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Abstract

Immigrant Arabs and Immigrant Jews in Montreal:
Their Social Interaction and Attitudes Toward the Arab-Israeli Conflict

Hadeel Abdo

This study is an attempt to explore the social interaction of immigrant
Arabs and immigrant Jews in Montreal and their attitudes toward the Arab-Israeli
conflict. It examines the relationship between religiosity, friendship, and attitudes
toward the conflict. As well, the thesis studies whether there is a change in
immigrant Arabs’ and immigrant Jews' attitudes toward the conflict and level of
social interaction after immigrating to Canada. | have conducted face-to-face
interviews with immigrant Arabs and immigrant Jews to obtain my data. The
findings reveal that the influence of religiosity on the attitudes toward the conflict
is stronger than its influence on friendship. The results also show that friendship
influences on immigrant Arabs and immigrant Jews’ attitudes toward the conflict.
The findings indicate that the tendency for immigrant to keep the same attitudes
toward the conflict is higher than the tendency to change the attitudes toward the

conflict after immigration. The results vary depending on ethnicity.
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Introduction

When | first came to Montreal, the first person who helped me at McGill
University was my Teaching Assistance (TA), Randy, who is a Jew. | asked
myself: “Is it possible that he, my enemy, would help me even if he knew that |
am an Arab and a Palestinian? How can | interact with one who is supposed to
be my enemy'?” | needed his help and he did help me in my studies. We
discussed many issues related to the course and my research interests. At that
time, | was interested in researching interfaith relationships. We talked a lot
about that issue.

One day, Randy told me about a group of Arabs and Jews who were
organizing a program for CKUT- Radio McGill. He handed to a draft of the radio
show’s objectives. The main objective of the show was to try to build a bridge
between Arabs and Jews through cultural knowledge: exploring each other's
culture, our similarities, differences and so forth. The radio show was not
political though the context was political. We rarely talked about politics,
however, bringing Arabs and Jews together made it political. | was interested to
know more about this group, so | attended a meeting before the first episode of
the show. | talked to the people involved and I liked what they were doing. At

that stage, | wanted to know who these Jews were who want peace. From this

! In the Middle East the main way Arabs and Jews interact with each other is through borders. There,
Arabs mainly consider Jews the enemy, the bad people, and Israelis are mostly portrayed Arabs as
terrorists.
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radio show, | learned about Jews. | learned to differentiate between Jews,
Israelis, and Zionists, and not put all Jews in the same group. | was able to trust
them to a certain extent, which was a very difficult thing for me to do. | was able
to look to the human being, not to his/her ethnicity or religion. | leamed to look at
the beliefs, opinions and the ideas that a person is fighting for and then decide if
| want to interact with them or not. And | learned to choose Jewish friends in the
same way | choose other friends, and to not exclude them simply because they
are Jews .

Getting involved in such a challenge was a factor in making me choose to
study Arabs’ and Jews' attitudes toward the Arab-lsraeli conflict, as well as their
social interaction in Montreal. | wanted to know if the social interaction between
Arabs and Jews in Montreal was higher than in the Middle East, 'taking into
consideration the increased opportunities of contact.

Consequently, the aim of this research is to determine the level of social
interaction in Montreal between Muslim Arabs and Jews, the changes in
attitudes, if any, and the degree of change in attitudes toward the conflict. My
research questions are: What are the attitudes of Arabs and Jews in Montreal
toward the Arab-Israeli conflict? Do they interact with each other socially? What
kind of social interaction do they have? Are Arab’s and Jews’ attitudes and
social interaction in Montreal different than those of Arabs and Jews in the
Middle East? What are the factors that influence Arabs’ and Jews’ attitudes

toward the conflict, and influence their social interaction in Montreal?
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My study examines the relationships among three variables: religiosity,
friendship, and attitudes toward the conflict. From these relations, the following
three hypotheses emerge:
¢ The first hypothesis (H1) states that religious Arabs and Jews are
more likely to oppose the peace process than secular Arabs and
Jews,

¢ The second hypothesis (H2) says that secular Arabs and Jews are
more likely to have friendships with “the other” than are religious
ones, and

4 The third and last hypothesis (H3) has two parts. The first is: Arabs

and Jews who have friendships with “the other” are more likely to
seek peaceful resolutions than those Arabs and Jews who have
formal relationships or no relationships with “the other’. The
second part states that Arabs and Jews who support peace are
more likely to have friendships with “the other”.

My findings reveal that religiosity’s influence on the attitudes toward the
conflict is stronger than religiosity’s influence on the level of social interaction.
The results support, to a large extent, the first and second parts of my third
hypothesis. Besides, the findings indicate the influence of ethnicity on the data:
regarding the hypotheses, the results change depending on the ethnicity of the
respondents (Arab Sample or Jewish Sample).

This thesis is divided into three chapters. The first chapter deals with
literature regarding the Arab-Israeli conflict. Then, it followed by a review about
the different peace agreements signed between Israelis and Arabs and the

criticisms of these agreements with a focus on the Palestinian-israeli

agreements. This section is followed by a review of different studies examining



Arabs’ and Jews' relations and their attitudes toward the conflict. | end the
chapter with the section that shows statistics about Arabs and Jews in Montreal.

Chapter two deals with methodology. The chapter covers the research
problem, the research questions, the definitions of the main concepts in the
study, the proposition, the hypotheses, the operationalization of the concepts,
the sample, the interview guide, and data collection.

The final chapter analyzes the data. In this chapter different quotes from
the interviews are included to explain the findings. | end the thesis with a

conclusion.



Chapter One

Literature Review

The Arab-israeli Conflict: A Brief Review

The Palestinian-Israeli conflict started mainly with the Balfour Declaration of
November 1917, in which the British Government promised to establish “a

national home for the Jewish people" in Palestine.

| have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of
His Majesty's Government, the following deciaration of
sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations which has been
submitted to, and approved by, the cabinet

His Majesty's Government view with favour the
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the
Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to
facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly
understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice
the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish
communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status
enjoyed by Jews in any other countries.

| should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to
the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

(Tessler, 1994: 148; Gilbert, 1993: 8; and Godfrey and
Rushbrooke, 1943: 122)

The letter from Lord Balfour, the British foreign
secretary, to Lord Rothschild, head of the Jewish
community in Britain.

With this declaration, Britain gave the basis for Zionists to build a state for
the Jewish people in the land of Palestine, which was occupied by Palestinian
Arabs who shared equal rights in all aspects with other Arabs in the Arabic
countries.

After World War I, Arabs became more suspicious and annoyed by the
Jewish immigration to Palestine (Godfrey and Rushbrooke, 1943: 124-125); and
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by the Jewish purchases of land (T: essler, 1994: 177), which had started
decades earlier. These circumstances led to several confrontations and clashes
between these two groups. For example, in August 1929 there were outbreaks of
violence in Hebron, Safad, Jaffa and elsewhere, in the course of which 133 Jews
were killed and 339 wounded; whereas on the Arabic side 116 were killed and
232 wounded, mainly by the British police or military forces (Tessler, 1994: 235-
236, Godfrey and Rushbrooke, 1943: 126 and Gilbert, 1993: 13).

From 1933 to 1936, Palestinian attacks were intensified toward the British
Mandatory (Tessler, 1994: 238-239). With the increase in Jews' immigration to
Palestine/lsrael, the confrontations between the Arab Palestinians and Jews
increased again after three years of calmness. The outbreak started in April
1936, and died down with the declaration of World War I This outbreak took
the shape of violent attacks by each group against the other, general strikes
(one of these strikes lasted for six months) (Tessler, 1994: 239-240, and Godfrey
and Rushbrooke, 1943: 127-128), plantation of bombs in the Arab market-places
of Jerusalem and Haifa (Tessler, 1994: 240), and other violent activities.

In 1939 Britain issued the White Paper?, which restricted Jewish
immigration and purchase of land in Palestine/lsrael. This paper satisfied neither
Arabs nor Jews: and, from that day on, Zionists started to put pressure on Britain

to change the regulations that were outlined in that paper. At the same time,

2 For more information about the White Paper refer to Tessler book A History of the Isracli-Palestinian
Conflict (1994), Pp 245-246.

-6-



Arabs wanted Britain and France to be defeated in the war because these
powers had ignored the Arabic countries’ desire for independence after World
War I (Tessler, 1994: 253).

This suggests that Britain did not get the support of Arabs and especially
the Palestinians in the war; rather, they got trouble from both parties at the time
they most needed support. Taking these circumstances into consideration,
Britain "decided to turn over the whole Palestine question to the United Nation"
(Safran, 1969: 27).

The United Nation established a commission of eleven states who had no
interest in Palestine. These states were Australia, Canada, Czechoslovakia,
Guatemala, India, Holland, Iran, Peru, Sweden, Uruguay and Yugoslavia. "The
majority of the commission recommended partition while the minority advocated
a federal state with autonomous Arab and Jewish provinces" (Safran, 1969: 27)
(See Map 1.1). Arabs refused to accept these tWo proposals, considering
Palestine an integral part of the Arab world, while Zionists accepted the majority
proposal.

With the majority of the General Assembly of the United Nations
accepting the partition proposal, and with the Zionists' establishment of Israel in
_May 14, 1948, the violent confrontations between the Palestinians along with
some of the Arabic countries and Israel had started.

On May 15, 1948, a day after Israel announced its independence, the



2 SYRIA “ H
4 L T T T SYRIA
= | Proposals of United Nations
Special Committee R
on Palestine, 1947
o Amman o Amman
TRANSJORDAN TRANSJORDAN
EGYPT 4| Majority Proposal: EGYPT 3 Minoﬁ;y Proposal:
Partition with Economic 7| Federation with State
Union ) / Autonomy
{537 Jewish State / £ Jewish State
= DA aabState % VA apsute
[ s ey [ me— / - . [
o 20 40 5o 6 2 & 7
Mies P nas Miles /;

MAP 1.1 Proposals of United Nations Special Commiittee on Palestinian, 1974
Source: A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (Bloomington & Indianapolis: indiana
University Press, 1994, 260.

military forces of Egypt, Syria, Jordan, and lraq attacked Israel. The Israelis call
this war the war of independence, while Arabs call it al-nagba " the disaster” or
“the catastrophe”. This war ended with an armistice treaty between Israel and
the surrounding Arab countries. Moreover, the war of 1948 resulted in Israel
expanding its territory as agreed upon with the UN (Compare Map 1.1 "the
majority Map "and Map 1.2), and in the Palestinian refugees problem.

The Palestinian refugee problem started with a "deliberate Zionist
campaign of intimidation and terror" (Tessler, 1994: 291) such as the massacres

of Deir Yassin, Khirbet Nasr ad Din near Tiberias and Ein az Zeitun near Safad.
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Source: A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. (Bloomington & Indianapaiis: Indiana
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The aim of such térrorist acts was to coerce Palestinians into leaving their
homeland so Jews could take possession. In order to get rid of the Palestinian
population, Zionists used psychological warfare and terror tactics. In Deir
Yassiﬁ, for example, forces of Irgun and Stern groups entered the village and
massacred 254 defenceless civilians, mutilated many of the bodies and threw
them into a well (Tessler, 1994: 291). Such massacres were used to frighten the
Palestinians and, in most of the cases, provoke them into leaving their lands

when they heard that the Israeli forces were moving toward their villages. For
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example, to encourage the exodus of Palestinians from Arab villages in Huleh
Valley, the Israeli forces gathered those Jews who had contact with Arabs in
these villages and asked them to spread the word that a great Jewish
reinforcement had arrived in Galilee and that it was going to burn all the villages
of the Huleh (Tessler, 1994: 296).

Each year Israel celebrates its independence, whereas Palestinians
remember these violent acts. Such incidents have influenced the image that
Palestinians have of the Israelis. Palestinians, especially after such acts, distrust
Israelis. Palestinians consider these acts of violence to be no better than the
violent acts of the Nazis toward the Jews. For many Palestinians, cooperation
with Jews means betraying those people who were murdered in these incidents.

The Zionists succeeded in expelling more than 800,000 Palestinians to
the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, and Egypt (Tessler, 1994:
280 and Herzog, 1985: 105). Those Palestinian refugees who left their homes
and properties assumed that the situation was temporary and that soon they
would be able to return to their homes. However, the Palestinian refugees were
not allowed to return to their homeland and they are still waiting for a solution.
This is another cause of the hatred that Palestinians have for Jews, and explains
why the conflict has continued for years without either side accepting any kind of
compromise. Keep in mind that poverty and social ills are widespread in these
Palestinian refugee camps, with most residents being heavily dependent on

support from the United Nation and various international and local charitable
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societies (Tessler, 1994: 401). In addition, there are more than a hundred
thousand Palestinians who, until now, have been without nationality. Palestinian
refugees blame Israelis for the miserable situations in which they are living.

In 1956 Israel, France, and Britain attacked Egypt in response to Egyptian
president Jamal Abd-Al-Nasser’s nationalization of the Suez Canal. This war
resulted in the allied forces’ occupation of the Canal Zone, which lay between
the Sinai Peninsula and the rest of Egypt, and also the Gaza strip. However,
through the United Nations and Russia exerting pressure on these forces, Israel,
France and Britain withdrew from these territories. In the 6 Days War (1967),
israel was able to expand its territories to take the Canal Zone and the Gaza
Strip from which they withdrew in 1956, and aiso to occupy the West Bank and
the Golan Height of Syria. (See Map 1.3) This war caused about 225,000 West
Bank Palestinians to flee across the Jordan River and become refugees for the
second time (Tessler,1994: 403).

Also in the Golan Heights about 16,000 Palestinian refugees from the war
of 1948 fled to unoccupied Syria. In Gaza "a population of about 360,000 or
even more according to some estimates, was crowded into the narrow coastal
strip running north from the Israeli-Egyptian border" (T essler, 1994: 401).

The series of wars between Israel and Arab countries continued with
Syria’s and Egypt’s attacks on Israel in 1973. The war resulted in “Israel
[recapturing] most of the territory in Sinai from which it had been forced to

retreat. It also crossed the Suez canal and established positions to the west of
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MAP 1.3 Israel and Occupied Territories, 1964
Source: A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. (Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana
University Press, 1994, 400.

Sinai, in the process encircling the Egyptian Third Army, which remained on the
eastemn side of the canal. Similarly, in the north, the IDF [Israel Defence Force]
retook the territory on the Golan Heights from which it had been expelled and
then drove deeper into Syria, moving eastward along the road to Damascus”

(Tessler, 1994: 477). This war was the last war between Arab countries and

-12-



Israel.

The Israeli-Palestinian confrontations continued with Palestinians
attacking the Israeli territories that have borders with Jordan until the PLO (the
Palestinian Liberation Organization) moved to Lebanon. At that time, the PLO
continued its attacks on Israel from South Lebanon- which borders the northern
parts of Israel (North of Galilee)- besides its activities against Israel inside and
outside Israel.

In June 6, 1982 "...a large Israeli armoured force crossed the Lebanese
border in Operation ‘Peace for Galilee™ (Herzog, 1985: 342). During the Israeli
invasion of Lebanon, the massacre of Sabra and Shatilla took place on
September 18, 1982. Sabra and Shatilla are two large Palestinian refugee
camps in West Beirut. The Israeli General in Beirut coordinated the entry of
Lebanese Phalangist forces®, which are known for their hatred toward the
Palestinians, to enter these Palestinian refugee camps. In these massacres
between 700-2000 defenceless men, women, and children were killed. Although
the Israeli defence forces did not participate in these massacres, they
coordinated them, allowed them to happen and did not stop them once they
started (Tessler, 1994: 559-560). Occurrences such as these contributed to the

Palestinians distrust of the Israelis.

3 "The Phalange party is a militant political movement lead by the Gemayel Family and dedicated to the
principle of Maronite primacy in Lebanon” (Tessler, 1994: 591).
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Peace in the Middie East: An Overview

Introduction
With this history of wars and confrontations, reaching a peace agreement
between Arabs and Israelis was a difficult goal to achieve. The first Arab country
to sign a peace treaty with Israel was Egypt. On September 17, 1979 President
Sadat of Egypt and Prime Minster Begin of Israel signed a peace treaty
«...calling for the return of Sinai to Egypt and, in excha‘nge, the normalization of
relations between Jerusalem and Cairo” (Tessler, 1994: 512).

Although there were many offers to implement peace between Arabs,
especially between Palestinians and israelis, Arabs and Israelis both kept
turning down many peace offers. In the 90's, there were key factors that helped
in putting together a peace treaty between the PLO and Israel. The factors are
the Intifada (The Uprising) and the Gulf War.

After years of waiting for Arabs and the national community to solve the
Palestinian problem, Palestinians in the occupied territories decided to depend
on themselves to fight for their right to self-determination. The resistance took
the shape of youths throwing stones at Israeli soldiers. This movement of 1987
was called the Intifada.

Since the PLO was too fragmented and distant, “[[Jocal committees
established themselves in neighborhoods and villages throughout the West
Bank and Gaza, their purpose was not only to carry forward the Intifada but also

to assume responsibility for a wide range of social services” (Tessler: 687).
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Hamas (The Islamic Resistance Movement) is one of the movements that
became stronger during the Intifada. Hamas rose as an “alternative” to the PLO
after the PLO accepted the existence of Israel and declared its willingness to
negotiate with Israel in 1988. “The rise in popularity and power of Hamas further
caused Arafat and Rabin to look upon eéch other through new eyes. Both men
feared that Hamas might soon overtake the PLO as the object of the people’s
loyalty and standard-bearer of their cause” (Eisenberg & Caplan, 1998: 10).

Moreover, after three years of Israel’s attempt to contain the Intifada,
Israel seemed to observe the Intifada’s message. “...[T]he Intifada was designed
to send the message that there could be no peace so long as Israel continued to
occupy the West Bank and Gaza and refused to come to terms with Palestinian
nationalism: Palestinians also sought to send a second, more positive message.
They sought to tell Israelis and others that there was an alternative to continued
conflict, that they did not seek destruction of the Jewish state but merely to
realize their own national aspirations within the framework of a “two
state”solution to the Israeli-Palestinian dispute” (Tessler, 1994: 717-718).

Consequently, the Intifada impacted the decisions of Israel and the PLO
to accomplish peace. Besides, the Gulf War also played a role in pushing
forward the peace talks between Israel and the PLO.

The PLO'’s support of Iraq during the Gulf War weakened its position in
the area. The Gulf states, which were supporting the PLO financially, reduced

their aid for the orgahization. “With the Palestinian condition deteriorating and
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the PLO estranged from many of its natural Arab supporters, Arafat knew thata
growing number of Palestinians were finding the PLO increasingly bankrupt,
politically as well as financially” (Eisenberg & Caplan, 1998: 10). Losing its
popularity inside and outside the occupied territories, the PLO leadership
decided to intensify the peace talks with Israelis to regain its power within the
Palestinian community.

The Gulf War also affected Israel. During the Gulf War Iraq fired 39
missiles on Israel, which caused property damage, injuries, and loss of life.
Beyond these fears that the attacks caused in the Israeli community, it proved
« the assertion that Israel's vulnerability to missile attacks from lraq showed the
defense of the Jewish state to reside primarily in technology, and only
secondarily in territery” (Tessler, 1994: 742).

We can conclude that "...the Guif War created an opening for a renewed
diplomatic push for Arab-Israeli peace...The war changed the climate of opinion
among many political leaders in the Arab world. Policies rejecting israel’s right to
exist were far less attractive. Militant Arab regimes could place little faith ina
military solution to the Arab Israeli conflict” (Kemp & Pressman, 1997: 11). On
the Israeli side, the Gulf War made Israel realize that “[s]ecure borders with
neighboring Arab countries are best guaranteed by peace treaties and arms
control agreements. For the most ominous threat of weapons of mass
destruction from countries like lran and Iraq, Israel needs the support and

cooperation of Arab countries...” (Kemp & Pressman, 1997: 22)
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Peace Agreements*
These circumstances set the road to negotiations between Israel and the PLO,
which led to the 1993 Oslo agreement, also called the Declaration of Principles
(DOP). The DOP gave the general guidelines for the negotiations to come, and
laid the foundations for a regime of Palestinian autonomy in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip for a transitional period of five years. The five-year transitional period
planned to begin with Israeli troop withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho
and culminate in the transfer of authority in most of the rest of the West Bank “in
all matters except for foreign relations, defense and other mutually agreed
matters”. After this period, a permanent settlement, which dealt not only with the
permanent juridical form of the Palestinians entity but also with Jerusalem,
Israeli settlement, global security arrangements, borders and other matters of
common interests, would take place.

The Gaza-Jericho autonomy Agreement followed the Oslo Agreement.
This agreement is called also the Cairo Agreement or the Oslo | Agreement. The
Oslo | was signed on May 4, 1994. The agreement emphasized Israel military
redeployment from Gaza and Jericho, with Israel staying in control of the
settliement and military locations. This interim period was supposed to last until
May 1999.

On September 28, 1995 the Taba Agreement or Oslo 1l was signed. Oslo

4 Refer to www.stimson.org/cbm/me/docs.htm, for the full texts of the different agreements between Arabs
and Israelis.
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Il focuses on the geographical form of the Palestinian autonomy. The West Bank

and Gaza Strip are divided into three zones: (See Map 1.4)
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Map 1.4 The West Bank, After the Oslo Il Accords

Source: Palestine and the Palestinians. Colorado: Westview Press, 1997, 269.

¢ Area A comprises 3 percent of the total area. It includes Gaza,
Jericho (already taken over in May 1994), Jenin, Qalqilya, Tulkaram,
Nablus, Ramallah, and Bethlehem. “Israeli troops there are to be
redeployed over a period of no longer than six montﬁs to just beyond

the near suburbs, or in a ring round the cities roughly 1 to 2
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kilometres out, in stages from those in the north to the others in the
south (except in the cities of Hebron, where the Israeli military will
continue to be deployed over 25 percent of the heart of the city to
‘protect’ the 400-500 Israeli settlers in the midst of about 150,000
Palestinians, and East Jerusalem)” (Farsoun & Zacharia, 1997: 266).

¢ Area B covers 27 percent of the West Bank where two-third of the
West Bank Palestinians live. “There the Israeli military and
Palestinians police will ‘share’ authority in joint patrols, the
Palestinians overseeing civil affairs and maintaining public order
inside the villages and the Israeli military having ‘overall security
authority,’ including the right to intervene in those villages™ (Farsoun
& Zacharia, 1997: 266).

¢ Area C is made up of Israeli settlements, military locations, state
lands, and roads. It remains under Israeli civil and over all security
control. However, there is partial Palestinian civil jurisdiction (on
Palestinian civil matters not related to territory).

Under the Netanyahu government a new agreement covering the issue of
Hebron was signed. Under the terms of this agreement Israel agreed to withdraw
from approximately 80% of Hebron; however, Israel would retain control over an
area where 400 settlers and 20,000 Palestinians lived.

The peace process was jeopardized during Netanyahu's period of rule.

Consequently, the Wye River Memorandum was concluded on 23 October 1998.
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