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,Fourth in spi te of' the ans~~i;yi ty' b f "~,E:} .. ru1es ',i' a,nd '!JI " ' , , • r,' 
,. ? 1 Il} ... 'Ç) 1 • _ 

the' someWhat solemn atmospherè tha·t~evai1ea, ther~ :,are 
~ ;1 \ l' < ,,-

several references to lighter and more ~bellioust';~ctions. 
~ \ v , 

·The ,fact that there were freque,nt c9mp;J.aints concerhing the 1ack 
" • c" . , 

of ~~ is evidenœ of a less serious :~de of the activities, and there 
, fI ~ , ,-' . 
ate exanples of w.ritings t:hat -weJ:e rot. prepared at a11., On January . 
12, 1868, neither Miss Craig nor Miss Rexford brought their 

( 

'essays and on Décernber l, 1868, the essayists' were reported ., 
as absent. At this meeting too, we are told that during 

the reading of one piece, a 1augh from one of the young 

ladies, "spoilt the effect of a beautiful sentiment", and 

the members had to he told to be more'réspectfu1. On Uctober 

24, 1869, the sect'etary had to be "sèvelJe1y reprimanded" by 

the Editress, Miss Craig, for her "previous conduct". On 
\ 

February 16, 1869, we read that members tended to rush to 
,1 

theodoor as soon as the ,meeting was ~djourned, and that some 
" . (' .., , 

1 meIr\J)ers even anticipated the end, and 1eft hefdre the meeting 

wa~ over.. Also suggestions t:hat teaohers he a110wed ,to join, 

• made on October 7, 1874, were rejected and coming in 1ate 

~or meetings was sufficient1y common ~at on September 30, 

1874, it was~suggested, although not accepted, that a fine of' 

5~ lhe imposed for every three minutes of being 1ate. 

~ 

. 5~Ibid., January 17, 1864. 
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, 
The activities of the, Literary Association were not 

limited to the weekiy meetings, bu(~nclu~ed the publica-, 

tion of some sort of newspaper or perhaps shèet:. There ,does 
,"'-

not E\eem \to be any existing copy of any newspaper but between 

the records of the meeting of January 27, 1863, and the meet-

ing of Ap~il 14, 1863, there is a summary concerning regular , . 
,P 

two date~ and a r~fer~nce to a public 
j" 

meetings between these 

meeting where a paper called ,~reath was discussed, and,a 

proposaI made that a second paper shOuld be added. 
" ( 

The Normal School Literary Association appears to have 
'-

been one of the more successful of the extra-curricular 

organizations, and~it wa~ entirely femalè lrom the evidence 
~ 

of the records. PredominantlY, or entirely male associations, 

encountered gr,eater problems because ~f the v~ry few male,.... 

students. The McGill Normal School Mutual Improvement·Sqciety 

was founded in January 1873 and there are a few records of --
its activities to May '22 of the saroe yeal:. Presumbaly this 

Association ended at that time. In Many ways i t had the sarne 

characteristics as the Literary Association. It seems to 
... 

have set out with unlimited ambitions. Article 2 of its 

constitution stated that-it was formed for the moral, social 

and intellectual improvement of its members and in order to 

enli~t their energi,es in the work of education. It started 

with sixte en members and Article 3, stated that present and 

past members of the McGill Normal School could be members. 

The immaturity of the founders is brought out in such 
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characteristics""iiS over-ambition and ~;e~lY COmplicate~~ 1 

~tipulations' a; in Article 2 of the bye-law's that' new ~fficets 
he apPo~nted ~ach mon~h and retiring officers gi ve reports. '\ 

"~,, . - , 

Th~,~Association had frequent debates, although unfortun:, 
, .,' -' ", " " 1 

ately,,, Qnly one mOtion is actually recorded, and that in the 1 

'"','j 1 . 
form of a ques~ion. On January lB, 1873, the debate was on 1 

the question - Does the < Platform Exer.t more Influence on 

Society"tha,n the Press? If this motion is any indication, 
, , 

• ' < it s~ows pel;:'haps -Ehat ~e ITLen were more interested in issue~ 
0' . 

. of tl1e clay than the women were. At the meeting of February 
" > 

14, IB73, we read that a rule was introduced that no member 
~;~~ 

~ çould speak more 'than twice in a debate fram which we may 

'; infet that discussions were quite lively. Unfortunately 

. records concerhing this Association are very scanty. None 

of tHe March meetings was recor,ded although dates ,are given, . . 

and none "of 'the May meetings are tecorded a1though they 
..' t ~ 

appear to have been held weekly till May 22. 

", The McGi11..Normal SchQo1 Literary and De}:lating Club . , 
was found~d in +868, and aga in records are very scanty, 

.. going to January 31, 1880, with large gaps where,.on1y dates 

of meetings are gi ven. This too appears ta have been a 

Club for men, and i ta meetings were or~ginally scheduled 

for 1.00 p.rn. on Saturdays which would apJ;?ear te> be a rnost 

0' 

i' 

"""' 1 
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\1nfortu~ate qtoice of time. It started wi th 15 members on 

Fepr~ary. 14, ~878,with temporary officers and it was nbt until 
\ " 

September 14 of the sarne year, that the bye-laws were pre-

pared by a 

motions in 

c0t,ittee of Three. The Club debated several 

l87~ and 1879, in~,1udiIig, "That Champlain did 

thal\ Frontenac", September 28, 1878. On this 

more , 

for Canada 

occasion, Mr. Browne led' the affirmative side, and M.;r. Scott,. 
JI 

the negati ve. A jury of three men, one of tl;lem the foreman~ .. 
took eight minutes to reach,a decision. 

On Octoher 5, i t was dec~ded to have debates every twO' 

weeks, with essays in between. At that meeting there was 

some difficulty framing the motion for the next debate. A 

suggestion was that, "Wealth exerts a greater influence than , , 

talent". This was a/~odification from a suggestipn made on 
\ 

September 28, tha;t "Wealth has done more ,than Talent," but 

nei ther suggestion was accepted, and the matter was referred, 

to the leaders on both sides. Unfortunately we have no 

record ,of the final result. "\ Other motions del:>ated included, 

"The InflueI).ce ot the" Modern Stage is for Good rather' th an 

for Evil ft, ~n November 9, and "The United States is destined 

to become the "~i9htiest of Nations", January 18, 1880. At 

the first of these two debates eight members and two visi tors 
d P 

wer~present, and at 1;:11e second, there were, elevèn ~embers. ' 

, 

On April 26, 1.879, we read only that the, meetings were _ ' 

adjourned "sine die", and the final 'entry on Ja~uary 31, 1880, 

mentions a dance. 
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2., Way df' Li'fe 

Life for the student at the McGill Normal School con~ 

sisted' almàst entirely gf study. Not 50 much creative study 1 

'in the sense that the student had freedom to réad, think, and 

write ,at her or his own pace within the range of a subject;" 

and interspersed with discussion, but rather a crammdng of 

som~what heterogeneous knowledge, presented without sufficient 

selectivity and without regard for the inclinations or talents 

of 'the stud~nts. ,The nature of the curricul~ s~ows'that 

stud~ took place in the early evening, presumably when the 

facul ties of mind and body are somewh51t tired after the 

days'~work, and presumably there were three or four subjec~s 
, -

to he studied each evening. Thus if one hour only were devoted 

to each subject, it would be ten o'clock pefore the subjects 

were prepared. But this timetable can b~ kept only by the 

tiqhtest disciplin'e and good fortune. An unexpected problem, 

a few words with a friend, a short walk after supper, a,tetter 

home, and it could we.ll have been past midnight before the . ' 

studies were over. Furthermore to shift from one subj~ct to 

another at the stroke Qf a clotk ,is somewhat jarring to ... 

t:b::rught and i t is reasonable to assume also that a student 

who becomes interested in a subject sud as history, will 
JI 

find that .l.ittle can be accomplishea- in 'an hour, and he will 
" 

transfer'" to another subject with sorne sénse of fr~stration. . . , 

Sever al references have been,made to the overloaded 

curriculum of the McGill, Normal School students, and to the 
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fact that little ~ime or energy was lef~ for outside a~tivity 

or even for relaxation. Reference has also meén made te the 

read!ness with which'students adapted to their ascetic r~gimèn 
• 1. • 

mainly beeause they "had no choice. These cond·itions of life 

at the Nor~l Schoo rémained tinmodified throughout its 

history. The stude ts of the MaGill Normal School l~ved 

. very much conf~?ed :0 th~school and its curriculum, sa that 

their knowledge of the city and their opportunities to meet 

people, outside'the school, were almost nil. Even their 

week-ends consisted of- just Saturday afternoons, sinee on 

Sundays they were expected to attend'two or more Church 

services. )' , 

ence available does not refer to outings 

and entertainment. A letter from Dawson to Robins in the 

64 '" '1 \ ..) l890's, ment10n t1ckets ava~ able\ for a un1vers1ty lecture 

9 ta attend. Dàws6n believed that the 
\ 

sUbjeèt would them and he wrbte.that Dr. Harrington 
. \ 

and Mr. Evans ta show the stqdents the laboratories 
\ 
ï , 

a after the lectur i. Each ticket would admit any number of 
\ . 

stùdents going tfether, and if. they w~nt early, it ,might 

have been possib le to secure good seats: for them. T~e 'Cane 
! 

of the letter gests that'this was co~sidered a rather 
1 

exciting adventu e for the students. 

64MCGill, U iversity Archives. Accession'Number 267/40; 
t ... () 

. ' 

c; 
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The extent to which, the students' time 'was officially "taken 
." 

~up, can a~so be judged from various discussi~ns concerning 

. punctuali ty and "holi,!lays., ' 
'\) :\ . 
'On June 2, 1893, it was sUSJgested at a staU'meeting 

that pri~es should be given for punctua1ity, and the criterion 

for the prize was to be a maximum number of f~ve lates and 
~' 

\ absences in a schoqf ye,ar. A regularity prize was ta be 

gi~en 'to each student who had not been absent even for half 

a day, and monthly half h6.1idays were to be given to those 
. ~ ~ 

who had no~-been ~ate even Qnce, duringothe preceding month. 
o (' o~ 

<:.1 0 j , 

Furthermore~any stude~t to whom a half,holiday had not been 

given, who C abl?enœd herself or himself durlng this half 
,:::::;.. , ~ 

hpliday', was
o 
to "fori~it a11t'prizes for that year, unless 

, ' 

three hours ~f set work, with the consent of the principal, 

were perforrned, the st~dent re~ining voluntarily at the 

'). \ U,c:: • J - ~ h Th t b h ' d Id conve:fl~enc~ O.L. ~ teac er. us à ,est t e stu ent cou 

,not ~ope fOf more, than one afternoon a month of free time, 

in addition to the weekly Saturday afternoon and e~èning. 

,Thi.s shows the jmpoILtance at'tache'd to attendance, and reveals 
• " (J, '1 . ~ 

the readiness of the students to comply, a readiness which 
C' ( 

~urprises, when the prlzes th~~selves are considered, which 

,we~ qui t~) meagre compared t~ the sacrifices dernanded. 
, 1 

'The unbending oadherence to punctua1ity is also seen 

ffom'a letter read at the Normal Scheo1 Committee meeting 

on October, 5",1892, from R. Hewton cQJlcerning his sister 

Il 
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Clara IS~et Hemon. It app~ared thât the most convenient 

train from ,Lachine reached Montreal at 8.55 a.m. and this (. 

enabled Clara to reach the school punctually ~ but by the 

time she was upstairs, she was necessarily three tQ five 

minutes late. The only earlier train, however, reached 

Montreal two hours ear'lier, so that she would have to wai t 
1 

in the railway station for two hours. Mr. ~wton requested 
\ . 

permission for Clara to arrive fi ve minutes late. This was 
• 

refused. 

to/ the restrictions of 
/ 

/ 

1 

The -restrictions in time add~d 

movement explici t in several of the regula tions governing the 
, -

! 

conduct of the students, would indfcate that the students 
/ 

of the McGi11 Normal School were /essentially boarders whose 
/ 

experience of life was .çonfine~l to what they learned at 

school. 

Another importan~ aspect of life at the MeGill c Normal 

School was the great disparity between the nurnbers of wornen 

and mén, which ~as alreaJy been rnentioned. There has been 

a tendency to overlook the importance of this. In 1858,65 
C> 

there were fort y graduates, thi;rty eight were female, and 

yet the valedictorian was male and he made. nurnerous references 
, , 

-to the ties of friendship fonned at .the Normal School. Since 
. 

. he was not permitted social intercourse with thirt~ eight 

'-
65McGill University ArclHves r. Accession No: 145, 

Scrapbook #1,. p.' 14. 

\ 
\ 
\ 

t' 

" 
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of fort y of his class ~ates, we may assume that ~~ did ~~t , ....... , 
, 

mean what he was saying and was ignoring a de. fa,cto situa-

tion. 
~7 , 

Other speakers Çlt that ceremony, all referred- to the 

students as "he". The rules and bye-Iaws of the McG;l1 

Normal Scf.1oo1, however, showed an excessive consciousnEiss of 

th~ difference's in- sex. Bye-laws number 4,96 for e~~Ple, 
forbade friendly relationships between the sexes ion the 

. , " 

school, or on the ,way, or at the residences where v.isits 

were expressly not permi tted'. If the extent of the deter-

mination to maintain segregation by sex be ·considered in 

juxtaposi tion to the ignoring of ..sex differences in official 

\ references to life at the School, and ta the elimina ting of 

( . 'referençes to the de 'facto preponderant presence' of wome'n 

students, by such practices.- as usin9- I~e" to represent- the 

students at the Normal School, then it may be assumed ,that 
f\ 

male supremacy was ta}ten for granted. 
....-{'..,. 

But this concept of supremacy must not be exaggerated. 

In essen~, life at the Normal School revealed not so much 

sex discrimination, as class discrimination. The mere fact 

that the male like the female, cou Id so easily be bound "by 

so" many restrictions, shows that his "supremacy" was indeed 

of a véry indifferent calibre. AlI the students were equal 

.' 't3ufferers ", the male perhaps efen more than the female. 
ID 

66McGill University Archives, "Accession No. 
March 1889,. Record of Bye-Iaws, number 4. 

927/1/7 ~ 
\ 
\ 
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~CONCLUSION 

The hypothesis presented in the introductory chapter 

of this thesis consists of six parts. First, there are 

indiçations that the McGill No:anal School~ essentia1 to the 

educational needs of Protèstant Quebec at the time, was never-
o:r , 

theless formed and maintained at the lowest possible cost. 

Second, it provided training for rather poarly qualified 

students: who, third, came from poor families. Fourth, these 

observa tions, if accurate, indicate a low priori ty gi ven to 

elementary education; and, hence, fifth, ta education as a 

whole; and, finally, sixth, such discrimination as was evident 

in the McGill Normal School, was above aIl, a class distinc- . 

t;i.on based on financial status. The validity of the fourth, 
~ 

Q 

fifth; al1d s:Ïlxth ,parts, depends on ü,he accuracy of the first 

three. ' 

The McGill Normal School is not the only institution 

about which such a hypothesis can be map.e, but if the hypothesis 

is correct, it does throw light bath on the school itself 

and on the society which it served. 0 

The first part of the hypothe-sis is borne out by the 
" 

observations in this thesis on the salaries, pensions, and 

job security·of the rnernbers of the staff; also by tha observa-
'13 1 

'. tions concerning the state of the buildings and th'e. continuous 

difficulties of obtaining money. Salary payments,· though 

above the average for teachers, as indeed they should have 

193 
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been since they were paid to teachers of future teachers, 

were still low, inequably distributed, and so organized as 

to leave the teacher in a weak negotiating position. Pension 

payments were below even the e&pectations of the time, and 

indeed unjust. Hicks, for example, and the Normal Committee, 

as shown in Cha~ter II, aIl expected that Hicks' pension 

incorne would be much higher than it was in facto Job security 

depended on good fortune, good health, continued ability, 

and the right connections. 

The second and third parts of the hypothesis are demons-

trated by the entrance requirements, and the various bursaries 

and scholarships. There' is also further evidence from the 

nature of the curriculum which seems to have been designed to 

inculcate rather than ~o stimulate, to train rather th an to 

enlighten, and to make for a rather monotonous life for the 

students and even the teachers. 

If these assertions are correct, then it may reasonably 

be assumed that neither 'elementary education nor education~ 

as a whole, was considered of high priority to the society 

of the time. The many warning s and directions gi ven by 

leaders of the society, concerning the limits of and dangers 

" r from educat10n and teachers, tend to corroborate this view. 

The section of the population, mo~eover, that is most hard 

hit by such priorit.ies, i5 that ,section that is weakest 

finandiallY, even though it may, numerically, be a huge 

segment of the population, and the most notable discrimination 

--. . ,~, wu , 1 lul!lir 1 Tl wn 1 1 F - jirdl Tl 
..... __ " -~ .... _~~_~~""_ ......... _ ... _0< ..... _.--

...... 11 III ... ', •• ..-
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in such social ~rrangements is class distinction based on ,. 

financial status. 

The growth and prosperity of the McGill Normal School 

is not in contradiction to the conclusion that education was 

considered by the society of the time, as a so~ewhat less 

essential requirement, and it is almost a truism ta assert 
~ 

that much more progress could.have been made had it been 

given more importance. The number of teachers tao, who 

graduated with one diploma or another, from the School, while 
. 

indicating an achievement, tends to obscure the fact that 

these diplomas were given for courses rang~ng from four months 

to three years, ta students woo began at rather low l~v~ls in 

the first place. Nor was the number of teachers suffièient 

to rneet the requirements of universal elementary education, 

sinee roughly sixt Y teachers, fewer in the first years and 
1 

more than sixt Y in oth~r years, graduated each year, while 
\ 

many left the profession after only three or four years of 

teaehing. 

/ 
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~cGi11 University Archives. Accession ~o. 145, Cash' Book. 
, Summary of Revenues and Expenditures. 1857 to 1907. 

Accession NO. 145, Prospectus 
1857 to 1907. 

Accession No. 145, Principals' 
Reports,. 

Accession Nos. 267/10, 18, 21, 
22, 40, 81. Letters of the 1890's. j 

Accession Nos. 637 411 Minutes 
of the corporation Commdttee of McG111 Un vers1ty,' 1857 
to 1907. 

Accession No. 927/3. The Lower 
Canada Te~chers' Association Ru1es and Regulations. 
1856. 

Accession No. 927/1/10. Regula
tions of the Protestant Committee of the Caunci1 of 
Public Instruction. il 

.... ~, , 
__ --=~ __ ----:::--:::---:;----:--:--. Access ion No. 927/1/41. 'General 

Rules and Regulations for the Establishment of NO~l 
Schoo1s ~n Lower Canada, 1856. (.~ . 

Accession No. 927/3/57. Pay 
~, 1857. 

Accession No. 927/1/7. Bye-
1aws of the Montreal Normal Schoo1, March, 1889. 

Accession No. 927L3L24. 
Letters, 1857. 

~ 927L3L64. "'Model" Acçession No. . 
School 1857. " ,p 

Accession No. 927L24/42c. 
Letter to Minister of Public Înstruction, 1873. 

Accession No'. 927L24/42c. 
Memoire Wants of McGi11 Normal Schoo1, l873. 

____ ~~~ __ ~~~ ____ ----. Accession No. 927L17/31. 
Letters 1868. 

, .-
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" 

Act 

Acoession No. 927/10/24. J.W. 
Dawson Official Papers, Memorandum 1859. ' 

Accession No. 927/4/29. Latters 
1856. 

Accession No. 927/18. Report by 
W.J. Dawson to Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1867. , 

Accession No. 927/9/121A. 
Latters, 1859. 

Accession No. 927/1it36. N.J. 
Dawson papers, Ju1y 15, 1859. 

Accession No. 2211/27/42." 
Lettera 1870. 

Montreal Gazette. March 5, 1857,. April 20, 1870. 

( P.pril 20, 1,870. 

Montreal Witn~ss. January, 1856. 
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