur­
pose by s o c i a l o g l s t s . We refer the reader especia l ly to Hewrer'a 
nFamily Disorganisation* aad Thrasher's "gang*" 
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the weakness of s o c i a l contro l* ta tha f i r s t p lace we find that 

parents de met g e t a l e a g wel l with each ether* Mnny casual l&borere 

l i v e l a t h i s d i s t r i c t , and tha uncertainty of employmeat frequently^ 

leads t e b i cker ing and banal ea conducive to deser t ion* Aa of ten aa 
I 

a c t the mother hae t o supplement the family budget with her own labiir 

aad very of tan during periods ef employment depreaelea she i s the j 
I 

s a l e bread-winner. Then aha aaaagee t o keep the family together with 

*., «^«. ... „.„... , w *. u «..—* .r - >-.*««. I 
^oneeqaentiy when he subsequently becomes unemployed she can by her j 

i 
/ • • ^tuJ3***" " " x ^ ^ ^ sans-*™* 4ms"*'*'**' 

nagging I n d i r e c t l y induce deser t ion . |The fo l lowing case came under I 
my observetIon whi le at the Univers i ty Settlement* 

fhe mother of a family of four chi ldren waa farced ta seek 
employment. She obtained a p o s i t i o n c leaning out tramcara for two 
er three hoars each morning* &or husband ia much o lder then h e r s e l f 
aad has no trade* He was w i l l i n g a t t i n e s to de night-watchman work 
far three hours l a the evening , f i v e n ight s a week, far which he 
rece ived $2.50* fhe family budget waa further increased by the em­
ployment of t h e o l d e s t boy l a the messenger s e r v i c e a t #§ .00 per 
week aad a l e e by r e l i e f from the Social Agencies. 

fhe mother soon r e a l i s e d t h a t her husband was not indispensable 
aad cont inua l ly magged a t him u n t i l he l e f t her* He disappeared f a r 
three day* and then returned. Since the f i r s t d e a e r t l e a he has l e f t 
ea two er three occas ions y e t always comes back* Hew t h i s ease w i l l 
terminate I s unknown, y e t i t seems not improbable that he w i l l 
e v e n t u a l l y l e a v e for geed er e l s e the mother w i l l refv&o te accept 
him when he re turns , fhe mother waa described by a clergyman a a a 
"primit ive met her" - eae who w i l l l i e , a t e & l , b e g or borrow f a r her 
chi ldren* fhey are always kept clean and t h e house i s mast orderly* 

f h i s eaae I s rather t y p i c a l of the neighborhood, fhere l a a 

s e l e c t i o n of laborers ia the d i s t r i c t . In a surrey ef the r e l a t i o n 

ef occupation t e d e a e r t l e a made in nine a t a t e s ef the Union i t waa 

found t h a t laborers ranked 15th ea t ef the f l r a t 36 c l a s s e s . Season^ 

a i labor la Heatreal ia rather e x t e n s i v e because af tha harbour. 
« w , f c M 0 B ^ p ^ » M » » » « M » « « ) » > M B » » W M B B « « | » « » ^ I l l Willi*! • ••WMW«WW<»W»MMW«».a^^a>^»l^«M^^»W>BMt»»«WtWMWW» 
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\nother eaae ef family d i s o r g a n i s a t i o n due te l a e e m p e t i b i l i t y l e 
that ef a Tory yaaag ceaple who married l a 1926* fhe bay i s 21 yeare 
ef a g e , a French Canadian Protes tant , fhe g i r l aa I r i s h Soman Catho l i c , 
met her husband a t daaees he ld l a the Settlement* fhey were married 
l a a Oathel le Church aad l i v e d toge ther far s i x weeks* fhe w i f e 
deserted because her husband waa unable ta take her out very much* 
fhe family l i v e d with h i s mother* Last f a l l a ch i ld waa bera and aa 
attempt waa made t e r e h a b i l i t a t e the fami ly , fhe wife remained with 
her husband for twe days a f t e r belag discharged from the h o s p i t a l * 
She returned t e her own heme taking the c h i l d wi th her* They s t i l l 
eee each e ther at Sett lement daaees though they de not speak. 

This ease demonstrates the mat Infrequent r e s u l t af e a r l y , h a s t y 

marriage, fhe husband waa very much attached te h i s mother aad stayed 

a t heme te keep her company, fhe wife* a yaaag g i r l who had just 

begaa t a enjoy l i f e f e l t the r e s t r a i n t Irksome, aad when the husband 

waa e a t of work l e f t him oa the ground af noa-support. 

however, there are many Instances ef great fami ly u n i t y , p a r t ­

i c u l a r l y among the Jews aad the Ho man Catho l i c s . Two f a m i l i e s that 

l i v e aide by a ide ehew a great deal ef unity i a s p i t e ef d i f f i c u l t i e a * 

Za eae eaae the mother la a Roumanian Jewess married to a West Indian 

9egre* la the other eaae the couple are I r i s h aad parents ef seven 

chi ldren* Because of i l l - h e a l t h the husband has been a meat i r r e g u l a r 

worker si m e the war, y e t t h e family stay* t o g e t h e r . &t eae time 

l a s t summer the house waa be ing run by the e ight -year eld daughter 

while the father* met her* e l d e r brother and e lder s i s t e r were l a the 

h o s p i t a l s . Za both f a m i l i e s there Is a great deal ef a f f e c t i o n shown 

t e the chi ldren* 

fhe Sang* 
•mmmwmmmmmmmmmmmmwmm 

Meet ef the homes aa we have seen are arowded and u n a t t r a c t i v e . 

t h e r e l e l i t t l e roam far adequate play fer the c h i l d r e n . Quite aat~ / 

u r a l l y they turn te the a t r e e t aad there meet other chi ldren l i k e w i s e 
I 

l a search ef spare-t ime a c t i v i t i e s , fhe s t r e e t gamin and the boy** i 
r 

gangs are products e f crowded down-town areas and inadequate community 
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reereat l eaa l resources*/ 

Spontaneous pi ay-time aesoelet leaa grew ap everywhere* i t l e 
1. 

l a the f f Interst ices ef soc iety* aa Br*fbrasher has pointed eat in 

hie study ef OhIcage gangs, that each free-t ime associat ions are 

characterised by e a s e d at ions ea a c o n f l i c t basis* fhe gaag la a 

conf l i c t greap with a high degree of se lec t ion ef l o c a l i t y aad age* 

Beys ef a certain a t r e e t bead together to pursue the ir pleasures 

where they w i l l * daage from ether s t r e e t s united for a l i k e purpose 

naturally soma l a t e cent act with them whan a common goal la desired* 

f h i s brings about c o n f l i c t , aad s tree t - f ight s are the result* 

These rows however are act very common aa the gaag seen learns 

where It earn enjoy unlnterruptlon* fhe excitement ef conf l ic t far 

thla reaaea must be s e a # t la ether channels. Conflict l o ses much of 

I t s physical nature aad becomes more aad mere a game af brains* To 

*pat i t over* someone i s jus t as excit ing aad l e s s dangerous. 

fhe small-boy gaag (10-13 yrm+) ge t s a kick eat ef a forbidd­

en smoke, petty thieving, aad the enjoyment af forbidden pleasures, 

bunking they f ind Is a profitable game, and when b a t t l e s , lead-pipe 

aad rags cannot be obtained l ega l ly there la aa added seat la taking 

sack things ear rept i t lonely from neighbors* shads aad yorAo^ Bal l -

playing en tha s t r e e t i a more exciting than la the play-ground 

fer the younger h&y There la always the prospect ef a chase e i ther 

from the cop er from same Irate neighbor. Za the play-ground they 

haven't much opportunity t e secure the better diamonds, as their 

elder brothers soon pat them off* 

fhe elder gangs (13-15 yro9\ having learned of the joy ef 

"patting I t over" disdain Hjunking." fhe mere criminally inc l ined 

£---' 

1* otr« ?.&.Thrasher, "fhe £amg* 
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f ind pleasure in breaking l a t e houses aad asm 11 shops. Usually 

they make t h e i r raids out ef the d i s t r i c t though act iafreqaently 

they break late the Settlement at might* 

One Sunday afternoon twe ef the Settlement workorm had occasion 
te ge te the Settlement^ fhey entered through the basement deer aad 
as they mounted the s t a i r s heard ee mesne running a ere as the f l eer 
above, when they catered the off l e e they feaad that the desk la which 
petty each was usually kept had been forced open aad same money 
missing. Being s a t i s f i e d that the cu lpr i t was s t i l l l a the building 
they started t e search. One bey waa found under the pool - table , aad 
another behind a counter. When questioned they denied that they had 
been l a the of f ice er that they had taken the money. 

These twe bays were m amber a ef the same gang* A third member had 
been stat ioned outside bat was amebic ta give the alarm* 

l e y s ef t h i s age begin t e f e e l that they eaa secure recognition 

under a mere s e e l a l l y recognised organisation, fhey act Infrequently 

give themselves a name and attempt t e organlee. The gaag very often . 

beaomes a s lab with regularly e lected o f f i c e r s . At th i s age the 

fermality aad res tra int la often f e l t te be toe irksome and the club 

deserts the Settlement as far as regular meetings are concerned. 

However, aa they grew elder th«y de f in i t e ly take ea a formal 

organisat ion. 9o^yo from 13 to 1? years of age became Tf01abM members* 

fhe s lab l e usually formed by Hie eld gang aad recruits other members 

ef l i k e ages and in teres t s from unattached beys* fhe clab i s gener­

a l l y am "athle t ic aad soc ia l* aae and partic ipates in most ef the 

seasaaal sports* 

Occasionally a slab i s farmed ea aa la tereat b a s i s . A group 

ef boys Interested ia Water Polo l a s t winter, banded together aad 

farmed a elab* When the Pels aeaaea was ever the clab - as such -

disbanded mat 11 meat year when thqy wi l l resume their a c t i v i t i e s . 

Although the gangs are continually la c o n f l i c t with one 

another they w i l l always Jala tag ether when a large gaag from 

another d i s t r i c t invades their territory* Svery year during the 
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hockey eeasea a gaag ef French boys from farther e a s t , came te 

Buffer in Square where hockey games are la progrmo* fhey are s p e l l ­

ing far a fight* Seme t r i v i a l Incident occurs to which they take 

exception* fh i s s i tuat ion i s se ised upon aad se magnified aad d i s ­

torted that a general f ight ensues* The e lder hoym sometimes use 

kaaekle-daeters, sand-bags, black-jacks er pieces of pipe* Caaunit­

i e s are then frequent and a l l join la the fray. I t i s ealy infrequeat ly 

that there are serious results* fhe f i gh t steps as suddenly as i t 

s t a r t s with the appearance ef the "eepe* er aa unexpected reinforce­

ment ef eae of the gangs. After the retreat another attach sometimes 

takes place aad always a considerable gang hangs around waiting far 

mare trouble er t e discuss the fight* Za these f ights the elder 

beys ef the neighborhood play t h e i r part. An invasion cannot be 

tolerated aad In ae time the ga*vga ef former Asyo reunite te upheld 

the digaity ef the neighborhood. 

SirIs* Cliques. 
«*Mw»M»wB«iwww»iiw«w«iW^imiiwi.ti>iai w n»»i> 

Bat assoc iat ions are act confined te the boys* fhe g i r l s of tea 

join together sad form clubs, fheir associations are l e s s formal 

aad l e s s enduring | jea lous ies sees break ap the Sir la f Slab. 

fhe g i r l s usually go l a twos aad threes once they s t a r t to 

work* Association rea l ly s t a r t s la ear ly childhood bat l e most casual 

a a t l i a common Interes t I s found, when the g i r l s tar t s work she f l a t s 

a companion who walks with her te aad frea the factory er department­

a l store* Occupational s e l e c t i o n i s Hie fa s t er la most eases ef 

spontaneous as soc ia t ions . A common in teres t Is generally the factor 

l a a s s e e l a t l c a s ar i s ing ea t ef formally organised a i r l s * Clubs* 

fhe g i r l who joins a sewing- er danelag~elass er the g i r l who 

wants to play baaket-ball er hockey meets aa ether l a the sums group* 

Associations aad friendships are sometimes b u i l t ap la thla way bat 
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fer the most part, when toe basket-ball seasoa om&o er the 

c l a s s e s are f inished Just aa with the Water Pole among the boys, 

there Is a d is integrat ion of the club* fhe members seak ether 

i n t e r e s t s aad unless a l l share the new latere at the d a b disperses* 

About three years age a group e f g i r l s (11 &nA 12 yrs* ef age) 
came to the Settlement la a body waatlag ta form a clab. fhey were 
a l l Jewish g i r l s with the exception ef the ir laader, a g i r l of Eng­
l i s h extract ion . Their leader was Twry much Interested ia stage 
damclmg and had been coached hy a man who had taken an 1st eras t l a 
her* 

fhe g i r l s had become associated a t school, and were wel l ac­
quainted with each ether* After they had bean given a meeting room 
and had been formally banded together as a s l ab , they approached a 
Settlement worker with a view to putting ea a concert. Their idea 
was te secure coaching l a danclag and present soma chorus and acrobat­
i c dancing. t' 

Aa the ir plans didn't go through the club soon brake np* 

Uallke the boys' gangs, this group ef g i r l s were not recruited 

from ono s t r e e t , fhey formed the ir associat ion at school aad admiring 

the ta lent of aae ef t h e i r number, s e t her up as leader, fhey were 

aa interest-group, sad as i s the eaae with so many Interest-groups, 

leadership devolved upea the one who waa meat s k i l f u l . When th i s 

leader-ship had t e be shared with a Settlement worker, dissent ion 

se t l a aad the club dispersed* 

A group ef Jewish g i r l s approached a Settlement worker with a 
view to orgaaislng a basket-ball c lub , fheae g i r l s fer the most part 
Hwed cat of the d i s t r i c t * One er tee had formerly been residents 
ef the d i s t r i c t aad were kno*n to the Settlement* fhey brought 
friends with them aad farmed a clab* A achaol gymnasium waa secured 
fer t h e i r use eace a week, fhe club has held together for some years 
bat the ceatact with the Settlement Is most casual. Few of the g i r l s 
ever come to the Settlement for anything ether than te see a worker 
about matters pertaining ta basket-bal l . 

Here again Is aa Interest-group af g i r l s , fhey hare managed 

to held together because the i n t e r e s t has been sa t i s f i ed* fhelr 

ceatact with the Settlement workers Is casual aad organisation as a 

clab I s act rory strong* fhey seldom have meetings apart from the ir 
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praet less aad games* fhe aaly type of club that meets regularly 

at ttie Settlement teat enjoys amy degree of continuity are those 

that are of a formal nature, vies S lr l Guides aad Brownies* fhsy 

are met la the s t r i c t sense of the word a club - aer are they l a .u 

any eease aa organised or formalised clique* 
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fhe Church 71 

Among tee formal organisations of any community the church Is 

pmrhopo the meat s l g n l f i e a a t in s t i tu t ion teat may be used as an Index 

ef ehamge la the particular community In which i t i s located* fhe 

movement af peoples la or out of a d i s t r i c t i s re f lec ted in the church* 

Za general a d i s t inc t ion between tee Satee l le and Fretestaat church 

may be made regarding organisation, fhe Catholic Jhurch ia organised 

ea a l o c a l i t y bas i s } the Protestant anarch, ea the other hand, i s 

usually organised &m a membership basis* Far t h i s reaaea, the Prot­

estant church Is largely dependent ea i t s lay leadership* A membership 

c r i s i s l a therefore, mora serious te the Protestant than to tee 

Catholic church. 

fhe Protestant church i s a c l a s s , and even language i a s t l t a t l e a J 

I t la ac t Satkell* la this respect* fhe £atee l ic church however/] 

embraces a l l c l a s se s and tongues, ahaagss in the economic a tat us or/ 

nat ional i ty ef the peoples ot a community moy therefore three tea ^ 

the very existence ot the Protestant church* I ts continuity la then 

only guaranteed hy a successful accommodation. 

If the congregatioa ef a Protestant church moves away several.j 
i 

eventua l i t i e s arise* fhe church mar fallow i t s congregation} i t may 

transfer i t s proporty to a aaw congregation or i t may adapt I t s e l f 

te the changed condition* If i t i s suf f i c i ent ly wall endowed i t may 

s t i l l be able t e carry en la I t s eld leeua aad attempt to win over 

te i t s membership the newcomers to the d i s t r i c t* In this eaae I t 

becomes a mission church. If the new group Invades the church l a 

s u f f i c i e n t l y great numbers te displace a l l the or ig inal congregation 

there i s usually also a change ia tha functionaries and even tee dogma* 
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'hen however the d i sp laced congregation s t i l l cont inues t e r e t a r a 

te the church in s u f f i c i e n t l y g r e a t numbers t o guarantee i t s economic 

l i f e , that la to say, when i t l a not only adequately endowed bat s t i l l 

draws soma of i t s o r i g i n a l members i t may so adapt i t s e l f t e become 

a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y down-town church* fhe down-town church usua l ly 

has a morning omrrioe tor i t s congregation aad an evening s e r v i c e tor 

t r a n s i e n t s and unattached people , fheae people are drawa to the church 

by an advertisement ef some a t t r a c t i o n - a spec ia l musical program, 

a page a t , a famous preacher or a t a l k on some v i t a l top ic of the day* 

Usually tee down-town church has t e eagage profess ional l eaders 

to replace the l a y l eadersh ip spontaneously produced i n the o r i g i n a l 

congregat ion, fhe ml ale tar cont inues te do the pariah work, but he i s 

a s s i s t e d by a preacher aad of ten a r e l i g i o u s educa t iona l i s t* Tory 

often the church h i r e s a Socia l Worker who takes over a part ef the 

werk e r i g l a a l l y within the previace of tee paster* 

l a the Cathol ic church, the change of membership dees not 

present a c r i s i s * fhe o r i g i n a l congregation m$y move away but coa-

t l a u i t y I s guaranteed* l a some cases there i s not even an immediate 

change in funct ionar ies* When however, the eadowment af the char oh 

la mat s u f f i c i e n t l y great to guarantee tee continuance of the church, 

appeals to the members of the o r i g i n a l congregation have t e be made* 

Usual ly a great maay members ef the or ig inal congregation s t i l l a t tead 

tee church fer sentimental reasene , even though thoy have me red some 

d i s tance from the neighborhood. S l ight adaptations take place in the 

down-town Cathol ic church* I t tends ta c a t e r ta t rans i en t s and draws 

them by a d v e r t i s i n g in the newspapers* I t alone of a l l the Oathel le 

churches r e l i e s upon the newspaper te a t t r a c t people to I t s s e r v i c e s * 
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Occas loaa l ly a s p e c i a l musical pregram, or a noted preacher i s used 

te a t t r a c t people* 

l a the change which took place in Buffer!a D l a t r i c t we s e e 

examples ef a l l t h e s e c r i s e s in the l i f e ef the church. 

*he Canada Presbyterian Oharoh which was formerly located en 

ac t* S t r e e t , met I t s c r i s i s by moving ea t of t h e d i s t r i c t * I t f o l l o w ­

ed I t s ceagregat loa* l a apcuklag of t h i s church, Atherton records that t 

* * . * . . the character af the l o c a l i t y by 187? had completely 
changed* The Protestant part af the population had mostly removed 
westward, t o aa inconvenient d i s tance from the church and the remnant 
were gradual ly moving ^way in the nmo d i r e c t i o n , and the eease^taat 
drepplng-ef f of f a m i l i e s and members who were Joining charohee much 
mere convenient to thodr dwel l ings muAo the absolute n e c e s s i t y of 
the removing of the church bui ld ing quite apparent.* *• 

fhe Mrnklne Presbyterian Ohureh, the o ld Scotch Secess ion 

Sharon en Sheaaev i l l e S tree t , a l so moved cut ot the die t r i e t . fhia 

church waa b u i l t ia 1834 and continued ta hold i t s o r i g i n a l congre­

gat ion t i l l 1866 when **lt waa thought advisable to secure a s i t e 
* « 

l a a mare s u i t a b l e l o c a l i t y * " 

St.John tee t v e a g a l l e t Church moved from Dereheeter s t r e e t 

f i f t y yeara age for the same reason* I t at present has a dispersed 

ceagregat iaa but i t I s so we l l endowed t h a t i t Is able te maintain 

a miss ion house on Dorchester Street* and another to the Jews on 

Clarke S t r e e t * 

fwe other Protes tant Oharohee were located l a the D i s t r i c t * 

Beth ef these churches were missionary* fhe Weslyaa Sabbath School 

l a t e r known as the F i r s t Vronah Me teed 1st Shareh, and the St* Johns9 

French Protestant (Fresbytoriaa} dhurch have been forced ta disband* 

fhere are not even t r a c e s of the bu i ld ings l e f t * In the case ef 

these churches the c r i s i s was f i n a n c i a l In so f a r as moaey was being 

1 * q i u r K N T ^ WlXtmi—W,! .„„ . , ,.,, || _^._, L 

2* Alfred Saadham "Sentre&l Past and Present.'* p.252* 
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spent, but there was ao stable congregation, fhe First French 

Hethedlst Sharafc became fhe Primitive Methodist ahuret* aad teas 

t r i ed te maintain I t s e l f hy embracing a larger congregation5 bat 

even th i s fa i l ed* 

Located Just te the west of the District* oa St*3ateerlne 

Street* i s the St* Jamos Halted Church. It i s a typical down-town 

church. As commerce invaded the Dis tr ic t the congregation of this 

church became dispersed throughout the city* As a result ®&ny ot the 

original congregation became a f f i l i a t e d with other churches, fh i s 

meaat teat d i f f i c u l t y was being f e l t la meeting the church budget* 

Aa accommodation was made hy the erect ion of a shop aad of f ice 

building around the front of the church, fhe church la now almost 

hidden from 3t*3ateeriae Street* Entrance is effected through aa ar­

cade* 

extent teat i t la mow able ta draw I t s parishonera from a i l over [ 
\ 

tee c i t y to I t s morning service* la tee evening i t caters ta a las* 

c lose ly ka l t congregation which assembles because af the e f f e r i a g j 

ef soma attraction* 

fhe lay—leadership also has given way to professional leader 

ship* Besides the minister and his as s i s tant preacher there i s a 

re l i g ious educat ional i s t . 

Behind the St*Laurence Market oa 3t.Dominique Street there 

was enee a German church* As I t s congregation moved away i t tea was 

farced to c lose I t s doers o.nA l ocate farther north* 

fhe Synagogue on CJiiennevi 1 le s t ree t has had at l eas t three 

di f ferent congregations* Originally i t was b u i l t by the Spanish* 

Portuguese congregations. When th is congregation moved te Stanley 
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Street* the Syaagegue was used far a short time by the P a l i s h - ^1 

German congregation* At present the Houmanian Jews worship h e r e , ! 

bat they are s e l l i n g the property te move north* _ — ^ 

fhe Catho l i c s of the D i s t r i c t o r i g i n a l l y worshipped i a Metre-

Dame Church f the Parish church of Montreal* fh i s church is now com­

p l e t e l y marooned by commerce ye t s t i l l remains* I t i s r i c h l y endowed * 
/ 

aad has became somewhat of a monument. For t h i s reason i t i s l i k e l y ; 

te remain impervious to a i l changes that ga on about i t s doers* 

When the I r i s h fla teal 1c group became s u f f i c i e n t l y large to 

warrant a church far themselves, temporary provis ion was made for 

them l a t h e e l d l e c e l l e t Church u n t i l i t became inadequate* St* 

P a t r i c k ' s Jharch was than b u i l t ea Lagaachetlare S tree t Just west 

of the D i s t r i c t . I t inc ludes wi th in i t s parish boaadarles , Bufferln 

D i s t r i c t * I t too l i k e St»James United Ohureh i s becoming divorced 

from i t s congregat ion ea a l o c a l i t y bas i s* However, the congregation 

a t i l l r e t u r n s , fhe dwel l ings vacated hy i t s or ig ina l parishoaera, 

whea tbsy are a c t invaded by industry are occupied hy people ef a 

d i f f e r e n t s t a t u s and often hy people of a d i f f e r e n t language* fhe 

newcomers are not numerical ly strong enough t o supersede the o r i g i n a l 

I r i s h congregation* fhey a t tend S t * ? a t r i c k ' s Ohureh and have become 

incorporated i a t e i t s caagregatioa* 

S t * P a t r i c k ' s Share** a lone , ef a l l the Catholic churches of 

tee c i t y , makes mo ot the newspaper to a t t r a c t people to i t s s e r v i c e s * 

fhe French of tha D i s t r i c t who do not at tend fiotre-Bame "A 

Ofcarsh. worship at the Seam on Bleary Street* I t , l i k e 3 t * F a t r i e k f s , \ 

aad Hotre~Dams Ghureh, s t i l l Is able t e draw I t s caagregat ioa t e I t s 

doors* 
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Aa I n t e r e s t i n g t rans fer of church progorty to seen l a Betre~ 

Same dee Aagee Church* fhe church bu i ld ing was b u i l t by the Scotch 

Secess ion Church, aad when i t fol lowed I t s congregat ion tee property 

was acquired by t h e Catholic Church. I t Is a chapel at prooon%9 a c t 

a p a r i s h , aad l a used by the Patronage de Sa int Vincent de Paul* 

A s imi lar t rans fer was made teen the church of St.John tee 

Bvaagal l s t was taken over far the I t a l i a n Cathol ics . I t was a 

S i s s i on Church aad therefore did not have a regular congregation* 

Whea the I t a l i a as became s u f f i c i e n t l y o%rong they organised the ir 

ewa p a r i s h e s , fhey aow have twe churches located where there i s a 

concentrat ion of I t a l i a n people* 
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fhe School. 

Ia tee Province ef ouebec there le no compulsory educatioa law* 

fhe a m i d labor regulations, however, have a s l ight educational j 

requirement* Amy ch i ld under s ixteen years ef age may secure a work-

l a g - c e r t i f i c a t e provided he cam read aad write* If he l e fourteen j 
? 
i 

aad the family requires that he work he may secure the working-csrt* 

I f i c a t e aader the same proviso but l a addition he may be required j 

te attend night-school . 

Moreover, since tee law allows a chi ld te refase corporal 

punishment, i a which eaae he Is expelled from tee school, i t l e 

met surprising teat t e many people ef tee Dis tr ic t , tee school 

means vety l i t t l e * At any hoar of the day countless children may be 

seem la the s t r e e t s er at the playground, who sheald be attending 

scheoi* Tery often at a very young age they s t a r t te work la tee 

s tree t trades* la meet cases they are able te pass the l i t eracy 

t e s t . Be sever, tee re are ecme children who attend the Settlement] 

who de met attend school aad eaa' t read or write* fhe member* i 

although act very great* i s suf f ic ient ly large ta prewlde further 

evidence te tee disorganisation ef the District* —* 

la the past teers were seweral large schools located l a the 

Dlatr ic t . fee ef tease have passed cat ef ex i s tence , fhe Br i t i sh 

and Oeaadian School, formerly located at the eeraer ef Lagauchetlere 

and Ohenaevilla a t ree t , was established ia 1822 for the promotion 

ot education among "The yeaag ef the laboring c lasses of every 

pereaaslem** I t was s u f f i c i e n t l y large te handle 650 children* I t 

l e s igmif ieant teat at ao time were there mere thaa a handful af 

Reman Catholic children la atteadance* fhe schael was c lessd l a 1890* 
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fhe '•Boole Saint Laurent," waa establ ished in 1793 by tee 

Salplclan Fathers "en favour das Jeunes f i l l e s psuvres de ce quartier. 

fhe d irect ion af the eohooi was given ever to a Sisterhood. This 

school steed at the oomor ef St.Catherine aad St.Laurence unt i l 

1845* Zt then located ea St.Catherine Street between St.Urbain and 

St.Charles Barrorale s t r e e t s , where i t remained unti l ISM* 

Another *3eele Saint Laurent,* which s t i l l operates i s tee 

Christian Brothers* school ea aetd Street* fhe *g*we ds T i l l s * 

property was bou^tt by the Salplelaa Fathers fer the Brothers i n 

1999* 

By 1640 ever 850 pupils were in attendance. Originally the 

Christian Brothers taught only at th i s school, foday they of fer their 
I-

serv icss t h r o a t out tee c i t y . Before 31. Patrick's School was as tab* 

l i shed in I t s present quarters ea LagauchetlVre Street , c l a s s e s 

assembled l a tee Brothers' School. 

3t*Patrick's Schools tor the English-speaking cathol ics* l e t r c -

Pame School oa Oiarke Street* above Ontario, far the French* speak lag f 

cathol ic g i r l s $ and Dufferin School fer l easee teal lea* fhe Honumaat / 

Rational s t i l l conducts same evealag classes* 

fhe Hebrew Free School oa Clarke Street , operates a f ter 

school hoars* I t I s a s t r i c t l y orthodix Hebrew i n s t i t u t i o n , aad may 

therefore be looked upon as a device te preserve the culture ef _, 

the orthodox group* 

fhe twe ahiaese schools are Included l a a following sec t ion , 

fhe kindergarten school ef the Settlement Is e l s e considered ia tee 

same seotioa* 

*? 
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One other school , 3t*Sary*s College, was establ ished ea ^ 

Bleary Street la 1949* Zt dees act serve tha D i s t r i c t . I t draws 

i t s e l leat f t le from the French met only of tha c i t y , bat aiae ef 

tee province* 

# fhe D i s t r i c t , them* i s well supplied with s c h o o l s | but the "1 

large schools which hare disappeared of fer farther testimony to j 

tee f a s t that the District has ohsaged from aa area ef respectabil~M 

i ty* It may perhaps be argaed that, as these former schools were 

establ ished *fer the poor ot tee Bis9*1 at* that we eaaaet draw th i s 

conclusion. In answer vre may moy* teat the school system ef tee 

past di f fered very much from teat ef tee present* fhese who did 

met attend these schools received their education from tutors la 

the ir hemes* er la the numerous private echoels, f in i sh ing*»sel&eels 

aad seminaries which are found mast p lent i fu l ly l i s t e d l a a l l ths 

s t r e e t d irector ies ef tee past* 

fhe School I s usually looked apea as eae of tee mast 

important neighborhood Ins t i tu t ions . In Dufferin Dis tr ic t , they 

represent the aae Ins t i tu t ion , apart from the church, which i s 

doing Tory cons is tent constructive work, fhe social agencies estab­

l i shed l a the Di s tr i c t , are doing what they earn* Their work I s 

avowedly preventive. 4s a matter ef fact I t i s p a l l i a t i v e , I t 

cons i s t s ef patohing-up l i t t l e troubles and d i f f i c u l t i e s * Because 

ef inadequate resources they are uaable to attack the larger probleme 

presented l a each aa area* 



national s o c i e t i e s . 

fhe l a t l e n a l Soc ie t i e s represent the third type of Sat ire formal 

i n s t i t u t i o n ef the Dis tr ic t* la sp i te ef the extremely cosmopolitan 

character of the Dis tr ic t there are wory few s o c i e t i e s farmed by 
1* 

tee d i f ferent nat iona l i t i e s* 

la the past several National Soc ie t i es were farmed* fhe German" 

Seelety was establ ished l a !£&•§ today a small club known as feutoala 

eperatee on Mauntain Street* St* Patrick's Seelety establ ished IzT 

1856 s t i l l operates | St.Andrew's Seelety established l a 1980 Is 

a lee functionlug. Belgian and Swiss s c a l e t i e s were e l s e farmed 

about tee same time* 

Ia tee Dis tr ic t , however, the only nat ional i ty group that has 

organised many e l aba i s the Chinese, teeir slabs are located on 

Lagaachetiere, Clarke aad £t*trrbala s tree t s* la general they are 

recreational and s e c l a l clubs* However, there are several p o l i t i c a l 

c lubs , aad eae Merchants' Slab. 

fhe Chinese clubs presumably, are moA by their c l i e n t s 

largely for gambling purposes* 1 Chinese student, af an American 

University, a friend ef the writer* who had volunteered much inform­

ation about h i s compatriots, sa id that hs never entered amy ef these 

clubs as by so-doing he weald f a l l ia status* Who educated Ohlnamaa 

enjoys prest ige aad fer t h i s reason he considered i t would be In­

discreet t e mingle with the people who frequent the clubs* 
« M M w m * M M l H a M M M i * I M * t o a M » M * M N | ^ ^ HmkmmmmpttmttHmmmmmimmWm»mmp»mjmm^ 

1* fhe f e w a t l e a ef a s lab fey a nat ional i ty group ladieatea tee 
beginning ef group ceaseiousaess* As the d i f ferent immigrant 
groups of the Bls tr te t* with the exception ef the Chinese aad 
tee Jews* are Tory small, I t Is net surprising teat there are 
few aattoaai s o c i e t i e s ia the Dis tr ic t* fhe Jews,representing 
rather* a re l ig ious group, early formed congregations,but few clubs* 
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fhe eaiy ether national club la tee D i s t r i c t i s tee * Bus si en 

Progressive Mutual Aid Society" on 3t*Urb&in Street* fhere are 

other Russian s labs la the c i t y which are largely p o l i t i c a l l a 

nature, fhe * Progressive society1* however, wae founded fer education­

al purposes. I t beasts of having the largest co l l ec t ion of Busslaa 

beaks la the c i t y , seme twe hundred volumes, fhe c lab subscribes 

to twe l a e s l e a newspapers, ami published la Sew York, the eteer l a 

Paris , fhe l i t erary nature ef the slab is farther evidenced by tee 

portra i t ef Scant f o l s t o i which aae sees upea entering the clab room* 

I t occupies a prominent pes I t l ea between twe f lags* 
» 

fhis s lab Is patronised by the men,though children are encour­
aged t e make use ef the l ibrary, fhey e l s e come with their me there 
te the eeaeerts held la the el ah rooms from time te time* fhe claw 
e l s e has organised a Choral Society. 

fhe organisation ef Russian Clubs i a the c i t y Is very d i f f i c u l t 

because ot the high mobility ef the Russians coming to Montreal. 

Somewhat akin t e the clubs of tee Chinese aad las slams, though 

they de met eajey any farms! organisation, are the Hreek cef f e e ho usee* 

fhese "Kapheaia,* have as we hare Indicated in Chapter I I , come t o be 

the social ceatre ef the $ reeks ot the D i s t r i c t . 

fhe Jewish synagogue represents a national soolsty l a I t s 

organisation* fhe congregation i s usually farmed ea a nat ional i ty 

bas is bat fer a re l i g ious par pose, fhe Hebrew Tr^o Scheoi. represeats 

aa attempt by the erthedex greap te preserve the Hebrew language 

amoag the chi ldren. 

fhere are no ether forms of national groups l a the Distr ict* 

Bast ef the **aia* 0& 3)erehester Street* tee re i s however, aa Assyrian 

Mission which operates a scheel aad several s labs* 



Imeti tati ems * 



82 
f b . t talT«rsit7 S . t t l a a e n t of Montreal* 

Eaaklag f i r s t among the imposed i n s t i t u t i o n s of the d i s t r i c t i s 

tee Univers i ty Sett lement ea Dorchester Street* I t , mare than amy 

e ther i n s t i t u t i o n , embraces the whole area i a i t s program ef ne igh­

borhood werk* Zt i s non-sec tar ian , and welcomes ta I t s dears peoples 

ef every n a t i o n , aad race* From t h e i r t eaderes t years , when they come 

with teeir mothers to the maternity c l i n i c s , through the kindergarten 

age and through the d i f f e r e n t c lubs , unt i l they bacons© ^al te grawa 

np9 tha Set t lement carr i e s on I t s work with the young af the d i s t r i c t * 

tvem the grown-ups f ind recreat ion wi th in i t s dears e i t h e r l a 

the Mothers* 31ub or at the frequent concerts and dances* 

fhe Set t lement , grew oat of a a ir I s * Club formed hy the McOill /> 

Alumnae Soc ie ty in 1891* fhe H e - i l l Alumnae opened a lunch-room and 

rest-room f e r ^ i r l s working i a the D i s t r i c t whose homes were tea 

d i s t a n t to enable them te go homo tor lunch, fhe work then was not 

ea a neighborhood b a s i s * I t was a pwtoty phi lanthropic goo%o,ro% fhe 

management mi A supervis ion of the Slab was e n t i r e l y in the hands of 

the HoS i l l group* 

By I f94 the work had so extended that the Club moved to Bleary 

S t r e e t mnA occupied a shop* &t t h i s time the nature of the work waa 

somewhat modified* Evening c l a s s e s were inaugurated, and at Christmas 

the c h i l d r e n of the d i s t r i c t were enterta ined with a Christmas party* 

fhe f e l lowing year a l i b r a r y was s tarted* 

l a 1902 the Slab moved t e the opposi te s i d e of the s t r e e t aad 

reated a shop and dwell ing* fhe f e i l e w i a g ye*r a decided change l a 

p o l i c y was made* fhe S l r l s * Slab was opened l a tee evening to the 

beys aad g i r l s of the D i s t r i c t , fhe 'Slags* Slab* waa them opened* 

With t h i s ex tens ion of the werk the women graduates found I t necessary 
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te I n v i t e the mem graduates t e a s s i s t la the supervis ion of the work* 

fhe Sir I s * $lab was abend oned in 1900, but the ^Kings' Slab* a c t ­

i v i t i e s were continued* As the Alumnae Society discont inued the l e a s e 

ef the club-rooms the ^Ilngs* Slub* was torooA te make use e f the 

neighborhood i n s t i t u t i o n s . For two years the club met la Duffer in 

School bat i a 190T-8, rented a elab-rcom en LagauchetiSre s t r e e t * 

fhe fo l lowing year the club was forced te meet l a Belmont s c h o o l . 

Here was a work-shop aad mater ia l s ae c l a s s e s were of fered under the 

d i r e c t i o n ef a s ioyd teacher . *&* g i r l s were of fered c l a s s e s i a 

needlework and drawing, aad on c e r t a i n afteraooaa kindergarten c l a s s 

was held* 

fhe aame year the Workers* Cases i t tee reorganised te form **fhe 

M c l i l l ^ a i v e r a i t y neighborhood die*** which included severa l men 

graduates , f h i s club was a g r l a reorganised and ca l l ed "The Setttameat 

aammlttee** we see l a tease organisat ions a growing consc iousness a f 

the work ef the i n s t i t u t i o n , fhe culmination of thla consc iousness 

caste l a 1910 when ••fhe Univers i ty Sett lement of Montreal * was organised 

aad recognised by the corporation of tee Univers i ty * By 191& t h e 

Set t lement waa Incorporated by law and moved t e I t s present s i t e * 

With i t s r eorgaa i sa t lon in 1910 there was I n i t i a t e d a change ta 

leadership* Up to t h i s time tee superv i s ion and d i r e c t i o n af tee werk 

was e n t i r e l y ia the hands of a volunteer group* At tee o u t s e t the 

women graduates c a r r i e d on the werk, but as we have seen , with tee 

ex tens ion af i t s program the man graduates teak a p a r t . Since 1910 

the s t a f f ef the Sett lement has been composed af paid workers* 1 

vo lunteer s t a f f s t i l l seat lames to f a a e t l on and cariy oa the werk ef 

the i n s t i t u t i o n under the guidance of tha paid s t a f f . 

A realdeace far the workers was purchased and vo lunteers from 

tee t t e l v e r s i t y were i n v i t e d to l i v e a t the Sett lement House. Of l a t e 
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years tee r e s i d e n t vo lunteer body has been very small* 

fhe l eadersh ip has up ta the past year been e n t i r e l y imposed* 

With the dropplng-off e f McOlll Student-volunteera i t was found nec ­

essary te r e c r u i t s t e e r s to the Volunteer Staf f of the Says* Depart-

meat* Zt was then decided te e n l i s t the he lp of the alder bays and 

some ef tee fa thers* Zt was tounA teat t h s leader who came from the 

d i s t r i c t was ac t able te contro l the boys as e a s i l y as a stranger* fhe 

f a t h e r s , however, were able te take charge of c lubs and although i t 

was f e l t teat tease l e a d e r s wsre aaable te "give* very much ef them­

s e l v e s the er&aalsat loa e f the c lubs was strong aad l o y a l t y to tee 

leader very h igh ly developed* 

Local l eadersh ip i s e n t i r e l y l ack ing , fhe volunteer recruit** 

ed from the D i s t r i c t depends upea the paid worker fer guidance and 

d i rec t ion* He i s l i t t l e more than a p r i v i l e g e d member who has been 

g l o r i f i e d t e an a s s l s t a n e e s h l p l a t h e department* His c o a t r e l over 

hoyo ef h i s awn age i s 

One might a worker l e f t aa o lder bey la charge ef a group ot 
beys a f t e r tee regular c l i e n t e l e had been seat home* fhe beys had 
asked to be allowed to remain to play b i l l i a r d s , fhe neat morning i t 
was found teat tee pantry had hoen raided* fhe l eek of the kitchen Aoor 
had beea f o r c e d . Al l the food had hoon eaten ~ even cans ef beams had 
been epeaed* 

When questioned about I t tee bey who had been l e f t l a charge 
ea ld t h a t "the gang" had done I t and teat he waa la aa way r e s p o n s i b l e . 

fhe Sett lement la one of the agencies of the Council ef 

Socia l Agencies of the c i t y * I t gets I t s p u b l i c i t y and support through 

tee Financial Federation machinery which i s used te r a i s e funds f o r 

many e f the agencies af the Council , fhe Community of Montreal l eeks 

upea i t as a "rescue" work* fhe people of tee d i s t r i c t who are net • 

very f a m i l i a r with the work think of i t as a school* fa the c l i e n t e l e 

I t means many th ings* fa some i t la a good hang-out where one cam keep 
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warm ea cold a ights - to ethers i t i s a playground, a piece of public 

property which through seme process has coma to be ident i f i ed with 

the ir own perseaal property •* te ethers i t i s a place te meet and 

eajey the company of others - te s t i l l others i t i s a clab or a c l a s s ­

room of a very Informal n&tare* fe the parents ''it i s a great place 

far the kids t e ge* It keeps them out ef mischief.w fe other parents 

i t ia a plaee t e leave younger children while they are out of their 

homes; to many ethers i t le a place ta seek advice when la trouble* 

fhe pnrpooo of the Settlement ia to provide that aelghberliaesa 

which la lacking la a changing urban environment and ta a s s i s t la the ' 

ass imi lat ion af the Immigrant, fhe method hy which this aim la attempt** 

ed i s largely through recreation, fhe Settlemeat through i t s clubs aad 

c la s se s provides s o c i a l i t y far the children* Here they meet each other 

and learn la some measure, haw ta unite together far corporate ac t ion , 

fhe adult far signer i s not formally touched. I t i s only through casual 

ceatact teat tee parent of the foreign ch i ld comes te know the S e t t l e -

meat worker* fhe parents learn of the existence of the Settlement 

through the ir children nnA occasionally when there Is trouble la tee 

hems the parent comes to the Settlement worker for advice er aid* But 

apart from the consciousness that part of the work of the Settlement 

le the ass imi lat ion of the immigrant, there Is ao program directed 

toward thla aad* 

fhe melghborllaees extended ta the residents of the d i s t r i c t 

takes the form ef a benevolent in teres t la the ir chi ldren, and alas 

through the giving of advice when advice la so l i c i ted* 

fhe work ef the Settlement i s divided into four departments* 

fhe Olrts Department conducts sewing-classes, and social aad reereat leaal 
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c l u b s . Under t h i s department tee re are e l s e he ld d a n c i n g - c l a s s e s , a 

• •Li t t le Mothers' S l a b , * a branch ef " l e Junior ll&A Cross, * tet 

* Brownie s , n "Oirl daldes* and u n t i l r ecent ly tee *Baagers** 

fhese more formally organised gronpo which p a r t i c i p a t e in 

a wider organ i sa t ion have been foaad te be more succes s fu l and permanent 

than the e l aba farmed by g i r l s * c l iques aad gangs . 

Ia the Boya* Hepartmeat, the c lab werk i s decidedly e f a 

recreat iona l nature* fhe c lubs form hockey, b a s k e t b a l l , baseba l l and 

water-polo teams* When the hockey season i s on the c lubs meet regu lar ­

l y . Between seasons c lab meetings are Infrequent and poorly attended* 

fhe box ing -c la s s has always been popular - for hmro one 

l earas something which i s of almost da l ly p r a c t i c a l appl icat ion* fhe 

*0abs* aad "Scouts" hare enjoyed a degree of permanency though of 

l a t e years the membership has been rery small* 

fhe hoyo' games*-roem I s the centre ot a t t r a c t i o n every 

e ight* Mere there are table-games and backs* fhe informal i ty ot tee 

games-room perhaps* accounts far the tremendous popular i ty . 

fhe l ibrary which was e s t a b l i s h e d ia 189S has always hoon 

one ef the most pepalar departments of the Settlement* I t s member­

ship i s very large aad chi ldren come great d i s tances te secure books* 

As they grew e ider and away from the Set t lement , tee l i b r a r y s t i l l draws 

them, fhe a d u l t s de not make much use ef t h i s department. £n evening 

l i b r a r y is open for t h e i r use twice a week la the erea iags . fhe c l i e n ­

t e l e ef the might l i b r a r y i s l i m i t e d almost e x c l u s i v e l y ta the members 

ef the Mothers* Clab who meet one ef the evenings tee l ibrary i s open. 

fhe kindergarten Is a fourth department e f the S e t t l e ­

ment. Here If aaywhere i s pursued a po l i cy of a s s i m i l a t i o n of the 

Immigrant, for a s s i m i l a t i o n comes under a i l educational programs* 



Although there are few foreign children attending the kindergarten, 

i t i s here tha t tee Settlement makes an attempt to not only teach 

them cur language, but to Inculcate ear manners an A habi ts of l i f e* 

Raadicapped, as are tee ether departments of the Settlement, 

by lack of equipment, aad space, the kindergarten ca r r i e s on the most 

constructive werk ef the ins t i tu t ion* In the kindergarten i s employed 

tee ealy worker fu l ly trained to her pa r t i cu la r piece ef work* 

fhere are a few ether farms of work carr ied on by the S e t t l e ­

ment* which de not f a l l properly under any ef these departments* fhe 

lunoh-room provides a noon-day meal to chi ldren ef the Dla t r ic t whose 

mothers are unable to r e tu rn home ta prepare mania for the i r chi ldren. 

fhe Mothers' Slab, the oldes t clab of the Settlement, meets regular ly 

for social purposes* Zt is under tea direction af a volunteer leader* 

fhe Dental and Prenatal Clinics held a t the Settlement are ef a 

philanthropic nature* although small fees are charged for services* 

fhe Settlement also holds dances &nA concerts* A oommor camp Is run 

la connection with tee boys'and g i r l s ' departments during the summer 

moatha. 

fhe c l i en t e l e of the Settlement is drawn rcry largely from 

tee Immediate d i s t r i c t * Over ?&$ ef the families regis tered a t the 

Settlement ia March 1923 came from wlthia ^t*Laurence Ward. Sixty-

seven perceat was resident wlthia the ward, west of the "Main*" b i l e 

6fi$ l ived j u s t outside the ward* Oaly 15.1 % l ived a t amy great 

dis taaee from the Settlement* 

fhe membership in December 1927 r e f l ec t s the non-sectarian 

character of the ins t i tu t ion* At that time there were 324 reg is te red 
1* 

members * 

fhe following table shows t h a t Hebrew,Protestant and Homaa 

Catholic greupa are in about equal proportions* 

! • fhere are countless people whe make use of the ettleraeat who have 
met registered. 
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there are bat few missions l a buffer in D i s t r i c t ! however # there 

are mere ia t h i s Dis tr ic t than perhaps la amy ether d i s t r i c t e f the 

c i ty* fhe Stlssiea* l i k e the Settlement, quite naturally f inds I t s 

l eeas ia aa area ef disorganisation* Whea, therefore, we s e e a con­

s t e l l a t i o n ef Missions la a d i s t r i c t we may quite l og i ca l ly Infer 

that the d i s t r i c t i s soc ia l ly disorganised. Once the d i s t r i c t be­

comes organised there i s ae place for the Mission. 

Ia the past there were several Missions, la Duffer l a D i s t r i c t 

which hare since disappeared* fhe former Missions ef the Dlatr ict 

had to g i v e way, met because they had f inished the ir particular 

job, bat rather because the job disappeared. 

fhe Weslyan Sabbath School, aad the French Protestant Church, 

both had to c lo se their Aooro because the French of the B i s t r l e t 

« . , . sot I n t e r r e d In * h . . « * of the™ two i n s t i t u t i o n . All 

Missions ultimately hope t e proselyt ise the people i a where midst 

they are established* fhe French, being very firm adherents te 

Catholicism, are therefore "steaey ground* ea which te eas t seed* 

I t was met surprising then, te f lad tkat the Mlssiea t e the Wrmn&h 

generally ends la fa i lure* 

fwe ether Missions which formerly occupied the same building 

hare moved eat ef the Di s tr i c t , fhey have survived ta this day bat 

la a much d i f ferent form* St*John the Evangelist Church was formerly 

a Mission. I t l a t e r became a church, fhe Ital ian Mission of St* 

Franqois d f Assise , a l ee developed late a church* fhe reason that 

these twe i n s t i t u t i o n s survived was that la the s t r i c t sense af the 
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word they were met Missions, fhey were, rather, the f i r s t beginnings 

e f churches, fhey did act eater the Di s tr i c t te win over to their 

raake the people about them* fhey fa mad a group ef people ia the B i s -

t r l e t w i l i t ag aad anxious te be served by them* 

feday there are Missions te two group* ot people; missions t e 

the Chinese, aad a mission to the adherents ef the Ohuroh e f England* 

St . Michael's Mlsslon• 

St*Michael f s Mission had i t s origin eae year age* Members e f ths 

congregation ef St.John the Evangelist Church, seeing that a consider­

able earn of money was being seat te foreign missions, thought that 

seme moaey should be expended a t heme* 

fhe clergymen of t h i s church feaad e l s e that they were frequent­

ly being sa i l ed apea te give r e l i e f te people ef the d i s t r i c t who 

claimed a f f i l i a t i o n with the i r church. Set knowing exactly who were 

leg i t imate members ef the congregation they decided that by opening 

ap a Mission ia the Di s tr i c t they weald be able to g e t te know their 

parishoners. 

Accordingly, when aa ass i s tant clergyman who had had exper­

ience la Sast-London, was attached te the parish, the time was f e l t 

te be ripe t e opon a Mission. 

fhe Mission l e s t i l l l a a formative period. I t s werk; has met 

yet been fu l ly developed. Up te the present i t has made eeataet with 

seventy-two famil ies ef the D i s t r i c t , fhese fami l ies assemble f e r 

serv ice a t the Mission every Eamday* fhe mothers have formed a club 

which meets eaae a wee* with aa attendance ef between twenty and 

t h i r t y members, fhe fathers made aa e f for t te form a s imi lar s l a b , 

bat a t preeeat I t I s not functioning. 
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A "Kindergarten Sunday-School^ meets under the l e a d e r s h i p 

e f seme wemea ef the parish* Up t e the present there has beea aa 

attempt t e develop l e e a l l eadership* fhe clergyman la charge, with 

the a s s i s t a n c e ef t h e s e few women,provide a l l the leadership* As 

t h i s clergyman I s aeon t e take ap res idence i a tha Mission* I t Is 

expected that the werk w i l l develop rauoh more rapid ly then i t has 

l a the past* 

fhe United Ohuroh QMassc Miss ion, 

fhe United Church i s operat ing a small Shinese miss ion oa 

l>or Chester S tree t* fhere Is a res ident clergyman la ohmrgo^ He i s 

<3hia©ae* fhe congregat ion has nsv r been very large* I t present the 

average Sunday congregat ion numbers about twenty adu l t s , mostly 

women. 

At the Sunday School about for ty chi ldren assemble* At both 

tee s e r v i c e aad Sunday schoo l only Chines© i s spoken, the clergyman 

being Chinese. 

fhe 0Masse ?*&*$•£* 

fhe Ofhiaess Branch e f the Y.&.C.A. occupies the ground 

f l e e r of a dwel l ing e& BorChester S t r e e t , opposite the "Park.* 

fhe i n t e r i o r has beea remedied te form aa aadlterlum aad a reading-

room. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t e note that although entrance cam be had 

t e the club-rooms at p r a c t i c a l l y aay t ime ef the day, the writer 

has merer beea ab le t e f ind anyone ia charge* A clergyman who has 

beeeme rather we l l ae^aniated with the B I s t r l e t has s a i d t h a t he 

t e e has noror seen the p lace la umo* 

A Shinese bey* when asked what s o r t ef a c t i v i t i e s were 

carr i ed ea a t the *Y* rep l i ed* *0h, they p lay poker there** When 

asked i f there were met e ther games he made the same r e p l y , - *8e , 



Tae >• ninese School. o o 

Located ea the f l e e r above the Chinese «T* i s a Chinese Kinder­

garten school operated hy the Presbyterian Church, me Kindergarten** 

er la a young Chinese g i r l* She stated that about seventeen chi ldrea 

attended morning aad aftsraeaa c lasses aadar her direction* As seem 

as the children become eld enough they attead the Public schools* 

fhe Oath e l Is Mis el ea te the Ofeimsse* 

fhe Slaters of the Immaculate Conception are operating a rather 
i 

i 
extensive Catholic Mission to the Chinese, fhe mission i s located ea i 

s 

I 

Lagauchetiere s t r e e t , just west ef St.Urbaln Street* The centre e f 

the mis slam Is the chapel. Regular week-day aad Sunday serv ices are 
! 

conducted* la connection with the mission there i s a l se a Kinder- ; 

garten aad primary school as wel l as the only hospital la Montreal 

which eaters exclusively to the Chinese. 

fhe Protestant House ef Industry aad Hef 
mimmimWmmllmmm^^mmmVmmmWmmmm^^ 

mum 

Although act la amy sense ef the ward a "missis a* the night-

refage known as the Prates taat l e a s e of Industry aad He fug a i s eae 

ef the i n s t i t u t i o n s that have beea imposed ea the d i s t r i c t * fh i s 

i n s t i t u t i o n has been located ea Dorchester Street ever f i f t y years . 

I t operates very mash aleag the limes ef the English orkhouse. 1 

About tour o'clock l a the afternoon the homeless men begin ) 

te aoagregate near the refuge* Later they l ine up at the eatraaee 

and careful ly gaard their p laces , far only eae hundred, aad as mere 

earn secure admission. 

Upea eateriag they reg i s ter , aame, nat ional i ty , re l ig ion aad 

age* Cathollos as well as Protestant are admitted since the i n s t i t ­

ution i s receiving a subsidy from the c i ty* 

A small ream serves as a smoking-room. I t Is poorly f uraish 

ed bat kept c lean, fhe dormitory i s a large re em with windows em 
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three walls* Here the feaadred who have eesared admiss ion,s isep. 

fer beds* there are narrow wooden forms placed s ide-by-s ide , ea 

the f loor* A th la pad, placed ea a waedea block, serves as a pillow* 

Ia the morning a breakfast la omrToA after which a few hears/ 

are spent ea the wood-pile before th$y are dismissed* 

fhe superintendent stated that many of the eider men have 

bsen coming t e the Refuge, night after might fer many years* 



fhe layground. ^4 

Bufferin Square, from which the D i s t r i c t derives i t s name, la 

l oca ted i n the geographical cen tre of the Dla tr i c t* I t has become 

alaa the s o c i a l c e a t r e , and has aa I n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o i y * 

l a l ? f 9 the Pre tea tan t community of the c i t y purchased a 

property on Dorchester s t r e e t ta be need as a bur ia l ground* In 

1824 01 further a d d i t i o n was made te the property* I t continued to 
1* 

remain the ^Old Burial around** u n t i l 184?* 

l a 1871 the c i t y bought the property and made af I t a public 

park* Old r e s i d e n t s of the d i s t r i c t s t i l l r e c a l l the t r e e s and lawns 

e f Bufferin Square* As the d i s t r i c t hog^n t e d e t e r i o r a t e , the Park 

r e f l e c t e d the change* Xa time i t became am open p la t e f ground 

u n t i l the c i t y oh on gad i t Into a playground. I t la aow enclosed hy 

aa i ron- fence and l a the summer the ch i ldren of the d i s t r i c t make 

use of the swings , sand boxes , bars e t c . , which the c i t y provides* 

fwe baseba l l diamonds crowd each ether a t the back ef the *P*rk** 

In t h e winter a hockey and skat ing riak draws large numbers every 

evening* 

f h i s '•Park* i s unsupervised* fhe Parks and Playgrounds 

A s s o c i a t i o n placed workers ia charge of the park taring the summer 

months for twe y e * r s , but s i n c e that time the only superv i s ion has beea 

through the Sett lement* fhe po l i cy ef the Parks and Playgrounds 

A s s o c i a t i o n has been t o demonstrate the v&l m ef superv i s ion . I t I s 

expected that a f t e r the experiment has been carried on, that the c i t y 

w i l l e i t h e r place a supervisor on the park or pay the sa lary of a 

supervisor from the Associat ion* Up te the present the c i t y adminis­

t r a t i o n has contented i t s e l f wi th h i r i n g a caretaker and his a s s i s t -

M M M M » 
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l# fhis fact iadicates that Bufferin District was en the outskirts 
sf the city till the middle of the last century, cfr. Section (a) 

Oh* 1, 
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Bar l a g the winter months when hockey i s i n progress the d i f f ­

erent groups af the d i s t r i c t organise hockey teams, fheae teams are 

members ef the uebeo Amateur Hockey Assoc ia t ion , aad are under the 

convenor ship ot a Set t lement worker* la t h i s way a great deal of 

organ i sa t ion I s maintained, fhroagh the Sett lement , the use of the 

hookey r ink ea tha Park la obtained* fhe re ferees and other o f f i c i a l s 

are appelated by the convener who draws upon the a lder beys of the 

d i s t r i c t * In t h i s way a c e r t a l a amount of l o c a l l eadership i s ob­

t a i n e d . In cases e f dispute or p r e t e s t however, d e c i s i o n r e s t s with 

the d i s t r i c t convener - or with the s ecre tary of the Assoc ia t ion . 

Ia the summer months there to ao leadership* fhe Settlement 

Worker gomo t o t h e Summer camp unA l eaves a basebal l schedule for 

the beys t e f o l l o w . Last year the umpiring was l e f t te a l o c a l 

s e r v i c e c lub , bat as there was ao one to meet the members af t h i s 

elub aad show them around thay soon l a s t in teres t* At t h i s paint a 

Set t lement Worker who returned to t h e c i t y from the camp for a day, 

appelated aa older boy t o see t h a t the schedule was fo l lowed . Only 

eae of three leagues waa able to carry on throughout the season. 

fhe park i s used also as the schoolyard far bufferin School* | 

fhe school i s l o c a t e d on St.Urbain S tree t but runs through to the 

park* 

fhe "gangs* hung around the park ta goss ip about past e s c a p - / 
i 

ades er t e plan aew ones* Craps are a popular past-time* At aae time 

s e v e r a l groups of boys and young msm may be seen e x c i t e d l y engaged \ 
\ 

In the game, fhe p o l i c e s t a t i o n on Channeville s t r e e t faces the park? 

aad s e e s the boys p l s y i a g , but hy the time they can get to the en - j 
* 

trance of the park en Dorchester s t r e e t the game has stepped* I 
1 

_A 
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Th. jomag p«opl« of tha D i s t r i c t have ooa* to look ap»n t h . 

"park* as t h e i r ewa property* When gangs from aeighboring d i s t r i c t s / 
-J 

v i s i t the playground there la l i a b l e te be a f ight* fhe boys keep 

the rinks c leared of snow, and tha e l d e r boys a s s i s t in f i e e d i n g 

the rinks* 

Aa popular as the playground I s to the boy - te h i s parent i t 

i s the cause af a l l t h a t i s wrong with the boys* 

*fhe park i a a tough place* i t den*t do the boys ao good t e 
be there* Whea they ' re there they l ea f and waa*t work* I t should 
be c lo sed up»" 

When however there ia superv i s ion the a t t i t u d e of the parent 

te t h e park completely changes. fhe woman who made the complaint 

recorded above, a t a l a t e r date said* 

"fhe hockey games are great**** I uaed to s e e them a l l l a a t 
year* fhey sure bring a b ig crowd evory a 

,e b e n e f i t of even the casual superv i s ion provided by organ­

i s ed spert i s f a r t h e r t e s t i f i e d t e hy the Gap t e l a of tha D i s t r i c t 

F e l i c e Stat ion* 

*0aptaln Bredem of fe*S Pol ice S ta t ion s t a t e s t h a t s ince the 
f i r s t of the year h i s mon have had p r a c t i c a l l y no trouble i a t h i s 
neighborhood. He a t t r i b u t e s th la to the hockey on Bufferin Square 
which drew so many i n t e r e s t e d spectators.** ** 

A l l i e d to t h e "Park* In so far as i t i s a c i v i c r e c r e a t i o n - ! 
/ 

a l l a s t ! t u t i o a ia fee ^Babensteia 3a 1&* en St*$eorge S t r e e t , f h i s j 

l a t h a t t r a c t s people from many parts ef the c i t y , as wel l aa from"^^ 

the immediate neighborhood, fhe supervisor i s respected hy a i l the 

bays af the d i s t r i c t . He was formerly very prominent i a awlmmiag 

c i r c l e s aad has thus become somewhat ef a here to the small bay* He 

has a genuine i n t e r e s t l a awl naming and spends much time i a ee&ehiag 

water polo teams* 

f h s Bath house Is moA hy out s ide ewlamiag clubs f o r po lo 
games mA tor p r a c t i c e s * fhe neighboring i n s t i t u t i o n s such aa the i 

i 

;' "#•»«•» ̂ ffca Settlement Saws * February 1927. 



Settlement aad the Patreaage de Saint Joseph alse make use e f 

the aw laming peel* 



Polltloa. m 
4M*MMHMM«MNMta«MPM» 

Municipal gererameat, l i k e the ether farms, ef government, has 

reference te a particular l o c a l i t y - a particular area* Duffer in 

D i s t r i c t , const i tutes about one-half ef tha p o l i t i c a l unit known 

as St .Laurence Ward* and since ersry p o l i t i c i a n , &nA e spec ia l ly the 

City alderman, mast know his constituency, i t was thought advisable 

te make SCEHS br ie f meat lea of the operation af p o l i t i e s la the 

Di s t r i c t . 

fhe present alderman has beea re-e lected te o f f i ce time a f ter 

time* He has b u i l t up a rapatatiea which is known throughout the 

ent ire c i t y , far wheasrer there la aa a t h l e t i c meet er coateet , the 

alderman from 3t*&aareaes Ward la present - aad, as of tea as n o t , -

aets la seme o f f i c i a l capacity. 

fhe ward-pol i t ic ian i s then a vary familiar figure i a the 

District* Sis heme waa formerly la the neighborhood, bat l ike hie 

fellow-Jews he t e e , has ioined i a the exedas te the north* Howevsr, 

he has a business established ea Oral* Street and i s therefore very 

often o^om gelag to aad from his werk* fhe people he employs are 

a l l res idents of the ward* 

Just hew far pe l l t i e s aatara late the l i f e of the Dis tr ic t l e 

d i f f i c u l t to determine. Before aa e l ec t ion , there are of course 

evidences of eampaigmlag* fhe people af the M s t r i c t seem unable te 

make use ef the influence ef the ir alderman.Usually when something 

Is waated a soc ia l agency makes a contract with the alderman,who, 

r e a l t s l a g the ralue ef ee«*eperatiea with aay neighborhood farces , 

i s able t e accelerate s e t lea at the e i t y Hall* 

^hea far example, the bays of the Dis tr ic t waated a dress ing-

room erected ea the play-ground la which they could change far hockey 
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they immediately asked the Settlement te ge t la touch with the 

lldermaa* fhe Settlement then wrote l e t t e r s te the c i t y d i rec tor 

ef the parks aad e l se to the alderman* fhe l e t t e r s bra ught about 

the desired resu l t s* Again, when i t was decided te held a Oarairal 

ea the play-groaad r ink , the boys decided tha t a bead should be 

hired* fhe faads necessary were provided by the alderman. 

When someone wants a Job ea the Fire Department the f i r e t 

approach again i s to the alderman. Bo we see that t e the people ef 

the D i s t r i c t , the al&ermaa r e a l l y represents the c i t y , fhey &en*t 

leak upon him as t h e i r representa t ive , bat ra ther make ef him a 

c i ty representat ive* 

I t I s act t e be expected t h a t l a aa area as disorganised 

as i s Dafferin Di s t r i c t t h a t pe l l t i e s means much t e the people. 

fhe i r f a I s a philosophy of " l a l s s e s - f a i r e , * aad as leag as the i r 

representat ive does met epealy block t h e i r l a t e r e s t s they a r e 

sat isf ied* 
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f h . P o l l . . . 

fhe policeman e spec ia l ly la the loca l i ty iaajiediately surround-

lag the D i s t r i c t 3 ta t loa , very ef tea comes t e be lacked upon aa a 

part ef neighborhood, la Dafferin Dlatrict th is i s act so . f fhe 

policeman l e aa outsider, and represents in s t i tu t iona l i s ed coercion* 

he Is therefore the personif ication ef opposition. Fer th i s reason <c 

he becomes the conf l i c t -objeot la the minds of the people ef the 

Distr ict* 

fhe policeman's technique Is fear* On eae occasion the writer 

was asked te f lad oat the name ef the ewaer af a beak which had 

beea AroppoA i a a nchase from the caps** Having discerned who the 

hoy was he weat t e his heme aad asked him what he had beea doing* 

fhe bey claimed that he and soms ether members ef his gaag had 

beea having a snowball f ight when the pe i lee arrived ea the scene* 

Heal1sing that t h i s was met serious he brought the beys la question 

t e the po l i ce -a ta t ion . fhe Pesk-Sergeaat immediately accused the 

boys ef havlag broken windows, fhe boys denied this* fhey were 

ult imately l e t off with a warning. After they had l e f t , the aergeaat 

admitted to the writer that the beys hada ft brekea the window, bat 

that he had "te give them a gaed scare ease la a while te keep them 

from ge t t iag tee far oat of bounds." 

fhe sergeaat rea l i sed haw quickly the news weald spread aad by 

g l r lag a warning t e these few beys was thus able t e warn the whole 

d i s t r i c t . 

' the beys ef the Di s tr i c t l i v i n g ia such c leee ceatact with 

v i c e , de met leek upon the pe i l ee with respect , fhey f e e l that he 

i s "eat te get them,* and It becomes a game to "put I t ever" the 
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pei lee* fh is Is the farm that conf l i c t takes* Oeafl let i s aerer 

spaa* I t la always a game, fe do something that w i l l bring about 

a ahaae, aad yet elude the policeman effera much excitement* t-

fhe writer has seem a small bey creep ap behind a pal i c e ­

man, kick him, aad ram* Insidents such as these re f l ec t the a t t i tude 

ef the peeple te the peilee* *Be*s a mean gey,* "1 didn't l i k e 

that b ig — ,* and similar expressions show us the status ef the 

pelleemaa la the Dis tr ic t* 

Sveryone kaaws a l l ths "disks** Svea the ir names are knownf 

so that even the plalnelothesaan Is under a handicap la discharging 

h i s daty* fhe *dlek* l e somewhat more respected than the "cop,* 

bat he Is act aay mere dearly loved, fe pat I t ever a detect ive 

ef fere even a greater t h r i l l * 

' fhe pol ice seen earns te rea l i s e that la a Dis tr i c t such 

as th is It is beet la the leag ran act ta be t e e s t r i c t bat t e 

make allowances. Fer t h i s aad other reasons, unless dlsordsr 

beeeaes t e e open onA r i e l e a t , they are content be remain tolerant* 



Vice* 1f**> 

fhe commercialised v ice area for many years was jus t east of 

the area we are studying. Oadleax Street two s t r e e t s east of the 

mala had establ ished a reputation which was well-nigh world wide* 

Pract ical ly every house between 3ralg &nA St.Catherine Streets was 

a house ef preet l ta t ioa* "ninety two' was tha most famous resort* 

fhere we have beea to ld , the g i r l s worked la three eight hour sh i f t s* 
/ 
5' 

S o l i c i t a t i o n was carried ea la the s t r e e t s , not only of the Bed- I 
l i g h t area, but wherever there were crowds* fheatre and hotel lobbies , 

/ 

Salvation An&y s t r e e t earner gatherings etc* , were the favorite 

haunts ef the procurer* Yewspaper boys, taxi-cab drivers, hotel 

bel l -heps aad cabbies a l l had the i r part ta play la direct ing the 

c l i e n t te the house ef the prost i tute . If the tour is t drove his 

car through Oadleax Street in the evening the s treet earner pimp 

would e lgaal him, by head or whis t le , to s tep; then he weald proceed 
.3 

te s o l i c i t fer trade* 
However, public opinion became ao strong that in 1906 the 

pe i l ee proceeded te clean ap the area* fhe back-bone ef the d i s t r i c t 
/ 

was broken. Sadisms Street ,St .El izabeth and Hotel de 7111a residents^ 

moved oat ef the ir old habitats aad established places of business 

throughout the c i ty* Only la se far as they mowed lata 31. Laurence 

ward are they ef in teres t te us* Meet ef the ^houses* moved right 

eat ef the d i s t r i c t * Several are nor aear Mcli l l University, far 

there i s much s treet walking en Sherbraoke Street . Others stayed 

aear the down tewa area aad flourished on Mayer Street one bleak 

north of 3t .Catherine. S t i l l others went te Inspector Street aad 

were thas Tory c lose to the Hallway Stations and hote l s ,whi le 

the r e s t spread thro ogheut the city* 
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In Qaff .r ln M e t r i o t there are s e r . r a l houses of p r o s t i t u t i o n ' "~1 

ca ter ing t e the immigrant aad the homeless man* Ons block af houses / 

em Dorchester S tree t Is known to even the chi ldren of the d i s t r i c t 

ae the , "Bed Light Block." 

*fl*e Bed Light Bleak i s patronised c h i e f l y by f o r e i g n e r s , - j 
Russians, I t a l i a n s , Poles and Hegrees* fhey pay from #3*00 te #5 .00* / 
One g i r l l a the Block made #36*00 in two hears on a Saturday n i g h t . . * 
. . . . . . * fhe p l a c e I s f i l t h y - jrom weuida f t expect ta eee a r e s p e c t ­
able maa ge l a t a a p lace l i k e that* --> 

f h i s bleak I s r e a l l y a honey-comb of f l a t s aad oae~aad twe-roem ) 

apartments, fhe fo l l owing cases taken from t&e mates ef the wr i ter 

are i n d i c a t i v e ef the way s o l i c i t a t i o n i s carried oa* 

( f h i s case i s taken from motes made whi le interviewing a woman 
ef the d i s t r i c t who was asked to give seme of the family background 
ef the g i r l oonseraed.) 

* l was s i t t i n g l a Wto+ &fs ream* Mro*X i s a mulatto, when l a 
comes "Dolly* waving #3*00 l a t h e a ir* fhe mother aaked her where 
she g e t i t aad Dally r e p l i e d that she waa steading la the aext 
doorway when a maa came along the s t r e e t * TI caught h i s eye aad 
eae ef the g i r l s said,**Dea*t be a damn f e e l , t a k e him ap ta my room.* 

¥hea aae remembers that the g i r l la the foregoing case Is a 

mulatto It be cone® qui te evident that the c l i e n t e l e such g i r l s 

a t t r a c t i s far from d i scr iminat ing . Beae ef the g i r l s are a t t r a c t i v e , / 
/ 

many af them are s loven ly and unkempt and area when they are ' 

* dressed ap;" they shew a perch ant f er showy, f l a s h y , and aheap 

a t t i r e aad ornaments, fhe m&a-about-town, the t o u r i s t aad the 

v i s i t o r to the c i t y do a c t frequent the resor t s i a the d i s t r i c t * 

fhey are d irec ted by the procurers to the more pretent ious houses 

maay of which claim te be , fquiet and respectable** la these l a t t e r \ 
\ 

heases ths procurers claim that one can secure ^Parisian &lrls** 

aad Frsach Canadians, fhe inmates la maay cases show medical cert- j 

1fleatee ef health* 
L. X HI II I — — 1 ' - " -I "HI II II • • r 1 ' • - • " ' ' " — ' . ^ _ ^ „ M < . , „ . . . , „ , , „ , ., , . „. . , , , , . . , _., - i m n ^ ^ ^ , , u a 

fakea from notes ef aa in terv iew. 
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la Dufferln d i s t r i c t the houses de not c la im te o f f er f r e e -

dam from I n f e c t i o n far t h e patrons, who are themselves as d i r t y 

aad unat t rac t ive as tha p r o s t i t u t e s . As l a the r e s t of the arcater 

community, r l e e l a t h i s d isorganised d i s t r i c t i s net always se J 

highly organised* fhe s t r e e t - t a l k e r may act be under the contro l 

e f a ^Kadame,* she i s often a free~ iaaee and knows p laces te bring 

her c l i e n t i f she dees ac t wish te bring him to her own home. 

White s lavery Is prac t i s ed here and the wr i t er ef the fo l low­

ing quotations b e l i e v e s t h a t Montreal i s the head-quarters e f the 

t r a f f i c * 

•Baohel - - a g i r l of s l x t e e a , appeared before one ef 
ear judges a c t l eag ago aad t e l d a sad and revo l t ing s tory . She 
weat t e a *movis*f and there a man hy the name af Baatl became 
l a teres ted la h e r , entered l a t e conversat ion with her aad f eand 
e a t something about her l i f e aad werk* He to ld her that he could 
ge t hmr mere p r o f i t a b l e employment. Unsuspicious of anything 
that was wrong, t h e innocent g i r l accompanied him ta a house ea 
3t« Dominique Street* fhere she was lacked l a a room aad kept a 
prisoner for a month on the threat of death i f she t r i e d t e escape* 
At t h e ead ef a month oho was removed te another house where 
w l th ia a week er so she was found by her d i s t r e s s e d f a t h e r . * 

fhe extent e f the d i s t r i c t I s we l l out l ined in the f o l l o w ­

ing e x t r a c t from t h e same writer* 

l a the d i s t r i c t j u s t t e the north of our Oeurt House aad 
Oity H a l l , there were u n t i l Tory recent ly from 300 t e 400 p e s t -
houses . Seme e f these houses hare hmon c lo sed of l a t e owing t e 
the pressure ef the Dominion &evermmeat mmA the good werk e f the 
members of the Committee ef S ixteen but t h e i r old occupants are 
s t i l l hmro t ry ing te de bus ines s i a ether parts of the c i t y * kny 
hour ot the day la the open s t r e e t s , from the windows and deer— 1 
s t e p s , loudly and brasealy the agents of these p laces have beea 1 
ply ing t h e i r t rade , men could mat walk a block some days without \ 
being approached a do sen times* * ^A 

Other forms ef v i c e , not s t r i c t l y speaking cr iminal in 

themselves , a l so obtain in th i s region of l a l s a e a - f a l r e * The 
A 

/ <* 
* 

? 
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second-rate bl ind-pig enjoys the aaeaymlty the d i s t r i c t provides 

In the province ef Quebec the taverns c lose at 10 p*m* and as a 

resul t If one wishes to get a drink af t r th i s hour he must de so 

i l l e g a l l y * fe sa t i s fy t h i s demand ^Olaba* have hoon e s tabl i shed . A 

«... .«*.. .„,. W .« . W u «.«r.. «-„*!, u .„,*, 
ebtalaed aad more often than act there i s ao membership fee* 

'•Slab* i s then rea l ly a tavern with the priv i lege of s e l l i n g beer 

af ter hoars* fhe bl ind-piga, an the ether hs&d, s e l l beer but to 

a greater extent liquor* fhere Is no membership and admittance "1 

Is mere d i f f i c u l t * dity *guides* ta*i*»eafe drivers and obliging j 

l o i t e r e r s direct one to the pigs* Some of the pigs have a bl ind- i 
f 

a small shop- far a defence bat f&r the meet part they operate f 

without tham aad censetuently with greater discretion* -J 

t tet i l recent ly there waa a rather hm&ry drag**traffle ia 

Montreal* bat of l a t e years the Federal ^averament has homt able 

te greatly reduce the sale ef narcotics* Brags were obtainable 

chief ly threagh iadlwldaal readers aad loom frequently from clubs 

aad pigs* Often the depe**pedlar made the club h i s habitat aad had 

te be sought there* Street t ra f f i c ia aarcet lcs was frequently 

practised* fhe mmAo ot transaction was through the appointment at' 

a certa in street-earner* fhe pedlars are fringera ef the mndew* 

werld aad fer th i s reaaea prefer the tehadyf place aa a habitat* 

«Xa cloae proximity to the gambling deaa that we v i s i t e d 1 
are opium jo ints la one of which eight Chinamen were aeea rec l in ing 
ea eeuehee er banks smoking away at tha seductive drug. Adjoining * 
eae ef these j o l a t s i s the store ef the Ohlnese vtBeeter , , a big 
f a t f e l law with one ef the hagest necks that I ever saw on a man. 
Sunning la written in large l e t t e r s upea the face of the doctors 
aad about him have gathered many strange ta les and legends. Hie 
store I s the most carious place ia the d t y , weird la many respects* 



with dr ied snakes and other r e p t i l e s hanging from the c e l l i n g 
aad mumponAoA from cases wi th a l l kinds of hot t i e s , b o x e s and 
jar s f i l l e d with powders made from snakes aad the bones ef 
animals sure cures f o r var ious maladies .* *• 

Gambling takes i t s most pronounced farm in the l o t t e r y ? 

fhe Chinese l a t t e r y I s always carr ied oa behind a blind* One 

operated behind a restaurant where not even a cup ef cof fee could 

be procured* fhe alga on the winder aad a counter v i s i b l e thro 

I t were used to proclaim I t as a res taurant . Ho attempt was made 

te subs tant ia te t h i s claim* 

"One n ight not l eag age l a company with a f r l ead aad a 
p e i l e e o f f i c e r , I made a tour of some of the gaining p laces of 
oar underworld. P a r t i c u l a r l y were we i n t e r e s t e d i a those we 
v i s i t e d la Chinatown ea &agauohetlwrs Street* In one place we 
saw about t h i r t y menj in another about s l a t y , a l l gathered around 
l eag t a b l e s whi le a t the head the manager or bock keeper was 
kept ea t h e Jump c o l l e c t i n g the be t s ®n& drawing in the chips* / 
fhe b e t s were anywhere from ten cents t e f i r e d o l l a r s * One Ohina-
man the week before,we heard* had l e s t one thousand d o l l a r s on 
the g&mo In one of t h e s e c lubs* with a large number of oar I 
Shiasee populat ion gambling i s a mania* fhey w i l l werk ia the 
laundry e r shop a l l A&y aad play a l l night**1 8 # j 

Oraps are played hy the bays sad youths in Bufferin " f 

Square wi th in s i g h t ef the d i s t r i c t F e l i c e Station* Matching and 

p i t c h i n g c o i n s I s far l e s s papular than d i c e - p l a y i n g , fhe s takes 

are norer Tory high* 

Among the e l d e r bays , and to acme ex tent , among the ir 

parents , the placing of bets ea horses , la p r a c t i s e d , fhe fo l low­

ing e x t r a c t i s i n d i c a t i r e ef the extent ta which the prac t i ce i s 

eajoyed* (Several of the bookies l i v e i a DufferIn D i s t r i c t . } 

* • • • . . I t was reported a few months ago that there were 
at l e a s t 50 such gambling agents (bookies) playing a mast l u c r a t l r e 
b a s i a e s s in the dewatewa d i s t r i c t alone* We aae knows how many are 
operat ing uptown* Whea our Fe l i ce Department had a reform spasm 
l a s t y e a r , these handbook men* according t e the newspapers, r e c e i v ­
ed i a s t r a c t i o n s tha t tfeoy were wel l known at headquarters, t h a t 

I , flarie* ep*' e i i p. U - l * 
2* Harts , ep* c i t p* 18* 
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ae leager the *hlimd-eye* would be turned upon them, but that 
they weald be c lose ly watched aad severely punished i f caught*" * 

A l e e s I l l e g a l yet a l luring practice i* te play the s l a t 

machines* fheae machines are lecated in the corner-store handout J, 

aad as they offer a small compensation fer the loser in the form 

ef candy, a t trac t the rery young* 

Case Ve* 
*ltre* Mel* s a i l e d at the Settlement to see aae of the 

workers* S i l l y , I t seems, was s tea l ing small sums of money which 
could not be spared at home* On invest igat ion i t was found that 
Bi l ly had beea playing the slot-machines at the corner grocery 
s t we* He had l e s t as much as eighty cents a A&y - and as the 
father was not earning a t the time the family budget could not 
stand the strain.'* 

mmlmm*mi*mTmmmwmm*mmmwmmm1mmmn^ 
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fhreaghoat th i s paper we have attempted t e ver i fy aa hypothesis 

that has beea pat forth by many students ef tha c i ty* I t i s thought 

that when a c i t y ge t s t e bs ef a considerable e l se aad eemmsaess te 

expand, that la that expansion, certain changes take place that de 

act make fer the best Interests ef that sect ion af the c i t y which 
undergoes the mast r l e i e a t alteration* 

1* 
fhe c i t y , we are t e l d , expands In ceneentrle c i r c l e s from 

the basiaess section* Immediately surrounding th i s dosm-town business 

ssot ioa la an area that is gradually bslag encroached upea* la the 

march ef Industry the residents ef th is area are being displaoed -

aad a trans i t ional seae grows up* 

* la the transit ional area there is always great s o c i a l d i s ­

organisation. I t becomes the place of f i r s t resldeace fer the 

immigrant, the place where slams, arsaa of commercialised r i c e , aad 
2* 

the uaderwerld are l i k e l y ta be found. I t s disorganisation i s 

ref lected In the high degree e f family disorganisation aad Juvenile 

delinquency* 

Areas la which disorganisation is manifest, haws long beea 

studied by people interested la neighborhoods aad neighborhood-life. 

Of l a t e r years , e ee la l eg ia te hare began t e study c i t i e s , fhey 

attempt ta find types ef c i t i e s and te c l a s s i f y them* Having found 

t y p e - c i t i e s , they then proceed te f ind eat i f certa in typea ef 

communities develop in certain types of c i t i e s * By delag th i s they 

are attempting te f l ad oat what i s peculiar aad what la general 

about c i t i e s * 
•m*mjm*mmmmwmm 

8. g*V.B«v,«»o *¥n« D.tor»inatioa of Gradient* in the Growth of a 
Oitgr«" Prooo.dinga of th . Amor loan Journal of Seo ia l .g / .Tol .xxx* 

p. 178. 



fhe meat recent (as y e t unpublished) study ef a cammunity i s 

that ef Mr* Harvey Sorbaagh of the Hal vars i ty ef Chicago. In his 

paper ea "fhe tower Sorth 81ic* of Chicago, he hmo given a Tory 

real l i v i n g pietare ef t h i s area* l e has a lso pointed out the 

changes that have gone on. 

Other studies undertaken hy s e e l a l e g l s t s include *fhe Neighbor-

hoed* by H. D.Mac Kens i e , Liad*s M o b i l i t y of Papulation la Seattle19 

aad *3»aad Talus*s In the Community of South Chicago* by l* l*0«Sacgl l l* 

In e a r l i e r study ef a somewhat similar nature i s the "Hull 

Reuse Maps and Papers," which treats with the dl f fereat na t iona l i t i e s 

of a congested area in Chicago, fheae papers appeared about the 

same time as Besth*s monumental study af conditions in London. With 

the appearance ef these works the madera nurroy movement got under 

way en a s c i e n t i f i c bas is* 
1* 

fhe Social Purvey has had a natural history* fhe f i r s t 

s e c l a i survey was the *Docmsday Book,* 10S&-1087. Five hundred 

years l a t e r , l a 1598, John Stew published a "Survey ef London*. 

In 1777 John Howard's *fhs State ef the Prisons in England aad Wales* 

was published, fhis invest igat ion aroused great interest aad brought 

about reform* la 1842 Sir Idwla Chadwlek made a "lepert en the 

Sanitary Condition ef the Laboring Population of treat Br 1 tela** 

fh i s report a l s o aroused la teres t* Wrom 1886 to 190£ the scrsateen 

velames ef Alfred Booth's "Life aad Labor ef the People af Loud era" 

appeared* Thla extensive werk represents the f i r s t attempt te make 

a s c i e n t i f i c study. In 1901 Bewntree*s ^Poverty* k Study of fewn 

Life* appeared* o" wrlier wishes t e acknowledge access t e unpublished notes 
hy l eber t !*i>arfc ea '•fhe Social Survey *w 
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At the same time as these l a s t twe Ungllsh s t u d l s s were 

made there appeared l a America *ffail Sense Maps on A Papers" 

*fhe 3 i t y Wilderness* by Robert A* Weeds, ^Tenement Conditions i n 

Shlcege'* by Bebert Hunter, 'Americans l a Presses" by Robert A* 

Weedst and *fhe Record af a S i ty* by Scr* &eerge F*itencett* 

fhe beglnnlags of the modern murroy movement were seen 

te f o l l o w . *fhe Pi t t sburg Serrejr* U*&fr~m*i was fo l lowed by 

*fho S p r i n g f i e l d Surrey* { l « 4 ~ l t i ? ) *fke Sleveland Sorroy* {1913-

1923) , and mere r e e e a t l y by *fhe Kegro la Qhtoogo* by the Chicago 

commission en l a c e d e l e t i o n s in 1922. 

fhe s o c i a l surrey has come t e mean a s c i e n t i f i c c r o s s -

s e c t i o n e f th ings as thsy appear a t a given moment* fhe motive 

behind the making e f surreys i s t e araasa publ ic i n t e r e s t In s o c i a l 

cond i t i ons , with a view t e bringing a bo yt reform, f h i s impl ies that 

the earrey can became a device far s o c i a l c o n t r o l . 

Social research, ef «hioh the whale ourrmy movement has 

been bat aa ep l sede . I s not in teres ted i a reform or s o c i a l centra l* 

I t attempts rather t e i n v e s t i g a t e s e e l a l phenomena and te stady the 

f a c t s aad farce* at i n t e r p l a y . 

c In the great body ef f a c t discovered by s o c i o l o g i s t s im 

t h e i r research, i s the phenomenon ef the "slum.* I t has been found 

tha t slums grew ap when t h e down-town c i t y centre begins ta Invade 

the area Immediately surrounding. 

"fhe omsmeneement of an invasion tends t e be r e f l e c t e d 
In changes In l a n d - v a l u e s . It the invasion l a aae ef change l a u s e , 
the value of the land genera l ly advances and the value ef the 
b u i l d i n g dec l ines* f h i s condit ion furnishes the b a s i s f a r d i sorgan­
i s a t i o n , fhe normal improvements aad repa irs a r e , a s a r a l e , e m i t t e d , 
and the owner i s placed under the economic urge ot rent ing h i s 
proporhy to p a r a s i t i c aad t rans i tory s e r v i c e s which may be econom­
i c a l l y s trong bat TOcially d isreputable and therefore able aad 
ob l iged t e pay higher r e n t a l s than the l e g i t i m a t e u t i l i t i e s caa 
a f f o r d . I t I s a well-kaowa f a c t that the v i c e s under the s u r v e i l l a n c e 
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1* 

ef the pe i l ee usually segregate in such transi t ional areas ." 

inves t igat ions In d i f f erent c i t i e s have fsHind that in a l l large 

commercial centres , th i s Marsalaa* takes place as the c i t y grew** 

fhe slum type of cammunitj than appear?* in the invaded area* 

f h i s paper has hmmn an attempt te farther verify the hypothesis 

that I t i s because of th i s invasion that the slum appears. Duffaria 

Di s tr i c t I s a Slum of Montreal* We have attempted te show that I t 

was net always so* At the same time we hare, in tracing the h i s t o r i e s 
ef the s t r e e t s of the arcs, beam able t e point out changes that hare 

2* 
taken place In the use ef the land* We have paid parti a alar attent~ 

l ea te changes in the i n s t i t u t i o n s located en these s t ree t s* fhe 

aermal neighborhood la well equipped with neighborhood ins t i tu t ions* 

fhere are always churches, schools and some places ef amusement 

and recreation* In mmny Instances the ins t i tu t ions have disappeared* 

Witness the number of eharahas that were emee located in Bufferin 

D i s t r i c t . %ro& the schools have changed* 

f e further indicate Sfeis change, we have ia Chapter III given 

a brief summary of the i a s t i t u t l e a s now located In the D i s t r i c t . 
3We not ice that certain * imposed ins t i tu t ions* have made their 

appearance* fhe ^borderline* i n s t i t u t i o n ef viae l e a l so noticed* 

Svsn t h i s in s t i tu t ion i s somewhat disorganised. 

As the d i s t r i c t changes physical ly , the type of people dwelling 

therein a l so changes* fhe Die tr io t that once was the home e f the 

native-born wel l - to-do e l t l e e n , In time is taken over by the nat ive-

born l e s s successful e l t l s e a * la a la ter stage even t h i s resident 

£• c f r . Appendix No*6 fer Saeroaehment ef Industry and bommeree* 
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tends te be displaced by immigrant groups* Fer this reaaea la 

Chapter II we spent some time in attempting te show the cosmopolitan 

character of buffer In D i s t r i c t , fe Ao t h i s we made short s tudies ef 

the more important nat ional i ty groups, fhe Jewish group shows the 

most s ign i f i cant movement ef people* Bufferin Dis tr ic t was at one 

time large ly Jewish* I t was the fthetto ef Montreal* fed ay the Shot' 

has mowed north* A few of the meet unsuccessful Jews s t i l l l i v e l a 

the Distr ict* As seen as the Jewish family makes enough money It 

moves away. 

In th i s and the ether sh i f t ings ef populations i t I s 

always the l e s s successful that Is l e f t behind, se that l a time 

? there i s l e f t a residuum af economic and socia l fa i lures* Asserting^ 

ly we can define a slam as an area ef mined dwelling and ooiasaeree 

la which there is resident a residuum of economic sad soc ia l f a i l ­

ures as wel l as a group of people who because of economic Insufficient 

oy have as ye t been unable te find their place in eeelety* 

fe complete a study of this fclnd, and te make ef i t a 

sarrey I t would be necessary t e fu l ly invest igate , sanitation,housing 

conditions, wages* heal th , v ice aad venereal disease , poverty,crime, 

the re l i g ions l i f e In the d i s t r i c t , the school, aad a l l the other 

phases ef modern c i t y l i f e * 

A mast in teres t ing study could be made of the mobi l i ty , 

net only ef the di f ferent n a t i o n a l i t i e s in group movements, bat e f 

changes ef residence within the area* A superf ic ia l invest igat ion 

unearthed four types ef res idents: newcomers,relatively e ld residents, 

rer l ra l s* aad s u r v l r e l s . Whea asked why people l ived la aa area which 

they knew t e be anwhelsomely disorganised, aa aider res ident e f ths 
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d i s t r i c t repl ied that the newcomers hare te mere la because here 

rents are cheapest* fhose who had been there some time (? te 10 

years) had remained because ef cheap rent aad small famil ies* 

"fhey can save money here and then get a f l ae house ap north." 

fhe "rerlvale** had come back to the Di s tr i c t because they had 

met with reverses and had te get cheaper homea§ moreover sentiment 

enters la* *¥e were brought ap horo aad had a f ine house en Lagaa-

ehetl&re s tree t* which was *eemev s t r e e t whea 1 was a lad .* fhe 

^survivals* er marooned fami l ies because ef eeeme&ie incompetence 

had been fcreed te s tay where they had cheap rents , aad where they 

had establ ished homes* 

Another interest ing study teat ar i ses ant of such a study weald 

be aa Invest igat ion ef the 'marooned1* family* fhere are several 

famil ies l i v ing la the Dis tr ic t which ars quite enough wel l -o f f te 

mere away* i t I s tree that the homes they have established are com­

fortably furnished aad are always clean and neat* Bat the question 

a r i s e s , nWhy stay • the D i s t r i c t i s n ' t f i t t e l i v e inf* 

Juvenile delinquency might be studied with pro f i t ; aad, along 

with i t , the Police. I t may well be that the recruit ing e f the p e i l e e 

has seme reference te the a t t i tude the pee pie ef the D i s t r i c t hear 

te the pei lee* 

fhere are l a t h i s , as in ether disorganized d i s t r i c t s , many 

interes t ing personality types* fhere are the gang beys, the gangeters, 

the dope-peddlarsj "guides,* pimps, pros t i tu te s , s too l -p igeons , 

gamblers, etc** who populate the underworld, fhey would make a very 

latares t ing subject fer invest igat ion . 

fhese subjects have been offered as suggestions fer farther 



stady* te Indicate that th i s study dees not pretend to be la any 

eemse ef the ward exhaustive. We have merely broken ground* fhe 

matter we have presented hae not beea f u l l y studied* but, i t I s 

thought, that su f f i c i ent emphasis has beea pat ea i t to t e s t i f y to 

the v a l i d i t y e f the hypothesis we indicated above* 

In the Bibliegraphy appended te th i s paper there Is In­

cluded several beeks which hare special reference ta Montreal* 

In these beeks* ao also In the Street Directories, there i e a 

wealth e f material which w i l l he ef uoo te ether invest igators 

ef the c i ty* 
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f h . Growth of Soa tre .1* 
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Chart shewing aaaber of dwel l ings occupied by Shlnsss 
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Table shewing increase In Jewish Population 1861 I f21* 

Tear* Ho* In 31.Laurence Ho. i n City* Percentage in Ward* 
Ward* 
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