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‘public sphere’ with these values in order to "keep the home fires burning”. IODE war
work involved voluntary work which was considered 'natural' and associated with
mothering: providing food, clothing and bedding, sctting up clubs and entertainment for
soldiers, counselling the wounded and giving emotional support to soldiers' families. The
scale of I0DE contributions during World War ! is spectacular. It included provision of
nineteen ambulances, three motor trucks, two automobiles, 22 sterilizing units, twelve
operating tables, three huts for convalescent soldiers, 22 field kitchens, 942 cots. and
cquipment for 36 wards. plus thousands of knitted items *°

Strongly gendered distinctions were drawn between paid and voluntary work.
When huge weapons were donated by the IODE, they were justified from women's place
in the home. This was the case with the IODE's first project for World War I, which was
to provide a fully equipped hospital ship for the British Admiralty:

It is felt that this will be an opportunity of every Canadian woman to show

her loyalty and devotion to the empire and most fitting as it is the woman's

part to minister to the sick and wounded."!
Thus even the ship is 'feminized’, placed in the 'private’ realm of care.

The privileged social position of IODE members was important in its war work.
Mcmbership was most clitist at the beginning of World War 1. This influenced the scope

of TIODE projects since affluent members donated their homes, money and resources.™

#' \I. onal IODE Headquarters. 1981. Brief History of the 10DE.
* NAC MG28 117, 2, 3, 119, 4 August 1914, National Executive Meeting.

2 See Wayne Roberts. 1979. "Rocking the Cradle for the World": The New Woman
and Maternal Feminism, Toronto, 1877-1914." i5-46 in Linda Kealey. ed. A Not
Unreasonable Claim. Toronto: The Women's Press. This provides a discussion of Toronto
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There were some impressive examples. On 4 August 1914, just before war was declared,
national president Gooderham called an emergency meeting at which it was decided to
place the fully-equipped hospital ship at the service of the British Admiralty. Collections
were started. with a considerable boost being made by Lady Gibson of Hamilton who
promised $1.000. as did Mrs Gooderham herself. Mrs Herbert Molson of Montreal
contributed $2.500, Lady Van Horne and Lady Drummond sent $1.000 cach. HRH the
Duchess of Connaught at a meeting in Ottawa the same duay subscribed $1,000.*" Soon
afterwards, Mrs C. D. Crerar donated her home "Dunedin” in Hamilion, as a hospital for
convalescent soldiers.*

Consistent with the IODE's maternal identity. the meaning of *home’ was extended
to encompass any place where the war took Canadians. In such locations the IODE
provided safe havens, 'homes away from homes'. The [ODE was quick to realize that the
forces had leisure time and that hostels and clubs offered a way of regulating the
behaviour of potentially wayward men. The IODE therefore set up The Royal King
George and Queen Mary Maple Leaf Club in London, England, to serve as a 'safe’ house

for Canadian soldiers, with preference given to officers on {cave.* Here meals and beds

elites, suffrage and activism.

43 J. Castell Hopkins. The Canadian Annual Review of Public Affairs, 1914. Toronto:
The Annual Review Publishing Co., 232.

“ Ibid. 1915, 209.

% NAC MG28 119, 1. King George and Queen Mary Maple Leaf Club Minutes 1915.
First meeting of the organisers was held on 23 June 1915 in Mrs Rudyard Kipling's
rooms. The largest individual donations were from Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, Lady
Drummond, Lady Peiley, Lindsay's, Mrs Rudyard Kipling, McLennans. Royal
Commonwealth Society Library. IODE The Manitoba Souvenir 1916, records that the
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were provided; at the height of activity 1,200 beds were available every night.
Contributing to this considerable undertaking, during the club’s operation over one million
meals were served.”™ A home for nurses, less impressive, and a hospital on Hyde Park
Road."” were also provided in London. The IODE contribution can be read as a group of
"imperial daughters’ providing comforts associated with their place in the home sphere of
the family, and as mothers of the nation, from the homefront of Canada to the frontlines
of the war.

The Defence of Britain and Democracy

Fighting to defend Britain was ail-important tc the IODE. During the Boer War
and World War 1, Canada was a junior partner, seizing a chance to prove its value to an
imperial 'centre’. Evidence of the shift to a stronger Canadian identity can be seen in the
IODE president's annual speech in 1917:

Es 1t not fitting that we, as Daughters of the Empire, should ask ourselves

at ti1is ime if we are worthy of the sacrifices that so many noble spirits

have made for our Empire? It is a never-to-be-forgotten demonstration of

what a nation will do for a national ideal.*

To defend the Empire loyally, the IODE's World War I projects were 'imperiai’ in scope,

premises was purchased by Mrs Gooderham. President of the IODE.

* Echoes 1919-1920,78, 57. The cost has been approximately $40,000, raised by
voluntary subscription and supplemented by donations from the Ontaric Government.

“7 National Library of Canada. JODE 1900-1925. 13. At 95 Lancaster Gate, formerly
the town housc of Lady Minto, the IODE set up a home for Canadian nurses. HRH the
Princess Patricia opened this club and the honourary Secretary "expressed most
appreciative testimony to the value and comfort of this haven of rest to the nurses after
their trying, tedious and often most sorrowful duties.”

¥ Echoes. October 1917. 69, 13. Mrs Gooderham.
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. with the home for nurses a "concrete expression of the spirit of humanity that is binding
the different portions and peoples of the Empire together in bonds that do not perish."*
The rhetoric indicates a sense of Canadian national identity subservient to Britain, jeining
"the great members of the Anglo-Saxon family” who must come together to "win and
guarantee enduring peace for the World."®
To defend Britain. the IODE drew upon its niaternad skilis. Knitting had significant™ -
racial as well as gendered meanings. In Echoes in 1918 a caption under a picture of a
young film star says:
Two weapons of the Anglo-Saxon race are doing tremendous work to win
the war for freedom - the bayonet of our soldiers and the ncedle of our
loyal women. The knitting, the sewing, and the unparalleled helpfulness of

women in all lines of activity have doubled the etfectiveness of our men
in the field.

Knitting was also therapeutic and solitary, as expressed in a 1917
poem:

A peac2;! valley in the West,
The evening shadows flitting;

A trembling heart, a glist'ning tear,
A lonely mother Knitting.

Knit, Mother, Knit. The cross is thine;
The cross that mothers borrow;

For all must knit and some must mourn,
While war brings need and sorrow.

¥ Echoes, June 1918, 73, 3.

50 Thid, 155. The article goes on to state that "The Hand that Rocks the Cradle is the
hand that keeps the Ship of State from Rocking.”

. 5! Echoes, May 1918, 72, 29,



Dream, Mother, Dream. The night is here:

Drecam that its shadows borrow:

A radiance from the great bevond.

To light a blest to-morrow.™
The benefits of working to overcome griet were often expressed during the World War
[ years:

Ir the dark days of the werld contlict the Order was a means of salvation

to mind and body of many women (who had given their ali) from a settled

sorrow and despair, its activities provided a stimulus for alleviating their

own grief in working for others, which alone constitutes true happiness.™
Grief was also a domain for maternal help. The IODE visited soldiers’ wives and familics.
In 1915 the Toronto municipal chapter reported having made 5,029 visits.™ At the end
of the war the IODE printed the words of the British prime minister, praising women for
their bearing of "their burden of sorrow and separation with unflinching fortitude and
patience”, as well as for their assuming of "an enormous share of the burdens necessary
to the practical conduct of the war."*® Likewise, in a letter to IODE national president Mrs
Gooderham, the Canadian commander of the armed forces, Sir Arthur Curric writes that
"the men in the field will never forget the noble work of the mothers, wives and sisters

during the war, now so happily past."*

52 Echoes, October 1917, 69, 31. "Women of the West Work to Support our Boys in
the Trenches." By Chas J. North.

53 National Library of Canada. [ODE 1900-1925, 15.
> The CAR 1915, 333.
55 Echoes, December 1918, 75, 15. Statement by David Lloyd George.

56 Echoes, March 1919, 76, 9. Letter to Gooderham from Sir Arthur Curric dated and
addressed 26 December 1918, Headquarters of the Canadian Army Corps.
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Essentially Peaceful?

Some contemporary theorists consider war and peuce as opposites, with women
as ‘beautiful souls’ and lifegivers, and men as ‘just warriors', and lifetakers.” For example.
Sara Ruddick bestows upon women a "preservative love” innate in their maternal
experience.™ Some recent work has moved beyond essentialising the experience of
women in war and peace, and questions whether women are by nature, socialisation.
ideology or cxperience more pacific than men.*”® Representations of women and war are
now the focus of research,” with new effort to discover how images of women are
constructed, and what functions they serve. Through such an approach women's responses
to war become much more complicated and. tndeed, it follows that "there has not been
a consistenl women's response (o war and revolution any more that there has been a
uniform feminist position on women's relation to organised violence."®'

The IODE was certainly not a pacifist organization. During World War [ the goal

wis victory for Canada and Empire. It is not surprising, therefore, that the IODE was an

571 1. Elshtain. 1987. Women and War. New York: Basic Books Inc.

% Sara Ruddick. 1989. Maternal Thinking: Toward a Politics of Peace. Boston:
Beacon Press.

% H. M. Cooper ct al. eds. 1989. Arms and the Woman. War, Gender, and Literary
Representation. Chapell Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, xv.

® For recent examples of work see S. MacDonald. P. Holden and S Ardener. eds.
1987. Images of Women in Peace and War. Cross Cultural and Historical Perspectives.
London: MacMillan, and Jean Bethke Elshtain, Women and War.

* R. R. Pierson, "Did Your Mother Wear Army Boots? Feminist Theory and
Women's Relation to War, Peace and Revolution”, in MacDonald, Holden and Ardener
1987, 255.
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active campaigner for compulsory military service and persuaded men to enlist. In
Victoria IODE held a "silent recruiting week” for one of the Battalions, with cach
member wearing a badge urging enlistment.™ Issues of conscription and the suftrage
coilided in late 1917. It can be assumed that members of the IODE were supporters of
the suffrage. As anglo-celtic. protestant. well-cducated elite women and wives of
professionals. members were sympathetic to the objectives of the suffrage.* Yet, as an
officially non-partisan organisation. the IODE did not explicitly endorse the tranchisc for
women. In 1916, the IODE national exccutive appeared to put issues other than winning
the war "in abeyance”, urging "all patriotic women to concentrate all their cnergy.

strength and means upon the immediate war."*

A year later, however, conscription was
the hinge issue in the clection facing Borden's conscrvative government. By the time that
the conservatives joined forces with the pro-conscription wing of the liberal panty,
forming the Union Government Coalition on 12 October 1917, the IODE had become
very active in doing all that it could to bring in conscription. It couched its support for
the Union Government with its old rhetoric of sccuring a "decisive victory in the war,™*

At this time, national president Gooderham, along with suffragette Constance

Hamilton and the presidents of the National Council of Women and the Women's

Christian Temperance Union, at the request of the prime minister, tested the cffect that

62 The CAR, 1915, 783.

6 Carol Lee Bacchi. 1983. Liberation Deferred? The Ideas of the English-Canadian
Suffragists, 1877-1918. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 149.

& NAC MG28 117, 2. National Executive Minutes, 6 December 1916.

6 NAC MG28 117, 2. National Executive Minutes,17 October 1917.
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a selective female franshise would have on the election. The result was the controversial
1917 Wartime Elections Act, that boosted the support for conscription through excluding
from voting conscientious objcctors and those born in forcign countries and naturafized
since 1902; and muting French Canadian and other descenting voters by extending he
franchise to women who were British Subjects 21 years of age or over with a close

relative serving in the armed forces of Canada or Great Britain.®

Hence. after vears of
struggle, approximately 500,000 women in Canada won the vote.”” In its objective of
winning the war and supporting conscription, the IODE was directly implicated in this
fundamental step towards the vote for all women in Canada. The IODE went so far as to
make it clear that members should use their vote "and influence as a citizen in the
campaign to sccure a government that will press the war aggressively to a victorious
conclusion."® Furthermore, it was the hard work of women in the war effort that
convinced politicians of the worth of giving women the vote. ®As the largest patriotic
organisation in the Empire, the IODE made a strong contribution here. Always at the
forefront were issues of motherhood and morality, of seeking justice for the men in the
forces overseas. During World War 1 the motives of suffrage and conscription converged

to achieve victorious outcomes.

The IODE took strong objection to the peace movement. Its opposition was

% Catherine Lyle Cleverdon. 1950. The Woman Suffrage Movement in Canada.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 123,

* Ibid, 129.
% NAC MG28 117. 2. National Executive Minutes,17 October 1917.

* Catherine Cleverdon. 1950, 119.
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singular and focused:

It is not too much io say that the continuance of the present war depends

upon the support of the women of the Empire, so that any discussion

which may confuse the issue must be regarded as dangerous. The women

know that this generation has been called upon to muke tremendous

sacriftces in order to leave peace and liberty in the world for their children

and their children’s children. That is the reason why peace talk. no matter

how sincere. cannot be tolerated.”
The IODE's position was justified with a call to the maternal. Women, from their moral
and nurturing position, were to make sacrifices for future generations, Thus the “private
sphere’ justification echoed the 'public sphere’ tory politics of conserving for future
generations: demonstrating the intcrconnectedness between what were constructed as
binary opposites.

The IODE expressed a strong disdain for Germany and in 1916 associated itself
with the Anti-German League, stating:

The purpose of the Anti-German League is not to perpetuate intcrnational

hatreds. It is simply a sane measure of self-preservation aimed against a

nation which has made itself an outlaw of civilization. All members who

join this league pledge themselves never willingly or knowingly to buy

German or Austrian goods, and to do their utmost to prevent such goods

beings brought into Canada either now or after the war.”
Boycott was a war-time strategy, but the violence of expression is striking. In 1915 Mrs

P. D. Crerar suggested the pledge that "from this day until the day of my death I pledge

myself never willingly nor knowingly to buy an article made by the bloody hands that

™ Echoes, December 1915, 60. Editorial on peace movements.

™ Echoes, December 1916, 66, 8. "The Anti-German League.”
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killed our boys."™ Fearing for the safety of Canadian prisoners in Germany, the IODE
suggested that the pledge be taken in secret.”

It is casy to understand in a nation at war. the belief in the cause and the rallying
of belicfs to secure victory. Specific cpisodes suggest the converging perception of both
'ruce’ and gender in the defeace of Empire. When the British nurse Edith Cavell was
accused of being a spy and executed by the Germans in Belgium, in 1915 gender
sharpened the sense of outrage expressed Empire-wide.™ An IODE chapter bearing her
name, and appropriately comprised of Montreal nurses, was on¢ of thr: many memorials
that sprung up around the Empire to Cavell's memory.” It was stated in: Echoes after the
closc of the war that:

Among all the horrible deeds perpetrated by the Germans during the great

war none perhaps excited more loathing and disgust in the minds of British

people than the brutal murder of this gloriously loyal Englishwoman...Her

execution can only be regarded as a brutal murder, and another illustration

of the many which the Germans have given in the late war, that in spite

of all their vaunted culture they are in fact still a semi-barbarous people

and destitute of the very elements of any true culture.’

This was an attack on a white British woman, a symbol of purity and nationhood, in

which she was rendered defenceless by a constructed as racially inferior, barbaric

= NAC MG28 117, 2, 3. National Executive Meeting Minutes, 8 October 1915.
™ Tbid.

™ Claire M. Tylee. 1990. The Great War and Women's Consciousness: Images of
Militarism and Womanhood in Women's Writings, 1914-64. Basingstoke: Macmillan, 46.

™ Marcel Dirk. 1988. "Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire and the First World
War." Unpublished M.A. Thesis. Carleton University, Institute of Canadian Studies, 59.
Around the Commonwealth mountains, schools and streets are named after Edith Cavell.

 Echoes, June 1919, 77, 33-35. Article on Edith Cavell.
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Despite the maternal identity that it cultivated as a representative of Empire. the
IODE was in a more masculine-constructed ‘political' position than other women's
organizations. In 1919 the IODE resigned from the National Council of Women of
Canada to protest the Council's affiliation with the International Council of Women, on
the grounds that the Council included "enemy"” affiliates.” Given that the IODE was (irst
and foremost a patriotic organization this is not surprising. It demonstrates the multiple
positioning of the IODE as a patriotic group of women, with the primary objective of
winning the war for Britain and Empire.
Conclusion

This chapter shows how identities of gender, 'race’ and class came together in «arly
twentieth century Canada to construct Canadian identity. The IODE was able to use its
elite social status and gender to negotiate access to spaces from which to work to produce
a British Canada. A 'racial hierarchy' asserted that British people and their anglo-celtic
Canadian descendants were superior to all other 'races’, while discriminatory immigration
laws that legislated this preference were supported. World War I provided the opportunity
for the IODE to draw upon strong prevailing constructions of the 'maternal’ to defend
Empire. Its maternal position was vitally connected to an idealization of an anglo-ceitic
'race’. It was British subjects who were given the vote in 1917. Founded to rally to the

cause of the Boer War, fighting for the ‘mother country’, the IODE as loyal 'daughters’

V. Strong-Boag. 1976. The Parliament of Women: The National Council of Women
of Canada 1893-1929. Ottawa: National Museums of Canada, 105.
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. during World War | acted out its motives on a larger scale than they had ever had
imagined in 1900. Immigration and war work had in common the intended construction

of a strong, powerful British Canada.



o
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CHAPTER FOUR: THE CANADIANIZING TWENTIES

This chapter considers the 10DE's concern with immigration and the
‘canadianization’ of immigrants in the 1920s. Canuadianization involved assimilating all
immigrants into the Canadian mainstream of the time. As canadianization was based upon
mimicking Britain. British people were considered the casiest to canadianize. This chapter
develops the argument that colonial power was constructed by negotiation in multiple
spaces and identities. During the inter-war ycars the IODE preference for British
immigration was strengthened through collaboration with both ihe Canadian and British
governments, overcoming the contradictions present in the policies of the two nations. To
assimilate those not of British origin, the IODE devoted increasing cffort to its
canadianization program. In the implementation of canadianization a changed identity of
Canada was constructed out of the difference that the IODE attempted to subsume. The
1920s started as a time of great hope and potential.
British Preferences

The IODE was a firm supporter of the 1919 Canadian Immigration Act, that
amending the Act of 1910, prohibited immigrants deemed unsuitable and made even
clearer the necessity of immigrants assimilating into the hegemonic identity of Canada.
During the inter-war years the IODE frequently reiterated its preference for British
immigration, forthrightly stating that:

The consensus of opinion regarding that important feature of our national

life, immigration, is the fact that the IODE considers a selection policy
should be pursued by the government and that there should be a
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predominance of British Settlers.'
The sacrifices of World War | were used as a justification for preserving the dominance
of anglo-celtic immigration:

We sent our splendid men overseas to fight for us and for our country, and

surely now ours is the great responsibility of preserving and building up

from them the land for which they made such great and supreme

sacrifices,”
Given its preference for British immigration, it is not surprising that the IODE supported
the British government in its post-war emigration plans for British people. After World
War [, the British state renewed its tradition of the settlement of British people overseas
in British territories, especially in the 'white' dominions of Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and South Africa.* State involvement centered around the 1922 Empire Settlement
Act, which authorized assistance to passages and land settlement for fifteen years, with
three million pounds allocated each year.*

Gender was of vital concern in post-World War I British emigration to Canada,

and it was here that the IODE focused its attention. The Empire Settlement Act was

motivated by the perception that there was a surplus of women in Britain. Citing figures

' National Library of Canada. IODE. IODE Year Book 1925, 30.

® Echoes, March 1920, 80, 33. "The Education of the New Canadian." Address by
Mrs C. C. Hearn of Brandon to the Grain Growers' Convention (Women's section) on 9
January 1920 in the City Hall, Brandon Manitoba.

* See Stephen Constantine ed 1990. Emigrants and Empire. British Settlement in the
Dominions Benveen the Wars. Manchester and New York: Manchester University Press.

* Stephen Constantine 1990, 4. The Empire Settlement Act of 1922 was "an Act to
make better provision for furthering British settlement in His Majesty's Oversea
Dominions".
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that women exceeded men in Britain by more than a million. seeretary of state for the
Dominions Amery argued that women from the ‘centre of Empire’ were needed on the
'peripheries’. He proposed that the salvation for these redundant workers in the stagnant
post-war cconomy lay in the British colonies, where there was still an overabundance of

men.’

In addition to ridding Britain of its 'surplus’ was the added benefit of potential
economic. strategic and cultural developinent of the dominions.” In Canada it was
believed that there were vast expanscs of land waiting to be populated with 'fresh British
stock’.” According to Semmel, writing in 1960, a social imperialist doctrine of the time
saw the open resources as an opportunity for cconomic development and a means of
renewal for a 'British race' poliuted by industrial urbanization, all of which would serve
to strengthen the Empire.* As Constantine sums it up:

The claimed benefits of female migration were therefore cssentially

conservative: the confirmation of women's traditional roles and the

satisfaction of masculine needs, the preservation of British cultural and
political predominance in the dominions by the breeding of new

generations from fresh British stock, and the sustaining of cconomic
production and prosperity through the stimulus of more marriage, higher

* Dane Kennedy. 1988. "Empire Migration in Post-War Reconstruction: The Role of
the Oversea Settlement Committee, 1919-1922", Albion, 20, 3, Fall, 403-419, 407.

% Brian L. Blakeley. 1988. "The Society for the Oversea Settlement of British Women
and the Problems of Empire Settlement, 1917-1936". Albion, 20, 3, Fall, 421-444, 415.

7 Dane Kennedy 1988, 415.

8 Bernard Semmel. 1960. Imperialism and Social Reform: English Social-Imperialist
Thought, 1895-1914. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. Semimel shows the
importance of geographer Halford MacKinder in such views.
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birth rates, population growth and larger markets.”

The Canadian Government, despite its legislated preference for  British

immigration, was concerned that Canada, on the pretext of patriotism, was viewed in

16

Britain as a "dumping ground” for the unfit.” Canadians who were themselves of the

‘lower classes’, such as trade unionists and veterans, were protective of their own interests
and viewed immigration as an attempt to flood the labour market.!' In this tug of war, the

[ODE, sensitive to class, admitted that there could be “absolutely worthless British

wl2

immigrants.” - A sceptical member went so far as to state that:

I am convinced the forcign immigrant is as varied in quality and type as
the British immigrant. We have magnificent British immigrants, and
absolutely worthless British immigrants, and among those foreigners whom
we call dirty, filthy and ignorant, (I hear it on every hand), are you not
surc among those immigrants there are magnificent types of men. The
lower classes of foreigners in Europe have I venture to say a far greater
appreciation of music and art.”

Here, class powerfully transcends constructed ‘'biological' boundaries, showing how
identity was more multiple.

Canada was particularly eager to attract male agriculturalists and female

° Stephen Constantine 1990, 8.

2 John A. Schultz. 1990. "'Leaven for the lump": Canada and Empire Settlement,
1918-1939" 150-173, 150. In Stephen Constantine, 1990.

" Dane Kennedy 1988, 416.

> NAC MG28 117. 11, 5, 37. Address by Miss Constance Boulton of Toronto on
Immigration work. -

" Ibid.
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domestics." Considerable lengths were taken to obtain British male agriculturalists, Under
the Empire Setrlement Act, for example, there were special provisions for veterans to take
up work on the land.” Of 8,500 British harvesters sent to Canada, however, most returned
and the scheme was called a failure.' Despite cries of "surpius” from some quarters, what
was not publicised back in Britain was that those who did not live up to expectations
would be sent back.'” There were not as many immigrants as wanted for Canada, and
immigration of Britons was not always found satisfactory.

Children were amongst those in Britain who were perccived as needing to escape
from urban decay. As child migration continucd under the Empire Settlement Act, between
1870 and 1930 Canada received more than 100,000 children.™ At the ¢nd of World War
I the numbers of ex-juvenile British immigrants who "flocked to the colours in Canada

during the war" was used as evidence in support of the good citizenship promoted by the

* There is a large literature on female domestics. For an overview sce Marilyn
Barber. 1991. Immigranis Domestics Servants in Canada. Canada’s Ethnic Groups,
Booklet No. 16. Ottawa: Canadian Historical Association and the Multicultural Program,
Government of Canada. '

'S G. F. Plant. 1951. Oversea Settlement: Migration from the United Kingdom to the
Dominions. London: Oxford University Press.

'¢ John Schultz 1990, 164.

7 Barbara Roberts. 1986. "Shovelling Out The "Mutinous™: Political Deportation
From Canada Before 1936." Labour/ Le Travail 18 (Fall 1986): 77-110, and Barbara
Roberts 1988. Whence They Came: Deportation from Canada, 1900-1935. Ouawa:
University of Ottawa Press.

18 Gillian Wagner. 1982. Children of the Empire. London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson,
xi. See also Joy Parr. 1981. Labouring Children: British Apprentices to Canada, 1869-
1924. London: Croom Helm. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press.
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scheme." In the 1920s, however, the [ODE began to question the scheme, raising doubts
about the conditions for children. The IODE's criticisms of child migration were
influenced both by its connections to the new welfare organisations, and the fact that the
children were British and hence deserving of better treatment. At the 1924 IODE annual
convention Whitton, IODE member and director of the Canadian Council on Child
Welfare, spoke:

Why arc so many chiidren being sought for placements in homes and on

conditions which the Canadian authorities will not accept for our children?

It does not redound to the credit of Canada that in an official publication

of the Dominion Government we should speak of getting farm helpers

from ten to thirteen years of age. Do not these facts bear out a contention

of a cheap labour demand, a cheap labour that approaches perilously near

a form of slavery?™®
As a professional social worker, Whitton was critical of emigration agencies. their
inspection processes and the guardianship of children.®! To treat British children as free
labour made the scheme all the more distasteful.
The 'Surplus' of British Women

The targeting of British domestics in the Empire Settlement Act appealed to both
British and Canadian interests. While Britain held ambitions of lessening the 'surplus’ of
women in Britain, Canada hoped that an inflow of domestics would alleviate the shortage

of domestic labour in Canada. Over 170,000 Brtish women came to Canada between

1900 and 1930 declaring their intended occupation to be domestic service, about half in

' Echoes, December 1919, 79, 23. So says Mr Smart, Chief Inspector of British
Immigrant children under the Dept of the Interior.

* NAC MG28 117. 12, 2, 4, 225.

! Ibid.
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the decade before World War I and half in the 1920s. Marilyn Barber has looked to the
motivations of thos¢ women who chose to emigrate:

Women often have been portrayed as passive or adaptive in the emigration

process, sharing the consequences of a move initiated by men. Yet in all

periods, single women came to Canada, many as domestic servants, for

rcasons of individual or family betterment very similar to those motivating

malc immigrants. Those emigrating as domestics were Young women of

prime marriageable age. While some were very aware of improved chances

for marriage in Canada, and others used domestic service as a way to join

fiances who had emigrated, most domestics came primarily tfor cconomic

reasons,”
To the IODE. occupation was secondary to ‘race’ and. with its preference for British
immigrants, the IODE backed the British domestics. In cncouraging this British
immigration, the IODE moved across a number of spaces that transgressed constructed
‘public’ and ‘private’, as well as national boundaries.

During the 1920s immigration, especially that of single women, was controlled by
a confused combination of state and voluntary interests. Increased government
bureaucracy was attempting to manipulate, and replace, the extensive system of private
philanthropic agencics and voluntary societies. While women's immigration gained
importance through the Empire Settlement Act, the burcaucracies sct up were still heavily

dependent upon the voluntary work of women, and they often involved these women in

their structures. The new women's division of the Department of Immigration, for

2 Marilyn Barber. 1986. "Sunny Ontario for British Girls, 1900-30," in Jean Burnet
ed. Looking into My Sister's Eyes: An Exploration in Women's History. Toronto: The
Multicultural History Society of Ontario, 55-73, 56.

 Marilyn Barber 1991, 25.



95
example, sent staff officers to Britain to give final approval in the selection of British
domestics. In Canada the division established a chain of women's hostels to receive
partics of domestics. who were then placed by a new government employment service.™
These agencies took over tasks previously controlled by women's voluntary organisations.
the 'maternal’ caregivers of a 'private’ domain.

Increased state involvement led to multiple positionings for the IODE. The new
burcaucracy involved a collaboration between voluntar and state interests, and the IODE
positioned itself in both arenas. Members Charlotte Whitton and Margaret Grier were part
of Ottawa's new professional ‘femocrats'.® The IODE was represented on Canadian boards
such as the Canadian Council for the Immigration of Women (CCIW), that was made up
of women's voluntary organisations and set up in 1919 as an advisory body to the
government. Of the CCIW Mariana Valverde has written:

Its main aims were to facilitate the wholesale importation of British

women uprooted by the war or fired from their wartime jobs, and to set up

a system to cnsure that once in Canada the prospective domestic servants

did not escape their fate and seek other kinds of work or relationships with

men. Eight hostels were set up across the country to provide the single

female immigrants with both accommodation and supervision; matrons
were also added to boats and trains for the same dual purpose.®

* Marilyn Barber 1986, 61, and Marilyn Barber 1985. "The Women Ontario
Welcomed: Immigrant Domestics for Ontario Homes, 1870-1930", 102-121 in Alison
Prentice and Susan Mann Trofimenkoff. eds. 1985. The Neglected Majority. Essays in
Canadian Women's History. vol 2. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart.

* Lome Pierce Special Collections, Queen's University. IODE. 1935. The Ottawa
Souvenir. Elizabeth Tudor Chapter IODE.

* Mariana Valverde. 1991. The Age of Light, Soap, and Water: Moral Reform in
English Canada, 1885-1925. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 127.
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Although it had grand professional intentions. the CCIW was dormant from 1922 until
1927. In 1927 the 10DE, dismayed at the lack of co-ordination of the 119 organisations
in immigration work, arranged a meeting between the president of the IODE and the
head of the Women's Immigration Department. Miss Mary Burnham.” The IODE thought
that the government should call together the CCIW and atempt better coordination in
order to attract more female British immigrants.™

Weary of committing energy to the projects and demands of other organisations,
the IODE attempted to deploy its efforts. In 1928, caution is expressed before agreeing
to participate in the Navy League's migration scheme. In constdering whether to take on
the welcoming and welfare of these families Whitton points out that chapters throughout
Canada are already doing such work, in particular for the Y.W.C.A. in the Essex
Peninsula, and with the Society for the Settlement of Oversea Women in Britain.”

The IODE's connections and collaborations with state burcaucracies extended to
the whole Empire. As part of its preference for ‘British stock’ the IODE was in close
contact with agencies in Britain, especially the Society for the Oversea Settlement of
British Women (SOSBW). The SOSBW was unother example of increasing state
involvement in activities that were still gendered female and 'private’; hence leading to
the state relying upon the voluntary work of women. The SOSBW was 2 half voluntary,

half state urganisation, whose goal was to increase the number of white, English women

7 NAC MG28 117, 4 April, 1927. Report of President's mecting with Burnham.
* Ibid.

¥ NAC MG28 117, 4 July, 1928, 154-5. Montreal, Quebec, Manitoba and Alberta
have already accepted heavy responsibilities for their present immigration work. .
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in the British Empirc. Founded in 1919 by an amalgamation of the British Women's
Emigration Association, the South African Colonization Socicty and the Colonial
Intelligence League, in 1920 the SOSBW was recognized as the Women's Branch of the
Oversea Scttlement Department of the Colonial Office, and its provincial representatives,
who were all voluntary workers, served on the local employment committees of the
Ministry of Labour when women applicants for oversea settlement were interviewed.™®
Class

Class continued to be an explicit concern of the IODE. While it was supportive
of domestic scrvants, the IODE continued to encourage the immigration of educated and
middle and upper class women. In 1926, for example. the IODE articulated its conception
of class in this way:

While the need for houschold workers in Canada is unlimited it is not
desirable that Canadian stock should be replenished solely by that one
class of British newcomer, Surely it is important that a certain number of
women of cducation and training of various kinds should be encouraged
to come to help populate our vast areas to be “"home-helps” in families in
the more remote districts, or in whatever part such openings could be
provided. The Government furnishes wonderful assistance and opportunity
for the houschold workers, but for the daughters of professional men, for
young women with possibly a little capital anxious to start out in life on
their own, much less is done. Your committee feels that as it is of the
utmost importance that Canada should encourage to come to its shores
women1 who will include among their numbers those of education and
ability.™

® G. F. Plant 1951, 78-80. NAC A-1054 MG28 1336, SOSBW 2nd Annual Report
1921, 2. In 1962 the SOSBW became the Women's Migration and Overseas Appointment
Society. ceasing operations in 1963.

% NAC MG28 117, 4, 2, 8 September 1926, 121.
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It can be interpreted that the IODE was not down-playing the unguenched demand tor
houschold workers, but rather were stressing the need 1o perpetuate class hicrarchies.
The IODE wanted to copy a British scheme for Australian settlement. assisted by
the Victoria League in Australia. that encouraged educated women from Britain to scttle
in Australia. The scheme entailed an assisted passage for women aged 18-35 years, and
a year of domestic employment at a fixed minimum salary in Victoria, whilst keeping in
touch with the Victoria League. In contrast to other domestic labourers, the “educated
woman in the country districts will often find that she shares the work with the members
of the household, and also takes part in their social life."™ It was considered to be an
excellent opportunity for a small number of educated women who desired to go overseas
and who were willing to take up domestic work under good conditions. The I0ODE found
it appealing that educated British women might come and live in its communities, sincc
such schemes would offer the "grcatest openings for the chapters to make a delinite
contribution to the strengthening of the ties which bind the women of the Empire
together."* Chapters were urged to study the potential openings in their own localities.
The imperial scale of immigration work involved recruiting at the imperial 'centre’
in Britain. Hence, the IODE sought closer contact with the SOSBW and again considered
the possibility of an office in London. In the words of immigration convener Mrs Graham
Thompson:

How much it would help the Order to keep in touch with the movements

32 Ibid, 122.
3 Thid.
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of imperial women in the Motherland to have its representatives there, with
the SOSBW and tap potential British Immigrants at their source.™

Once again, however, the IODE was a victim of the imperial structure that it existed to
pcrpctuat;:. The Victoria League in London threatened to get nasty if the IODE opened
an office in London, so the IODE backed-down and concluded that it should continue to
focus its efforts on Canada, "making a tangible contribution at this time to the upbuilding
of a British Canada."* Here there was plenty for the IODE to be concerned about.
Disappointment

For all of the efforts to encourage British immigration during the 1920s, it was a
time of disappointment for all concerned. The demand for domestic servants and
agriculturalists consistently exceeded supply.* In Ontario "because Canadian-born women
preferred employment in factorics or in the increasing number of offices and shops to
domestic work, Ontario housewives increasingly turned to immigration to solve the
servant problem."” Once in Canada. however, British girls were not so different to the

Canadian-born in their aspirations, and did not stay long in domestic service.” According

* NAC MG28 117 4, 2 8 Scptember, 120. Convener Mrs Thompson went to London
where she had meetings in London with Lady Cowan of the British Women's Patriotic
League, with Dame Merie! Talbot and Miss Franklin of the SOSBW.

¥ NAC MG28 117 4, 2, 8 September 1926, 120. The Victoria League reiterated its
offer of warmest co-operation with IODE representatives, but made it clear that anything
which seemed like steps towards organisation would be considered as an infringement of
the understanding between the two societies.

% Marilyn Barber 1986, 56.
* Ibid.
* Ibid.
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to Janice Gothard. there was growing disenchantment amongst British women with the
prospect of paid domestic labour.™ Of the approximately 100,000 single women assisted
under the Empire Setrlement Act. approximately $0.000 of whom came to Canada, few
remained in domestic service.™

For the TODE. with its preference for British immigrants. the 1920s was a
particularly disappointing decade, and thercfore, disappoiniment soon turned to a fear of
‘foreigners’ who continued to immigrate to Canada. IODE immigration spokesperson
Laura Thompson writes in 1926:

Should we now not recognize that Canada's continuance as part of the

British Empire may be imperiled by a failure to build up a population

resolved to remain loyal to that Empire? Should we now allow oursclves

to be timorous as to the possibility of Canada, this great country - being

able to provide a livelihood for thosc British who are alrcady in our

midst?"!
Eugenic beliefs and declining anglo-celtic fertility, in both Britain and Canada, combined
to produce a fear of foreigners flooding in from less desirable parts of the world,

swamping and destroying British institutions.” According to Carrothers, an academic

writing at the time from Saskatchewan, "it is this foreign-born population that constitutes

% Janice Gothard. 1990. " 'The Healthy Wholesome British Domestic Girl": Single
Female Migration and the Empire Settlement Act, 1922-1930," 72-95 in Stephen
Constantine 1990, 73.

0 Tbid, 73.
31 Echoes, 1926-28, 9.

* See Angus McLaren 1990, 29, and Susan E. Wurtele. 1994, "Assimilation Through
Domestic Transformation: Saskatchewan's Masonic Scholarship Project, 1922-23", The
Canadian Geographer, 38, 2, 122-133.
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the greatest probiem in Canadian immigration.™* An editorial in Echoes warned:
In Canada to-day seven foreigners arrive for every five British born. and
disturbing tales arc told of the continental farm labourer who because of
his low standards of living. is willing to work for a pittance, thus
displacing Britishers who cannot exist decently on such a wage... it will be
difficult for British traditions to survive.™
Amongst growing fears for the survival of an anglo-celtic population, it was an important
time for the IODE to reassert its preference for British stock, asserting their beliefs out
of the fear of encroaching difference. It is stated at the 1928 annual meeting that:
Perhaps no subject before the public to-day is receiving greater attention
of all thinking people than the problem of solving the populating of the
great land areas of this vast Dominion....and in our opinion we believe it
to be best for Canada to bring those of British stock, who would best carry
on her traditions, who possessed of these requisites (willing hands and
active brains). would not only add to the economic wealth but the social
strength of our Dominion.*
In the face of the reality of heavy non-British immigration, the IODE undertook its efforts
at canadianization.
Canadianization: Articulating Identity
In the pattern established before the war the IODE's first outreach was the port

welcomes where help was immediately practical and maternal, providing rest rooms for

women and food and drink for all in canteens.*® At Quebec, the largest port of immigrant

¥ W.A. Carrothers. 1929, Emigration From the British Isles. With Special Reference
to the Development of the Oversea Dominions. London: P .S. King and Son, 246.

¥ Echoes., October 1927, 109, 5. Editorial.
S NAC MG28 117 12, 1. 5. 1928 Annual Meeting.
¢ National Library of Canada. IODE. IODE 1900-1925, 31.
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reception. a postal booth was staffed. where IODE notepaper was distributed. Good use
was made of these services: in 1930 the postal booth was open for 183 ships and 13,892
letters were posted.”” As well as ports, train stations were important places where the
IODE provided aid for arriving immigrants. In 1930 it is reported that at Bonaventure
Station in Montreal. transfer point for the west, Montreal chapters met 171 trains and
25954 newcomers passcd through the rooms where the IODE retained a
matron.™

In the welcome work. too. boundarics between voluntary and state became blurred
and the IODE began collaborating with many other socicties such as the Traveller's Aid
Society and the Navy League. The IODE was attached to large projects such as the Red
Cross seaport nurseries in Saint John, Halifax and Quebec. The nurseries were run in co-
operation with the federal department of Immigration and Colonization, and were
managed by the Red Cross. Echoes in 1927 reports that in six years, 84,463 infants and
children had been cared for at the nurseries, with the IODE's contribution including tea
and biscuits for parents.”” This work depended upon many hours of volunteer labour.

Soon after World War I the IODE realized that canadianization would be more
influential if continued beyond the spaces of the port and station. The IODE followed

eugenic reasoning and urged intervention to improve and absorb the racial qualities of

37 Echoes, October 1930, 120, 8.

% Echoes, October 1930, 120, 8. Due to the voluntary labour from members at the
IODE's rooms only $22.00 was spent in any emergency relief for this large group.

¥ Echoes, March 1927, 107, 25. "What the Seaport Nurseries are Doing for Canada
and New Canadians.”
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future generations, both physically and mentally. This was particularly important in work
with health services. The case with which immigrants were considered to be assimilated
corresponded with the previously introduced 'racial' hierarchy. Anxiety was directed
toward Asians and African Americans, who were considered unable to be readily
assimilated or canadianized. In 1923 provincial politicians in British Columbia
successfully pressured the federal government to stop all Chinese immigration.™ The
province of British Columbia IODE supported this move and urged its national executive
to follow suit. In a 1923 article on "the Oriental Problem”, in Echoes states "Eastern
Canadians arc beginning to realize that Orientals will not fuse in our melting pot.....Let
us, in all conscience, stand side by side with our fellow-citizens of British Columbia."*!

Consistent with constructions of 'race’, were strong regional and ethric differences
in how immigrants were treated, that depended on how easily canadianized they were
perceived to be. From Ontario and the east, where immigrants were largely British and

n$2

northern European, the IODE organised "Christmas cheer.™” In the 1930 account, parties
were given for 800 to 1,000 girls in different parts of Ontario, 500 new settlers were
guests at a "monster picnic” in New Brunswick and 64 Scandinavian families receiving

attention from chapters in New Brunswick.”®

® Howard Palmer, 1991. Ethnicity and Politics in Canada Since Confederation. No.
17 Ouawa: Canadian Historical Association with the support of the Multiculturalism
Program, Government of Canada, 11.

5! Echoes. June 1923, 93, 16. O. C. Pease. "The Problem of Immigration."

2 Echoes. October 1930, 120, 9. Report of the Immigration Committee by Charlotte
Whitton.

* Ibid.
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Despite 1ts low opinion of immigrants deemed undesirable, the IODE recognised
that it was not helpful to advocate "wholesale denunciation of the torcigner in our midst™;
the majority were considered industrious people “doing their duty. as they know i, and
filling a great need in the industrial life of our country."™ The IODE focus therefore
shifted to taking responsibility for canadianizing immigrants. Looking back to the pre-war
years a member notes that:

We did practically nothing, We paid them not nearly the attention that we

should have paid to imported cattle. Did we try to understand their point

of view, or make them understand ours? No. We made no cffort to ¢ven

teach them our language.....it is just lately that we awohke to the vital

importance of cducating their children to be Canadians.....If we expect any

miracles to be performed among our foreign born, we have got to perform

them ourselves.®
With such reflections, the IODE sct out to mect the challenges of canadianization.

Through canadianization, the [ODE was forced to confront what 'Canadian’ meant,
and to construct Canadian identity in resistance to the difference that it attempted to
assimilate. In its practical expression the IODE avoidzd stating what Canada was, and
instead emphasised what is was not. Instead of being centered in Britain, identity began
to re-locate in the space and people of Canada. What Said has termed betweenness,
"overlapping and intertwined geographies of identity” becomes very apparent here.*

Defining Canada was a hard task for an organisation whose symbols were British.

Canadianization was initially constructed in very practical terms, emphasizing skills such

* Echoes, October 1920, 82, 44. Ethel D. Craw. "Is Naturalization the Remedy?"
% Ibid.

56 Edward Said. 1993. Culture and Imperialism. London: Verso. 72.
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as the English lunguage and good housckeeping. It was not until later in the century that
the IODE was able to articulate a ‘Canadian’ identity. In the meartime, canadianization
was constructed to be everything that the alien was perceived nol to be.

To achieve canadianization, immigrants must not be allowed to live in segregated
spaces. A growing fear of the scgregation of new Canadians was expressed in Echoes in
1919:

[n Manitnba about 50 per cent of the population is alien. and in the other

Western Provinces the proportion is still higher. Is it any wonder,

therefore, that she feels the gravity of the situation and the necessity of
speedy action on the part of every loyal Canadian?”

In a 1919 address titled "Canadianize the Aliens” Mrs George H. Smith, national
cducation secretary, presented a large chart of Saskatchewan, showing in coloured blocks
the "different nationalities' origins and numbers of each nv ionality represented in that
Province."™ Ethel Craw argues the risk of spatial enclaves:

The industrial and agricultural development of Canada, the building of her
railroads, and the working of her mines, require an ever increasing supply
of unskilled labour from the over-populated countries of Europe and the
Orient. But we must provide these toilers with something more than just
work for their hands. We must not allow them to live apart in "Little
Russias” or "Little Italys", never mingling more than is necessary with
their Canadian neighbours, nor taking any interest in our National affairs,
and cherishing the purpose of returning to their native land when they have
saved enough money for their old age.®

7 Echoes October 1919, 78, 49. "Canadianization is Vital Question. Delay and
Neglect is Dangerous - Must Extend Definite Aid to Aliens in our Midst - Are Alien
Women to have full Canadian Citizenship?" By Mrs. C. C. Hearn, Brandon.

S Echoes, October 1919, 78, 49.

* Echoes. October 1920, 82, 44. Ethel D. Craw. "Is Naturalization the Remedy?"
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Segregated spaces. it was argued. could lead to immigrants being "tainted” with socialism,
such as an article in 1919 suggested was happening to Finns in Copper Clift, Ontario.™
Furthermore, there was fear that immigrants who lived in a block would vote as a block,
thus posing a threat to the political system. Howard Palmer has documented this concern
with respect to underprivileged immigrants of central and castern European and Finnish
immigrants in urban centres and mining camps.” In 1926 the president of the Order
identifies a complex non-British threat:

As daughters of the empire and loyal Canadians, we should be alive to the

serious situation that confronts us in the propaganda that, as the years

advance, is being slowly and surely dirccted at the undermiring of the

British connection in this Dominion. and the disintegration of thosc stable

elements that have placed Canada in its proud position...I want to tell you

that we have come to a dangerous position. The menace of Communistic

and atheistic propaganda is also becoming widespread in every country. ™
Connecting immigrants to Communism would again surface later in the century.
Methods of Canadianization

After World War I English was considered to be the most vital component in
canadianization. An imperial education, which provided English skills and knowledge,

was central and vital to the construction of a Canadian identity. An article in Echoes

states that immigrants must be trained in "high ideals” of citizenship. Immigrants should

% 1bid, 44-45. Bolshevism is reported as spreading amongst workers in lumber and
mining and railway road construction camps.

! Howard Palmer ed. 1975. Immigration and the Rise of Multiculturalism. Vancouver,
Calgary, Toronto and Montreal: Copp Clark Publishing, intro., 3.

6 NAC MG28 117, 12, 1, 11. "Insidious Propaganda” Minutes of 1926 National
Annual Meeting at Admiral Beaty Hotel, Saint John, New Brunswick.
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"learn English, spcak English, and think English.” If immigrants can be persuaded to
undertake "this heroic method of learning English. nine-tenths of the Canadianizing
problem would be solved.”™" Plans for canadianization of children extended far beyond
English lessons. The IODE subscribed to a complete imperial curriculum that promoted
the ‘ruling discourse’ and legitimated the superiority of its rule.*”

Evidence of such intentions is revealed when the IODE states its motives. As
national education secretary Mrs Smith appealed in 1919 for "intensified and broadened
Canadianization Campaign” whose object it is to "banish the old-world point of view, old
world rivalries and suspicions, and make our forcign-born citizens all the way British, in
language, thought, feeling and impulse."® Smith advocated the teaching of patrictism in
the public schools, particularly in outlying districts.

But the IODE cxperienced difficulties in instructing "patriotic ideals” amongst
cthnic groups. During the 1920s, for example, the IODE questioned the determination of
the Doukhobors in British Columbia to educate their children themselves, and resolved
to copy schemes underway in Ford and Kitchener to arrange schools for "the foreigners

in our midst."** Ever-aware of the power of segregation, the IODE perceived a threat from

®* Echoes. December 1919, 79. "Making Canadian Subjects of our Foreign
Population.”

® J. A. Mangan. ed. 1993. The Imperial Curriculum: Racial Images and Education
in the British Colonial Experience. London and New York: Routledge, intro., 6. The
following chapter examines the construction of the imperial curriculum.

* Echoes, March 1919, 76, 31-33. Mrs George H. Smith spoke on 5 February to the
Toronto Municipal Chapter.

* BCARS N/I/ IM7P IODE. Provincial Chapter of British Columbia Minutes 1924.
Summary of the 12th Annual Meeting British Columbia Provincial Chapter IODE. 23 and
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sccts such as western Mennonites who for religious reasons attempted to educate their
children separately. Such practices, stated the IODE. would prove a "menace to Canadian
unity that may arise from the natural tendency of aliens o segregate in unassimilated
groups."®’

As part of 2 grand canadianization progrumme in schools across Canada. the [ODE
had many vigorous and varied ideas: travelling libraries, children’s newspapers, and the
distribution of copies of the British North America Act to schools and libraries, prizes
were offered for short stories and onc-act plays.™ The War Memeorial Scheme, (the focus
of chapter seven), included a component providing patriotic picturcs, lectures and libraries
to 'foreign’ schools.®” It was as a part of this canadianization scheme that in 1919
Constance Boulton went on a travelling “illustrated lectures” tour, undertaken in
collaboration with the Navy Leaguc of Canada. Boulton visited some 35 towns in Western
Ontario and delivered about 78 lectures to approximately 30,000 children. She showed
pictures of King George; a lion and littie cubs to symbolize and 'naturalize’ the
relationship between the British Empire and the Dominions and ships, "the bulwark of our
unity.” Boulton's images and stories werc constructed from an imperial narrative firmly
founded upon mimicking the imperial centre of Britain. Shifts were occurring, however,

in that such mimicking produced Canadian heroes such as General Currie, and the lectures

24 April 1925.
7 Tbid.

& NAC MG28 117, 3, 1 June, 1925. "Suggestions for Expansion in the National
Educational Department.”

® NAC MG28 117, 3, 5 March 1919. The War Memorial Scheme.
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included tales of the bravery of Cunadians and their "brothers from across the seas.

In its cducation programmes, the IODE targeted isolated areas with high
percentages of immigrants. Especially in Alberta, it was considered necessary to arouse
"an interest in the British ideals and traditions, which are our common heritage as
Canadian citizens, amongst the 60 other nationalities besides the basic racial stocks of
British and French origin.”” In the face of the perceived immigrant threat, the IODE
included French Canadians in their "basic racial siocks"; a passive inclusion. as French
Canadians were not considered to challenge colonial ideology directly.

The IODE saw that teachers were vital transmitters in canadianizing immigrant
children in classrooms. It was not alone. In the prairie provinces, teachers were seen as
important in canadianization by a variety of organisations.” In the 1920s the province of
Alberta IODE held summer school courses in canadianization at the University of Alberta.
It also awarded a prize of $150, on the recommendation of the local inspector, to a
teacher who had served two or more years in a 'foreign’ settlement. Applicants were asked
to write an essay of one thousand words describing their methods of canadianization.”

A prizewinner working in a Ukrainian settlement articulated her concept of British

" Echoes, March 1919, 76, 55-57. Constance R. Boulton. "Teaching Our Children
Citizenship. Educational Work being Carried on by 1.O.D.E. bids fair to Become one of
the Most Important Activities of the Order - What is being Accomplished through
Medium of Ilustrated Lectures.” This piece mentions the War Memorial lectureships and
scholarships, selected libraries and pictures of a Patriotic and National character to be
placed in the foreign schools.

" Echoes, March 1929, 115, 7. "Canadianization Work in Alberta".
= Wurtele, 1994.

 Echoes, October 1930, 120.
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Canada:
The problem of the forcigner is 2 great one; greater than we realize. In
Alberta we have over 60 000 Ukrainians who occupy. roughly speaking,
a block of land 60 miles square. They have brought with them customs,
morals and rcligions that are in many respects a century behind Anglo-
Saxons. A Ukrainian missionary told me they had no traditions, or what

we would call such. They had no King Arthur, or Saint George. The only
tradition was oppression.”

Ukrainian culture is clearly portrayed as inferior to British culture, Reminiscent of
Atwood’s description of a schoolroom. the icons mentioned are from British history, and
are to be mimicked in ‘colonial’ Canada.

The potential of the film medium was recognised early by the IODE. Initially. film
substituted for the earlier patriotic entertainments and musicals and pageants.™ The IODE
brought in experts to advise them on how to use film. Film had the advantage of
transcending language barriers. The Editor of Echoes articulated this significance in 1930:

The motion picture carrics a2 mutual message in a country where common

speech is not an inheritance. Beforc the "movies" Russian, and

Scandinavian, Italian and Dutchman, Englishman and Frenchman, may sit

elbow to elbow and vibrate sympathetically, for all understand the
language of images.™

™ Echoes, March 1929, 115, 7. "Canadianization Work in Alberta".

7S John M. MacKenzie. 1986. Propaganda and Empire, especially chapter three. "The
Cinema, Radio and the Empire.” At the January meeting of the Manitoba Provincial
meeting in 1921 Mrs Valance Patriarche of the Manitoba Censor Board, gave an address
on "The Influence of the Motion Picture on Nationa! Life". Ten years later Raymond
Peck, Director of Motion Pictures, department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa, provided
the information for an article in Echoes on "The Educational Scope and Possibilities of
Motion Pictures".

8 Echoes, June 1930, 120, 39.
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The IODE advanced the superior merits of British films and petitioned for their purchase
and viewing. In 1926 an article in Echoes is titled "British Films to the Front - getting
the soul of England into Pictures."” Later in 1945 in New Brunswick, the Princess
Alexandra Chapter showed films about Canada and the Royal Family at two parties it
gave for language students at Vocational School.™
Into the Home

The space of the home, as the place of immigrant women, was also the focus of
canadianization. To promote soctal purity, women were considered best able to exert their
moralizing influence in the home. Perhaps it is an indication of their own feeling of
maternal strength as women that the IODE recognised the importance of immigrant
women in settlement, quoting the secretary of state for the Dominions saying that
“"pioneer wives are the Empire foundation stones” and themselves suggesting at the 1928
national annual meeting that:

The new settler's success or failure in the new country depends to a great

extent on the wife's attitude, whether she can rise above the first

discouragements, through failure of the first crops, and other seeming

obstacles, and adopt a more optimistic outlook; because we must remember

that loneliness in that vast West has been a productive source of many

failures in the life of a settler.”

Consistent with the 'racial hierarchy' already documented, the IODE believed that

British women could, with a little training, adapt to become strong and useful, while non-

7 Echoes, March 1926, 103, 10. Article by William T. Biesel.
™ Public Archives of New Brunswick. MC 200 ms 45/2.

™ NAC MG28 I17. 12, 1, 5, 13.
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English speaking women with different cultural values were dangerous. Because of their
importance as 'mothers’, such women were considered hostile obstacles o canadianization
and treated with more suspicion than were men.™ There were occasional voices of
sympathy for the hardships that immigrant women faced. as in a 1919 article in Echoes:

Put yourself in the place of the foreign-born mother - a stranger in a new

land, husband and children leamning the English language and Cunadian

ways and gradually growing away from the mother, a keen sense of

unwelcome on the part of the native-born, forced by circumstances or the

opposition of the native-born to live in unsatisfactory and un-Canadian

surroundings.™
Other voices questioned whether such "alien"” women were worthy of being naturalized
along with their husbands:

Is she 10 have full Canadian citizenship because she is the wifc or daughter

of a naturalized alien, no matter whether she can speak our language or

not, or is otherwise qualified?
The immigrant mother was portrayed as the element most resistant to canadianization. In
the words of the IODE national citizenship and immigration officer, these immigrant
women were primitive and "apparently quite dominated by their men folk, and scem to
us to have very little outlook for the future beyond a life of drudgery and repression.™™

To alleviate isolation and canadianize these immigrant women, the IODE was

active in home visits; endeavouring actually to gain access to the home and lead by

* Tbid.

8 Echoes, December 1919, 79, 35. "What a Woman Can Do in Canadianization A
Few Suggestions for Personal Service - Neighbourliness the Keynote - Teach English -
Other ways and Means of Helping Along this Great Work."

8 Echoes, December 1919, 79, 21. "Reaching the Women in Non-English Districts.”
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cxample. In an article in Echoes on "Reaching Women in Non-English Districts” suggests
that:

Would it not be possible to placc women community-workers in these
thickly populated foreign districts where teachers’ homes have been built
by the Department of Education? The community workers could share the
homes with the teachers, thus lifting some of the burdens off their
shoulders. They would form community centres, visit the women and older
girls in their homes, familiarize them with our language, gain their
confidence, teach them elementary health conditions and how to care for
the sick, and generally help them to adjust themselves to conditions in this
country of their adoption. This would at least show the foreign-born
wornan that we, her Canadian sisters, are interested in her, and sympathize

with her. And how far-reaching sympathy is, is it not? Its effect can never
be measured.™

The article goes on to suggest strategies for members to follow. The methods involved,
often on false pretences, establishing "sympathetic points of contact”, such as, through a
"friendly visit of one woman to another. Treat as if a native-born moving into
neighbourhood. Find a sympathetic point of contact - a2 new baby, a sick child, some
flower seeds, a pot of jam,” in order to "get her to help you and unconsciously you help
her.™ Even teaching English has the ulterior motive of improving the hygiene of
immigrant homes:

Ask the women to bring their babies. While you are teaching the women

get some tactful young woman who loves children to amuse the babies;

perhaps wash them and turn them back to their mothers clean and happy.*

There was a strong perception that immigrants were living in unsanitary conditions. In the

name of health and citizenship it was the job of the IODE to inculcate immigrant women

* Tbid.
* Ibid.
% Tbid.
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with ‘the cult of domesticity.*™ It was suggested to members that they get doctors to help
them in improving conditions and that members themselves "try (o improve the living
conditions, but do it very tactfully. Sometimes a bouquet or a little picture will lead the
foreign-born mother to tidy up a whole room,"

The standards that the IODE applied to rural arcas reflected the urban aspirations
of members. They could also be theories removed from the realities of lived expericnce.™
In rural areas the harsh position of women immigrants contrasted with the lives and
position of urban and conservative members of the IODE. These were women who had
the time to read influential advocate of women's rights Jancy Cunuck’s article on the
place of women in Canadian citizenship. Janey Canuck wrote in Echioes that "women are
interested in small parks, child-labour, the bettering of conditions in shops and factories,

and juvenile courts."*

Women's place in such urban 'public’ spaces was from the
"standpoint of the home", while man's place was "from the industrial side.”™ It was the
citizenly duty of women to be active in promoting citizenship.

It was with such citizenly mission that the IODE attempted to influence

% Anne McClintock. 1995. Imperial Leather. Gender, Race and Sexuality in the
Imperial Contest. London and New York: Routledge. McClintock demonstrates clear
connections between domesticity and imperialism.

% Echoes, December 1919, 79, 21.

% For a discussion of such contradictions in motherhood in Quebec scc Andrée
Lévesque. 1994, Making and Breaking the Rules. Women in Quebec, 1919-1939. Toronto:
McClelland and Stewart.

¥ Echoes 78, 1919, 53. Mrs Arthur Murphy (Janey Canuck) "Canadian Citizenship."

% Tbid.
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immigration, and the subscquent life of immigrants, with its works of canadianization
during the 1920s. It did so in the places to which it could negotiate access, through its
gendered, 'ruce’ and class identitics. These were spaces considered by the IODE as
dangerous and threatening. For much of the 1920s canadianization was constructed out
of British-centred values, and it imposed an imperial narrative on the space of Canada.
Increasing numbers of immigrants other than British, however, demanded that
canadianization define more ciearly what it meant to be situated in Canadian space. With
an imperial narrative still strong, the IODE's response was pragmatic gendered work with
immigrants, emphasising skills above rhetoric. This was also because, with 'racial’
prejudices running high, there was scepticism about how successful canadianization could
be, and it was still hoped' that immigrants would be British. Chapter six provides a picture

of how the IODE ideally portrayed Canada at this time.
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CHAPTER FIVE

EXHIBITING CANADA: THE 1928 ENGLISH SCHOOLGIRL TOUR

In 1928 the IODE collaborated with the SOSBW in a cross-Canada tour by
English schoolgirls which, in both its itincrary and subjects. can be read as a vivid
geographical enactment of colonial identity. The itinerary formed a narrative of superior
British-based culture, economy and politics in a resource-rich. technologically advanced,
democratic Canadian nation. Figure 5.1 outlines the itinerary. The gender, 'race’ and class
identities of the schoolgirls worked in 'between' ways; as subjects, the English schoolgirls
were positioned to transmit a colonial image of Canada to Britain. Their position was
necessarily multiple, as they themselves were simultaneously on display, setting an
example to which Canadians should aspire.
Empire Unity

In the late summer of 1928, the 25 young women of 17-18 years old,
representatives of sixteen elite English public schools,' assembled with their parents on
the departure platform at Euston Station in London, England, to begin a two-month tour
of Canada® The girls had been carefully selected. Nominated by their respective

headmistresses, they had survived final selection by a sub-committee of the SOSBW, and

! 'Public’ in Britain refers to private, paying schools, as opposed to the state school
system. The schools were: Bishop Fox's School, Taunton; Cheltenham; Christ's Hospital;
Grassendale; Huyton College, Liverpool; The Royal School, Bath; Rodean; Sherborne; St.
Mary's, Calne; St. George's, Harpenden; St. Paul's; St. Felix; Wycombe Abbey; Watford
Grammar School and Woodford Green School. Most of the schools were in the South of
England. Echoes, December 1928, 114, 9.

2 They took a train to Liverpool, and then went by sea to Canada. The tour lasted
from Saturday 11 August to Monday 15 October 1928.



4=} Diraction of travel

1 Quebec City
2 Amherst

3 Tnno

4 Sydney

6 Halifax

8 Annapolis

7 St John

8 Fredricton

9 Woodstack
10 Toronto

Figure 5.1. Itinerary of the 1928 English Schoolgld Tour of Canada

11 Nosth Bay
12 Winnipeg
13 Regina

14 Calgary
16 Vernon

16 Penticton
17 Chilliwack
18 Vancouver
19 Victoria
20 Jasper

21 Edmonton
22 Saskatoon
23 Sudbury

24 St Catherines
25 Niagra Falls
26 Hamilton

27 Toronto

28 Ottawa

29 Mantreal

Source:

Echaes, Dec, 1928, 114,




117
they were wished 'bon voyage' by none other than the Secretary of State for the
Dominions, Colonel Amery.’ Figure 5.2 shows the girls arriving at Quebec.

The tour was part of the British Government's Empire Scttlement scheme of the
1920s, as outlined in the last chapter. The tour organizers. however. were operating on
a much more general level than simply expecting that the 25 schoolgirls themselves
would emigrate. Related to immigration. 'empire unity' was the theme behind the
organization of educational excursions for vibrant youth. The badges given to the girls
from the SOSBW, as well as the minutes of the SOSBW, refer to the tour as simply an
"oversea tour” that was not specific to Canada. Responding to what she thinks were the
reasons for the tour, Betty Bidder, a member of the tour, recalls:

We were all issued with a badge before we left and I still have mine and,

in fact, have even found it. I see it was from the SOSBW, which I think

stood for the Society for the Overseas Settlement of British Women.

Perhaps this indicated that Britain wanted to get rid of us rather than

Canada wanted us as immigrants.’

The idea of the tour as encouraging empire unity is supported by memories of the tour.
Beatrice Scarr, another of the girls on the tour, offers her contemporary views: "I don't
think there were any real feelings that we were expected to emigrate. It was I think purely

to enlarge our outlook and to show us what a truly marvellous country Canada was. You

could not fail to see this."* Betty Bidder compares the spirit of the tour with that of

* Echoes, December 1928, 114, 6. "The Story of the English School Girls' Tour
(Taken from the Diaries of the girls)."

* Correspondence with Betty Bidder, 27 July 1994.

$ Correspondence with Beatrice Scarr, 20 June 1994. Neither Betty Bidder or Beatrice
King themselves emigrated to Canada. Beatrice considered emigrating after World War



THE TWENTV-FIVE ACToe), GIRLS FROM TUE MOTHER LAND WITHL THEIR EXGLISIT DIRECTOR
PHOTOGRADPHED ON THIEN ARRIVAL AT QUEBEC,

Figure 5.2 Echoes, October 1928, 113, 5.
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contemporary ‘overseas experience' trips that are tuken today by young adults throughout
the western world: "my grandchildren go all over the world as a matter of course, but in
1928 our trip was looked on as a great adventure."

The idea for ‘Empire tours’ had begun in the carly 1920s when. following a visit
to England by the Young Australian League, a reciprocal visit to Australia was sponsored
by the Church of England Council of Empire Settlement. There were grandiose plans 1o
send 200 boys from English public schools on tours of the Empire.’ Along with the
headmasters of public schools, connecting the tours to oversea settlement’, Coloncl
Amery, was on the Schools Empire-Tour Committee.* Between 1927 and 1939 over
nineteen tours were organized and small groups of elite public schoolboys travelled 1o
South Africa and Rhodesia, Canada and Newfoundland, New Zealand and Australia,
India, East Africa, West Indies and British Guiana.’

In 1927 the Oversea Settlement Committee of the Colonial Office suggested to the
SOSBW that they consider the possibility of a tour to Canada for English schoolgirls. As

the SOSBW was contemplating which women's organisations they would approach for

II, but was put off by stories that jobs and housing were hard to find. Betty has a
grandson living in Toronto.

¢ Correspondence with Betty Bidder, 27 July 1994,

7 ¥ .A. Mangan. 1985. The Games Ethic and Imperialism Aspects of the Diffusion of
an Ideal. Middlesex: Viking, 29. See also J. A. Mangan and Roberta J. Park eds. 1987.
From "Fair Sex" to Feminism: Sport and the Socialisation of Women in the Industrial and
Post-Industrial Eras. London, and Totowa NIJ: F. Cass.

® Ibid.

% Ibid, 30. The literature on these tours has, so far, ignored tours of schoolgirls.
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help in Canada, an IODE national executive officer, Miss Arnoldi. visited the SOSBW
offices while she was in England.'” The SOSBW asked the IODE if it would co-operate
in a tour and a situation agrceable to both partics was worked out. Enthusiasm was
subsequently gauged from the IODE's cross-Canada membership, with the response of
"hearty endorsement.””’ The IODE had the intention that after the tour, having worked
positively with the SOSBW, it would become the sole representative of the SOSBW in
Canada, and thus extend its influence over female immigration to Canada.”

The IODE's Hopes

The IODE attempted to centre the tour on Canada, with Empire unity as an
important. if peripheral motive. For the IODE, the tour was clearly intended to be more
than an educational excursion. At the end of the 1920s, the IODE was desperate to attract
British immigrants. Members of the IODE fantasised about the girls, and others like them,
immigrating to Canada. When one of the girls wrote back to the IODE after the tour to
say: "I shall probably be coming to Canada to live before long because Dad is so
interested in my account of the trip that he has made up his mind to go and see the

country for himself". the editor of Echoes commented:

YNAC A-1054 MG28 1336, 18. SOSBW Eighth Annual Report 1927. From SOSBW
Fawcett Library. "Readers will doubtless be familiar with a scheme under which a party
of public schoolboys visited Australia in 1926. The remarkable success of that tour led
to a suggestion being put forward by the Oversea Settlement Committee that the SOSBW
should explore the possibilities of arranging one for girls from secondary schools”.

1 NAC MG28 117. 4, 2 November 1927, 43. IODE National Executive Minutes.

" The outcome unfolds in the next chapter.
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From the foregoing it is evident that the visit of the English schoolgirls to

Canada will have a far reaching ctfect. not the least of which will be the

encouragement of British migration to this Dominion."
Upon return to Britain the interests of both the IODE and cmpire unity found outlets in
talks by the girls at their schools. and on radio broadcasts. When Beatrice King returned
to her school she was “asked to tell about 100 of the senior girls all about it."" In a radio
broadcast, Miss Thompson, director of the tour and member of council of the SOSBW,
commented on "the wonderful hospitality of our hostesses."'® Each person was a guest in
approximately 22 different Canadian homes. "We liked Canada and 1 hope some of us
may go back again. We are all ardent propagandists for the Great Dominion.""*
The Propaganda Tour

The tour provides 2 1928 moment in the narrative of hegemonic colonialism. To
follow Edward Said, the strength of the tour was found in the power to block the
formation of 'other’ narratives.” The narrative appears through the girls’ diary entries,
which were subsequently published in Echoes, in a radio broadcast made upon return to
Britain, and contemporary correspondence with two of the girls on the tour. The diary
entries and broadcast were 'propaganda’. John Mackenzie defines propaganda as "the

transmission of ideas and values with the specific intention of influencing the recipients'

1* Echoes, December 1928, 114, 5. Editorial.

¥ Correspondence with Beatrice King, 20 June 1994.

'S Echoes, December 1928, 114

€ Ibid.

7 Edward Said. 1993. Culture and Imperialism. London: Verso, xiii.



attitudes in such a way that the interests of its authors will be enhanced.""

The tour includes ample cvidence of the continuation of the ‘hicrarchy of races'.
Emphasising the similarities between dominion and 'mother country’, the IODE hoped.
would encourage British citizens to immigrate to familiar territory. It was all-important
during the tour that the schoolgirls should be given “an intimate insight into all that was
best in our Canadian life."" Rhetorics of the British 'race’ as one big family was taken
to great extremes. It was the IODE's purpose throughout the tour to "make the girls seem
like extended family members”, so that they would "have the point of view of relations
visiting their own people and seeing the inside of our Canadian homes and the

w20

atmosphere and sentiment of Canadian life."™ The girls were to see and feel Canada at
its best. As Betty Bidder recalls:
As far as 1 remember, 1 felt like I was to be an ambassadress for Canada,
and was cxpected to tell everyone back in England what a wonderful
country it was. I had no trouble in doing this at home and at school but do
not flatter myself that it had a great deal of effect.*
To the [ODE, the schoolgirls epitomized the ideal Canadian, and they were

exhibited to Canadians as model citizens. One of the IODE organisers proudly asserts in

her post-tour report:

** John Mackenzie. 1986. Propaganda and Empire. The Manipulation of British
Public Opinion 1880-1960. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 3.

¥ NAC MG28 117, 12, 1, 84. IODE Annual General Meeting 1929.
* Ibid.

*! Correspondence with Betty Bidder, 27 July 1994.
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Twenty-five nicer and more attractive young people it would have been

harder to find and their warm appreciation of what was done for them and

their intense interest in Canada and what she had to show was very

refreshing. Their personal fecling towards the Order before they had

?’mished_ thcin: tour was a very noteworthy feature of their Canadian

impressions.™
The schoolgirls had identities as 'daughters’ of the ‘mother country' and future mothers
themselves. They were openly referred to as fine "British stock', the carriers of racial
purity, the reproducers of the next generation. There was a high value placed upon the
redemptive, feminine ‘civilizing' effects that motherhood could have on a nation. This was
a time of imperial motherhood, with recent strong royal female role models, especially
Queen Victoria.
'Race’, Naturalization and Environment

The "niceness” and "attractiveness” of the girls was embedded in naturalized
notions of ‘'race’, health and sexuality. There was a strong connection between the health
of the girls, the health of the 'British race' and the health of Canada as a place. Right from
the beginnings of tour organisation the SOSBW showed a concern for the health and
fitness of the girls. Much care was taken by the IODE in the appointment of Miss Galt,
a nurse who travelled with the girls and looked after their health. There was a clear
sporting link in that the tour's director Miss Thompson had previously taken a group of
English hockey players abroad. In planning the itinerary much attention was given to

sports and recreation with hints of the eugenics of a healthy body as essential to the

'superior breeding stock’ of a healthy nation. This includes comments that the girls had

2 NAC MG28 117, 12, 1, 84. IODE Annual General Meeting Minutes 1929.
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gained weight and would have to lose it by exercising on board ship on the way back to
England.

The constructed health and beauty of the girls is connected to the environment of
Canada, showing the Canadian environment as suitable for British immigrants, as opposed
to the 'lesser races’. Canada is portrayed as a healthy place, a northern environment of
strength where ‘British stock’ thrive.” To advance the Canadian climate as being easy for
British immigrants to acclimatize, the Canadian winter was downplayed in al! aspects of
the tour.* The October 1928 cditorial in Echoes suggests that there would be no
suggestion of a "cold Canada” in photographs or memories.”

Great lengths were taken to 'naturalize’ the Canadian environment as a place with
a suitable landscape for 'British stock’ to inhabit. The ‘marvellous' Nova Scotia scenery
was passed through on the coast. The Annapolis Valley was described in the broadcast
as "a fruitful, peaceful tract of country, reminding one of old-fashioned pictures of the
promised land."* In thc diary entry of Sheila Keane a first glimpse of the Rocky
Mountains is recorded as, "they looked too marvellous for words, with the sun shining

on their snow-capped peaks. I don't think any of us thought they would be quite so

* This is a common myth in Canadian identity. See Carl Berger. 1966. "The True
North Strong and Free" in Peter Russell ed. Nationalism in Canada. Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 3-26.

* For a discussion of the links between geography and imperial emigration see Morag
Bell. 1993. "The Pestilence That Walketh in Darkness'. Imperial Health, Gender and

Images of South Africa c¢. 1880 - 1910." Transactions of the Institute of British
Geographers, N.S. 18, 327-341.

= Echoes, October 1928, 113, 5. Editorial.

% Echoes. December 1928, 114, 9.
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wonderful, or would seen so extraordinarily near."®” Of Niagara Falls, Mary Short notes
in her diary entry, "it was thrilling to think that we were at Tast at the foot of the Falls
of which we had heard so much. The volume of water and the wonderfully coloured
rainbows impressed us enormously."™ Images of the landscape of Canada have stayed
with Betty Bidder over the years. As she recalls. "I have very vivid memories of many
beautiful places from Niagara to the Rockies. Some are so well known that they must
have survived unspoilt: Niagara, Banff, Lake Louise, Jasper Park,™

The girls actually spent time living 'in nature’. The wilds of Northern Ontario were
chosen for a week-long stay in log cabins. Audrey Fletcher records her elation: "as soon
as our baggage arrived we rushed to put on breeches or gym tunics so that we could feel
we were really campers." It was reported in the broadcast of the girls' camping
experiences in Northern Ontario that:

we slept in log cabins on the shores of a perfect lake, and bathed, canoed,

rowed, walked (or hiked) held sing-songs round camp fires, ate corn off

the cob, hot dogs and all kinds of strange but pleasant foods, and in fact,

had the time of our lives. Canadians certainly do know how to make the
most of their glorious Summer.*

Here, 'race’ and sexuality appear 'natural' in what was considered the most strong and

7 Ibid, 21. Sheila Keane. Diary entry 14 September, Banff and Lake Louise.
% Ibid, 22. Mary E. Short. Diary entry for Toronto-Niagara.

¥ Correspondence with Betty Bidder, 27 July 1994.

% Echoes, December 1928, 114, 7. Audrey Fletcher. Diary entry.

3 Thid, 9.
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healthy of environments, the idealised epitome of Canadian space.™ The girls' enjoyment
of their surroundings, where they frolic and are at onc with 'nature’, reinforces their
suitability for Canadian citizenship.

Class, Gender and Progress

The 25 schoolgirls were mostly upper-middle class, and had paid a substantial cost
of 100 pounds towards their transportation.”® A few had had their passages paid for by
their schools. This was the case with Beatrice King, who recalls:

My school, Christ's Hospital, founded by Edward VI (son of Henry VIII)

in 1552 very kindly sent me, as I had really left school and was waiting

to start a teacher's training course in January 1929. Miss Thompson had

wanted this school to be represented. All the other schools were for fairly

wealthy girls. My father was a parson with a big family and not wealthy!™
Because class difference operated in a more fluid way in Canada, the girls probably
expenenced a broader spectrum of society than that to which they were used in England.
Where possible, it was arranged that the girls meet young Canadians of their own age and

social position, “for the personal friendships that may thus arise are all a great

strengthening of ties between the two countries.”* As Betty Bidder recalls:

2 Karen Dubinsky. 1993. Improper Advances: Rape and Heterosexual Conflict in
Ontario. 1880-1929. Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 148. Dubinsky
suggests that at the time Northern Ontario was considered a “superior physical
environment”.

* The remaining costs were met by the fundraising of the IODE.
¥ Correspondence with Beatrice Scarr, 20 June 1994.

3 NAC MG28 117, 12,1. National Annual Meeting 1929.
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Qur hostesses were unfailingly generous and kind and were from all

possible waiks of life. On our arrival, we would see a bunch of women of

all ages backed by a row of cars varying from a shining new Packard (no

Cadillacs that I remember) to a Mode! T Ford. and the hostesses and their

homes covered the same range. I am sure 1 sample cverything from a

millionaire's house to working class cottages; we probably were most

comfortable in the middle-class professional homes from which we came

but T hope we behaved reasonably well in any of them.™
After the tour there were frequent references by the SOSBW, the girls and by the I0DE
itself to the wonderfu} hospitality of the IODE and the lengths that it went to during the
tour. Beatrice King remembers the IODE as "kind and entertaining.""” As she recalls:
"Then we stopped at small stations and were given a great welcome and given pamphlets,
souvenirs, fruit etc. This made us feel like royalty. We took turns to thank them. Then
on we would go."* Even breakfast was often preceded by welcoming speeches, to which
the girls took it in turns to reply; "Being one of the youngest, my tumn did not come
around for a third time, for which at the time I was grateful." The social schedule was
hectic and tiring. "Sometimes [ fear”, recalls Betty Bidder "we must have seemed very
off-hand, if not down-right rude; a diet of almost uninterrupted sight-seeing does tend to
cause mental indigestion, and I can remez:ber saying that if I have to admire another
nd0

town hall I shall scream.

The girls were the guests of many prominent Canadians. The welcome extended

3 Correspondence with Betty Bidder, 27 July 1994.

3 Correspondence with Beatrice King, 20 June 1994.
% bid.

¥ Ibid.

% Correspondence with Betty Bidder, 27 July 1994.
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in Duncan, British Columbia, is typical of the pomp and circumstance surrounding the
tour. Cicely M., Nelson notes in her diary:

...w¢ had a royal welcome - it is simply wonderful the way so many

pcople turn out to see such flying visitors! We put a wreath on the War

Mecmorial and then we sang the National Anthem. The Mayor extended a

welcome to us and everybody seemed so pleased to see us that we were

only sorry we could not stay longer.*'
Privileged class position allowed access to official space. The tour itinerary is full of
dinners and luncheons with mayors, lieutenant governors, and members of parliament,
making for a highly pressured itinerary. Legislative buildings across Canada, attributed
to British-styled democracy and justice, and the connection to constitutional monarchy
were emphasised, with royalty given a prominent position wherever possible. For
example, there was a visit to the Prince of Wales's ranch near Calgary. In Regina, writes
Pamela Butcher, "in the afternoon we visited the Parliament Buildings, which were very
fine. We were pleased to see a photograph of little Princess Elizabeth hanging on the wall
there."* Rosamund Upcher comments that Parliament buildings in Ottawa "were very
interesting, especially the peace tower, and we all thoroughly appreciated the privilege of
being allowed to see the Memorial Chamber, which is most unusual.™* It commemorates,
of course, Canada's loyal part of the Empire in World War L.

At various moments during the tour, the appeal was made to gender identity: the

girls were shown domestic science rooms, attended a household economics lecture,

*' Echoes, December 1928, 114, 22, 25 September, Victoria to Jasper.
* Ibid, 6.

¥ Ibid. 23. Rosamund Upcher. Diary entry.
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nandicraft fairs and were given feminine presents. Here gender appears in stark contrast
to the imperial propaganda narrative of agriculture, resources and industry. But because
they were identified as British and of privileged class, their gender did not exclude the
girls from the more masculine and ‘public’ spaces. They were shown the present
competency and future commercial promise of Canada. At the national exhibition in
Toronto the girls were presented with a full Empire narrative. Schooigirl Phyllis Carter

notes in her diary:

We were taken to the Empire Marketing Building, which was beautifully
laid out. We were particularly interested in the lovely models of animals
and scenes of different parts of the Empire. We rushed around the Ontario
Building and saw all of the natural resources in the Province. Then we

dashed through the agricultural section. Afterwards there were bands and
fireworks. ™

Empire unity was made visible in the relationships of staplies trade. There appeared to be

no end to the diversity and richness of the resources that Canada contained. In British

Columbia;

We were shown over some huge lumber mills, some of the biggest in the
world, I believe. It is marvellous what can be done with an enormous tree
in a few minutes, and rather sad in a way. A mighty tree trunk is dragged
in from the river, and in a few moments cut up almost as though it were
butter, the whole thing being done by one man directing a vast mass of
machinery.”

In Sudbury, Muriel Brown shows an understanding of the production of nickel; "we all

agreed that to visit Coniston is the best way to learn the 'Mond Process’ for nicke] - much

* Ibid, 7. Phyllis Carter. Diary entry.
. * Tbid, 9. Broadcast.
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better than consulling a Chemistry text book.™ In Calgary they took in "the modern city"
and surrounding oil wells "with strange jets of gas spouting over the countryside."

Throughout the tour the agricultural resources and wealth of Canada were
emphasised by visits to a wide variety of experimental farms and orchards. At Regina the
girls visited the grain exchange and participated in the Harvest Thanksgiving: "One has,
of course, heard descriptions over and over again of Canadian wheat fields, and it is
impossible to convey an adequate impression to you."™® In the fruit-laden Okanagan
Valley the girls "ate more peaches than one could have believed possible” and met many
English settlers, reinforcing the notion of the bountiful life in a Canadian environment that
is put forward as suited to British immigrants above all others.”

Developing Dominion

All development was linked to Canada's position in the British Empire. As Miss
Thompson stated, the "idea was that the girls should learn something of the past history
of Canada, as well as gain an impression at least of its present position and future
development.”® They were shown “our historical beginnings in Quebec and the

Maritimes" and then moved through the country as "our civilization moved West,” and

capped it all off with a week's visit to the universities to obtain "a more intimate

% Tbid, 22. Murie} Brown. Diary entry.
7 Ibid, 9. Broadcast.

* Ibid.

* Ibid.

* Ibid.
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knowledge of the young people of their own age."' There is an emphasis throughout the
tour on becoming familiar with the heroes and great men who had helped to build
Canada. with continual reference to grand narratives of conquest and domination. In
Quebec City, with no guilty feelings about how French Canadians might view the site,
they visited the exact landjng place of General Wolfe, the British hero who captured
French Canada for the British in 1759. This is not to say that there was no recognition
of a French Canadian presence, but that it was an input considered n relation to the
hegemonic status of British Canada. Recalling the tour, Beatrice King writes that her
favourite parts were "Montreal or Quebec, as they had such a French influence, and the
history involved with these two."™ In the Maritimes at Fort Champlzin, the girls learned
more of French/English rivalry and in Winnipeg they received lessons on the "thrilling
history" of the pioneers of the Hudson's Bay Company.®

Unlike the heroics, economic merit and cultural supremacy of the British and
French, Native peoples were to be marvelled at for their 'primitive’ ways of the past. In
Chilliwack, British Columbia:

We visited an Indian school, and it was interesting to see the children

show us England on the map, and on being asked, the (to us) somewhat

puzzling question "what is the other name of that country?” to hear them

all respond without hesitation, "Our Motherland.” What a queer world it
ist™

S| NAC MG28 117, 12, 1. 1929 National Annual Meeting.
52 Correspondence with Beatrice King, 20 June 1994.
53 Echoes, December 1928, 114, 9. Broadcast.

5 Tbid.
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This comment is an indicator to the extent to which seeing Britain ws the centre of Empire
had supposedly infiltrated the Native mind.

At the end of the tour there was time for the girls to reflect upon and consolidate
their experiences. The girls were split into three groups to spend a week at McGill,
Toronto or Queen's University, where special courses on Canadian history and literature
placed an emphasis on imperial progress, modernization, the superiority of Britain. and
a strong Canada within the British Empire. The courses arranged for them helped the girls
in "focusing some of the ideas they had collected throughout the tour."* Cicely M.
Nelson writes about her courses at McGill:

Dr. Cyrus Macmillan gave us two lectures on "Canada in Literature” which

made us realize, I think of the first time, that Canadians are just as much

heirs of Shakespeare as English people and that what we all really ought

to work for is Empire literature.®®
The courses summarized Canada and the narrative of the tour more generally as a
portrayal of what Canada had been, presently was, and might be, shown to those who
were ideally sought to create it. This was to be a place mimicking Britain, and subsuming
all difference into the colonial identity of Canada.

Conclusion
The 1928 English schoolgirl tour of Canada demonstrates how the IODE created

a narrative of Canadian history, within the larger narrative of Empire. The tour possessed

all the qualities of the IODE's earlier pageants and entertainments, making the concept

% Tbid.

% Tbid, 23. Cicely M. Nelson. Diary entry.
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of 'Canada’ »s delicious as Okanagan peaches. Further, the IODE's position in promoting
Canada, yet from a colonial. Britain as superior, perspective sees it utilizing British
interests for its own benefit. The schoolgirls themselves became part of the narrative, and
provide insight into who could belong to the hegemonic construction of colonial identity.
As the girls discovered the Canadian cnvironment and socicty. their multiple identities
showed the important intersections of gender, class and ‘race’. The tour is also testimony
to the extent that the IODE would go to populate Canada with British immigrants. 1t was
an important moment that would fade quickly as the Great Depression changed

expectations and possibilities.
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CHAPTER SIX: DAUGHTERS O THE EMPIRE, MOTHERS IN THEIR OWN
HOMES. 1929-1945
The IODE's representation of colonial identity during the Depression and World
War I was characterised by Britain's weakening position in relation to a stronger Canada.
Although the influence of investments and popular culture from the United States was
increasing at this ime, British immigrants were still valued as superior, and the IODE
continued to negotiate access to spaces where it could reinforce its own construction of
Canadian identity, largely unaware of American and French Canadian presences. During
World War i, when Canada came to Britain's aid. class position and organisation along
stringent ‘imperial’ lines led to a massive contribution to the war effort by large numbers
of IODE women. The IODE used its maternal position to reinforce allegiance to Britain,
but its perception was ever more Canada-centered.
The 1930s
After the 1928 schoolgirl tour, disappointed that it had failed in the attempt to
become sole Canadian representatives of the SOSBW, the JODE seemed tired of trying
to encourage British immigration.' Rejected, the IODE expressed increased pragmatism
in 1ts attitude towards Britain. The 1929 transfer of the canadianization work to the

Immigration Committee of the Order was an acknowledgement of how there would have

! NAC MG28 1336 A-1054. SOSBW 1929 Annual Report, 32. Soon after the tour
the I0DE asks the SOSBW if it can become the sole representatives in Canada, and the
situation is very tense when the SOSBW turn down its request; "We are glad that in spite
of the inability of the IODE to correspond officially with the SOSBW, we may still count
upon their kind belp in various directions. We owe a debt of gratitude to the Order in
relation to the Schoolgirls' Tour, and should greatly regret a severance of connection with
such good friends.”
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to be even more active canadianization, as well as securing British timmigrants.” When
SOSBW representatives Franklin and Hargreaves visited Canada in 1930 to meet with the
IODE about the immigration of educated girls and to reconsider the IODE as sole
correspondents, the IODE was sceptical. With more educated girls graduating from
Canada, they no longer thought that large-scale interim domestic work would be viable!

The IODE's caution is not surprising given the onset of the Great Depression. The
Depression forced radical reconsideration of Empire settlement schemes and effectively
"killed the grand emigration plans of Amery and Milner. the dominions having no interest
in adding to their unemployment.™ Al the end of thc summer Bennett, the new
conservative prime minister, cut off immigration. With thousands of Canadians
unemployed, the IODE grew more sceptical of immigrants, cspecially those from the
British 'lower classes’. Although it was opposcd to cutting immigration altogether, the
IODE was suspicious of Britain's using Canada 2s a way to alleviate its own domestic
problems.® When the Empire Settlement Act came up for renewal in 1937, the IODE's

position recognized that Britain "with its large number of unemployed is cxtremely

* NAC MG28 117 12,1, 6. National Annual Meeting 1930.

3 Tbid. The National Executive minutes record that;"Miss Franklin asked if the Order
would be willing to undertake the settlement and placement of a small number of women
in such work, but it was sxplained that a survey had been made two or three years ago,
and the result had been most disappointing.”

‘Dane Kennedy. 1988. "Empire Migration in Post-War Reconstruction: The Role of
the Oversea Settlement Comamittee, 1919-1922", Albion, 20, 3, Fall 1988, 403419, 44,

5 John A. Schultz. 1990. "Canada and Empire Settlement 1918 - 1930." 150-173 in
Stephen Constantine ed. 1990. Emigrants and Empire: British Settlement in the Dominions
Between the Wars. Manchester and New York: Manchester University Press, 168.
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anxious 1o place these people in the Dominions."® The IODE felt that Canada could afford
to "sclect prospective settlers with the greatest care” so that they "are not to become
failures or add further 10 the relief rolls.”

The IODE's preference for British immigrants and a British-based society remained
unchanged. In a 1938 Vancouver radio broadcast. [ODE member Mrs Hodgson stated:
British settlers are badly needed ir. Canada today for its future well-being
and in order that our British heritage and traditions may forever remain
part of our national pride. It is hoped that our government will soon see
its way clear to open the gates of Canada to selected settlers from the

British Isles.?
A booklet prepared in 1939 titled "Canada Within Empire” shows how little ideas had
changed since 1900. Canada's vast spaces were united not by features of their location in
Canadian spuce, but instead to the British Empire:

The great distances separating the peoples of the various Provinces, the

lack of a national educational policy, the racial and religious differences

all make it difficult to achieve a conscious national unity, but a knowledge

of our common heritage within the Empire, the principles of justice and

freedom, should form a basis for mutual understanding and cooperation.”

The symbols of Canadian identity to be taught to immigrants were still defined through

the subjugation of difference; the symbols of the flag, coat of arms, and monarchy are

® Echoes, March 1937, 146, 51. "Only last January the British House of Commons
approved a resolution which would enable the Government to contribute 75% of the cost
of any migration scheme, against 50% at present.” This was a preliminary step to extend
the expiring 1922 Empire Settlement Act for 15 more years.

7 Ibid.

¥ NAC MG28 117, 19. Radio Scripts of Broadcasts on IODE History and Work.
"Vancouver AM" 1938.

Y NAC MG28 117, 40, Misc. IODE. 1939. Canada Within The Empire. Toronto, 5.
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mentioned and Great Britain is still "the Mother Country”. Aside from the four 'races’ of
the English. Scottish. Irish and French-Canadians” there was a significant crasure of

ethnic groups in Canada.”

Despite promises that assimilation would permit others to
participate as citizens. it was only by taking on a new identity that immigrants might
belong; ultimately they were striving towards something in which they would never be
able to participate fully, despite the claim of "ideals dear to all Canadians.”"

At this time. as during the century more generally. education was an arca of
sustained effort by the IODE, who realised the importance of education in promoting its
ideals and was quick to see the importance of textbooks and librarics for schools.”
Education often overlapped with canadianization, especially when the objective was to
educate new Canadians in the ways of the colonial ideology. This work involved Englisk

lessons in order to break down barriers to “foreigners in our midst” being instructed in

"patriotic ideals.”"* Calendars, pictures, and other symbols of colonial attachment were

% Ibid, 18.
' Ibid, S.

> For a discussion of Canadian textbooks see Timothy J. Stanley. 1990, "White
Supremacy and the rhetoric of educational indoctrination: a Canadian case study" in J. A.
Mangan. ed. Making Imperial Mentalities: Socialisation and British Imperialism.
Manchester and New York: Manchester University Press, 144-162. J. A. Mangan. ed.
1993. The Imperial Curriculum : Racial Images and Education in the British Colonial
Experience. London and New York: Routledge, is a collection of essays focusing on "the
function of education, curriculum and textbook in shaping imperial images of dominance
and deference,” intro., 1.

13 BCARS (Provincial Archives and Records Service, Victoria, BC). n/ifim7p IODE
Provincial Chapter minutes 15 October 1928. "Whereas we, the Provincial Chapter of
British Columbia are much concerned regarding the conditions existing in our Country
among the foreigners in our midst, viz- the Doukhobors and others, that they do not seem
to be instructed in the English language, whereby it is very difficult to instruct them in
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constuntly provided to schools by chapters across the country, a practice that has
continued to the present.™

As the century has progressed and hegemonic identity has changed, the IODE has
shifted not only its messages, but its places of influence. A Regina member expresses a
shift in influence on cducation boards and research:

At onc time, and I mention it in my history. we were on every education
board in Saskatchewan, IODE was on that board, they were always invited
to be on it, because we had input and we did our research and we knew
what we were talking about. That isn't happening anymore."

The I0DE attracted a large number of teachers as members. One such member recalls her
memories of teaching in the 1930s, and what she now perceives was a challenge to a
British curriculum. Here, the connection of patriotic work in the classroom, to fighting
in war is strongly articulated:

Working with children in my day, you automatically taught patriotism. I
don't think things were always rosy, because before I was married in 1934,
I remember one Friday afternoon everything was done and I had a bright
class of boys and they'd call them junior high today, They were ready for
high school and, I said right now, you can have a concert, and they always
loved a concert and I always tried to get my children to speak on their
feet; 1 thought it was very important for them to be able to stand up in
front of people and express themselves. So they would elect a chairman
and the kids had to do what the chairman told them to do; if it was to
speak for three minutes on day light saving and so on and in-between that
we'd sing songs, and we were singing "Rule Britannia, Britannia Rules the
Waves." So there came a knock at the door, and it was the Principal of the
school, the first time that I'd ever seen the man and I said "What do you

patriotic ideals.”

" NAC MG28 117, 9, 6 May 1964. In 1965 it would be 40 years since the IODE
calendar, started by National Education Secretary Wilhelmina Gordon. In 1964 the IODE
printed 37,000 calendars for schools.

'S Interview, 18 April 1994. Regina, Saskatchewan.



want?" and he said "We're not allowed to teach those war mongering songs
any more.” This is 1934, | said "Oh, who says 07" He said "The
Department of Education.” That was at the beginning of what we are now
in, bilingualism and multiculturalism and so on, you know.

Four or five years later 1 stood on the platform of the CPR station out the
back of town here and the train was leaving for Halifax. It was a train full
of soldiers and the boys were on board and the IODE was there with our
baskets and we had Klcenex and candy and cigarettes and things you give
young people going away. And there were three or four of those boys
there who had gone to school with me and ! knew and they knew me and
I said to one of them. he used to caddy for me at golfl boy he was a good
golfer, I said "Honey. have you any idea what you're going to fight for,
besides a pay cheque?” and he turned around and he looked at me for a
few minutes and he said "They didn't give us much chance to learn, did
they Mrs. Baker?” I said "No, they didn't.” And 1 said it's just sad to be
leaving that way. And that was my one feeling that 1 had to that 1939 war,
I blame Canadian schools for the watering down, you know. right now we
take our Canadian troops and we put them off in Cyprus or we put them
off in Somalia or somewhere clse and they haven't had any - and I'm going
to use the word - INDOCTRINATION to give them a reason why as a
Canadian they should be there. And I think that's wrong. That's like me
giving you a loaded gun and saying go kill anyone you want to. You don't
have to have a reason, and 1 don't think it's right.'®

This "indoctrination” is the narrative of colonialism that the IODE actively promoted
through education. In the 1930s education that emphasised strong attachments to the
British Empire provided the precursor to participation in World War 11,
World War 11

World War II, yes that's when the IODE really flourished because there

was a need in every field, for veterans and veterans' children and sending

things overseas and raising money to help with the overseas projects. Tag

days and everyone was so patriotic that IODE really flourished. Of course
that's why we were established in the very beginning.”

'S Interview, 21 October 1993. Fredericton, New Brunswick.

7 Interview?2, 25 October 1993. Saint John, New Brunswick.
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I think probably IODE had its greatest importance during the war.'*

The men who sail in little ships through treacherous waters endure with

fortitude and patience the trials through which they must pass because of

what they learned of these virtues at their mother's knee."”

Canada prides herself on having been on the side of the motherland and

since war began has paid her way, has the largest volunteer fighting force

in the World, the largest small arms factory in the Empire. and has been

privileged to share in the great glories as the daughter who is mistress on

her own house.™

As previously argued, much of the work on women's participation during wartime
has focused on women as an cssential identity, a group inherently different from men.
This 'maternal’ reasoning, however, added weight to the separate spheres framework, and
this has led to women's contributions as being seen as relegated to a private feminine
sphere, reinforcing the very categories of patriarchy. This framework was reified during
wartime by spatial dividers such as the 'homefront’. On the contrary, this thesis argues that
the IODE and its muitiple positionings during wartime all served to contribute to the
production of Canada.

World War Il saw the IODE negotiating a place through a wide spectrum of
identities and spaces. In Echoes in 1942 there are references to the role of the mother in
international relations:

Who has such valuable training in a kind and just diplomacy as the Mother

of a family? Who so impartial when judgement is required? Who so
anxious to distribute fairly the material benefits at her disposal? I beg of

¥ Interview, 23 October 1993. Fredericton, New Brunswick.

' NAC MG28 117, 6. 11. National Annual Meecting. Presidential Address by Mrs
Horkins.

* NAC MG28 117, 6. National Annual Meeting, 31 May 1944.
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®

you mothers, carry this spirit of tolerance and understanding 1o every
member of the human race, and we shall have new International
Relationships.*!
Maternal sacrifice is constructed as international in influerce, representing supreme moral
fortitude. As constructed mothers. the women of the I0DE occupied a domain of grict
and sorrow. It was a domain that was sustained by " ‘hands on' uscful work", of aiding
the war effort.™ When the maternal identity was combined with Canadian and British
identities the effect was a rousing patriotic combination and asscrtion of patriotism. An
example of these identities working in combination is at the IODE annual mecting in
1940, where the IODE national president remarked:
The exercise of mutual tolerance is of vital importance. Many women are
experiencing pangs of deep sorrow at the present time. They have had to
say good-bye to either a husband, a son. a brother, a sweetheart or a
nephew. They are worried and their nerves are on edge. People are likely
under stress of great emotion to lose the large perspective. We should
think of this before criticising too severely. Canadians have inherited a
splendid pasi from their British ancestors and it is within our power to
hand down to our descendants equality and freedom, together with
selflessness, co-operation, and mutual tolerance.™
In keeping with the spirit in which the IODE was formed, her words also appeal to 'race’,
and British ancestors, As "daughters of the Empire”, Canadian IODE members had a part
to play in helping the women and children of Britain. Of the women of the Empire

Horkins noted in her speech a year later:

Their spirit and their sacrifice in this terrible war is the wonder of the

3 Echoes, Autumn 1942, 168, 14. "Women and International P.elations.”
2 Interview, 9 October 1993. Campbeliford, Ontario.

. 3 NAC MG28 117, 6, 11. National Annual Meeting. Presidential Address by Mrs
Horkins.
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world. Every day. with unflinching courage and nearly always with a

smile, they say farewell to the faces which they have loved. not long since,

but have lost awhile.™
Again, mothers must make sacrifices for national and imperial victory. As Horkins
continucs:

The blood-stuined ycar of 1941 has brought muanifold sufferings, -

sufferings belore unknown - but the fortitude of the women has been

uncqualled in all the annals of history. These indeed are the times that try

women's souls, but all honour to the women of England. to the women of

all the United Nations, so goes the toast, without their courage we should

be lost.™
Canada's contribution is put in context of loyalty to Britain, and the allies of Britain and
Canada. It is not enough for women to teel the horrors of war; they must also work for
victory.
Working for Victory

The vital input of women's voluntary work was recognised by the IODE. In her
book Canadian Women in the War Effort, Charlotte Whitton wrote of women's home
responsibilities that:

These responsibilities had-and still have-a value, in the national economy,

of millions of dollars in the "non-gainful” occupation of hundreds of

thousands of Canadian homemakers whose inability so to keep the gears

of home life meshing would mean the complete collapse of the home front
behind all war effort in the Dominion.*

At the same time that it was linked to the nation, women's work was considered to be the

* Ibid, 15.
* Ibid. 10.

** Charlotte Whitton. 1942. Canadian Women in the War Effort. Toronto: The
Macmillan Company of Canada Limited, '.
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most suited 10 houschold and personal service, considered by Whitton as the "most natural
and accessible arca of women's effort."”(original emphasis)

As collective mothers the [ODE ‘adopted’ ships and military bases, stating that "the
authoritics have found the interest taken by a civilian group in a ship and its sailors o be
very beneficial to the morale of the men and now desire every ship to have a sponsor or
"fairy godmother.""™ Between 1942 and 1950, 357 ships were adopted by 1ODE
chapters.” Items sent to the ships varied from patriotic pictures of the King and Queen
to coffee percolators, clothing, boxing gloves and ashtrays.™

Being "fairy godmothers” was a complex project for the IODE. Shipments went
missirg and ships put in requests for items that their superiors did not want them to have.
Caught in the middle, IODE chapters were chided by the navy. A letter to the I0ODE from
the navy regarding the PWSC Winnipeg inquires:

May I ask if you are putting sweaters in the Ditty Bags? This is contrary

to the understanding reached with the Dominion Council of the Navy

League and a policy which 1 am satisfied is unwise. Many of the men

receiving ditty bags have ali the sweaters they need while other men are
in great need of these sweaters.”

The IODE was particularly strong in work with the navy and people working on the seas.

¥ Ibid, 4.

% NAC MG28 117, 23, 15 March, 1943. Mrs Angas reports that there are 51 ships
on the records of the Department of National Defence Naval Service without sponsors.

¥ NAC MG28 117, 23. Adoption of Ships 1942-1950.
* Thid.
M Ibid. Letter to the IODE co-ordinator, Mrs Richardson.
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This was because the Navy fell into more of a 'between’ category than the army and
airforce, and received fewer provisions. The IODE operated a canteen in Halifax and a
Scaman’'s Mission in Saint John, New Brunswick:

It's still on Prince William Street and that's where the seamen would come

in during the war when they were on leave or had a break from their ship

and the IODE entertained almost every night of the week during the war,

with dances, and serving refreshments, coffee, for years we made socks

and things that they would need on board ship, heavy mittens, socks and

we made ditty bags.

As in World War [, knitting was a significant work of the IODE. Knitting patterns
were circulated for members to follow. "We all knitted," says one member who lived in
North Bay, Ontario, during World War II; "It was to send overseas. I pity who ended up
wearing it: I didn't know what in the name of goodness 1 was doing!"* As a 'reserve
army of labour’ women were frequently called upon to supplement government clothing
supplies. One member recalls that the coast guard and merchant marines didn't have
uniforms from the government: "They weren't volunteers, but they weren't actually part
of service [but] they did an awful lot of work getting the convoys across to England.” She
helped a2 woman who used to make vests out of scraps of fur from furriers: "I was a little
girl, and we didn't have sitters in those days and so mother dragged me along and I used

to help her match the pieces of fur to make up these vests for the merchant marines and

it was great fun and we'd get different patterns."™

¥ Interview, 25 October 1993. Saint John, New Brunswick.
** Interview, 8 November 1993. Kingston, Ontario.

* Interview. 4 November 1993. Ottawa, Ontario.
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That kind of work took place at 182 Lowther Avenue, the national headquarters
of the IODE in Toronto. Figure 6.1 shows members at work in the packing room.
Recalling headquarters during the war the same member recalls making lavettes to send
io bombed-out families in England:
They had a stable at the back and those were the working and packing
rooms during the war. And it was busy practically cighteen hours a day.
people packing and working. I used to carry our sewing machine on a
street car down to this place. We lived a fair distance away but they only

had one sewing machine and if you want to get any work done you need
a lot of them.”

Given the IODE's strong background in education and libraries, and its history of
complicit patriotism, the department of national defence had confidence in the IODE, and
suggested that they supply books to the troops.”® The campaign for library books
contributed to Canadian citizenship. A pamphlet produced in support of the book
campaign asserted that; "Books Banish Boredom! Books Boost Morale! Books Uplift and
Educate!"" Building upon its positions as mothers and educators the IODE gained access
to this space of citizenship formation. Figures 6.2 and 6.3 show the IODE's display at the
Canadian national exhibition in 1941 and members preparing books. The 10DE controlled
what sorts of books should and would be read by troops. The HODE states that "cash is
wanted as the IODE has preferred buying power and through experience knows the type

of books the service people like."* Troops were at once defending Canada and Empire

% Ibid.
* Tbid.
7 NAC MG28 117, 23. Adoption of Ships. 1942-1950.

¥ NAC MG28 117, 23, 5. Armed Services Libraries Campaign, 1943-1945,



Figure 6.1 NAC PA 187894. World War II Members At Work In The Packing
Room At 182 Lowther Avenue
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Figure 6.2 NAC PA 187896. IODE World War I Service Library Display At The

Canadian National Exhibition



. Figure 6.3 NAC PA 135187. IODE World War II Service Library
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and reinforcing a sense of colonial attachment. Figure 6.2 features a poster that appeals
to a pristine Canadian landscape. linking reading to strong. healthy homeland.

The IODE was just as vigorous and as firm in the prosccution of World War 11
as they had been in World War 1. Whereas it began World War [ by donating a
battleship. the IODE began World War 11 by donating a Bollingbrooke Bomber. Figure
" 6.4 shows the bomber being presented to the Royal Canadian Airforce. In 1940 the IODE
raised $100,000 within six weeks for the Bomber fund, and $130,000 additional were
sent directly to the Lord Beaverbrook Aircraft Fund in England.” In 1942 the I0DE
campaigned for the forced internment of “enemics” living within Canadian territory:

Whereas in this time of war there are enemies of the British Empire within

our borders, be it resolved that a petition be sent to the government of

Canada at Ottawa from the IODE petitioning them to deprive enemy aliens

and subversive naturalized Canadians (who have been naturalized during

the past five years) of their liberty, and place them in concentration camps

for the duration of the war. CARRIED.*
Old racist attitudes surfaced in the IODE's call for internment. The British Columbia
provincial chapter, for example, asserted in 1944 "that the duai nationality of the Japanese
will never allow them to become assimilated into Canadian life."* Individual members
and local chapters varied in their sensitivity; national and provincial levels were especially
rigorous. Rumoured reports of weakness towards internees made it into the national

minutes. National executive in Toronto, informed that on the prairies information was

3 Charlotte Whitton 1942, 31.

0 NAC MG28 117, 6, 30 May 1942. National Executive Minutes. The motion is from
Alberta IODE. '

SUNAC MG28 117, 6, 6 September 1944,



Figure 6.4 NAC PA 135174. Presentation of The Bollingbroke Bomber By The
IODE To The RCAF
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received that chapters were supplying magazines and cigarettes to enemy alicns in
internment camps, responded. "This action is being severely criticised by Canadians
outside the Order."* The suspension of democratic values. so important to the IODE, is
understandable only in so far as the IODE deemed such action necessary to promote the
goal of victory.

World War I saw Canada. through its contributions to the war move to u stronger
position as a nation. As Britain was devastated by the bombs of the Blitz. Cuanada's
position of strength became very apparent. As President Horkins notes in 1939:

We have many things to be thankful for in Canada - our granaries are full

of wheat, our sheep are grazing on the hillsides and our birds arc still

singing. So far there is no danger of the horrors of bombardment or the

heart-rending uncertainties which confront non-combatants in war. Think

of these blessings! And let us pray as we never prayed before: "Oh God,

make wars to cease!™
In this speech there is increased awareness of the 'positionality' of Canada, and Canadian
environment and resources are strong and important. The courageous reaction of British
citizens was used further by the IODE to glorify British identity. Horkins notes in 1941,

"We should be proud to give as well as to lend to help those who arc all 'in the front

line', and whose endurance and heroisin compels the homage of the world."* Britain was

* NAC MG 8 117, 5, 3 July 1940. National Executive Minutes.

3 Echoes, Autumn 1939, 156, 3. Mrs Horkins. "A Message to the Members of the
Order." - ;

® Echoes, Spring 1941, 162, 3. Mrs Horkins. "How Much We Many Owe That
. Dauntless Few."



147
still the "spearhead of modern civilization” and "solid bastion of democracy.”** With this
example before them, the IODE perceived a strong place for a Canadian nation to perform
the duty that is "of paramount importance to us as Canadians: it is to give our time. our
money and our brains to help win this war."** And here, women as mothers had an
important part to play as daughters of the Empire. and mothers in their own homes.
Distinguished Visitors and Warbrides

The IODE was active in helping with British war guests in Canada. National war
guest convener Edith Angas reports in 1941:

These are Britain's mothers and children who have come to us for shelter.

Hitler with his bombs may destroy her homes, but he cannot destroy the

love that has been fostered in those homes, nor break the ties of love

which bind this Empire; he may break in pieces the lovely churches of the

Motherland, but he cannot break the faith that has been nurtured in those

churches, nor kill the spirit which is born of faith.”
The IODE saw the opportunity during war to recruit 'eligible’ new Canadians. British
women who were marrying Canadians were sent wedding dresses by IODE members. In
Fredericton, New Brunswick a member says, "There weren't any wedding dresses, so

IODE rounded up a number of wedding gowns in different sizes, sent them off to Britain,

and loaned them to the girls so that they would be married in a proper dress."*® The name

* NAC MG28 117, 12, 2, 11. Mrs Horkins. 1940 National Annual Meeting.
Presidential Address.

* Echoes, Spring 1941, 162, 5. Mrs C. H. Wilson, National War Service Convener.
"Are We Facing the Facts™

7 NAC MG28 117, 12,2, 79. 1941 National Annual Meeting.

** Interview, 23 October 1993. Fredericton, New Brunswick.
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of the donating chapter was fixed to the outfits “so that the thanks of those to whom these
dresses are loaned may go to the donating chapter."*

The enthusiasm with which the war brides were welcomed was reminiscent of the
1928 trcatment of the English schoolgirls. These women being "secured”, were believed
to be "a fine type of English or Scotch settler whose influence will be felt ali over the
Dominijon."” With military efficiency IODE officers urged. "our machinery must be set up
immediately. so as we may not lose the opportunity of contacting further arrivals."™ The
Canadian government also took active steps to get the war brides to Canada. it was the
first time in history that they had provided "home to home” transportation for the
dependants of its servicemen.*' To help the women to adapt. the IODE in 1944 produced
a welcome booklet titled From Kith ro Kin: "So you will find us different, but thanks to
our fine British institutions we dwell together, bounden subjects, loyal to one crown, but
Canada is proud of her full-drawn strength and rights within the houschold of British

n§2

nations."™ Here is evidence of the multiple identities which the IODE valued, of mother,
Canadian, British subject and membership in the British Empire, as one big home.
Conclusion: Preparing for Peace

At the end of World War II the IODE actively supported the return to the home

¥ NAC MG28 117, 6, 6 September 1944, National Executive Minutes.
% Echoes, February 1944, 174, 2.

! Ben Wicks. 1992. Promise You'll Take Care Of My Daughter: The Remarkable
War Brides of World War II. Don Mills, Ont.: Stoddart, 40.

52 Royal Commonwealth Society Library. Charlotte Whitton. 1944. From Kith to Kin,
4.
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of women who had been in paid employment. The IODE had supported women in the
army during World War II, justifying its arguments by the British example. Despite the
challenges war scemed to offer to patriarchy, the IODE, as representatives of the
mainstream, did not intend to overturn the division of labour in Canada. As early as 1943
the IODE was corresponding with the Government's advisory committee on reconstruction
in developing 2 plan to dcal with "problems that will arise, on the conclusion of
hostilitics, in connection with the rc-employmént, readjustment and rehabilitation of
women now engaged in war occupations.™ The IODE appears initially surprised that the
sub-committec on postwar problems of women foresaw women as being so disruptive,
and state that "it is also regrettable that the members of the sub-committee seem to take
it for granted that all women (married and single) in war occupations will seek
cmployment in the postwar period."® The IODE believed that women should be
encouraged to return to their homes because "the preservation of home life was of the
utmost importance to the nation.""

Thus the IODE continued to align itself with motherhood, a position of vital
importance in its war efforts, and believed that a woman's ‘place’ was in the home. This
conception of home became during World War 11, more assertive, more confident, more

'‘proven’ and more Canadian-centered. From its place as mistresses in the 'home' the IODE

3 NAC MG28 117, 6, 6 October 1943.
* Ibid.

% Ibid. See Ruth Roach Pierson. 1986. "They're Still Women after All": The Second
World War and Canadian Womanhood. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, for arguments
that wartime meant practical and not ideological change in attitudes toward women and
work.
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had negotiated access to different spaces in order to be daughters of the Empire,
representing a strong. loyal Canadian identity. During peace time the IODE participated

in powerful and innovative war memorialization.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
"OTHER THAN STONE AND MORTAR": INNOVATIVE WAR MEMORIALS

This chapter shows how the IODE combined education with memorialization to
construct and perpetuate colonial identity. Through its war memorials, the IODE has used
memory to produce identity, instilling a shared sense of the past, and defining aspirations
for the future.' Running through this chapter is the theme that from the design of the
memorials can be read a clear view of shifts away from constructing Britain as an
imperial centre to centering Canadian space. This involved considerable transformation
in the construction of memorials, but through a powerful combination of practicality and
cmotion, the IODE used memorialization to introduce innovations in Canadian education
and welfare.

Gendering the Memorialization Process

The IODE was involved in memorializing Canada's part in war through gendered
'feminine’ activities concerned with the care and nurture of the national 'family'. To follow
Anne McClintock, "nations are frequently figured through the iconography of familial and
domestic space."* As the Boer War ended, one of the first projects of the IODE was to
establish the South Africa Graves Committee which worked with the Guild of Loyal
Women of South Africa. to locate and mark the graves of fallen Canadians. The IODE

was concerned that the government of Canada was showed inefficient respect for the

! James Fentress and Chris Wickham. 1992. Social Memory. Oxford and Cambridge
MA: Blackwell, 25.

* Anne McClintock. 1995. Imperial Leather. Race, Gender and Sexuality in the
Colonial Conquest. London and New York: Routledge, 357. See also Marina Wamer.
1985. Monuments and Maidens: The Allegory of the Female Form. New York: Atheneum.
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Canadian war dead: these 'sons of the British Empire’ whose heroic sacrifice must not be
forgotten and whose dependents must be cared for with dignity.”

To perpetuate the memory of the war dead. the IODE have contributed a variety
of stone memorials. estimated at 1.300.' Of commanding physical presence. these
monuments were positioned in a variety of landscapes from public squares to quict
cemeteries.” As in other ventures, the IODE collaborated with other interest groups. local,
national, and international. Figure 7.1 shows the IODE assembled in on the eve of World
War Il in May 1939 at the cenotaph outside of City Hall in Toronto. Laying wreaths at
war memorials is performed on Remembrance Day, and as part of national annual
meetings held in the spring.

Memorialization was also achieved through the process of naming. Many 10DE
chapters have been named for war heroes or military contingents, while others have taken

the names of battalions to which they were attached. Special 'memorial chapters', were

% For work on memorials in Canada see Brian S. Osborne. "Canadian Nation
Building: A Monumental approach to Landscapes of Power." Paper Presented at the 9th
International Conference of Historical Geographers Pre-Conference Symposium.
Landscape and Identity. 28-30 June 1995. Garden Hotel, Singapore.

* Robert Shipley 1987. To Mark Qur Place. A History of Canadian War Memorials.
Toronto: NC Press Limited.

5 See Nuala Johnson. 1995. "Cast in Stone: Monuments, Geography, and
Nationalism." Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 13, 51-56, for a
discussion of "the relationships between the memorialisation of the past and the
spatialisation of public memory”. Also see H. E. Gulley. 1993. "Women and the Lost
Cause: Preserving a Confederate Identity in the American Deep South." Journal of
Historical Geography, 19, 2, 125-141, for a discussion of how "the United Daughters of
the Confederacy emerged as an umbrella organization for memorial groups and shaped
public memory in the South by maintaining a positive image of Confederate veterans.”
The memorials that they built “"emphasize male-dominated military activity but also
identify women's roles in a patriarchal southern society.”
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Figure 7.1 NAC PA 187891. At The Toronto Cenotaph. 1939 National Annual

Meeting
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formed, such as the Sitver Cross chapter in Ottawa. in which membership was restricted
to those women to whom the memorial silver cross had been awarded in memory of
husband, son or daughter who had made "the supreme sacrifice” during World War L°
Members of chapters have unfailingly placed wreaths on memorials, cared for the familics
of dead and returned women and men. donated money. food and toys to soldiers' families,
and visited veterans' hospitals.

Such benevolent 'feminine’ care saw the IODE acting as replacement
'breadwinners’ and fathers. and making up for state absences. The ethic of care and
responsibility was particularly innovative in the area of education. The Elizabeth Tudor
chapter, for example, focused its effort on educational work amongst the children of ¢x-
soldiers, so that they were "assisted in placing their feet upon what is hoped will be the
pathway of success."’ The IODE offered bursaries to children whose fathers and mothers
had been killed or totally disabled in World War 1. The IODE bursaries started off valued
at $250 for four years, and 249 were given out in total.® The architect of this work in the
inter-wzr years was Wilhelmina Gordon, a lecturer in English at Queen's University in
Ontario. In 1920, Gordon wrote that "veteran's sons and daughters who were mentally fit

and eager to go to college had almost nowhere to turn for help now that their fathers were

¢ Lorne Pierce Special Collections, Queen's University. F5012 1934 134 Booklet, The
Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire. Chapters of the Order. 1934, Ottawa, Canada,
47.

7 Ibid, 51.

% Queen's University Archives, Wilhelmina Gordon Collection. Box 4/13 IODE
correspondence. NAC RG38, 358. In its 1919 Pension Act the Government of Canada
allowed for the continuation to age 21 for a child taking a course of instruction.
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no longer sble to provide for them.” Her words exemplify the political connections
between the [ODE and federal government, as her thinking was closely in line with that
of her brother-in-Law, W. F. Nickel. a prominent member of parliament who was also
outspoken on opportunitics for children of the war dead. Nickel is recorded as saying that
"if there is one thing more than another that a child is entitled to whose bread-winner is
taken away it is a fair chance in life.""°
The First War Memorial

The IODE's national bursary scheme for children who had lost a father was part
of a grander and more ambitious project, the IODE's first war memorial. Towards the end
of World War I, the 10DE started planning for a memorial "other than stone and mortar
that should be their tribute to those who had sacrificed their lives.""" (emphasis added)
By this time, a government agency, the Imperial War Graves Commission, had taken over
the responsibility of marking graves.” The IODE embarked on new kinds of

commemorative projects which would give a sense of the past an¢ define Canadian

aspirations for the future. The first war memorial involved three educational ventures:

® Queen's University Archives. Dr. W. Gordon 1954. "The First War Memorial. A
Brief Account of its Early History", 1.

" Desmond Morton and Glenn Wright 1987. Winning the Second Bartle. Canadian
Veteran and the Return to Civilian Life 1915-1930. Toronto: University of Toronto Press,
53. :

" IODE. 1990. Record of the Post Graduate Scholarship Holders for the Years 1945-
1990 of the First and Second War Memorials. Instituted by the National Chapter of
Canada IODE. vol 11 1945-1990, foreword.

12 See Michael Heffernan, "For Ever England: the Western Front and the Politics of
Remembrance in Britain". Forthcoming in Ecumene.
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bursaries, to make sure that dependents of war dead not be disadvantaged: the distribution
of patriotic educational material: and post-graduate scholarships. In an open letter to
members from the national press and publicity committee in 1919 the plan wuas
sweepingly set out:
This is a most extensive and varied scheme of Patriotic Educational
Propaganda. designed to cover every phasc of education. and {rom which
Canada nationally should, as the years go on. rcap a rich harvest in sound
patriotic citizenship."
The educational memorial was "undertaken with a view to instilling an intelligent
patriotism into the minds of the young people of Canada and the building up of a sound
Canadian citizenship."" Such patriotism was to be achieved through placing in 1,000
schools a series of war memorial pictures, reproduced from the artistic record of Canada's
part in the war, as excculed under the direction of the Canadian war records office in
London." The pictures would invoke a social and spatial memory "o that the children
of Canada may be constantly reminded of the heroic deeds of the men and women, whosce
sacrifices saved the Empire and its cherished institutions."'® Individual chapters raised

money to purchase the pictures, which were centrally ordered through the national

education secretary.

'* NAC MG28 117, 23. IODE open letter, to the Regent, officers, and members.
Toronto 15 September 1919. Signed Annie Bethany McDougald, Lawz J. Thompson,
Constance J. Laing, all of the National Press and Publicity Committee.

' Lome Pierce Special Collections, Queen's University, LP F5012 1945 134 The
Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire - What it is and What it Does, 10.

'S Queen's University Archives, Wilhelmina Gordon Collection, File 4/13 , misc.
1919-1950s.

16 NAC MG28 117, 23, 8. "War Memorial Fund 1919".
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The pictares from World War 1 would create memories which blocked out other
narratives and universalized the experience and culture of anglo-cehiic Canada.' In
acYition to World War I scencs. the collection of suitable representations included heroes
and heroic deaths, such as the death of Wolfe in the British conquest of Quebec, French
Canadian and aboriginal figures appeared only in support of colonial identity. Nor was
the construction of colonial memory limited to visual represcatations. Books were
purchased as part of the educational memorial, and the IODE intended to provide every
school in Canada attended by children of foreign-born citizens with a full set of the
"Daughters of the Empire Historical Library”, in the conviction that the foreign-bom,
unless they were educated to share colonial social memory, would threaten thess beliefs."™
Along with the pictures and books, the IODE offered illustrated lectures to the children
of Canada on the history and geography of the Empire."
Memorializing Education
Towards the end of World War II the IODE mapped out its second war memorial,
by expanding work on the bursaries. the scholarships and the educational materials. To
IODE members "there seemed no finer or more fitting way to honour the memory of

those who gave their lives in World War II than in making possible a richer, more

"7 See the work of Iris Marion Young 1990. Justice and the Politics of Difference.
Princeton NJ: Princeion University Press, and Edward Said. 1993. Culrure and
Imperialism. London: Verso.

'* Queen's University Archives. Wilhelmina Gordon Coliection, Box 5/13, pamphlet
concerning canadianization.

¥ Details of this part of the War Memorial were introduced in chapter four.
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abundant way of life for their children."™ Due 1o increased government intervention in
areas of previous IODE initiative, such as grave marking and cducation assistance for war
dependents. more tmportance was placed on general nation building and in the creation
of collective memory. There was an even greater general dissatisfaction with stone and
mortar and a call for useful memorials such as parks, hospitals. homes tor the clderly and
wounded.”! In this vein of combining the innovations of the sccond war memorial with
useful and nation-building memorials, was the extension of the 10DE's post-graduate
scholarships.

The war memorial scholarships were supported by a Canada-wide endowment
fund.® As distinct from the bursarics which were largely based upon need, they were
awarded for academic excellence and primary concern was to select the most able and
promising available graduates of Canadian universitics. They were offered "with quict
pride” as "a tribute to those who envisioncd a better world, a peaceful homeland and were
willing to take up the struggle to ensure its future."* The scholarships were distributed

evenly among provinces for post-graduate study in the 'mother country'* Table 7.1

® May Kertland 1975. IODE The Third Twenty Five Years, Toronto: G. Best
Publishing, 62. Over the years 1950-1965 293 bursaries were awarded to a value of about
half a million dollars.

! Arnold Whittick 1946. War Memorials. London: Country Lifec Limited, 1.

# A iarge fundraising campaign was undertaken by chapters in all of the Provinces
of Canada.

2 Record of the Post Graduate Scholarship Holders For The Years 1945-1990.
Foreword by Cecilia Furness, National Officer and War Memorial Secretary.

-

> JODE. 1945. Record of the Post-Graduate Scholarship Holders for the First
Twenty Years of the First War Memorial Instituted by the National Chapter of Canada.



Table 7.1. First War Memonal Scholars

Province Women Men Total
Alberta 9 7 16
British Columbia 5 7 12
Manitoba 0 13 13
New Brunswick 0 9 9
Nova Scotia 3 11 14
Ontario 4 10 14
PEI 2 9 11
Quebec 3 9 12
Saskatchewan 1 13 14
Total 27 (26.5%) 88 (76.5 %) 115

Source: Record of Post-Graduate Scholars for the IODE
First War Memorial

Table 7.2. Place of study for ihe First War Memorial Scholars

University Number % of Total Scholars
Oxford University 39 34
University of London 31 27
London Schoo! of Economics 21 18
Cambridge University 15 13
University of Edinburgh 6 5
University of Liverpool (Marine 1 1
Zaoology)
University of Wales Aberystwyth 1 1
(Agriculture)
British Post-Graduate 1 1

Medical School and National
Neurological and London Hospitals

Total 115

Source: Record of Post-Graduate Scholars for the IODE
First War Memonal

% of Total

14
105
11
8
12
12
10
10.5
12
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shows the distribution by sex and province. The IODE sought individuals who could be
further trained in the ways of uscful citizenship. and it considered that British universitics
could provide an education superior to that available in Canada.

The commitiee of selection for the war memorial scholarships was instructed by
the national chapter to prefer, other things being equal, a "returned man” or an immediate
relative of a man who served in the War™, and this is apparent in the large share awarded
to persons with relatives who were killed or permanently disabled on overseas service:
of the 115 first war memorial scholars, 28 had fathers who served. fourtcen had brothers
who served, and 45 themselves served in either World War 1 or 11** Scholarships
designed for returned soldiers potentially discriminated against women. The 10DE,
hdwever, supported education for women, as well as women in politics and non-traditional
occupations. As Table 7.2 shows, in the first war memorial, 23.5 per cent of the recipients
were women. This is quite an achievement considering lower participation rates for
females pursuing graduate degrees at the time, and it can be asserted that the IODE
effectively contributed to getting women into positions of masculine power and influcnce.

The acceptance of difference in the selection of scholars was more contentious.
Focusing on educational forms of memorial allowed the officially non-denominational

IODE to instigate a project that allowed for religious differences. This in part cxplains

> Queen's University Archives. Wilhelmina Gordon Collection, Box 4/13 21.7.20, 2.
Letter from Gordon to Miss Laing.

* Record of the Post-Graduate Scholarship Holders For the First Twenty Years of
the First War Memorial. Those serving during World War II suspended their scholarships
in ozder to join the war effort.
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why the IODE was a leader in the turn to practical expressions of memorial during the
curly part of the century. The IODE was in fact an overwhelmingly protestant
organisation, and its claim to non-denominational status masked real biases. Trouble had
arisen in 1925 in Prince Edward Island when the religion of a candidate came up for
discussion. One member complained it was not fair that IODE money should go to
cducate nuns and pricsts, whereupon the national education secretary, Wilhelmina Gordon,
warned the Island members to settle their differences swiftly, or risk having their local
control over sclection taken away.”’

In practice, the selection process allowed ample room for screening out candidates
of difference, since it involved subjective judgements about the character and good
citizenship of applicants. Local committees were comprised of IODE members and
university professors. The selection process reflected the anglo-celtic membership of the
committees as well as the anglo-celtic make-up of Canadian university students. The
majority of names that appear in the record of scholars are anglo-celtic, hardly surprising,
but cthnic :dlocation of scholarships has changed over the seventy years of the
programme, and little by little, more Canadians of other ethnic backgsounds, have bzen
awarded scholarships. This has been where there is the perception that they have
assimilated into the mainstream values of Canadian citizenship, meeting the requirements

of the anglo-mainstream educational narrative.

7 Queen's University Archives. Wilhelmina Gordoa Collection, Box 4/13 file M
1924-1926 18 April, 1925. Letter to Gordon from Hazel MacMillan, convener of the
Prince Edward Island War Memorial Committee; 9 May 1925, Cormrespondence from
Gordon to MacMillan.
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Imperial Knowledge and Colonial Identity

Through memorializing war, the IODE has encouraged Canadian education. By
modelling the scholarships on the Rhodes Scholarships, and by sending Canadian
graduates to British universities, the IODE expressed a firm colonial agenda,™ Consistent
with a sense of Cunada that was derived trom Britain. the I0DE first war memorial
encouraged study at the centre of the Empirc so that students would return to the
periphery instilled with imperial ways. The topics studied by scholars reflected the IODE's
colonial agenda.® Scholars were to study topics of history and cconomy of relevance to
the British Empire. The first war memorial scholars were conceatrated in four institutions.
As Table 7.2 shows, 92 per cent went to the University of London, Oxford or Cambridge.
and the London School of Economics, five per cent went to Edinburgh. In 1925, 10DE
scholar James Stuart Marlett responded to Gordon's question about the value of studying
in Britain:

The IODE student in Britain should and ! think does, return to Canada

with a truer understanding of the British pcople, a wider conception of the

World Empue, and a clearer vision of Canada as a nation ratiwr than 2

particular province. Absence from one's country is usually conducive to

patriotism and the Canadian who returns to Canada after a year or so
abroad is often a truer Canadian than when he left.*

* Ibid. IODE. 10 August 1920. Prospect and Retrospect. Toronto: 10DE National
Educational Committee, 5.

* For a contemporary general discussion sec J. A. Mangan ed 1993. The Imperial
Curriculum, Racial Images and Education in the British Colonial Experience. London and
New York: Routledge.

® Queen's University Archives. Wilhelmina Gordon Collection, Box 4/13 26 March
1935. Letter from James Stuart Marlett in response to questions that Gordon has asked
students concerning the benefits of overseas study.
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This was what the IODE wanted to hear. Marlett went on to complete 2 Ph.D. at the
University of London, and then returned to Halifux, Nova Scotia, where he worked in the
Public Archives and gave occasional lectures in schools.™

There was much working-through to be done in the early years of the scholarships.
Until 1926, due to a lack of money, the scholarships were awarded to different Provinces
in alternate years. The inferior status accorded to Canadian degrees in Britain created
problems. Because Canadian students in Britain were often required to complete a
gruelling qualifying year, but IODE 'support was only for one year. Many returned to
Canada not with a graduate degree, but with a diploma or a second Bachelor's degree. As
Alberta's first scholar in 1924 recalls 70 years later:

London University didn't recognize an Alberta BA, so I had to take the last

year of their BA course, which meant British history from year one and I

had to write the finals. all of the finals, except for they excused me the

language ones, Latin and Anglo-Saxon, and all the rest of them, and that

meant hours and hours and hours of lectures in addition to working on a

thesis. And I chose the thesis of evolution of Indian-Native Policy. So I

had lectures at Bedford College, and I was registered at King's College in

the Strand and I was at University College and I did the postgraduate work

at Bedford. I was doing research in the British Museum and taking lectures

in the Mallot Building........ Weil it was just for one [yezr] and you

couldn't re-apply for it. So I didn't fimsh. T stayed on for a while because

I still had family. I was born in Britain.*

The problem was resolved in 1928, by making scholarships more easily renewable and

recognising that the students were victims of the imperial structure of prestige that the

3 IODE. 1990. Record of the Post-Graduate Scholarship Holders. Marlett died in
1946, only a decade later.

* Intenview, 27 April 1994. Edmonton, Alberta. She was an IODE scholar in 1924.
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IODE sought 1o perpetuate.™

The memorial scholarship program continues to the present. Although the
scholarships still exist as a memorial to past wars, the military service of scholars
themselves is of less importance. This obviously makes demographic sense. Out of over
400 second war memorial scholars eighteen men and one woman were on active service
during World War Il three men have served in peacetime, and a considerable number
have been involved with war administration through work in government departments.™
IODE members have repeatedly expressed concern that the scholurships not be structured
to favour male relatives. In the 1950s they challenged initial priority to men,™ for fear
that deserving women students might be overlooked in favour of male relatives who were
also eligible for government rehabilitation programmes.® By 1990 the share of
scholarships awarded to women had risen to one third (118 women out of a total of

406)¥, well above the national postgraduate participation rates.

% Queen's University Archives. Wilhelmina Gordon Collection, Box 4/13 file -

Bursary Holders 1924-1927. 18 May 1926. The Provincial Chapter of British Columbia
passed a resolution that, because scholars in Britain needed two years to attain a degree,
that the nine annual post-graduate scholar<hips be made biennial, and of $2800 in valae.

* IODE. 1990. Record of the Holders of the Post-Graduate Scholarships.

3% NAC MG28 117, 11. 3¢ May 1952. Minutes of a meeting of the War Memorial
Committee to deal with First War Memorial business at Niagara . . "The question was
raised as to whether there was a tendency to award the Post-Graduate Scholarship to the
candidate who had seen military service in World War 11, on the grounds of scntiment
rather than to the candidate who scholastically showed the most promise”.

3 See Desmond Morton and Glenn Wright, 1987.

3 JODE. 1990. Rzcord of the Post-Graduate Scholarship Holders.
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As the British Empire was transformed into the Commonwealth™, the post-
graduate scholarships program adjusted its vision. Whereas the scholarships were initially
for topics on Empire history and economy. in 1972, terms of reference were broadened
to include "any subject vital to the interest of the Commonwealth."” The opportunity
ccased to be a pilgrimage to Britain, the scholarships are tenable in any Commonwealth
country and are intended to be used wherever the educational opportunities are of greatest
utility to Canada. In the second war memorial the same four institutions, the University
of London, Cambridge. Oxford. and the London School of Economic still dominate.
recciving over 60 per cent of scholars, but there has been increasing diversification in
institutions attended by scholars, with over 55 universities in Britain being attended so
far. The increasing number of scholarships used within Canada, signals a more positive
appraisal of the Canadian education system. The University of Toronto has received six
per cent (23) of the second war memorial scholars. Queen's and McGill Universities,
along with The University of Toronto arguably the more ‘established’ of Canadian
universities, have received the next highest numbers.”® A further sign of the rejection of
a narrow colonial knowledge is the diversificatior in the 1960s, in the aumber of
Canadian universities attended; much in the way that had happened in the diversification
of British Universities that scholars attended in Britain during the 1950s.

It was the unabashed hope of the IODE that their scholars should become the

* See W. David Mclntyre. 1977. The Commonwealth of Nations: Origins and Impact,
1869-1971. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

¥ May Kertland 1975, 62.

0 JODE. 1990. Record of the Post-Graduate Scholarship Holders.
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"makers of Canada.™*' It was hoped that they would return home after their studies to
become active Canadian citizens. Where possible. the IODE formed networks to find
suitable scholars employment. These networks also served to warn against the
disappointing scholars who did not live up to expectations. Wilhelmina Gordon was not
slow to send letters where she thought that unfavourable information about scholars
should be known. In 1931 she wrote to the Principal of Manitoba College in Winnipeg,
warning him that a candidate to the college was known to her as being in debt for his
time in Edinburgh, debts that the IODE had covered for him, and that he had a problem
with drink.*

Overall, however, praise has becen heaped upon the IODE scholars, and they have
indeed assumed posts of responsibility and leadership in all parts of Canada. Their carcers
include cabinct ministers, a former speaker of the house, ambassadors to Spain, Morocco
and New Zealand, a Canadian Trade Commissioner in Hong Kong, doctors, psychiatrists,
ciergymen, lawyers, ciizf reporters and war correspondents with the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation, and newspaper editors, geographers, historians, archivists,
chemists, and reprosentatives in many facets of industry.” The largest number, however,
approximately one third, have followed careers in higher education. These scholars have

beautifully fulfilled the ambitions of the IODE. By cducating yet another gencration in

' JODE. 1945. Rec ird of the Post-Graduate Scholarship Holders for the First Twenty
Years of the First War Memorial, Detwiler in foreword, 2.

% Queen's University Archives. Wilhelmina Gordon Collection, Box 4/13
correspondence 1930-31. 6 March, 1931. Letter to Principal MacKay, Manitoba College.

# May Kertland, 1975, 63.
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the ways of citizenship, they represent the ultimate in perpetuating the memory and
concept of Canada which the IODE feels it has had a hand in creating.

Conclusion

The IODE was founded during war, and we have seen how the IODE has
remembered and enshrined the virtues of Canadian identity through its initiatives this
century in the memorialization of war. The [ODE's war memorials ensure a sense of the
past and influence the future people and place of Canada. The IODE has been a step, or
often a war, ahead of the government with grave marking and bursaries for children of
dependents and post-graduate scholarships. It has skilfully known how to be effective,
from its gendered position as women, and to make the most of privileged connections.
The subjects. places of study and recipients of the war memonals all represent the
changing producticn of colonial identity; demonstrating the transition from mimicking an
imperial centre, to standing alone s a nation, centered in Canadian space. The IODE have
known how to utilizc education and chcourage young minds to perpetuate national

ideology that represents Canadian identity.
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‘ CHAPTER EIGHT: DEFENDING COLD WAR CANADA

The Cold War not only encompassed a considerable chunk of the history

of twentieth-century Canada but also had a significant influence on what

Canada by the last decade of this century has become.!

The Cold War forced a re-consideration of Canadian identity. While the IODE
promoted democratic principles of tory progressive conservatism, its methods and attitudes
towards Communists were influenced by the individualism and politics of the United
States and the ideal of 'private’. gendered spaces of home and motherhood. Communist
threats to democracy. real or imagined. forced the IODE to consider what was ‘Canadian’
and to re-define Canada through the difference that it sought to destroy. This process
involved moving away from colonial attachments to Britain, towards identities located in
Canadian space. The IODE's work with immigrants and citizenship demonstrated this
shift, articulating a clear and confident vision of Canadian citizenship. With the increased
emphasis on the individual, the home and gender play an important part tn negotiating
access to represent Canadian identity. Masculinist conceptions of democracy, however,
have not considered how such spaces have been vital components in producing Canadian
hegemonic identity.

The New Enemy: Communism as a Threat to Democracy
Over the entire past decade there has brooded the shadow of imminent

catastrophe should a World War develop and our increasing natiopal
awareness has been tempered by the tensions of a Wo:ld divided into

. ! Reg Whitaker and Gary Marcuse. 1994. Cold War Canada: The Making of a
National Insecurity State, 1945-1957. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. x. intro..
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mutually suspicious armed camps.”

The IODE's actions against Communism necessitate a discussion of democracy in
which conceptions of 'masculine’ citizenship are problematised. The assumption of a
universal male citizen has dominated much of the thought on Cold War democracy. To
challenge this masculine perspective the literatures of feminism and citizenship, and
radical democratic politics, previously discussed, are drawn upon. To re-cap, the presence
of the IODE in socicty has been separated, at times by the IODE itself, into a female
recalm aside from, and of less importance than, masculine ideas and projects. A strong
concept of a universal male citizen has served to exclude women from ‘public’
recognition, and to focus their conce'rn upon a separated ‘sphere’ of home. Lately, the
essential categorizing of the 'sphercs' framework is being questioned, and the place of
wormen as citizens re-thought. Following Chantal Mouffe:

If the category "woman" does not correspond to any unified and unifying

essence, the question can no longer be to try to unearth it. The central

issues instead become: how is "woman" constructed as a category within

different discourses? How is sexual difference made a pertinent distinction

in social relations and how are relations of subordination constructed

through such a distinction?*
Positioning the IODE as a group of women who represent hegemonic identity reveals it
as operating 'between' and across constructed 'public’ and 'private’ spheres.

Throughout the Cold War the IODE advocated strategic voting as a tactic against

Communism. The reasons for abandoning a non-partisan stance and instead urging

* Echoes. Summer 1958, 231. 3. Editorial.

* Chantal Mouffe. 1993. The Return of the Political. London and New York: Verso,
78.
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members 10 usc their votes "wisely' at once engaged with a ‘public’ level of politics and
a 'private’ gendered domestic realm. Indeed. it was perceived that:

The most powerful weapon that Canadian women have today against

Communism 1s zhe vore. Some of us do not realize that we how have more

than fifty per cent of the voting power in the Dominion. Think of it! But

the mere casting of a vote is not eaough. We should have definite

information about the candidate for our support - his or her former

affiliations and real aims and objects. Failure to make certain about such

matters has already made possible the entry of pro-Communists into our

parliaments.*
It was as women., yet motivated by concern for the nation, that the IODE abandoned their
non-partisan status. In 1948 a motion was passed at the annual meeting that as
"immediate concerted action is imperative”, every member of the IODE must be "urged
to take an active and intelligent interest in the sclection of condidates for Municipal.
Provincial and Federal elections and use her vote to influence toward the defeat of
Communism."”* The following year., members pledged to fight the "menace of
Communism in Canada"; "Who", the IODE national president McCurdy is quoted as
saying, "can measure the power and influence of 32,000 women in Canada, speaking out
and acting in unison when they felt that the principles for which they stand are
threatened?"® The request was reiterated nine years later in 1957 by the editor of Echoes:

As every member of the Order is aware. the IODE is non-political and

non-sectarian. In these words of comment there is no intention to extol or

to condemn any shade of political opinion-other than Communism which

we heartily condemn-or any party represented in Parliament.... Let us also
make sure that each of us may be equally proud of the part we as

* Echoes, Christmas 1948, 193, 13. Mary A. Pease. "Our Threatened Values™”.
5 British Columbia Weekly. New Westminster. 14 July 1948,

$ The Daily Colonist. Victoria, British Columbia. 29 May 1949,
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individuals play in the fields of Municipal. Provincial and National
government in electing those who will form and carry out the policies that
will shape the future destinies of our country and in the training of our
children in the responsibilitics of citizenship.’

There was no place for Communism in the citizenship sought by the IODE. As women,

the IODE expressed concern for children, a concern which had everything to do with

politics. and which was not confined by 'public’ and ‘private’ borders, but which justified
the IODE's place as mothers in politics.

The IODE was urging members to voic for progressive conservatism. Primarily,
the IODE saw Communism as a threat to its conception of democracy, an important
defining component of its Canadian identity. Democracy was viewed by the IODE as
embedded in government, constitutional monarchy, and the right to vote. "Pure
democracy” was "a society consisting of a number of citizens who assemble and
administer the government in person.” It rested upon the four freedoms - freedoms of
worship and speech, and freedom from want and fear. The IODE modelled its concept
of democracy on 'British democracy’, and patriotically stated that it was "owed to the
Motherland to keep Canada free."® The words of the Provincial President of Ontario in
her 1949 annual speech capture the presence of a strong colonial attachment to Britain:

Therefore, may I say that the undeviating purpose of our Order is to foster

and maintain our Dominion and maintain for our Dominion and our
Empire our way of life, our freedom of choice and as a matter of fact, all

7 Echoes, Autumn 1957, 228, 3. Editorial.
8 Echoes, Summer 1958, 191, 23.

% Echoes. Spring 1954, 214, 24. Mrs Cecil L. Brown, National Convener of Empire
and World Affairs Committee. "This Perilous Interval of Peace.”



that we connote or imply in our meaning of the word Democracy.'

Britain's battered post-World War II economic position and the movement towards
independence of Commonwealth countries was put aside as the JODE glorified British
tradition und Empire building with statements such as:

The hali-mark of British justice and British law 1s indelibly stamped on the

parliaments of all free nations everywhere. England has stood alene,

defending the gates of freedom with head bloody but unbowed. longer than

any other nation, either recorded in history or now extant.!

This was humble hyperbole considering the aid recently given in World War II, but a
logic necessary for the continuation of colonial attachments that set England alone as the
example to be emulated.

These democratic sentiments were grounded in a tory politics moulded around the
time of Canadian confederation, The ideology for this form of democracy was derived
from a combination of Bossuet, Burke, Bentham and counter-reformation catholicism,
eightcenth-century  English tory-conservatism, and nineteenth-century English
utilitarianism."* John Conway notes that "British conservatism and its expression in

Canada in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries are based upon an organic rather than

an individualistic concept of society."”* This conservative democracy stressed that the

' Ontario Provincial Headquarters. 1949 Minutes Ontario Provincial Chapter IODE,
10. Provincial President Mary Brown.

" Echoes, Spring 1954, 214, 24. "This Perilous Interval of Peace.”

* W. L. Morton. 1972. The Canadian Identity. 2nd ed. Madison Wis: University of
Wisconsin Press, 86.

** John Conway. 1988. "An Adapted Organic Tradition” Daedalus. Journal of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Fall, 117, 4.
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goals of society could not be achieved in one generation. "Change, to be fruitful, must
be brought about slowly, so that the desires of one generation will not obliterate its
obligations to secure the good for its successors.”: In contrast, American liberalism was
based upon the belief in unending progress. with Americans placing value on
individualism and individuality above community." Whereas American assent had to be
constantly renewed, Canadian assent was personificd by the monarch and modified as
need arose by the crown in parliament: hence the IODE's continual emphasis on Canadian
constitutional monarchy and its institutions.

The IODE consistently expressed such organic scntiments, emphasising the
importance of training future generations in its colonial construction of Cunadian identity.
In the Cold War it was the Communist threat, and not the United States, against which
these beliefs were directed. For example, Communists were portrayed as being much
more prepared and appealing than IODE members because of the IODE's form of
democracy:

One great difficulty for the mother or the teacher in combatting

Communist influence is the fact that the Communist missionaries make the

one irresistible appeal to the black and white tones of Communism seem

to offer a simple, direct answer to "what's wrong with the world. In this

situation, even the mother finds herself regarded as a reactionary, and her

thinking dismissed because she "belongs to another gencration.” And there

is another complicating factor: that political science and economics classes

did not concern themselves as extensively with Communism in mother’s

and father's day as they do now... Democracy is the fruit of many

generations of living and experience. Yet Democracy must be presented to
the young in a vital, exciting form if they are not to veer off into the

¥ Ibid, 11-12.
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modern political pitfalls.”

Communists were perceived as present in women's domain, and eradicating Communism
was therefore the concern of women. In 1951 in Eclioes a powerful “warning” appeared.
arguing that "to break up our free society from within is the main objective of the encmy.
Compassion and human feeling arc ruthlessly exploited and THE YOUNG ARE
UNREMITTINGLY PURSUED.""’(original emphasis) The waming is directed at the
National Federation of Labour Youth (NFLY) which was enlisting youth for apparently
"praiseworthy” purposes. "the better to receive Communist poison later.”'” It was an
appeal to motherhood that the IODE used to fight Communism.
Negotiating a Space through Gender Identity

Crediting democracy to "public’ figures only partially explains how and why the
IODE was involved in producing Canadian citizenship. The IODE engaged with a
perceived "masculine domain” of democracy and politics not in spite of being women, but
because of it. The connection between the space of the home and democracy was clearly
put in 1942:

Democracy like so many saving graces, has its beginning in the home.

Conscquently women have a special responsibility. In the home members

of the family must learn to live cooperatively; they must learn discipline,

tolerance, unselfishness, self-restraint and, above all, consideration for the

rights of others. These are the first principies of democracy. Building for
democracy is a task for the women of Canada. If we have vision, we shail

' Echoes. Spring 1948, 190, 5-6. "Communism and the Canadian Woman."
'* Echoes. Summer 1951. 203, 15.

7 Ibid.



succeed. ™
Women are called upon for iheir essential qualities as women, to defend and promote
democracy. They should do se from their position in the home, detending their families.
Defence of families was a frequent appeal made to IODE members during the Cold War.
In order to uphold democracy women should exercise their capacity as caregivers and
moral watchdogs over children and youth. As the editor of Echoes alerts the readership
in 1951:

Have you ever wondered how you would bechave if any cnemy started

dropping bombs on Canada and kept dropping them, forcing you and your

family and your neighbours to live close to death, perhaps for a matter of

years? That is something that did not happen to us in World War [ and

World War II. But it happened to other people and it is almost certainly

that we will have to face if World War IIl develops. There may be no war

- we pray there will not be - perhaps no bombs will fall. Yet today in a

arim world, tense with dread. we have the need for clear eyed courage.

steady thinking, unshaken faith. We need civilian morale now, war or no

war, and we need women able to create and maintain it. We who love

Canada can so serve her now."

Through women's capabilities as caregivers and nurturers, the task of democracy
is theirs. Figure 8.1, an Echoes cartoon "Removing The Red Stain - A Noble Work of
Mercy". drawn by a Canadian cartoonist during the 1947 IODE Annual Meeting, clearly
displays a mother figure sweeping away Communism from her comfortable sphere of
apron and broom. In the accompanying article “The 1.O.D.E. Fights Communism”, the

national president of IODE asks C. Bruce Hill, of St Catherine’s Ontario, president of the

Canadian Chamber of Commerce, what women can do from the family to fight war? In

8 Echoes, Autumn 1942, 168, 44, Mrs J. D. Detwiler.

'* Echoes., Spring 1951, 202, 3. Editorial.
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reply Hill says that women as ‘mothers’ should exercise extreme care as to what their
children are taught both inside and outside of the home. To fight Communism, 1 woman
can "keep herself informed on national and world matters and she can be caretul of the
organisations she. herself, joins™: and on top of this advice it would be usetul to 1each
children. "pride in and loyalty to the traditions ef democracy of the British Empire and
their application to Canadian life today,"

The IODE considered youth to be the most vulnerable and likely targets of
Communists. It was the place of the IODE as 'mothers’ to intervene and rescue children
from Communist influences. Democracy at once had everything to do with the home, as
well as the nation. A reprint in Echioes of an editorial in The Vancouver Province is
indicative of the threat to Canadian youth. In this editorial a mother tells how she lost her
son:

From a tractable boy he has become a defiant, unmanageable youngster.

All the good old Canadian traditions have gone by the board. Canada,

according to him, is a nation of war-mongering capitalists. I am, he says,

an ignorant illiterate. when [ attempt to argue with him. These children are

not old enough to remember when Canada was a sweet and plcasant lund.

They see their parents harassed by prices and taxation which make even

necessities hard to obtain. Communists are appealing to the youth of our

country as Hitler appealed to the youth of Germany. Through fun ...partics

at which their insidious propaganda can be disscminated. If reputable

political parties are doing nothing to catch and hold the loyalty of young

Canadians, Communism is. In another four or five years these youngsters
will be old enough to vote. God help Canada then!®

® Echoes, Autumn 1948, 192, 8.

2! Echoes, Christmas 1948, 193, 12-13. "Kidnapped by Communism.” A Letter to the
Editor of the Vancouver Daily Province.
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Women's intervention, it was believed, could be the most successful through the education
of youth. An article in Echees in 1948 stated that:

Onc aspect of the Communist threat particularly concerns Canadian

women. This is the propaganda appeal of Communism to youth - because

the training of youth, in the home and in the schools, is particularly the

responsibility of women. And a heavy responsibility it is.™
Fear in the schools was intensificd by the belief that North Americans led a complacent
lifestyle that left opportunity for the Communist peril to strike. The construction of just
who Communists were had plenty to do with Canada’s southern neighbour.
Who the Communists Were

The IODE's concepts of democracy were challenged and altered by the Cold War,
with important consequences for Canadian identity. Arguably, the events of the Cold War
led Canada to "choose” to be positioned next to the United States, turning away from
Britain, and looking to occupy a respected place on the world stage.® This was a shift
away from a stronger colonial attachment to Britain, leading to tension between British
democratic values and the values of American individualism that were situated across the
border. Such tensions were played out in the [ODE's definition of the Communist threat
and its methods of 'combatting’ Communism.

Three major types of Communists, all seen as challenging Canada, -were

constructed by the IODE: Communists in the Soviet Union; Communists in Canada; and

* Echoes, Spring 1948, 190, 5. "Communism and the Canadian Woman.”

* See Denis Smith. 1988. Diplomacy of Fear: Canada and the Cold War, 1941-1948.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press. Instead of being dictated to by the United States,
Smith emphasises Cianada's 'choice’ of action during the Cold War.
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immigrants from countries under Soviet influence. Where the Soviet Union was
concerned. the IODE believed it to be at the opposiie pole from ‘British democracy”. "The
Russian State is omnipotent,” the IODE argued. and individual human beings are
unimportant. A Communistic government is inevitably a tyrannical one.”™ Communism
was seen as a force undermining Christianity, the churches and morality. Echoes in 1948
published a drawing with the inscription "An indication of Communist Publicity.
Communist workmen throw an effigy of Jesus Christ and of the Sacrament into a garbage
pit."* As Figure 8.2 shows, this cartoon simultancously rejected Soviet industrialization
and atheism. The presence of a toppled liberty bell indiates that this cartoon was a direct
import from the United States. [ronically. it is American republicanism that is at threat
here, and not the Canadian body politic.

The Soviet Union was deemed evil, but who werc the Canadian Communists
threatening from within? Merrily Weisbord has suggested that "the mythology of
Communism had always been inextricably buind up with the Soviet Union, the prime
example of a Communist State."*® As was the belief of the Canadian and United States
governments and many other organizations during the Cold War, the IODE equated all
progressive organizations with the Soviet Union, thus discrediting and silencing them as

traitors. Purported links to the Soviet enemy were sufficient grounds to denounce

* Echoes, Spring 1948, 190, 5-6. Released by the special IODE Committee to Study
Ways and Means of Combatting Communism. "Communism and the Canadian Woman."

= Ibid.

* Merrily Weisbord. 1994. The Strangest Dream: Cunadian Communists, The Spy
Trials, and The Cold War. 2nd ed. Montreal: Vehicule Press, 215.
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177
Canadian Communist Party members. trade unionists, and 'peaceniks’. As Whitaker and
Marcuse have recently suggested. the Cold War in Canada had an enormous impact upon
indigenous. progressive politics. that were "rendered so difficult by the false choices
apparently imposed by the rigiditics of the Cold War."™"

So powerful an aura did the IODE build up around its imagined enemy. and so
great was the fear generated amongst members, that the [ODE was not often called upon
te define clearly the characteristics of Communists. Rather, in sweeping statements, it was
common in one sentence to condemn uncritically Communists alongside Fascists. For
example:

At one time it was fashionable to dismiss the Communist party throughout

the world as a group of blundering malcontents, just as it was once

fashionable to tag the National Socialist Party in Germany with the same

label. But the Nauzis demonstrated that they knew a great deal about

introducing propaganda into the education of youth - the Communists arc

equally expert in this field.™
The reference to Nazi Germany solidified the image of Communists as being to the Cold

War what Germany was to World War I1.

The peace and trade union movements fell particular victims to the gencralized

7 Reg Whitaker and Gary Marcuse. 1994. Cold War Canada: The Making of a
National Insecurity State, 1945-1957. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, xi. "Forces
"bolstered” tended to be the forces of wealth and power; those that it undermined tended
to be the elements of potential opposition to wealth and power.”

® Echoes, Spring 1948, 190, 5-6. "Communism and the Canadian Woman.” This
conflation of political perspectives other than the IODE's was a static strategy throughout
the Cold War. In 1959 it is written in Echoes that; "We who believe in Democracy are
honestly shocked at the regimentation of minds and affront to human dignity imposcd
upon citizens of dictator governed states, whether Communist, fascist or modern feudal
in form. We are convinced that we have compete freedom of judgment and expression
and reasonably limited freedom of action.” Echoes, Autumn 1959, 236, 3. Editorial.
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attack. In Cunada, the Cold War began with the rivetting Gouzenko trial, where scientists
and Communist politicians were subjected to humiliating detainment and trial after the
defection of a Russian cipher clerk called Igor Gouzenko. Gouzenko revealed a supposed
Soviet espionage system that was using Canadian civil servants to supply secret and
confidential information concerning atornic secrets to Soviet intelligence. Twelve
Canadians and one British civil servant were detained by the RCMP and a special Royal
Commission was sct u;;.:" The reverberations for left-wing movements wers debilitating.

Further to attacking Canadian Communists. the Gouzenko Affair contributed to
silencing peace activism.™ Labelling scientists as Tommunists, as was done with the
Canadian Association of Scientific Workers, was an effective way of calling a halt to the
international control of atomic power." Likewise, in the United States, scientists working
toward international control of atomic weapons were silenced. The international-control
movement collupsed: the nuclear arms race began.® The Cold War was off o a

frightening start and "fear was malignant: henceforth it paralysed thought, sustained

¥ Whitaker and Marcuse 1994, 27. Robert Bothwell and J. L. Granatstein eds. 1982.
The Gouzenko Transcripts. The Evidence Presented to the Kellock-Taschereau Royal
Commission of 1946. Ottawa: Deneau Publishers and Company Lid.

* Marcuse and Whitaker 1994. 37. "Internationa! control of the atomic bomb and
international access to the research that had produced the bomb was central”. See also
Paul S. Boyer. 1985. By The Bomb's Earlv Light: American Thought and Culture at the
Dawn of the Atomic Age. New York: Pantheon.

3 Merrily Weisbord 1994, 153. Weisbord writes that "it would be decades before
other broad-based lobbies for the international control of atomic power would dare to
speak out.” Merily Weibord.

* Paul Boyer 1985, 106.
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ignorance, and bred intolerance."™

As a discipline. geography was given new importance in the Cold War. New
information was needed about the enemy. and here "geographical knowledge” was useful
in commanding territory. tackling foreign policy problems. and winning the Cold War;
geography was considered by some to be "the means of turning up a generation of young
fellows who will take more easily to navigation and map-reading and who will catch on
faster to the peculiaritics of sonar."™

As the JODE was quick to emphasize Canadian political differences from the
United States, there was the potential for Canadian toryism to resist American anti-
Communist tactics. Whitaker and Marcuse write:

The Tory right represented a potential soft spot that never materialized.

The old enemies of empire failed to take hold again in postwar Canada-or

at least not to excite anti-Americanism on any scale. The conservative

press tended to strike a generally pro-American line, rather anti-Communist

argument went down very well indeced with conservative English

Canadians. By 1948 there was no longer any danger that 'Empire emotions'

would override American tics even among the deepest-bluc sections of

Tory opinion.*

Whitaker and Marcuse argue for a shift in Canadian conservative thought from anti-

¥ Denis Smith 1988, 236. The after-shocks of the Gouzenko Affair reached all left-
wing organizations. as a broad-based highly ideological attack enforced a “ready
acceptance of the logic of guilt by association.” Whitaker and Marcuse, 110, 184,
Although the Canadian Government and public opinion were sympathetic when Canadian
scholar and Diplomat Herbert Norman committed suicide in Cairo in 1957, for thosc
deemed as 'security risks' because of their politics or sexuality, there was much 'witch
hunting’ within the Canadian Civil Service.

* William H. Hessler. 1959. "More and Better Geography Needed."” 40-47. December
1959, 46. Naval Institute Proceedings.

* Whitaker and Marcuse 1994, 263-264.
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Americanism to anti-Communism.™ As representatives of "the deepest blue sections of
lory opinion”, those with "Empire emotions”, with hindsight, to a certain extent the [ODE
support Whitaker and Marcuse's argument. especially in the tactics used against
Communism. Yet, in democratic idcology there remains the strong presence of 'British
heritage’, the influences of which led to a distinct Canadian Cold War identity.

During the Cold War the IODE showed a strong sense of mission in crushing
difference, notably in denouncing the peace movement. A vivid example was the IODE's
reaction to the visit of the Very Reverend Hewlett Johnson, the dean of Canterbury. The
'red dean’ was worrisome because as "a tireless apologist for the USSR" his cross-country
speaking tour of Canada in 1948 "attracted large 'respectable’ audiences and inspired the
formation of groups that became local branches of the Peace Congress."Y Sponsored by
the Toronto Pcace Council, the dean's cross-Canada itinerary included Vancouver,
supposedly under the auspices of the Vancouver branch of the Council of Canadian-Soviet
friendship.®

The IODE uscd its influence to try to deny the dean entry to Canada. An
emergency meeting of national officers in Toronto re;sulted in a2 message o acting prime
minister Louis St Laurent describing the dean as "a supporter of the doctrines of

Communism emanating from Russia."”® An editorial in the St Catharines's Standard

% Ibid.
¥ Ibid. 366.
® Vancouver News Herald. 27 Qctober 1948. "IODE Would Halt Visit of Red Dean"”.

¥ The Varsity. 27 October 1948. "IODE Asks Ottawa to Bar 'Red Dean.



supported the IODE's call:

The IODE doesn’t want him admitted to Canada at all, and that patriotic

body of women is quite right. Communism cannot be combatted if we

entertain and encourage it right at home.*
Other newspaper reports called upon supporters of the dean. "It is profoundly disturbing”
reported The Vancouver News Herald, in a statement made by Reverend J. Gregory Lee
of St Peter's Anglican Church in Ottawa, "to find a body like the IODE in company with
the Mosley fascist group of Great Britain, who recently sought to prevent the dean
speaking before an East London audience.""

The IODE reaction to the dean's visit was fuelled by a fear that Communists
would infiltrate the church. Although the IODE prayed for peace. it branded the peace

movement as Communist, and in contradiction to Canadian democracy. Later in 1955, the

national cxecutive minutes denounced a “new Communist snare”, warning Canadians not

W St Cutharines Standard. 28 October 1948. Editorial."Veto is Justified".

* Vancouver News Herald. 29 October 1948. "Cleric Hits IODE Move to Ban 'Red
Dean' Tour. The British Columbian drew further attention to the hypocracies of the
IODE's reasons for seeking to ban the Dean; "Moreover, the implication - that the
ordinary Canadian is not to be trusted to make his own selection of ideologies - is an
indirect denial of the validity of the democratic theory."The British Columbian. New
Westminster 30 October 1948. Student newspapers were ¢ven more blunt. The University
of British Columbia student newspaper, The Daily Ubyssey, Vancouver. 3 November
1948, reported that the IODE, through its campaign, was inadvertently serving as a good
publicist for the Dean. Meanwhile, at The University of Toronto and McGill University
student newspapers accused the IODE of infringing upon the very tenants of democracy
that it claimed to promote; the freedoms of speech and association. In their editorial "Is
Free Speech a Menace?" the papers both stated that, "the IODE, which prides itself on
its British Connection, might be surprised to learn that a soapbox in London’s Hyde Park
offers more freedom of expression than is found in IODE circles." The Varsiry. 9
November 1948. Editorial. "Is Free Speech a Menace?" The McGill Daily, Montreal,
reprinted the same editorial.
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to sign petitions of the Canadian Peace Congress.” Siding against the Soviets, it is boldly
stated in Echoes:

HERE IS THE TRUTH: - Ever since 1945 the free West has been
endeavouring to outlaw the atom bomb for purposes of war and to reduce
progressively all other armaments in the only practicable and indeed
possible way, that is by international agreement under the United Nations
with impartial international inspection in all countries concerned. The
Sovict Union's refusal to accept inspection has been the insuperable barrier
to progress in all negotiations so far. A recent suggestion of a Soviet
change of attitude on inspection has not yet been converted into a concrete
proposal. Mcanwhile Soviet propaganda continues to misrepresent the
situation, pretencing that they alone are prepared to ban atomic weapons.
The fact is that Soviet policy has been the only obstacle in the way of
world disarmament.™
Following this reasoning, Canada had no choice but to support nuclear armament. and
supporting peacce rallies and international co-operation was futile, treasonous and
encouraging to Communism. In 1958 when the United Church tabled a resolution to
support a ‘ban the bomb’ parade down Toronto Streets, the IODE responded that "reds”
are "taking in" churches.™
Enemy Immigrants
Along with Soviets and left-wing Canadians, immigrants as a group were

considered Communists or potential Communists. Immigrants from ‘red’ countrics who

would arrive in Canada and spread their anti-democratic ways were cautioned against. In

* NAC MG28 117, 7, 11, 115. February 1955 The IODE's information comes from
the Alert Service, which claims to have got the information from The Canadian Tribune,
a Communist paper which it was monitoring. It announced that the petition was headed
"Appeal Against the Preparation for Atomic War."

¥ Echoes. Spring 1955, 218, 7.

* Sudbury Daily Star. 3 June 1958.
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1946 the Province of British Columbia IODE tabled a motion that led to the resolution
at national executive that:

Be it resolved that the Canadian Government, when considering the future

immigration policy for Canada. be urged to give preference to settlers of

British origin and people of Allied countries. restricting admission of

people of enemy countries until such time as Nazi and other anti-

democratic doctrines shall have been eradicated. and assurance can be

given that such immigrants will subscribe to our democratic ideals.™
The IODE's traditional preference for British immigrants recalled carlier racist positions
when it argued that it was owed "to pioneers of the country that futurc generations will
be predominantly white and predominantly BRITISH."* (original emphasis) These
sentiments represented Canadian government policy. In 1947 Mackenzic King made a
famous, much quoted statement that the government would attempt to foster the growth
of the population of Canada through the encouragement of immigration and that "the
people of Canada do not wish, as a result of mass immigration, to make a fundamental
alteration in the character of our population.™’
Under the 1947 Immigration Act there was practically free entry for people from

Britain, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Ireland, and the United States. Citizens of

other "non-entry” countries were eligible only if they had special skills in demand. as in

® NAC MG28 117, 7. 29 May 1946.
* NAC MG28 117, 183. 9 October 1946.

‘7 Anthony Richmond. 1967. Post-war Immigrants in Canada. Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 3. Freda Hawkins thinks that Mackenzie King's statement was
unstartling and low key, and designed to "preserve heritage”. Freda Hawkins. 1989.
Critical Years in Immigration: Canada and Australia Compared. Kingston and Montreal:
McGill-Queen's University Press. 36.
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agriculture, mining, and lumbering. or if they had adequate means for their own support.™
The occupations in demand would permit taking on persons displaced by World War I1.
and hence serve the purpose of moving Canada to a more prominent position in
international affairs.™ According to Robert Harney. displaced persons provided ideal.
aimost chattel labour. and their recruitment satisfied Canada’s reputation "for high moral
purposc among the community of nations and the image of generosity of spirit in
providing access to a land of second chance."™ In this vein, Canada admitted an
increasing number of refugees - between 1946 and 1966 more than 300.000.%' There were
special amrangements for those displaced persons possessing skills in demand. with
agriculturc and resource labour being high priorities. For example, Polish and Italian ex-

servicemen received special treatment.™

* NAC MG28 17, 7. 8. 10 September 1947. National Executive Minutes. There are
offices in the United Kingdom, and throughout Europe, South Africa and South America.
In Germany there is co-operation with international refugee organisations for persons from
Displaced Persons Camps. There are no provision for ‘Oriental' immigration, except for
wives and children of Canadian citizens of Chinese origin.

® The Vancouver News-Herald. British Columbia. 29 May 1946. "IODE Terms
Immigration 'Moral Obligation' Of Canada." The article states that "A new policy of
immigration, based on moral obligation to suffering countries and increased prosperity to
Canada, has been suggested to the Dominion Government, Miss D.V. Taylor. of Ottawa,
told the 46th annual meeting, National Chapter IODE today."

% Robert F. Harney. 1991. "So Great A Heritage As Ours" in If One Were To Write
a History: Selected Writings. Toronto: Multicultural History Society of Ontario, 333.

' Anthony H. Richmond 1967, 15.

32 Ibid, 7. In 1946 Order-In-Council 3112 provided for the admission from the United
Kingdom and Italy of ex-servicemen from the Polish armed services. These were single
men who agreed to remain in agricultural employment for a minimum period of two
years. In all. 4527 came under the scheme.
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Given the numbers of refugees arriving in Canada following World War 11, the
call for British stock was all the more urgent. The IODE carcfully monitored displaced
persons. and according to its persistent hierarchies of ‘race’, stereotyped the types of
occupation to which refugees were most suited. In 1946 the unmarried, Polish war
veterans, stereotyped as strong and rural, were noied as having been tested for physical
fitness and farm experience. Finnish men. associated with the scas and forests of
Scandinavia, were thought to be suited to work in lumber and fishing. with women, cast
as clean and orderly, fit for domestic service.™
The IODE was particularly concerned about the arrangements for young displaced
women. In 1947, it reported that 2.000 displaced girls, out of a projected 10,000, were
due to arrive in Canada. On 19 October 775 persons were due, including 100 girls for
domestic service, the rest going into lumber camps in Ontario. After strict medical
examinations, the girls would be sent for do.nestic work at prevailing wages for at lcast
one year.™ The IODE suggested that members canadianize these new arrivals and make
arrangements "for social teaching of our language and facts of our country."%
The IODE was quick to dissociate groups of immigrants arriving in Canada from

eastern Europe from Communism and quickly aided them in canadianizing. Hungarians,

for example, were shown as escaping the dreaded clutches of Communism. A newspaper

¥ NAC MG28 117, 7, 6 November 1946.

% NAC MG?28 117, 7, 8 October 1947. National Executive Minutes. The young
women are to be sent to Charlottetown, Saint John, Moncton, Montreal, Ste Agathe,
Kitchener, Belleville, Ottawa, Oakville, Toronto, Winnipeg, Calgary, Sainte Boniface.

55 Thid.
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report in 1956 states:

Hungarians hate the colour red. Symbol of Russian oppression. This is one

foible discovered by social groups working with the largest contingent of

refugees yet amrived from the Communist-suppressed country. Red means

Russian, and the refugees don’t want to be confused with their oppressors.™
In Alberta, the Saint Margaret of Scotland chapter IODE. founded in 1953, demonstrates
the ctforts made by the IODE to canadianize newcomers from Communist countries. With
an all-Hungarian membership the chapler made a tenuous yet bold connection between
Saint Margarct and Hungary. There were contested claims as to who Margaret had been,
but linking Hungary and Scotland. emphasised the similarities between the two ‘heritages’
and legitimated the place of the Hungarian New Canadians.” Chapter activities were to
canadianize immigrants, acting as interpreters for immigration authorities, working at the
emergency clothing bunk. and assisting with English classes. Through the Red Cross, they
supplicd medicine to Hungary, and during the Hungarian up-rising met each group of
refugees arriving in Calgary."**
It was common for the IODE to portray immigrants from eastern Europe as fleeing

from the perils of Communism to the democracy and freedom of Canada, a place where

%8 The Daily Sentinel Review. Woodstock, Ontaric. 12 December !956.

7 Glenbow Archives. M 7127 file 59 IODE. According to one story Margaret was
born in Scotland in 1045, the daughter of Gisela, wife of Saint Stephen of Hungary; she
became known as the Patron Saint of Hungary and Scotland. A miscellaneous cutting
from the scrapbook of Mrs. C. S. Buchan (Frances) Calgary, Alberta, October 1955 says
that "the story behind the name chosen for the second new L.O.D.E. chapter is that of
Margaret, a young Hungarian born girl who was given assistance by Malcolm the Third
of Scotland.” Private collection of Audrey Webster, Calgary, Alberta.

*® Glenbow Archives. Calgary Provincial IODE Chapter Minutes. 17 May 1967. A
picture of the Queen was framed and hung in the Calvin Hungarian Presbyterian Church.
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complacent citizens took democracy "for granted.” This problem of complacency was
articulated in a 1948 statement sponsored by the Special IODE committee to study ways
and means of combatting Communism:

The trouble is. most of us take Democracy for granted. The young men

and women coming into Canada these days from the Displaced Persons

camps of Europe don't take Democracy for granted. Some of the young

women who have become domestics in Canadian homes were daughters

of well-to-do families, university-educated. products of cultured homes.

They were hunted out of those homes, they lost their familics because of

totalitarianism. That they were rescued at ail is because of Democracy -

Democracy which won the war and now is sending aid to the suffering.™
As the IODE had sent aid to Europe during World Wars [ and I to fight the Axis powers,
it sent aid to fight Communism.”
Canadianization

Out of the perceived threats posed by the Cold War, the IODE was forced 10
articulate a Canadian identity, grounded in Canadian space. The IODE began to give more
attention to Cunadian values than to 'racial’ origins. With the diminished importance of
the 'racial hierarchy’, the potential for the canadianization of all immigrants increased, and
when combined with an articulate sense of Canadian identity, and the sense of Communist
threat, there was much work to be done. In 1951, for example, the IODE was instrumental

in setting up Canadian Scene, a bi-monthly, non-profit information service which

distributed press releases in the languages of the major immigrant groups. IODE members

® Echoes, Spring 1948, 190, 5-6. "Communism and the Canadian Woman."

% The Vancouver Herald. 30 May 1956. "IODE's Aid to needy Helps Fight
Communism", and The Gazetre. Montreal 29 May 1956. "IODE Material Aid to Needy
Overseas Will Fight Communism, President States.”
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Mrs Osler and Mrs Jennings were acting on fears that foreign-language newspapers were
teaching Communist doctrine®' to "the tens of thousands of Europeans who enter Canada
cuch year."* The immigrants. it argued, were regarded by Communists as "fertile ground
for their idcological distortions,” and Canadian Scene was created to provide an
alternative - "a clear and interesting picture of what is going on in this country,
emphasizing the institutions of democracy and inculcating a feeling of national pride in
their new homeland." In an attempt to control the ethnic press, "as a perfect means for
creating good Canadian citizens", Canadian Scene allowed the IODE to exert a degree
of contro! over the content of immigrant papers, and to re-formulate Canadian identity.*
The articulation of a Canadian-centered identity also emerged in the IODE's
welcome work. The initial port contact provided the opportunity to combine welfare work
with canadianization. The [ODE used the demand for its gendered work to hand out
literature. In the late 1950s, for example. 992 New Canadians entering Canada through
the Port of Saint John, New Brunswick, were met by IODE members who offered tlags.

treats, toys. books, socks and mittens to the children.*® From the end of World War I

' NAC MG28 [17. 4 February 1948. National Executive Minutes.

% Saskatchewan Archives Board. RS98 iv |5. Canadian Scene Annual Report 1958.
* Ibid.

® Canadian Scene. Pamphlet. 1994. From Canadian Scene.

“ PANB, 6 April 1959, 4. The Saint John Municipal Chapter. Work at the ports and
stations of Canada continued as a staple activity of local IODE chapters until aviation
took over. It is not until 1959 that there is mention made at the IODE's National Annual
Meeting that the IODE should try to "cover the airports”. NAC MG28 117, 13, 1, 5.
Quebec remained the busiest port in the mid-1950s. In 1956, "Members of the IODE last
year put in 2 busy time helping immigrants landing at Canadian ports. In addition to
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through to the end of the 1960s adults were given booklets such as Ten Steps to Cunadian
Citizenship and This Canada of Qurs.™

In 1955. Mrs. G. L. Hamilton of Windsor Ontario. national immigration and
canadianization convener, claimed that members last year spent 2,030 hours working at
the docks. "They handed out 1,204 pounds of biscuits. served 65,000 cups of coffee and
25,280 glasses of milk.” The objective of this work was that "the Daughters of the
Empire, as first ranking women's patriotic organization. can and should, by example
awaken every Canadiun citizen to the contribution they can make towards building a
strong and noble national future through Assimilation and Canadianization."* At this
time, the reading matter was produced was approved, and often produced in collaboration
with the federal government. In 1953 "close liaison" was kept with the Department of
Citizenship and Immigration. Ottawa. The IODE saw its position as "providing the
medium for the distribution of government literaturc prepared by it for the newcomer."®

In the 1950s citizenship courts became 2 focal point of IODE efforts. The IODE

welcoming newcomers the IODE distributed coffee, milk and biscuits. Even during bad
weather and trying circumstances the [ODE made an attempt to be on hand to welcome
newcomers".

% NAC MG28 117, 7, 7 February 1951. 500 copies of This Canada of Ours were
produced for the IODE by the Royal Bank of Canada.

%7 The Daily News. Prince Rupert, British Columbia. 29 May 1956. " Wide-Range of
Assistance Given Immigrant by IODE."

% Provincial Archives of Alberta. acc. no. 83.456 box no. 2. IODE Provincial Chapter
Summary Reports. 15 January 1948-15 January 1955.

® Echoes, Christmas 1953, 213, 11. Mrs G. L. Hamilton, National Convener of
Immigration and Canadianization. "1.O.D.E. Helps Newcomers To Become Canadians.”
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was involved with every stage of the process for immigrants from arrival to full
citizenship. As Canada became central to the JODE's vision, as well as the importance of
'skills’, there was a clearer and more important emphasis on citizenship values. An
example of typical chapter activities for the lead-up to these courts was such as in
Calgary in 1955 where:

In the Calgary Municipal minutes of December 5, 1955, a Mrs C.E. Gray
spoke on the work being done with new Capadians. Miss Halstead has
offered to teach the New Canadians basic English, and Mrs. Marshall will
assist by serving coffee during the lessons. Plans are being made to
improve the courthouse procedure when new Canadians get their
citizenship. Books and Christmas cards are still needed. The Rupert Brooke
chapter donated six pictures to the Reception Centre.™
In canadianizing New Canadians, education and the English language were considered
vital.”" It was stated at the national annual meeting in 1959 by the immigration and
citizenship convener that:
I cannot stress strongly enough the term integration. In it lies the clue to
the successful absorption into Canada of the immigrants who come to our
shores, and to their happiness in their new homeland. Qur work must thus
be directed toward facilitating and hastening this process of integration.™

Through the contact provided in the prepafation for citizenship court, the IODE was able

to give English lessons, and teach ‘Canadian values’. The IODE helped immigrants with

™ Glenbow Archives. M7127 Box 5, #52, 5 December 1955.

™ The Leader Post. Regina Saskatchewan, 29 May 1951. "Speedy Language Training
Urged For Immigrants.”

= NAC MG28 117, 13, 1, 5, 95. National Annual Meeting 1959. The National
Immigration and Citizenship Report by Mrs Douglas Jennings.



191
pre-court preparation. in filling out citizenship forms where there was no official help,™
and classes with new applicants for citizenship on their rights and privilege of being a
Canadian citizen.™

At the citizenship courts the IODE created a special place in the post-ceremony
receptions. Its stated aim was to provide the New Canadian with an experience such that
they might "remember the day on which he was given his citizenship not as a humdrum
one on which he had to attend at court. but as a proud, bright and festive milestone in his
life."” The IODE felt that they were fulfilling their mission when individuals wrote to
them to say, "My wife and I will never forget the wonderful reception we had from the
IODE the day we took our citizenship. The warmth and kindness of that recception will
have a great influence on us for the rest of our lives."”

In citizenship court receptions the IODE ncgotiated between the spaces of
refreshments and citizenship. In return for its gendered catering services, the IODE was
permitted to hand out patriotic propaganda. Amongst the greeting cards, calendars and
maple leaf pins distributed in New Brunswick during the 1960s were tea cups and saucers

with the IODE crest on them, with the purpose of triggering drinkers' memories as to the

message of the IODE.” In St Andrews, in 1966 the Passamaquoddy chapter presented six

? Tbid, 97.

™ Private Collection of Joan Church, Regina. History of the Province of Saskatchewan
IODE, 1914-1994.

” NAC MG28 117, 13, 1, 5, 97. National Annual Meeting 1959.
 PANB. Saint John Municipal Chapter, 1966-67.
7 PANB. Provincial Report of Immigration and Citizenship 1964-1965.
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new Canadians with a crested cup and saucer, and centred on the refreshment table a
large cake covered with small Union Jacks.™ Overall, the courts represented a festive and
proud moment for the IODE and Canadian identity. It was an identity that, although
firmly influenced by Britain, was now produced in Canadian space.

Part of the more confident Canadian-centered identity can be read from the
certificates of naturalization that were handed out at citizenship ceremonies. Figure 8.3
is a certificate given o;.u during the 1950s in New Brunswick. The responsibilities and
privileges of citizenship were more clearly articulated in the post-World War II years than
previously. Yet there is no sense of conflict with the British tradition or recognition of
French Canada and no indication of the move to American individualism which appeared.
as we shall see, in other areas of the IODE's work. Here the British body politic of
constitutional monarchy and the "ancient liberties of the British peoples” and the
associated freedoms are articulated. Ironically, the IODE's confidence came at a time
when the percentage of British immigrants as a total of Canadian immigrants continued
to decline.” Furthermore, in situating Canadian identity in North America, the IODE was
employing anti-Communist strategies of the United States to uphold these British-based

democratic valucs.

™ PANB. 1965-66. In 1966 The Passamaquoddy Chapter IODE of St Andrews, New
Brunswick.

™ See Anthony H. Richmond. 1967, 4. Of the two and a half million immigrants who
entered Canada between 1946 and 1965. one third were from the United Kingdom. This
proportion peaked in 1957, when it was eclipsed by other groups.
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LOYALTY TO HER MAJESTY, THE QUEEN:
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RESPECT FOR LAW AND ORDER: Weapons are unnecessary, Our Courts
provide for the righting of wrongs.
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Qur frec and democratic system of

government provides for changes by
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nations of the world,

WE WELCOME, YOU TO SHARE WITH US AND TO PROTECT, EVEN TO DEATH,
THESE RIGHTS AND PRIVILECES,

Alinzgs Remember Tour Guth of Allcginnes.

Figure 8.3 PANB MC 200 MS 7/18 Post-World War 11 IODE Citizenship
Certificate




Combatting Communism U.S. Style

The IODE's tactics for combatting Communism were heavily influenced by the
United States. In 1948 the IODE set up a special committee to "combat Communism."
Made up of representatives from the four of the major committees of the Order, the
national educational, empire study, Echoes and film committees, this committee was
assigned to make "an intensive study of the whole subject of Communism and 1o
disseminate as much as possible, correct information to members of the Order."® Despite
ardent statements such as "we who believe in Democracy are honestly shocked at the
regimentation of minds and affront to human dignity imposed upon citizens of dictator
governed states, whether Communist, fascist or modemn feudal in form", the tactics used
borc a striking resemblance to the tactics that the IODE accused Communists of using.
'The Alert Service'(TAS), for example, run out of a Toronto office, was an IODE-funded
service started in 1950, with the intention of "helping Canadians to equip themselves to
meet the propaganda and infiltration efforts of Communists."® In this office Marjorie
Lamb was responsible for writing and printing Alerts:

pamphlets written in plain English to keep Canadians accurately and

constantly informed about the policies and operations of Communism, and

to devise and encourage sound methods of combatting Communist
subversive above-ground tactics in Canada.®

80 Echoes. Autumn 1948, 192, 8.
8 Echoes, Autumn 1959, 236, 6-7.

¥ NAC MG28 117, 14, 21 September 1961. Minutes of the Democratic Action
Committee, 1957-63. In 1961 S500 was sent by the IODE to the Alert Service to fund
10,000 alerts, memoranda, and pamphlets.

8 NAC MG28 117, 13, 1. 7, 97. "The National World Affairs Report.”
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Marjorie Lamb was written about as being "both nationally and internationally recognised
as a qualified expert on Communist above-ground activity in this country and on methods
of countering it."* A trained interior decorator, with an education in Canada, England and
France, and former president of Altrusa International, she gained her momentum for
"combatting Communism in 1926 when she was studying at the Sorbonne in Paris."*
The Alerts took the form of simply typed texts of approximately four pages, which
could be readily copied. 1962 titles included Communism and You, Communist
Organizations, Communist Literature and Propaganda, and Conspiratorial Communism.*
The IODE was active in distributing the Alerts nationwide, first to its own members, for
discussion at meetings, then to school libraries, church groups and industries. At election
times it was anticipated that members would distribute the Alerts to arcas with
Communist candidates.”” It appears that the IODE's ideas for thesc Alerts came directly
from the United States. Guy Oakes has written about "Alert America”, and an "Alent
America Convoy", 2 comprehensive information service that distributed pamphlets,
dramatized the Soviet threat and convinced Americans that civil defence was necessary

for survival®

8 NAC MG28 I17, 14, 1963. Minutes of the Democratic Action Committee, 1957-63.

% The Telegram. Toronto, 30 January 1959, 27. "She's Redhead Who's Out to beat
the Reds." r

% PANB. IODE Miscellaneous files. Sample copies of the Alerts.
8 NAC MG28 I17, 14, 78. National Annual Meeting, 1963.

% Guy Oakes. 1994. The Imaginary War: Civil Defense and American Cold War
Culture. New York: Oxford University Press, 82.
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IODE propaganda, while overall emulating that of the United States,
simultancously forced the IODE to consider and define more clearly than before what
constituted ‘Canadian’. The IODE was quick to recognize the power of the media. In
1948, national president Mrs New sct out four objectives of the IODE with regard to the
"complete eradication of Communism in Canada."® The IODE wanted the government
to make information about Communist activities available to the press, and to translate
information for foreign language newspapers. The IODE recommended that members
across Canada set up listening committees to “deterrnine whether the cause of democracy
is being undermined by radio programmes.” and the Canadian broadcasting corporation
was urged to "make fuller use of commentators and newscasters who will impress upon
the public a greater realization of the menace of Communism."® With its history of
encouraging British-influenced Canadian arts and cuiture, the IODE was active in
submitting a brief to the 1951 The royal commission on national development in the arts.
Meanwhile, at the local chapter level school prizes in arts and music continued across the
country.

Attempts to influence the media were made by the IODE throughout the 1950s.%
In 1957, the special committee to combat Communism was re-titled the "democratic

action committee." Its purpose was "to mould the thinking of our people along democratic

® Echoes, Autumn 1948, 192, 8.
% Ibid.

' The Edmonton Journal. 26 May 1955. "IODE Out To Combat Communism in
Canada.” At the National Annual Meeting in Winnipeg it is reported that "the IODE
wants the CBC to broadcast fuller reports on Communist activities to canadians.”
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ways and thereby instil true patriotism.”* The goal was to be achieved through comic
books and cartoon stories dealing with Communism (similar to then popular comic book
set-up of biblical stories); youth programs would work through schools.” In 1959, the
IODE still felt that there was not enough awareness of propaganda that threatened
Canadian institutions:

Books, press, radio. TV. stage and screen advertising. and even on

occasion the pu!pit have become the tools of propaganda. While we worry

about survival in case of atom bomb or guided missile attack. we may

scarcely be conscious of the danger we run of losing our precious right of

independent judgment.*
Pushing for Canadian content was all the more urgent given the observation of Whitaker
and Marcuse that at the time "Canadians' images of current events were strongly defined
by pictures and voices produced by American and British companies (sometimes with
short Canadian features tacked on)."*

In defining "Canadian heritage”, entrenched aspects of the British body politic and
Canadian tory conservatism were upheld. One example of taking an initiative in
broadcasting such pro-democratic radio content was in a patriotic programme in New
Brunswick. In 1957, Mrs F. L. Miller, as part of New Brunswick IODE's Canadian

Heritage Program, organised a series of broadcasts around the topic of “"Canadian

heritage.” It was the intention of the producers of this series to "awaken the people of

2 NAC MG28 117, 14. Minutes of the Democratic Action Committee 1957-63.

% NAC MG28 I17 14. 1957. Minutes of the Democratic Action Committee.
Suggestions from Saskatchewan.

% Echoes, Autumn 1959, 236, 6-7.

% Whitaker and Marcuse 1994, 19.



197
New Brunswick to a new consciousness of the freedoms and traditions which they are
privileged to enjoy: freedoms and traditions which are becoming priceless in the twentieth
century." Present in this broadcast was the intention to “keep fast the ideals of British
Democracy in New Brunswick."” The broadcasts were centered around allegiances "to
the crown of England and the justice, freedoms, and responsibilities it represents."** The
five-minute radio talks were given by ‘respected’ citizens such as the lieutenant governor
of New Brunswick, .13 "the Queen's Representative in New Brunswick"; the premier
speaking on “"the Privilege of the Vote in a Democracy”, and the chief justice speaking
on "What British Law has meant to New Brunswick.” A historical geographer discussed
"Our Maritime Heritage, A Basis for 2 Sound economy” and the lieutenant general gave
the talk on "the British Commonwealth and Canadian Defence."”
Civil Defence
In the IODE's involvement in civil defence should have come the clearest
alignment away from British influences towards the United States. Because of its location
in the home, separate from the ‘public’ masculine spaces of citizenship, civil defence is
largely absent in mainstream accounts or discussions of the Cold War. The 'success' of
civil defence. however, depended upon its ability to show the vital interdependence of

home and national defence. As Guy Oakes argues, civil defence was constructed as the

* PANB MC 200 MS 7/18 Mrs F. L. Miller. Speech from the final broadcast.
7 Ibid.
* Tbid.

¥ Ibid. Geographer R. Whidden Ganong and Lieutenant General E. W. Sansom.
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moral obligation of every houschold and “construed the practices demanded by family
preparedness as civic virtues indispensable to the American way of life"'® In contrast to
British heritage programmes, which were representative of progressive conservatism, civil
defence was an individualistic activity, which tied national security to the character of
family life and American family values.

The IODE was a strong supporter of Cunadian government civil defence
programmes. In 1955 tfze national chapter established civil defence liaison officers at the
provincial, municipal and primary levels. The liaison officers attended special courses at
the Canadian civil defence college at Amprior, Ontario, on a varicty of topics which
covered the spectrum from being gendered masculine to feminine.'”

Gender identity was an important part of the IODE's contribution to civil defence.
In a letter to conveners, national LO.D.E. civil defence liaison officer Mrs Osler, with
substantial of World War II experience said:

There is one phase of Civil Defence training which no housewife or

mother should overlook - Basic Home Nursing. This Coursc is being
L B2

taught by St John Ambulance and the Canadian Red Cross
Civil defence, according to a 1955 advertisement in Echoes, was "a common sens¢ way

of dealing with any community disaster. IODE members were urged to learn to do

10 Guy Oakes 1994, 8.

' Echoes, Spring 1955, 218, 10. “IODE Members Across Canada Prepare for Civil
Defence.” The tasks were general welfare, emergency clothing, emergency feeding,
emergency lodging and registration and inquiry procedures, firefighting, radio monitoring,
knots and casualty handling, personal services, evacuation, transport, chaplaincy,
maintenance, recreation, medical services, supply. communication, care of pets, and

personnel.
' NAC MG28 117, 8, 6 April 1955.
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everything that they could to protect their own lives and the lives of their families. As
citizens they should make sure that local civil defence organizations are strong and
active.'” In the emphasis on home, the IODE was arguably adopting American virtues
of self-determination, personal responsibility and self-help. These were virtues believed
to be anchored in the family-"the primary locus of their inculcation and practice," and the
location of "moral structure” of the family and the "spiritual strength” of American home
life."'®

Explaining the IODE's participation in an individualistic, Ameﬁcﬁn—inﬂuenced civil
defence that represents a shift from being a colony of Britain to a nation situated in North
American is not an adequate interpretation of the IODE's involvement in civil defence.
Canadian civil defence was distinctively ‘Canadian’ and the JODE's prominent position in
civil defence was based upon its organic-grounded participation in World War II. At an
emergency clothing course in Amprior in 1954, Mrs. Osler and Mrs. C. L. Brown went
along to represent the Order. Out of fourteen representatives, there was only one other
woman.'”® The value of having the competent women of the IODE involved was
recognised by the federal co-ordinator, Major-General Worthington, who noted:

Since the 1.O.D.E. has been actively engaged in the collection and shipping

of clothing over a period of years, it is natural to believe that the members

of the Order will not only be vitally interested in participating in this phase
of the Canadian Civil Defence programme but, also, will be able to

19 Echoes, Spring 1955. 218, 23. "Civil Defence, what is Civil Defence?"
'® Guy Oakes 1994, 105.
%5 Thid.



contribute a valuable back-log of practical experience.'®
While the work of the IODE was gendered, its overall purpose of preparing to defend
Canada was central. The IODE was held in such high regard not primarily because its
members were wives and mothers, but because of their grounding in the British body
politic, in tory conservatism, and defence of the nation.

Canadian civil defence, as it represented Canadian identity, was a uniquely
Canadian-centered activ.ity. Unlike the United States civil defence programme, Canadian
civil defence was organic and communitarian, emphasising "community” above the
individual home. This is evident in its participation in huge civil defence exercises,
gaining more prominence and importance than individuals preparing their homes. Mrs
Mitchie, wife of the Canadian governor-general, and the Alberta provincial civil defence
liaison officer for the IODE, associated the civil defence movement with the British body
politic. Commenting on 'operation lifesaver’ a mock evacuation of 40,000 people from
Calgary in September 1955, she summed up the IODE's place in civil defence:

Across Canada, many members of the Imperial Order Daughters of the

Empire are participating in Civil Defence activities. The Order has always

sought to further the national security. Here is a vital service in which

many more of our members could make a valuable contribution.'”

National security through national community was the key to Canadian ci;iil defence.

During ‘operation lifesaver’ IODE chapters in Calgary worked as units, in a variety of

tasks from members who were nurses assisting at welfare stations, to "those who had

1% NAC MG28 117, 8, 89, 3 March 1954. National Executive Committee Minutes.

197 Echoes, Autumn 1955, 220, 43. Mrs Thomas C. Mitchie, Alberta Provincial
Defence Liaison Officer. "Operation Lifesaver.”
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taken special Civil Defence courses were in their places at the registration tables or at the
emergency feeding station.”'® This collaboration outside of the home, uniting as a nation,
to defend the nation, was the major emphasis, and not at-home individual preparedness.
Conclusion

During the Cold War, the IODE's response to constructed 'threats' to Canada
caused a shift whereby colonial attachment. weakened and there was a move to focus on
Canadian space. This s-hift was influenced by diverse ideologies from Britain and the
practices of the United States. Gender was integral in both the identification and
combatting of the ‘enemy’. While the IODE articulated British sentiments, at the same
time, it was the tactics of the United States that were adapted to fight Communism. Out
of the threats believed to be posed by Communists, the IODE articulated a clear vision
of Canadian citizenship. This vision was still based upon British principles, but was more
encompassing in emphasising the ability of immigrants to assimilate, over their 'racial
origins. The Cold War forced a serious engagement with Canadian defence and nation

building in the Canadian North. This is an era which the next chapter enters.

'® Ibid.
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CHAPTER NINE: TOWARD THE GEOGRAPHY OF CANADA

We give them things to wear on their heads to keep them warm. Scarves,

we're always Kknitting. Every night when I'm watching television, we never

stop. Now if I'm too tired I don't knit but if I'm wide awake like I am now

I'll probably be knitting tonight. They don't take long. Stuff to keep their

hands warm. Something that they can pull down under their ears because

it's cold there in Labrador. Now we have to make the strong fentex type

slippers - something that doesn't wear out.'

The IODE's most recent projects reflect a Canadian identity that is much changed
from the early years of the twentieth century. The old 'racial’ categories have broken
down, and new Canadian-centered identities of citizenship are emerging. Instead of
concentrating on assimilating immigrants, the IODE has shifted focus, to a group of
Canadian citizens who, although living within Canadian territory, were previously
considered 'foreign’. This change represents a move from Canada as a dominion in the
Empire with an identity centered on Britain, to a nation sitvated in Canadian geographic
space. In following the argument for multiple spaces and identities, this chapter shows
how the IODE has negotiated the construction of national identity at the intersections of
gender, race and class identities. The changing composition of the hegemonic, with the
decreasing confidence in colonial attitudes, is reflected in the drifting apart of the IODE
from the government toward spaces of charity and the home. Further, the irony of seeking

to assimilate Native peoples into the national project, and make them the 'same’ as other

Canadians, while clinging to the essential spatial and social difference of the North is

! Interview, November 1993. Montreal, Quebec. The interviewee is referring to a class
of nine year olds 'adopted’ by her chapter.



drawn out.
Economic Modernization and Cultural Assimilation

The Canadian North was the last region to which the IODE turned its attentions.
Its geographic isolation and its low economic value meant that for the first half of the
century the IODE saw the Canadian North as outside of its vision of Canada. This is
ironic, because as a nation Canada had already developed a mythical identity through its
northern location. From the late nineteenth century, "the true North strong and free"
provided justification for the rhetorics of a robust and healthy nation.” Yet no place was
found in such rhetorics for the Native inhabitants, who were viewed as culturally
backward ‘'others’ and whose territories were seen as economically worthless.* The North
evoked by 'southern’ Canadians was a vast and harsh land, a masculine zone of heroes and
explorers, of freedom of movement, of escape and confrontation with nature in the raw;
a distant place having little in common with the rest of Canada.*

There have been two major phases of IODE work in the North. Although IODE
records mention Labrador and the Northwest Territories as far back as the 1930s, it was
not until the late 1950s that the organization turned attention in a concerted way to the

Northwest Territories and the Yukon. This was part of a shift that placed greater

* Carl Berger 1966. "The True North Strong and Free" in Peter Russell ed. 1966.
Nationalism in Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 1966, 3-26.

% See R. Quinn Duffy. 1988. The Road to Nunavut. The Progress of the Eastern
Arctic Inuit Since the Second World War. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's
University Press.

* Carl Berger 1966, and Lisa Bloom. 1993. Gender on Ice. American Ideologies of
Polar Expeditions. Minneapolis and London: University of Minnesota Press.
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importance on the geography of Canada. Aid previously focused upon regions outside of
Canada, such as Korea, India and Africa, moved back into Canadian territory.* This was
in part a recognition of disparitics previously downplayed in the socio-cconomic.
education and health of Canadian citizens. At this time all Native Canadians were
‘othered’ as one by the IODE, as can be seen in a 1960 recommendation to the
government to assist Canadian citizens of Native origin:

The IODE feels that in a country which gives large scale aid to
underdeveloped countries in many parts of the World, it is esscntial that
a research programme be instituted immediately te ensure that our own
citizens of Indian origin achieve equality of opportunity with the utmost
speed.®
Directly related to the push to assimilate and modernize Native peoples was Canada's new
identity as a world leader in international affairs. This identity was to be led by domestic
good example and harmony.
In the course of setting an example in human rights to other countries, on 19
January 1962 new immigration regulations were introduced that laid primary stress on

education, training and skills as the conditions of admissibility to Canada, regardless of

the country of origin of the applicant.” This change officially ended the preference for

5 In the post-war years medical supplies and technology went to Korea and Africa.
As mentioned in chapter eight, aid to post-war Europe was also significant.

¢ NAC MG28 117. Canadian Eskimo Fund. n.d., 1959-1963.

? NAC MG28 I17. Loose document. Ellen Fairclough. 1962 Regulations and
Statement, 1. Freda Hawkins. 1989. Critical Years in Immigration: Canada and Australia
Compared. Kingston and Montreal: McGill-Queen's University Press, 39, writes that the
new law was intended to remove racial discrimination as the major feature of Canada’s
immigration policy, retaining only one privilege for European immigrants over most non-
Europeans-the sponsoring of a wider range of relatives.”
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British immigrants. Minister of immigration, Ellen Fairclough. stated that the new
regulations represented "a conscientious and sincere effort on the part of the government
of Canada to censhrine the principles of equity and justice which will guide responsible
officials in the discharge of their difficult and complex duties."® As Canada manoeuvred
into a new position of strength on the world stage its racist immigration policies were an
embarrassment,

Ellen Fairclough was in fact a long-time IODE member who had held the national
office of the immigration and citizenship division and had been prominent in the Ontario
provincial chapter. It appears that to Fairclough, Canada's world position was more
important than ingrained prejudice.” Hawkins has suggested that the pressure for the
changes came from senior officials in Canada, including the deputy minister of
immigration, who saw that Canada could not operate effectively within the United Nations
or in a multiracial Commonwealth "with the millstone of a racially discriminatory
immigration policy around her (sic) neck."'

The IODE responded to the new regulations by supporting government policy. In
1964, having had time to mull over the new regulations, the IODE stated that; "Canada
respects the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of the United Nations which outlaws

discrimination by reason of national origin. Therefore, it seems out of place for the Order

% Ibid, 7.

* Ibid, 6. In regulation 31 Fairclough states that "It is my hope that the new
Immigration Regulations will commend themselves to all members of Parliament,
regardless of party, to all Canadians and to prospective immigrants around the world.”

' Freda Hawkins 1989, 39.
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at this time to advocate what might scem like a discriminatory immigration policy.""! So
as to preserve the democratic traditions and institutions of Canada "the Order might
endorse a non-discriminatory immigration policy and at the same time press for a more
intensive programme of education for democratic citizenship among all Canadians. and
particularly among immigrants."* The IODE was forced to reflect on its longstanding
preference for British Immigrants, notably, its 1922 resolution:

Now, 40 years later. insisting on a "preponderance of British citizens
amongst those admitted to the country” mcans that we are in favour of
admitting people from The West Indics, India, Pakistan and the
Commonwealth Countries in preference to people from the Netherlands,
Denmark, Germany etc.”
In the 1920s, only one in six British subjects was 'white', but 'people of colour’ were
blocked from immigrating to Canada in large numbers and therefore did not lead to any
question about Empire-preferences. In 1964, however, the situation was much changed.
Reassertion of the old 'racial hierarchy' that favoured northern Europeans brought
Commonwealth identity into question, with those of 'white' and ‘curopean’ ethnicity
presented as superior to Commonwealth people of colour.” As a result, in centering

Canada, the IODE was able to re-assert previous prejudices through the weakening of

Commonwealth attachments.

It NAC MG28 117, 9, 1, 4 March 1964,
2 Ibid.
13 Ibid.

'* Ibid. "Some people maintain that there is some discrimination through
administrative procedures, for example - we have missions or posts throughout Western
Europe but there are almost no missions in the coloured countries."
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In this context, immigration became of less importance to the IODE than ever
before, and national identity became 2 more secure and important part of the IODE's
representation of Canadian identity. By focusing on Canadian citizens themselves. and on
the spaces of Canada, from a North American geographical standpoint, the IODE
introduced more analysis of Native peoples, made a call for national unity, 2nd gave more
attention to French Canada:
At the present time in Canada there is a need for promoting National
Unity. Our policy of promoting British immigration over any other group
could be construed as a slight to the French Canadians and people of other
than British origin."
This attention to French Canada was a response to the increasingly vocal expression for
the recognition of French Canadian difference. The IODE's neglect of the French language
went unchecked until it risked embarrassment. In 1956, a draft letter from the Sherbrooke
Municipal chapter advised that the IODE will no longer be permitted to present
naturalization greeting cards to new citizens in the court house unless they are printed in
French as well as English.'® The IODE's national convener of immigration and
canadianization agreed with this and was surprised that the problem had not arisen before.
She thought that if bilingual cards were printed, they should be available to all interested

chapters. The convener stated that "government literature is printed in both languages and

I feel that the Order should do the same in this respect.”” In 1975 the Postmaster

'S Thid.
1 NAC MG28 117, 8, 5 September 1956.
7 bid.
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General's special assistant announced the post office could not help the 10DE with its
work: a polite way of telling them that their booklet was no longer suitable, because
chapters had been placing an English-only booklet. titled How 1o Become a Canadian
Citizen, in post offices.
The JODE in the Canadian North

The IODE's representations of colonial identity are played-out in its work in the
Canadian North. This work mecrits detailed discussion since it includes a new sense of
Canadian geographic space, and attempts to make 'Canadian citizens' out of the people
living in the North. In intervening in the North, the IODE was associated with the
government effort to increase its northern presence. Intertwined with ambitions for the
social welfare of the Native peoples was a clear economic agenda. From the beginning
of IODE intervention in the North, mention was made of the economic and resource
potential of the arctic, and the place of a Native labour force.” The IODE president stated
in her opening speech at the 1959 Annual Meeting in Regina that:

The great mineral weaith of the Arctic is just beginning to be tapped. The

Canadian Government is in the process of building roads to link strategic

points and it is inevitable that communities will follow the industries as

they are established. The Eskimos must, therefore, be provided with the

educational and vocational training necessary to enable them to fit into a

competitive industrial life. They have marked ability for anything
mechanical and are readily absorbed into industry."

After World War. Il the Canadian government and private companies looked with

' NAC MG28 117, 26, 2. 1959.

19 Tbid.
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increased interest 1o the resource potential of the North. Tapping into the economic
potential of the North was a useful way for Canada to increase its presence in the North
and confirm sovereignty over the land. The interest in economic resources, as well as the
conditions of the people of the North, was therefore understandable in an imperial
context. If Canada did not step up its development of the arctic, the country risked
forfeiting its sovereignty claims to the Americans, or worse still, the Russians. Recalling
the early IODE work in the North, one member reveals:

I don't know if this has come to light in any of your studies, probably not.

The Canadian Government were worried about the Russians coming in.

We were afraid that if we didn't work in the North we might lose that part

of Canada. So the Government wanted us up there.™

As argued in the previous chapter, the Cold War forced a new consideration of
North American-situated defence concerns. In particular, the United States looked to the
Canadian North, increasing their presence in Canada, building airbases and radar stations.
Geographers were implicated in such exploration and development of the North. Indeed,
the discipline was given a boost through research and the preparation of documents that
detailed the geography of the North, as American geographers looked with new interest

to the potential for northern development.® In 1954 the government decided to collaborate

with the Americans to build the distant early warning (DEW) line. Figure 9.1 shows the

0 Interview, 4 November 1994. Ottawa, Ontario.

*' A large amount of material appeared on the North, for example, George H. T.
Kimble and Dorothy Good. eds. 1955. "Geography of the Northlands." American
Geographical Society. Special Publication 32. New York and William H. Hessler. 1955.
"Canada Our Closest Ally." United States Naval Institute Proceedings. 81, 3, 625.
Annapolis, MD.: U.S. Naval Institute.
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line. This system of defence along the vast northern border would warn against long-range
bomber attack.™ The DEW linc went beyond defence in its outreach. Mineral exploration
and infrastructure were located long the line. The McGill sub-arctic research station
opened in Schefferville in 1955 to contribute to geographical research in the North.™
Further, it made sense to concentrate at the same places the welfare services which were
demanded for the people of the North.

Such strategic and economic plans had important implications for the people of
the North. In 1955 an article in The Canadian Geographer made the observation that "the

[T

human geography of the Canadian Arctic is being rapidly recast."* In the short run, the
changes meant employment opportunities for Native peoples and, from another point of
view, a new utility for people who had been seen as redundant. The IODE was able to
relate its work of helping northern peoples to 'catch up' and conform to the rest of
Canada, to its broader longstanding belief in economic modernization and cultural
assimilation. Citing starvation and appalling conditions, in contrast to the weaith of

mineral resources, technology and progress, there was a new feeling of welfare towards

a population perceived to be desperate. In 1959, for example, an article by an IODE

= Peter J. Usher. 1982. "The North: Metropolitan Frontier, Native Homeland?" 411-
456 in L. D. McCann. A Geography of Canada. Heartland and Hinterland. Scarborough,
Ontario: Prentice-Hall, 429. The DEW line was a combined U.S. and Canadian project.
There would be radar-detecting stations crossing from Alaska to the central Canadian
Arctic to Baffin Island at the seventieth parallel and a radar line at the fifty-fifth parallel.

3 Schefferville, formerly Knob Lake, is located on the fifty-fifth parallel, and was the
location of a new airstrip, radar and weather equipment, and was the sight substantial
iron ore mining. Two Native Bands were re-located to the area.

** G. H. Michie and E. M. Neil. 1955 'Cultural Conflict in the Canadian Arctic' The
Canadian Geographer, 5, 22-41, 41.
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member in the organization’s magazine Echoes was titled "The Eskimo. His (sic) Future
is a Challenge™:

the frontiers of civilization are pushing farther and tarther northward,

confronting the Eskimo with a new way of life, and he is going to require

help in the process of adjustment.”

The discourse of modernization involved the Canadian government acting as guardians
to Native peoples. They were treated as children, who needed to be brought up until they
were old enough to look after themselves.®™ The objective was to help Native people to
escape from their 'primitive’ conditions, made all the more harsh by their cold
environment, to obliterate differences, and make the North 'the same’ as the South. There
was little perception, however, that Native peoples were 'Canadians'. On the contrary, this
'development’ was undertaken with much the same attitude as the IODE had had in its
work in India and Africa. Likewise, the government saw Native peoples as freakish
artifacts’, to be counted, marvelled at, and relocated.”

Work in the North was another way to counter the Communist threat and lo
strengthen the Canadian economy. The IODE was consistent in its scveral strategics for
citizenship and asserted in the North the symbols of its imagined Canada. Imperial and
patriotic work in the North involved deploying symbolic markers in the landscape, such

as the provision of a Union Jack and staff to the newly established Northwest Territories

* Echoes, Autumn 1959, 236, 6. "The Eskimo - His Future is a Challenge.”
* Duffy 1988, xxiii.

¥ See Frank J. Tester and Peter Kulchyski: 1994. Tamarniit (Mistakes): Innuit
relocation in the Eastern Arctic, 1939-63 Vancouver: UBC Press.
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court of record in 1956, and in 1967 a Canadian flag to the Northwest Territories court.™
After members had attended a seminar on the 'Canadian Eskimo’ in 1958, the

I0DE contacted the federal government to ask how it might help. "We were told that
while the government was responsible for educational and welfare services, there were
many other ways in which we could be of tremendous assistance."™ The government
suggested that the IODE build a community hall for the Eskimos at Frobisher Bay, a fast-
growing community of about one thousand people. The plan was for the government to
provide a site, for the "Eskimos” to donate their labour, and the IODE the cost of
materials of approximately $20,000. In this pilot project the IODE considered itself to be
the first women's organization to commence work in the arctic.”® This claim was an
cxaggeration, since women missionaries and church groups had had a presence, but the
IODE presence as a Canadian patriotic order, with citizenship at the heart of its
operations, differed from that of a religious or benevolent organisation.* The close co-
operation with the government, and the IODE's willingness to be directed by the
government, shows the IODE's longstanding pattern of negotiation between spaces of
home and charity, government and policy. Like the donation of battleships, bombers and

scholarships, this was a considerable undertaking and demonstrates the IODE's strategic

* May Kertland. 1975. IODE The Third 25 Years. Toronto: G. Best Publishing.
¥ NAC MG28 117, 14. Minutes of the Eskimo Affairs Committee.
¥ Thid.

3 NAC MG28 117, Canadian Eskimo Fund N.D. 1959-1963. The Women's Auxiliary
had been helping since the 1920s and there had also been women's missionary work in
the Arctic.
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nation-building concern.

Constant in the IODE's work at this time was a beliel in ‘progress’ and in the
assimilation of all difference into a hegemonic order. At the IODE national meeting in
Regina in 1959 the Canadian Eskimo Fund was established. with the community hall at
Frobisher Bay as its {irst project. In her opening address 10 members the president set out
the need for economic modernization and cultural assimilation:

Conditions in the Arctic are changing in that the Curibou, which seven
years ago were estimated to number 675,000, have decreased to
approximately 200,000. A second great hardship is the decline in the price
of furs. This situation, together with the fact that the fronticrs of
civilization are pushing farther and farther northward, is confronting the
Eskimo with 2 new way of life, and he is going to require help from his

fellow Canadians in adjusting himself to it.”

The message was that moderntization was desirable, and resistance was futile. The North
must become the same as the rest of Canada, and northern people will have to move
beyond the deemed harshness and inadequacy of traditional ways. It was with a great

sense of optimism that the building of the community hall at Frobisher Bay went ahead.

In this project the IODE was very much a part of the government's relocation scheme for

Inuit. The hall was located at Apex Hill, a new scttlement on the DEW line, five miles

from the main centre of Frobisher Bay. Apex Hill was designated by the government as

an "Eskimo rehabilitation centre”, a transitional housing centre for Eskimo families who

were entering waged employment.*

2 NAC MG28 117, 26, 2.
3 Duffy 1988, 30.
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The 1958-1963 Canadian Eskimo Fund Committee enjoyed an immediate, rapid
accumulation of funds. The hall at Frobisher Bay was such a success that it was promptly
followed by a hall at Tuktoyaktuk in 1960, and a hall at Baker Lake in 1961.* Figure 9.1
shows the location of these halls. These projects, also situated along the DEW line, were
similar in design and function to Frobisher Bay. In Tuktoyaktuk, the government was to
pay half of the total cost of the building according to the ratio of resident Inuit and non-
[nuit*

The three community halls were grand visible and symbolic schemes of Canadian
imperialism. In building them, the IODE attempted to influence the culture of the Inuit
and to make them more like the IODE ideal of Canadians in the South. The sense of
‘community’ would promote allegiances as Canadians. In 1962, Mrs Robinson, as national
president of the IODE, visited the arctic for two weeks and opened the Tuktoyaktuk hall.
Upon her return she told The Toronto Star, "The hall has been given outright to the
people up there. They can use it for their dances, for the showing of films, for anything
they like."* The "anything they like", however, would preferably be the activities of
Canadians of the South. Owing to stereotypes concerning Inuit identity, much hope was
held for the adoption of 'southern’ culture; such as western-style barn dances. It was noted

in the records of the IODE Eskimo Fund in 1959 that "the Eskimos, being a light-hearted

¥ Echoes, Autumn 1960, 240,
% Thid. This worked out at 45 per cent.

% Toronto Star. 13 December 1962.
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people, have a flair for entertainment."V

Overall, there was an optimism about this first stage of work in the North. It
occurred in a context of the use of "Eskimo” and "Indian" as uncontested names, taken-
for-granted beliefs in 'progress’ and ‘modemization’, and the need to defend Canadian
democracy against a communist threat. 1t was undertaken in direct consultation with the
government of Canada and was surprisingly 'public sphere’ in scope: that is, the 1ODE
interacted in constructed 'public’ spaces with influential policy makers and was highly
regarded by its colleagues. By 1969 little had changed in the perceived nced for
modernization and assimilation. In her president's report in 1969, Mrs Leggett makes it
clear that the North belongs to all Canadians and that IODE aid is seen as contributing
to the extraction of wealth;"The North is a challenge to all Canadians. it is a rich land
with great natural wealth. Canadians should realize this and cnsure that these resources
are developed for the benefit of all Canadians."* To become "useful and participating
members of Canadian society”, Native peoples, she says, will ideally be trained so that
they can achieve "equality of opportunity” through providing the labour force of the
North.*

The perception of modern technology as the key to assimilating indigenous peoples
into the living standards of the Canadian South persisted into the 1970s. In 1972, a report

on "Operation Help Me" says that Inuit used to lead a harsh life with large groups

3 NAC MG28 117, 8, 5 Nov 1959 Eskimo Fund Frobisher Bay, 315.
¥ NAC MG28 117, 13, 2, 14, 1969.
* Tbid.
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starving to death in the 1950s as a consequence of being in a state of transition from their
old ways of living to the use of new technology such as snowmobiles.” The report goes
on to state that, "Eskimos are obviously caught between two ages, one with technology
and onc old and traditional. They cannot return to their old ways but they could receive
assistance from modern technology.” especially in radio communications.™!

As the government moved towards the acceptance of difference, the IODE's
response was to retreat to a 'private’ sphere where it would not have to deal with the
intense and uncomfortable contradictions in its work. Collaboration at conferences with
members of government was replaced by collaboration with the wives of public servants.
More and more, the IODE came to rely upon informal women's networks, which often
operated through high society connections. In 1973, for example, Mrs Michener, wife of
the governor general, after a discussion with Commissioner Stuart M. Hodgson of the
Northwest Territories, suggested to the IODE that it provide hearing aids.*? Michener was
also responsible for introducing infant incubators for the North. By the beginning of the
1970s the initial IODE grand schemes had given way to more modest and localized health
and education projects. In supplying the most up to date equipment, the IODE forged
ahead with its belief in modernizing the North, while at the same time it situated itself
in a feminine realm of benevolence, care, and charity, providing aid to women and

children. Heavily bureaucratised residential schooling had not needed the IODE, but as

© NAC MG28 117, 26, 1. "Operation Help Me" typed July 1972.
4 Ibid.

2 st Thomas Times., Ontario. 19 June 1973.
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these schools became increasingly unacceptable to all concerned. there was an increased
demand for the IODE to work with children. Hospital supplics. especially x-ray machines
and hearing aids, representing highly valued forms of technological progress, became
IODE projects, making up for government underfunding. The provision of such cquipment
reinforced the identity of Canada as modern and progressive.

The Focus on Labrador

By 1977, many of the schemes initiated by the IODE were taken over by the
government and IODE support was no longer nceded in the North, particularly the
Northwest Territories, so that in 1979, the IODE turned to the second major phase of its
work: with the Native peoples of Labrador. There is no doubt that the work of the IODE
in Labrador has been voluminous and remains underpublicised. Especially in Ontario,
Quebec and Atlantic Canada, but all across Canada, IODE chapters have contributed to
the many projects. It is estimated that more than $2 million was raised and spent in
Labrador between 1979 and 1993.** Figure 9.1 maps the 1992 locations of aid to Labrador
and the Northwest Territories from IODE Ontario provincial headquarters.

Despite the low visibility of their work outside of Labrador, the IODE claim that
people in Labrador know who they are. One member who has been to Labrador recalls
that on dropping into the tiny village of Red Bay by helicopter, unannounced:

We were walking in to a school, nobody knew we were coming, and there

was absolutely no question that everybody knew who we were. And who

IODE was. The first group said, well, we're just using the map that you've
sent, and somebody else, these are your skates and your skis, just like that.

. “3 National Headquarters IODE. Unpublished 1993 IODE report.



But they'd had no chance at all to prepare and pull their stuff out.™

Changes in Canadian identity arc reflected in the spaces and identities of the
IODE's work in Labrador. The importance of gender in work done by the IODE has
become more important than ever. The reliance on informal, class-based networks has
been maintained and reinforced. Reminiscent of tumn-of-the-century philanthropists. the
IODE works most in the areas of education and health care. The IODE now has virtually
no direct contact with government; instead. it contacis individual teachers and nurses,
asking them what their schools and hospitals need. The IODE finds itself still operating,
now very awkwardly, with ideals of modernization and assimilation and, as a
consequence, continues to retreat from more overt attempts at canadianization to
'feminine’ spheres of care and nurture, with the emphasis on children, rather than citizens
in general. There is more satisfaction with projects which give "boosts" to a variety of
needs, rather than the highly visible hall building of the past. This move can be summed
up in the 1994 national president’s recent comments regarding a new substance abuse
initiative:

Now our "good works" are being channelled in a different direction. We

are paving the way for a peer counselling program to help combat

substance abuse in Labrador. If we can save the life of one child, if we
can give one child renewed hope, our efforts will be rewarded.™

" Gone is the staunch language of assimilation, patriotism and canadianization. Now talk

* Interview, 25 February 1994. Toronto, Ontario.

¥ Echoes. 359, 4, 1993/4.
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is of "good works". individual hope and charity.

This change in scale is reflected in the IODE's official status. Where in its
beginning ycars the IODE used staunchly to declare that it was a patriotic order and not
a charitable or bencvolent organisation. it has now reversed its rhetoric. The IODE is now
officially a charity. possessing a charitable number Irom the government, and is somewhat
fearful of being 'political’. lest their charity number be taken away. Members today seem
much more comfortable talking knitting and providing food for children than about the
economic development of the North.

Whereas in the Northwest Territorics cducation and weltare were arcas of
government intervention, in Labrador they have increasingly become the responsibility of
the IODE. Distant residential schools arc no longer acceptable to cither Inuit or
government, leading to more need in local schools for IODE help. Education is stiil seen
by the IODE as an essential tool by which the people of Lubrador can improve their
‘quality of life', the looser phrase now used in place of the rhetorics of progress and
modernization. Education is the key to becoming employable, and becoming employable
is the way to economic progress and cultural assimilation. In 1982 the IODE established
a bursary fund to provide students from Labrador with funds for education in Canadian
universities. The IODE has equipped an industrial arts room at Happy Valley-Goose Bay,
and has recently been equipped "to help students stay in school and become
employable.™® Chapters across Canada ‘adopt’ underfunded schools in Labrador and

supply them with equipment. One Quebec member says:

% Echoes, 358, 1, 1993.
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. They don't have books to read, they need books. So what we do. in our

chapter, is we send them books und magazines or we give them a new

subscription to them, whatever they like. And for Christmas we send them

favours, candics, and little chocolate Santa Clauses so that they can receive

these things and have a little bit of Christmas too just like we have because

most of them are Inuit and they know nothing about having wonderful

little partics and we send them party hats.”

Because learning is not possible when children are cold and tired the IODE prepares
children for lcarning by providing food and clothing. The snack pack programme in the
schools of Labrador provides milk. juice, fruit and cheese. The same Quebec member
describes how her chapter is occupied providing clothing:

Then our chapter last year did a whole knitting of slippers for their feet,

because a lot of them come out of their boots and they're cold and they

run around in their bare feet, so we give them a pair of slippers each. And

recently we sent them nineteen little tuque hats.*
The province of Ontario IODE operates a project called 'footwear for kids'. Says a
member of the project in Ottawa:

The children up North didn't have proper boots, so we made arrangements

with different footwear manufacturers, raised money, and sent shipments

up to different areas. That's when we discovered that the children didn't

have socks, so we used to send up socks.”
Crisis and Retreat

The work of making the North the same as the South makes sense only as long

as the North is recognised as different from the South. The more that members of the

“nterview, 22 November 1993. Montreal, Quebec.
* Ibid.
. * Interview, 4 November 1994. Ottawa, Ontario.
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IODE perceive the North as changing to become like the South. the less needy the North
becomes, and no more deserving of help than people in the other cities and regions of
Canada.® Because of this contradiction. it is necessary to sustain selectively the North as
other. Prominent IODE members have made trips 10 'inspect’ the work in the North. The
early trips to the Northwest Territorics were full of pomp and ceremony, as presidents of
the IODE were received by politicians and governors general. In trips to Labrador in
1979, 1981. 1985, 1987. 1989 and 1993, there was much more of a 'hands on' attempt at
interaction. Those women interviewed who went on some of these trips showed great
enthusiasm and determination. "It was u thrilling cxperience of a lifctime”, says one
woman who went to Labrador in 1993. "It was beautiful, majestic, glorious scenery. 1 still
dream about it. It's so different. You can't imagine."*! From a 1989 tour another woman
describes her impressions of a community as "Mud Lake is a beautiful little community
with well-kept homes, a pretty little church, and a two-room school with a small
teacherage attached."
The irony of encouraging difference while secking assimilation is apparent in the
arts, where the IODE has selectively fostered Western-influenced Inuit arts, crafts and
legends. The national headquarters of the IODE in Toronto and the provincial

headquarters in Ontario are testimony to the regard that the IODE has for Native art. Here

%0 For a discussion of change and diversity in Canadian cities sce S. H. Olson and A.
L. Kobayashi. "The Emerging Ethnocultural Mosaic", 138-152, in Larry S. Bournc and
David F. Ley. 1993, The Changing Sociul Geography of Canadian Cities. Montreal,
Kingston, London and Buffalo: McGill-Queen's University Press.

5! Interviewl, 24 February 1994. Toronto, Ontario.

52 Jear. Throope, Echoes, 348, 6, 1989-90.
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lokens of appreciation from the North abound. There arc mooschair flowers, soap stone
carvings and quilts made by schooi children. Certain creative arts and music have also
been encouraged. The provision of musical instruments has enabled the formation of
bands. In 1981. the IODE paid the air transportation costs of $6,000 for approximately
70 students living in isolated villages to travel to a creative arts festival in Goose Bay.®

The 'othering’ of the North has very much to do with its geography. Whereas in
the first stage of IODE work in the North the landscape was seen as contributing to the
plight and desperation of northern peoples now, despite its harsh climate, the landscape
of the North is perceived as beautiful. This is more in tune with the acclimatization and
'race’ beliefs held carlier in the century. Positive images contribute to the romanticising
of the place and the people who live there. In contrast to an urban landscape of dirt and
concrete, there is something awesome and inspirational attributed to the vast, severe
North. A woman on a 1980 coastal tour of Labrador reports that at times she seemed to
be in "another world."™ Another woman describes her impressions:

You really have to turn your head off, or turn it around or do something,

you can not judge normally. No you can not. But it's fascinating to see, oh

1 find the people who've chosen to go there for their teaching career or a

F}z::: S?f their teaching career just marvellous. It's a different way of life

There is & romantic "warm fuzzy" way of viewing the children. Says another member

who went to Labrador in the early 1980s; "But I like to think of the bright eyed little kids

3 Echoes. 326, 16, 1982.
¥ Echoes, 317, 6. 1980.

* Interview1, 24 February 1994. Toronto, Ontario.
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of all kinds of funny mixed bloods and mixtures that [ saw. wearing our boots or our
mits, or having our breakfasts."™ The contradiction surfaces in that although the goal is
to rescue "Canadian” children from having to "live like that in this land"." real rescue is
no longer the objective of a diverse Canadian identity.

Ironically. whereas they started out concerned with issues of national security and
economic growth, aid to adults is now abandoned. with cfforts being concentrated on
individual children and the youth. Says on¢ member:

The children are beautiful. They have so little opportunity. Their traditional

way of life and values have been destroyed. I'm dubious of a way out,

They can't go back. It's a tragic situation. I hope they can be helped.™

The second phase of the IODE's work in Labrador. still operating looscly within
a rhetoric of modernization and assimilation, is no longer in tune with government policy
and is in a period of crisis and retreat. The North is not assimilated into southern Canada,
and in the face of new Native allegiances and demands, governments scem to have
accepted a degree of cultural difference. Changing strategic alliances have scen the
removal of the frantic Cold War-induced need to push into the North. Because there is
less strategic and economic value, there is less pressure to 'modernize’ Native Canadians
living in the North. The romantic notions of the people and land of the North arc being

increasingly abandoned in favour of a vision of despair. Once the vision of the North as

‘other’ disappears, so too will the IODE's mission. Modernization is not happening to the

% Interview, 25 February 1994. Toronto, Ontario.
57 Interviewl1, 24 February 1994. Toronto, Ontario.
5 Thid.
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. extent that was desired, and the 1ODE is silent with respect to new self-governed
territorics und pending land claims.™ Some members now believe, "You can't do much

for these people”,” and that IODE help is "just another drop in the bucket” consisting of

"band aid solutions. I hope they can change. It goes right back in their culture” ® and

"they were living in tents houses until 1950s. Now they're being brought into the

nt

twenticth century." A member in Saskatchewan expresses her sense of hopelessness:

But you know, all of this talk about Davis Inlet. Substance abuse and all

that. Pe wple don't realise the IODE was in there doing work long before

this came out. So it's not because of we haven't tried. And there's problems

in some of thosc places that no volunteer organisation is ever gonna solve.

We can try, but really...*

Overall, the Canadian North has not been assimilated to become a part of Canada
as the IODE sees it. In a postcolonial climate of greater acceptance of difference and
state promotion of multiculturalism, the IODE's earlier vision for the Canadian North is

outmoded.” There is no longer a threat of a Russian invasion, and economic ventures are

more the responsibility of private companies. Organized opposition of Native peoples has

® Ken Coates. ed. 1992. Aboriginal Land Claims in Canada: A Regional Perspective.
Toronto: Copp Clark Pitman.

“ Interview, 14 July 1993. St John's, Newfoundland.
* Interview2, 24 February 1994. Toronto, Ontario.
* Interviewl, 24 February 1994. Toronto, Ontario.
* Interview, 20 April 1994. Meota, Saskatchewan.

* For a discussion of multiculturalism see Audrey Kobayashi 1993. "Multiculturalism:
Representing a Canadian Institution.” 205 - 231 in James Duncan and David Ley eds.
. Place/ Culture/ Representation. London and New York: Routledge.
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forced the government to recognise that assimilation is not possible. or desirable, as
suggested by recognition of Nunavit and the omission of Inuit peoples from the Canadian
Multiculturalism Act of 1988.°* The IODE, its ideas left behind in a different time and
place, has moved to where they are most comfortable, and will be the least challenged.

Other 'imperial' facets of the IODE's work are challenged as well. The I0DE's
message of assimilation and canadianization is no longer representative of hegemonic
identity in Canadian society and hence the IODE no longer occupies a privileged position
in articulating such identity. As well, the IODE's other work has become increasingly
challenged. The organization is no longer welcome or relevant at courts, except to provide
food and refreshments. Professionals are employed as interpreters and government
services provide English lessons. As the structure of citizenship courts changes, crosion
of the IODE presence has' varied according to local actors from place to plice. In New
Brunswick IODE had been stopped from participating in the way that they uscd to; "we
always gave little welcome cards, Canadian flag pins or maple leafs. And they asked us
not to do that anymore. In fact we find more and more that the government is taking over
things like that."* In Toronto some members are still making welcome speeches, even if
they have the feeling that the judges don't like them doing s0.” The food that was so

essential at the ports in the 1920s is superfluous at the courts. In Saskatchewan members

 Government Printer, Ottawa. Section 2 of the 1988 The Canadian Multiculturalism
Act states that "The Yukon and the Northwest Territories as well as Indian bands and
band councils, are excluded from the application of the Act in compliance with the
ongoing process of delegation of powers by the Government of Canada”.

% Interview, 25 October 1993. Saint John, New Brunswick.

 Interview, 25 February 1994. Toronto, Ontario.
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still hold receptions and serve lunch,* British Columbia members recently served 15
dozen cookies at such a reception.”” but the days of handing out patriotic literature and
gifts are drawing to a close.

The structure of the courts has changed over the last 20 years, adapting to
demands for less ceremony, more vigorous cost cutting, and multiculturalism. In 1993 the
government announced a plan to terminate the system of patronage under which
citizenship court judges were appointed. A Saskatchewan member laments the day she
heard about this change, and her spontaneous comment reflects the complexity and
ambiguity of the IODE's work with immigrants, its backward and its forward look:

I didn't hear all of this until this morning. This is where I said yesterday,
let's get on that bandwagon. We had a citizenship court judge as our guest
speaker, at our banquet and she had tears in her eyes when she heard. Now
they're talking about doing away with the patronage and the amount of
money that they're paying for these judges, but when they appointed these
judges, we liked the system as it was before, we were very involved with
teaching English in a lot of cases, helping them with their questions, their
rights and responsibilities, all of this we were there for them. At every
session, and often we would take them aside to make sure that they knew
things. Well that's all at an end. The judges just sat down and talked to
them. We never quite knew what the judge was saying, and what was
happening and what they knew to become Canadian citizens and now it's
going to be even less. They're going to be able to slip into this country as
just anybody and it's time for us to get on the bandwagon for this and say
this isn't good enough. But we'll be called radical. But why not be radical
if we believe in something?™

“ Interview, 18 April 1994. Regina, Saskatchewan.
* Interview, 29 April 1994. Vancouver, British Columbia.

™ Interview, 17 April 1994. Regina, Saskatchewan.
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Conclusion

For the vast majority of women in the IODE today, the North remains an almost
mythical landscape of difference, despair and degradation. Thousunds of women,
especially in Ontario, continue to knit. They make garments for people they may never
meet, but they feel a great sense of motivation to give to children they think of as 'the
needy’. The human contact for the majority of members is through letters and photos from
their adoptees:

And it's wonderful the contact. We had a marvellous teacher not too long

ago and she sent us a video all about the children, it was so much fun to

see them out in the snow and everything so this work is helping another
area of the World - well of our own country.”

Despite the change in location of IODE work, there is continuity with pust idcology.

! Interview, 4 November 1993. Ottawa, Ontario,
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CHAPTER TEN: FRAGMENTED CONTINUITY
Colonialism in twentieth century Canada has operated as a totalizing discourse,
administered not by the force of a colonizing power, but by the mimicry of descendants
from the constructed British imperial centre. These descendants built a colonial identity
that in its ideal manifestation asserted universal dominance and control, demanding that
all difference assimilate or cease to exist. This thesis has used the IODE to represent this
identity; as a process that is constantly changing, and produced in a recursive relationship
to the threats and resistance that, at specific moments, challenge its composition.
Centering the IODE as a group allows for inquiry that challenges and collapses essential
theories of public and private, of masculine and feminine and the everyday and the
theoretical, looking insiead to the intersections of identity in multiple geographic
locations, and seeking where and how these positions came together at specific moments
to construct Canada.
Shifting Spaces
Tracing the historical geography of the IODE reveals the shifting focus of colonial
identity from imperial space to national space. There is a recurring theme that threats
from difference force the IODE to re-define the hegemonic. In the early years of the
century it was the threat of immigrants from less desirable positions on the 'racial
hierarchy' that led the IODE to work for British immigration. It was also because of the
fear that immigrants would not assimilate that the IODE focused on canadianization and,
in doing so, more clearly defined a Canadian identity based upon features from Canadian

space. War-time forced the IODE to defend and define itself against the enemy, serving



229
the 'mother country’ in an ever-stronger capacity. while war memorialization. which
continues today, perpctuated memory and simultaneously promoted national identity
through the education of future generations. During the Cold War, Communists were the
enemy, with the IODE focusing on the threat to Canadian space and identity, and in
“combatting Communism," re-defining principles of Canadian democracy and citizenship.

Canadian identity is now located in Canadian space, with conquest, progress.
modernization. and assimilation of all difference no longer considered unquestioned
objectives. Despite this fragmentation of previous universals. there remains strong
continuity with the past. The IODE's work in the Canadian North at once shows the most
complete relocation of colonial identity from British imperial space to Canada, and
captures the contemporary fragmentation of a previously totalizing Canadian identity.
IODE members still mention "a bright future” for the Canadian North, but the discourse
of modernization and canadianization is muted. One woman, when asked about how
successful she thinks the work in the North is, focused on providing children with food
and education as the way to a bright future.! With the belief in modernization and
progress in question, projects are becoming increasingly local, and there are doubts as to
how much longer the Labrador project can last.

Ironically, as the essential identity of ‘woman' is generally being challenged, the
IODE is now most comfortable in 2 maternal space of charity, benevolence and gendered
care, without the overarching patriotic purpose that it asserted earlier in the century. As

figures 10.1 and 10.2 show, no longer is the IODE visible marching through streets on

! Interview, 25 February 1994. Toronto, Ontario.



Figure 10.1 NAC PA 187893 1951. National Annual Meeting in Ottawa. Placing
the Wreath on the Cenotaph



Figure 10.2 IODE Thrift Store. April 1994. Calgary, Alberta.
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Remembrance Day, presenting briefs to government. or having its latest opinions featured
in newspapers, Instead activity continues in private muted ways that are sometimes
embarrassed about the past.
Fragmentation
The IODE represents the contemporary fragmentation of a totalizing hegemonic
colonial identity in 2 number of ways. Most striking is the donation of its written archive.
In 1979 the IODE gave the vast majority of its documented history to the then "Public”
Archives of Canada. These records would have taken up a considerable but not
unmanageable amount of space in the IODE national chapter offices in Toronto.
Consistent with its focus on imperial knowledges, the IODE has always taken a great
interest in its history and hus gone to great lengths to keep complete records. A
meticulous collection of minute books, scrapbooks, memorabilia, magazines and
publications exists from 1900. In the post-World War I years a press agency was
subscribed to, clipping news items containing IODE coverage from across Canada. With
its continual mission of producing Canada for future generations through knowledge of
the past, it makes sense that the IODE should want its records to be stored in a place
where there will be access to all. Significant, however, is the symbclic spatial shift that
the donation involved. It is not coincidental that the collection was donated at the same
time as the IODE sought a clean break from its history and a transformation into a very
different organization. The donation was a way of physically moving its written memory
from contemporary offices, into the ‘'history' of the National Archives of Canada.

Physically out of sight, it would be more possible for the IODE's history to be out of
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'mind"; located in the past.

This attempt to forget the past is not possible, as the transformations of colonial
identity are still present in Canada today. Literature on colonialism that generalizes about
colonial process often implies a rupture in political rule or un event of cultural resistance
as 2 defining moment in the identity of nations. As Canadian hegemonic identity.
however, has been controlled by anglo-celtic immigrants from the imperial centre,
changes to identity are not about making a clean break from the colonial to the post-
colonial, erasing past rules and dominance. Rather, change is about the perpetuation of
British values and their adaptation to Canadian space. As representatives of this
transformation, the IODE has continued to argue for the importance of the tenets of
British colonialism, especially the monarchy, to Canada.

In 1968 the IODE presented a brief on the monarchy to the special joint
committee of the senate and the house of commons on the constitution, urging renewed
importance on the place of the monarchy in Canuda.® Within this continuity, however,
there was a realization that Canadian identity was no longer totalizing. By 1971 the IODE
was insecure about its image being perceived as influential, and when it sent a brief to
the special joint committee on the constitution of Canada it sought the support of ‘other’
groups, "those with Canadian backgrounds of several generations but of other than British
heritage, for example Italian, Ukrainian, Chinese, thus widening the base of operations

and avoiding the inevitable WASP label."* Here there is evidence of a limited acceptance

2 NAC MG28 117, 8, 1968. The IODE Crown and Canada Committee.

* NAC MG28 17, 10.
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of multiculturalism, although it was still unguestioned that all Canadians accept
hegemonic identities. such as the monarchy. It is not surprising that the IODE saw no
need for the Canadian flag to be changed in 1965, or the Canadian constitution 0 be
repatriated in 1981.

In the 1990s. amidst increasing popular doubts in Canada and Britain, IODE
members retain a strong sense of importance for Canada to remain a constitutional
monarchy, stating that "I think that everybody needs something that is pretty well
unobtainable. You need a focus”.* or "I think that the Queen is an enduring symbol, and
that's something that you don't have to worry about going away. You need a head of state
above and beyond..."* Another member believes that the monarchy offers a level of
"protection” that is missing in Amecrican government, where she observed "Ronald
Reagan, who was crazy as a march hare, you know I wouldn't let Ronald Reagan look
after my own chequing account.”

Silences

The biggest silence in the history of the 10DE is the underlying importance of
Canada’s southern neighbour. The influence of the United States, as became very evident
during the Cold War, was a large contributing factor to the focus on Canadian space. On
onc hand, the IODE has considered the United States a republican enemy, threatening

with its politics and culture. Here endless work in film and education, and in the general

* Interview, 25 February 1994. Toronto, Ontario.
* Interview, 20 April 1994. Meota, Saskatchewan.

® Interview. 21 October 1993, Fredericton. New Brunswick.
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promotion of Canadian culture. although not often documented as such, was to ward off
American influences. In fact. however. if attachments to British institutions are stripped
away, the IODE's brand of patriotism. with its emphasis on hard work and fundraising.
has much in common with the United States. Even during the Cold War, when Canada
moved into the Canadian North for strategic reasons that involved a threat from the
United States, the [ODE remained caught in the rhetotics of British democracy. and
adopted American ami.-Communist sentiments.

Another resounding silence is French Canada. Highly placed on the ‘racial
hierarchy'. French Canadians were sometimes referred to as a 'founding race’. but not
considered a serious challenge to the dominant anglo-celtic Canadian identity of the
IODE. they were largely left alone. Opposition to conscription during World War 1 and
IT, although considerable, was in the main geographically confined to Quebec, while
IODE attention was centered on being a loyal member of the British Empire, and not on
addressing domestic problems. It was not until the 1960s that the IODE paid attention to
French Canada, as resistance mounted and there were demands for more recognition of
bilingualism and biculturalism.

It is also significant that in 1978 the IODE changed its name from Imperial Order
Daughters of the Empire to just 'TODE', thus silencing much of its past. Whercas it started
with imperial intentions of women forming throughout the Empire to rally to the support
of the Boer War, the shift from imperial to national space made the name ‘out of date’.
One member explains the change: "we're not really Imperial Order Daughters of the

Empire anymore. Just IODE. But the problem is that everybody wants to know what
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IODE stands for. It really doesn't stand for anything."” This is the contemporary hope of
publicity officers at national headquarters, who are eager to overcome what they perceive
to be the bud connotations of 'Empirc' connections. Amongst other members, however.
there is considerable debate and dissension about the name change that has not changed
from the past:
We've always been called the Order, now it's been taken out of the prayer,
the word Order, now we're an organization, because of letters passed, there
are some of us who are still saying Order in the prayer. We stumble over

it, it's stupid, but I call it the Order. It's distinctive®

Just because we've lost our periods doesn't mean we have to take it out of
our name!’

Now we're IODE. They took the periods out. Which is a bit silly in this
province because all you need is an acute and you're iodé, and we're not
iodine! So I thought that was kind of silly. Weil everybody's taking the
Imperial and all that out of it. That's another reason why not to revive it,
but to start something new. I think that it's rather a lovely name. And we
had different names... irresistible daughters of the evening. That was my
name for it, and therc were others.'

Unable to completely change from the old name due to the sentiments of members, the
IODE is stuck with a name that represents the confusion in its identity; transformed from

the past, yet still strongly attached to it. This is accentuated by an ageing membership that

makes the IODE less open to innovation than it was in the past. Concern over ageing

7 Interview, 8 November 1993, Kingston, Ontario.
* laterview, 18 April 1994. Regina, Saskatchewan.
® Interview, 21 April 1994. Calgary. Alberta.

° Interview, 12 February 1994. Sillery, Quebec.
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demographics emerged in the mid-1960s, when the IODE asked "are we dinosaurs?""
From this time on there has beer a concerted effort to remain as innovative and 'up to
date’ as the IODE was when it started out with the marking of graves in 1900. The
chapters of this thesis are testament to the numerous incelligent and insightful works of
the IODE in all arcas of Canadian education, health and welfare.

Re-Presentation

Representing surpassed colonial attachment, the IODE badge has been transformed
to regain its relevance. Its imperial foundations with the crown symbolizing the British
monarchy, the Union Jack flag for Britain and Empire, surrounded by a seven pointed
outward-radiating star; one point for each of the major territorics of the Empire. is not
representative of identity in Canadian space and so has been unotficially replaced with
a logo of four red maple leaves. Contemporary members are aware that there is no longer
an Empire., and articulate the transformed relevance of the old badge to the
Commonwealth; "Even on our badge. that seven point star, they're all parts of the
Commonwealth. So we would have to relate to it, or otherwise there wouldn't be much
sense to wear it, or to wear it proudly.”"
The class membership of the IODE is no longer universal. From being an clite

group of women in long white dresses, hats and gloves, often the wives of doctors,

lawyers and businesspeople, contemporary members are "just ordinary people,” who are

! Echoes, Summer 1966, 263, 2. Editorial.

2 Interview, 24 April 1994. Calgary, Alberta.
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"much more relaxed.”” A contemporary member who considers herself not to be
"typical”, and with no family history of IODE. recalls that in the mid-1950s when her
fricnds asked her to join, "it secmed like a bit of an honour to be asked because it seemed
like all the best people in town belonged to IODE."™ A Calgary members thinks that
IODE has become more flexible. with not so much private and confidential, "or as they
uscd lo say 'on the different levels’, especially at executive levels"; primary chapter
members can now feel comfortable talking to national officers and are told to have fun
while they are working.'® Class change has varied provincially. The prairie provinces and
Ontario appear to be the most diverse, whereas provinces with smaller memberships. such
as Prince Edward Island. have retained their homogeneityv. A Charlotictown paper reported
in the late 1950s that, "the IODE is not a class-conscious organization, though among its
members are women whose social buckground is in the "upper brackets.”'s
Although officially non-dcnominational, in reality the IODE has been
overwhelmingly protestant. and this protestant identity was an important component of
thc IODE's power. One member explains her belief that it was by choice and chance that

at the IODE's beginning it was women from "rich protestant anglo-saxon families” who

had the time to join the JODE and that it "just happened that those were the people who

'* Interview, 20 April 1994. Meota. Saskatchewan.
¥ Ibid.
> Interview, 24 April 1994. Calgary, Alberta.

'* Charlottetown Patriot, 6 June 1958.
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arrived" when the mayors called meetings after receiving Clark Murrav's telegram.'” All
forms of protestantism are represented. from Anglican to Presbyterian to the United
Church of Canada. Although members and written documents insist that denomination is
not important, with closed membership there are recollections of excluding and
blackballing Caholics."

As hegemonic coloniul identity fragments. there is an opening up to members with
diverse religious belicfs;. This is seen as a strength by a contemporary catholic member
in Fredericton, who believes that the IODE gives a chance for women who come from
different religions to be involved: "It doesn't matter what church you belong to, you can
belong.”" Overall, however. there remains a Christian mainstream, with strong religious
undertones that still extend to education:

I went 1o my grandchildren's school for Christmas, and there was a lot of
controversy about the schools being Christian when we have so many
ethnics coming in, and I went to that programme and peopic who had the
highest profile positions in those plays and concerts that they put on were
the Indians, the Orientals, the whole bit, they loved it. You talk to the
Jewish people, they say that when they went to schools they loved the
Christian Christmas, it was colourful, it was exciting it they had parts in
plays, they did things. And why is it that if such few people are criticising
that we should be taking it away? Everybody's so afraid of our image. I
really strongly believe that one of the strongest things that we shouid be
supporting at all times, Canadians, being good, and good citizenship. Being
good Canadians.®

7 Interview, 25 October 1993. Saint John, New Brunswick.

'* Interview, 26 October 1993. Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, and
Interview, 27 August 1995. Stanstead, Quebec.

' Interview, 23 October 1993. Fredericton, New Brunswick.

* Interview, 18 April 1994. Regina, Saskatchewan.
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in these contemporary attitudes towards ‘race’. religion and culture, despite an overall
trend towards the acceptance of difference, little has changed from the beginning of the
century. While difference is sometimes accepted, there is the belief that assimilation is
actually in the best interests of different religions and ethnicities. Indeed, this is presented
as a principle of the Christian Church.

Despite changing class composition. there is an overall continuity in membership
formed from family and social networks. The anglo-celtic Canadian-centered membership,
defined in terms of the colonial identity that the IODE has promoted, still dominates. A
member in Regina ‘defends’ her background, against the snobby treatment she received
from the Victoria League in London:

And I have quite the background. I think that I can stand up with the best

of them. I'm very proud of the fact that my grandfather came out to this

arca at 16 years old in 1382, and his mother followed the next year as a

widow with cight children. And homesteaded and got her landclaim in her

name. Grandpa was mayor of Regina twice. There are several buildings

named after him in Regina. He was a very prominent person, a lawyer.

The other side of my family, my mother's side, have been here from 1912

on, grandpa was an entrepreneur, very active in the church and masons and

things like that, very invoived, but a farmer, that too, we're all very basic

people. And I myself have been honoured to have received several awards,

volunteer awards and what have you and I've been very involved in
heritage.
With members in national positions there is evidence of family networks. Says a Toronto
member "My mother was in it, a life member of Toronto, Ontario and national. I grew

up with it and then joined in 1976."*' Another member says that she was "born into

IODE." Her Grandmother was a member in Regina, her Mother was national president.

*! Interview?2, 24 February 1994. Toronto. Ontario.



and her daughter is a fourth generation IODE member.**

Joining IODE after marriage. invited by a new mother-in-law, is a frequent
practice that has made many members literally ‘daughters’. A Toronto member joined in
the late 1950s. when her mother-in-law's chapter that had been together since before
World War I was looking for ncw members. They took in a group of vounger members
and became a two-level chapter. "which was not entirely successtul, because we were ail
so polite and nice and aidn't say "sit down mother and be quiet, we're going to do it this
way.” In many ways the IODE has acted as 2 supporter of patriarchy. able to combine
strong maternal currents with work ‘in ‘public’ arcnas., Some of the most influential
policies have come from a small number of "unclaimed treasures," prominent in the
Canadian public and private sectors.

From Patriotism to Charity

In contemporary times, the founding patriotism that made the IODE unique as an

organization of women primarily concerned with citizenship, is officially replaced with

‘charity’ and a focus on children. Mcanwhile, unofficiaily, patriotism has remained, with

= Interview, 4 November 1993. Ottawa, Ontario.

> Interview, 25 February 1994. Toronto, Ontario. In Eastern Ontario a member
was invited along to a meeting by her Mother-in-law soon after she was married; "It
had closed membership at that time. We had 70 people in the chapter. And you had to
wait your turn, and when you were invited..." Interview, 9 October 1993.
Campbellford, Ontario. Another member in British Columbia joined when she was
nearly married. Her sister-in-law lived in West Vancouver and she called her to see if
she was interested in a new chapter that was forming. Interview, 29 April 1994.
Vancouver, British Columbia. A Regina member's Great Aunt had been a Provincial
President and was happy to hear that she had joined; "She was so pleased when I went
up and told her that I had joined IODE, and she didn't have any family of her own. So
I had made her day."Interview, 18 April 1994. Regina, Saskatchewan.
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a focus no longer on the British Empire, but the Canadian nation. A Regina member
rejects the perception that the IODE should be embarrassed for being "flag wavers" and
proudly flies her flag on every Canadian occasion: "I've had kids come to my door, and
say what have you got your flag out there for? And I'll say 'well this is such and such
day, and I feel proud to be a Canadian, aren't you proud to be a Canadian?"** A Calgary
member was drawn to IODE by its patriotism:

[ guess that one of the things was that it was patriotic. And I've always

really been a proud Canadian... I'm really concerned about my country...I

want to keep Canada a country that my family, my kids, and my grandkids

can be safe in. And be proud of. So I guess that's why I work for Canada,

because [ think if you're working for the IODE you're working for your

country.”

Patriotism may be centered in Canada, but British colonial attitudes from the past remain
the dominant influence when a New Brunswick member asserts her enduring patriotism:
I've always been patriotic. [ really have been. Probably unnecessarily. [ can
remember when we were first married and we were listening to a show on
radic and they ended with God Save the King and I stood up in bed just
to be facetious, but that's how much I felt you should stand up for God

Save the King. My husband laughed at me, he said really, you know,
standing up in bed.”®

Over the years, fundraising has moved away from containing patriotic content, to
involving anything that makes money. There is continuity though, and the retention of

fundraisers of large scope and orgunization, such as operating coat checks and taking

* Interview, 18 April 1994. Regina, Saskatchewan.
> Interview, 24 April 1994. Calgary, Alberta.

* Interview, 25'0ctober 1993. Saint John, New Brunswick.
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entries at exhibitions.” After World War II fashion shows, a transmutation of previous
pageants, became a popular and nationwide fundraising event for the IODE. For
individual chapters, a large event such as a fashion show could raise enough money in
a single evening to keep the chapter's budget going for a year.™ While bridge parties were
a common event in the past. enjoyed by many members, running. but not playing. bingo

1s now widespread:

Lot of it's bingo these days. [ try with fundraising. A lot of times I've
bought something and donated it for a raffle, and made up the tickets. But
everybody hates buying tickets, and I'm not much for bake sales, a good
tried and true. But I think that a lot of times you work for a few days
doing the baking and then you turn around and buy it back. We do
catering too, we have the bridge club, fashion shows... Some chapters
make fruit cakes for Christmas and Christmas Puddings. We used to have
hockey pools for the Stanley Cup play-offs.”

While exercise and fitness were important parts of the IODE's constructions and
Justifications of 'racial preferences’, competitive sports is a notable silence. Given the

strong connections between empire unity, drilling for war, and competitive sports, it is

*" Interview, 27 April 1994. Vancouver, British Columbia. Some examples are
British Columbia's work of over thirty years at the coat check at Hastings Park. In
New Brunswick a chapter takes entries at the Atlantic National Exhibition for the
handicraft building and for their labour receives 15 hundred dollars. A participant
notes that "If you had to raise that by baking or selling tags or so on! It's an enjoyable
way and we give prizes to school children for their entries and handicrafts”. Interview,
November 1993. Saint John, New Brunswick.

* Interview, November 1993. St John's, New Brunswick.

¥ Interview, 20 April 1994. Meota, Saskatchewan. An Ontario member notes that
"we have a strawberry luncheon in the Spring. In every chapter we have bingo and
make fantastic money...usually you work so hard to raise money and now they're
doing it the modern way of bingos." Interview, 9 October 1993. Campbeliford,
Ontario. :
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ironic that the IODE is absent in this powerful twentieth century agent of popular
nationalism. But as a bastion of masculinity, more so than the spaces of politics and
parliament, commerce and academia, the sporting arena was not the place of the IODE.
Conclusion

Over the twentieth century, Canadian colonial identity has dramatically changed.
From mimicking a British imperial 'centre’ in population, economics, politics, and culture,
Canada is now a globaily powerful, multicultural nation state, whose identity is centered
in its geographic location. The IODE represents this process as an important part of the
historical/cultural geography of Canada. All of the IODE's negotiation in its work through
and between different spaces has come together with the purpose of producing a strong
Canada and Canadian citizens in the image of Britain. Gendered tasks. such as offering
school prizes and scholarships, providing care at ports, and catering at citizenship courts,
allowed the IODE access to immigrants and children. Privileged social position allowed
access to education boards, government and commerce. These were the spaces of
colonialism and indeed, as a group the IODE has arguably done more than any other in
Canada during the twentieth century to produce and perpetuate colonial identity. Yet,
because of the masculinist, imperial division of space that is often used to understand
colonialism, and upon which the construction of colonial identity itself has depended, as
women the IODE was and is not considered important. As itself a supporter of totalizing
identity. being considered unimportant has not necessarily been a uniform disadvantage
for the IODE. Rather, combining 'race' and class positions, the IODE was able to access -

gendered feminine as well as masculine spaces. In this way, the IODE's history reveals
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a complicated relationship to a patriarchy that is not as stable as often assumed. The
notion of an essential 'woman' identity. of class-less. 'naturally’ peaceful and nurturant
caregivers, is shown as simplistic and misleading. The IODE can not be treated as
separate from patriarchy, masculine identity and public spaces as it helped to produce
these constructions as part of its overall standpoint as national and imperial citizens.

As colonial identity was hegemonic, claiming tota! dominance and demanding the
assimilation of all difference, it was threats and not silences that led the IODE to defend
and define Canada. This allowed French Canadian identity to exist in the main as non-
threatening until the 1960s. Over the years, a series of threats to anglo-celtic principles,
such as immigrants, war and Communists, forced the IODE to define a Canadian identity
that was increasingly constructed in Canadian space and subjectivities. Canadianization,
war work, memorialization, education, health and welfare were some of the many ways
of producing this identity. In contemporary times, the IODE represents the fragmentation
of such totalizing identity. Although the ‘racial hierarchy’ is officially dismantled, its
prejudices continue, and there is still strong support for old universal attachments, such
as the monarchy, and a Canada within the Commonwealth. Rather than 2 clear break with
the past, as the official donation of the archive, and the name and badge changes might
at first indicate, there is an underlying continuity and re-presentation of a strong
‘mainstream’.

While the 'race’ and class components of colonial identity are destabilized, it is
gendered private spaces of charity, constructed as peripheral in the production of

hegemonic space, that now offer the most stable domain for the [ODE. Whereas the
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‘maternal’ was constructed at the beginning of the century to support patriotism and
citizenship in a colonial identity, at the end of the century the maternal is constructed to
support individual charity. Due to such constructions, the IODE is able to carry-on its re-
presented ideas in spaces that shield its enduring patriotic motives. This thesis has
examined how such shifting relattonships between space and idenuity have produced
Canada. It has given the IODE a place in the production of colonial identity and has

offered arguments as to how this identity was constructed.
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